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,.  Google 


TEHTH  C0N6BESS.-SEC0»D  SESSIOS. 


BEQUN  AT   THK  CITT  OF  TTASHINQTOH,   HOTENBEK  7,   1808. 


PROOEEDINQS  IN  THE  SENATR 


HoHMT,  Konmber  1, 1B08. 
Omfbnnat^  to  tbe  act,  pueed  the  lut  mfr' 
^oo,  oititled  "An  act  to  tdt«r  the  time  for  the 
next  meeting  of  CJongreas,"  the  ncond  wuliai 
of  the  tenth  Ooogren  oommanoed  this  dej ; 
ud  tbe  SeoAte  MMmbled  at  the  atj  of  Wuh- 
ingtoD. 


Obobok  OLnmnr,  Tie*  Prerident  of  tlie  UbEt- 
«d  StBtea  «ad  Prendeut  of  th«  Senate. 

NiOHOLAa  Oqjux  and  NisuM  Paxkeb,  from 
Kew  Hatnpahbe. 

TmOTBT  PKKXzura,  ttvai  ICaBaaehiuetti. 

Jum  BiLLBoiTH  and  OK&inion  Qoodbiob, 
from  Oooneotacnt. 

BxBJuaiT  Eonx&Hs  and  Elisea  Hatbxw- 
■tnr,  from  Rhode  Island. 

Stepbev  R.  Bkuilzt  and  Jokaxkax  Kobut- 
BOH,  from  VermoDt. 

Saxokl  L.  Mitohill  and  Joan  Shitb,  from 
New  York. 

Jobs  Cokdit  and  Axnos  Sjtchbl,  ttom  New 

BahuxlUaolat,  fimn  Penn^lvaak. 

Saitoil  Whtd^  from  Delaware. 

WiLUAif  B.  Geub,  frtim  Virginia. 

Jamu  Tuxikb,  frvm  North  Oandiaa. 

TaoMAa  Smms  and  Jobf  Oaiu.asd,  from 
South  OaroUna. 

WiLLiAK  H.  OsAwroBn,  from  Qeoi^^ 

BccKBKB  Thriistov  and  Joas  Pofx,  from 
Kentnckj. 

DAmL  Smith,  from  TenneMee, 

EnWASD  TiTTor,  from  Ohio. 

liMte  Llotd,  Jan.,  appointed  a  Senator  bj 
tbe  Legidatnre  of  the  State  of  MasBsobowtta, 
to  supply  tbe  place  of  John  Qninof  Adams,  re- 
ngned,  took  bis  teat  in  tbe  Be&at^  and  prodaoed 
hit  credential,  wliich  were  rMd,  and  the  oath 
pmcribed  hv  law  waa  adminiatered  to  Mm. 

Ordtrtd,  That  the  Secretarj  acqo^t  tbe 
Honae  of  Bepreaaotatina  that  a  qoomm  ot  the 
Beaate  fa  aaetnUed  and  read/  to  proceed  to 
Inuineai ;  and  that  Ueaoa.  ftLAom  and  Fopb 
be  a  oxnmiilee  on  tbe  part  of  tbe  SeDat«,  to- 
gether with  aaoh  committee  aa  mn-  be  appoint- 
ed b;  tbe  Hooae  of  BeprMestatlVea  on  their 


part,  to  w^  en  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  notify  him  that  a  qoommof  the  two 
Honaea  fa  siwmbled. 

A  mcMage  fivm  the  Hoiwe  of  Repreaenta- 
tlrea  Informed  the  Senate  that  a  qaorom  of  the 
House  fa  aaaembled  and  readv  to  proceed  to 
bnsineaa ;  and  that  the  House  tiad  appoint«d  a 
committee  on  tbelr  part,  Jointly  witn  the  ooffl- 
mittee  appointed  on  the  part  of  tbe  Senate,  to 
wait  on  tbe  Prendent  of  tbe  United  State*  and 
notify  him  that  a  qaonun  of  tbe  two  Eoiuea  fa 
asaenibled. 

Sfoktd^Tbtt  Jamu  UATHxaa,  Sergeant-at- 
Arnu  and  Doorke^er  to  the  Sen^  be,  and  be 
fa  hereby,  authorized  to  employ  one  aadatant 
and  two  boTsea,  for  the  pnrpose  of  performing 
anch  aerrioea  as  are  obqeUj  reqnired  by  the 
Doorkeeper  to  tbe  Senate ;  and  that  the  aom  cif 
tweoty-eigbt  dollan  be  allowed  faim  weekly  for 
tliat  pnrpoBe,  to  commence  with,  and  remain 
daring  the  seaaion,  and  for  twenty  days  after. 


denomiaations,  tw  appointed  to  Gon^eaa  daring 
tbe  present  Boaoion,  one  by  each  Bouse,  tdio 
ahall  interchange  weekly. 

Ur.  BoADLBT  reported,  from  the  Joint  oom- 
mittee,  tliat  they  bad  wuted  on  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  order,  tmd 
that  tbe  Preridant  of  the  United  States  in- 
formed the  oonunlttee  that  he  wonld  make  a 
commnnication  to  the  two  Houses  at  IS  o'clock 
to-morrow. 


TussDAT,  November  B. 

Samcxi.  BiuTH  and  Philip  Bbbd,  from  the 
State  of  Ifai^land,  attended. 

The  following  Message  was  received  fivm  the 
PnaaiDKHT  o>  vbm  UNirm  Statks  ; 


Ta  tke  Staate  and  Saui  of 


Eiuope  haddutiled  me  to  bfonn  yon  that  dw  bdU^ 
emit  natlODa,  wboM  dlwegird  of  aastral  lighta  um 
been  w  dattnictiTe  to  our  camneroe,  had  becoma 
awakenad  k>  the  dnty  and  tnw  poUoy  of  MTDkisg 


.,L-ooglc 


SiDurK.] 

tlielr  imriglitanu  edicts  Tlut  m  nMaii*  migbl  ba 
omitted  to  produce  this  atlntuj  cflbct,  I  kxt 
In  ftTmiJing  mjBelT  of  the  act  BUtLormiig  m  vnaf^ 
tn  whole,  oc  in  part,  of  the  HTend  embargo  lam, 
Our  htioiitcn  at  Loodon  and  Parii  wen  lodnKted 
to  eipliia  to  the  leipndn  GowuiMDti  flu>^  on 
dl^oucion  to  exercin  the  sathorilj  in  (od)  maanw 
ai  would  withdraw  tba  pteteit  on  whkh  agsTMsioaa 
were  oi^nall;  founded,  and  open  tbs  wajTor  a  rs- 
.  oewal  of  that  commeicial  iotnrcouree  which  it  wai 
•Uaged,  «i  ah  adtt,  had  been  lelnotantl;  obitincled. 
Ai  each  of  tboee  GoTenanentB  had  pledged  iti  raadi- 
na«  to  concur  in  nixmnciag  a  meatora  which  reached 
its  advenarj  throogta  the  InooDteitaUe  ri^t>  of 
n«atnl>  on);,  and  a«  ibn  measure  had  been  ammwd 
I7  each  aa  a  retaliation  for 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THB 
PKnlMCt  Ammml  itnmgi. 


pacted  ^t  the  occaaion  would  hare  beau  adnd  bj- 
both  for  Bvincing  the  ainceritj  of  thair  [iiiifiailiiiia, 
Mid  for  reaturii^  to  the  conunerce  af  Ae  United 
Stataa  ita  ia^timate  freedom.  The  inatnwtiin*  of 
oni  Mlnirten,  with  reipect  to  the  difibnnt  bdllgei- 
(Dta,  were  oeoaaaaiilf  modified  with  - 
thMT  different  cinnunitanoei,  and  to  Uie 
annexed  by  law  m  tha  Emcu^n  power  of  1 

nqnlrii^adepeaaf  aeenii^toonrinmnM  _. 

wonld  not  renilt  fnHn  a  r^eal  of  the  decrees  of 
I'^anoo.  Initaad  of  a  pledge  tberefbra  of  a  nupen- 
tfon  of  the  emliaigo  as  to  her,  in  caaa  of  socb  a  ts- 
paaL  it  was  pruiimed  that  a  sufficient  indaoement 
might  be  found  in  other  cooaidciationa,  and  padicn- 
lail;  In  the  change  produced  bj  a  compliaiwe  with 
onr  juM  demands  hj  one  balligcTaut,  and  a  refhsal  bj- 
IIm  otiier,  in  the  mlati«na  between  tbs  other  and  the 
United  Sutei.  To  Great  Britain,  whose  power  on 
the  ocean  la  so  ascendant,  it  wae  deemed  not  Inoos- 
dstent  with  that  ouidition  to  sate,  ei^ieitlj,  on  her 
nadDdiiw  bar  ordan  in  ralatioa  lo  the  Unilad  States, 
Ihcdr  tra&  would  be  q>aned  wiA  W,  and  rsmu* 
•but  to  her  enon;.  In  case  ef  his  bilate  to  rasEiod 
bis  dscreea  also.  f^Mi  Francs  no  answer  has  been  t»- 
ouvad,  D<T  anj  indioation  that  Cba  requisite  change  in 
bar  decrees  is  oontamplated.  The  favorable  reoaptiim 
of  the  pnposilion  to  Great  Britain  was  the  lass  to  be 
donbted,  at  her  Orders  of  Conncil  had  not  only  baeu 
rdbxred  for  thalr  Tindicatlon  to  an  aoqoietcanoe  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  no  loiter  to  be  pn- 
tandad.  but  as  the  arrangammt  propoeed,  whQst  it 
resisted  the  illegal  decrees  of  Franoe,  InrolTed,  more- 
OTST,  substantially,  tiie  predse  advantagaa  fvofenedty 
aimed  at  by  Ae  Britldi  Ordeta.  The  amngement 
IiBS,  nerertheless,  been  rajeeted. 

Tbia  candid,  and  libenl  expatiment  baring  thus 
fitiled,  and  no  other  «Tent  baTii^  occuried  on  Wch 
A  •il^>eDiioD  of  the  embargo  by  the  Executive  was 
antbtniied,  it  neceasarUy  ramuns  In  the  extent  orig- 
ioally  given  to  iL  We  have  the  satlsfactioD,  how- 
ever, to  reSect,  that  in  letnrn  for  the  privations  im- 
posed t?  the  measnte,  and  which  ow  rellow-citi»DB 
m  general  ban  bome  with  paiziotism,  it  has  had  the 
important  eflbcts  of  saving  onrmariners,  and  our  vast 
mercantile  piupeiij,  as  well  as  of  lArding  time  Ibr 
|iliisn  iillnji,  the  dafanaive  and  pmridonal  measnres 
called  fi»  by  the  aecasion.  It  has  denumstntad  to 
IbragD  nations  the  moderatioD  aud  fiimneas  which 
goteta  our  connnili,  aud  to  oar  ciUiani  tbs  naceaaily 
ti  nmting  in  npport  of  the  laws  aiul  the  rights  of 
tbur  connDy,  and  has  thus  Long  frustrated  thoee  usur- 
pations and  qtoliations  wMcb,  if  leaiited,  involved 
war,  if  submitted  to,  sacnficeda  vitalprinoplet^oar 
national  indapendeooa. 


[N<mnn,  1008. 

Under  a  watIoB*nae  cf  tbs  beOignent  maaann^ 
which,  in  defianoa  ef  laws  whldi  omiaeonta  thei^ds 
</  neutral^  orcrspiead  the  oeeao  with  daqnr,  it  wiO 
rest  with  the  wWom  of  Congiesa  te  decide  ea  1^ 
ooniM  beet  adapted  to  sni^  a  state  of  ttdi^;  aad 
bsinrang  widi  Ibeni,  as  tbey  io,  (mat  tn^rj  part  j 
tbe  DDlon,  file  stnlimentB  of  our  oooslltDsoti^  my 
ooafidence  is  streDsthened  that,  in  (brmii^  thi)  dact 
non,  tbey  will,  with  an  mranii^  r^ard  to  die  •aeao- 
tial  rights  and  interests  of  the  natisat,  wd^  and 
campan  the  paiufU  altemativaa  ont  of  whleh  a  choiea 
i)  to  be  made.  Nor  should  I  do  jusiioa  to  Ibe  virtnea 
which,  on  other  occasioiis,  have  marked  the  cdwraow 
ft  out  fdlow-cltiniie,  if  I  did  not  ehesiafa  aa  aqnd 
MtrfUenea  Oat  the  alttmatiTa  choaea,  whatevar  it 
may  be,  wfll  be  nafutalnad  with  aU  &a  tbUUaim  and 
pattMsnirtikhllniirla        

Tha  doednwDts  oontaIi_„ 

tb»  subject  of  fer^p  ediets  ^^nst  o 
with  the  inamodcM  nventaanr  UniH 
■ad  Puis,  MM  DOW  laid  beftate  yon. 

The  commmiicaHoMmaAa  to  Congress  at  tbrir  last 
•aaajoD  expluued  tbe  poatnie  in  wbicb  the  doee  it 
0»  diacnsdons  relatli^  toflie  attwA  by  a  Brilbb  AS^ 
of  war  on  tlia  (Hsata  Cbeaapeake,  left  a  •nlifset  im 
vriiloh  tba  nation  had  maaifhsted  so  hoooraUe  a  sai> 
riUlity.    Evesy  riew  of  what  bad  n 


ttie  mon  it  was  Investigated,  1^Ipe«r«d  t.. 

cleaily  to  reqi^re  what  bad  not  been  prorided  for  ia 
tbe  ^aeU  niswm.  It  is  faond  that  aa  ttaps  have 
been  lakiD  for  tba  poiposa.  On  Cba  ooaitniy,  itviO 
be  BseD,la  tbe  doenmenta  laidbeOm  yon,  that  At 
'--■-■  ibto  pnUiMi  


jnaOnent,  is  slill  adbared  ta 


irrelatiTaoaes  of  tbe  Ciders  in  Caandl.  Tbeinslnw 
tions  iriiich  had  been  ^v«n  to  our  Uioister  at  Lob- 
dM,  widi  a  riew  to  faolitale,  if  neoaasaiy,  tbe  ina- 
ralkm  olained  by  the  United  States  ara  Inckded  in 
tile  docnAflnta  oomnmnicated. 

Onr   relatioas  with  the  other  powen  of  Enropa 

-'—gone  no  material  diai^ea  since  oar  last 

he  important  negotiataona  with  ^lUn, 
been  altemately  anapeaided  and  resconad, 
ncoeaaarlly  expoiieooe  a  paase  under  &a  extraordi- 
nary aud  iutareatli^  ori^  ^ioh  diatii^uishea  lur 

With  As  Batbaiy  Pnrats  « 
with  tha  exeeptiDn  gf  an  tuj 
the  D^  «f  Ai^tn  towards  1 

~ Its  character  and  cironnucann  an  now  lau 

^OQ,  and  wm  enable  you  to  decade  howTar  It 
, ,  iitber  DOW  or  hereaner,  call  Ear  any  meastuet 
not  within  die  limits  of  the  Exscnttve  authori^. 

Of  tba  gun  boats  anthoHied  by  the  act  of  Deoem- 
ber  last,  it  has  been  tbongfat  neeamiiy  to  bnild  only 
otM  hundred  and  tium  in  tbe  present  year.  Thaa^ 
with  thoea  befrae  possessed,  are  sufficient  for  the  hap- 
bott  nod  wstara  most  exposed,  and  Om  realdue  wIQ 
require  little  time  fhr  their  ocnttrnetiaa  when  it  ihalL 


Riflable  srooeediiw  «r 
irCoosal  to  that  fie< 


Under  the  act  (C  O*  last  saerion  fa-  r^ai^  an  ad- 

ditioiml  mifitaiy  fhica,  so  many  offloen  were  immn- 

diately  ^pdnted  aa  wen  noMssaiy  for  oarryii^  on 

'  s  bnaiiwsa  of  remilii^ ;  and  in  proportion  as  it  ad- 

need,  othen  have  been  added,     we  have  reason 

believe  tbeir  success  has  bean  tatiifactory,  althoogb 

ch  returns  have  not  yot  bean  received  aa  enable  ma 

present  you  a  a(atem«nt  of  &»  number  ei^aged. 


.,i;..b,L.OOglc  . 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


[SOAT 


Th«  dtoation  Into  wUch 


m  ba*e  dun  bMB  (breed  bo*  impelled  ni  to  applj  ■ 
tntiaa  of  aor  indn«tl7  aid  o^^W  to  interaal  nuQ' 
ihul  M I  m  and  impmreiDeirtt.     The  exteot  <d  tbii  oon- 


1  ij  dailr  jnoretdpg,  and  Utile  donbt  reniain* 
diU  llw  eetiblljhmeirti  Ibrmed  aad  fermlug  will, 
■Oder  th«  Mi^icei  of  ch«^>«c  nuteiial*  aad  mbdit- 
^  axe,  a*  freedom  of  labor  &om  taxalioD  with  oa, 
and  of  protoctiDg  dotlea  and  probiUlIon^  bee<»ue 
penoaiMnt.  The  commerce  with,  tbe  Indiuu,  too, 
within  our  own  boooduiea,  is  liket;  to  noelTC  abnn- 
'■-'■''       -I  -    -   le  inteniil  aonroe,  and  will 

the  *  ' 

nadinmbed  bj  [oacticei  hod 


^  dM  Tew  endh^  «n  the  tUrtietb 
her  laM,  bung  not  jat  made  op,  ■  eo 
wiU  barealbr  be  traumtttad  from  die  Tnttiaj.  In 
tte  oMan  time,  it  ii  aacenalaed  dutt  the  reee^  have 
anoonted  to  neat  ei^itaen  miUioiu  of  dollars,  whioh, 
with  the  ei^it  millico*  and  a  half  [o  the  Treuoiy  at 
^  hfupnning  of  the  Tear,  have  enabled  as,  afler 
meeting  the  coirent  demaiidi,  and  inter^  incurred, 
to  pBT  two  millioDi  three  hnndied  tLoatand  daltan  oT 
die  principal  of  qor  funded  debt,  and  left  ni  in  the 
TrBwary,  on  that  day,  near  foarteen  miUiona  i^  dol- 
bn.  Of  theta,  fin  raillioni  thne  bmtdred  and  Mtj 
tfvwuand  doilan  will  be  neeeaBUj  to  paj  what  wUl 
be  due  on  the  fiiK  daj  of  Japoarr  next,  wlilcih  wIH 
eamplete  the  raimbataament  of  tlie  ei^t  par  seat. 
ttoA.     Tbeae  pajinetita,  with  thoie  Duula  in  the  ilx 


mad  dsUanirf'  the  ptindpal  of  the  funded  debt,  beu^ 
IhB  wliole  which  could  be  paid  or  purchaaed  wUhin 
the  limita  of  the  l>w  and  our  ccmtiaBti;  and  the 
amoont  of  priupal  thni  diicharged  will  have  liberat- 
ed the  revenne  from  aboat  two  mlilioni  of  doilan  td 

Ue  aorpliia.  The  probable  accamnlation  <it  the  rai^ 
ploaea  of  nTenoe  bentid  what  can  be  qipUed  to  the 
paTment  of  die  pnbUa  debt,  irtieiiever  the  fteedom 
•nd  nle^  of  eta  commerce  thRll  be  reatond,  merlti 
die  OMuictBation  of  Congreia.  Shall  itlie  mipradniv 
dva  in  the  pabHo  vanlU  ?  Shkll  the  lereaDa  be  r» 
doced  ?  Or,  ihaU  it  not  rather  be  aj^nopriated  to 
the  improTcmenta  of  loadt,  oanala,  rinaa,  edooa- 
Am,  ami  other  gnat  fimadrttona  of  pcoapwitr  and 
nnko,  raidaf  the  powan  which  Congnaas^ralreadj 
paaaiCT,  or  neb  amendment  tf  the  oonadtadon  a* 
amj  be  ^^rored  b;  the  Stateif  Wtiil*  UKOrtain 
cf  the  ootnea  of  ihii^  the  dma  may  be  advaotan- 
oadj  emplored  in  obtaining  the  powera  neoaamrRw 
A  ijiteoi  of  impronment,  Aould  thftt  be  tbooght  beau 
AiuUng  m;nlf  of  thii,  die  laat  ooca^on  whith 
will  occnr,  of  addreedng  the  two  Uonaea  of  the  hegii' 
htme  at  their  meeting  I  cannot  omit  the  eipreMion 
tf  my  (iacm  gntitnde  for  the  npeated  pmofi  of 
oonfideoce  manifcitod  to  me  b j  tbenmlTei  and  their 
predecMBon  noce  mj  oall  (a  the  adMiinirtradon,  and 
dM  manj  inddMnoaa  awriaDOad  t*  dieir  haodi, 
Tbe  aaoie  gratefol  aekiMwIadgmentB  we  dna  to  mj 
AlknT'-citianw  genennj,  wfaoaa  export  baa  been  my 


tka  baniaatiaa  of  llMir  bndneaa  I  caonat  have  eao^ed 
— nj  It  ii  iMtident  to  onr  impeibct  natare.  Bnt  I 
ai»  Hij  with  trnth  mj  erTOn  have  been  of  the  un- 
AantariJnjT.  not  of  intendon,  and  that  the  adnnea- 


ment  of  tbtlr  rights  and  Inlanato  baa  been  the  oc 
rtant  EootiTB  tat  ereiy  meaaira.  On  theae  oondd 
atioai  I  aoUcit  Ihetr  IndnlgaiMe.  Loohing  forward 
with  anziet7  to  their  hMn  dsMbfe^  I  tnut  that,  in 
their  stead/  character,  ~t^-Vtp  If  diffieulde^  in 
tbeirloTe  of  liberty,  obedlaoo*  to  law.  Bod  nippoft  of 
the  public  authoridei,  I  saa  K  tnre  gnarantee  of  dw 
permaneDoe  of  our  Repablio ;  and  letihng  from  the 
chaise  of  their  affain,  I  cair;  with  me  the  oodmIi,* 
don  of  a  firm  persnuiou  that  Hewren  haa  in  rtore  for 
our  beloved  coontrj  long  egei  to  oome  of  piomsiitj 
and  hapt^neu.  TH.  JEFFEKSON. 

NovBMBU  8,  1B08. 

The  Message  and  papers  wtf«  in  part  rMd, 
and  one  thoQsand  copies  ordered  to  ba  printM 
for  the  DM  of  the  6ena(«. 

A  confidential  Uenage  was  also  recelrad,  wttb 
nindrf  doctiTiients  therein  refernd  to^  wUA 
were  read  for  condderation. 

TsmnsDAT,  November  t. 
Jksbi  FEAKKuir,  from  the  State  of  Vtatk 
Carolina,  att«aded. 

Fkidat,  November  11. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Ii«preseRtativ« 

informed  the  Senate  tliat  the  Hoose  hare  i^ 

pointed  the  Ber.  Ur.  Bkown  ■  OhaplaLn  to  Oott- 

gress,  ca  their  part,  dnring  the  present  aesaioB. 

UonsAT,  Kovember  14. 
Joseph  Akdkbsoh,  from  the  State  of  TeDnei> 
see,  and  Aviibiw  Hoobe,  from  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, att«nded. 

WzDNBBDAT,  November  16. 
Aimxxw  Grbos,  from  the  State  of  Fennsjl- 
vania,  attended. 

UossAT,  Novembw  81. 

The  .Enbargo. 

This  betng  the  da;  fixed  for  the  dlsoossion  of 

the  following  resolDtion,  offered  by  Mr.  Hiu- 

Saelvti,  That  It  it  expedient  that  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  la}ing  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  Teneli 
In  the  porta  and  harbors  5  the  UoiCed  Statca,"  and 
the  seTeml  &cta  ■npplementar7  thereto,  be  repealed ; 
and  that  a  comniittee  be  appointed  to  piepora  and 
lepoit  a  bill  for  that  porpoae  : 

Mr.  HiLLsocsB  opened  the  debate,  ^hen 
the  reporter  entered  the  Senate  chamber,  Mr, 
H.  had  been  speaking  for  a  few  minntes,  and 
was  Chen  discnesiag  the  effect  which  the  embar- 
go bad  had  npoD  France,  and  the  light  in  which 
it  was  viewed  b;  ber  nilers.  He  alluded  to  the 
dedaration  of  satisfection  at  the  measure,  oon- 
tained  ta  a  late  French  espos£,  and  made  many 
observations  tending  to  show  that  it  was  not  ft 
'measure  of  hostility  or  coercion,  as  applied  to 

On  England  it  had  little  or  no  effect.  Her 
resources  were  immense.  If  deprived  of  a  snp- 
pjv  of  grain  here,  die  oonld  obtain  it  elaewhere. 
Tit»  B^barj  Powers  wer«  at  war  with  Franoo 


ABKIDailBNT  OV  THB 


SauR.] 


[Not 


vdA  at  peftw  with  Ecj^d,  vho  might  thentw 
ebuin  wheat  in  »t  quantity  abe  pleaaed. 
Great  BrituD,  be  laia,  me  a  nati<n  with  the 
'wb<^  world  b«fbra  her ;  her  oonmaree  loread 
over  everj  tern,  and  she  had  acMM  to  umoat 
crerjport  and  clime.  Oonld  America  expect  to 
(tarre  th!g  nation  t  It  was  a  ftroe,  an  idle 
ftrce.  Ab  to  her  West  India  lilandBithej  raised 
Indian  com :  all  their  mger  plantationa  oonld 
be  cooTarted  into  «om-fielda,  and  wodd  anj 
man  aaj  tliat  the;  would  Etarre  because  they 
mnki  not  get  anperflne  floar  t  Waa  this  a  ne- 
eennarj  (rf  life  wiiboat  which  thej  oonld  not  snb- 
aiat  I  On  tb«  oontrarr,  a  great  proportioa  oT 
the  American  people  eatwisted  on  it,  and  eiyoy- 
'  ed  as  good  he^th  aa  if  th«gr  ate  nothing  bnt  the 
finert  of  wheat  floor.  The  mcnuent  people  no- 
dentood  titat  tiaj  oonld  not  get  th^  neoeeaary 
supplies  from  a  ODstomaiy  soonw,  tbey  woold 
lo^  ont  for  It  in  another  qnarto',  and  ample 
tims  had  beea  given  to  them  to  make  arrai^te- 
meota  for  this  porpoea.  A  man  of  the  flnrt  re- 
■pftotahilitT  in  the  town  Is  which  Hr.  H.  Bred, 
had  been  u»re  dniing  this  embargo,  nnder  the 
President's  pwmisrion.  What  accoimts  did  he 
bringf  Why,  that  the  trade  in  oonv-meot  and 
live  eattle,  arttelea  <rf  great  expwt  from  Con- 
neetieat,  and  oompriring  not  only  the  prodnot 
<rf  that  State,  bnt  of  parta  of  the  neigfabcMriDg 
States,  wonld  be  entirely  defeated ;  that,  where 
tbey  bad  formeri  j  sent  a  hundred  hogsheads  of 
meal,  they  wonld  not  now  find  vent  for  tm  ; 
and  that,  from  Sonth  America,  where  oattle 
had,  in  times  past,  been  killed  meraly  for  their 
hides  and  tallow,  oattle  In  abondance  ooold  be 
proonred.  Were  these  peofde  to  be  starved 
ont,  when  they  could  actoally  pnrobase  cheaper 
now  from  other  plaoss  than  wey  had  formerly 
done  from  naf  No;  tiie  only  conseqnenoe 
would  be,  and  that  too  severely  felt,  that  we 
sbould  lose  onr  market ;  the  embargo  thus  pro- 
dnoiog,  not  only  present  privation  and  injory, 
tint  permanent  mlscduef:  The  United  States 
would  have  lost  the  chance  of  obtaining  fatore 
sopplitt,  they  wonld  have  lost  tbeir  market, 
and  ten  or  twenty  years  wonld  place  them  on 
the  same  footing  as  before.  Vr.  H.  said  the 
West  Indians  wonld  have  learnt  that  they  can 
do  wilhont  OS ;  that  they  can  rdae  provudons 
cheaper  on  their  own  plantatioas  than  we  can 
sell  them ;  and  knowing  this,  they  wonld  never 


Though  we  nught  ret^n  a  part 

meroe,  the  beet  part  wonld  be  lost 

fbrever.    The  trade  would  not  be  worth  porsn- 


Qt  thia» 


Saving  oonddered  the  artida  of  ivovidons 
as  important  to  various  parta  of  the  Union,  Ur. 
TT  =-j  k.  _»..ij  ^^y,  t„n,  t(,  gnother  article. 


H.  said  he  wonld  i 


that  the  want  of  this  artide  wonl< 
manofactorers  of  Great  Britain,  prodace  a 
clamor  amcHigst  them,  and  consequently  accele- 
rate the  rep««I  of  the  Orders  in  ConnciL  Hr, 
H.  laM  he  would  examine  this  a  little,  uid  see 


if  all  the  evil  consequeDCM  which  c^>eaed  ca 
him  at  the  time  of  the  paaaage  of  the  embargo 
law  were  not  likely  to  be  realized.  He  had 
hinted  at  some  of  them  at  that  time,  bnt  the 
bill  had  gone  through  Ae  Senate  like  a  fiaifa  «f 
lightaiag,  giving  no  time  for  etaminatioB ;  onea^ 
twice,  and  a  third  time  )n  one  day,  aflbrding  mo 
time  fbr  the  development  of  an  its  erasaqneneea. 
This  artiole  of  eotton  was  used  not  tmly  hj 
Britain,  but  kr  France  and  other  natioDS  on  tliie 
Oonlinent.  Ootton,notbdng  grown  in  Enrtna, 
must  be  tranqxnled  by  water  carriage.  TUi 
being  the  oas^  who  would  now  be  most  Hkdy 
to  be  sopplied  with  it  T  fiot  the  Continental 
Powers  who  have  so  lilUe  commerce  afloat  nor 
any  nentrala  to  convey  it  to  them;  for  tba 
United  States  were  the  only  nentral  which,  of 
late,  traded  with  FraBoe,and  now  the  anAwgo 
was  laid,  she  had  no  dianae  of  getting  it,  ut- 


the  whole  oommeroe  of  th*  world,  and  her  nnr- 
chants  were  tbe  only  caniers.  Would  not  titese 
carriers  supply  tJieir  own  manufacturers  I 
Wonld  they  sniTer  cotton  to  go  elsewhere,  imtQ 
tbey  themselves  were  sopplied!  America  waa 
not  the  only  country  where  ootton  was  raised; 
for  he  had  seen  an  account  of  a  wbcte  oaigo 
brought  into  Salem  fhHn  the  East  Indiea,  and 
thwce  exported  to  Htdlaod,  with  a  good  froBi. 
Ootton  was  aita  raised  in  Africa,  aa  well  as  ebfr- 
wbere ;  and  this  wary  nation,  Gr«at  BritaiB, 
conceiving  that  the  United  States  might  be  ao 
impolitic  as  to  keep  mi  the  embargo,  had  cai^ 
ried  whtde  cargoes  of  the  best  ootton  seed  thera 
for  the  puipoee  of  rdring  cotton  for  her  nsei. 
Great  Britain  had  possessions  in  every  dimfltn 
on  the  globe,  and  cotton  did  not,  like  the  stordjr 
oak,  require  forty  or  fiAy  years  to  arrive  id 
matorlty;  but,  if  planted,  wonld  prodnce  a 
plentifol  supply  in  a  year.  Thus,  then,  when 
this  powwnil  natitm  found  Ameriia  reaorting 
to  snch  means  to  ooerce  her,  she  had  taken  car« 
to  look  one  for  snppties  in  other  qnarters ;  and, 
with  the  otnpmand  of  all  the  cotton  on  tba 
globe  whioh  went  to  mai^et,  oonld  we  expect 
to  ooeroe  her  by  withholding  onrsi  Hr.  H. 
said  no;  all  the  inoonvenienoe  whioh  she  conld 
fed  from  onr  mesaore  bad  alreadj  been  b«sa; 
and  Great  Britun  was  turning  her  attmtiaa  to 
every  part  of  the  globe  to  obtain  those  snppUea 
which  she  was  wont  to  get  from  ns,  that  she 
light  not  be  rednoed  to  toe  humiliating  condi- 
tion of  making  concession  to  induce  ns  to  re- 
peal ODT  own  Uw,  and  porchaee  an  accommoda- 
tion by  telling  na  that  we  had  a  weapcm  which 
we  could  wield  to  her  annoyanoa,  Hr.  H. 
wished  to  know  of  gentlem«i  If  we  bad  not  ex-  , 
perienoe  enoo^  to  know  that  Great  Britun 
was  not  to  be  threatened  into  compliance  by  « 
rod  of  coercion  t  Let  ua  examine  ODradvos, 
teii  be,  for  if  we  trace  our  genealogy  we  shall 
find  that  we  descend  from  tbem ;  were  thev  U> 
ose  ns  in  this  macnar,  is  there  an  AmenoaB 
that  wonld  stoop  to  themt  I  bt^not;  and 
neither  will  that  nation,  fiwm  which  w 


eareda> 
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■OHided,  bs  driven  tnai  their  podtkm,  hoir- 
•w  «rToii«oii*,  b;  threats. 

Tbis  ambanp,  tlierefore,  iiiBtMd  ot  operadng 
on  thoM  lutioHB  vblch  had  be«D  Tiolating  our 
rii^tB,  waa  franriit  with  erfl*  and  privatitmi  to 
tba  pwqile  of  tM  United  States,  Thar  vere 
U>e  aofbren.  And  bava  w«  adopted  tb«  mraik- 
lah  plan  of  aooor^og  onnelTes  for  the  rina  of 
ethmt  H«h(q)ediiot;  and  th^  having  made 
ttte  ezpcffbuent  and  fixmd  that  it  had  not  pro- 
doeed  ita  «xpMtod  efibo^  they  voold  abandon 
H,  «  a  meunre  wboDr  inefficient  aa  to  the  ob- 
Jeeta  intwtded  by  ft,  and  w  baring  veakened 
the  gtMt  bdd  whleh  ire  had  on  Great  Britain, 
from  faer  anppoaed  depmdeoce  on  na  for  raw 


tationa  of  the  effldeneyof  thia  sjatem  l^  an  od- 
ditian  to  it  of  ft  noo^tercovrae  lair.  Ur.  H. 
tawted  tUs  aa  a  ftatile  Idea.  Tbtij  abonld  how- 
ever ««Mntne  it  serioinlf ,  and  not,  like  thildren, 
■hot  tbeir  <r]p«e  to  danger.    Oreali  Briton  wu 


,  Franee,  Bpain,  Fortngal, 
■nd  Italy,  man  ohcBtred  more  or  leas,  and  most 
rf  tbetn  hftd  colonies  the  oolnaiTo  soppiy  of 
whoaa  mannfoetores  they  had  heretofore  re- 
ferred to  themselTeei  while  we  bad  eqjoyed 
the  carrying  trade,we'bad  supplied  the  dell- 
eiMK7  in  naTigation  of  theea  nationa;  and  all 
the  ineoDTeoieooe  felt  for  Uie  want  of  it  ceased 
becnsae  v«  atqiped  in  and  aided  them.  Ihii 
trade  had  be«i  oat  np,  and  perhapa  it  was  not  a 
trade  whieh  the  enu^ea  <^  the  nation  abonld 
be  embailed  in  defending.  Who  was  there 
now  to  anpfily  all  these  Twions  oolonlea  that 
wed  tobaanppliedbynat  None  bot  £n|dand, 
the  sole  mistress <rf  the oeeau.  TntoMNOdnota, 
thou,  would  Great  Britain  earryf  Wonld  she 
earry  pradneta  of  o^r  uUions,  and  let  her 
-*— ' 1  starret    No;  and  this  ex- 


and  harii^  her  merohants  the  sole  oarriera  __ 
tfaa  world,  prodnoed  a  greater  Tent  fbr  her  man- 
nfeotorea  tAan  the  whole  quantity  oonsomed  In 
the  United  BtateiL 

This,  howoTw,  was  argufaig  mm  the  gronnd 
OMt  the  Uidtad  Statca  would  oonsome  none  of 


- »of  a  oon-lntwoonrse. 

Ur.  H.  aaid  ho  waa  young  when  die  tHA  non-in> 
ttsvoiDBe  tocA  idaee,  b«t  he  remembered  it  weU, 
and  had  then  Us  idaaa  on  the  sat^.  The 
Britiah  atmy  waa  then  at  OtOr  door,  burning 
fiMir  towns  and  raraging  the  country,  and  at 
fcastMrnnt^  patriotism  existed  then  as  now; 
bat  Britidt  febrtos  were  reoaircd  and  otHisnmed 
to  afaMMt  aa  great  an  extent  as  before  the  ^o- 
^Ubttion.  The  armies  could  not  getfrcehpro- 
'  TirioDB  from  Europe^  bat  they  got  tb«n  here 
bj  payfaig  l^faer  prices  in  gnbieas  for  them 
ttan  was  paid  by  our  Qoremment  in  ragged 
eoBtiiwotal  p^m-  money.  Whesi  th«  country 
VM  in  want  oT  dofliin^  and  could  get  it  for 
one^bmrth  price  from  the  Britiab,  what  was  the 
eDOBeqaeBoe  f  Why,  aB  the  setdona  patriota— 
tat  tUa  wodc  ot  tarring  and  feath^ng,  and 


meeting  In  mobs  to  dsstroy  their  neighbor's 
property, 'becaoae  he  could  not  think  quite  as 
feat  as  they  did,  which  ssened  to  be  eoming  In 
feshloa  now,  had  been  eairiad  on  than  with 
great  real — these  patriot^  iMfcnngh  all  inter* 
course  waa  pnMl,  oarried  os  'eonuBeno  not- 
withstanding, Si^llee  wsat  hsooa,  awl  man- 
nfeotores  were  received  fecai  Europe.  Now, 
wbst  reliance  ooold  be  placed  mi  tide  patriot- 
ism! A  gentleman  from  TemMot  had  told  tho 
Benate  at  the  last  session,  tb^  the  patoiadiB 
of  Termont  would  stop  all  ezportatk»  by  taad, 
without  the  aaaistance  of  the  law.  How  had 
it  tamed  out  t  Why,  patrtotism,  a 


itonbyland.  And  yet  the  gentleman  had  sop- 
posed  that  their  petrioUsm  would  efltataaUy 
ttop  it  I  Now,  Mr.  H.  wanted  to  know  how  a 
ncn-interooorss  law  was  to  be  executed  by  oa 
with  a  coast  of  flfteen  hundred  miles  opea  tQ 
Great  Briton  by  sea,  and  Jtdntng  her  by  laadl 
Her  goods  would  come  thnu^  our  Oourta  of 
AdmWtv  by  the  mesne  of  friendly  captors; 
they  would  be  brooRht  in,  condemned,  and  tbes 
natoralized,  as  Irishmen  are  now  natoralised, 
before  tliey  hare  been  a  month  in  the  country. 
Ifr.  Pora  said  it  had  been  his  opinion  thb 
moninR  that  this  rcsolutimi  abonld  have  been 
referred  to  that  committee^  bat  after  what  had 
beMisaid,lt  was  hb  wish  that  some  oommer- 
dal  gentleman,  whose  knowledge  of  commercial 
snUeota  would  enable  him  to  explore  the  wide 
field  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  Oonneotion^ 
would  hare  anawwed  him.  He  had  hoped,  at 
diis  sesrioB,  after  the  Frerideotial  eleotlon  waa 
deeidad,  that  all  would  have  diimonnted  from 
their  pditioal  bobUea,  that  they  would  have 
been  alt  FederaUatH,  all  BepnUioans,  all  Amer- 
lcian&  Then  th^  saw  the  ocean  awatmina 
with  piratea,  and  oommeree  almost  annihilate^ 
he  bad  hoped  that  die  demon  of  party  s^rit 
would  not  have  reared  its  head  within  tneee 
walls,  hot  that  they  would  all  have  minted 
opinions  and  oonsultad  tiie  oommmi  eood.  Ha 
had  heretofore  bean  often  ohanoed  with  the  mat- 
ter^tf-foet  avumenta  of  the  gentleman  from 
Oonnectiont;  Mt  i»  this  day  the  gentleman 
had  resorted  to  argnmoitsftvninewBpapeTs,  and 
revived  all  t^  old  story  of  French  infinenoe, 
in  the  same  breath  in  irtdch  he  begged  them  to 
discard  all  par^r  feelings  and  discuss  with  osi^ 
dor.  The  oeDtleman  had  gosie  into  a  wide  field, 
which  Mr.  H.  said  he  would  not  now  explore 
bat  begged  time  till  to-morrow,  when  he  would 
endeavor  to  show  to  the  nation  and  to  the  world 
that  the  arsumeots  nsed  by  the  gentleman  in 
feTor  of  htt  resolatlon  were  most  weighty 
ualiwtit.  If  patriotism  had  departed  the  lanA 
tf  the  streams  of  foreign  cotraption  had  flowed 
so  fer  tlut  the  pecmle  were  resdy  to  rise  in  op- 
petition  to  their  Government,  it  was  indeed 
time  that  fortign  interconme  should  cease. 
If  the  spirit  ot  1770  were  no  more— if  tha 
^Irit  of  *""■""■'»'  speouUtkm  had  Rmnoan^ 
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ed  all  patriotimi  if  this  wm  tbe  nwkmdiolr 
■itnatiiHi  irf  the  United  States,  it  wm  time  to 
redeem  tlie  people  ftxan  this  itffmwaaj,  to  le- 
generate  thwn,  to  cause  them  to  be  boni  agiun 
of  tLbe  spirit  of  1T76.  But  he  b«liered  he  should 
be  able  to  show  that  the  propoeitiim  ot  tbe 
gentlemaa  from  Comieotiont  Wdlj  merited  tbe 
respect  or  serious  •WDNderati<Ki  <tf  this  honor- 
able body.  Mr.  P.  ssjd  he  bad  expected  that 
in  adTocatins  his  resolntion  the  geotlanao 
would  hsTo  told  the  Senate  that  we  aboold 

Ev  to  war  with  Qreat  Britain  tad  Fraooe;  tihat 
s  would  hare  risen  with  pabiotic  indignation 
and  ha*«  called  br  a  more  efBrauit  memnn. 
But  t*  his  surprise,  the  gentleman  had  risen, 
and  vith  the  utmost  tcmg  firoid  told  them,  let 

Knr  ships  go  vnt,  all's  well,  and  nothing  ia  to 
^tprdiended.    Mr.  P.  mid  he  wodd  not  go 
into  ibt  snbject  at  tiiis  moment;  he  had  bnt 


on  their  table,  to  see  how  tin 
sented  a  short  time  ego  from  thoee  whose  Mose 
the  gentlemsD  from  Oomieationt  ondertodc  to 
adTDoate,  aooorded  with  the  sentiments  he  bad 
this  dsr  expressed  fbr  them. 

Ur.  IxoiD  said  ho  oonaidered  the  qnestd<»i 
now  under  dlscoseion  as  one  of  Uie  most  im- 
portant that  has  ooemred  sinoe  the  adoption  of 
the  Feder^  ConstitTition.  It  is  a  sol^aotL  said 
Ur.  L.,  deeplT  implloating,  and  perhaps  detar- 
mining,  the  &te  of  the  commerce  and  navigK- 
Hon  of  oor  oomitiy ;  a  oonunerce  which  has 
afforded  emploj'ment  for  neorlj  a  million  and  a 
half  of  tons  of  navigation ;  whiob  hu  fbnnd  oo- 
enpation  for  hnndreds  of  thoDBonda  of  oar  otti- 
»Ds  ;  which  has  spread  wealth  and  prosperity 
in  every  region  of  oar  oonntry,  and  which  has 
upheld  Qte  Government  by  furnishing  the  rer- 
enoe  for  its  sapport. 

A  oommeroe  irtiioh  has  yielded  an  annnal 
amoont  of  exports  exceeding  one  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars ;  an  amount  trf  exports  three 
times  as  great  as  was  po«Be«ed  by  tbe  first 
mariljme  sod  oommerdal  notiou  of  the  world 
at  the  eommenoement  of  the  last  oentnr  j,  when 
her  population  was  double  that  of  the  United 
Btates  at  this  time  ;  an  amount  of  exports  equal 
to  what  Great  Britain,  with  her  navy  of  a  thou- 
sand ships,  and  with  all  her  boasted  manu&o- 
tore^  possessed  oven  at  so  reoent  a  period  as 
within  aliout  fifteen  years  from  this  date ;  surely 
this  is  a  oommeroa  not  to  be  trifled  with;  a 
commerce  not  lightly  to  be  offered  up  as  the 
Tiotim  of  fruitless  experiment. 

Our  oommeroe  has  unquestionably  been  snb- 
Jeot  to  great  embarrassment,  vexation,  and  plun- 
der, fhnn  tbe  beliigerents  of  Europe.  Thwe  is 
no  doubt  bnt  botn  France  and  Great  Britain 
have  violated  the  laws  of  nationa,  and  immo- 
lated the  rights  ofnentrals;  bat,  there  is,  in  my 
opinion,  a  striking  difference  in  the  oiroum- 
stenoee  of  the  two  nations ;  the  one,  instigated 
by  a  lawless  thirst  cf  nniversal  donunatioiL  is 
seeking  to  extend  on  iron-handed,  merdless  dw- 


potiflu  over  ev^  rc^ofi  of  the  gk>be  ;  wlula 
tbe  other  is  fighting  for  her  *aial»  saluM,  for 
the  preeervatioa  ot  her  Uberties,  end  protmbty 
lor  her  vei7  existence. 

The  (me  profeeste  to  relnot  at  tbe  inocHivad- 
enoe  she  oeesnoaiyon  by  tba  adoption  of  meas- 
ures wliioh  are  deolaNd  to  be  intended  nserely 
as  meaaurea  of  retaliatioa  on  bar  enemies  and 
wluoh  she  avows  she  will  retract  as-sooa  as  tlM 
oaosee  whkh  occasion  them  are  willtdrawn. 
The  other,  in  addition  to  depredatim  and  oob- 
flagratiim,  treats  you  with  the  utmost  oontomely 
and  disdain  ;  she  sdmile  not  that  you  poaess 
the  righto  of  sovertAenty  and  independenea.  h«t 
undertakes  to  le^date  ibr  you,  and  detdaiei 
tha^  whether  you  are  willing  or  unwiffing,  die 
oonriden  yon  ■■  at  war  with  her  eoetny :  dtat 
she  had  aireeted  yoor  property,  and  would  hoU 
it  as  bail  for  your  obediMtee,  until  she  koaw 
whether  yon  woald  servilely  echo  submuciootD 
her  mandates. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  ocmduot  of  titete 
beOigerante  gave  rise  to  the  embargo ;  bat  If 
this  messnrehas  hoea  proved  by  experienoe  to 
be  inoperative  as  it  regards  them,  and  destrao- 
tive  only  as  it  respects  croraelves,  then  every  dic- 
tate of  magnaniniilT,  of  wisdom,  and  <«  pnt- 
denoe,  should  nrge  the  immediate  rqwal  <u  iL 

The  protn4ety  of  doing  this  is  now  omdw  <U»- 
oussion.  The  proposition  is  a  naked  ode ;  it 
la  unoonneoted  with  ulterior  measures;  aad 
gwitlemea  who  vote  for  its  repeal  ought  not  to 
DO  considered  as  averse  from,  and  they  are  not 
'  opposed  to,  the  subsequent  adoption  of  such 
t^her  raeasores  as  the  honor  and  the  intcveet  ot 
tbe  country  may  require. 

In  oonaideriog  this  snbjeo^  it  naturally  {k^ 
sents  itself  under  three  distinct  heads: 

Ist.  As  it  reepeeta  tbe  security  which  Hgave 
.  to  our  navigation,  and  the  proteoti(»i  it  <^red 
'  our  seamen,  which  war*  the  ostensible  ol^Jeets 
of  its  adopbcm. 

3dly.  In  reference  to  its  effect  on  other  na- 
tions, meaning  France  and  Great  Britain,  in  oo- 
erdng  tbem  to  adopt  a  more  just  and  honora- 
ble oonrse  <rf  policy  towards  us  ;  and, 

8dly.  As  it  renrds  tbe  efibcts  wiuch  it  has 
produced  and  wiU  produce  amoiu  ourselves. 

In  thus  oonsideriag  it,  mr,  1  uiall  only  mak« 
a  fa*  remarks  on  tbe  first  head.  I  have  no  de- 
sire to  indoy^  in  retrospections ;  the  measure 
was  adopted  by  the  Gorenunent ;  if  evil  has 
flowed  from  It,  that  evil  cannot  now  be  reoaUod. 
If  events  have  proved  it  to  be  a  wise  and  bea- 
efldal  measure,  lam  willing  that  those  to  whom 
it  owes  its  parentage  ehonld  receive  all  the  Immi- 
ors  that  are  due  to  theon ;  but  if  securi^  toonr^ 
navigatian,  and  i»^>tection  to  onr  seamen,  were* 
the  real  objects  of  the  Mnbargo,  then  it  has* 
already  answered  all  the  efi^cts  that  can  be  ex- 
pected frvm  iL  In  &ot,  its  longer  oontinuBace 
will  effeotnally  ooant«raot  the  o^ects  of  its  adop- 
tion ;  for  it  is  notorious,  that  each  day  lesseos 
the  number  of  our  seamen,  by  their  emigration 
to  foreign  counbHes,  in  quest  of  that  employ< 
ment  and  subdstence  whkh  they  have  bees 
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•mubiiDed  to  SaA,  bot  can  no  Iodkbt  proonre, 
■t  hoDM  ;  and  m  it  Kgarda  oar  Dsvigatlon,  coq- 
Bd*i«d  u  part  of  the  uatiODsI  property,  it  b  not 
po-hftps  very  material  whether  it  it  easA  in  th« 
ocean,  or  whether  it  is  deBtiDed  to  become  worth- 
\em  from  lying  and  rotting  at  onr  whorresi  In 
(ither  caas,  deetniction  is  equally  cert^n,  it  is 
death  ;  and  th«  only  difference  seems  to  b«  be- 
tween death  by  a  aoup  de  graee,  or  death  aAer 
bsriof  fiietained  the  too^protraeted  twmenta 
oTtortnTe. 

Wbat  effect  has  this  meemire  prodoocd  on 
femga  natioDBt  What  ejfeethas  itprodaced 
(nfrsnoet 

The  honorable  gentlemaa  froijj  Oonneotiont 
ha  told  yon,  and  told  yoa  tmly,  In  an  eipoat 
predated  by  the  French  Uinister  of  Foreign 
AflUrs  to  tfa«  Empflror,  that  this  metsore  is 
mch  aiq>landed  :  it  is  called  a  tnagnanlmous 
DManireaf  the  AmerioonsI  And  in  aconTersa- 
lion  which  is  atated  to  have  passed  recently  at 
B^onne,  between  the  Emperor  of  France  and 
m  American  gentleman,  it  is  taid,  and  I  believe 
correctly,  that  the  Fmperor  expressed  bis  ap- 
probation of  the  embargo.  I  nave  no  douot 
that  this  is  the  ftot ;  the  measnre  ia  too  consen- 
taneons  with  his  system  of  policy,  not  to  be 
ippndiated  by  him.  60  long  as  the  extreme 
Biaritime  prepooderancy  of  Great  Britain  shall 
eoatiniiB,  with  or  without  the  existenoe  of  an 
AmericsD  embargo,  or  with  or  withont  the 
British  Orders  in  Connoil,  Franoe  can  enjoy  bat 
very  little  fbreign  oonunerce,  and  that  little  the 
ScttfnoT  of  Franoe  would  nndonbtedly  be  will- 
isg  to  saerifioe,  provided  that,  by  so  doing,  he 
'  eonld  tnaore  tbe  deitrootion  of  a  mnoh  kjger 
snd  more  volnable  aroonnt  of  British  and  Amer- 
ican commerce. 

It  is  therefore  apparent,  that  this  measure, 
eoDsdeitd  as  ft  coercive  measore  against  Franoe, 
is  Bo^torv  in  the  extreme. 

Tbst,  Mr,  ar^  or  have  been  Its  eflhota  00 
Great  Britain! 

Then  the  embaigo  was  first  laid  the  nation 
were  altnned.  Engtfged  in  a  very  extended 
■od  important  oommeroe  with  this  cotmb7, 
proNcnted  opon  the  most  liberal  and  conSden- 
titltenn^  this  meaanre,  wbetiier  eonridered  at 
sasct  of  hoeUltty,  or  as  a  mere  raanieipal  re- 
strictive regnlatJon,  conld  not  bnt  eidte  ap- 
prehension ;  ibr  moet  of  oar  writer^  in  relation 
to  her  cidonies,  had  impreseed  the  belief  of  the 
dependence  of  the  West  India  Mttlementa  on 
fiw  United  Statea  for  the  means  of  enbsisleDoe. 
Acwndingly,  for  several  months  after  tbe  im- 
position of  the  embargo,  we  find  it  remidned  an 
.ot^fect  of  eolicitade  with  them,  nor  have  I  anv 
dooht  that  the  Uinistry,  at  that  time,  partook 
'of  the  national  feeling  ;  for  it  appears,  so  late 
ss  Jqne,  that  such  a  dispontion  existed  with  the 
British  Ministry,  as  induced  onr  Minister  at  the 
Oonrt  cf  Londcm  to  entert^  the  Mief,  and  to 
■sake  known  tohisGrevemmenttheexpectatitm 
ke  entertained,  that  on  a^nstment  wonld  take 
^ace  of  the  differences  between  this  oonntry 
and  Greet  Britain. 


But,  sii',  the  spprehensions  of  the  British  na- 
tion and  Ministry  gradually  became  weaker ; 
the  embargo  had  been  submitted  to  tbe  never- 
erring  test  of  experience,  and  information  of  its 
real  effects  flowed  in  Irom  every  quarter. 

It  was  found  that,  instead  of  reduoingthe 
West  Indies  by  famine,  the  planters  in  the  West 
Indies,  by  varying  their  prooess  of  agricaltnre, 
and  appropriating  a  small  part  of  their  plant*-  . 
tiona  for  tne  rsiring  of  ground  provisions,  were 
enabled,  withont  materially  diminishing  their 
venal  crops  of  prodnoe,  in  a  great  measure  ta 
depend  upon  tbunselves  for  their  own  means  of 
■nbeiatence. 

The  British  Ministry  also  became  acquainted 
aboat  this  time  (June)  with  the  unexpected  and 
unexampled  prosperity  of  their  colonies  of  Can- 
ada and  Nova  Bcotjo.  It  was  peroeived  that 
one  year  of  an  American  embargo  was  worth  Vt 
them  twenty  years  of  peace  or  war  under  any 
other  ciroumstancee ;  that  the  usual  order  of 
things  was  reversed  ;  that  in  Hen  of  American 
merobanta  making  eMatea  from  the  nse  of  Brit- 
ish merchandise  and  BritiA  capital,  tbe  Oana- 
dlan  merohantB  were  making  fortunes  of  from 
ten  to  thirty  or  forty  thousand  pomids  in  ayear, 
from  the  nse  of  American  mwobandise  and 
American  capital :  for  ItisnotorioUB,  that  great 
supplies  uf  Inmber,  and  pot  and  pearl  aahe^ 
have  been  transported  from  the  American  to 
the  British  side  of  tbe  Lakes  ;  this  merchan- 
dise, for  want  of  competition,  the  Canadian 
merchant  bought  at  a  very  reasonable  rate,  sent 
it  to  bis  oorreepondeiMs  in  England,  and  drew 
exchange  against  the  shipments  ;  the  hills  for 
which  exohwge  he  sold  to  the  merchants  of  the 
United  Statea  for  q>eole,  transported  by  wagon 
loads  at  noon-day,  fhnn  tbe  banks  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  over  the  borders  into  Canada.  And 
thns  was  the  Canadian  merchant  enabled,  with 
the  assistance  only  of  a  sood  credit,  to  oarry  oa 
an  immensely  extendea  and  beneficial  com- 
merce, withont  the  necessary  employment,  oa 
hia  part,  of  a  ringle  oent  of  his  own  oa^taL' 

About  this  time,  also,  the  revolution  in  Spidn 
develtmed  ttaelf.  Tbe  British  Wnistry  foresaw 
the  advantage  this  wonld  be  to  them,  and  im- 
mediately formed  a  coalition  with  the  patriots: 
"hf  doing*  this,  they  secured  to  themselves  in 
despite  of  their  enemies,  an  aoceasible  channel 
of  commnnication  with  the  Continent.  They 
must  also  have  been  oonvinoed,  that  if  the  Span- 
lards  did  not  succeed  in  Europe,  the  Colonies 
would  declare  themselves  Independent  of  the 
mother  country,  and  rely  on  the  maritime  force 
of  Great  Britahi  for  their  protection,  and  thns 
wonld  tliey  have  opened  to  them  an  incalcu- 
lably advantsgeous  mart  for  theircommeree  and 
mannbotnres  ;  for,  having  Joined  the  Spaniards 
without  Btipnlation,  they  undoubtedly  expected 
tore^  thdr  reward  in  the  eiclnslve  commer- 
cial privileges  that  would  be  accorded  to  them ; 
nor  were  tfaey  dedrons  to  seek  competitors  for 
the  favor  of  the  Spaniards  :  if  they  conld  keep 
the  navigation,  the  enterprise,  and  the  capital  of 
the  United  Slates  from  an  interference  with 
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than,  it  waa  their  interest  to  da  it  and  tli«r 
would,  from  this  (nroiunataitce,  probaUj  oooAi- 
er  Bons,  two,  or  three  jrean'ooaUiiiuuiM  (tf  the 
mnlMnro  u  a  boon  to  tbem. 

Ur.  Smith,  of  Marjland,  Bud  he  wwnot  pn- 
|Mred  to  go  u  {argely  into  tbii  Bolgeat  ■•  it  mer- 
ited, having  neither  docomentt  tuir  M^n  be- 
fore him.  He  woold  tberefora  only  take  a 
ahort  Tiew  of  it  in  hia  fray,  and  endeavor  to  re- 
but a  part  of  the  aq[iimeiit  of  the  geDlleman 
fitoi  MawaduHetta,  ud  p«huia  to  DOlMeeome 
<tf  tbeobaurationaof  Qiegeotlemanfrom  Coa- 
neotiont.  He  perfeotlj  apeed  witli  the  latter 
gentleman  that  this  onmect  on^t  to  be  taken 
up  with  eo<daeai,  and  Willi  t«nper,  and  he  oonld 
have  wiahed  Qiat  the  guitleman  from  Oonneeti- 
oot  wMild  ban  been  oaodid  enongli  to  pnraae 
that  oonrae  which  he  had  laid  down  for  othen. 
Bad  be  dona  it)  No.  In  the  oonrae  of  the 
diacosHoo,  the  genUeman  liad  ehuged  it  npon 
•ome  one,  be  knew  not  whom,  that  there  waa 
a  diapodtitHi  to  break  down  oommetoe  for  the 
pnrpoae  of  erecUiig  mannfactoree  im  ita  ruing, 
if  ttuB  was  the  dispoution  of  those  who  had  ad- 
Tooated  the  embargo,  Hr.  S.  aud  he  waa  not 
one  to  go  with  them,  and  p^ectly  owreqMMid- 
ed  with  the  gentleman  iu  saying  that  aach  a 
plan  would  be  extremely  iq]Drfoiia;  that  poaai- 
blf  It  ooold  not  be  enforced  in  the  [^ted 
States^  and  that,  if  it  ooold,  merdiiaiita  would 
oonoeire  tbenuelTea  highly  aggrieved  by  it 
But  the  gentleman's  idMS  hadiio  foundatioD. 
Mr.  S.  Bud  he  had  before  seen  it  in  newapapers, 
hat  had  couMd^^  it  a  mere  eleotionearing 
tiick;  that  nothing  like  oommon  aenae  or 
reaaoa  waa  meant  by  it,  and  nobody  believed  it. 
The  gentleman  sorely  did  not  throw  ont  Uiia 


Hie  gentleman  last  np,  thronghont  his  argn* 
ment,  had  gfiaa  npon  tbe  gronnd  that  it  is  the 
ambugo  wlu«Ii  lUB  prevented  all  onr  cou- 
meroe;  that,  if  the  embargo  were  removed,  we 
might  pnrsne  it  in  tiie  same  manner  aa  if  the 
eommeroeof  tbe  whole  world  waa  t^ran  to  na. 
If  ttie  genUeman  ooold  have  diown  tUa,  be 
would  have  gone  with  him  heart  and  band;  but 
it  did  not  appear  to  him  tliat,  were  the  embar- 
go taken  off  to-morrow,  any  oommeroe  of  mo-' 
ment  eoold  be  puwied.  Ur.  B.  aaid  he  waa  not 
o«tain  that  it  might  not  be  a  wise  measure  to 
t«ke  c^  tbe  embargo ;  bnt  he  waa  oerhun  that 
•ome  other  measnre  ahonld  be  taken  before 
they  Ihoogfat  (rf  taldng  that.  And  he  bad 
hoped  that  gentlemen  woold  have  told  them 
what  measore  shonld  have  beoi  taken  before 
they  removed  tbe  embargo^  Hot  ao^  however. 
A  naked  propontion  was  b^bte  Utem  to  take 
off  the  emWio ;  and  were  that  agreed  to^  and 
the  prcnierty  ^  America  mUeot  to  depredations 
by  both  the  belligerenta,  tb^  would  be  fbre- 
doeed  from  taking  any  measm«  at  all  for  ita 
defonoe.  For  this  reaaoQ  tbia  rewdotion  ahonld 
properly  have  gone  originally  to  the  oonunittee 
on  the  reaolntion  of  the  gentleman  bom.  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  GILw.^ 


Mr.  B.  *M  be  was  not  prefiared  for  s  loog 
diacnsaion,  be  ahonld  take  bnt  a  abort  view. 
He  woold  not  go  baok  lo  see  which  naiioii  had 
been  the  flnt  deader.    He  waa  not  the  qicdo-' 

Cl  of  any  nalioD,  btat,  be  traated,  a  t^vvut  da- 
der  of  the  nghlai  honor,  and  interests  ot  bia 
own  ooantry.  By  the  deeraas  of  Fnuaca  every 
veeael  boond  to  or  from  Oreat  Britatn,  waa  de- 
clared good  prize.  And  still  forther;  if  spoken 
alone  by  any  Britiab  reasd,  they  were  oon- 
demned  In  uie  f^«nch  price  coorta.  Wbca  a 
veaael  arrived  in  tbe  porta  «f  fianoe,  Hr.  3. 
aaid,  bribery  and  oormpticoi  wue  made  naa  ef 
in  order  t«  effect  her  oondemnattoo.  Every 
sailor  oa  board  was  at|)arately  examined  aa  t* 
what  bad  b^PMMd  in  tbe  eonree  of  tbe  voyage; 
they  were  told,  yon  wUl  have  one-tliird  of  the 
venel  and  cargo  aa  your  porthw  of  the  raise- 
oMHiey,  if  you  will  say  that  yoor  veeael  has 
tooched  at  a  Britjah  pott  or  baa  been  viailed 
by  a  British  onuser.  Of  eoorae  then,  by  tha 
deereea  <d  France,  all  American  proipit^ 
that  floata  is  snlfject  to  oondemnatiaa  by  tba 
Frend),  if  it  had  come  in  contact  with  Kitisb 
handa.    Were  genUemen  willing  to  submit  to 


tleman  from  Connecticnt,  who  was  wilSofc 
however,  that  onr  ships  should  arm  and  demand 
tbemselree.  Mr.  B.  aaid  that  he  had  htnwd 
the  honoratde  gentJeman  wonld  have  vHie  for- 
tber,  and  aaid  not  only  that  be  wonld  in  this 
eaae  permit  oar  veesels  to  defend  tbemaelTes,  bat 
to  make  good  prize  of  any  vemet  which  ahonld 
impede  the  trade  admitted  by  the  lawa  of  na- 
tiooa.  But  Che  gentleman  bad  stopped  short 
of  this. 

By  tbe  orders  in  OonDoil,  now  made  law, 
(aaid  Mr.  8.,)  all  nentrala— all  nMtralt,  diia  ia  a 
mwe  word  ad  eaptondum,  aa  it  ia  well  known 
there  is  no  neutral  oommeroe  bnt  Ameriean — 
all  Aroeiiosn  vessels,  then,  bonnd  to  France,  or 
ooontriea  in  allianoe  with  berjare  made  good 
prize  in  the  British  ooorts.  when  bonnd  to 
any  part  ot  the  oonlloent  <^  Ean^>e,  or  any 
poeaceaions  in  Tarkey  or  Asia,  they  an  a  good 
prise,  Sweden  alone  ezeepted.  We  are  than 
pennitted  to-trade — for  it  is  a  permiarion  to 
trade,  rinoe  we  mnst  acknowledge  onraalves 
indebted  to  her  for  any  ahe  permita — we  are 
gracionsly  permitted  to  go  to  Sweden,  to  wbidi 
oonntry  onr  whole  export*  amonnt  to  $60,1117 1 
Thia  petty  trade  is  generously  permitted  na  as 
a  boon,  and  tbia  bo<m  will  be  strnck  off  the  list 
of  permisdim,  the  moment  any  difference  ariaea 
between  Great  Britain  and  Sweden.  I  am 
aware,  sir,  that  ge 
qpire  explanation 
Great  Britain  says  yon  shsU  not  trade  to  any 
of  tbe  oomitriee  I  have  interdicted  till  yon  have 
my  leave ;  pay  me  a  doty  and  then  yon  m^ 
to  any  pcwt ;  pay  me  a  tribute,  and  then  yon 
dl  have  my  license  to  trade  to  any  ports 
yon  choose.  What  is  this  tribute  t  Not  having 
the  doonments  befwe  m^  I  may  make  an  error 
of  a  fraction,  but  in  the  prindple  I  am  cc«recL 
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On  Um  srtide  of  fltntr,  Omj  teQ  lu,  joa  nm 
Wing  fioor  to  Gnat  BriUin  from  America,  land 
it,  and,  if  7oin«-«zport  il,  pay  into  ovr  treuaiT 
tvo  doUara  on  arerj  baireL  For  every  barrel 
of  floDf  vhich  we  aend  to  Spun,  Portngal,  or 
Italy,  where  the  gentleman  from  Hawacbmetta 
has  correctlT  told  oa  mach  of  it  is  coaisiuned, 
little  of  it  being  oaed  la  Great  Britain  or  France, 
jon  mnst  paj  two  dollan  beaidea  ;oar  freight 
and  inaDtanc«.  And  thia  tribate  ia  to  be  paid 
fiir  a  permiBnon  to  tnde.  Are  geatlemea  will- 
ing to  snbmit  to  thiat 

On  tha  artitde  9f  wheat,  exported,  too  moit 
pn  in  Great  Britain  a  dntj  o(  I  bdiere,  two 
ahillinga  aterHng  a  bttahel,  before  it  can  be  re- 
azported.  On  tbe  important  article  of  ootton 
tibej  kava  cbaimd  a  Aatj  on  its  exportation  of 
wae  pence  staninff  per  Ib^  eqnal  to  the  whole 
value  of  the  article  itaelf  in  Georgia  or  Sooth 
Oan^DB.  This  is  in  addition  to  tbe  osoal  im- 
port da^  c/  two  pence  in  the  ponnd,  Tbna, 
if  we  wish  to  go  to  tbe  Continent,  we  ma;  go 
OD  ooodilloQ  ot  paying  a  tribnle  equal  to  the 
Talne  of  the  cotton,  in  addition  to  risk  or  in- 
■nrnnoe.  It  is  general!;  nnderBtood  that  two- 
tbirdi  of  the  cotton  exported  bj  as,  may  be 
eoonmed  in  £ngland,  when  all  her  manofao- 
tnrea  are  in  good  work.  On  the  remaining 
third  the  people  of  the  Sonthem  oonntry  are 
anlyeot  to  a  tribnte — on  twenty  milUons  of 
poauidi^  at  the  rate  of  17  centa  per  ponnd.  Let 
tfaia  be  ealcolated,  and  it  will  be  seen  what  tax 
ire  mo^pay  for  leave  to  sell  that  article. 

The  Eji^iah  Orders  bad  told  ds  we  might 
trade  a*  nraal  with  the  Weat  India  Islands ;  hot 
BOW,  beUeving  no  doabt  that  this  Guvemment 
hm  not  alrengtfa  or  enern  in  itself  to  madniain 
maj  ajatcm  long,  what  has  she  done!  Pro- 
dauned  a  blockade  on  tbe  remaining  islands  of 
Vranoa,  so  that  we  are  now  oonSoed  to  British 
iaiandaakmel  We  are  reabrieted  from  trading 
there  by  blockade,  and  what  aecnrity  have  wa, 
that  iftbeeDabargobetakmoff— fori  wish  it 
were  off:  no  man  anflen  more  from  it,  Id  pro- 
portion to  bia  ciq>ital,  than  I  do;  hot  I  stand 
bwe  the  Reprceentativeitf  the  people,  and  most 
andearor  to  act  in  inch  a  manner  aa  will  beet 
Mooie  their  intereeti ;  and  1  pledge  myself  to 
join  heart  and  hand  with  gentlemen  to  take  it 
tfB,  whenever  we  can  have  a  safe  and  honorable 
trade — that,  from  oar  sabmitting  to  these  Inter- 
fietioDs,  aa  a  right  of  Great  Britain^  she  may 
BOt  ebooae  to  interdiet  all  trad&  she  iMing  om- 
nipotent, and  sole  miatraas  t4  the  ooean,  as  we 
were  told  by  tbe  gentleman  frtim  Oonnectlcnt. 
I  have  aoMi  a  We  Elfish  pamphlet,  called 
"Hinta  to  both  rartiea,''^aaid  to  be  by  a  mbis- 
lerial  writer,  to  thia  eSeot:  that  Great  Brit^ 
biTing  oovaund  over  all  tbe  seas,  oonid  and 
«^  to  exclnde  and  monopdite  the  trade  of 
tbe  world  to  herself  This  pamphlet  goes  criU- 
(sUf  into  an  exunination  of  the  snhjact;  says 
ttist  by  a  stroke  of  policy  she  can  cnt  ns  off 
from  our  extenaive  trade;  that  she  has  tbe 
power,  and,  having  the  power,  she  ooght  to 


TcasDAT,  November  3S. 
TA«Eniiargo. 

Mr.  UoosK  said  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticnt  had  asked  if  the  embargo  had  bees 
prodnctive  of  the  coDsequeneea  expected  to  re- 
sult from  it  when  pasBed  t  Had  it  not  been 
more  injnriooB  to  the  United  Statea  than  to 
foreign  national  It  is  certainly  tme(saidUr. 
M.)  that  it  has  not  been  prudootive  of  all  tbe 
effects  expected  by  thoee  who  were  its  advo- 
eaiet  when  it  paaeed,  bnt  it  baa  not  had  a  fair 
experiment  The  law  hsa  been  violated,  and 
sn  illicit  commeroe  carried  on,  by  which  tbe 
belllgerenta  have  received  snch  BDt>pliea  as  to 
have  partially  prevented  its  good  effects. 

The  pnbltcations  thronehont  the  United 
Btatea,  and  thenoe  in  Enghmd.  that  tbe  em- 
bargo  oonId  not  be  maint^nea,  have  indooed 
the  b^igorents  to  believe  that  we  wanted  en- 


Uiese  droomstanoes.  it  ^pevs  to  me  that  the 
embargo  has  not  bad  a  Eur  trial.  I  have  ever 
been  Of  opinion  that  the  only  warfare  wbkb 
we  oonld  ever  carry  on  to  advantage,  must  be 
oommeroiol ;  and,  bnt  for  evasions  and  miacal- 
onlations  on  onr  weakness,  we  should  befbre 
this  have  been  suffered  to  pnraae  our  aeona- 
t<Hned  trade. 

It  has  been  aded  whether  the-  embargo  ha> 
not  operated  more  aa  the  United  Btatea  than 
on  the  European  Powers!  In  eatinuttlng  this, 
it  will  be  proper  to  take  Into  oonsideration  the 
evils  prevented,  as  well  as  the  injury  done  W 
the  embargo.  If  the  embatgo  had  not  passed, 
ia  it  not  owtaln  tJiat  tbe  whme  prodooe  of  the 
United  Bt«tM  wonld  have  invited  attack  and 
ofbredabait  to  the  rqiacityi^  the  belligerent 
omisersf  If  a  fbw  have  accidentally  tended 
them,  it  is  no  evidence  that,  if  the  embargo 
had  not  been  laid,  the  whole  would  not  have 
been  In  tbe  honda  of  the  belligerents.  That 
both  belllgereiita  have  manifested  hostiUliea  by 
ediota  wbiob  prostrated  onr  oMnmsroe,  will  not 
be  denied  by  any  gentleman.  Great  Britain, 
OB  a  former  occasion,  paaaed  an  order,  aent  it 
out  secretly,  and  before  onr  Miniiter  was  oBi- 
d^y  notified,  it  waa  in  fyi  operation.  Thdr 
late  coders  included  all  onr  commeroe  whinh 
was  afloat.  Was  it  not  to  be  expected  that 
soch  would  have  been  tbe  potiey  of  Great 
^tain  in  this  case,  and  such  onr  proportiMiate 
losgj  if  tbe  embargo  had  not  been  Um,  and  thna 
nuU«dted  this  vuaable  oommeroe  from  their 

WnnnaDAT,  November  S8. 
Tkt  Snbargo. 
Jtr,  GxAiTTOBD  said  that  one  of  the  otijeeta  of 
the  sentieman  from  Oonneoticnt  was,  no  doubt, 
to  oDt^  Information  of  the  efieots  of  the  em- 
bargo system  from  every  part  of  tbe  Umted 
States.  This  inibrmation  waa  very  dedrable  at 
the  present  time,  to  asnat  the  Conncila  at  the 
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natJOD  ID  an  upioion  of  tiie  coqtm  jroper  t 
pnrsned  in  relation  to  it.  A  GoTeninient  fo 
ed,  like  ours,  on  tbe  principle  of  tbe  wiU  of  the 
nation,  wbioh  satwistad  but  bj  it,  Bhoald  be  at- 
tentive aa  far  as  povible  to  the  fbelingi  and 
wishes  of  the  people  OTer  whom  the;  presided. 
He  did  not  say  that  the  BepreaeiitatdTee  of  a 
free  people  oaght  to  yield  implidt  obedience  to 
•ny  portion  of  the  people  who  may  believe  them 
to  act  erroneous] J ;  bnt  their  will,  when  iiaiij 
ezpremed,  onght  to  hare  great  weiibt  on  a  Oor- 
emment  like  oera.  The  Senate  had  reoeired 
aeTeral  deacriptionB  of  tlie  effects  produced  by 
the  embargo  in  the  eastern  section  of  the  Union. 
Ae  the  Representative  of  another  extrmne  of 
this  nation,  Mr.  C.  swd  be  oonceivod  it  his  doty 
to  give  a  fair,  faitbfnl,  and  candid  representa- 
tion of  tbe  Hentiments  of  the  people  whom  he 
had  the  honor  to  rBpTeeent.  It  was  otwaya 
the  duty  <tf  a  fiepresentative  to  eiaraine 
whether  the  effects  expected  from  any  aiven 
measure,  had  or  had  not  l>een  prodnoed.  If 
this  were  a  general  dnty,  how  mnoh  more  im- 
periOQsly  was  it  their  duty  at  this  time  I  Every 
one  admitted  that  cooBiderable  sufferings  have 
been  undergone,  and  mnoh  more  was  now  to 
be  borne. 

Gentlemen  have  oonsideFed  this  snbieot,  gen- 
erally, in  a  two-fold  view,  (said  Hr.  0.,)  as  to  its 
effects  on  onrselvee,  and  as  to  its  effects  on  for^gn 
nations.  I  think  this  a  proper  and  o(Mi«ot 
diviuon  of  thesntyect,  beoaose  we  are  c«1ainly 
more  interested  in  tbe  effects  of  the  measnra 
on  onrselvee  than  on  other  nationa.  I  shall 
therefore  thns  pnrane  the  snlgect. 

It  is  in  vain  to  deny  that  this  is  not  a  pros- 
peroos  time  in  the  United  States;  that  onr 
situation  is  neither  promising  nor  flattering.  It 
Is  impoeeible  to  say  that  we  hftve  sn&red  no 
privations  in  the  year  1806,  or  that  there  is  a 
general  spuit  of  oontent  tbronghoot  tiie  United 
States;  bat  I  am  very  fu  ftora  faelieving  that 
there  is  a  general  spirit  of  disocratent.  When- 
ever die  measores  of  the  Government  imme- 
diately affect  the  interest  of  any  considerable 
portion  of  its  citizens,  discontents  will  arise, 
however  great  the  benefits  wbit^  are  expected 
from  snch  measores.  One  dlsoontentea  man 
excites  more  attention  tban  a  thotuand  con- 
tented men,  and  hence  the  nnmber  of  discon- 
tented is  always  overrated.  In  the  country 
which  I  represent,  T  believe  no  measure  is  more 

Splanded  or  more  cheerfolly  sabmitted  to  tban 
s  embargo.  It  baa  been  viewed  tlkere  as  tlte 
only  alternative  to  avoid  war.  It  b  a  measore 
which  is  enforced  in  that  oonntrv  at  every 
aacrifice.  At  the,  same  time  that  1  make  this 
declaration,  I  am  jnstlfied  in  asserting  that 
there  is  no  section  of  t^e  Union  whose  inter- 
ests are  more  immediately  offeoted  by  the  meas- 
ore  than  the  Southern  States — than  the  State  of 
Georgia. 

We  liave  been  told  by  an  honorable  gentle- 
man, who  has  declaimed  with  great  force  and 
dognence  sguust  this  measure,  that  great  part 
of  the  produce  of  tbe  Eastern  cooDtiy  luB  fbimd 


its  way  into  market;  that  new  ways  have  been 
cut  open,  and  produce  has  fbnnd  its  wa;  out. 
Not  so  with  qb;  we  raise  no  provisions,  except 
a  small   quantity  of  rioe,  for  exportation.     Tb« 

frodnction  of  onr  lands  lies  on  onr  hands.  We 
Bve  suffered,  and  now  snffer;  yet  we  hMrm 
not  complained. 

The  fears  of  the  Senthern  States  partioiilftrlf 
have  been  addreraed  by-the  gentleman  from 
Oonnecticnt,  by  a  declaration  that  Greet  Britain, 
^ose  fleets  cover  the  ocean,  will  certuidj 
flnd  a  Bonree  from  which  to  procnre  snj^Hes  of 
those  raw  materials  which  she  has  heretofmq 
been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  from  ne;  and 
that  having  thus  fonnd  another  market,  wb^ 
we  have  found  the  evil  of  oor  ways,  she  wiQ 
torn  a  deaf  ear  to  ns.  By  way  of  exemplifie*- 
tion,  tbe  gentieman  dted  a  familiar  example  of 
a  man  buying  butter  from  his  neighbors.  It 
did  not  appear  to  me  tiiat  this  bntter  story  re- 
ceived a  very  happy  elneidation.  In  the  conn- 
try  in  which  he  lives  there  are  so  many  bayers 
and  so  many  sellers  of  butter,  that  no  difficulty 
resoJts  from  a  cbsn^  of  pnrohasera  or  cnstont- 
ers.  Not  so  with  our  raw  nuterial.  Admitting 
that  Britain  can  find  other  markets  with  ease, 
there  is  still  a  great  distinction  between  this 
and  tbe  gentieman'a  butter  case.  When  a  maa 
sells  bntter  he  receives  money  or  sni^li«a  m 
payment  for  it.  Bis  wants  and  wishes  nnd 
those  of  his  purchasers  are  so  reaiprooal,  that 
no  difficnlty  oaq  ever  arise.  But  Great  Britain 
must  always  purchase  raw  materials  of  tboee 
who  purchase  her  mannikotares.  It  is  not  to 
oblige  us  that  she  takes  our  raw  materi^  bat 
it  is  because  we  take  her  mann&otnres  in  ex- 
change. So  long  as  this  state  of  things  omk 
tinaes,  so  long  they  Will  continue  to  resort  to 
oor  market  I  have  considered  the  gentleman's 
argument  on  this  point  as  applied  to  the  feeling 
of  the  Sonthem  country.  No  article  exported 
from  the  United  States  equals  cotton  in  ainoont. 
If  then  we  are  willing  to  mn  the  rist  I  tnist 
no  othw  part  of  the  ILiited  States  will  hesitate 
on  this  sutfject. 

Another  reason  offered  by  the  gentleman  frMn 
Oonnecticnt,  and  a  substantial  one  if  tme,  is, 
tlist  this  messnre  cannot  be  exeonted.  If  this 
be  tbe  case,  it  is  certainly  in  vtdn  to  persevere 
in  it,  for  the  non-execution  of  any  pnblio  law 
must  have  a  bad  tendency  on  tbe  morals  of  the 
people.  Bnt  tbe  facility  with  wliich  the  gen- 
tleman represents  these  laws  to  have  bean 
evaded,  proves  that  the  morals  of  tbe  evadera 
could  not  have  been  very  sound  when  the 
measure  was  adopted;  for  a  man  trained  to 
virtae  will  not,  whatever  fiwility  exists,  on  that 
account,  step  into  the  paths  of  error  and  ^oe. 

Although  I  believe  myself  that  this  measure 
has  not  been  properly  execnted,  nor  in  that  way 
in  which  the  situation  of  out  country  might  rea- 
sonably have  induced  us  to  en>ect,  yet  it'  has 
been  so  far  eiecated  as  to  produce  some  good 
effect.  So  &r  as  the  orders  and  decrees  remain 
in  full  force,  so  far  it  bos  &iled  of  the  efieot 
hiqted  from  it,    Bnt  it  has  prodnoed  a  considet- 
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■Ue  «Beet,  ae  I  ahall  sttotnpt  to  show  bere- 
■ftor. 

In  eommenting  on  thi>  ptrt  of  tbe  geatle- 
BUwi^  obaerTsdoiis,  it  beoc»nee  proper  to  notice, 
Boc  an  msiDiutioa,  bat  ft  positive  declaration 
tfaat  the  Beoret  intention  of  la^ng  the  embargo 
was  to  destrof  (XMnmeroe ;  and  was  in  a  ttate 
of  boBtilit J  to  the  arowed  intentioo.  This 
oertainlj  ia  a  heavy  ohsrge.  In  a  Goverameot 
lite,  thu,  ve  abodd  act  openly,  honestly,  and 
amdidly ;  the  MOple  ought  to  know  their  aitna- 
tion,  and  the  views  of  ^om  who  condnct  their 
aSairs.  It  is  the  worst  ot  political  dishonesty 
to  adopt  a  measure,  and  offer  that  reason  as  a 
Motivv  for  it  which  is  not  the  trae  and  substan- 
tial one.  The  tme  and  substantial  reason  for 
tb«  esibargo,  the  gentlMuao  says  he  believes, 
was  to  deab^>7  commerce,  and  on  its  mina  to 
raise  vp  domestio  mano&ctaree.  Tbia  idea,  I 
tUnk,  thon^  not  eipreaaly  oombatcd  by  the 
obserratians  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
Qb.  "Wam,)  was  snbatantially  refntad  by  him. 
That  gentleman,  with  great  elegance  and  aome- 
tlune  of  saroam,  applied  to  the  Uonse  to  know 
bow  the  Treaanry  woold  be  filled  in  the  next 
vaar;  and  obaervodtiiat  the  "present  inoum- 
Mnt  of  the  Presidential  palace  "  wonld  not  dare 
to  resort  to  a  direct  tax,  becanee  a  former  Ad- 
Ininistratioii  bad  done  ao  and  felt  the  efieota  of 
tt,  inantnating  that  the  present  Admiaiat ration 
diid  not  poSBeas  conrage  enough  to  attempt  it. 
Now,  I  Bsk,  if  they  dve  not  reeort  t«.a  direct 
tax,  excuse  laws,  and  stamp  acta,  where  will 
tbOT obtain  monsyt  Inwhatway  willtbepablio 
ni%rBb«filled}  lliogentlenuuiioiut  acknowl- 
edge that  aU  onr  preeent  rwenne  ia  derived  from 
oommercei,  and  must  oontinoe  to  b«  ao,  except 
reerat  be  had  to  a  direot  tax,  and  the  gentleman 
njs  we  have  not  courage  enough  for  that.  The 
gentteman  from  Oonneotiont  most  suppose,  if  the 
gentleman  frran  Delaware  be  correct,  that  the 
Administnttion  seeks  ita  own  destruction.  We 
must  have  revenue,  and  yet  are  tdd  that  we  wiah 
todartroy  the  only  way  in  which  it  can  be  had, 
except  by  a  direct  tax ;  a  rteort  to  which,  it  ia 
laaerted,  would  drive  osfrom  the  public  aerrice. 
Bat  we  are  told,  with  a  grave  face,  that  a  dia- 
poriti<Mk  is  jnauifeeted  to  make  this  measure  per- 
manent. The  States  who  call  themselvea 
eonuaardal  State*,  when  compared  with  the 
BonUieni  States,  may  emphatically  be  called 
nanoflBetDring  States.  Tite  Sonthem  States  are 
not  manoftctiuing  States  while  the  great  com- 
mercial States  an  abaolntely  the  mannfaotnrins 
States.  If  Q>ia  embargo  ^stem  were  intended 
tD  ha  permanent,  those  oommenoal  States  would 
be  b^efited  by  the  exchange,  to  the  it^jory  of 
Uw  Sonthem  States.  It  is  impoasible  for  us  to 
bd  a  market  for  oar  prodnce  but  by  foreign 
HRSmeroe;  and  whenever  a  change  of  the  kind 
iQodJed  to  ia  made,  that  diauge  will  operate  to 
the  injory  of  the  Boathem  States  more  than  to 
the  injury  of  the  commensal  States,  ao  called. 
But  another  secret  motive  with  which  the 
Govenuneat  is  charged  to  have  been  actuated 
1^  that  tbia  meamre  was  intended  and  U  oalcn- 
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promote  the  intweats  of  France.  To 
none  of  the  gentlemen  have  expreedy 
aaid  that  we  are  under  French  influence,  bat  a 
reaort  is  had  to  the  expos*  of  the  French  Minis- 
ter, and  a  deduction  thence  made  that  the 
embargo  was  laid  at  the  wish  of  Bonaparte. 
The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  told  ns  of  this 
expoa^  for  this  purpose ;  and  the  gentleman 
from  Masaaohusetta  appeared  to  notice  it  with 
the  same  view. 

Now  we  are  toH  tbat  Ibere  ia  no  danger  of 
war,  except  il  be  because  we  have  nnderatood 
that  Bonaparte  has  aoid,  there  shall  be  no  neu- 
trals; and  that,  if  we  r^)eal  the  embargo,  we 
may  expect  that  he  will  make  war  on  ua.  Aitd 
this  is  tne  only  sonroe  from  whence  the  gentle- 
man could  see  any  danger  of  war.  If  mis  der 
daration  against  nentr^ty  which  ia  attribnted 
to  the  Gallic  Emperor  be  true,  andit  may  beao, 
his  QalUo  Uijeety  could  not  pursue  a  more  di- 
rect course  to  e^ot  Lis  own  wishes  than  to  de- 
clare that  otv  embargo  had  been  adopted  under 
hie  influence.  And  unless  the  British  Uiniater 
had  more  political  sagacity  ttian  the  gentleman 
who  offered  the  evidence  of  the  expose  in  proof 
of  the  charge,  it  would  produce  the  very  end 
which  those  gentlemen  wished  to  avoid — a  war 
with  Great  Brittun ;  for  ebe  wonld  commence 
the  attack  oonld  she  believe  thia  oonntrj  under 
the  influence  of  France.    I  would  just  as  much 


Jestv  would  gladly  make  any  sacrifice  to  restore 
to  tiie  commerce  of  the  United  States  its  wonted 
activity.  No  man  in  the  nation  is  ally  enough 
to  be  gnlled  by  these  declarations;  but,  from 
the  nse  made  of  them,  we  ehonld  be  led  to  think 
otherwise,  were  it  not  for  the  exercise  of  our 
whole  stock  of  charity.  Now,  I  cannot  believe 
that  any  man  in  this  nation  does  believe  in  the 
sincerity  of  Hr.  Canning's  expressions,  or  that 
Bonaparte  believes  that  the  embargo  was  laid 
to  promote  hia  interest  I  camiot  believe  that 
there  is  any  roan  in  this  nation  who  does  can- 
did^ and  seriously  entertain  such  an  opinion. 

liie  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  says  it  ia 
b^e  that  a  oonsderable  alarm  was  excited  in 
England  when  the  news  of  the  embargo  arrived 
there;  that  they  had  been  led  to  believe,  from 
their  writers  and  apeakers,  that  a  disoontinnanoe 
of  their  intercourso  with  this  country  would  be 
productive  of  moat  injurious consegneuces;  but 
tbat  tbey  were  now  convinced  that  all  their 
writera  and  statesmen  were  iriintabun^  and  that 
she  can  suffer  a  discontinuance  of  intercourse 
without  bdng  convulsed  or  suffering  at  all.  To 
believe  this  requires  a  considerable  portion  of 
credulity,  espetnally  when  the  most  intelligent 
men  affirm  to  the  contrary.  In  the  last  of 
March  or  the  first  of  April  last,  we  find,  on  an 
examination  of  merchants  at  the  Bar  of  the 
British  House  of  Commons,  that  the  most  poM- 
tive  injory  must  result  from  a  continuance  of 
aon-int«rcourBe.  It  ia  not  possible  tbat  our 
merchants  on  this  side  of  the  water,  however 
intelligent  they  may  be,  can  be  as  well  aoqnaitit- 
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ed  with  th«  interests  <rf  Great  Britain  m  hw 
mo«t  inteUigent  merchanta.  This  alarm,  bow- 
«ror,  the  gHiUvnan  lua  told  na,  oonUniMd 
throngli  tlie  qning  and  diaspated  in  the  mmiiier. 
It  ia  verf  eaaj  to  diacover  the  canae  of  the  dls- 
eipatioQ  of  this  alarm.  It  was  not  because  the 
loss  of  interootme  was  not  calculated  to  prodaoe 
an  effect,  but  it  proceeded  from  u  adTentdtions 
catue,  which  oonld  not  have  been  aotidpated — 
the  revolntion  in  Spain ;  and  there  is  do  intdHr 
gent  manwhowill  Dotacknowledgettsii^iiriona 
effects  on  our  ooncerna.  No  socmer  did  the 
British  Ministers  see  a  probability  that  Ae 
ttrng^e  between  the  SMoish  patriots  and 
Praooewotdd  t>e  maintdneo,  thanth^conodTed 
hqiea  that  tbe7  miabt  find  other  snpidies;  and 
then  tliej  thought  uiej  mi^t  give  to  the  people 
an  itnpnlae  b^  Interesting  the  nation  in  Uie  afliura 
<tf  Spain,  wluch  woold  raider  ligjiter  the  efbots 
ofouremba^.  Thisistbecansettf tbei^ange 
in  Ur.  Oanning's  language ;  for  every  gentleman 
in  the  Hodbo  knows  that  a  veiy  material  change 
took  place  in  it  in  the  latter  put  of  thesaiiiiiier. 
If  then  the  embargo  has  not  prodooed  the  effects 
ctJcnlated  from  it,  we  ha7e  ever;  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  ita  &iliire  to  prodnoe  these  effects  boa 
been  ooooected  with  cansea  wboll;  adventitioas, 
and  which  maj  give  way  if  the  nation  adheres 
to  tlie  meaanre.  If^  however,  there  be  any  prob- 
ability that  these  oanaes  will  be  oontinaed  for 
a  long  time,  we  ought  to  abandon  it.  I  am  not 
in  ftivor  of  continning  any  measure  of  this  kind, 
except  there  be  a  prohanility  of  its  prodooing 
some  effect  on  those  who  make  it  necessary  for 
QB  to  exercise  this  act  of  self-deni^  When  I 
first  saw  the  account  <^  the  revolation  in  Spain, 
my  fears  were  excited  leat  it  shonld  prc^noe 
the  effect  which  it  has  done.  Aa  won  as  I  saw 
the  stand  made  by  the  Spanish  patriotaj!  was 
apprehensive  that  it  might  bnoy  ap  the  Briti^ 
nation  nnder  the  anfferings  ari^g  from  the 
efTects  of  thrar  iniqnitona  orders,  which,  com- 
pared with  the  sno^rings  which  we  onierivee 
nave  borne,  have  been  as  a  hnndred  to  one. 
If  there  be  evidence  that  the  effects  ot  this  meae- 
nre  will  yet  he  conuteracted  by  recent  eventa 
in  Spun,  I  tnil  abandon  it,  bnt  ita  sabstitnte 
shomd  he  war,  and  no  ordinary  war — I  say  this 
notwithstanding  the  petitions  in  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislatore,  and  the  resolotions 
of  a  State  Lu^latnre  which  have  lately  been 
pablished.  When  I  read  the  reaolntions,  called 
emphatically  the  Essex  reeolations,  I  hlnah  for 
the  diwrace  they  reflect  on  my  country.  We 
are  tola-there  tlut  this  nation  ius  no  Jnat  caose 
of  complaint  against  Great  Britidn ;  and  that 
all  onr  complamta  are  a  mere  pretext  for  war. 
I  blush  that  any  man  belonging  to  the  great 
American  &mily  ahonld  be  so  debased,  so  de- 
graded, BO  lost  to  eveiT  generooB  and  national 
feeling,  aa  to  make  a  declaration  of  this  kind. 
It  is  debasing  to  the  national  character. 

How  are  theee  orders  and  decrew  to  be  op- 
posed but  by  war,  except  we  keep  without  their 
reocht  If  the  embargo  prodncea  a  repeal  of 
these  e^cta,  we  effect  it  withoat  going  to  ww. 


)  geBeraHy  axtaai^ifisi  Ida  praoandk 
onr  nei^bor  teU*  yon  that  yon  umII 
with  another  nei^bn-,  and  rev  an 


Vbenerer  we  repeal  the  4mba^o  we  areat  mr, 
or  we  abandon  onr  neotnl  righta.  It  is  inip<w- 
sible  to  take  the  middle  groand,  and  say  Aat 
we  do  not  abandon  them  by  tndiug  whti  Graat 
Britain  alone.  Too  most  nbrnit,  or  c^^mm 
fbroe  to  force.  Can  anning  onr  merchant  t«m- 
•ela,  by  resfatiiu  the  whMe  navy  of  Orest 
Britun,oppoee&iraet«fbreet  It  it  impaeaibla. 
The  idea  U  abend. 

By  way  of  ridiculing  the  embargo^  the  gead*- 
man  from  Orameetient,  in  hia  familiar  wsj,  htm 
attempted  to  expose  thia  measnis.  He  ^net- 
dated  it  by  one  of  those  fiuniliar  etamples  ly 
which  he  gem     "  .—      .■ 

He  Bays  jonr  m 
not  tnuk  with        _         «       .        .    -    -. 

Era  wiffnot  trade  at  alL  Now  tbii^  M  a^y^ 
very  magnanimom^  bnt  it  is  a  kind  of  macB*- 
nimity  nitk  which  he  is  BOt  Mquinted.  Now 
let  OS  see  the  magnanifliity  ot  Oat  geOHeam^ 
and  see  if  it  savora  mon  of  tme  maginudmhy 
than  onr  coarse.  Great  Britain  and  France  each 
my  that  we  shall  not  trade  with  the  other. 
We  say  we  will  not  trade  with  eidtw  cf  than, 
beoaoae  we  believe  om-  trade  will  be  impratant 
to  both  of  tbem.  The  gentleman  says  it  is  a 
poor  way  of  defending  the  national  rights  Si^ 
poee  we  ponHie  his  coarse.  Great  Britain  aays 
we  shall  not  trade  to  Frauee;  we  say  we  wiU 
not,  bnt  will  obey  her.  We  will  trade  npoa 
inch  terms  as  she  may  impose.  "  This  will  be 
magnanimity  indeed;  this  will  be  defending 
commerae  with  a  witnesel"  It  will  be  bowing 
the  neck  to  the  yoke.  The  oppoution  to  taxar 
tion  against  onr  consent,  at  the  oommenoement 
of  the  Bevolntion,  waa  not  mt»e  tneritortooe 
than  the  (^position  to  tribute  and  impoetlion  at 
the  prevent  day.  I  cannot,  tor  my  aool,  see  the 
difference  between  paying  tribatesnd  a  tadt  . 
Bcquiesoenoe  in  the  British  Orders  in  GoonoiL 
l^ine,  every  gentlemui  rev<dta  at  paying  tribute. 
Bnt  where  is  the  difibrenoe  between  that  and 
snaring  yonrsdf  to  be  eoutrolled  by  the  ar- 
Intrary  aot  of  another  nati<Hit  If  yoaraiae  tha 
embargo  yon  mnst  carry  your  prodnoe  to  Qreat 
Brittin  and  My  an  arlutrary  enm  before  yon 
can  oarry  ft  elsewhere.  If  it  remains  there,  the 
markets  wUl  be  gutted  and  it  will  prodace 
nothing.  Fm  it  appears,  from  the  very  evidenoe 
to  which  I  have  before  allnded,  that  at  least 
four-fifths  of  onr  whole  exports  of  tobacoo  most 
„ .  . .  England  and  pay  a  tax  before  we  ooold 
look  for  a  market  el»ewbere,  and  that  out  of 
seventy-flve  thousand  hc^lieeds  nused  in  thia 
country,  not  more  than  fifteen  tbonsand  ue 
oonsnmed  in  Great  Britain.  Where  does  tbe 
remainder  nsnally  go  t  Why,  to  the  pcota  of 
the  Oontineni  I  uk,  then,  if  the  whde  oon- 
Eomption  of  Great  Britun  be  but  fifteen  ^lou- 
sand  liOKsheada,  if  an  annual  addition  of  dxtj 
thousand  hogsheads  be  thrown  into  that  market, 
would  it  sell  fbr  the  oosta  of  fr^htt  OnnsMj 
noL  The  same  would  be  tha  aitoation  ot  oar 
other  [»\)dQoe. 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware  (Ur.  Wnm) 
hm  said,  that,  by  repealing  the  mbargo^  we 
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out  BOW  cttiTj  on  a  Mf«  and  Meure  trade  to  the 
extent  of  Dfluij  fonr-fifthi  nf  tbe  amonnt  of  our 
doBttartio  proclaotioii&  Tbwe  ia  ooUting  mon 
ddnaJTie,  aiid  better  calculated  to  impose  on 
tiioM  wbo  do  not  inTcsUgate  rabjeoti,  than  thcae 
cakolatioiis  ia  grooa.  If  tba  gentleman  will  talie 
tfaa  tmtiUe  to  mafc*  the  ueoenair  iuqnirieH,  be 
Till  find  that  finatead  gt  Great  Bntun  taking  t« 
tbe  amoont  be  nppoeea  of  our  domeetio  prodDo- 
liona,  abe  tskea  MMhlDg  like  it.  It  ia  trae  that 
a  lai^  pntportioa  of  onr  domeetio  exporia  is 
■hipped  oetwuiblj  for  Great  Britain ;  bat  it  it 
eqully  traa  that  a  verr  large  pr(^)ortioii  of 
tbaae  Tcrj  axporta  find  ueir  waj  into  tbe  ooo- 
tincBtal  porte  .  For  tbe  BriUib  merohante  Id 
their  axamiiuttion  before  the  HoDse  of  Gootinona, 
alrMdj-  allnded  to,  mj  that  three-fburtha  of 
th^  reoeipta  fbr  exportation  to  tbe  United 
Statea  have  been  nanaUr  drawn  fnta  th«  Ocm- 
tinent ;  aad  that  even  if  the  embargo  was  re- 
Bwred  and  the  Orden  m  Oooncil  w«r«  oon- 
tinned,  they  must  atop  thdr  exportation,  beoanae 
the  oontioental  porti  wonld  be  oloaed  againit 
Amcneaa  veaaels ;  becanae  their  ooasts  awarm 
with  g"pii.h  crnisen,  the  Frenoh  mmrt  know 


mptinff  to 

have  oome  fron  an  Eu^iah  portTbat  they 
had  tacUitiea  of  oonveTaDee  to  the  Continent 
prior  to  the  Ordoa  in  Connoil,  the  merchants 
acknowledged ;  and  when  reqneated  to  explain 
the  mode  vt  convt^aDoe,  the;  begged  to  he  ei- 
eowd.  No  doabt  ererr  gentlemui  baa  aeen 
theae  dapodtiona,  or  mii^t  bare  aetu  tbem,  for 
thej  have  been  pnbliabM  in  almoat  erer;  pqier 
on  the  Oontineot.  The;  baTe  opened  to  me 
anfl  to  my  oonatltiianta  a  aeene  twfeotly  new. 
Tbej  tall  jon  that  the  Berlin  decree  waa  notb- 
iaa.  NotwidiatandiDg  that  decree,  tbej  had 
a  bdtity  of  oonveTing  prodace  into  tbe  oonti- 
ncntal  porta ;  bat  tbe  Orders  of  Oonnoil  oom- 
plNel;  thnt  the  porta  of  the  Oontinent  apilnst 
the  entrance  of  Amerioam  Teasela.  On  tbia  point 
th»«  waa  no  oontnuietj  of  (qiinion ;  and  HevenJ 
tf  theae  oierchaota  declared  that  ^w  bad  aent 
reaaela  to  tike  Gontineot  a  very  few  daja  before 
tbe  date  of  tbe  Ordera  of  Ooonol.  This  dearly 
tfaowa  that  any  oonclnaion  to  be  drawn  from 
the  gnxB  amonnt  of  exports  moat  be  faHauooa, 
and  that  probably  tbree-fourtbs  ought  to  be  de- 
ducted from  the  gnias  amonnt.  Tbia  atalement 
of  the  gentlonan  from  Delaware^  which  holds 
ost  to  tbe  public  the  proqieot  of  a  Incratire 
tnda  in  fimr'fiftha  of  their  exports,  will  certain!  J 
have  a  tendency  to  render  tbem  mieaay  onder 
the  priratuns  which  they  are  called  npon  to 
■o&r  by  the  iniqaitoos  measorea  of  fbreign  na- 
tioaa.  Altbongh  tbe  atatemeat  waa  extremely 
ddorfTe,  I  do  not  Hey  that  the  gtatlemwi  meant 
to  delade  by  it.  Tbia,  however,  bdng  the  cf- 
leet  of  the  geotlemaa's  aswrtios,  I  am  certainly 
warranted  in  Mylng  that  the  evidence  of  tbe 
Britiah  mercbanta'  wbo  earry  on  tbia  trade,  ia 
better  anthority  than  the  gentleman'a  ataie- 
nwota. 

But  admit,  tav  the  sake  of  argmnent,  and  on 
BO  other  groond  wonld  I  admit  it,  oat  tbeee 


grots  statements  are  eorrect;  and  that,  at  the 
time  the  embargo  was  adopted,  these  Orders  in 
CoQocil  notwithstanding,  the  trade  of  the  United 
Statea  oonld  have  been  carried  on  to  tbia  extent. 
What  secnrity  have  we,  if  tbe  embargo  had  not 
>t>een  laid,  after  anbrnitting  uid  compriMnittiing 
the  national  dionity  and  independence^  that  the 
British  aggressions  and  Orders  in  Conncil  would 
have  stopped  at  tbe  point  at  which  we  find 
tfaemt  Have  w«  not  conolnaive  evidence  to 
the  contrary  t  Are  we  not  ofScially  notified 
that  the  French  leeward  islands  are  declared  by 
proclamation  in  a  state  of  blockadel  And  do 
we  not  know  that  this  is  but  carryinK  into  eSeot 
a  report  iJthe  committee  id  the  Brmab  Hoose 
of  Commona  on  the  West  India  Islanda,  in  which 
tliis  measure  is  recommended,  and  in  which  it 
is  stated  that  Bla  Britannic  Majesty's  West  India 
anbjects  oaght  to  reoMve  fluther  aid  by  placing 
these  ialanda  in  a  state  of  blockadet  I  can  sea 
in  tbia  meaaore  nothing  bnt  a  continuation  of 
the  system  recommended  last  winter  in  this 
report,  and  pnl^Iiabed — for  the  information  of 
the  United  Btatea,  I  aopposc. 

If  tbe  embargo  shotud  be  repealed^  and  oar 
Teasels  BDfiered  to  goont  inthe  face  of  the  pres- 
ent orders  in  Oonndl  and  blockading  decrees 
and  imKlamationa,  Ur.  0.  said,  tbey  wonld  bnt 
expose  ns  to  new  insnlts  and  aggreadona.  It 
waa  in  rain  to  talk  al>ont  the  magnanlmitv  of 
nationa.  It  was  not  that  magnanimity  wnidi 
indnced  nations  as  well  as  men  to  act  booestJy ; 
and  that  was  the  best  kind  of  magnanimity. 
Tbe  very  magnanimity  which  had  intmced  them 
to  distroBs  onr  commerce,  wonld  eqnaUy  indooe 
them  to  cnt  off  the  pitifcd  portion  they  had  left 
In  a  general  point  of  view,  tnere  was 
lawfnl  commerce.  No  veesel  contd  sail 
from  the  United  States  without  being  liable  to 
condemnation  in  Britain  or  France.  If  they 
sailed  to  France,  Ur.  0.  said,  they  were  carried 
into  Britain ;  if  they  sailed  to  Brit^,  tbey  were 
carried  into  Franee.  Now,  he  asked,  whether 
men  wbo  had  any  regard  to  national  honor 
would  oonsent  to  navigate  the  ocean  on  terma 
so  diagraoefnlt  We  most  be  coot  calcnlatoni 
indeed,  if  we  oonld  submit  to  disgrace  like  tbisl 

The  last  reason  offered  by  tbe  Bi4>porter8  of 
the  preeent  resolution,  Mr,  0.  said,  may  prop- 
eriy  be  sud  to  be  an  argnment  in  ttrrorem, 
Tbe  gentleman  from  Massaobnsetta  says,  by  w^ 
of  abatraot  proposition,  that  a  perseverance  in  a 
measure  opposed  to  the  feelings  and  interests 
of  the  people  may  lead  to  opposition  and  insur- 
rection; but  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
uses  tbe  same  expresuons  as  applicable  to  the 
embargo.  It  may  he  a  fordble  argument  with 
some  gentiemen,  and  most  likely  may  have  bad 
ita  efi^t  on  those  who  intended  it  to  produce 
an  ^ect  on  otbera.  Bnt  I  trast  that  this  Bouse 
and  this  nation  are  not  to  be  addressed  in  this 
way.  Our  nnderstandinga  may  be  convinced 
by  reason,  bnt  an  address  to  onr  fears  ouKht  to 
be  treated  with  contempt.  If  I  were  capable  of 
being  actuated  by  motives  of  fear,  I  should  be 
unworthy  of  the  seat  which  I  hold  on  this  floor. 
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er, it  would  be  base  and  aegnMing  to  be  driven 
from  it  by  Uie  discordant  raamnire  of  a  minim- 
ty.  We  are  cautioned  to  beware  how  we  exe- 
cute a  meflsnre  with  whieb  the  feelingi  of  the 
people  are  at  war.  I  ahotild  be  the  last  to  per- 
sist in  a  measure  which  i^jarioasly  affected  the 
interest  of  tbe  United  Statea ;  bnt  do  man  fee? 
more  imperiouslj  the  dot;  of  penerering  id 
course  which  ta  right,  not  withstanding  the  ooi 
trary  opinion  of  a&w;  and  thoogh  I  may  regret 
and  respect  the  feelings  of  these  few,  I  will  per- 
eist  in  the  coorse  which  I  believe  to  be  right,  at 
the  expense  even  of  the  QoTernment  itself. 

Hr.  MiTOBiu,  said  he  wai  not  prepared 
vote  on  the  qnestion  of  repealing  the  embargo 
laws,  in  the  predse  form  in  which  it  had  been 
brought  before  the  Beuate.  There  was  as  yet  a 
want  of  information ;  for  certain  additional  doo- 
mnent^  expected  from  the  EieentiTe,  had  not 
jet  been  oommnnicatod,  and  tbe  select  o 
mittee  to  which  the  part  of  the  Message  < 
eeming  the  foreign  relations  of  tbe  oonntry 
lately  referred,  had  not  bronght  forward  a  re- 
port. He  would  hare  been  hett«r  pleased  if  the 
proposition  had  been  so  framed  as  to  have  ex- 
pressed iudignfttion  at  tbe  Injories  oar  Govem- 
rnent  had  received  from  fore^  nations,  ITien 
he  wonid  cheerfully  have  given  it  his  ooDCor- 
rence.  But  now,  when  those  who  are  willing 
to  do  something,  thoogh  not  eiactly  what  the 
motion  proposes,  are  made  to  vote  directly 
against  a  removal  of  the  existing  restrictions 
upon  onr  commerce,  their  sitnation  is  rather 
unpleasant ;  indeed,  itiaaafur,inasmach  as  they 
most  either  pve  their  assent  to  a  measure,  to 
tbe  time  and  mamier  of  wMoh  they  may  be 
averse,  or  they  most  vote  negatively  in  a  case 
which,  but  for  some  incidental  or  fbrmal  matter, 
would  have  met  their  hearty  approbation.  He 
oonld,  therefore,  have  wished  that  the  question 
had  lieen  presented  to  the  Honse  in  such  twma 
as  to  afford  an  opportnnity  of  expressing  their 
sense  of  the  wrongs  onr  nation  had  endnrad 
from  foreign  Sovereigns,  and  of  the  restridjons 
kid  upon  American  oommeree  by  their  nnjnst 
regolatiotiH,  as  well  as  on  the  farther  restrictions 
that,  nnder  tbe  pressure  of  events,  it  had  been 
thooght  neceaaaiy  for  our  own  Lc^islatore  to 

I  now  come  to  the  year  1809,  an  eventfol  year 
to  the  foreign  commerce  of  our  people.  An  ei- 
travBgant  and  armed  trade  had  for  a  consider- 
able time  been  carried  on  by  some  of  our  citi- 
zens with  the  emancipated  or  revolted  blacks  of 
Hayti,  The  French  Minister,  conformably  to 
the  instractioQs  of  his  Government,  remonstra- 
ted against  this  traffic  as  ungracions  and  improp- 
er; and  nnder  an  impression  that  our  citizens 
ought  to  be  restrained  from  intercourse  with  the 
negroes  of  Hispaniols,  Congress  passed  an  act 
fori>idding  that  altogether.  This  was  the  sec- 
ond time  that  our  Government  oiroumseribed 
the  commercial  conduct  of  its  citizens.  It  was 
also  during  this  year  that  memorials  were  for- 
warded to  the  £zeoutive  and  legislative  teanohes 


of  onr  GiOTemroent  by  the  roerctuuts  of  cor 
prinoEpal  seaporfai,  atatiag  tbe  vexBtiooa  tt  tiMir 
foreigB  oommerce  to  be  intoierable,  and  esUiiig 
in  the  mo«t  eamevt  teima  for  relief  or  reditn. 
Theae  addreaees  were  mortly  oompased  witk 
great  ability ;  it  seemed  aa  if  the  merobanla 
were  in  danger  of  total  ruin.  Their  ritaatiaa 
was  de|Mcted  as  being  deplorabla  in  tba  extrerai. 
Tlie  Intorpoaition  of  their  GoTerament  mm 
asked  in  the  most  streDDona  and  povasiafftcnn; 
and  your  table,  Ur.  Preddent,  was  lilwally 
loaded  with  pelitiooa.  The  cbief  eaxmo  ct  (Ui 
distress  was  briefly  this :  Tiime  citiawu  of  tlw 
United  States  were  engaged  daring  the  war  ia 
Europe,  in  a  oommerce  with  enemiee'  ixdiMMB 
not  open  in  lime  of  peace;  by  this  meana,  tba 
prodnoe  of  the  French  West  Indies  was  ooo-  . 
veyed  under  the  neutral  flag  to  the  mother 
country.  Greet  Britain  bppoeed  the  direct 
oommerce  from  the  colony  to  Frsooe  throe^ 
the  nentral  botbun.  Tim  neutral  theo  evaded 
the  attempt  against  him  bj  landing  the  colM^ 
prodooe  in  his  own  oonutr^,  and  attec  having 
thns  neutralized  or  natorafized  it,  e^Muied  it 
nnder  drawbaok  fbr  Bordeaux  or  Uaraeilka; 
this  proceeding  waa  also  exposed  bjr  the  Btiliat^ 
and  much  pn^erty  was  o^itured  and  oondeain' 
ed  in  esecnring  their'ordera  against  it.  Their 
writers  justjflea  their  conduct  by  ciuHKingfrx*! 
upon  the  nentral  flag,  and  deoluing  that  under 
oover  of  them  a  "  war  in  disguise"  wae  oanied 
on,  while  on  onr  ride  the  ri^a  c^  neatrala  wan 
defended  with  great  learning  and  alHlity  in  a 
most  profound  isvestigstion  ca  the  BatgecL 

This  same  year  was  ushered  in  bja  proolama- 
tion  of  GMieral  Feirand,  the  Frtaiiii  emBmsBd- 
ant  at  St  Domingo,  hnponng  vexations  oa  the 
trade  of  onr  citizens ;  and  a  partial  nofl-impar- 
tatdon  law  was  enacted  ag^nat  Great  Briwds  by 
Congress  about  the  midme  of  April.  But  I^M 
were  not  alt  the  impedimenta  which  arose.  No- 
tices were  given  to  the  American  Minister  is 
London  of  several  blo(Aades.  Tbe  chief  of  tfaew 
was  that  of  the  coast,  frum  the  Elbe  to  Brest 
inclusive,  in  May.  And  here,  as  it  ooouis  to 
me,  may  I  mention  tbe  qiurions  blockade  of 
Curraco^  under  which  nnmerons  c^tnres  w«e 
made.  And  lastiy,  to  oompleto  the  oat^ogoa 
of  disasters  tot  180S,  and  to  dcee  the  woral 
climax,  the  French  decree  of  BerHii  came  forth 
in  November,  and,  as  if  sporting  with  the  1^ 
terests  and  feeCngs  of  Ameriouis,  proclaimea 
Great  Britain  and  her  progeny  ctf  idea  to  be  ui 
a  state  of  blockade. 

Hopes  had  been  wtertained  that  such  a  w- 
lent  and  oonvulsed  ctwditiou  of  society  would 
not  be  of  long  duration.  Experience,  however, 
soon  proved  that  Uie  inftiriate  rage  of  nun  wu 
as  yet  unaattsfied,  and  had  nmch  greater  le°e^ 
to  go.  For  early  io  the  saooeeding  year  (1807X 
an  order  of  the  British  Oounoil  was  issoed,  by 
which  the  trade  of  neutral^  and  of  course  of 
American  dtiiens,  was  interdicted  from  tbe  port 
of  one  belligerent  to  the  port  of  another.  And 
in  the  ensuing  May,  the  rivers  Elbe,  Weeer,  Md 
Ems,  with  the  intetjocent  coasts  were  dedareu 
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bf  tbctD  to  bs  in  a  state  of  bloektde,  ttai 
rfmikr  dedwatfon  wu  made  on  thair  part  to 
naab«b  in  M^fd  to  the  atrnita  oi  the  Darden- 
dka  mod  tite  mtj  of  SmTTua.  Bat  tiMM  irere 
bnt  nbordinate  Incidents  in  tbia  commenilal 
dram* ;  tbe  aataatnq)be  of  the  tragedy  wu  aoon 
to  bo  derdffied.  "  On  the  29d  of  June,  b;  s 
formal  order  from  a  Britiah  Admiral,  onr  trigatt 
Chwpaaka,  leAvina  ber  port  fbr  a  distant  aer- 
Tiee,  was  attacked  hj  one  of  theoe  veaeela, 
irtiiok  had  been  Ijii^  in  our  harbora  onder  the 
mdnlgcnM  of  hoqritaHty,  irai  disaUed  from 
pToeeediiig,  bsd  seTentl  of  her  crew  killed,  and 
fenr  taken  air^."  Immediatelj-  the  Prerid^t 
bf  pn>daination  Interdicted  onr  harbors  and 
waters  to  all  Brttiah  aimed  vcaeela,  and  fbrbade 
hrtwconree  with  tbean.  Under  an  nncert^ntj 
bow  br  boatilitiM  were  intended,  and  the  town 
of  NotMk  being  tbraat«tied  with  an  Imniediate 
attach  a  aifBcient  fbrea  waa  ordered  for  the 
{Moteetkm  of  lltat  plaee,  and  nieh  otlier  prepara- 
tiona  aoiBm«aeed  and  pnrmed  as  tbe  prospect 


In  ftartheranee  c^  these  scheme*,  a  proclamo- 
li(Mt  -WIS  nnbliahed,  holding  all  tlMir  abeent  m*- 
men  to  Uwir  allegiaooe,  reoalling  them  from 
forei^  aerrioee,  and  denonncinc  hesv  j  peoaltiea 
fbr  daobedienje.  Tbe  operation  of  this  upon 
tbe  American  merchant  terrioe  wonld  hare 
bean  verj  senfflbl;  fdt.  ICanf  British  bom 
saMects  were  in  tbe  empktj  of  onr  merehanta, 
and  that  toit  GoTemrocnt,  which  claimed  as  a 
BritUi  sul^ect  erery  American  dtiseo  who  had 
been  but  two  fears  a  seaiiian  in  tb«r  service, 
idnsed  to  be  bound  by  their  own  mle  la  rela- 
tioD  to  British  saljeote  whohad  served  an  eqoal 
tarm  on  board  the  ships  of  the  United  States. 
Bdt  this  waa  not  all.  The  moulh  of  November 
was  diatingoiahed  hf  an  order  retaliotine  on 
FrsMeadecree  passed  bj  ber  sometime  before, 
dedariog  the  aale  of  ahips  b;  belligerents  to  be 
Olegd ;  and  tboa,  bf  viitne  of  eoncarrent  acts 
of  thsM  im[dacable  enemie^  the  poor  nentral 
fbsid  it  ioKKMBible  to  pnndiaae  a  diip  dttier 
from  a  sDbjeet  of  Qreat  Britabi  or  at  Franoe. 
Ibat  season  of  gloom  was  &moas,  tv  ratbw 
iafsmooa^  for  mother  aot  prohibiting  whoHy 
tbe  oommeree  of  neatrate  with  the  enemie*  of 
Gnat  Britain,  and  for  fet  anotber,  pregnant 
with  the  i^neiplee  of  lordl;'  domiDatdon  on 
tbeiT  part,  and  <^  colonial  vassalage  on  oar,  b; 
iriiiah  the  citizens  of  these  independent  snd 
aorereign  Stalea  are  oompdled  to  pay  dnties  on 
their  cargoes  in  Britian  porta,  and  receive 
Uctnsea  under  the  authority  of  that  Oovemment, 
Si  a  eonditloD  of  bung  permitted  to  trade  to 
Bf  part  of  Enn^  in  possessitm  <^  her  ene- 

lUi  oatrsgeons  edict  on  the  part  of  Britain 
waseoceeeded  by  another  on  the  side  of  PVanoe^ 
equalling,  or  if  possible,  sarpaasfaig  it  in  ii^ns- 
tiee.  In  Deoember  came  forth  the  decree  of 
MUan,  tfotonang  the  decree  of  Berlin  agunst 
Amnican  trade ;  dooming  to  omfiaoation  every 
vMtl  of  the  United  States  that  bad  been  board- 
ad  or  evan  qioken  to  by  a  Briton,  and  enoonr- 
Vw.  IT.— 8 


and  aailon  to  tmv  iutamers.    The  a . 

toaodato  was  qaick^  echoed  in  Spdn,  and  si 

tioned  hj  tbe  a{)ia«bation  of  His  Ifost  Oatiudio 
M^jes^.  It  has  been  executed  with  shocking 
atrocit]'.  In  addition  to  other  oalamitiea,  the 
pn^rty  of  neutrals  baa  been  aeaneetered  in 
France,  and  their  aliipa  bomed  by  nar  cmaiem 
on  the  ocean. 

fiacli,  Mr.  Freudent,  was  the  ritnation  of  the 
European  world,  when  Oaangreis  deemed  it  ae- 
oenarj  to  declare  an  embargo  on  onr  own  vea-  ' 
seln  Denmaii  and  Fraaaia,  and  Bnsda,  and 
Pwtngsl,  had  beoome  sasodated  or  allied  with 
Franoe;  and,  witli  tbe  ezoeptioii  of  Swedm, 
tbe  oommeroe  of  onr  citizens  was  prohibited, 
by  tbe  mntoaHy  vindictive  and  retaaating  bel- 
ligerent!, from  tbe  VUte  Bea  to  the  Adriatio. 
American  ships  and  cargoes  were  declared  the 

CB  and  plander  of  the  oraitending  powen. 
widely-extended  ecouneree  of  onr  peiqtla 
was  to  be  oroabed  to  atoms  between  the  two 
mighty  mUlstonea,  tt  {wndeatly  withdrawn  frraa 
its  dangeroos  ezpoanre,  and  detained  in  safe^  at 
hnne.  Polioy  uid  pnidenca  dictated  the  latter 
measnre.  And  as  the  ocean  was  become  the 
Hoene  of  poUlioa]  storm  and  tempest,  more 
dreadiU  tnan  had  ever  agitated  the  phyrical 


elements,  onr  oitizens  were  admonlohed  to  par- 
take of  thateecnrity  fbr  thdr  persons  and  prop, 
ert^,  in  the  peaeeflil  havens  of  their  oonntiy. 


which  they  son^t  in  vain  on  the  hi^  seas  and 
in  European  harbors  The  regulatuau^  so  de- 
BtmctiTe  (o  oar  eommerce,  were  not  enacted 


by  .OS.  They  were  imposed  upon  na  by  foreign 
tyrants.  Gongreei  had  no  volition  to  vote  npon 
the  qoestion.  In  the  abipwreek  ol  Aor  b«de, 
all  Uiat  remained  for  ns  to  do,  was  to  save 
as  moch  as  we  could  from  perishing,  and  as 
br  as  onr  efforts  wonld  go^  to  prevent  a  total 
loss. 

I  toooh,  with  a  delicate  hand,  the  mission  ot 
lb,  Boee.  The  arrival  of  this  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary fKnn  Britain  waa  neariy  of  tbe  ssme 
date  vritfa  an  c»der  of  his  Qovemment,  blockad- 
ing Oarthagma,  Oadi^  and  St.  Lnear,  and  the 
inlennediate  ports  of  Spain,  and  thereby  vexing 
the  commerce  of  American  oltizeca.  The  no- 
sncoessfnl  tenoination  of  lua  n^otiation  has 
been  bnt  a  fbw  months  siooe  followed  by  s  re- 
fiiaal  oa  tbe  part  of  his  Government  to  rescind 
its  orders,  that  work  so  mnoh  <^presnon  to  onr 
omnmerce,  on  condition  of  havmg  the  embargo 
suspended  in  repeat  to  theirs.  And  the  French 
Uinistiy  bss  truted  a  similar  friendly  and  spa- 
dfio  overtare,  fhim  onr  Execotive,  with  total 
disregard.  In  addition  to  all  which  we  learn, 
firom  the  highest  sonroe  of  inteUkMice,  that  the 
British  naval  ecanmaoder  at  Barbadoes  did, 
aboat  the  middle  of  October,  declare  the  Frendk 
leeward  Caribbean  Islaoda  to  be  in  a  state  of 
strict  Uookade,and  oaotioiiing  nentrals  to  gov- 
ern themselves  aooordingly,  onder  pain  of  oap- 
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Thubsda.!,  NoTember  S^ 

Ur.  Gluts  oddroMed  the  6enaf« : 
Ifr.  Preddent ;  EftTuig  dariog  the 
CoDgtem  retired  from  the  political  world,  and 
having  little  sgenoT'  in  the  pasdos  political 
KWDei,  livii^  in  a  part  of  the  ooimtr;,  too,  where 
there  ia  little  or  no  difference  in  political 
opiniona,  and  where  the  embargo  Uwa  are 
aunoet  uniTeraally  approTed,  I  felt  the  real  want 
of  infonnation  npon  the  snbjeot  now  under  die- 
eoanon.  I  thooKht  I  knew  sometliing  of  the 
general  ottjects  of  the  embargo  laws,  and  I  had 
not  been  inattentire  to  their  eenerat  operations 
Bptn  BOdetTi  as  br  as  J  had  opportonitiea  of 
obeerTinff  therenpon. 

Vhen  I  anired  ber&  and  fbond  that  this  snb- 
Jeotliadex(nt«dwinnoh  __"  . 
of  many  gentleDteD  I  met  with,  as  to  engroes 
thdr  whole  thooghto,  and  almost  tA  banish  every 
other  topio  of  oonvenation,  I  felt  also  a  onrioaty 
to  know  what  were  the  horible  effects  of  these 
laws  in  other  parte  of  the  ooontry,  and  which 
bad  eeoaped  my  observation  in  the  part  of  the 
oonntry  in  which  1  reside.  Of  oonrse,  sir,  I 
have  giren  to  the  gentlemen,  who  have  &vored 
ns  widi  their  observations  on  both  sides  of  the 
question  under  consideration,  the  most  careftd 
and  respeetftd  attentioo,  and  partionlarly  to  the 
Mnllemen  repreeentlDg  the  eastern  section  of 
ue  Unioii,  where  most  of  this  sennhility  had 
been  ezdted.  I  always  listen  to  gentlemen  from 
that  pan  of  the  United  States  with  Dleagu«,and 
generally  receire  instnicdon  from  tnem ;  bnt  on 
thisot 

satisfaotion  and  lees  informatioa  than  nsoal ;  and 
stUl  lees  ooQTietiott. 

It  was  hardly  to  have  been  eipeoted,  ib. 
Frendent,  that  after  so  many  angry  and  tmbn- 
lent  paanons  had  betn  oalled  into  aotiott,  by  the 
reoent  «(^tatlons  thron^nt  the  whole  United 
States,  resulting  tttxa  the  eleetiona  by  the  peo- 
ple, to  almoet  all  the  important  officea  within 
ttuor  gift,  and  partionlarly  from  the  Sections  of 
electors  for  ohooong  the  Prosideat  and  Yioe 
Ftresident  of  the  United  States,  that  gentiemen 
would  have  met  here  perfectiy  exempt  from  the 
feelings  which  this  state'of  things  was  natorally 
calculated  to  inspire.  Much  less  was  it  to  have 
been  expected,  sir,  that  genUemen  who  had  onoe 
possessed  tlie  power  of  the  nation,  and  who, 
from  B<Kne  oanse  or  other,  had  lost  it ;  (a  Ion, 
which  they  now  tell  as  they  but  tcotMllrememr- 
i«r,  and  I  fear,  might  have  added,  too  deeply 
d^lore,')  gentlemen  too,  sir,  who  at  one  time 
daring  tiie  electioneering  scene  hadindolged  the 
fond  and  delusive  hope,  that  through  the  pri- 
vations necessarily  imposed  apoa  oar  fellow- 
dtizena,  by  the  unexampled  sggresslons  of  the 
belligerent  powen^  they  might  onoe  more  find 
&eir  way  to  offioe  and  power,  and  who  now 
find  themselves  disappointed  in  this  darlinf  ex- 
pectation— it  was  not  stall  to  be  expected,  sir, 
"    '  "  "       1  should  now  appear  here, 


perfectly  exempt  from  the  unpleasant  feelings 
whioh  so  dreadful  a  diaappointmeut  must  neces- 
sarily have  produced.  It  was  a  demand  npon. 
homan  natnre  for  too  great  a  sacrifioe;  and 
however  deeirable  hqiA  an  exemption  mi^ 
have  been  at  the  preeent  mommt,  and  however 
honorable  it  would  have  beoi  to  those  gentle- 
men, it  was  not  ezpeeted. 

But,  sir,  I  had  mdnlged  a  hope  that  the  ex- 
traordinary dangers  and  difficnltiea  pressed  upon 
OB  by  the  aggressing  belligerenta.  attended,  too, 
with  so  many  circumstanoea  of  indisnity  mil 
insult,  would  have  awakemed  a  sendl^ty  m  the 
bosom  of  every  gendemon  of  this  body,  which 
wonid  have  wholly  sui^^reased,  or  at  least  sns- 
pended,  these  onplesaant  feelings,  nntil  some 
measures,  oonsolting  the  g«ieral  interests  and 
welfare  of  the  pao[de.  oould  have  been  devised, 
to  meet  resist,  and  tf  poenble,  to  snbdae  iha 
extraordinary  crisis.  But,  rar,  even  in  this  hofn, 
too,  I  have  been  totally  disaopmnted.  I  waa 
the  more  eooouraged  in  this  hope,  when  npon 
opening  this  debate  the  gentieman  from  Ck>nDe»- 
ticot  Qifr.  Huxbodbb)  seemed  sensible  trf  this 
sacred  obligation,  imposed  by  the  criab;  when 
he  exhorted  us,  in  oottdncting  our  deliberaAicHu, 
utterly  to  discard  the  influence  of  party  sdaH. 
It  would  have  given  me  great  pleasore,  air,  ^  . 
the  gentleman  1^  afforded  ns  a  mwnanimoDa 
example  ctf  apreoe^  so  admirably  smted  to  Ao 


observations  consiBted  almost  ex- 
oluBvely  of  retrospective  animadversions  nptm 
the  ori^nal  objects  and  horrible  effects  of  tbft 
embai^  laws,  without  seffining  to  think  it  waa 
worth  his  attention  to  iavor  ns  with  any  refleo- 
ttons  upon  the  prospective  coarse  of  measorea 
which  the  people's  interests,  the  public  saJTety, 
and  general  welfare,  so  imperiously  demand. 
That  gentleman  represented  the  embargo  laws 
acts  of  volition,  impelled  by  no  cause 
DOr  necessity;  whilst  the  Britjsh  ordere,  and 
French  edicts,  were  scarcely  ^auced  at,  and 
certunly  farmed  the  least  prominent  featnre  cf 
his  observations.  He  represented  these  laws  as 
a  wanton  and  wicked  attack  upon  commerce, 
with  a  view  to  its  destruction,  whilst  he  eeemed 
scaroel;  to  have  recollected  the  extraordinary 
dangers  and  ^fKcultles  which  overspread  the 
ocean — indeed,  sir,  he  described  the  poeao  aa 
perfectly  free  from  dangers  and  difficulties,  nn- 
raffled  by  any  storms,  and  that  we  had  nothing 
to  do  but  to  nnfarl  our  canvas  to  the  wind, 
that  U  would  be  filled  with  prosperous  galea, 
and  wafted  to  the  p<»t8  of  its  ^etination,  where 
it  would  be  received  with  open  arms  of  friend- 
ship and  hospitality,  I  wish,  sir,  with  all  my 
heart,  the  geutieman  conld  but  realize  these 
dreaming  vi^ons ;  their  reality  would  act  like  a 
magic  spdl  npon  the  embargo  laws,  and  dioo- 
pat«  them  in  a  moment  1  But,  alas  I  ur,  when 
we  come  to  look  at  realitiea,  when  we  turn  our 
ejes  npon  the  real  dangers  and  difficultiea  whidi 
do  overspread  the  ocean,  we  shall  find  them  so 
formidaUe,  that  the  wisdom  of  onr  undividad 
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aonnaela,  and  the  energy  ot  oar  nndiTided  aotioii, 
will  Boorcelj  be  gniScdent  to  re^ct  and  conquer 
tbem.  To  t^  great  regret^  air,  we  now  see,  that 
tbe  United  ^tee  ctnnot  even  hope  to  be  bleased 
with  this  anioB  d  mind  and  aetion,  althoogh 
cettninlj  their  deanat  interaate  demand  it. 

Hr.  Preddent,  perbuis  the  greoteat  inconre- 
mowe  Att«iiduw  pq>iiur  gorermnenta,  ounnstB 
in  this:  that  wheneTer  the  tmion  and  energ?  of 
the  people  are  moot  leqnired  to  reaiat  foreign 
iggreMdona,  the  preaanre  of  these  i^greadoos 
preaentfl  moat  temptatjons  to  diatniita  and  divv- 
ttcau.  "Was  there  ever  a  atroiwer  iUnBtratioo 
irfthe  truth  and  eorrectiiMB  of  thia  observation 
than  ite  recent  eflbrta  made  nnder  the  pr«csare 
of  the  embargo  laws  t  Tbe  moment  the  priva- 
tioDa,  relactantlj  bat  ueoeasarily  imposed  bj 
tb«ee  Uws,  bec^ne  to  be  felt,  was  the  mtnnent 
of  BJgnaJ  to  ever?  political  demagogae,  who 
wiebed  to  find  hia  way  to  otBee  and  to  power, 
to  excite  the  diatrnata  of  the  people,  and  then 
to  aeparate  them  from  the  Government  of  thdr 
abtnee,  b?  evetj  exaggeration  which  ingeuoity 
eaidd  daviae,  and  every  miBvpraentatioa  whic^ 
taladiood  ooold  invent:  nothing  waa  om!t(«d 
which  it  WAS  oonceived  would  have  a  tendeDcy 
to  effeot  thia  object.  But,  Mr.  Preaideat,  tbe 
pecfile  of  the  United  Stat«a  mnat  learn  the  lea- 
BDD  now,  and  at  all  future  tiotM,  of  diar«spectiiig 
the  bold  and  disin^ennoos  chargea  and  innnaa- 
liona  of  Boch  aapiriag  demagognee.*  The;  mnat 
laani  to  respect  and  rally  round  Iheir  own  Oov- 
emment,  or  they  never  can  preaent  a  fonnida- 
Ue  front  to  a  foreign  a^^reaeor.  Sir,  the  peo- 
^  of  the  United  Statea  have  already  learnt 
thia  kaaoD.  Iluy  have  recently  given  an  bon- 
onUe  and  ^orioas  example  of  their  knowledge 
in  this  req>eet.  They  have,  In  tbeir  raoentelec- 
lioiia,  demaaBttat«d  to  the  natioa  and  to  the 
world  that  they  poaeeaa  too  mocbgood  aeoae  to 
beoome  the  dapes  of  these  detoslve  artifices,  and 
too  moch  paAnotism  to  deaart  their  Oovemment 
when  it  stands  -most  in  need  of  their  sopport 
aodeaeTgy. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Oonnectioat  (Ur.  IIill- 
BOrai)  haamade  the  moat  strict,  and  I  had  al- 
qicat  aaid,  nncbaritatde  acmtiny  into  the  olijects 
and  eflMs  of  the  embargo  laws,  in  the  delnnve 
hope,  I  presmn^  ^  obt&ning  a  triumph  over 
hii  political  adversaries.  I  propoae  to  follow 
the  gentlouan,  In  a  ^r  and  candid  cctnpariaon 
ef  information  and  opinioDB  npoa  l^  BDiyeot ; 
and  I  ahaUdoBO  in  Uie  moat  perfect  confidence, 
that  whenever  a  tborondi  examination  of  the 
objects  and  efibcta  of  ^  embargo  lawa  ahaU 
be  made  known,  and  the  merita  ot  the  meaaore 
fidly  nnderatood,  that  there  is  Dot  a  man  in  the 
United  States  who  will  not  ^plaod  and  sapport 
tbe  Administration  for  its  ailopdoD,  who  has 
the  nnoontominated  heart  of  an  Amerkan 
throbtnng  within  his  boeom. 

Sir,  I  have  always  ondpratood  that  tli«r« 
were  two  obieota  eontempl^od  by  the  embafgo 
laws.  lite  nrst,  precantionary,  operating  npon 
emaelvee.  The  second,  coercive,  operating 
upon  the  aggreeoBg  beUigereaita.    Freoantaon- 


ory,  in  saving  our  seamMi,  our  ships,  and  oar 
merehandiae,  from  the  plnnder  of  onr  enemies 
and  avoiding  the  calamities  of  war.  Ooerdve, 
by  addrening  atrong  appeals  to  the  interests  of 
both  the  belligereats.  Tbe  &st  otiject  has  been 
answered  beyond  my  most  songnine  expectiv- 
tions.  To  make  a  QUr  and  jnat  estimate  of  this 
meaaure,  reference  should  be  had  to  onr  sitaa- 
tioii  at  the  time  of  ila  adoption.  At  Uiat  time, 
the  aggressions  of  both  tbe  belligerents  ware 
aadi,  as  to  leave  tbe  United  States  bnt  a  painftd 
alternative  in  the  choice  of  one  of  tbreo  meas- 
nrea,  to  wit,  the  embargo,  war,  or  aabmiaaiOT). 
1  know  that  this  poeition  has  not  been  admilted, 
though  bnt  funtly  denied  in  the  discnsuon.  I 
shall  however  proceed  apon  thia.  hypotheda 
for  the  present,  and  in  the  conrse  of  my  obeerv»~ 
tions  wilt  prove  Its  coneotneaa  by  the  etato- 
menta  of  the  gcctlemen  In  fiivor  of  tiw  r«ao- 

Before  the  reoommendalioD  of  the  measu^ 
the  kndaUe  and  provident  oircamspectioii  of 
the  AdmtmsQvtion  had  obtained  tol^vbly  eor- 
r«ct  eatimatea  c^  tbe  amocot  and  raltw  of  the 
ahifiB  and  merdiandiBe  belonging  to  the  eltixena 
of  the  United  States  tiien  afloat,  and  the  amount 
and  value  of  what  was  shortly  eq»ected  to  be 
afloat ;  together  with  a  ctmjectnral  statement  of 
the  number  of  the  seamen  employed  in  Uie  nav- 
igation thereof. 

It  waa  foand  that  mercHandiae  to  tbe  ralne  of 
one  bnndred  millions  of  dollars  waa  actually 
afloat,  in  yeaeels  amonntiDg  in  valoe  to  twenty 
millions  more.  That  an  amount  of  merchandise 
and  vcaads  equal  to  fifty  millions  of  dollara 
more,  waa  eipected  to  be  shortly  put  afloat^  and 
that  it  would  require  fifty  thousand  seamen  to 
be  employed  in  die  navigation  of  thia  enormous 
amount  of  property,  xne  Admlniatration  was 
informed  of  the  hostile  edicta  of  France  pre- 
vioDsly  isaaed,  and  than  in  a  state  «f  exeontioo, 
and  of  an  intention  on  the  pul  of  Great  Britain 
to  issue  her  orders,  the  idiacaol«r  and  o^ect  of 
which  were  also  known.  The  ol^ect  was,  to 
sweep  thia  valuable  commerce  from  the  ocean. 
The  altnation  of  this  commerce  waa  sa  well 
known  to  Great  Brittdn  as  to  ourHelveH,  and 
her  inordinate  cupidity  could  not  withstand  the 
temptation  of  the  rich  booty  ahe  vainly  tbonght 
within  her  power,  Thia  waa  tlie  stale  of  infor- 
mation at  the  time  this  meamre  was  reoom- 
mended. 

The  Pneident  c^  the  United  Btatea,  ever 
watchM  and  anxioua  for  the  preservation  of 
the  persona  and  property  of  ^  onr  fetlow-citi- 
lens,  bnt  particnlarty  of  tbe  merchanta,  whoee 
property  is  most  exposed  to  danger,  and  of  the 


embargo  for  the  protection 
c€both  ;  and  it  has  saved  and  protected  both. 
Let  us  now  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  the  Pres- 
ident, poeseaaed  of  this  infannation,  had  not  ap- 
prised the  raerohaots  and  seamen  of  tiieir  dan- 
gK,  and  had  reeommoided  no  meoanre  for  their 
safety  and  protection ;  would  he  not  in  that 
caae  hava  mmted  wd  reoeived  the  reproaohee 
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wlikh  tbe  IgnorsDoe  or!iigntlt(id«<tf  merahuu 
aiidotlMnluTflMm4natl7he^i»dapoi>bim,fi>r 
hisjadidoiua&d  uxioQa attontloiiB to  thririn- 
tonatat  It  to  admitted  b^  ill,  that  the  embajgo 
UwB  hare  «T«d  tbto  taomaoB  amonnt  of  prop- 
eiVf  ^d  this  nomber  of  sMmen,  which,  with- 
out them,  ttoold  luTa  foidblf  gone  into  the 
hands  of  oar  enemlea,  to  pamper  th«r  tiTO' 
g«Doe,  idmalate  their  iqjostioei  and  inonaae 
tlieir  means  of  umoTanee. 

I  ahonld  aappoee,  Mr.  Prerident,  thia  aaTing 
worth  lome  notioe.  Bat,  mt,  we  are  UM  that 
inatead  of  proteoting  oar  waaien,  it  ba>  drinn 
thiun  out  of  the  eoantrj,  and  into  formgn  aer- 
Tioa.  I  beliere,  air,  lAM  thia  Oct  is  graatlf 
exaggerated.  Bat,  rir,  aoi^ioee  tor  a  momwt 
tlut  it  to  ao,  the  GoTeminent  baa  d(»te  all, 
in  dik  raapeot,  it  waa  tmnnd  to  do.  It  plaoed 
these  aeamen  In  the  boecana  ttf  their  frienda  aad 
ftmiliea,  in  a  atate  of  perfect  aeonri^ ;  and  if 
ibej  baTe  atooe  tlxm^t  proper  to  abandon 
di«ae  bleamnga,  and  emigrate  fWim  tlteir  ooontr;, 
it  was  an  sot  of  oboioe,  not  of  neoes^.  But, 
what  wooU  bare  beea  the  anhq^j  deetiaj  of 
tlHM  brave  tara,  if  they  lud  been  permitted  to 
have  been  oanied  into  oaptivitj,  and  aent  adrift 
on  iinfllaidlr  and  inhosi»table  ehoreat  Why, 
■ir,  in  that  cmcl  th^  woaM  tiare  liad  no  choioe ; 
neoeed^  would  hare  driven  them  Into  a  hard 
and  ignominions  ewrioe,  to  fight  the  batttea  of 
Oieanthoca  (tf  their  dieadfbl  odamiUee,  agunst  a 
nation  with  whieh  tbeir  ooantrr  was  at  peace. 
And  ia  tbe  bold  aod  mteroiH  AmeriesD  tar  to 
Im  Udd,  that  he  is  to  disrenteot  the  Admlniatra- 
tion  for  its  sniiotu  aad  eoectnal  attentions  to 
hto  intereats!  for  relieving  him  Axim  a  dreadfbl 
captivit;  t  Even  uider  the  lurdahipa  he  does 
eoSbr,  andwhidilaaoerely  regret,  every  gener- 
ooa  feeling  (tf  his  uoble  heart  would  repel  the 
base  attempt  with  indignation.  Bnt,  sir,  the 
American  seamen  have  not  deserted  their  ooan- 
trr 1  foreign  aeamen  may  and  probahly  have 
gone  into  foiwgn  servioe  ;  and,  for  one,  I  am 
glad  of  it,  I  hope  ther  will  never  return  ;  and 
I  am  willing  to  pua  a  law,  in  bvor  of  the  tme- 
liearted  Amerioao  seamen,  that  these  foreign 
eeam«i  never  ahouldretam,    I  wonld  even 


employment  in  the  oonntry ;  and  whenever  the 
proper  aeastoi  sbsll  snive  for  employing  them 
on  their  proper  element^  yon  will  find  them, 
lilce  ttoe  birds  of  passage^  hovering  in  crowds 
upon  your  shores. 

Whilst  oonddering  thBi  part  of  the  subject,  I 
oannot  help  expressing  my  regret  that,  at  the 
time  4^paaaiiig  oar  embugo  laws,  a  pn^iortion 
of  onr  seamen  was  not  taken  into  the  public 
servioe;  because,  tn  my  jadgment,  the  nation 
raqaired  theb  aervioes,  and  it  would  have  been 
aome  alleviation  to  their,  hsrdshipe,  which  the 
measure  peenliariy  imposed  upon  them,  as  a 
olaaa  of  dtiiena,  by  afii»odng  their  immediate 
occupation ;  and  the  other  daaeee,  as  wdl  as 
tbe  poblio  Treaanry,  were  able  to  contribute  to 
thettiUeriatioii;  aad  I  am  wUUng  to  do  the 


same  thing  at  tUs  time.  Indeed,  ita  omission  to 
tbe  (oilTTegratl  have  ever  bit,  attheaaaaona 
irf  the  last  OongFSSSL  I  Uke  the  aharacter— I 
like  the  open  frankMM,  and  the  ganerooe  fed- 
inga  of  the  honest  AnnrioaB  tar ;  md,  wImo- 
ever  in  my  power,  I  am  ready  to  ^vc^  and  will 
vrith  pleaeare  ffitt  Um  my  |wote^k»  and  sim- 
p«t.  One  af  Ute  moat  important  and  agroeriAa 
sffbets  of  tbe  emhaigo  laws,  to  givingtheee  hoa^ 
ertfdlowB  a  ea&  asylum.  Bat,8ir,tb«ae  are  not 
the  only  good  e^ols  of  tbe  embargo.  It  baa 
preserved  onr  peace — ithaaBBvedoia'b«)w~-4t 
MS  saved  onr  national  (nd^kaodenoeu  Are  these 
savings  not  worth  notioet  Are  theae  Ueesir^ 
not  worth  preserving  f  The  gentleman  fiom 
Delaware  (Mr.  WMfn)  baa,  indeed,  tc4d  jm,  that 
nnder  tbeemba^o  Uvr^  the  United  States  are 
bleeding  at  every  pore.  T1ito,aardy,  air,  to  one 
of  the  most  extravacsnt  efiMa  that  eoold  haw 
been  aaoribed  to  theea  lawa  by  the  fhuttie 
dreanu  oTthe  most  inbtnsted  panima.  Blood- 
letting to  the  laat  efiect  that  I  ever  expected  to 
hear  aseribed  to  thb  measnre.  I  tbonghtitwaa 
of  the  oppoeite  eharaoter ;  bnt  it  serves  to  diow 
that  nothing  is  too  eitravagant  for  the  miaffoid- 
ed  aesl  of  gentlemen  in  tbe  opposition.  I  have 
cast  my  ^es  about  in  vain  to  discover  those 
copious  streams  of  blood ;  bnt  I  neither  sea  nor 
hear  any  tiling  of  them  from  any  other  qoarter. 
60  flu  fh>m  the  United  States  bleeding  at  every 
'  r  Mie  embargo,  i<  '  '   " 

i^g  at  any  pore  , 
highest  eomi^ments  to  the  measure  is,  that  it  has 
saved  ns  from  tlie  very  oslamity  whieh  the  gen- 
tleman attributed  to  it;  bntwhich,  thanks  to  OUT 
better  stsrs  and  wiser  oooDsels,  does  not  exist. 

Mr.President,  theejeaof  the  world  are  bow 
turned  upon  ns ;  if  we  submit  to  these  indigni- 
ticH  and  s^^reBionB,  Great  Britain  herself  wonid 
despise  ns ;  she  would  conader  ns  ao  outcast 
smon^ nations;  she  would  not  own  na  ftv  her 
oflbpring:  France  would  despise  us;  all  tiie 
worid  would  despise  tn ;  and  what  to  infinitely 
worse,  we  should  be  oompdled  to  detftise  our- 
selves I  If  we  redst,  we  shall  command  the  re- 
spect of  our  enemies,  thesympathies  of  the  worid, 
and  the  noble  approbation  of  OUT  own  coBscienoee. 

Vs.  Presideot,  our  i^te  is  in  our  own  hands ; 
let  us  have  union  and  we  have  nothing  to  fear. 
So  highly  do  1  prize  union,  at  tlda  awful  mo- 
mept,  that  I  would  prefer  any  <Hie  measure  ot 
reaietance  with  nnion,  to  any  other  mesanre  of 
restotonee  with  dividoa ;  let  us  then,  sir,  bsnish 
all  personal  feelinga ;  let  ns  present  to  our  ene- 
mies the  formidable  ftont  of  an  indissolDble 
band  of  brothers,  nothing  dse  to  necessary  to 
onr  soooesa.  Hr.  Frewdent,  mieqnal  as  tlds 
contest  miy  seem^  favored  as  we  are  by  aor 
ritnatioii,  and  under  the  blesaing  of  a  ben^cent 
Providence,  who  has  never  lost  sight  of  the 
United  States  in  times  of  Sflicnity  and  trial,  I 
have  the  most  perfect  confidence,  that  if  we 
prove  tme  to  oorselvea,  we  shall  triumph  ortr 
onr  enemies.  Deeply  impressed  with  these 
oonaiderstiona,  1  am  prepared  to  give  the  reso- 
lution a  flat  and  deiiaed  n^etive. 
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fknuT,  Horeaiber  35. 
joHK  UoxjDai,  from  the  Btato  of  Georgia, 


WxinraaiiAT,  November  80, 
Ifr.  Fkkkbdm.— lb:  Prendeut :  I  am  aware, 


anj 


^  of  tfaa  oonaeqiuncea  rf  adrancbw  a 
ttmg  from  irbkb  oonohinon  may  be  drai 
advene  to  the  oriokma  of  onr  own  Admin- 
UratioB,  whidi,  \fj  maaj,  are  ooneeived  to 
be  iadupnUblr  jniL  Herdy  to  state  tbese 
■  ■  -  "1  (iioti  arsnoMBta  as 

t  may,  perb^a,  have 
Bfed  in  tbrir  aqiport  <«  hat  aMe,  ia  anmtdent 
aaaljeet  aman  to  thepopnlar  ohiugeof  being 


dvof  b«iaga''BriliahtarT,''  BewiUbeAno 
taaata  to  escape  the  aoeoaailoo  of  tonehteg 
BrtlUi  goid.    Bat,  rfr,   none  of  tbeae  ttainge 


•rtbeleH,  willing  to  benefit  by  tiie  impraaiiao 
tbej  may  make  on  the  ndntt  of  the  people. 


tmpts  of  Great  Britdn  to  eoaroadi  >ipon  oor 
ri^iia,  matB  tht  eommeneamaot  of  onr  Beroln- 
tionary  war;  and  dnring  ita  whtde  oontinaanoe, 
I  was  mintemiptedly  employed  In  important 
crril  or  vnlit»n  dapartmenta,  ouitribatiiw  all 
my  eObrta  to  brug  uat  war  to  a  eoMaarfbTter- 
mlnatioo. 

I,  air,  am  not  tbe  adTOoate  of  wroog-doera, 
towhateT«r  oovnby  ti>ey  beloiw,  whe^er  &»- 
Mvm,  or  Kinn  m-Um  Adnuidatraton  eCa 
BepBhBa.  Jnatioe  ia  uy  oVlMt,  and  Tmtb  my 
g^e;  and  wherever  dw  poiiitB  tfae  way  I 
dwn  not  fev  to  goi 

Gnat  Britain  haa  dona  na  many  wronn. 
Whea  we  were  Ooloniee,  Ao  attempted  to  S»- 
prire  u  of  aome  of  oar  deareat  Urti^rii^ila— 
rfahta  derived  fifom  onr  KigBah  aaetatoiia,  ridita 
wiieh  wo  defoided,  and  &^y  eabMidud,  bj 
lb«  anuujarful  conenuioa  ti  the  ftevoltitjonan 
war.  Bat  theae  wronga,  and  tU  Iho  womtda 
of  war,  were  fntanded  to  be  oUitorated  and 
bcaled  by  the  treaty  of  paMoe,  when  al  enmithw 
aUmld  hare  oeaaed. 

Great  Aritain  wronged  ■■  ta  the  oaptore  and 


of  17SS,  and  ahe  hae  made  reparation  fbr  theae 
wna^  poranant  to  a  tre^,  negotiated  o* 
paotieal  prindptee'by  a  alaliaanaii  who,  with 
hlwal  Tiowa  and  real  eandor,  too^  acUMt- 
nent  and  rqiaiatkiD. 

UoVDAT,  December  11. 
JBuforMmeat  ^  €ie  Embargo  Loiat. 
Hr.  OiUB,  from  the  oommittee  appointed  the 
IHh  of  November  laat,  on  that  saii  of  the  Ues- 
aage  of  the  Prerident  of  the  United  6Ut«s  nUoh 
nbtea  to  the  embugo  tawa.  and  the  meunres 
neceanry  to  enforoe  doe  oMervanoe  thereof 
made  a  farther  report,  lo  part,  of  a  bill  to  an- 


thorize  and  raqnire  the  Preudent  of  the  UDlted 
StatM  to  arm,  man,  and  fit  out  for  immediate 
aervioe,  all  the  pnbllo  shipa  of  wht,  v««ela,  and 
gonboata  of  the  United  Statea;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  paawd  to  the  aeoond  reading. 
The  bill  la  aa  tkdlows: 

"  A  it  aattid  tjr  Ot  BmiaU  and  OnH  o/  Riprt- 
tmtattBm  i^tlm  Ouiled  State*  ^  Awitriai,  m  Cangnm 
ammhltd,  Tbst  the  Pnddmt  ba,  and  he  b  hersby,  - 
•albaHied  and  rsqidnd  to  oasn  to  be  fitted  mt, 
afflowrad,  mauad,  and  enjoyed,  ai  aooa  u  m^  b«, 
aU  tba  rUsatea  and  oUmt  armed  ve«ela  of  AeUnltad 
8talM,lDdDdi^giBbaati;  and  to  eaaae  the  6)gBlw 
atid  anaed  vMMla,  te  laaiaatfa^y  can  be  nra^arad 
(br  eothre  aerrlee,  te^eoli*ely  to  be  Madooad  aa  «eh 
pOfiB  and  J^aeaa  on  the  aaaeoaat  aa  ha  may  (beai 
moat  expaowiit,  at  to  cnuw  tn  anj  part  of  dw  Mart 
of  tlie  United  Statei,  or  territoriei  tOereoC 

«  Skc  2.  Ami  be  k  >rthn-  aniOai,  That,  foi  the 
[mrpoae  of  oaiT7iiig  tne  fcregotiiB  proTJnon  into  im- 
mediate cfbct,  the  Pcealdent  of  the  United  StatM  b^ 
and  i>  benby,  anlhorlaed  and  minind,  hi  additka 
todMsmnberof  p««ty  ^Do««,  aUa  naioen,  ordina- 
ry aaaman,  and  iMya,  at  naaent  aotborind  Ttj  law, 
to  iffdnt,  and  oann  to  be  e^agad  and  croplciyad 

aa  aooo  aa  may  Im, middupmao, ooipcndi 

ofmailnai, M«  aeanten,  — -~  ordlnaiy  namea 

aad  boy^  which  dwD  be  engaged  to  mve  fio'  a  pe- 
riod not  areaadli^ yean,   bat  the  PrMidsEt 

may  dlnhaiga  tba  lame  aoooer,  if  in  hit  jodgment 
thau-aeivioea  may  ba  diip«gued  with ;  and  to  ntii^  die 


In  the  Traaaniy  sot  otberwiaa  apprcfiii 

81.TDSIM.T,  December  17. 

Hm  (tedontiala  of  Micoakl  Imo,  appointed 

a  Senator  by  the  SUt»  of  Pennaylvai^  were 

preaented  and  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  cm  flla. 

SufOTtttmatt  nf  th«  Emhargo. 

The  Senate  reamned  the  lull  making  ftirther 
proviidon  for  enibroing  the  embarga 

Ur.  OooDsioB  roee,  andaddreeaed  the  Senate 
aa  foUowa — 

Mr.  Freaident:  This  blU,  making  ftmliw 
proviaion  fbr  enforoing  the  embargo,  reqniree 
all  oor  attention.  We  are  not  on  or^nai;  bn- 
dnesB.  An  emba:^  for  an  iod^lnlto  period, 
over  agreatoouotr^  Ukeonrs,  abouiding  in  rich 
aUplea  and  domeetM  prodnc^  and  oartjing  on 
In  ita  own  veaads  an  eztennve  and  profitable 
oommero^  ia  a  phenomenon  in  the  dvHiaed 
world.  We  are  aboot  entoiing  on  the  aeoond 
year  of  thia  novd  meaaore,  and  even  in  defi- 
ance of  the  Iceaona  whidi  eipeiienoe  teaohea, 
that  withoot  producing  uiy  bene&dal  reeolta, 
it  ia  embroiling  the  chdceet  Intereata  of  the  na- 
tion. On  foreign  powen  it  haa  made  no  im- 
preanon,  and  ita  rdnoos  ^ect  on  onr  own 
coontry,  we  aee  !o  the  wuto  of  private  properlj 
and  pnblio  revenne ;  in  the  diaoontenta  m  onr 
citizens;  in  the  perplexed  state  of  the  pnblio 
oonncils,  and  the  Increadng  difficnltiea  that 
are  fast  gathering  ronnd  the  Oovenunent. 
The  frienoa  of  the  embargo  aay,  that  it  haa 
been  evaded   and    vidatM,  hot   that   when 
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Btriollj  enforced,  it  vitl  oompal  for^^  na- 
tions to  re«>eot  our  rights.  Under  tbeae  im- 
presmons,  the  Bystam  ia  Ui  be  maintained.  To 
enforoe  it,  the  povreia  of  the  Govemment  are 
to  be  put  in  arraj  dtfoagboDt  our  oonntry,  es- 
peoially  in  places  where  discontents  are  Diani- 
featad ;  and  an  extension  is  to  be  given  to  that 
ajstem  of  arbitrarr  aeizures  of  vasael^  gooda, 
merchandise,  and  domeatic  produota,  on  sospi- 
oion  of  their  being  intended  for  exportation, 
which  oame  in  with  the  embargo  lawi^  and  baa 
attended  their  axeontioa 

In  all  this,  sir,  I  bm  nothing  that  b  to  oon- 
ciUate  tba  ooaflictiDg  ojdniBns  and  paaaioDa  of 
otir  oltkal^  and  restore  ooneord  amongst  tltNu. 
I  Bee  nothmg  that  will  ioT^rorat*  t^  pnblie 
oonncilg,  and  reeoacitate  the  dormant  spint  and 
rwoDTces  of  the  nation.  To  me  it  seems  that 
the  Administration,  witLont  presenting  to  pub- 
lic view  anv  definita  object  or  coarse,  are  presS' 
ing  forward  oar  affairs  into  a  ohaos  of  inextri- 
cwle  difficnltiea.  And  I  cannot  bat  regard  this 
UU  as  holding  a  prominent  place  among  the 
measures  leading  on  that  onfoitouate  issue. 

This  bill  bean  marks  of  distrost  oiterCained 
hy  the  Qovenunent  of  the  people,  or  a  oonsider- 
able  poiticm  of  them,  and  of'  the  State  aothori- 
ties;  it  places  tbe,  ooasting  trade  nnder  farther 
and  Texations  restraints,  aa  wdl  aa  its  general 
regolationi  nnder  the  control  of  the  President. 
It  intrenches  on  the  ninoioipal  polity^  of  the 
States,  and  the  intcrconrse  of  the  people  in 
their  ordinary  boMneas,  And,  what  above  alt 
will  wound  the  pnblie  sentiment,  for  the  ac- 
onstomed  and  mild  means  of  exaouiing  the  laws 
by  civil  process  throo^  the  tribraiala  of  ios- 
tioe,  it  snbetitntea  military  powers  to  be  culed 
out  and  exercised,  not  in  aid,  bat  in  plaoft,  of 
the  civil  aathoritiee. 

The  ooastiag  trade  is  plaoed  nnder  the  r^n- 
lation  of  the  Prewdent  by  this  bill : 

1st.  Oollacton  may  refuse  permiadon  to  pat 
a  oa^^  on  board  of  any  ehip,  vessel,  or  boat 
in  any  case  where  they  have  their  own  personal 
BOBpioions  that  it  is  intended  for  fordgn  ei- 
portatdon,  and  in  every  case  which  may  be  com- 
prehcnded  within  the  scope  of  any  general  in- 
structions, isBoed  by  command  of  the  Pre^- 
deot.  Bat  there  is  a  proviso  aa  to  coasting  ves- 
sels aniformly  employed  in  the  navigation  of 
bays,  sounds,  rivers,  and  laku,  which  shall 
have  obtained  a  general  permission. 

2d.  General  permissiona  may  be  granted  to 
the  last-mentioned  vessels,  under  such  general 
iuatractiona  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  may  give,  when  it  can  be  done  without 
danger  of  the  embargo  being  violated,  to  take 
on  board  such  articles  aa  may  be  designated  in 
each  general  permis»ou  or  permissions. 

By  these  general  inetmctions,  the  President 
may  prescribe  the  hind  and  quantity  of  exports 
from,  and  imports  into  the  individual  States, 
and  from  and  to  the  particular  districts  witliin  a 
State.  He  may  sospend  them  in  part  or  in  whole. 

The  power  of  issuing  general  instructions 
now  propoeed  to  be  given  to  the  President  by 


law,  he  exercised  in  the  recess  of  Congreea,  and 
in  my  opiuiun,  without  law.  The  Governor 
of  Massachosettd  was  aufliorized  to  give  certifi' 
oaten,  or  licensee  for  the  importation  of  floor 
into  that  Stale;  and,  nnder  general  instnw- 
tiona  from  the  President,  without  personal  ma- 
picion  of  his  own,  the  collector  at  CbarkBtcKi, 
in  Sonth  Caroling  detained  a  veMcl;  whi<:h 
caUed  forth  the  independent  eiennae  of  the 
judicial  power  of  the  dronit  conrt  in  that 
State,  to  control  the  President's  inatmotioiM 
1  am  sensible  the  AdmiMstration  and  ita  friends 
hav«  an  ardnooa  task  in  exaeuting  the  eanfaargo; 
difflcoUieB  beeet  them  on  eveoy  side ;  difficnl- 
tiea inherent  in  the  measure  ita^  and  not  to 
Im  OT«B0(»iie  by  aewiianlating  rigorooa  pout 
tiee,  and  an  extenmon  of  tlie  Exanitive  power. 
The  power  to  regulate  commerce  is  veatedia 
Oongrew,  and  by  granting  it  to  the  Fresdait, 
do  we  not  tranafer  to  hire  aao  ti  the  mast  im- 
portant and  deUcate  of  the  legislaliv*  paw- 
ent  WhatStata  would  have  i^opted  theetm- 
stitataoii,if  it  hadbeem  foreseen  that  this  power 
would  be  grantad  to  any  man,  howavar  diadD- 
guiohed  by  o&oe  I 

The  aeetiona  I  have  ocnaidered,  priniapaUy 
afl^  mandumts  and  sea&ring  m^  in  their  b^ 
sineaa,  at  stoi«e,  onrtom-honaea,  aboat  wharVM^ 
elupa,  and  veasels.  But  other  tectiona  taka  a 
wider  range,  and  intrench  <m  the  ordinaiT  cmi- 
oams  of  the  gr«at  body  of  the  people,  by  tb* 
powers  they  give  for  anreasoDable  aod  arbUia- 
ry  searches  for,  and  seizores  c^  tlmr  jvoper^. 

Collectors  of  the  coatoma  thron{4>oat  the 
United  States,  by  the  tenth  saotiou,  ar«  em- 
powered to  take  into  cnsb>dy  epeoie,  or  any 
articles  of  domeado  growth  or  mann&oturu) 
under  these  circmnstanoes,  when  deposited  in 
QnoBiial  plaoee,  in  uaomal  quantities,  in  plaMS 
where  there  ia  reason  to  beHeve  they  are  in- 
tended  tw  eiqiortatitm  in  venels,  sld^is,  or 
oth»  carriages,  or  In  any  manner  ^>parmtly 
on  their  way  towards  the  territories  of  fbrdga 
nations,  or  a  place  whence  snob  articles  are  in- 
tended to  be  exported.  And,  when  ti^ea 
into  onstody,  they  are  not  permitted  to  be  re- 
moved withoat  bmida  being  g^ven  for  tbair 
being  relanded  in  some  place  whence,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  eolleotor,  there  ia  bo  doiger  ef 
their  being  exported. 

Withoat  wamuLt  founded  on  proo^  tnxa  sos- 
]»oioo  only,  may  thia  onbonnded  Hooue  be  ex- 
erciaed.  Oar  hooses,  heretofore  onr  oastlei^ 
and  the  secure  abodes  of  our  fsmilies,  may  be 
thrown  open  to  the  vinta  of  collectors  to 
search  for  and  seize  oor  money  and  goods, 
whenever  instigated  by  sa^icioD,  pr^pidioe^  t»- 
sentment,  or  party  spirit 

So  place  is  to  be  protected ;  the  people  may 
every  where  be  exposed,  at  home,  on  the  wayi 
and  abroad.  Specie  and  goods  thus  seised 
without  warrant,  and  on  snqiicion  only,  sn 
not  to  be  removed  onleas  and  notil  bond  with 
sureties  shall  be  given  for  lamliiig  or  deliver- 
ing the  same  in  some  place  of  theUmted  SMea, 
whenoe,  in  Hm  qiiuioa  of  the  ccJIector,  there 
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ehall  not  be  anj  danger  of  snch  articles  bcAng 
exported.  These  {ffOTisiona  atrike  at  the  Tital 
pnnciples  of  a  free  goTemmeiit ;  and  are  tbey 
not  oontruy  to  the  fourth  and  sixtfa  artiolea  of 
amendmenlsto  theoonetitatiDnF  Are  not  tbwe 
seafches  and  seizures,  irithoat  wamnt, 
the  H>ere  BospieioD  of  a  oollector,  onreasona- 
ble  seorobes  sad  seizores  t  And  is  not  &  mui 
tfaer«bj  to  be  di^rived  of  propert;^  without  due 
prooeaa  of  law  t 

The  military  maj  be  employed  by  snoh  per- 
son SB  the  Frerident  maj  liare  empoweied.  He 
may  derignata  at  oertain  plaoM  in  the  Btatae, 
{wsona  to  call  out  raoh  part  of  the  land  or 
naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the 
militia,  as  may  be  Judged  ueoesMry.  Those 
will  be  wlected  who  are  most  convenient  and 
in  all  re«pect3  qoalified  to  act  in  the  scenes  to 
wbidl  tbej  may  be  called.  In  these  sppcnnt- 
taenta  the  Senate  is  to  have  no  oonoDirenoe. 
Hiey  are  to  be  Presidential  sgeots  for  issniog  re- 
qntBtions  to  the  standing  army,  tor  mililia,  and 
not  aineiiiable  to  any  tribunal  for  tbtAi  oondaot 
Hecetirfore  a  delicate  and  reepeotftil  attention 
has  been  pud  to  the  Btate  aathoritjescm  this 
antgeet.  ThereqnisitiODsof  titeGeneralOoTern- 
meDt  for  the  miUtia  luiv«  been  made  to  ttie  OoT- 
mionof  the  States;  andwhatreaaonistlMrefor 
takiae  a  differmt  coone  to  enforce  tb»  ambargo  f 

Uiider  oor  present  system  hare  not  inanrroo- 
tions  been  suppressed,  rebelliona  quelled,  and 
oombinatJonB  and  refiistance  against  IttwM  as- 
thority  overcome,  by  the  force  of  the  General 
Government  in  co-operation  with  the  State 
Govemmentst  la  not  the  antbority  of  the 
marshals  competent  to  the  exeoatioa  of  the 
laws!  I  see  no  oaose  for  these  arrays  of  the 
military  throilghont  tJie  conntrj,  and  the  nn- 
restiwnad  licaoee  Uiatis  to  be  given  to  its  oper- 
ation. It  is  a  faodameatsl  principle  of  a  free 
gDvenmtent,  "  diat  the  mihiary  be  kept  in 
saboidinstion  to  the  dvil  power,"  and  never 
be  put  in  molitm  until  those  be  found  inoom- 
petent  to  iff«aerve  thepnblio  peace  and  anthor- 
i^.  Bat,  by  tbe  provimons  of  this  bill,  these 
PHwdwitol  agents  may  call  out  the  standing 
KOEy  or  ""il'p*!  or  part  of  them,  to  follow  in 
Oto  coQectoi's  train,  to  aeize  epeoie  and  goods 
ia  howM,  Steves,  and-  elsewhere,  and  generally 
to  ezecnting  the  embargo  lawa.  And  even  the 
pvUki  peaoe^  so  &r  as  respecta  the  auppreasing 
annedaod  riotous  aasemblagea  of  persons  re- 
■stiog  the  cintom-home  offioers  in  tne  exercise 
of  Ibeir  dnties,  it  woald  seem  can  no  longer  be 
eonfided  to  the  States^  and  it  is  thought  ne- 
rwarj  to  BDiroond  onatmu-hooae  offloera  witb 
bands  of  Om  standing  army  or  niiiitio, 

Hie  bill  beftre  ns  is  bottomed  on  a  report  of 
tbe  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasnry.  How  often 
were  hb  Btrenaooa  remrautrances,  and  those  of 
the  cbainnan  of  the  oommittee  who  reported 
the  bill,  (Hn  Gilxb,)  tomerly  heard  against 


t  in  tlie  local  peiScj  of  tbe  States,  and, 
the  ordinary  ocmooms  of  the  peo{>Ie;    and. 


above  all,  a^unst  standing  armies  t  Then  do 
Buch  Executive  pren^tives  were  claimed  as 
this  bill  contwnB ;  no  such  attempts  made  as 
here  are  made  for  iub'snohments  on  tbe  inter- 
nal policy  of  the  States,  and  the  ordinary  con- 
oema  of  the  people ;  and  then  our  army,  amall 
in  comporiaon  with  the  present  establiahmmit, 
was  kept  aloof  from  the  aSoin  of  tbe  States 
and  the  persons  and  property  of  the  dtitens. 
Our  coODtry  was  happy,  prospoous,  and  re- 
speoted.  The  present  crius  ia  pwtentona.  In- 
ternal diiqoieta  will  not  he  healed,  nor  publie 
sentiment  orattrolled,  by  precipitate  and  rash 
measures.  It  is  lime  for  the  public  ooandla 
to  panse.  This  bill,  sir,  ought  not  to  pasa.  It 
atri^es  at  the  vital  ptindplee  of  our  republican 
system.  It  propoeee  to  iJaoe  the  eountry  la 
atimeof  peace  under  military  law,  theflnrt  sf^ 
pearance  of  which  ought  here  to  be  resisted 
witb  all  our  talents  and  efibrts.  It  proposes  to 
introduce  a  military  despotism,  to  which  fre^ 
men  cen  never  anbmit,  and  which  can  nevea 
govern  except  by  terror  and  oomage. 

TjjtBDAj,  December  SO. 

Ur.  tiiLBS  nid,  I  sm  senmble  that  I  owe  an 
^>ology  to  tbe  Senate,  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mitter for  not  having  made  an  erposititm  ot 
the  objects  and  principles  of  tha  blU,  reported 
for  conaideratjon,  at  on  earlier  stage  of  the  dio- 
ouBsioD.  This  omission  has  not  in  tbe  smallest 
degree  been  infloenoed  by  any  apprehension,  that 
these  principles  ore  inoefeofflble ;  but,  in  ecma 
degree,  from  a  desire  to  acreen  myself  as  much 
as  posdble^  from  intermixing  in  diacussiona ;  a 
task  which  is  never  agreeable,  but  is  at  present 
peculiarly  distressing  and  afflicUng  to  my  fecd- 
mgs.  I  also  thought  that  the  session  bad  al* 
r««dy  been  saffioiently  fr^tfiil  of  dlsousicos 
intimately  connected  with  the  bill  before  ns ; 
and  that  tbe  pcblio  interests,  at  this  time,  re- 
quired action.  I  know,  too,  sir,  that  I  owe  an 
apology  to  the  Senate,  for  the  great  number  of 
amendments  which,  nnder  their  indnlgenoe,  boa 
been  made  tu  this  bill  aA«r  it  was  first  presented 
to  their  consideration.  Bat,  sir,  yon  will  find 
some  apology  in  tha  intrinaia  difflcolty  and  ddi- 
oaoy  of  the  subject  itseli^  and  also  in  the  dispo- 
dtion  manifested  by  the  committee,  to  give  to 
the  ot^eotions  made  by  the  oj^Mments  of  tha 
bill,  that  respectfril  attention  to  .whieb  many  ol 
them  were  oertainly  entitled,  and  to  accommo* 
date  its  provisions,  as  far  aa  posrible,  to  the 
views  of  those  gentlemen.  After  every  effort, 
however,  to  eneot  this  object,  it  sdll  a 


uuwovar,  mi 

that  the  biU 


a&acett' 


have,  accordingly,  with  great  zeal  and  ability^ 
described  the  proviaons  of  the  bill  as  danger- 
ona  and  alarmm^  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  peo^e.  This,  air,  is  the  CMnmon  conraa  of 
oppoaition,  and  appKes  to  everv  strong  measure 
requiring  the  exercise  of  mnon  Exaontive  dio* 
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cretiiw.  I  IUdL  Itowerw,  I  dull  be  able  to 
Acm  that  t&en  u  no  new  priD<^>le  oontaioed 
in  the  proTiaimi  at  that  bul ;  bat  that  ever; 
porision  it  ooobdns  la  aznplj  jastUt«d  by  pre- 
Mdeats  in  pce-exbting  lain,  whudi  baTenotbe«a 
foand  to  be  Kt  d««troetiTe  to  tlw  tigbts  of  the 


ncf  law.    In  perforndBg  this  task,  I 

■haD  bring  into  Tiev  onlr  fiiehparta  (tf  the  bin  M 
bare  be«i  oltfeetod  to  by  gentlemen,  preaandi^ 
duL  as  thdr  objeetiona  bare  OTMentlT  beta  the 
nniit  ot  great  indnatt?  and  deliberatioD,  all 
otiMr  parte  of  the  InUrenunianoMectianaUe.  I 
dull  abo,  porh^ie,  avoid  H»ne  of  tfao  obaerra- 
tlona  raapecting  minnto  detalla;  mly  mr  re- 
maito  gtsamOj  to  prine^lee;  md  that  bring 
jaj  obeerrationa  ana  repllee  into  as  ihort  a 
oomMUB  at  poidUe. 

The  gentieman  from  Oonneotiant  (Ur.  Oooiv 
Kos)  oonuneooed  his  ramaito  by  declaring  the 
embargo  to  be  a  permanent  meaanre,  depreea~ 

Sits  eSbot&M  nrinoui  at  home  aiid  ioeffeo- 
abroad.    ITiese  obaerradona  liare  been  re- 
peatedly mode  by  oQierg^  and  already  replied 


■m  Bbengthened  in  the  oanwbKm  of  those  re- 
pBea  by  aU  the  fttrtlMr  reflec^ms  I  hare  bean 
enabled  to  tMatoT  upon  tbeni.  Thia  part  of  the 
nlject  will,  tbereftwe,  be  pasmd  over  withont 
fbrther  notice,  except  to  reni&rk,  that  per- 
hapa  one  of  the  csnees  of  the  inefflcai^  i^ 
Uie  measure  abroad,  has  lieea  the  onprin- 
o^ed  Tiolatiom  of  its  provirions  at  home; 
and  the  great  and  leading  olject  of  the  P^^a- 
mt  hOl  &  to  prereot  nch  Tiolations.  Upon 
Ifaia  part  of  the  anl^eot  I  am  h^ii^  to  Hud 


1  moat  fltrennone  and  jodidona 
anpoBere  (Mr.  tfnxHOOBB)  haa  oandidlT  uifbrt 
the  Senat^  that  the  proriritna  of  the 


brmed 


admirably  calcolated  to  «fibet  that  oUeot— and 
if  in  their  practical  opcntioa  th^  dionld  re- 
■fice  the  duraoter  antirapated  by  that  gentle- 
man, I  ahall  feel  no  regret  for  tut  poraott  of 
labor  I  have  bestowed  npon  them.  Indeed,  I 
dtall  oongratnlato  the  oommittee  aa  well  a*  my- 
Mlf  in  utviog  been  ao  fininnato  as  to  find  « 
eompetent  iraiedy  for  ao  great  an  erO. 

The  gentleman  from  Oonnaottont  Qlx.  Goon- 
Boa)  infivma  na,  that  the  pnMio  oonndls  are 
preaeing  on  to  nuaanres  pregnant  with  the  most 
alanning  reanlta.  I  hope  the  gentlonan  ia  mis- 
taken in  his  apprehenaionfl,  aod  I  dionld  hare 
been  mnch  pkued  if  the  gentleman  had  been 
good  enoogh  to  point  them  to  a  better  oonrae ; 
bat,  eir,  he  has  not  done  ao,  nor  hm  any  gentle- 
man on  the  same  side  of  the  qneetion.  Indeed,  nr, 
it  wonid  aire  me  great  {deaonra  to  do  something 
that  wonld  be  agreeable  to  oar  Eastern  friends; 
bnt,  nnfortonately,  amidst  all  the  intrinrfc  diffl- 
oaltiea  wUob  prein  npon  ns,  that  seema  to  be 
not  among  the  least  of  them.  The  gentlemen 
Ihemselres  will  notexpUdtly  tell  ns  wW  wonld 
Iffodnee  the  effoo^-and  I  am  inidined  to  ttitek 
^at  nothing  short  of  putting  the  Gorenunent 
in  th^  hands  wonld  do  it.    £rai  this  wonld 


notbe«i«i^ft«mdiffiovlti«s.  ThegeUloDND 
from  that  part  t4  the  United  States  are  ncariy 
equally  divided  amoi«  themaelvea  r«epe(«ii« 
the  proper  course  of  menaorea  to  b*  pvsaea, 
and  there  is  an  immokse  m^ori^  in  tnrj 
other  part  of  the  United  States,  in  fisvov  of  Ae 
neasaree  proposed ;  we  are  therefore  snmmnd- 
ed  with  real  and  intrinsic  diffloollieB  frmn  every 
qnarter,  and  those  of  a  d<nn«Btio  Bstnre  are  in- 
initdy  the  moat  fonnidsbls^  and  most  to  be 
depreosted.  Indeed,  sir,  nnder  nresent  drona- 
stancea,  the  administration  t>e  the  Govsrmnwt 
cannot  be  a  pleaaant  task ;  and,  in  my  Jadgmo^ 
it  reqidres  a  great  efftat  ot  pstriotiani  to  nn- 
dwrtake  it,  not  on  aeoonnt  of  extenial  {weMorai, 
bnt  on  aooount  (tf  internal  disoMiteitt^  stnnnls- 
ted,  too,  by  so  many  artAd  infarignea.  Bnt  (br 
these  trnfortonate  eircnmstanoes,  erMj-  gentle- 
man wonid  feel  an  htmorabie  pride  in  oontribn- 
ting  his  eftbrts  to  devise  measores  fbr  repiJBBg 
fOTMgn  sgBrencmi,  and  he  ivonld  eonrt  the 
responsibihty  attached  to  hia  stntioa.  I  wonld 
otA,  Hr.  Prwideut,  give  np  a  acintjlla  of  tbst 
portian  of  the  reepoeribility  which  the  «ii*« 
mipoaee  on  me.  Indeed,  rir,  to  hsve  the  hcmx 
of  bearing  my  full  share  of  it,  is  the  only  in- 
ducement I  have  at  this  moment  for  ooonpying 
a  place  on  this  floor.  Wlthont  that  conndem- 
tbHi  I  shontd  now  be  in  retirement.  Bat  wtten 
I  tarn  my  eyes  npon  internal  diviaion^  diseon- 
tenta  and  violations  of  law,  tnd  am  oompelled 
to  think  of  measnree  for  their  siqtpreesiMt,  it 
{ffodooea  the  most  pdnfld  Bensstiona  and  die- 
treesing  reflectkins. 

The  neat  principle  of  objection,  the  gentle- 
men tcfi  OB,  oonsiste  in  the  transfer  of  legids- 
tive  powers  to  tbe  Eieoative  D^artrnent.  Thii 
is  sn  old  an  sl»tract  qoestiim,  often  herettrftee 
bron^t  into  view,  and  leads  to  endlem  discus 
sioD.  I  think  I  shnll  be  able  to  show  that  the 
tail  inbt>dac«e  no  new  pripoiple  in  this  re^>eet, 
bnt  only  sppUee  an  established  prinidpte  to  new 
practical  olfjeote.  The  genenl  prindple  rf^ 
sepsntion  of  departmenU  is  generally  admitted 
in  the  abstract ;  bnt  the  difBonltiea  in  this  dis- 
from  uiplyiog  the  prinoiple  to 
objeote.      The  great  difEonlty  eziA 


praotkal 
Wtbeatt 


^  tbe  attempt  to  fix  on  tiie  precise  bonndary 
line  between  le^alative  and  Ezeootive  powers 
in  tlieir  praotaoal  tqwration.  This  is  not  P^**^ 
Yon  nd^t  attempt  the  search  for  the  phuoso' 
pher's  stone,  or  the  discovery  of  the  perpetual 
motion,  with  as  much  prospoot  of  snooeea.  The 
resson  of  this  dlffionlty  is,  thst  the  praetioal 
ot|]ects  and  events  to  which  this  abetraot  prin- 
ciple is  attempted  to  be  applied,  are  perpetoaUy 
vairing,  aooording  to  tbe  practical  pn^resdon 
of  hnman  afbirs,  and  (herefisre  cannot  admit 
of  any  mdfbrm  standard  of  appUoation.  This 
refleMion  mi^  have  saved  tbe  gentlemsn 
from  Ifsasschnsstts  (Mr.  Llotd)  the  tronble  of 
reading  to  ns  tbe  eonstitntlon  or  bill  of  ri^ta 
of  Hssttdmsetta,  in  which  tbe  principle  of 
separation  of  departments  is  very  clearly  sad 

_ ,_  ..,,   ,    ^  ^j  which  will  be  VM7 

>  In  the  abstraot,  bnt  wiia 


property 
leaulya 
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e^vrttrntut  ^  At  Embaryo. 


[Snua. 


Ibnna  no  put  td  the  qneatioii  In  diipnte.  It 
cannot,  boirerer,  Mcapa  ob«ervBtion,  that  thia 
priiid{de  b  not  bid  down,  even  in  the  abatract, 
in  {h«  Goortitntion  of  tho  United  Btatei ;  and, 
■hhoof^  it  is  the  leading  piindple  of  the  oon- 
■tittrtian,  asd  [wobaUy  was  the  principal  gnide 
in  its  finrnatitni,  it  is  nevertiwlea  in  aerwal  re- 
pecta  departed  from. 

This  body  Mitakea  ««atitiallj-  hoth  trf  the 
if^datiTa  andfizeontiTa  pomn  of  the  GoTem- 
meot.  The  £zeoatiTe  Department  alaopartakoe 
of  the  IcgiaUtiTe  powera,  aa  &r  at  leaat  aa  an 
qiprobation  ill,  and  a  qnallded  aegatire  of  the 
lawB  extend,  iic.  I  make  theM  otMerrationa, 
howcTer,  not  in  derogation  of  the  general  prin- 
dple  of  the  aepar&lion  of  powen  among  the 
■ereral  departeientei,  ao  br  as  is  practicable, 
In  merdr  to  ahow  diat  there  moat  neoeaMrU;^ 
be  BtnM  Hmitatioiif  In  lb  practical  operation. 
PeriMpa  tlw  beat  general  mie  tat  guiding  our 
diaeretian  upon  tlda  subject  will  be  fonnd  to 
anwiBt  tn  thu :  That  legislation  onriit  fa>  ex- 
tend as  &r  aa  definition  is  practicable — when 
deStrition  sttqie,  ezecation  moat  neoeaaarily  be- 
gin. But  some  of  the  partieulBr  provisions  of 
Ham  biU  will  ftimidt  more  predse  ilhutratlonH 


w  proceed  to  examine  the  more  par- 


togreer 
Ffrat 


It  oljecition:  The  penalty  of  the  bonds  re- 
qtired,  ia  said  to  be  exeesdva.  To  enable  na 
to  dedde  oorrectlf  npoo  this  point,  the  ol^ect 
proposed  to  be  efi^ted,  and  the  penalty  re- 
qoired,  ah<Mild  be  oonrioered  in  reference  to 
UrCh  (Aher.  The  object  ia  to  prevent  by  means 
of  eoaatuig  veasela^omestio  articles  horn  being 
carried  abroad.  Flour,  for  instance^  to  the 
Vest  JndiesL  The  price  of  that  article  here  is 
Ins  than  fire  dollars ;  in  the  West  Indies  it  is 
said  to  be  thirty  and  upward.  The  penalty  of  the 
bcoda  required  ia  six  times  the  amonnt  of  the  val- 
ve of  the  Teeael  and  cargo.  Is  any  gentieman  pre- 
pared to  aay  a  tmaUer  penalty  will  effect  the 
otijMtt  I  preenme  not  Indeed,  the  commit- 
tee were  &posed  to  pnt  it  at  the  lowest  possi- 
Ue  point,  oondstently  with  an  eflhitoation  of 
the  ctject;  and  probably  it  b  rather  too  low 
Ibr  thftt  purpose.  As  to  the  penal^,  aoocuding. 
to  the  tonnage  of  veasd^  it  la  believed  no  al- 
tnaticm  in  the  existing  laws  b  made  in  that 
rapeet.  These  penaltua  will  appear  the  mote 
reaaonaUe,  -when  it  b  leotdleoteo,  that  thronch 
tiie  indnlgenoe  given  of  the  ooaating  trao^ 
meat  of  the  violatiaiis  of  the  emba^  bwa 
have  been  contrived  and  eSboted. 

Second  objection :  The  collectors  may  be  in- 
tnenoed  by  party  spirit  in  the  eiereiae  of  their 
fiseration.  It  b  hoped  that  this  >rill  not  be  the 
ease,  and  if  it  were,  it  would  certainly  be  mnch  to 
beregTetted.  It may,however,pro^My  happen, 
and  b  me  of  the  inoonTanleneaa  of  the  sfitem. 


Third  objection;  The  high  peoaltiea  of  the 
bonds  will  drive  man;  persons  of  amaU  means 
from  their  aooostomed  ooonpatioua.  Tfaey  wHl 
not  be  able  to  procure  the  oranpeteot  seonrlty 
fbr  their  proseontion.  It  b  not  to  be  presomed 
that  thb  will  be  tiie  eflTect  to.any  great  extent. 
If  the  owner  b  known  to  be  honeat,  and  has  in 
view  legal  and  honest  objects,  I  have  very  littie 
apprebendmi  of  his  not  bemg  able  to  get  the 
esenri^  required.  Bnt  here  ^e  question  recurs, 
are  these  apprehended  iocanvenienc«a  of  such 
a  nature  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  abaiid<Hi  a 
great  national  object,  for  the  sccommodation  of 
a  few  individuals  who  are  afiboted  by  them! 
Is  the  bat  effort  to  preterve  the  peace  c^  the 
nation,  to  be  abandoned  from  these  conddera- 
tions  t    I  should  oondnde,  certainly  not. 

The  next  objections  are  made  to  the  eeTentb 
section  of  the  bill  which  provides  that  streas 
of  weather,  and  other  unavoidable  acddenta  at 
sea,  shall  not  be  given  in  evidence  in  a  trial  at 
law  to  save  the  penalty  of  bonds  given  as  lecnri- 
ty  aguDst  the  violation  of  the  embargo  bws.  It 
is  known  that,  through  pretexts  derived  from 
thb  permission,  at  present,  most  of  the  viola- 
tions of  these  IswH  have  been  committed  with 
impnnity — it  is,  therefore,  important  to  the  fb- 
ture  execntJou  of  the  Uw&^  to  take  away  thus 
pretexts.  But  it  b  objected  that  this  regnlatim 
manifeets  a  distrust  of  oaths.  It  does,  of  what 
b  called  costom-house  oaths;  their  viidatjon  b 
already  almost  proverbial ;  It  does  not,  however, 
prodnce  nor  encourage  thb  profligacy ;  it  takes 
away  the  temptation  to  it    It  b  farther  add. 


regolates  me  evidence  to  be  produced  bttTore 
thejory.  Gentlemen  state  partlcolar  bardihipa 
which  may  take  place  under  tbb  regulation.  It 
b  easy  to  state  possible  hardships  nnder  any 
general  regulation ;  bnt  they  have  never  been 
deemed  sufficient  objections  to  general  regula- 
tions prodndng  in  other  respects  beneficiu  r»- 
snlts.  Thb  bill,  however,  contains  a  proviaon 
for  relief  in  all  cases  of  haTdsbips  nnder  the  em- 


reasniT  b 
Mses.  Thb 


IPS 

bargo  bws.  The  Secretary  of  the  Ti 
anthoriaed  to  ^rant  relief  in  ail  such  oases, 
power  vested  in  the  Secretary,  b  also  otiJeoted 
to.  It  b  add  to  manUeat  a  distrost  of  courts, 
and  to  transftr  their  powers  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasiuy.  Whatever  may  be  my  dbtruK 
of  some  of  the  coorts  of  the  United  StAtes,  I  oan 
ssy  that  oonBiderstion  furnished  no  inducement 
to  tins  provision.  It  is  a  power  not  suited  to 
the  organizatioQ  of  courts,  and  it  has  for  a  long 
time  been  exerdsed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  without  being  complained  ot  Oon- 
greas  proceeded  with  great  cantion  on  thb  snb- 
ject.  On  Uie  third  day  of  March,  1787,  they 
flrst  introduced  this  principle  into  their  laws  in 
relation  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue ;  and, 
after  an  experiment  rS  nearly  three  years,  on 
the  eleventh  day  of  February,  18O0,  they  made 
the  law  perpetual.  Thb  will  appear  from  the 
12th  section  M  thb  bill,  which  merely  borrows 
thb  proTlricm  from  pre-existing  laws.    It  Intro- 
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dacM  no  neir  prindple  whatever.  This  doo- 
trine  IB  carried  still  Autlier,  bf  an  aot  puwd 
tfa«  8d  of  Maroh,  1807,  in  the  dghth  Tolume 
cf  the  Ism,  page  6tS 
'  An  Act  to  prarent  nttlsmBnti  bong  mide  on  Undi 


dmt  of  tba  Unilad  Statu  to  dii*ot  tba  JUnli^  or 
officer  utiiig  u  Umhal,  in  the  muuiei  baninafter 
directed,  uid  mlso  to  take  mch  othar  tneanmi,  uid 
to  employ  nicb  milituj  fans  >■  he  nay  jndsi 
ceniU7  and  prt^iec,  to  iwnore  ftom  Ui^  cedi 
aecnred  to  the  United  Statea  bj  ti'eat^,  or  oeui 
aforeiaid,  may  penon  or  penaiii  who  ahall  haraaftar 
tike  poawwon  of  the  nme,  or  make  or  attemot  to 
make  a  settlement  thereon,  until  anthoiued  hj  law." 

Hera  the  Fremdent  is  authorized  to  ne« 
utilitaiT  force  to  remove  setOera  from  the  pab- 
Ho  IsnoB  withoDt  the  intervention  of  ooorts ;  and 
the  reason  ia,  that  the  pecoliaritj  of  the  case  ia 
not  suited  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  conrta,  nor  would 
their  powun  be  competent  to  the  object,  i 
indeed,  are  ooarta  elloived  to  interfere  vitn  an; 
claims  of  individnala  againat  the  United  States, 
bnt  OongreasnndertalceB  to  decide  open  all  such 
oases  finallj  and  peremptorily,  wilhoat  the 
intervention  of  cotirta. 

This  part  of  the  bill  is,  tiierefore,  aopported 
both  br  principle  and  precedent 

Wliile  speaking  of  the  dbtrost  of  ooorts,  I 
Lope  I  maj  be  indulged  in  remarking,  that  iD- 
dividnallj  my  respect  for  ludidal  prooeedingsis 
materially  impEured.  I  find,  sir,  that  latterly, 
in  Bome  instanees,  the  callons  insensibilitf  to 
oxtrinsLC  objects,  which,  in  times  past,  wag 
thoDffht  the  most  honorable  trait  in  the  charao- 
tor  of  an  npright  jndg&  is  now,  by  Bon\e  courts, 
entirely  disrespeoted.  It  seems,  by  some  judges, 
to  be  no  longer  thonght  an  ornament  to  the 
jadidal  character,  bnt  ia  now  anhstitnted  by 
the  mMt  oapridons  sensibilities. 

■WBDHXSDiT,  December  81. 
Et^Otemneat  nf  the  Umbargo. 

ill.  Fopi  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

And  on  tlte  qaesdon,  Shall  this  bill  pass  I  it 
WBs  determined  in  the  afBrmative— yeas  30, 
nays  7,  as  follows  : 

Tus. — Hesan.  Andenon,  Condit,  Crawford,  fVank- 
Ud,  Qaillaid,  GUea,  Gragg,  Stcbel,  Mmgdg«,  MltcbUl, 
Hoore,  Pope,  Robinaon,  Smith  of  Haiy^d,  Smith 
of  Nsw  York,  Smith  of  Tenneewe,  Samter,  Thraatisi, 
TiOn,  audTnmer. 

Nats.— Heasra  Qilman,  ChwdHoh,  milhooie,  Iloyd, 
HathawaDo,  Piokering,  and  White. 

Wbdhisiuy,  December  98. 
The  VioK  Fbesiddit  being  absent  by  reason 
of  the  ill  state  of  his  hesltb,  tbe  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  election  of  a  President  pro  fwnpoM, 
BS  the  constitQtion  provides ;  and  Stxfhsm  R. 
Bnaj>i.BY  was  qipointed. 

Fbidat,  Jannary  6,  1809, 
Bkcbh  JoiTATHur  Unse,  Jan.,  ^tpointed  a 


Senator  by  tbe  General  Assembly  of  the  Btrie 
of  Ohio,  to  fill  the  vaoanoy  oooaaiMwd  by  the 


TmtuT,  Jannary  10. 
Jaubs  a.  Batasd,  fhna  the  State  cf  Dda- 
ware,  attended. 

HoKDAT,  Jannary  10 
The  credentials  of  Hiohael  Zxtb,  aKKHBtcd 
a  Senator  by  the  Legialatnre  of  tbe  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  All  the  vacancy  occasiooed  ^ 
the  reugnatjon  of  Savuxii  Uaolat,  "were  t«M, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  file. 

TwasTDAT,  Jannary  IS. 
UioHABL  LuB,  appointed  a  Senator  by  tba 
L^alatnre  of  the  State  of  Fenn^lvania,  to  HO 
the  vacancy  oocaaioned  by  the  T«ugnatioD  of  the 
Honorable  Saicubl  Maolat,  attended,  and  the 
oath  prescribed  by  bw  was  administored  to  hiiL 

TcwDAT,  January  84. 

Ibrrign  Intatmirie — lAs  Tieo  MUluma  Stent 

Apprypriatimi — Florida  the  oijecL 


2b  Ut  Senate  <iflha  UnUtd  Stalt* : 

Aocoiding  to  the  nsolotioii  of  tha  Seaat^  <£  te 
ITth  uutant,  I  now  banamit  dieni  the  infonnatiaB 
thareia  leqaaatad,  raapecting  the  sxeon^n  of  tba  met 
of  Congreaa  of  Fdunaiy  21,  130S,  ajqiR^riatitw  two 
millioDS  of  dollar*  for  defraying  any  oitiamifiiiy 
aipenaea  attending  the  interoonne  between  tba  Unit- 
ed Statea  and  foreign  nationi. 

jAirour  a*,  1B03.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Tbe  Ifossage  and  documents  were  read,  aid 
one  thonsmd  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  print* 
ed  for  the  use  of  Uie  two  Hooses  of  Oongren^ 

In  onnpliaiioe  with  the  rewdntioD  of  the  Seaurtt^  an 
far  aa  the  same  ia  not  complied  with  b;  the  reprat  tf 
the  Secretaiy  of  th«  Tteasoiy  of  tlM  20th  inataat,  te 
Secretaiy  of  Stats  renieotAiIlv  repOTta,  that  uitiNT 
the  whola  nor  any  portioa  of  the  two  miUiona  oT  M- 
Ian  appropriated  t^  tha  aet  of  Cm^nm  of  the  31* 
oC  Fsbmary,  1806,  *'  ibr  decaying  any  extracrdiiiBiT 
eipeaieaatteodiDgths  intercooTae  between  tho  Unit. 
ed  States  and  foreign  nsttons,"  was  ever  aadutiuai 
or  intended  to  be  applied  to  th«  nas  oT  either  Frvaoa^ 
Holland,  (V  any  coontry  other  than  Spain ;  nof  «**»-f- 
wiae  to  be  applied  to  Spain  than  by  tnaty  wiiii  da 
Ooretiiment  uiereof^  and  eiolnurely  in  coaudastMn 
Fa  oeaaion  and  deliTOiy  to  the  United  SlBt«e  of  Uie  tep- 
[toiyheld  by  Spain,  eastward  of  the  river  m:«;-.~.|^ 

All  which  ii  teapBctfiilly  aabmictel 

JAHES  UADISON. 

BwtAxatEXT  or  Sxatb,  Jan.  21. 

UoNDAT,  January  80. 
Tlie  ViOB  Pbsbidbht  having  retired,  the  Sen- 
ate proceeded  to  the  eleoUon  of  a  Preddeat  jw^ 
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Tbttbsdat,  Febraarj  2, 

The  GredemtUls  of  Sunm.  Whits,  appointed 

a  Senator  b;  the  Legislatore  of  the  State  of 

Delaware,  for  aiz  years,  commenciDB  on  the  4th  of 

March  next,  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 

Tttbdat,  February  7. 

Smatiaalian  and  Count  ofSl^tofxU  7ole»  /or 

Prmid«Bt  and  Vice  Pretidtnt, 

Mr.  Smith,  of  UaryUnd,  from  the  Joint  i 
mittee  uppointad  to  asoertain  and  report  a  mode 
(^exammiiig  tlie  votM  for  Preaident  and  Vice 
Prtadeut,  and  of  notifying  the  peraons  elected 
of  their  eleodon,  and  for  regulating  the  tini&^ 
jjaoe,  and  manner,  <rf  adnuniatering  the  oaUi  of 
(dee  to  the  Prendent,  reported  in  part  the  fol- 
lowing reaolntion,which  was  read  and  agreed  U> : 

Rttatmai,  That  the  two  Hoons  dull  Mmnbls  in 
fts  Qmabar  of  tha  Emue  of  RapnwntotivM,  on 
WedneadAj  naxt,  at  IS  o'clock;  thM  ona  penon  b« 

a&irttf  the  T«tOi  at  Um;  ihall  be  declared  ;  Ibit  the 
taMH  ahall  be  ddiTVnd  to  the  Froiidenc  of  the  Sen- 
ate, wlio  ihall  aimfjinw  the  itaM  of  the  vote,  and 
tha  panm*  dectod,  to  tha  two  Homei  auambled  ai 
atonwd ;  which  ahaU  be  deemed  a  dectantion  of 
Ae  peraona  elected  Preaident  aod  Yloe  Preudenl,. 
■ml,  loKclher  with  ■  ]ut  of  the  TOtei,  to  be  entered 
on  tha  JoBmali  of  the  two  Honaei. 

Ordered,  That  Hr.  Siote,  of  HaryUnd, 
■{ipointed  teller  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  agree- 
1^^  to  the  foregoing  reeolntion. 

A  message  frrnn  the  House  of  Bepreaentatirea 
bningfat  to  the  Senate  "the  Beveral  memoriala 
from  Hondry  dtizena  of  the  State  of  Ma«a&chn- 
•etts,  remonstrating  affainst  the  mode  in  which 
the  anointment  of  Eleotora  for  Preaident  and 
Vice  Preadent  has  been  proceeded  to  on  the 
part  of  the  &«nat«  and  Home  of  KepresentativeB 
of  aaid  State,  as  irregnlar  and  nnoonstitational, 
and  pnjing  for  the  interference  of  the  Senate 
and  Honae  of  RepreaentatJTce  of  the  IJoited 
Stato^  fbr  the  parpoae  of  preventing  the  eetab- 
liahment  of  so  oangerons  a  precedent." 

The  mevage  last  mentioned,  referring  to  the 
memorials  of  sondry  dtizena  of  the  Sute  of 
Haasachtiaetta,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  message  and  memorials  lie 
«Dtbe  table. 

A  mawagtt  from  tlie  House  of  Representatives 
faibrmed  the  Senate  that  the  Honse  agree  to  tbe 
Tqrart  (rf  the  Joint  committee  "  appointed  te  as- 
certain and  report  a  mode  of  e^iamining  the 
rates  for  Preaident  and  Yice  President,  and  of 
noticing  the  persons  elected  of  their  eleetjon, 
Ukd  to  r^nlate  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of 
■dmimatarins  the  oath  ^  office  to  ^e  Presi- 
dant,"  and  have  appointed  Heesre.  NiaHOLAS 
m^  Tak  Stkx  tellers  on  their  port. 

WKDnsDa.T,  Febroary  6. 
Tbe  tiro  Honws  of  Ooogreae,  agreeably  to  the 


tors  for  the  several  States  were,  by  the  Preeir 

dent  of  the  Senate,  opened  and  dehvered  to  the 
tellers  appointed  for  the  porposo,  who,  having 
examined  and  asoertained  the  number  of  votta, 
presented  a  liat  thereof  to  the  Preaident  of  the 
Senate,  which  was  read,  as  follows: 


The  whole  number  of  votes  being  17B,  of 
which  6S  make  a  majority. 

Wherenpon  the  FTemdent  of  the  Senate  de- 
clared Jahxs  Uavisoh  elected  President  of  the 
United  States  for  four  years,  commencing  with 
the  fonrth  day  of  Uarch  nezt;  and  Gboboi 
OuNTOH  Yloe  President  of  the  nnited  State*  for 
fonr  years,  commencing  with  the  fonrth  day  of 
March  neiL 

The  Totee  of  tbe  Eleoters  were  then  delivered 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate ;  the  two  Hoosm 
of  OoDgresH  separated ;  and  the  Senate  returned 
to  their  own  Chamber. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Swth  of  Marrland, 

Rernieed,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  canae  to  be  delivered  to 
Jaxes  Uavisoit,  Esq.,  of  Virginia,  now  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States,  a  notification  of 
bis  election  to  the  office  of  Preaident  of  the 
United  Stales ;  and  to  be  transmitted  to  Ososat 
OwiTTOK,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  Vice  President 
elect  of  the  United  States,  notiflcatjon  of  his 
election  to  that  office ;  and  that  the  Preaident 
of  ihe  Senate  do  make  ont  and  ugn  a  certificate 
in  the  words  following,  vix : 

Bt  tl  biotm.  That  the  Senate  and  Hoiue  of  Repn- 
mntatiTB)  of  the  United  State)  of  Amertca,  being  con- 
vened at  the  d^  of  Waihington,  on  the  aecood  Wed> 
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[Fnonwr,  ia»^ 


D  FabTBMj',  in  tha  jmi  of  on  L«d  ooe 
ilo^tt  hoMbNiuid  nina,  Aa  nodannitiaa, 

at  ofa«  StMteyrB  tawycn^  ^  In  praaDos 

(£tlwa^S«natauidHaaMorB*pMantatl*e^  <¥«d 
■n  the  ONti&catM  and  ooont  «11  the  TotM  of  tfaa  ElBO- 
tM*  G«  ft  Pi«ddNit  ai^  Vka  Pnad«irt  of  tba  United 
Stalei.  Vtenopiia,itnearedthntJA>uiHu>ia(B, 
of  Vii]^ma,  bad  ■  bi^ir^  of  tbe  Totat  cf  the  Eleo- 
ton  ai  Fieddant,  and  Omwob  CLmoir,  of  Nav 
Tork,  had  a  nqotitj  of  dm  Totea  of  tb*  Elaotoi*  ai 
'nee  Pnaldoiit.  B7  all  wUoh  It  a]ip«wa  that  JAna 
UumoH,  «f  Vir^nU,  bu  boon  do];  oleoied  P>«rfdent, 
and  Obwob  Cloro*,  of  Hmr  Totfc,  hat  bean  dnlj 
«lM)t*d  Tk*  PnddMt  of  the  Doited  SmtM^  ■paeabtr 


In  witaieM  wbaraoC  I  have  hereooto  art  mj  hand, 
and  Moaed  die  aeal  of  &b  Soiato  to  be  afized,  tlua 
d»7  of  Febranj,  1809. 

Jjtd  tiiat  the  Freddeat  of  th»  Senate  do  oanae 
the  oertifleate  nforanid  to  be  laid  befi>N  the  Pr«a- 
ideot  of  the  United  States  with  ibk  reeoliilaoii. 

TcnD^T,  Fsbroary  SI. 

The  endeatiala  of  Josirs  AjmmaaoK,  ^tpoiot- 
ed  a  Senator  ftsr  Qie  Btate  of  lenncaaee,  by  the 
Bieeittive  ot  that  State,  from  and  after  the  ex- 
piration ot  the  time  Uooited  bk  his  presnt  ^»- 
pcAttment  vattU  the  end  of  the  next  nm(»  of 
the  L^ildatiire  ihweo^  vera  presented  and 
rend,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  file. 

fhmJtbtf  Prinleet  to  Mr.  Jifftnon. 

The  bUl  fteung  ftom  postage  all  letten  and 
pAokets  to  Thomas  Jefl^ion  was  read  the  seo- 
ond  tim«k  and  consideted  as  in  Omnioittee  oF 
the  Whole;  and  no  ■mendment  having  been 
proposed,  iw  the  qneetion,  Shall  this  bill  be  en- 
grossed  and  read  a  third  time  t  it  was  detet^ 
mined  in  the  afflrmatiTet 

'Mi.  Tawis,  from  the  oommittes^  reported  the 
bQl  to  interdiot  the  oommeroial  Interooone  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
XVanoa,  and  th^  dcfModenelet,  and  for  other 
pnrpoees^  etHreotlr  engroHed;  and  Oie  biU  was 
read  the  third  dme,  and  the  Uanks  filled— seo- 
tirai  three,  with  the  words  twmtutA  and  Mag 
tat  two  instSBoes. 

On  motiw  by  Ur,  BnunxT,  the  words, "  or  be- 
faigpnrsaed  by  the  etwrnj,"  were  strioken  ont  of 
the  first  and  ihirdseationB,  bj  xaanitoona  ocmsent. 

Ur.  Llotd  addressed  the  Senate  as  li^ws : 

Hr.  PreMdent :  When  the  naolntioD  on  which 
this  bill  is  fbonded  was  temii^t  forward,  I  had 
eipeoted  it  woold  liave  bean  adTOoated — as  a 
meaoe  itf  preserrinf  poaofr-as  a  menaoe  to  the 
belUgerents,  that  a  more  rigorona  eoane  of  oum- 
doot  was  aboat  to  be  adapted  towards  them,  on 
the  part  oi  the  United  States,  provided  Utey 
eonttnned  to  petrist  in  their  iidnrioos  deoreea, 
and  Orders  in  Coonoil— -aa  giving  as  time  to 
prMtare  for  wai^-or  as  a  oorert,  bnt  aetnal  war, 
against  Franoe  and  Qreat  Britain. 

I  fed  indebted  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  Qb.  Gn-ia,)  for  not  only  having 
very  mooh  narrowed  the  consideration  of  tiiis 


salject,  bnt  fbr  tlie  open,  candid,  and  manly 
groond  be  has  taken,  both  in  support  ot  the 
rescdadon  and  the  bilL  I  nnder^ood  bim  to 
avow,  that  the  efibet  mnst  be  war,  and  that  a 
war  with  Great  Britain;  that,  notwithstanding 
the  non-interootine  attached  to  thia  IhU,  the 
merchante  wonld  send  their  vossds  to  see;  those 
vessels  woold  be  caotored  bj  British  cmiaera; 
these  e^ttnres  woold  be  resisted ;  sQoh  reditanae 
wonld  piodnee  war,  and  that  was  what  he  botk 
wished  and  ejected.  I  agree  perfeotlf  witb 
the  gentleman,  that  tUs  is  the  nainral  progre^ 
and  mnat  be  the  ultimate  efibot  of  the  measure ; 
and  I  am  also  ^ad,  that  nedthw  the  honorable 
Senate  nor  the  people  at  the  United  Statos  eaa 
entertain  any  donbte  npon  the  sntifect. 

I  imderstood  tbe  gentleman  also  to  saj,  thai 
tUswaa  aiaanlthehad  loiwaxpeeted.  Now, 
rir,  sa  these  have  been  no  teeent  deeressy  or  Or- 
defs  in  OotUMdl  issoed,  if  war  has  been  kstg 
looked  for,  Ihim  dteee  now  in  ^wratka,  I  kiMiv 
not  what  exmse  those  iriw  have  the  managn 
matt  of  onr  owuenw  MS  oAr  to  the  pei^  of 
(he  United  States  for  kaviiw  theeoantiT  in  ili 
imeent  expoaed,  naked,  and  defonoeloss  lUnnp 

What  are  onr  preparatjoni  for  warf  After 
being  bwether  fonr-fifthg  of  the  seeaiut,  we  hav« 
extortea  a  relnotant  oonsoit  to  fit  ont  foor  frig- 
ates^ We  have  also  on  the  stodn,  in  the  nav7 
'yard  and  elsewhere  scattered  along  the  ooas^ 
from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Schoodid:,  one  iun- 
dnd  and  aeventy  gonboate,  which,  dnring  the 
summer  season,  and  under  ue  inflaence  of  mn- 
Ht  western  breeae^  may,  when  in  eommisaos^ 
make  ont  to  navigate  some  of  onr  bayt  and 
rivers:  not,  however,  for  any  efibotnsl  prapoeea 
of  deraooe,  for  I  most  oonsoientionaly  beuevc^ 
thst  three  stont  frigates  would  destroy  the 
whole  of  them ;  and  of  the  enonnoos  expenae 
at  whioh  this  bnrieeqna  naval  csUbGalunent  ia 
kept  op,  we  have  had  a  qwoinien  the  presesit 
asesion,  by  a  biU  exhUnted  to  the  Senate,  of 
{sig^t  hnndred  dollare  fiM"  medical  atteodanoe,  OB 
a  sin^  gunboat  for  a  an^  month,  at  New 
Orieana.  If  other  expoidltaree  are  to  be  made 
in  this  ratict  it  reaolrea  but  few  powers  of  eal-' 
eolation  to  foret^  tbat^  if  the  gunboats  oan  d»- 
strov  notUng  els^  they  wonld  soon  destroy  th« 
pabUo  Treasnry. 

We  have  also  heard  of  a  project  for  ndaing 
fifty  thousand  vtdnnteers,  whioh  has,  I  believe^ 
been  very  properly  stifled  in  its  tnrtb,  and  w« 
have  apprtmriated,  dnring  the  present  session, 
one  bnndred  and  fifty  thoosand  dollars  towards 
the  erection,  repairing,  and  oompletion  of  onr 
fortifications.  A  snm  abont  eqael  to  the  expMi- 
dttore  of  the  British  Government  for  six  week^ 
or  two  months,  on  a  ringle  fortress  in  tlie  Frov- 
inoe  of  Canada,  and  which  sam.  with  ns,  is  to 
pot  into  a  state  of  defenoe,  against  the  naval 
power  of  Great  Britain,  an  exposed  and  oooe*- 
nble  maritime  frontier  ot  two  thousand  miketa 
It  I 
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atnat,  ud  whli  any  seriona  prepantion 
nrwKtailpiuMMMilJMioflt,  theiHewQtfbiidi 
*Hlda(MBb«^t«iited.  How  soon  oaimot  be 
Alad,  bMMw  the  •mMmt  of  them  otiuiat  be 
itmiblj  Moertained.  A  part)  and  a  oondd- 
■■Utptttof  die  numn  now  on  hand,  does  not 
Meat  to  UM  ^Ui&  It  is  die  pn^keitf  of  ti» 
mtAtiUi  it  ■  dmoMted  in  the  IVeararr  aa  in 
ikiik,UM«becked  for,  whenarw  that  oom- 
MR^  wbiA  ib.  Jflflbroon,  in  hia  Note*  on 

a  tat,  mott  tapbaOe^  aqrs,  onr  mnntrj 
iM  ihall  be  agafai  fetqMited. 
Aid  ttoiritaatoc^  what  are  the  vrafeoto  of- 
Ind  ht  t^lodahing  the  jniUio  oMbn  in  fti- 
<  tmt  h  ii  the  dntr  of  the  Beoretary  of  the 
Ttmhit  M  dneli^  tlie  reeotmea  <tf  the  nation, 
nd  M  pU  out  new  aoonea  (^  atroplf^hen- 
n«  th*  mmI  duumds  are  impeded.  He  liaa 
ii^nilu  j  ihrte  modea.  ThenrBt,if«zeoat«d, 
rnktem,  in  n^  Tjew,  and  I  am  aanj  to  oi?  it, 
kmmiti  TioUtion  <rf  the  pnblie  faith.  It  is 
fta  BiisMtiaa  (f  ftoj^ing  drawbaoka  mi  mer- 
*iitiiH  wbieh,  in  manf  iostaitoee,  the  mer- 
iknt^  froB  a  nlianee  on  the  stablli^  of  toot 
Im,  nd  OeintAgritjof  the  Government,  hare 
bporttd  upiun^  for  ei^KiTtatitm.  and  not  for 
MMie  iM  or  eonaompbtHi  in  thla  oomitrT, 

|t*^  iGka  contivy  to  ^dr  loolin^ionB  and 
Imb,  (hxn  wiafcing  for. a  lengar  period 
V  via  known  or  (ndnred  in  anj  other 

b  one  whieli,  in  m^  oidn< 
lionor  to  the  genin*  of  anj 
' —  prqjeet  for  donUing,  at 


.  — aadntfianow 

niUa.  inflMiitnotoeetotltemerehuit,with- 
wt  JMjiitr,  wiOtont  diatrimination,  without 
•»■«■  Mween  the  neeowariea  of  the  poor 
■MBallhiltaarieaof  theriohone;  between 
"•  o&ManUe  raw  materials  irfthe  manobo- 
^nltlHinlesdeocBitioiMoffiahion.  By 
■n^  hfat  tee  and  Uadeira  wine,  brown  n- 
pradsDnatlaa,  ooodieeand  aaiT«iten*tooU, 
«4t7iH^etrokeof  thepeD,rsie»d  in 
w«BM  ratio;  and  a  dntj  of  100  per  oent  on 
P*****  "^  wtthont  £iTor  w  afibodon, 
•Mf  MoBuaended  to  be  Impoaed  on  the 

Ai  third  mfeet  ts  oertainlr  not  a  nord  one ; 
■"mptrihatof  ihiftiiv  the  harden  off  our 
"^Aoddonen  toOioHofonrBQeeaawrg:  it 
■■*of  Iwrowing  mon^  on  loana. 

'■m  btn,  rir,  among  thoae  who  have  re- 
ff^the  intcOIguice  and  aontenesa  of  the 
,  yiMT  <^the  TreasDiT.  I  have  thought  the 
^  JJ^fT  ■hly  filled  J  DOT  ha«  my  eatimation 
I  *><fHkUi  been  diminidted  from  the  few  per- 
1  Vdwaftmoaal  have  had  with  hun  nnoel 
I  ■"•ken  intbitai4>;  ^«^  if  hia&me  rested 
y*"»er  abana  tban  tber^orta  made  to 
^Vm  the  pnamt  iearion,  in  rdaticm  to  en- 
"<i*|the<ml)argoIaw^aiiid  toonr  flsoaloOD- 
'  *">.tt|Muin&nt'a  breath  mi^teanlyborst 
*»««*.    At  any  rate,  it  may  very  tnily  be 


said,  that  if  sooh  are  our  preparatatma  for  oom- 
mencing,  and  onr  reaooroes  for  oontinning  a 
war,  the;  are  tboee  which  will  serve  neither 
to  inspirit  ooraelves^  nor  to  frighten  onr  ene- 

If  we  are  to  have  war,  with  whom  is  it  to  be 
proeeonted— not  in  terms  I  mean,  but  in  fact? 
Oertmn^  not  with  ^aaoe.  Her  few  poasea^osa 
in  the  West  Indies  have  jvobably,  by  tint  ^me^ 
ceased  to  beluig  to  her,  and  between  her  Enro- 
pean  tenitoriea  and  the  United  States  a  gulf 
intervenes,  apowcr  it  interposed,  which  neither 
the  Emperor  rf  the  West  nor  the  Ein^  of  the 
two  Americas  can  either  fothom  or  resist 

It  then  appean,  if  we  an  to  have  wsr,  it  is 
to  be  a  covert  war  wi^  the  two  belli^mwita, 
bnt  in  reality  an  actual  mr  with  Great  Britain 
altoe,  and  not  a  war  with  both  France  and 
Great  Brit^  as  the  boe  of  this  bill  seems  to 
import. 

If  this  be  the  detennlnation  of  oor  Govern- 
ment, and  the  war  is  to  eommenee  at  a  flitnre 
dav,  and  sot  instantly,  what  la  the  oonree  which 
poliey  wonld  dietato  to  thia  ooontry  to  pnrsae  t 
Oertaiuly  not  a  prohiUtion  of  the  importation 
of  tm  mann&otnres.  A  long  period  of  years 
most  ehqwe  before  we  oan  faniish  &«  onrsolvee 
man;  arnclea  we  reoeire  from  her  even  of  the 
first  neoeeeity,  or  tiiose  which,  ihrai  habit,  liave 
twoome  Booh  to  ns.  We  ahonld,  therefore,  aedn< 
loosly  endeavor,  not  only  to  gnaid  against  ez- 
h«nr>fiiig  qht  prasont  etook,  bnt  to  adopt  ever; 
means  in  onr  power  to  replenish  it. 

It  wonid  be  expedient  to  throw  wide  open 
the  entrance  of  onr  ports  for  importations,  to 
overstock  as  mnoh  a*  posmble  the  United  States 
with  Britisb  mann&otttres.  This  wonld  proninre 
for  ns  a  doable  advantage;  it  wonld  promoto 
onr  own  acocsnmodation,  By  ^ving  ns  the  means 
of  oommemdngand  proaecoUng  wv  with  fewer 


haliitantB  of  Qtat  oonntry  with  onrown— for,  as 
the  man  (MT  imputations  from  Great  Britain  are 
made  on  long  oredlta,  should  a  war  ensne  before 
soch  credits  are  cancelled,  it  is  obviooe  that, 
until  the  oonolnfain  Dt  the  war,  those  debts 
coold  not  be  oolleoted,  and  this  drcgieatance 
alone,  to  a  certain  extent,  might  operato  as  s 
preventive  <Jteok  to  war,  or,  at  any  nit«^  would 
secnre  in  the  boeom  of  the  Ihitith  nati<Hi  a  party 
whoee  intereate  and  foeBngs  would  be  inl^DUtely 
oonneoted  with  a  speed;  tetmrn  of  peaoe. 

^  adopting  a  ntn^nteroonrse  antecedent  to 
a  stato  M  war,  onr  own  stook  of  supplies  bo- 
comee  ezhansted,  the  British  merchents  have 
time  and  notice  ^vot  them  to  oollect,  or  alien- 
ate, by  asogamenl^  their  debts  in  this  oouitry. 
A  warning  is  given  them  to  bnokle  on  their  sr- 
mOT ;  their  Hood  dispodtion  towards  ns  is  not 
only  change^  bnt  emoittered,  and  the  very  per- 
sons who,  in  the  one  esse,  mijiit  possibly  pre- 
vent a  war,  or  be  instramental  in  effecting  the 
reetoralaon  of  peace,  wonld,  in  the  other,  prob- 
ably be  among  the  most  willing  to  niah  into 
the  oonte■^  &«n  the  impnlse  H  temper,  and 
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A  noD-interoonrat  woold  also  be  attesdad 
witli  great  hazard  and  disadvantage.  ,It  woold 
be  as  well  nndentood  by  otbera  aa  b7  onntlvM ; 
it  oocld  alone  be  oonsidered  as  the  onctator  of 
war ;  and  tlie  blow  would  be  strook,  not  whan 
wa  were  prepared,  bat  whan  onr  Mipoaenti 
were  ready  for  the  oontest ;  and  should  this  bill 
go  into  <K»eratioii,  it  is  Terr  pM^ble  that  daring 
the  ensmng  sommer,  some  of  our  cities  may 
exhibit  hcMia  of  rains  and  of  ashML  before 
pres9M  ooold  oonTeneat  the  eeatof  Oot< 
even  the  heads  ot  oar  departmanta. 

Another  evil  wotdd  arisa,  and  that  a  perma- 
nent one ;  whether  a  non-interooiirse  eventuated 
in  war  or  peaoe,  it  wonld  materioUr  and  ad- 
varaelr  affect  twUi  the  habits  of  the  people  and 
the  rcTenoe  of  the  fitate.  Uan;  of  the  articles 
which  are  now  imported  team  Great  Britain  are 
itEdispensable  for  oar  comfort,  and  some  of  tlkon 
fbr  oar  existenee.  The  people  cannot  do  with- 
out them :  the  conBeqnenee  most  b^  that^  in- 
stead of  beiDg  r^Dlarlr  imported,  the  articles 
will  be  smnggled  into  this  oonntrj,  and  thereby 
the  price  not  only  beoomea  greatlj  enhanced  to 
the  consnmer,  bnt  tha  dntiea  are  wholly  lost  to 
the  Govemment 

Bitberto,  the  rerenae  of  the  UnitAd  6t«tea, 
arising  trata  impost,  has  been  cxdtected  with  a 
degree  ot  integrity  and  jtanotnality  hig^y  honor- 
able and  unexampled  u  the  histfvy  of  oommw- 
olal  nations.  This  HocoeesfU  oolleotion  of  doties 
has  not  however  been  efibcl«d  !>y  the  employ- 
ment of  swarms  of  revenue  officers,  Hpiea,  and 
informers,  aa  in  other  comitries ;  it  lias  been  in- 
flnitky  more  effactnaUy  seoored,  hy  an  honor- 
able pride  of  character,  and  that  sentiment  of 
affection  which  was  natorally  excited  in  the 
hearts  of  iteemen  towards  the  Government  of 
their  ahoice,  and  a  Oovemment  nnder  wbioh, 
in  the  mutt,  they  have  experienced  moch  pros- 
perity. Bat  barriers  of  this  deaoription,  like 
other  high-toned  seotimenta  of  the  mind,  being 
once  broken  down,  oan  with  diffioolty  be  re- 
stored, and  the  chance  of  materially  impairins 
this,  hi  reality,  "ohoap  defence  of  nations," 
^onld,  in  my  opinion,  of  tteelf,  afford  a  sufficient 
reason  for  the  reaction  of  all  measores  of  donbt- 
fblpoLioy. 

In  a  cooDtry  nearly  sorronnded  by,  and  evffiry- 
where  intersected  with  navigable  waten,  en- 
compassed by  a  frontier  beyond  the  ability  of 
ten  Bonapartean  armies  to  guard,  and  inhabited 
by  a  race  of  men  anrivallea  for  hardihood  and 
enterprise,  and  at  present  in  a  state  of  poverty, 
the  temptation  of  great  prices  will  tie  irreidgti- 
ble — for  there  is  no  truism  in  morals  or  philoso- 
phy better  estabUshed  than  the  commercial  ax- 
ioic^  that  demand  will  oltimately  flimish  a  sopply . 

Iliere  are,  nndonbtedly,  periods  in  the  history 
of  a  nation,  in  which  a  oontert  would  be  both 
honorable  and  indi^ensable,  but  it  should  ever 
be  the  result  of  great  deliberation,  and  in  an 
extended  repubho,  perhsjis,  of  necessity.    That 


most  wise  and  most  patziotie, 
which  so  oondncts  the  a^rs  of  the  nation  over 
which  it  presides,  as  to  ^otMhioe  the  grealeit 
oltimategood;  and  when  a  natkm  is  attacked  at 
^  same  time  by  two  assailants,  it  ia  no  r«Be«- 
tion  on  its  honor  or  its  bravery,  to  select  ita 
opponent;  and  on  piinciplee  of  redpTooi^,  in- 
dependently of  those  ot  interest,  the  fir^aggre*- 
ear  woold  nndoubtadly  be  entitled  to  the  lint 
notice. 

Who  tiien  baa  been  the  first  aggreWH't  I 
answer,  France.  The  Berlin  Decree  is  in  a  gres* 
measare  the  cause  of  our  present  diffloolties.  In 
jostification  of  France  in  doing  this,  I  know 
gentlemen  reeort  to  the  convention  between 
BuBaia  and  Great  Britain  in  17BS,  to  jmvMI^  a 
supply  of  grain  to  France;  bat  this  i*  by  iw 
means  snffic!i«it  Jastjficatiaii  to  Stance,  evest 
without  referring  to  a  decree  to  llie  same  cdlbet 
issued  in  liay  of  the  some  year  by  France,  whila 
she  was  ignorant  tit  Hua  secret  stipnltiion  be- 
tween Rnsma  Hid  Great  Britaiu. 

For  a  long  period,  and  among  most  of  tfao 
maritime  nations  of  Europe,  the  right  ot  inMtnfr. 
ing  a  snpply  of  provisionB  to  an  enemy,  was 
tacilJy  acquiesoed  in,  or  expressly  admitted. 
This  pracboe  existed  even  so  long  ago  as  tha 
Mithndatic  war  and  has  probaUy  been  fcdlowed 
np,  without  an  interval  at  any  one  time  of  fif^ 
years,  from  the  commenoement  of  the  Chriati«a 
era  to  the  preseat  day.  Tiiia  attempt,  there&re, 
of  Great  Britain  to  ii^jnre  France,  formed  no 
excose  Ibr  Fntnoe  to  attempt  to  Injure  Greiat 
Britidn  by  violating  the  commerce  of  the  United 


On  the  filst  of  December,  1806,  the  Btitii^ 
Government  formally  notified  the  Amevioait 
Government,  that  Great  Britain  w<Hild  conidder 
an  acquiescence  in  the  Berlin  Decree  on  th« 
part  of  neatral  nati<xiB,  as  giving  to  her  (Great 
Britain)  the  right  to  retaliide  in  Ifae  same  waj 
Bgunst  France. 

Had  the  American  Government^  at  this  period, 
manfoUy  and  eipUratly  made  known  its  deters 
mination  to  support  oar  rights  at  all  hazards,  I 
have  no  belief  that  our  present  difficulties  would 

-er  have  existed. 

In  May  sncceeding,  ad^ces  were  received  ot 
French  privateera,  nnder  this  decree,  depredat- 
ing apon  American  vessels  in  the  West  Indiee; 
and  daring  the  same  mtmth  the  ship  Horizoo, 
in  distress,  was  thrown  by  the  act  of  God  oa 
the  French  oooal^  and  was  seized  under  the  same 
authority. 

In  November,  1807,  the  British,  in  conformity 
with  their  notice,  issued  their  retaliating  order. 
A  prior  Order  in  Connoil  of  Janoary,  1807,  had 
been  iasaed,  but  this  only  affected  veaaels  trad- 
ing between  different  ports  of  France,  or  be- 
tween ports  of  France  and  her  allies ;  a  trado 
always  obnoxious  to  suspicion,  and  one  wbioh 
during  war  most  ever  t>e  expected  in  a  great 
d^ree  to  be  restricted,  and  which  is  also  intern- 
dieted  by  a  standing  law  of  the  XVench  Goven^ 
ment  passed  ia  1T7S,  and  confirmed  by  the  pr«^ 
ent  Emperor. 
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Then  fallowed  in  eaootmoa,  on  the  pftrt  of 
Fiuioe,  the  IGlftn  and  Bt;  oone  deoreee.  The 
lut  of  which  dumoE  an  Ameriom  reewl  to  eon- 
demnation  &om  the  ezeroiw  of  t,  right  nniTer- 
nSj  acknowledged  to  belong  to  helligerents, 
■Dd  one  which  the  neutral  hai  no  posnbllit;  of 
jwerenting,  that  of  bdng  spoken  witJi  bj  an 
enem;  cmiaer,  whioh  from  her  saperior  sailing 
there  was  no  poembilitj  of  orcdding,  Jn  p<^t 
of  [Minciple,  ttiii  ia  the  most  ontrageons  vioW 
tkm  of  neotral  righto  ever  known,  and  this,  too, 
took  place  mider  the  exiatence  of  a  trea^  made 
within  &  few  yeare  by  the  same  person  who 
inaed  t2iese  Tery  decrees.  While  with  Great 
Britain  we  have  no  treaty,  and  wboee  orders  are 
eipiesdy  bottomed  npou  and  limited  in  dura- 
tkn  bj  the  French  decrees^  and  iaened  after 
baring  ^reu  twelve  months'  notice  <f  hw  in* 
tentioa  to  oppoee  them  in  this  way,  and  tJie 
(Mers  in  Ccnindl  are  eren  as  yet  not  oo-exten- 
live  in  prinelple  with  the  I^eneh  deoreea. 

I  hare,  in  taking  this  brief  Tiew,  ctrnfloed 
myBctf  excdodTely  to  tiie  deoreea  and  orders  of 
the  two  Goranunaita,  without  adverting  ta 
other  eaaseaof  oompl^t  on  either  aide.  I  oon- 
Bder  myadf  as  warranted  in  doing  this,  from  the 
American  Government  having  explicitly  taken 
this  grannd,  and  made  known  that,  on  the  re- 
amval  of  the  deareee  and  orders,  it  would,  on 
our  port,  rentove  the  embei^go,  and  restore  the 
senatomed  intaroonrBe  between  the  two  ooim- 
taiea. 

iVom  Uiie  oimaderation  of  the  snl^eot,  it  ir- 
teaatiUy-  foUowB,  that  France  was  the  first  a^ 
greaaor  <Ht  ns,  in  issoing  her  deoreee — that  m 
point  of  ^inciple,  they  are  mndu  more  ontrage- 
oas  vkAatians  <rf  right  than  the  British  Orders 
in  Cwmcil — that  the  latt«r  originate  tram,  and 
eo-«siit  only  with  the  f<xmer,  and  that  i>anoe 
BbMld  of  ccnseqnence  he  tlie  first  otifeot  of  onr 
vcmnnoe. 

"^e  tflecti  of  a  war  with  one  or  the  other 
nation,  woold  be  as  distinctly  perceptible.  With 
France  it  would  nuke  no  difibrenoeto  n&  For 
as  Img  as  she  oontinnes  her  dcOTees,  oommeroe 
with  her  could  not  be  prosecuted— no  man 
would  be  mad  oiongfa  whde  her  coast  is  lined, 
nd  the  ooMU  covered  with  British  cmiseis^  to 
Btnd  hk  vessel  to  France,  where  she  would  meet 
with  eertaln  condemnation  tot  being  even  seen 
and  spoken  with  biya  Briti^  frigate.  With 
France,  therefore,  t£e  actaal  difibrenoe  arising 
from  paasinff  this  bill,  and  declaring  a  non-ioter- 
eonne,  Votud  be  next  to  nothing. 

With  Great  Britain  the  efiects  would  be  re- 
versed. No  one  now  donbta  her  abili^  or  dis- 
position to  carry  her  orders  into  effect,  nor  her 
{c^oration  to  extend  the  theatre  of  war.  If 
we  commenced  war  upon  France,  a»  she  would 
be  the  common  eoemj  of  both  na^oni,  there  is 
no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  our  differeucee  with 
Great  Britun  would  be  &TorahlT  settled,  that 
tbe  oommeroe  of  the  world,  excepting  as  it  re- 
9Seta  France  and  her  allies,  would  be  again 
open  to  n^  and  that  a  tradi  •'■  ■  ■■■■ 
■^c^ad  neariy  seventy  n 


might  be  again  aooeedble  to  the  industry  and 
^t«rprise  of  our  dtisens. 

Reverse  this  picture,  admitting  that  you  have 
a  war  with  Qreat  Britain,  what  will  be  its  oon- 
seqnenoeet  If  your  dtizens  are  united,  you  can 
capture  Canada,  Nova  Sootia,  and  New  Bruns- 
wick ;  when  you  have  effected  this,  what  re- 
msins  next  to  be  done  t  You  have  reached  the 
ne  plvt  vllra  of  your  ability.  Thenaefbnrard 
your  ports  are  hermetieaUy  sealed.  Priv^ 
teering,  from  the  convoy  system  adopted  by  Great 
Britai^  could  not  be  aucoesafully  prosecuted; 
DO  food  for  enterprise  remains,  and  thus  you 
would  remun,  Ave,  ten,  or  fifteen  years,  sa  the 
case  might  be,  nntu  the  wisdom  and  good  sense 
of  the  nation  predominated  over  its  passion, 
when  an  accommodation  wonld  be  made  with 
Great  Britain,  following  her  example  with  re- 
gard to  her  West  India  conquests  restoring  the 
captured  provioces,  enriched  by  American  pop- 
ulation and  industry,  and  giviog  us  perhaps 
a  trea^  still  lees  farorable  than  tie  much  exe- 
crated instrument  of  1T91,  which,  bad  as  it  was 
said  to  be,  has  proved  a  eomtiaopia  of  wealth 
to  OUT  country,  if  it  prodaced  nothing  less  than 
a  thirteen  years'  peace,  and  which,  to  my  view, 
is  vastly  preferable  to  its  abortive  suoceesor  of 
tbeyear  eighteen  bnndred  and  six. 

The  qneetion  was  now  taken  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  determined  in  the  affirmative^ 
yeas  21,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

Tua— HsMi.  AndertoB,  Cmdit,  FrsnkUn,  (kU- 
Isrd,  QilM,  Gregg.  HowUnd,  Kilohal,  Leib,  Usthew- 
■m,  Melgi,  MillSge,  HltohiU,  Moon,  Pops,  Bobln. 
icm,  Smith  of  Hscylud,  Smith  of  New  Yo^  Smith 
of  TmiiMwa,  Thiniton,  and  TlfBo. 

Nats. — Hemfc  Bay ud,  Cratrfoid,  GDmsii,  Good- 
rieb,  HiUhoojc,  Uoyd,  Parker,  Pickerio^  Reed, 
Smntei,  Itener,  sod  While. 

Bo  it  was  resolved  that  this  biU  pass,  and  that 
the  tide  tiiereof  be,  "An  act  to  interdict  the 
□ommeixdsl  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  Fruice,  and  their 
dependende%  and  for  other  purposes." 


FmuT,  February  B4. 
Additional  Dvtia. 
The  bin,  entitled  "  An  act  for  Imposing  addi- 
tional duties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
oh^idise,  imported  from  any  foreign  port  or 
place,"  was  read  the  third  time  as  emended. 

Mr.  Llotd  moved  to  postpone  the  farther 
oondderstlon  of  this  bill  until  the  first  Uondav 
in  June  next ;  and  addressed  the  chair  as  fol- 

Mr.  Prwident :  After  the  observations  which 
I  have  before  made,  Mr,  on  this  bill,  and  the 
detailed  consideration  which  was  given  to  it 
yesterday,  I  should  not  ag^n  rise,  were  the  sub- 
ject not  a  commerdal,  and  an  exceedingly  im- 
portant one ;  nor  is  it  now  mj  intention  to  make 
more  than  a  few  remarks,  and  these  the  Senate 
wiB  probably  think  entitled  to  more  than  nsoal 
respect,  when  I  inform  them  they  will  princi- 
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paDr  be^  ndtber  m;  own,  nor  whallj  aooordut 
"mlth  mj  opinloiia. 

Thii  UU  oan  011I7  be  adTOMted  upon  the 
groond  Out  a  war  ia  about  to  enaoe,  aod  that, 
to  pr^ara  tbe  pnblie  TreaaiuT  to  matain  Hie 
prowencioii  of  Bocli  war,  tbia  proposed  dn^f  ia 
neoeaMiy.  Uj  pmpoae  b  to  ate  acme  antbori- 
tjea  to  ahow  tb&t  ndther  the  one  nw  the  other  la 
dther  expected  or  neoeanary ;  and  the  anthorf- 
tiaal  BbaD  addooe  to  prore  tbia,  are  thoee  to 
whidi  the  Senate  ia  aoonatMiied  to  p^  tbe 
hif^eat  req>eet 

[Here  Mr.  Llcyd  quoted  ftvin  Mr.  Oallatlii'i  Ti«Bi- 
tii7  nport^  to  abow  thM  he  dMnwd  lovu  tnftnble 
to  taxMlf  mt  anaiad,  ai^  diat  tlun  wu  ranona 
mo,^  nidil  thg  naxt  wintrr.] 


are  received  with  ao  mnch  reepeot  bere^  that 
whether  there  la  peao&  war,  or  embargo,  our 
reaonroea  are  jet  aboudaat  to  canj  lu  on,  at 
leaat  until  the  next  winter ;  and  as  we  are  to 
meet  again  in  three  montha,  it  foltowa  that  tbe 
prcaeot  andigestad  prtijeot  most  be  worse  than 
nselesB. 

To  all  tbb  maaa  of  evidenoe  and  anthoritj 
against  both  the  neceed^  and  poUc?  of  laying 
thia  dnty,  I  have  only  to  add  a  few  OMOTationa 
to  ahow  that  it  will,  in  ita  operation,  be  both 
nneqaal  and  nnjost- 

1t  is  well  known  that  permanent  dntiea,  azeept 
Ml  their  fliBt  impodtion,  are  paid  by  the  con- 
anmer;   bnt  whenerer  dntiea  are  to  be  (^ abort 


tbe  dnty  are  ran  ofi^  tha  price  doea  not  riae  in 
ratio  with  the  doty,  and  that,  of  oooaeqnenee, 
tbe  wbola,  or  part  of  the  doty,  is  thna  mnoh  of 
loaa  to  the  merehaut.  Tbia,  in  a  d^ree,  oannot 
beaToided,  norisiteTenaeal^eot(rf'oomplaint, 
where  due  notioe  has  been  given  of  the  inten- 
tion to  lay  the  duty ;  but  if  it  be  impceed  with- 
ont  notice,  or  giving  &ne  for  jvcparation,  then 
the  intereet  of  the  merchant  is  sacrificed. 

The  batda  of  all  commerce  is  oatcalatioo; 
what  calctdation  can  be  found  tor  distant  enter- 

eises  when  the  data  are  perpetnolly  abifting  t 
a  merchant  reata  on  the  Htabili^  ta  tbe  law* 
of  the  Goremmenl,  and  leDds  away  his  Teasel, 
and  on  her  return  finds  a  new  dnty  of  50  per 
cent  imposed,  which,  for  the  cironmatance  of 
it,  the  conanmer  does  not  pay,  his  whole  calcn- 
latioDS  are  defeated,  and  ne  pockete  a  lots  in- 
stead of  a  profit  for  his  indoatry. 

Commerce  ia  very  probably  as  well  miderstood 
io  England  as  taj  where.  In  that  country  new 
dntiea  on  imports  are  imposed  with  great  cau- 
tion; whenever  contemplated^  the  subject  is 
generally  a  long  tbne  under  consideration,  some- 
tjuiM  banting  over  ftom  one  aeasion  to  another. 
The  Uinirtry  make  it  a  pc^t  frequently  to  con- 
■nlt  oommittoes  of  raercnanta  item  most  of  the 
piindpal  aeaports  in  the  kiof^om.  The  reeolt 
1^  tbe  snlgeot  is  well  considered;  and,  when 
the  dntiea  are  impoaed,  ^ey  an  submitted  to 


with  oDfdiality  and  ebeerfolneaa.  Kr.  Fitt,  in 
the  Utter  part  of  Ui  lifb,  alwi^  adtqited  tUa 
mode.  He  did  not  tUnk  it  ocndeaoeinon  to 
consnit  merdianis  on  snUects  with  whiob  they 
were  bettor  aaqnaintad  than  hfanseUl  In  tb« 
eariy  part  ot  his  ftdmlnistiatioii,  I  have  nnder- 
stood,  he  ndkly  imposed  some  additiraal  and 
heavy  dntiea  on  imported  nHrchondlae ;  tha 
ooosemieace  waa,  tbe  rermne  diminiahed,  and 
BmnggHng  Ineraaaed.  With  hia  charaoteristie 
vigor. he  detennnied  to  stop  it,  and  lined  tha 
coast  with  Inggsn,  revenoe  oottera,  and  fiigatea; 
still  the  revenoe  md not  inerease.  Heeooralted 
the  men!hant8--tbey  tcM  Urn  tbe  aitidee  wen 
taxed  bc;r<">d  their  bearhw;  he  maafblly  ra- 
traced  hie  Bt<fa^  and  took  off  the  additfamal  dngr 


smngglinsd 
ntt<n,andfi 


^^-  fiigatos^  beoania 

nadasa,  and  tbe  revme  advanced  to  its  andwA 
standard.  This  is  ooe  among  many  HMsnorabla 
inatanoM  that  mig^t  be  adduced  to  ahow  that 
an  tuiwiae  angmentation  of  duties  is  veiy  &r 
from  prodndng  an  increase  of  revenne. 

There  la  another  view  of  tbe  sabject  on  whidi 
I  shall  s^  a  few  wm^  Tbia  new  dn^  will 
operate  as  a  boimty  to  moDc^Kdizen^  forestaHen, 


regarded  Uie  prooaedings  tf  this  session.  I  an 
bM  that,  within  half  an  boor  after  the  qnaetion 
waa  taken,  about  a  fortnight  mnce,  in  the  other 
Honse,  ten  expreseee  started  for  offerent  parla 
(f  the  United  Btsteii  It  La  notorions  that  Eng- 
lish and  West  India  goods,  and  most  artidea  of 
fordgn  mwchontUae  In  the  United  Ststao,  hsTa 
beanboo^tnpbyqMovlators;  it  Is  now- la  tlw 
hands  of  n  few  pcncms;  by  passing  thia  law, 
y«>ndiBooBragenewiaip<»iationa,andenaUetfaa 
present  boldera  to  grind  the  poor,  by  extortang 
high  prioes  for  the  aitidea  they  bdd,  Aom  n 
want  of  competition  in  the  morlcet  From  nQ 
these  views  <tf  the  subject,  and  fixan  the  senti- 
ments I  have  quoted  from  the  PreaadMit,  Kr. 
Qallatin,  and  Gtnerai  Smith,  itia  qiparMit  that 
thia  maasmre  is  unwise,  nnneoeasaiy,  and  in>- 
poUtlo. 

I  am  nnwiUing,  >hr,  to  take  np  the  time  of  tba 
Senate;  but,  however  anaTailing  may  be  the 
eff>rts  of  my  friends  and  nmel^  I  wish  to  hsve 
it  reoocded  that  I  wse  ncjuer  ignivsnt  of  the 
very  ii^nrions  iteration  of  thia  bill  apon  my 
conetjtnents,  nor  unwillii^  to  aideavor  to  ]m«- 
rent  it.  I  therefore  aiik  the  indulgence  of  the 
Senate,  that  tbe  ayea  end  noes  may  l>e  token 
when  this  qnesUoo  is  decided. 

And  on  the  question,  it  was  determined  in 
the  n^alive— yeoa  10,  nays  IS,  as  followa: 

Tua.— Mewn.  Bayard,  Bntdln-,  CKlman,  BIH- 
hmw,  Lloyd,  Hitcbill,  Fariur,  Kokaring,  Reed,  end 
White. 

NAva.— Heawai  AnileiMB,  Cco^  Gmrfiwd,  Fkwik- 
tin,  Gafllud,  Giegg,  Howlssd,  Ehdial,  Letb,  Melp, 
Hm«dg^  Hoim,  Pcne,  Smith  of  MaryUnd,  Sndth  t^ 
Svm  York,  &nith  </  Tinnaasn,  Somts^  Thiwton, 
and  Turner. 

On  motion,  by  Ur.  Smm,  of  Haiyhnd,  th« 
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DEBATES  OP  CONGBESa. 


FaiDiT,  Varch  S. 

A  mesaa^  from  the  Honae  of  KepreMntotivcia 
ndcmed  the  Senate  that  the  Boium  dissgrea  to 
Ihe  tint  and  (borth  uueadmeDt  of  the  Scfoate  to 
ifae  bin,  entitled  "An  act  fEirtber  to  amend  the 
■nnl  tota  Ibr  tbe  estaUbbroeDtand  regulation 
rflli»Ir««W7,War,  and  Navy  Departments, 
toi  w^ag  ^tprapriationa  for  the  sapport  raf 
Uie  KGtuT  SAatdialuiiMit  and  the  Navy  of  the 
UbW  flMtei  tor  the  year  Z809;"  and  th. 
agfwtoliieotherameodraentg  to  tlieaiddbi 

Tlw  Pmbmbt  oomnHuiicated  to  Ae  Senate 
wW|?»i«fetta-IhMntli«PwBident  «lect . 

CiTT  or  VuBUMmw,  Ibnh  '£,  1809. 
3»:  Ib^loTB,  thranghyoa,  toinfonnOw  bontn^ 
■hfa  Saate rf  the  United  States,  that  I  piopoM 
5"«  *<  o«h  irhkii  tbe  cMuetitotion  ppBKriliej  to 
ttfOKitO,  rf  an  United  States,  baTore  he  snten 
■  Bt  tnegtiai  rf  hig  offloe,  on  Sitoi^y  the  1th 
■■•B^  a  trehe  o'clock,  ia  the  Chamber  of  tbe 
aw  If  BEfiretentatiTM. 

IbmibgboDir  to  bo,  with  the  greateit  temct, 
",  lonr  BO*  cJxdIent  and  mort  homblo  MtTwit, 
JAUES  MADKON. 
ate  SniL  JoH^r  HmLSDOK, 

PmUaU  pn  Import  i^ihe  Senate. 

^<  sVix^  £»  tJie  Ettnwg. 
AdfOvmmnetU. 
Mr^HhtTOLL,  from  the  oommtttee,  reported 
g*?  I^  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
WWfittlM,  who  mformed  them  that  he  had 
MbrdurMiimniucatioDa  to  make  to  the  two 
««iofCoi«n«. 

.^'^'inj,  That  th«  SecretAiy  notify  tiM  Home 
MKoMMtuive,  that  the Senste having finidi- 
<d  tl»  w.^  -iMlai^  them,  are  lOwnt  to  ad- 


«dtlielii 


lie  Sernvr  having  perfbnned  tbat  duty, 
«•  S«a«  «^Joimed  withont  day. 


EXTBA    fiESSIOH-. 

*  ■---,aemitor/or  tit  aialt  ^—~—  : 
l**"  Bitten  toncbing  the  publio  good  nqmr- 
2  wAe  Setata  dinOd  be  oonnaed  od  Satoi^sy, 
***  ^j  of  Uuch  next,  yoo  an  derirod  to  at- 
■Jjt  Ihi  Senate  Chamber,  in  the  city  oT  Waeh- 
y^^  day  ;  then  and  there  to  delibenle  on 
**  "wiBBiiuiJum  aa  efcaU  be  made  to  yon. 
_  TH.  JETFEBSON. 

■Whidk,  Dee.  K^  1608. 

SavcBD^T,  HiMh  4. 
.-"^rtmnity  with  the  snmmona  from  the 
l2JJtof  the  Uidted  State*,  tie  Senate  as- 
-  'Se  <%ambec  of  the  Honee  of  fi^ 


'wHiiUDai^  frwn  tbe  State  of  Georgia, 


iETiCHOLae  GtuiAji,  and  KAHnitPAKKSB,froni 
New  Hampshire. 

Timothy  Pickehiho,  fVom  MassBchcsetts. 

Chacscbt  GooDMcn,  from  Conneotiont 

EuBHi  Matkkwsoit,  from  Ehode  laland. 

Stkpbek  li.  Bkadlby,  from  Vermont. 

John  Sinrn,  from  New  York. 

Aabob  KiMHSL,  from  New  Jersey. 

Andjibw  Ghhoo,  from  FennsylTiuiia. 

Jamkb  a.  Batard,  from  Delaware. 

Philip  Krbd,  ft^m  Mer^and. 

WiuiAK  B.  OiLBS,  from  Virginia. 

Jahh  Tmin^  and  Jessx  fBiBxuir,  from 
North  Oardina. 


WiLLiAif  H.  Cbiwtobd,  from  Georgia. 

BtroKMKB  Thecbtow,  and  Jomr  Pope,  from 
EentDoky. 

Danibl  Suirn,  from  Tenneraee. 

EuwABD  "irtivs,  from  Ohio. 

John  Lambkst,  appointed  a  Senator  by  tho 
I«gifllatare  of  the  Btate  of  New  Jeraey  for  dx 
years,  nnd  SAinjKi.  Smith,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  tbe  ExecotiTe  of  the  State  of  HarrUiid,  at- 
tended, and  their  oredentials  were  read. 

Jahbs  LLon>,  jnnior,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  <ih^  State  of  Uattachnsetta, 
attend^  BtatiuK  that  be  was  elected,  bat  not 
'~  "loeseBsioii  of  tus  credentials. 

'OSEPH  AsDBKsoTr,  frotn  the  Btate  of  Ten- 
nessee ;  RioHABD  BssNT,  from  the  State  tS 
Virginia  J  Juos  Hnxaooaz,  from  the  State  of 
Oonneoticat ;  Miohasl  Lzib,  frran  tiie  State  of 
Pennsylvania ;  Rbiubv  J.  Usraa,  from  the  Btato 
of  Ohio ;  JoHATHiK  RoBDisos,  fivim  the  State 
of  Vermont ;  SiinmE,  WmrB,  from  the  State  of 
Delaware,  sererally  attMided. 

The  oath  required  by  law  wu  odmiBlaterad 
to  the  Seoators  above  mentjoned,  in  the  rix 
years'  olaas,  reepeotively,  exoept  to  Mr.  BsKn^ 

The  PmiDsm  of  thb  Ukitbd  SrATie  at- 
tonded,  and  cc»iunnidoated  tie  following 


„  to  depart  from  eiample*  «f  llie  moft  n- 
Teivd  aethoiity,  I  avaJl  myeelf  <S  tbe  ocaadon  new 
preeented,  to  eiprea  tbe  plofonnd  im^miaiHi  made 
on  me  In  tbe  eajl  of  my  countiy  to  Oie  itation,  to  the 
dnUea  of  which  I  am  aboat  to  pledge  myidf  by  te 
moit  eolemn  of  uuotioiu.  So  diatmgDldied  a  mtA 
oT  confidence,  proceeding  from  the  deHbeiale  ud 
tranquil  inAage  of  a  free  andTiitaoniiiatian,  would, 
Qoder  any  droamatanees,  haTe  commanded  my  grat- 
itude and  derotian,  u  well  aafiHed  mewtHi  an  awfnl 
of  (he  tnut  to  be  aunmed.  Under  &e  vaiima 
mitaJicea  wUeh  gire  peculiar  uileinni^  (o  the 
a  period,  I  feel  uat  b<>tb  tbe  hooor  and  the  re- 


height  not   before  attained,  I 

from  the  cbsnoe,  haa  been  readend  tbe  n: 

ing.     Under  the  benign  IjiflaeDoe  of  onr  RcpnUicam 

innitatiDni,  and  the  maintenance  of  peace  with  all 


i.L.ooglc 


ABBIDOHENT  OF  THB 


Snun.] 


[ii*M>,  im 


mUoDi,  whilst  10  many  of  thnn  mm  sogigvd  in 
lloodj  ud  mMernl  •»»,  tha  fruit*  of  a  jntt  poUcj 
were  anjoycd  in  an  qnrinUad  gnitiL  of  our  bcnltiti 
ukd  leaoDioea.  Proofa  of  this  ir»re  leeii  ia  tba  Im- 
pionmsntii  of  a^coltnrs  ;  in  tha  ntccBnTol  aotar- 
piim  of  commarce  ;  id  the  prograaa  of  mamifholarea 
and  HHiftil  art!  ;  ia  the  iontaM  cf  the  pnblie  nremie, 
and  the  qm  made  of  it  in  ndneing  the  ptiblio  debt  t 
aai  in  the  Tslaable  wmb  and  Hiabliihmente  ereiy 
wher*  mnmpljfaig  onr  the  face  of  cmr  Innd. 

It  i(  ■  preoiOD*  rafleclioii  that  the  tnniilion  tron 
tliii  proeparoiu  oonditioii  <^  our  oonnti^,  to  ^e  ac«ns 
whidi  haa  for  aome  time  been  diitnadi^  ni,  ii  Dot 
obargaaldB  uk  nit  anwamntible  Tie**,  nor,  a*  I 
tnut,  on  anjr  iiiTttliuktuy  eiTon  Id  the  poblio  ooqd- 
dl*.  bldnlpog  l»  MMoni  riiich  ttenaH  od  the 
lig^t*  or  tike  npoM  M  other  nation*,  it  hai  been  the 
true  gloiy  of  the  Usited  Slatee  to  onltiimta  peace  b; 
obaerring  joBtice ;  and  to  entitle  tbemHlTea  to  the 
mpeet  m  tba  oatioct  at  war,  bj  falfining  their  neo- 
tral  ohligalnoiu  with  the  moit  •anipulani  impaitial- 
Itj.  If  there  be  csndor  in  the  world,  the  truth  of 
tfceae  aaeertlon*  will  not  be  qneatiooed  ;  poiteritf ,  at 
leail^  win  do  jnttiM  to  them. 

Tbii  niiexoeptienabU  oowM  Doold  not  arail  aguntt 
the  iBJiHtioe  ud  Tiolenoe  of  the  beHigarant  poweia. 
In  theb  ra^  against  each  other,  or  impeUed  bj  mere 
direat  motlvea,  juinciplei  of  letallatjco  have  been  in- 
trodnoed,  eqaall?  oantiai7  to  nnivenal  reaaou  and 
acknowled^  law.  How  Idos  their  arbiu^  edict* 
wQI  be  dmdDDed,  in  ^ite  of  the  deioiuutntion*  that 
not  eren  a  pnteit  da  Cham  ha*  been  BiTan  bj  the 
UniC^  Statu,  and  of  the  fair  ai>d  liber^  attempt  to 
indnce  a  rsTocadan  of  ihegi,  caimot  be  Miticipated. 
Auoiing  mjaeir,  that,  nuder  eyerj  ncU^tnde,  the 
determined  qiirit  and  united  oonnoilt  of  tha  nation 
will  b  e  eabgoard*  to  ft*  honor  and  it*  eaaaDtial  in- 
tere*la,  I  rqtaii  to  die  poet  aaHoned  ma  wi&  no  other 
diaoooragement  than  what  tpangi  fmm  mj  own  in- 
■deqnaoT  to  it*  hirii  dntiM.  If  1  do  not  ilok  Dsder 
die  wei^  of  this  deep  ooDriotian,  it  ia  beeaua  I  find 
iome  aiqipertln  a  oonaoloaaieaa  of  the  poipoaea,  and 
a  oonfidence  in  the  {vinnple*  which  I  bring  witii  me 
into  thie  ardnaa*  aerrice. 

To  cheriah  peace  and  fciendlj  interoonrae  witt  all 
nalJoni  baring  oorreqiCHideDt  £q)oaititH]*  ;  to  mnia~ 
tain  oDoere  uentraUty  toward*  belligerent  natioDi ; 
to  prcAr,  in  all  eaaea,  amleahta  di*on*aioa  and  rea' 
•onahle  BooMnmodation  of  di&rencM^  to  a  deojiioa  of 
tliem'bf  an  appeal  to  ann*  ;  to'exclnda  fbieign  in- 
trigaes  and  foiogn  partialities  aa  dagndli^  to  all 
coDDtries,  and  M  buieEhl  to  liee  ohm  {  to  fatter  a 
apirit  of  iDdependenoe,  too  jn*t  to  invade  tit*  ri^tteof 
othen,  too  proad  to  enmnder  oor  Own,  too  liber^  to 
indulge  unworthy  pr^jndioe*  onraelTea,  and  loo  ele- 
vated not  to  lo<;i:  down  open  them  in  othen  ;  to  hold 
the  onion  of  Che  Stale*  aatbe  bau  of  thairpeioeand 
happineu  ;  to  Bopport  the  oonatitnlJoD,  which  ia  the 
cement  of  tha  Unioo,  ai  well  in  it*  limitation*  aa  in  It* 
notbwitie* ;  to  mpect  the  ri^ti  and  anthoimea  re- 
sarrad  lo  the  State*  and  to  the  pvople,  a*  eqnal^  in- 
coiporated  with,  and  eaeantial  to  the  socoeia  lO,  the 
general  a^Mism ;  to  avoid  Che  ali^tMt  intarference 
widi  the  righta  of  noudenee  or  the  Itanotioiu  of  re- 
ligion, *i>  wiiely  exempted  from  civil  juiiidictioa  ;  to 
preeerve,  in  their  fuU  enei^,  the  (Alier  aalntarj  pio- 
viiiona  in  behalf  of  private  and  penonal  ilghtt,  aol  of 
the  fre«dcnn  of  the  preaa ;  to  obaerve  eoousny  in  pub- 
lic expanditaiw ;  to  liberate  the  poblio 


wllhln  the  reqnUte  limlu  a  ■*~^™fl  miEtarf  (na, 
alwaji  remembering  Chat  an  aimed  and  tnujcdDB- 
itia  i*  the  finneit  bulwark  of  B^rablia  ;  tint  vUi- 
outftanding  armie*  their  liberty  caauenrlN  in  jm- 
ser,  nor  with  large  onea  lafe;  to  promote,  ^  nHis- 
iied  iDMn*,  improvements  frieadlj  to  MiicilIBR,  B 
roaout^ctnre*,  and  to  external  a*  well  ■>  inaraal 
leree  ;  to  favor,  bi  like  manner,  the  i^tuib- 
of  acience  and  the  diffn^n  of  infbnuliii^  ■ 
Mrt  aliment  to  true  liberty ;  to  ouij  a  Ai 
plana  which  have  been  ■>  metitcdoBdr 
applied  to  die  convernon  of  om  ahoiigiiiil  im^ 
bra*  from  the  degradatiOB  and  wretchedna  (f  ■>■ 

Xlifb,  to  a  participatian  of  tha  impcovenmlitf 
b  the  btunan  mind  and  maimen  are  aa>x|ilU> 
in  a  dvilivd  alate  ; — aa  far  ai  leBtimenti  and  iiia- 
tiona  eosh  a*  then  can  aid  the  fUfilmeatafinf  ditj, 
tW  will  be  a  reeooriM  which  oannot  M  ma. 

U  it  mv  good  fortnoe,  moreover  to  ban  Ot  pA 
in  wbioh  I  am  to  tread  lif^ited  bj  examplei  of  itu- 
trioD*  aervicea,  moesaaftUlf  readand  in  Ae  mo*  tir- 
ing difficnlljea,  by  thoaa  who  have  maidiad  bdn 
me.  Of  tboee  al  my  imoiediate  predeoeem  it  ni^ 
leaat  beooioe  me  hue  to  epeak.    I  may,  honent,  W 


beloved  ooonlry,  gntihq 
beMowed  for  eiahed  talent*,  lealoody  dnM 
throogh  a  long  career,  to  the  advancement  of  ttt 
higheit  inlereat  aad  haj^nnei*. 

But  Che  louroe  to  which  I  look  (br  the  aidi  wbkt 
alone  can  lopply  my  dcfidanoiea,  ii  in  tha  vdtCiiri 
intelligenoe  and  virtae  cf  my  fellow-cittuiii,  ud  ■ 
the  ooonaeU  of  thoaa  repreaeiitlng  them  io  tha  (d> 
department*  aaaociated  in  the  caie  of  the  uatiMal 
iaiereat*.  In  the*e  my  oonfidence  wiB,  asdic  f*! 
diffionlty,  be  bett  plBMd,  next  to  that  which  v«  bm 
bU  been  encouraged  to  feel  In  the  guaidiaaihip  ad 
gnldanee  tg  that  Ali^b^  Being  whcM  po«*i»t- 
nlate*  the  de*tiny  of  nation*,  wb«ee  lifcuninrili"' 
been  eo  oonqilcnonily  diapenaed  to  thia  rUng  wib^ 
Ud,  and  to  whom  we  are  bound  to  addiea  om  de- 
vout gtatltade  for  the  pa«t,  aa  well  aa  on  bnat 
l^lioatiOM  and  be*t  b^ee  fiir  the  fiitnre. 

After  vhich,  the  oath  prescribed  by  la»  wii 
Bdmlnistered  to  the  Fbuidbmt  or  tbi  Usrd 
8Ta.Tia,  b;  the  Ohief  Justice. 

The  PreeideDt  of  the  United  SUtes  Hm  n- 
tired,  and  the  Senate  repiired  to  their  on 
chamber. 

Ordtnd,  That  Uessrg.  Abdkbsor  and  Bii' 
ABD  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  PrtMoAd 
the  United  Statea,  and  notiff  him  that  the  StB- 
ate  are  readr  to  reoeive  any  oommDiikatttii 
that  he  may  be  pleased  to  m^  to  them. 

iiosDAY,  Uaroh  0. 

Fkihob  ItuAom,  appointed  a  Baattx  V] 

the  Legifilatnre  of  the  State  of  Rhode  hland,  6t 

six  years,  oommesoin^  on  the  ICh  iastuA,  it 

tended,  and  produced  hia  Qiedentdalfl,  which  W 

The  credentials  of  Biobaxd  Bbbji,  qipdnte 
a  Senator  by  the  Legidatore  of  tiie  State  of  Vii 
ginia,  for  six  years,  oommendng  on  Ibe  Wi  >■ 
Btant,  were  r^d. 

The  oath  required  by  law  was  adminiituv 
to  Ibam.  Bbmnt  and  iUsMnxm,  reapectiv^- 
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On  motion,  \>j  Ur.  RoBBraon, 

Saahtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  SeD&t« 
be  anthoriced  to  pay,  out  of  the  oantingent  fimd 
of  thU  Honaes  to  Qeorge  Thomaa,  Wdter  Rey- 
iiold%  aod  TobUs  Simpeon,  the  nun  of  fifty 
ifOan  eMb,  in  aA^6/>a  to  their  anmul  corn- 


ID'.  AxoKaeas  reported,  &vm  the  committee, 
that  they  had  waited  on  the  Freradent  of  the 
tooted  States,  vho  infonned  them  that  he 
■boold  tJiiB  day  make  a  oommonicatioD  to  the 
BvuttB. 

Bmm  after,  a  oomrnnnication  iras  reo^ved 
from  tbe  PrerideDt  of  the  United  States,  Bnb- 
nuttiDg  waairj  nominatioiu  to  cffioe,  irbioli 
wenmoady  oonfinned. 


TuxBDAT,  March  7. 


After  the  consideration  of  EzecntJTe  btuSnen, 
Measrs.  Bitabd  and  Rbsd  vere  appointed  a 
committee  to  wut  on  the  Preeideiit  ofthe  Unit- 
ed States,  and  notify  him  that,  nnleea  he  m^ 
have  any  further  comma  nicatioDS  to  make  to 
them,  tlie  Senate  are  ready  to  aiUoiim. 

Mr.  Batakd  reported,  ^m  tte  oommittee, 
that  they  had  waited  upon  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  who  informed  them  that  he  had 
DO  Airther  oommnnioations  to  make  to  tiiem. 
Whereupon, 

The  Senate  adjourned  without  daj. 
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PBOCEEDINOS  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


In  CUttMtden,  Judm  £ 


HoirsAT,  KoTember  7, 180S. 

This  bdog  the  Hmj  (^tpointed  by  Uw  tdr  ^te 
meeting  of  the  preMDt  seerion,  Uie  foHowiDg 
memtws  of  the  Hooae  of  BeprweotatiTea  Bp> 
peved,  and  took  tbdr  eeata,  to  wit : 

From  Vw  OiivMm— Duiel  If .  Donll,  Ptutdi 
OrnidMr,  JededUh  K.  SmiA,  and  Cltownt  Stoiw. 

Fnm IfatuAattlU  EEakMBtiHoa,  Jtmpk  Bw 
kar,  Onltud  Cot^  Kofaud  Cutt^  Jowth  VttMM, 
WmiMD  Ely,  iMdah  L.  Qiean,  I>atuel  Qilej,  Edwud 
St  Loa  IdTaman,  Joriali  Qoln^,  Ebenem  Saaver, 
WilHam  Stednun,  Jabai  Uphun,  kid  Joac^  B. 


n«I  T.  Dana,  John  bsvanpor^  jr.,  Jooathan  O. 
Hnelr,  TunoOij  Pilkm,  >.,  Lawii  B.  Staige^  and 
BenjaaJn  Tallmato. 

/VtMi  Fnuri— UMdit 
ud  Jameafl^ 

Aa»  A«D  ror^^olm  Blaka,  ir^  John  Hani^ 
Banben  Hnn^hnji,  V^nian  Kirtpatrkifc,  Qoidon 
S.  Hmnftri,  SamocI  Kkar,  Jobn  Bnanll,  Pater 
Sw*!^  John  Thompaco,  Jamea  I.  Tan  JUkm,  Olian 
K.  Tan  BaniasUeT,  and  DaiM  G.  Tanlan^ 

Fhm  Nac  Jam^— Adam  End,  William  Belma, 
John  lunbert,  Thtnnaa  Newbcdd,  Jamu  Skan,  and 
Uforj  SoaSitii. 

Fhim  Pemuffipama—Dini  Baid,  Bobert  Brown, 
VQluun  flodlay,  John  Beialar,  WiUiam  Hc^,  Wil- 
liam HIbiiv,  Dtniel  Uontoowarr,  jr.,  John  Portar, 
John  Pugh,  John  Boa,  Matfliiai  Rlohaidi,  John 
Smiha,  Samuel  Smidt,  end  Bobart  Whiteliill. 

Fnm  Mdtylami  Chwlea  GoIdibiHinigh,  WUlism 
MtCntar,  Jobn  Montgoneiy,  Niaholai  K.  Uoora,  and 
ArehibaU  Tan  Borne. 

Fhrn  rvj^nu— Bnrwell  Baaett,  WHUon  A.  Bm^ 
wen,  John  Clapton,  John  Dawiqii,  John  W.  Eppea, 
Jamea  U.  Gainatt,  Petenon  Cjoodwyn,  Edwin  Gnj, 
Dnrld  Hohnaa,  Jidm  G.  Jai^aon,  Joupk  Lewii,  jr., 
John  Lava,  Jobn  Morrow,  Thomaa  Newton,  John 
Smith,  Abrem  Trigg,  and  Alexandsr  Wilwm. 

/Vm  JToHAieir— Jnepli  Dealie,  Beiyanitn  Howard, 

Ami  tforH  Canlma—Vnm*  Aitbau,  Jr.,  William 
Bbekledge,  Thomaa  Bknnt,  Jtdm  Cnlp^er,  Nath- 
Mdal  Haoim,  LemiMl  SaWTsr,  and  ^haid  Stanford. 

Hvm  TtaMMM —  Oecnge  W.  CampbeD,  J(dm 
Bhea,  aid  Jeua  Whartm. 

Fnm  BmA  CtaPDlia*— Lamael  J.  Alabm,  WiUim 


Botlar,  Jotaph  Calhami,  Jolm  ^tiJiar,  andBcriJL 
Wmiami. 
/Voat  atorgia~ynnSaia  W.  Kbb,  and  Oeotga  M. 

/Von  Mia — Jeremiah  Hmtow. 

thm  lit  MMitifpi  Ttrritarf—Qvar^  Pointe- 
tn,  Delegeta. 

Two  new  members,  to  wit:  Nathah T il- 
SOX,  retnmed  to  serve  in  liiis  Home  a>  a  man- 
ber  for  New  York,  in  the  room  of  David  Tho- 
mes,  who  hatb  resigned  hie  seat,  and  Tsoxis 
Ohouok,  jr.,  retonied  to  serve  u  a  membo' 
from  Virginia,  in  the  room  of  John  CUibonw, 
deceaaad,  appeared,  prodnoed  their  credentlil^ 
and  took  their  seats  in  the  Honse. 

And  a  qnomm,  consisting  of  a  m^orityc' 
the  whole  number,  being  present,  amenaffe<n* 
received  from  the  Senate,  informing  the  HonM 
"  '  quorum  of  the  Benate  is  assembled,  ud 
*  ■     '      ■  'a  Senate  ban 

..  .-  part^  jointlj 
•TiwL  Bu>u  uuiuiuittee  as  ma;  be  ^pomtedoi 
the  part  of  this  Eoosa,  to  wait  on  the  Fresdent 
of  toe  United  State&and  inform  b™  that  i 
qnonun  of  the  two  Hooaee  is  aaeembled,  ud 
readr  to  raoeiTe  ai^  cotnnranioationt  he  mtr 
bejueaaed  to  make  to  them. 

The  oath  or  afflrmatJMi  ta  support  the  Coo- 
Btitotaon  of  the  United  States  was  then  adniB- 
ietered  to  Hr.  Nathui  Wilmh  and  Vx.  OicUr 
eoir,  bv  Mr.  Spraxkb,  aooording  to  law. 

Ordered,  That  a  meaaage  be  sent  to  the  Bo- 
ate  toinfbrm  them  that  aqoonunof  tUsHonW 
is  easembled,  and  ready  to  Nooeed  to  bosiDM; 
and  that  the  Olerk  of  tbb  Hoase  do  go  with  the 
saidmeeeage. 

The  Honse  proceeded  to  OMtndtf  the  res^ 
tion  of  the  fienato  for  the  appointmoit  of  ■ 
Jmnt  oonunittee  of  the  two  Blouses  to  wiit  on 
the  Preeident  of  the  United  States  and  infom 
him  that  a  qnomm  of  tlie  two  Honeea  ia  waeni- 
bled,  and  ready  to  rec«ve  any  oommonieuica 
he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them :  Vhere- 
npon,  the  Blonae  agreed  to  Uu  aud  rtaobitioo; 
and  Mr.  UAoos,  Mr.  Quihot,  and  Mr.  MeOm- 
BT,  were  apptAtted  the  eomndttee  «n  tfaffr 
part 

Mr.  MiooB',  from  the  Jobtt  committee  tf- 
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Mim^^l  ExpiditiM. 
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poiDted  to  wait  on  Ot9  Fresldait  of  the  United 
ettiea,  and  inform  htm  tbst  b  qoorom  of  the 
twoBaaaem  iiawembled,  reported  that  theoom- 
mittM  had  perfcmned  that  Nrvioe;  and  that 
the  ^vndeot  dgnifled  to  them  he  wonld  moke 
a  eommnnicatioD,  in  writing,  to  this  House,  to- 
UDrniw  at  twelTB  o'clock,  by  waj  of  Message. 


Trani^T,  Noremher  8. 

Sereral  other  membera,  to  wit;  ft-om  Feun- 
a^mdft,  Jacob  Riohasdb  ;  from  Yirpaia,  ILkt- 
THnr  C^T,  and  Waltkb  Joma;  and  from 
South  Oarolina,  Kobkbt  Uisios,  appeared, 
vd  took  their  seata  in  the  House. 

A  DOW  member,  to  wit,  Sakum.  Sbaw  re- 
tsmed  toMrrein  thiaEooaeas  a  member  from 
&»  State  of  Yermoiit,  in  the  room  of  Jamea 
TithweD,  who  has  reogned  his  seat,  appeared, 
podnced  his  credentials,  waa  qnAMed,  and  took 
Bis  seat  in  the  Hoose. 

A  menage  from  the  Senate  Informed  the 
Eonse  that  the  Senate  have  resolved  that  two 
Chapluns,  of  different  denominalionB,  be  ap- 
ptnnted  to  Oongreai  for  the  present  eewioii,  who 
sliaO  interchange  weekly ;  to  wMoh  they  darare 
the  emcorrence  of  the  ^ooae. 

Hie  Honse  proceeded  to  consider  the  fore- 
giHng  resolution  of  the  Senate,  and  it  was 
■greed  to. 

The  Spkakxs  laid  before  the  Honse  a  letter 
from  the  Goremor  of  the  StAte  of  Pennsjlvania, 
endodng  alette  to  him  from  Josxfh  Cla.^  the 
BqireMotatlTe  for  the  diatriot  composed  of  the 
atj  and  consU'  of  Philadelphia,  and  oonnty  of 
Di3aware,  in  uie  sud  State,  oonCaining  his  res- 
igDBtioD  of  kseat  in  this  House;  also  a  procla- 
mation of  the  said  Governor,  and  a  certificate 
c^  the  election  of  Bxsiamoi  Saj,  to  serve  as 
t,  member  for  the  said  diatriot  and  Btat^  in 
fi>e  room  of  the  add  Joeeph  Glay;  whioh 
wne  TMd,  and  reforred  to  the  Oommittee  ot 


Vkoxvuh-Y,  November  0. 

Another  membw,  to  wit,  Rob^r  JmnrB, 
from  Peansrlvania,  appeared,  and  took  hie  seat 
B  the  Honse. 

Ihe  Hoose  proceeded  in  the  reading  of  the 
doenmenta  aecompanjing  the  Preddent's  Mes- 
Mge;  whioh  being  oonolnded,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Dawsor,  tbej  were  referred,  ti»«ther 
with  the  Heeaage,  to  a  Committee  at  the  Whole 
OD  the  state  oftbe  Union,  and  ordered  to  be 
pmtted. 

On  tb»  qaeeti<Hi  as  to  the  number  to  be 
printed,  it  was  moved  b;  Ur.  Fibs,  and  seo- 
tnded  b;  Mr.  Daita,  that  ten  thonsand  copies 
be  {mated.  Negatived  by  a  conudernble  ma- 
jMity. 

Five  thooaand  oopiea  were  then  ordered  to  be 

The  Hoose  waa  then  oleared  and  the  doors 
dosed  for  the  purpose  of  reading  the  confiden- 
tU  pvt  at  the  Preddent's  Message. 


Thuxbdat,  November  10. 
Several  other  membere,  to  irlt :  from  Vir- 
ginia, WiLSOH  Cabt  Nicholas  and  Jons  Bab'- 
soLPH ;  and  from  North  Osrollna,  Jaus  Hol- 
land, appeared  and  took  their  seats  in  the 


present  session,  on  the  part  of  the  Honse;  and 
npon  examining  the  ballots,  a  nu^oiity  of  the 
votes  of  the  whole  House  was  fonnd  In  &vor 
of  the  Bev.  Obadiab  Bbowit, 

Fetoat,  November  11. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Mana- 
ohnsetts,  Sakuxl  Taooabt;  and  from  Mary- 
land, John  Ouqvbix,  appeared,  and  took  their 
seats  in  the  House. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  Bioeabd  B.  Jaok- 
SON,  retained  to  serve  in  this  Honse,  as  a  mem- 
I>er  fbr  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  in  the  room 
of  Nehemlah  Knight,  deoeased,  appeared,  pro- 
doced  his  credMitials,  was  qnaliSed,  and  took 
his  seat  in  the  Hoose. 

MoNDAT,  November  14, 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New 

York,  JosuH  Mabtibs;  from  Mairland,  Phujp 

B.  Kbt  ;  and  from  North  Oarouna,  Teohu 

Ebkak,  appeared,  and  took  their  seato  in  Uie 

TuBSDAT,  November  16. 
Another    member,  to  wit,    Jaus  Kbixt, 
from  Pennsylvania,  qipeared,  and  took  hia  seat 
m  the  House. 

WniimDAv,  November  19. 

Another  member,  to  witL  Bosxb  Nxuo!^ 
from  Maryland,  appeared,  and  to(A  hts  seat  in 
the  Honse. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  Besjamhi  Sat,  re- 
tnrned  to  serve  in  this  House  as  a  member  from 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  room  of  Jo- 
seph Clay,  who  has  resigned  his  seat,  appeared, 
prodnced  lils  credentials,  was  quaUfled,  and  took 
his  feat  in  tiie  House. 

JSnm&i't  BgMditien. 

Mr.  MoObxkbt  presented  the  petition  of 
thirty-slz  Amerioan  oilizens,  confined  at  Osr- 
thagena,  in  South  America,  under  the  sen^ 
tence  of  slavery.     The  petition  waa  read,  as 

Taclts  or  it.  Ciaba,  CuiSMnu, 

September  IS,  180B. 
7b  tie  hnwnlUg  lit  Oungrem  tf  O*  United  BlaUt  nf 
Amai-Wi,  I*  Comgra*  amembUd  .- 

The  petition  of  thirty-rix  Ameriesa  dliung  oon- 
flned  >t  CuUiBgmK,  South  Anieriod,  under  lea- 
tenco  of  flavcry,  Immfaly  ihowedi : 

That  we,  yonr  petitJomm,  were  bnnigJlt  from  Now 
York  in  the  ktmed  ihip  Lunder,  Tbomu  Law]*, 
eommsnder,  on  the  2d  of  Febmuy,  ISOfl,  togather 
with  a  nnmber  of  othsi*,  iDiMtly  faihaUtanti  of  dial 
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Slate  and  oi^,  tmdar  the  malt  ipaoioni  mgigttineuti 
of  tbeii  eamtrj ;  to  aatabUsli  milch,  tbtj  b^  Imita 
to  data  that  Colonel  William  Smith,  then  Sarrejot 
at  the  port  of  Nnr  Y<^  William  Arnutran^  Dan- 
iel D.  tymabig,  and  JoW  Fink,  bntcbar,  of  the  city 
eir  N«w  Yotfc,  dedarad  the  j  were  astb^iied  to  en- 
llat  a  munber  of  men  to  go  M  Neir  Odeao*,  to  terra 
at  gnarda  to  fiie  United  Statea  maili,  and  a  number 
tf  oAan 


^he  nad  paMagei  Bwm  loWeji  to 
psT»  4I1I  asttori^,  and  WTtnl  paiuiapht  final 
■ewpaqnn  to  cmnince  diem  of  tbe  rali£^  of  tkaii 
engagementa.  WHUud  Annatroog  and  Daniel  D. 
DanuDg  were  appointad  to  oomnund  them,  and  vata 
to  accompaii]'  them  to  tbe  city  of  Waihington,  aliere 
Oey  were  to  raceiTe  clothing  and  acooDtntuenti, 
and  tlMmcS  to  Kev  Oileani.  The  ihip  Leandar, 
owned  \ij  Samnel  6.  Ogden,  and  fannei^  in  tbe  ^ 
Domingo  trade,  irai  procured  for  the  coDTeTanoe  of 
joot  petilioaen  to  the  titj  of  Wadungton,  for 
iriiiah  pnipon  die  wai  honied  down  to  the  watering 
plao^  wbm  yvor  pelitiooera  w«at  on  board  fas  the 
IM  daj  of  Febraaij,  1B06,  and  tbe  next  da^  (the 
Sd)  the  ibip  pot  to  aaa.  Sbortlr  after,  Miranda,  un- 
der tbe  name  of  Uaitin,  and  a  nnmbcc  of  peraoiM 
hitherto  nnknown  to  yonr  petitjoneim,  appeared  On 
board,  in  th«  character  of  hU  (Ooen;  which,  ibr 
the  bat  time,  awakened  etroog  anapiiaon*  in  At 
breaata  of  yonr  peHtknen  that  th^  Iiad  been  en- 
tnfipedlnto  tb«  p«wm  of  wi<^ad  and  dedgnit^  men, 
and  that,  too,  when  retreatwM  inpradicablB.  From 
New  Tc^  yonr  patilionen  were  carried  to  Jacmel,  in 
^  laland  of  St  Dmniogo^  vhere  thej  wen  exer- 
deed  In  militan  dntv,  under  the  moet  aibitrkiy  itratiji 
ofpower,  byUirandaandhiaoOocri.  AtJacmelaev- 
eral  attampta  to  eacape  proved  abortin,  From  tbe 
Ti^ance  of  our  c^prewora,  they  having  procured 
gnarda  to  be  Mationsd  in  all  the  puMi  lading  &om 
Jacmel  to  Dthnr  parts  of  the  ialuid,  wfaare  yonr  pe- 
titlanen  might  expect  to  recuTe  aid  and  protectioD 
ftem  their  ooontiTmeD.    At  Jaomel  two  achocoera 


ware  hired,  on  bwud  of  wliich  yoni  ptiitiaacn 
ainl,  under  tito  oare  ef  a  nomber  <tf  oOMn,  lAoae 
»d;  andonOwSTdi 


Harob,  1806,  tfaa  ahip,  aooompaoied  b7  the  two 
Mhooneii,  proceeded  towards  the  ooaat  of  Tbitb  Flrma, 
where,  after  lODchiag  at  the  iiland  of  Aiuba  for  re- 
freahmenta,  abe  arriTed  on  the  28th  of  April,  when 
two  armed  Teaaeli  bora  in  aichl^  which  after  aome 
nanoenyring  the  ah^  engaged  Imt  Boon  ran  away, 
laaring  the  two  achoonera  to  be  captured.  Tbay 
were  earned  Into  Porto  Cab«Dc^  «4ur«  jonr  pet£ 
tiMiera  wen  prooeeded  againat  ai  tdntet^  a  nmnbei 
of  wariika  implementi  heii^  found  on  board,  whidi 
were  [dacAd  tbeie  without  the  luowledge  <rf'  your 
petiliaieni  _  And  ou  the  12tb  Jul;  folbwing;  the 
poeeaa  agidnat  na  doaed  at  Caracca^  aentenciDg 
Mn,  whom  (hey  cooiidered  to  be  criminally  engaged, 
to  be  banged  and  beheaded,  and  the  remainder  (your 
pttidonen)  to  tM,t  and  ten  yeara'  ilaiaiy  on  "' 
pnbUe  woika  at  Omoa,  Booca  Chica,  and  tiw  ial 
of  Porto  Rioo.  Yonr  pedtkmen  were  all  aent 
thia  place,  when  tboae  lent  to  Booca  Chioa  were  pnt 
to  wo^  chained  two-and-two,  and  the  i«iidn^  in 
douUe  irona  and  cloat  confinement,  atrODgly  guarded, 
waiting  for  an  c^ipartnnity  to  be  aent  to  their  le- 
lf«etiTa  places.  Uprai  aarenl  >w.Ti,,ni  yoor  petl- 
tUHian  were  told  bj  Viltiam  Armatrong,  Thomaa 
Lewif,  and  othora,  Uiat  Ihey  were  aent  oat  by  tlw 


SMa.  [Horann,  ItM. 

Gorenmient  of  tbe  United  SOtee.  To  prove  to  tha 
aallrfBclion  ct  your  hooorable  body  tbe  truth  of  Ifaa 
abore  atatemant,  7om>  petidonen  beg  yon  will  asaa- 
ine  Robot  lanit]',  Jt^ui  Stagg,  John  Bitter,  Mat- 
thaw  Morgan,  Blehard  Piatt,  Adam  Ten  Bnok,  and 
John  HiBer,  of  New  Yoifc,  lAo  ware  ondw  tha  aame 
engannent*  with  yonr  petiliantn.  Fimnda  WliilB 
and  Thomaa  MoAlliater,  butclvn  in  the  Bear  mar- 
ket, New  Xork ;  Mr.  BrinkeAol(  taTon  keeper,  near 
the  Bear  market ;  David  Williama,  John  Gwrct,  aad 
a  Mr.  Kemper,  wd^imaater,  whoae  aun  wai  czeontad 
at  Porto  Cabello,  ware  praeent  when  all  or  moat  ef 
yonr  petitionera  were  engaged,  and  tao  mot*  be- 
yond an  donht  that  yonr  patltioiiMa  ooold  bare  bad 
no  other  idea  than  that  of  entering  Ento  the  8a>- 
iFioe  of  die  United  Stalea.  C^ttin  BoaibeiiT,  of  Oe 
ihipMaiy,  cfBaUiMora;  Caotain  IbmI,  of  tlw  b«% 
Robert  and  Mary;  Captaun  Waldm,  of  tha  .^iMimTr 
Tlctoryi  and  Captain  Abbot,  of  tha  brig  Charisatoa 
Packed  all  of  Philadelpbia,  were  aye-witneaaea  to 
the  granny  and  (q^veaaiao  under  w4iich  joor 
petitionen  labored  vAile  at  JacmaL  When  the  avm 
of  tha  Bee,  ooa  at  the  achooDan  which  waa  cbar- 
tared  by  the  Leaoder,  refiiaed  to  go  in  her,  a  imiiiba' 
of  offioer*  from  die  ihlp,  with  Lewia  at  their  head, 
oama  on  board  the  Bee,  and,  after  beating  and  eiit- 
ting  tha  men  with  t&ki  and  tabrea  in  tha  moat 
brutal  aiaoner,  dragged  them  on  board  tha  LeaodK, 
put  tbero  in  Ironi  tmdar  a  atrong  gnard,  and  kept 
tham  then  nalU  the  monuot  of  aa&ng,  when  Haej 
were  lent  on  board  the  Bea^  with  ordera  to  keep  near 
and  to  leeward  of  the  ah^  Another  man,  who  had 
effected  hia  eao^M  &am  a  French  prinCeer, 
found  tiia  way  to  Jacmel,  with  the  hope  d  g 
a  paasage  home  in  aome  of  his  couotty  veaaeu. 
Beared  at  the  inntanoe  of  Thomas  Lewi^  oommand" 
of  the  Idonder,  and  captain  nnder  Miranda,  thrown 
into  piiion,  and  oompelled  to  go  in  the  azpeditioii,  or 
to  atarve  in  jaiL 

Your  petidonen  are  confident,  that,  when  joat 
honorable  body  beoomea  thoronghly  acijarinted  widi 


Lrt2 


bayed  them  into  tb*  expedition,  U „ 

.which  tb47  bad  no  knowledge  nnttl  it  waa  too  kto  to 
retreat,  yon  will  not  only  pmdth  anch  of  thdr  be- 
trayers as  are  witUn  reach  of  yonr  power,  bnt  wiB 
adopt  proper  maaaorea  to  reatora  yam  nnfortonatt 
petitioners  to  libertj  and  their  &milies.  We  beg 
leave  to  mention  that  Jeremiah  Powell,  who  waa  an 
officer  of  hi^  confidence  in  the  expedition,  waa  par- 
doned withont  heaitation  by  the  Spanish  monBId^ 
on  tha  applicatiou  ti  hia  Ather.  Your  petiti 
have  emlineed  many  oppwtunitiea  to  convey  to 


in  their  favor,  they  fear  none  arer  arrived ; 
the  present  (^jportnni^  several  onjlei  of  this  p 
tion  have  been  trananiitted  to  gentlemen  reaidina  in 
diUbrant  parts  of  the  United  States,  with  theLcpa 
that  aome  of  them  may  arrive  aafn. 

a  moment  believe  that 


a  azpediliona  akd 

law  againat  powera  widi  which  ahe  ia 

peaoe,  under  the  neetons  prelenoe  of  i 

Into  the  serviee  or  thaii  conntry,  witboot'pQ^eUng 

tbe  Bggreswn,  and  using  enrj  effint  to  r«g^n  bar 

dliiena.    Such  is  the  oaM  of  year  anleftanata  pad- 
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tinm^  vho  gntremt  jua  u  nhiMmi  would  ft  p*nint| 
to  nliers  tbsm  irom  total  deitraotimi,  oa  tbo  brink 
rf  which  thej  bt.y*  been  thrown  by  tba  praotiM  of 
fanii  and  nDsiiwa  Utherto  nnliBvd  oL 

A  ihoit  time  aace,  n  Britid)  abip  of  war  >iriTMl 
It  Aii  plaeo,  the  oommBoder  of  which,  (Edward 
Kittoa,  uq->)  npoD  bdns  wpliod  to  by  nine  of  ont 
eaBipai]k>ti%  who  dtidsred  tiKmaelvei  lo  be  Bridih- 
lora  fatgecu,  and  beiDg  made  nqnuDted  with  the 
dmmibuMes  iritioh  led  to  out  opttin,  immedlatelj 
Kit  rai  a  petilion  to  the  Ticeroy  of  thii  Kingdom  [a 
tahalT  of  ns  all,  bat  pu1ieQlu4f  Tor  tooh  M  ure 
BiMih  nil|ject>,  whom  we  expect  win  ereDtoally  be 
Gbmled.  Nettling  bat  hnmudty  ud  m  ctrong  de- 
rin  to  Rli^n  diittwa  cooU  haTv  indnoed  Captain 
Eiftoe  to  thii  altp,  who,  we  en  cmfident,  na  mach 
m  eandTBi,  ragteu  itt  failare  or  neosM,  and  to 
whom  w«  &et  emy  waj  indebted,  aod  ihill  ever 
nooOect  it  iritfa  gratitads  and  (hank*. 

Wb«n  juax  petifoni«i»  temooMnte  against  tnj 
Widi  tieatment  of  these  pec^ le,  they  inTaiiablj  uk, 
"  Why  don't  yoor  oonnby  libeiate  yon  f — it  luta 
nidy  wIA  them." 

Tout  petitionen  fed  oonfideat,  (hm  the  joataen 
vl  ibat  daim  to  Ae  intaiftioDoe  and  protection  of 
Ae  cmutitoted  anthoridet  of  their  cxinntry,  maainna 
vill  be  adopted  to  reatore  th«i  to  liberty ;  and  hav- 
bg  BO  doKbt  hot  year  boDorahle  bod^  will  iffbrd 
tbem  thai  [inHwlion  which  eitizeni  have  a  right  to 
dum  fmn  tbeir  oountiy,  year  petitionen  beg  tbat 
yonr  hoaorable  body  mil  toDvey  tbem  an  annrei, 
ud  yoor  fctitiOPCi^  ■«  in  duty  bound,  will  erer 
p>y,Ao. 

Robert  Satmdett,  Beqjimbi  DbtIi,  Hemy  Sper 


Samiuil  Toder,  Jamas  Hyatt,  Ahram  Head, 
Bobert  SteTouson,  Samnel  Frioe,  Robnt 
Bein%  Bo^  Smith,  Beqjamin  Nioholioa, 
Geo.  FaiKwmi,  Wm.  Piide,  Pompey  Giant, 
Darid    Heckle,    Bctmatt   B.    Negns,   JiAtn 


tbev  Bochanan,  AleiaDdei  Buchanan,  Jaa. 
W.  Grant,  John  Edull,  Thomas  Gill,  Joseph 
Bennett,  Phineaa  Raymond,  Peter  Naot^, 
SteiAeo  Bnrti& 

CAKTOiQEiu,  August  13,  1808. 
On  Bj  arriToI  at  this  place,  I  was  appUed  to  in 
hhalf  erf"  the  itnAntanate  men  captmed  nnder  ihe 
ttdra*  of  General  Hiianda,  who  ' 


British  solgeets,  (whose  names  an  insertad  helow.) 
I  am  weU  aware  of  the  eoonnin  of  their  crime,  as 
I  andentKod  thej  wen  taken  without  colcrs  or  pa- 
fat ;  hot,  aa  a  British  officer,  I  connder  it  a  dn^ 
to  pfead  for  those  in  distreu,  wbererer  they  may  be 
teaai ;  and  I  tmst,  from  the  known  lent^  of  yoiir 
Excellency's  chanctei,  I  iliall  not  plead  in  Tain. 
The  men  in  qnedion  an  originally  of  British  de- 
■nit,  and  are  allied  to  wj  nation  by  many  ties 
Thay  have  no  Conaol — no  Minister — to  prefer  the 
■t^nr  of  their  petitioa  to  your  EieelleDcy,  having 
Mn  ui  a  I  anted  br  tfai 


f  between  onr  nations  from 
aaknir  known  thair  ntnatioB  to  the  Pnfident  of 
k*  United  StatesL  SaOtT  me,  therefore  to  addnss 
ya^  EsBoUan^,  and  hag  fbr  their  nioate,  on  a  *d1- 
«B>  |«oaalM  that  t]M7  wlnenrba  foondapiii  In 


arms  on  a  similar  occasion.  As  I  am  the  bearer  of 
welcome  ttdingi  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  prorinM 
nnder  yonr  EiGellency's  command,  make  me  also 
the  beanr  of  them  to  the  tmhappy  snfi^nn  now  coa- 
flned  in  Carthagena.  It  is  trn?,  I  am  nnanthoriied 
to  make  this  nqnest  in  the  name  of  the  Britiih 
GoTerament  for  the  men  in  general,  bat  I  am  con- 
vinced the  step  will  be  approred ;  and  if  your  Eicel- 
leney  will  lend  a  favorable  ear  to  my  petition  the 
drcnmsUuice  will  not  pass  nnootjoed  on  Ihtdr  part ; 
at  all  eTentt,yanr  EiecUencyinllhave  the  prayer <^ 
many  indiTidnali  fbr  yonr  eternal  happineii^  and 
among  them  will  be  fbmid  (not  the  least  fervent) 
those  of  your  Excellency's  most  humble  invant, 
EDWARD  KITTOE, 
Com.  B.  B.  M.  dtip  aabiiia. 
P.  S. — If  my  request  fbr  the  Kbermtion  of  all 
General  Miranda's  men  is  by  your  Exoellency  deemed 
unreaeonahle  or  improper,  I  beg  to  confine  it  particu- 
larly to  such  as  are  British  subjeolt :  that  Is  an  in- 
dii^ensobla  dnty  I  owe  to  tbem  and  my  oountiy. 
ffamet  ^  BrilUk  itttJecU  wnder  ttntmte  tff  tfaa^oir' 

Jdin  Hoora,  Peter  Kautiy,  John  Hayea,  Tbomaa 
Git),  Joseph  Bennett,  James  Grant,  Samnel  Toder, 
Bobett  SteveDsoo,  and  Hngh  Smith,  (a  boy.) 

TtrriCorial  Oovernmantt. 
oBsiKAJKn  or  1787. 

Ifr.  Poi.iuuTiu,  from  the  oominittoe  up- 
pointed  on  the  Bulnect,  reported  «  bill  ooocieni- 
ing  the  power  of  the  Territorial  QoTemmenta. 
[The  olj«ct  of  it  IB  to  t«ke  awsy  from  Gover- 
Dore  of  l^e  Tenitorieg  the  power  of  prort^oing 
or  dissolving  thur  Le^slatnree.] 

The  bill  was  twice  read;  and 

Mr,  PoiHDSiTEB  observed,  that  as  the  bill 
must  stand  or  foil  on  its  principle,  and  oonld 
not  want  amendment,  he  thonld  with  to  di»- 
pense  with  the  OBattl  course  of  referenoe  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  that  it  thoold  b« 
enfTOBsed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Tboitp  hoped  U>e  House  would  not  ba 
precipitated  miadvieedlf  into  a  deoirion  of  a 
qneetion  of  this  kind ;  that  thej  voold  not 
break  in  apon  a  system  which  had  served  them 
so  well  withont  matnrelj  deliberating  apon  it 
The  ordinance  tvi  the  government  of  the  Ter- 
ritories he  Donetdered  as  const)  tntionol  law,  and 
it  shontd  be  viewed  and  treated  with  as  mnoh 
detioacf  as  the  constitution  of  the  Oeneral 
Qovemment  ilsel£  It  had  served  them  well, 
it  had  nnrtored  the  Territories  frvm  infaociy  to 
mstnrity,  and  he  hoped  the  house  would  not 
innovate  on  the  system,  bat  for  the  most  snb- 
stontial  reasons.  He  therefore  wished  this  bill 
to  take  the  oonrse  of  all  other  bosineBe,  and  go 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  PoiHDixrsB  said  it  was  not  his  object  to 
exclude  delil>eratJon  by  hiemotioa:  as  the  day 
for  its  third  reading  might  Im  fliad  a  fortniglit 
heiic&  if  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  wished 
it  He  knew  the  difficulty  of  gating  up  snoh 
bills  when  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole ;  he  also  knew  that  in  a  few  days  the 
House  voold  be  engaged  in  great  national  oon- 
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eenu,  which  would  ooonpj  thnr  entire  Uten* 
tion  to  tiiB  exolDnon  of  other  bOH&ew  of  minor 
imporhuice.  The  KeDtlemen  seem  to  think 
(BUd  Mr.  F.)  that  to  leave  to  the  GoTemors  of 
Territories  of  the  United  States  powers  which 
are  fitted  bat  for  the  Sovereigns  of  Europe,  is 
,hi^7  decorous;  whilst  I  think  tliej  ahoiUd  be 
spnrned  from  the  at&tate  book.  The  gentleman 
is  mistaken  when  he  says  that  we  should  view 
the  ordinances  in  the  same  light  aa  the  ocMisti- 
tntlon;  thej  are  mere  Btatut«a.  Flaoed  b;  the 
ooustitntion  onder  the  particular  care  of  Oon- 
greas  as  the  Territories  are,  the  ordinanoea  en- 
acted for  thur  government  are  mere  statutes, 
sabject  to  the  revitdon  <tf  Oongrew,  as  other 
lawaare. 

Kr.  Pirns  said  the  ordinances  tor  the  gov- 
ermnent  of  the  TerritorieH  had  been  franied 
with  sreat  deliberation,  and  shoold  always  be 
oonsiaered  as  a  compact  between  the  General ' 
Government  and  its  Territories.  Whether  an 
alteration  conid  or  coold  not  be  made  without 


should  not  be  violated,  for  it  was  well  known 
that  no  amendment  conid  be  received  on  the 
third  reading  of  a  bill. 

Mr.  Tboup  sud  the  gentleman  frcm  the  ICa- 
nssippi  Tenitorf  had  totally  raietaken  his  ob- 
ject It  was  not  proerasdnatioQ  that  he  wanted, 
bnt  a  mature  considedration  of  the  qaestion, 
wbethw  on  this  day  or  on  this  day  fortnight. 
When  he  had  considered  the  ordinance  as  a 
compact  equally  saored  with  the  ooostjtntion  of 
the  United  States,  and  as  unalterable  without 
the  consent  of  the  parties  to  it,  it  was  then 
that  he  considered  this  a  qa«etion  of  such  great 
and  sign^  importance  lliat  be  wished  time  foi 
dehberation.  And  wh«i  he  said  thi&  he  ei- 
preeeed  the  opinion  of  a  mu)  than  whom  no 
man  in  the  country  was  more  deeply  read 
in  its  constitution— -Bt.  George  Tucker-~-wbo 
had  described  it  as  a  mMnpact  mialterable,  but 
with  the  consent  ctf  both  parties.  TI>e  gentle- 
man would  take  away  from  the  Territorial  Gov- 
emcov  the  power  to  prorogue  and  dissolve 
tiie  Aesembliee.  What  wonld  then  be  the 
state  of  the  Territorisl  Le^riatnrest  They 
wonld  (said  Mr.  T.)  be  as  oompletely  indepen- 
dent of  the  General  Government  as  the  Qenerul 
Government  is,  I  hope,  (^  Great  Britain  at  this 
moment.  Retain  the  qnalifled  veto,  and  take 
away  the  poww  to  prorogne  and  diaeolve,  and 
what  will  be  the  consequence  !  The  moment  a 
misonderstaudlDg  takes  place  between  the  Lagis- 
Ifltore  and  Ezeoutive,  legislation  is  at  an  end ; 
and  where  le^sUtJon  ends,  revolntion  b^iins, 
and  there  is  an  end  of  government. 

Mr.  PoviaaatM  said,  at  the  snggestion  of 
several  gentlemen,  he  should  consent  to  a  rafet^ 
ence  of  the  bill  to  a  committee,  as  he  did  not 
wiahnow tohastenthediacoBrioo.  Bntthegen- 
tleman  was  mistaken  if  he  sappoied  that  taking 
away  Qie  poww  to  prorogne,  wonld  deprive  the 
Governws  of  their  veto  on  laws.  The  Gover- 
nors bad  an  onqnaUfied  veto  on  the  acta  rf  tiie 


LegiaUture.  The  gentleiman  said,  (observed  lb. 
P.,)  that  takeaway  the  poww  of  prorogatiao, 
and  if  a  misonderatanding  arise  between  the 
Governor  and  the  Legislature,  there  is  sn  end 
of  Is^slation.  That  is  now  tlie  fact.  If  there 
be  any  misunderstanding  between  them,  the 
Governor  sends  tlie  Le^slatore  horae ;  and  I 
agree  with  the  gentleman  &om  Georgia,  "  where 
legislation  en&,  revolution  begins."  In  this 
ntoation,  I  wish  to  take  some  power  from  the 
Governor  and  {dace  it  in  the  pec^le,  wiiich 
would  render  the  Government  mor«  oongoiial 
tA  the  spirit  of  the  oonstitation  and  of  the  pM^ 
file  of  the  United  States.  But  I  waive  disoos- 
sion  and  conaant  to  reference. 
The  lull  was  made  the  order  ef  Oie  day  fbr  to- 


Thdxbdat,  Novembw  17. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  Dbnbb    Skklt, 

from  Georgia,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in  tiM 

Firreiffn  Selationt. 

Mr,  Maoob'  Bud,  already  had  many  reeolntigiis 
been  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Honse 
on  the  sabjeot  of  oor  ftereign  relatioBS^  and  tbo 
embai^  ;  some  for  a  total  and  SMne  for  a  par- 
tial repeal  of  it.  As  none  of  the  motions  had  met 
his  mtire  approbation,  and  as  he  ocmndered 
this  as  one  (^the  mostimportontqneations  that 
ooold  eome  before  the  Konse,  he  wislied  to  Eob- 
mit  to  the  Hoose  two  or  three  propoaitiMiB; 
which  he  wished  to  take  a  conrse  Afferent  frmn 
that  which  had  been  given  to  the  others  on  the 
same  Bnb,}ect.  * 

1  have  been  astonished  (said  Ur.  M.)  to  see  ao 
many  resoluttone  on  tlje  sut;ject  of  the  embargo, 
and  none  contemplating  its  entire  contuoanoe. 
Is  the  American  nation  ready  to  bow  the  neok  t 
Are  we  read;  to  submit  to  be  taxed  b;  Great 
Britain  and  France,  as  if  we  ware  their  colonies  I 
Where  is  that  spirit  which  for  Ais  reason  sep- 
arat«d  ns  from  Uie  nations  of  Enrope  t  Wber« 
is  that  spirit  which  enforced  a  wmnle  resolntiMi 
of  the  old  Congress,  not  then  binoing  upon  the 
people,  as  a  law  f^om  Heaven!  Is  is  extinctt 
is  it  lost  to  this  nationt  Ess  the  love  of  gaia 
soperseded  every  other  motive  in  the  breasts 
of  Americans  t  8hdl  the  muority  govern,  or 
shall  n  few  wicked  and  abandoned  men  dnve 
tliis  nation  from  the  gronnd  it  has  taken  1  la 
it  come  to  this,  that  a  law  oonstitntjonall;  en- 
acted, even  af^r  a  formal  deddon  in  &vor  of 
its  constitntiouality,  cannot  be  enforced  t  Shall 
the  nation  give  way  to  an  oppodtion  of  a  few, 
and  thoee  tne  most  profligate  part  of  tlie  com- 
munity )  I  tiiink  the  stand  we  took  last  year 
was  a  proper  one  ;  and  I  am  for  taking  every 
meBsnre  for  enabling  the  nation  1«  maintain  it. 
Jost  as  our  measure  is  beginning  to  operate, 
jQst  as  providons  are  becoming  scarce  in  tbe 
West  Indies  and  elsewliere,  notwithstanding  tbe 
evasions  of  our  law,  we  are  called  upon  to  re- 
peal it;  I  sbonld  not  have  made  this  motion  at 
this  time,  had  it  not  been  £w  tJie  petition  Jttat 
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pTMented.  Whea  I  stftod  here,  rir,  charged  by 
■  part  of  the  oommnnitT'  with  beinK  one  of  "  the 
(nemiea  of  the  people,"  notwithstanaiiig  I  am  wilt 
mg  to  oommit  the  petitiMi,  treating  it  with  that 
reapeot  which  I  cWo^Te  to  be  dae  tmm  lu  to 
tbepni]r«r  ctf  anj-mntiMiof  thepec^le,  I  wish 
Kj  Nntiiaaiita  on  uIb  nl^eet  to  n  eeea. 

A  proclamatiiH)  bu  been  iwaed  bj  one  of  the 
Mli^erenta  anoe  the  passage  of  onr  embargo 
law,  dr.  Look  at  it  What  utys  itt  Olear- 
anoe  or  do  olearanoe,  we  will  reoeiye  aoj  nen- 
toil  reaaol  into  oar  porta  ;  and,  in  apealdDg  of 
nentrala,  reoolleet  that  there  la  no  nation  in  the 
drihied  worjd  that  haa  a  claim  to  the  title,  ex- 
cept onrMlvea.  This  prodamation  then  t«tlB 
ear  rituana,  "  Evade  the  lawa  of  your  ooontry, 
and  we  will  reodre  and  protect  ^on."  This  ia 
file  plain  Engliah  of  it. 

If  tbe  mad  powoa  of  Europe  had  entered  into 
compact  to  iiijore  ua  aa  mach  aa  they  ooold,  th^ 
could  not  have  taken  a  more  direct  oonne  to  it 
I  ooonder  them  both  alike,  and  the  meaanrea  I 
wonid  take  wonid  place  them  both  on  the  aame 
lhoti]ig.  1  hare  made  my  reacdntionaaa  general 
■a  poMiUe,  to  gire  all  labtade  to  the  owmnittee. 

Mr.  M.  dien  read  hia  reeolutiona  aa  followa : 

"Saelttd,  Thai,  the  comnitUe  appointad  On  that 
pot  at  tbe  PreiidenC'i  Hamwa  which  rtUtai  to  onr 
ttttSffi  relatiDiis,  be  initrocted  to  Inqnin  hitothe  ax- 


and  wBlBB  of  tba 
Taaali  belonging  te  ai^  of  tba  ball^jerent  pomta 
hariag  In  (bne  cadaif  or  deoma  yUudng  tba  law- 
Ail  eommaK*  of  du  Unitod  Stataa  at  a  natton, 

"  Matthei,  That  Sm  mdib  committee  ba  fautrocted 
to  inqiiii*  into  the  expediemy  of  jirohibldiig  by  law 
tta  admiadon  into  the  portly  harbors,  and  watara  of 
dia  Dnhed  Stataa,  any  uiip  or  vesnl  belonging  to  or 
eooiag  &om  anj  place  in  the  poaaHakm  of  any  of  tba 
ahBTB-roentioned  poweta,  and  alio  tba  Importatlan  of 


9  ud  oamfikctitte  of  tba  domhiioDa  ot 


"^Dbe^Tbattlun 


la  oommhiaa  be  inatTocted 


On  tbo  nil^eot  of  t^  first  of  theee  reeolntlons 
ifmi  Mr.  H.)  it  might  be  pr<mer  to  interdict  the 
acftaiice  of  all  armed  reaaeu,  slthoogh  I  h&*e 
enfined  the  tnterdietion  to  the  bdllgerenta.  A 
cartain  time  mig^t  be  fixed  on  which  the  aeoond 
ibcnld  go  into  operatirai. 

I  have  Oiongbt  proper,  dr,  to  bring  forward 
an  these  reeohitions  togMher  to  show  my  own 
opinion  oa  what  ooght  to  be  done.  It  u  time 
tar  those  who  think  the  embargo  a  lawfbl  and 
vcpar  meaaore,  to  oome  forvwd  and  declare  it 
Ho  other  person  haTing  aa  yet  thought  proper 
tedo  it,  I  have  now  done  It  I  brieve  t£e  «m- 
faat^  waa  right ;  that  itwaa  right  to  paas  lawa 
t»  anfar«0  it ;  and  believlog  tbJa,  I  fbel  no  heai- 
Um  in  arowing  it  Hme  has  been  when  the 
hipuMWiimiil  nf  nnr  nunimin  wna  fflrtfld  imt  agninni 
Iv  a  large  mi^oiIlT  of  0<»igresB.  Now  tbe  cry 
1^  AsA  we  will  not  let  them  go  out  and  h« 


taken,  for  if  they  go  oat  they  must  be  takoi, 
Neither  of  the  two  great  powers  of  Europe 
have  ahown  the  least  diapoaition  to  relax  their 
measnrM;  neither  I  hope  shall  we.  I  believe  we 
have  bnt  three  Bltamativea — oar,  embargo,  or 
•udniMion.  The  last  I  diacard ;  thia  nation 
never  would  Btjbmit ;  nor  are  there  many  peo- 
ple in  it  that  would.  That  is  out  of  the  qnea- 
tion  ;  then,  the  only  qoeatimi  ia,  whethw  in  the 
preeent  state  of  the  world,  tbe  embargo  or  war 
is  the  beat  for  us )  Ann  yonr  merchantmen,  a* 
bae  been  proposed,  sand  them  oat,  and  yoa  have 
war  directly?  Uwe  are  to  have  war,  I  should 
rather  have  it  openly,  and  let  the  nation,  know 
that  we  mean  it  I  un  for  the  embargo  yet.  I 
am  told  floor  ia  from  tbirtr  to  fifty  dollars  a 
barrel  in  the  West  lodiee  i  I  am  also  told  that 
wheat  is  fourteen  ebUlinga  sterling  a  bushel  in 
England.  This  most  have  an  effbot,  if  adhered 
to,  tbrongb  Spain  and  Portogal  France,  if  she 
carries  her  armies  into  that  conntiy,  cannot 
support  them.  Nor  can  Spain  support  her  own 
armies,  and  at  the  asms  time  thoee  Qreat  Bri- 
tun  sends  there  ;  for  where  war  is  waged,  al- 
most all  agriculture  ia  destroyed  ;  anditonlyre- 
qnires  firmness  in  ns  t«  force  them  both  by  this 
meaenre  to  acknowledgs  our  rights.  If  I  am 
mistaken  in  my  opinion,  I  wish  that  meaanre 
to  be  adopted  which  may  beat  mmntjiin  oqt 
rights  and  independence. 

It  la  not  the  embargo  which  caosea  the  pras- 
sore  on  the  people.  No,  rir,  it  ia  the  jirden 
and  decrees  of  Englai  -       *  *- 


Qgland  and  France.    Take  a 


no  other  terms.  Letan  <^oer  of  the  British 
fleet  viait  yonr  veaaeL  and  France  will  condemn 
it  These  are  the  udngs  which  destroy  com- 
merce. The  country  in  which  I  live  feels  the 
measure  as  maob  as  any ;  there  are  agricultn' 
rista,  and  th^  crops  remun  unsold ;  and  if 
they  will  do  without  the  principal,  and  resiat 
impontiou  by  withholding  uieir  produce,  those 
who  make  a  profit  by  the  freight  of  onr  pro- 
dooe,  may  amird  to  lose  that  profit  Oon  any 
man  t^  what  woold  be  tbe  consequence  ot 
war,  in  theae  tjmeel  In  common  war  some  re- 
gartl  Is  had  to  the  laws  of  nations  by  belliger- 
ents, and  they  fight  each  other,  lo  the  present 
war  the  belligerents  diaregard  the  laws  of  na- 
tions, and  fight  every  one  bat  one  another. 

Mr.  Qdihoi  said  be  wished  the  last  resolution 
to  be  sepsrated  ftom  the  flrat,  as  the  Bouse 
would  be  ooaunitted  by  its  adoption.  Not  that 
he  wished  to  avoid  a  discosBton  of  that  subject, 
for  be  wished  for  nothing  so  moch  as  that  tbe 
Eooae  wotdd  permit  them  to  go  into  a  discna- 
rion  of  the  anbjeot  in  Oonunittee  of  tbe  Whole. 
[Ur.  ICacoB  oonaented  that  the  last  resolution 
should  lie  on  the  table.]  Mr.  Q.  said  be  wished 
to  press  a  dlBoaidon  on  the  subject  of  the  em- 
bargo :  for  snob  was  the  state  of  public  opinion 
in  ue  Northern  part  of  the  Union,  that  but  one 
general  sentiment  prevailed,  that  the  embargo 
would  be  immediately  raised.  Instead  of  post* 
poning  tlie  subject  from  day  to  d^t  ^  °°^J 
wished  it  to  oome  before  the  Uooae  uot  genlle- 


;,iz...,L-OOglC 
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»a] 


meo  uught  tmderatand  on«  oilier  and  pat  an 
end  to  the  donbte  that  now  existed. 

lliefintaiidaeoondreiolDtiotu  otferedb;  itr. 
HiODK  were  agreed  to  withont  a  dindon,  Tbe 
third  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  t^de—jeas  78. 

Fbid^t,  November  18. 
TerriteritU  Otnenmtnts. — Ordtnaiut  <tf  1 

On  motion  of  Ur,  Poi.imxTit,  the  Honse 
resolved  Itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  ooncermng  Territorial  GoTemments. 

The  bill  having  been  read — 

Ur.  Bibb  said,  that  if  the  Hooae  were  now 
caOeA  npon  for  the  first  time  to  pass  an  ordi- 
nanoe  for  the  government  of  the  Territoriee 
of  tbe  United  Stat«a,  he  should  attach  very  lit- 
tle importance  to  the  dedmon  of  the  preoent 
qaestion.  Bnt  he  conndered  it  not  now  an  at>- 
Btraot  qnestioD  of  ezpediencj,  but  as  one  of 
great  moment,  from  tbe  circmnBtaneee  with 
which  it  was  connected.  He  denied  the  right 
of  the  Eonse  to  pass  tiie  bill ;  and  if  they  had 
not  the  right,  it  was  snrely  noDecceaarj'  to  ar- 
gne  the  question  on  the  ground  of  policy.  It 
wonld  be  recollected  that  fiie  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory wafl  formerly  the  property  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  and  ceded  by  that  Btate  to  the  Uoited 
States  on  certain  conditions,  mte  of  uAt«A  um 
tJiat  (ht  ordijumee  for  (As  gotemmmi  nf  eA« 
TerriX^ny  J/brthv>e»t  iff  tha  Ohio  thavid  be  tte 
huU  of  1if£  gmernmvnt  pf  (hi  Mimutippi  Tn^ 
ritery.*  If  this,  add  lie,  be  one  of  the  condi' 
tioQS  of  a  compact  between  the  United  8tat«B 


wUflb  bnuflg  ths  bi^  of  ill  tha  Tanitoilal  p 


■i  Hiiotloaad  by  the  OobgrMt  of  the 
dMti  *ltli  osrtilB  pmrliioiia  *ddad  to  !t  In  ocdii  to  fin  It 
(BU  UIMt  ludu  ths  BsMltDtdoa.    Tba  IbUowtng  in  lbs 

-Wbsuu  tlut  the  ardlDuiM  at  ths  Uoltad  BMtt  Id 
CODgTMt  •namMad,  Ibr  the  EaTemmenl  of  the  Terrltarr 
wffthwHt  of  tbe  riTcr  Ohio  our  (XHinnaa  ta  luva  loll  il- 
ftflt^  it  la  nqolilla  ttut  cartftln  pravlAloDa  ahoald  be  made, 
•eaaWddutthanma  to  the  pregcni  Ooiutltiitlon  of  Che 
trolled  Bute*.  THnmu,  St  U  HKt^ai,  As.,  That  ts  eU 
oaoca  li  which,  \j  the  auld  ordlimee,  aoj  InfanuaCloB  [■  Id 
ttr  Einn,  or  HHiimDiilctitloa  made  bv  tba  QmmBoi  of  tbe 
nld  tairllon  lo  the  Uoitad  StiUaln  Oonmaa  Hieiiibled, 
«T  to  uy  orthair  oBIaari,  itataall  be  the  doljof  the  MM 
fioTanwr  to  sire  neh  InftmuitlaB,  ud  l»  mike  anih  eam- 
■nuieitlon  lo  the  Prsldent  gf  Ibe  United  BIU« ;  indthe 
PtMldant  ahiU  nomluta,  ud  by  ud  vtth  the  «e>MM  of 
tliiSeBBt*,  AaUiVpolntillomeeiBwhlehbrthenid  onil- 
Blue  wen  to  hive  been  lopoUitad  by  thi  Called  Btatnln 
CoogMH  uHmbled,  ud  ad  oOean  lo  iiipolnted  ahall  be 
oommlBBlDiied  by  him ;  md  In  ill  ate*  whan  the  United 
etalHliCoiwnn  MMisUed,  ml^l,  by  the  mid  oidlnuige, 
nToke  any  aamntiilaD  or  nmor*  from  aay  onea,  the  FMi- 
Mast  la  binby  dedmd  to  hire  the  mdm  power  of  Mnai- 
flonudTamonL  Sk  1— vdadBettAfM^rnMuiediThit 
1b  Ilia  Df  the  death,  nmovij,  ne^inoD,  or  heeeanry  ib- 
faocB  of  tbe  OoTemat  at  the  aildTenltory,  the  atontary 
tfeenof  ihiH  bf^  aid  be  la  hanby,  utborlied  lad  reqilnd 
to  exaonla  ill  the  |uwei%  ud  peicwm  all  tba  dntlta  of  the 
OoTeraoT,  during  the  niucy  ocouTaned  by  the  nmoiil, 
ndgnUliHi,  oi  ssceaaify  ibatDca  of  hU  OoiaiBoi." 

Thla  ut  of  CongieB,  paaaed  to  give  fun  eSM  to  thla  or- 
dlniaee  by  idq>tliic  lie  working  to  the  bow  Pedanl  Comtl- 
tntlon,  wu  among  the  eirlleet  acta  of  tbe  Fedenl  Congreai, 
HhIu;  somber  eight  In  the  list  of  acta  paned  at  Che  Ont  aaa- 
■lon  of  tba  Hnt  CongrsH ;  ind  claua  with  the  kU  bsom- 
tajj  to  tha  working  of  tho  new  goTemment.  Ai  inch  It 
waa  modUlod;  and  ai  niob  piaaerred  and  vpUad  to  no- 


and  Georgia,  anrely  the  United  States  bava  no 
right  to  infringe  it  wtthont  the  consent  of  Ova- 
gia ;  and  I,  as  one  c^  her  RepresmlatiTc^ 
formally  protest  against  the  panage  of  this  bOL 
It  may  be  said  that  Georgia  is  vary  Itttls  into- 
eated  in  the  abstract  qnestiiHi,  whether  ths 
Govemor  ahonld  ot  dHiald  not  have  tiie  poww 
of  prorogation ;  Irat,  if  a  riaftt  aiista  to  dtv 
one  part  of  tbe  ordinance  without  tbe  conHDt 
of  Geoi^ia,  it  oertalnly  implies  a  power  ta  ailH 
it  in  every  part. 

Ur.  FoiHDixTKB  sud  he  wonld  atsta  the  wtr 
eons  for  which  he  had  introdncAd  the  bill,  ud 
which  wonld,  he  hoped,  insure  it  the  aaiMticii 
of  the  committee.  I  will,  in  tbe  6nt  plsM, 
said  Ur.  P.,  advert  to  that  part  of  the  DtH- 
nance  which  ia  propoeed  to  be  amended  by  ths 
bill  under  conBideration.  In  the  ordinance  fir 
the  government  of  the  Korthweatem  Tenitoty 
will  be  found  thie  article :  "  Tbe  Gowroof 
shall  have  power  to  prorogne  and  diwolie  ths 
General  Asaembly,  wnen,  in  lua  opinion,  it  i^ 
be  aipedient."  The  bill  jtropoaea  to  take  aw^y 
this  power,  as  being  u'ratrary  and  oppwrin 
in  the  eitreme,  and  inoompalJble  with  tos  Odb- 
Btitotion  of  the  United  Btatee.  This  iKdinsaM 
waa  pawed  previous  to  tho  adoption  of  tbe  Fed- 
eral Constitution^  and  if  it  bad  been  tiie  nb- 
Ject  of  coDsiderabon  snbaeqnent  to  its  adoptaoo, 
this  provision  had  never  been  inaerted,  glvi^ 
to  Governors  of  Terrifaniea  a  gower  paiamMnt 
to  any  power  pnnnnfinnd  by  the  Preomnt  of  the 
United  States.    Take  away  this  power  sad  a 


n  Territories,  aa  gararamenta  toi  thtm  aaie  gtnn 

That  otdlnuoe  la,  in  ftet,  the  ba^  of  all  tie  Tarritottl 

iTamDiiinU,  and  li  eitendad  to  each  of  them  by  ma^ 

1th  snch  modldfliCloiu  aa  eidk  one  nqotred ;  ud  IEb  hant- 

Ea  (eenrad  In  their  doeda  of  tarrltoiiil  oeHlan  by  Oesuli 

id  North  Cuollni,    Thu,  the  fifth  danae  in  tha  Int  hU- 

■laofthe  OeargU  deed  of  eeaaloa,  dated  April  Htb,lM.- 

illpnlitei:  "That  the  Tenttoiy  thua  «ded  ahall  tins  a 

Bute,  and  be  idmllled  aa  each  Into  the  UnloB,  aa  taoi  m  a 

nnUlD  M,«W  free  InhabltiBta,  or  it  in  eariiei  puM 

If  Congrea  ahall  think  11  aipedlent,  on  the  Mme  etnUtUia 

i  reetrictlona,  with  the  auna  prlvUcgM,  and  la  tha  waa 

inner,  aa  la  pnvlded  In  Iha  ordlnuoa  of  Congrea  c^tht 

ISth  day  of  Jaly,  17BT,  Ibr  tha  gavMiunant  of  the  Wh(« 

Territory  of  the  Dullod  SMaa ;  wUdi  ordliuee  ahdi.  1>  iH 

rt^  aitand  lo  tbe  Mlialwlprl  Territory  eogtalaed  ta' 

•aentaatof  aaatloOithitirtMe  only  eiaeptad  whlA 

IbrUdialiTeiy.o    Hie  deed  irf  oMtioD  frvia  North  CanUa^ 

fcr  the  Tartltory  ilnoe  fcnalBg  Ue  Btata  o*  TanDeiaae,  aid 

d  December  ~,  1788,  la  e^uUy  aipr«i  In  dalmUf  Iha 

»flta  ot  thlg  ordlnanoe  ;  aa  that,  nude  beAire  Iha  eoaitl- 

ID,  It  hii  been  equally  unctlaned  by  Gongnaa  ud  by 

ee  rinea.    Vli^la  aanetlDned  It  ImmedliUly  (Iter  U* 

;tmaut,  and  before  tha  oamiiieneAment  of  the  pneol 

Federal  QoTernment,  to  wit,  on  the  SOlh  day  of  DHembn, 

1T3&    Tha  ordinance  being  thni  uitarlor  to  the  ceaitini- 

1,  waa  not  farmed  onder  It,  but  nnder  tha  mlbority  ^ 

nen-eoTeralgn  owner*— aieniElng  the  right  of  taklH 

e  of  thoir  own  property,  n14act  only  to  tha  e( 

I  llmlUtlon.  which  

II  the  Tenlloriee  h. 


d  lU 
e  baan  eoutintly  goTaned  !■ 
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OcTenior  will  still  have  left  the  power  of  aeg- 
•tirlDg  All  acta,  BO  that  tume  caa  pan  witJiont 
Iiis  asMDt ;  and,  being  tlie  agent  of  the  General 
Ooremmwt,  he  womd  ^ve  oonaent  to  no  kw 
inoompatible  with  th«  intareita  of  the  United 
8tat«Si 

It  has  been  said  that  fli«  ordinanoe  cannot 
be  altered  without  the  common  consent  of  the 
paitiea  to  it,  and  that  the  State  of  Qeorgia 
must  be  called  upon  to  pve  its  assent  before 
the  Gongresa  can  alter  it.  There  are  two  paH« 
of  tbi*  ordinanoe ;  the  first  contains  the  fbrm 
of  goTeniment,  and  the  second  seTeral  utidM 
of  Mwnpact  which  are  deolared  nnalterable  bat 
with  common  consent.  Aft«r  redting  the  fbrm 
of  gDTamment,  the  ordinance  sa]^ : 


[Here  taSkrw  dz  artiolea.]  The  ordinanoe  de- 
dves  that  which  foUowa  the  declaration  to  be 
noaftcnMe,  bat  bj  oommon  oonaent ;  it  follows 
of  coueqoenca  that  that  wbioh  preoedea  the 
declaration  is  ah«rabl<k  Indep<iMent  of  this 
reasoning,  which  cannot  be  reAited,  at  erarf 
Mssion  ^Me  we  h&ve  been  a  Tenitorf ,  there 
hare  been  laws  passed  altering  the  ordinanoe  in 
•mne  shape  or  other.  Fw  ezao^le,  the  wdi- 
nance  requires  two  Judges  to  h(dd  a  court;  and, 
in  a  Tarie^  of  instuoes,  Oongreas  has  le^sU- 
ted  with  respect  to  the  form  of  ajorentment  of 
Sm  Terr)t<«7.  I  had  supposed  that  the  artioleB 
tf  sgreement  between  the  Uoited  States  and 
Georgia  bad  becmne  obsolete,  with  respect  to 
the  ima^Dcd  neoeoit;  of  the  consetit  of  Geor- 
gia fa>  le^datkn  on  the  sobject  of  the  Terri- 
toiT.  It  was  tiTged  at  the  last  seesion  with  all 
the  docnKnoe  which  the  gmitlemen  fixmi  Oeor- 
gi»  are  u  so  great  e  degree  poeeeesed,  and  dis- 
r^uded ;  for  it  was  deoiclea  bj  both  Eooses 
that  the  United  Stetee  had  a  right  to  rote  the 
ToritoiT  irithont  the  consent  of  Georgia, 

The  Coastitation  of  the  United  States  sajs 
that  Coogreas  shall  "  have  power  to  dispose  of 
and  make  sH  needAil  rales  and  r^olatmne  re- 
qteetinK  the  teRitor7  or  other  propertj  belong- 
mg  toUM  Uiuted  States."  Out  an  agreement 
snainK  from  the  ezerrise  rf  this  power,  snper- 
sede  the  ri^t  of  eiereiring  the  power  ezpreed; 
ddegated  by  the  ocowtitation  itaelft  Certainlj 
not 

On  the  gronnd  of  nolicj  I  presimie  that 
(here  is  oo  Mitleman  who  will  oonteod  that  the 
power  of  which  I  wish  to  deprive  the  Gover- 
Bora,  oogfat  to  be  retained.  The  gentleman 
ftora  Gmrgia  himsdf  s^s,  that  If  he  were 
■boot  to  frame  an  original  ordinance,  he  wonld 
Hot  think  of  sneh  a  power.  As  the  opinion  of 
Jsdge  Tnck^  has  tieeii  referred  to  on  one  snb- 
Jset,  I  iriO  rbfer  to  it  on  the  subject  of  prerog- 
aire.  Let  it  be  recollected,  that  the  power  to 
invogve  and  dissolve  la  one  of  the  hi^ert  pre- 
msliiie  of  the  Kiiig  of  Rnginn;! ;  tbit  it  crept 


into  the  governments  of  his  colonies,  and  thence 
into  this  ordinance,  preTiom  to  the  adcniUon  of 
the  oonstitntioo.  It  now  remans  for  the  Unit- 
ed Statee  to  aa.j,  whether  thej  will  copy  after 
Great  Britain,  and  because  it  is  a  hi^  preroga- 
tive^TC  the  QoTemora  of  the  Territorioe  of 
the  United  Statee  the  some  powers  as  she  givee 
to  her  Tenitoml  GoTemon.  I  tnut  it  will  be 
expunged. 

"The  title  '  [n«rogatiTa,' ft  Is  pnmmed,  wu  an- 
nihilated in  Ameiioa  with  the  Kln^jr  Qovenunent." 


ment  of  England  t  Certainl]';  and  that  it  is 
transferred  from  her  Colonial  GoTemment,  I 
can  show  bj  the  present  ordinauco  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  Canada,  [to  which  Mr.  F,  referred.] 
It  is  the  same  principle,  and  we  have  copied  iL 

I  will  not  object  to  retain  this  power,  if  anr 
gentleman  can  show  anj  advantage  to  be  gained 
Djit.  I  will  suppose  an  extreme  case ;  that  any 
ot  the  Territories  designed  to  ooinmit  treason, 
and  the  Legielatare  were  to  pass  an  act  giving 
it  thrir  sanotdon ;  (and  they  have  abown  leas 
treasonable  dispodtiou  than  some  of  the  elder 
Statea,  if  we  ma;  judge  from  occurrences  of  a 
few  years  past) — coiJd  not  the  Oorarnor  pnt 
his  n«eatJTe  on  thU  law  t  There  conid  be  no 
snoh  law  without  his  consent.  It  is  therefore 
entirely  unnecessary,  in  any  possible  case,  to 
pve  the  Governor  the  arbitrary  power  of  dis- 
solving the  Legialature. 

There  Is  a  special  reason  which  has  operated 
upon  my  mind  as  forcibly  as  the  general  reason 
in  favor  of  the  bill  on  the  table.  In  the  Terri- 
tory which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  we 
have  been  nearly  twelve  months  without  any 
LegiBlatnre.  The  Qovemor  thon^t  proper  to 
diteolvo  the  Aaeembly  without  any  reason  giv- 
en, for  the  ordinance  doee  not  bind  him  to  as- 
tdgn  reasons  for  hie  acts.  TTithin  a  few  days,  a 
new  Council  bos  been  chosen,  which  may  again 
l>e  dissolved  as  soon  as  it  meets,  and  the  Terri- 
tory ag^n  left  without  a  Legislature,  and  no 
reason  assigned  for  the  procedure.  Is  it  poeri- 
ble  that  this  Goremment  will  sanction  snch  ar- 
bitrary practices  f  If  it  does,  it  will  be  the  first 
case  smoe  the  Bevolntion  in  which  such  a  pro- 
cedure has  been  sanotioDed.  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
fer gentlemen  to  the  ^orions  year  17TS.  I  beg 
than  to  revert  to  that  inttrameot,  in  which  afi 
"  'ns  of  cor  political  father,  George  IH.,  were 
Mted,  and  they  win  find  that  one  of  the 
charges  agdnst  him  was  tbat  he  permitted  his 
GovaniorB  to  dissolve  the  Legielatores  from 
tjme  to  time.  Are  we  prepared  to  ingraft  theee 
arbitrary  urindples  into  our  constitntion,  and 
cherish  them  when  practised  in  so  arbitrary 
-  maiuierf    Tnetead  of  tiiia  udinance  b^ng 
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OTJgiiully  avb  liltitth,  nid  been  adopted 
the  Dew  Territniee  Tithont  uij  diaounioii  at 
all;  fi^,  if  the  principle  had  been  investigated, 
tt  would  never  have  be«n  enacted  into  a  law. 
In  the  DeolAradon  of  Indepeodenoe  it  ie  stated 
that  "he  (Geor^in.)  tiasdinolved 
tative  Eonsea  repeatedly,  for  oppodng,  with 
manly  firmness,  his  ioTasioDS  on  the  righia  ot 
the  people."  Here  we  Bee  that,  at  Out  da]^ 
we  complained  of  the  arbitrary  ezerdee  ot 
power,  and  I  hope  that,  at  this  day,  we  shall 
give  U  a  death-Uow.  If  any  gentJeman  wiahee 
to  retiun  it,  let  him  show  a  ^ngle  poe^le  case 
in  which  it  ou  propo'^  be  ezereiBed— never, 
bnt  to  (pHifr  the  ambition  or  caprice  of  an  in- 
dividual, IliepemleelectReiweMntativeaand 
Bend  them  to  legislate ;  if  they  do  not  please 
the  Governor,  he  can  tay,  ''KCntlemen,  go  to 
jonr  homes — I  dissolve  yon,"  Oan  there  be 
any  necessity  fbr  thist  Bnt  I  will  not  detain 
the  Eonae  longer,  except  to  express  a  hope  that 
the  committee  wlH  not  rise,  nnless  it  be  to  re- 
port the  bill. 

Mr.  Tboup  Nud  be  wonld  state,  in  aa  few 
words  aa  he  conld,  his  objections  to  the  passage 
of  the  bill.  It  yrte  only  the  day  befbre  jeeter- 
daj  that  this  bill  had  been  Introdnoed  into  the 
Honse,  propodng  to  alter  one  part  of  the  ordi- 
nance. To-day,  a  petitltm  came  f^om  another 
territory  to  alter  another  nart  of  it  Before 
they  adjourned,  it  was  ten  tlionsand  to  one  that 
not  a  remnant  of  the  ordinance  wonld  be  left, 
with  their  good  will. 

I  have  bdbre  staled  it  as  tny  opinion,  said  he, 
that  the  articles  of  the  ordinance  are  a  compact 
between  the  people  of  the  States  and  of  the  ter- 
ritories, nnalterable  bnt  with  the  consent  of  both 
parties.  With  the  permission  of  the  Eonse,  I 
win  read  the  ojdnion  of  Jadge  Tnoker  on  this 
sol^ect: 

"  C<>Dgt««,  imder  die  ibnner  oooftdMation,  pasMd 


the  tenilocy 
Ohio,  trhich  oontalsed,  uhoiik  ether  diinfi,  lix  ar- 
tiole^  trbich  wen  to  be  cowlAied  uarli^af  eont- 
pact  between  At  original  Slalei  and  the  paopla  aod 
Stotei  of  Mid  teiritoiy,  and  to  ranuUn  anahraibla, 
except  liT  oommon  oaamt.  Ihtes  ailidei  ^ipear 
to  Iiave  been  eimfinMd  by  Hie  rizth  allele  M  the 
oonatitntion,  whidi  deolsm,  that  ell  debt*  ecntnuted 
and  engagsmante  cDtared  into,  befise  die  adoptioii 
of  the  cooititatioit,  iliall  l>e  a*  valid  againtt  the 
United  SCatea  nudar  tlte  oeostitaliDn  aa  nndor  the 
Confedflratioa,'' 

In  this  case  there  are  not  only  two  bi^  three 
parties  to  the  articlee— the  United  States,  the 
State  ofQeorgIa,  and  the  peopleof  the TerritoriM. 
Yon  will  recollewt,  aa  my  ooUeagQe  prt^Mriy  eta- 
ted  to  yon,  that  the  right  of  soil  and  Jnrisdiotion 
of  this  territory  was  originally  In  the  people  of 
Georgia,  Of  oonrse  Qewgia  had  power  to  pre- 
■orilie  for  the  territory  what  form  of  government 
she  pleased,  provided  it  was  republican.  By 
the  articles  oi  cession,  the  right  of  soil  and 
Jnrisdiotion  was  ceded  to  the  people  of  the 


United  States,  m  bU  09 
tit  artielm  qf  Otcrdiitaau  OoMfin 
gMtnmtta  w  (At  Mimmppi  Thritorf,  aaj 
that  tkeg  lAMOd  not  it  gottrMd  etimwii. 
The  inference  inevitably  is,  that  the  Stita  ol 
Georgia  wonld  not  have  ceded  bnt  np«i  the 
ezpresB  eoudition;  and  thia  inference  ia  the 
more  ineritable,  inasmnch  aa,  in  this  tivm, 
Georgia  has  made  an  express  exeqitioo  to  1 
Mrtiralar  article  in  the  ordinance  ;*  ftom  whicb, 
1  say  that  Oeogia  intended  that  no  other  iltwa- 
tion  Aonld  be  made, 

That  was  the  jxju^  ct  the  ordinanae,  ud 
what  the  ol^eet  of  ita  framerat  Thy,  snoreA- 
ly,  to  render  the  govemmoita  of  the  Tenitcric* 
aependmt  on  the  Government  of  the  UoM 
States.  And  how  was  it  to  be  dTsctedt  fif 
making  the  Territorial  Legislatura  In  a  gnit  df 

C  dependent  on  the  Governor,  and  Mm  ilae- 
y  dependent  on  the  Federal  ExeeniTa 
The  moment  we  make  the  L^Uatore  of  1  Ter- 
ritory independent  of  its  Execotive,  we  nuke  it 
indc^endoit  of  the  Federal  OovamnMnL 

And  ag^  aa  my  ccdleagna  has  eone^ly  toU 
yon,  if  ^on  have  a  ri^  to  repeal  one  pert  e( 
the  wdinanee,  yon  have  a  lif^t  to  rcfwal  o- 
other  par^  and  ao  overbim  the  whde  i^itae 
at  a  blow.  If  so,  what  will  be  the  met  <m 
the  articles  ot  ceedcn  and  agreement  bMw«« 
yon  and  Geor^al  I  will  tell  yon.  Bj  die 
arUoles  of  oeawHi  yon  reeerve  to  yoondf  the 
ri^t  of  diqwong  of  the  t«rritary ;  yoa  i1m> 
agree  to  ftj  Ge»gia  one  million  two  hnndni 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  ont  ot  the  prodeatrf 
the  fint  sales  of  the  land.  Suppose  yen  treia- 
ferred  to  the  independent  Legulatore  oC  the 
Mianadppi  Territory  the  ri^t  to  dispoBe  rf  liiii 
Territory,  what  eeonril^  has  Gecngia  fbr  the 
payment  of  her  one  nullion  two  hnndied  ead 
fifty  thonsand  dollars  t  Moreover,  I  ieel  eiei} 
diqneition  to  treat  with  nmeot  thepei^rf 
Uie  Ifbsisrip]^  Territory,  ana  particnlerly  ul 
Mrodre  tb^  they  imtrove  of  tbatconrsa  of  cv 
Qownment,  in  whiidk  I  most  heartily  oonevt; 
yet  I  most  aay  that  a  large  nufiwity  of  the  peo- 
ple have  a  landed  intoest  distinot  frun  tbet  of 
the  QoTermnent  of  the  United  StMea  Tib 
aw^  from  the  Gtovernor  his  power  to  pnmgee 
and  dissolve,  leave  him  the  veto,  and  aun  will 
soon  be  collision.  The  Le^slatnre  puew  u 
act ;  the  Governor  pnts  his  veto  on  it.  TIh 
Le^slatore  standi  ont,  and  the  Governor  iril 
not  yield,  and  eventnally  yon  may,  perfa^i^ 
have  to  decide  the  qneaUon  of  territorial  pr^ 
erty  by  the  sword..  Becolleot,  that  iqtvvd  d 
six  thonsand  people  have  gone  over  in  the  int- 
ent year,  with  every  apparent  intention  to  fem 
a  settlement  against  yonr  interest  and  thetrf 
Geo^ia.  lam  very  ^ad  that  the  militaiy  bar* 
reodved  ordos  to  disperse  them.  I  trost  lU 
they  win  be  diq>ersed,  and  chat  every  men  who 
stands  fwth  in  resiatanoe  wiU  be  pnt  tc  the 

Bnt  the  gentlonan  from  lOsussippi  Territ<»7 

■  Th*  eta,  bitaS  tte  AntMaTat7  artldk 
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iteolaiiiljmlatakanas  toonepomt.  He  seemB 
to  ccotaider  tbe  OonatitaliOQ  of  the  United  Sutes 
m  giviiw  to  the  people  of  tbe  Territori«e  the 
■me  li^ta  m  the  pe^e  of  tbe  Stfttei.  Itiia 
wriaiwt  itbo,  nnMsr  varranted  by  the  letter 
«r  fptric  t>f  the  eoMtUvtion.  For  eltbongb  tbe 
MButitiitiMi  has  declared  that  the  people  of  ooa 
SUte  are  entitled  to  aQ  tbe  rixht*  and  privilegea 
(f  ■nothca*,  T«t  it  hae  not  deoUred  that  the  peo- 
^  of  the  Territoriee  bave  tlie  Mine  rights  u 
the  people  of  the  States.  In  another  part  of 
tbe  oonatitntibn  it  ia,  indeed,  ezpreeslf  deolared 
that  Congreee  aball  make  all  lawa  for  ibe  dia- 
poaa]  of  the  Terntoriee;  but  there  U  a  soIfo, 
that  all  acta  done  and  oontraota  made  preTionB 
to  tbe  adoption  of  tbe  oonstitntion,  eball  be  as 
Undiiw  aa  if  dooe  afterward.  Tbe  articlea  of 
the  cKDnnnce  wve  enacted  previonslj,  and  are 
cwweyiently  binding  nnder  Uie  constitntion.  It 
easnot  be  oonboverWd,  that  tbey  were  xisely 
adopted,  and  have  been  salatary  in  tbeir  oper&- 
lian.  Tbej  were  framed  b;  tbe  Oongreas  of 
"BT,  eoDAOsed  of  men  whose  integrit;r  ^"s  in- 
caiTQptib|eL  and  judgment  almost  infallible. 
These  artidea,  fh>m  that  time  to  this,  have  re- 
mained nnaltored,  and  carried  tbe  Territoriea 
tbrongli  difficnltiM,  almoet  iuenperable,  to  pros- 
perity. And  now,  for  the  Grst  or  second  time, 
an  iJteratioa  is  propoeod,  tbe  cooeeqaenoe  of 
which  cannot  be  foreseen,  without  an;  evidence 
that  it  is  uther  neceeaary  or  eipedieoL 

TbA  pepulatim  of  eveir  new  conntry  most 
nceeoaarily  be  composed  oi  a  beterogeneooa  mii- 
tnre  ot  Tanoos  temper^  characters,  and  inter- 
cata.  In  a  popnlation  thus  eoiupoaed,  it  woald 
behi^ilv  FMicolons  to  expect  that  love  vf  order 
and  obe^eooe  to  law  woold  always  predominate. 
Therefore  the  ol^  Congreea  wisefy  reserved  to 
itself  the  right  to  control  them ;  to  give  the 
Governor  power,  when  a  Legislatnre  became 
^BOTderlj,  to  dissolre  them ;  and  for  tbe  exer- 
cise of  ibia  power  he  is  aeooontable  to  the 
Genoial  GoTemmenL 

The  gentkman  from  Ifiisiarit^  wisbea  ns  not 
to  treat  the  Territoriee  aa  chiMren,  whoee  wild 
extrayagKnccH  may  reqnire  correcting  by  the 
indidgent  hand  of  their  parents,  hot  aa  the 
•qnala  (^  tlko  Ststee,  without  any  other  reason 
tlun  that  'which  he  atu«e  to  be  the  Bitoation  of 
tbe  people  of  his  Terht<^.  They  will  next  wish 
OS  to  admit  them  into  the  Union  before  their 
K^KilaUon  will  aothorize  it;  tell  ns  that  that 
Teiiitory  doee  not  grow  tut  enongh,  and  we 
nuM  demoliBfa  the*yst«aifor  their  eonvoiience. 

Mi.  T.  adverted  to  tbe  representation  made 
by  Mr.  PouoKxiEs,  of  the  state  of  things  now 
BjialiDg  in  the  HJasiauppi  Territory.  If  suoh 
were  the  sitoation  of  tbe  Territory,  and  Ur.  T. 
Mid  he  sincerely  r^retted  it,  he  ooidd  pat  the 
gBDtleman  in  a  way  of  settling  the  dispute  in  a 
rtgnlsr  and  comtitotional  way,  and  which  would 
be  tbe  most  pmduit  and  adviaable.  Certainly, 
ia  this  dispate,  one  of  the  parties  must  be  right 
sad  tbe  other  wrong.  They  had  nothing  to  do 
bnt  prefer  dieir  complaints  before  tbe  proper 
mtbumtjy  and,  if  they  wwe  there  anbetaitfiated. 


they  would  obt^  redren  of  thor  wronga.  K 
on  the  contrary,  the  people  were  wrong  and 
the  Oovemor  right,  the  wWom  of  this  part  of 
the  ordinance  would  be  proved  beyond  qneeUoiL 

Ur.  PoDn>BXTER  observed  that  the  gentleman 
ttota  Oeo^ia  had  set  cot  with  telling  the  Eonse 
that  If  tbe  Legislatnre  were  made  independent 
of  the  Governor,  they  could  pass  any  law  they 
pleased  respecting  land  Gllw.  The  gentleman 
oonld  not  have  looked  at  the  ordinance,  for  there 
was  an  exprCM  provision  that  the  Legidatnre 
sbonld  "never  interfere  with  tbe  primary  dia- 
posal  of  the  soil  by  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  nor  with  any  regulations  CoO' 
greaa  may  find  neoeesary  for  securing  the  title 
in  such  soil,"  &0.  Independent  of  thla,  it  ia 
control  Bofflcient  if  the  Qovemor  have  a  veto 
on  the  laws.  The  gentleman  has  told  yon,  aaid 
Mr.  P.,  that  these  articles  are  unalterable  but 
with  oommoQ  oonseut.  When  up  before,  Iread 
that  part  which  is  nnalterahle.  It  is  tbe  arti< 
clee  of  ordinance  and  not  tbe  form  of  govern- 
ment ;  and  to  this  Judge  Tucker  refbrs  when  h« 
RMsks  of  it.  The  gentleman  has  s^d,  that  the 
stuation  ot  the  people  wcnld  not  be  bettered 
by  taking  away  the  power,  if  the  veto  were  left. 
In  my  opinion  it  would  be  ameliorated.  Let 
the  Governor  retain  his  veto,  hnt  let  them  re- 
m^  in  sesNon,  and  paas  laws,  that  the  Gnieral 
Government  m^  see  whether  such  lawa  are 
worthy  of  r^eotion  or  of  approbation.  Kow, 
if  the  Governor  discovers  them  about  to  pass  a 
law  or  do  an  act  he  does  not  like,  he  sends  them 
htmie.  Lop  off  a  little  of  this  Executive  power, 
and  let  tbe  Le^lature  pass  laws  which  he  mar 
negative,  and  the  ^pneral  Qovemment  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  seelog  that  the  Gover- 
nor will  not  consent  to  proper  laws,  Trort 
your  Executive  and  distrust  the  people,  and  yon 
■ap  the  foondation  of  the  Government.  What- 
ever leads  to  the  ooncluBion  that  the  people  are 
always  wrong  and  the  Executive  right,  atrikea 
at  the  root  of  republioan  institutiona. 

The  gentleman  has  spoken  of  the  wildnen 
and  extravagance  of  the  people  of  the  Miada- 
sippi  Territory.  Does  he  reooUect  the  invarion 
of  tbe  Spaniards  two  years  sgot  That,  at  a 
few  days'  notice,  at  the  requiation  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief, a  detachment  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  militta  were  sixty  miles  on  their 
march  I  When  an  arch  traitor  ftom  the  East 
deigned  to  sever  the  Union,  the  people  of  the 
TembMT,  without  call,  asaembled  near  the  dty 
of  Nalcbex,  and  arrested  the  trwtor.  These 
prooeedings  cannot  be  exceeded  even  hj  the 
spirit  or  prudence  of  tbe  State  of  Qeoreia.  I 
hope  the  mdignation  of' this  House  will  be  dis- 
played at  these  insinuations  against  tbe  motives 
of  people  who  have  manifested  the  groatert 
patriotism.  In  respect  to  the  late  measures  of 
the  General  Govwnment,  no  people  feel  them 
more  severely  than  the  people  of  Misueuppi, 
and  no  people  better  support  them.  There  may 
be  symptoms  of  wildnesa  and  extravagance,  bid 
they  diow  a  gubmiswon  to  the  lawa  and  moae- 
nree  of  tbe  Union. 
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der  psrenta,  I  pnttM  tnbut  it  Altboof^  ibe 
be  one  of  our  jMrenta,  there  hM  beoi  no  propo- 
eition  ever  made  on  this  floor,  for  the  good  of 
the  Territorj,  vLioh  has  not  met  Uie  oppodtkiti 
of  that  State.  But  theee  are  anl^ecta  on  which 
I  will  not  dvelL 

f  he  genUeman  has  stated  that  a  nnniber  of 
people  have  gone  over  to  the  IGiriaaip^  Terrt 
tory  to  settle  land^  against  the  ezprasa  provi- 
nons  of  the  law.  tiuA,  nnder  the  pretext  ot  a 
porohaae  from  an  Indian,  named  I>onble  Head, 
people  have  gone  over  to  settle  landa^  true; 
but  &(mi  where }  From  Qeor^  Tbe^  are 
dtUena  of  Georgia;  people  nnrtared  by  this 
tender  parent  into  a  state  of  manhood,  and  nn- 
wiUiug  to  participate  limm  in  the  tender  area 
of  the  8tat«  of  Georgia.  Thej^  have  been,  rery 
noperl^,  ordered  to  be  driven  off  bj  mUilarT 
fbroe,  becanae  ther  have  infringed  a  law  <rf  the 
United  Slatea.  But  these  thiiigs  do  not  tondi 
the  [ffeeent  qneation.  I  bow  propose  to  take 
awaj  a  power  wUok  haa  baao,  br  ndstaka,  tn- 
eorporated  into  the  oonstitntion  oft  free  people. 

Mr  Bm  said  that  the  State  of  Geor^  lutd 
nerw  ondertaken  to  legialate  tar  the  Miais- 
dppi  Territory ;  but  there  waaa  ecmpaot  exist- 
ing between  the  United  States  and  Georaia,  and 
be  oaOed  nnon  the  United  States  to  adhere  to 
it.  They  oared  not  Tiolate  it,  ezoept  they  omUd 
▼i<dat«  the  most  solMnn  oompaot— the  oonsti- 
tntion. 

Mr.  TaoTT7  obeerred  that  it  had  been  aald 
Otis  power  ot  0»  Gorenwr  was  a  badge  of 
atarery  ooped  from  the  British  Oonstitotitai. 
That  in  many  Ihinp  they  had  been  oopied  too 
fir,  he  agreed;  bnt  as  to  this  prerogative,  it  was 
BO  snob  Dfidge  of  alaTray,  and  was  fonnd  not 
(oly  in  the  arlades  of  the  ordinance,  bat  in  the 
WHiratntions  of  Tariona  States,  qnalifled  in  a 
greater  or  leas  d^n^ee.  Vx.  T.  qooted  the 
stjtntlons  of  }f ew  Tor'       "" 


Creoy,  WmiaaHUMr,  meholssK.  Utm,  Jmte 
O.  Mosely,  GnjdMi  &  Mantod,  'WHmd  C.  MUkH 
TuDothy  Pitkin,  jonkr,  John  Portti,  Jaiii  ftiatf, 
JdlB  Rudolph,  IfattbiM  BidMid^  SmwkI  Kita^ 
John  BoMeU,  Denma  Smeh,  B^ry  Soilhird,  TQEm 
Stedman,  Lewis  B.  StufC^  Peter  Swut,  SMid 


Terpunek,  Robert  Wbitebill,  DsTid  E.  "miSiat, 
d  Natiiaa  WDsOD. 

NATa— JoMph  Itoifcer,  Bnndl  Biaett,  HUSi* 
.  BnrwnlL  VilEam  Bufler,  UUtiMw  Cl^,  Jtls 
CIoptoQ,  John  CnlgpmT.Mui  Dsmco,  J<aiab  Dmb^ 
Jonph  DMhs,  Damd  H.  DnrdI,  Jstan  Elbt,  Ml 
W.  Bfpti,  Jaaw  fU.  MeAsek  RuUb,  Tkm 
Gboboo,  Jan.,  Petancn  Oeodvyo,  iMiik  L  Gtia, 
John  Hani*,  mifiam  Btbnt,  Jtatu  BoOmi  DnU 
BolaMS,  BeqjuBin  Howard,  DaiM  Uq,  BcfaidE 


Johosa&  Mathaniel  1 
janlor,  John  Ifoatgon 
Honow,  Sngtr  NeboD,  'til 
Newton,  Jdm  Pi^  John  Bi 
Shta  «f  TcBMSMs,  Ji 


Uaasaohasetta,  tobesnre,  wasaUttle  wareilng 
BOW,  bnt  be  hoped  she  had  not  qntte  gone 
over  to  the  enemy  yet.  Thaw  eonstitntions 
gave  a  qualified  prerogative  to  the  Govemor  of 
theStata. 

The  oommittae  now  rose— 68  to  86. 

Ur.  Tboup  moTed  that  the  Author  oonddera- 
tion  of  the  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely 
[eqnivalent  to  r^eoti<Hi.1 

Mr.  PoiBuxzTu calhngfor  the  yeaeandnaja 
on  tike  motion,  it  was  dedded — yeaa  67,  nays 
Sa,  as  follows: 

Yei&— Lernnal  J.  Alston,  WIDIa  Alston,  jno.,  Ew 
Usl  Bacon,  DstU  Bard,  WIDism  W.  Bibb,  Wmiam 
Blaektsto,  John  BIske,  judor,  Adam  Boyd,  Bobert 
ItoawD,  Jossph  Cslboiin,  John  Campb^  IbrtiD  Chit- 
ttoden,  SanmalW,  Daas,  John  DsTmort,  inn.,  Wil- 
liam Efy.  WUUam  Findlay,  FnacU  QsrdnBi,  Charisi 
OoUdMnDgfa,  Edwin  Ony.  John  Bdrtw,  WimBm 
Boge,  Kchari  S.  Jaokson,  Babert  Jnkhu,  Walter 
JooM^  Jamei  Kelly,  WOliam  Eiriipstriak,  JohnlAin- 
bail;  Jose^  Lswis,  Jan.,  Bobsrt  Msitoo,  William  Mo- 


UMomn  aesTTT,  cwmnei  ijiwr,  jimm  am^M,  -^ 
Smilu,  Jededish  E.  Smtth,  J«hn  SmiO,  Said 
Smith,  Bkhsrd  Stanftid,  Ckment  Stait,  1^ 
Ibomnoa,  Anhlbald  Van  Bon^Jns*  maH^ 
nao  WilbouT,  and  Alexander  Wiiwon. 
So  the  bill  was  postponed  indefinitfdy. 

HoHDAT,  November  SI. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  Joaa  Bon^froa 
Eentncky,  ^>peare^  aod  took  hia  seat  ntte 
"     le. 

Ilatimtiatd  Brititk  SaliimiU. 


proohunatioD  of  the  sixteenth  of  October,  nas 
thonsand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  daimed  At 
allegianoe  of  all  peraone  who  may  have  bM 
bom  in  his  dominiMia,  and  were  not  inbatntniti 
of  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  period  (< 
their  Bevolntjon,  and  disregarding  the  livi'' 
natnmlicalkii  In  other  eonntriea,  hath  andMra- 
ad  the  Impreasnmt  Into  his  service  <rf  Ui  n^ 
tended  snqecta,  and  treated  as  traitenntcaa 
mi^  have  taken  np  arms  against  Mm  in  tlie  w 
vioe  of  their  ad<^ted  oonntry ;  the  petjtiona 
being,  at  the  preaent  time,  [meioded  frfsn  tM 
piivUege  ol  following  oommerdal  pnrsniti  n 
the  1^^  seaa  in  safe^,  tberefive  pray  that  na 
measnres  be  adcqtted  by  Oimgreas  as  may  w^ 
toaily  reaitt  tike  uOnst  asaomption  <:f  power 
claimed  and  exerdaed  by  a  fordgn  natto;**" 
^ledf^og  themselves  to  enpport  with  their  litM 
and  fortooes  whatever  stepe  may  be  "^^5^ 
aots  paned,  by  the  General  Government,  ni 
the  welfare  ot  the  Union. — ^Befbrred  to  Ur. 
HowuD,  Mr.  Jobs  Morkow,  and  Mr.  EuB>i 
to  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  thsir 
opinion  therenpon  to  the  House. 

Miranda'*  BxptdiHaii. 

Ur.  Lovn,  from  the  committee  to  whom  w>J 

referred,  od  the  sixteenth  instant,  the  peti^a  d 

thirty-oix  dtiMoaof  the  United  States  nor  ooo- 
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fined  »t  Cirtlmgau,  in  South  Amerioa,  ander 
nntenoa  of  Akvvtj,  mAde  a  report  thereon; 
whi^  was  read,  and  orderod  to  be  referred  to 
a  CommiUM  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

The  report  U  aa  foBom  : 

That  it  qipam,  frmi  tha  ftatsiDeiit  of  the  petitioii- 
«n,  Aa^  In  Febniaiy,  1B06,  duj  aallcd  fhmi  K*w 
Toik  a  board  die  Leudw,  a  ihip  oiread  by  Samuel 
6.  Ogden,  the  tcnunand  of  vbion  »ai,  aitor  getting 
Is  Ha,  aanmiai  bj  Gtoeral  Miranda. 

TIm^  ban  New  Terk,  fix  laid  iliip  aalled  to  Jao- 
■aal,  where  the  miA  Uininda  FToonnd  two  lehaooan, 
on  board  which  the  pelitionsii  were  placed,  which, 
higether  with  the  Laandn,  auled,  mider  the  oom- 
mud  of  Miraiida,  about  the  laat  id  Much,  ' 


fait  of  April  fclhnrii^. 

Tba^  -apaa  their  amra]  on  tb«  wid  eeatt,  the  t* 
.J...    ..  ^  on  board  whkh  the  petitianerB  weieei 


that  thev  were  entcuped 
id  HiMiiaa,  on  the  nid  ex- 


Sw  oiima  rf'piTai^,  fioin  the  oiionnistBDoei  of  wnp.- 
can  iridch  attached  to  their  ^tnatiou,  and  not  frcm 
anj"  act  of  that  kind  committed  on  iba  high  »«u  ; 
that  d>e  tan  otfaoa  abon  nentlDned  were  wntenoed 
to  death,  mod  tfaa  petitionen  nne  to  elg^  otheci  to 
tni  jvmt€  alannj,  which  they  now  an  inSeriDg  ; 
Kane  chuied  togetlier,  olhen  doiely  eoDSnod  nndet 
heaTy  traoa  and  a  guard,  defined  to  other  plaoei  and 
toriadlar  nmidunenL 

The  petotioDen  itate  that  thej 
into  Oie  eenioe  of  the  Mud  HiMnd  . 
petition,  bj  aauanoea  made  at  the  time  of  their  en- 
pgeioenta,  Oat  diey  were  to  ^  employed  in  the 
■oeiea  of  the  United  Stataii  and  ender  die  anthoi^ 
<t  the  OoTonnBeoL  For  the  tmth  of  thatr  etate- 
Baal,  and  a  ooofinnation  of  the  cbaigea  titer  tnaka 
agiinat  oeitain  penont  of  haiiiig  thnt  deeeired  and 
betiajed  thoa  into  an  tnTolontaij  oo.<^>eiaCtoD  in  the 
*w*gi  gf  fitdi^  out  an  annamant  agaiMt  a  nadiM  in 
anitr  wiA  die  Duited  State*,  tbay  reier  (e  tha  tarti- 
msiy  d'wrenl  peiaon^  nid  to  be  inlialutanti  of  the 
citf  (fStw  Yock,  and  to  IiaTO  had  piopoHli  made  to 
diam  t*™*'*"  to  tliow  by  which  du  pedtionen  were 
inifaeed  to  engage  aa  board  the  Laauder. 

Tha  petitioDcr*  also  Mate  diat  no  oppoitnni^  was 
dfoed  them  of  ewa^i^  f^om  theaemae  rfthe  udd 
UnDda  and  hi*  aaodstea  ;  titatth^wereieatraln- 
ad  ander  tlie  moat  rigmoaa  dia^iline,  and  at  Jaranel, 
ttia  only  {daoa  iriieie  an  opportunlly  of  aao^ie  mi^t 


■janmA  it.     For  die  tr^  of  this  thej  rdte  to  eer- 


Liithej 


a  etmnnittee  fmther  report  tliat  the  foragoing 
anntaamta  cf  tlie  petitionan  are 
aaj  oampaMnt  ttadioonj  in  ii^^ 

'an  nnoootradioled  by  any  oppoaing 

i    they  are  of  ownioD  tlut  a  TBiy 

babUlty    of   the    peDti<men  not  haTing 

J  ttibt  crime  of  wUtiilly  enga^ng  in  the 


be    peDda 
.  if  wUtidly  .„^    _ 

irinl  aapedition  ot  Miranda  attend*  their  ^ipUoa- 
:  firat,  beeaan  the  peddMwn  liare  made  a  de- 
"  '  'a  decepdoi 

)da*o/eTi 
r,  if  not 


Ibnnded  in  trath,  and  thna  leasn  their  chum  on  their 
ODontiy,  and  dimiiush  their  hope*  ol  liberatim :  aeo- 
ocd,  becaaaa  it  ii  prenunsd  the;  were  proven  to  the 
SpMiiih  bribniial  before  irhicb  they  vote  connoted 
to  hare  been  offimdara  in  a  leooadary  dagiee,  tlioea 
who  were  proven  Co  haie  been  more  hainouly  gnilty 
having  bees  Kutenced  to  aofier  death. 

The  committee,  bowevur,  are  of  opinion  that,  ahoold 
the  peddoners  have  been  giiil^of  a  crime  againttthe 
United  Statea  b?  a  volontir;  or  otherwiae  culpable 
in&actioa  of  iti  Iain,  the  dictates  of  humanity  no  leaa 
tlUD  the  principle!  of  juilJoe,  ought  to  indnenee  die 
Lepdatore  of  the  United  Statea  to  adc^t  the  proper 
mean*  of  reatorlng  Cham  to  their  eonntiy,  in  older 
that  tliey  may  ex{aate  the  offaoee  by  a  pnnLahment 
aoitad  to  but  not  tranaoendingdie  magnitude  of  tl^r 


Betolvi,  That  the  Pra^daat  of  the  United  Statea 
be  raqneeted  to  adopt  the  meat  immediate  and  eSea- 
cioni  meana  in  hia  power  to  obtain&om  the  Viceroy 
oT  Grenada,  in  Sovui  America,  or  other  proper  an- 
thOTi^,  the  Uberadonofthir^-dzAmerlcaacitiien^ 
oondaniiied  on  a  charge  of  piiaey,  and  now^eld  la 
-■  — ijin  thavaniUKSk  Clara, in Carthasena,  and 
bbe  aom  of  ^— dollara  be  qipniprialed  fbr  that 


TcuDA^T,  Norember  29. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New  York, 
Philip  Yak  OoBnonDT,  and  from  Boath  Caro- 
lina, Bion^BD  Wykk,  appeared,  and  took  th^ 

ate  in  the  Hooae. 

Addititmal  JBmvmtt  Cuttert. 

Ur.  KawTOH  called  for  the  order  of  the  Amj 
on  the  bill  anthoririog  the  Preaident  to  eonplay 
twelve  ad^tional  revenne  oDttera. 

The  Eooee  having  resolved  itself  into  ftOom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole, 

Hr.  NiwToir  roae  to  rtat«  that  the  Committ«e 
of  Oommeroe  and  MannfaotoFeshad  nndentood, 
from  the  proper  authorities,  there  wa»  ■  neoe»- 
nty  fbr  the  proper  aaoation  oS  the  reveane 
lawB,  that  the  force  mtder  the  direction  4^  tiw 
Treasoty  Department  shoold  be  oonsiderablr 
increased. 

Ur.  Dull,  inqnired  whether  anj  written  in- 
formatdon  tonohiog  the  neoeasi^  there  mi^t 
be  for  twdve  rev^me  onttera  liad  been  rocrtred 
by  the  nommittoin  tiny  letter  frcm  the  Seorft- 
twy  of  the  Treaanry  ?  He  thought  it  waa  d»- 
oeaaary,  if  so,  that  it  shoald  be  anbmitted  to 
tbe^naa. 

Mr.  Nbwtok  r*idied  that  there  had  tieen  no 
written  oommDnioatiOD  from  the  proper  De- 
portment to  the  committee.  They  had  not 
thooeht  it  «eeential,  having  also  nnderstood  that 
the  Becretan  of  the  Trea^uy  was  partionkrlT 
ooonpied.  However,  he  had  taken  the  ahorteat 
method,  by  w^IIdk  upon  the  Secretary  himiell 
and  had  received  uie  mftnitiatitm  before  alloded 
to.  He  had  mtderetood  that  the  probable  ex- 
pense of  eaeh  ontter  woold  be  aboni  |10,000, 
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or  1180,000  Ibr  Uie  vhol«,  each  cotter  to  o 
atxHit  twon^  m«a. 
Ur.  QuBioTthoaght  that  tb«  oomet  mode  ot 


shWd  indiioe  gentlemen  not  to  act  irithoot 
(Acial  commnnioation  upon  the  subject  Thej 
oonld  not,  upon  any  other  oonditioas,  agree  to 
00  groit  an  angmentation  of  the  force  onder 
the  direction  of  the  Tieaaoij  Depaitmeat 
There  had,  heretofbrt^  been  but  ton  oottera  em- 
ployed. Than  were  rerer  more  than  ten  when 
eommerce  wae  at  ita  height  and  the  rareniw 
flourishing.  But  now,  the  House  was  celled 
npon  to  Tote  twelve  additiMta]  onttci^  when 
we  are  without  revenoe,  withont  oommerca, 
and  there  is  no  infbrmatlon  of  an  (dMal  nature 
before  the  House  won  which  it  nugfat  aoL 

Mr.  Nkwtox  oonld  not  see  that  it  was  of  any 
e)»seqnenoe  to  the  Honse,  whether  there  had 
been  a  written  commnnieation  to  it  npoa  the 
snb^ect^  so  that  the  informatdon  came  throng 
the  proper  orgaUj  from  the  proper  anthority. 
It  was  necessary,  m  times  cS  difflcnlty  like  the 
preeent,  to  act  with  qiirit  and  promptitade. 
The  laws  shonld  be  executed  with  the  ereateet 
« take  time 


IS  always  w 


Btriotness;  and  it 
by  the  foi«look. 

Ur.  Bi.AOKi.EDQK  Bud  that  the  expense  of 
bnilding  the  oottera  woold  be  de6«yw  by  the 
detection  of  soods  attempted  to  be  smoked. 
There  had  already  been  many  oondemnations. 
They  were  taking  place  eveiT  day.  And  it 
was  to  BDpport  the  laws  that  these  cntters  had 
been  called  for. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Kswroir,  that  the  com- 
mittee rise  and  report  the  bill,  it  was  carried— 
yeas  IT,  nays  4& 

THUB8S1.T,  Norembeo'  S4. 
Another  member,  to  wit  BABKBTGABrasncB, 
Itata  Hew  Torl^  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in 
tlie  noose. 

IfoauT,  Korember  S8.  . 

Auothw  member,  to  wit,  Uatthbw  Ltok, 
from  Eentocky,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  House. 

Forei^  BelatioM. 

On  the  motion  of  Ur.  Cahpbele,  the  Honse 
ie«dved  itself  into  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  report  of  the  oommittee  on  the  snltfeot 
el  oar  forngn  relations. 

The  ftrst  reeolntion,  in  the  following  words, 
having  been  read : 

Saobud,  That  the  United  Statea  camnt,  withoat 
a  iseiifice  cT  their  lighta,  hauor,  and  iudapendeooe, 
iDbmit    to  the  Ute  adicti  of    Oreat  Biitalii  and 

Ur.  Oawbkll  opened  the  debate.  He  said 
fiiat  iH  health  had  hitherto  prevented  and  mleht 
hereafter  prevent  him  from  giving  that  attenrnm 
to  the  anttject  which  the  all-important  orims 


would  aeem  to  teqnire;  it  ma,  however,  bis 
doty  to  bring  the  soUect  twfiwa  the  Hoomu 
Tbeeonunitlee  bavti:^  ut  th^  report  presented 
to  the  Honse  the  view  ia  which  they  had  eon- 
ndered  the  anttjeot  referred  to  them,  and  the 
reasons  general^  which  induced  them  to  pre- 
sent tbeee  tesuatioDS  to  the  Honse,  he  said  it 
was  not  hia  intention  at  this  time  to  enter  into 
a  diswisHson  rfthrfr  meato.  Tboee  reasons  had 
bcMi  deemed  snSdent  by  the  eommittea  to 
jostifr  tbcan  tn  presenting  these  resoliitlons  to 
the  Honse;  and  astbeoUeetions  tothiB,if  sny 
there  were^  conldnot  beR>reseen,hewoii)da(rt 
attempt  to  antidpete  them.  According  to  the 
view  which  he  himself  had  taken  of  the  first 
reeolntion,  it  oonld  require  no  discosrion,  it  was 
too  clear  to  regnire  demonstration,  andtoosdt 
evident  to  need  i«oof  of  its  propriety.  It  mi^t 
indeed  aeem  to  reqoire  an  ^wlogy  from  the 
ocnnmitteo  fi>r  presenting  a  proposition  wluah 
every  Ameiicaii  most  king  since  have  deter- 
minad  for  himself  IThen  the  qneetkm  had 
been  first  preeented  to  his  oonsideradco,  it  had 
^ipeared  to  him  that  it  was  totally  snperflnon^ 
uid  to  be  dcdng  Httle  mcvo  than  anoonndiw  to 
the  worid  tiiat  the  United  Btatee  were  stiUin- 
dependent ;  bnt  on  farther  connderation,  it  had 
been  deemed  by  the  select  oommittee  of  some 
importance  that  in  the  present  critics!  sitnation 
of  the  United  States,  they  ahonld  fix  on  some 
point  at  which  all  wonld  meet.  Alter  a  pern- 
sal  of  the  doonments  laid  befbre  the  Honse  at 
the  opening  <£  the  aeasion,  Ur.  0.  said  it  had 
been  soppmed  that  no  one  wonld  hentato  in 
deelaiing  his  indignation  at  the  flagrant  vkda- 
IstioDi  ud  encrouhments  on  onr  righb  by  the 
belligerent  powul^  while  it  had  been  snppoeed 


they  wonld  rqtel  asgreadtm,  it 
posed  that  th^mtgh^  with  greater  probaUli^ 
of  nnanimitf,  disonss  the  course  propw  to  be 
pnrsned.  With  a  view  to  this  the  committee 
had  presented  this  rescJntion  to  the  House.  It 
was  expected  that  all  wonld  unite  in  it  and 
prove  to  the  world  that  the  Representatives  of 
ever^  portion  of  the  American  people  were  de- 
temuned  to  tnrin^in  their  rights,  lor  the  beUl- 
gerent  powers  leal^  seemed  to  suppose  that 
tiie  American  peoph  had  fbrgotten  them,  and 
had  therefore  assumed  the  ri{^t  of  preeoribing 
the  oourne  of  ooodnot  which  we  ehoold  purme. 
To  ■nbmit  to  regnlstions  of  foreign  powers^ 
which  Umited  the  oondnct  of  the  Amerioaa 
people,  and  prescribed  the  rules  by  which  they 
were  to  be  governed,  which  pointed  out  the 
very  ports  to  whit^  they  should  or  shonld  not 
go,  wnich  fixed  the  tribnte  or  tax  which  they 
Bhonld  pay,  wonld  be  not  only  to  abandon  their 
digoi^  and  honor,  bnt  to  surrender,  shamefblly 
mrreoder  onr  independence.  Mr.  C.  stud  he 
would  not  take  np  the  tune  of  the  oommitteo 
in  showing  that  the  Orders  of  Oonndl  of  Qreat 
Britain  and  the  Deorees  ot  France,  were,  on  tfaa 
part  of  those  natioQi^  an  assumption  of  power 
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to  pre  Imws  to  tliie  coantrj,  in  direct  Tiolation 
of  OUT  aeutntl  rights,  and  ui  enorooohiueiit  on 
ear  soTereigntj.  This  would  require  no  argn- 
meat,  Tlie  real  qoMtion  is,  Mid  he,  shall  we 
govBin  onrHelveg  or  be  controUed  bj  the  wilt  of 
Dthen;  ahall  we  become  tribntarjor  not,  shall 
«e  submit  or  be  independent  I  And  to  the 
NminiUee  he  cheerfoll;  left  the  dedsion  of  tliii 

qocitton. 

Hr.  HtraooxD  neit  addressed  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole.  He  obaerTed,  that  ^tlwngh  he 
hsd  tbe  honor  of  being  one  of  the  Committee 
irf  Foreign  Relatioiu,  who  framed  the  reptul 
under  conHderaCioii,  be  disBented  from  that  re- 
port in  some  reepecta.  We  had  now  arrived  at 
anotneatoasoriHisia  the  sfisirs  of  our  country, 
and  be  hoped  the  House  wonld  deliberate  with 
thti  Grmneaa  anA  moderation  which  became 
the  £«preseiitativee  of  the  free  and  independent 
people  tbey  hod  the  honor  to  repreaent  on  thi3 
>J!  iBteresting  concern.  However  tbe^  might . 
differ  on  amfuW  points  of  minor  importance, 
}ct  «hai  the  best  interest  of  the  eoantrj  was 
at  stake,  he  hoped  tliej  wonld  unite  in  some 
mode  to  secure  our  rights  and  promote  the ' 
intowts  of  the  United  Statea.  The  proposi- 
tion which  he  had  the  honor  to  mo7e  a  few 
diji  a^,  was  consonant  in  some  degree  to  the 
iiHtnictioas  offered  by  our  Hinistera  to  Great 
Britain  and  France,  offering  to  remove  the  em- 
baigo  in  relation  to  either  that  shoold  rescind 
thnr  obnoxious  decrees.  Neither  of  them 
hating  receded,  Mr.  M.  sud  he  would  oontinoe 
the  embar]go  in  relation  to  them  both.  Nay, 
Inrther,  he  would  indict  the  Beverest  penalties 
on  my  one  who  shonid  receive  a  license  or 
Tidnotarily  pay  tribute  to  either  of  them.  He 
eeosderea  them  both  alilie.  He  wished  to  see 
the  eoantry  placed  in  a  complete  posture  of 
defenoe;  but  be  conld  Dot  see  any  good  reason 
wby  we  (bould  not  trade  with  those  nations 
who  were  wilUng  to  receive  as  on  friendly 
torpiB,  and  to  trade  with  us  on  the  principles  of 
reeoprocity  and  mntnal  interests.  This  would 
not  oompromit  the  honor  of  the-nation.  Even 
admitting  ttist  it  might  posubly  lead  to  war, 
which  he  donbted,  ho  was  convinced  that  the 
citiiens  of  this  oooatry  would  rise  en  matte  in 
Report  of  tbat  commerce  which  neither  France 
■or  England  had  any  right  to  interdict.  He 
£d  presoma,  with  all  the  zeal  of  some  gentle- '. 
men  for  irritaliog  measnres,  it  was  not  seri- 
nnly  contemplated  to  declare  war  agunst  all 
wmtinrt;  he  was  for  having  at  least  a  few 
fricnda  in  case  <rf  need.  What  was  onr  rituv 
ti(B  nowf  The  PresideDt  of  the  United  States 
hid  bdd  tliem,  after  apeakiug  of  France  and 
Ei^land,  that  "our  relatjons  with  the  other 
fawvn  at  Europe  had  undergone  no  material 
(^mge  rince  the  last  session."  This  being  the 
CMe,  oar  commerce  was  open  with  them  all 
wt  Francs  and  Great  Britain  and  their  de- 
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Mr,  Qbdot. — Mr.  Chwrman,  I  am  not,  in 
geicral,  a  friend  to  abstract  lenolation.  Os- 
tndations  dedaratioo  of  geuoru  priociples  is 
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so  ofl«n  the  resort  of  weakness  and  of  igno- 
rance, it  is  BO  frequently  the  snbterfoge  of  men 
who  are  willing  to  amuse,  or  who  mean  to  de- 
lude the  people,  that  it  is  with  great  relnotanoe 
I  yield  to  saoh  a  course  my  sanction,  , 

If,  however,  a  formal  denunciation  of  a  de- 
termination to  perform  oue  of  the  most  com- 
mon and  undeniable  of  national  duUee,  be 
deemed  by  a  m^ority  of  this  House  essential 
to  their  character,  or  to  the  attainment  of  pnl> 
lie  confidence,  I  am  willing  to  admit  that  the 
one  now  tiered  is  as  nnezceptionable  as  any  it 
woold  be  likely  to  propoae. 

In  this  view,  however,  I  la^  wholly  out  of 
sight  the  report  of  the  oommittee  by  which  it 
is  accompanied  and  introdnoed.  The  course 
advocated  in  that  report  ia,  in  my  opinion, 
loathsome;  the  ^irit  it  breathes  diegraceM; 
the  temper  it  is  likely  to  inspire  neither  caloQ' 
lated  to  regain  the  rights  we  have  lost,  nor  to 
preserve  tttoee  which  rem^n  to  us.  It  b  aa 
established  maxim,  that  in  adopting  a  resolu- 
tion offered  by  a  oommittee  in  this  House,  no 
member  is  hedged  to  support  the  reoMwing, 
or  made  qionsor  for  the  facts  whidk  they  have 
seen  fit  to  iaastt  in  it.  I  exercise,  therefore,  a 
common  right,  when  I  subscribe  to  the  resolu- 
tion, not  on  the  principles  of  the  committee, 
bat  on  those  which  obviously  reeolt  from  its 
terms,  and  ore  the  plain  meaning  of  iCa  ez- 
preasions. 

I  agree  to  this  residution,  becans«^  in  my  aip- 
prehension,  it  ofibrs  a  solemn  fJedge  to  this  na- 
tion— *  pledge  not  to  be  mistaken,  and  not  to 
be  evaded— that  the  present  eyatem  of  public 
measDrea  shall  be  totally  abandoned.  Adopt 
it,  and  there  is  an  end  of  the  policy  of  deserting 
onr  rights,  nnder  pretence  of  maintaining  them. 
Adopt  it,  and  we  can  no  longer  yield,  at  the 
book  of  haughty  belligerents,  me  right  of  navi- 
gating the  ocean,  that  choice  Inheritance  be- 
qu^^ed  to  us  by  onr  fathers.  Adopt  it,  and 
Uiere  is  a  termination  of  that  base  and  abject 
submission,  by  which  this  country  has  for  toeee 
eleven  months  l>een  disgraced,  and  bronglit  to 
the  brink  of  ruin. 

That  the  natural  inport  and  neoasaary  impli- 
oation  of  the  terms  of  this  resolution  are  snch 
aa  I  have  saggested,  will  be  apparent  from  a 
very  transient  consideration.  What  do  its 
terms  neccMarily  include?  They  contain  an 
assertion  and  a  pledge.  The  assertion  is,  that 
the  edioU  of  Great  Britain  and  France  are  con- 
trary to  onr  rights,  honor,  and  independence. 
The  pledge  is,  that  we  will  not  submit  to  them. 

Concerning  the  aasertioa  contained  in  this 
resolution  I  would  say  notliiDg,  were  it  not  that 
I  fear  those  who  have  so  Long  been  in  the  habit 
of  looking  at  the  orders  and  decrees  of  foreign 
powers  as  the  measure  of  the  rights  of  our  own 
citizens,  aad  been  accustomed,  in  direct  subser- 
viency to  them,  of  prohibiting  commerce  alto- 
gether, might  apprehend  that  there  was  some 
lurking  duiger  in  such  on  assertion.  They 
may  be  assured  there  can  be  nothing  more 
harmlees.    Neither  Great  Biitun  nor  France 
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ever  preuaded  that  thom  ediota  i 
with  American  ri^ta ;  on  the  eontnrj,  both 
these  Dotioiu  ground  those  edicts  on  the  princi- 
ple of  imperions  necaBait;,  which  ftdmits  the 
iqjnatioe  dooe  at  the  very  instant  of  eiecnting  the 
act  (tfcwpreanOn^  No  gentlemen  need  to  have 
any  ^fficolty  in  Bcrewing  his  ooorage  np  to  thU 
awertioii.  Neither  of  the  belligerents  will  oontra- 
diotit  Mr. Tnrrean  and  Mr.Erakioe  wiU  both 
of  them  oonntecrign  tb»  dAolarstion  tA-morroir. 

Vith  respect  to  the  pledge  cootuned  in  this 
rceolutjon,  andentood  aoooiding  to  its  tme  im- 
port, it  is  a  ^rioos  one.  It  <q>ens  new  pros- 
pects. Itpromiaeeaohaogeinthedi^Maitionof 
this  Hoiue,  It  is  a  stdemn  assnrattae  to  the  na- 
tion that  it  will  no  Imger  sabmit  to  tliese 
ediota.  It  remuns  for  jo.  iJierefore,  to  cotuid- 
er  what  enbmission  ia,  and  what  the  pledge  not 
to  submit  implies. 

One  man  submits  to  the  order,  decree,  or 
edict  oi  another,  when  he  does  that  thing  which 
anoh  order,  decree,  or  edict  commands;  or 
when  he  omits  to  do  tiiat  thing  which  aach 
order,  decree,  or  edict  pmhibita.  This,  then, 
la  Bubmisuoo.  It  is  to  take  the  will  of  another 
as  the  measure  of  oor  ri^ts.  It  is  to  yield  to 
his  power — to  go  where  he  directs,  or  to  refrain 
from  going  where  he  fortnds  ns. 

If  1^  be  tubminion,  then  the  pledge  not  to 
nbmit  impUea  the  reverse  of  all  this.  It  ie  a 
solemn  declaration  tliat  we  will  not  do  that 
thing  which  ench  order,  decree,  or  edict  com 
mands,  or  that  we  will  do  what  it  prohibits. 
This,  then,  is  freedom.  This  is  honor.  This  is 
independence.  It  condsts  in  taking  the  natnre 
of  things,  and  not  the  will  of  another,  as  the 
measore  of  onr  rights.  What  Gtod  and  Natnre 
has  offered  ns  we  will  eqjoy,  in  despite  of  the 
oommanda,  regardlees  of  the  menaces  of  iniqui- 
tous power. 

Let  ns  t^i^T  these  correct  and  nndeniable 
prindples  to  the  edicts  <rf  Qreat  Britain  and 
France,  and  the  conaeqnent  abandonment  of 
the  ocean  by  the  American  Government,  The 
dwtoM  of  France  prohibit  us  &om  trading 
with  Great  Britain.  The  orders  of  Great  Bri- 
tain prohibit  nafromtrading  with  France.  And 
what  do  wet  Why,  in  ^rect  aubserviescy 
to  the  edicts  of  each,  we  prohibit  our  citizens 
from  trading  with  either.  We  do  more ;  as  if 
nnqnalilied  sabmiBsion  was  not  hnmilialing 
enon^h,  we  deeoend  to  an  act  of  snpererc^a- 
titm  m  servility ;  we  abandon  trade  altogeth- 
er; we  not  only  re&ain  from  that  partioolar 
trade  which  their  respective  edicts  prescribe, 
hot.  test  the  ingenuity  of  oar  merchants  should 
enable  them  to  evade  thur  operations,  to  make 
sabmia^on  doubly  sure,  the  American  Govern- 
ment virtosUy  re-enact  the  edicts  of  the  bellige- 
rents, and  abandon  all  the  trade  which,  not- 
withstanding the  practical  effects  of  their  edicts 
remain  to  us.  The  same  conclusion  will  re- 
sult, if  we  consider  onr  embargo  in  relation  to 
the  otgects  of  this  belligerent  policy.  France, 
by  her  edicts,  would  comprcBs  Great  Britain 
by  destroying  her  commerce  and  ontting  off 


her  supplies.  All  the  continent  of  Etnqie,  is 
the  band  oT  Bonaparte,  is  made  subwrviuit  lo 
this  policy.  The  embargo  law  of  the  Umted 
Stales,  in  its  operation,  is  a  nnioa  with  ^ 
continental  coslition  a^^inst  British  aomnm^ 
at  the  very  moment  moet  aoqiidons  to  ia 
gnoceaa.  C^  any  thing  he  more,  in  ^ract  bob- 
serviency  to  the  views  of  the  French  Empenrl 
If  we  ooniider  the  orders  of  Great  Ihitua, 
the  result  will  be  Uie  same.  I  proceed  it  pr» 
ent  on  the  aopposilion  of  a  perfect  imp>rtis£tj 
in  our  Administration  towards  both  b«lUg«- 
rents,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  embargo  hv. 
Great  Britain  had  two  objecta  in  iisauig  W 
orders.  First,  to  excite  discontent  in  the  peo- 
ple of  the  continent,  by  depriving  tbam  d 
their  accustomed  cohmial  supplies.  Second, 
to  secure  to  herself  that  commerce  of  vhitfa 
she  deprived  neutrals.  Our  embargo  co-op«- 
atea  with  the  British  views  in  both  respecta. 
By  our  dereliction  of  the  ocean,  the  contiD^ 
ia  much  more  deprived  at  the  sdvantaga  d 
commerce  tbau  it  would  be  poeribU  ix  He 
British  navy  to  effect,  and  by  removii^  ow 
competitiou,  all  the  commerce  of  the  cuitiiiait 
which  can  be  forced  ia  wholly  left  to  be  re^ 
by  Great  Britain.  The  language  of  esch  iot- 
ereign  ia  in  direct  conformity  to  these  ideal 
Napoleon  tells  the  American  Uinister,  virto- 
ally,  Chat  we  are  very  good  Americans ;  thai, 
although  he  will  not  allow  the  property  he  hu 
in  his  hands  to  escape  him,  nor  deeut  from 
burning  and  capturing  onr  vessels  on  evety  oe- 
oamon,  yet  that  he  is,  thus  far,  aatiefied  witli 
our  co-operation.  And  what  ia  the  langnigs 
of  George  the  Third,  when  our  Minister  pit- 
senis  to  hia  consideration  the  embargo  lOT ' 
Is  it  £«  Soi  I'atutra  f  The  King  will  raflert 
upon  them.  No ;  it  is  the  pure  language  tt 
royal  approbation,  L»  Boi  U  Mut,  The  Sing 
wills  it.  Were  yon  colonies  he  could  eipM* 
no  more.  His  sntjeots  as  inevitably  get  tint 
commerce  which  you  abandon  as  the  water 
will  certainly  run  into  the  only  channel  vtuco 
remains  after  sll  the  others  are  obstmclod. 
In  whatever  point  of  view  we  consider  tbtse 
embargo  laws  in  relation  to  theee  edicts  andda- 
creee,  we  ahall  Snd  them  co-operating  witb 
each  belligerent  in  its  policy.  In  this  w^,  1 
grant,  our  conduct  may  be  impartial ;  bat  whit 
has  become  of  our  American  rif^ts  to  nsvigsle 
the  ocean  t  They  sre  abandoned,  in  etHd  ooD- 
fbrmity  to  the  decrees  of  both  belligBieiila 
This  resolution  declares  that  we  shall  noloog*' 
submit  to  anoh  degrading  humiliations^  littl* 
as  I  relish,  I  will  take  it,  as  the  harbingff  of 
a  new  day— the  pledge  of  a  new  system  of  mcaa- 


VmintaDAT,  November  80. 

Foraign  Btlatioru. 

"Si.  Ricsabd  U.  Jomm>s. — I  am  more  thai 

astonished   to  see   this  House  innndated  by 

every  mail  with  publications,  from  the  Eaa^ 

declaring  that  we  have  no  cause  of  oMUi^sint 
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•gainst  Great  Britsin ;  that  w«  shonid  rescind 
the  prodamatioii  of  kiterdiot  a^iaiiiBt  British 
wmed  veswls^  that  we  Bhoufd  repeal  tbe  noo- 
importtttion  law^  that  the  embargo  shonld  be 
taken  off  as  to  Grejtt  Britain;  that  we  should 
go  to  WW  with  Fnmce.;  &at  pnnotilio  prevents 
a  settlement  of  oar  differences  witJi  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  iovitine  the  people  to  viokte  juid  disre- 
^rd  the  eaiibsKgo,  to  pat  tbe  Isws  and  the  'Coit> 
■titntioii  at  deSanca,  and  rise  in  rebellion. 

These  eonsiderstlons  induced  me  to  exniuine 
this  nutter,  and  to  prove  to  eweiy  hooefit  Amor- 
iem,  what,  we  all  believe  in  tUs  plooe,  thu  tbe 
object  of  one  power,  is  to  d««tPoj  our  oeHtraliCy 
and  iBTolve  ns  ia  tlio  conTnlsing  wars  of  lEa- 
rope ;  and  tlie  vl^ject  of  the  other,  a  monopol; 
M  cor  oomniene,  and  the  destmetion  of  our 
freedotn  and  iDd^>endeDce.  Let  evideaoe  «a 
OTDdBsive  as  faolj  writ  put  Ute  «neniies  of  this 
inadled  ttyaaOy  to  ebame.  We  «re  informed 
bj  oar  Minister  in  loadon,  (Mr.  Uonroe,)  in  a 
commiuiication  dated  AdxqbL,  180T,  that  a  war 
party  of  powerftil  ootnbuiBtioa  and  Inflaence 
«xisud  Id  Great  Britdo,  who  wanted  to  extend 
their  xtyagee  to  this  oonnti7;  that  we  (KXild 
not  make  osJooIations  upon  tbe  justice  of  Great 
Britiiii{  tliat  inhermanyassncapticuis  of  power 
«Dd  priDciple  she  woald  jield  but  from  the  eb- 
«olnte  Deoe»t7.  Who  is  this  war  partj  t  Tlie 
British  navj,  to  whom  we  have  opened  oar 
ports,  «nd  extended  all  the  ho^italitiea  of  a 
generous  nadoo-  while  in  tbe  «^}o7nteiit  of 
wLkh  that  vei^  uav;  waged  war  against  onr 
DDoffending  dtiaens.  The  ship  owners,  the 
East  and  West  India  aMrchants,  and  what  eanse 
have  they  for  war  I  Tbe  enteiprisiqg  cidiens 
<rftbe  Cnited  States  have  been  thdr  rivals  and 
•aperkire  in  a  lawfiil  and  profitable  commerce ; 
and,  lattlf,  political  characters  at  high  conaid- 
eration,  Tbeae  eompoee  this  war  partj.  In 
Jannarj,  1801,  in  an  offidal  eoinmonioation  of 
Ur.  Uadison,  Hr.  Uonroe  is  ohai;ged  with  the 
mppreaaioo  of  impreesment  as  his  primary  ob- 
ject; Sd,  the  detbititn  of  blockade^  Sd,  the 
Kdoction  of  tbe  list  of  cootraband ;  iti,  the 
^argement  of  onr  trade  with  hosUle  colonies. 
ne  iiegoliatioD  opens,  and  what  is  done  J  With 
Maatty  and  ezertioiL  onr  Hinister  was  nnable 
to  bring  the  British  Cabinet  to  anv  amicable 
ami^emeat.  Lords  Hawkesbory,  Hairowby, 
Ibilgrava,  and  Ur.  Fox,  sncoeeded  each  other, 
■■d  every  attempt  to  oegotiate  was  in  voio. 
Each  of  tbem  bnngs  ezpressioas  of  good  will 
and  good  di^Kieition  towards  t^  United  States, 
and  a  wi^  for  amicable  arrangement.  Bat 
thcae  prcrfeMons  and  di^MwitionB  evaporate  in 
tovitaciaDa  to  tJie  cotuttry  and  the  city — in 
{•tKBiaee  and  procrastinations.  To-daj  we  are 
■moaad  wUh  a  conversatioa  at  the  ftirtign  offloe, 
wUdi  animatea  with  a  live]}'  bop»— to-morrow 
hope  b  swallowed  up  in  despair — and  the  third 
day  annoBitcee  aome  new  ugjnrr.  AfiMrs  oa 
&e  eondaent  now  oaU  the  attention  of  the  Bri- 
tfafa  Hinlitry,  and  with  evei^  disposition  of 
fpoi  will  there  most  be  a  pause,  m  this  ami- 
«aUe  paaw  Trunin  nmr  required  that  onr  Minister 


shonld  Ko  to  Old  Sp^n ;  bat  npon  his  retnra  to 
England,  what  astoniahmeat  seiaed  his  mind  at 
the  sad  spectacle  the  changing  scenes  preeeoted. 
Uader  tbe  old  role  of  'C6,  and  other  iuterpola- 
tioDS  upon  pnblio  law,  onr  merchant  vessels  ar« 
swept  iroia  the  bosom  of  tbe  ocean  without  no- 
tice, by  Bridsh  cruisers,  and  carried  Into  British 
ports  tor  condemnation.  But  why  thischnnget 
A  coalition  had  been  formed  in  the  North 
against  France.  British  gold  e%cted  it.  Rns- 
BU  and  Anptria  had  combined  against  France, 
and  here  the  hopes  of  England  rented. 

But  we  all  know  her  hopes  were  blasted. 
Ihis  is  the  reason  why  the  blow  was  aimed, 
and  yonr  commcroe  sacriOced.  The  remon- 
strances of  onr  Minister  conld  not  keep  pace 
with  new  aggreeiaona.  This  tempoHxing  policy 
of  England,  and  tbe  destmctioti  of  onr  com- 
merce, bnried  psr^  spirit  in  America  for  the 
moment  and  produced  an  jodigiumt  protest 
against  ber  conduct  frooi  tbe  great  commerpal 
cities  in  tbe  Union,  In  which  their  Uvea  and 
their  property  wore  pledged  to  support  the 
GovemmeDtiBmeasnreao^usC retaliation.  Ajid 
on  this  occasico  tbe  merchants  of  Boston  re- 
quested the  President  to  send  a  special  Envoy 
to  England,  to  give  a  greater  solemnity  to  onr 
cl^iDS  of  indemnity  and  htare  seooritj.  The 
oaose  of  the  merchants  became  a  oommon  cause, 
and  tbe  non-imjiortatioa  law  was  enacted,  ana 
Mr.  Knkney  sent  as  a  special  Minister,  agree- 
ably to  request.  Let  tbe  commereiBl  mterest 
cease  to  complain.  It  is  for  them  principally 
that  we  now  soRbr.  These  deepfy-inflict«d 
WQiKids  npon  the  oommerce  of  America,  in- 
gulfed for  a  moment  the  consideration  of  the 
primai;  object  of  Mr.  Monroe's  mlsKon — the 
impressment  of  seamen — and  it  wonid  seem, 
that  when  onr  Minister  pressed  one  great  sub- 
ject of  complaint,  some  greater  outrage  was 
oommilt«d  to  draw  onr  attention  from  Uie  for- 
mer  injniy.  Thus  tbe  unavailing  eiertions  of 
onr  Minister  tor  upwards  of  two  years  at  the 
Court  of  SU  James,  eventuated  in  an  extraordi- 
nary mission,  and  the  &on-importaticn  law;  a 
measure  of  retaliation,  and  which  rendered  oa 
less  dependent  upon  a  foreign  Government  for 
sDch  articles  as  can  be  manofactured  at  home. 


Mr.  Fox.  He  came  into  office  abont  the  1st  of 
Febmarf,  On  the  filst  of  May,  information 
was  received  in  London  of  the  extra  mission  of 
Mr.  IMnkney.  Mr.  Monroe,  therefore,  had  an 
opportunity  of  about  four  months  with  Mr, 
Fox  to  setUe  onr  differences,  without  any  inter- 
ruption, not  even  the  ideal  one  which  has  been 
suggested,  as  giving  a  temporary  stay  to  tbe 
negotiation,  viz:  the  waiting  tbe  arrival  of  Mr. 
Piokney.  The  United  States  had  a  right  to 
expect  aometbing  like  Jnstioe  from  this  able 
Uinister,  because  he  entertained  a  sincere  desire 
to  conciliate  the  friendship  of  this  nation  by 
acta  of  jostice.  Bnt  in  thb  J  ust  expectation  we 
were  dU^)polnted.  The  hostility  Mother  mem- 
bCfB  <^  the  CaUnet  with  whom  be  was  asaooiat- 
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ed,  waa  the  rtttl  oanw  of  diffioaltf.  Joined  per- 
Laps  viUi  his  sodden  iDdispoutkHi  uid  de«tli. 
Ur.  Fuz  acknowledged  our  right  to  the  ooloaul 
trade;  he  promiaed  to  stop  the  oaptare  and 
oondanmatioD  of  onr  loarotiant  vetBsik;  bnt 
when  prvaaed  to  anawer  out  complainta  in  writ- 
ing, be  promised,  bat  broke  that  promise,  and 
'nltimatelj  raftiaad  to  give  anv  oraera  witlk  t»- 
■pect  to  the  capture  and  couaemnalion  of  onr 
Tesaels.  Thna  the  golden  aml»  waa  presented 
to  onr  gra^  and  then  soatoiied  forever  from 
onr  Bight. 

Now  let  the  committee  att«nd  to  the  chapter 
of  oegoUation,  which  produced  the  r«|ject«d 
bvatr.  Firat,  the  sabjeot  of  blockade  la  pro- 
poaeo,  and  a  de&udon  demanded.  We  denied 
the  doctrine  of  paper  breastworks,  q>arionB  and 
illegitimate  blockades,  to  b«  executed  in  ever; 
aea  bj  the  Britiab  Navy,  of  which  oar  neutral 
rights  were  the  victims.  Such  as  the  blookade 
of  the  coast  of  Enrope  Irom  the  Elbe  to  Brest, 
of  Ihe  Elbe,  the  Weiaer  and  Ems.  The  whde 
coast  gf  Old  Spain,  of  the  Dardanelles,  and 
Smyrna,  and  of  Oora^oa.  Upon  t^  sabjeot, 
Great  Britaia  would  yield  nothing. 

2.  No  doty  can  be  laid  npon  American  ez' 
portly  bat  Great  Britain  imposes  a  dnty  of  foor 
percent,  npon  her  exports  to  the  United  Statet, 
onder  the  name  of  a  coqtoj  dnty ;  by  which 
dnty  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  pay  to 
Great  Britain  an  annnal  amount  of  $1,800,000 ; 
bat  upon  this  nnfrieodly  discrimination  she  will 
yield  nothing. 

8.  Upon  the  search  of  merchant  veaaols  ahe 
would  yield  nothing. 

4.  Upon  the  colonial  trade  ahe  impoaed  new 
restrictions.  She  would  yield  nothing ;  a  trade 
which  prodaced  the  United  States  revenue  to 
the  amount  of  tl,800,000  per  annum;  and  fur- 
nished exports  Irom  the  United  States  of  $S0,- 
000,000  annually. 

5.  Upon  the  West  India  trade  ahe  would  yield 
nothing,  and  apon  die  East  India  trade  she  im- 
posed new  restrictions. 

e.  upon  the  impressment  of  seamen,  the  sub- 
ject was  too  delicate ;  she  was  fitting  for  her 
azistence;  she  woold  yield  nothing. 

7.  Upon  the  mutual  navigation  of  the  St. 
Lawrence,  so  important  to  the  Northern  Stat«s, 
they  would  yield  nothing ;  bnt  would  demand 
a  monop<Jy  of  the  for  trade,  and  influenoe  over 
tlie  Indians  within  onr  own  limits.  Thna  ended 
the  chapter  of  negotiation. 

I  torn  with  iniUgnaUon  from  this  to  a  new 
qieoiesofiqJary.invi^ruigtheeTeQlaoonneotod 
with  and  preceding  the  Preddent's  proclama- 
tion interdicting  the  armed  vessels  of  Great 
Britain  from  our  watera.  I  allnde  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  nfficera  of  the  British  navy,  and  the 
evident  connivance  of  the  Britjah  Government. 
I  will  only  mention  three  prominent  cases : 

1st.  The  Cambriau,  and  other  British  crois- 
ert^  commanded  by  Captain  Bradley,  who  en- 
tered the  port  of  New  York,  and  in  defiance  of. 
the  Government  arrested  a  merchant  vessel,  and 
impressed  into  tlie  ships  of  war  a  number  of: 


seamen  and  passengers,  refused  to  fniraidM 
them  upon  demand,  sod  remsted  the  offlcoi, 
Bwved  with  regnlar  prooeai  of  law  for  the  par- 
pose  of  arresting  the  offenders. 

Sd.  The  ease  trf  the  Leander,  Capt  Thitlif, 
with  other  British  armed  veas^  hovotDC 
abont  New  York,  veziogdie  trade  of  that  port, 
arresting  a  coasting  vea^  of  tlie  Uidtsd  StatM 
by  firing  a  cannon,  which  'entered  the  vend 
and  kilkd  J<^  Pierce.  The  murder  of  Rem, 
a  bet  BO  notorious,  oonld  not  be  proved  in  a 
sham  trial  in  England,  though  the  most  naa* 
oeptionabte  charaetera  are  sent  as  wituesM 
from  the  United  State* ;  and  not  even  an  ex- 
planation is  made  to  aaliafy  thiaconntiyfartlw 
mnrder  of  a  citiien.  Call  upcm  the  diiiviB  d 
New  York,  who  saw  the  bo^  tit  Ihor  sUn^ 
tered  countryman  ;  ask  the  mourmBg  rtjatiTM 
of  the  murdered  Pierea,  whether  he  was  slua 
or  not  I  Bnt  frorn  this  tra^pc  aoene  we  mart 
torn  to  one  of  a  deeper  hue. 

Sd.  The  attack  npon  the  Chesapeake.  "Ok 
veeael  had  J  oat  left  the  shores  (rf' Yirginia,  lesTiag 
the  British  ship  of  war,  the  Lecnard,  enjojiiig 
the  hoq>italities  of  oar  laws.  The  Gheaspaka 
was  bound  to  the  Uediterranean  in  defenea  d 
onr  rights.  One  hnndred  and  seventy  Ameil- 
can  tais  were  on  board,  who  bad  oodertaksD 
thia  honorable  enterprise.  Unsuqjidont  cf 
barm,  while  their  rough  cheeks  were  bedevel 
with  tears  in  parting  from  their  fHends  tod 
country,  their  powder-horns  empty,  rods  mis- 
laid, wads  too  large,  guns  pot  primed— all  wM 
oonfotaoiL  In  this  nnhappy  moment  the  dms- 
senger  of  death  comes.  The  unfortunate  Bamn 
refnsee  to  permit  bis  men  to  be  mustered  by  ^ 
but  an  American  officer.  His  Govuitmeni  hid 
given  Uie  command.  This  is  the  provocstiML 
The  vessel  is  attacked,  and,  withoat  resstaiice, 
^ht  are  wonoded,  three  are  kiUed^  and  fbor 
taken  and  carried  into  British  service,  one  id 
whom  has  been  hung  as  a  malefactor  in  Son 
Sootia.  It  has  been  said  that  the  0«dd«e  cf 
liberty  was  bom  of  the  ocean.  At  this  Bdenm 
crins,  when  the  blood  of  these  American  ae^- 
men  mingled  with  the  wavea,  then  this  Nt 
nymph  arose  indignant  from  the  angry  biUow, 
and,  like  a  redeeming  spirit,  kindled  in  every 
bosom  indignation  and  reeeutment.  A  nitioii 
of  patriots  haTe  enreeaed  their  resentment,  mi 
the  Bonnd  has  reached  the  ntmoat  beonds  Olilit 
habitable  worli  Let  a  reasoDing  world  Judge 
whether  the  PreMdent'a  proolamaticm  was  too 
strong  fw  this  state  of  thlnga,  and  whether  it 
should  be  rescinded  witbont  atcMwmcait 

Do  the  wrongs  of  this  nation  end  with  thi> 
outrage!  No.  Clouds  thicken  npon  D5;oiir 
wrongs  are  still  increased ;  during  the  HDffl- 
hility  of  this  nation,  and  without  atonunest 
for  the  attack  npon  the  Obeeapeake,  onthelSth 
October,  1807,  a  proclamation  iasnes  from  the 
British  Oabinet  req>ecting  seafaring  penoUi 
enlarging  the  principles  of  former  encroach- 
ments npon  the  practice  of  imprcMment.  This 
prodamation  makes  it  the  indispensable  duly 
of  her  naval  offloers  to  enter  the  unarmed  mer- 
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dnDC  ve»«la  of  the  United  States,  and  imprcM 
M  many  of  the  crew  as  at  pettf  and  interested 
UTsl  offioer  may  without  trial  point  oat  as 
Biilish  Bobjecta.  The  pretenmw  ia  not  «oa- 
Gned  to  tke  aMnh  aitor  deserters,  but  extended 
tomasten,  carpenten,  and  natnfalized  citUens 
cf  the  United  Sutiea — tfaos  extendii^  their  mn- 
■udpal  Iaws  to  our  merdiaiit  vessels  and  this 
eoBDtrv,  and  denping  os  the  right  of  making 
law*  np(»  the  snbject  of  naturalization.  Hie 
pirtnen  of  Briti^  and  Scotch  merchants  can 
Qorer  their  property  and  their  merchandise  from 
other  nations  nnaec  the  nentral  flag  of  the 
Coiled  States  to  Leghorn,  AmEterdam,  Hant- 
bni^  Ac  But  the  patriotio  Iriahraan  or  Eng- 
Gitmun  who  has  soQght  thia  protecting  asylnm 
of  liberty,  are  not  seenrad  by  omr  flag  from  the 
mUess  &iigs  of  a  JBiitiah  press-gang.  And  at 
thiaverv  monHntoiirQsdve  citizens  and  adopt- 
ed brethrwi,  to  a  considerable  nnmber,  are 
doomed  to  the  most  intolerable  thraldom  in  the 
BritisbnaTylw  this  degrading  praoticft.  There 
die  freedmn  o(  oar  dtiaens  depends  npon  the 
weiKjat  naval  officers  of  Great  Biitaiti;  and, 
i^on  thia  mbjeet,  every  proporitioD  for  aiTaog»- 
meot  is  trampled  down  ny  these  oqiost  preten- 
mmm.  la&xmaJaoa  was  jost  received  of  the 
execatiiw  of  the  Berlin  Decree,  when  the  pa- 
p«i  from  evBTjr  qott^r  annookced  the  exist- 
ence ctf  the  British  Orders  ia  Cooneil,  making 
a  sweeping  daah  at  onr  rightful  oommeroe, 
Gomething  most  be  done.  The  events  which 
been  have  retraced,  ail  preewd  npon  ns.  The 
treatment  of  obt  Uinieter,  and  his  nnavullng 
exertion* ;  the  reanlt  of  tlie  negotiiilion  which 
gave  birth  to  the  rcJ6Ct«d  treaty ;  Ae  memo- 
rials of  the  merehanla;  the  ontn^iM  ooitdaot 
of  the  Britidi  naval  officers  npon  onr  seaboard ; 
the  eoonivattee  at  their  etmdoot  bv  the  British 
Govcnment;  the  proclamation  of  October  14, 
1807 ;  the  exeoatlon  of  the  Berlin  Decree, 
and  the  Ordens  in  Oonneil.  Theee  oon- 
■idfirations  required  the  arm  of  Government, 
and  at  this  inaospidoaa  period,  when  the 
doods  whidi  hod  so  long  threatened  and 
dariceoed  oar  political  boriton  gathered  to  a 
Ihiek  and  horriUe  tempeat,  which  now  seemed 
about  to  bnnt  npon  onr  devoted  nation,  the 
MDhargo  Hutdiea  oar  prtwer^  from  the  storm, 
and  delved  the  thnnderboltof  ita  real  ealami- 
tiea.  lite  effecte  of  this  raeamK  at  home  and 
abroad,  uotwitbatuiding  its  ineonveniencea, 
win  best  atteet  the  wisdom  of  the  measure, 
wUdk  will  be  inoreaaed  in  its  efficacy  by  a  total 
Don-impMlation  law.  As  a  meaanre  of  ooer- 
doo  opoD  otbei  naUons,  I  not  only  have  the 
tfna^pest  hopes,  but  also  a  lational  confidence 
in  it,  fbnnded  apon  the  most  oondonve  evi- 
teice.  Tlie  misrepreeeatations  in  this  ooantry, 
the  violalk>na  of  the  embargo,  and  the  hope  at 
"'""ging  the  parties  in  the  United  States,  or  of 
pndod^  a  separation  of  fbe  States;  theee 
wiscalcBlatioiM  wve  deatroyed  entirely  the  eS^ 
eaey  of  this  mearare,  and  been  a  main  caose 
^rtiy  Grat  Britain  hn  not  relaxed  in  her  injns- 
tiee  tcvvds  ApMrioa.    Asd  if  we  can  rigidly 


enforce  this  system,  my  oonfldenee  is  nndtrain- 
ished,  my  bith  strong  that  the  United  States 
will  have  reasonable  terms  offered  to  them. 
Tet  the  violators  of  your  laws  have  been  the 
great  caose  why  the  present  state  ot  things  has 
been  protracted.  They  are  as  infamons  as  the 
cowtxiys  in  the  Bevointlon,  who  embodied 
themselves  to  feed  onr  enemies  with  the  only  cow 
of  a  weeping  widow,  or  a  poor  soldier  who  was 
flgfating  for  his  country.  The  commerce  of  the 
United  States  with  the  West  Indiea,  the  Coa- 
tjnent  of  Europe,  and  Great  Britain,  will  pre- 
sent to  this  committee  the  evidence  npon 
which  this  foith  is  bottomed.  The  United 
States  have  ftimishcd  the  We«t  Indies  with  the 
eeseotiols  of  existence,  and  also  have  afforded  a 
market  for  the  ooloniid  prodace  of  those  ialanda. 
In  fact,  they  cannot  live  without  provisions 
from  the  United  States  in  the  present  state  of 
the  woild.  Theee  islands  have  been  redoeed  to 
wretohedneea  and  want  already,  notwithstand- 
ing the  violations  of  the  Mnbai^,  and  floor,  we 
teu1^haa  been  aahlghas«20,  |80,  $«0,  #00, 
ondSSOperborreL  The  vast  importance  of  these 
possessions  alone,  to  the  mother  ooanlry,  night 
have  been  soffldent  to  have  produced  a  settle- 
ment of  oar  differences,  if  other  eoniriderations 
hod  not  prevented.  Attend  to  the  trade  with 
EBffland  and  the  continent  previoas  to  the 
Orders  in  Oonneil,  The  onnnol  exports  ot 
British  mannfactnres  to  the  United  States 
amoont  to  twelve  million  poanda  steriing.  la 
eichange  A>r  these  mann&ctared  articles,  Great 
Britain  receives  to  the  amonnt  of  fonr  millioo 
poands  sterling  in  tobacco,  cotton,  wheat  and 
the  snbstantj^  of  life.  The  eight  millions 
which  remain  due  moflt  be  paid  in  money  or 
bills.  To  raise  this  money,  the  American  mei- 
ehants  carry  to  the  Continent  of  Eorope  pn>- 
dnoe  of  the  United  States  to  the  amount  of  thia 
eight  miUions.  which  Is  sold^  and  the  amonnt 
remitted  to  the  merchanU  m  London  to  pay 
the  debts  of  onr  merohanta,  Thia  trade  is  now 
destroyed  by  the  Orders  In  .Oonneil,  and  not 
the  embargo — for  this  very  meaaBre  haa^asved 
onr  vesads  from  eaptare,  car  merchandise  Bmai 
eondemnaUon,  and  onr  seamen  from  ii 


Tbumdjit,  Deaember  1. 
Anotlier  member,  to  wit,  Thomu  JbxtaE, 
fromSontb  Carolina,  appear^  and  took  his  seat 
in  the  Honse. 

Jesse  B  Thoxab,  the  delate  Ikim  the  Indi- 
ana Territory,  retorned  to  serve  in  the  room  of 
Berj^hiv  Faskk,  who  hath  rerigited  his  seat^ 
was  qnalified,  and  took  nis  seat  in  the 


appeared,  w 


Tuesday,  Beoember  t. 

The  report  of  the  Oommittoe  on  Foreign  liela- 
dons  being  again  before  the  Honse,  and  the 
qoeetion  stul  on  the  first  resolntlon — 

Ur.  Oaoiaov  said :  Ur.  Speaker,  were  I  to 
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yield  tomyembainHineiitoii  tbepraaMil  ocoi- 
Bon,  I  ibMii  ii«t  tre^MM  on  jtnr  tBdnlgaooe. 
But  wIkb  I  T^eot  npon  the  nect  iiati(«alim- 
portaoM  of  the  qneaaon  now  lttfor»  the  Hoose, 
nd  npMi  tlt»  high  raipoiinUlitf  «tu^  it*  deoi- 
noa  mut  attadi  to  me  as  (»*tf  tbftSepnaen- 
tattveeof  thepeople;  I  MD  io^^od,  from  oaB- 
nderaCionacf  duty,  to  aau^  t«;on  tin  reasons 
I7  which  1  am  influenced. 

It  has  been  said,  dr,  with  gr««t  troth,  tiat 
the  prwoDt  ii  an  eztraordbur;  orislB.  It  seems 
indeed  to  bave  been  reserved  for  tiie  ■ 
'itnaaS'a  oomUnatioD  0 
^eled  in  the  anulB  of  time. 
Abs<iatth»wkoI«dTilized  world  has  beea  with- 
in a  ftw  yean  oonvnlsed  by  wan,  batOes,  and 
oonqoeets.  Kingdoms  and  empirta  have  be«i 
reT<dErtit>BJEed ;  and  we  b^old  a  VMt  eontinent 
BssamiDg  ft  aew  ameot  aader  a  new  dptuty. 
Thoee  laws  wbfah  from  tSme  immeuMri^  have 
presoribed  and  Baited  the  otmdoot  of  natxHU, 
are  now  Mmteciptnonsly  piostrsted,  innocent 
nentrali^  is  haiished  fiiim  the  ocean,  and  we 
hear  a  grim  tyrant  aaserCing  himaeV  tbft  aoTsr- 
tiga  of  the  sea^  Thns  the  most  essential  port 
of  the  globe  b  attempted  ta  be  paititioned  be- 
twen  two  domineering  rival  beUigeiente-  Sir, 
it  vool^  have  Iwen  a  Mibje«e  of  tb«  siDcereet 
falioitation  if  ooi  happy  country  conld  barve 
b«en  exempt  from  this  onivenal  ooncasnon. 
Bntwe  ai«  fried  toahare  evils  in  tbeprodtiotitm 
of  whioh  we  have  bad  no  pacbe^iation.  Inan- 
qniring,  Mr,  Sp^kar,  into  the  CMuea  ot  these 
avils  and  the  policy  by  whidi  w»  aro  to  be  ex- 
tricated from  thei%I  amcooadonaof  twottwigs 
— of  my  ntter  incompetency  U>  the  eluctdatioD 
of  BO  great  a  sab^l,  and  of  th»  Biavcidable 
Daoeeeity  of  toaching  opoo  gro and  alreacly  ooco' 
Joed  by  gentlemen  wiio  have  preceded  me  in 
this  debate. 

When,  m,  I  recoc  to  the  resolntions  vapotted 
by  the  Onamittee  of  Exbnior  Relations,  I  find 
on*  whioh  proposes  resistaooe  to  th*  e^eta  of 
Qreat  Britain  ai^  f  ranoe;  and  another  which 
reeommenda  a  ^stem  of  noa-iutereaarse  be- 
tween the  nnit«a  States  and  those  coMitriea^ 
.  Id  baariug  th*  first  resolotioo  treated  aa  on 
i^Mtract  propodtien,  mv  astonishment  has  been 
not  a  litUe  exoit«cL  I  nave  slwai^  nnderstood 
an  abstract  proportion  to  b*  Qia  assertion  of 
some  geiural  principle  withont  any  q>ecifle  ap-' 
plication.  Here  ia  a  distinct  posidon,  with  a 
^reot  reference  to  parttcnlai  onkcB  and  decrees. 
The  reaolntioD  therefose  is  itself  speciSo  and  ap- 
propriate, to  use  the  apt  terms  of  the  geotlemiui 
from  ConnecticU  (Mr.  I>asa).  Bnt  belbre  we 
aa  determine  npon  tbeproprie^  or  impropriety 
<^  the  reaolatiotiBr  to  me  it  qipean  iiu^wnaabfe 
that  weriioiddezamina  attentively  and  Qunately, 
not  cwly  tlie  ritnation  of  tins  ooontiy  in  relation 
to  France  and  Britain,  bat  also  the  ipj,i 


wound  the  deEcate  taste  and  exqniute  sensibility 
at  my  learned  ecdleagne  (Mr.  Rasdouk),  who 


addrenad  yon  yesterday.  I  ■hell  take  no  plew- 

s  in  tb»  reticq>ection  which  seems  bo  much 

Ssrnat  that  gentleman ;  bat  I  do  not  bar 
Iiow%e  to  bd .^wtification  ta  the meetiinB 
we,Itrmt,shanpnrMt^and  tvexposatbeptf- 
ligmoyef  onraDemies.  The  regnlar  disoaKMn 
•f  the  first  raaolntfoB  wootd  aeem  natanl^  t» 
lead  in  to  a  review  (^  ttie  e£et8  af  Oiett  Britsin 
and  France.  When  we  say  wvwiH  not  nbidt 
to  their  edicts ;  it  cannot  be  amin,  althnogfa  I 
actnawledgersir,  the  nndertaliag  is  nnDplcia- 
Kit  one,  to  inquire  mto  tbe  nature  and  eit«Bt 
ofthoeeefficts;  Itherefere  wiD endeavor, wiih- 
i>  at  narrow  llmita  as  poniUct  to  exbitnt  to  d* 
view  of  the  tedignant  Amencan,  the  varios 
wanton  aggrearioos  which  have  be«>  eovmtlel 
by  both  raeae  powen  npoo  lis  eonmcrdil 
r^ta.  And,  rir,  wbenever  we  took  Ibr  &t 
chief  aovree  of  onr  diSenltiea,  we  mast  tmn  to- 
wards Great  Brttmn.  Then  let  ns  exsmiiK  tb 
principal  items  in  ber  aoeoant. 

On  Sth  Jane,  IVH,  the  Britisb  GovenimeBt 
iBsned  an  Order  of  Cooncil  to  stop  and  detiia 
for  eondemnation,  venels  laden  with  ooid,  Sxm, 
or  meal,  and  boimd  to  France,  whose  ps<^ 
were  then  almost  in  the  act  of  starving^  and  of 
coarse  we  were  deprired  of  an  Kforikot  ma^ 
for  those  articles. 

On  9th  November,  1W8,  an  order  imati  to 
atop  and  detun  ships  laden  with  tbe  prodnee  0^ 
-  -•  carrying  provisionB  to,  the  ecdooieaof  Fiu« 

On  2Iit  March,  I79ft,  Ae  inued  ■  pmduu- 
tioo  AedariDg  tiie  United  Piovfaeea  id  a  state 
of  blockade,  and  theere^  exolmfing  nentnl 
oommerce  witboot  any  actual  inTeebnent. 

On  VSth  May,  ISOS,  a  proclanuition  dedimg 
&•  blockade  of  the  coast  from  the  Elbe  to 
Brest,  inclnMvfc 

On  ?th  Janotry,  18D7,  an  order  pnihilntii« 
nentral  vessels  from  trading  from  one  port  to 
another  of  the  enemy  or  his  sflie& 

On  11th  Hay,  1807,  a  prodamatlon  decJanV 
the  blockade  of  the  coast  between  theSb^ 
Weser,  and  Ems. 

On  Ilth  May,  180T,  a  piDelamidMi  decluug 
the  Uo^ade  A  the  Dardanelles  Mid  Smyna- 

In  October,  ISOT,  a  prot^mation,  arit^ 
British  oflfcers  to  impress  from  American  vee- 
selaallsnch  of  tbeir  amwa  aa  might  be  taken  ir 
mitlattu  Ibr  British  solgeots. 

On  nth  Noreniber,  1807,  Order*  in  Cmowil 
ware  ^ned  interdicting  aUneatratcMniaene  to 
any  port  of  Enrope  from  which  the  BritUi  fi« 
was  ezoladed;  direetiog  that  neotnls  diaaU 
trade  to  snob  porta  only,  nnder  British  liotati 
and  with  Britash  eleaiMUoea-that  all  sh^  d» 
tiaed  b^re  the  laeDiBg  of  the  ordMs  to  any  a 
the  said  ports,  abooM  go  into  a  Britiah  pert,  ud 
OuA  all  veasA  havii^  "certiSoatea  of  origin 
should  be  lawM  priie. 

On  lIthNoTember,I807,  auOrdorinOoiiD^ 
was  iasned,  dedaring  vmd  the  legoil  transfer  ot 
vesBeb  from  tB^  enemies  of  Britain,  to  BsotriJa 
or  others. 

In  1806,  variens  acts  of  Porliaroont  have  hew 
patMd,eaR7ii«aecBdHaafthelItiiofNov<ifr- 
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ber,  1807,  into  ez«eiitioii.  Tbey  impose  a  ipe- 
dflo  tu  on  a  Tario^  of  artlalea  ot  Atnerieau 
merehandiM  allowed  to  be  re-exported  totbe 
eontineiit  of  Enrope,  for  example,  oa  tobaeoo, 
ISt.  td.  Bt«riinK  per  owt. ;  on  inaigo,  i*.  per  lb. ; 
pork,  17j.  fW.  per  fcwt ;  cotton,  fet  &er  lb. ; 
and  oa  all  otber  articl«s  not  ennineratea  in  the 
act,  a  dot;  of  fortj  per  oeut.  is  exacted  on  re- 
eqwrtatioD. 

On  8th  Joniufy,  IBM,  a  procUmadon  laaned 
dedarfng  the  blockade  of  Oarth^ena,  Oadla,  and 
St  Lacar,  and  all  tbe  ports  betweeD  tbe  flnt 
and  last  of  theee  places. 

In  tite  Antumn  of  1808,  in  order  tbat  plunder 
nigltt  oommenoe  from  the  very  moment  of  Qie 
opected  repeil  of  the  embtu^  tbe  French 
Ttat  India  iaianda  were  declared  ui  a  state  of 
bkitkade. 

I  will  forbear,  sir,  at  fltls  time  tnm  ootnment- 


nation  of  American  Teseele  nnder  what  they 
can  the  mk  of  1756 ;  the  BpnriooB  blockades  <^ 
British  commanderfl,  and  the  consequent  ipolia- 
tioM  on  onr  commerce.  Nor  will  I  detain  the 
EoDH  bj  relating  tbe  itor;  of  Oaptain  Bradley, 
commander  of  the  Cambrian,  who  in  the  ftoe  of 
the  atj  ot  New  York,  and  in  contempt  of  the 
dfil  aDtharitj-  of  the  United  States,  dragged 
TOur  dtiiens  into  sIsTish  captivity.  The  ca«e 
too  of  the  Britiah  diip  Leander  maj  remain  un- 
tied— the  enormity  of  that  transaction  ts  writ- 
ten in  indelible  characters,  with  the  blood  of 
ovr  coantrymen.  The  inyitation  of  the  British 
Kiattrj  to  Tonr  merchants  to  riotate  the  em- 
bargo, and  the  burning  of  a  fHeodlj  ship  of  war 
(the  Impetneni)  in  yonr  own  waters,  are  circnm- 
■tanees  too  light  to  1>e  noticed.  T  feel  no  dispo- 
ritim,  «Aer,  to  portrar  tbe  aflair  of  the  Gbesa- 
peake.  The  ^osta  or  tbe  mnrdered  are  yet 
muTNued  for  that  horrid  and  perfldions  deed  I 

I  wiU  now  advert,  rir,  to  tbe  principal  inju- 
ries committed  by  France  on  the  neotral  com- 
neree  of  the  United  Stat«B.  They  oonriat  in 
tbe  execntion  of  three  decrees,  to  wit : 

The  Berlin  decree  of  the  Slst  NoTCmber, 
180<,  declaring  tibe  British  islands  in  a  state  of 
blockade,  and  that  no  Tesael  having  been  at  or 
eovning  directly  fhnn  England  or  &t  ooloniee, 
dtaD  enter  at  a  French  port. 

The  IGlan  decree  of  the  17lh  December, 
U07,  dadaring  lawflil  priie  eveir  vessel  that 
■im  mfiitted  ^e  visit  of  an  En|^sn  reasel,  sn1>- 
■dttcd  to  an  Engjisli  voyage,  or  p^  dnty  to 
As  b^ish  Gi>vemment ;  and  also,  every  vessel 
MOdng  from  tlte  ports  of  En^and  and  her  colo- 

flSBk 

Tbe  B^onne  decree  of  April,  1808^  which 
sdijecta,  as  it  Is  said,  and  IbeAeve  not  donbt«d, 
d  Amuican  veaaels  ibnnd  npon  the  high  seas 
ihee  the  embargo,  to  c^nre  snd  confiscation. 

Ben,  lb.  Speaker,  I  wiU  end  the  black  eata- 
kgne  of  ini^toiia  ontragea  and  restriotions 
ipon  oentral  oommwoe — restrictions  which  are 
aeknowledged  to  depend  Ibr  thrir  rapport  npon 
BOolhargromidihanthatofretaliBtion.    Whilst 


I  protest  against  the  principle  of  retaliatiM 
upoa  an  enemy  through  the  medinm  of  a  frien^ 
yet  theee  orders  and  deoreea  have  no  plaim  even 
to  that  principle.  Beoanse  France  and  Brindn 
both  agree  that  the  right  of  retaliatton  does  not 
accrae  bef>»«  the  nentnJ  has  acqnieeced  in  tbe 
aggressions  of  the  enemy.  We  have  never  ao- 
qniesoed  in  the  aggrssalons  of  either,  and  there- 
fore, npon  their  own  reasoning,  ought  not  to  be 
liable  to  the  operation  of  the  principle  for  which 
they  nnjnstly  contend.  Bnt,  sir,  can  we  qoit 
this  salgeot  withoat  looking  more  particolarly 
at  the  coDseqnencea  which  result  from  this  series 
of  iojDriesr 

In  reviewing  the  oondnct  of  Oreat  Britain 
towards  this  conntry,  we  peroeive  a  oontinna- 
tion  of  encroachmenta,  designed  only  for  the 
otter  destnictioQ  of  onr  oomioeroe.  This  dts- 
position  is  manifest  in  werj  ordn  and  Mod»- 
rnatim  she  haa  issoed  rince  the  year  lIvS.  It 
this  were  not  ber  ol^eot,  wby  ancA  a  oontinned 
system  of  ill^tlmate  blockades  t  Wby  so 
many  vexatfaiDt  restrictions  npon  neutral  trade, 
tending  to  destroy  competition  on  oar  part  in 
the  continental  marketst  I  ndfAt  trace  the 
BObeme  a  little  ftirther  back,  and  ask,  whence  the 
ontrages  I  the  orders  of  June  and  Kovember, 
I79S,  which  prodnoed  Jay's  treaty?  A  treaty 
which  I  am  sorry  to  ssy,  did  not  gnarontee  to 
as  mntnal  and  reciprocal  rights,  ana  which  waa 
no  sooner  ratified  than  vlolsted  by  British  pet^ 
fidy.  Bnt,  rir,  I  will  not  speak  of  trivial  matr 
ters,  like  these;  they  are  of  no  conseqnenoe 
when  we  reflect  npon  other  topics.  The  pre- 
tended  blockade  of  almost  every  port  npon  the 
Baltic;  the  blockade  of  tite  eastern  and  sonthem 
coasts  of  the  North  Sea,  noaocompanied  by  any 
naval  force;  tbe  nominal  investment  «  the 
ports  on  the  soath  of  the  British  channel,  and 
on  tbe  Goropean  eoost  of  tbe  Mediterranean 
sea ;  the  ooclnnon  of  the  Black  Sea,  by  the  - 
blockade  of  the  Dardanelles  and  Smyrna,  and 
in  fine  tbe  blockade  of  all  tbe  places  from  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar  to  the  Arctic  Ocean,  ore 
acts  which,  notwithstanding  their  nnexampled 
enormity  in  themselves,  sink  into  perfect  insig- 
nificance, when  we  consider  the  base  attempts 
meditated  by  the  orders  of  November,  1807, 
and  tlie  consequent  stotntea  of  ParUoment,  to 
redooe  this  eotuitry  again  to  a  state  of  oolooial 
slavery  t  Sir,  at  the  very  thonght  of  these  in- 
flunoQS  Mders  and  acta  «  the  Brittsb  Oovem- 
ment,  I  feel  emotions  of  indignation  and  con- 
tempt, to  repress  which  wonla  be  dfahonorable. 
What,  sirl  American  vessels  to  be  arrested  in 
lawiiil  commerce,  npon  "the  highway  of  na- 
ions ;  "  to  be  fbrcibiy  carried  into  British  porb^ 
and  there  mther  condemned,  or  el^e  compelled 
before  they  can  prosecnte  their  voyage  to  take 
Britdsh  cleoroncee  and  pay  a  British  tax  I    And 

a  owner  of  the  cargo  shall  be  nnable  to  pay 

the  amonnt  of  tax,  he  bos  the  eonsolation  left 
him  of  seeing  his  property  burnt  I  Soonv 
woald  I  see  every  vessel  and  every  atom  of  onr 
sniplas  prodaoe  make  one  genwal  oonfiagrati<m 
in  oar  own  conntiy.  ■  For  what  pnrpoee  was 


.,L-ooglc 


ABBIDOMfiNT  OF  THE 


a  or  a] 


[Dwrao,  U0& 


tb«  RenrintioD,  in  whioh  tbe  blood  and  trMKire 
of  our  aooeMora  were  the  prioe  of  independenoe, 
if  we  an  now  to  be  Uz«d  bf  Britain!  The 
higheet  anthority  in  the  Union  cannot  constitn- 
tionallj  tax  tbe  eiporUi,  which  are  in  part  the 
prodnote  of  the  labor  of  the  American  poo]de ; 
jet  the  Britlah  Government  has  presmnptaoiiBl; 
undertaken  to  do  it.  I,  rir,  far  one  muat  pro- 
teat  against  anj  thmg  like  aobmisaian  to  this 
Mndnct.  Bnt  let  ns  see  what  we  ahonld  get  by 
anbminioi).  Bo  far  from  gainiog,  it  will  be  easy 
to  demonstrate,  that  if  we  were  to  sabmit,  we 
ahoold  be  only  remnnerated  with  diigrace  and 


Wainnsiii.T,  December  7. 

Vr.  8x1  preiented  memorials  from  siindrj 
late  officera  in  the  Peunsjlvania  line  of  the  Ri- 
Tolutionary  arm  j,  stating  that,  from  the  peculiar 
ciroamstances  of  tbe  memoriiiists,  thef  have 
been  oompelled  to  dispoee  of  the  certificate*  of 
pay  and  oommntatioa  granted  them  for  militar; 
MTTioes  NOdered  to  the  United  Btatee ;  and 
praying  snch  relief  in  the  premises  as  to  the 
wiadom  and  jnstiee  of  Congrew  aball  seem  meet. 

Hr.  Whabtox  presented  a  pe^on  from  ana- 
dry  late  offloen  of  tbe  MaasacbosettB,  Peniujl' 
Tsnia,  Maryland,  Virpnia,  and  North  Carolina 
lines  of  ibe  aud  Bevolatiooai?  ann,  to  the  like 
effect 

The  aidd  meraoriab  and  petition  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Hr.  DuBKLL  moved  that  tbe  Eonse  do  oome 
to  the  following  resolution : 

Baolval,  That  it  be  tba  dntj  of  fte  C1«A  cf  Ihii 
HODM  to  fdniiih  the  ReprcHntatina  in  CongrMS 
trota  each  State  in  tlut  Union,  for  At  time  beii^,  nid 
the  D«)eg>tea  from  each  of  tb«  Teiritniei  thereof^ 
with  oDe  oop7  oT  eveiy  pnblio  docnnwnt,  tnclndiiig 
tha  lawi  and  jonrasls  pinted  by  oidra  oT  tbs  Honie, 
to  be  by  them  tniumitt«d  to  the  ninolpal  aeminar; 
«r  learning  in  each  State  and  Tcmtoiy,  rMpecttvel;. 

The  resolnlion  was  read,  aai,  on  motion  of 
Hr.  Baoov,  ordered  to  tie  on  the  table. 
Forngn  Sslatumi. 

He  House  then  resumed  the  oonaidergtion 
of  the  first  member  of  the  first  resolution  re- 
ported on  Thnrvday  last,  from  the  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole,  which  was  depending  yesterday  at 
the  time  of  a^oumment,  m  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

"  Saelvtd,  That  tbe  United  State«  canoot,  witboot 
a  ncii£oe  of  their  rights,  honor,  and  independence, 
mbmit  to  tha  Ute  edieti  of  Gieat  Britain." 

Hr.  6.  W-  CucpBEu.  ooncloded  bis  obaerva- 
tioDB  of  yeeterd^,  as  given  aotire  in  preceding 

Mr.  QriHOY.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  oSer  myself  to 
the  view  of  this  House  with  a  very  sensible  em- 
barrasament,  in  attempting  to  foJlow  the  honor- 
lUile  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Hr.  Caupbku.) 
— a  gentleman  who  holds  so  disdnguiahed  a 
station  on  this  floor,  thiongh  thy  blessing,  Ur. 


Bpetktst,  on  his  talents  and  iudostry.  I  pkot 
myself  with  much  reluctance  in  compeiitioi 
with  this,  our  great  political  .£aeaB,  sn  illWii- 
OQS  leader  of  antiquity,  whom,  in  bin  prMwl 
relation^  and  in  his  [»«eentobiecl3,  tha  gentle- 
man ftom  Tennessee  not  a  uttle  resemtde*; 
since,  in  order  to  evade  tbe  rain  impending 


(Mr.  Baoon)  b 


ies — takina  my  honorable  coQeagiu 
I  by  one  hand,  and  tlie  faonor^ 


By  tbe  other  (little  liiliis  and  wife  Cretua)— he 
is  poeUng  away  into  the  woods  with  Fubff 
Anchises  and  all  the  faonaeholdgodi. 

When  I  had  the  honor  of  addnsnng  lUt 
Eonae  a  few  days  a^,  I  tooched  this  fiBMi 
report  of  our  Committoe  of  Foreign  RsUImm 
perhapa  a  little  too  carelessly ;  periiape  I  hiadlrf 
it  a  Ijttle  too  ron(^ly,  conudering  iti  Itndcr 
age,  and  tbe  manifest  delieaOT  of  ilsconilitBttM. 
But,  sir,  I  had  no  idea  of  afecting  veir  eiqu)- 
itely  the  senwMlitiea  of  any  gentJeman.  Itboagbt 


that  this  was  a  cixiunon  rqrart  of  o 
ordinary  committees,  which  1  had  a  ri^t  to 
osuTass  or  to  slight,  to  applaud  or  to  ceDBort, 
without  raising  any  extraordinary  eoaeno, 
wtber  here  or  elsewhere.  Bnt,  frool  the  gen- 
eral excitement  which  my  inconsiderate  tnat- 
ment  of  this  subject  oocaBiouB,IfearU)st  IIuts 
been  mistaken.  This  can  be  do  mortal  &i)no, 
Hr.  Speaker.  This  ranat  be  that  imsge  vtiich 
fell  down  from  Japiter,  present  or  futiin. 
Sorely,  nothing  but  a  being  of  celestial  ori^ 
would  raise  sach  a  tumult  in  minds  tempered 
like  those  which  lead  tbe  deatinies  of  this  Honae. 
Sir,  I  thought  that  this  report  hod  been  a  com- 
mon pieoe  of  wood — inutiU  i^tun— Jnst  nub 
a  piece  of  wood  as  any  day-laborer  might  bsre 
hewed  out  in  an  hour,  had  he  heal^  and  * 
hatchet.  But  it  seems  that  onr  honorable  cluu- 
man  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  RelitKui, 
matvil  MM  Ikwtn.  Welt,  sir,  I  have  no  otyeo- 
tiona.  If  the  workmen  will,  a  god  it  shall  be. 
I  only  wish,  that  when  gentlemen  bring  tb^ 
saored  things  upon  this  floor,  that  tbej  would 
l>low  a  trumpet  before  them,  as  tlie  beathuB 
do,  on  such  occasions,  to  the  end  that  all  tane 
believers  may  prepare  themselves  to  adore  ud 
tremble,  and  that  all  uubelieTers  may  turn  uides 
and  not  disturb  their  devotions. 

I  assnre  gentlemen  that  I  meant  to  commit 
no  sacrilege.  I  hod  no  intentioo,  ar,  of  csnr 
vasnng  very  strictly  this  report,  I  suppoeei, 
that  when  it  had  l>eea  pobli^ed  and  circnlated, 
it  had  answered  all  the  purposes  of  its  aulbon, 
and  I  felt  no  disposition  to  interfere  with  theoi. 
But  the  House  is  my  witness  that  I  am  coDh 
pelled,  by  the  clunor  raised  on  all  ^es  by  tbe 
friends  of  the  Administration,  to  descend  to  psr- 
ticolars,  and  to  examine  it  somewhat  minutely. 

Hy  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Bxooh)  «•> 

Sileaeed  the  other  day  to  assert : Sir,  in  le- 
erring  to  his  observations,  on  a  former  occasion, 
I  beg  the  House  not  to  ima^ne  that  I  am  aboot 
to  follow  him.  No,uri  I  will  neither  fblloV 
nor  imitate  him,  I  bang  upon  no  man's  ^iits ; 
I  run  barking atno  mao'sheel.    I  canvass piia- 
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dplM  tod  measarea  aolel;  vith  »  view  to  the 
great  intereita  of  m j  ooonbj.  Hw  idea  of  per- 
loiial  victory  i«  lost  in  th«  total  abaorptioa  of 
MDM  and  mind  in  tbe  impeodiDK  ooBseqneacw. 
I  mj  be  wu  plesaed  to  anert  that  1  had  dealt 
is  gmeral  aUegatioiw  againet  this  report,  vith- 
"  gont  anypartionlar  obieotiDiL    And 


dthia 
D  with  no  little  asperity.  Yet, 
t  is  very  remarkable,  ttiat,  bo  far  from  deal- 
i>K  io  geiMntl  allegations,  I  explicitly  stated  m; 
object^ns.  The  alteniatiTee  creaented  bj  the 
reput— war  w  aoapenston  of  oar  rigfata,  and 


of  the  latter,  rather  than 


vith  an  extract  trma  an  addreaa  made  by  tlie 
flnt  Ocotiiiental  Oongreea  to  the  inhaUtauts  of 
Oteat  Britain,  and  attempted  to  show,  by  way 
of  otmtmt,  what  I  thoti^t  the  disgraoefU 
nirit  ct  the  report.  Yet,  theae  gentlemen  oom- 
^un  that  I  dealtin  general  allegationB,  Befbre 
I  doae,  nr,  they  will  have,  I  hope,  no  reason  to 
repeat  iDch  obJeoti<Hu.  I  trastl  ehallbeparti- 
calar,  to  their  content. 

Before  entering  upon  an  examination  of  tbia 
report,  it  may  be  uaefol  to  recollect  bow  it  oii- 
^■■led.  By  the  third  section  of  the  second 
artide  of  the  constitution,  it  is  declared  that 
the  Pre^deet  (A  the  United  States  "  shall,  ftom 
time  to  time,  give  to  Oongreee  informstiou  of 
ibe  state  of  the  Union,  and  recommend  to  their 
ccnrideration  sach  measures  as  he  shall  Jndge 
nuiiiisinij'  and expeiUenL"  It  ia,  then,' the  dnty 
of  the  Preaident  to  recommend  sach  measnres 
as  in  his  judgment  Oongrees  ought  to  adopt.  A 
great  crtns  is  impending  over  onr  cotuitry.  It 
ia  fttime  rfalarm,  and  peril,  and  distress.  How 
bs*  the  President  pofonned  this  oonntitntional 
do^  t  Why,  after  recapitnlating,  in  a  formal 
IfeeMge,  our  dangers  and  his  triMs,  be  expresa- 
ea  bis  confidence  that  we  shall,  "with  an  nn- 
errin^  regard  to  the  essential  rights  and  interesta 
ct  the  nadon,  weigh  and  oompare  the  p^nfhl 
aUenutiTei  oat  of  which  a  choice  is  to  be 
uade,"  and  that  "  the  alternative  ohoeen  will 
be  mMBtained  with  fbrtltade  uid  patriotism." 
In  tbie  way  our  Chief  Hagistrate  performs  his 
daty.  A  storm  is  approuhing ;  the  oiptaln 
earn  bis  chcHce  hands  npon  deck ;  learee  the 
ndder  swinging  and  seta  the  crew  to  aooffle 
•bont  aittritoittet  t  This  Hesaage,  preniant 
with  ooodeMript  altemadves,  is  recdTM  by 
tU*  Honae.  And  what  du  wet  Why,  consti- 
tate  »  gre«t  Committee  of  FordgD  Kelatitnu, 
aod,  leat  they  shonld  not  have  their  attentitm 
eomplMdy  ece^ied  by  the  preanng  eitgenctes 
of  thoae  with  France  and  Qreat  Britain,  they 
are  eodowed  with  the  whole  mass— British, 
Bparisb,  and  French ;  Barbery  Powers  and  In- 
daa  nei(^boiii  And  what  does  this  committee 
dot  Why,  after  seven  days*  solemn  oanoUve, 
liaBj  preeeat  lo  this  Hoom  an  illDstriona  report, 
leaded  with  aIteniativ6»-HiothiDg  bnt  eltema- 
tirwi    The  eoM  meat  oi  the  pclaoe  is  bashed 


and  served  np  to  as,  piping  hot,  from  onr  com- 

In  considering  tiiis  report,  I  shall  pay  no  at- 
tention to  dtber  its  beginning  or  its  condnsion. 
The  former  consists  of  shaving  from  old  docu- 
ments, and  the  latter  of  birdlime  for  new  con- 
verts. The  twelfth  page  ia  the  heart  of  t^ 
report;  that  I  mean  to  canvass,  And  I  do  as- 
sert, that  liiere  is  not  one  of  all  the  principal 
poalione  contained  in  it  which  ia  true,  in  the 
sense  and  to  the  extent  assnmed  by  the  com- 
mittee.   Let  ns  examine  each,  separately : 

"  Tonr  ootnmittee  can  perceive  no  otbsr  altenia- 
tivs  bet  abject  and  degrsding  aabminion,  war  with 
both  n&tioM,  or  a  oontiniunoa  and  anforcemsnt  cf 
thepre««Dt  «aqi«ndon  of  onr  conunarce.' 

Here  is  a  tri-forked  alternative.  Let  ns  con- 
sider each  branch,  and  see  if  either  be  trne,  in 
the  sense  assumed  by  the  committee.  Hie  first 
— "  abject  and  de^ading  subroisaloa" — takes 
two  tilings  for  granted ;  that  trading,  pending 
the  edicts  of  France  and  Great  Britain,  is  eub- 
mieaion;  and  next  that  it  is  Babmisdon,  in  its 
natare,  abject  and  degrading.  Neither  is  tnie. 
It  is  not  Bobmission  to  trade,  pending  thoee 
edicts,  becaase  they  do  not  command  yon  to 
trade;  theycommandyonnot  to  trade.  When 
yon  ref\ise  to  trade,  yon  submit ;  not  when  you 
carry  on  that  trade,  as  far  as  yon  can,  which 
they  prohibit.  Again,  it  is  not  true  that  sncli 
trading  is  abject  and  dlagracefQl,  and  that^  too, 
npon  uie  principles  avowed  by  the  advooatee  of 
tbis  report.  Trading,  while  tlieee  edicts  are 
enspeniied  over  onr  commerce,  is  sabmiauon, 
say  they,  becanse  we  have  not  physical  force  to 
reeiat  the  power  of  these  belligerents;  ofconrao, 
if  we  trade,  we  must  submit  to  tbese  restrictions, 
not  having  power  to  evade  or  break  through 
them.  Now,  admit,  for  the  sake  of  argnment, 
(what  however  in  fsot  I  deny,)  that  the  belli- 
gerents have  tlie  power  to  carry  into  effect  their 
decreea  so  perfectly;  that,  by  reason  of  the 
orders  of  Qreat  Britain,  we  are  phyrioally  dis- 
abled ftcaa  gtdng  to  France ;  and  that,  by  the 
edicts  of  France,  we  ore  in  like  manner  disabled 
tram  going  to  Great  Britain.  If  such  be  our 
case,  inreloUon  to  these  powers,  the  qnestion  is, 
whether  submitting  to  exerdse  all  the  trade 
which  remaini  to  ns,  notwithstanding  these 
edicts,  is  "  attjeot  and  degrading." 

In  the  first  place,  I  observe,  that  Bubmission 
is  not,  to  bein^  constituted  as  we  are,  always 
"abject  and  degrading."  We  submit  to  the 
decrees  of  Providence— to  the  laws  of  our  na- 
tDFC.  Absolnte  weakness  sabmits  to  absolnte 
power;  and  there  isnotbing  In  eacb  Bebmisdon 
abameM  or  d^rading.  It  is  no  dishonor  for 
finite  not  to  eonteod  with  infinite.  There  is  no 
loss  of  reputation  if  creatures,  snob  as  men, 
perform  not  impossibilities.  If  then  it  be  trae, 
in  the  sense  aseerted  by  a(»ae  of  the  advocates 
of  tbis  report,  that  it  ia  phyrically  impoerible 
for  na  to  trade  with  Ftuioe  and  Oreat  Briton 
and  their  dependencies,  by  reason  of  theae 
edicts,  still  there  is  nothing  "  abject  or  degrad- 
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iog"  in  carrTing  on  ancb  trade  u  these  ediota 
leave  open  to  ua,  let  it  be  never  to  amall  or 
so  trifling ;  whiefa,  however,  it  might  be  easit? 
shown,  88  it  Lm  been,  that  it  is  neither  the  one 
nor  the  other.  Sir,  in  this  point  of  view,  it  is 
no  more  dlsgraoefol  for  as  to  trade  to  Sweden, 
to  China,  to  the  Northweet  coast,  or  to  Spain 
and  her  dependencies—not  one  of  which  oonn- 
triee  is  now  iaclnded  in  those  edicts — than  it  is 
diflgrKcoM  for  Ds  to  wslk,  becaose  we  ar»  onable 
to  Ij ;  no  more  than  it  is  shuneAil  for  mail  to 
nse  and  enjoj  the  sar&ce  of  this  ^obe,  beoanse 
he  has  not  at  hia  command  the  whole  circle  of 
natore,  and  cannot  range  at  will  over  all  the 
^oiiooa  q^herea  which  constitnU  the  nniverae. 

The  gentleman  from  TenoeMee  (Hi.  Cua- 
bkll)  oiuled  DKoi  na  Jost  now  to  tell  him  what 
was  disgraoeftu  ■nbmurion,  if  carrring  on  com- 
merce lutder  Uiwe  rtefartotiona  vm  not  sach  snV 
mMon.  I  will  ten  that  gentleman.  Thatsah- 
misROQ  ia  "  sttfeot  and  disgraMfol "  which 
yields  to  the  decrees  of  frail  and  feeUe  power, 
as  though  the/  were  irreristible ;  which  takes 
oonnsel  of  fear,  and  weighs  not  our  comparatiye 
foroe;  which  abandons  the  whole,  at  a  sum- 
mons to  deliver  up  a  part ;  which  makes  the 
will  of  others  the  measore  of  right^  which  Qod 
and  natare  not  onl;  have  conslitnted  et«mal  and 
noalienable,  bnt  have  also  endned  as  with  ample 
means  to  midntun. 

Mj  a^^nment  on  this  clanse  of  the  rep<Hi  of 
itM  committee  may  he  presented  in  this  form  : 
either  the  United  States  have  or  thej  have  not 

Cries]  abilitT  to  ottnj  on  commw^ie  in  de- 
ce  of  the  edIoU  (tfboth  or  of  either  of  these 
nationB.  If  we  have  not  pbjrioal  ability  to 
cany  on  the  trade  which  the;  prohibit,  then  it 
Is  no  disgrace  to  exercise  that  commerce  which 
these  irresistible  decrees  permit  If  we  have 
snch  phyucsl  ahilitj,  then,  to  the  d^ree  in 
which  we  abandon  that  coinmeroe  which  we 
have  power  to  canr  on,  is  our  mbmisnon 
"abject  and  disgnoend."  It  is  yielding  withont 
B  strode ;  it  is  saerificLng  onr  rights,  not  be- 
caose we  have  not  force,  hut  becaose  we  have 
not  sfdrit  to  maintain  them.  It  b  In  this  point 
of  view  that  I  am  disgasl«d  with  this  report  It 
alftnree  what  it  recommends ;  it  declaims,  in 
beH^  against  sobmission,  and  proposes,  in 
weeping  prose,  a  tame  and  servile  sobeerviency. 
It  cannot  be  concealed,  let  gentlemen  trj  as 
moeh  as  they  will,  that  we  can  trade,  not  only 
with  one,  hot  with  both  tiiase  beUigarenta,  not- 
withstanding these  restrictive  decrees.  The  risk 
to  Qreat  Bntain  agwnst  French  capture  scarcely 
amoanta  to  two  per  cent ;  that  to  France 
against  Qreat  Britain  is  nnqoestionably  maob 

Cit«r.  Bat,  what  is  tbat  to  as!  It  is  not  onr 
t,  if  the  power  of  Britain  on  the  ocean  is 
Boperior  to  that  of  Bonaparte.  It  is  eqnal  and 
«uat  jnstioe  between  both  nations  for  as  to 
tnd<>  with  both,  as  fkr  as  it  is  in  onr  power. 
Qreat  as  the  power  of  Britain  is  on  the  ocean, 
^  enterprise  and  intrepidity  of  onr  merchants 
are  more  than  a  mateh  for  it  They  will  get 
fonr  prodoots  to  the  Continent  in  soite  of  her 


navy.  Bat  sappoee  the;  do  not ;  mppose  tbej 
fail,  and  are  captured  in'the  attem[A;  vliilis 
that  to  ns  t  AAer  we  have  given  them  M 
notice  of  all  their  dangers,  and  perfect  wsrnii^ 
either  of  onr  inability  or  of  onr  dstemiutita 
not  to  protect  them,  if  tbey  \Ae  the  risk,  it  ia 
at  thrar  pwil.  And,  npon  whom  does  the  ku 
fiOl  t  .A4  it  does  sow,  tbro«i^  the  opmlk» 
of  yonr«nbar^  on  the  planter,  on  thabmwi, 
on  tlwmedunic,  on  the  day-laborer  1  KdjD; 
on  the  insnrer — on  the  capitaUsl — oa  Uicss  wbo 
in  the  fhll  ezerase  of  their  lotelligeDM,  tf- 
prised  of  all  the  drcnmetances,  are  wiffing  to 
take  the  haeard  for  the  sake  of  the  pn& 

I  wilt  Oliutnte  my  general  idea  by  >  Kffo- 
sition.  There  an  two  avannee  to  the  mm 
from  the  harbor  ot  KewTork--t7thsNBKHH. 
and  throngh  Long  Island  Sonnd.  Bnppott  tb 
fleets,  both  of  France  and  Great  BiiUdn,  dtrndd 
block  np  the  Narrows,  so  that  to  pM*  tte 
would  be  [diyrioally  impoadbl&in  the  rdstitt 
stato  of  onr  naval  fbroe.  Will  gw&aaa 
Beriossly  contend  that  there  would  be  loy  tluig 
"  abiect  or  di^raoefbl,"  if  Qm  pet^le  of  Ne« 
Tork  should  snbmit  to  car^  on  their  tndt 
throng  the  Sound  ?  Voold  tbe  runedy  br 
this  int«rf<M«noe  with  omr  rights  twabwdoBiBt 
the  ocean  altc^ethert  Agua:  suppose^  tbit 
instead  of  botti  nations  blockading  the  ndm 
point,  each  should  station  itsfi»veatadiinBt 
one — France  at  the  month  trf  the  Boond,  BiiHiii 
at  tbe  Narrows.  In  sndh  ease,  vpnld  tivH 
at  home,  and  reAi^g  any  more  to  go  nnco  tba 
sea,  be  an  exercise  of  independence  in  tne  <ili- 
sens  of  New  Tork  t  Great  philosoph«n  ntr 
call  it  "  dignified  retirement,"  if  they  wiU.  1 
call  it,  and  I  am  mistaken  if  the  people  wmU 
Dotcidlit,  "  base  Mid  abject  sabtniHioD."  fk, 
what  in  rach  aoasewonldbe  traehonoil  VV, 
to  oonmder  veil  which  adversary  is  the  wmM. 
and  ent  onr  way  to  onr  rights  throngb  tba  pMlt 
which  he  obetrnots.  Having  removed  tin 
smaller  impediment  we  ahtHild  retnm  vitt 
oonrage,  strmigthened  by  trial  and  aiumated  br 
snooeas,  to  tlie  relief  of  onr  rights,  from  tte 
nresaare  of  the  strongest  asa^lant  Bnt,  sH  thii 
is  war ;  and  war  Js  never  to  be  incoired.  H 
this  be  the  national  principle,  avow  it;  lu 
yonr  merchants  yon  will  not  protect  thea ;  tnti 
for  Heaven's  sake,  do  not  deny  thton  Ihs  psf 
of  relieving  tiieir  own  and  the  nation's  biman^ 
by  tbe  eierdse  of  their  own  ingenuity,  ^i 
impassable  as  the  barriers  offwed  by  tlxM 
edicts  ore  in  the  estimation  of  memben  tm  ttst 
floor,  the  merchants  abroad  do  not  eediuU 
them  as  insarmonntabte.  Their  aniie^  to  rii 
their  property,  in  defiance  of  tbcm,  ia  fall  sft- 
dence  of  this.  The  great  danger  to  mercania* 
Ingennity  is  internal  envy — the  corrcMOn  « 
weakness  or  prt^adioe.  Its  external  huird  ii 
ever  infinitely  smaller.  That  pra<«ioal  ii"^ 
genoe  which  this  class  of  men  possenea,  b9<>^ 
any  other  in  the  oommanity,  exdted  by  W- 
interest— the  strangest  of  homon  paerioot-ii 
too  elastic  to  be  confined  by  the  limits  of  ex- 
terior hnman  powen,  however  great  or  aiWO» 
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mon.  Build  s  Ohineae  wall,  and  the  vit  of  jour 
mcrdiAnts,  if  pennittod  Ereely  to  operate,  will 
break  Uirongh  it  or  oyerleap  tt,  or  imdercreep  it. 


EBaffii  tkman,  luBC  MtliirKtiii  *ttH>til>  Proteni.' 

Tbe  Moond  branoh  of  the  altemativei  nnder 
«onridention  is  equally  deceptive — "  War  with 
both  natknu."  Can  this  ever  be  an  altematiTe  ? 
Did  joa  STer  read  in  history,  can  you  conceive 
in  haey,  a  war  of  two  nations,  each  of  whom 
ii  at  war  with  the  other,  withont  a  onion  with 
ooB  against  tlie  other  immediately  resnlting! 
It  cmoDot  exist  in  natnre.  The  Tei7  idea  is 
aboard.  It  never  can  be  an  altematiTe,  wl; 
ihw  we  ebaO.  find  two  nations  each  hoedle 
flw  other.  Bnt  it  may  Im,  aoA  if  we  are 
fi^atalljit  iaavenr  seriooa  qneeUon,  which  of 
the  two  we  are  to  sefeot  as  an  adversary.  As  to 
the  third  branch  of  th«ae  celebrated  eltemativea, 
"a  coDtJniunoe  uid  enforcement  of  the  present 
tnbaa  of  oommerce,"  I  need  not  spend  time  to 
mow  that  this  does  not  inolade  all  the  olteroa- 
dvea  which  exist  under  this  head — wnce  the 
oomouttee  immediately  admit,  that  there  doee 
•xist  another  alternative,  "partial  .repeal," 
about  which  they  proceed  to  reason. 

The  report  proceeds.  "The  first"  (abjeot 
>ad  degrading  submisdon)  "cannot  require 
any  disooseion."  Certainly  not.  Snbtoiision 
ef  that  quality  which  the  committee  assume, 
asd  with  the  epithets  of  which  they  choose  to 
invest  it,  can  never  require  discussion  at  any 
time.  But,  whether  trading  under  these  orders 
and  decrees  he  such  snbmisalon,  whether  we 
are  not  oompetent  to  resist  them  in  part,  if  sot 
in  whok,  without  a  total  abandonment  of  the 
e^nise  of  all  oar  maritime  rights,  the  com- 
parative (dbots  of  the  edicts  of  each  npon  onr 
eommarae  and  the  means  we  posaees  to  infln- 
Kwe  or  control  either,  are  all  &ir  and  proper 
ntjaetaof  discnssion;  some  <^  which  the  com- 
mittee bare  wholly  ne^ected  and  none  of  which 
hav«  tb^  KEamined,  as  the  Honse  had  a  right 
to  expect. 

The  committee  proceed  "  to  disripate  the  illn- 
don"  that  there  is  any  "middle  course, "  and 
to  reaaaert  the  Mdljoik  before  examined,  that 
"flHre  is  no  outw  altwnatire  than  war  with 
both  iiB&Hia,  w  a  continuance  of  the  present 
tfltKA."  This  podtion  they  undertake  to  snp- 
pM  Irr  two  aawrtiona,  Fint,  that  "  war  with 
«M  of  the  belligerents  only,  would  be  snbmia- 
■ao  to  the  edicts  and  wiU  of  the  other."  Seo- 
•Dd,  dtat  "  r^>cal  in  whole  or  in  part  of  the 
^iingo,  must  tMoessarily  be  war  or  submissioiL" 
As  to  the  first  assertion,  it  is  a  miserable  fal- 
lagy,  eonfonndinK  ecnntadenoe  of  interest  with 
iri^eetion  of  will;  things  in  their  natare  pal- 
ptbly  dislinet.  A  man  may  do  what  another 
viU^  imj,  what  he  commands,  and  not  act  in 
■bwiswon  to  his  will,  or  in  obedience  to  his 
—■""I*  Onr  interest  or  duty  may  coiodde 
vfth  the  line  of  conduct  another  presumee  to 
liwiribe.  Shan  we  vindicate  our  independ- 
■bb  at  Urn  expense  of  onraodal  or  moral 


obligations  t  I  exemplify  my  idea  in  this  way. 
Two  bullies  beset  your  door,  from  which  there 
are  but  two  avenue*.  One  of  them  forbids  yon 
to  go  by  the  left,  the  other  forbids  you  to  go  by 
the  ri^t  avenne.  Each  is  willing  that  you 
should  pass  by  the  way  which  hepermita.  In 
such  case,  what  will  you  do  t  Will  yon  keep 
house  fbrever,  rather  than  make  choice  of  the 
path  throng  which  yon  will  resume  your  ex- 
ternal rights!  You  cannot  go  both  ways  at 
once,  you  must  make  your  etectioa.  Yet,  in 
making  snoh  election,  you  must  necessarily 
ooindoe  with  the  wishes  and  act  according  to 
the  commends  of  one  of  the  bullies.  Yet  who, 
before  this  committee,  ever  thought  an  eleoUon 
of  one  of  two  Inevitable  oourses,  made  under 
such  cironnutancea,  "  abject  and  degrading  snb- 
miadon  "  to  the  wm  of  either  of  the  aasailanta  f 
The  second  assertion,  that  "repeal  in  whole  or 
in  part  of  the  embargo  mnat  Qeceaarily  be  war 
or  BQbmisBioD,"  the  committee  proceed  to 
mwntain  by  several  subsidiary  aasertione.  JTrst 
— "a  general  repeal  without  arming  would  be 
Bubmiasion  to  both  nations."  So  far  from  this 
being  true,  the  reverse  is  the  tact ;  it  would  be 
submission  to  neither.  Great  Britain  does  not 
say,  "you  shall  trade  with  me."  France  does 
not  say,  "  yon  shall  trade  with  me."  If  this  was 
the  language  of  their  edicta,  there  might  he  some 
color  for  the  assertioD  of  the  committee^  that 
if  we  trade  with  either  we  submit.  The  edicts 
of  each  declare  yon  shall  not  trade  with  my  ad- 
versary. Our  servile  knee-crooking  embargo 
says,  "yon  shall,  therefore,  not  trade."  Can 
any  Buhmission  be  more  palpable,  more  "  aMeot, 
more  disgracefol  1 "  A  general  repeal  withont 
arming,  would  he  only  an  exercfse  of  our 
natnru  rights,  under  the  protection  of  our 
mercantile  iugenui^,  and  not  under  that  of 
pbyrical  power.  Whether  our  merchants  shall 
arm  or  not,  is  a  question  of  political  expediency 
and  of  relative  force.  It  may  be  very  true  th^ 
we  can  fight  onr  way  to  neither  country,  and 
yet  it  may  he  also  very  true,  that  we  may 
cany  on  a  very  important  commerce  with  bom. 
The  ertrength  of  the  national  arm  may  not  be 
eaual  to  oontend  with  either,  and  yet  the  wit 
01  our  merchanta  may  be  over-match  for  the 
edicts  of  all.  The  question  of  arming  or  not 
arming,  has  retbreuce  only  to  the  mode  in 
which  we  iihall  best  ei^oy  our  rights,  and  not 
at  all  to  the  quality  of  the  act  of  Uadicg  during 
these  edicts.  To  exercise  oommerce  is  onr  ab- 
solute ri^t.  If  we  arm,  we  may  possibly  ex- 
tend the  field  beyond  that  which  mere  inge- 
nuity woold  open  to  us.  Whether  the  extenaion 
tiins  acquired  be  worthy  of  the  risk  and  expense. 
Is  a  fair  question.  But;  decide  It  either  way, 
how  is  trading  as  far  as  we  have  ability,  maoe 
less  abjeot  than  not  trading  at  all? 

I  come  to  the  second  snbadiary  assertion. 
"  A  genend  repeal  and  arming  of  merchant  ves- 
sels, woold  be  war  with  both,  and  war  of  the 
worst  kind,  snSericg  the  enemies  to  plunder  us, 
withont  retaliation  upon  them." 

I  have  before  exposed  the  absurdity  of  a 
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war  with  two  belligerentB,  «ach  boBtile  to  the 
otb«r.  It  osDnot  be  tme,  therefore,  tli&t  "  a 
geoeral  repeal  and  arauag  our  merchant  vee- 
gels,"  woud  be  BQoh  ■  war,  Ifeitber  if  war 
reralted,  wonld  it  be  "  war  of  the  wont  kind." 
Id  my  bamble  apprehension,  a  war,  in  which 
onr  enemies  are  permitted  to  plnnder  ns,  and 
our  merchants  not  permitted  to  defend  their 
property,  is  somewhat  worse  than  a  war  like 
this  ;  in  which,  with  arma  in  their  hands,  oar 
brave  seamen  might  sometimes  prove  too  strong 
for  tbeir  piratical  asaailante.  By  the  whole 
amonnt  of  property  which  we  might  be  able 
to  preserve  Dy  these  means,  would  snob  a  war 
be  Detter  than  that  in  which  we  are  now  en- 
gaged. For  the  oommittee  assure  as,  that  the 
aggreeeions  to  which  we  are  snt^ect,  "  are  to 
all  intents  and  pnrposea  a  maritime  war,  waged 
with  both  nations  against  the  United  Statos,'' 

The  last  assertion  of  the  committee,  in  this 
most  masterly  page  is,  that  "  a  partial  repe.'d 
moat  from  the  situation  of  Eorope^  neoessarily 
be  Botnal  suhmiasion  to  one  of  the  aggreesore, 
and  war  with  the  other."  In  the  name  of  oom- 
mon  sense,  how  can  this  be  troe  t  The  trade 
to  Sweden,  to  Spain,  to  China,  la  not  now 
affected  by  the  oniers  or  decrees  of  either  bel- 
ligerent. How  is  it  snbmisaion,  then,  to  these 
orders  for  as  to  trade  to  Gotteobn:^  when  nei- 
ther France  nor  Britain  command,  nor  pro- 
hibit itt  Of  what  consequence  is  it  to  oa  what 
way  the  Gottenbarg  merchant  disposes  of  oar 
prodnota,  after  he  has  paid  ns  onr  price  ?  I  am 
not  about  to  deaj  that  a  trade  to  Gtottenbm^ 
wonld  defeat  the  porpose  of  coercinr  Qreat 
Briton,  throngh  tiia  want  of  onr  supplies,  bat 
I  reason  on  the  report  npoD  its  avowed  prin- 
ciples. If  gwtlemeu  adhere  to  tbeir  system,  as 
a  means  of  coercion,  let  the  Administration 
avow  it  as  ancb,  and  support  the  sj'stem,  by 
argamente,  sncb  as  their  menda  nse  every  day 
on  this  floor.  Let  them  avow,  as  those  fciendii 
d(\  that  this  is  onr  mode  of  hostility  against 
Great  Britain.  That  it  is  better  than  "  ball  and 
gonpowder."  Let  them  show  tbat  the  means 
are  adequate  to  the  end;  let  them  exhibit  to  as, 
beyond  the  term  of  all  tbia  sofiering,  a  happy 
■alvation,  and  a  gloriona  victory,  and  the  peo- 
ple may  then  submit  to  it,  even  without  mur- 
mur. But  while  tbe  Admioiatration  support 
their  system  only  aa  a  monidpal  regalation,  as 
a  means  of  safety  and  preeervatiou,  those  who 
canvasa  their  prindple  are  not  called  apon  to 
contest  with  Uiem  on  ground,  which  not  only 
they  do  not  t^ke,  bnt  which,  offloially,  they 
disavow.  Aa  partial  repeal  would  not  m  snb- 
mia^on  to  either,  so,  also,  it  would  not  be  war 
with  either.  A  trade  to  Sweden  would  not  be 
war  with  Qreat  Britain ;  that  nation  is  her  ally, 
and  she  penults  it.  Nor  with  France,  though 
Bwflden  is  her  enemy,  she  does  not  prohibit  it. 
Ah  I  bat  say  tbe  cQoimiCtee,  "  a  measnre  which 
would  supply  exclusively  one  of  the  belligerents, 
would  be  war  with  the  other."  This  is  the 
State  secret ;  this  is  the  maater-key  to  the  whole 
policy.    You  must  not  only  do  what  tbe  letter 
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of  these  orders  prohibits,  bnt  you  must  not  sin 
against  tbe  spirit  of  them.  The  great  purpose 
is,  to  prevent  yonr  product  from  getting  to  onr 
enemy,  and  to  efleot  this  you  must  not  only  to 
act  aa  to  obey  the  terms  of  the  decrees,  bat 
keeping  tbe  great  purpose  of  them  alwaya  in 
nght,  yon  must  extend  their  consbnotJMi  to 
oasea  which  t^y  cannot,  by  any  role  of  reaaoo, 
be  made  to  inclnde. 

Sir,  I  have  done  with  tbia  report.  I  would  not 
have  anbmlttad  to  tbe  task  (rf  oanvaseiDg  it,  if 
ffentiamen  had  not  thrown  the  gauntlet  with 
tiie  ur  of  sturdy  deflanoe.  I  willmgly  leave  to 
this  House  and  tbe  nation  to  dedde  wbeUxr 
the  poation  I  took  in  the  commenoement  of  my 
argument  is  not  maintained ;  that  there  is  not 
one  of  the  prindpal  poeitiona  contained  in  tin 
IStb  page,  tbe  heart  of  this  report,  which  is 
true,  m  the  sense  and  to  the  extent  assumed  by 
the  coQunittee. 

It  was  under  these  general  impreniona  that  I 
Qsed  the  word  "  loathsome,"  which  has  to  often 
been  repeated.  Sir,  it  may  not  have  been  a  weB 
chosen  word.  It  was  that  which  happened  to 
come  to  band  flret,  I  meant  to  ezpreas  my  dis- 
gust at  what  appeared  to  me  a  mass  of  bold  m- 
snmptiona,  and  of  illy-eemented  sophiams. 

I  said,  also,  that  "  the  spirit  which  it  breath- 
ed was  dLegraceM."  Sir,  I  meant  no  refiectian 
upon  the  committee.  Honest  men  and  wise 
men  may  mistake  the  character  of  the  q»iit 
which  they  recommend,  or  by  which  they  are 
actuated.  When  called  upon  to  naaoa  coo- 
oemiDg  that  which,  by  adoption,  is  to  become 
identified  with  the  national  charact^,  I  am 
bonnd  toapeakof  itasit  appearsto  my  vinon.  I 
may  be  mistaken.  Tet,  I  ask  the  question ;  ia  not 
the  spirit  which  it  l>reatbes  disgraoefult  Is  it 
not  msgracefnt  to  abandon  the  exercise  o[  all 
our  commerdal  rigbta,  because  onr  rivals  in- 
terfere with  a  part ;  not  only  to  reftain  from 
exerciung  that  trade  which  they  prohibit,  but 
for  fear  of  giving  offence,  to  decline  that  which 
they  permit  t  la  it  not  iingnoetul,  after  in- 
flammatory reci^itnlation  of  insults,  and  plon- 
dennga,  and  bnmings,  and  coufiacationa,  and 
murders,  and  actual  war  made  upon  na,  to  talk 
of  nothing  but  alternatives,  of  general  dedafft- 
tious,  of  still  longer  snspenaion  of  our  rights,  and 
retreating  farther  out  of  "barm's  way  I"  If 
this  course  be  adopted  by  my  country,  I  hcve  1 
am  in  error  concerning  iU  real  character.  Bat 
to  my  seose,  this  wh^e  report  is  nothing  elaa 
than  a  recommendation  to  us  Of  the  absmdon- 
meut  of  cur  essential  rights  and  apologies  fiir 
doing  IL 

Before  t  sit  down,  I  feel  myself  oompelled  to 
notice  some  observations  wbitJi  have  been  matbe 
in  different  quarters  of  this  House  on  the  te- 
markfl  which,  at  an  early  atage  of  this  debue^ 
I  had  the  honor  of  submitting  to  ita  conMder&- 
tion.  My  honorable  eolleagne  (Mr,  Ba.oon)  waa 
pleased  to  represent  me  as  appealing  to  the 
people  over  the  beads  of  the  whole  Govomment, 
against  the  authority  of  a  law  which  had  not 
only  .the  sanction  of  all  the  legislative  branobei 
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of  (he  Qovamment,  bnt  also  of  the  Jadioinry. 
Sr,  I  made  no  snob  spptaL  I  did  not  eo  much 
M  dmaten  it.  I  admitted,  expreaely,  the  bind- 
iw  antbori^  of  th«  law.  Bat  I  oMm  a  right, 
i&di  J  eTer  will  olaim,  and  ever  will  eieroiec^ 
to  am,  on  this  floor,  m  j  opinion  of  the  onoon- 
•titnbooality  of  a  law,  and  m;  reaaoiu  for  that 
opinion,  as  a  valid  groond  for  ita  rq>eal.  Sir, 
1  will  luA  onlj  do  this,  I  will  do  more.  If  a 
kw  be,  in  m;  ^ipreben^n,  dangerooa  in  its 
^nd^ei,  rntnous  in  ita  oonaequenoefl,  above 
lU  if  it  M  nnconstitiilJonal,  I  will  not  fail  in 
vttrr  fair  and  honorable  way  to  awaken  the 
peofue  to  a  sense  of  their  peril ;  and  to  qtueken 
Ihem,  by  the  exercise  of  their  coiutitntional 
pHfiliegBH,  to  rindicata  tbemselvM  and  tbeir 
postcri?  fhim  min. 

Mj  honorable  colleague  (Ur.  Bioon)  was 
ilso  ^eaaed  to  refer  to  me,  "  as  a  man  of  dlvi- 
mooM  and  dislinotions,  waging  war  with  idrerbs, 
ud  dealing  in  fignres."  Sir,  I  am  sorr;  that 
nf  boDocMile  ooUeagne  shonld  stoop  "  from  his 
^de  of  place,"  at  sodi  humble  game  as  my 
poor  stjle  presents  to  him.  Certunly,  Hr. 
e^teako',  I  cannot  bat  confess  that,  "  deemiog 
lu^  "  of  the  station  which  I  hold ;  standing,  as 
it  were,  in  the  awfol  presence  of  an  assembled 
people,  I  am  more  than  ordinsriiy  anzions,  on 
all  oecMJODS,  to  select  the  beet  thong^ts  in  mj 
ucntw  storehonse,  and  to  adapt  to  them  the 
moat  sppnqiriate  dress  ia  my  intellectnal  ward~ 
zDbe.  I  know  not  whether  on  this  aoooant,  I 
im  jnstly  obnoxions  to  the  aeperity  of  my 
hmonUe  oolleagne.  Bnt,  on  the  snbject  of 
EgdrSB,  air,  tbia  I  know,  and  cannot  refrain 
frtm  aaswing  this  Honse  that,  as  on  the  one 
band,  I  slial^  to  the  extent  of  my  humble 
ttl^a,  always  be  ambitioaa,  and  never  cease 
atdiing  to  make  a  decent  fignre  on  this  floor ; 
so,  on  tbe  other,  J  nerer  can  be  ambitions,  bnt, 
OS  the  contrary,  shall  ever  strive  ehienj'  to 
avmd  enttiog  »flgni>a  like  my  honorable  ool- 
leWBft 

uw  g»tlemao  from  G«or{^  (Hr.  Tboop,) 
tbe  other  day,  tM  this  Hooee  tiiMt,  if  oom- 
nerce  were  permitted,  sQch  was  the  state  of  onr 
breigit  relationa,  none  bnt  baakmpte  ttonld 
tmij  (HI  trade.  ^,  the  honorable  gentleman 
hss  not  attuned  correct  infbrmation  in  this 
pKtkolar.  I  do  not  beliave  that  I  state  any 
thing  tSatrv^  the  real  bot,  when  I  say  that,  on 
theiay  tiiia  LeeiilatQrea8semUed,«De  hnadred 
naada,  at  least,  ware  lying  in  the  difl'erent 
fmU  sod  harbm  of  New  J^g*"^  loaded,  rid- 
iog  it  tin^  anchor,  ready  and  anions  for 
Btithing  so  mnch  as  for  your  leave  to  depart. 
Oftainly,  this  does  not  look  moeb  like  any 
doabt  that  a  fleld  of  advontageoas  oonuneroe 
i,  if  yon  woold  nnbar  the  door  to 
Ds.  That  this  was  the  case  in  Has- 
Ikoow.  Before  I  left  that  port  of  the 
aooatiy,  I  had  several  applicatioas  from  men, 
rto  stated  that  &^  hod  propeH;  in  sach 
■tastiuua,  and  stdiciting  me  bo  give  ttiem  the 
wAeat  infomutioa  of  yonr  probable  poUoy. 
Iht  nan  so  apidjing,  I  can  assure  the  Ilouse, 


were  no  bankrupts ;  but  intelligent  merchants, 
shrewd  to  perceive  their  tme  interests;  keen 
to  parsne  them.  The  some  honorable  gentle- 
man was  also  pleased  to  Hpesk  of  "  a  paltry 
trade  in  potash  and  codfish,"  and  to  refer  to  me' 
as  tbe  Representative  of  men  who  rused  "  bee^ 
and  pork,  and  batter  and  cbeeee,  and  potfltoe* 
and  cabbages."  Well,  sir,  I  confess  tbe  fact.  I 
em  tbe  iCepresentative,  tn  part,  of  men,  the 
prodncis  of  whose  indnstry  are  beef  and  pork, 
and  batter  and  chee«^  and  potatoes  and  cab- 
bages. And  let  me  tdl  that  honorable  gentle- 
man, that  I  would  not  yield  the  honmr  of  rep- 
reeentlng  snch  men.  to  be  the  Representatjve 
of  all  the  growers  of  cotton  and  rioe,  and  tobac- 
co and  inmga  in  the  whole  world.  Sir,  the 
men  whom  I  represent,  not  only  ruse  those 
hnmble  articles,  bnt  they  do  it  with  the  tabor 
of  their  own  hands,  with  tbe  sweat  of  their 
own  brows.  And  by  this,  their  habitoal  mode 
of  hardy  industry,  they  ocqaire  avigor  of  nerve, 
a  ab-ength  of  mnade,  and  spirit  of  intelligenoe, 
somewoat  charaoteristia.  And  let  me  say  to 
that  honorable  gentleman,  that  the  men  of 
whom  I  speak  irill  not,  at  his  call,  nor  at  the 
invitation  of  any  man  or  set  of  men  from  bis 
quarter  of  the  Union,  nndertake  to  "  drive  one 
another  into  the  ocean."  Bat,  on  the  contrary, 
whenever  they  once  realize  that  their  rights  are 
invaded,  they  will  unite,  like  abandof  Wthers, 
and  drive  their  enemies  there. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Eentncky, 
(Ur.  Johnson,)  speakiiu  of  the  embargo^  said, 
tiiat  this  was  the  kladof  oonfliot  which  oor 
fathers  waged;  and  my  honorable  oolleagne 
(Ur.  Baoo^  niadB  a  po<«  attempt  to  coufonnd 
this  policy  with  the  non-intercourse  and  non- 
importation agreement  of  1771  and  177S.  6ir, 
nothing  can  be  more  dissimilar.  The  non-lnter- 
oonrse  and  non-importation  agreement  of  that 
period,  ao  fiir  from  destroying  eommeroe,  fos- 
tered and  enoonraged  it  The  trade  with  Great 
Britain  was  indeed  voluntarily  obetmoted,  bnt 
the  enterpiise  of  onr  merohuits  found  a  new 
iDoentive  in  the  oommeroe  with  aS  the  other 
nations  of  the  f^obe,  which  snooeeded  immedi- 
ately on  our  eso^>e  from  the  ratmi^wly  of  the 
mouier  ooontry.  Our  navigation  was  never 
snspended.  Tbe  field  ofoommeroe  at  that  period,  ^ 

far  trma  being  blasted  by^gestiferoas  regola- 

for  the  sake~of  argnment,  that  the  embargt^ 


tions,  was  extanded  by  the  eSbot  of  the  r«strio- 
tiooB  adopted. 
But  let  UB  grant  all  that  they  assert    Admit, 


which  restruns  ns  now  from  oommnnication 
with  all  the  world,  is  precisely  synonymous 
with  that  uon-interoonrse  and  non-importation 
which  reetndned  ns  then  trora  Great  Britain. 
Sappoee  the  war,  which  we  now  wage  with  that 
nation.  Is  in  every  respect  the  same  as  that 
which  onr  fathers  waged  with  her  in  1774  nnd 
1775.  Have  we  from  the  effects  of  their  trial 
any  lively  hope  of  snccess  in  onr  present  at- 
tempt) Did  onr  Others  either  effect  a  change 
in  htf  ii^nrious  policy  or  prevent  a  war  by 
ncA-intercoiuBe )    Sir,  they  did  ndther  tbe  one 
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nor  the  other.  Her  polioy  was  never  ahanged 
nntU  abe  liad  been  beaten  on  our  BoiL  in  an 
«^ht  years'  war.  Our  fathen  never  relied  npon 
non-interooorge  and  non-importtttion,  as  mess- 
nres  of  hostdle  ooerrion.  They  placed  theli 
dependence  npon  them  solely  aa  means  of 
paciflo  inflnenoe  among  the  people  of  that  na- 
tion. The  relation  in  which  tliia  conntry  vtood 
at  that  time  with  regard  to  Great  Britain,  gave 
B  weight  and  a' potency  to  those  measnres  then, 
irhich  in  onr  present  relation  to  her,  we  can 
ntitber  hope  nor  imagine  poaaible.  Ac  that 
time  we  were  her  Ooloniee^apart  of  her  fomilj. 
Our  prosperity  waa  eaeentia]!;  hers.  So  it  was 
avowed  in  tbia  ooontry.  So  it  was  admitted  in 
Great  Britain.  Every  refttsal  of  intercourse 
vhioh  had  a  tendency  to  show  the  importance 
of  these  then  colonies  to  the  parent  eonntry,  of 
the  part  to  the  whole,  was  a  natnml  and  a  wae 
means  of  giving  weight  to  onr  remonstrances. 
We  pretended  not  to  control,  bnt  to  inflnenoe, 
Jq  making  her  feel  onr  importance.  In  this 
attempt  we  excited  no  national  pride  on  the 
Other  ude  of  the  AUantio.  Onr  snccees  was  no 
national  degradation,  for  the  more  we  develO] 
onr  resources  and  relative  weight,  the  more 
discovered  the  strength  eai  r«soarcea  of  the 
British  power.  We  were  the  component  parts 
of  itL  All  the  measnres  of  the  Colonies,  an- 
tecedent to  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
had  this  principle  for  their  bans.  As  snch,  non- 
importation and  non-interconrse  were  adopted 
in  this  country.  As  mch,  they  met  the  co- 
operation of  the  patriot*  of  Great  Britain,  who 
deemed  themselves  deviating  from  none  of  their 
national  duties,  when  they  avowed  themselves 
thesUiea  of  American  patriots,  to  drive,  throogb 
tlie  inflnenoe  of  the  toss  of  onr  trade,  the  min- 
istry from  their  places,  or  their  measnres. 
Thoee  patriots  did  co-operate  with  onr  fathers, 
and  that  c^raly,  in  exciting  discontent,  under 
theefiect  of  onr  non-interoonrse  agreements.  In 
to  doing,  they  failed  in  none  of  thkr  obliga- 
tions to  uieir  sovereign.  In  no  nation  can  it 
ever  be  a  fsdlnre  of  dnty  to  m^tain  that  the 
safety  of  the  whole  depends  on  preserving  Its 
dne  weight  to  every  part.  Tet,  notwithstand- 
ing the  natural  and  little  snspicions  nae  of  these 
instruments  of  inflnenoe,  notwithstanding  ^e 
real  of  the  American  people  coincided  with 
the  views  of  Confess,  and  a  mighty  party  ex- 
isted in  Great  Britain  openly  leagued,  with  onr 
fitthers,  to  give  wdght  and  eSaot  to  tn^  meas- 
nres, they  did  not  ^eot  the  purpMes  for  which 
they  were  pat  into  operation.  The  British 
pohoy  was  not  abandoned.  War  was  not  pre- 
vented. How  then  can  any  encoorogement  be 
drawn  fh>m  that  precedent,  to  support  na  under 
the  privations  of  the  present  system  of  com- 
mercial snspenBlanl  Can  any  nation  admit 
that  the  trade  of  another  is  so  important  to  her 
wel&re,  as  that  on  its  being  withdrawn,  any 
obnosioQs  policy  mnst  be  abandoned,  without 
at  the  same  time  admitting  that  she  is  no  longer 
independent?  Sir,  I  conld  indeed  wish  that  it 
were  in  onr  power  to  r^pilate  not  only  Great 


Britain,  but  the  whole  woild,  by  openini  ot 
dosing  our  ports.  It  would  be  a  gionooi  tiing 
for  onr  eonntry  to  possess  snch  a  mighty  wea- 
pon of  defence.  Bnt,  acting  In  ■  public  ca- 
pacity, with  the  high  responsibilitiei  ranltii^ 
from  the  great  interests  deiteudant  npca  my 
decision,  I  cannot  yield  to  tne  wiabes  at  loTe- 
uck  patriots,  or  the  visions  of  teemlDg  cntfan- 
nssts;  I  roust  see  the  aAoqatej  of  meaiu  to 
tiieir  ends.  I  moat  see,  not  merely  that  it  ii 
very  desirable  that  Great  Britun  ahodd  ba 
brought  to  onr  feet,  by  this  erobargo,  but  thit 
there  is  some  likelihood  of  mch  a  oaoseqirain 
to  the  meaanre,  before  I  can  conoor  in  thtt 
universal  distress  and  ruin  which,  if  mnd 
longer  continoed,  will  Inevitably  resnlt  from  it 
Since,  then,  every  dictate  of  sense  and  rcfee- 
tion  convinces  me  of  the  utter  futility  of  ^lia 
system,  as  a  means  of  coercion,  on  Gnat 
Brit»n,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  nrge  its  sbasdon- 
ment.  No,  sir,  not  even  although,  like  otlw^ 
I  shonld  be  assailed  by  all  tlie  terrcis  <tf  tli« 
outcry  of  British  inflnence. 

BeaDy,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  know  not  ho*  to  a- 
press  the  shame  and  disgust  with  which  I  vn 
nlled,  when  I  hear  language  of  this  kind  («4 
out  upon  this  floor,  and  thrown  in  the  hCM  t' 
men,  standing  justly  on  no  mean  height  ia  dn 
confidence  of  tneir  counttrmen.  Sir,  I  did, 
indeed,  know  that  such  vulgar  asperwons  were 
circulating  among  the  lower  pasrioas  (^  onr 
natnre.  Iknew  Uiat  snch  vile  Bnl>atanc«*«r( 
ever  tempenug  between  the  paws  of  mdm 
printer's  devil.  I  knew  that  fon]  eihalstioni 
like  these  daily  rose  in  our  cities,  and  enfi 
along  the  ground.  Just  as  hiffh  as  the  qririts  d 
lampblack  and  saline  oil  oould  elevate ;  ftllingi 
soon,  by  native  baseness,  into  oblivion,  in  the 
Jakes.  I  knew,  too,  that  this  species  of  pertf 
tnrinnation  was  a  ml^^  engine,  in  this  quarttf 
of  the  country,  on  an  election  day,  pla^  off 
from  the  top  <n  a  stump,  or  the  top  of  abogehead, 
while  the  gin  oironlated,  while  barbacne  v« 
roasting ;  in  thoae  luq^y,  fiatental  BBsoeiatiou 
and  eonsodations.  when  thosa  who  speak,  attcr 
without  reeponMbility,  and  those  wbo  lisws 
hear  Without  scrutiny.  But  litUe  did  I  think, 
that  sudh  odiotrn  sbapes  would  dare  to  obtrode 
themselves,  on  tliis  national  floor,  among  boa- 
orable  men ;— the  select  ^ep^eeeutati*e^  ^ 
confidential  agents  <^  a  wise,  a  thoughthl  v^ 
a  virtuous  people.  I  want  language  to  eip'M 
my  contempt  and  Indignation  at  the  sight. 

Bo  Gu- as  reepeots  tbe  attempt  which  has  bco 
made  to  cast  such  aspendona  on  that  part  of  tht 
country  which  I  have  the  honor  to  repTCeeiil,! 
beg  this  honorable  House  to  understand,  tliatn 
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they  may  g^  among  the  ignorant  and  Am 
upid  a  vacant  and  a  atariog  andienoe.  Bnt 
hen  once  these  suggestions  are  bron^t  to 
bear  npon  those  individQals  who  in  New  ^f!- 
iand  have  naturally  the  owfidenoe  cf  tbor 
oonntrymen,  there  fa  no  power  in  thsae  oaloiB- 
nJei.     The  men  who  now  lead  the  ir' ' 
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d  Ihit  connby,  uid  in  whow  ooonoila  the  peo- 
jie  on  the  day  when  the  tempest  BhsU  come 
*itl  Met  refoge,  are  men  whose  stake  is  in  the 
hhI,  irbose  interests  are  identified  vith  those 
«f  the  maaa  of  tbeir  brethren,  'whose  priTate 
lins  and  pnUtc  saorifloea  present  a  nsver-bil- 
iog  intidota  to  the  poison  of  malidons  Inveo- 
tiw.  Od  SDoh  men,  sir,  party  spirit  ma; 
indeed  cast  its  o^qh  filtii,  but  there  is  a  poUuk 
in  thdr  virtnee  to  wbion  no  sach  slime  can 
adhere.  Thej  are  owners  of  the  soil;  real 
jeomvtrj :  manj  of  them  men  who  led  in  the 
eotmdls  of  oor  conntir  in  the  dark  daj  which 
preceded  the  national  independence  ;  manv  of 
them  men  who,  like  mj  honorable  frigid  from 
CoDiHQticnt  on  mj  lefb,  (Mr.  Tjlmjudob,)  Etm>d 
bremoet  on  the  perilous  edge  of  battle ;  making 
their  breasts  in  the  day  of  danger  a  bnlwark 
tor  tbrir  ootuitiT-.  Tme  it  is,  Mr,  Speaker,  there 
is  another  and  a  ranch  njore  nnmeroos  class, 
composed  of  saoh  as  throngh  defect  of  age  can 
daimno  share  in  the  glories  of  our  Rerolirtion ; 
mch  H  have  not  ;et  been  bleet  with  the  happj 
offMrtooity  of  "  playing  the  man  "  for  their 
eonntry ;  generoDBSonsof  illnstiiDiiBEarefl;  men, 
not  to  be  deterred  flrom  fnlfilling  the  high  ob- 
Bgaiioits  the;  owe  to  this  people  by  the  si^t 
of  fbol  and  oSbDrive  weapons.  Hen  who,  with 
Gttle  experience  of  their  own  to  boast,  will  flj 
to  the  tombs  of  their  fiithers,  and  aaMtioniiig, 
eooeerninK  their  dnties,  the  spirit  wnioh  hovers 
there,  will  no  more  shrink  from  nurintriping 
their  native  rights,  through  fear  of  the  sharp- 
ness of  maleroleat  tongnes,  than  they  will,  If  pnt 
to  the  trial,  shrink  ftom  defending  them 
"  ~    h  &ax  of  the  sharpness  of  their  snemieB' 
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Then  Ifr.  Qdibot  had  condiided,  the  House 
■djonnied  without  taking  a  qnestion.    • 

Thdbsdat,  December  S. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Nbwtoh,  that  the  nnfln- 
UMd  buainew  of  festerdaf,  depending  at  the 
time  rf  adioDTnnient,  do  lie  on  the  table ;  and 
that  the  Hoose  do  now  resolve  itself  into  a 
(Wmittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  amendatoiy 
biD  aothoriring  the  President  to  employ  an  ad' 
£tional  number  of  revesne  cutters :  and  the 
psrtion  being  taken  thereupon,  it  was  resolved 
in  the  sffirmalivcb 

The  House  aooMdin^y  resolved  Itself  Into 
be  wid  committee ;  and,  af^r  some  time  spent 
tbcnin,  the  bill  was  reported  withont  amend- 
MDt,  nod  «dered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
tte  tldrd  tinM  to-day. 

Hrreifn  Stiatuttt. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
llu  Snt  member  of  the  first  resolution  report- 
«d  CB  Tbnrsday  last  from  the  Oommittee  of 
Ifae  Whole,  which  was  depending  yesterday  at 
&  thnfi  of  adjournment,  in  the  words  follow- 
ng^towit: 

"  fmlml.  That  the  tJnited  atatea  oannot,  with- 
Mt  A  Ml  lift  II  at  theJr  ri^ts,  hoDor,  and  Inde- 
(ndmoe,  mbmit  to  thelate  e^Ctsof  Qieat  Britala.' 


Mr.  Eet  said  that  it  was  with  mncb  regret 
that  he  had  seen  the  oonne  which  the  debate 
on  the  firfit  reeolntlon  had  taken ;  as  the  pro- 
positions oont^ed  in  that  reeolntion  met  hts 
entire  and  Aill  approbation,  he  conld  have 
wished  that  instead  of  the  discnssion  which  had 
taken  place,  a  silent,  dignified  vote,  the  spon- 
taneoDS  effeot  of  feeling  and  Jadgment,  had  at 
once  passed.  It  wonld  have  been  a  better 
course,  would  have  had  a  better  effect^  and  kept 
the  American  mind  from  the  impression  whtob 
the  protraction  of  the  diacossion  most  have  oo> 
casioned,  when  taken  in  connection  with  the 
snbjact.  A  view  however  of  the  embargo 
bad  been  gone  into  in  reepeot  to  its  past  effects 
at  home,  and  its  probable  htnre  e^cta  at  home 
and  abroad.  As  that  oonrse  had  been  adopted, 
he  said  he  should  find  an  apology  for  the  time 
which  he  should  occupy,  in  the  present  event- 
fol    crisis,  and  the  interest  it  univeisallf  ex- 

I  did  myself  believe  (s^d  Mr.  Ekt)  that  the 
first  resolution  was  an  abstract  proposition,  and 
I  still  think  so,  althongh  gentlemen  oondder  it 
special ;  but  sorely  a  speoial  proposition  may  be 
an  abstract  one.  That  wbion  I  oon^der  an  ab- 
stract proposition,  is  one  out  of  which  no  fntnre 
legialaave  proceedings  can  grow;  but  I  agree 
that  the  crisis  well  warrants  an  expresion  of 
the  public  voice. 

I  shall  take  up  the  report  and  reaolntiona  as 
a  Bystem,  not  with  a  view  to  condemn  the  re- 

Ert  at  all,  for  I  take  it  as  gentlemen  wish  it  to 
conMdeied.  Innderstona  thegentlemanfhnn 
Uassachiisette  (Mr.  Bioon)  as  stating  that  the 
committee  on  onr  foreign  relations  bsd  said 
nothing  of  the  embargo.  It  was  not  neoessary, 
Mr.  Spesker,  that  they  shonld,  for  the  embargo 
taw  oODtinnce  in  operation  nntil  repealed.  But 
surely  it  must  be  reeoUeoted  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Belatlons  in  their  reeoln- 
tions  seemed  to  conoder  the  system  whioh  they 
recommend,  as  including  a  continnance  of  the 
embargo ;  and  I  trust  I  meet  the  committee  on 
fiai^  and  firm  gronnd,  when  I  consider  their 
assent  to  be  implied  to  the  oonfiBuanoe  of  the 
embargo,  and  that  it  Is  their  c^oion  tJaX  the 
measures  which  they  reoommend,  united  with 
the  embargo,  form  an  effident  system  proper 
for  the  Amencan  people  to  adopt  at  this  time. 
I  ahall  necessarily  tberefore  endeavor  to  answer 
gentlemen  who  have  considered  the  embargo 
as  a  wise  measuTe  for  the  American  people ; 
that  they  are  competent  to  bear  it;  and  that 
it  will,  if  guarded  more  sednlonsly,  yet  work 
ont  the  poutioal  aalvatloa  of  our  land. 

That  the  embargo  Is  a  measure  severely  Mt 
by  our  country  at  lai^e,  and  by  some  portioni 
of  it  to  a  very  eminent  degree,  oannot  be  de- 
nied. I  did  not  expect  to  near  ita  effects  con- 
tradioted ;  but  they  have  beenln  some  measure 
softened  by  the  honorable  ohdrman  of  the  con^ 
mitlee.  I  think  the  presenre  of  this  measure . 
great^  and  in  some  places  requiring  all  the  ex- 
ertion of  patriotJam  to  support  iL  And  as  a 
proof  of  It  the  members  on  this  floor  ftom    . 
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diffennt  parts  of  the  Union  hftTe  only  ODnteDd- 
«d  whicb  s«cCioii  Buffered  most.  A  member 
from  HoBsachnsetts,  (Hr.  QciKor,}  because  he 
oouoeives  that  thirtj  miUiona  of  dbUan  have 
been  lost  to  the  £sBt«ni  oonii^  bf  the  meu- 
Dre,  hence  oondladea  that  the  faatem  ooDQtr? 
goffers  moBt.  The  gentlemw  from  the  Sonth- 
em  oountrj  aay  that  thej  ruse  sevens  millions 
of  pounds  of  cotton,  of  which  bnt  t«D  millioiu 
are  consomed  at  homo,  and  the  whole  of  the 
residne  [emsiiis  on  hand  ;  and  that  haTing 
seTentenths  of  their  produce  nssold,  conceive 
that  they  most  senMbly  feel  the  weight  oi  this 
affliction  in  th^  country.  A  member  from 
TirginiA  (Mr.  Rajtdolph)  will  not  yield  the 
palm  of  oppression  ta  either.  "  I  lire  (sud  the 
gentleman)  in  the  centre  of  the  tobacco  coimtry, 
whether  yon  draw  the  line  from  East  to  West, 
or  from  North  to  Sonth,  We  are  not  leas 
pressed  than  others,  for  we  have  no  vent  for 
this  article  so  obnozions  in  itself  bnt  which  tiie 
taste  of  mankind  has  rendered  nooessary." 
Now,  with  erest  deference  to  a3i  theae  gentle- 
men, I  say  uiat  my  oonntry  snfiers  most.  The 
SoQthem  conntry  poageeses  its  atsplee,  which 
bnt  remun  on  band;  their  Tsloe  only  dimin- 
i^ed  by  the  non-ezporL  Tobacco  and  cotton 
may  be  in^eerred  withoat  material  injury  for  a 
length  (^tiine.  We  know  that  at  the  dose  of 
the  Bevolntlonary  war  tobacco  bore  a  greater 
price  Uian  previous  to  its  commencement,  and 
amply  remnaerated  the  holders.  Bat  I  repre- 
sent an  agricnltnral  oomitry.  What  can  T«ansdtBt« 
■wheat  dcTonred  hy  the  fly  ?  What  restore  flonr 
soured  in  the  barrel  t  Oar  produce  perishes, 
the  subject  is  destroyed.  So  br  therefore  as  I 
represent  an  extensive  and  fBrtile  fanning 
district^  I  will  not  yield  the  palm  of  preaenre  to 
the  ootton  and  tobacco  conntry.  80  great  has 
been  the  feeling  of  the  people  that  it  has 
wronght  a  wondrons  change  in  the  State  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  repreeent ;  not  in  men  who 
ore  either  deluded  or  deceived,  as  intjmated  by 
tiie  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Oahfbbll,) 
but  men  who,  by  the  preesnre  of  the  embargo 
itseli^  have  been  driven  to  reflection,  and  by 
reflection  removed  the  film  from  thai  eyea,  and 
thereby  seen  their  true  interests  more  distinctly. 
In  the  course  of  the  last  Winter,  the  L^iaiatmre 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  believing  that  the 
Orders  in  Gomicil  jniitifled  the  embargo,  and 
that  it  was  a  wise  measure,  approved  of  it. 
Bneoeeding  eleotjona  have  taken  place,  and  the 

E resent  House  of  Representatives  tells  yon  that 
,  is  most  ronions  and  oppresBve.  Such  oei^ 
tunly  are  its  effects  in  the  State  of  Maryland ; 
and  I  shoidd  illy  represent  my  own  district,  if 
I  did  not  HO  declare.  Gentlemen  will  say  that 
I  should  rather  be  pleased  with  the  change  than 
regret  it;  but,  so  help  me  God,  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
am  much  less  ansons  what  description  of  citi- 
zens administers  the  affUrs  of  the  oonntry,  than 
that  they  should  be  well  administered  ;  that  it 
should  protect  the  liberty,  give  to  labor  its  just 
reword,  and  prnnote  this  happiness  and  pros- 
perity of  the  citizens. 


But  it  is  sQeged,  by  the  honorable  chtiruun 
of  Che  committee,  (Mr.  Cakpbsu.0  ^^  ^^ 
a  delusion ;  that  the  people  do  not  omnprebend 
the  subject ;  for  that  it  is  the  Orders  in  Coundl 
which  have  produced  oar  Qmbairaasmenta,  ud 
not  the  embargo.  Here  then,  nr,  I  sm  preiwlf 
at  Iseue  with  tbat  leaned  and  hononble  gen- 
tleman. I  contend  that  the  prepare  on  th« 
people  Is  ceased  hy  the  embargo,  and  not  by 
the  Orders  in  Council.  However  apecdsfiTe 
theorists  may  reason,  there  is  proof  aoraad,  and 
stubborn  beta  to  c<mtradict  their  rtatoniiig. 
Teat  the  market  from  Boston  to  Bsvumih,  h 
to  the  price  which  yon  may  get  at  oine^  itp 
credit,  the  embaigobdng  continued,  or  onoon- 
dition  that  the  embargo  be  repealed  in  tMitj 
days.  Is  there  no  difference  in  the  price  undet 
these  dronmstancest  I  know  well  from  ei' 
petieaosv  and  the  whole  conntiT  knows,  tbit  if 
theembargo  be  now  taken  oS;  the  price  of  sreiy 
ntedes  of  jwodnce  will  rise  fifty  per  cenL  Ths 
^predation  In  price  then  flows  from  tlis  «iit- 
bargo.  Remove  it  and  they  will  give  you  man ; 
keep  it  on  and  they  will  give  yon  less.  Then 
are  enbbom  &ots,  and  every  man  who  haa  ^n» 
to  the  market  wiH  attest  their  oorrectaeai.  m 
may  reason  as  you  please;  but  there  is  not » 
former  that  can  be  reasoned  out  of  hia  hsbcs, 
espedallj  when  they  are  sharpened  a  Uctle  h} 
necessity.  I  hold  these  facts  to  be  mora  con- 
elusive  than  any  abstract  reasoning  to  prors 
that  the  embargo  does  work  adiminationiDtbs 
valae  ot  the  artioles  which  we  have  for  sale.  It 
this  be  iba  case,  it  resalts,  sir,  that  we  mut 
ascribe  to  the  operaticm  of  that  messore  the 
loss  ODT  country  now  so  greatly  feels.  Oni 
dtisens  are  not  so  nninformed  ss  the  eeutlemsn 
from  Tennessee  imagines.  He  thim^  sad  I 
agree  with  him,  that  the  public  voice  will  }» 
generally  right  when  the  people  are  well  ^ 
formed,  "niey  have  seen  all  the  offldal  oot^ 
mmuoations  which  have  been  published,  tod 
are  competed  to  Judge  whether  the  Orders  in 
OouQcil  justified  the  embargo,  and  whether,  if 
the  embarJio  had  not  been  laid,  they  woolo 
have  wronght  that  eSetA  which  we  now  M 
sensibly  feel.  Instead  of  being  deluded,  n^ 
their  eyee  are  open,  and  the  film  removed;  um 
they  see  that  the  embargo  was  not  Jnstified  ij 
necessity,  and  as  fkr  as  their  opioion  has  bees 
ezpresed,  that  It  was  impolitic  and  nowise. 

The  gentleman  seems  to  think  that  th* 
country  cannot  feel  much  because  it  feeds  viS\ 
bnt  we  ma;  feel  and  feed  at  the  same  time.  » 
is  plenty  that  we  complain  of.  Our  surplus  ii 
tonohod  by  this  torpedo,  the  embargo,  and  if 
thereby  rendered  oselesa.  But  gentlemen  nj 
that  if  the  embargo  were  now  taken  oB,  « 
could  not  trade ;  and  a  calculation  has  been 
entered  into  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennesee 
in  opposition  to  one  made  by  me  at  the  liA 
session.  I  have  not  seen  my  calculation  ^ 
months,  «r ;  it  is  before  the  pnblifr— the  geit- 
tieman's  statement  will  go  to  the  same  tribnns^ 
and  I  am  willing  to  commit  my  slender  repots- 
tlon  to  the  country  for  the  accuracy  of  mine, 
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ud  let  the  people  Jndge  between  ds.  The  gen- 
tteman  tella  3'oa  that  w«  hare  no  commerce  te 
naort  to  whicb  wonld  be  either  safe  or  proflt- 
ibk.  It  is  etrmge  we  cannot  confide  tne  de- 
anon  of  this  qneetion  to  commercial  men — ibr 
vhateommerdal  man  wonld  Dndert«ke  a  T07. 
s^  which  ahall  be  attended  with  certain  niin  f 
I  bid  tbonght  that  men  of  great  experience  and 
iiifomiation,  and  whose  knowledge  wiu  aharp- 
med  bj  interest,  might  be  Bafelj  oonflded  in. 
Birt  merchants,  whose  habits  of  life  have  led 
tlwm  to  calonlate,  whose  information  extends 
to  every  part  of  the  world,  are  not  to  be  trusted 
with  tbe  pMseoation  of  tbeb  own  interest,  bnt 
w«  nnut  kindly  take  it  in  hand  for  tliem  I  Bir, 
E  e(Bitend  that  oonunerce  had  better  be  I(^  free 
for  merchants  to  find  a  market,  which  ever; 
one  knows  thej  wonld  do,  fivm  their  eagerness 
now  to  ihip.  If  thej  oonld  not  export  with 
■afetf,  OT  pro6t,  they  wonld  lay  a  voluntary 
eobargo^  ten  thousand  limes  better  than  a  co- 
«rrin  one  \  the  very  necessity  of  ooeroion  shows 
that  oar  nwrchanta  wonld  sail,  were  it  no 
the  emiwrgo.  I  oont«nd  that  the  embargo  Is 
ndoma  and  oppresaive.  Need  I  say  any  tJiing 
ftrtberon  the  Hnbjectt  Look  at  the  country. 
Hm  courts  of  justice  shut  in  one  of  the  Bonthera 
Ststes;  execnUonB  suspended  in  a  State  eon- 
tigoons  to  this ;  and  Uaryland  reduced  to  the 
tame  neceeaity,  from  the  circomstanoe  of  there 
bnng  no  market  for  our  prodace.  So  great  is 
iht  pcasure  that  the  p^ple  have  it  not  in  their 
ptncer  to  pay  tbeir  ordinary  debts ;  and  how 
doqBMit  ia  the  fact  that  in  a  moment  of  peace 
(fbr  oertsinly  there  is  not  war)  we  are  compel- 
led to  arrest  the  current  of  Justice.  The  legis- 
lative acts  depict  the  situation  of  the  conntry 
BMra itrikiDj^  than  volumesof  arzument  The 
State  L^iilatDres  know  the  Inability  of  th^ 
dtiiens  to  pay,  and  htdd  ont  a  kind  hand  to  bb- 
Hstth«m. 

In  pcint  of  revenue  how  does  it  work  ?  The 
ixaonhle  chairman  of  the  committee,  (Ifr. 
OAMnsLL,)  in  a  speech  of  great  learniog  and 
ioveotigatioa,  told  ns  that  the  Treasury  never 
WIS  more  fhO.  I  wish  tbe  documents  were  be- 
fgre  tbe  House  to  conviuce  us  of  it.  But  did 
ID  atom  of  it  flow  in  from  tbe  operation  of  the 
(odiargo!  If  there  be  such  a  surplns,  it  only 
Aows  tbe  beneficial  operation  of  tbe  system 
pvsoed  anterior  to  tbe  embargo.  What  is  to 
U  your  Treasnry  now,  if  the  people  cannot  sell 
'Atai  producta  \  "What  will  in  this  case  become 
ef  jvor  source  of  wealth  in  the  Western  country  t 
1m  people  con  ncather  buy  lands,  nor  bnyino, 

Cfor  them.  Where  is  the  impost  duty  whii£ 
supported  the  Government,  and  sunk  to  a 
Moidersble  degree  the  national  debt!  The 
wmaA.  yon  prevent  all  importation,  there  is 
■  Vler  eitinction  of  impost  revenue ;  and  at 
tme  a  physical  InaMlity  to  produce  any  fyom 
tt*  people  at  large.  We  are  a  rich  conn^, 
domding  in  the  necessaries  of  life ;  we  have 
imj'ii  worth,  bnt  no  money.  Nor  can  our 
Mfle  by  any  practical  raeans  raise  money  to 
idny  the  expenses  of  8tat«  Govenunenia, 
Toi.  IT.— « 


much  more  of  that  of  tbe  Uoited  States.  I  am 
in  tbe  conntry,  sir;  I  cannot  collect  my  rents, 
my  neighbors  cannot  seH  wheat  or  tobacco.  All 
is  stopped.  I  ask  then  what  phyrical  ability 
we  have  to  discharge  the  State  taxes,  or  any 
other  I  We  have  no  other  way  of  getting 
money  bnt  through  the  sale  of  oar  produce. 
QentlemoD  say  that  our  revenue  would  fidl  Jost 
OS  short,  supposing  the  embargo  to  be  raised. 
That  is  begging  the  question,  air.  They  assume 
that  for  a  truln  which  they  ought  to  prove  in 
the  first  instance.  Leave  commerce  open,  and 
yon  will  soon  have  money  in  return  for  onr 
produce,  or  that  which  will  procure  it.  Beve> 
nue  la  the  life  of  Govenunent,  and  let  me  sup- 
pose gentlemen  to  be  sittiuf;  here  thirt«ea 
mouths  hence,  on  the  first  of  January,  ISIO. 
Where  is  your  revenue  then  to  oome  fromt 
You  have  dried  up  every  source  of  tbe  national 
wealth.  What  must  yon  dot  Either  borrow 
or  ruse  money  by  direct  taxation.  There  is  no 
doabt  what  most  be  resorted  to ;  and  it  was 
touched  with  great  ability,  thongh  slightly 
touched,  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Randolph,)  as  to  the  oonseqnenoes  which  must 
grow  out  of  such  a  system  of  direct  taxation. 
This  species  of  taxation  is  consonant  to  the 
genius  of  the  country,  to  the  habits  of  onr  peo- 
ple— it  comes  too  close  to  the  pocket  of  the 
Bgricnlturist,  and  is  besidee  a  source  of  revenne 
which  ought  to  belong  exclusively  V>  the 
States.  I  bold  it  as  a  political  truism,  tltat 
□pon  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  each 
State,  as  guarantjed  by  the  oonstltution,  do  onr 
liberties  depend.  I  know  that  some  of  the 
ablest  men  In  America  opposed  the  adoption  of 
the  Federal  Constitution  on  this  ground:  that 
the  General  Qovemment  being  raised  and  sup- 
ported on  external  mattera  only,  if  the  time 
ahonld  every  arrive  at  which  foreign  commerce 
should  cease,  and  internal  taxee  be  resorted  to^ 
that  great  wonld  be  the  conflict  between  the 
officers  of  the  State  and  General  Govemmenta, 
which  Tvonld  ultimately  end  in  tbe  i^ostration 
of  State  rights.  Gentlemen  call  the  embarga 
in  silken  phrase,  a  temporal?  suspensitm  of 
commerce.  I  wiH  call  it  by  its  own  name ;  it 
is  better  known  to  tbe  people  by  it  I  contend 
that  the  embargo  now  laid  is  a  perpetual  em- 
bargo, and  no  member  of  this  House  can  con- 
Btitutionally  say  it  is  otherwise;  for  the  im- 
mediate Bepresentativee  of  the  people  have  so 
played  the  game  as  to  leave  the  winning  trump 
out  of  their  own  hands,  and  must  now  have  a 
coincidence  in  opinion  both  of  the  Senate  and 
of  tbe  President  of  the  United  Btstes  to  effect 
its  repeal.  If  the  whole  of  this  body  were  to 
consent  to  arepeal,  and  amnjority  of  the  Senate, 
yet  the  President  might  rewst  them  both.  Is 
there  any  limitation  to  the  law  on  tbe  statute 
Ixiok)  No;  bnt  there  is  a  power  given  to  the 
"~""ident  to  suspend  it  in  the  whole  or  in  port, 
le  event  of  certain  contingencies.  Have 
those  oontingendee  happened }  Are  they  likely 
to  happen)  Ko,  sir;  snd  these  sre  tbe  views 
which  I  take  of  the  antijeot.    America,  anxious 
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to  get  Ted  of  this  bnrden,  hss  proffered  to  take 

it  o^  if  either  d  the  two  bcUigerente  would 
reiki  their  edicts  in  oa^&vor  ia  reUtion  to  HDoh 
one,  keepiEiK  it  on  io  T^ation  to  the  other. 
Wh&t  EajB  the  tarcastio British  Ministert  Wb;, 
elr,  that  they  haTe  no  csnae  of  oomplaint ;  that 
it  was  Uid  by  the  President  as  a  precaatioaar? 
measure ;  and  they  were  told  by  oar  Minister 
that  it  was  not  to  be  conadered  as  a  hostile 
measnre.  What  sara  France)  Bhe  givwns 
no  answer,  say  gentlemen.  A^o,  sir— and  is 
that  trust  Have  we  indeed  received  no 
answer!  I  think  we  have  one  that  woomls  our 
feelings  as  deeply  aa  the  answer  of  Mr.  Can- 
ning. It  is  the  utuation  of  oor  Minlatei'  abroad, 
who  says  he  dare  not  ask  for  an  answer,  becanse 
the  asking  it  might  be  itynrions  to  oor  cause. 
What,  have  we  a  Minister  abroad,  and  is  he 
afraid  or  nnwiUine  to  make  a  propositJoQ  to 
the  Government  where  he  is  resident!  Snrely, 
air,  that  state  of  things  fhmishea  as  definite  an 
answer  as  any  that  coold  be  given.  We  have 
no  hopes  that  either  will  remove  ita  ediota.  Sir, 
I  con^der  the  embargo  as  a  preminm  to  the 
commerce  of  Great  Britain.  GeaUemen  say 
that  she  is  a  great  power,  a  Jealona  power,  end 
possessed  of  a  mooopolizing  spirit  If  these 
views  be  correct,  by  annihilating  oor  oommerce, 
do  we  not  yield  the  seas  to  her,  and  hold  ont 
an  indncement  to  her  forever  to  oontinoe  her 
orders  in  force!  What  proepeet  is  there  that 
tlie  embargo  will  he  removed!  It  cannot  now 
be  got  rid  of  by  a  vote  of  this  Eoose.  We  are 
saddled  with  it.  If  we  cast  oar  eyes  to  pro- 
ceedings elsewhere  oonalitntionaUy  held  on  the 
some  snl^eot,  we  shall  tlnd  that  it  is  to  remain 
still  farther  to  oppress  and  burden  the  people  of 
this  country  with  increased  rigor. 

Aa  a  measore  of  finance  it  has  laid  the  axe  to 
the  root  The  b«e  is  down  that  bore  the  gold- 
en fruit,  and  will  not  agun  grow  till  we  ease 
ourselves  of  this  measure.  In  a  fiscal  point  of 
view  I  cannot  then  for  my  life  think  it  a  wise 
or  provident  measure.  But  as  a  preparation 
for  war,  it  is  still  wone ;  becanse  it  produces 
&  deficiency  of  that  ont  of  which  war  alone 
cannot  be  sustained.  Instead  of  havingmonej 
for  year  Bnrploa  produce,  it  rots  upon  yonr 
hands;  instead  of  receiving  a  rwnlor  revenue, 
we  have  arrested  ita  oonrse,  and  dried  np  the 
verv  source  of  the  fonntaJn.  As  to  preparation 
at  nome,  which  is  the  only  preparation  con- 
templated to  make,  what  or  whom  is  it  against ! 
Agtunst  France !  She  cannot  come  here.  •  Or 
against  England,  who,  with  the  monopoly  of 
commerce  which  yon  leave  her  to  emoy,  has 
no  object  fnrtber  to  annoy  you  I  I  btJieve,  as 
a  preparation  for  war,  the  best  expedient  would 
be  to  get  as  much  money  as  we  could,  to  send 
ont  our  surplus  produce  and  bring  back  theaup- 
plies  necessary  for  an  army  if  to  do  raised  at  oil 
— to  arm  and  discipline  the  militia.  A  raising  of 
the  embargo  would  be  a  preparation  for  war — it 
would  bring  us  artJdee  of  the  first  necessity  for 
our  surplus.  But  on  a  continuation  of  the  em- 
bugo,  things  mnst  progress  from  bad  to  worse. 


Another  thing,  sir;  I  do  not  Dow  mean  to 
take  a  constitutional  view  of  the  satgect— bat 
will  not  geutiemen  pause  and  reflect  on  tlte 
continuanceof  the  embargo!  It  is  wA  known 
that  the  General  Government  grew  onl  of  a 
spirit  of  compron^se.  The  great  acUiora  tt 
that  iuHtrnment  were  well  acquainted  with  ths 
term  embargo.  A  temporary  embargo  for  tlit 
purpose  of  sending  ont  a  sqnadron  or  conceal- 
mg  an  equipment,  was  well  nndentood.  But  C 
atf  every  one  wlio  hears  me,  if  a  qneation  had 
been  agitated  in  convention  to  give  Congreai  a 
power  to  lay  an  embargo  for  one  or  two  jesn, 
if  the  Eastern  or  comm^-cial  States  would  ban 
agreed  to  It  t  Does  any  man  believe  it !  Kn  ■ 
man  who  -knows  the  oonntry  csn  believe  il 
With  what  sedoloos  anzie^  did  theysajii"* 
negative  provision  of  the  constitntion,  tint 
Congress  shoold  not  1^  an  ezport  duty!  Ym 
are  prohibited  the  minor  power  of  taxing  Al- 
ports, and  yet  yon  stop  exports  sltogelhNfv 
an  indefinite  term.  It  is  utterly  incoDoeiTiUa 
that  the  States  interested  in  oommerce  ihooU 
have  Kiven  their  assent  to  any  such  powai 
HO  self-destrnotive.  If  tbey  had  given  thtco, 
they  ought  to  l>e  most  clear ;  not  by  iinpli<!sll(His 
but  most  mamfest  The  exerdse  of  povoi 
counteracting  principles  most  dear  to  ererfpi't 
of  the  community,  ongbt  to  be  aaeumed  with 
the  ntmost  caution.  Under  that  view,  exc^tlbe 
measure  be  most  wise  in  itself  and  its  eSixMaaA 
clear,  the  Government  ought  not  to  oontiwil 
the  emI)argo.  But  why  ia  it  to  be  umtdniiedl 
We  have  taken  some  view-  (^  its  effects  at  boiK. 
Let  ns  see  what  effects  may  be  expeetedlobt 
produced  by  it  abroad.  An  honoraUegende- 
man  told  us  an  hundred  millions  were  saved  bj 
laving  the  embargo,  a  sum  nearly  eqnal  to  IM 
whole  exports  of  the  United  States  for  me  Jtt, 
exclnding  the  capital  employed.  Tbefirsttwo 
or  three  sdzures  of  vesseb,  sir,  would  iiave  tai 
an  alarm  abroad,  and  tbe  danger  been  so  mm- 
nent,  they  would  have  voluntarily  retired  frna 
destrnctioD.  There  are  no  reasonable  data  &oa 
which  to  infer  that  one  bnndred  millioiu  <h 
OUT  property  ooald  at  any  one  time  hars  SUw 
a  prey.  Some  few  veasela  might  have  bw* 
taken,  bnt  the  rest  would  have  escaped  a» 
grasp  of  the  power  which  harassed  them. 

I  will  now  examine  the  character  of  tlui 
measure ;  for  upon  my  word,  sir,  it  seems  * 
political  nondescript,  thoogb  wa  feel  its  effoeti 
so  severely.  The  Prerident  tells  yon  it  a  » 
measure  of  precaution  only ;  and  yet  w«  ••* 
told  by  the  gentlemen  that  it  is  s  ^>«^  * 
war,  which  America  can  best  use  to  ooeroe  fW 
two  greatest  powers  on  the  earth,  oomnianain* 
land  and  sea,  to  tmckle  at  our  feet.  I  bK" 
not  how  gentleman  can  place  oiir  """"•""J^ 
with  foreign  nations  in  sneh  a  predioania»!  ; 
whilst  the  President  officially  holds  out  to  tM 
wqrld  that  the  emba^  was  a  peaceful  mtaait, 
gentlemen  now  say  that  it  is  a  coercive  <m* 
sort  of  quasi  war.  I  recollect  a  gentie"WiL  " 
the  last  session  making  an  estimate  of  the  n  w| 
Indies  being   worth  an  hundred  millions  v 


.,L-ooglc 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


180K,] 


[H.  o*  B. 


Britiin,  and  predicting  that  before  the  meaenre 
Tu  Biaety  days  known  in  the  West  Indies,  it 
mntd  bring  tbat  nalioa  to  our  feet,  that  it 
would  act  as  a  great  political  lever,  resting  its 
fnknuD  on  Jamaica,  and  move  all  Enrope  to 
mrwi^M.  Doable  the  nnraber  of  days  have 
■lapsed,  and  they  hold  out  insulting  ISingaaga. 
Hov  then  can  we  trust  to  the  future  predictions 
of  rmtlemen  I  Their  error  arises  from  a  want 
of  Knowledge  of  the  conntry;  a  little  experience 
ia  worth  all  the  theory  in  the  world.  In  the 
years  1TT4^'S,  an  honorable  feeling  adopted  a 
Don-eiportation  and  non-importation  agree- 
ment, more  (bithfUly  eiecnted  by  patriotism 
than  any  law  dnce  made  or  enaot«a ;  for  every 
taniily  rehsed  to  nse  an  article  which  was  not 
raised  within  the  bosom  of  its  own  conntry. 
Did  it  prodncfl  starration  in  the  West  Indies! 
No,  at;  the  politicians  of  that  day  did  not  bo 
cdcaUte.  They  knew  the  reeonroes  of  those 
idanda,  and  told  them  that  if  they  would  con- 
VNl  a  part  of  th^  sugar  plantations  into  com- 
fietdi,  they  wonld  not  suffer.  We  are  now  in  the 
bsbitrfoTerralningotirselres  and imdervataing 
our  enemies.  Coroe  the  day  when  it  will,  we 
tbaB  have  no  ignoble  foes  to  meet 

In  the  BeroTntionOT  war  how  did  England 
stand — how  her  islandst  Forseveral  yeais  she 
wu  at  war  with  America,  with  Holland,  with 
^itin,  with  France,  whose  fleets  in  the  East 
and  West  Indies  were  often  eqnal,  sometimes 
Eoperiorto  herown,  and  an  armed  neatrality  in 
the  North — dnring  this  period  a  French  fleet 
bloekaded  the  Gheeapeake,  and  aided  the  cap- 
tore  of  Comwallis,  and  threatened  the  British 
idiodfr— bnt  how  was  this  conflict  with  the 
wnld  snstdned  t  Were  the  islands  stiu-Ted 
during  these  years  t  did  they  fid)  I  Ko,  sir ;  the 
Brifiji  nation  braved  the  storm,  and  was  oi^ 
eonqnered  by  her  sons — America  was  victorions 
and  independent ;  bnt  Enrope  retired  discom- 
fited. Kr,  America  can  again  prove  victorious, 
bnt  it  most  be  bj  other  measnres  than  embar- 
gate — destractive  only  at  home  and  withoat 
dleet  abroad. 

It  is  nid  that  one  reason  why  the  embargo 
has  not  pressed  so.  hard  on  Great  Brit^  as  it 
miffat,  ta,  that  it  has  not  been  so  tightiy  drawn 
u  it  may  be  :  that  our  citizens  have  evaded  it. 
And,  9r,  if  I  have  not  any  (^eoEraphical  knowl- 
edge of  the  ooontiy,  tighten  the  cords  as  yon 
ntj  by  revenue  cutters  and  ^[tmboats  on  the 
nabqard,  and  oollectors  and  military  on  land, 
tb^irill  escape  both.  Interest,  ever  alert,  will 
>vdl  Itself  of  onr  extensive  coast  and  elnde  the 
hw. 

Bat  gentlfimen  say  tb^  are  not  accoantable  for 
tte  minre  inEn^and,  from  another  canse — the 
Itsgna^  of  the  ^blic  j^pere  and  pamphlets  of 
ttc  antt-embargoista.  The  enemy,  we  are  told, 
faabeen  indnoed  to  hold  oot  nnder  the  idea  that 
America  will  yield.  Sir,  wonld  Great  Britain 
rdy  fw  her  oradea  on  the  newspapers  or  pam- 
^Jets  of  this  conntry)  Have  those  cansef 
wronf^t  on  her  a  perseverance  in  her  measnres  t 
I  wonder,  rir,  that^  in  the  anxiety  to  find  oanses, 


gentlemen  never  cast  thdr  eyes  to  ofiicial  docn- 
ments — to  a  very  important  State  paper  issned 
on  this  side  the  Atlantic — saying  that  the 
marshals  and  civil  force  were  not  adeqnate  to 
enforcetheeinbargo,  Whenthe Presidents  proc- 
lamation arrived  in  England,  no  donbt  cooldhave 
remained  of  the  effectof  the  embargo.    Another 

Snblic  record  accompanied  itr— *n  act  of  one  of  the 
tatcs  arresting  eiecntions  for  debt  dnring  the 
contjnoance  of  the  embargo,  and  for  six  months 
afterwards.  With  ttiese  public  dooaments  be- 
fore them,  the  British  nation  wonld  be  more 
apt  to  indge,  and  more  correctly  jndge,  of  the 
intemu  situation  of  the  country,  uan  from  all 
the  periodical  pablications  of  the  day  pnt 
together.  Pamphlets  also  have  been  written 
in  this  conntry,  of  which  it  is  said  the  British 
Ministry  have  availed  themselves,  to  induce 
their  people  to  believe  that  the  United   States 


earth,  and  will  reepect  the  laws,  andn  .. 
be  made  to  respect  them.  They  will  obey  them 
from  principle;  they  mast  be  made  to  obey 
them  if  they  do  not ;  for,  while  a  law  is  in  ex- 
istence, it  mnst  be  enforced.  But  I  am  some- 
what surprised  that  gentlemen  who  talk  of 
opposition  cublieationsln  this  conntry,  as  iafla- 
encing  England,  should  derive  all  their  polilioal 
data  from  British  newspaper  publications  or 
opposition  pamphlets.  Bntish  oppodtion  papers 
and  pamphlets  are  with  them  the  best  things  in 
rid;  but  nothing  said  here  mflst  be  re- 
there  as  correct.  Even  Mr.  Baring  baa 
Been  quoted,  who  is  a  commission  merchant,  to 
the  ^^atest  extent  perhaps  known  in  the  world. 
The  Louisiana  purcnase  of  fifteen  millions  was 
nothing  to  him  as  a  commisuon  merchant  The 
next  writer  referred  to,  is  Mr.  Brougham, 
brought  before  ParUament,  to  assert  the  rights 
of  a  body  of  merchants  confined  almost  excln- 
eivelv  to  the  continental  trade.  He  came  for- 
ward on  their  account,  and  the  fact  was  demon- 
strated, notwithstanding  his  exertions,  that  the 
Orders  in  Oonncil  did  not,  but  the  prior  French 
decrees  ffid,  cnrtail  that  commerce.  So  the 
majority  thought  and  acted  on  that  supposition. 
If  the  continuance  of  the  embargo,  then,  does 
not  prodace  a  change  in  the  policy  of  Great 
Briton,  by  its  operation  on  the  West  Indies,  if 
they  resort  to  docnments  in  this  country,  or 
even  to  speeches  on  this  floor,  they  will  proba- 
bly continue  the  conflict  of  suffering  as  long 
as  we  are  able  to  endure  it,  and  continne  onr 
measures.  For  my  opinion  is,  sir,  that  the  ex- 
tent of  onr  seaboard  affords  such  opportunities 
for  evasion,  that,  unless  we  station  cutters 
within  hail  of  each  other,  on  our  whole  coast, 
they  will  not  be  competent  to  carry  oar  laws 
into  effect.  It  will  be  beneflting  the  British 
colonies  at  the  expense  of  oar  own  conntry. 

The  continuance  of  our  measures  msy  be  pro- 
ductive of  another  consequence,  attended  with 
more  serious  mischief  than  all  others  together 
— the  diversion  of  trade  from  us  toother  chan- 
nels.    Look  at  both  rides  of  the  case.    If  Great 
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Britain  holds  on,  (and  mf  predictions  are  not 
fulfilled,  or  ahe  will  persevereO  she  will  look 
for  other  reeoorcas  of  anpplT,  that,  in  the  eveot 
of  a  war,  she  maj  not  tw  esBentiallf  iojnred, 
Bbe  will  endeavor  to  arrange  her  soorcee  of 
sappl7,  BO  that  do  one  nation  refusing  to  deal 
with  her  shall  have  it  in  tbeir  power  materiallj 
Tto  impair  ber  interests.  As  to  trntton,  large 
quantities  of  this  ftnide  were  formerly  drawn 
from  the  Wast  Indies.  The  destruction  of  the 
sogar  estates  in  SL  Domingo  gave  a  new  direc- 
tion to  cnltivaiion.  Thej  ceased  to  grow  in 
many  of  the  West  India  islands  that  article 
which  they  formerly  liad  raised  to  a  consider- 
able ezten^  (oottpn,)  and  which,  if  the  increased 
labor  employed  in  the  sngar  cotates,  now  ade- 
quate to  the  supply  of  Europe,  be  not  profitable, 
they  will  again  onltivste.  The  Braztls  will  as- 
sist to  take  a  sufBcient  quantity  for  consamp- 
tion,  (and,  as  well  as  my  memory  serves  me, 
they  prodace  seventy  or  eighty  thonsand  bags 
annually ;)  t^id  Sonth  America  will  add  her  sup- 
pUes.  I  grant  that  we  can  now  nadetsell  these 
ooantries;  but  I  beg  gentlemen  to  panse  before 
they  drive  England  into  a  change  of  commer- 
cial habits,  which  in  the  hour  ^  futnre  peace 
may  never  be  folly  restored,  and  thos  inflict 
deep  and  lasting  wonnds  npon  our  prosperity. 
Sir,  we  are  told  tliat  we  are  to  prodnce  great 
eSects  by  the  continmtnoe  of  the  embargo  and 
non-interoourse  with  this  nation.  Do  gende- 
men  who  were  in  the  m^ority  on  the  soHect 
'  of  the  etobargo  when  laid  (for  I  was  anxious 
then  that  at  least  foreign  nationa  might  come 
and  give  cs  what  we  wanted  in  exchange  for 
oar  product)  recolleot  their  argument  against 
permitting  foreign  vessels  to  come  and  take  our 
prodace  ;  Chat  it  was  privily  all  on  one  ude; 
that  it  woald  be  nominal  to  fVance,  while  Eng- 
land would  be  the  sole  carrier)  Now,  sk,  as 
to  the  uoD-icteroonrse  system — how  does  ttiat 
operatet  France  has  no  commerce — cannot 
oome  here — and  therefore  is  not  iqjared  by  her 
eiclnaion  from  our  ports.  It  operates  solely 
on  England.  If  the  argnment  was  then  correct, 
to  avoid  the  measure  because  it  operated  to  the 
nole  benefit  of  England,  what  sh^  we  think  of 
the  Don-inCercODTse  measure  which  operates 
solely  against  her)  In  a  oommeroial  view, 
therefore,  and  in  point  of  interest,  this  country 
will  b«  deeply  benefited  by  a  removal  of  the 
«mbarga 

But,  gentlemen  say  that  the  honor  of  the 
country  is  at  stake ;  that  a  removal  of  the  em- 
bargo would  be  submission  to  Great  Britain, 
and  snbmissiou  to  France.  How  is  onr 
honor  affected  by  removing  it )  We  say  we 
will  not  trade— with  whom  I  With  them  alone ) 
Ko,  sir ;  the  embargo  says  we  will  not  trade 
with  anybody.  All  nationa,  when  they  find  it 
convenient,  can  pocket  th^  honor  for  profit. 
What  is  it  we  do  for  a  license  to  go  into  the 
Uediterranean  t  Bo  we  not  pay  an  aunnal 
tribute  to  Algiers  for  liberty  to  navigate  the 
eaa  safer  fh>m  its  corsairs)  Have  we  not  an 
nndoubted  ri^t  to  navigate  the  Mediterranean  t 


Barely ;  and  yet  we  pay  annually  s  tribm*  for 
permisuon  to  do  it — and  why )  Beetim  th« 
happioeae  and  interest  of  the  nation  are  pnxiMl«d 
by  it.  In  a  monarchy,  the  Prince  leads  hiii 
subjects  to  war  for  the  honor  of  his  nistrSM,  or 
to  avenge  a  petty  insnlL  Bnt,  what  best  tw- 
suits  the  honor  of  a  Republican  GoTerameiitt 
Those  measures  which  msinliiin  tiie  iudqteDJ- 
ence,  promote  the  interest,  and  semue  tlit 
bappinees  of  the  individuals  atxnporingiL  And 
that  is  the  true  line  of  honor  whioh,&piinKd, 
shall  bring  with  it  the  greatest  bendts  to  the 
people  at  large.  I  do  not  know,  or,  etridlj 
speaking,  whether  the  destruction  of  any  cod- 
merdsl  ri^t  is  destructive  to  the  indepandain 
of  the  country ;  for  a  nation  may  enat  inde- 
pendent, and  the  happiness  of  the  pea[de  U 
secured,  without  commerce.  So,  thit  the  vida- 
tion  of  commercial  rights  does  not  destroj  cot 
independence.  I  acknowledge  that  it  mnU 
afiect  the  sovereign^  of  the  country  sod  tetud 
its  prosperity.  Bnt,  are  not  the  measora  vhtch 
have  been  adopted,  sabmimon)  No  tninof 
argument  can  make  more  clear  the  faet,  tkt, 
withdrawing  from  the  ocean  for  a  tune  iau 
abandonment,  instead  of  an  assertion,  of  on 
rights.  Nay,  I  think  I  have  the  authority  of  tin 
committee  for  it,  for  I  sp^Bk  of  submisnonistt- 
plioable  to  the  measure  recommended  tjIM 
committee.  They  say,  that  "  a  permaDent  n* 
pension  of  commerce,  after  repeated  sgd  w»- 
availing  efFbrte  bo  obt^u  peace,  would  not  pof- 
erly  be  resistance ;  it  would  be  wilhdrtwing 
&om  the  contest,  and  abandoning  oar  indtmt- 
able  right  freely  to  navigate  the  ocean."  u* 
permanent  embargo,  o&t  r^>eated  o^  of 
peace,  would  not  properly  be  resistance,  botn 
abandonment  of  our  ri^ts,  is  not  s  tempMUT 
e^ibarKO — and  this  has  been  a  year  coadiwEn 
— an  abandonment  for  the  time )  Ungoeslioa- 
ably  it  is.  So  long  as  it  continues,  it  does  »l*o- 
don  onr  rights.  And  now  I  will  showthttS 
is  Bubmia^on,  and  not  roaiatance.  i  jcujKts 
that  the  embargo,  aided  by  the  second  tndtiiiri 
resolutions  of  the  committee,  does  complete  u 
abandonment  of  our  maritime  rights,  and  u  • 
Bubmiaaion  to  the  orders  and  decrees. 

Of  what  nature  are  the  rights  in  wntatl 
They  are  maritime  ri^ts,  and  not  territoml; 
and,  ti>  be  used,  muat  Ete  eierdsed  eileriM  U> 
the  limits  of  our  territory.  Whatever  mewnn" 
are  confined  within  our  territorial  limits,  is  n"* 
an  assertion  or  eiyoyment  of  oar  exterior  ri^^ 
Their  enjoyment  must  be  abroad,  consistii^ioit''' 
actual  use  of  them.  I^  then,  aU  onr  meawrea  ta 
confined  "within  our  jurisdictions!  limitf^W 
cannot  amount  to  an  enjoyment  of  the  f»w 
exterior  to  those  limits.  I  will  illnstraie J^ 
to  every  man'a  comprrfienaion.  There  issrtiw 
in  Georgetown,  through  which  every  one  nw  ' 
ri^t  to  pass— it  is  a  highway.  A  merehwt 
with  whom  I  have  dealt  for  mwiy  yesfS,"" 
cauae  I  purchase  some  articles  of  another  DW^ 
chant,  says  I  shall  not  go  through  that  street  1 
cross  over,  and  his  enemy  gays  I  shall  not  I»9 
by  him.    I  retbre  home  and  call  a  o """^ 
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ufmjfriemla.  I  tell  them  th&t  I  have  entered 
iiio  nadations,  first,  that,  to  submit  to  this 
rQ]  be  tu  abaudonmeDt  of  inj  right  to  pa«  and 
trotM.  Well,  what  then,  sojmj  friendat  Why, 
I  declare  I  will  neither  go  nor  Bend  to  either 
of  tieir  bouses — hsTenoiiitercoiirBewtth  them. 
Well,  vbAt  then)  Why,  I  will  bay  abroad- 
Eword  and  pair  of  pistols,  and  lock  my  door  and 
ftiTtCbome.  AnddoIe^Jojmyrightof walking 
tbe  itreet  bj  making  myself  a  prisoner  t  Sorely 
not, sir.  Kow,  this  iapreclBely  oar  cbbo,  under 
tbtte  reeolntionB.  We  say,  that  to  submit, 
mnlil  be  &  woond  on  onr  honor  and  independ' 
Hce.  We  call  a  consoltation.  What  is  the 
ninlt  <tf  itt  We  say  we  will  have  no  inter- 
mme  with  the  oationB  injdrini;  na,  nor  with 
Uf  other ;  and,  lastly,  that  we  will  arm  and  de- 
&ad  onrsalTeH  at  home.  And,  I  ask,  is  this 
raisiiDce  t  Is  it  an  eitjoyment  of  our  rights, 
K  a  dinet,  full  aQbrnisioa  ?  Is  it  not  an  aban- 
dnmwiit  of  those  rights  to  which  we  are  enti- 
bdl 

It  hn  been  Hud,  that  the  little  portion  of 
coouaerce  which  would  remain  nnaffected  by 
S»  belligerent  edicts,  wonld  belong  to  us  as  a 
beta  bma  England,  were  we  to  prosecute  it. 
I  do  not  Dndcnumd  it  in  this  light.  Onr  right 
tODtTlgste  the  ocwan  is  inbereot,  and  belongs 
b>  H  ss  a  part  of  onr  sovereignty ;  bnt,  when 
iofafditMd  from  any  one  place,  if  we  go  to  an- 
other, we  certainly  do  not  accept  that  com- 
aeree  is  a  boon.  I  might  as  well  say,  if  a  man 
ktsdicted  me  from  going  down  one  street  in 
Ceorgetowo,  that  I  accept  a  boon  from  him  in 
pbg  down  another.  This  is  certainly  not  the 
tHGh  The  trading  to  these  places  is  exercising 
Mr  origin»l  right,  not  ioterfered  with ;  and,  so 
fa  IB  those  oi3ers  and  decrees  do  not  (»>erat«, 
veemld  carry  on  a  legitimate  trade,  flowing 
fton  wu  iodispat«ble  i^t,  as  a  sovereign  na- 
tioB,  to  navigate  the  ocean.  It  does  seem  to 
Bie  then,  ar,  that  the  residne  of  onr  trade  might 
b«  carried  on  without  sahmitting  to  the  belliger- 
-pit  edietai  Bat,  an  honorable  gentleman  (Mr. 
&  W.  Campbell)  asked  me,  yesterday,  if  we 
v<re  to  permit  onr  enemies  to  take  any  part, 
vfaather  they  would  not  take  the  remainder  I 
^~  like  the  h<»«e's  tail  in  Horace,  would  be 
ad,  hair  by  hair,  till  it  was  all  oat.  Tme, 
,lliis  might  possibly  happen.  Bat,  what  have 
dUMf  Why,  we  have  cat  the  t4il  o%  for 
~  d  (be  hair  shonld  be  taken  out  We  have 
'  raa  decDoyed  all  that  portion  of  onr  trade 

, th«  belligerents  have  not  interdicted. 

Hikiogthe  whole  into  view,  then,  I  think 
'~'  &»  contin  nance  of  the  embargo,  as  an  os- 
of  OUT  rights,  is  not  an  efficient  mode  of 

Mgentlemen  say,  in  a  crisis  like  the  pre«eat, 

■  each  individual  onght  to  contribute  his 

■^  it  is  very  easy  to  &dA  fault;  and  they  ask 

E»  nbsUtnte.    I  want  no  substitute.    Take 

Kib»  embargo.    That  ia  what  I  want.     But 

"      'led  upon  in  tikis  manner,  I  cannot  help 

ronnd  me  to  the  source  whence  I  ex- 

r  higgler  and  better  Information.     The 


crisis  is  awftil.  We  are  broogbt  in 
means  recommended  by  the  head  of  om-  foreign 
reladons,  I  think  the  President  advised  the 
embargo.  If  he  did  not,  he  certuiily  advised 
the  gunboats  and  the  additional  military  force. 
In  these  minor  measures,  which  have  been  in 
their  consequences  so  interesting,  tliere  was  no  , 
want  of  advice  or  reflponribiiity.  Why  then,  in 
this  awful  crisis,  shall  we  not  look  to  the  same 
quarter  t  The  responsibility  is  left  on  na.  We 
onti-emborgoiats  sQow  that  things  wonld  not 
have  been  thus,  had  onr  advice  been  token; 
and,  not  being  taken,  we  have  little  enconr- 
Bgement  to  give  more..  Our  advice  is  on  the 
Jonrnals.  We  sdd,  let  ns  have  what  commerce 
we  can  ^t,  and  bring  home  returns  to  stlma- 
late  onr  mdnstry.  I  believe  the  deolarations  of 
geniJemen  when  they  say  that  they  are  Wendly 
to  commerce ;  bnt  tiieir  fbndneea  for  it  is  the 
embrace  of  death.  They  say  they  will  protect 
it ;  bnt  it  is  strange  that  they  should  begin  to 
protect  it  by  al}o1iBhing  it   I  contend  tliat  their 


pr^udicial  to  it;  and  I  trust  in  their  candor 
that  they  will  Join  us  in  Riving  elasticity  to 
oommerce,  and  removing  this  preasore.  The 
interests  of  commerce  and  agricultnr«  are  iden- 
tified ;  whenever  one  incressea,  the  other  ex- 
tends. They  progress  pari  pauu.  Look  at 
your  mercantile  towns;  and  wherever  yon  find 
one,  like  a  pebble  thrown  Into  water,  its  influ- 
ence extends  in  a  circle  more  or  less  remotely, 
over  the  whole  surface.  Qentlemen 'from  the 
agricultural  country  vote  to  support  commerce, 
because  it  increases  the  value  of  their  own  pro-  , 
dact ;  they  are  nob  so  disinterested  as  they  mp- 
poee,  and  I  beheve  the  best  way  is  to  consider 
the  two  inseparable.  As  J  am  at  present  dis- 
posed, could  I  not  obtain  a  total  repeal,  I  wonld 
prefer  a  resolution  I^d  on  the  table  by  a  gentle- 
man (Mi.  Uchpobd)  from  one  of  tiie  Urgest 
commercial  cities  in  the  0nion,  and  who  most 
be  supposed  to  know  the  opinion  of  oommerdal 
men.  I  can  scarcely  with  my  knowledge  or 
uaderstandingpointoQt  any  thing;  bat  if  X  have 
not  capacity  to  h9  one  of  Uie  itu,  I  can  readily 
perceive  whether  the  present  system  be  ade*. 
quate  or  not,  I  wonld  let  our  vessels  go  out 
armed  fbrresistaiice;  and  if  they  were  inter- 
fered with.  I  wonld  make  the  dernier  q>peid. 
We  are  able  and  willing  to  resist;  and  when 
the  moment  orrivee,  there  will  be  but  one  heart 
and  hand  throughout  the  whole  Union.  All 
will  be  American — al!  united  for  the  proteotloa 
of  their  dearest  rights  and  intereete. 
JUr.  Ltoh  oppoeed  the  r^ort  in  a  q>eecih  of 

Hr.  Dbsbi.  Bud  he  had  been  particularly  at- 
tentive  to  the  whole  of  the  debates  during  the 
very  lengthy  discussion  of  this  important  sub- 
ject^ and,  said  he,  I  am  at  a  loss  how  to  under- 
stand gentlemen,  or  what  to  oondnde  fron 
their  observations.  Am  I  to  conclude  that  they 
are  really  Americans  in  principle  ?  I  wish  to 
do  so;  and  I  hope  they  are;  bnt  it  appear* 
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(omewhat  donbtfid,  or  they  wonld  not  tamely 
give  np  the  honor  of  their  country  by  submit- 
ting to  French  decrees  and  Bri&h  Orden  io 
Gonncil — Chat  is,  by  warmly  advocating  the 
repeal  of  the  embargo,  without  propoang  »oii 
tLbmg  as  a  enbsUtnte.  Do  geatlemen  mean 
abject  aoqQieBoeDce  to  those  iniquitous  decides 
and  Orden  in  Oonncil)  Do  gentlemen  mean  that 
that  liberty  and  independence  that  was  obt^ned 
throuKh  the  Taloroua  exertions  of  onr  aoceetors, 
ehonla  be  wrested  from  onr  hands  without  a 
murmur — that  independence,  in  the  obtaining 
of  which  so  mnoh  virtne  was  displayed,  and  so 
mnoh  blood  was  ^ed  t  Do  they  mean  that  it 
should  be  relidqnished  to  onr  former  masters 
without  a  strngf^et  Qentlemen  assign  as  a 
reason  why  the  embargo  should  be  remuved, 
its  Ineffloac; — that  ithas  not  answered  tbe con- 
templated purpose.  I  acknowledge  that  as  a 
measure  of  coercion  it  has  not  come  entirely  np 
to  my  eipeotations.  It  has  not  be«i  as  effident 
as  I  expected  it  would  have  been.  Bnt  what 
■re  the  reasons  why  it  has  not  fnlly  come  np  to 
the  expectations  of  its  snpporters,  as  a  measure 
of  coercion  t  The  reasons  are  obvione  to  every 
man  who  is  not  inimical  to  the  principles  of 
onr  Oorernraent,  and  who  is  not  prejudiced 
against  the  present  Administration.  Was  it 
not  for  want  of  QDanimity  in  support  of  the 
measnre  ?  Was  it  not  in  oonseqnence  of  its  hav- 
ing been  wantonly,  Bhamefnlly,  and  inftmionsly 
violated)  and  perhaps  winked  at  by  some  who  are 
inimical  to  the  printaples  of  onr  Government ;  but 
who  have  had  address  and  ingenuity  sufflnient  to 
procure  themselves  to  tie  appointed  to  office, 
and  in  whioh  ntuation  they  have  obtained  a 
certain  influence,  and  by  mlBrepresentadons  as 
well  as  clamorous  exertions  have,  in  many  in- 
stances, led  the  unwary  astray,  and  caused  the 
measure  to  become  unpopular  in  some  parts  of 
the  oonntry  !  By  improper  representations  and 
falUcious  statements  of  certain  prints,  appar- 
ently, and  I  might  add,  nndonbtedly,  hostile  to 
dvil  liberty  and  free  Government,  and  advocates 
of  British  policy;  by  the  baneful  opposition  of 
British  agents  and  partisans,  together  with  re- 
ftigees  or  old  tories,  who  still  recollect  their 
firmer  abject  standing,  and  who  have  never 
forgiven  the  American  independency  and  who, 
in  aU  probability,  are  doing  all  in  their  power 
at  this  time  to  assist  their  master  George  the 
Third  in  bringing  about  colonization  and  vassal- 
age in  this  happy  land — by  keeping  up  party 
spirit  to  such  a  height,  that  the  tyrant  of  the 
ocean  was  led  to  Iwlieve  tliat  he  had  a  most 
powerful  British  party  in  the  boeom  of  onr 
country — and  that,  by  an  extraordinary  oppo- 
sition made  lo  the  embargo,  we  would  become 
restless,  and  oonld  not  adhere  to  a  suspension  of 
commerce — consequently  wonld  have  to  relax, 
and  fall  into  paying  tribute,  under  the  Orders 
of  Council,  to  that  corrupt  Govemment,  Britain. 
'Riese  are  part  of  the  rensons  why  the  embargo, 
as  a  measure  of  coerdon,  has  not  proved  com- 
pletely efficadOQs;  and  hod  it  not  been  for  this 
kind  of  conduct,  our  enemies  would  have  been 


bronght  to  a  sense  of  Justice,  an  amicable  adiiut- 
ment  of  differences  wonld  have  taken  plicc. 
By  thli  iniquitous  conduct  they  have  tried  lo 
wrest  from  the  hands  of  Government  an  suziiw, 
the  best  calculated  of  all  otiiers  that  could  btn 
been  imagined,  to  coerce  our  enemies  into  a 
sense  of  justice,  and  bring  about  reciprod^  <tf 
commerce,  that  most  desirable  object,  a  tjitw 
of  all  others  the  best  suited  to  the  pcMsfal  ge- 
nius of  our  Government  But  if  it  hia  not  been 
entirely  efficocions  as  a  noeasnre  of  ooercioa,  it 
has  been  particularly  serviceable  in  many  in- 
stances— by  keemng  us  ont  of  war,  which  i)  it 
all  times  to  be  depr«c^«d  by  dvilized  m»,  I7 
preserving  our  dtiiens  fron)  becoming  vidizii) 
of  British  tyranny  on  boordthdr  war  ahjpii  Slid 
securing  on  inmeuae  amoontof  AmoicaD  ynf- 
erty  that  was  sailing  on  the  ocean,  nq)pcaed 
to  amount  in  value  to  between  uzt;r  uid  a  kn- 
dred  millions  of  dollars,  the  principal  pot  li 
which  wonld  inevitably  have  &llen  into  ibe 
voracious  jaws  of  the-  monster  of  tbe  deep,  or 
into  the  iron  grasp  of  the  tyrant  N^cdeou— b; 
which,  if  we  are  involved  in  war,  wa  have  pre- 
served the  leading  sinews,  wealth ;  and  iwTe 
all,  for  preventing  os  from  becoming  tritntirr 
to  those  piratical  depredators,  whose  inevitiua 
determination  is  to  monopolize  the  whds  tnde 
of  the  world,  by  which  they  rob  n»  cJ  our  ia- 
herent  rights.  If  gentlemen  had  come  Gwitiid 
with  propositions  to  adopt  any  thing  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  embargo,  that  woald  have  prsreot- 
ed  us  from  the  d^radation  of  Bobmusk»,M' 
from  falling  into  the  l)^ds  of  those  moniUret' 
iniqnity,  they  no  donbt  wonld  have  mat  villi 
support.  The  friends  of  ^kis  measure  ue  not 
so  particularly  attached  to  it,  bnt  wbu  tbey 
wonld  willbgly  exchange  it  tor  one  thtt  >•> 
less  sorely  fel^  lees  oppreemve,  and  one  thit 
would  preserve  national  honor,  and  bring  ih)"' 
a  redress  of  grievances ;  aa  it  was  with  extMU 
regret  that  they  had  to  resort  to  the  metsara 
of  the  embargo,  and  which  oonid  aaij  be  n- 
rant«d  by  the  necessity  of  ttie  case.  I  am  tf 
anxious  for  the  repeal  of  the  embargo  i>  uiT 
gentieman  in  this  House,  or  perhaps  any  mu 
on  the  continent,  whenever  it  can  be  done  w>- 
sistent  with  the  honor  and  welfiire  of  the  ostiiiD- 
Tbe  citizens  of  Kentucky,  whom  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent,  feel  its  e^cta  in  oonuKf 
with  their  fellow  men  ihronghout  the  MDti- 
nent ;  but  their  patriotism  is  each  that  th^  bw 
it  with  cheerlttlnees,  and  magnoniiDily,  andvetj 
justly  conmder  it  as  a  preventive  of  gnater*^ 
I  think  thata  retrograde  step  at  this  time  wdw 
have  the  appearance  of  aoqnieecenoe,  and  be 
calculated  to  mark  the  Government  with  pwl- 
Unimity;  theretbre  I  deprecate  war,  beUering 
as  I  do,  that  in  a  Government  constructed  U>  ' 
onrs,  war  onght  to  be  the  last  alternative,  m  » 
to  preserve  national  honor.  As  such  it  WW"  ' 
perhaps  be  advisable  to  adopt  something  lite  1 
the  seoond  resolution  that  is  under  eonsiderttii^  { 
which,  in  addition  to  the  embargo,  woddsmDUil  ' 
to  a  complete  non-intercourse — which  if  ^*f^ 
Btioally  adhered  to  must  prodnoe  tbe  de«na 
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•IM.  If  it  Bhonld  not,  it  will  st  leut  ^ve 
time  to  make  preparftdons  for  a  more  enei^tic 
ijqtMLwfaich  may  probablj  have  to  be  the  re- 
nte Bnt  let  it  not  be  nndergtood,  becoose  I 
im  for  SToiding  war,  as  long  aa  it  can  be  avoid- 
ed npon  hottorable  terme,  that  I  am  agatnst 
idogto  WOT  when  it  becomes  actnally  neoesaary. 
Kc^  nr,  my  Ufe  and  my  property  are  at  all  times 
at  my  ooontry'a  oommand,  and  I  feel  no  heeita- 


iQid 

it^  forward  with  alacrity,  and  defend  with 
baTerr  tbat  indepondeDoe  in  which  they  glory, 
ud  in  tiie  obtaioing  of  which  aome  of  the  best 
blood  of  their  ancestora  waa  epilt ;  fbr  the  de- 
gradation of  tribnt«  tbey  would  epnra  with 
nunlj  mdigDation.  I  wonld  eveD  agree  to  so 
ftirther.  From  my  preaent  impreerion,  1  wonid 
KM  to  a  recall  of  onr  Ifiniaten  fhim  both 
EadaDd  and  France,  and  to  a  diacharge  of 
Ibebi;  and  have  no  intercoorBe  with  the  prin- 
dp«]  belligerents  nntil  they  laamed  to  respect 
oat  rights  as  an  independent  nation,  and  laid. 
■sde  that  dictatorial  oondnct  which  haa  for 
*  jur«  been  aharactcriatic  of  thoae  European  dee- 
pUi;  for  1  am  almost  certain,  under  exist- 
utg  circnmatancea,  that  onr  Miniaters  in  neither 
£ii^and  nor  France  can  do  na  any  poaaible 
nrrice,  and  that  their  Uiniators  here  can,  and 
in  ill  probability  do  a  great  deal  of  harm, 
bj  fomenting  diTision  and  keeping  np  party 
qiirit,  at  a  time,  too,  when  onammi^  ia  of  the 
vtooat  conaeqaence. 

As  to  oar  commerce  being  driven  from  the 
man,  I  am  not  diapoeed  to  take  a  lengthy  re- 
traq)ect.or  to  examine  minntely  in  order  to  dis- 
eoTw  winch  of  otir  enemiea,  England  or  France, 
*K  the  first  aggressor;  it  issofficient  for  me 
'ia^  both  France  and  England  have  done  nearly 
all  ia  tbeir  power  to  harass  and  oppress  iis  to 
vray  imu;inable  war.  I  am  not  the  apologist 
d  other  mnoe  or  England.  I  am  an  Ameri- 
ca m  principles  ^■"^  I  irofi  whenever  It  ia 
tbmdit  necessary  to  call  my  enei^ea  into  ac- 
tJcn  1  ahall  prove  mvseif  to  be  eno^  by  defend- 
itt;  and  protecting  the  righta  and  independence 
rf  my  own  oonntry,  from  any  encroaohmenta, 
let  (hem  come  from  what  qaorter  they  may. 
Bt  those  iniquitous  decrees  of  France,  all  vea- 
n*  boond  to  or  from  En^^and  are  deemed  law- 
hl  prin^  and  if  apoken  by  an  Gngliah  ship  they 
were  ooademned  in  the  prize  oonrts  of  fHnce. 
Vbea  a  dilp  anived  in  any  of  the  EVench  porta, 
Whery  and  oorrnption  waa  practiced ;  in  order 
to  meeeed  in  her  oMidemnatioD,  a  separate  ei- 
■ndaation  of  tbe  oew  wonld  be  resorted  to,  as 
to  &e  events  that  happened  on  the  voyage ;  of- 
ftn  made  of  one-third  of  the  shi^  and  latung 


thur  portion  of  the  prize  money,  if  they  wonld 
give  iaformatioa  of  tWr  vessel  having  toached 
lit  u;  of  the  porta  of  En^and,  or  that  any  Eng- 
Bih  crmier  had  viaited  her  on  the  voyage. 
Gonseqnently,  by  the  French  decrees,  all  prop- 
(Ttj  iflati  belooging  to  the  Americana  was  lia- 
Ue  to  sedznre  and  condemnation.  Are  gentle- 
men, poateadng  the  fbelinga  of  Americana,  pre- 


pared to  submit  to  each  degradation  t    Are  they 


of  depredation  t    I  ti 

As  respecta  the  British  Ordera  in  Connoil,  all 
American  vessels  bonnd  to  French  ports,  or  to 
any  of  the  allies  of  the  French,  are  con^dered 
good  prize  in  the  oonrts  of  Britain.  England 
says  yon  mnst  not  carry  on  any  trade  to  any  of 
the  places  that  I  have  interdicted,  withont  ob- 
taining my  leave — payme  a  duty,  and  then  yon 
shall  be  permitted  to  go  to  any  port — by  paying 
me  a  tribate  yon  may  trade  to  any  port  yon 
please.  Degrading  to  freemen!  Britain  in  her 
goodneflfl  saya,  yon  ahall  have  the  liberty  to 
bring  ficnr  irom  the  United  States  of  America 
to  Inland,  land  it,  and  re-export  it,  by  paying 
two  dollars  on  every  barrel  into  my  coffers. 
On  cotton,  which  is  certainly  a  very  important 
artide,  a  dnty  ia  charged  on  ita  exportation  of 
abont  nine  pence  per  ponnd  alerting;  nearly 
eqnal  to  the  itall  valoe  of  tllat  article  in  die 
parta  of  America  where  it  ia  raised,  esclnaive 
of  the  impori:  dnty,  which  ts  two  pence  in  the 
poond.  Therefore,  if  onr  traders  wish  to  go  to 
the  Continent  of  Enrope,  the  condition  is,  a 
tribote  mnat  be  paid  nearly  equal  to  the  vnlne 
of  the  carso,  eztJcaive  of  the  inanrauce  and  risk. 
If  I  mistue  not,  abont  two-thirds  of  the  cotton 
exported  from  this  conntry  is  made  nae  of  in 
England;  on  the  balance  a  tribute  mnst  be  paid 
of  about  nine  pence  sterling  per  pound,  wnich 
is  aboQt  twenty  millions  of  poDnd»— on  a  calcn- 
lation  the  sums  will  be  fonnd  to  be  enormona — 
pnrely  for  the  liberty  of  selling  cotton ;  oa  also 
high  and  oppreaaive  duties  on  other  articles.  If 
ibeee  impositioikB  are  submitted  to,  I  pronounce 
your  liberties  gone — irretrievably  lost — a  blot 
made  in  tlie  American  political  character,  never 
to  be  obliterated.  No  man  possessing  an  Amer- 
ican heart  vrill  sabmit  to  the  degradation  of  pav- 
ing tribote  to  any  nation  on  earth,  nor  suffer  ^e 
freemen  of  America  to  be  taxed  without  their 
consent.  Wilt  gentlemen  say  the  embargo  law 
mnat  be  repealed,  and  auffer  our  commerce  to 
fiow  in  ita  nsnal  channel,  while  the  decrees  of 
France  and  the  British  Orders  in  Council  are 
enforced,  by  which  they  would  not  only  be  lia- 
ble to  seizure  and  condemnation,  bnt  what  is 
more  degrading,  pay  a  tribute  of  many  millions 
of  dollars  annually,  too  degrading  to  be  thonght 
of  with  patience  t  We  received  liberty  in  its 
parity  from  our  heroic  ancestors — it  ia  a  duty 
incnmbent  on  as  to  transmit  it  to  posterity  un- 
sullied, or  periah  in  the  undertaking. 

Bnt,  nr,  it  has  been  said  that  the  people  of 
the  East  wonld  not  bear  the  continnance  of  the 
embargo  any  longer — that  they  wonld  foroe 
their  way  in  trade;  hinting,  I  presume,  that 
they  would  openly  rebel  against  your  laws  if 
they  were  not  aUowed  to  parane  their  usual 
ooorae  in  commerce,  by  whicn  tbey  subscribe  to 
those  nefariona  Orders  in  Cooncilwhich  is  trib- 
ote of  the  most  d^radins  kind.  Who  are  these 
people  of  the  East  that  have  the  hardihood  to 
inainnate  any  thing  like  rebeUioo  against  the 
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UwB  of  the  land,  or  that  Tonld  wieb  to  degrade 
tiiMDaelves  aotu  a»  to  pa;  tribiilel  It  cuiDot 
be  the  desoendants  of  the  heroee  of  '7S,  that 
braTel;  sUpped  forth  and  fought  against  a  ty- 
rant for  liberty  I  It  cannot  be  the  deaoendonta 
of  thoM  brava  fdlows  that  Btroggled  on  the 
toow  <rf  Busker's  Hill  for  independeocel  Ko. 
It  most  be  the  deecendants  of  refhgeea  or  old 
toriea,  or  otherwiM  it  mnst  b«  Britiah  asents  or 
partiaans;  ^ oo man  posseanng  the  feeling  that 
an  Amerioan  ought  to  feel,  wonld  thrgw  out 
such  threat^  or  degrade  himBelf  by  coming  un- 
der tribote.  If  patriotism  baa  left  the  land  ot 
freedom-^  it  haa  taken  ita  flight  fhwn  the  mild 
and  peaceful  aborea  of  Colombia — if  foreign  in- 
fluetioe  and  eoimptiaa  haa  extended  itaelfwfar 
that  the  people  are  disposed  to  rebel  agunst  the 
GoTsmment  of  their  conntrj — if  the  ouaetnina- 
tioD  of  foreign  gold  has  bod  the  banefkil  effect 
of  snppreaaiug  all  noUe  and  patriotdo  senti- 
meuta,  it  is  indeed  time  that  foreign  interooarae 
ahonld  ceaae.  If  the  spirit  of  oommercial  apeo- 
nlation  and  copidity  had  sormoimted  all  patriot- 
Ism,  it  is  time  that  more  energetic  meaanres 
should  be  reeorted  to,  in  order  that  the  ohaff 
might  be  separated  from  the  wheat;  in  a  word, 
that  traitwa  might  be  known. 

Hr.  Neuor  said  it  was  with  very  oonridera- 
ble  reloctanca  that  he  rose  U>  make  a  few  re- 
marks on  this  satgect,  after  the  Tery  lengthy  and 
very  eloquent  disoonrse  of  the  gentieman  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Ebt.)  I  did  not  intend,  sud 
be,  to  have  troubled  the  House  npon  this  ques- 
tion ;  but  aa  I  am  a  man  who  generally  speaka 


r  the 


argiuaents  of  any  gentleman  promptly,  if  I  in- 
tend to  do  it  at  in.  flor  tbis  reason  I  rise  to 
do  away  some  false  impressions  which  may  bare 
been  made  by  the  gentleman's  doqaence  on  the 
Honse,  and  on  the  bT-standers,  in  the  galleries, 
for  I  must  say  that  his  speech  was  better  calou- 
lated  tor  tbe  galienea  tban  for  the  sober  mem- 
bers of  this  Honse,  Tbe  gentleman  oommenoed 
bis  argument  with  statiog,  what  I  do  not  be- 
lieve, with  dne  sobmisaioii,  is  tme  in  point  of 
taet,  that,  although  at  their  last  session  the  Le- 
gialatore  of  IfaryWd  passed  resolutions  approv- 
mg  the  emiiargo,  yet  another  election  baring 
taken  place,  the  present  Legialatnre  bare  paued 
contrary  resolntionB. 

Mr.  £ky  aaid  be  bad  spoken  of  tbe  Honse  of 
Bepresentatires  of  Maryland,  and  not  of  the 
Legislature. 

Mr.  Nblsok  Hud  tbe  House  of  Sepreeentatives 
hare,  to  be  snre,  passed  reeolntions  bottomed 
on  the  aame  principles  as  those  on  which  the 
gentleman  bimself  has  epoket^  and  which  I 
have  heard  echoed  in  the  electioneering  cam- 
paign from  almost  every  stump  in  the  tUstrict 
in  which  I  lire.  Whilst  the  gentleman  was  on 
this  subject,  1  wish  he  bad  told  us  of  the  philippic 
these  reaolntioDB  got  from  the  Senate  of  Mary- 
land, The  fact  is  not,  aa  I  understood  the  pn- 
tiemao  to  say,  that  the  Legislature  of  Maryland 
hare  passed  rceolntiona  disapproving  tbe  meas- 
sreeoflheOovemmenL  fintthegvitlemaninti- 


matea  that  the  poiicioi  of  Maryland  have  undw' 
gone  a  great  change,  and  that  the  party  {bnoeriy 
,  uppermost,  ia  now  under.  Sir,  tbe  qmiAoii 
wliioh  turned  out  the  oldmembersof  theL^U- 
latore  in  tbe  coan^  where  I  live,  wis  not  th« 
embargo  system,  but  a  question  as  Ia  a  Stite 
law.  Tbe  militta  system  was  the  stmnbling- 
blook  which  caused  many  of  tbe  old  memben 
to  be  tnmed  out,  and  thns  tbe  oppodte  party  got 
the  asoendency  in  one  branch  of  tlie  Lc^islatnn 
of  Maryland.  But,  since  that  election,  ancther 
bas  taken  place  for  members  of  Congiess;  and 
bow  haa  that  turned  out !  Why,  sir,  that  gto- 
tlemao  and  two  other  anti-embam«sto  ir« 
elected,  whilst  six  men,  who  have  uwsyi  ap- 
proved of  it,  are  also  retomed;  making  Bii  to 
three.  Does  this  prore  a  change?  No,  or. 
But  we  have  had  another  election  since  tfaiL 
Oat  of  aleven  electors,  mae  men  are  retnnud 
aa  elected  who  have  approved  this  iijsteai  at 
measures  Does  this  prove  that  theembsrp) 
waa  the  oanse  of  tbe  change  of  the  pditict  of 
the  Maryland  Legislature  t     I  think  not,  sr. 

Bnt  the  gentiemaa  bas  said  that  the  embargo, 
and  not  the  Orders  in  Oouncil  and  decrees,  bai  * 
destroyed  the  commerce  of  this  country.  I  ia 
not  know,  afler  all  the  arguments  which  I  hars 
heard,  if  the  gentleman  listened  with  the  muh 
attention  as  I  did,  bow  he  oonld  make  such  (a 
assertion.  When  our  porta  are  blockaded,  and 
all  the  world  is  aguost  ua,  so  that,  if  the  em- 
bargo was  rused,  we  conld  go  nowhere  with 
penact  freedom,  can  gentlemen  say  that  the 
embargo  bas  mined  onr  commerce  ?  Is  It  not 
these  acta  which  have  shut  na  out  from  a  mir- 
kett  The  gentleman  says  we  may  trad«  Co 
England.  Yes,  sir,  we  may,  provided  we  wiH 
pay  all  such  duties  as  aha  chooses,  and  go  iii>- 
where  else.  And  would  not  tbe  doing  fiat 
place  ns  in  precisely  the  same  Ntoation  tt  m 
were  in  before  the  Berolutiont  England  saji 
we  «nay  trade  with  her,  paying  heavy  import 
and  export  duties,  bnt  ssys  we  uiall  go  nowhere 
else.  If  yon  go  anywhere  else,  she  says  yon 
shall  go  by  England,  take  a  license,  and  pay  a 
duty,  and  then  you  may  trade.  Is  it  to  be  sup- 
posed tbat  tbe  people  of  tbe  United  States  will 
agree  to  this  t  Are  tbey  reduced  to  that  hRu- 
tioo,  tbat  tfaey  wiU  become  tbe  vassals  of  a  for- 
eign power^for  what  t  Why,  wr,  for  the  piw 
eontion  of  a  trade  with  tiiat  foreign  povoj 
who,  if  her  present  impositions  be  HuteiiCtea 
to,  may  cut  up  onr  trade  in  any  manner  abs 
pleases;  for,  tbrongb  oar  trade,  aha  will  ruse 
a  revenue  to  almost  an  eqnal  amount  with  0» 
value  of  yoor  whole  pri>dnce  carried  henoe. 
She  levies  a  higher  tribnte  on  some  articles  than 
the  article  itself  is  worth,  and  this  trade  tbe 
gentleman  wants  to  pnreue.  He  -wants  no  lub- 
stitate  ;  "  take  off  the  embargo,"sayshe,  "and 
let  na  trade."  Sir,  if  we  oonld  trade  upon  equal 
t«rms,  I,  too,  should  say,  "  take  off  the  em- 
barso,  and  let  as  trade."  But  if  we  cinnot 
trade,  except  under  the  license    of  a  foreign 


it  come  to  tbi^  for  all  the 


And 
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this,  U)«t  the  Amerioan  people,  for  Uie  sake 
nounds,  shiUiogs,  and  penoe,  for  the  «ake  of 
tioudiiig  op  a  few  pence,  are  to  ^ve  up  ^leir 
Indepeodence,  and  become  Taaaate  of  Englflnd 
and  nanoe!  I  hear  nothing  fhim  the  gentle- 
man about  the  lumcr  of  the  nation.  It  would 
mpear  as  if  ^tlctnen  on  the  other  tide  of  the 
House  are  wiUiag  to  sell  their  otmntrjr  if  they 
can  put  monej  in  their  pocket.  Take  off  the 
ttobatgo,  they  cry — for  what)  monev.  Pay 
tribute — for  what  t  money.  Surrender  your 
Independenoe — for  what  t  all  fbr  money,  dr. 
I  tnnt  the  people  have  a  different  feeling  from 
these  gentlemen.  The  people  tove  money,  sir  \ 
but  they  love  liberty  and  independence  maoh 
belter.  If  money  had  been  the  sole  objeot,  the 
£«n>hitiOD  vodM  never  have  happened ;  and 
if  thatbeoor  Boleotject  now,  the  blood  spilt 
and  money  roent  in  oor  Revolution  was  all  in 
vain.  Bnt  the  gentleman  says,  that  onr  honor 
19  not  OMcemed ;  that  RepabUoa  have  none  ; 
that  tbdr  honor  is  to  pm'sne  that  course  by 
which  they  can  make  the  meet  money. 

JCr.  Kit  said  that  he  did  not  say  that  the 
honor  of  the  nation  was  money ;  but  that  the 
line  of  condnct  was  most  honorable  which  beet 
tenmd  the  haf^nneas  and  independence  rf  the 
people. 

Mr.  Keuon. — ^I  aak  pardon  of  the  gentle- 
maa  if  I  micrepresented  bim ;  because  the  gen- 
tleman's aigomeut  was  quite  volDorable  enoogh, 
without  my  making  it  more  so  than  it  really 
was,  I  did  understAnd  the  gentleman  to  aay, 
and  had  he  not  contradicted  me,  shoold  still  be- 
lieve BO,  that  the  honor  of  the  Repnblic  is  pre- 
diely  that  which  brings  the  most  riches  to  the 
Batioo.  Bnt  I  aak,  whether  the  line  of  condnct 
Teeommended  by  that  gentieman  he  such  a  one 
■a  would  1m  proper  to  seonre  and  take  oare  of 
the  iadcpeadenoe  of  the  people)  leittosecnre 
the  independence  of  the  people,  to  snffer  a  for- 
«icn  nation  to  impose  npon  them  any  terms 
which  it  thinks  proper!  la  it  for  the  honor  or 
ti^)iai]ee»  of  this  nation  that  we  should  again 
ptGi  under  the  yoke  of  Great  Britain !  is  It 
bt  the  honor  of  the  nation  to  remove  the  em- 
bargo, without  taking  any  other  measure,  and 
(o  bear  with  every  indignity  t  Ko,  sir ;  and 
Tet  the  gentleman  tells  you,  "  takeoff  the  em- 
Mi)^  I  want  no  subHtitnte."  I  did  not  sappose, 
•ir,  that  gentlemen  who  oppoae  our  measures  (for 
I  have  great  charity  for  them)  would  openly 
tell  us  to  take  off  the  embargo,  and  trade  as 
fbrogn  nations  chooee  to  dictate. 

But  the  gentleman  talks  about  the  pressure 
rf  the  embargo.  That  it  does  press  hard  is  be- 
jwd  doubL  It  b  an  evil  thing  in  itself;  Borae- 
liung  like  the  dose  a  doctor  gives  us ;  it  is  a 
£Mgie«able  thing  in  Itself,  bat  it  cnrw  your 
mmplaint.  Thus  the  embargo  is  a  disagree- 
ible  thing ;  but  if  we  swallow  it,  however  dis- 
igreeabl&^it  m»y  bring  the  political  body  to 
bnlth.  The  gentleman  gilds  uie  pill  he  woold 
livs  us;  hnt  It  is  a  slow  poison  that  would 
ot^  upon  ua,  and  bring  on  a  distemper  here- 
("Cn  unknown  to  lu,  that  sooner  or  later 


would  carry  us  t«  the  grave.  We  take  off  the 
embargo,  and  trade  on  their  t«rms ;  what  will 
be  the  coosequenoe  t  "Will  they  not  forever 
hereafter  compel  ns  to  trade  as  tbey  please) 
UnqnestiiHiably.  And  is  it  not  better  to  submit 
to  some  inoonvenjene«fl,  eventnally  to  insure  a 
free  trade) 

Tbe  gentleman  says  that,  if  produce  be  offered 
for  sale,  on  condition  that  the  embargo  be  raised, 
it  will  bring  a  higher  price  than  if  on  a  certain- 
ty  that  the  embargo  is  to  be  conticned.  No 
doubt,  dr,  when  the  embargo  is  taken  iM,  a 
momentary  spur  will  be  given  to  exportation; 
but  how  long  will  it  oontinne}  It  will  last  bnt 
a  very  few  weeks.  Produce  will  soon  be  re- 
dnoea  to  its  proper  level  in  the  market.  Take 
floor,  for  instance,  the  principal  article  raised 
for  exportation  iu  the  gentleman's  district  and 
mine.  It  would  rise,  on  a  removal  of  tbe  em- 
bargo, to  t«n  or  twelve  dollars ;  and  how  long 
would  that  price  lutf  It  would  be  a  thing  of 
a  day,  and  to  the  people  who  live  in  our  dis- 
tricts of  no  sort  of  oonseqaenoe ;  it  would  be 
of  no  beneSt  bnt  to  those  who  have  flour  at  the 
market ;  to  the  mercluinta  who  have  bought  it 
np  at  a  low  price.  Before  tbe  honest  farmer 
can  bring  his  produce  to  market,  the  great  price 
will  be aU  over;  and  though  no  embargo  affiota 
it,  will  be  dftwn  to  its  present  price,  of  fonr  or 
five  dollars ;  so  that,  although  a  removal  of  the 
embargo  would  reduce  tbe  price  of  produoe  at 
first,  I  cannot  see  how  gentlemen  wonld  make 
that  an  argument  for  taking  off  the  embargo. 
If  the  gentleman  can  show  that  the  price  will 
continue,  and  that  we  can  traffic  withont  dis- 
honor, then,  sir,  would  I  cordially  Join'  hauda 
with  him  to  take  off  the  embargo. 

Bnt  the  gentieman  says,  that  the  pressure  is 
so  very  great  that  some  of  the  States  have 
passed  laws  for  suspending  execotious.  I  know 
not  what  has  been  done  in  other  States  on  this 
sutjjeot,  nor  what  has  been  done  in  my  own.  If 
the  gentieman  has  any  information  on  the  sub- 
ject, I  shonld  like  to  hear  it.  A  bill  was  before 
the  House  of  Delegates  for  that  purpose,  bnt  I 
did  tmst  in  God  that  it  would  be  unaoimonaly 
rejected.  That  such  a  law  would  pass  in  Mary- 
tuid  I  never  had  an  idea,  because  it  is  totally 
nnneccwary.  There  are  fewer  men  oonfined  in 
Jul  for  debt  on  this  day  than  there  ever  were 
i>efDre  for  sixteen  years  that  I  have  been  in  the 
practice  of  tbe  law  in  that  State.  No  man  has 
gone  to  jidl  but  those  wbo,  to  use  an  emphatic 
expresaion,  have  'brok^i  into  jail,  wbo  were  too 
idle  to  work  to  pay  their  debts ;  wbo  would  get 
a  IHend  to  put  them  into  jail,  if  they  oonld  get 
no  other ;  and  who  stay  there  awhile,  and  thm 
come  out  new  men.  This  being  the  case,  there 
can  be  no  reason  for  dintting  the  courts  of  jns- 
tioe  there. 

On  the  subject  of  revenue,  I  can  only  say,  that 
at  present  there  appears  to  be  no  deucienoy  of 
money  in  the  Treasury.  It  is  very  certain  that 
if  this  embargo  and  non-intercourse  system  be 
continued  long,  our  Treaanry  will  run  shorty 
and  we  shall  have  no  means  of  fllliug  it  hnt  by 
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louia  or  direct  taxation.  Bnt  I  tmat  sad  hc^ 
that  before  the  raoner  alreadj  in  th«  Trcaaary 
t8  fairly  expeoded,  if  we  pome  onr  o14«ct  we 
ahail  get  over  oar  embamaameDta.  Bather 
than  panne  this  anljiect  mach  farther,  I  wonld 
not  only  arm  onr  merchantmen  at  aea^  bnt  om- 
citizens  on  the  land,  and  nutroh  to  Uie  Kortb 
and  East,  and  Me  if  we  conid  not  do  them  some 
ifljmy  in  return  for  aU  that  we  hare  received 
from  them,  even  if  we  aboold  do  onraelTee  no 
good  b;  it.  It  woald  do  me  acme  good  to  be 
able  to  do  them  some  iqjniy.  I  oonfeea  I  do 
not  like  thia  Quaker  policj.     If  one  man  slapa 


another's  faoe,  the  irther  onght  toknocl  liim 
3own ;  and  I  hope  this  will  be  oi 
Bat  the  gentleman  aay*  th»t 


«  this  will  be  oar  policj. 
iman  aay*  th»t  the  Preddent 
recommended  this  measnre  to  Congress  as  a 
measore  of  preoantitaL  I  do  believe  that,  at 
the  time  Qie  embargo  was  laid,  it  was  done  aa 
a  moBaore  of  precantion,  and  the  President 
viewed  it  in  that  light.  After  its  having  an- 
swered every  pnrpose  as  a  measore  of  prac«a- 
tion,  I  am  for  continning  it  as  a  measnre  of  co- 
ocioD.  For,  whatever  gentlemen  say  abont 
turning  sugar  plantations  into  ootton-fields,  if 
the  embargo  be  ri^dly  enforced,  that  we  shall 
diatresa  the  Weet  Indies  very  conuderably,  I  do 
believe.  I  am  nnwilling  to  involve  this  coqd- 
try  in  a  war  if  I  csn  avoid  it  bnt  I  am  still 
more  unwilling  to  take  off  the  embargo  and 
embrace  the  proposition  of  jaj  ooUeagne :  for  I 
have  no  idea  of  a  free  trade  being  permitted  to 
UB.  In  any  country  a  war  is  to  be  deprecated ; 
in  this  conntrj  psrticalarly,  where  every  thing 
depends  on  the  will  of  the  people,  we  ought  to 
be  well  aware  that  war  meets  the  approbation 
of  the  people.  We  might  make  many  declara- 
tions of  war  without  went,  unless  Oie  people 
fii^oir  US.  We  try  every  method  to  obtain 
honorable  peace ;  and  if  we  do  not  succeed,  the 
people  will  go  with  as  heart  and  hand  to  war. 

1  shall  enter  iuto  no  caloulatioDs  on  this  sub- 
ject, ur.  When  the  great  qneetion  ie  presented 
to  us  whether  we  will  submit  or  maintajn  onr 
independence,  we  mast  determine  either  to  do 
one  or  the  other :  that  naUon  is  not  independ- 
ent which  carries  on  trade  sul^eot  to  the  will 
of  any  other  power.  Then,  to  my  mind,  the 
only  question  is^  shall  we  defend  ouiselves,  or 
shall  we  submit  t  Ani  on  that  question  I  will 
make  no  oalonlationa.  If  a  man  suhmita,  of 
what  nae  are  oaloolations  of  money,  for  it  may 
be  drawn  from  him  at  the  pleasure  of  his  mas- 
ter t  Let  U3  have  as  much  trade  as  we  may,  if 
we  can  only  carry  it  on  as  otheraplease,  we 
need  oot  calculate  about  money.  We  shall  be 
poor,  indeed ;  and,  having  lost  onr  independ- 
ence, we  shall  not  even  have  money  in  return 
for  it.  But  this  nation  will  not  snbmit,  sir,  nor 
will  any  man,  who  is  a  real  American,  advocate 
snob  a  doctrine. 

As  to  the  embargo,  Ur.  N.  sud  he  was  not 
wedded  to  it.  If  any  better  system  were  de- 
vised, be  would  give  up  the  present  system  and 
ombrace  the  better  one,  let  it  come  wheuoe  it 
woold. 


The  House  adorned  without  taking  ■  qnet- 

Feidat,  DeoNuber  9. 

Ur.  Lewis  presented  a  petitim  of  the  Freai- 
dent  and  Directors  ol  the  Washingtwi  Bridga 
Company,  praying  a  revision  and  amaidmnt 
of  an  act  paned  at  the  last  session  of  Coagrea, 
entitled  "An  act  anthorizing  the  erection  of  * 
bridge  over  the  river  Potomac  within  tike  Kb- 
trict  of  Columbia." — Referred  to  the  Coomut- 
tae  for  the  District  of  Colnmbia. 

Mr.  JiBUitaH  HoKBOw,  from  the  Cmuuttu 
on  the  Public  I^nds,  presented  a  bill  to  rerire 
and  MHitinue  the  autiiority  of  the  ComnMon- 
ers  of  iTMh—Ha ;  which  was  read  twice,  ud 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Vhtje  cm 
Uonday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  Prerident 
to  employ  an  additional  number  of  rer«aag 
cutters  was  read  a  third  time:  Wharei^aiL,  i 
motion  was  made  by  Hr.  DnxciL  that  tha  tiii 
bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  d  Oom- 
nierce  and  Manofactnres,  farther  to  eowider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  House :  it  poased  in 
the  negative. 

The  main  question  was  then  taken,  that  the 
B^d  hill  do  pass,  and  resolved  in  the  affirms' 
tive — yeas  90,  nays  26,  as  follows : 

Yku.— Evan  AleioDder,  LcmwlJ.  AlAn,  TilEi 
AktoD,  juEL,  Eiekiel  Bwon,  Divid  Bud,  h«^ 
Barksr,  BorweU  Bsiut^  Willimm  W.  Bibb,  VHSm 
Bboklodn,  John  Blake,  jnn.,  Tbomu  Blount,  Adm 
Bojd,  John  Bojle,  Robert  Brown,  Williun  BaUir, 
JoKip^  CiUicKm,  Oec^je  W.  Campbell,  Hatflnr  Q>r< 
John  Clapton,  Kichard  Cutla,  JdIid  Damm,  I'Ai 
Doann,  Jgwpfa  Denha,  Danisl  H.  PnnO,  WiKU 
Fiodlav,  Jamei  Fiik,  Meiback  Franklin,  Fnnoi 
Gardaer,  Thoaiai  Ghtdsou,  jniL,  Petaraon  Goodwjiv 
Edwin  GcBj,  luiah  L.  Gnen,  Jolin  Huii),  JoIb 
Heistar,  William  Uelmi,  Jamn  Holluid,  Dt'i' 
Holmei,  Benjamin  Howard,  Reuben  BmnpimTt 
Duiiil  Ilalej,  ffichacd  M.  Johnaoo,  Jama  Mr, 
Thcmai  Ktmac,  Philip  B.  Key,  William  Eiikpatrie^ 
John  I^mbert,  Edward  Uojd,  John  Lots,  Bitol 
MsrioD,  WaUsm  McCnwry,  William  Viloot,  DuW 
Moutgiunerj,  jnn.,  John  Montgomery,  NidiAlM  B. 
Moore,  Thoma*  Hoore,  Jeremiah  Monow,  1^ 
Morrow,  Qnrion  B.  Mnmford,  Roger  NclaoD,  TlMa« 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  C.  Nichol^Jo>^ 
fmtar,  labu  Rea  <£  PenuarlTSiiia,  John  Rbu  <■ 
TemBMee,  Jacob  Richarda,  Matthiai  Biobud^ 
Ssoniel  Riker,  Benjamin  Saj,  Eben««r  Sm>>i 
Samuel  Sbav,  Denoii  Smelt,  John  SmDia,  Jcdedii^ 
K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samael  5mid^  Ricbard  Stu- 
ford,  Clement  Storer,  Polar  Swart,  John  Tiil«, 
John  Thompeon,  GJeorge  M.  Tronp,  Jamn  L  '" 
Allen,  Archibald  Tui  Home,  Daniel  C.  Verpluvt. 
Jeaw  Wharton,  Robert  Whltehill,  laoe  Wilbonr, 
Alexander  Wihm,  and  Richard  Wyon. 

NAva-^ohn  CampbeU,  Martin  Chittenden,  Ji" 
Cnlpeper,  John  Daveupoit,  jnn.,  Jamei  Elhot,  WU- 
liam  Ety,'BBient  Gardenier,  WillUm  Hoge,  BMsbud 
Jackan,  Robert  Jenkfau,  Joarah  Lewia,  Jan.,  Ednn 
St.  Loe  Urennora,  Nsthaniel  Haoon,  Joaiah  }M—> 
Jonathan  O.  Hoaety,  Timothy  Kckin,  jon,  Jc^  K>*' 
■dl,  Jamea  Sloan,  William  Stedman,  Lewii  B.  Sta^ 
gii,  Samuel  Taggart,  Beiusmin  TaI]madg^  Jsn 
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£E«>lM(2,Thatthetit]ebe,  "  Ad  act  to  Bntbor- 
ize  tlie  Prwident  to  emploj  an  additdoDol  num- 
ber of  revenne  cntten. 

A  meougfl  fWnn  the  Senate  infonned  the 
EoDM  that  liio  Senate  have  paaeed  a  bill,  en- 
tilled  "  An  act  bttber  to  amend  the  jn^dal 
■jEtoin  of  the  United.  States ; "  to  which  tbej 
dedre  the  ccnoonenoe  of  this  Honse, 
Foreijfn  Affair*. 

The  Hcnue  remmed  the  oonaideration  of  the 
onfiuiahad  bnrineaa  depaiding  7eeterda7  at  the 
time  ctf  a^jotmnient— the  report  of  tii< 
mitUe  atjll  nndar  conuderation. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLum  B^d :  It  has  become  veij 
fuiutmable  to  apioIogiM  to  ;od,  fdr,  for  every 
traqMB  which  a  genUsnEui  contemplates  mak- 
mg  (HI  the  patience  of  the  Honse,  and  I  do  not 
know  bat  In  ordinary  casee  it  maj  be  ytrj  prop- 
er; but  the  preeent  qoeetion  is  oertainty  saeh 
a  one  as  exempts  ever;  gentleman  from  tbe 
neoead^  of  "■■■'""g  anj  apolc^  whatever,  I 
■hall  oner  none,  and  for  liie  eoditioDal  reason, 
that  I  have  ^ven  to  everymember  who  hae 
■poken  the  ntmoat  of  m^  attention. 

Cpea  this  eneetion,  whiuh  presents  itself  in 
eveiy  point  of  view  too  clear  to  adroit  of  a 
■n^  doDlit ;  equally  nnsasoeptible  of  sophisti- 
ol  pervennoii  or  misrepresentation ;  a  qneetion 
wUi^  involTes  a  political  tmism,  and  which  is 
tmdaiiied;  a  deb^  has  grown  ont  of  it,  en- 
bntang  the  whole  fbreign  relations  of  this 
conotry.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  follow  the 
gentlemen  in  the  course  which  they  have  par- 
ned,  bnt  will  confine  mj  observations  to  a  Jus- 
tification of  the  embargo,  and  to  the  proof;  that 
the  orders  and  decrees  of  the  belligerents,  and 
not  the  embargo,  as  was  said  by  the  gentleman 
from  ]|ju7lana,  (Hr.  £>r,)  have  prodnced  the 
pneent  embarrassments.  Bad  ss  oar  dtoation 
WM  at  the  cloee  of  the  last  session,  it  has  now 
hMwme  infinitoly  wwse.  The  offbr  to  sospend 
Ute  embargo  laws,  for  a  mepenaion  of  the  Ordera 
in  CooDoU,  ouide  in  a  sincere  spirit  of  oonoiiia- 
ticiii,hss  beoi  oontMDptncnsly  r^ected,  those 
orders  Jostified,  and  an  eit«ision  of  their  ope- 
nfon  threatemd :  thia  Is  a  itato  of  thiJiga  in- 
■oS&aUe.  At  a  ends  of  this  sort,  the  iropor- 
tance  of  which  every  geuUeiiian  acknowledges, 
I  deem  it  proper  that  every  man  who  feels  an 
atdoit  love  of  country  shonld  oome  forward  to 
tare  that  cuontn,  to  rescue  his  sinking  parent 
fivm  thejaws  of  poUntion.  The  effort  should 
be,  who  ihall  render  onr  common  oonntry  the 
moat  good ;  who  will  be  foremost  in  the  rants ; 
we  should  not  ahrink  behind  the  irreeponsible 
iUnd  of  dtnng  nothing,  ready  to  raise  onrsdves 
upon  Ihe  roiMakea  of  otiiers ;  perhaps,  the  vir- 
tnou  mlsfortonsa  <^tmr  politioal  brothers.  I 
va  willing  to  take  my  share  of  the  reeponsi- 
Irili^  of  aaawting  the  wisdom  of  the  original 
tmposilion  of  Uie  embargo,  and  the  coneetnese 
of  its  present  and  fntore  oontinnance.  Qentle- 
nm  bare  been  frequently  called  npon,  while  I 


thOT  make  vehement  declamation  agunat  the 
.embargo,  to  saj  what  they  wish  in  its  stead; 
they  declare  the  utmost  hostility  to  the  roeasnre, 
and  yet  they  oEFer  no  snbstitato.  Oan  tiiey  fbr 
one  moment  forget^  that  upon  this  question  aa 
npon  every  other  national  sabject,  we  most  all 
hang  together  or  be  hung  separate  I  It  inevi- 
tably foUowB  tVom  the  organizetiOQ  of  onr  Oov- 
emment,  that  this  is  the  fact. 

I  consider  the  original  impodtion  of  the  em- 
bargo, es  wise  in  a  preoantionary  point  of  view : 
and  notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  aaid,  and 
eloqnently  sdd,  by  the  gentleman  from  llary- 
laod,  Qlt.  En,)  I  believe  it  was  called  for  by 
the  most  imperions  pnblio  necessity.  Every 
one  mnst  know,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the 
embargo,  millions  of  property,  and  (what  is 
worse)  thousands  of  onr  seamen,  most  have 
bllen  a  saoriflce  to  the  cupidity  of  belligerent 
cmiaets.  No  need  of  calculations  on  this  anb- 
jeot — I  shall  not  stop  to  enter  into  one.  I  ap- 
peal to  the  common  sense  of  the  nation  and  of 
this  House,  whether  or  not  the  orders  and  de- 
crees were  calculated  to  have  swept  from  the 
ocean  all  otir  floating  property  and  seamen. 
But,  no,  say  gentiemen,  the  aewnen  are  not 
saved;  and  here  we  are  amused  with  the  old 
story,  new  vamped,  of  the  fishermen  mnninff 
away.  The  seamen  gone,  sir  j  This  is  a  libu 
on  their  generons  and  patriotic  natnres.  Where 
~  1  they  gone  %  Every  man  who  ventures  snoh 
allegation,  is  bonnd  to  prove  it ;  because  it 
is,  if  troe,  sn^cepUble  of  proof.  Surely,  sh,  the 
assertion,  or  even  proof,  that  British  or  other 
foreign  seamen  have  left  yonr  service,  does  not 
establish  that  American  seamen  have  deserted 
their  oonntry.  The  British  seamen  gone  I  I 
~  ^lad  of  it,  sir.  I  wish  there  had  never  been 
m  our  service ;  and  if  there  is  an  American 
tar  who  wonld,  in  the  hour  of  peril,  desert  his 
country,  that  be  wonld  go  also.  The  thioK  is 
impossible  sir;  every  vessel  which  has  ssiled 
from  the  United  StUes  since  the  imposition  of 
the  embargo,  has  passed  under  anch  a  peculiar 
review  b^>re  the  offloers  of  the  revenue,  that 
had  any  number  <tf  American  seamen  shipped 
'^eIDselvee,  proo&  of  their  departure  might,  and 
_  irtainly  would,  have  been  bod.  Read  the  in- 
telligence from  Nova  SooUa ;  it  informs  us  that 
none  but  En^ish  ssilors  have  arrived  there.  I 
call  npon  gentiemen  then  to  show  how,  where, 
and  when,  an  American  seaman  baa  left  hla 
oouotry,  except  In  the  pnrsnit  of  his  ordinary 


If  the  gentleman  fW)m  Uaryland  (Ur.  Ekt) 


»his 


mercantile  barometer,  the  insnrance  offloee,  he 
would  find  that,  after  the  operation  of  the 
Orders  in  Council  was  known,  insurance  could 
not  have  been  effected  at  Baltimore  to  the  Oon- 
tinent  of  Europe  for  80  per  cent,  and  not  at 
London,  on  American  property,  for  00  guineas 
percent  Theproofot  this  is  before  me.  Does 
not  this  prove  that  so  much  danger  existed  on 
the  ocean  that  it  waa  next  to  impossible  to  pass 
without  seimre  and  condemnation  t  Andanrely 
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he  will  not  oonleiTd  ttutt  tbiBRdrance  of  pramiam 
wftB  caaMid  bj  the  embargo  t  If  the  etnbai^ 
then  has  sared  anj  thing  to  the  country — and 
that  it  has  there  can  be  no  donbt — ezactlj  in 
the  proportion  that  it  haa  saved  prcn>ert7  and 
seamen  to  jon,  it  baa  tewened  the  abilitr  of  the 
anem;  to  make  war  upon  jou,  and  what  is  pri- 
marilj  important,  kssened  the  temptation  to 
war.  The  rich  pimider  of  jonr  ioofiennve  and 
enlarged  commerce,  most  iueritabi;  have  gone 
to  swell  the  ooSerB  which  are  to  sopport  the 
ainewB  of  war  agunst  jon.  The  reaobon  ihoa 
oansed  by  the  embargo,  is  in  yonr  faFor,  pre- 
tdsely  to  the  amonnt  of  property  and  men  which 
it  has  saved  to  yon  from  yonr  enemiea, 

Bot  we  are  told  that  the  enterpriong  mer- 
chant is  deprived  pf  an  opportnnity — of  what  I 
Of  mining  himself  and  sacrificing  the  indnatry 
of  others.  Has  any  cajntalist  said  he  would 
ventore  oat  in  the  present  tempest  which 
blackens  the  ooean  ?  No,  rar,  they  are  your 
dashing  merchants;  speonlators,  who,  having 
nothing  to  lose  and  every  thing  to  gun,  woola 
laonch  headlong  on  the  ocean,  regaruess  of  con- 
aeqnenoes.  No  oommeroe  con  be  now  oamed 
on,  other  than  that  which  is  sabservient  to  the 
Omers  in  CounciL  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Islojid  (Mr.  Ja.€kbos) — no  man  is 
better  informed  on  this  subjeot — would  he 
ventnre  bis  proper^  on  the  ocean  in  a  trade 
contravening  those  orders  t  I  wonld  ask  him 
ftirtber,  woald  Brown  and  Ives,  merchants,  as 
remarkable  for  their  prudence  as  for  their  en- 
terprise, and  for  their  capital  as  either;  wonld 
they  send  their  vessels  to  the  Oontioent  of 
Europe!  I  believe  their  opinion  wonld  corrob- 
orate the  opinion  of  Mr.  Gray. 

The  mercantile  distresses  have  been  deeoribed, 
with  every  possible  ecaggeration,  as  insnffer- 
aMe.  The  real  distress,  sir,  is  quite  sufficient, 
withont  any  nndne  coloring.  I  regret  eib^mely, 
indeed,  sir,  from  my  heart  and  eoaL  I  lament 
that  the  embai^  should  be  oonadered  as  fklling 
heavier  on  the  merchant  ths"  on  the  planter. 
If  I  know  my  own  heart  1  would  share  with 
them  to  the  last  load  Bnt  compare  their  uta&- 
tion  now  with  what  it  woola  have  been  if 
their  whole  property  had  been  swept  away. 
Compare  their  present  atnation  with  that  whidi 
must  have  been  the  neoeesary  oonseqaeikce  of 
the  seizure  of  all  tjie  floating,  registered  ton- 
nage of  the  United  BCatas,  and  which  would 
I  have  happ«ked,  bnt  for  the  embargo.  Their 
Teasels  are  now  in  safety ;  if  the  embargo  had 
not  tteen  laid  they  wonld  have  lost  both  vessel 
and  osrgo.  They  mnst  have  either  imposed  an 
embargo  on  themselTea,  or  exposed  their  ospital 
to  total  destniction. 

Another  reason  why  I  approve  of  the  em- 
bargo, and  which,  reaU^  to  my  mind,  is  a  very 
consolatory  reason,  is,  it  has  at  least  preserved 
ns  thus  far  from  bloodshed.  I  am  one  of  those 
who  believe  the  miseriea  of  this  life  are  soffi- 
ciently  nnmerons  and  preasing  without  increas- 
ing either  their  nomW  or  pongenw  by  the 
caJamities  inseparable  from  war.    u  we  bad  . 


pat  the  qneation  to  every  man  in  the  nation, 
the  head  of  a  family,  whether  we  shoold  go  to 
war  or  lay  on  embargo,  (the  only  choice  wehadj 
nineteen  out  of  twenty  would  have  voted  for 
the  embargo.  I  believa  mr,  the  people  of  the 
Umtad  Btatee  confiding  tneir  honor  and  uatloDal 
character  to  yoor  gaardianship,  would  this  day 
decide  the  same  question  in  the  same  way.  The 
people  have  nothing  to  gain  by  war,  noUiing 
by  bloodshed ;  bnt  they  have  every  thing  to 
lose.  From  this  reason  resolU  another,  equally 
satisfactory ;  we  are  still  free  frvm  an  olfiauca 
with  ehher  of  the  belUgerenta.  Upon  a  kaa  <tf 
peace  inevitably  follows  an  allianoe  with  <tu»  ot 
those  two  powers.  I  wonld  rather  stake  tba 
nation  on  a  war  with  botli,  timi  ally  with 
either.  Ko,  sir,  I  never  will  consult  to  mah 
into  the  pollated,  detesUhle,  distempered  em- 
braces of  the  whore  of  Eii^and,  nor  trackl«  at 
the  footstool  of  the  Gallic  Emperor. 

Bnt  the  embargo  has  &i]ed,  it  has  been  tri- 
umphantly asserted  on  one  side  of  the  House, 
ai^  echoed  along  the  vanltwl  dome  from  the 
other.  If  it  has.  it  ia  no  canse  of  trinmph ;  no, 
iQdee)],sir;  but  it  is  a  oooae  of  melancholy  flael- 
ings  to  every  true  patriot,  to  ever;  man  who  doea 
not  r^oice  in  the  wrongs  of  his  coontry.  Why 
has  the  measure  Mled  of  expected  sneeessi 
The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Est)  naed 
an  argument  incomprehensible  to  me,  as  on 
argument  in  his  favor ;  on  my  side  it  is  indeed 
invincible.  He  has  establiahed  it  was  the  eva- 
don  of  the  laws  which  prevented  their  being 
effectual.  He  tells  you  that  cert^  evaders  of 
the  laws  have  so  risen  up  in  m>potition  to  them, 
that  the  Preeident  of  the  United  States  was 
obliged  to  isaae  his  proclamation  in  April  last ; 
that  this  proclamation  told  the  British  Cabinet 
the  people  had  rel>e]Ied  against  the  embargo — 
but  I  will  pass  over  the  snlt^ect ;  it  impose* 
sUeDoe  on  me,  becansa  it  must  epeu  doggos  to 
the  hearts  of  some  men. 

My  friend  from  Yirghiia  (Mr.  RainwifK) 
urged  one  argument  against  the  embargo,  whicK 
to  be  spre,  is  a  most  serious  one.  Be  asked  if 
we  were  prepared  to  violate  the  publio  ihith  I 
I  hope  n(A,  sir.  I  b^  to  be  ezcosed  for  asking 
him  (for  I  know  he  scorns  anhmisBion  aa 
much  as  any  man)  if  submissioo  will  ps; 
(he  public  debtt  To  that  gentleman's  actita 
and  oomprehennve  mind,  tite  deleterious  con- 
seqaenoes  of  the  present  system  of  the  bet- 
ligerentB  to  onr  interests,  mnst  be  glow- 
ing, self-evident  He  will  see  that  their  prea- 
ent  measnres  carry  deatmotioD  to  the  most 
valoable  interests,  and  are  sabver«ive  of  the 
most  sacred  rights  of  the  people ;  and  if  tbey  are 
submitted  to,  every  thing  dear  lio  an  Americoo 
must  be  afflicted  with  the  slow,  lingering  but 
certuD  approaches  of  consumption.  {  h^  ra- 
ther go  off  at  once.  I  have  no  opinion  of  a  lin- 
gering death.  Rather  than  the  nation  shoold 
be  made  to  take  this  yoke,  if  so  soperlative  a 
curse  can  be  in  store  for  as,  mav  the  hand  of 
Heaven  first  annihilate  that  which  cannot  be 
nurtured  into  honor.    I  had  much  rath^  all 
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aboold  perish  in  une^oriooB  conflict,  thanrab- 
mit  to  this,  M  vile  a  HTHtem. 

Bat  we  are  told;  that  the  embargo  itself  Ja 
(Obmimcni.  Indeed,  airt  Then,  irith  all  m; 
bttrt,  I  would  tear  it  from  the  atatdte  book, 
ud  iMTe  a  bluk  page  where  it  stood.  Is  the 
cmbargD  nitmussioD  t  hy  whom  is  it  ■<)  called ! 
B;  gentlemen  who  are  for  aotiTe  offence !  Bo 
tbess  nntlemen  come  forward  and  tdl  joa  that 
that  ue  embargo  is  sabmisnon?  So  sach 
thing,  nr.  Hv  memorj  decaiveB  me,  if  any 
Dim  who  voted  for  the  embargo  thinks  it  anb- 
miiskai.  The;  are  the  original  opponents  of 
the  embargo  who  call  it  submisdon,  and  who, 
while  they  diarge  7on  with  the  intention,  are 
^  every  act  and  deed  {OMiliBioe  it  themselves. 
It  is  incorrect,  dr.  Every  gentlemaa  who  has 
qwken,  and  who  has  told  yon  that  the  embargo 
MiabmiBaioa,  haa  acknowledged  the  tonth  of 
the  retdntioD  nnder  conrideration:  it  has  not 
beea  denied  bj  a  dngle  Individnal.  Suppose 
then  we  were  to  change  its  phraseology,  and 
Bake  it  the  preamble  to  a  reeolntion  for  repeal- 
inf  the  embargo,  it  will  then  read :  "  whereas 
the  United  States  cannot  without  a  saorifioe  of 
thdr  ri^ta,  honor,  and  independence,  submit 
to  the  late  ediota  of  Qrest  Britain."  Therefore 
naolrsd,  tliat  the  embargo  be  repealed,  and 
ocanmerce  with  Great  Britain  permitted.  Do 
diew  two  deelarationa  hang  together,  air  I  That, 
becwise  w«  cannot  snbmit  to  the  ediota  of  the 
balligerenta,  we  will  therefore  open  a  free  trade 
«itb  tbuD  I  The  first  part  of  the  proposition 
ii  trn&  DO  man  has  denied  it;  the  sdditdoo 
whidi  I  b&'ve  made  to  it  then,  is  the  disoOTdai^t 
nut,  and  provea  the  embargo  ia  not  aabndsaion. 
i  wiih  to  Know  of  gentlemen,  whether  trading 
Tith  the  beUigerenta,  under  their  preeent  restric- 
tioDioii  oommeroe^  would  not  be  anbrniaaionf 
Oartainly.nr.  Is  then  a  refrainingfrom  so  doing, 
rabaustton  !  In  a  word,  is  resiatanoe  iubmia- 
sionl  Was  the  embargo  principle  oonddered 
mbmisBion  in  the  daja  ot  the  stamp  act }  Did 
the  nation  ckU  it  snbmiarion  when  it  was  enact- 
ed nnder  General  Wasbingtont  Was  itso  oon- 
Bdered  by  tlie  Repnblirana,  when  resorted  to 
fiv  redress  against  the  priroary  violations  in 
1TS3  ?  Or  was  it  ever  contended  that  had  not 
the  onbai^  been  raised,  the  tenns  of  Jay'a 
trea^  wonld  have  been  worse  t  Do  gentlemen 
of  the  "old  Bohool"  undertake  to  say  that  the 
Father  of  l^mr  coontry  submitted  then  to 
George  IH.  ?  I  hope  not,  rir.  If  the  embargo 
WM  not  snbmisaion  onder  George  Washiiutoii, 
It  ii  not  under  Thomas  Jefierson.  Again,  I  ask, 
were  the  principle*  oftb^  embargo  snbmiuion 
iiilTT4-'6-'6l  Bntit  has  been  replied,  it  ia 
not  meet  tfast  the  remedies  of  that  day  Bhoiild 
bsappUed  to  the  present  cas&  Why  not,  airt 
The  diaease  was  the  same ;  and  leat  gentlemen 
hire  GiraotteB  what  It  iras^  I  will  tell  them  how 
Ibe  M  Congreaa  described  it:  "Too  exenused 
Bnboimd«d  aoverdgn^  over  tbe  sea,  yon  turned 
ths  porta  and  natitms  to  which  alone  onr  mer- 
tiiandise  abonld  be  carried,  and  with  whom 
dona  we  abonU  tnde."    Draw  the  parallel, 


I  will  not  stop  here ;  I  am  willing  to  go  fbr- 
ther;  I  woula  carry  fire  and  sword  into  the 
enemy's  quarters;  but  I  would  first  exhaust 
every  maans  to  preserve  peace. 

Ton  will  ezcnse  me,  sir,  for  ^ving  an  opinion 
in  this  place,  which,  perhaps,  aomo  gentlemen 
may  think 'does  not  result  frtaa  the  subject  im- 
mediately before  us.  I  will  tell  yon  what  de- 
acription  of  people  in  the  United  States  are 
most  anzions  that  the  embargo  should  not  be 
repealed.  It  is  a  new  sect,  sir,  spmng  np  among 
ns — nltra-federalists.  They  are  the  persona,  in 
my  belief  who  are  most  deairoiis  the  embat^ 
should  be  continued.  They  see  that  upon  its 
removal  a  war  wjth  Great  Britain  followa.  An 
alliance  with  her  is  the  object  nearest  their 
hearts — not  a  resiatanoe  of  [he  wrongs  and  !n- 
anlta  practised  by  bar.  If  this  embargo  be  sab- 
mission,  if  non-lntercouree  be  snbmisuon,  if  a 
prompt  preparatioQ  for  war  be  submission,  I 
aak  them  what  is  it  to  rit  still  and  do  notiiing  t 
Do  yon  mean  to  submit!  Come  ont  and  tell 
the  nation  Whether  yon  wiU  or  will  not  resist 
the  Orders  in  Oonnoil — let  us  know  it — it  is  de- 
sirable that  we  ahoold  know  it— it  will  condnoe 
to  the  pobllo  weaL 

I,  for  one,  tax,  will  vote  to  continue  the  em- 
batgo,  because  I  do  still  otm^er  it  a  ooeroive 


consider  it  so,  when  I  take  a  view  of  what  is 
the  nature  of  onr  prodncts — what  is  the  nature 
of  her  exports  and  importa— what  ia  the  nature 
of  her  wanta,  and  what  her  opacity  and  meana 
of  supply.  Look  at  the  West  Indies,  where  the 
embargo  has  a  decided  aaoendency  over  every 
other  measure  yon  can  adopt  You  will  find 
that  her  colonial  and  navigation  ^aleia  has,  in 
that  quarter,  never  been  muAtained  since  the 
Bevolntion.  Perhaps  I  o^ht,  in  preenming  to 
speak  further  abont  the  Weat  Indiea,  to  apolo. 
gua  to  tbe  gentleman  from  Ksryland,  (Ur. 
Ext,)  not  indeed  for  his  very  ooortty  conduct, 
because  if  a  man  is  ignorant,  he  does  not  like  to 
be  told  of  it.    The  gentleman  will  be  pleased  to 


[Mr.  Kai  explained  that  he  had  not  intended 
any  reference  to  the  Mntlranan  from  Sooth 
Carolina  in  hia  remaivB.]  I  am  extremely 
obliged  to  the  gentleman  for  bis  explanation. 
Entertaining  great  respect  for  his  talents,  I  am 
happy  to  find,  npon  such  anthori^,  the  charge 
is  neither  i^plicable  nor  Intended.  The  colo- 
nial system  has  been  always  r^arded  as  essen- 
tial to  all  the  vilal  interests  of  Great  Brit^. 
Every  Yelaiation  of  that  system  bas  ezcit«d 
mnrmam  and  great  discontent  In  the  mother 
oonntry,  and  yet  they  have  been  constantly 
produced  by  the  wants  of  the  colonies.  Would 
they  have  been  permitted  in  favor  of  the  United 
Statea,  could  those  wants  be  supplied  from  any 
other  quarter)  I  most  oont^id,  then,  that 
their  profiuble  existence  depends  npon  an  in- 
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teroontse  with  the  United  StatM,  notwithsUnd- 
ing  even  thing  which  hai  been  said  to  the  oon- 
trarj.  I  do  not  mean  to  involve  the  idea  of 
•bsolate  starvation ;  mnch  km  to  inainnate  that 
the  embargo  is  so  coercive  as  to  hnmble  Great 
Britain  at  onr  feet ;  for  from  it — bnt^  do  iaj, 
from  the  nature  of  their  prodncts,  their  profit- 
able existence  depends  npon  as.  There  are  not 
contained  within  the  whole  British  empire  at 
this  time,  whatever  tbej  may  have  been  pre- 
vious to  the  American  Bevolntion,  sapplies  for 
the  home  and  colonial  consnmption.  WiU  gen- 
tlemen tell  ns  firom  whence  thej  are  to  procnre 
the  principal  articles  of  provisoes  and  lamber  ? 
I  might  rest  the  ailment  in  aafety  on  these 
articles  alone ;  these  are  essential,  and  of  our 

C'  ace.  All  the  evasions  of  the  embargo  have 
made  with  a  view  to  that  snppl  j ;  enforce 
it^  and  from  whenae  will  the;  procure  the  arti- 
cle of  lumber!  It  bears  ft  higher  price  and  is 
more  scarce  in  Great  Britdn,  even  in  ordinary 
times,  than  in  the  West  Indies.  The  opinion 
that  Nova  Bcotia  and  Canada  were  adequate  to 
that  snpply,  has  been  long  nnce  abandoned. 
The  articles  of  their  prodace  reqoire  a  constant 
supply  of  onr  materuds,  some  of  tbem  cannot 
be  procured  from  any  other  part  of  the  world ; 
of  Vie  lumber  received,  we  have  heretofore  fur- 
niabed  ninety-nine  parts  ont  of  one  hnndred. 
Bnt  we  are  told  they  can  ruse  com.  Who  de- 
nies it  I  I  will  grant  to  gentlemen  all  they  ask 
on  that  point,  and  add,  too,  that  their  corn  is 
aotually  more  valnable  per  bushel  than  that  of 
this  country ;  but  when  their  labor  and  indns- 
try  is  directed  to  that  object,  what  becomes  of 
their  cotton,  soger,  and  coffee  coltivationt 
What  becomes  of  the  immense  revennee  derived 
trom  those  sonrceat  Gentlemen  must  not  for- 
get that  at  least  one-third  of  her 


b«  wrong,  if  I  w«r«to  say  from  coffee  and  sogar 
only.  If  yon  drive  them  to  the  cultivaUon  of 
com  fbr  snbsistenc^  they  most  necessarily 
abandon  the  coltlvation  of  their  most  vslnable 
staples.  And  do  gentlemen  believe  Great 
Britain  is  willing  to  sacrifice  all  tbeee  considera- 
tions to  a  refoatJto  do  yon  Jnstice !  We  do  not 
require  jnstice,  for  all  we  aak  of  her  is  to  ab- 
stam  from  plundering  as.  We  say  to  her  "  hands 
off^"  we  wish  not  to  come  into  collision  with 
yon ;  let  as  alone.  These  sacriSoea  will  not  be 
mnch  longer  hazarded,  unless  indeed  she  ia  de- 
luded into  a  belief  that  she  has  sufficient  in- 
flnence,  in  this  country,  to  ex 
andinanrreetion,  and  thereby  n 
(rf  pressure. 


e  policy.  If  yon  will  study  the  ^ontimenta 
contained  in  Mr.  Chnning's  note,  you  will  Snd 
they  afford  a  lesson  of  inslmctioo  which  yon 
onght  to  learn  and  practise  upon :  "  To  this 
univergal  combination  His  Uuesty  has  opposed 
a  temperate,  but  a  determined  retaliation  upon 
tiie  enemy;    truBttng  that  a  firm    re^tanoe 
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would  defeat  their  prqject ;  but  knowing  that 
the  amallest  conceeaon  would  inbllibly  enoour- 
age  a  perseverance  in  it"  I  beg  the  Home  to 
draw  in^ruction  f^m  this  otherwise  detestabla 
paper — it  preaches  a  doctrine  to  which  1  hopt 
we  siiall  become  proselytM.  A  steady  perse- 
verance in  onr  measures  will  assist  ns  idmost  u 
mach  as  the  aCreugth  of  them. 

I  conceive  the  supplies  necessary  for  the  mun- 
tenance  of  the  war  with  Spain  and  Portugal 
will  fairly  come  into  the  calcnlation.  It  his 
become  the  duty  and  interest  of  Great  Britain 
to  maintun  the  cause  of  Spun  and  Fortngsl— 
she  has  made  it  so.  Where  will  those  inppliH 
be  drawn  fromt  Does  she  prodace  them  U 
hornet  CerUunly  not;  (br  it  cannot  be  fto^ot- 
ten  that  the  average  importatJon  of  flour  alone 
Bt  Liverpool  is  ninety  thousand  barrels  annnsDy. 
The  Baltic  is  closed  against  her.  The  demand 
mnst  be  great ;  for  Spain  and  Portn^  in  times 
of  peace  have  r^ularly  imported  grain  for  their 
own  consnmption.  And  Jiere  I  will  observe, 
there  is  no  attribute  in  my  nature  which  bdoces 
me  to  take  rides  with  those  who  contend  for  a 
choice  of  masters.  So  far  as  they  are  ^htiiij 
for  the  right  of  self-government,  God  send  them 
speed ;  but  at  this  pecnhar  crios  I  think  it  ei- 
tremely  important  that  our  sympathies  should 
not  be  enlisted  on  the  side  of  either  of  the  cAi- 
tending  parties.  I  would,  therefore,  from  Spun 
and  Portugal  withhold  our  supplies,  because 
through  them  we  coerce  Great  Britain. 

But  that  pressure  which  Great  Britain  feels 
moat,  ia  most  alive  to,  is  at  home.  The  lart 
crop  is  short,  and  injured  in  harvesting ;  wheat 
is  fourteen  shillings  the  bushel,  and  rising.  Her 
millions  of  poor  must  be  supplied  with  bread, 
and  what  has  become  almost  equally  important, 
she  mnst  fnmish  employment  for  her  laboroi 
Eud  manufacturers.  Where  can  the  necevary 
supply  of  cotton  he  procured  t  For,  thank  God  I 
while  we  are  making  a  sacrifice  of  that  article, 
it  goes  to  the  injury  of  Great  Britain  who  op- 
presses us,  and  whose  present  importation  ia  not 
equal  to  one-half  her  ordinary  consumption.  Il 
the  raanu&otnrer  ia  to  be  thrown  out  ofeoi- 
ploy,  till  that  raw  material  -which  is  nor 
the  hypothesis  of  the  day,  is  produced  from 
Africa,  the  minbtry  who  are  the  cause  of  it 
will  not  long  rule  the  destiniea  of  that  nation. 
No,  nr,  I  am  not  alarmed  abont  supplies  of 
cotton  from  Africa.  Nor  am  I  to  be  fiightewd 
out  of  the  embargo  by  a  fear  of  being  supplanted 
in  the  market,  from  that  quarter ;  they  must 
be  but  little  read  indeed  in  political  economji 
who  can  dread  a  competition  with  ba^baIi*a^ 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  earth. 

Another  strong  indncement  with  this  Bouse 
to  coQttnne  and  enforce  the  embargo  is,  that 
while  it  presses  those  who  injure  ns,  it  preserves 
the  nation  in  peace.  I  see  no  other  honorable 
conrseio  which  peace  can  be  maintained.  Take 
whatever  other  project  has  been  hinted  at,  and 
-■    inevitably  results.    While  we  can  proeras- 
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age  of  wKitiDg  the  events  in  Ehk^.  Tbe  true 
tDterasts  of  Cbis  conatrj  can  be  fonnd  011I7  in 
peace.  Among  jaaaj  other  important  oonaid- 
wadonB,  remember,  that  moment  yon  go  to 
mr,  ;oD  may  bid  adien  to  eTet7  proepeet  of 
diKhw^ing  tbe  national  debt.  The  present  war 
of  all  others  sbuold  be  avoided;  being  with  oat 
anoljject,  no  man  can  oonjectore  ita  t«nniDa- 
tkc;  for  as  iraa  moat  correct!  v  observed  by 
my  ftiead,  (Hi.  Maooh,)  the  bellig erente  flglit 
everybody  but  one  another.  Every  ol^ject  for 
vUdi  tbe  war  was  originally  begun  and  con- 
tJened  to  1606,  haa  dnce  that  time  become  ei- 
tind.  The  mptnre  In  the  negodationa  of  that 
d^y  was  made  not  on  points  affectiog  directly 
theBritiah  interest,  but  grew  out  cj  the  indi- 
rect concern  ahe  felt  in  maintatning  those  nrged 
by  Bnisia,  which  Power,  having  since  declared 
war  against  Great  Britain,  has  obliterated  tlie 
tlien  only  exiqtioK  object  of  tbe  war.  Embark 
in  it  when  yoa  mease,  it  will  not  procnre  yon 
indemnity  for  tne  past ;  and  yonr  security  for 
Uiefatore  must  ultimately  depend  on  the  same 
,  promise^  which  yon  can  obtain  by  peaceable 
meana.  I  have  no  diapoailion,  ur,  to  hazatd 
the  interest  of  my  conntry  In  a  conflict  so  un- 
defined, ao  interminable  I 

Bat,  say  gentlemen,  it  is  cert^nly  not  aiib- 
miwon  to  trade  to  thoae  ports  which  the  edicts 
of  the  bdlixerenia  have  not  prohibited  na  from 
tnding  witL  Oranted — I  will  not  enter  into  a 
cakulation  on  the  subject,  as  to  how  mnoh  im- 
pgrtaoce  the  trade  wonld  be  of  to  us.  The 
duinosn  of  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Ueans 
has  told  yoa  it  would  be  contemptible  in 
nwant ;  but,  sir,  I  say  this,  becanse  I  consider 
iteipedient  to  oontinae  the  embargo,  to  witb- 
idi  our  supplies  from  those  who  need  \hem, 
I  will  not  permit  yoa  to  go  to  those  countries. 
Bipeal  the  embargo  in  parti  No,  air.  Give 
merchants  one  single  spot  anywhere  out  of  the 
Jarifdiction  of  your  own  country,  as  large  as  the 
aiDaie  of  this  House,  and  they  would  carry 
a«y  the  whole  of  our  snrplua  produce.  Give 
tbem  a  little  island  on  which  to  place  the  Ail- 
cnun  of  their  lever,  and  Archimedes-like,  they 
•nil  move  your  whole  trade.  Let  tbem  go  to 
Semarvv,  to  Gotlenborg,  or  any  other  burg, 
ud  it  is  to  the  whole  world.  Bat  the  trade  to 
Spain  and  Portugal  has  been  held  np  as  highly 
mfitable  to  the  merchants  of  the  United 
Btales.  The  gentlemen  who  venture  this  opinion 
have  not,  perhaps,  considered  the  subject  with 
all  the  stitention  it  is  entitled  to.  It  appears  to 
me  to  tie  demonstrable  from  the  documents,  and 
the  knowledge  of  cirmunstanoes  which  we  pos- 
se*, that  Great  Britain,  with  the  extension  of 
plunder  the  Orders  in  Oonncil  warranted,  is  not 
Mtisfied.  She  was  not  content  that  she  had 
laid  A  snare  whereby  she  intercepted  our  whole 
eommerce  to  Europe.  She  then  permitted  us 
(no  donbt  flwn  extreme  moderation)  to  trade 
vUh  the  French  colonies,  taking  oare,  at  the 
nme  time,  to  foroe  a  direction  of  that  trade  in 
a  dtuinel  which  could  not  fail  to  yield  a  triba- 
tary  npply  to  her  exdieqner.    She  has  now 


interdicted,  by  orders  eecretly  issued,  that  com- 
merce also.  The  language  of  Gochrane's  pro- 
clamation cannot  he  misunderstood.  What  & 
barvest  bo  wonld  have  reaped  from  the  robbery 
of  yonr  merchantmen,  had  the  embargo  been 
raued,  as  was  expected  by  the  British  Cabinet, 
at  the  commencement  of  lie  session.  The" 
Orders  in  Oonncil  would  have  taken  all  your 
property  going  to  oontioental  Europe,  and  those 
of  the  Admiraltry  would  have  swept  tbe  West 
India  traders.  I  believe  the  idea  of  ei^oying  a 
free  trade  to  Sp^  and  Portngsl  is  altogether 
lllnsory,  Ur.  Canning  has  told  us,  not  in  t^ 
Uden  verlnt,  hnt  cer^uly  in  effect,  that  we 
should  be  permitted  to  trade  with  thoee  conn- 
tries,  only  under  the  Orders  in  OounciL  In 
answer  to  the  proportion  made  by  Mr.  Pink- 
ney  tosDspend  the  embargo  asto  Great  Britain, 
for  a  suspension  of  the  Orders  in  Oonncil  as  to 
the  United  States,  the  British  Minister  reeled 
in  tbe  most  peremptory  manner  possible.  Here 
let  me  observe,  that  had  that  sospennon  been 
agreed  to,  the  embargo  would  have  co-operated 
with  the  Orders  in  Oonncil  agwnst  France.  It 
wonld  have  been  even  much  more  efficacious 
than  those  orden,  inasmuch  as  onr  own  regula- 
tions would  have  interdicted  all  oommerce  with 
France.  The  professed  object  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  retaliation  on  the  enemy,  cannot  there- 
fore be  real — they  originated,  as  they  have  been 
execnted,  in  a  spirit  of  deadly  hostility  against 
us.  That  the  operation  of  thoee  orders  wonld 
be  extended  to  8p«n  and  Portugal,  should  the 
embargo  be  repealed  in  part,  I  infer  from  thia 
podttve  assertion  of  the  British  Secretary  :  "It 
IS  not  improbable,  indeed,  that  some  alterations 
may  be  made  in  the  Orders  in  Council,  as  they 
are  at  present  framed;  alteration?  calculated 
not  to  abate  their  spirit  or  impur  their  princi- 

§le.  but  to  adapt  them  more  exactly  to  the 
ifi^rent  state  of  things  which  has  fbrtnnately 
grown  up  in  Enrope,  and  to  combine  all  prac- 
ticable relief  to  neutrals  vrith  a  more  severe 
Srssore  npon  the  enemy."  Here  is  not  only  a 
enial  of  suspension,  but  a  threat  that  altera- 
tions will  be  made,  (no  doubt  in  tender  mercy 
to  na,)  not  to  abate  their  spirit,  but  to  adapt 
their  operation  more  extensively  to  onr  ruin. 
What  is  the  state  of  things  allnded  tot  Let 
every  gentleman  who  seeks  aAer  truth,  candidly 
inquire  for  himself,  what  is  the  state  of  things 
which  Mr.  Canning  considers  has  so  fortonatdy 
grown  up  in  Europe.  Can  it  be  any  thing  bnt 
the  revolutions  in  Spain  and  Portngsl  1  If  the 
Orders  in  Council  are  not  to  be  impwred,  but 
th^  operation  rendered  more  applicable  to  the 
present  state  of  things,  a  forUori,  yon  are  to 
be  cut  off  from  the  Bonth  of  Europe,  in  the 
same  manner  as  yon  ore  from  France  and  her 
dependencies.  And  ore  yon  ready  to  repeal  the 
emtiargo  nnder  such  a  threat  as  thief  This 
note,  or,  is  sarcastic  to  the  lest  degree ;  in  it  I 
read  iusnlt  added  to  the  atrocious  ii^uries  raj 
country  haa  received ;  there  is  but  one  part  of  it 
which  can  be  looked  at  with  patieoce,  and  that 
is  tbe  valuable  sdmiK^tioo  I  have  read. 
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Some  gentlemen  have  gone  into  a  disaoanon 
of  the  proprietj  of  enconraging  muinfectiirea  in 
this  eoantr^.  I  beard  iritli  resret  the  obeerva- 
tiODB  of  the  genUeman  from  Virjpnia  on  this 
Bobject.  I  will  be  excused  by  him  for  ofleriiig 
TDj  protest  against  tboee  BeotimentB.  I  am  for 
nohi^h  protecting  dnties  infaTorof  007  de- 
Boriptioaof  menin  this  ootmtry.  Extending  to 
him  the  equal  protection  of  the  law,  I  am  for 
keeping  the  manoiactaTer  on  the  same  footing 
with  the  agrienltnriBt.  ITilder  such  k  sjatsm, 
tlier  will  increase  preoBely  in  that  proportion 
vhich  will  ftnnwitiaJly  advance  the  public  gOH>d. 
So  fail  as  jonr  rerenoB  ^atem  baa  proteotod 
the  intereats  of  your  merchants,  I  am  nnoerel; 
r^oioed ;  bat  I  can  ciHueat  to  no  additional  im- 
position of  dntj,  bj  way  of  boontf  to  one  de- 
scription of  penona,  at  the  expense  of  another, 
eqnallj  mentorions.  I  deplore  most  Biocerely 
the  sitnadon  into  which  the  nnprecedent^d 
state  of  the  world  baa  thrown  the  merchant. 
A  gentleman  fromUassaohnsetts  has  said,  thej 
feJ  all  the  sensibiUtj  for  the  mercantile  inter- 
est, which  we  (eel  for  a  certain  speaiea  of  prop- 
erty in  the  Southern  States.  This  sj>p«al  is 
nndersLood,  and  I  well  remember,  that  some  of 
th«r  representattveB  were  among  the  first  who 
felt  for  OUT  distreAsing  mtuatiou,  while  discuss- 
ing ^e  bill  ia  prohibit  the  importation  of  elaves. 
I  feel  all  the  sympathy  for  that  intwest  now, 
which  wsa  felt  for  ns  then;  but  I  sak  if  it  is 
not  soand  policy  to  encourage  the  patriotism  of 
onr  merchants  to  snpport  still  longer  the  sacri- 
flcea,  which  the  public  exigenciea  call  for,  with 
epbit  and  reeolntion?  If  they  should  suffer 
most  from  oar  present  situation,  it  is  for  their 
immediate  advantage  that  we  are  contending, 
I  most  be  allowed  in  continuation  to  say,  that, 
althoi^  I  do  not  profeffl  to  be  one  of  the  ex- 
clusive piotectors  of  commerce,  I  sm  as  willing 
to  defend  certain  rights  of  the  merchant,  as  the 
rights  of  the  planter.  Thns  for  I  will  go ;  I 
will  assist  in  directing  the  physical  length  of 
the  nation  to  the  protection  of  that  commerce 
which  properly  grows  out  of  the  produce  of  the 
soil ;  but  no  further.  Nor  am  I  therefore  dis- 
posed to  limit  the  scene  of  his  enterptise.  Go 
Dp  to  Uooha,  tliroQgh  the  Sardanellee,  into  the 
South  seas.  Search  for  gums,  skins,  and  gold, 
where  and  when  yon  please ;  bat  take  care,  ii 
ahall  be  at  yonr  own  ri^  If  you  get  into  broils 
and  quarrels,  do  not  call  npon  me,  to  leave  my 
plough  in  the  field,  where  I  am  toiling  for  the 
bread  my  children  must  eat,  or  atarve,  to  fight 
yonr  battles. 

It  has  been  generally  circnlated  thronghont 
the  Eastern  States,  in  extracts  of  letters,  sud  to 
be  from  members  of  Coogreas,  (and  which  I  am 
certainly  sorry  for,  because  it  has  excited  jeal- 
ooiies,  which  I  wish  to  see  allayed,)  that  the 
Sontbem  States  are  inimical  to  commerce.  80 
Ut  as  Sontb  Carolina  is  concerned  in  the  gene- 
ral implica^n,  I  do  pronounce  this  a  gross 
ilander,  an  abominable  fidsehood,  be  the  aa- 
thors  who  they  may.     The  State  of  Sooth 


Carolina  is  now  Tfialri?^  a  most  magnaniuiioDs 
BBcrifloe  fbr  commercial  rights. 

Will  gentlemen  be  sart^ised  when  I  tell  Usaa, 
Sooth  Carolina  is  interested,  by  the  srtspennoa 
of  oar  trade,  in  the  article  of  cotton  alone,  to  u 
amount  greater  than  the  whole  reveniie  of  th« 
TJnitedStstee!  We  do  make  a  sacrifice,  or;  I 
wi^  it  could  be  consommatad.  I  ehould  re- 
joice to  see  this  day  all  our  sniplns  cotton,  iwt, 
flour  and  tobacco  bomt  Unchbetterwouidit 
be  to  destroy  it  ourselvea,  than  to  pay  a  tribute 
on  it  to  any  foreign,  power.  Sodi  a  naHoniJ 
offering,  caused  by  the  oopi^ty  and  oppreBwn 
of  Great  Britain,  woald  oonvinoe  her  i&e  cooM 
not  hnmble  the  spirit  of  freemen.  From  the 
natore  of  her  prodads,  the  people  of  Sooth 
Carolina  can  have  no  interest  nnoounected  nd 
at  variance  with  commerce.    They  fed  for  the 

Sreasnrs  on  Boston,  aa  mnoh  as  for  that  on 
harleston,  and  they  have  given^roo&  of  that 
fbeling.  Upon  a  mere  cakmlatioD  of  dollsn 
and  cents— I  do  from  my  eonl  abhor  soch  1 
calculation  where  national  rights  are  oonceiaed 
— if  Sonth  Carolina  oonld  thns  stoop  to  calca- 
lato,  she  would  see  that  she  has  no  mterest  in 
this  question — opon  a  calculation  of  dollars  sfid 
cents,  which,  I  repeat,  I  protert  against,  it  ia 
perfectly  immaterial  to  her  whether  bar  eottei, 
rice,  and  tobacco,  go  to  Europe  in  En^isb  or 
American  vessels.  No,  at,  she  qinmed  a  ep- 
t«m  which  would  export  her  prodnoe  at  the 
expense  of  the  American  merchant,  who  ought 
to  be  ber  carrier.  When  a  motion  was  nude 
last  winter  for  that  kind  of  embaigo  which  tba 
gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr,  £bt)  wu  in 
&vor  of;  for  he  aays  be  gave  his  advice  to  do 
that  very  thing,  which  if  adopted  woold  cot  up 
the  navigation  interest  most  completelj,  {m 
embargo  on  our  ships  and  vessels  only;)  Sonili 
Carolina  conld  have  put  money  in  her  pocket, 
(another  favorite  idea  with  the  gentiemau,)  bj 
selling  her  produce  to  foreigners  at  enormoiu 
prices;  her  representativee  here  aoanimouEl; 
voted  against  the  proposition ;  and  her  L^i^ 
tore,  with  a  magnanimity  I  wish  to  see  in^st^ 
throughout  tbe  United  Statea,  applauded  tbst 
vote — they  too  eaid  they  would  onanimooa^ 
support  tbe  embargo,  at  the  expense  irf  thdr 
lives  and  fortunes.  She  did  not  want  an  em- 
bargo on  onr  ships,  and  not  on  produce.  K0| 
air ;  she  tnowa  we  are  linked  together  by  on* 
common  chain — break  it  where  you  wUl,  it 
dissolves  the  tie  of  nnioa.  She  feeb,  ea,  s 
stroke  inflicted  on  Uassachnsetts,  with  the  stUM 
spirit  of  reastance  that  she  woold  oua  on 
Georgia.  The  Le^alatnre,  the  repreBeutitivea 
of  a  people  with  whom  the  love  of  coactrj  'a 
indigenona,  told  yoa  nnanimoosly,  that  ^ley 
womd  support  the  meaanrea  of  the  Qenar^ 
Government  Thank  God,  that  I  am  the  B^ 
resentative  of  such  a  State,  and  that  its  repK- 
aentatives  would  not  accept  of  a  commerce,  even 
at  the  advioe  of  a  gentleman  fium  Harjland, 
which  woold  profit  themselves  at  the  eipeuM 
of  their  Eastern  brethren.    Feeling  these  senti- 
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(Kr.  Gbolboit,)  I  ahcrald  depli 
IhingB  which  ofibn  to  themerBh&DtthelAmeDt- 
abk  altematiTe,  begnij  or  the  plough.  I 
vodd  Mj  to  the  mercnaol,  in  the  sincerity  of 
mj  heart,  bear  thia  prearore  with  manl j  forti- 
uide;  if  the  embargo  ikila  of  expected  benefit, 
n  Till  avenge  your  cause,  I  da  sar  ao,  and 
bdieve  the  nadon  will  muntain  the  asMitioa, 

It  ia  with  relactance  I  feel  oompelled,  tiefore 
I  naome  my  aea^  to  make  a  few  obacrratioDa 
ia  ifplj  to  wh^  fell  from  the  gentleman  from 
Uai^laod  (Mr.  En)  yeatwdav.  The  sentle- 
maa  conunenced  hie  addreas  by  ooDtnMicting 
flte  italementa  made  by  a  gentleman  from  Maa- 
Mdmwtta,  and  my  worthy  fHends  from  Vir- 

&el  tbe  embargo  moat, 

Uriags  were  moat  seTere.  i  snau  am  wan«  me 
lime  of  the  Honae  by  an  inqoiry  into  the  troth 
tl  &b  aaaertion;  nor,  air  will  I  enter  into  a 
eoapetition  of  tlua  eort.  I  aim  at  a  diatinction 
6r  more  gloriona.  The  State  1  represent  in 
part,  bears  tbe  Mnbargo  the  best.  Thia  it  ia  my 
pride  to  boast  oC  There,  air,  there  are  no  mur- 
mnia,  no  discontent  at  tbe  exerttooa  of  Govern- 
moittotnvserve  the  rights  of  the  nation.  And 
M  loDg  aa  reapect  for  the  honor,  and  a  hope  of 
tbe  lalTation  of  the  country  exista,  bo  long  will 
Ihc;  bear  it,  press  as  hard  as  it  may. 

Tlie  gentleman  told  yon,  ia  speaking  of  the 
Ihryland  electicHis,  that  the  film  is  removed 
from  the  Byea  of  the  people,  and  that  in  discern- 
ing thur  true  intereets,  they  saw  it  was  the  em- 
bargo, and  not  the  Orders  in  Coonoil,  which 
opptesKS  them.  He  most  feel  confident  indeed 
ia  tbe  knowledge  that  he  is  two  yeaia  in  ad- 
nnee  of  his  cmutitaenta,  or  he  would  not  have 
Teetnred  tach  an  aaeertion,  [Hr.  Key  expliun- 
ed  that  he  b«d  Hid  the  film  was  removed,  and 
the  people  saw  that  their  diHtrees  arose  more 
fhm  the  embaivo  than  from  the  Orders  in 
CaDBdL]  Mr.  Wtlliaub  continoed  :  I  have  no 
iol«ntiiM]  to  misrepreeeot  the  gentleman,  but  I 
nodentood  him  to  aey  that  the  Orders  in  Conn- 
d  <Ud  not  affect  the  continental  market,  bnt 
IheBcrilo  decree;  that  the  embarso  cansed  all 
llw  prtasm«  at  home  ;  that  the  Orders  in  Coon- 
al  Iwd  no  part  in  prodncing  that  meosnre,  and 
thwdiRe  I  infer  as  his  opinion,  that  the  Orders 
in  Coandl  have  not  injnred  ns.  [Mr.  Est  ftii 
tto  tbe  few  obMTvatioDi  which  he  had  made 
<n  tbk  anbject,  were  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
&nu  Tesneasee,  (Mr.  O.  W.  CAiiraiLL,)  that  the 
people  ahoold  be  no  lot^r  deluded.  In  answer 
ta  this  Hr.  K.  said  he  had  obaerved  that  the 
ftofh  were  not  dehded— that  the  film  was  re- 
aorad  from  their  eyes,  and  that  he  then  had 
gone  on  to  show  that  the  depreealon  of  produce 
arose  from  the  embargo.  Bnt  that  be  never 
l>ad  meant  to  say  that  tJie  Berlin  decree  and 
Ordeta  in  Conndl  were  not  injariona,  because 
they  lopped  off  a  large  portioa  of  onr  com- 
mme.] 

V<a.  IV.-^ 


I  nndentood  Om  gentleman  to  say  (observed 
Ur.  W.)  that  it  was  very  strange  we  woold 
not  trust  our  merchants  upon  the  antiiect  of  the 
embargo,  who  were  the  best  judges.  I  wish  to 
represent  tbe  gentleman's  sentimenta  oorreolly, 
and  shall  not  conuder  him  Impolite,  if  I  have 
misstated  him,  should  he  aga^  stop  me.  Why, 
dr,  isitBtranget  Are  the  merchants  the  guar- 
dians of  tbe  public  honor!  This  I  coDoeiveto 
be  the  pecuILar  province  of  Oongress,  because  to 
it  alone  has  the  constitntion  confided  the  power 
to  declare  war.     Will  tbe  gentleman  tmst  the 


aelf.  And  would  he  advise  the  nation  to  pur- 
eae  a  conrae  disgraoefU,  and  to  wfaioh  he  wonld 
not  expoee  bimaelf  t  I  will  not  trust  the  mer- 
oiianta  in  thia  oaae,  nor  any  other  class  ol  men ; 
not  being  reeponaible  for  the  natlbnal  charac- 
ter, they  will  tnde  anywhere,  without  regard 
to  principle.  So  true  is  this,  Deaaalinee  felt  no 
□neaaineas  when  informed  of  the  law  prohibit- 
ing all  intercourse  with  St.  Domingo ;  be  re- 
plied, "  hang  up  a  bag  of  coffee  in  hell,  and  tbe 
American  merchant  will  go  alter  it."  I  am  n'ot 
snre  that,  in  the  evaaions  of  the  embargo,  some 
of  them  have  not  already  approached  near  its 
verge  :  cert^  I  am,  that,  in  a  fur  commerce, 
sach  is  the  entei])rise  and  perseverance  of  their 
character,  they  will  drive  their  trade  aa  &r  aa 
it  can  be  driven.  No,  sir,  I  will  not  trust  the 
merchant  now,  beoanse  he  would  do  the  Tery 
thing  which  tbe  gentleman  seems  to  wish,  trade 
uoder  the  Orders  in  Oounoil. 

The  embargo  should  be  removed,  becanse. 
says  the  gentleman,  it  has  operated  as  a  bounty  _ 
to  the  British  trade.  I  should  be  diaposed  to  ' 
doubt  this,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  a  knowl- 
edge of  who  advocates  its  removal.  Befbre  the 
embargo  was  laid,  agricultural  labor  in  the  Brit- 
ish West  India  islands,  particularly  on  sugar 
estates,  could  scarculy  support  itself.  I  r^er 
the  gentleman  to  the  documenta  printed  by  oi^ 
der  of  Parliament,  and  the  memorials  of  tbe 
agent  of  Jamaica.  He  will  find  that  the  plant- 
ers- are  in  a  distressed  situation,  not  from  thdr 
failure  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  but  trom 
the  enormous  dntiee  on  their  produce  in  the 
mother  couDtry.  Are  the  extravagant  prices 
of  articles  of  the  first  necessity,  superadded  to 
their  former  embBrrowments,  to  operate  aa  a 
bounty  on  their  trade  f  I  should  be  extremely 
gratiBed  if  tbe  gentleman  will  inform  ns  what 
would  hare  been  the  amount  of  bounty  on  the 
trade,  if  evasions  of  the  embargo  had  not  taken 
place.  If  the  price  of  flour  has  been  sixty  dol- 
lars per  barrel,  and  other  articles  inproportion, 
what  would  have  been  the  price  had  .there- 
been  no  evasions  of  the  law  t  They  could  not 
have  been  procured  at  all :  and  yet  we  are  told 
tbe  embargo  is  a  bounty  on  British  trade  I 
When  the  gentleman  was,  I  had  like  to  have 
said,  jnstiryiDg  the  Orders  in  Commil,  lie  should 
have  fkvorad  ub  with  a  vindication  of  the  tmvg- 
glitig  prociamation  also.  Sncb  a  degree  of  cor- 
ruption and  of  immorality  never  before,  in  any 
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one  paper,  disgraced  &  civiliied  nation.  The 
dtiz«ns  of  a  coantr;,  at  peace  and  in  amity,  en- 
ticed to  evade  thdr  own  laws  I  Is  snch  an  act 
calculated  to  indnce  the  belief  tliat  llie  embargo 
operates  as  a  boont;  on  British  trade  t 

I  Bholl  not  enter  apoD  another  qaestion  stirred 
bf  the  gentleman,  the  constitutionality  of  the 
embat^  law  ;  the  inbject  has  beoome  so  stale, 
that  even  he  could  scwcelj  make  it  interening. 
It  has  been  Iwd  asleep — a  aolema  adjudication 
has  taken  place  and  pnt  it  at  rest.  But  the 
gentleman  will  excuse  me  for  obeerviiig  he 
made  a  most  nnfortnnate  allosion  in  the  conrse 
of  his  ai^nment.  He  eaid  It  woa  strange  that, 
not  having  the  power  delegated  to  ns  to  tax  ex- 
ports, we  shonld  undertake  to  prohibit  them. 
The  Orders  in  Oonnoil,  which  if  the  gentleman 
did  cotjostify,  he  was  certainly  very  tender  o^ 
do  exercise  Ihat  very  power  of  taxing  onr  ex- 
ports, which  by  the  conatitaljan  we  are  prohib- 
ited, and  that  too  when  they  «ca  destined  to  a 
goTernmect  eqaally  Bovereign  and  independent 
with  that  of  Great  Biitun. 

We  have  been  referred  by  the  gentleman  to 
the  history  of  the  BeTolntion,  and  after  a  kind 
of  enceminin  on  the  resoorcea  of  Great  Britun, 
the  triomphs  of  her  navy  and  her  present  im- 
perious attitude,  he  demanded  to  know  if  we 
can  expect  she  will  yield  to  ns  now,  when  dnr- 
bg  the  Revolntion  she  maintained  a  war  against 
the  whole  world,  at  the  same  time  that  ebe  kept 
ns  at  bay  seven  years  and  succeeded  with  every 
nation  bat  her  own  sons — -will  she  truckle  at  onr 
feet  now  t  The  gentleman  knows  we  do  not 
seek  to  make  her  truckle  at  onr  feet ;  we  wish 
hernoinjary;  we  ask  of  her  no  boon  what- 
ever :  we  only  entreat  her  to  let  ua  alone  ;  to 
abstain  from  wanton,  nnprovobed  acts  of  op- 

E'esaion.  What  is  the  oUect  of  this  language  \ 
it  to  tell  ns  she  never  will  redress  onr  wrongs; 
or  is  it  to  divert  ns  from  a  prosecution  of  our 
rigiits)  The  contest  was  very  different  with 
her  at  that  t^e  fh)m  what  it  is  now.  She 
then  contended  against  the  dismemberment  of 
her  Empire,  Will  the  gentleman  aay  she  values 
the  principles  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  as  she 
did  the  Boveret^Cy  of  hercoloniest  What  will 
the  gentleman  diacover,  by  examining  the  his- 
tory of  the  period  he  referred  to !  England,  at 
that  time,  when  France,  Spain,  -  Holland,  and 
the  United  States,  were  opposed  to  her,  when 
the  armed  nentrality  in  the  north  of  Europe  as- 
sailed her,  when  all  these  brought  the  principle 
of  embargo  to  bear  upon  her,  was  nearer  ruin 
than  she  ever  was  before  or  since.  I  refer  him 
to  Playfair'e  tablea  for  the  year  1781 ;  there  he 
will  find  the  very  principle  proven,  for  which 
we  are  now  conten^ng.  Does  Great  Britain 
now  prize  the  plunder  of  yonr  merchantmen, 
the  impreBsment  of  your  seamen,  insult  to  yonr 
national  flog,  sb  much  as  she  did  the  sovereignty 
of  the  »oil }  Certainly  not ;  and  yet  she  must, 
precisely  the  same,  or  she  will  not  holdout  now 
aa  she  did  then.  When  I  recollect  that  her  ne- 
cessary annual  eipenditnre  is  greater  than  the 
gross  rent  of  all  the  lauded  proper^  in  her  king- 


dom ;  that  the  armed  neutrality  affected  hei  vt 
materially,  that  the  some  principle  is  thought 
into  operation  agwn ;  that  by  withholding  ou 
c'nstom,  onr  supplies,  our  raw  materials,  vb 
must  necessarily  destroy  a  large  portiou  of  b« 
revenue,  I  oaunot  but  hope  she  will  eee  li« 
own  interest  in  redresung  our  iqunee.  Thii 
is  all  we  oont«nd  for,  allow  the  eiperim«Dt  to 
be  made  ;  if  not,  at  least  propose  some  better 
remedy. 

But  said  the  gentleman,  at  the  doae  cf  the 
Bevolntiouary  war  wa  alone  triumphed  over 
the  ormi  of  Great  Britain;  defeat  befdl  all  tba 
rest  of  the  world.  I  will  not  contest  that  pAit 
with  him,  as  he  b  old  enough  to  speak  from 

We  were  informed  by  tbe  genQeman,  that  it 
was  the  Berlin  decree,  ond  not  the  Orden  is 
Conncil,  had  destroyed  onr  trade  to  the  Conti- 
nent of  Europe.  Here  too  we  are  directly  it 
points.  The  gentleman  has  not  made  bimedf 
master  of  his  cose,  or  has  totally  miat&kea  lui 
evidence.  I  hold  a  document  in  my  bud 
which,  perhaps,  the  gentleman  may  otiject  to, 
as  coming  from  the  opposition  party  in  Gr«*t 
BritMn;  it  is  the  depoeitiona  of  sundry  mu^ 
chants  of  great  wealth  and  respectabilitj, 
taken  before  the  British  House  of  Lwda,  on  the 
snl(}ect  of  the  Orders  in  CounuL  Here  Mr.  W. 
read  from  the  depositions  the  following  ques- 
tions and  answers  : 

"  If  tfa«  Ameiicaa  embargo  were  removed,  lod  lb 
Orden  ia  Council  atill  continued  in  foics,  in  tliet 
CRia  would  the  witn^v  reanme  hie  ihipmenti ' 

"  To  a  veiy  amiiU  amount 

"  For  whmt  reesoQ  f 

"  Becoow  I  do  coDceiTO,  that  tliere  wonU  be  tsdi 
great  impedimenta,  indeed  a  total  omiihibtiai  d 
hade  from  the  United  Statei  of  America  to  die  Con- 
tinent  of  Eniope,  that  I  could  not  expect  to  recaVi 
any  retnnu  for  tbe  goodi  I  sent  ont ;  and  aoMlxr 
i«aeoD  wonld  be  mj  apprahenuon  that  a  war  be- 
tween the  United  States  iiA  tliia  conntiy  would  be 
the  Gouseqnenoe  of  thooe  Orders  in  CoaiiciL 

"  What  ie  the  inaacm  that  the  Oideie  in  Couim 
nievent  tiie  witoCM  wn^i^  onr  ootton  goodi  in  ili^ 
LbollHtl 

"I  believe  I  etat«d  my  af^rehension  tbet  u>>T 
might  produce  a  war  between  tbe  two  oonnm*^? 
■nothet  reason  was,  I  could  not  eapect  to  get  rnmil- 
tonce^  and  a  total  annihUatioQ  of  the  trade  betWM 
the  United  Statea  of  AmoRca  and  the  CoQ^'  ■" 
Europe,  from  whence  a  great  port  of  my  nmittioNi 
mn«t  lie  derived. 

"  If  the  American  embargo  in  general  veie  tikra 
off,  and  the  Orden  in  Couioil  to  ^  continned,  *w 
his  trade  in  that  can  revive? 

"  I  oertainly  ihonld  feel  no  iDduoenNat  lo  eipvt 
good!  to  America  while  tbe  orders  couliuiired. 

"  Why  not  ? 

"  I  ihonld  apprehend  that  hntilitiee  betvceo  ^ 
country  and  America  wonld  be  the  coosaqnence  <£ 
continuing  the  Ocden  in  Council 

"Would  the  Orders  in  Council  have  any  other 
effect  ae  to  discouraging  the  bmde  ? 

"  They  would  have  coueiderable  efiot  in  regiri  ^ 
our  remittaucea. 

"In  what  manner? 
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"  67  briDgiag  all  the  produm  of  Amsiics  to  this 
mmitrj,  they  miut  ooouJOD  nioh  k  vut  glut  in  tbe 
■uk<^  thtf  tlw  pradnoa  iroold  be  woitii  little  Or 

"In  what  degree  would  It  sffbct  ths  deklen  in 
dwBomunodjtirafaiinigbt  totliii  cooutt^,  u  to  theii 
ramittMicei  to  thii  eonntry  t 

"  Tbe  comeqnence  I  spprehnad  would  be,  that 
giMt  part*  of  the  bill*  miut  go  back  proteited  ;  be~ 
lUM  the  pindooe,  for  which  tbe  bill*  are  dtawn, 
mnld  leH  for  acarcvlj  the  valoe  of  tbe  freigbt  and 
Aarp*. 

"  Doei  the  witneu  oonoelve,  from  Ma  biowledge 
(f  tbe  Americaa  trade,  that  if  ihe  vhola  of  the  Amer- 
ieta  produce,  which  acoording  to  an  iverage  of^ean 
bad  bnn  carried  to  tbe  ContiDant  of  Europe,  aiid  b> 
Gml  Britain,  wai  noir  to  be  imported  ioto  Greot 
BrieAi  alone,  and  tbe  Order*  in  Coiucil  to  contiiine ; 
vbetbar  it  would  be  pouibia  to  export  from  Great 
Britain  to  the  continent,  JO  much  of  the  Americaa 
pradicr  ■*  eliotild  prerent  a  glut  of  the  American 
podiKe  rsmalning  in  the  iDariut  7 
"  I  (hinli  it  would  be  impoeaible. 
"fiaTa  jon  lately  written  to  yonr  cornepoudent* 
h  *°»»~—  reifiectug  ihipmenti  of  American  pro- 
doee  to  ihii  uuuutrj  t 
"IhavB. 

"  To  irtiat  e&bet  hare  7011  ao  written  ? 
"  I  han  written  that  in  caee  of  labmiiuon  to 
thCM  Order*  of  Council,  in  cue  mch  a  thing  Aould 
lake  place,  to  raipeod  a]]  operation*. 

"  Did  jon  give  thii  adrioe  to  yoiir  American  ocr- 
nqKHidenta,  upon  the  nppoiitian  that  America 
woold  aeqnieace  in  tbe  Orders  iu  Council? 

"  Certainlj  not,  I  itated  it  ae  a  thing  by  no  meani 
IfteJj;  but,  a*  tharQ  ia  notblng  impoBmble  In  this 
wotld,  that  if  it  were  ao,  not  to  more;  that  in  caie 
ll»ywereaoqni—aBd  In,  not  to  attempt  an jbuineii." 
Considering  (oontinned  Mr.  W.)  the«e  are  tlie 
Kottmenta  (delivered  under  the  sacred  obligo- 
tioo  of  an  oath)  of  tb&t  ver;  description  of  men 
who  the  gentkinan  believea  are  tlie  best  jadgee 
and  ought  to  be  trasted,  T  am  warranted  in 
■ayisg,  th^  prove  hia  podtion  wholly  nn- 
foDtided.  The  gentleman's  prefect  laat  jear 
wH  to  lay  tbe  embargo  on  oar  ships  and  vessel^ 
ud  to  dispose  of  our  prodnce,  tbe  effect  of 
which  woald  have  been  deetrnt^ion  to  onr  own 
veaels,  eonaUnt  encoQragement.  to  those  of 
Great  Britiun.  I  beg  bint  to  remember,  that 
if  two  or  three  fears  hence,  he  sbonld  not  stand 
■■  high  with  the  American  mercbante  as  he 
conklwiab,  it  nuij  be  fair] j- attribntod  to  this 
Meodly  protection  of  th«r  immediate  interests, 
whicb  he  would  have  extended  to  them. 

The  genUeman  was  equally  nnfortiinate  in 
a^ing,  tbe  deatnictioa  of  St.  Domingo  had 
allied  sDch  s  demand  for  sagar,  that  tbe  cnlti- 
vstion  of  cotton  in  tbe  British  West  India 
ttlinds  bad  been  abandoned;   be  is  not  well 


dtttroction  of  St.  „        , 

the  cultivation  of  sngar  and  coffee,  in  the  British 
Test  Indies,  it  certainlj  had  no  effect  in  any 
*!}  on  that  of  cotton,  the  qnantitj  of  that 
•rttcle  formerly  exported  from  thence  being  too 
mull  to  have  any  ioflnence  whatever.     Our 


cotton  will  never  be  supplanted  from  that  quar- 
ter. Conld  tbe  sugar  estates  be  converted  to 
cotton  plantations,  so  depressed  has  tieen  their 
situation,  that  conversion  wonld  have  been  long 
since  effected.  Nor,  sir,  is  it  true  that  the  cat- 
tivation  of  cotton  in  the  British  West  India 
islands  has  been  abandoned ;  on  tbe  contrary, 
it  has  been  regnUr  though  alow  in  its  increase, 
compared  with  that  of  coffee.  Crops  of  that 
kind  are  frequently  orecarious,  owing  to  a 
natural  enemy  of  the  plant  in  those  islands,  and 
therefore  tbe  onltivation  has  not  kept  pace  with 
the  demand. 

I  beard  the  gentleman  with  pain  and  morti- 
fication, I  repeat  it,  with  piun  and  mortlfioatton 
1  heard  him  declare  that  nations  like  Individnals 
^onld  pocket  their  honor  for  money.  Tbe  net 
is  base  in  an  individoal,  in  a  nation  infinite; 
worse.  The  gentleman  was  correoled  by  his 
colleague  (Mr.  Kbuon)  on  this  snl^ect.  Ho 
evidently,  to  my  apprehension,  eipresaed  an 
opinion,  that  money  was  to  be  preferred  to 
honor.  He  told  ns  that  honor  in  arbitrary  gov- 
ernments was  identified  with  tbe  monarch,  who 
went  to  war  for  bis  mistress ;  that  in  republics 
honor  consisted  in  the  opportnnitiee  afforded  to 
acquire  wealth,  and  by  way  of  illostration  said, 
we  pocketed  onr  honor  for  money  in  paying 
tribute  to  the  Barbary  Powers,  for  tbe  secnrity 
of  a  paltry  trade.  Does  the  gentleman  otean 
to  assimilate  a  tribute  exacted  by  Great  Britain 
with  that  paid  to  Algiers!  Or  does  he  mean 
to  be  understood  aa  advising  ns,  beoanae  we 

Eurohase  peace  with  barbarians,  involving  no 
oQorable  consideration,  to  tiarter  for  a  pecn- 
niary  reward,  with  Great  Britain,  oar  lights, 
onr  honor,  and  our  independence  t  DeteaUble 
as  this  inference  is,  it  reenlte  from  his  argn- 
menta.  Bepeal  tbe  embargo,  throw  open  your 
trade  to  Great  Britun ;  yon  con  pot  money  in 

fjur  pocket  by  it.  1  want  no  substitute.  Sir, 
my  tongne  was  in  tbe  tbander's  month,  then 
with  a  passion  wonld  I  shake 'the  world  and 
cry  out  treason!  This  abandonment  of  oar 
rights,  this  sacrifioe  of  onr  independence,  I  most 
solemnly  abjore.  Astonished  indeed  am  I,  that 
a  gentleman  so  eloquent,  so  well  qoolified  to 
nphold  tbe  honor  and  <Ugnity  of  his  country, 
should  so  abandon  them  1  Is  it  possible  eaoh 
doctrine  should  be  advocated  on  tbe  fioor  of 
Congress!  Has  It  come  to  this!  Was  it  for 
this  the  martyrs  of  the  Revolution  died!  Is 
this  great  continent  and  tbe  free  millions  who 
Inhabit  it,  again  to  become  appenilages  of  the 
British  Crown  t  Shall  it  again  be  beld  in  its 
orbit  by  the  attractive,  the  corruptive  influence 
of  tbe  petty  island  of  Great  Britain  t  No. 
Booner  may  you  expect  the  sun  with  all  the 
planetary  system  will  rush  from  their  shining 
spheres,  to  gravitate  round  a  pebble.  Remem- 
ber, sir,  it  b  no  longer  a  contest  singly  about 
the  carrying  trade,  or  the  impressment  of  sea- 
men, or  tbe  insnit  to  tbe  natJonol  flag,  but  all 
united  with  the  rights  and  attributes  of  sov- 
ereignty, even  to  the  violation  of  the  good  old 
Unit«d  Statca.    Yon  stwid  on  the  verge  of 
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deBtraolioQ,  one  step,  one  movement  backw&rda 
irill  namp  joai  duiractor  willi  Indelible  dis- 
grace.  Tod  mnat  now  determine  whether  joa 
will  maintwn  the  high  ebiUoD  among  nations, 
to  which  the  virtues,  the  spirit  of  the  peopit 
have  elevated  jon,  or  nnk  into  tribatarj  vas' 
.aalage  and  oolonisatioo.  By  all  your  rights, 
jonr  duties,  your  awful  reaponaibility,  I  charge 
yon  "  ehoOM  ye  this  day  whom  ye  will  serve ; 
bnt  as  for  me  and  my  hoose,  we  will  serve  the 
I^rd." 
Hr.  OuLFKFXB  spt^  in  opposition  to  the  re- 
Mr.  Cook  moved  to  adjonm.  Mr.  J,  O.  Jacx- 
■oacalledfbrtheyeaBandiiBjs  on  the  motion; 
bat  a  soffioient  nninber  did  not  rise  to  Justify 
the  taking  them.  Uotiou  to  adjourn  negatived. 
Mr.  Cook  renewed  the  motion,  observing  that 
he  bad  Mme  remarks  to* make,  which  might 
oocnpy  the  House  some  time.— Carried,  S4  to 
SO,  and  the  Hoose  B^oamed. 

Satusdat,  December  10, 

Mr.  liKwu,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  C(diunbia,  preaanted  a  bill  sapplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Aot  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Turnpike  Company  in  the  ooan^  of 
AJezaodria,  in  the  Distriet  of  Colomhia ;"  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Oommitt«B 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  neiL 

The  bill  sent  from  the  SenattL  entitled  "  An 
act  f^uther  to  amend  the  Jndicial  system  of  the 
Uidted  States,"  was  read  twice,  and  oommitted 
to  Mr.  Mabioit,  Mr.  Hollanu,  and  Mr.  Euxt, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Hoose. 

Mr.  Nelson,  friun  the  oommittee  appointed 
the  eleventh  ultimo,  on  so  mnch  of  the  Meesage 
fhim  tlie  PrewdeoC  of  the  United  States  as 
relates  to  the  Military  and  Naval  Establish- 
ments, presented  a  bill  anthorizing  the  appoint- 
ment and  employment  of  an  adtUtion&i  number 
of  navy  ofScers,  senmeo  and  mariaes  ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  oommitted  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Mtmday  next. 

Ibreign  Eelatumt. 

The  House  again  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  first  reaolntion  of  ths  report  mode 
by  tbe  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations. 

Vs.  Cook  addressed  the  Hoose  at  considerable 
length. 

Mr.  R.  Jaoeboit  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  not  hav- 
ing been  in  tbe  haUt  of  public  apeaking,  it  is 
with  great  diffidence  I  rise,  to  m«Ke  any  obser- 
vations on  the  raaolntions  now  mider  considera- 
tioD,  after  so  much  has  been  add  npon  the 
subject  Bnt,  sir,  knowing  tbe  deep  stake  that 
tbe  portion  of  citiaens  vrhich  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  and  the  United  States  at  large, 
have  in  the  present  embarrsased  state  of  oor 
poUtical  affi^  was  I  to  remun  silent,  sir,  I 
sboold  feel  aa  if  I  was  guilty  of  treachery  to 
their  interests.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  foUow 
Esnttemen  fa  their  argoments  who  have  gone 
before  me  in  the  debate,  bat  confine  mjseu  to 


maUng  sach  observations  on  the  reaolutioiu  mi 
the  state  of  oor  political  afGuTB,  as  app«v  to 
me  to  be  necessoiy  and  proper.  B;  ma  &nt 
resolution  we  are  called  upon  to  declare  "tliat 
the  Dftited  States  cannot,  withoot  a  mcrSev 
of  their  rights,  honor  and  independence,  robmit 
to  the  late  edicts  of  Great  Britain  and  France." 
Why  we  are  called  npon  to  make  this  declars- 
tion,  I  cannot  conceive.  I  do  not  see  the  me 
of  it,  oulesa  it  is  considered  by  the  committea 
as  a  kind  of  test  act,  which  tbey  think  cngU 
to  be  administered  to  every  member  of  ths 
Hoose  to  ascertain  whether  they  are  of  wiind 
principles  or  not.  I  do  not  like  such  abstract 
propositions ;  I  think  them  useless,  as  noUuug 
can  come  from  them  in  a  legislative  war ;  no 
bill  can  be  formed  from  it ;  however,  I  da  oat 
see  anything  at  present  to  prevent  me  from 
voting  for  it.  By  the  second  resolution  we  an 
called  npon  to  declare  "  that  it  is  eipedittt  to 
prohibit,  by  law,  the  admission  inte  the  parti 
and  harbors  of  the  United  States  of  all  public 
or  private  armed  or  unarmed  ships  or  vBseli 
belonging  to  Great  Britain  or  France,  or  to  any 
other  of  the  belligerents  having  in  force  crden 
or  decrees  violating  the  lawfol  commerce  and 
neutral  ri^ta  of  tbe  United  Stetes;  and  ak> 
the  importation  of  any  goods,  warea,  or  mer- 
chandise, the  growth,  produce,  or  manufactcn 
of  the  dominions  of  any  of  the  said  powert,  or 
imported  from  any  place  in  the  poasesaira  i^ 
either." 

Here,  Or,  I  daU  take  the  liberty  to  divent 
from  the  committee,  for  I  do  not  tlunk  it  to  be 
expedient  to  Join  them  in  ench  a  reschitioii  u 
this.  For  I  would  ask,  what  are  we  to  proaiss 
to  ourselves  fhim  such  a  system  as  this-,  whit 
will  he  the  probable  efiects  of  it?  Will  it 
compel  the  great  belligerent  Powers  to  do  is 
Justice  for  post  iqjnries  and  secure  na  for  the 
future?  If  I  thought  it  would,  I  would  most 
cheerfnlly  vote  for  it.  But,  sir,  I  have  no  rea- 
son to  sappoee  it  will,  for  we  have  now  had 
considerable  experimental  knowledge  of  tlia 
effects  of  tbe  embargo  system,  both  u  it 
respects  ourselvee  and  forogn  powers,  and  we 
have  found  from  experience,  that,  as  a  coerdte 
measure,  it  has  had  no  effect.  It  has  not  oom- 
pelled  France  or  England  to  do  na  Justice,  or  to 
rescind  their  nnlawful  edicts  and  decrees,  itssed 
against  neutral  commerce.  And  those  ualiou 
having  now  experienced  the  effects  of  tbe  em- 
bargo fur  nearly  one  year,  whatever  alann  it 
might  have  given  them,  when  first  Iwd  on,  that 
al^m  has  lieased.  And  we  have  it  from  hi^ 
authority,  that  France  carea  noUung  abont  i^ 
and  that  in  England,  owing  to  Uie  great  event* 
now  passing  in  Furope.  it  is  fbrgotteo.  And 
shall  we  still,  with  all  this  infofmation  and 
e^rience,  adhere  to  this  systOTD,  and  still 
think  we  can  legislate  France  and  En^md 
into  a  committance  to  do  us  justice,  and  brinf 
them  to  the  bar  of  justice  in  this  way)  Far  be 
it  from  me  to  censnre  any  one  for  the  part 
they  have  taken  in  endeavoring  to  maintain 
the  rights  of  oor  ooimtry,  and  giving  secuiit}' 
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to  tbe  interest  of  our  citizeoa.  Bat,  air,  I  think, 
ID  tbe  baaJMM  of  lezislation,  that  the  tame  line 
ofeoodiict  oaghtto  DopoTBaed,  that  we  would 
porsne  in  tbe  conunoa  and  ordioarr  proceed- 
ings of  life ;  for  ahonld  any  of  qb  nudertftke  to 
do  any  tbing,  anppoae  it  be  to  get  a  vessel  afloat 
that  bad  been  straoded,  and  the  meaoB  em- 
pJoved  were  totally  inadeqnate  to  its  aooom- 
jJisbment,  should  we  not  abandon  thoae  means 
and  try  aome  other  ?  We  have  tried  tbe  em - 
baifo,  and  fonnd  it  altogether  ineffeotnsl,  and 
-we  bare  no  reason  to  sappose,  that  by  a  further 
MQiinaanoe  of  it,  it  will  answer  any  of  the 
purposes  for  which  it  waa  intended. 

I  win  now  take  some  view,  as  it  appears  to 
ne,  of  what,  bos  been,  and  will  be  tbe  effect  of 
tbe  embargo,  if  continued,  as  it  respecta  onr- 
tdvei.  The  harden  of  it  baa  already  been  very 
peat,  on  a  lar^  proportion  of  onr  dtizeng.  It 
has  been  giievoaa,  and  very  sore.  For  how 
otbenrise  can  it  be^  when  we  coosider  that  all 
Ibe  navigation  boEuess,  from  one  end  to  tbe 
other  of  these  United  States,  is  totally  stopped, 
eioqitingasmkllreninant  of  oar  coasting  trade, 
lad  that  remnant  under  very  great  embarran- 
menta;  and  all  that  nnmeroos  class  of  our  citi- 
i«ns,  dependent  on  commerce,  deprived  of  their 
Bjoal  means  of  g^ning  a  livelihood,  and  in 
eoDseqaence  thereof  thonsanda  of  them  have 
been  obliged  to  live  on  their  former  earnings, 
and  ronsnme  that  little  property  they  bad 
tmuored  up  for  their  fntnre  support  t  And  if 
tbe  embank  is  continned,  tbe  inevitable  conse- 
qoaice  most  be,  bankruptcy  to  many  of  oar 
merchants,  and  abeolote  distress,  misery,  and 
Vint,  to  a  large  proportion  of  onr  citizens  who 
Eve  in  the  seaport  towns,  and  great  embarrass- 
meats  to  all  classes  of  citizens  tbroaghont  onr 
eovntry.  And  if  this  system  is  continned,  we' 
tDtist  itKor  tbe  hazard  of  having  civil  commo- 
tioiiB  in  OUT  coantry,  for  ezperienoe  baa  proved, 
that  when  great  distress  prevails  among  the 
pei^ile,  and  that  distreee  arises  ,from  political 
nMasnrea,  which  tbe  people  are  divided  in  sen- 
timeot  npon,  the  hazard  la  very  great  that  civil 
ecmmotiiHis  will  take  place.  Borne  gentlemen 
bave  andertaken  to  show  how  mnch  we  have 
•heady  lost  by  tbe  embargo.  Bat  I  shall  not 
p  into  any  calcal&tion  of  this  sort,  for  I  em 
^watinced  that  it  defies  calcnlation ;  it  is  im- 
'poinble  to  follow  it  into  all  its  turnings  and 
vindin^  It  is  oiough  for  me  to  know  that 
tbe  loss  is  immense,  atm  that  we  have  received 
nch  a  shock  by  it,  that  it  will  require  a  long 
time  to  ccaae,  to  recover  from  it  Gentlemen 
kave  also  endeavcved  to  ptnnt  out  such  parts 
of  the  Union  as  they  think  are  suffering  the 
vast  hy  the  embargo.  There  ia  no  doubt  but 
thrt  it  does  bear  harder  npoQ  some  portions 
duo  on  others,  and  that  it  is  tmeqnal  in  its 
Mention.  Bn^  sir,  my  idea  Is,  that  it  bears 
the  hardest  upon  that  part  of  onr  citizens  where 
tbey  are  tho  most  dependent  on  commerce  for 
AorBvina;  and  this  being  the  ease,  in  nearly 
ssgreat  ad^ree,  perhaps,  with  the  citizens  of 
Hbode  iBlaod  as  m  any  part  of  the  Fnion,  it 


follows  that  my  constitneota  are   suffering  aa 
much  aa  any  portion  of  tlie  United  States. 

But,  sir,  its  pressure  ia  upon  the  whole  eoun- 
tiy,  and  it  carries  misery  uiroughont  oor  land; 
and  if  continued,  the  distress  oocBsioned  by  it 
must  still  be  much  greater  than  it  has  been,  and 
will  become  intolerable  in  some  parts  of  the 
Union,  and  tbe  consequences  may  be  dreadful 
to  tbe  nation.  And  as  to  its  e^ota  on  France 
or  England,  for  myself,  I  am  of  opinion,  that 
tbe  Emperor  of  France  and  King  of  Italy  is 
well  pleased  with  it,  for,  as  itisobeerved  byUr. 
Gannmg,  "  it  certainly  comes  In  aid "  of  his 
grand  oesign  of  destroying  the  commerce  of 
tbe  English,  and  trying  to  give  that  nation  the 
consumption  of  the  purse ;  and,  nutil  he  ia  sat- 
isfied witli  that  Bpecolation,  he  will  wish  ns  to 
keep  on  the  embargo.  And  since  Spain  and 
Portugal  have  reftiaed  any  longer  to  oe  nnder 
the  control  of  Bonaparte,  and  have  bid  him  and 
all  his  hosts  defiance,  and  have  connected  tbera- 
selves  with  the  English,  I  believe  tbe  English 
care  nothing  about  the  embargo,  hnt  would 
give  us  their  free  leave  to  keep  it  on  forever; 
for,  sir,  it  gives  the  greatest  activity  to  their 
colonies  of  Canada  and  Kova  Bcotia,  and  must 
be  the  means  of  increasing  their  settlements 
with  astonishing  rapidity.  Experience  has  al- 
ready proved  to  tbem,  that  their  colonies  in  the 
West  Indies  can  be  muntained  without  us,  and 
Spain  and  Portugal  and  their  colonies  having 
become  open  to  them,  to  vend  their  manufiw- 
tures,  and  with  what  can  be  amugfiJad  into  tbe 
continent  and  into  our  country,  intpite  of  all 
the  laws  that  mo  be  made  agaiiiat  i^  will  tar- 
aish  them  market  Miough;  and  our  navigation 
being  all  laid  up,  and  out  of  the  way,  their  ships 
will  obtain  great  freights  from  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal to  the  colonies,  and  from  the  colonies  back 
to  the  mother  country ;  and  in  oonaeqnence  of 
our  retiring  into  a  state  of  disnified  retirement, 
as  it  has  been  called,  they  wiB  have  nearly  the 
whole  trade  of  the  world  in  their  own  hands. 
And  it  appears  to  me,  Bir,in  every  point  of  view 
that  I  oan  place  tbe  subject,  if  we  oontinue  the 
embai^o,  it  will  operate  to  dietresa  ourselree  a 
hundred  times  more  than  it  wUl  anybody  dse. 
I  will  now,  as  I  have  heard  the  call  so  frequently 
made,  that,  if  you  do  not  like  thia  s^tem,  point 
out  a  better,  and  if  it  appears  ao,  we  viO  adopt 
it — I  will,  therefore,  point  out  what  appears  to 
me  a  better  line  of  conduct  for  the  United 
States  to  pursue,  and  if  I  am  so  nnfortanate  as 
not  to  find  a  man  in  this  House  of  my  opinion, 
I  cannot  help  it,  for  I  feel  myself  constrained, 
from  a  senae  of  duty  to  my  suffering  oonstitn- 
ents,  to  inform  this  House  and  the  nation,  that 
I  wash  my  hands  of  it,  and  protest  against  It 
I  therefore,  tar,  with  great  deference  to  auperior 
abilities,  propose  that  the  law  imposing  an  em- 
bargo on  in  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  and  all  the  laws  Bapplementory  thereto, 
be  immediately  repealed,  and  that  we  authorize 
our  merohauts  to  arm  thdr  v^sds,  under  proper 
r^^aUticms,  in  defence  of  our  legitimate  and 
law^l  oommeroe;  that  the  Government  from 
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time  to  time  afford  tbe  coismerce  of  the  oountr; 
flaoh  protection  as  may  be  foond  necessBry  aod 
pradeat.  If  this  was  doD<f,  I  have  no  doabt 
Etnt  that  tbe  citizens  of  the  United  States  would 
soon  be  relieved  Arom  tb^r  present  embarrasB- 
ments  and  distress.  This,  air,  would  produce  a 
drcolatioa  in  the  body  politic,  our  planters  and 
farmera  would  immediBtelT  find  a  sale  for  their 
snrploa  prodnce,  onr  merchants  wonld  find  cm- 
ploy  fortbeir  vessels,  and  all  that  numerous  class 
of  citizens  who  hare  heretofore  been  engaged  in 
tbe  aotive  and  busy  scenes  of  commerca,  would 
again  find  employ  in  ooT  seaports.  In  lieu  of 
behtdding  dismantled  sbipa  covered  with  boards 
and  mata,  we  should  see  in  them  spars  and  rig- 
ging eiatt,  and  tbe  ports  whitened  with  their 
sails,  and  again  hear  the  cheering  sound  of  in- 
dustry. Botithasbeensaid  that  if  the  embargo 
was  removed  and  onr  merchants  ahould  send 
their  vessels  to  sea,  moet  of  tbe  property  wonld 
be  taken  by  one  or  other  ot  the  great  belligerent 
powers,  and  thus  be  lost  to  our  country ;  and 
ttiat  we  have  bo  little  trade  leA;  that  it  is  not 
wordi  OOT  notice.  Bnt  let  ns  eismine  this,  and 
see  if  it  be  so.  Conid  we  not,  sir,  in  the  present 
rtate  of  tbe  world,  trade  to  England,  ScMtlanil, 
and  Ireland,  to  Sweden,  Spain,  and  Portagal,  to 
some  of  the  islands  in  the  Mediterranean,  and 
some  of  the  Tnrkish  ports  on  that  sea ;  to  nearly 
all  the  ports  in  tbe  East  and  West  Indies,  to 
both  sides  of  the  oontloent  of  South  America, 
and  some  other  placesi,  and  have  the  obstruction 
occasioned  by  the  embargo  laws  removed  from 
onr  own  dbaat !  Is  all  this  trade  of  no  impor- 
tance to  trading  people  f  Gentiemen  have  gone 
into  statements  to  show,  from  our  former  trade, 
how  much  of  OUT  domeetia  produce  oould  be 
exported  to  the  different  parts  of  the  world, 
nnder  tbe  present  embarrassments,  occasioned 
by  tbe  great  belligerent  powers ;  but  for  myself 
I  pnt  no  confidence  in  such  statements.  I  uon- 
eider  trade  may  in  some  measure  be  ooropsred 
to  water;  if  the  channel  it  has  beenosed  to  mn 
in  becomes  obetmcted,  it  will  find  new  channels 
to  vent  itself  in.  For  instance,  sir,  suppose  we 
should  adopt  tbe  resolution  offered  by  tbe  gentle- 
man from  New  York  (Mr.  MimrosD).  He  men- 
tioned that  we  could  trade  to  the  little  Swedish 
iaUnd  of  Bt.  Bartholomews,  in  the  West  Indies. 
Now  suppoee  we  should  look  over  our  formpr 
exports  to  this  island  in  any  one  year,  wl^ 
should  we  find  tbe  amonnt  to  be  1  I  do  not 
know,  sir,  perhaps  one  hundred  tbonsand  dol- 
lars, bnt  double,  triple  it  if  70a  please,  and  what 
comparison  would  it  bear  with  the  amount  that 
wonld  be  shipped  there  under  his  system! 
Would  it  not  immediately  beoome  a  distributing 
.point  for  the  whole  of  the  West  India  Islands, 
and  the  amonnt  inoressed  to  an  asCooishing 
degree,'  when  compared  with  what  used  to  be 
exported  there !  And  so  it  would  be  in  other 
puts  of  the  world.  The  articles  wilt  go  where 
they  are  wanted,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree ; 
and  if  they  cannot  be  carried  directly,  they  will 
find  their  way  in  an  indirect  manner.  And  as 
''to  tbe  danger  of  the  property  being  captured 
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sod  oonfiscated,  I  think  onr  merchanis  aod  un- 
derwriters are  the  most  competent  to  jadge  of 
that.  They  do  not  wish  the  Goveranieiit  lo 
become  Buardians  for  them  in  this  respect.  AH 
they  wist)  for  Government  to  do  is  to  let  tlim 
manage  their  own  afCiurs  in  their  own  wij ; 
and  the  Government  to  afford  the  commerce  of 
the  country  as  much  protection  as  shall  be  fot 
the  real  interest  of  the  whole  nation.  Hsve  we 
not  seen,  in  the  sommer  past,  with  what  m^  . 
nese  the  merohantsin  the  United  States  aviuled 
themselves  of  the  special  permisdon  granted  to 
fit  their  vessels  in  baDast,  and  go  abroad  lo  cd- 
lect  debts !  And  was  not  eveir  old  and  ohso- 
lete  cl^m  hunted  np  that  existed  in  the  ooiiiitr;^ 
to  make  out  lbs  amount  necessary  to  stu 
tbemselvee  of  this  permission}  Is  not  thit 
proof  that  the  merchants  did  not  oonndertlu 
risk  very  great?  And  were  not  several  hundred 
aail  of  vessels  fitted  ont  nnder  this  penni^oe; 
and  have  they  not  nearly  all  retomed  back  to 
the  United  States  in  safe^?  Many  of  these 
vessels  were  insured  to  the  West  Indies,  out  ind 
home,  at  preminms  of  abont  eight  and  nine  per 
cent.,  and  this  in  the  midst  of  tbe  honiciUU 
season.  This  proves  that  tbe  nnderwriters  £d 
not  estimate  tbe  political  risk  at  more  than  t«o 
or  three  per  cenL,  for  tbe  natoral  perils  in  &a» 
of  profoond  peace  would  be  oon^dered  equal  to 
six  per  cent.  And  the  calcnlation  of  the  DIlde^ 
writers  has  proved  correct,  fbr  they  have  node 
money  by  the  bosincea.  And  was  oar  eQilMiso 
removed,  I  am  of  opinioa  tbat  the  premiaiB' 
of  insurance  wonld  not  be  more  than  di  cr 
seven  per  oent.to  any  port  in  Great  Britam,  and 
about  the  same  to  Spain  and  Forti^sL  Tbi^if 
correct,  proves  that  the  politioal  risk  is  not  ooa- 
sidered  to  be  very  great  by  those  who  are  the 
best  jndges  of  it  But,  air,  it  appears  to  ii» 
there  are  many  gentlemen  in  this  Honse  wbo 
think  it  will  not  do  to  trade,  nntil  all  politic*] 
risk  is  removed  out  of  tbe  way.  If  we  rut 
for  this,  wo  shall  never  trade  any  mora,  for  the 
natural  perils 'of  traversing  the  ocean  slwiyi 
exist,  and  always  remtun  nearly  the  same,  allov- 
ins  for  tbe  variation  of  the  seasons.  And  the 
political  perils  always  exist,  bnt  they  vary  acKwd- 
ing  to  tlie  state  cd'  political  afilurs  among  tbe 
nations  of  tbe  world.  But,  sir,  I  have  repeat- 
edly heard  it  stud,  and  the  some  thing  is  ei- 
pressod  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  that  onr 
situation  is  such,  that  we  have  no  other  sltflt^ 
native  than  a  war  with  both  Great  Britain  and 
France,  submis^on,  or  a  total  suspension  of  oat 


The  committee  have,  sir,  after  a  long  state- 
ment, brought  our  affairs  up  to  this  point,  and  I 
do  not  like  any  of  the  alternativee  ont  of  wbidi 
the^  say  we  most  make  a  choice,  for  I  do  not 
believe  that  we  ore  reduced  to  thb  dilemioi; 
and  I  will  not  s^ee  to  go  to  war  with  both 
England  and  France,  nor  will  I  agree  to  submit 
or  to  totally  anspead  onr  commerce.  But  I  w^ 
agree  to  give  our  merchants  liberty  to  arm  their 
vessels,  under  proper  regulations,  in  defence  <tf 
OUT  le^timate  commerce,  and  leave  it  to  them 
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reveDue  bonds,  in  c«rt«ii  cases,  and  for  other 
purposes ; '  "  also,  a  bill,  enttUed  "  An  act  to 
cbaage  the  post  nmt«  trom  Annapolis  to  Rook- 
hall,  by  Baltimore  to  Bockball  [  "  to  nhicb  they 
deeire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

limign  JieJationt. 
The  following   ia  Mr.  Gakdihixb'b  speech 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  had  intended  to  defer  the  de- 
livery of  my  sentiments  npoD  the  second  reeola- 
tion,  until  that  reeolation  shonld  cotne  before 
the  House.    Bat  the  coarse  whiah  the  debate 


That  the  first  reeolntion  is  a 
one,  becanse  no  clear,  definite,  practical  reenlte 
can  Sow  from  it,  appears  to  me  self-eTident. 
Are  the  people  of  this  conntry  snspected  of  an 
intention  to  abandon  their  rights  or  their  inde> 
pendence  I  Indeed,  sir,  they  are  not.  Why 
then  is  it,  that  we  are  called  upon  to  make  a 
new  declaration  of  indepeodencet  Or  was  the 
Administration  conducted  in  snch  a  manner  as 
to  nuike  the  finnn«ea  and  patriotism  of  the  na- 
tion itself  doubted  abroad!  Even  I,  sir,  who 
am  not  anspected  of  a  blind  confidence  in  our 
mlers,  will  not  advance  snch  aohsige. 

The  tme  question  is  not,  Is  the  matter  ex- 
pressed in  thisabetract  propositioD tract  But, 
Is  it  necessary  that  a  resolution  containing  it 
should  be  pysed  by  this  Honse  t  I  agree  with 
the  gentleman  irom  Tennessee  (Ur.  Caufsell) 
that  it  would  be  no  less  ridicQlons  to  pass  this 
resolution  than  to  pass  one  that  tlfesnn  shinea. 
Allowing  both  to  be  trne,  both  are  equally  un- 
necessary to  be  embodied  in  a  resolution  of  this 
House,  Begin  this  system  of  abstract  legislation, 
and  where  are  you  to  stop  7  Sir,  it  partakes 
too  much  of  the  character  of  distnrt>ed,  revolu- 
tionary times.      To  such  a  blasphemous  height 

>s  this  notion  of  voting  abstract  propositions, 

declarations,  or  truisms  (coll  them  what  yoo 
will)  carried  at  one  time  in  France,  that  their 
Convention  very  gravely  decawd  "  that  there 
was  a  God  1  "  This  was  a  self-evident  truth ; 
and  being  so  oould  not  become  more  so  by_  bang 
decreed.  And  if  the  edicts  of  Great  Britain  and 
France  go  to  the  deetmction  of  our  "  ri^ts, 
honor  and  independence,"  our  voting  that  sncb 
'    their  operation,  makes  it  neither  more  nor 

But,  it  is  said,  aselect  committee  have  placed 
the  resolution  before  us,  and  we  are  bound  to 

to  whether  the  assertions  it  oontains  are  tme 

&Ise.  Why,  air,  if  I  should  offer  a  reeolntion 
that  at  this  moment  the  sun  shines,  and  some 
one  should  secoitd  me,  would  it  be  contended 
tbat  this  Bouse  onght  gravely  to  proceed  to  tlie 
question!  and  if  any  member  should  say,  "I 
vote  against  this  resolution  becauseif  is  too  true 
to  be  made  more  so ;  and  becanse,  therefore,  I 
think  it  unnecessary  to  be  passed,"  that  he,  sir, 
should  be  confiidered  blind  t 

Again,  gentlemen,  some  too  with  whom  I  am 
in  the  habit  of  acting,  say,  at  the  worst,  the  res- 


to  Kod  their  vessels  for  trade  where  they  plena 
and  if  any  of  them  are  so  unwise  as  to  tn 
Ih^  property  to  France,  or  to  any  ports 
Europe  where  the  French  coutroJ,  let  them 
^t  their  way  there  if  they  choose.     I  see  no 
otber  course,  sir,  that  we  can  pursue,  that  will 
ben  much  for  the  interest  and  honor  of  our 
cwntiy,  as  the  one  pointed  out    The  American 
people  are  a  cool,  calculating  people,  and  know 
whit  is  beet  for  their  interest,  as  well  if  not 
betlfT  than  any  nation  upon  earth,  and  I  have 
no  idei  that  thej  will  support  the  Government 
in  a  nunous  war  with  England,  under  the  pree- 
cDt  fTjuHng  drcomsttiDcea,  nor  in  measnres  de- 
pinng  than  of  all  trade  and  eommerca 

Ur.  U iTMFOBD  then  offered  a  few  observations 
In  Hswer  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  GnoLSOX  of 
Tirginia.  During  the  discossion,  six  ditferent 
motiaiis  were  made  for  an  odioamment;  the 
IM  of  which,  offered  by  Mr.  Gabdebibb,  was 
onied— yeas  SB,  nays  48. 

TiTESDAT,  December  IS. 

Ob  motion  of  Hr.  Tboxas, 

SitBktd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
iDfiiire  into  the  expediency  of  dividing  the  In- 
diua  Territory ;  and  thattbey  have  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordtred,  That  Mr.  Tbohas,  Mr.  Exsah,  Mr. 
Biaanr,  Mr.  Taooakt,  and  Mr.  Smiub,  be  ap- 

lintad  a  committee  pnrsoant  to  the  said  reso- 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  the  resolutions  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Indiana 
Taritory,  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table  on  the  fourteenth  ultimo,  were  re- 
(cntd  to  the  select  committee  last  appointed. 

Ur.  Uakios,  from'  the  committee  to  whom 
wuieferred,  on  the  t«ntb  instant,  the  bill  sent 
frooi  the  Senato,  entitled  "An  act  further  to 
tnmd  ihe  Judicial  System  of  the  United  States," 
npwted  the  bill  to  Uie  House  without  amend- 
mM:  Whereupon  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Cootmittee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  bin  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An 
■ct  fur  the  relief  of  Andrew  Joeeph  Villard," 
vai  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Albxakdkb, 

,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 

whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  farther 
lirarision  oo^t  to  be  made  by  law,  prescribing 
the  maaner  in  which  the  public  acts,  records, 
ndjodidal  proceeding  of  one  State,  shall  be 
proved  and  given  in  evidence  in  another  State, 
md  the  effect  thereof^  and  that  they  have  leave 
(0  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Oritrei^  That  Mr.  AtxxAjmxB,  Mr:  David 
E.  WiLUAJO,  Mr.  John  G.  Jacbsoit,  Mr.  Kbt, 
nd  Mr.  QnutoT,  be  appointed  a  committee, 
ponoant  to  the  said  resolution. 

A  nil  mm r  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
Houe  that  the  Senate  bare  passed  a  bOI,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  supplemental  to  an  act  entitled 
'An  act  for  extending  the  terms  of  credit  on 
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olntion  is  h«rmle«i — it  ties  jou  down  to  no  Bp«- 
cific  coarse,  and  therefwe  joa  mav  as  well  vote 
for  it ;  that  to  vote  agunst  it,  will  afford  a  ban' 
die  agiUDst  onr  popnlaritj — that  the  resolndoD 
itMlf  is  ea  artfol  one — a  trap  set  to  catch  ilie 
Federaliets,  as  it  will  bold  them  up  to  suspioion, 
if  thej  vote  agaiiut  it — for  the  vote  will  apptaj; 
apon  the  Journals,  when  the  argQmeQt  is  not  to 
be  foond  there.  Well,  sir,  if  it  be  in  truth  a 
traip  to  catch  poor  Federalism  in,  I,  ftr  one,  nr, 
am  wHluig  to  De  caaght.  I  neTer  deceived  the 
people  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  represent, 
wtber  by  giving  a  vote  to  the  propriety  of 
which  mjjadgment  was  opposed,  orbyprofett- 
ing  opinions  which  I  did  not  entertain;  and, 
sir,  I  trust  in  God  I  never  ahall.  The  applaose 
of  mj  conatitaenta  is  dear  to  me.  Bat  I  wonld 
rather  strive  to  deserve  it — than,  notdeeerving 
iL  to  recwve  it.  Yes,  or,  my  courae  shall  be 
alwi^s  a  pl^n  one — a  sira^tfurward  coarse. 
I  have  not  ncqnired  the  confidence  of  mv  oon- 
Btitoents  by  increatdng  their  deliuions.  T  have 
slwa^  labored  to  di^rse  them.  At  my  first 
election  to  this  Hoose,  a  decided  m^'ority  of 
them  were  opposed  to  my  polIUca.  The  thought 
has  ofl«n  diBtrieesed  me.  But  the  caase  of  that 
distress  exists  no  longer.  And,  therefore,  sr,  I 
will  go  on  discharging  my  duty  with  the  most 
Bcrapolons  obedience  to  mj  judgment,  and 
where  the  weight  of  a  bur  ought  to  torn  the 
scale,  it  shall  turn  it. 

But  if  I  had  no  other  obJeoUoK  agvnst  this 
abstract  "harmlees"  resolntion,  there  is  one 
which  wonld  be  deoiuve ;  I  would  reject  it  on 
accoQUt  of  "  the  company  it  fceeoE."  The  com- 
mittee, for  reasons  which  I  shall  not  stop  to 
disdose,  have  thooght  it  Important  to  intn>dnc« 
this,  by  way  of  propping  the  second  one.  That 
second  one,  sir,  the  midoubted  olject  and  inev- 
itable tendency  of  which  my  whole  soul  recoils 
from,  which  I  abhor  and  deprecate,  as  fatal  to 
the  prosperity  and  h^pineas  of  my  ooontry — 
as  uie  Krave  of  its  honor — and  I  fear  I  do  not 
go  loo  &i  when  I  add,  of  its  independonoe  I 
that  resolotioQ  is  not  alone  snbmisnon  to  France; 
but,  under  the  pretence  of  redsting  her  infi'ao- 
tions  of  the  laws  of  nations,  her  violations  of 
the  sacred  rights  of  hoepitality,  her  laughing  to 
Bcom  the  obligation  of  treaties — it  makea  ns 
submit  tQ  all — to  enconrage  a  perMveranee  in 
aU.  Nay,  rar,  it  throws  the  wnole  weight  of 
our  power  into  her  scale,  and  we  become  not 
only  the  passive,  but,  to  the  whole  extent  of  our 
means,  the  active  instrnments  of  that  policy 
which  we  effect  to  abhor.  This,  sir,  unhappily, 
ta  capable  of  the  moat  clear  demonstration ;  and, 
in  the  nroperp]aoeitshaUiq>pearBO.  tenlernow 
'  upon  the  discnstioa  of  the  second  resolatioa 
And  although  I  am  aware  how  little  professions 
of  sincerity  and  embarrassment  are  generally  re- 
garded, and,  indeed,  bow  little  they  ought  to 
be  regarded,  yet  I  cannot  approach  this  awful 
Enbject  witbont  declaring  that  I  feel  as  if  I  was 
about  to  enter  the  sanctuary  of  onr  country's 
tndependenoe ;  and  I  tremble  with  tbe  same 
fearfol  Uistmst  of  my  powers,  the  same  distress- 


ing perplexity  which  wonld  ei 
h^  entered  the  labyrinth  in  which  was  cotwesl- 
ed  the  secret  of  that  country's  honor,  prosperity 
and  glory.  I  do  feel,  sir,  tliat  we  sbould  enl^ 
upon  the  discoesion  of  this  question  divested  of 
all  the  prejudieea  and  pasrioo  of  party — no  len 
than  all  foreign  predilections  and  sniiBostties— 
with  clean  hearts,  sir;  yet,  bearts  sstml  times 
purified,  to  prepare  them  toe  Uie  dtaelungB  <rf 
the  aaai«d,  the  bdy  duties  of  this  awfnl  oriss. 
He  wbo  can  OMDO  to  tAla  debate  with  other  mo- 
tives than  to  save  bis  ooDntr;,  placed  sa  itia  on 
Qie  brink  of  a  dreadfol  predptoe,  deeerves  to  b» 
heard  nowhere  bat  in  tbeoellsof  thelnqiia- 
tion.  Tbe  sound  of  bis  voice  ehonld  IMV«  b« 
snffered  to  pollute  the  Ball  of  the  Be;msMit»> 
tives  of  the  American  people.  But  he  who, 
thinking  that  he  has  traced  liie  oansee  and  th« 
progress  of  onr  misfortanee,  and  that  he  may, 
perhaps,  point  the  nation  to  a  path  whiiA  maj 
lead  It  back  to  the  prosperooa  pcation  it  hti 
been  mode  to  abandon,  wonld  be  a  trartor  to 
the  State,  if  any  oonaidenitioiis  could  keep  him 
silent. 

In  my  view,  sir,  we  have  gone  aa  ao  long  in 
error — oar  afiaira  have  been  suffered  to  run  (m, 
year  after  year,  into  so  mnch  ccmftiBion,  that  it 
IS  not  easy  to  say  what  should  tie  done.  But  if 
it  is  magnanimous  to  retract  error,  certainly  it 
is  cmly  the  performance  of  a  aacred  duty,  wtiidi 
their  servants  owe  the  people,  to  abuid<»i  i 
system  which  has  produced  (mly  disappoiiit- 
ment  and  disastera  hitherto,  and  promises  only 
ruin  and  disgrace  in  future. 

Tbe  time,  ar,  has  been,  when  the  Got^h- 
ment  was  respected  at  home  and  abroad,  whM 
the  people  were  proqierons  and  hsfipy,  when 
the  poutical  body  was  in  hig^  in  vigoroas 
healUi ;  whra  America  rejoiced  in  the  fnlDca 
of  her  ^ory,  and  tbe  whole  extent  of  tbe  United 
States  presented  a  scene  unknown  in  any  other 
country,  in  any  other  f^e.  Behold  now  ths 
mournful  oontrast,  the  md  reverse  I  We  irs 
"indeed  &]len,  fallen  from  onr  highestatel" 
Tbe  aaxi<m  is  sick— «ck  at  heart.  We  are  caliod 
upon  to  apply  a  remedy ;  and  none  will  aivwv 
which  shall  not  be  effectual  No  quack  pre- 
scriptions will  answM  now.  And  the  cure,  to 
be  effeotual,  must  not  persevere  in  a  ooone 
which  bos  not  only  prodnoed  no  good,  nor  piwn- 
isee  any ;  but  which  has  brtiaght  tbe  patient 
(if  I  may  use  the  figure  of  the  gentleman  trotu 
Marvland,  Mr,  Nblson)  to  his  present  fbrlora 
conaition.  Buoh  a  perseverance  may  seem  to 
argne  great  hardihood,  or,  if  yon  pletise,  spirit ; 
but,  ^ter  all,  it  is  nothiog  but  the  desperate 
frenzy  of  a  losing,  half-ruined  gamester. 

It  beoomes,  therefore,  at  last,  indiroffliasbleto 
take  a  retrospective  view  of  our  a&irs.  And, 
if  in  taking  this  view,  we  should  find  Uie  canM 
of  our  disasters,  we  most  not  faar  to  oooUm- 
plate  it,  to  bold  it  up ;  and,  having  grown  iriia 
by  ezperienoe,  we  most  not  be  prevented  by 
false  pnde,  from  profiting  by  it ;  we  most  not 
shrink  from  the  exerdse  of  a  Ttrtne  because  it 
isslso  an  imperions  daty.    And  I  hope  tiiot  so 


,L-ooglc 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


^  iMe.1 


[H.  o 


IMUlemin  who  heais  me  is  nnwilluiK  to  Mtcri- 
tiM  tbe  popularity  of  th«  AdminiitrstioD  to  the 
sdntioD  of  the  coaatij. 

Fmnit  me  then,  sir,  to  go  back  to  that  period 
IB  mr  lasUtFj  irhieh  lmmcidlat«lf  preceded  ihe 
liopliaaot  our  present  form  of  Government. 
Wfait  wM  then  onr  oonditiont    The  people 


tgrianltnre — there  was  no  revenne  for  general 
ol|Ju(&  Hod;  Ststea  were  hardlj  able  to  col- 
Igettnoogh  for  State  pnrpoeea.  And,  of  oonrse, 
itwre  wts  no  enoh  tbing  as  public  credit  al- 
tlwagh  there  was  an  iminenM  floating  debt. 
Ws  had  DO  repatMioii  sl»oad — there  was  no 
aaSdmx  even  at  home.  But,  sir,  we  had  a 
ViBDiaTOH,  and  we  bad  the  pnpils  of  Wabk- 
atvtt,  mm  whom  he  knew  to  be  futhfol  in 
Um  Cabinet,  for  he  h»d  fonod  thetn  fUthM  in 
IbtdarfctRtitages  of  the  ReTolndon.  The  na- 
lioD,  happi];,  had  not  been  deluded — the;  knew 
UwirfiMDdabytbeir  deeds — thej  had  not  jet 
jielded  to  the  aweet  fasoination  of  the  Bedn<:tive 
mnlir  declamatianB  of  these  lattor  times. 
l(«D  were  known  bj  what  they  did,  not  b; 
vbit  tfasy  ttid.  Tbeee  men,  mr,  had  the  sagac- 
iQ  to  ducoTer  tbe  eeOTet  springiaof  onrpros- 
pait;  and  h^nrineae  and  ^orj.  And  the; 
ware  lUe  to  strike  lixm  with  a  powerfiil  hand, 
ud  nth  a  powerfhl  hand  the;  did  strike  them ; 
ad,  ingtanUf,  as  if  by  enobantment,  the  scene 
cbaoged.  Suddenly,  agricnltare  raised  her 
dnMiHi^  head,  for  oommerce  beckoned  her  to 
pwperitj,  Yonr  people  benn  to  pay  their 
wm  and  to  beoome  rich.  Pnblio  credit  was 
Mrtored;  the  Tr»«nry  began  to  fill  readily, 
Smron  of  revenoe  were  explored,  c^l^n  of 
neliimanj  increaaing,  equally  oertsin  of  being 
Hver  eihanated,  exoept  by  folly  and  madness. 
Indeed,  or,  so  perfect  was  the  financial  machin- 
<(T  thatit  admitted  of  no  improTement.  It  re- 
5<lired  no  more  sldU  in  the  siicoeasore  of  the 
iflnatrioiis  Hamilton  to  make  this  instrament 
"  (Shouim  nnet  excellent  mnaio,"  ttaa  it  would 
(child  to  play  a  handrO^ao.  An  end  was  pnt  to 
miludian  wsrsj  onr  Algerine  captivM  were 


jn  tank  among  thA  natiMis  of  tbe  earth  I  This 
ni,  indeed,  a  work  worthy  of  the  illnstrions 
puriots  who  adiioTed  iL  It  was  the  rwnlt  of 
thttpntband  praotioal  wisdom,  which,  never 
jiddiag  to  the  deoeptdon  of  brilliant  theory, 
■V  the  pnUio  intAreat  with  a  clear  «ye,  and 
7*med  it  with  a  firm  and  steady  step ;  and  it 
VM  no  wonder  thu  it  was  snoccMfnl.  Let  me 
>dd,  too,  that  all  this  was  accomplished  with- 
nU  tuBiJon  being  felt  by  the  people, 

Bm  this  great  prosperity  was  not  wilhont 
BtcmptioD.  It  rec^ved  a  stroke,  nr,  deep  and 
^ngsron^  and  almost  mortal,  from  the  tremen- 
^  ijMem  of  apoliatiuis  oommenced  by  Great 
niiin  in  1799.  Jfirfortanes  cast  themaelvea 
UM  the  path  of  nations  as  well  aaindividnali 
^W;  are  trften  nnaToidable,  and  no  naljon  ca.. 
^lo  be  always  exonptftam  tbem.  The  wisdtnn 
rfiha  hnmaa  mind  is  oaplayed  in  patting  an  end 


to  tbem  in  private  aSairs,  and  io  poblic  that 
statesman  only  is  great  who  can  overcome  and 
disperee  them,  who,  thoagh  he  cannot  avert 
the  bolt,  can  prevent  the  rain  it  threatens.  At 
the  period  of  which  I  apeak,  ve  had  sack 
stat«smen.  Yes,  sir,  tbe  alarm  was  depicted  on 
every  oonntenance — thoagh  the  nation  stagger- 
ed to  its  centre  under  the  aeverity  of  the  blow 
it  had  received,  yet  was  the  Administration 
eqo&Ltotbedreadfal  emergency — it  had  brongbt 
the  nation  into  existonce  and  prosperity,  and  it 
was  eqnsl  to  the  preservation  of  both.  And 
they  showed  it  not  Dy  venting  their  rage  in  idle 
reproaches,  bat  by  applying  efficient  remedies 
to  the  diseases  of  the  oonntry. 

Let  it  be  remembered  that  jostice  was  to  be 
obtained  from  Great  Britain ;  from  that  power 
which  Is  now  repreeented  and  held  ap  to  onr 
indignation  as  "proud,  nnprincipled,  imperioos, 
and  tyrannical;"  and  which  certdnly  was  at 
least  as  mnch  so  then ;  for  then  she  had  on  her 
side  all  Europe  engaged  in  combination  agunst 
France,  and  France  was  alone  as  England  is 
DOW.  In  short,  she  was  then  on  the  continent 
of  Europe  what  France  is  now.  Yet,  from  this 
same  country  did  oar  Government  succeed  in 
obtainiog  not  only  reparation  for  the  apoiiations 
committed,  bnt  a  surrender  of  the  Western 
posts  also.  I  repeat,  sir,  all  this  was  accom- 
plished when  Great  Britain  was  not  less  impe- 
rions  in  disposition,  but  more  formidable  in  pow' 
er  than  she  is  now.  And  sorely  all  this  ought 
to  appear  strange  and  wonderful  indeed  to  tiiose 
who  have  been  deluded  into  tbe  idea  that,  when 
Great  Britain  was  struggling,  gasping  for  exist- 
ence, the  same  tiling  was  impossible :  that  haa 
with  ease,  and  under  more  inanspicions  ctrcam- 
stancee,  been  accomplished,  which  the  men  now 
in  power  pretend  they  have  attempted  in  vain. 
6tiU  strange  as  it  may  seem  to  them,  it  is  a  tact 
— it  is  history.  Wdl,  wr,  how  was  this  mira- 
cle brought  about  t  By  a  process  very  plain 
and  simple.  The  Administration  was  sincerely 
de^rons  (tf  peace;  and  that  single  object  in 
their  eye,  they  exerted  their  abilities  to  obtain 
it  and  oonseonentiy  did  obtun  it.  The  instmc- 
doDS  of  tbe  Minister  breathed  a  dwire  of  peace 
— of  reconciliation  upon  terms  compatible  with 
the  honor  of  both  nations.  The  Adminialratjon 
did  not  send  with  their  Minister  a  non-impor- 
tation act,  a  proclamation,  or  a  permanent  em- 
bargo, by  way  of  exhibiting  their  love  of  peace. 
The  refinement  in  diplomacy  which  sends  with 
the  negotiator  a  new  oanse  of  qnarrel  for  the 


(and  the  name  of  that  stein,  inflexible  patriot 
and  Republican,  I  always  repeat  with  delight 
and  veneration,  because  he  u  a  patriot  and  a 
Repablican) — 

[Here  Mr.  Upham  took  the  advantage  of  a 
pause  made  by  Mr.  G.  to  observe  that,  as  the 
gentleman  appMred  oonmderably  eib  aosted,  Ac, 
he  would  move  an  at^nmment,  which  was  taken 
by  ayes  and  noes  and  lost— ayea  47,  noea  86 —  ^ 
Mr.  Q.  voting  in  the  affirmative.] 
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Mr.  G.  oontinaecL— Ifr.  Jaj  hod  no  di^wsn- 
tton  to  ball;  tbe  British  GoTemment  into  jus- 
tice; he  had  no  otJeotiOD  that  ther  shoold 
have  all  tbe  merit  of  retunuog  Tolnntarilj  U 
■enae  of  joatice,  provided  hts  ooontrjr  mis 
have  tbe  benefit  of  snbstBDtial  reparation.    T 
atem  sage  of  the  Bevolulioii  became  the  cot 
toons  ambanHBdor,  and,  appealing  "  to  the  ji 
tice  andmagnaninutj  of  Uia  Britannic  If^eetv," 
he  demanded  redrees  and  he  obtwned  it.     Ibe 
British  Govemmeot  saw  tbat  onrs  was  Hincerelj 
diaposad  to  be  at  peace  with  them,  and,  puren- 
ing  the  natnrsl  dirootion  of  their  interesta,  there 
•was  no  diffiooltf  in  moving  peace.    Our  plnn- 
dered  merchants  were  compensated — liaid,  ur, 
bona  fi4«.     We  did  not  pnrchsae  redress ;  we 
did  not  paj  for  the  iocrender  of  the  Weatera 
poets,  which  were  onr  right,  and  out  of  the  pur- 
chase money  indeniniij  a  portion  of  our  owi 
dtizens.     No ;  the  payment  woa  to  oU ;  and  ii 
right  old-fashioned  "British  gold,"  ^  counted 
down  on  the  naiL    I  wish  Uiat  I  coold,  with 
eqoal  troth,  txj  tlie  same  thing  of  more  modern 

And  now,  sir,  compensatiou  being  made  by 
Ureat  Britain  for  the  spoliations  on  onr  ooir 
merce,  the  Western  posts  being  snrrendered, 
commercial  treaty  being  established,  tbe  dark 
olond  which  obscored  onr  proepeots  being  dis- 
persed, tbe  sun  of  oar  prosperity  once  more 
burst  forth  in  alt  its  radiance,  and  again  all  was 
wdL 

I  oare  not  what  were  the  otjeetionj  of  the 
day,  begotten  in  tbe  brain  of  &ction,  and  cher- 
ished in  mobs :  onder  the  treaty  we  were  pros- 
perons  and  happy,  and  tbat  one  faat  is  enough 
for  me.  Bad  aa  the  treaty  was  represented  to 
be,  and  the  worst  featore  of  it  moat  probably 
was,  that  it  was  a  British  Treaty— bad  as  it  was, 
the  oontjnaanoe  of  its  ezistcnoe  has  been  pre- 
cisely coeitensive  with  the  progress  of  onr  proe- 
Krity — it  mode  our  people  rich  tmd  happy ;  and, 
d  aa  it  was,  tbey  would  have  oanse  to  rejoice 
indeed  if  the  present  Administration  had  fur- 
nished them  with  just  such  another. 

France  saw  with  tmeosiness  tiie  tetnin  of  a 
good  nnderstanding  between  America  and  Great 
Britain.  And  she,  in  her  torn,  let  loose  her 
ptanders  npon  onr  commerce.  Again  the  wis- 
dom of  bat  Government  was  called  into  action, 
sod  again  it  produced  the  most  happy  result. 
What  did  they  do  t  An  embac^y  wOs  d^patoh- 
ed  to  fVance,  redress  was  demanded,  bnt  the 
Ministers  were  not  received,  nor  conld  be,  till 
a  doveeur — a  tribute — was  paid.  From  a  na- 
tion which  retnmed  snch  an  answer,  redress 
could  not  be  expected ;  and  there  was  nn  end 
of  negotiation.  Britain  and  France  had  acted 
toward  OS  with  equal  injustice — the  disposition 
of  onr  Government,  its  desire  of  peace,  was  the 
same  with  both.  Its  conduct  was  the  same  to 
both,  but  France  would  not  even  hear  our  de- 
mands. The  American  Government  were  at 
no  loB9  how  to  act.  The  case  was  a  plain  one. 
,  One  nation  robe  another — that  other  demands 
reparation— pravarioation  is  the  reply.    It  re- 


quires no  skill  to  see,  in  such  a  case,  tbit,  to 
coax  the  offender  into  reparation  is  impos^bk 
Accordingly,  onr  Government  did  not  h«d- 
tate  as  to  Uie  coarse  it  sbonld  pursue ;  they  did 
not  wait  to  be  spurred  on  by  any  Govenmeot 
to  an  assertion  of  their  rights ;  fliey  would  not' 
leave  it  one  moment  doabtful  whether  titej' 
had  the  di^>oaitjon  and  tbe  courage  to  useri 
them.  They  proceeded  immediately  to  umol 
tbe  French  Treaty,  to  pass  non-intercourse  liwi; 
they  built  ships  of  war,  and  s^it  them  upon  tbe 
ocean,  to  protect  our  ccnnmerce.  They  were 
not  BO  obstinate  bnt  that  tbey  could  rec^n 
instmction,  even  from  the  author  of  the  "  Nota 
on  Virginia,"  who,  in  tbat  work,  so  joSdondj 
recommends  a  navy.  Ota  little  aminud 
piclced  up  the  French  cruisers,  great  and  small; 
the  coast,  tbe  sea,  was  soon  cleared  of  tbeu. 
And  our  commerce  again  visited  every  clime  in 
safety. 

I  will  here  remark,  or,  that,  daring  all  thii 
time,  the  staple  oommoditiea  (parlicnlarly  ef 
the  Northern  States)  snffered  no  dimimiiiai, 
but  an  increase  in  price.  Well,  sir,  Franoeve7 
soon  discovered  that  she  had  nothing  to  gun, 
and  we  nothing  to  lose  by  such  a  state  of  thiao. 
Even  then,  when  she  had  some  naval  power,  u« 
disoovered  this.  She  was,  th^^ore,  very  Kon 
disposed  to  change  it  A  treaty  was  pstdiid 
up,  in  the  end,  and  something  like  the  sppe■^ 
ance  of  redress  provided  for. 

Now,  air,  for  the  result  A  former  Adminis- 
tration were  able  to  settle  our  diffarenees  with 
Great  Britain,  although  she  governed  all  Europe, 
although  she  was  n^just,  haughty,  acd  imperiMa 
Now  the  same  thing  is  said  to  be  imMsablel 
A  former  Administratiott  were  able,  oner  a  bii 
negotiation  had  failed,  to  bring  France,  wba 
had  then  some  nuuitime  power,  on  her  tosirov- 
bonee.  And  now,  when  she  baa  none^  >gw> 
the  same  thing  ia  impossible  1  How  hspppi 
all  this  I  Sir,  I  am  atraid  your  Admiuistnliai 
have  committed  moat  capital  mistakes.  TlKJ 
have  been  unwilling  to  learn  wisdom  from  the 
experience  and  success  of  their  predecesBort  I 
do  fear,  and  I  shall  be  obliged  to  prove,  tint, 
on  the  one  hand,  they  have  been  aoinated  bj, 
certainly  they  have  never  (following  tbe  eiMD- 
ple  of  a  former  Administration)  manifestol  t 
sincere  dispo^tion  to  accommodate  our  diSmi' 
ties  with  Great  Britain.  And  on  the  otha 
hand,  they  have  in  no  instance  shown  to  IYidm 
that  bold  front  which,  in  more  nnpromisiil 
times,  brought  the  tamUe  Bepnblic  to  btr 
senses.  These  two  errora,  these  wilflil,  w»iiW» 
aberrations  from  established  policy,  are  tbe  tn» 
causea  of  all  oar  miafortunes.  It  is  ovTSg  ^ 
them  tbat  wo  have,  if  we  believe  the  Adiaini*' 
tration  sincere,  two  enemies  who  are  alresdj  it 
war  with  each  other,  and  we,  the  onlyinatMi* 
of  the  kind  Mnce  the  creation  of  the  world,  «* 
to  step  ont  a  third  and  distinct  bflIliBe'^''.V' 
sort  of  lahmaelite  belligerent ;  our  haaa  *e*f^ 
every  nation,  and  every  nation's  hand  affio'* 
na.  We  are  in  a  ritnation which  drfceW^ 
one  in  which  we  have  but  a  abgle  mberwl* 
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coDsolation,  that  Uioogh  ft  promiHes  Dothiiig 
bat  ram,  j-et  it  is  so  ridicnloas,  so  ladiorona, 
that  we  can  but  miile  at  it. 

TheM  remarks  Hre  «ztart«d  fram  me  a  little 
out  (rf  their  order.  I  retom  to  the  period  of  the 
ratoradoD  of  peace  betveen  the  United  States 
ud  France. 

Tlie  Administration  now  (1801)  psMed  into 
die  hands  of  other  men.  Thej  received  a  ooun- 
try,  rich,  proeperons,  and  increasing  tn  pros- 
pentj.  A  people  contented  and  happj ;  or  dis- 
contented only  with  those  who  had  herai  the 
mthors  of  their  prosperity.  They  recdved  a 
Treuory  Ml  end  overflowing,  giving  a  vigor 
■fid  a  ^ring  to  public  credit  almost  nnknown 
beicre,  and  to  the  repatatdon  of  the  oonntry  a 
dignitj  nosnUied ;  the;  fonnd  na  in  peace  and 
frieodihip  with  bH  na^ona,  onr  commerce  wbi- 
toung  everj  sea,  and  rewarding  a^coltnre  for 
ill  its  indnstcy,  and  everj  one  sitting  in  peace 
mider  hiB  own  vine  and  %  tree.  Onr  coontry 
pnaented  to  the  animated  philanthropist  one 
nmntarmptod  Replay  of  lib^y,  of  gaiety,  and 
<rf  felicity.  Oh  I  happy,  happy  period  of  onr 
histOTy — never,  never,  I  fear  to  return.  And, 
if  ever  trath  dropped  from  the  lips  of  man,  it 
waa  when  the  nation  was  declared  to  be  in 
"the  foil  tideofsnccessfnlexperiment."  Never 
wne  the  deednies  of  a  nation  in  more  wonder- 
fiil  jffoeperitT  ooinmitted  to  men.  That  pros- 
pentybad  been  aoqnired  at  a  prine  no  less  nn~ 
paralleled,  at  the  expense  of  the  destraotion  and 
diagrace  of  those  whose  wisdom  and  energy  had 
prodoeedit. 

The  new  men,  sir,  vere  not  reqnirod  to  bring 
order  ont  of  confusion ;  that  had  been  done 

They  were  not  called  npon  to  lav  the  deep 
■nd  strong  fonndstioDB  of  nation^  prosperity 
and  ha^ipiness ;  that  had  been  done  afready. 

They  were  not  enjoined  to  "multiply"  the 
tilenta  oommitted  to  their  stewardship;  that 
vas  onoeeessary — they  were  merely  command-' 
ed  to  preserve  them  nndiminisbed. 

fhey  were  not  required  to  create  a  paradise 
—hot  to  keep  noinjured  that  which  was  com- 
nitted  to  their  gaardianship. 

They  promised,  indeed :  they  were  so  rash, 
in  the  folaeea  of  their  eioltation,  as  to  promise 
to  do  more  -,  bnt  folly  alone  oonld  believe  them  j 
ud  for  breaking  this  promise  I  forgive  them, 
fiir  to  do  more  was  impossible.  And  if  they 
hsd  but  preserved  nnimpaired,  if  they  had  not 
totally  destroyed  the  inestimable  treasores  in- 
tnsted-to  them,  I  would  hare  endeavored  to 
erertome  my  resentment,  my  indignation,  and 
my  dispair. 

Id  p^onnaDee  of  their  lofty  promise*,  in  dis- 
regaid  of  sacred  dntiea,  what  have  they  donet 
In  what  oondition  do  they  leave  the  oonntry, 
'hicb,  ei^t  years  ainoe,  "in  the  fiill  tide  of 
■Mceasftil  experiment,"  feQ  into  their  hands! 
They  present  to  as,  sir,  the  gloomy  reverse  of 
all  it  was.  Hie  people  discontented  and  dis- 
tressed— all  becoming  duly  more  and  more  poor 
—except,  mdeed,  tiiat  cJaas  of  rich  speonlaton, 


whose  wealth  and  whose  hearts  enabled  them 
to  prey  npon  the  wants  of  their  oonntrymen. 
The  despair  and  dismay  of  178S  are  retnmed  I 
The  prosperity  of  twenty  years  is  annihilated  at 
one  stroke  I  The  sources  of  revenne  are  dried 
'np.  The  Treasnry,  indeed,  may  be  now  ftill — 
bnt  it  mast  oontinnally  diminish— and,  witb- 
ont  ita  usual  supply,  it  moat  soon  be  einp^. 
We  have  still  some  credit.  Bat  how  long,  dr, 
can  that  be  maintained,  when  it  is  known  that 
we  have  no  longer  the  means,  allowing  tts  to 
posseea  the  di^Mieition,  to  (blfil  onr  pecnniary 
engagements  ?  Vhen  yon  cannot  collect  a  cent 
upon  imposiB,  and  dare  not  lay  a  direct  tax, 
how  for  you  will  be  able  to  obtain  money  on 
loan,  is,  to  aay  the  least  of  it,  very  qnestionable. 
But,  I  will  hasten  to  finish  the  contrast  I  was 
about  to  make.  Commerce,  sir,  has  pwidied, 
and  agriculture  lies  dead  at  her  side— for  these 
twin  sisters  mnst  flourish  or  die  together.  No 
nation  in  the  world  ts  our  friend — our  paradise 
is  becomins  a  wilderness;  onr  soil  is  stained 
with  the  blood  of  onr  own  dtisens ;  and  wa 
look  around  na,  in  vain,  for  one  solitary  bene- 
fit to  compensate  as  for  all  the  dreadftd  effects 
of  the  present  system. 

PeiliMis,  sir,  I  may  be  answered:  "Though 
all  yon  nave  said  be  true,  though  our  former 
prosperity  exists  no  longer,  it  is  ungcDerons,  it 
is  unjust  to  fmpnte  the  change  to  the  agency  of 
the  Adminiatration.  What  has  happened  coold 
not  be  prevented."  Though  such  a  rebuke 
were  reasonable,  I  will  still  insiat  that  the  Ad- 
ministratJoD,  if  they  deeerve  no  oensure,  are 
certainly  entitled  to  no  praise,  and  can  ask  for 
no  confidence.  If  they  have  not  been  the  sn- 
thoTS  of  the  public  calamities,  they  have  not, 
Uke  their  predecessors,  discovered  the  abiUty  to 
prevent  them  fW)m  ooming  thic^  upon  as.  If 
th^  hearts  are  boneet,  their  hea^  have  not 
discovered  mnoh  soundnesg.  No  set  of  men, 
however  ignorant,  however  stupid,  could  have 
placed  the  coontry  in  a  worse  or  a  more  de- 
plorable ntnatioD.  The  tmth  b  pidn  and  pal- 
pable. Judging  of  the  wisdom  of  the  Admin- 
istration by  the  result  of  its  measnrea,  I  cannot 
ain^  praisee  to  them  for  their  skill  and  ingenui- 
*v  in  diplomacy.      No,  sir ;  1  delight  in  that 

iplomaoy  which  makes  the  poor  rich ;  which 
makes  industry  prosperons;  which  spreads  con- 
tentment throngn  the  land,  and  happiness  among 
the  people.  I  delight  in  the  diplomacy,  whose 
skill  and  wisdom  con  be  read  in  the  connte- 
e  of  my  countrymen,  and  makes  the  fhce  of 
my  conntry  the  evidence  of  its  prosperity.  I 
like  not,  I  abhor  that  diplomatic  skill  which  con 
be  found  only  in  a  book  I  which  has  produced 
nothing  but  oalamity,  and  whose  praise  is  writ- 
ten in  the  blood  of  my  oonntrymen. 

Bnt,  Bir,  how  happens  it  that  we  still  remain 
under  the  distresses  occasioned  by  tite  belliget^ 
ents t  Is  there,  indeed,  aphysical  imposubili- 
ty  of  removing  them !  From  Qreat  Britain, 
and  that,  too,  when  she  had  the  whole  conti- 
nent on  her  side,  we  could  onoe  obtain  justice 
not  only  for  the  past,  bnt  sMurity  fbr  the  fiitnre. 
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From  France,  too,  we  could  odc«  obtaia  joBtioe, 
bat  now  we  can  gain  Jtutice  from  neither, 
What  change,  eir,  haa  oocnmd  in  the  state  (tf 
things  to  prodace  this  strange  impossibilttjt 
Our  commense  is  more  an  object  to  Great  Brit- 
ain now,  than  it  waa  fonnerlj — and  France  oan 
oppose  to  Ds  no  reeistance  on  the  ocean.  And 
yet  no  remedy  can  be  found  for  onr  calamities ! 
air,  I  will  not  be  tbe  dnpe  of  thia  mieerabte 
artifice.  What  hue  been  done  once  can  be  done 
again  by  employing  the  same  means. 

The  AdminiE&ation  have  committed  greater 
errors.  They  have  ccmdncted  all  th^r  a&irs 
in  Bndi  a  s^le  as  to  leave  Great  Briton  no 
room  to  donbt  (hat,  when  they  asked  for  peace, 
they  wanted  it  noL  To  tins  cause  may  be 
traced  all  our  difficulties,  so  hr  as  they  prooeed 
from  that  power.  As  it  regards  France,  I  fear 
that  they  hare  not  acted  tbe  proper,  the  manly 
parL  In  short,  sir,  they  bare  not  pmsned  to- 
ward En^aod  the  policy  which  eared  n  In 
1786,  nor  toward  France  the  policy  which  was 
BDOcessfQlly  opposed  to  French  r^tacity  and 
French  obstinacy  in  'OS. 

I  think  an  errta"  was  committed,  when,  affect- 
ing to  desire  an  amicable  arrangement  with 
Great  Britain,  inetead  of  treating  with  her  as  a 
nation  not  to  tie  intimidatod,  much  leas  bullied, 
the  non-importation  act  was  passed.  For,  dr, 
if  she  was  so  prond,  so  hanghty,  so  imperiooa, 
as  some  gentlemen  delight  to  daeoribe  her,  then 
to  bring  her  tojostice  by  aaatuning  an  attitude 
of  menace,  was  evidendy  impossible.  When, 
therefore,  yon  passed  the  non-importation  acL 
nnder  a  pretence  that  it  wonld  be  a  sncceesfaj 
anxiliary  to  fKendly  negotiation,  what  oonld 
yoa  expect  bnt  to  alarm  the  pride,  and  tbe 
hanghlinesB,  and  imperionsncse  of  that  nation  I 
And,  doing  tbftt,  how  could  yon  expect  ati 
amicable  result!  No,  wr.  It  was  not,  and  it 
oonld  not  be  expected.  Yon  obtuned  a  treaty 
indeed— 'bnt  it  was  from  a  Fox  Ministry.  Yet 
snch  as  it  was,  it  was  not  so  good  as  a  Jay's 
Treaty,  and  the  Eieontive  r^ected  it  wltboat 
•0  mncb  as  laying  it  before  the  Benate. 

In  sapport  of  the  embargo  system,  gentle- 
men tay,  if  we  suffer  oar  commerce  to  go  on 
the  ocean,  or  wherever  it  goes,  it  will  be  crip- 
pled rather  by  France  or  Great  Britun.  Al- 
though this  is  not  tme  in  the  extent  laid  down, 
yet  it  will  hold  tolerably  true  as  respects  the 
Enropean  seaa.      fVom  what  gentlemen  are 

!, leased  to  represent  as  the  impossibility  of  sail- 
ng  the  ocean  with  safety,  resslt  (say  they)  the 
propriety  and  necesei^  of  the  embargo  system. 
And  they  say,  it  is  not  the  embargo,  but  the  de- 
crees andorden  which  are  the  tme  canae  of  all 
we  suffer;  that  tbe  embargo,  so  fiv  from  being 
the  canse  of|  was  advised  as  a  remedy  for  tbe 
evils  we  endure.  Well,  «r,  for  the  sake  of 
tbe  ailment,  be  it  as  they  say.  Has  the  em- 
bargo answered)  Is  there  any  probability, 
the  slightest  indication,  that  It  wul  answer! 
Has  it  operated,  to  any  perceptible  ettent,  ex- 
cept npon  onrselvea,  daring  the  twelvemonth  it 
hu  been  in  existence)    I^  then,  neither  the 


remembrance  of  tbe  past,  nor  the  prospect  of 
the  fatnre,  gives  the  least  encouragement  to 
hope,  why  will  gentlemen  persist  intheeyst^nl 
And  that  loo,  sir,  at  an  expense  to  their  oirn 
Mnmtry  so  enormons  in  amount  I  Will  they  go 
on  obetinately  amid  all  the  discontents,  or 
clamors  (as  gentlemen  in  very  anti-r«>ub1ican 
langoage  calf  the  voice  of  the  people)  in  tlie 
EsBtem  and  Korthern  States  ?  And  that  from 
mere  obetinacy — on  obstinacy  not  encouraged  by 
the  least  glimmering  of  hope)  If  I  cuuld  be 
pointed  toasin^e(act,prodaoed  by  the  operi- 
tion  of  the  embai^,  which  wonld  prove  that  it 
had  any  other  effect  on  the  dispodtion  of  Gnat 
Britain  than  to  irritate — or  any  other  on  Fnnos 
than  to  please,  than  to  encourage  her  to  a  per- 
aeTeranae  in  that  system  of  injustice  which  ws 
pretend  to  oppose,  bat  to  the  policy  of  which  w* 
give  all  onr  support  with  an  infatnated  wilfbf- 
ness,  and  which,  therefore,  increases  the  hostili- 
ty Great  Britain  has  fell  from  the  measure-i( 
they  oonld  show  me,  sir,  that  the  embargo  will 
bring  dther  to  terms,  I  wonld  abandon  tbe  op- 
podtion  at  once,  and  come  heart  and  hand  i^ 
the  support  of  yonr  measurea.  The  other  day, 
the  gentleman  from  South  Oaiolina  (Mr.  "ffa- 
LiAKs)  almost  persoaded  me  that  it  ongbt  to 
operate  npon  Great  Briton ;  bnt  I  looked  and  I 
fonnd  it  didnot,andI  was  convinced  itwoold  not 
Bnt,  have  gentlemen  reflected  that,  if  all  the 
evils  were  drawn  from  Pandora's  box,  to  Tei 
Great  Britain,  yon  conld  have  hit  on  non«  » 
well  calcnlated  to  call  out  all  her  resistance,  and 
all  her  obstinacy,  as  this  some  expedient,  the 
embargo  I  If  she  yields  to  ns,  under  tbe  pres- 
sure cJ  snch  a  system,  she  discloses  to  ns  tbe 
secret  of  her  independence!  Sir,  the  embsrgo 
is  war;  It  was  intended  as  anch  against  Gmt 
Britun.  And  she  nndwstands  its  meaiung  ud 
its  character  too  well  for  na  to  disguise  it,  nadei 
a  pretence  of  its  being  a  mero  precautionarj 
mnnioipal  meaanre.  Its  eflScaoy  as  a  coertiTe 
'measare  has  been  too  often  and  too  leodlj 
boasted  of  in  this  Honae,  to  make  its  real  ot^jeet 
a  secret  to  her.  Kay,  in  so  far  as  the  grest 
and  prominent  feature  of  war  is  coerdon ;  in 
BO  far  as  war  is  always  intended  to  make  _Sia 
adversary  yield  that  which  he  will  not  yidd 
Tolmitarily ;  in  so  far,  are  the  embargo  and  the 
non-importation  act  wab.  Each  was  intended 
to  coerce  Great  Britain  to  yield  to  ns  peints 
which  it  had  been  asoertained  she  wonH  J"* 
yield  voluntarily.  It  was  a  system  of  ooerdo'ii 
a  new-fangled  sort  of  philosophical  experiment- 
al war ;  novel,  to  be  sore,  in  iia  character,  Imt, 
to  all  substantial  purposes,  war.  Instesd  of 
bloodshed,  there  was  to  be  ink  shed— iiaUad 
of  bayonets,  pens — instead  of  the  bloody  srens, 
hoge  sheets  of  paper !  Whenever  Great  BriUin 
shall  yield  to  the  coercion  of  tbe  non-imparU- 
tion,  embargo,  or  non-intercourse  system,  sbe 
virtually  UIls  the  people  of  the  United  Stattf, 
"  we  are  in  your  power  whenever  yoa  choose 
to  make  a  claim  upon  ua,  whether  juat  oroDJ°''l 
threaten  ns  with  an  embargo  and  a  non-^ter- 
ooorse^  and  yon  bring  ns  to  yonr  ffeet"    D"* 
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n  believe,  even  allowing  the  prea- 
nn  of  the  wnbargo  to  be  great  upon  her,  that 
■he  can  fidd,  that  she  can  afford  to  yield! 
Itut  (be  can  admit  that  we  have  her  ^waje 
periectij  in  onr  power  t    Booner  would  sfie 

e'  »  up  in  battle— floooer  wonld  she  see 
gddiers  retreating  before  our  bajonets; 
•outer  would  she  see  her  anniea  perish  nnder 
Mr  TiloT,  than  acklowledge  herself  the  slave 
of  thia  ma^o  wand.  Ber  children  might  grow 
to  b«  men,  and  she  might  try  the  fortone  of 
uiotber  daj ;  the  hur  of  Samson  might  grow 
(a  igun,  and  bis  strength  be  renewed ;  but  in 
TiddiDg  to  the  ehazuie  ttf  the  embargo,  she  ptacM 
aa  eiistance  in  onr  hands,  and  becomes  de- 

Cient  npoa    onr   will  for  the  eiiiteuce  of 
lOTerugnt^.     Sir,  the  Zing  of  England  can- 
Dot,  ha  dare  not,  jield  to  onr  embargo- 

Bat,  nr,  he  has  not  t«ld  ns  that  he  considers 
oeraabai^hoatile  to  him;  nor  baa  onr  Qov' 
enmeiit  ever  told  him  that  it  waa ;  saoh  a  dec- 
lintioD  bia  never  been  pat  to  paper.  No,  sir ; 
ihen  JOB  look  into  the  correspondence,  it 
Tgnld  eeem  that  the  embargo  was  never  intend- 
ed is  a  coercive  mieasnre,  nor  even  nnderstood 
•obrGreatBritain.    Everything  onboth  sidw 

■  oooeeiTed  in  a  ancere  spirit  of  "  friendship." 

MB  toward  Great  Britain,  for  angtt 

there.  And  Great  Britain  issnee  her  Orders  in 
Goimdl  in  a  reoiprocating  spirit  of  amity  toward 
a.  8ha  is  not  offended  with  onr  non-importa- 
Ikih  Kt,  nor  onr  embargo.  Not  at  all  Her 
Olden  are  not  intended  to  harm  ns.  She  means 
Bothi^  in  the  world,  hot  shnply  to  retaliate 
upon  mnce — and  she  is  sorry  that  almost  the 
vhofe  force  of  the  blow  falls  upon  na,  bnt  it  is 
BMioidaWe.  She,  by  the  laws  of  nations,  has 
u  pofect  a  right  to  retaUate  npon  France  as 
ve  have  to  make  onr  innocent  municipal  regn- 
ItUoDs— and  she  is  fall  as  sorry  that  ber  retalia- 
tion  system  shoold  wonnd  ns,  as  we  are  that 
ooi  mimicipal  r^nlations  should  incommode 
ber.  Sir,  this  diplomatic  hypocrisy  (began, 
I  Kknowledge,  by  as)  is  intolerable.    Sir,  t£ere 

■  act  one  word  of  truth  in  the  whole  of  it, 
from  beginning  to  end.  The  plain  atate  of  the 
cm  is  this:  Anterior  to  the  non-importation 
set,  the  British  Treaty  had  expired— there  were 
points  of  dispnCe,  particniarly  oonceming  the 
in^iKaNDent  of  Beamen,  which  could  not  be 
s^oUed  to  the  satisfaonon  of  onr  Government. 
In  this  state  of  things,  either  we  ought  tf  have 
gwM  to  war,  or  we  ought  not  If  we  had  in- 
tended to  do  so,  stronger  meaauree  should  have 
heea  resorted  to  than  a  non-importation  act 
If  we  had  not  intended  to  do  so,  the  act  should 
MTsr  have  been  passed.  Thoee  who  passed 
iteoold  have  bnt  one  of  two  ol^ecta  in  view  ; 
cither  to  coerce  Great  Britain  to  the  terms  we 
dnunded — or,  by  vexing  and  irritating  her, 
to  rtiw  np  in  due  time  an  nnneceasary  fictitious 
■tBsrrel,  which  (as  this  coontrjr  ia  known  to  be 
atremely  seitsitjve  of  British  aggression)  might 
nltiatately  eai  in  a  real  dd-Ctshioned  war.    No 


proved  by  the  sitnadon  in  which  we  now  S] 
oarselvee.  Sir,  this  is  the  whole  mysterv — ana 
it  mnat  be  explored— it  must  t>e  exposed.  We 
mast  miderstand  the  real  character  of  our  oon- 
troversy  with  Great  Britain — the  real  character, 
intent,  and  aim,  of  the  different  measures 
adopted  by  as  and  by  her,  hefbre  we  can  hope 
to  beal  the  woonds  onr  peace  has  received,  or 
to  restore  the  prosper!^  we  have  been  nune- 
oeasarily  made  to  abandon.  I  know,  «t,  bow 
diScalC  it  is  to  overcome  matured  opinions  or 
inveterate  pr^ndioes ;  and  I  know,  too,  that,  at 
tliis  time,  the  individual  who  shall  venture  to 
lay  open  "  the  bare  and  rotten  policy  "  of  the 
time,  makes  himself  the  hntt  of  party  rancor, 
and  strips  himself  to  the  oniparing  "laoeratioiu 
of  tbe  press."  But  these  are  considerations 
too  feeble  to  deter  me  from  my  dnty. 

[Mr.  G.  appearing  mnah  eihaaated,  and  Mr. 
QonrOT  having  intimated  to  the  House  that 
Mr.  Or.  snffered  under  a  pain  in  the  ride,  moved 
for  an  B4ioumment.  The  Spkuxb  inquired 
whether  Mr.  G.  yielded  tbe  floor  f  Mr.  G.  re- 
plied, he  had  himself  little  inclination  to  con- 
tinoe  his  remarks,  bat  tbe  House  appeared  so 
eager  to  hear  him,  (a  lan^,)  he  haroly  knew 
what  answer  to  nu^e.  However,  he  said,  he 
wonld  ^ve  the  floor.  The  House  then  at^onmed.] 
The  object,  sir,  of  oar  present  deliberations  is, 
or  ought  to  be,  to  relieve  our  country  from  the 
distresses  nnder  which  it  groans ;  to  do  this, 
should  be  prepared  to  legislate  with  a  single 
to  the  wel&re  and  hajnunees  of  the  nation. 
It  is  of  the  first  BeoMsity  that  we  should  delib- 
erate vitk  calmness  if  we  mean  to  ^>ply  an 
effectual  remedy  to  the  diseases  of  the  State. 
In  the  remarks  which  I  had  the  honor  to  make 
yesterday,  I  was  oonstr^ned  to  draw  a  contrast 
between  uie  measorea  and  prosperity  of  former 
times  and  those  of  the  present  times.  Under 
ciroomstancea  of  the  same  oharacter,  we  were 
formerly  able  to  overcome  our  misfortnnes. 
Now  we  are  not.  Asd  I  did  this  for  tbe  pur- 
pose of  impressing  upon  the  Hoose  an  opimou, 
that  if  the  Administration  had  practised  upon 
the  principles  of  their  {nvdeoesBors,  all  bad  been 
well ;  or,  that  if  retracing  their  steps,  or  relin- 
quishing tbe  path  of  error  and  misfortune,  the; 
wonld  still  be  the  learners  of  wisdom  and  expe- 
rience. It  wonld  not  even  now  be  too  late  to  re- 
trieve the  affairs  of  the  ooontry.  If  I  know  my 
own  heart,  I  did  not  make  tbe  oomparison  from 
any  invidions  purposes;  bnt  merely  to  turn  the 
minds  of  genUemen  hack  to  former  times;  that 
they  might  reflect  upon  tbe  perils  andcalamitiea 
of  thoee  times,  and  the  means  by  which  an  end 
pat  to  them  ;  but  In  doing  this,  I  coold  not 
id  paying  the  tribnle  of  deserved  praise  and 
incere  gratitude  to  the  men  under  whose 
agency  we  prospered  abundantly.  In  contrast- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  present  with  that  of  the 
former  Administration,  I  meant  to  subserve  no 
purposes  of  party.    Nay,  ur,  I  cotdd  have  much 
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deidred  to  liava  been  spared  the  neceMity  of 
preseQ^Dg  that  contrast  before  the  natioo.  I 
«onld  have  wished  to  have  avoided  these  refer- 
«aoe3,lefltI  might  excite  party  feeling  id  others ; 
leet  I  mi^t  ai^iear  to  be  goTeroed  by  them 
mjBeHf.  Bat  truth  oonld  not  be  attuoed  bj 
any  other  conrae,  and  I  hare  been  compelled  to 
take  it 

Tile  firat  reeolntion,  coDt^ned  in  the  follow- 
ing words,  was  divided,  so  as  to  take  the  qnes- 
tion  first  on  the  part  ia  italic : 

"Eeiolnd,  Thai  tit  VtiUtd  BlaUi  oawMf,  mOuiut  a 
lOBrifia  iiflieirngldM,  toner,  and  imApmdaiee,  nbtui 
te  tia  laU  arftctt  ofOreal  Britaim — uiil  FiUKQ." 

The  ocestloD  was  thea  taken  on  thft  flrit 
danse  oi  this  resolution,  and  carried — yeas  186, 

lie  qnestion  beine  aboat  to  be  put  on  the 
remaning  part  of  the  rMoIntion,  viz :  on  the 
words  "  ana  France" — 

The  question  th«i  reonrred  on  the  second 
member  of  the  first  resolalion;  and  the  same 
being  token,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative 
—yeas  118,  nays  2. 

The  mun  qoestion  was  then  taken  that  the 
House  do  affree  to  the  said  first  resolntinii  as  re- 
ported to  tLe  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  in  the 
worda  following,  to  nit : 

"  Rualttd^  That  tiie  United  Statea  cannot,  vilbont 
a  •Bcrifice  of  their  rights,  honor,  and  Independence, 
Hibmtt  lo  lli«  ediots  of  Oraat  Britun  and  Frence :  ' 

And  resolved  in  the  affirmativ'e — yeas  118, 
nays,S. 

BAimtixaT,  December  17. 

A  division  of  the  question  on  the  resolntion 
depeadinj  before  the  Honae  was  then  called  for 
by  Mr.  Datid  E.  WttUAM:  Wherenpon,  so 
mnch  of  the  scud  reaolntion  was  read,  aa  is 
contained  in  the  words  fdlowing,  to  wit : 

"  Saolned,  That  it  ie  expedient  to  prohibit,  by  law, 
Ae  sdmiraiaii  bio  the  ports  of  the  Uaitad  States  of 
oU  public  or  privmts  uTQed  or  oniimed  ehipa  or  vei- 
■eli  belonging  to  Great  Britain  or  FVinco,  or  to  any 
Other  of  tbe  belBgerent  powera  hmviog  in  force  oiden 
or  decree!  violatjug  the  lawM  oamnutije  and  nentral 
right*  of  tbe  United  Statea. 

The  question  tben  recurring  on  the  first  mem- 
ber c^  the  original  reaolntion,  as  proposed  to  be 
divided  on  a  motion  of  Mr,  D.  R,  WiLLnita, 
and  hereinbefore  recited,  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion on  tlie  first  said  member  of  the  resolution 
was  called  for  by  Mr.  QtxaKTOa,  from  tha  com- 
mencement of  the  same  to  the  words  "  Great 
Britain,"  as  contuned  in  the  words  following, 

"Stnlvfi,  Thotit  it  expedient  tb  prohlbtt,  by  Uw, 
the  adminion  into  the  port!  of  the  bulled  Statea  of 
all  pahlio  or  privkte  armed  or  ODumed  ihipa  or  vea- 
•eU  beloBgli^  to  Great  Btilain.'' 

The  qnestion  being  taken  that  the  Honse  do 
agree  to  the  same,  it  was  reeolved  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeaa  S3,  nays  29. 

A  farther  dinsion  of  Ae  qnestion  was  moved 


Ssbfuw.  [DnxMam,  1B08. 

by  Hr.  GixiOT,  on  tbe  said  first  member  of  tbe 
resolution,  on  the  words  "or  France,"  imnw- 
diaiely  following  the  words  "  Great  Britain," 
hereinbefore  recited :  And  the  qBtation  being 
put  ttiereupon,  ii  was  resolved  in  the  affirnuv- 
live— yeas  97,  nays  24. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  apte 
to  the  second  member  of  the  said  second  mo- 
lution,  contdned  in  the  worda  foUowiog,  to 
wit: 

"Or  to  any  other  of  the  beHi^erent  ponit  hniii| 
=1  foice  orden  or  dodeea  riolaOng  &t  lavfbl  «»- 
'     of  the  UnW  Statu  :■ 


Itw 


Ltnl  rights  of  tl 
resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeis  0(, 


nays  26. 

The  question  then  being  on  tbe  rtndneaf 
the  said  resolution  contained  in  the  iblkwisg 

"  And,  alao,  (he  Importation  of  any  gooda,  wuh 
or  merchandiie,  tbe  gniwth,  pmdiUM,  a  nmiiiEw- 
tnte,  of  tbe  dotnluicHU  of  any  of  the  Mid  powoi,  or 
iiBpatod  from  any  plmoe  in  tbt  poaataaon  of  eidter:' 

Tlie  question  was  taken,  and  resolved  in  tlie 
affirmative — yeas  63,  nays  86. 

The  main  question  was  then  taken  that  Qm 
House  do  agree  to  the  said  second  resolution,  aa 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  wluik 
House,  and  reaoWed  in  the  affirmative— ytas  81, 
nays  80,  as  follows:  ' 

Yeas. — Lemuel  J.Alston,  WUlii  Akton,  Jan., En- 
kiel  DaeoD,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  BvmU 
Boaeett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Biackledg^  Jcln 
Blake,  Jan.,   Thomu  Blount,    Adam    Bojd,  Ji^ 

Boyle,  Bobert  Brown,  WiUiam  A.  BnnraB,  WiUlaa 
Bnller,  JoMph  Colhonn,  Geoige  W.  Compbeli,  Mrt- 


aon  Goodwyn,  Edvtn  Gray,  laaioh  L.  Onen,  Job 
Heiiler,  WilliBm  Hehna,  Junn  EolUod,  Darid 
Holma,  Benjamin  Howard,  Renben  Hmnphri^ 
Daniel  Biley,  John  Q.  JackKin,  Ricbard  U.  Johonn, 
Waiter  Jonea,  Thomaa  Kenan,  William  KiikpatridL, 
Jolm  Lambert,  John  Love,  Mothasiel  Macon,  Robnl 
Marion,  William  HcCreery,  Jdm  Hontgco(i7i 
Nlchoioa  R  Hoore,  Ttioi.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Hord*, 
John  Morrow.  Roger  Nelaon.  Tboa.  Newbold,  Thaou 
Newton,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  John  Porter,  Mn 
Rea  of  Penncylvinia,  John  Rhea  of  Tenoea»,  Jii»*> 
Richarda,  Matthiaa  Richardi.  Bcmamln  Say,  Ebeos- 
zee  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennia  Smalt,  John  Smilii, 
Jedediali  K  Smith,  John  Smitli,  Henry  Sondur^ 
Richard  Stanford,  Clement  Slorer,  John  Tijloi, 
Georgs  M.  Troop,  Junei  I,  Von  Allen,  ArehiW 
Van  Home,  Darnel  C.  Verplanck,  Jeam  Whaitt^ 
Robert  WhiEehiU,  Iibk]  Wilbonr,  Dsvid  B.  WiMaou. 
Alexander  Wilaon,  and  Richaid  Wjmu 

Nita. — Kvan  Alexander,  John  CamplwII,  Ep^- 
Toditoa  Ctiampion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Ci^c^ 
er,  Samnel  W.  Dana,  John  DavanpoM,  jon..  }•*■ 
Elliot,  William  Ely,  Baient  Gaidenier,  John  Berril, 
Richard  Jackaon,  Robert  Jenkins,  Jama)  Kdtji 
"hiiip  R  Key,  Joseph  Lewia,  jon.,  Matthew  1^ 
toai^  Hasteta,  William  MUnor,  Jonathan  0.  H<aatji  : 
Tunoth;  Piticin,  jnn.,  Josiah  Qniuoy,  Jcba  BnJaA  ' 
Jamo*  Sloan,  L,  R  Stnigs^  Samod  Taggait,  Bn-    < 
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juiiii  T«I!m>de«,  J>be*  Cpham,  Philip  Vu  Cort- 
Indt,  lad  EIDuiii  E.  Tu  Itimwcilwii 

And  <Hi  the  qaeation  that  the  Eon»e  do  con- 
CUT  with  the  Coramittee  of  tb«  Whole  io  their 
SCTWiaeDt  to  the 
foUaving,  to  wit 

Baobti,  Thit  meunns  on^t  to  1m  imnediBtely 

Itwaa  'Qnaiuinoaalj  resolved  in  the  affinna- 
tire. 
On  motioD  of  Ur.  Okoegs  W.  Oimpbkli, 
Oriend^  That  the  second  reaolntion  be 
fwred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  bo  mnch 
of  the  MesMge  from,  the  Freaident  of  the  United 
Emiei,  at  the  oommencement  of  the  preeent 
MHOD,  as  leepecta  oar  relations  Tritii  forei^ 
mwen,  with  leave,  to  report  thereon  by  way  of 
UawbtHs. 
On  mtfyM  of  Ur.  Qiosai  W.  OutPBXLL, 
Oritni,  That  the  third  resolntioD  be  referred 
to  the  committee  qipointed,  on  the  8th  ultimo, 
«D  90  much  of  the  sud  Ifeaaage  from  the  Preri- 
iisa,  of  the  United  States  as  reUtes  to  tbe  Mili- 
iH}' ind  Navsl  Establishmecta,  with  leave  to 
reput  thereon  by  bU],  or  bills. 

HoBi>AT,  December  19. 
Miranda'*  .E^editvm. 
lb.  LoTX  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 

tt«  report  of  the  committee  on  the  subject  of 
tbe  Ihirty-sii  ptraona  confined  in  Oarthageaa, 
Sooth  America.  The  following  is  the  resoln- 
tioii  reported  by  the  committee ; 

Baolved,  Tbit  the  Pmident  of  the  United  Statu 
it  Ttjuated  Io  adapt  lie  moM  iranudioM  aai  tJkaeiiMt 
■HW  n  htfcieer  la  atlam  from  tbe  Viceroy  of  Gn- 
i>^  in  SoDCh  America,  or  other  proper  aatbori^, 
Ac  iibentiou  of  thirty-nx  American  ciQzeiu,  ood- 
demned  oa  a  charge  of  piracy,  and  now  held  In  flla- 
TOf  ia  the  nnlta  of  St.  Clan,  in  Cartbagena,  and 
1^  the  Eom  of dollan  be  appropiiBlad  to  that 

Xr.  D.  R.  WiLUAKB  moved  to  postpone  the 
KQsideratioD  of  tbe  eabject  indefinitely.  Nega- 
tiTed— 60  to  Se. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  on  the  eabject— 86  to  E8. 

Mr.  LoYB  moved  to  amend  the  resolntlon  by 
Aikiog  out  the  words  in  italics,  and  inserting 
"  Hithori;*d  to  reqaeet." — Carried,  aves  54. 
_  Those  gentlemen  who  snpported  this  reeoln- 
fia  in  the  debate  were  Messrs.  Lotk,  Ltoh, 
Biowr,  NxLHOK,  Bmaij  and  WrLBODB.  Those 
*!»  opposed  it  were  IfessrB.  D.  R.  Williakb, 
TiTLOB,  SinuE,  iSAOon,  and  BooTBABn. 

The  gentlemen  who  opposed  the  resolatJon, 
"nong  other    objections,  contended  that  an 

rement  to  the  resolution  wonld  bnt  involve 
Govemment  in  difficnlty  without  answering 
«7  good  purpose ;  that  it  would  in  fact  be 
■ang  the  attempt  of  a  certain  party  to  prove 
Ihitthe  General  Government  bad  some  oon- 
BMam  with  tiaa  expedition  origtually,  whiish  it 


certainly  had  not  ^  that  tbe  facta  set  forth  in  the 
petiUon  were  wholly  unenpporCed  by  evidence ; 
that  these  peisoos  had  engaged  themselvee  in  a 
foreign  service ;  that  they  had  become  weary 
of  the  privil^ee  of  fi'eemen,  and  hod  entered 
into  a  hostjle  expeditioa  agaiaat  a  foreign  conn- 
trv,  and,  in  so  doing,  had  been  taken,  condemn- 
ed for  piracy,  and  immared  as  a  punishment  for 
that  offence;  that  the  British  Government, 
having  been  at  the  bottom  of  this  bnnnees,  was 
the  proper  power  to  release  these  persons,  and 
indeed  nad  applied  to  the  SpaDiah  oommander 
for  the  pnmDse;  that  even  were  the  United 
Btatoi  bound  by  the  laws  of  Joatice  or  humanity 
to  intercede  for  these  persons,  they  knew  not  to 
whom  to  make  application,  and  wonld  probably 
meet  with  a  refosal,  perhaps  a  rude  one,  if  any 
judgment  could  be  formed  from  the  preeent 
Ntnation  of  our  affairs  with  Spain;  that  if 
gentlemen  wished  for  objects  on  which  to  ex- 
ercise their  hnmanity,  they  might  find  them  in 
the  laoerated  backs  of  our  impreesed  seamen, 
without  extending  it  to  criminala.  In  reply  to 
an  observation  of  Mr.  Lvon,  that  if  we  did  not 
get  theee  men  Great  Britcun  woold  do  so,  and 
employ  them  to  extend  her  naval,  force,  Mr. 
MacoN  replied,  if  she  didj  she  was  weloome  to 
keep  them ;  but  she  was  m  the  habit  of  supply- 
ing her  navy  with  seamen  &om  our  vessels, 
without  the  trouble  which  the  aoqaimtion  of 
these  men  might  oooeaion  her. 

In  reply  to  these  objections,  and  in  anpport 
of  the  reiiolotion,  the  bomanity  of  tbe  Bouse 
was  strongly  appealed  to.  It  was  urged  that  the 
Government  could  in  novrise  be  involved  by 
an  appeal  to  the  generosity  of  the  provinciu 
government;  that  these  men  had  not  wilAilly 
committed  piracy,  hut  had  been  deluded  nnder 
varioos  pretences  to  join  the  expedition  ;  that 
they  had  Joined  it  nnder  a  belief  that  they  were 
entering  mto  the  service  of  the  United  States; 
that,  even  admitting  them  to  have  been  india- 
creetly  led  to  join  the  enterprise,  kuowingittobe 
destined  for  a  foreign  service,  yet,  that  Uiey  had 
been  sufficiently  punished  by  the  penalty  they 
had  already  undergone;  thatit  was  wholly  imma- 
terial what  inference  any  persons  might  draw 
f^om  the  oonduot  of  the  United  States  io  this 
respect,  as  to  their  concern  with  the  original 
ezpe^tion ;  that  snch  considerations  should 
have  DO  weight  with  the  Houae ;  that  if  these 
poor  fellows  were  guilty,  they  had  repented  of 
it ;  and  Mr.  NitaoN  quoted  on  this  point  the 
Scripturee,  to  idiow  that  there  should  be  moro 
joy  over  one  sinner  that  repentetb,  than  over 
ninety  and  nine  who  have  no  need  of  repent- 
ance. In  reply  to  an  intimation  that  it  waa 
not  even  asoertained  that  they  were  American 
citizens,  Mr.  Baoon  observed  that  one  of  them 
had  been  bom  in  the  same  town  ta  which  ha 

as,  and  was  of  a  reputable  faniilj. 

The  resolution  was  negatived  by  the  commit- 

0—49  to  81. 

The  oomnuttee  rose  and  reported  the  resoln* 
tion,  which  report  the  House  agreed  now  to 
oontideiv-afea  67. 
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ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 

DivStioit  Iff  tkt  ladiana  Ttrriterf. 


The  qnestioii  of  ocmcnrrence  with  the  com~ 
mitteo  ia  their  disagreement  to  the  resolation, 
vas  decided  hj  jeas  and  najs,  60  to  S4 

Oa  motion,  th«  Hoose  ui|joarned. 

Ttmdat,  December  30. 
A  neir  member,  to  wit,  JosEpn  Stost,  re- 
turoed  to  serve  in  this  House,  as  a  member  for 
the  State  of  Massachnsetla,  in  the  room  of  Jttoob 
Growniuahield,  deceased,  appeared,  prodnoed 
his  credentials,  was  qnaMed,  and  took  his  seat 
in  the  House. 


Wedbisdat,  I>ecember  81. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  J.  Uontooiukt,  the  Honse 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  roaking  compensation  to  Z.  IL  Pike 
and  his  oompanioos. 

[The  Srst  section  of  this  bill  granta  to  Oaptain 
Pike  and  his  oompanions  a  certain  qaaotitr  of 
land.  The  second  section  allows  them  double 
paj  during  the  time  ther  were  engaged  in  es- 
pkiring  the  wertern  oonntry.] 

Mr.  Stantobd  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill;  which  was  negatived — S8 
to  88. 

The  second  section  was  stricken  ont — tS  to 
80. 

A  oon^derable  debate  took  place  on  this  bill, 
in  which  Menra.  Montoombbt,  Lton  and  Ar- 
BXUTDEn  supported  the  bDI,  and  Messrs.  Ma- 
con, DcBBLL,  Stahtord  and  Taluudgi  op- 
posed it 

The  bill  being  gone  throngh,  was  reported  to 
the  House. 

Sathbdat,  Deoember  81. 
Diviticn  <^  Ihs  Indiana  Ttrrittirj/. 
Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  thirteenth  instant,  to  inqaire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  dividing  tiie  Indiana  Territory, 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and 
committed  to  a  Oommitt«e  of  the  Whole  on 
Mondaj  next.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

That,  t?  tba  fifth  articls  of  the  ordinancg  of  Cod- 
gnu  ftff  Uie  governmBDt  of  the  Twritory  of  the  Un[t- 
ed  Stktaa  Northfreit  of  the  river  Ohio,  it  i«  stipulatail 
that  thera  ahall  be  fbnoed  la  the  Mid  Teiribny  no 
len  Ana  tbree,  nor  mcne  than  five  Stata*  ;  ud  the 
boondaiiaa  of  the  States,  u  kmui  m  Virginia  ihall  al- 
ter her  act  cS  oeuioD,  aiid  oonnnt  to  the  same,  ihill 
become  fii«d  and  eMabliahed,  ai  followi : 

The  Weilem  State  ahaU  ba  bonaded  by  the  Vm- 
muippi,  the  Ohio,  and  Wabuh  riven ;  a  direct  line 
drawn  from  the  Wabash  and  Poit  Tincennei,  dne 
north,  to  the  Territorial  line  between  the  United 
SUtes  and  Canada,  and  by  the  eud  Territorial  line 
to  the  lAka  of  the  Woodi  and  Mianetipin. 

The  middle  State  ■ball  be  botuided  by  the  ^d 
direct  line,  the  Wabaah,  from  Port  Tincennai,  to  the 
Ohio ;  by  the  Ohio,  by  a  direct  line  drawn  dne  north 
ftom  the  month  of  the  Great  Miami,  to  the  wid  Ter-  ' 
ritorial  line,  and  by  the  eaid  Territorial  Hne. 


[DnxMBo,  ISOEl 

The  Esnem  State  shall  be  boandad  by  iha  li^ 
mentioiied  direct  line,  the  Ohio,  Peuniylmna,  lod 
the  Hud  Territorial  line:  PnntiJed,  ionnvr,  and  it  ii 
farther  onderstood  and  declaiwl,  that  the  boiuidviei 
of  iheHi  thma  Slates  diall  beai^ject  eobrlobeal- 
tcred,  that  if  Congrew  ihall  hoeaAer  Snd  it  eqiedi- 
ent,  thn  ahaU  have  anthorl^  to  form  «Di  or  twe 
Slatee  In  that  part  of  the  said  Territoy  wUeb  Ee* 
north  of  ao  eaM  and  wwt  lioe  drawn  thro^  Oe 
HHitheriy  band  or  extreme  of  Lake  MJ^T^'g*"  And 
whenever  any  of  the  nid  State*  ahaD  have  tiitj 

.1. >  ^..  r  ..,.!......  ..       in,  nmh  Slate  >h«l]  be 

I  the  Cm^reHd'  fte 


admitted  by  its  delegate*  ii 


hna  a  pennaoBiit  eoMtitnfem  and  State  Goho- 
meat:  Avrvjed;  the  cMUtitatiaa  and  govenmeatn 
to  be  foimed  iball  be  rapoblioan,  and  In  cedbcmlty 
to  the  ptisciplai  ooatyned  in  thnan  aiticlea;  ind,  > 
fu  as  it  can  be  immiiliiiil  wiA  Itia  gsBMil  inteMt 
of  the  Confederacy,  snoh  ad^adoB  ataall  beiUewad 
at  auaarliar  period,  and  wbeo  there  shall  Ixakat 
nomber  of  ixee  inhahitante  in  the  State  thaa  lix^ 


By  the  afoteaaid  article,  it  ^>pean  to  ymr  cca- 
mittee  that  the  line  fixed  as  the  boondaiy  of  the  StiM 
to  be  formed  in  the  Indiana  Teriitoi;  is  anahertbk, 

cation,  which  the  Wabash  aScnds  between  du  east- 
en  and  western  portion  of  said  TeniMoj,  added  to 
the  iride  extent  of  wildenwsseonDtiyiriijehKpanta 
the  population  in  eaoh,  constitaM  nasoiu  in  fsrot  of 
a  divisuia,  foonded  on  the  soondest  pdioy,  and  oco- 
formable  with  the  natnnd  dtoatioa  cf  the  comliT. 
The  vast  diataoce  &om  the  setllenwnts  <'  the  W>l>*u 
to  the  preaent  seat  oC  Teiritoria]  goTsmment,  rendBii 
the  admizustratum  of  justly  bordenjome  and  eipeo- 
dve  to  Ibem  in  the  highest  degree.  The  nperica 
oODTti  i£  the  Territory  are,  by  law,  establiihed  at 
Vinoennes ;  at  whiah  place  niitoTS,  residing  in  eniy 
part  of  the  Terntoiy,  are  compelled  Co  attend  with 
their  witDessea,  which,  to  those  vdio  reside  wsat  of 
the  Wabash,  amoonts  almost  to  a  total  denial  of  joa- 
tice.  The  great  diffioul^  of  travelling  Ihioagb  n 
extenaive  and  loathsome  wilderness,  tba  wantcllbgd 
and  other  necessaiy  accommodations  en  the  res^ 
often  presents  an  insnrmoimtabla  barrier  to  tbt  ■>- 
tendance  of  witnesses ;  and,  even  when  their  sUaad- 
ance  is  obtained,  the  accnmulated  expanse  of  pHW- 
cnUng  salts  where  the  evidence  is  at  so  renoi*  * 
distance,  is  a  canse  of  mnch  embairassment  to  a  <liie 
and  impartial  diitrilration  of  justice,  and  a  proper  ei- 
ecation  of  the  Iswa  for  the  redresa  of  private  nrcgL 
In  addition  to  the  above  conaideiations,  yonr  cooi- 
mictae  conceive  that  the  scatteivd  sitnatiou  of  the 
settlements  over  this  extenuve  TenibMy  cannot  liil 
to  enervate  the  powers  of  the  Kieentive,  and  rendet 
it  almoat  impossible  to  keep  that  put  of  ^  Gonta- 

It  Inrther  appears  to  yonr  committee^  that  a  ^n- 
sion  of  the  said  Territoiy  will  become  a  matter  cf 
right  under  the  afwesaid  arttcle  of  the  ordinsooa, 
whenever  the  General  Government  shii  eatabUsi 
therein  a  State  Government ;  and  the  numerooa  ia- 
conveniencea  iridch  wonld  be  removed  by  an  imms- 
diate  aeparatimi,  would  have  a  direct  tendency  to  eD- 
ooorage  and  aooeloate  migration  to  eaoh  dittriot,  Bin 
thereby  ^ve  addi^nal  strength  and  Bscmity  to  thoas 
oDtposta  of  the  United  Statos  exposed  to  the  inrosdt 
~  savage  cei^bor,  on  whose  friendly  di^OMlion' 
'   -"nee  can  be  placed. 
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Inr  oommittM  have  no  ont«n  data  on  wliieh  to 
iMrlilii  Iba  taaiAti  of  lulialiituiti  in  each  Becdon 
rffte  TmitofT ;  bnt,  irom  the  moM  aoomste  Inlbr- 
BMiDB  tlwj  an  enabled  tooollect,  it  appear)  that 
«••  it  Ibt  Wabaah  tbate  ara  about  the  utunbar  of 
dma  thosaad,  and  out  of  laid  river  about  the 
nmbeT  of  HTBMeen  thooiand,  and  that  the  popula- 
te if  eich  nctian  is  in  a  itate  of  rapid  iucreaaa. 

Tni  committee,  after  matnrdj  eounderiiiK  thit 
ad^pct,  ue  of  iqiiiuon  that  tliei«  eiiite  but  one  ob- 
iMtioD  to  tbe  establiilunent  of  a  eeparate  Territorial 
Goienmant  weit  of  the  river  Waluth,  and  that  oV 
Jedtoe  !■  hiMd  on  the  additjonal  eipeoae  whicb 
raid,  [g  «oii«BqueDoe  thereof,  be  incaned  bj  'Ait 
.OenrDaat  of  dM  United  States.  But,  it  ii  also 
mdif  of  ohnrntlaB,  that  the  inennaed  rahu  of 
A)  peblio  land*  in  each  dirtriot,  anting  ttnta  Ae 
pAKc  notrtntloBa  which  vould  be  permanentij  fixed 
a  adi,  to  ccmnM  widi  the  oouTenience  of  the  in- 
loMtiiit^  and  uw  angmentation  of  emigTanb^  all  of 
*iBa  aM  become  immediate  pnrchuan  of  theie 
hnd^  Tseld  &r  ameed  the  amount  of  expenditim 
inaliKld  bj  tbe  oontomplated  temporarj  govem- 


9,  bring  otmTinced  that  it  ii 
the  eidi  of  a  large  maj(«^  of  the  eilii*iu  of  the 
'  nid  Temtorr  that  &  Mparstion  the[«of  ibonld  take 
I  {lice,  d«(m  it  ainn  joat  and  nn  policj'  to  grant 
I  kna7ponioa  of  the  people  (^tbe  Union  that  form 
[  of  ggro'ament  whioh  ia  the  ol^t  of  their  wiifaei, 
I  In  B0(  hKotDpatibla  with  tbe  conititDtion  of  tbe 
I  IUbJ  Slile%  nor  rabreiiive  of  tfaeii  aUi^aiioe  to 
i  tbieliOHl  tcmaiigpXj. 
:   _Y«rMaiiiiittee,«wrefM«,tnpeotf<ilt7aDbmitthe 


loolnd,  That  it  U  expedient  to  divide  the  Indi- 
I  «  Tetntoij,  and  to  eMabliih  a  eeparate  Territorial 
!  fineniHBt  w«rt  of  the  lirer  Wabiuh,  aneeabl;  to 
I  fct(£naiHefcTthe  xoreramentof  theTaiTitorf  of 
it  Uiittd  StatM  northwett  of  tlie  riTer  Ohio,  pou- 
\  eioatkelSthdayof  July,  1787. 

Hr,  Thous,  from  th«  laine  committee,  pre- 
■Bled  I  bill  for  dividing  the  lodiana  Territarj 
Bile  two  aqMtrato  ^vemmenta ;  which  was  read 
trioe  tnd  ccmmitted  to  ft  OommiUee  of  tlie 
irU«  on  Vondftj  next. 

A  motion  irsB  made  bj  Mr.  Wtsn,  tliat  when 
tbii  HooN  B^Jonrna,  It  will  s^oam  nntil  Tnes- 
j^ morning,  eleren  o'clock:  And  the  qaeBtion 
Mg  taken  thereapon,  it  was  resolved  in  the 

■flinurJ.....     g(^  nay  46, 


IfeiRDAT,  Jannarj  9,  1800. 
,     inotlier  member,  to  wit,  Johm  Bowak,  from 
[  untoekj,  kmieared,  and  took  lile  seat  in  the 

l&nn. 

I  Hu  noendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  biQ 
MtfrontheEonse  for  employingan  additional 
>|^>«r  of  teamen  and  marines,  were  taken  op. 
^  meDdments  propose  the  immediate  arm- 
■(■unning,  Ac,  all  the  armed  Teeseb  of  the 
VttedSUt^] 

llr.  C  W.  O^ifPBnx  ezpresied  a  hope  tbat 
■a  BoQW  wonU  diaagree  to  the  amenomenta. 
iw  Piesdent  waa  alreadj  anttaorized  b;  law 
Id  fit  oat  these  Teasels,  whenever,  in  hie  opinion, 


expense  which  wonld  attend  Uiem  was  a  strS- 
cient  ar^ment  against  it,  if  no  nrgent  occasion 
existed  for  their  servioe,  wfatoh  he  believed  did 


of  one  kind  or  other ;  and  it  wonld  take  six 
months  at  least  to  prepare  all  our  sbipe  for  set^ 
vice.  At  present  thej  were  rotting  in  the 
docks.  If  It  were  never  intended  to  nse  thran, 
it  woald  be  better  to  bnm  thera  at  once  tiian 
to  soffer  tbem  to  remain  in  their  present  sitna- 
tion.  He  believed  if  out  at  sea  they  might  be 
naeftil  and  wonld  be  well  employed.  Whj 
keep  them  np  at  this  place,  whence  thej  oonld 
not  get  ont  of  the  river  perhaps  in  three  wedg 
or  a  month!  He  believed  that  a  naval  foroe 
wonld  form  the  most  effectaal  prot«ctjon  to  onr 
seaporla  that  conld  be  devised.  Part  of  our 
little  navy  was  suffered  to  rot  In  tbe  docks,  and 
the  other  part  was  soarcely  able  to  keep  the 
ocean.  Conld  not  a  single  foreign  fHgaEe  enter 
abnoBt  any  of  onr  harbore  now  and  batter  down 
our  towns  t  Conld  not  even  a  single  gnnboat 
sweep  some  of  them  I    Mr.  S.  s^d  he  oonld  not 


iyie  the  etrength  of  the  nation  hj  keeping  n 
our  naval  force,  and  now  In  particular,  when 
many  of  onr  nadve  seamen  (and  he  was  sorry 
to  say  that  from  his  own  knowledge  he  spoke 
it)  were  starving  in  onr  ports.  Mr.  8.  enumer- 
ated some  of  tbe  advantages  which  this  oonntry 
poBseKed  in  relation  to  naval  force.  For  everjr 
ship  which  we  employed  on  onr  ooasta,  he  said, 
any  foreign  nation  must  incnr  a  double  eipenso 
to  be  able  to  cope  with  as.  The  truth  was, 
that  gentlemen  well  versed  in  the  snl^ect,  had 
calcnlat«d  that  it  wonld  reqaire,  for  a  fleet  com- 
petent to  reelst  sQch  a  navid  force  as  the  United 
States  mwht  withonC  difficulty  provide,  four  or 
five  hnndred  transport  ships  to  sappiy  tbem 
with  provinonFL  the  expense  of  which  alone 
wonld  be  formidable  as  a  ooerdve  argnmant  to 
Oreat  Britain.  He  wished  it  to  be  shown, 
however  small  onr  naval  force,  that  we  do  not 
nndervalne  it,  or  underrate  the  courage  and 
ability  of  oar  seamen. 

Mr.  Coox  followed  Mr.  Stobt  on  the  same 
ride  of  the  question.  He  compared  the  nation 
to  a  fortress  on  wbicb  an  attack  was  made,  and 
tbe  garrison  of  which,  instead  of  goarding  the 
portal,  ran  upon  the  battlementa  to  seonre  every 
email  aperture.  He  thouriit  th^  attenlioil 
ehoold  first  be  directed  to  t£e  gates,  and  that  a 
naval  force  wonld  be  the  moat  efficient  defence 
for  onr  porta. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Shilix  said  that  raising  a  naval  force  for 
the  purpose  of  resisting  Great  Britain,  would 
be  attacking  her  on  her  strong  ground.  If  we 
were  to  have  a  war  with  her  on  the  ocean,  it 
could  only  be  carried  on  by  distressing  her 
trade.    Neither  did  he  believe  that  these  vessels  ' 
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of  war  would  be  of  aoy  effect  u  «  defence. 
Tbej  did  not  conatitnte  the  defeuM  on  wliieh 
he  fvoold  Tel7.  If  we  had  a  navj,  it  would 
form  the  atrongeat  tamptatioa  for  attack  upon 
OUT  porta  and  harbors.  If  Denmark  had  pov- 
aoaaed  no  navj,  Copenhagen  wotild  never  have 
hoMt  attacked.  The  only  way  la  which  we 
oonld  canv  on  a  war  on  the  ooean  to  advantage, 
Mr.  8.  said,  would  be  hj  our  enterprinng  oiti- 
nna  gtring  them  aamdent  eooonragement. 
■Were  we  to  employ  a  naval  force  in  case  of 
war,  it  woold  bat  ntraiah  oar  enemy  wiUi  an 
addition  to  her  navy.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  dieagree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
and  appoint  a  committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  DiXA  aaid  that  the  ajnendments  aent 
from  the  Senate  preaentcd  a  queetion  of  no 
small  im^rtance  to  the  nation.  Without  ei- 
presaing  any  opinion  on  the  qnestjon,  it  ai^>eared 
to  him  to  be  at  least  of  sufficient  importance  to 
be  diacnseed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Com* 
ing  from  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
and  being  ao  int«restiiig  U>  the  nation,  he  wished 
that  it  might  be  discnaaed  fairly  and  ihlly ;  and, 
therefore  moved  a  referenoe  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Messrs.  DAKA,Tai£i£ADOs,  utd  &tobt,  urged 
a  reference  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
account  of  the  great  importance  of  the  subject, 
on  which  a  ftm  discnsaion  would  be  proper; 
and  lleaara.  Kadon,  G.  W.  Campbell,  and  Uoi^ 
I.UID  opposed  it,  becauae  the  Beamen  proposed 
by  the  original  bill  were  now  wanted,  and  the 
Butyect  of  the  amendment  was  already  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  a  distinct  bill. 
Uotionloat,  fiStoSS. 

Mr.  Macon  observed,  that  the  immediate  ex- 

rise  of  this  arrangement,  if  agreed  to,  would 
at  least  five  or  six  millions  of  dollars,  and 
but  fbnr  hundred  thonaand  were  ^propnated 
by  the  bilL  When  he  compared  this  bill  with 
the  report  of  a  select  committee  made  to  the 
House  of  Kepreaentattvea,  he  said  he  was  as- 
toniahed.  A  part  of  that  report  waa  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Havy,  in  whidi  the 
very  number  (two  thousand)  contained  in  the 
InU  as  it  went  fitim  this  House,  was  desired. 
Mr.  M.  adverted  to  the  observation  of  Mr. 
Stobt,  that  it  would  cost  Qreat  Britain  aa  much 
.to  keep  one  frigate  aa  it  would  coat  ne  to  keep 
iavo.  He  thought  the  expense  wonld  be  about 
equal.  The  expense  of  the  transportation  of 
■rovisions  would  be  oounterbalanced  by  the 
difference  of  expense  between  the  pay  of  the 
3ritiah  and  American  seamen,  the  latter  being 
double  of  the  fbrmer  generally.  He  objected 
io  this  bill  from  the  Senate  becauae  no  estimate 
accompanied  it.  He  thought  they  wonld  go 
&r  enough  if  .they  gave  the  departments  ali  that 
they  asked.  This  House  had  indeed  as  much 
right  to  judge  of  the  foroe  requisite,  as  any 
o&er  department;  but  he  did  not  wish  to  be 
called  upon  to  supply  a  deficit  in  (he  appropria- 
tion, wliicb  never  failed  to  occur  even  in  the 
ordinary  apprtfiriations  ft>r  the  Navy  Depwt- 
'  ment    Giro  the  foar  hundred  thousand  dollars 


asked  for,  and  the  deficit  in  the  appn^iriation 
will  be  at  least  ten  times  the  amoont  of  iia 
Bom  apprupriBted. 

Mr.  Cook  contended  strennonsly  in  Atot  d 
a  naval  force.  He  detailed  the  advsnti)^ 
which  wonld  accrue  to  the  nation  tiom  ■  f«v 
fast  Bailing  frigates.  He  said  they  were  enen- 
tially  necessary  to  de&oee.  He  expatiated  on 
the  difficulty  with  which  any  forwgn  power 
could  muntain  a  force  on  our  twast 

Mr.  HoLLiHD  did  not  profess  to  have  mnch 
knowledge  on  this  subject,  but  he  said  it  did 
not  require  much  to  overthrow  the  argumenti 
of  gentlemen  on  the  sulQecL  What  defenNa 
few  frigates  would  be  to  the  eiten^ve  ooi«t  of 
this  country,  he  could  not  miderstaod.  Then 
certainly  never  had  been  a  time  when  tlus 
country  should  rely  on  a  maritime  force  as  i 
soffident  proteotion.  Indeed,  he  said,  if  m 
had  fifteen  or  twenty  or  more  swl-of-the-Bne, 
he  should  hesitate  much  before  he  wonld  go  to 
war  with  Great  Britain,  because  these  wmrid 
undonbtedly  be  lost.  Our  power  of  coenioD 
was  not  on  the  ocean.  Great  Brit^  had  pos- 
seedons  on  this  continent  which  were  vslraUe 
to  her ;  they  were  in  the  power  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  way  to  coerce  her  to  respect  our 
righta  on  water,  wonld  be  attacking  tben  on 
land.  He  said  he  certainly  did  not  nndemhw 
the  disposition  and  proweaa  of  onr  HUneii; 
and  it  was  becanse  he  valned  them,  that  be  did 
not  wish  tbero  to  go  into  an  unequal  contest,  in 
which  they  must  certainly  yield.  Gentleiiufi 
mightunderstand  naval  matters;  bntitwuno 
reason  that  they  should  therefore  onderctcud 
the  efficiency  of  a  naval  force.  There  was  suffi- 
cient evidence  in  liistory  to  warn  the  Pnitrf 
States  agwnst  it. 

Mr.  Tbodp  said  he  rose  hut  for  the  pnrposo 


referred  chiefly  to  an  extract  of  a  letter  written 
to  himself  and  published  in  the  paper  of  to-dtij. 
[Mr.  T.  then  read  the  extract  which  appeared 
iu  the  National  Intelligencer  on  the  9th  iofittsC.] 
In  addition  to  these  facts,  letters  had  been  re- 
ceived, in  the  course  of  this  morning,  contM- 
ing  further  particulars,  which  he  b^ed  leaTO 
to  state  to  the  House.  Ailer  the  officer  (cem- 
mander  of  a  British  armed  vessel)  had  beei 
forced  on  board  his  veeael,  and  while  Lfint  in 
our  waters  and  within  our  jurisdiction,  he  aid 
fired  several  ahota  at  pilot-boala,  passing  sod 
repassing,  had  been  very  abusive,  and  threats- 
edthe  town  with  what  he  called  venaesncs; 
and,  in  addition  to  these  facts,  letters  had  readi- 
ed Savannah  from  Liverpool,  giving  sat is£act«T 
information  that  vessels  of  fifteen  or  twenlf 
guns  had  been  fitted  out  for  the  puip<«  <« 
uircing  a  cotton  trade  with  South  Carolina  *a^ 
Georgia.  This  information,  Mr.  T.  said,  cama 
from  unquestionable  authority.  And  it  t^ 
because  he  was  unwiJhug  tliat  the  people  ttHas 
country  should  longer  submit  to  the  abuse  of 
Britiah  naval  officers  ;  becauae  he  wasunwilliM 
that  they  should  be  exposed  to  the  insolence  u 
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tnrj  BritiHli  oommiBnoned  pappy  who  chose 
to  iamJt  lu;  becaose  he  was  aDwilliug  tb&t 
irmed  vessels  should  force  a  cotton  trade,  when 
(Toy  man  knew  that  nine-t«atlie  of  the  people 
itfGeoi^  would  treat  as  irtiton  the  vioUtors 
of  the  embai^ ;  it  was  for  this  reasoii  that  be 
¥U  disposed  to  vote  for  the  amendmenta  ft'om 
tlie  Senate  The  great  objection  which  had 
beta  taken  to  them  was  the  expense  which 
die;  would  produce.  Eoonomj,  Hr,  T.  raid, 
nt  a  good  tning  in  lime  of  peace ;  but  if  this 
coDtawted  spirit  of  economy  predominated  in 
our  war  conndla,  if  we  were  forced  into  a  war, 
■>  lielp  him  God,  he  would  rather  at  once  tame- 
tj  ntbmit  oar  honor  and  independence  than 
tmititBin  them  in  this  economical  way.  If  we 
net  to  war,  we  onght  not  to  adopt  little  meas- 
nret  fcr  the  purpose  of  exeooting  them  with 
litlle  means ;  neither  shonld  we  reAue  to  adopt 
great  measnres,  becaose  thej  could  not  be  exe- 
cuted bat  with  great  means.  It  was  verj  tree 
tint,  in  war  as  well  as  in  peace,  calculation  to  a 
emain  extent  was  neceasary ;  bnt,  if  they  once 
Kadred  on  an  object,  it  most  be  executed  at 
whatever  expense.  He  was  no  advocate  fur 
Aanding  armies  or  navie^  generally  speaking ; 
bot,  in  lUsoharKing  his  duties  here,  be  mtist  be 
(DTttned  by  the  oircDmstaucee  of  every  case 
Thich  presented  itself  for  his  decision,  and  then 
Mk  bimseU^  Is  it  wise,  poLtIo,  and  prudent,  to 
dothisor  omit  thatl  He  said  be  woald  never 
go  back  to  yeelerdsy  to  discover  what  he  hod 
tboi  Bud  or  done,  in  order  to  ascertain  what  he 
dnild  DOW  do  or  say.  Political  oondnct  mnst 
depend  on  cirenmstanees.  What  was  right  yes- 
terday might  be  wrong  to-day.  Nay,  what  was 
right  at  the  moment  be  rose  to  address  the 
Boose,  might,  ere  this,  be  palpably  wrong. 
GoodiKt  depended  on  events,  which  depended 
on  the  folly  or  cqirice  of  men ;  and,  as  they 
c^BDged,  events  would  change.  It  might  have 
been  a  good  doctrine  long  ago  that  this  coun- 
try on^t  to  have  a  navy  competent  to  cope 
■1th  a  detacliment  of  the  British  navy ;  it  mi^ht 
We  been  good  doctrine  then,  bnt  was  locking 
4)cttine  now. 

At  that  time  En^nd  had  to  contend  with 
de  navies  of  Rnssi^  Denmark,  France,  Holland, 
^■ain,  Ac  Now  England  was  sole  mistress  of 
IM  ocean.  To  figbt  her  ship  to  ship  and  man 
la  nan,  and  it  was  imposdble  that  gentlemen 
•Bold  think  of  fighting  her  otherwise,  if  they 
fn^t  her  at  all,  we  mnstbnild  ap  a  huge  navy 
K  an  immense  expense.  We  must  determine  to 
bsccme  leas  agricnltoral  and  more  commercial ; 
to  iaenr  s  debt  of  five  hundred  or  a  tbonsand 
■nUion  of  dollars,  and  all  the  loans  and  taxes 
<twidant  on  snch  a  system,  and  all  the  oorrup- 
fioa  attendant  on  tbem.  He  should  as  soon 
4M[  td  embarking  an  hundred  tbonsand  men 
fetbepnrpose  of  attacking  France  at  her  threeh- 
M,  as  ot  bnijding  so  many  ships  to  oppose 
t»  Britiab  navy.  It  was  out  of  the  question ; 
■a  ndonal  man  could  think  of  it.  Bot  tliat 
was  not  now  the  question.  It  was,  whether 
woald  e«U  into  actoal  service  the  little  navy 


was  not  even  a  question  whether 
would  have  a  navy  at  all  or  not  If  that 
:e  the  question,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  say 
thoteven  our  present  political  condition  required 
a  navy  to  a  certain  extent,  to  protect  onr  com- 
merce sg^nst  the  Barbary  Powers  in  peace, 
and  in  time  of  war  for  convoys  to  our  merchant- 
He  only  meant  a  few  fiMt-sailing  frigates, 
BQcb  a  navy  as.we  have  at  present,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  harassing  the  commerce  of  onr  enemies 
also.  Ho  therefore  thought  our  present  naval 
force  ought  to  be  pnt  in  service.  As  far  as  the 
appropriation  (|*00,000)  would  go,  it  would  be 
employed  ;  bnt  if  Oongress  shonld  hereafter  see 
cause  to  countermand  or  delay  the  preparation, 
they  would  have  it  in  tbeir  power  to  do  so  by 
refusing  8  farther  appropriation, 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLUiUs  said  it  was  his  misfor- 
tune to  differ  with  gentlemen  npon  all  points 
on  the  subject  of  the  navy.  He  wss  opposed  to 
it  ikim  item  to  stem ;  and  gentlemen  who  at- 
tempted to  argue  in  favor  (d*  it  as  a  matter  of 
necesraty,  involved  themselves  in  ahsurditiee 
they  were  not  aware  of.  When  money  had 
been  appropriated  for  fortifications,  there  had 
been  no  intimation  that  it  would  be  necessary 
to  prop  tbem  up  with  a  nsvol  force.  If  our 
towns  could  not  be  defended  by  fortificationa, 
he  asked,  wonld  ten  frigates  defend  them!  The 
gentleman  from  Massacbosetts  (Mr.  Btokt)  had 
even  gone  so  far  as  to  say  that  a  single  gunboat 
could  sweep  one-half  of  our  harbors.  If  a  sin- 
gle gunboat  conid  now  sweep  most  of  our  har- 
bors, Mr.  W,  said  he  should  hke  to  know  what 
eleven  hundred  and  thirty  Teasels  of  war  conld 
do,  even  when  opposed  by  our  whole  force  of 
ten  frigates!  The  genUeman  from  Haesachu- 
setta  hod  said  it  would  be  cheaper  to  keep  these 
vessels  in  actual  service  than  in  their  present 
situation,  tlr.  W.  said  he  supposed  that  the 
gentlemen  meant  that  they  would  rot  &st«r  in 
Uieir  present  situation  than  if  they  were  at  sea. 
He  said  he  was  for  keeping  tbem  where  they 
were,  and  would  rather  contributeto  place  them 
in  a  sitaation  where  tiiey  would  rot  faster.  ]^. 
W.  oombated  the  orgnments  that  employing  the 
navy  would  afford  rdief  to  our  seamen,  and  that 
the  maintaining  a  navy  on  onr  coast  would  be 
more  expensive  to  an  European  power  than  the 
snpport  of  a  larger  novol  force  by  us.  And  he 
sud  weshoaldnever  be  able  to  man  any  conrid- 
erttble  fleet  except  the  constitution  were  amended 
to  permit  impressments,  following  the  example 
of  Great  Britain. 

The  gentleman  fromMasBiichuBetts(Ur.  Stobt) 
had  said  that  except  we  begmi  with  this  bill, 
and  got  his  fast-sailing  frigates,  we  should  never 
r^^n  our  rights.  If  that  were  reellv  the  cose, 
Mr.  W.  said  he  was  ready  to  abandon  them. 
He  conudered  that  the  sort  of  msint«nance  of 
onr  rights  adverted  to  by  the  gentieman  ^m 
Masaacbasetts,  would  be  deetruotive  to  those 
rights.  QenUemen  must  have  forgotten  that 
when  Hamburg  was  in  the  greatest  state  of 
prosperity,  she  did  not  possess  even  a  ringle 
gunboat,    Why  I  there  was  not  wealth  enoagh 
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in  this  whole  natiaii,  if  every  one  were  to  carry 
liis  all,  thns  to  maintain  onr  rigbta  against  the 
navy  of  Greftt  Britun.  If  we  were  (sanied  into 
t  war,  and  every  thing  really  seemed  to  be 
tending  that  way,  we  mnat  rely  npon  the  en- 
terprise of  onr  dtizens ;  and  that,  when  get  at 
liberty,  would  be  found  more  desperate  than 
'the  navy  of  any  oonntry.  When  we  arrived  at 
tbe  end  of  the  Bevolntionary  war  we  bad  but 
one  trig&te,  and  tbe  be»t  thing  we  ever  did  waa 
to  five  that  one  away.  The  State  of  South 
Carolina  had  not  yet  got  clear  of  the  corse. 
She  embarked  one  fHgate  in  the  general  strog- 

Sle,  and  she  bad  not  rid  herself  of  the  debts 
icnrred  by  it  yet.  Private  enterpme  most  be 
depended  npon.  The  people  from  the  Eaat- 
ward  had  BAown  in  tlie  last  war  what  they 
would  do.  When  vesaela  were  loaded  with 
BQgar  they  would  fight  like  ball-dogs  for  it  He 
recollected  a  story,  be  said,  of  one  of  oar  priva- 
teers being  beat  offby  a  Jamaica  man,  whom  they 
attacked.  The  captain  not  liking  to  lose  the 
prize,  and  finding  his  crew  disbeartened,  told 
them  she  waa  Aill  of  sngar.  "  Is  she  t"  said 
they,  "by  Q— d ;  let  ns  at  them  Sgwn."  They 
Bcaroely  ever  failed  in  tlieir  enterprises. 

In  allusion  to  the  case  at  Savannah,  Mr.  W. 
regretted  that  an  tnsnlt  should  be  ofifered  to  the 
people  of  the  oonntry.  The  insult  at  Savannah 
had  by  this  time  been  redressed,  he  had  no 
doubt  He  had  do  information  to  induce  him 
to  believe  so,  bnt  the  knowledge  that  the  sloop- 
of-war  Hornet  was  etatioDed  off  Oharlestou,  and 
of  coarse  cmised  near  tbe  place.  Tbe  Hornet 
was  perfectly  adeqoate  to  drive  any  vessel  of 
twenty  guns  ont  of  our  waters  She  waa  one 
of  the  best  vessels  of  tbe  United  States,  and  as 
well  officered  as  any.  [Mr.  Tboup  oDserved 
that  the  Hornet  was  olT  Charleston.  Now,  he 
wanted  a  fiigate  at  Savannah.]  Hr.  W.  said 
that  Savannui  was  the  very  place  where  gun- 
boats would  be  perfectly  effectaaL  He  meant 
to  make  no  refiection  against  the  proposer  of 
the  ganboat  system,  bnt  he  did  againat  thoee 
who  bad  only  given  one-half  of  the  system,  and 
omitted  the  other — the  marine  militia.  And 
now,  when  an  attaolc  was  menaced  at  Savannah, 


ambargo  Uw,  Mr.  W.  said  it  wooJd  not  be  evad- 
ed. The  evadera  wonld  be  considered  as 
trtutore — aa  tbe  -worst  of  traitors.  As  to  pre- 
paring a  force  for  the  protection  of  navigation, 
the  gentleman  from  Geoivia  must  well  know 
that  the  whole  revenne  of  the  United  States 
wonld  not  be  competent  to  maintain  a  sufficient 
number  of  vessels  to  convoy  our  merchantmen. 

Mr.  W.  conclnded  by  saying,  that  he  wished 
the  nation  to  be  protected,  and  its  wrongs  to  be 
redressed;  bat  when  be  reflected  that  at  Castine 
the  soil  had  been  moot  abominably  violated,  ha 
oonld  not  view  the  insults  in  our  waters  as 
being  equal  to  it ;  ibr,  said  be,  tonch  the  eoil 
and  yon  tonch  the  life-blood  of  every  man  in  it. 

Ur.  DvBSLL  considered  the  present  sabject  as 
one  of  the  most  important  which  had  been  in- 


trodaced  at  this  session.  It  would  indeed  be 
difficult  to  reaeon  gentlemea  into  h  modificiliDn 
of  a  principle  to  which  they  were  oj^xncd 
thranghout;  bnt  be  trusted  that  QiisEoasevH 
not  generally  so  disposed.  He  believed  thst  s 
large  majority  of  the  Honse  were  at  the  pv- 
ent  moment  in  fovor  of  embargo  at  wir,  becson 
tbe  Hoose  had  been  so  distinctly  told  by  teem- 
mittee  on  our  foreign  relatioa^  that  tbers  wm 
no  alternative  bnt  submission;  and  almost  every 
gentleman  who  had  the  honOT  of  a  test  wi^ 
Hieee  walls,  had  comndtted  himMlf  on  Ae  nb- 
ject,  either  to  persevere  in  the  embargo  or  re- 
SMltowar.  Whatwonldbetbeolyectofairvt 
Not  the  right  of  the  so3,  not  onr  teniCwiil 
limits,  bnt  the  right  of  navigating  the  ocoil 
Were  we  to  redrew  those  wronp,  Qiose  ccm- 
mercial  injories,  on  the  land  t  Not  aJtegetber, 
he  conceived.  Wonld  it  be  good  policy,  be 
asked,  toletonr  means  of  carrying  on  virin 
the  ocean  rot  in  onr  docks,  and  not  make  UN  rf 
them  t  These  veoeels  wodM  also  be  Qwftil  es  i 
defence.  Why  then  should  they  not  be  nmuied 
and  put  in  readincM  for  aervioel  It  waa  aril 
that  we  coold  not  oope  vrith  the  &itish  utj'. 
Ifr.  D.  said  this  argDment  proved  too  mait,!! 
it  proved  any  Uiing.  If  be  md  not  feel  perfeeliy 
comfortable  in  a  oud  day,  ahoold  be  thercAn 
divest  himself  of  nllclothing?  Whysend  dM 
tbe  sloop  of  war  Hornet^  alluded  to  by  the 
sentleman  last  up — why  rely  upon  it  for  i»- 
dressing  the  insult  at  Savannah,  if  naval  fem 
was  useless!  It  was  no  reason,  becanse  Gn«t 
Britain  hod  more  veesela  than  we,  tbtt  ve 
should  not  use  what  we  had.  Indeed,  thoe 
gentlemen  who  objected  to  naval  force,  tpffai- 
ed  to  be  mostly  from  the  intfirior,  and  of  coniw 
could  not  properly  estimate  its  value. 

Mr.  Sawtkb  waa  wboUy  opposed  to  the 
amendments  from  the  Senate.  The  otgeetion 
t«  this  particular  increase  of  naval  foroe  on  tbe 
score  ut  expense,  was  not  to  be  disr^arded. 
He  called  tbe  attention  of  gentlemen  to  dt 
state  of  the  Treasury.  The  expense  aiOattjy 
tern  would  I>e  three  millions ;  and  when  toe 
snm  was  added  to  other  sums  which  would  te 
requisite  if  measures  now  pending  were  adopted, 
,  it  would  render  it  neoeesarj  for  CongrsB  »* 
to  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  posteri^. 
The  expedient  of  direct  taxation  would  n<A  be 
reeorted  to.  It  had  already  been  the  daO- 
blow  to  the  political  ezistence  of  one  Adndm^ 
tration.  This  Government,  he  said,  was  fbuu- 
ed  on  public  opinion,  and  whenever  tbe  •pF'^ 
bation  of  the  people  waa  withdrawn,  fno 
whatever  cansck  the  whole  snpwsttnctare  nnd 
fell. 

Mr.  B.  dwelt  at  some  length  on  the  (Dstdnn- 
tage  of  loans.  He  siud,  if  this  notion  wss  des- 
tined to  raise  a  navy  for  the  protection  (rfoxs- 
merce,  it  should  have  begun  earlier,  in  the  yev 
1793,  when  such  outrageous  violations  bad  beffi 
committed  on  onr  commerce.  The  eipeaie  <■ 
such  an  establishment  wonld  have  for  exceeded 
the  amount  in  value  of  oaptnrea  made  siow  tbtt 
period.  He  oondnded,  from  a  nnmber  of  obss- 
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Tiiioiu  wbich  he  made  on  this  aDlyect,  that,  on 
tbB  teore  of  the  protection  of  trade,  it  would  not 
ba  proper  to  fit  out  a  nary.  Thia  proposition, 
be  Hud,  iroa  the  mere  entering-wedge.  The 
qrstem  was  either  nnneaeflsar;',  or  would  be 
vhollj  ftitile  in  practice.  Oar  seamen  wonld 
cut  OS  at  least  donble  of  what  is  the  eipense  of 
her  teamen  to  Great  Britain ;  and  it  reqnirod 
ber  nbnost  ezertionB  to  pay  the  interest  of  the 
eBormona  debt  whb  vhioh  her  onwieldy  navj 
htd  raddled  her.  He  therefore  certainly  Uioaght 
U*t  an  attempt  to  Justify  it  on  the  score  of 
profit  wonld  not  encceed.  He  deprecated  the 
txtcnrion  of  Exeeative  patrons^e,  which  wonld 
TOFuIt  from  an  increase  of  the  Naval  EEtabllsh- 
ment  Need  he  go  back,  be  asked,  to  the  time 
when  the  blAok  cockade  was  neoesaary,  in  some 
pvta  of  th«  coontiT,  to  secure  a  man  from  in- 
nlt  frgo)  the  officers  of  the  navy  t  He  wished 
to  fimit  tb«  EiecntiTe  patronage ;  to  adhere 
clmtty  to  the  mszims  of  onr  forefathers.  By 
seading  oat  a  navy,  too,  be  said,  we  should 
nhinte«'  to  sopport  the  aaoundency  of  the 
Britiaii  navy,  become  the  mere  Jackals  of  the 
&ttish  lion.  Mr.  8.  went  at  some  length  into 
n  examination  of  the  former  Administration 
ia  relation  to  a  navy.  There  was  nothing,  he 
otaerred,  in  the  nature  of  onr  Government^  or 
of  our  f<n«ign  relationa,  to  require  a  navy.  If 
ve  eoold  not  carry  on  foreign  commerce  with- 
out a  navj,  he  wished  to  have  less  of  it  and 
Bore  of  internal  oommeroe,  of  that  commerce 
which  the  lutoral  advantages  of  the  country 
wonld  Bopport  between  different  parts  of  it.  If 
TO  wen  to  build  a  navy  for  the  protection  of 
ftcBgn  commerce,  we  uioold  throw  away  oar 
satual  advantages  for  the  sake  of  artificial 
cna.  Be  was  in  favor  of  the  embargo  at  pree- 
eaL  lliere  was  more  virtne  in  our  barrels  of 
floui  as  to  ooercion  than  ia  all  the  gnus  of 
vx  navy ;  and  we  had  lately  given  our  adver- 
■liei  a  BDpplementary  broadside,  which  he 
boned  would  tell  welL  Ur.  S.  stated  the  origin 
ma  progrcfls  of  naviea  at  some  length,  com- 
■niiiim  with  the  Bepnhlio  of  Genoa.  Onr 
(fairf  reliance  as  to  defence  most  be  on  our 
Mihlia.  So  little  did  Great  Britain  now  rely  on 
W  navy  tor  defence  of  her  soil,  that  she  had 
(■Bed  npoo  every  man  in  the  country  to  be  at 
b  poet,  if  danger  came.  Other  nations  might 
W  jgstified  in  ea[^rting  a  naval  force,  because 
tbej  had  oolonies  sepatiLted  from  them  by  the 
Ma,  with  whom  they  wwe  obUged  to  have 
■cans  of  intercooiBe,  bat  we  had  not  that 
wdegy  for  a  navy.  Ur.  8.  conclnded  his 
Wtervat'  ~  - 

^-id,  -  .,  ,      . 

kt,  as  it  was  late  in  the  day,  Ae  yielded  the 
lodr  to  mne  otlier  gentleman. 

Xr.  J.  G.  Jaoksos  said,  that  gentlemen  should 
lot  be  infioenoed,  in  discnasing  the  present 
piatiiiii.  bf  a  belief  that  they  were  now  dis- 
aaHng  the  propriety  of  raiang  a  naval  foroe 
&r  offsosiTe  pnrposea.  This  was  not  the  quee- 
liiin.  It  was  only  whether,  at  this  orisia,  the 
Huose  wonld  employ  a  little  force  &r  the  pur- 
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pose  of  redsting  attacks  made  on  onr  territory 
at  home.  The  gentleman  from  Sonth  Gtvoliua 
(Mr.  WiujAUa)  bad  said  that  on  attack  od  the 
soil  toaohed  the  life>blood  of  every  man  in  it 
Yes,  Hr.  J.  said,  it  did ;  whether  the  invasion 
was  on  oiv  junsdiction^  on  land  or  water,  it 
tonched  equally  the  life-blood  of  the  na- 
tion. He  wonld  as  soon  resist  an  attack  on 
our  territorial  jurisdiction  on  aea  as  on  land. 
It  mode  no  difference  with  him  whether  a  fbr- 
ei^  frigate  came  up  to  Jie  piles  of  Potomoo 
bridge  and  flrcd  over  into  the  town,  or  whether 
its  crew  came  on  shore  and  assaulted  us  with 
the  bayoDDt.  The  territon\  he  said,  was  equally 
invaded  in  either  case.  Were  we  not  to  resist 
Great  Britain  because  of  her  1,180  sail  of  armed 
vessels  I  This  would  amonnt  to  a  declaration 
that  we  mnst  succumb  to  her,  because  she  could 
at  any  Ume  send  a  squadron  snffident  to  destroy 
oar  naval  force  at  a  single  blow.  Thia  was  tlie 
tendency  of  the  argnment  Mr.  J.  sdd  it  wonld 
be  more  honorable  to  fight,  while  a  single  gnn 
could  be  fired,  notwithstanding  her  overwhdm- 
ing  force.  This  mode  of  reasoning  had  a  teed- 
ency  to  destroy  the  spirit  of  the  people.  He 
wonld  never  consent  to  orouoh  before  we  were 
conquered;  this  was  not  the  course  of  oor 
Revolntionary  patriots,  and  he  trusted  it  was 
one  which  we  should  not  follow.  He  would 
rather,  like  the  heroic  band  of  Leonidas,  perish 
in  the  combat,  althongb  the  force  of  the  enemy 
wss  irresistible,  th&n  acknowledge  that  we 
would  submit  This  naval  force  was  not,  how- 
ever, intended  to  cope  with  the  navy  of  Great 
Britain,  but  to  chastise  the  petty  piratce  who 
trespassed  on  our  Jurisdiction ;  piratea,  he  called 
them,  because  the  Briljsh  Government  had  not 
sanctioned  their  acta.  It  had  not  jnstified  the 
morder  of  Fierce,  or  asserted  the  ri^t  of  Jnris- 
dictiun  claimed  by  an  officer  within  the  length 
of  his  bnoys,  &o.,  because,  if  she  had,  it  would 
have  then  been  war.  For  this  reason  he  wished 
our  little  pigmy  force  to  be  sent  on  the  ocean,  not- 
withstanding the  giant  navy  of  Great  Britain. 
Some  gentlemen  hod  opposed  this  on  the  score 
of  expense^  Onr  most  valuable  treasure,  Mr.  J. 
sud,  was  honor;  and  the  House  hod  almost 
nnanimoualy  declared  that  it  ooold  not  anbrnit 
without  a  saerifioe  of  that  honor. 

SATCBn^i,  January  21. 
Extra  Semen, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sioui  the  House  reedved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  (he  Whole  on  the  bill 
to  alter  the  time  of  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
greaa. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Jaokbor  moved  to  strike  ont  the 
"  fourth"  Monday  in  May,  and  insert  iba  "  lost," 
stating  as  a'reason,  that  as  the  Virginia  eleotionB 
took  place  in  April,  the  BepreeentoliveA  oould 
not  arrive  here  in  time. 

Mr.  Maook  wished  a  division  of  Uie  qnestion 
so  aa  first  to  strike  out,  with  a  view  to  insert 
"  September,"  instead  of  May.  The  motion  to 
strike  out  was  negatived — 62  to  SG.    It  was 
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Htpposed  that  this  qaestiiKi  tried  th«  prindpla 
oftbebiU. 

The  committee  rose  anil  reported  tbe  btll. 

Mr.  D,  Wcuuis  moved  to  strike  ont  Maj  for 
the  parpose  of  ioaertins  "-September," 

Mj.  Milbob  hoped  the  motion  would  not  be 
agreedto.  If  the  new  Congreescooldcommence 
its  BeseioQ  on  the4th  day  ot' March  next,  be  said 
he  should  think  it  extremely  proper  that  it 
shoidd  do  so.  And,  if  he  ooold  think  that  the 
mt^oritjr  woold  fix  an  earlier  daj  than  the  fourth 
Monday  of  Maj  for  the  meeting,  he  should  Tote 
for  the  present  motion.  He  agreed  with  gentle- 
men tbat  this  was  a  momentoDS  crisis ;  that  the 
country  waa  in  a  situation  of  extreme  difficnlty 
«nd  danger.  It  appeared  to  him,  therefore, 
that  Congress,  vho  were  the  gnardiaos  of  the 
public  welfare;  to  whom  were  confided  the 
deBtiniea  of  the  nation,  ho  far  as  the  nation 
ooold  control  them,  shonld  be  constantly  in  aes- 
(ion,  till  a  more  favorable  state  of  affairs  took 
place.  It  was  posible,  but  was  it  probable  tbat 
any  event  wonld  oocm:  to  alter  our  Bitnstioo  for 
the  better?  There  waa  no  hope  that  the  betli- 
gerents  woold  recede  from  their  injarious  re- 
strietions  on  onr  commerce.  It  was  not  prob- 
able tbat  any  thing  would  occur  which  woold  do 
away  the  necessity  of  an  extra  session.  The 
present  Congress  having  determined  to  perse- 
vere in  the  embargo  and  tbe  present  system  of 
measares  a  while  longer,  tlie  peaoe  tmd  welfare 
of  the  oooatry  required  that  a  different  system 
ehonldbe  adopted.  Tbepresent  bad  been  suffi- 
ciently tested,  and  wonld  never  produce  those 
effects  anticipated  from  it.  It  was  proper  that 
an  early  opportunity  should  be  given  to  the 
next  Oongrees  to  approve  the  present  system, 
or  ^ve  it  np  and  adopt  Bomeother  in  its  stead. 

Ur.  B.  K.  WiLLuifs  Bsid  he  was  opposed  to 
Congress  coming  here  at  the  time  proposed. 
Why  should  they  come  here  then?  He  wished 
some  one  to  answer,  and  let  him  understand 
why  tliey  were  onmmg.  In  his  opinion  there 
was  every  possible  objection  to  each  a  pro- 
cednre.  On  the  fourth  day  of  March,  a  new 
Pre^dent  comes  into  power.  Is  it  not  preaom- 
able  that  tbe  President  wonld  choose  to  have 
some  commnnication  with  oar  Ministers  abroad 
before  the  meeting  of  Gongreest  Could  any 
man  say  that  it  was  not  proper  that  he  shonld 
have  iti  Mr,  W.  old  he  hoped  that  the  Presi- 
dent would  send  special  mesBengers,  unfashion- 
able as  that  policy  was.  If  you  are  willing  to 
wait  for  a  declaration  of  war  tilt  the  fourth 
Monday  in  May,  will  there  be  any  necessity  of 
declaring  it  before  the  first  Monday  in  June  or 
July!  Yon  have  suffered  the  pnblic  mind  to 
assuage  in  ite  resentment,  and  I  very  much 
doobt,  that  before  a  full  experiment  be  made  of 
the  embargo,  it  will  be  wholly  allayed.  It  has 
beensaidthrough  tbe  nation,  and  indeed  avowed 
on  this  floor,  that  the  Administration  does  not 
wish  for  peace.  Having  felled  to  take  hold  of 
tbe  aSiur  of  the  Chesapeake  for  a  declaration  of 
war,  you  have  nothing  now  to  give  the  people 
Quit  interest  whioh  I  hope  tliey  always  wUl 


have  in  a  declaration  of  war.  BuppcM  fon 
were  to  send  apecial  Ministers,  and  tbej  wen 
to  be  treated  as  otlr  Ministers  t«  France  were 
onder  a  former  Administration,  wonld  cot  tiiii 
treatment  make  every  man  in  the  nation  nllj 
Aroond  yon  t  Wonld  it  not  prove  beyond  doabt 
that  the  Administration  was  Qneere  in  its 
wishes  for  peace  t  Undoubtedly  it  wonld. 
Why  are  yoar  Ministers  now  loitering  in  fomga 
Courts?  With  a  hope  of  aocomfflodalioa,  sr. 
I  wonld  send  other  Ministers  there,  and  if  tbej 
failed  of  immediate  accommodation,  would 
order  them  all  home.  If  they  are  compelled  to 
return,  yoo  will  have  the  whole  nation  vith 
yon,  wUch  yon  must  have  when  yon  go  to  war. 
Mr.  J.  G.  Jaoxsos  replied  to  Mr.  Willuhl 
The  gentleman  had  asked  emphatioliy  why 
Oongrese  should  convene  here  in  May.  Oeciu^ 
rences  of  every  day,  said  Mr.  J.,  are  presentii^ 
themselves  in  such  a  way  as  to  render  it  Uglily 
important  and  neoeaeary  that  scHUe  other  gteiuid 
should  be  taken.  Ax6  we  to  adhere  to  tiM 
embargo  forever,  sir  i  I  have  said,  and  sgm 
say,  that  a  total  abandonment  of  the  oceu 
would  be  submission.  I  think,  by  passing  this 
bill,  we  give  the  nation  a  pledg«  that  it  abiU  to 
the  neplut  ultroy  which  shall  give  to  foruga  U- 
tions  time  to  revise  their  condoot  towtrasn^ 
and  will  give  them  time  to  consider  whether  or 


continne  in  this  state  any  longer)  ShiXi  nego- 
tiation be  span  ont  farther  I  No  man  con 
doubt  the  capacity  of  our  Ministers  abnnd,  ui 
thdr  dispodtion  to  represent  their  Govemmoit 
correctly.  The  doors  are  sbnt  in  tiie  fiet  of 
our  Minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  James,  and 
worse  than  shut  at  the  Oonrt  of  8t.  Cloai—kr, 
from  the  latter,  ccntemptnons  dlence  is  all  Qie 
answer  we  hare  recdved,  if  indeed  silence  can 
oonvey  an  answer.  Are  we  ta  renew  negotit- 
tion,  then,  when  every  circnmstaaee  mamMs 
that  it  wonld  be  oseless  i  Need  I  refute  whit 
took  place  the  other  day — I  ^nde  to  the  poUi- 
cation  of  a  letter  by  Mr.  Ooiming,  in  a  highly 
exceptionable  manner,  throngh  Federal  presses, 
or  preasea  more  devoted  to  the  interests  of  ihst 
oonnti^  than  any  other  t  One  univeiasl  burst 
of  indignation  accompanied  the  publication  of 
that  letter  in  this  House.  And  are  we,  imdei 
snch  circumsUuiceB,  to  renew  negotisiiou  ij 
extra  misnooa!  I  conceive  that  the  cup  of  ne- 
gotiation and  conciliation  is  exhausted  to  tbe 
dr^  and  tbat  we  shonld  but  further  dE^rsde 
oureelves  by  sending  fhrther  extra  missions.  It 
has  been  stated  to  me  that  a  proposition  hii 
actually  been  reduced  to  writing  by  a  member 
of  this  House  tbe  other  day  for  sending  awsf 
foreign  Ministers  and  calling  onr  Ministers  home, 
and  I  am  sorry  tiiat  tbepropomtiou  was  not  i^- 
fered  to  the  House,  for,  nnder  present  drcnoi- 
stances,  it  might  not  have  been  improper  to 
have  adopted  it. 

Mr.  Smilik  sud,  if  there  were  no  other  reason, 
the  present  sospenrion  of  commerce,, and  discoo- 
teots  at  home,  were  sufficient  reasons  fiir  calling 
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OoBgress  earlier  tban  th«  flrat  Uondaf  in  De- 
oember.  Wlien  tbe  new  Administration  Bhonld 
eome  into  ofBoe,  h  was  proper  that  tbej  ehonld 
liave  on  opportnnity  of  meetiDfj*  Congresa  bb 
enrl;  as  possible.  It  was  his  opinion  that,  at  tho 
next  session,  a  cbaoffe  of  meosares  voald  take 
place.  What  -would  be  the  sabstitnte  for  the 
present  meaanre  he  conld  not  aay ;  bnt,  at  this 
time,  he  mnst  say  that  he  conM  see  no  way  of 
avoiding  war.  With  regard  to  ezlra  missions, 
be  really  had  no  idea  of  a  meaeore  of  that  kind. 
If  there  should  be  any  other  means  to  secure 
tbe  interest  and  honor  of  tbe  nation  bnt  war, 
lie  hoped  in  God  that  it  wonld  be  adopted,  bnt 
ht  did  not  now  see  any  saoh  proepeoL 
Hr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  said  it  was  of 
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T  do.  He  wished  that  there  oonid  be  an 
nndentanding  with  foreign  nations  for  oar 
good,  bnt  he  much  donbted  sncb  a  resolt.  He 
woold  not  nndertake  to  say  whether  war,  or 
what  other  measnre,  ought  to  be  adopted  at 
tbe  extra  ses^oa ;  bat,  it  was  his  opinion,  that 
Congress  ongbt  to  meet,  and  he  snonld  rote 
against  every  proposition  going  to  defeat  the 
Direct  of  the  bill.  Although  this  nation  had  not 
immedtstelj  retaliated  the  attack  on  the  Chesa- 
peake, woold  any  man  rise  on  this  fioor  and  say 
that  the  act  of  dishonor  was  done  away  because 
the  House  refosed  immediately  to  avenge  it  t 
He  believed  not;  and,  as  long  as  it  remuned 
nnaioDed,  it  was  caose  for  uls  nation  to  act. 
The  only  qneetion  for  the  House  now  to  deter- 
nune  was  this:  Are  there  reasons  to  indace 
gentlemen  to  believe  that  a  meeting  of  Congress 
isneeeasary  on  the  fourth  UondayofMaynext? 
As  it  appeared  to  him  that  snoh  reasons  did 
exist,  he  scud  be  was  bound  on  bis  responsi- 
bility to  Tote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sdbku.  asked  if  gentlemen  meant  to  con- 
tinue the  embargo  forever.  He  believed  some- 
what in  tbe  doctrine  that  an  explosioa  might 
take  place  under  it  In  a  certwn  portion  of  tbe 
ODuntry.  Gentiemen  said  an  extra  sessioa  was, 
therefore,  neceaeary  to  save  the  nation.  Hr.  D. 
sded  if  the  nation  was  to  be  saved  by  long 
speeches !  He  had  seen  almoet  two  whole 
Bttrions  of  Congress  pass  away,  the  one  of  six 
months,  the  other  of^  three,  and  tbe  nation  in 
tbe  same  situation  still,  and  still  told,  in  long 
Btorie^  from  d^  to  day,  that  it  was  in  a  criti- 
cal atualion.  He  had  no  idea  that  the  nation 
VIS  to  be  saved  by  mnch  speaking.  He  did 
Gimly  t>elieTe,  that  more  than  forty-eight  hours 
would  not  be  neeeaaary  to  pass  all  laws  to  meet 
the  impending  crisis.  K  a  declaration  of  war 
*ss  thought  proper,  this  wonld  be  snffldont 
time  forit;  if  on  extraordinary  mi^on,  as  sng- 
rated  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
mty-eight  hours  wonld  be  time  enough  for  the 
House  to  decide  on  recommending  it.  Tbe 
present  was  a  state  of  anspenae,  from  which  the 
imion  ought  to  be  removed,  and  he  was  un- 
willing to  prolong  this  state  by  the  passage  of 
the  bill 


Hr.  BiTRwsLL  said  he  was  one  of  those  who 
would  vote  for  an  earlier  meeting  of  Congress 
than  usual.  In  Great  Britain,  in  whose  govern- 
ment there  were  some  featnrea  approximating 
to  onrs,  there  was  always  an  unoouaess,  least 
tbe  Parliament  ehontd  not  meet  often  enongb. 
Whence  could  be  the  objection  to  Congress 
meeting  at  an  earlier  day  f  If  the  pnblio  senti- 
ment was  not  then  prepared  for  war,  it  would 
not  be  adopted.  It  appeared  to  him  than  an 
early  session,  instead  of  producing  mischief, 
would  essentially  contribute  to  tranquillize  the 
minds  of  tbe  people.  If  peace  wss  attunable, 
we  mnst  have  peace ;  but  if  not,  we  have  no 
choice  bnt  war.  Tbe  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  suggests  the  propriety  of  sen^g  a 
Bpecial  misBiDnj  said  Mr.  fi.  Let  me  ask  him, 
ii  Administration  shonld  not  take  this  course, 
whether  It  would  not  be  perfectiy  proper  that 
Congress  should  be  in  session  t  Certunly  it 
wonld.  With  respect  to  a  special  misnon,  Mr. 
B.  said  he  was  perfectly  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
what  could  he  the  nature  of  any  proposition 
which  could  be  made  to  Great  Britain.  A  pro- 
position had  already  beenraade  to  her,in effect, 
to  go  to  war  with  her  agwuat  France,  and  in- 
sultingly refused ;  for  no  other  interpretation 
could  be  made  of  the  offer  to  suspend  the  em- 
bargo, if  she  wonld  rescind  her  Orders  in 
Cooncil,  except  Mr.  Canning  chose  to  roiannder- 
stond  every  thing  that  .could  be  said.  TTnless 
gentlemen  would  point  out  some  new  propo- 
sition, which  conld  be  made  to  Qreat  Britain  or 
France,  he  could  not  see  tbe  propriety  of  the 
course  recommended.  As  to  the  continuance 
of  tbe  embargo,  Mr.  B.  said  it  seemed  to  be 
perfectly  well  understood  by  every  man,  that 
when  the  Government  determined  on  that 
course,  it  did  not  determine  to  persevere  in  it 
eternally.  If  it  conld  be  mode  manifest  to  him 
that  any  particular  favorable  consequence  wonld 
be  produced  by  postponing  the  session  beyond 
the  fonrth  Honday  in  Hsy,  he  might  be  induced 
to  accede  to  it.  As  to  the  disposition  of  the 
Administration,  to  preserve  peace,  could  tbe 
gentleman  conceive  it  i>OB«ble  to  remove  the 
impressions  of  those  who  were  determined  not 
to  he  convinced}  This  nation  had  sued  for 
peace,  but  in  vain ;  they  had  offered  to  give  up 
almost  every  thing  in  contest,  if  Great  Britun 
would  yield  athing  which  neither  Hr.  Oanning 
nor  any  other  member  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment ever  said  they  bad  a  right  to  do,  and 
whidi  was  only  jnatified  on  the  ground  of  ne- 
cessity. There  was  therefore  no  plausibility  in 
the  assertion  that  peace  had  not  been  earnestly 

Mr,  G.  W.  OufPBXLL  said  that  if  nothing  oc- 
curred between  this  time  and  the  time  proposed 
by  the  bill  for  tbe  next  meeting  of  Oongreas, 
which  would  particularly  render  a  change  ne- 
ceseary,  be  was  yet  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
tbeu  necessary  to  change  our  situation;  for  tlaa 
reason:  that  at  that  period,  time  sufficient 
would  have  elapaed  to  give  us  information  as 
to  what  groimd  Great  Britun  wonld  take,  after 
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bad  maintauied.  Aftor  that  groond 
GaagreBB  wonid  know  how  to  Act.  I  never 
vot^  for  the  embargo  as  a  permanent  meas- 
ure, Bud  Kr.  0..  nor  did  I  ever  ose  an  eipres- 
aiou  which  would  authorize  enoh  aBupposition; 
nor  do  I  Boppose  that  any  other  genueman  en- 
tertained BQch  an  idea.  Aa  to  a  Bpecial  mission, 
I  should  as  Boon  think  of  sending  a  special  mes- 
senger to  the  moon  as  to  Groat  Britain  or  to 
France,  for  the  cup  of  humiliation  is  ezhansted 
already,  and  I  will  never  pat  it  in  their  power 


said  anj  thing,  bnt  that  the  gentleman  from 
Yir^nia  (Ur.  Bobwku.)  hod  broached  a  doc- 
trine which  he  did  not  approve — that  this 
Government  was  like  that  of  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  BtrswiLL  explained  that  lie  had  said  that 
the  Governments  were,  in  some  <d  tbeir  fta- 
tnres,  alike, 

Ur.  Maook  said  that  the  reason  of  the  fear 
in  Great  Britain  that  the  Parliament  would  not 
meet  often  enongli,  was  extremely  obvious.  The 
only  voice  which  the  people  had  was  in  the 
Hoose  of  Commons,  and  they  wanted  them  to 
be  always  in  session,  to  keep  the  King  and  no- 
bility off'  from  them.  In  Great  Britain  the 
King  dissolved  Parliament  at  his  pleasure. 
Here,  he  stud,  there  was  no  power  to  dissolve 
Congress.  Indeed,  there  was  no  similarity  in 
the  two  GovenmieDts.  He  said  he  had  no  fear 
of  any  mischief  being  done  by  Congreas  meet- 
ing earlier ;  but  he  was  opposed  to  ueir  meet- 
ing earlier,  because  they  would  do  more  good 
by  staying  away.  Coidd  any  man  say  what 
would  take  place  between  this  day  and  the 
(bird  of  Uarch  t  And  yet  the  House  were  now 
called  on  to  determine  on  an  extra  seenoD.  Ke 
was  for  giving  such  time,  after  the  deliberatjons 
of  the  present  sesnon  oloaed,  as  that  Great  Brit- 
ain might  see  what  we  had  done,  and  consider 
whether  she  would  retract  or  go  to  war,  for  if 
she  did  not  retract,  war  must  be  the  oons^ 
qnenee.  Ur,  U.  said  he  would  give  every  op- 
portunity for  peace ;  he  would  not  be  for  hurry- 
ing the  matter.  He  had  no  opinion  that 
Congresa  being  in  Besuon  woold  have  any  effect 
on  t£e  people.  The  ciy  of  an  intention  to  de- 
stroy commerce  was  not  to  make  him  do  a 
single  thing  which  he  wonld  not  otherwise  do. 
No  man  can  believe  that  we  who  rdse  pro- 
duce should  wish  it  to  lie  on  our  hands,  as  is 
now  our  situation.  It  is  maritime  rights  for 
which  we  contend.  For  these  we  planters  are 
making  sacrifices,  and  we  know  iL  As  bo  the 
grower  it  is  immaterial  in  point  of  interest  into 
what  ship  or  wsgonhis  produce  goes;  but  he 
IB  contending  for  the  interests  of  his  mercantile 
brethren.  A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  re- 
peating the  embargo  to  put  an  end  to  discon- 
tents. Let  gentlemen  beware  of  it,  Iwt  in 
trying  to  please  everybody,  they  [dease  no- 
body. Let  us  do  what  is  right,  that  is  the  only 
ground  for  us  to  take.  Whenever  we  be^n  to 
temporize^  that  pi^<nple  ia  abandoned.    I  disa^ 
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gree  with  the  gentleman  &om  Tennessee  aa  to 
the  e^ediency  of  continuing  the  embargo ;  I  do 
notbelievetbat  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  by  it 
beyond  May.  I  believe  we  ought  to  try  it  be- 
yond September.  This  is  my  opinion.  What 
effect  do  geodemen  expect  that  the  embargo 
will  have  nad  in  May  I  Not  more  than  at  lUs 
moment.  While  every  day  from  that  time  till 
September,  it  will  be  more  and  more  effectual 
I  never  voted  for  it  as  a  pennaueut  measote ; 
but  my  opinion  was,  as  I  stated  it,  that  it  mi^t 
be  neceHBoiy  to  hold  on  to  it  fbr  one,  two,  or 
three  years.  I  might  be  wrong,  but  this  vis 
my  opinion  then,  and  I  have  not  changed  iL 
As  to  an  extra  session,  I  have  never  thought  of 
it;  bat  I  am  willing  to  leave  it  to  the  Eiec- 
utdve.  It  has  been  so  suddenly  suggested, 
however,  that  I  would  not  nndertake  to  d£dde 
podtiyely  on  tbe  sn1»ect.  I  shonld  rather  io- 
oline  to  let  them  send  to  us  now ;  we  have  tent 
to  them  long  enough.  As  to  the  people  bong 
tired  of  the  embargo,  whenever  they  want  wii 
in  preference  to  it,  they  will  sendlbeir  petitimB 
here  to  that  effect.  When  gentlemen  tram  the 
Eastern  Stat«s  say,  that  the  people  there  ors 
tired  of  it,  perhaps  they  speak  correctly.  As  to 
all  the  talk  of  insurrections  and  diviaions,  it  has 
no  effect  on  me.  When  the  sedltaon  law  «ru 
passed  onder  the  former  Administratioo,  it  was 
said  that  the  people  would  not  bear  it  I 
thongbt  then  as  now,  that  the  elections  woold 
show  their  disapprobation,  and  tliat  they  would 
manifest  it  in  that  way  alone.  When  the  peo- 
ple are  tired  of  the  embargo,  as  a  means  of 
preserving  peace,  they  will  tell  you  Kk  and  aay, 
"  Oire  us  war  1 "  But  none  have  said  so ;  and 
yet,  sir,  I  know  well  that  myself  and  eame 
others  are  blamed  for  our  adherence  to  this 
measure.  I  can  only  say,  that  it  is  an  honst 
adherence.  I  do  believe  that  the  continoaucs 
of  that  meaanre,  with  the  addition  of  a  bill  dov 
on  your  table,  (non-intercourse  bill,)  is  tbe  beat 
thing  yon  con  do ;  and  if  I  thought  that  Coo- 
grew  would  declare  war  in  May,  I  shoold  ba 
much  more  averse  to  meeting  uiea  than  I  am 
now ;  but  I  do  not  believe  it  will. 

Tbe  question  was  now  token  on  the  motioB 
of  Mr.  D.  B.  WiLUAits  to  strike  out  the  woida 
"fourth  Monday  in  May,"  and  lost. 

Ko  other  amendment  being  offored  to  the 
bill,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thud 
reading.  The  bill  being  brought  in  engrossed, 
a  motion  was  mode  that  tbe  same  be  nad  tbe 
third  time  to-morrow :  and  the  question  being 
put  thereupon,  it  paeeed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Smiui,  that 
the  bill  be  now  read  the  third  time  ;  and  the 
question  being  taken  thereupon,  it  was  reeotTed 
in  tbe  afSrmative. 

The  said  bill  was,  accordingly,  read  tbe  third 
time :   Whereapon,  Mr.   Spkaszs    stated  tha 

ristion  &om  the  chair,  that  the  same  dopswt 
d,  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  resolted 
in  the  affinnative — yeas  80,  nays  26. 
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lIotnii.T,  FebrnMy  6. 

Pretidentiai  EUeiion. 

Benni  petitions  baring  been  prewnted,  in 

■dditioQ  to  those  heretofore  atawd,  against  the 

mode  in  which  the  late  electioD  in  the  State  of 

KuttchosettB  was  ooudacted — 

Xr.  Baook  offered  the  following  icaolntion : 

Smbed,  That  die  Oak  i^  tbb  Hoote  do  aarj  to 

d»  Scuta  the  nrenl  memoilali  fnon  raiidr7  dtiieua 

rf  flw  Strt*  rf  M«Mf  hnirtti,  HmonWwtiag  ^wiul 

tbe  mode  io  which  the  aopoiiitmeiit  of  Electon  tor 

FraidBil  nd  Vice  Pmiident  hu  been  proeesded  to 

m  Ibt  put  of  the  Senate  uid  Houe  of  Repieaent- 

ttifn  of  Nid  Slate,  a*  imfnlar  and  (utMHUtitaliMial, 

ud  pnjiog  Ibr  the  iutenerence  of  tlie  Senate  and 

fiww  oT  Bepruentuina  of  the  United  Statei,  /or 


Ifr.  J.  G.  JAOKsossudhe  «aw  no  objection  to 
the  reidlnijoii,  or  even  to  going  farther  than  it 
propcoed.  The  ooostitntion  had  declined  that 
the  election  of  Electors  in  each  State  ahoold  be 
held  ID  Mch  manner  as  the  Legialainre  ehoiUd 
direct ;  and,  he  Mid,  he  never  oould  consent  to 
tbe  doctrine  that  any  set  of  men,  without  the 
•otborit;  of  law,  oould  make  an  election  of 
BKton.  He  believed  that  the  caae  was  not 
ponded  for ;  and  as  tbe  preeent  case  could  not 
TOJ  the  eeneral  remit  of  the  Preeidenldal  eloo- 
tioD,  gcutlenien  appeared  not  to  be  disposed  to 
inWrfere  in  it.  Bnt^  lie  hoped  it  would  operate 
on  the  House  to  Indnoe  them  to  consider  the 
poprie^  of  providing  some  mode  of  hereafter 
(btit^nishiiig  between  legal,  and  ill^g:al  or  sor- 
nptiticns  riection. 

Mr.  Yis  HoBHK  moved  to  strike  ont  the 
word*  in  italic,  aa  he  understood  them  as  oom- 
mitting  tbe  Honse  to  express  an  opinion  on  the 
mlfject  of  the  petidons.    Motion  lost— yeas  18. 


Hi.  IficBOLAS  offered  the  following  order : 
Mmd;  That  b  roeMago  be  lent  to  the  Senate  to 
Bfbnn  them  that  this  Hooae  ia  now  leadj  to  atCand 
ttem  ia  openiag  the  cartiOoata  and  oonirting  the 
ntai  of  the  Electm  of  the  aennl  States  in  the 
dM«a  (^  a  PresideDt  and  Vice  Pieddent  of  the  Unit- 
td  State*,  in  pnraoanoe  of  the  reiolotion  of  die  two 
fiinua(fCo^nMiJtbe7thinttaDt ;  and  that  the 
Oak  of  tha  Hoioae  do  go  with  the  said  meaiaga, 

lb.  IUin>ou«  said  it  had  sometimes  been 
tbe  ease,  he  did  not  tajr  it  had  been  the  practice, 
fwt  tbis  Hoose  had  met  tbe  other  branch  of 
tlw  Legislatnre  in  their  Chamber,  for  the  pnr- 
poM  at  counting  tbe  votes;  in  which  cases, 
TOT  properly  indeed,  tbis  Honee  being  in  the 
Obamber  of  the  Senate,  tbe  Preudent  of  that 
body  bad  taken  the  chair.  Mr.  B.  siUd  he  now 
nndentood  that  it  was  proposed,  without  any 
nte  rf  this  House  for  the  purpose,  that  the 
Pnndent  of  the  Senate  was  to  take  tbe  ohair 
o( this  Hoose;  that  the  Speaker  was  to  leave 
tiie  ehur,  to  make  way  for  tbe  Prendent  of 
uwtber  body.  To  this,  be,  for  one,  could  never 
WDsent.    I  oonoeive,  sud  be,  Qiat  inch  a  pro- 


ceeding wonld  derogate,  ver;  materially,  from 
the  dignity,  if  not  from  the  rights  of  thia  body, 
I  can  never  consent,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  any  other 
person  than  yonrself^  or  the  Ohairman  of  tbe 
Committee  of  the  whole  HousejBhonld  take  the 
ctiBJr,  except  by  a  vote  of  the  House.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  this  matter  may  be  well  nnder- 
Btood.  I  conceive  it  to  be  a  respect  which  we 
owe  to  oorselTea,  and  to  the  people,  whose  im- 
mediate representativee  ve  are,  never  to  suffer, 
b;  a  sort  of  prescriptive  ri^ht,  tbe  privileges  of 
this  Honse  to  be  in  anywise  diminished,  or  its 
dignity  to  fade  before  that  c^  any  other  assem- 
bly of  men  whatever. 

Mr.  !IfioROLAS  said  he  was  as  nnwillingaa  any- 
other  gentleman  to  surrender  the  privileges  cf 
the  House.  When  assembled  as  the  Honse  of 
K^resentatives,  he  agreed  that  none  bnt  the 
Speaker  shoold  take  tbe  chair ;  bat,  on  tbe  oa- 
casioa  of  counting  ont  the  votes,  he  did  not  con- 
sider the  Bonse  <^  Representatives  to  be  formed 
as  a  distinct  body.  In  meeting  on  this  occa- 
sion, he  said,  it  always  had  been  usual,  since 
the  establishment  of  the  Government,  for  the 
Vioe  President  of  the  United  States,  or  the  Pres- 
ident pro  tempore  of  the  Senate,  to  take  tbe 
chair.  Iliere  was,  also,  a  propriety  in  ttiis 
course,  because,  by  tbe  constitntioD,  tbe  Vioe 
Pretddent  is  to  open  the  votes.  For  twenty 
years  tbe  practice  bad  been  that  the  President 
of  the  Senat«  premded  in  Joint  meeting. 

Mr.  NioHOLiB  moved,  in  order  to  do  away 
any  difficulty  in  this  case,  that  when  tbe  n 
b^  of  tbe  Senate  were  iotrodnt    '  "    " 
slumld  relinqoish  the  choir  to  tl 
the  Senate. 

Mr,  Datbiifobt  supported  this  motion.  He 
bod  no  doubt  of  the  proprie^  of  the  President 
of  Uie  Senate  predding  at  a  joint  meetang,  more 
eepecially,  oa  he  was  the  pwaon  dewgnated  hy 
tlw  otmatitntion  for  ootmtmg  ont  the  votes. 

Mr.  BAin>oLFH  aaid  that  if  tbis  oourse  wera 
taken,  the  Senate  onght  to  be  notified  of  this 
act  of  oonrtesy  on  the  port  of  the  House ;  if 
not,  it  might  appear  that  the  President  of  tbe 
Senate  took  the  cliair  as  a  matter  of  right  He 
said  be  knew  that,  to  many  persons,  motteiB  of 
tbis  sort  appeared  to  be  of  minute  importance, 
bnt  in  every  thing  touching  the  privileges  of 
this  House,  as  it  regarded  the  claims  of  the 
other  co-ordinate  brandies  of  tbe  Government, 
he  would  sdckle  for  the  ninth  part  of  a  bur. 
It  was  well  known  that^  In  England,  the  privi- 
leges of  the  Oommoni  had  been  g^ad  inch  by 
inch  from  the  Kings  and  Kobles  by  a  steai^ 
perseverance;  and  that  man  most  have  very 
little  knowledge  of  mankind,  indeed,  who  was 
not  persuaded  that  those  privileges  might  be 
loit,  as  they  were  giuned,  by  gradual  and  im- 
perceptible «)croacnment  on  tbe  one  hand,  and 
tacit  yielding  on  the  other.  This  waa  not  a 
matter  of  great  consequence  in  itself ;  but  pow- 
er always  begot  power.  It  was  like  money,  he 
said ;  any  man  could  make  money  who  had 
money.  So  any  man.  or  body  of  men,  who  had 
power,  oottld  extend  it    I  have  no  objeodon, 
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said  tit.  K,  \txy  far  ihim  it,  to  the  conatitn- 
tJoiul  exercise  of  the  poware  and  priTilegea  c^ 
tbe  Senate.  Let  their  Fremdent  count  the  TOtea, 
sir  ;  there  is  a  ver;  good  chair  for  him  in  which 
the  Clerk  now  sits.  But,  on  what  principle  is 
he  to  oome  into  the  House  with  the  conscious- 
ness that  he  has  a  right  to  throw  70D  oQt  of  the 
chair,  sir,  and  take  possession  of  it  t  I  have  no 
idea  of  soffering  a  man  to  come  throngb  those 
folding-duure  with  snch  a  sentiment.  If  he 
comes  into  this  Hoose,  he  comee  thim  coortesj, 
and  cannot  aasome  jonr  chair,  Mr,  Speaker,  as 
a  matter  of  rights  bat  as  a  fa7or.  And,  if  the 
President  of  tbe  Benate  takespaaBessionof  jonr 
chur  as  a  favor,  it  oaght  to  be  annonnced  ' 
tbe  Senate  oa  snch ;  for,  the  mere  -vote  on  a 
fdde  amonnts  to  nothing,  provided  that  he,  snd 
the  bodj  over  whom  he  preaLdea,  come  into  this 
Eonse  onder  the  knowledge,  (withoat  an  inti- 
mation from  ns,)  that  yon  aro  to  leave  jonr 
chair,  and  he  is  to  take  posaeeesion  of  it. 

Mr.  SiotiE  observed  that  there  wa*  _  .__ 
of  the  privileges  of  thia  body  being  enoroaohed 
npon  Dj  tinj  other,  for  there  waa  a  written 
ccmstitntioD,  prescribing  the  powers  of  each 
bodj  ;  and,  at  the  aame  time  tnat  it  was  prop- 
er to  be  careftil  of  their  own  rights,  he  aaid  the 
Honse  sboold  be  oareful  not  to  infHnge  on  the 
rights  of  the  other  bodf.  In  respect  to  this 
qnestion,  there  was  a  case  in  point.  In  one 
instance  while  Congress  sat  at  Philadelphia, 
the  Senate  had  come  into  the  Bepreaentstivea' 
Chamber  to  count  oat  the  votes,  and  the  PreS' 
ident  of  the  8«nate  had  taken  the  chair  aa  a 
matter  of  right.  We,  said  Mr.  S.,  are  sitting  as 
a  convention  of  the  two  Ilooses,  for  a  special 
purpose,  tIi  :  to  count  out  the  votes.  Who  is 
properly  the  presiding  officer  in  thia  caaef  Tln- 
qoestionablj  the  officer  directed  bj  the  consti- 
tution to  open  the  votes.  And  I  oonmder  the 
Speaker  of  the  House,  on  this  occasion,  as  act- 
ing in  the  aame  capacity  as  any  other  member 
ti  the  Honae. 

After  some  further  obserTadona  on  the  sub- 
ject from  Measra.  Mastub,  Ltok,  and  MAOOtr, 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Nioholu  waa  agreed  to— 
yeas  98. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  moved  that  the  Senate 
be  acqoainted,  by  mesaage,  of  thie  airaogement 
Agreed  to— yeaa  73. 

The  resolntion  first  offered  by  Mr.  NtOHOLAa 
was  then  agreed  to. 

On  the  aoggeBtion  of  Mr.  Yam  Dtxx,  it  waa 
agreed  that  V^e  members  should  receive  the  Sen- 
^e  standing  and  nnoovered. 

The  tame  for  connting  the  votfie  having  arriv- 
ed, the  members  of  the  Senate,  preceded  by 
their  Sergeant-at^Ann^  entered  the  Kepresent- 
ativea'  Ohsmber,  Mr.  Hillxdok,  the  Freeident 
pro  tempore,  took  the  Speaker's  chair,  and  the 
members  took  their  eeata  on  the  right  hand  of 
the  chair.  The  tellers  were  ranged  in  front, 
and  the  Clerks  of  each  Houee  on  tbe  right  and 
left  of  the  tellers.  The  Prendent  of  the  Senate 
opened  the  electoral  retoma,  one  copy  of  whiiJi 
was  lianded  to  the  teller  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  8. 


Smith,  who  read  it ;  the  tellers  of  the  Hooae^ 
Messrs.  Niobous  and  Vak  Dike,  oompeiing 
the  dnplioate  rstnma  handed  to  them. 

When  this  business,  which  oocnpied  about 
two  honra,  was  oonclnded,  the  tellers  haaded 
their  report  to  the  President  of  the  Convection, 
who  was  proceeding  to  read  it,  when 

Mr.  HiLLHOTTSE  observed  that  tbe  retuni 
from  one  of  the  States  appeared  to  be  defecdve, 
the  Governor's  certificate  not  being  attached  to 
it.  He  thought  that  this  might  be  as  proper  i 
time  to  notice  it  aa  any. 

Nothing  farther  being  said  on  the  subfeet, 
however,  the  Preudeot  m  the  Benate  read  tlie 
foUowingstat«meDtof  the  votes,  ae  reported  bj 
the  tellers: 


(For  tbe  atalemeot  of  the  vetH  las  Senats  po- 
ceadingi  of  the  lame  day,  mte,  p.  27.) 

Tbubsdat,  Febmary  9. 
Stm-Tn  tereonne. 

Mr.  Tatlob  said  it  would  be  recollected 
that,  in  tiie  conrae  c^  the  public  bunneea  d 
this  session,  a  resoludon  reported  by  a  conmi;- 
tee  on  our  foreign  relations  arising  out  of  a 
motion  of  a  member  frcwt  North  Carolina,  for 
the  purpose  of  interdicting  (Mmmereial  Inttf- 
courae  with  such  belligerents  as  bad  in  fom 
decrees  or  edicts  against  the  lawful  commeres 
of  the  United  Statue,  had  been  agreed  to  ind 
referred  to  the  same  committee,  who  had  re- 
ported a  bill  for  non-interconrse.  This  bill  is 
fact,  however,  comprised  but  one-half  of  the 
whole  mbject  embraced  by  the  worda  "  nffli-in- 
tercourse."  The  bill  as  reported  to  tbia  Boose 
provided  for  the  non-importation  of  the  goodi, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  the  growth  ana  nun- 
u&ctnre  of  these  particular  coontrics.  That 
(said  he)  may  be  readily  accounted  for,  trcuR  the 
iircnmstanee  that  the  House  was  then  actually 
ingsged  in  paaaing  a  law  for  the  enforcement  of 
the  embaigo,  the  committee  therefore  haviog 
only  in  view  the  other  part  of  the  question,  so 
aa  to  complete  a  non-interoourse.  After  that 
bill  was  reported,  a  gwtleman  from  Tenncsxe, 
(Mr.  Ebu,)  in  order  that  the  whole  mi^t  be 
incorporated  into  one,  offered  a  resolution  ia 
that  purpose.  I  did  think  it  unnecessary  at 
that  time ;  but  as  the  oonrse  of  bueiness  seems 
to  look  towards  a  repeal  of  the  embargo,  in  or- 
der that  the  whole  subject  of  non-iuterconree 
may  be  inoorporated  in  the  bill  before  the 
House,  I  move  that  the  Oommtttee  of  th« 
Whole  be  dlacbaned  from  the  conaideratioa  of 
bill,  and  that  It  may  he  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, in  order  that  it  may  be  made  in  fiet 
what  the  title  imports  it  to  be,  completely,  a 
bill  for  noD-iuteroourse  between  this  country 
and  those  nations  having  in  force  decrees  af- 
fecting our  neutral  righta. 

Tbe  CommiitM  of  the  Whole  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  oonmderation  of  the 
bill,  ayes  73. 

The  effect  of  the  votes  of  thia  day,  is  to  re- 
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ftr  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
tompcsed  of  Uessra.  G.  W.  Oaupbsll,  Nioho- 
iti,  BtooK,  Tatlob,  Fibe,  3.  Uontookest, 
3(in(T0BD,  Cbakpion,  and  Pobteh,  tbe  several 
pcopositione  for  the  repeal  of  the  embargo,  for 
unung  the  merchant  vessels,  for  non-inter- 
conrse,  for  eidading  armed  Tessele  from  our 
vUeta,  aod  for  declaring  the  firrt  capture  made 
B  Tioution  of  the  nentral  rights  of  the  United 
Etitea  to  be  a  declaration  of  war,  &c,  with 
kwe  to  report  by  bilL 

Tbe  chief  ar^roent  ta  favor  of  this  general 
nfenoce  was,  that  these  propositions  might  be 
verged  in  one  bUl  which  should  present  a  ges- 
enl  system,  and  thna  render  less  complicated 
ths  [iroceedings  of  tbe  Honse  on  these  reaoln- 
tioiB.  The  main  arguments  against  it  were, 
tint  it  would  destroy  all  that  had  already  been 
ddiie  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  probabI< 
pvsent  a  sjstem  at  length  to  the  Honse  whicl 
vcnld  not  be  approved,  and  thns  prodnce  ni 
oiber  effect  at  this  late  period  of  the  sessioi 
tbu  to  protract  discussion ;  and  also  that  it 
itoold  encourage  that  spccnlalion  no 
DO  is  the  mercantile  towns,  and  be 
lo  nunj  men  of  moderate  capitals  who  had 
anbirted  their  all  in  tbe  purchase  of  prodnce, 
in  the  certainty  that  the  emt>argo  woold  be 
niied  on  the  4tli  of  Unrch. 


TuxsDAT,  February  14. 
Additionai  D\Uit». 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  Ihe  Whole  on  tbe  bill  for  impoang  addition- 
il  dniia  on  bJI  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
iniported  ioto  tbe  Dnited  States. 

[This IhII  provides  "that  an  additionai  dnty 

<f per  centum  on  the  permanent  dnties 

Bmr  imposed  by  law  upon  goods,  wareiL  and 
Midiandise,  imported  into  the  United  States 
fnm  foreign  porta  or  places,  shall  be  laid, 
laried  and  collected  npon  all  goods,  wares,  and 
MRhaudlse,  which  shall,  after  the  tbirty-flrst 
d»7  of  Jannarj,  1809,  be  imported  into  the 
Tnited  States  from  any  foreign  port  or  place : 
«i  a  farther  addition  of  ten  per  eeatvm  »hall 
kluM  to  the  taid  additional  duty  in  regpeet 
to  "ii  good*,  v>art»,  wid  merehandite,  imported 
M  tkipi  or  veitett  not  of  the  United  State*  ; 
•od  tbe  dnties  imposed  by  this  act  shall  be  lev- 
ied Bid  collected  in  the  some  manner,  and  on- 
dgr  tbe  some  regulations,  mode  of  secnrity,  and 
tims  of  payment,  respectively,  as  are  already 
pwribed  by  taw,  in  relation  to  tbe  dnties  now 
inlorce  on  the  importation  of  articles  imported 
^m  toy  foreign  port  or  place.  That  this  act 
■tiill  continne  in  force  nntil  tbe  first  day  of 
Vil,  1810,  and  no  longer :  Provided  that  the 
■^tiooal  dnties  Itid  by  tbis  act,  shall  be  col- 
Mud  on  sach  goods,  wares  and  merchandise, 
«  ahaD  baTe  been  imported  previous  to  tbe 
itfday."] 


Wednbsdat,  February,  15, 

S^tv-Intereovne. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Nicholas,  tbe  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
tbe  bill  for  interdicting  commercial  interconrae 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britun 
and  France,  and  for  other  pnrposes. 

Mr.  MiLNOB  moved  to  stj'ike  ont  tbe  first  sec- 
tion of  tbe  bill,  with  a  view  to  try  ttie  prind- 
ple  of  the  non-interconrse  system.  In  snpport 
of  this  motion,  be  alleged  tbe  impossibili^  of 
carrying  the  system  into  effeot;  for  he  con- 
ceived tiiat  tbe  embargo  bad  been  ineffectual 
fr«m  the  impossibility  A  carrying  it  into  com- 
plete effect,  and  the  proposed  i^stem  would  he 
as  difBcDlt  to  enforce.  He  thonght  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  carry  a  non -interconrae 
system  into  effect,  as  long  as  vessels  were  per- 
mitted to  go  to  sea.  He  had  many  other  ob- 
jections to  this  hill,  among  which  were  these  : 
that,  althongh  it  raised  the  embargo  only  in 
part,  the  peOnission  to  vessels  to  go  out,  would 
render  the  provision  for  a  partial  embargo  nu- 
gatory ;  that,  if  tbe  bill  were  to  pass  in  its 
present  shape,  it  was  to  be  doubted  whether 
any  revenue  ofBcer  of  the  United  States  wonld 
nnderstand  the  dnty  ei^oined  on  bim  by  it ; 
that  a  time  only  two  days  previous  to  tbe 
meeting  of  the  nert  Congress  was  fixed  upon 
as  the  day  upon  which  the  non-importation 
sbonld  go  mto  operation,  aod  thus  the  bill  ap- 
peared  to  maniiest  a  distrust  of  that  Congresa, 
who  certainly  would  be  more  competent  than 
tlie  present  Congress  to  decide  on  its  propriety 
at  that  time;  that  a  non-interoonrse  between 
these  countries,  would  but  compel  onr  citizens 
to  pay  a  double  freight  to  and  from  the  entre- 
pfit,  without  producing  any  other  effeot  than 
mjoring  our  own  citizens;  that  goods  from 
these  conn  tries,  although  their  importation 
\  interdicted  by  law,  would  be  introdnoed 
nevertheless ;  that  the  extent  of  the  territory 
and  seacoast  of  tbe  United  States  was  so  great 
that  all  efforts  to  interdict  tbe  importation  of 
goods  most  be  ineffectual,  for  they  wonld  be 
mtrodoced  contrary  to  law ;  thus  depriving  tbe 
United  States  of  tbe  revenue  which  would  be 
derived  from  them,  if  their  importation  were 
permitted  by  lew.  Rather  than  accept  this 
system,  Mr.  M.  thonght  it  would  be  better  that 
this  country  should  remain  yet  longer  under 
the  pressure  of  the  embargo,  which  be  had  no 
doubt  roust  be  repealed  early  in  the  nest  session. 
"Mr,  QiriKCi  entered  at  considerable  length 
o  an  examination  of  the  system  of  coercion 
foreign  nations,  by  means  of  commercial  re-  i 
ictions.  The  idea  oftbe  efficacy  of  tliis  system, 
he  traced  to  a  deeper  root  tban  aoy  Adminis- 
tration under  this  Qovemmeut.  Itwasauerror 
of  tbe  American  people,  originating  in  a  period 
antecedent  to  tbe  Revcdntion ;  it  grew  ont  of 
colonial  regulations.  It  began  to  be  a 
favorite  belief  with  the  people,  antecedent  to 
the  year  1760,  and  was  then  fostered  by  the 
patriots  of  that  day,  the  idea  being  also  encoor- 
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a  into  k  oomparatire  statement  of  the  exporis 
from  and  importH  to  Oreat  Britain  from  Ajner- 
ioa  at  two  dif%rent  periods,  vii :  tha  nine  jean 
preceding  the  year  1775,  and  the  nine  ywwi 
mooeeding  it,  w'llh  a  view  to  show  that  the 
average  imports  into  Ore«t  Britain  from  all  the 
world,  dnring  the  nine  yews'  peace  with  thia 
oonntry,  amoonted  to  abont  one-thirteenth 
more  tiiaa  the  aTerage  imports  durinf^  the  same 
period  of  war;  and  the  exiK>rta  diminished, 
nearly  ia  the  eame  proportion.  From  his  state- 
ments  on  this  head  uid  «  comparison  of  the 
present  relatiye  ritnation  of  the  two  ooonbiefl. 
Mr.  Q.  drew  the  inferenoe  that  this  wippoeea 
means  of  ooerdng  the  Eonmean  powers^  did 
not  exist.  He  deemed  it  pecoliariy  tmJbrtnn&te 
tiut  a  oonfidence  in  this  power  of  coe; 
to  long  existed,  as  it  had  prevented  the  United 
States  ftom  making  preparations  which  they 
otherwise  might  have  made.  He  hoped  the  idea 
woold  now  oeaae.  In  relation  to  our  present 
dttiation,  he  recommended  a  pl^  remedy,  oom- 

Srisedin  two  words:  "  Follow  natare,"  What 
id  she  first  dictate  fbr  remedying  any  oompl^t  t 
The  removal  of  all  obBtmotions  on  her  operations. 
Mr.  Q.  therefore  recommended  the  removal  of 
the  embargo,  the  repeal  of  the  non-importation 
act,  and  the  abandonment  of  the  non-interoonrse 
system.  He  wished  "peace  if  possible;  if  war, 
imfon  in  that  war ; "  for  iJiis  reason,  he  wished  a 
negotiation  to  be  opened  noshackled  with  those 
impedimenta  to  it  which  now  existed.  As  long 
as  they  remained^  the  people  in  the  portioa  of 
comit^  whence  he  came,  wonld  not  deem  an 
lUiBDocessfal  attempt  at  negotiation  to  be  canse 
for  war;  if  they  were  moved,  and  an  earnest 
attempt  at  negotiation  was  made,  unimpeded 
with  these  reetriotiona,  and  should  not  meet 
with  saooess,  they  wonld  Join  heartily  in  a  war. 
They  wonld  not,  nowaver,  go  to  war  to  ctmtest 
the  rights  of  Great  Britain  to  search  Amerioan 
TesseLs  fbr  British  seamen ;  fbr  it  was  a  general 
opinioit  with  them  that  if  Amerioan  seamen 
were  enoonraged,  there  wonld  be  no  oooasion 
for  Uie  employment  of  foreign  aeun^L  A  re- 
moval of  the  embargo,  wituont  adopting  any 
other  measure,  nntil  the  event  of  negot^tion 
had  been  tried,  Mr,  Q.  said,  would  first  prevent 
any  ooUision  with  the  belligerents  whioh  might 
tend  to  embarrass  negotiation;  and,  eeoouSy, 
wonld  give  an  opportnnity  to  the  coonby  to 
ascertain  what  would  be  tJie  prootioal  operation 
of  these  orders  and  deoreea,  on  our  oommeroa ; 
and  give  an  opportunity  to  the  next  Oongreas 
to  shape  its  measures  aooording  to  their  aotnal 
effect.  If  commerce  did  not  suffer,  the  knowl- 
e^^  of  this  &ict  would  supeteede  the  neoesdty 
of  any  other  measure,  and  peace  woald  follow 
of  course ;  if,  on  tha  contrary,  a  general  sweep 
was  made  of  all  the  property  affoet,  it  would 
tmite  all  parties  in  a  war.  Ur.  Q.  concladed  a 
epeeoh  of  two  hours  in  length,  by  lamenting 
tne  state  of  the  conntry,  and  mvoking  the  spirit 
iriiich  "  rides  the  whirlwind  and  directs  the 
atoim,"  to  gnide  the  nation  to  a  happy  result,       1 


Ui.  Nicholas  replied  to  the  observuiou  ti  ■' 
Mr.  QuiBoi  on  the  subject  of  the  legal  qipos-    < 
tion  to  the  embargo  laws  in  Massacbosetts.  H«  ai 
said  if  the  laws  of  the  nation  were  to  be  rtsjit-  3i 
ed  in  ihe  manner  in  which  he  lamented  to  uy  a: 
tliat  he  saw  it  contemplated  in  one  part  of  tbs  « 
oommnnity,  it  became  the  duty  of  this  L^ida-  It 
tnre  to  meet  it ;  it  was  not  compafible  with  i 
their  duty  to  shrink  from  it.    He  could  not «»-  u 
sent  that  thirteen  or  fourteen   8tat«*  ihonld  n 
snbmit  to  one.    As  men  vested  with  certiin  ,1 
powers  by  the  oonstitation,  Oongrew  eoold  not  -i 
transfer  tiie  powers  to  any  State  LegiBlstnre  o  ,  ] 
to  any  town.    In  relation  to  negotiating  vifli  o 
measures  of  coercion  in  existenoe,  Mr.  S.  aaksd,  ui 
when  did  tiie  violations  of  our  ri^tsccnunenMl  ':i 
80  long  ago  that  the  predse  Idme  could  not  U  »• 
fixed,     mien  did  our  coercive  measnrei  wo-  ., 
mescet  In  1808.  Mr.  K.  noticed  the  negotistoti  ^ 
during  whose  Ministry  atHrood  these  injuries  Ittd  -  ^ 
o(»um«naed,  and  continued.  Mr.  Eing,  Mr.  Hin- 
roe,  and  Mr.  Pinkney,  all  honorable  men,  hid  .,1 
successively  represented  the  United  States  ia  -^ 
Great  Britain.    And  could  any  thing  be  gather- ' . 
ed  fh>m  any  thing  they  had  ever  written  a  ^ 
said,  to  induce  a  belief  that  this  Oovenmuol  "", 
had  not  acted  with  sincerity  t    There  was  ths 
most  coQolusiva  evidence  to  the  contrary.    Tb, 
sud,  he  wonld  ask  nothing  of  Great  Brit^ 
Franca  that  wonld  t«nd  to  sacrifice  thdt 
honor ;  and  he  wished,  when  gentlemen  dveH 
so  much  on  the  r^ard  of  fbreign  nations  tot 
their  notional  character,  that  tney  would  re- 
spect a  little  the  character  of  onr  own  eonntiy. 
Mr.  D.  R.  WnjJua  said  he  had  been  decid- 
edly in  fbTor  of  issning  letters  of  marqoa  and  . 
reprisal  at  once ;  he  b^eved  it  wonld  have  out 
off  all  that  ftangus  matter  now  deteriorating  tb« 
body  politic—for  the  people  of  New  Enriand 
were  as  patriotic  as  any,  and  whon  the  <moica 
was  between  their  own  and  a  forwgn  country, 
they  would  cling  to  their  own.  It  was  the  hot- 
bed polit^ians  who  stirred  them  up:  anditwst 
neoessaiy  to  do  BomeHiing  promptly  to  pot  aa 
end  to  their  intrigues.    Mr.  W.  ^aUked  ths 
nm-interoonrse  system  tiironghout.  If  be  could 
not  get  war,  or  a  eontinaanoe  of  the  emborgtL 
he   wished,  inaamnoh  as  Great  Britain  wd 
France  had  each  interdicted  os  from,  going  to 
the  other,  to  declare  that  nether  their  ainied 
nor  unarmed  ships  should  contaminate  our  ra- 
ters.    This  was  a  system  which  reqnlnd  no 
exertion    of  patriotism    to  carry  into  effbol, 
which  conld  exdte  no  animosities  between  ths 
North  and  South.    In  relation  to  the  non-inter- 
oonrse^  he  believed  that  it  could  not  be  enforc- 
ed, and  nsed  a  variety  of  argmnentn  to  show 
that  it  could  not.      If  it  conld  be  enforced,  be 
believed  it  would  be  prodigiously  partiaL     If 
the  embargo  was  to  be  taken  oS;  and  war  not 
to  be  Bubetitnted;  if  the  nation  was  to  Bubmi^ 
he  wished  to  do  it  profitably.     If  the  embargo 
were  rdsed  as  to  s  single  spot,  it  was  rusedoi- 
tirely  to  all  effectual  purposes.     Then  let  your 
vessels  go,  said  he,  without  let  or  hindrance; 
let  them  go  and  be  burnt ;  your  merchants  will 
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th«a  feel  that  the  embargo  wu  a  Bhield  eprcad 
orar  them,  and  wilt  come  back  to  joar  proteo- 
fiio,  like  tite  pto^gal  eon,  and  onite  like  breth- 
mi  in  the  oonmioii  cause.  Mr.  W.  said,  bis 
ftei  vu  to  interdict  the  entranoe  of  oar  ports 
(o  beU^erent  Teaaela,  aimed  or  nnsnoed,  and 
hjttKLotiOjftroeatani  on  thur  manobo- 
tmei.  Great  Britun  most,  then,  either  go  to 
mr  w  treat  vith  m.  If  ehe  was  inclined  to  gu 
lo  war  in  preference  to  reToldng  her  Ordera  m 
Oomual,  1^  her  do  ao,  Bot  he  waa  inclined  to 
UlieTe  that  ahe  would  treoL  If  she  aedzed  our 
raMb,  howoTer,  the  effect  woold  be  inevitable. 
DinsoD  ammget  na  would  be  dose  away,  all 
wDotd  mute  heart  and  hand  in  war.  Hr.  W. 
n^ed  to  a  number  of  the  observations  of  Mr. 


Se  asked,  what  security 
had  the  United  States,  if  tbey  did  all  this,  if 
tt«7  Kibtiritted  to  aach  abject  humiliation,  that 
GiMt  Britain  would  treat  t  Was  it  to  be  ez- 
ftettA  that  die  wonld  treat  more  liberally  with 
OL  wbeowe  aolkited  aa  slaTes,  than  she  wonld 
while  we  msgnanimoDaly  oontendod  for  oar 

Stal  The  gentleman  from  Uaaaaohaaetta, 
a  lepeating  his  creed,  had  forgotten  a  ptkrt, 
Tii;  "llnfnrl  the  baanera  of  Uie  Repnblio 
•g^net  the  imperial  standard  I"  Tliia  would 
tnsptete  a  pnJjeot  he  had  lately  aeen  proposed 
fam  ttie  Ewt ;  and,  aa  lo  its  apidiaation,  ocnn- 
cUiag  with  the  wiuiea  over  the  water,  wonld 
b«  J^  meh  a  pn^ect  aa  Ur.  OaaDlDg  toi^t 
dictate.  "  Bevoke  yonr  prodamationj  remove 
the  embargo,"  and  "  nnfm'l  the  repnbhcaa  ban- 
am  uainst  the  Imperial  atandwl."  -  Ur.  W. 
acndnded  a  qteecb  of  an  honr  and  a  half  in 
length,  with  giving  notice  that  he  ahould  move 
to  amead  the  oiU,  whoi  the  present  motion  was 
decided,  by  atriUng  oot  all  tnat  part  of  it  relat- 
iag  to  BiHihintercoiirse,  and  inaertiag  a  proviaion 
inlerdiotiiw  the  enOvnoe  of  onr  harbon  to  any 
TBwli  of  Qreat  Britain  and  Tnaod,  and  impoe- 
lag  an  addiljoiial  daty  on  all  goods  imported 
from  tboBS  coimtriea. 

When  Mr.  V.condnded,  the  committee  rose, 
nd  obtained  leave  to  ait  again. 

THDsaDAT,  Febmarj  16. 
AMitioaalDutit*. 

The  Honae  resolved  itself  into  a  oommittee 
dthe  Whde,onthe  bill  for  impodng  additional 
Attiee  on  all  the  goods,  wares,  and  merohandiae, 
imported  into  the  United  Statea. 

Tbe  bin  was  amended  ao  aa  to  take  effect 
"fron  and  after  the  raasage  thereof." 

Tbe  prt^iodtion  c^red  by  Mr.  D.  B.  Wn^ 
uuis,  when  the  bill  was  before  under  considera- 
tion, was  withdrawn, 

lb.  Cook  renewed  the  propoeitjon,  viz :  to 
rai&ie  tbe  duties  to  be  inoreased,  to  goods  im- 
ported frtmi  Great  Britun  and  France,  and  the 
mkmies  of  either ;  and  spoke  an  hour  and  a 
kilf  in  sopport  of  his  motion,  and  in  opposition 
lo  the  nou'^ntercoiirse  system.     He  was  in 


faror  of  discriminating  dnties,  because  he  was 
ojiposed  to  the  non-intercoarse,  which  he  con- 
sidered the  best  means  of  depressing  our  navi- 
gating interest  and  advancing  that  of  Britain : 
beoaose  the  produce  of  the  United  Statea  would 
be  carried  to  some  place  of  depot  in  the  vicini- 
ty, and  thenoe  be  carried  to  £arope  in  British 
bottoms,  while  a  large  proportion  of  American 
shipping  would  t>e  inactive.  He  thooght  that, 
nnder  tbe  arming  ayatem,  we  could  trade  with 
at  least  as  much  honor  and  with  mnch  more 
profit  than  under  the  non-tnterconrse  systun. 
He  contended  that  the  non-intercourse  system 
was  predsely  calcnlated  to  destroy  that  moral 
principle  which  had  heretofore  so  strictly  en- 
forced our  revenoe  laws;  that  the  aysUim  of 
restriotion  was  partial,  operating  so  eqnally  on 
the  people  of  the  Sonth,  that  no  individuals 
particularly  soffered  from  it,  while  in  the  North 
and  East  individuals  wore  mined  by  it,  and  thns 
a  general  diatrees  produced;  tliat  it  would  be 
tbe  most  diBcoaroKing  act  to  the  mercantile 
intereet,  over  passed  by  the  Government,  for  it 
wonld  throw  the  trade  in  all  the  produce  kept 
in  the  country  by  the  embargo  into  foreign 
hands  at  the  e^>ense  of  the  American  mer- 
chant; that  the  system  could  not  be  enforced 
with  ao  extensive  a  fkintier  and  seacoast  as  we 
poeseea;  that  it  was  a  measure  calculated  to 
produce  irritation  on  foreign  nations,  without 
having  the  least  coercive  effect ;  that  it  was  a 
poUtioal  anidde^  withont  the  consolation  iff 
company  in  it.  Ur.  0.  was,  with  his  consti- 
tnents,  in  fovor  of  further  negotiation,  and  a 
firm  assertion  of  our  rights,  which,  if  refused  to 
be  acknowledged,  he  would  maintun.  It  was 
high  time  to  abuidon  visionary  schemes  and 
Impracticable  projtta,  and  to  pass  good,  plain, 
common  sense  laws.  He  believed  that  this 
discrimination  of  dutiea  and  arming  our  mer- 
chuit  Tcsaels  would  be  such  a  law.  He  spoke 
more  than  an  hour  and  a  half. 

Mr.  O.'a  motion  was  negatived  by  a  very 
lai^  mqjoriW.  The  committee  then  rose,  and 
reported  the  bill. 

The  amendments  made  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole  were  aeverally  agreed  to  by  the  House ; 
and,  on  the  question  that  the  bill  be  engroeeed 
for  a  third  readin^Mr.  Livbwiobs  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays.  There  were  for  it  85,  against 


commercial  intoroonrse. 

Mr.  Miu^os'a  motion  for  striking  out  the  first 
section  bung  under  oonsideration — 

Mr.  NiOEOLAB  rose  and  addreeaed  the  Ohair 

follows : 

Mr.  CfaBirman :  I  shall  not  conceal  or  disguise 
my  opinion;  it  has  been  and  continues  to  be, 
that  when  the  embargo  shall  cease,  war  will  be 
the  only  proper  and  honorable  course  for  this 
country  to  pursue,  if  reparation  shall  not  have 
been  made  for  the  injuries  we  have  reoeivod. 
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Uoder  this  conTictioii,  I  propcsed  a  resolntion 
limitiDg  the  dnratiaii  of  tlie  embargo,  and  ao 
tfaoriziog,  at  the  saioetiDie,  the  iMding  of  letters 
of  tuarqiM  and  reprisal.  I  tniat,  eir,  I  eh&Q  be 
pardoned  for  eipreaaing  the  deep  regret  and 
affliction  I  feel  fur  the  failure  of  a  measnre  bo 
important  in  my  judgment,  to  the  best  interests 
of  iny  conntry,  I  voted  for  the  embargo  ee  a 
precaatlonar;  and  as  a  coercive  measnre.  In 
ita  first  oharaater,  itii  wisdom  mnst  be  admitted 
hf  all.  ItB  eSeots  as  a  coercive  measnre  wonid, 
I  believe,  have  been  equally  certain,  if  the  mis- 
oonduct  of  socae  of  our  own  people,  and  the  rev- 
olntion  in  Sp^n,  had  not  impeded  ita  action. 
Unlesa  we  were  determined  to  persevere  in  onr 
olaima  for  redress,  and  tA  asaeit  oar  rights,  the 
embargo,  even  as  a  meaanre  of  precantion,  waa 
niuiecessarT.  It  gave  no  protection  to  oor  prop- 
erty ^mad,  it  gave  it  no  security  on  its  way 
home,  it  only  preserved  it  after  its  retnrn. 
When  the  injuries  of  which  we  complain  were 
inflicted,  onr  choice  was  between  EnbmisaioD 
and  resistance.  We  determined  to  resist,  and 
commenced  out  resistance  by  laying  an  emba^o, 
with  the  hope  that  it  might  of  its^  induce  Uie 
belligerents  to  do  ns  justice ;  and  it  this  expec- 
tation were  disappointed,  that  we  might  pre- 
pare for  war,  by  preserving  in  onr  own  possee- 
■ion  our  essential  resources — men  and  money. 
If  reslstsnce  was  not  onr  determiDatioQ,  I  do 
not  hesitate  to  say,  that  the  embargo  was  un- 
wise and  unneceesory.  If  we  intended  nltimate- 
I7  to  abandon  oar  rights  without  another  effort, 
we  should  have  suffered  less  both  in  repntatioa 
and  in  property,  by  immediate  submission,  tlian 
by  now  receding  from  the  ground  we  have 
taken.  I  do  not  believe  that  a  mngle  supporter 
of  the  embargo  looked  to  it  as  the  last  resort  of 
this  ooDDtry.     For  mysell  I  diselum  the  im- 

Sresaion,  and  declare  that  I  was  ready  to  abui- 
on  it  for  war,  when  its  primary  objects  should 
be  attained,  and  its  coercive  power  &irly  tested. 
I  have  stated  that  I  conMdered  the  return  of 
our  citizens,  the  eecnrity  of  our  property,  and 
the  employment  of  time  in  preparatjon  for  war, 
as  the  great  and  more  certain  effects  of  the 
embargo.  All  these  advantages  we  have  deriv- 
ed from  it.  I  believe  it  is  time  to  change  our 
measnree,  and  to  ptaoe  our  fatrn^  reliance  upon 
Providence,  and  upon  the  eneigies  and  valor  of 
onr  atizena.  Upon  this  point,  however,  I  think 
with  a  minority.  There  has  been  a  vote  of  this 
House  against  immediate  war.  Under  these 
oircnmst^ces  what  ODght  I  to  dot  I  mast 
either  vote  against  every  expedient  which  falls 
abort  of  what  I  deem  the  most  proper  ooorse, 
or  assent  to  that  which  accords  most  with  what 
I  tliink  right.  If  it  were  my  iudividual  concern, 
I  should  certainly  rely  npon  my  own  judgment : 
bat  when  every  thing  dear  to  my  country  is  at 
Btake,  I  cannot  justify  to  myself  a  periinacious 
adherence  to  a  proposition  already  Treated  by 
a  great  m^ority,  which  would  haEiird  the  loss 
of  a  measure,  the  best,  in  my  opinion,  that  can 
be  obtained.  After  having  offered  wliat  I 
thought  the  best,  and  seen  it  rejected,  I  think 


with  the  gentleman  &om  South  OaioUaa,  thati 
am  at  liberty,  and  that  it  is  my  duty,  to  unite 
with  others  in  support  of  attainable  measnrw 
which  appear  to  me  to  be  eondncive  to  the 
interest  of  the  ooonlry.  The  bill  npon  your 
table  appears  to  me  to  be  such  a  measure.  It 
maintains  our  attitode  towards  the  tteDigeraUa 
better  than  any  measure  which  I  have  heard 
proposed,  and  if  it  be  not  the  most  ^bctnal 
resistance,  at  least,  it  is  not  snbmisaiDa.  It 
continues  onr  solemn  protest  against  their  vio- 
lations of  our  rights ;  it  takes  new,  and  in  some 
reifiects,  stronger  gronnds  against  them.  It  ex- 
cludes from  onr  waters,  porta,  and  harbota,  tH 
their  vessels,  public  and  private;  it  eiclndea 
from  onr  country  all  their  prodnota  and  maii- 
ufactnres;  and  forbids  our  citizens  to  debsM 
and  degrade  their  coonbry  by  a  oommerdil 
int^roonrse  which  would  stain  and  ptJldte  Hmoi 
with  the  payment  of  an  ignominious  tribnte  to 
a  foreign  nation.  It  reeervee  the  gre«t  qnestioa 
to  be  decided  by  the  next  Congress,  wlueh  wiU 
be  informed  of  Uie  wishes  of  the  American  peo- 
ple ;  who  can  beat  determine  how  far  Uiej  witt 
submit  to  bave  their  rights  trampled  on,  at  ths 
will  and  pleasure  of  foreign  nationa.  By  keep- 
ing the  qnestion  open  for  their  dtscnssiou,  I 
have  the  ntmost  confidence  that  oor  ligfaU, 
honor,  and  independence,  will  be  munluned. 
The  gentleman  from  Fetmsylvania  asked  yesto- 
day,  why  not  repeal  the  embar^  law^  and 
provide  tor  the  enforcement  of  this  syston  by  a 
new  law?  In  addition  to  the  reasons  I  have 
stated,  I  will  mention  another,  which  has  great 
weight.  We  are  told  that  one  of  the  Stales  of 
this  Union  is  about  to  pasa  a  law,  imponag 
penalties  on  persons  employed  in  the  execaliou 
of  those  laws  within  that  State.  I  will  never 
consent,  tmder  these  circnmatancca,  to  adopt 
any  measore  which  might  wear  the  aspect  of 
yielding  to  a  threat  like  this.  So  man  lameaU 
more  sincerely  than  I  do,  that  the  LegisUtue 
of  any  State  should  take  such  a  step,  bat  I  think 
it  of  tbe  utmost  importance  that  ijie  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  should  muntain  it< 
authority,  and  that  it  should  be  ascert^ned 
whether  its  measures  may  at  any  time  be  em- 
barrassed  by  tbe  Legislatures  of  one  or  more 
States,  or  ita  Jaws  annulled  by  their  anthoritj. 
Sach  oonid  not,  I  believe,  have  be«i  the  im- 
pression either  of  the  people  or  of  the  State) 
when  the  General  Government  was  formed  { 
and  if  this  conduct  be  persevered  in  or  aabmit- 
ted  to,  it  will,  in  efiec^  supersede  the  Goveru- 
ment,  and  most  speedily  terminate  in  its  di9i>- 
Intion.  I  hope  and  trust  that  the  wisdom  and 
patriotism  of  the  Legislature  of  MassachoMaa 
will  notpermit  suchalawto  beeaaoted.  Other- 
wise, I  do  not  donbt  that  the  people  at  the 
Spring  elections,  will  choose  men  eolicitooe  to 
heal,  by  every  means  within  their  power,  the 
woonds  inflicted  on  the  constitution.  It  b  1 
paiufol  duty  to  notice  this  sal^ect.  I  have  ever 
been  devoted  to  the  Union  ot  the  States.  I 
woold  cherish  and  support  it  at  every  huard, 
and  would  sacrifice  to  its  preservation  every 
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tiling  bat  tfae  rights  and  libettiM  of  oQe  MCtioD, 
ia  aunpliaoce  to  the  wisbea  of  another.  On 
anh  oonditdotu  it  woold  be  Tossalage,  not  anion. 
To  jield  ia  the  preaent  inatsnoe,  would  be 
jteloing  tb«  Ooverament  to  a  minorit7.  It  ie 
not  practicably  bowerer,  to  act  upon  the  Bub- 
j«et  dnring  the  prewnt  seaeion,  nor  do  I  wiah 
iL  I  hare  the  ntmoAt  confidence  in  the  people 
of  Maaaachnsetta,  and  have  no  doabt  bnt  thftt 
tlieir  good  BMue  will  ajqilj  the  proper  oor- 
rMti»B.  If  they  do  not.  It  will  than  remain  for 
die  other  Statea,  after  giving  to  the  satyeet  the 
•olcom  and  deUberato  conaideratioa  which  it 
moita,  to  dccid«  whether  they  have  a  Govem- 
mentor  not,  whether  it  is  compatible  with  their 
b^ipiueag  and  intereets  to  preserve  a  Goyem- 
nmt  whose  acta  are  binding  on  them  only  who 
m  willing  to  obey  ibem ;  whether  they  will 
ntHnit  that  tlie  pnblio  offioers  of  the  United 
Statei  ahsll  be  ponisbed  for  the  faithfal  per- 
fbrmaiKea  of  thar  duty, 

I  hare  confined  my  observations  within  to 
lanow  limits  as  poauble.    It  is  not  now  neces- 


f  the  superior  advuitages 
of  any  psrtjenltir  mode  of  resistance ;  for  it  is,  I 
behere,  a  very  prevalent  opinion  in  this  House, 
u  well  as  with  the  nation,  that  we  have  already 
deli1>«rated  enoogh,  and  that  it  is  incumbent  on 
n  to  act.  I  will,  therefore,  very  briefly  noUce 
mat  objections  I  have  heard  to  the  bill.  It  is 
wged  that  our  products  will  find  their  way  to 
Great  Briton  and  France,  but  certunly  to 
Great  Britain,  by  circnitooa  routes,  and  that  we 
(ball  derive  leaa  profit  from  them  on  that  ac- 
coaut,  than  if  n  direct  intercourse  were  permitr 
ted.  This  cannot  bo  denied,  nor  ia  there  a  man 
vlio  would  not  prefer  a  free  trade  with  the 
'hoJe  world,  if  it  coold  be  ei^oyed  upon  equal 
ifid  boDorable  terms,  to  a  commerce  so  limited 
md  ihackled  as  ours  ia  at  this  time  by  the  bel- 
%erent  edicts.  The  qnestion  ia  not  now  how 
we  can  most  advantageously  avul  ourselves 
of  a  iDomentary  commerce,  bnt  how  we  can  aa- 
MTt  the  uatiooal  sovereignty,  and  best  secure 
the  permanent  intereeta  of  the  United  States. 
Ko  geotlemaii,  I  preaume,  will  contend  that  it 
a  better  for  na  to  permit  a  disgraoefnl  inter- 
eoarae  with  any  nation,  than  to  endure  a  tem- 
poniry  privation,  until  we  can  trade  on  &ir  and 
booortble  temoa.  Gentlemen  cannot  delade 
tbemsdrea  with  any  expectation  of  advantage 
froni  the  commerce  now  allowed  to  ns.  The 
two  most  valuable  prodacta  of  this  country  must 
nun  and  beggar  those  interested  in  their  cal- 
Sue— I  mean  cotton  and  tobacco.  It  ia  well 
inarnn  that  the  quantity  of  tobacco  annually 
prodikwd,  is  fully  equal  to  the  annoal  consump- 
tkn,  tod  that  we  have  now  two  crops  on  hand ; 
while  the  edicts  of  Great  Britain  and  France 
IN  eontinned,  it  would  be  folly  to  cultivate 
this  plant,  and  it  is  more  or  less  true  of  every 
other  product  of  our  soil.  U  we  were  at  war 
with  these  nfttiona,  oar  products  would  reach 
thta  through  the  same  circuitous  channels  into 
which  ihey  will  be  foroed  by  this  law,  bat  cer- 


tainly that  consideration  would  not  be  deemed 
a  good  argument  for  permitting  direct  inter- 
course with  our  enemies.  As  to  the  difGculty 
of  excluding  their  products  and  mauufactares, 
it  ia  very  possible  that  we  may  not  be  able  to 
do  it  entirely,  but  I  am  satisfiail  that  we  ghoU 
do  it  ereentially.  The  great  avenue  through 
which  British  goods  can  be  most  easily  smug- 

Sled  into  this  ooontry  ia  Canada,  ano  that,  I 
oubt  not,  will  soon  be  closed  if  the  edicts  be 
not  rescinded.  The  present  state  of  things  can- 
not long  continue ;  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
i:^  that  it  ought  not,  and  that  the  next  Con- 
greas  mnat  either  abfmdoa  the  contest,  or  resort 
to  more  e^ctnol  meana  for  the  maintenance  of 
onr  rights  than  commercial  restrictions  and  pro- 
hibitions. The  gentleman  from  8outh  CaroUna, 
whose  eloquence  I  admire,  and  whose  patriotism 
I  honor,  n>eaks  of  this  measure  as  aubinisaion, 
and  oonsidera  that  which  he  proposed  as  re^et- 
anoe — not  indeed  oa  the  measure  of  his  choice, 
but  as  the  one  which  is  next  to  itin  his  estima- 
tion. It  mast  be  obvious  to  the  House,  and  I 
am  sure  it  will  be  equally  ao  to  the  gentleman 
himaelf,  that  if  his  aystem  would  be  renstonoe, 
the  course  indicated  by  the  bill  has  in  that  view 
superior  merit.  The  g«ntieman  acknowledges 
the  principal  advantage  of  his  plan  to  consist  in 
this,  that  It  would  deprive  Britiah  vessels  of  the 
tranq>ort  of  our  produce ;  if  it  con  be  shown 
that  this  object  will  be  accomplished  more  ef- 
fectually by  the  bill  in  its  present  form  than  by 
the  proposed  alteration,  it  is  fair  to  eipect  for 
it  his  support  If  tnis  plan  were  adopted, 
Great  Britain  would  regain  her  full  share  of 
the  transport  of  oor  produce  by  augmenting  the 
duties  in  favor  of  her  own  bottoms  to  an 
amount  that  would  be  an  indemnity  for  a  short 
voyage,  by  opening  the  port  of  Halifax,  and 
another  port  at  St.  Mary's,  to  our  vessels,  and 
all  that  would  then  remain  to  our  own  vessels 
would  be  the  profits  of  the  coasting  trade  from 
our  harbor;  to  those  ports  of  deposit.  If  I 
believed  this  course  the  most  honorable  and 
effectual  mode  of  resisting,  I  would  willingly 
embrace  it ;  but,  mr,  I  con  never  consent  to  any 
plan  by  which  a  direct  oommeroial  interconrae 
is  to  be  produced  between  this  ooantry  and 
Great  Britain  and  Franctk  while  their  edicts 
continue  in  force.  Kor  will  I  ever  abandon  the 
hope  and  belief  tiiat  my  countrymen  possess  the 
manly  spirit  of  independenoe,  the  honorable 
pride  and  charact«r  which  will  disdain  to  barter 
fbr  gold,  or  for  a  miserable  fragment  of  com- 
meroe,  those  rights  which  were  purchased  by 
the  v^or  and  the  blood  of  their  fathers. 

The  qneation  was  taken  on  striking  out  the 
first  section  of  the  bill  and  nc^tived— yeas  24. 

SiTUBDAi,  February  18. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  Kaxwadukb  Wic^ 
1.IAK8,  from  Nerth  Carolina,  appeared  and  took 
bis  seat  in  the  House. 
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Olariaen'*  Hutory  <tf  SUteery. 

Tlie  Speaksr  laid  before  the  HoDse  ft  letter 
from  Thomas  F.  Cope,  offering  to  the  accept- 
ance of  CoDgrefls,  in  behslf  of  the  American 
Oonvention  for  promoting  the  abolition  of  sla- 
Tery  and  improving  the  condition  of  the  Afri- 
cans, lately  aseemUad  in  the  city  of  Philadd- 
pbia,  a  book,  entitled  "Olarkson'a  History  of 
Slaverj,"  nhich  is  reqnested  to  be  deporited  in 
the  Librarj  of  Congress.  The  said  letter  was 
read ;  whereupon ,  &  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Hhjios,  that  the  Eonse  do  oome  to  the  follow- 
ing resolntion ; 

Jiaalvtd,  That  the  Speaker  b«  reqnutad  lo  ao- 
IniaiTlaige  Che  reoeipt  latd  sccaptuiea  of  "  CUikmn'i 
History  of  SUvny,'  praauited  by  the  Anuiicao  Con- 
Tsution  for  pranotiog  the  abolition  of  ilaraiy,  and 
improving  uie  coudition  irftbcAfricaiu  ;  and  ^t  the 
nid  iraik  b«  di^oiited  in  the  libmy. 

And  the  question  bdng  pat  thereapon,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affinnative — U  to  16. 

Jfor^InUreowte, 
Ur.  Glopton  eaid :  Ur,  Chairman,  bebg  one 
of  thoae  who  are  not  wiUing  to  escbange  the 
«nbargo  for  the  system  of 

?r;G "      : 

not  say  that  I  entortam  mnch  hope  of  aacces^ 
altbongh  indeed  I  do  uncerely  wish  that  the 
motion  may  prevail.  It  has  been  nnifbrmly  my 
opinioii,  sir,  and  stilt  is,  tliatthe  embargo  ought 
to  be  adhered  to  nntjl  a  m^ority  of  the  greet 
body  of  the  people  of  the  United  Btatea  shonld 
prefer  war  itself  to  a  longer  oontinoaiicQ  (rf  it 
I  cannot  perceive  any  middle  oourse  between 
those  two  alteroativea,  which  can  truly  main- 
tain the  honor  of  the  nation ;  and  shall  this  na- 
tion descend  ftom  that  ground  to  any  degree  of 
Babmtssion,  either  openly  or  oovertiy,  to  any 
nation  on  earth)  God  fbrbid,  sir.  Forbid 
it  every  thing  that  is  dear  and  valoable  to  as  as 
members  of  a  free  and  independent  nation  I 

Long  indeed  bag  our  oountry  eoogbt  the  es- 
tablishment of  QeQtrality,  bnt  sought  it  honor- 
ably. The  great  and  prominent  object  with  the 
United  States,  as  to  ilieir  exterior  relations, 
always  has  been  to  maintain  peace — bnt  to  main- 
tain it  honorably  and  oonBistently  with  the 
righta  of  the  nation.  In  pursnit  of  this  oliiject 
Great  Briton  will  receive  the  principal  benefit 
of  the  trade,  notwithstanding  the  prohibitions 
of  this  bill.  If  American  vessels  are  permitted 
to  go  out  at  all,  most  of  them  will  go,  if  not  to 
British  ports,  to  some  particnlor  ports,  aa  has 
been  observed,  fh>m  whence  Great  Britain  will 
Anally  receive  their  cargoes;  and  in  a  short 
time,  perh^M,  npon  cheaper  terms  than  they 
could  he  obt^ed  for  in  enr  own  ports ;  and  I 
do  not  know  what  is  to  secure  Ihem  from  cap- 
tnre  when  bound  to  other  ports,  if  they  fall  in 
with  British  cruisers,  unless  indeed  tbey  should 
go  into  British  ports,  pay  the  detestable  tribute 
and  accept  Jicenses;  and  the  law  will  be  abun- 
dantiy  evaded  by  smnggjiog  into  the  country  ar- 


ticle* of  British  mann&ctnre— and  ue  doabt, 
many  of  French  maonActnre  tea  Basidn,  air, 
the  consequence  of  this  measure  very  probably 
will  be  war  at  last^  and  at  no  distast  period; 
a  war,  too,  which  will  commence  nuder  grot 


nnder  this  accmnnlationof  ii)jnrie«,th«nii 
of  embargo  was  reeorted  to — a  measure  haTiug 
in  view  a  conntcraction  to  the  whole  system  rf 
aggresMon  carried  on  against  the  United  8tstts 
— a  measure  which  has  been  pnrsned  as  a  maia 
ctf  bringing  about  a  relinqoi^ment  of  that  itro- 
done  system  on  the  part  of  the  twlIigereDta, 
andaredresa  of  injmdea  iufiicled  on  m,  together 
with  the  preservation  of  peace.    This  nuann 


thi£  day,  by  the  nation  at  large,  the  portiai  ^ 
ooDtents  which  have  amieared  in  some  parlicnlir 
parts  of  tbe  country  only  excepted.  'Hie  natioD 
at  large  has  cheerniUy  acqnieaoed  in  the  privt- 
tions,  the  inconveniences,  and  the  difficoltica 
incident  to  such  a  state  of  tbinga.  Ithaseibib- 
ited  a  memorable  example  of  self-deoial  in  ms- 
tuning  this  eitnation,  with  a  view  to  obtain  re- 
drees  of  wnmgs  and  recognition  of  its  msritinw 
rights,  without  a  sacrifice  of  peace,  Tlitb  thii 
object,  fair  and  honorahle  ne^tiation  baa  been 
resorted  to  from  time  to  time  for  a  eertei  of 
years.  By  this  means  redress  of  wrongs  haa 
beett  repeatedly  soaght,  and  Bought  iu  vain. 
By  this  means  the  Government  of  the  Uoited 
States  lias  exercised  itself  to  procure  relinquiah- 
ment  of  onttages  and  violation  of  onr  neatnl 
rights;  bnt  as  often  have  all  its  efforts  proved 
nnavailing.  No  wrong  redressed — no  ceteation 
of  outrage  yet  appeared:  on  the  contrary  mora 
nomerona  and  more  aggravated  ones  fdlowed 
in  quick  suooenton.  A  long  series  of  iijanaiB 
acts,  the  offipring  of  new  and  (if  possilile)  more 
atrocious  prindples  than  what  constituted  tbe 
pretended  groond  of  former  outrages,  wera 
pressed  with  accumulating  weight  into  tlie  trun 
of  former  outrages,  iosomnch  that  those  which 
followed  after,  taken  along  with  those  which 
had  preceded,  made  np  a  combined  syst^u 
which  threatened  to  sweep  from  the  oceac  al- 
most every  particle  of  canvas,  and  all  the  tloa^ 
ing  property  of  this  great  Bepablio. 

These,  sir,  are  the  objects  for  which  this 
measure  has  been  thus  tar  and  eo  patiently  pur- 
sued.  Great  and  momeutous  objects,  and  wor 
thy  of  a  great  and  magnanimons  nation  t  Why, 
then,  should  it  be  now  determined  at  aU  events 
to  abandon  this  measnref  Why  should  it  be  ao 
determined,  at  a  period  of  all  others  moat  pro- 
pitiouB  to  the  embargo,  if  continued  and  execu- 
ted—a  period,  of  all  others,  I  think,  best  calcu- 
lated to  give  it  effect  by  this  Honse  manifestiiu 
a  firm  disposition  to  adhere  to  it  t  For,  NT,  1 
consider  this  as  the  moat  critical  period,  which 
could  poaaiWy  arrive,  as  to  the  reiu  effect  of  tii8 
embargo.  I  conader  it  as  the  most  important 
period,  at  which  the  conduct  of  this  House 
might  render  that  measure  eflectoally  coercive^ 
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If  it  «Ter  can  be  made  so  at  til — and  why,  sir, 
do  I  tbink  sol  Becaose,  in  the  first  place,  I 
(ODceiTs  it  caonot  ereii  be  a  qaestiou  irhether 
Itw  BritiBb  Government  has  not  calcnUted  on 
tbe  diaconteots,  wbich  speared  in  eome  partio- 
nUr  parts  of  tbe  Union,  bo  bb  to  derive  at  least 
lome  eipectatioii  therefrom  that  those  discon- 
teoainigbt  make  such  impression  on  Oongress 
u  la  induce  them  to  raise  the  embargo  in  the 
(none  of  this  sesuon.  Those  diaoontente,  no 
dnbt,  eidCed  (frateM  expeotations  of  ita  re- 
DwraL  It  isp«rfoctl7  oatoral  to  auppose  that 
tatt  eTCDts  taking  platse  in  xay  part  of  this  coim- 
tfjr  niiisl  hate  produced  coIcolationB  of  that  sort 
1  ctoDot  but  b«liere,  nr,  that  they  have  looked 
fintud  to  the  period  of  this  session,  with  ani- 
ion  salicitode,  to  mark  the  temper  of  Oonj^esa 
iordatkm  to  this  very  interesting  snbject;  and, 
u  thej  must  have  presumed  that  Congress  could 
not  viev  sach  aeriona  eventa  with  indifference, 
Hme  sipectation  that  the  effect  might  be  so 
itiMig  s«  to  iadnce  a  repeal  of  tbe  system  oould 
Maroely  M  to  be  tbe  conclQBioti.  Such  con- 
diuian  tss  to  be  expected,  even  if  the  extent 
a  diaatisfacdon  had  been  fairly  reported  to 
them— even  had  it  been  in  no  d^ree  miwepre- 
aealed.  Bat,  air,  there  are  a  thousand  chanceB 
to  goe  that  the  reporta,  which  conveyed  the  in- 
fmnation  to  that  oomitrj,  gre&tly  exaggerated 
tba  (leu— that  the  picture  waa  drawn  in  mnoh 
ttrooger  colors  than  were  consistent  with  tbe 
nd  trntb— that  the  instances  of  discontent 
T<te  staled  not  only  to  have  been  deeper  in 
tb^  natore  than  thev  really  were,  but  that  a 
mndi  larger  nnmber  of  persons  had  partaken  of 
it  than  really  did— that  a  spirit  of  disaffection 
Ind  spread  itself  far  and  wide.  Not  a  shadow 
rf  doubt  rests  on  my  mind,  sir,  that,  in  all  re- 
elects whatever,  the  nnpleaaant  occnrrcnces  to 
which  I  have  alluded,  were  greatly  magnilied. 
With  these  drcanastanceB  others  have  combined 
to  render  tbe  embai^  inefficacious  as  yet,  or  at 
lust  to  prevent  it  from  having  its  full  effect  It 
is  to  be  recollected,  sir,  that  very  Boon  aJler  the 
It*  laying  an  embargo  waa  passed  efforts  were 
made  to  render  it  unpopular  and  to  excite  dissat- 
ii&etiDD.  Disaatiafactiona  were  not  only  excited  J 
kt  many  nnprincipled  persons  found  means  to 
fit  the  law  and  make  exportations  contrary 
to  its  previaioDS.  Under  a  combination  of  cir- 
mntances,  then,  so  encouraging  to  the  hopes 
rf  tbe  British  Qovemment  as  those  mnst  have  ap- 
pwed  to  them,  the  continuance  of  their  Orders 
in  CoDDdl  until  the  temper  of  Congresa,  during 
tliit  session,  could  be  known  to  them,  is  not 
Kmdi  to  be  wondered  at.  The  hope  of  nJtimate 
iDKOt  in  rendering  our  commerce  tributary  to 
tbem,  which  those  circumstances|  no  doubt, 
Krntribnted  not  a  little  to  inspire,  with  such  a 
piTemment,  waa  of  itself  sufficient  ground  to 
iodiiee  a  continuance  of  those  orders.  I^ngei- 
ptti*ace  of  British  policy,  which  the  United 
Stiiea  hare  had.  Justifies  this  opinion.  Long 
experience  of  a  sjBtematic  design  in  that  gov- 
nuncot  to  shaclde  our  commerce  and  subject 
It  to  their  arbitrary  restrictions,  leaves  no  room 

Toe  rv.— 8 


y  resolve  upon,  and  carry 
of  enerOT,  though  attended 
I  and  difficultiea,  but  that  it 


to  doubt  of  their  dispodtiou  to  pursue  that  de- 
sign until  the  conduct  of  this  Government  should 
convince  them  of  its  total  iaefficacy  to  produce 
the  object  sought  for,  The  sligbteat  prospect 
of  succeeding  in  their  design,  however  delusive 
that  prospect  might  be,  keeps  np  their  hopes 
until  the  delosion  vanishes.  It  remains,  thet), 
for  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  at  this 
very  interestiog  crisis,  to  dispel  that  delusion 
by  a  firm  adherence  to  this  measure,  and  thus 
to  disperse  every  gleam  of  hope  which  m^ 
have  resulted  fh)m  the  circumstances  of  diMon- 
tent  which  had  appeared,  and  the  evasions  <^ 
the  law  w^ich  took  place  in  the  country.  At 
this  truly  critical  period,  to  which  their  anxious 
attention  has  been  directed,  let  thia  t>ody  man- 
ifest an  inflexible  perseverance,  and  demonstrate 
to  them  that  all  their  hopea,  foimded  on  thoae 
or  any  other  oircumslancea.  are  vain  indeed. 
Let  it  be  demonstrated  to  them  that  this  Gov- 
ernment cannot  only  resolve  t 
Into  effect,  measures  of  enerOT,  t 
with  inconveniences  and  difficulties," b 
can  pnrBQe  such  measures  so  lone  as  they  si 
be  deemed  expedient  for  the  oryect  in  view. 
Let  every  declaration  and  every  conception 
concerning  the  American  character,  as  a  nation, 
in  respect  to  its  cherishing  an  overweening  at- 
tachment to  gain,  BO  as  to  be  willing  to  submit 
to  indignities  for  the  sake  of  it,  be  completely 
falsified.  Let  it  be  demonstrated,  beyond  * 
poBsibiiity  of  doubt,  that  there  exists  not  in  the 
great  body  of  the  people  of  this  country  any 
love  of  gain  comparable  to  tbe  love  of  real  na- 
tional independence  and  freedom ;  that  this 
love  of  national  independence  and  freedom  an- 
imates the  true  American  soul  far  beyond  any 
other  seotiment,  and  tliat,  in  support  of  it,  the 
greatest  ^acrificea  of  interest  are  cheerfnlly  ao- 
quiesced  in.  But,  sir,  what  will  be  the  infer- 
ence drawn  from  tiiis  measure  proposing  a  re- 
Gal  of  the  embargo,  as.  it'  does,  a^er  it  shall 
ve  been  adopted.  Will  it  not  Justify  asser- 
tions, that  this  Government  has  not  stability  or 
firmness  enough  to  carry  into  effect  energetio 
measures,  or  such  as  check  the  current  of  wealth 
for  any  considerable  time  from  flowing  into  the 
conntrv)  Such  assertions,  or  assertions  to  that 
effect,  have,  I  believe,  been  frequently  made; 
and  they  have  been  often  repelled  by  words  as 
slanderous  reproaches  on  the  Government.  Sir, 
let  us  not  take  from  them  tbe  demerit  of  being 
slanderous,  by  affording  any  ground  for  the  jns- 
tificatton.  But  I  fear,  sir,  I  greatly  fear,  that  a 
repeal  of  tbe  embargo  laws,  as  now  proposed, 
will  go  far  towards  justifying  such  assertions. 

Tliis  is  apertod  ot  our  political  existence,  Ifr. 
Chairman,  which  renders  firmness  in  tbe  coun- 
cils of  the  nation  peculiarly  requisite.  The 
crisis  is  vastly  momentotis  and  trying,  and  at- 
tended with  circumstances,  both  from  within 
end  from  without,  which  strongly  call  for  ded- 
sion  in  the  Legislature.  The  existence  of  tbe 
Government  seemsalmost  to  depend  upon  their 
firmness  and  decision.  Whilst  the  members  of 
this  body  respect  the  rights  of  individnals,  let 
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tli«m  coDBider  the  consequence  of  being  driven 
from  a  measure  of  greal  imporUnce  b;  the 
ooDdact  of  a  smoll  part  of  the  community,  It 
is  the  dutj  of  each  part  eqnally  to  respect  and 
obe;r  the  lavs ;  and  if  apprehension  of  the  con- 
sequence of  a  faction,  clamoring  against  the  acts 
of  the  Government,  sliould  deter  It  tyom  pnrsn- 
ing  its  coarse,  such  would  be  an  alarming  mani- 
festation of  its  weakness.  Bir,  I  fear  for  the 
Government,  almost  to  trembling.  I  feel  emo- 
tions which  I  cannot  express.  It  is  at  a  point 
of  awful  trial  and  responsibility.  The  svstem 
which,  it  appears,  is  abont  to  be  abandoned, 
will  be  exchanged  for  a  miserable  one,  which, 
on  onr  retom  to  oar  homes,  will  not  draw  on 
na  many  smiles. 

The  motion  of  Ur.  Gloptok  was  negatived, 
69toSS. 

Mr.  UiLBOx.  moved  to  amend  the  same  sec- 
tion so  as  to  strike  out  the  exoeption,  and  making 
tie  repeul  of  the  embargo  tot^. 

Ur.  Vabitdm  supported  this  motion.  If  the 
non-intercouiae  system  was  to  prevail,  he 
thought  it  made  mnch  more  intelligible  to  the 
revenoe  ofBcers  by  repealing  the  embargo  laws, 
and  enacting  the  non-intercourse  aa  a  new  sys- 
tem throughont.  He  spoke  in  favor  of  the  re- 
peal of  the  embargo  laws,  stating  the  evawons 
which  had  taken  place,  and  that  these  evasions 
had  not  been  confined  to  any  particular  section 
of  the  Union.  He  observed  that  a  partial  repeal 
of  the  embargo  woold  destroy  all  the  coercive 
effects  of  the  measure,  inasmnch  as  prodooe 
wonld  be  let  out,  and  would  find  its  way  to 
every  quarter  of  the  world.  Mr.  V.  observed 
that  were  the  amendments  agreed  to,  he  should 
be  ready  to  go  with  gentlemen  in  any  other 
practicable  meadure  which  they  would  select 
for  maintaining  our  righta. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Miloor  was  negatived,  57 
to  68. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the 
bill ;  and  the  House  a^oumed  without  consider- 
ing the  report. 

FsiDAi,  March  8. 
Adjournment. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
stating  that  they  had  appointed  a  committee  in 
Goiijunction  with  snch  committee  as  should  be 
appointed  by  the  House,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that 
they  had  concluded  the  business  pending  before 
them,  and  were  reedy  to  adjourn.  A  commit- 
tee was  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House  to 
Join  the  committee  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Shilib  offered  the  fbllowing  resotntion : 


•Jduons  and  impoituit  dutias  aaogned  to  him  whUiC 
in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Bow  Ay  moved  that  it  be  postponed  indeS- 
nitely.     Messrs.  Rowah  and  Ltoit  supported 


the  motion ;  and  Measre.  Eppsa  and  Jaoeboi 
opposed  it. 

The  resolntion  passed,  68  to  0. 

The  Spbaxbh  returned  his  acknowledgmenli 
to  the  Home  for  this  tribute  of  their  qiprobstioD, 
as  follows: 

Gtndemim  of  lie  Bourn  of  B^rmemlati'vet .- 
Tbs  kind  eipreiaion  of  your  appiobation  of  ny 

eoudact,  in  the  diacharge  of  the  dntiet  which  jmi 
have  beiin  pleuad  to  anign  me  ■>  Spaa^erof  tba 
Hmua,  ■fibrdi  ms  that  cooKilitiau  which  an  ■pprvT- 
ing  ooDidsuce  alone  ean  nirpaa.  Yon  will  plaui^ 
gentlemen,  (o  accept  my  tbuiki  tar  the  liberal!^  mi 
candor  irhich  you  have  QnifDmilj  nuuiiieated  towardi 
ma  :  and  ba  aimred,  that  the  friendly  aid  whidi  I 
^Te  eiperienoed  from  yon  in  tha  disofaarge  </  my 
offidal  duty,  luu  made  a  deep  impreadoa  oo  tla 


Mr.  Cttts,  traa  the  committee  appointed  to 
WEut  on  the  President,  reported  that  they  bad 

performed  that  duty,  and  that  the  President 
had  informed  them  that  he  had  no  further  coa- 
mnnication  to  make. 
And  the  House  ai^oumed  line  die.' 


(Uwauulb- 

r  wtHah  had  to  ba  paid,)  uid  the  gntOj 
rfaleh  reqalred  to  be  guarded,  the  aptoa 
imj  vhloh  tiB  ehoriabed  eaabLtd  Urn  1* 

STceuae)  vlthoat  iDcnaM  of  dntlH,  uA 
of  coat  vhlch  thonld  A>nn  tba  atndf  aad 
The  iWiu 


J,  1**,  111,  an 
enulned  an 


WBllUalKiulISiHreeii 

lawei  balDg  InuEulden 
on,  l|!.»0,000,)  .ubj«l  t< 


;  Itie  ipcciaea  (latremi 
a  rata;  tha  ftH  IM  M 

vai  bappllf  feflfE&ealad 
age  of  tba  ail  wlaniU 
Doal  all  (all  npoB  tbi  14 


wU,  tdy  about  half  a  ma- 

immiaunndtTtbaiapereeDtumiTbllalha 

thtrtj-eli  miUlOflB  oT  dollars.  TbB  artielai  luad  bf  tte 
bodj  of  the  people  IbII  Into  thti  clui,  (tba  other  two  tla— 
arobraclDg  artlelei  wbieh  might  be  calleil  laiBrlot,}  to  that 
Ut  per  ceatnoi  upon  the  valoa  mar  he  eonildarad  u  lb* 
iDtf  irhlch  fell  Dpen  the  eannlrj.  The  eipeuoB  of  ceUte- 
Ion  Btlll  remained  at  about  4  per  centom,  and  the  nrenaa 
sntteriarTlee  (there  belog  bot  little  lempCatlon  to  snonla 
-IIIb;  and  the  ipMlfla 


dollarB ;  Uial  ftvoi  BpeclAca 


.    Of  It 


— IwTlnjdi.  ■ 


(Jon  eight  mlUloDs)  n 
part  la  the  piladpal,  of  the  publlo  dabt.    Of  ths  r 
tharBvoptto  tba  military  and  Indian  dapartmt 

Uon;  to  tribute  to  Albert.  (iDashrd  aodcr  the  na 

al|[D  Interoonne,)  two  hnndrad  thonfland  dollare;  i 

cItU  lilt,  ambtadng  the  whole  machlnerT-  of  ths  dill  grr* 

enmant.  with  aU  Ita  -  .  - 

bandrad  thoniand  doUin— leaving  io 
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HnOu  t«mliHtad  a*  U  rf  lIiRh,  18W,  but  lU  blT  Onu- 
M  wnUzif  mnd  two  jimn  twfim— wJUi  tha  bmUng  ap 

tb  daaw4  Af  the  Fnndi  ampeTOr,  ud  tfa«  maAforst  of 
[ilnlliai  ud  of  expUH  vbliih  tlu  «iidaet  of  6mt  Brl- 
liliiBdofPnD«  l»oiielit  upon  HI.  ThatiiaUtt  fHn  of 
vlL,itrDD£  ooitruCbi  tJio  lix  lint. 


■ntloa  Ibi  nr  witli  dds  of  Ui*  gnitoit  pomn  in 
world,  while  dolsf  do  wrong  onnalToi,  ud  anlr  uklDi 
whit  tha  liwi  of  uUoiu  ud  of  utan  illowwl  a 
Mudlf  Dutnll(7,  ud  sumption  titaa  tha  erlla  of  t 
with  whish  wa  h»l  no  oonoam.  PrapumtloB  tar  wu 
thsB  » tsdlDDa  ud  aipaiulTs  pmwM ;  ainbUKO,  non-li 
ooane,  fortlflaAtloD^  >hlpa,  EollItU,  regnkr  troopa.  All 
la  how  aqpanedad  bj  nllniada  and  Toluntaen,  nadj  at 
momant  to  annlhlUta  uij  iBTadlog  fona;  ud  bj  pi 
taazi,  laadf  to  drlra  tha  Dommena  of  iDj  natloB  from 
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BEQDN   AT    THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTOK,   MAT   2!,   1B0«. 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,— JAMES  MADISON. 


PKOOEEDINGS  IN  JHE  SENATE.* 


MosDAT,  Kaj  23, 1809. 
Conformably  to  the  act  pawed  at  the  last  aee- 
raOD,  entitled  "  An  acC  to  alter  the  time  for  the 
next  meeting  of  Gongieaa,"  the  first  aeeaon  of 
the  eleventh  OotiKreaa  oommenoed  thU  daj,  and 
the  Benafe  aaeembled  in  thwr  chamber,  at  the 
dtj  of  Washington. 

Gbobsk  Clinton,  Tioe  Preaident  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  Preddent  of  the  Senate. 

NIOR0I.AS  GiuuB  and  Kahum  Pabxeb,  from 
Hew  Hampabire. 

ToiOTKY  PioxKBma,  from  Haaaachosetta. 

JuBS  HtLLSouai  and  Chi.ci<dki  Qoodbioh, 
from  Coouectioot. 

F.iittTii  MATHsmoii  and  Fbahoib  HALsomc, 
from  Rhode  Island. 

JosAiour  BoBiNBOir,  from  Vermont. 

JoEN  LuiBBST,  from  Kew  Jersey. 

Akdbkw  GBZoa  and  Miobasl  Lxeb,  from 
FennsylTBnia. 

Sakubl  White,  ft^tm  Delaware. 

Sauuel  Shuh,  from  Uaryland. 

WiUJAM  B.  Giufa,  from  Virginia, 

Jesbb  Fbasklin  and  Jahis  Tlibhbr,  n 
North  OaroUna. 

John  Gaillabd,  from  Bonth  Carolina. 

BooKiRB  Tbhubtos,  from  Kentaeky. 

Retcbm  JoNATHiN  MaiGfl,  jr.,  from  Ohio. 

Joseph  Andbkbon,  appointed  a  Senator  bj 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  tiie  fourth 
day  of  Harch  last ;  and  Obadiah  Gbbuan 
pointed  a  Senator  by  tbe  Legislature  of 


State  (rf  New  Tork,  for  the  tenn  of  six  years, 
commencing  on  the  fonitii  day  of  Uarch  last, 
severally  prodnoed  their  credentjala,  which 
were  read ;  and  the  oath  prescnbed  by  law  haT- 
ing  been  administered  to  them,  they  took  thor 
seats  in  the  Senate. 

OreUrei,  That  the  Secretary  soqnunt  the 
Hooae  of  Repreaentatives  that  a  quorum  of  the 
Senate  i«  assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to 
bnsineas. 

Stiolted,  That  each  Senator  be  snppUed,  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  with  three  snch  news- 
papera,  printed  in  any  of  the  States,  as  be  may 
choose,  provided  that  the  same  be  famished  at 

oanal  rate  for  tbe  a"""nl  charge  of  sach  * 
papers :  and,  provided  also,  that  if  any  Senator 
ahall  choose  to  take  any  DewBpU)ers  other  than 
dtuly  papers,  he  shall  be  aoppbed  with  as  many 
SDch  papers  as  shall  not  exceed  the  price  td 
three  duly  papers. 

.fiMoftwL  That  Jamea  Mathers,  8ergeant-at- 
Arms  and  Doorkeeper  to  tbe  Senate,  bc^  and  he 
is  hereby,  anthorized  to  employ  one  asBiatant 
and  two  horsea,  for  the  purpose  of  performing 
sneh  services  as  are  usually  reqnirad  by  the 
Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate ;  and  that  the  smn 
of  twenty-eight  dollars  be  allowed  him  weekly 
for  that  pnrpoee,  to  commence  with,  and  remain 
during  tbe  sesmon,  and  for  twenty  days  after. 

Messrs,  Asdkhsoh  and  Gojian  were  ^►- 
pointed  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  benate, 
together  with  such  committee  as  may  be  t:p- 
pointed  by  the  House  of  Repreaentatives  on 
their  part,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  notify  him  that  a  quorum  cS  the 
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Nta  fiiunpiUra.— Nlcholu  SJImu,  Hahnm  Fuker. 
JTOMivAuaaf.— Ttmoth;  Ptcterlng. 
CanmcUcnt. — JftmeA  HUllioase,  Cli«ukc«j  Qoodrloh. 
Rhodt  AtMd .— EIlilu  UithewKH,  Fnadg  thlbone. 
T'vnwnl,— Jonithim  BoUnioii,  Stephen  R.  Bndle^. 
Sea  Tork.— John  Smith. 
Stvj  Aruy.— John  I^mbeTt,  Jobn  GondlL 
PnuylniiUa.— Aadcsir  Bren,  Xlobiwl  Lelk 


ZWatAin.— Bmnliid  White,  June*  A.  Bijwd. 
Marifhtsii.—6iaael  Bmltli,  PhUlp  Bud. 
ri/V"><a.— WlilUm  B.  Oltn,  Richard  Bient 
Xorth  CbrnUna.— JesH  Fnnklln,  Jum  Tunm. 
SimA  CbroftiuL— John  OaUUrd. 
Gtoivia.—WUUMin  H.  Cnwfort. 
f  ■nlmtv.—Buekner  ThrnilDB,  Jolm  Papa. 
nmuMU.— JoMph  AodeTWD.  Jaakln  Whlteride. 
OMo.— Betora  Jsulhui  Main  Jr.,  Bluler  QriimU, 
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two  Howes  is  anembled  and  read;  to  receive 
isj  wmmamcatioiiB  that  he  may  be  pleased  to 
uike  to  them. 

A  maooage  from  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tirei  inlbrmed  the  Senate  that  a  qnomm  of  the 
Honse  is  anembled,  and  tliat  the  House  have 
riect«d  JosKpa  B.  Vi^Ktm,  Esq.,  one  of  the 
Bept«8entatiy«s  for  the  State  of  UasEachnsettR, 
their  Speaker,  and  are  ready  to  proceed  to  bos- 
iaen.  The  Honse  of  Bepreeentativea  have 
IfftaateA  a  committee  on  their  part,  iointlj 
with  the  oonunittee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
to  wait  oa  the  Preddent  of  the  United  States, 
ind  notify  him  that  a  qnorom  of  the  two 
Hooaea  is  aaaemhied  and  readj  to  receive  onj 
conunmiicatioiiB  tb^  he  maf  be  pleased  to  make 


TuMDfcT,  May  28. 

Xr.  AsBEBSOs  reported,  from  the  Joint  com- 
niittee,  that  thej  had  waited  on  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  Pre^dent  of 
the  United  States  iidlbnned  the  committee  that 
be  would  mahe  a  commnnication  to  the  two 
Houses  at  IB  o'clock  this  day. 

June  Llotd,  jr.,  appointed  a  Senator  b;  the 
Lepilatnre  of  the  8t^  of  UBssaohnsetta,  for 
■I  jears,  commencing  on  the  fonrth  daj  of 
Hudi  last,  attended  and  prodnced  his  oreden- 
tiik;  which  were  read. 

PrMidmft  Mettage. 


DEBATES  OF  CONGEESS. 

Praidant'i  Sftaagt. 


0»  Ail  fint  oocanoD  of  meeting  job,  it  sflbrdi  me 
Mick  latUractini  to  be  able  to  commuoicate  the 
niiiiiii  III  iiiiii  III  of  a  GiviH«ble  change  in  onr  foreigii 
liiuiiifi^  the  critical  Btats  of  which  iodiicod  a  RSMion 
rfCcingRH  at  this  early  period. 

b  ecnseqnaiiea  of  the  prorlnooa  of  the  act  intar- 
fietiiig  ttmunerami  inteicoorae  with  Great  Britaia 
mi  Fniue,  odi  MinUten  at  London  and  Paris  were, 
•tttoU  delaj,  {nstmcted  to  let  it  be  nnderttood  by 
it  Ftmeh  and  British  GoTemmenti  that  the  au- 
datity  Tested  in  the  EieontiTs  to  nnew  commercial 
htiiiisiiiii  with  thar  le^iectiTe  na^on*  wonld  be 
tlTwiieil  in  the  cues  qwcified  by  that  act 

Seen  iftn-  thcae  iutractione  were  dUpatcbed,  it 
•a  bund  that  the  Britiih  Government,  BnticipaUng 
bu  early  proceedings  of  Congf«a«,  at  their  last 
M«L  the  state  of  onr  laws,  wUch  baa  bad  the 
tfet  at  plaring  th«  two  belligerent  powen  on  a 
btiBg  of  eqnal  raetrietiotii,  and,  relying  on  the  coo- 
tSatoy  diipootion  of  the  United  Slates,  bad  tranB- 
aitted  to  their  l^ation  here  pronMonal  inBtnictionn, 
M  oaly  to  ofier  utisfaction  for  the  attack  on  the 
biftM  rhi^prekr.  and  to  make  known  the  deter- 
■Jn-iifP  of  Uii  Britaniuc  MqBi^  to  lend  an  Envoy 
EiBaoidinary,  with  powera  to  eonclude  a  treaty  oli 
<B  the  pmau  between  the  two  countries ;  bat,  more- 
evcr,  Id  ^gnjfy  hii  wiilingnoaa,  in  the  moaq  timo,  to 
ntdrawbii  Orders  in  Cocooil,  in  the  perauaiion 
ftu  Ike  inteicomM  with  Great  Britain  wonld  be  re- 
ntd  on  Ae  part  of  the  United  Statea 

Iheie  stepa  of  tbe  Britiih  Goremment  led  to  the 


corre^Mindence  and  the  prodamation  now  laid  be- 
fore yoo,  by  virtne  of  which  the  commenie  between 
the  two  countries  will  be  renewable  alUr  tbe  10th 
da;  of  Jane  next. 

Whilst  I  take  pleamre  in  doing  joitice  to  the  coon- 
;ili  of  Hie  Britannic  Majesty,  which,  no  longer  ad- 
heiiog  to  tbe  policy  which  made  an  abandonment 
by  France  of  her  decrees  a  prerequisite  to  a  relocation 
of  the  Bridah  orders,  have  snbslitnted  the  amicable 
couree  which  has  issned  tbns  happily,  I  cannot  do 
less  than  refer  to  the  propoeal  heretofore  made  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  embradng  a  like  rea- 
tarBtlon  of  tbe  nupended  comment  aa  a  proof  of 
tbe  ^Irit  of  accommodation  which  baa  at  no  time 
been  intermitted,  and  to  the  remit  whioh  now  calls 
for  oar  conffratalationa, 
plea  by  which  the  pnbli<  ^ 

during  a  period  of  the  moat  trying  embarraaamonta, 

Tbe  i^ontinnance  of  the  Britiah  ordera,  as  they 
respect  the  United  States,  having  been  tbusamnged, 
a  commTmicatian  of  the  event  has  been  forwarded  in 
one  of  onr  pnblic  vessels  to  onr  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary at  Pans,  wi^  instructiona  toavnilbimaeirof  the 
important  addition  thereby  made  to  tbe  conadsratioris 
which  preos  on  the  justice  of  the  French  Govenunent 
a  rerocadon  of  its  decreea,  or  inch  a  modiSoation  (^ 
them  as  that  they  ahall  cease  to  violate  the  neutral 
commerce  of  the  United  Statea 
•  Tbe  reviaion  of  our  commercial  lawa,  proper  to 
adapt  them  to  tbe  arrangement  wbioh  lua  taken 
place  with  Great  Britain,  will  donbtlea*  engase  tbe 
euly  attention  of  Congress.  It  will  be  wor^j,  at 
the  same  time,  of  thdr  just  and  provident  care,  to 
make  anoh  iiirther  alterations  tu  tbe  lawa  as  will 
more  especially  protect  and  foster  the  several 
branchea  of  manufacture,  which  have  been  recently 
instituted  or  extended  by  the  laudable  exertiona  of 
our  citizeaa. 

Under  the  exiitiuff  aipect  of  oor  affUrs,  I  have 
thought  it  not  ioconauteiit  with  a  just  precaution,  to 
have  the  gnnboata,  with  the  esoeptioa  of  those  at 
New  Orleans,  pla<wd  in  a  (dtoation  bcntrii^  no  ex- 
penie  beyond  that  reqni£te  for  their  preservation 
sod  conveniency  fbr  fatnre  aervioe,  and  to  have  the 
crewa  of  those  at  New  Orleans  rednoed  to  tbe  nnm- 
ber  required  for  their  navigation  and  safety. 

I  have  thonght,  also,  that  our  citizens,  detached  in 
quotas  of  militia,  amounting  to  one  hundred  thousand, 
under  tbe  act  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eight,  might  not  improperly  be  relieved  tmm 
the  state  io  which  they  were  held  for  immediata 
service.  A  diKharge  of  them  has  been  aocordinglf 
directed. 

The  progress  made  in  rusing  and  organiring  the 
additional  mihtary  force,  for  which  provition  was 
made  hy  the  act  OC  April,  one  thouaaud  eight  hun- 
dred and  eight,  tt^ther  with  tbe  diapoaitian  of  the 
trttops,  wiU  appear  by  ■  report  which  the  Seoretaiy 
of  War  is  preparing,  w>d  whioh  will  be  lud  befiwe 

Of  the  additional  frigataa  required  by  an  act  of 
the  last  seaaioD  to  befitted  for  actual  aerrice,  two 
are  In  readlneaa,  one  nearly  so,  and  the  fourth  ii  ex- 
pected to  be  ready  in  the  month  of  July.  A  report 
which  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  prerauing  on  the 
anbject,  to  be  laid  before  Congress,  will  show,  at  tbe 
same  time,  the  proraeas  made  In  officering  aod  man- 
ning these  ships.  It  will  ahow,  also,  tbe  degree  in 
which  tbe  provisions  of  the  act  relating  to  the  other 
pnblio  anned  shipa  have  been  carried  into  execn- 
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It  will  rert  with  tlie  judgmsnl  of  CoDgnu  to  da- 
eida  how  far  the  clunga  in  our  sxtcnul  proqwots 
maj  Buthoriia  aaj  madmcaijoiii  of  the  lawi  nlatiug 
to  the  Armj  tni  Nbtj  EiCabliihiiiBntj. 

The  woifci  of  dafence  (or  oar  «e*port  towni  uid 
harbors  hsTS  pnioMded  with  m  much  letiri^  u  the 
mtaOD  (^thoTOBr  md  other  clnmmiitmrtt  wonid  ad- 
mit. It  ii  neceuuj,  howeTer,  to  itate  that  the  ap- 
piopriatioiu  hitherto  mads  bung  fotind  to  be  dcfi- 
dent,  a  ftuther  proriuau  will  cliunt  the  eaily  ooo- 
dderallon  of  Cougreu. 

The  whole  of  tiM  d^t  par  cent  atook  Temainlng 
due  by  the  tloited  Statsi,  amoiuitiiig  to  fira  million! 
three  handled  thoiuaad  doQara,  had  been  reimboned 
on  the  lait  da;  of  the  year  1808.  Ajid,  on  the  fint 
day  of  April  Uct,  the  mm  in  the  Treaanry  eiowded 
nine  and  a  half  millions  of  dollan.  This,  together 
with  the  receipts  of  the  cuixaat  year  on  account  of 
fbnnar  revenne  bonds,  will  probably  be  neaily,  if 
not  altogather,  mfficieat  to  defiay  the  expenses  of 
the  year.  Bat  the  aiupeiidoa  of  exports,  and  die 
coDieqnent  decrease  of  impcctalioiu,  doili^  the  last 
twelve  moDthi,  wiQ  moeuarily  cause  a  great  dl- 
minnlion  in  the  receipts  of  the  yaar  one  thousand 
dg^t  hnodred  and  ten.    After  that  year,  should 


ters  not  f«zticnlar^  oivent.  It  remains,  thereibre, 
only  to  ssmre  yon  of  Uie  fidelity  and  alacrity  with 
which  I  shall  oo-oparate  for  the  welfare  and  happi- 
nm  of  onrcoantiy;  and  to  pray  that  it  may  ex- 
peiience  a  continaance  ai  the  Divine  bleesin^  by 
-  which  it  has  been  so  dgnally  favored. 

JAMES   HADISON. 
The  Hessaee  and  papers  oocompanyiDK  it 
were  read  and  five  hondred  copies  thereof  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  nae  of  the  Senate. 

Wkdhehdi.t,  Uay  24. 

Johh  OoiroiT,  appointed  a  Benator  by  the 

Executive  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  in  the 


dent  administered  the  oath  to  him  aa  the  law 
prescribes. 

Josh  Fopi,  from  the  State  of  Eentack;,  at- 
tended. 

Ur.  GiLMB  submitted  the  following  motton 
f6r  consideration : 

lidoa  of  onr  commercial  laws,  G 
mc  parpoflB  oi  adapdng  them  to  the  arrangement 
which  has  taken  place  witb  Great  Britain,  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  witb  initrnctioni  to  examine 
the  same  and  report  thereon  to  the  Semite ;  and 
that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwiae. 

FaiDAY,  Hay  26. 
JxiTKiN  W&mamB,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  LegiHlatnre  of  the  State  «f  Tennessee,  for 
two  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  of  Msrcb 
last,  in  place  at  Danid  Smith,  resigned,  took 
his  seat,  and  hit  credentials  were  read ;  and  the 


President  administered  the  oath  to  him  u  the 
law  prwcribes. 

RicHAsn  Bkeht,  from  Ute  State  of  Yirgiaii^ 
attended. 

IComAT,  May  89. 

Senator  Samvel  Smith,  of  Maryland, 


The  PaunntNT  lud  before  the  Senate  a  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  stating  that 
being  appointed  by  the  Execntive  of  that  State 
a  Senator  in  conformity  with  the  naistitatioB, 
DDtil  the  next  meeting  of  the  L^ialatnre,  wliidi 
will  take  plaoe  on  the  Sth  day  <^  Jone  oeit,  ba 
mbmita  to  the  determination  of  the  Senate  tba 

Sistion,  whether  an  sppointnient  tmder  the 
ecatlve  of  Maryland,  to  repreeent  that  SU(* 
in  the  Senate  of  Uie  United  States,  wiU  at  wiS 
not  oeaae  on  the  first  day  of  the  meeting  of  tba 
L^islatnre  thereof?  and  the  letter  was  read; 
and,  after  debate,  it  waa  agreed  that  the  fu- 
ther  conaderation  tbereof  be  poctponed  imtil 
to-morrow. 

WK0iixBDa.T,  May  El. 

Stkpsdi  B.  BaaDLKT,  from  the  Stateof  Tv 
mout,  attended. 

Batture  at  Nea  Orlearu. 

Mr.  OtLia  presented  the  memorial  of  Edwtrd 
LiTingfltofi,  of  New  Orleans,  stating  that,  fcri 
long  time  prior  to  the  25th  Jannaiy,  I8U,  lis 
was  in  peaceable  possession  of  a  parcel  of  l*Dd 
oalled  the  Battnre,  in  front  of  Uie  snbnrb  d 
St.  Mary'iin  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  Vat, 
on  the  i6th  of  Jannaiy,  he  was  forcibly  raiar- 
ed  by  the  Marshal  of  the  district,  under  tba 
<»iierB  of  the  Preadent  of  the  United  Statu, 
notwithstanding  an  injunctjonhadbem  giratcd 
by  the  aaperior  com^  against  the  execDto<' 
the  warrant ;  and  praying  that  the  possemn 
may  be  restored  to  him,  and  that  sDch  measma 
may  be  pnrsaed  as  the  wisdom  of  Congrea  mq' 
devise,  for  providing  a  legal  deciaion  on  the 
title  of  the  United  States,  if  it  shoU  be  sof- 
posed    they    have    any,  to  the   property  ib 

SinesUou ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  n- 
erred  to  Messrs.  Giles,  Asotuos,  EnaaoiW 
Whiti,  and  WHirxsma,  to  consider  and  icpvt 
thereon. 

TsnBsnAT,  June  I. 

Jfim-Intereourte  Aet—Iktend*d  to  aU  f^ 

armed  VttteU. 

Mr.  Giles  <^ered  the  following  amendinist 

to   the  first  section,  to  be  inserted  afl«r  tba 

word  "assembled:" 

"  That  tha  prdvisiofu  of  Oie  two  first  sectiis'  '^ 
die  act,  aotitled  '  Ad  act  to  Interdict  the  commeidil 
intercoorae  between  the  United   Slatei  and  GiWt 


Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependendei,  sni  ftr 

purposes,   ahisll  extend  to  all  pabHe  ■mas 

■hips     and    veaseli    of    all    foreign     natiaoi,  tid 
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Stttioai  and  ngnlsitioa*  vhich  ihhj  beraaAei  be 
nide  bj  tpt^ty." 

ICr.  G.  said  fae  fait  himself  constrained  to 
move  thia  amendment  at  tbis  time,  becaose  be 
found  it  impo^iblu  to  avoid  a  consideration  ot 
Ui«sabjeotinTolped  in  it,  although  be  bad  here- 
tofore hoped  that  it  would  not  neccssarUj  pass 
in  nview  during  the  present  Bession.  He  B^d 
this  neccsHitj  SToee  from  the  limitation  of  these 
lections  of  the  act  at  the  last  session.  The 
ODDDeolJon  of  these  sections  with  the  oommer- 
oil  Don-ioterooarae  system,  was  eontrarj  to 
hii  opicioD  at  that  time;  he  then  wished  the 
mbfect  to  be  taken  up  and  acted  npon  in  a 
Mfarate  bill,  and  made  the  permanent  law  of  the 
hod.  His  opinion  then  gave  way  to  the  respect 
be  felt  for  the  opinion  of  others.  This  will 
qipear  &om  the  resolution  he  then  moved, 
"  to  aitend  the  interdiction  to  the  public  armed 
d)i|M  and  Teasels  of  sll  foreign  nations."  In 
umequence  of  connecting  that  snlject  with 
lb«  general  commercial  non-intercoorse,  and 
fimiting  its  doration  with  that  act,  it  was  now 
mdersd  a  very  delicate  question.  His  propo- 
sition, however,  was,  to  do  now,  what  it  was 
rigbt  to  have  done  at  the  last  session.  He  said 
Chat  the  proposition  was  foanded  upon  the 
pioeiple,  that  the  Cnit«d  States  bad  as  ah- 
iriate  and  nnqaalified  a  right  to  eiclnsive  jDris- 
dictioD  over  tha  marine  leagues  usnally  attached 
to  independent  nations,  as  to  their  territorial 
jmiidietion,  aad  as  a  consequence  from  that 
priidple,  foreigD  nations  had  no  more  right  to 
send  armed  uiips  within  onr  acknowledged 
marine  jurisdiction,  than  they  had  to  send  an 
mif  within  onr  territorial  jurisdiction.  This 
pt:^ositioB  is, therefore,  merely  municipal,  form- 
ed udob  an  nnqnesti enable  right,  and  it  ie  dic- 
tated by  the  same  spirit  of  itniHirtialitj  as  that 
which  dictated  the  original  non-interconree  law. 
Indeed,  it  appeared  to  him  the  only  impartial 
atone  now  left  ob,  as  it  respects  the  b<^iger- 
eiita  It  ought  to  preserve  the  most  perfect 
imputtility,  which,  Hr.  Canning  no  justly  tells 
US,  "19  the  eesence  of  neutrality." 

Jtr.  G.  said  it  ooald  not  escape  observation, 
tbat,  in  the  overtures  made  by  the  British 
Cabinet  for  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
CoancQ  of  the  7th  of  January  and  the  11th  of 
h'oTcmber,  the  obligation  to  protect  onr  nentral 
rights  against  France,  heretofore  offered  on  the 
part  of  onr  Qovemment,  in  case  of  her  per- 
■evtraDoe  in  her  hostile  edicts,  bad  been  en- 
tirely overiooked,  or  nnconditionally  dispensed 
*iih.  He  said  he  derived  much  satisfaction 
(mm  this  liberal  conduct  on  the  part  of  tiie 
British  Government,  because  it  manifested  a 
cmSdeuce  in  the  honor  and  firmness  of  our 
Goveniment,  which  most  l>e  peculiarly  gratify- 
ing to  every  American;  hut  it  rather  inereased 
thin  lessened  the  obligation  to  persevere  in 
protecting  onr  neutral  right*  against  French 
•ggrrasions,  if  they  should  be  persevered  in, 
contrary  to  his  expectation. 

The  motive  or  ground  of  resisting  the  aggres- 
■OM  of  France  oannot,  under  this  overture,  be 


mistaken.  In  the  former  case,  it  might  have 
seemed  as  if  the  Tesistance  was  dictated  by  a 
stipulated  obligation  to  Great  Britain  to  mnke 
it  in  tbis;  it  can  only  be  dictated  by  a  just 
sense  of  onr  own  honor,  character,  and  inter- 
esta,  which  is  left  perfecdy  nnoontrolled  by  the 
British  overture.  As  this  latter  motive  is  the 
more  hmiorahle,  it  ought  to  l>e  the  more  scm- 
polonsly  adhered  to  and  enforced.  He  had 
DO  hesitation  in  saying  he  had  uniformly  been 
iuflnenced  by  this  motive  alone,  entirely  dis- 
connected with  any  stipulated  obligation  to 
Great  Britain;  and  under  this  inflnence,  alone, 
he  would  he  found  at  all  limes  as  ready  to  resist 
the  aggressions  of  France,  as  he  had  at  any  time 
been  those  of  (^reat  Britain,  if  they  shonld, 
unfortunately,  be  persevered  in  ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  he  wished  to  take  away  every  pre- 
text for  such  BerseTerance,'by  persevenng  in 
a  conduct  of  tiie  strictest  and  most  scrupn- 
louB  impartiality  toward  all  the  belligerents. 

At  the  last  sesnon  he  had  supposed,  under  the 
general  interdiction  of  all  foreign  armed  vessels, 
some  regulations  and  modiflcationa,  as  excep- 
tions from  tlie  genera!  rule,  might  be  made  by 
law,  but  farther  reflection  had  satisfied  him 
that  the  preferable  mode  was  by  treaty. 

He  would  state  two  or  three  reasons  for  thia 

1.  It  will  tend  to  avoid  coUisions  with  all 
foreign  natione.  Regulations  made  by  law 
might  not  suit  the  views  of  foreign  nations, 
whereas  their  consent  would  be  necessary  !n 

treaties. 

2.  It  will  give  us  the  aid  of  a  stipnlated  ob- 
ligation on  the  part  of  the  foreign  nation  mak- 
ing the  treaty,  to  enforce  the  arrangement.  In 
the  case  of  Great  Britain  this  consideration  ia 
of  great  importance.  Its  importance  restdta 
from  the  strength  of  her  navy,  compared  with 
the  wealraess  of  ours. 

8.  By  treaty  we  msy  obtain  what  the  lawyera 
call  a  quid  pro  q^io.  We  moy  want,  at  some 
future  time,  the  use  of  some  British  ports,  which 
slie  would  readily  give  for  thense  of  ours.  He 
said  he  would  act  liberally  with  her  in  tbis  re- 
spect ;  and,  he  believed,  considering  Great 
Britain  now  at  war,  and  the  United  States  at 
peace,  it  would  rather  accelerate  than  retard  the 
expected  negotiation.  He  said  he  was  as  mnoh 
opposed  to  throwing  any  impediment  in  the 
way  of  the  expected  negotiotion  as  any  gentie- 
man  in  the  United  States. 

Great  Britain  cannot,  and  will  not  complain. 
The  municipal  right  now  proposed  to  be  carried 
into  effect,  is  admitted  by  G^t  Britain  in  its 
broadest  extent,  and  wul  not  be  disputed  by- 
Mr.  Canning  at  the  present  moment!  This  will 
appear  from  Mr.  Canning's  declarations  in  the 
debalesof the  last  session  of  Parliament  He 
said  he  did  not  know  whether  it  was  correct  to 
rend  newspapers  in  evidence,  to  ascertwn  the 
opinions  cud  expressions  of  the  speaker,  hat  if 
the  Senate  would  be  content  with  this  speeiea 
of  evidence,  contained  in  a  Ministerial  paT«r,  be 
woiild  read  it  for  Haea  information.     Kr.  G. 
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then  read  tbe  followiDg  eKttaot  of  Mr.  Oan- 
ning's  speech,  taken  from  a  Briliah  MinisteiiAl 
paper: 

Exma/nm  Mr.  Cmmms'f  V™*  "•  ParUameml. 

"At  tha  time  tha  •ppliotioa  for  a  oompmnln 
hod  been  made  b;  the  American  Qorenuneat,  tbore 
WH  ID  oidaz  in  foToe  exclading  BrtCiih  lUpi  i£  wu- 
from  tha  American  porti,  white  French  (hipi  OC  wu 
were  adniitted  into  tham ;  and,  cmueqaanUj,  if  the 
terma  oBemd  by  America  had  been  aece^ei,  our 
commerce  wonld  bate  been  permitted  to  America 
withont  a  >hip  ot  war  to  protect  it,  while  the  French 
commenw  wooM  be  excladed,  at  the  Mine  time  that 
Fiench  ahipa  of  war  would  be  admitted  if  they  could 
moMod  in  getting  there.  The  prate  «f  Ameiloa 
woold  become  neiti  for  Freneh.prirateen  againtt 
BriCudi  commerce.  Ai  to  flu  tendencj  i/lhe  ineaa- 
QTw  in  agitation  in  Ameika,  he  could  alford  the 
riglit  hoDCTable  gentleman  Kane  ooneolation,  iy  ai- 
mriog  him  that  tbay  would  not  have  all  the  iU  c«u»- 
quencei  he  eeemed  to  appieheod.  A  eirenmitancc 
uipeaied  b7  the  report  of  the  oomndttee  of  Congree^ 
though  clothed  in  hoatile  langn^e,  which,  if  made 
known  to  Hii  Uuea^i  Qoremment  in  amicable 
tonna^  might  have  led  to  the  aoceptasce  of  the  tamu 
jvopoeed.  The  dromnatance  he  BUoded  to  waa  the 
reatdntion  Ibr  eicloding  from  American  porta  the 
ihipa  (^  war  not  of  Great  Britam,  but  cf  the  belli- 
gerenta.  The  Amerioana,  in  their  character  of  nen- 
tral^  had  onqneatiDDBbl;  a  right  to  exclude  the  ships 
of  war  of  both  belligerenta  &om  thair  port^  bnt 
Oonld  not  oonfioB  them  exchiaiTeh  to  Ihoee  of  oiw  of 
the  belliferenta  withont  a  Tiolation  of  that  impar- 
tiality  which  is  tbe  enenca  of  the  neatiU  character. 
Yet,  when  that  propodtiDn  ihoold  be  diipoaed  o^ 
(he  whcde  of  tha  difficult  woold  not  be  aonnonnted, 
aa  ranch  would  atill  remaiD  to  be  aocommodated. 
Another  point,  in  which  fault  had  ^>eeu  charged  npon 
hia  oondocC  with  re^>ect  to  America,  wa>  hia  having 
ataled  that  the  aystem  woold  not  be  givea  np  while 
the  aniallnt  link  of  the  confederation  against  Great 
Britain  exiated.* 

It  will  be  obserred  that  two  importwit  oon- 
ohuioiu  mui  be  dedaoed  from  these  obaerTfr- 
tions:  1.  That  the  esennae  of  thia  mnoioipa] 
right  U  nnqnestionable.  2.  That  Mr.  Canning's 
oqecdon  to  its  former  exorcise  by  proclamation 
was  to  its  limitation,  not  its  ezteoaioD. 

His  objection  is  to  its  exercise  against  Qreat 
Britain  eioIasiTely  and  not  against  her  enemies. 
At  the  time  of  making  his  speech.  Mi.  Canning 
thoDght  the  interdiction  waa  extended  to  all 
Uie  belligerents;  in  which  case,  so  far  Irom 
complaining  of  its  ezeroiae,  be  says  it  would 
fonuah  an  iodncement  to  an  accommodation, 
and  his  iDstrnctiona  to  Mr.  Erskine  were,  no 
donbt,  given  under  this  expectation.  This  was 
the  groand  taken  by  the  report  of  tbe  commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  tbe  last 
sesnon,  and  the  Senate  went  farther,  by  extend- 
ing the  interdiction  to  tbe  public  armed  ships 
of  all  foreign  nations ;  those  of  peace  as  well  as 
those  of  war.  This  gave  the  transaction  more 
strongly  the  character  of  a  mere  mnnicipal  regn- 
Ution.  This  principle  was  narrowed  down,  in 
this  bill,  to  apply  merely  to  Great  Britain  and 
France,  oad  left  oat  altogether  the  other  belli- 


gerent powers.  Mr.-OanniBg  will  probaUf  bt 
mnoh  snrprised  at  thia  limitation ;  uid  Donttin 
hostility  more  pointed  than  be  bad  antidpated ; 
some  of  the  points  may,  however,  be  a  bttk 

blnnted  by  including  Pranoe,  tbe  most  opentiDi 
and  anmanageabie  <rf  ber  enouks.  He  w3 
he  did  not  wish  to  go  one  atom  beyond  Hi. 
Oanning's  opinion  npou  this  oocaaiML  He  took 
g^at^easore  in  ooncaning  with  Mr.  Cuming 
upon  tbis  point  It  was  the  Snt  uhUdm  in 
which  he  bad  cononrred  in  opinion  with  tbe 
gentleman ;  bnt  he  h<q>ed  it  wonkl  not  be  the 
hat,  espedally  when  the  opinion  fkroied  the 
rigbia  and  prmnoted  the  intcmat  of  tbeCidUd 
Statea. 

Hr.  Canning  most  h^ve  acted  imder  thia  ira- 
presmon  when  he  agreed  to  make  the  boDontUa 
reparation  he  had  done  for  tbe  tmanthoriied  tt- 
tack  npon  the  Cbesapealra,  withont  reqniriag  a 
previous  revocation  of  the  interdiction  ^Brili^ 
ships.  As  thia  revocation  was  not  daoinded 
nor  promised,  the  arrangement  nor  oa^t  to 
be  made  on  general  prindplee  of  juatice.  Bo 
said,  without  feeling  or  expressing  any  regret 
at  any  thing  he  had  s^d  orproposedal  the  last 
session,  he  was  now  as  willing  as  any  gendemu 
to  reciprocate  tbe  temper  lately  manif«eted  by 
tbe  Bnti^  Government,  so  oppoote  in  its  chv- 
acter  and  tendency  from  that  maoifasted  by  the 
Cabinet  for  several  yeara  preceding.  He  aaid 
that  no  gentleman  had  yet  manifested  an  inten- 
tion of  removing  the  interdiction  npon  Britiih 
armed  ships,  until  she  had  actually  executed  ha 
promise  of  reparation ;  and,  if  the  executioa  of 
the  promise  were  to  precede  the  revocatitoi  of 
tbe  interdiction,  the  mode  of  revocation  by 
treatrf,  as  pointed  ont  by  his  proposition,  would 
be  nearly  oontemporaneoua  with  that  proposed 
by  gentlenieu,  if  now  enacted  into  a  law,  audit 
would  have  an  evident  advantage,  as  it  respect- 
ed tbe  feelings  of  Great  Britwn.  The  mods 
recoromended  by  gentlemen  is  fonnded  apoa  a 
want  of  conGdence  in  the  promise  of  Great 
Britain,  and  an  ungraoions  demand  for  its  e»- 
cation,  as  preliminary  to  the  revocation,  while 
the  mode  pointed  ont  by  treaty,  is  fonnded  upon 
a  confidence  in  the  promise ;  and,  withont  re- 
quiring its  execution,  will  insnre  our  ovn 
safety  by  tbe  mere  eieroise  of  mnnicipal  rigbt; 
a  right  which  ia  unqaeationabte ;  voached  to  be 
BO  by  Mr.  Canning,  and  theexerciae  of  which  ia 
impartial  toward  all  nations,  by  eztendiiij  iB 
provisions  equally  to  alL  He  said  that  ahixBt 
all  the  ii^nriee  and  insnlts  anstuned  by  the 
United  Statea  from  public  armed  ahipe  of  tha 
belligerents  within  our  waters,  were  attribnlibie 
to  an  inattention  to  the  eiercige  of  this  ri^t, 
and,  relax  the  interdiction  when  yon  may,  with- 
ont a  stipolated  obligation  on  tbe  part  of  tbe 
belligerentB,  to  respect  yonrnentrality,  and  jonr 
marine  jonsdiction,  they  will  be  renewed  and 
continued. 

Tbe  principle  oonteoded  for  is  not  new.  It 
baa  be^  before  the  Senate  several  times,  and 
was  adopted  at  the  last  seewon  in  its  broadest 
extent,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  icao- 
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htion,  which  he  then  had  the  honor  of  iiiot< 
Of.  It  doea  not  appeAT  from  the  Jcmnuib  of 
Ha  Senate,  that  there  waa  any  oppontion  to 
the  rollowioff  reeolntion,  which  was  adopted  on 
the  iSih  of  Febraai7  laat : 

"Tbt  Sccata  rwamed  the  oooudention  of  the 
DDtiiHi  mide  oa  dn  8tfa  instaiiC,  thit  proTuioD  ought 


He  said  he  waa  extremely  liappj  to  find  the 
qnritof  hannoiiy  and  conciliatioa  which  had 
lutberto  characterued  the  Senate,  and  he  shoald 
todeaTor  to  preeerve  and  continae  it;  and, 
»fcik  he  WM  strongly  impreesod  with  the  pro- 
priety and  policy  of  the  amendment,  yet  he 
wa>  willing  to  listen  to  any  other  which  might 
be  more  agreeable  to  gentlemen,  ^iroyided  it 
wu  (cnnided  upon  a  principle  of  »tnct  imparti- 
■litf  toward  tUe  belligerents,  which  he  could 
not  be  indaced  to  depart  from  onder  any  oir- 


When  Hr.  G.  Lad  concladed,  the  fiirtber  con- 
lidwitioD  of  the  Bulject  was  postponed  nntil 

ta-aMTonr. 

"FiaDATf  Jane  2, 

Tmttr  Rkbd,  from  the  Stat«  of  Maryland,  at- 
tendel 

^ASLiT  Gbibwold,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Eiecutive  of  the  Btate  of  Ohio,  to  fill  the 
neiDcy  ooeononed  by  the  recignatjon  of  Ed- 
ward Tiffin,  was  qnalifled,  and  took  hia  seat. 

Jomi  Bjotk,'  from  the  State  of  Kew  Tork, 
KtcDded. 

MoKDAT,  June  fi. 
Dtath  of  SetutUrr  MaJhone. 

Itr.  'HiTBKwaos  annoanccd  the  death  of  his 
otDea^e,  Fbakoib  Malbonx,  who  deceased 
JMttrdey  morning. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Llotd, 

Baahid,  That  Om  Senate  will  attend  the  ftmenl 
(f  fuaca  Uu-BOitE,  UUi  aAeTnoan,  tX  fire  o'clock, 
tnm  hii  lata  rendenca ;  that  notice  thereof  be  giren 
to  Ibe  Hook  or  ReprewabttiTea,  and  that  ■  oonunit- 
IK  tn  (ppdotad  tor  inpeTinteading  the  fananJ. 

Ordered,  That  Uesers.  Llotd,  Oiuuir,  and 
URm,  be  the  committee. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Llotd, 
Suolitd,  noniwHiWj,  That  the  uemben  i£  dM 

SmiM,  from  a  lincere  dedn  of  ibowins  tbeii  raneot 
to  tla  menmy  of  Fbuicib  HALB<Hra,  deceawd,  late 
1  aember  thereof,  will  go  into  mourning  for  him  one 
■xB^  by  Ihe  naoal  node  of  veuing  b  ciape  roozxl 
the  left  mn ;  and  that  a  nun  not  exceeding  one 
kmiiied  and  fifty  dollar*  be  applied  ont  of  the  coo- 

*ita  (  nitable  loeeription,  over  hi>  tomb. 
On  motion  of  Hr.  Llotd, 


And  the  Senate  ai^oarned. 


TuBSDAT,  Jmie  B. 
Stjuitor  Smith'i  pro  ten.  Appointment. 
ICr.  GiLss  BQbmitted  a  resolution,  which  was 
.mended,  and  is  as  follows: 


Maryland  to  HU  the  Taeancy  which  bipsened  in  the 
office  of  Senator  for  thM  State,  ia  entitiwl  to  hold  his 
■eat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  Sutei  dnrins  the 
BCidon  of  the  LeoiilatDre  tt  Maiylaod,  whl^  by 
the  prodamitioD  of  the  Oovernor  oT  lald  State,  was 
to  oommenoe  ob  the  Sth  day  of  the  present  month  of 
Jnne ;  milen  latd  Lerailature  ahaO  Gil  nich  vacency 
by  the  appmntment  a  a  Senator,  and  tbi*  Senate  be 
officially  infiiniwd  tbereoC 

On  motion,  b^  Ur.  Ain>ESBO!r,  to  amend  the 
motion,  by  strikmg  oot  all  after  the  word  "Be- 
aolved,"  and  inserting: 

"That  any  Senator  of  Aii  body,  wha  holds  a  seat 
nnder  an  ExeentiTe  aiipolntment,  cannot,  according 
to  the  pioTialoni  of  the  ConditnlioD  of  the  United 
States,  be  entiUed  to  oioitiane  to  hold  hti  eeat  as  a  , 
member  of  this  body,  after  tlie  meeting  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Stale  from  which  such  Senator  may  be 

And  a  division  of  the  motion  for  amendment 
was  called  for,  and  the  question  having  been 
taken,  on  striking  ont,  it  passed  in  the  negative ; 
and  the  motion  for  amendment  hnviag  been 
lost,  the  original  motion  was  agreed  to — yeas 
19,  nays  S,  as  foUows: 

Ykasl — Meisn.  Anderson,  Brent,  Franklin,  GaU- 
lai^  German,  Gllel^  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Griawald, 
Hillhonee,  Lambert,  Uatheweon,  Ueigs,  Pope,  Rob- 
inaon.  Smith  of  Kew  York,  Thmaton,  White,  uid 
Whiteude. 

Nats.— Meaan.  Bradley,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pa^ar, 
Pickering,  and  Turner. 

Wbdnbsdat,  June  T. 
Jaku  a.  Baiabd,  fhHn  the  Btate  of  Dela- 
ware, attended. 

Thubsdat,  Jnne  8. 
WiLLiAJc  H.  Orawfobs,  fit)m  tlje  State  of 
Georgia,  attended. 

UoircAT,  June  13. 

EciUd  (Ttiftafw,  uifA  tMr  8la«t$. 

On  motion,  by  Ur.  Giles, 

S^ked,  That  a  committee  be  appcrinted  to 

inquire  whether  it  be  expedient  and  proper,  at 

this  time,  to  make  any  proviMon  by  law  for  re- 

mitting  the  penalties  and  forfeitnree  InoDrred 

by  the  violations  of  some  of  the  provisions  of 

the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  im- 

Eortation  of  slaves  into  any  port  or  plaoe  with- 
L  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
of  onr  Lord  one  thoosand  eight  hundred  and 
eight,"  so  far  only  as  relates  to  the  introdnction 
of  slaves  into  certain  ports  of  the  United  States, 
who  were  lately  fbrcibly  eipelled  from  the 
island  of  Cuba  with  the  French  Inhabitants 


.,L-ooglc       - 


ABBIDOMENT  OF  THE 


[Jujx,  1901. 


thereof;  uid  that  the  committM  hare  leave  ic 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Hessra.  Giles,  5bi.i)lkt,  As- 
DZKsoN,  CfUtrroBD,  and  FaAsaxs,  be  the  com' 


VoNDAT,  JoDe  10. 

Exiied  Ctibam. 

On  molioD,  bj  Ur.  Giles, 

Suolvid,  Hut  the  Praaideut  of  the  United  Statw 

Im  raquetted  to  onn  to  be  laid  beTore  the  Seiude 

mch  InfoimatiOD  u  he  maj  deem  praper  to 


odltoni  which  miij  have  been  nikda  to  him  bj  tl 
Iduiler  Plenipotentiaiy  of  Freoce,  for  the  pnipon 
of  ficilit&ting  the  mmoTal  of  ulj  of  the  lald  eiUe*, 
with  their  itaTea,  end  other   tBacU,^  tVom  the  United 
Stately  to  aaj  plaoe  within  the  dacniiuone  of  France. 


Fetoat,  /one  28. 
Foreign  Armed  TeneU. 

Mr.  Lbib,  from  the  oonunittee,  appointed  od 
tlie  SOtb  instant,  to  inqoire  into  the  eipedienc; 
of  providing  bjlaw  for  the  ezclosionof  foreij:^ 
Armed  vessels  from  the  ports  and  harbora  of  the 
United  States,  made  report;  which  was  road, 
aafbllows: 

"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  oommittee,  inch  an 
tDterdiction  ii  wi^in  the  just  and  aentral  i^hti  of 
the  United  States  and,  under  other  circiunitancea, 
would  be  highly  eipadient  and  proper.  So  loog  ai 
a  neatra]  nation  ahiJl  confine  itaelf  to  Mrict  oKuiiree 
of  impartiiUitj,  allowing  no  beneGt  to  one  belligerent, 
Dot  atipalated  bj  trea^,  which  it  siiall  nfuee  to  an- 
other, no  caoFB  whatever  ia  affiirded  for  exception  oi 
oompluct  The  right  to  admit  an  armed  force  into 
a  neWral  territiKy  belongs  exclnnvel;  to  the  nenCral ; 
and  when  not  guarantied  bf  treet7,  aa  ia  oflentimea 
the  ca»,  inch  admiiuon  compromitea  the  neutrality 
of  the  nation,  which  permita  to  ooe  belligerent  alone 
inch  an  iodnlgenoe. 

"Aa  a  meaaore  of  aafet;  aa  well  u  peace.  It  is  in- 
onmlwnt  npon  the  United  Stalea  to  carrj  into  effect 
inch  a  pTori^on.  So  long  aa  we  are  widiont  a  com- 
petent iojix  to  protect  our  jnriadictlan  from  violation, 
and  onr  cidmu  from  outrage,  and  onr  dag  l^m  in- 
■nh,  ao  long  ou^t  no  asylum  to  be  giTen,  but  in  dil- 
tieea,  to  the  armed  leaaeli  of  any  nntion.  The  com- 
mictee  wHl  not  bring  into  view  the  many  injoriei 
Bud  inaolta  which  the  United  Statea  have  auAtained 
tttsax  the  boapitable  grant  of  their  porta  and  harbon 
to  belligerent);  nor  the  facility  which  hoi  thereby 
been  afforded  to  them  to  lay  our  commerce  under 
eeobibntion.  It  ia  ntSIclent  to  rema^  that  great 
Itfjnriea  have  been  niatained,  and  that  imperioua  da^ 
xeqiurea  arrangementa  at  onr  handa  to  guard  our 
country  in  future  from  vmiiar  aggrewona. 

"The  United  State*  an,  at  tfaia  moment,  under 
no  obligatiOD  to  withhold  restraiali,  within  their 
.  power,  npon  the  admiuion  of  foreign  aimed  veaeela 
Into  their  porta;  but  the  committee  are  too  atrongiy 
impreesed  with  the  propriety  of  avoiding  ariy  legla- 
laQve  interfiirence  at  thia  time,  which,  by  any  poe- 


ailflli^,  nu^fat  1m  oonatmed  mta  a 
difficnltiee  in  the  way  of  ptomiaed  ai  _ 
tiationa.  They  are  deairooi  that  a  fiuj  eipetimaa 
may  be  made  to  ai^uat  our  diftnncet  with  tke  t*o 
belllgennt  nations,  and  that  no  pronsona  ba  inHi- 
woven  in  onr  lawa  whiob  ahall  fomUi  a  pnleit  (> 
deb^,  tx  a  leAual  to  yield  to  our  jod  and  bamUt 


"  Calculating  that  die  ovBttnrea  which  have  bcee 
made  by  Great  Britain  will  be  executed  in  good  bilh, 
the  committee  are  willing  to  believe  that  cba  (dpa- 
lated  arransementi  will  be  of  nch  a  cbaiacter  u  n 
guard  our  nag  from  inanlt,  cor  inriadictiaa  from  ig- 
greinon,  onr  dtin&a  from  vhdacian,  and  em  mar- 
cantile  fffOfieity  fimm  ^liattoo.  Under  tbeae  i>- 
preeaiona,  which  the  comiidttee  have  atatad  at  brielf 
ai  poaaiblie,  they  lieg  leave  to  BDbmit  to  tin  oodbAo- 
atioD  c^tfae  Senate  the  foDowiogiesohitita,  vii: 

"  Jtttolced,  That  the  fortber  eoonderstioa  ef  tta 
Butgect  Im  poalponed  nntil  the  next  aeoioo  of  Cm- 


Satubimt,  Jnne  24. 

The  bin  timiing  from  postage  all  letten  nJ 

packets  from  Thomas  Jefferson,  was  read  the 

second  time,  and  considered  aa  in  Oommittee  d 
the  Whole ;  and  no  amendmeot  having  tieu 
proposed,  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  «k- 
grossed  and  read  a  third  time  t  it  was  deceimia- 
ed  in  the  affirmativa 

VoiTDAn,  Juno  36, 

The  ViCB  Pbbbidknt  being  sbaent,  the  Sofia 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  President  fr» 
tempore,  as  the  constitntion  provides;  and  the 
honorable  Andrew  Gbeoq  was  elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  oo  tba 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  acqatuat 
him  that  the  Senate  have,  in  the  absence  of  tba 
Vice  PreMdent,  elected  the  honorable  Axnm 
GaEOO  President  of  the  Senate  ^y>  temport. 

Tiiesi>at,  Jnne  27. 
Pvhlie  Ortdit 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementuj  to 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  making  fiirther  pro- 
vision for  the  support  of  public  credit,  and  for 
the  redemplioQ  of  the  pnblio  debt,' "  wu  read 
the  third  time  as  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  HiLLaoirsE,  to  postpoM 
the  farther  consideration  thereof  nntil  the  tint 
Monday  in  November  next,  it  was  determioed 

the  negative — yeas  9,  nays  16, 

Wbdnisdat,  Jone  28. 
On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  m  amenl- 
ed!  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— jw 
17,  oajs  9,  as  fallows: 

Yus. — Heasra.  AndereOD,  Bmit.  Condit,  Fiankli^ 
Gaillard,  Gilea,  Gregg,  Lambert,  Ldb,  Hathe-w^ 
Meiga,  Parker,  Ptqie,  Robinaon,  Smith  of  New  Yirt, 
Toner,  and  Whitende. 

NAva. — Meaara  Bayard,  Crawfmd,  German,  Gil- 
nan,  Uillhouie,  Uoyd,  Pickering,  Reed,  and  VhiM. 
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Sie  o'doet  in  tha  Ettning. 

Smlted,  That  Ifecsra.  Popb  and  Bbknt  be  b 

eiNjuiuttce  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  with  Booh 
u  the  Hoose  of  Representatives  may  Join,  to 
wut  on  the  Prerident  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
notify  him  that,  nnleea  he  ma;  have  ao;  farther 
mmmnnioations  to  make  to  tne  two  HonaeB  of 
Congrea^  the;  are  read;  to  a^Jonm. 

Ordertd,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  tbe 
Home  cf  Repreeentatives  therewith,  and  re- 
qneat  tlie  appointment  of  a  o(Munutt«e  on  their 
part 

A  me«a«e  &om  the  Honae  of  RepresentatiTea 
inftmied  tae  Senate  that  the  Honae  have  ap- 


1  their  part,  to  vdt  on 


the  President  of  the  United  Statea,  and  notify 
him  of  the  intended  reoeaa  of  Oongreaa, 

Mr,  PopB,  from  the  committee,  reported  that 
th«;  had  waited  on  the  Freaident  of  the  United 
St^ea,  who  infonned  them  that  be  bad  no 
farther  oommnnicaUona  to  make  to  the  two 
Honaee  of  Ckingreea. 

A  meaaage  &>m  tbe  Honae  of  R<n)r«eentatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  EonM,  having 
flniahed  the  bosineea  before  them,  are  aboat  to 
a^jonra. 

Ord^ed,  That  tha  BecretaT7  inform  the 
Honae  of  Repreeentativas  that  the  Senate,  hav- 
hig  flniahed  the  bo^eaa  before  them,  are  aboat 
toadjonm. 

The  Secretary  having  perfi>nned  that  dot;, 
the  Pbbbidkht  a^onmed  the  Senate,  to  meet  on 
the  fbnrth  Honda;  of  November. 
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THE    HOUSE  OF   REPRESENTATIVES; 


KoKDAT,  Haj  22,  1809. 

Thb  being  the  day  appointed  by  Uw  (br  the 
meeting  of  the  preaeat  sesBion,  the  following 
members  of  the  Hodm  of  BepresentatiTcs  ap- 
peared, produced  their  credentials,  and  took 
their  seatH,  to  wit : 

From  fTtv  BanpJure — Daniet  Bluidilt,  John  C. 
Chamberlun,  WiUiam  Hals,  Natluniel  A.  Haven, 
and  Jamei  Wilton. 

Jtynm  Miuiaeiiaelli^ExeUa  Bacon,  William  Bay- 
lie*,  Richard  Cntu.  Williun  Elj,  Gideoo  Gardner, 
Bardllai  Ganngtt,  Edward  SL  Lo«  LiTermoref  Ben- 
iamin  Piokman,  junior,  Jonah  Quincj,  Etxoem 
ScsTsr,  WilliBm  Stedmui,  Jabei  Upliun,  JoKph  " 
Vannun.  and  Libu  Wbeaton. 

/H«  Skak  lilamd — Hicbard  Jackaon,  jonior,  and 
Eliiba  R.  Putter. 

From  CiMHeelicut. — Epaphroditoa  Cham^on,  Sam- 
uel W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  Jonathan  O.  Uonly, 

•  LIST  OF  BKPBBaENTATITfiS. 

^«s  iTaniMUrt— Dulal  BUbdell,  John  C.  Chuilwlilm 
Wmiuo  B*le.NithuilEl  A.  Hirsn,  Jmin«  WIlwD. 

JViuu&tiiKtli.— £uUel  BuoD,  'miUun  BiylLu,  Blehud 
CdHs,  Orehird  Cook.  WmUm  £1/,  aidsgn  Gudiwr,  Str- 
Illliii  Guiniitt,  Edwud  St.  1m»  Urenaon,  Bentunln  Pick- 
nun,  Jr..  Jotlih  QnlncT,  Ebeneur  Otmi,  Buniul  Tiggart, 
WUUun  StEdmu,  Jmb«  Uphun,  JoHpb  B.  Yunnm,  I^ban 
WbsaioB,  EuUel  Whltmu. 

Skedi  AiandL— Bleturd  Jickson,  ]i.,  Ellihi  R.  Patter. 

CtwiMOltcvlL— Eptpkrodllai  Cliwaploa,  Bunnel  W.  Duu, 
Joha  DiTeBpDrt,  Jouthu  O.  UohI^,  Timotlij  niUo,  Jr., 
ItwXi  R  Slnrgu,  Beojimln  TUInudge. 

rtnwint— WIUIUU  ChunberlLn,  HiutlD  CUtteBdeD,  Jon- 
■thu  B.  Hnbbud,  Susnel  Sluv. 

Ktia  rank.— Jams  Emott.  JoaathaB  Fbk,  Barcnt  Ou- 
denier,  Tbonua  E.  Oolil,  Bnmaa  Knlektrbtekor,  £obcrt 
Lo  Bof  LlTlogBtoo,  VLneoDt  Ualthawa,  John  KlehoUori, 
enrdon  S.  Momfonl,  Futcr  B.  Fortor,  Ebcnour  Sana,  Tbo- 
tnai  Binminng,  Erattna  Bmt,  John  Tbompaon,  Ur)  Traer, 
Kllliu  K.  Yu  BcauDlacr. 

Fmn^caitlA—VmiMa  Aaitnoa,  DtTld  Bard.  Bohert 
BrovD,  William  Crawford.  William  FlDdla7,]>aalBl  B*liUr, 
Bobert  Janklna,  Aanm  Lj^U,  William  Utlnir.  J<dm  Fortw, 
John  Bea,  Benjamin  Sar,  Uatthiaa  Blehaidt,  John  B<w, 
Ooartt«  Smith,  Samnel  Smith,  John  Smllla,  Bab«it  WUIa- 
WIL 


Tiinothj  Ktkin,  jomor,  Lawia  B.  Stnrgaa  and  Bia- 

frMt  Verwumt — WnHam  Chambeifin,  llntin 
Chitteodni,  Jonathan  E.  Habbaid,  and  Stmiul  Sbiv. 

From  JVeiD  Torh — Jamu  Emitt,  Jonathn  TA, 
Barsnt  Gardenisr,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Herman  Knltk- 
erbacker,  Robert  La  Roj  Linnnton,  Jiim  Nichol- 
Ku,  Peter  B.  Poitor,  Ebannu  Sag^  Thoma)  Sua^ 
mon^  John  Thompaon,  Uri  Ttacj,  and  Killiu  S. 
Van  RaPMetaer. 

From  JVw  Jen^ — Adam  Boyd,  Jamai  Coi,  KH- 
liam  Helnu,  Jacob  Hnffy,  Thomas  NawboU,  aid 
HSI117  Southard. 

From  Attaqplniua — WiUiwa  Andanon,  D%vi 
Bard,  Robert  Brawn,  William  Cnwfbrd,  TiQitiii 
Findlay,  Robert  Jenkins,  Aanm  Lyle,  William  HD- 
nc9,  John  Porter,  John  Ran,  Matthias  Bichaida,  Jolm 
Rote,  George  Smith,  Sanniel  Smith,  and  BobBt 
Whitehm. 

^roM  Marylaud — Jt^  Brown,  JoIid  Cimpbell, 
Cbaries  Goldsboiongfa,  Philip   B.   Key,  AIhsbIv 

J>«law<m— Nlctiolaa  Van  Djkt. 
Maryht/nd. — John  Brown,  John  OampbeU,  ChaHfla  0«ll» 
boron^  Fhlllp    Barton   Key,  Aluwder   MeSlm.  Ma 
loBlBomaT,  NlchoUa  B.  Uoon,  Bogu  Kdaom  umtH 

Plf^fBia.— BorveU  Banett,  Jama*  Braeksuldgt,  WD- 
un  A.  Bnrwell,  Uattlkeir  ClIT,  Joha  Dawaon,J^  W. 
Eppaa,  ThoDUa  Oholaan,  Jr.,  Fetetsoa  QaodiTi,  EMi 

Jobs  Q.  Jackaon,  Waltrr  Jonia,  Joaepb  I.«rfl,}c. 
John  LoT>,  Tbomai  Navtao,  WUko  Carer  Mcboltt  ii^ 
>lpb,  Jobn  Kosno,  Daniel  Sbalhr,  Joha  Smith,  Jaaia 
Stepbenaon,  Jacob  Bvoopa. 
NorOi  aiPoMiu._WUIIa  Altton,  jr..  Jama  CoehTaa,  ¥e- 
lack  FnukllB,  Jama  HoUand,  Tbomai  Sewa,  WUUm 
Kenned;,  Archibald  McBilde.  Mathanial  Uaun.  JoKpa 
ID,  Lamnel  Sawj^er,  Blebard  Stanfbrd.  John  S&alt;. 
lA  OiroUiui.— LemualJ.  AlstDB,  WllUam  BnUtr.J*- 
Mph  CalhoDB,  Hobcrt  Marion,  Thomai  Uoore,  Jobn  TriVt, 
Kobett  WIthenpson,  BIcbaid  Wynn. 

0»r0<a.— William  W.  Bibb,  HowaU  Cobb,  Deuda  Satll, 
George  W.  Troupe 

f  mfuitV.— H(U7  Crltt,  Joseph  Seaba,  Beiijamln  Hoa- 
ard,  Blohard  U.  Joknsim,  Uitthtw  Lfon,  Bameal  McKta 

~    HSeM—FltHant  II.  JUQer,  John    Bhia,  Kobtrt 
Waskley. 
{)Mo.~Jercralah  Homw. 
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HcSim,  John  Uoatgamtij,  Nicbolu  B.  Moore, 
Bsger  Nelno,  tud  AnhitMdd  Van  Honw. 

From  yiriB«a— BnrweU  Basiett,  WilUmm  A.  Bdt- 
nll,  Hattbaw  Claj,  John  Dawson,  John  W.  Eppu, 
JuDu  Bnckenridgn,  Tbomu  Gholaon,  jnnioc,  Peter- 
m  Goadwjn,  Edwin  Gray,  John  G.  JiLckwn,  Walter 
Jdsh,  Jouph  Lewi^  jnoior,  John  Lore,  Tlioinu 
Newton,  Jolui  Raiidolph,  John  Eaane,  Daniel  Slidley, 
John  Smith,  immea  Stcpheiuon,  and  Jacob  Swoops. 

Fnm  fi'orlk  CoHilina — Willis  AlMou,  Jnuior,  Junes 
Cocknn,  Unhack  Franklin,  Jainei  Holland,  Thomat 
Kbibo,  William  Kennedy,  Nathaniel  Mwxm,  Arcbi- 
Ud  UcBride,  Lemuel  Sawyeir,  Richard  Stanfbtd,  and 
Jghn  Stinky. 

fnt  SomA  CbrolMH— Lenniel  J.  Alaton,  WiUiam 
Bntkr,  Jcasph  Calboim,  Robert  Uarion,  Thomai 
Meon,  John  Taylor,  and  Robrit  Wl&raipoan. 

;>im  CaHju— Wnilam  W.  Bibb,  Howell  Cobb, 
Ilnimi  Smalt,  mnA  George  H.  Tnmp. 

finrn  Xatmetg — Heiuy  Criat,  Jew^  Deaha,  B«n- 
jmin  Howard,  mdtaid  U.  JohiuoB,  Matthew  Lyon, 
•ad  Samuel  McKee. 

fhm  TonKMB*— Plaaunt  H.  MUler,  and  John 
BbeL 

inat  OUa—Jenaotii  Morrow. 

EleetUm  qf  Speaker,  Se. 

A  qaomm,  consisting  of  »  mqjority  of  the 
whole  nnmber,  being  preBent,  tbe  Honee  pro- 
ceded,  by  ballot,  to  uie  choice  of  a  Speaker. 

Hofsn.  K.  B.  UooBB.  Crrrs,  and  Pobtsb, 
were  appointed  tellers  of  tbe  voles, 

Ur.  y.  B.  UooBB  reported  that  tlte  remit  of 
the  ballot  w«i  that  tbere  were — 

For  Joseph  B.  Varnani,  60 ;  IfatbaidelUacoa, 
«;TiniolhyPitkin,  junior,  30;  Roger  Nelson. 
1 ;  C.  W.  Goldsborongh,  1 ;  blank  ballots,  2. 

Ur.  YAKNCif  baviog  00  votes,  it  was  sub~ 
mitted  to  the  decision  of  the  House  by  the 
l^era  wbetber  the  blank  ballots  conld  he  oon- 
odered  as  votes;  if  not,  there  being  but  118 
rotes,  Mr.  VABFim  having  SO,  bad  a  mtgority. 

Hr.  V.  ALSTOif  conceived  that  there  ooold  be 
no  doabt  on  the  subject ;  that  blank  pieces  of 
Mper  eonld  not  be  oonsidered  as  vot«e.  lie 
DistBDced  the  case  which  occmred  in  the  famous 
balloting  for  FremdenC  in  the  year  1801;  at 
«iiidi  time,  after  a  nnmber  <of  ballotings,  the 
State  of  HaiyUnd,  which  was  divided,  gave  in 
fiUT  blank  votes,  and  thns  decided  the  election. 

Mr.  Maooit  thought  there  could  be  no  ques- 
tion onthe  enbject;  he  also  recollected  the  case 
of  the  Preeidential  election  instanced  by  his 
edleigue,  and  was  of  opinion  that  blank  ballots 
Mold  not  be  counted.  He  hoped  that  tbe  gentle- 
man from  Massachosetts  (Mr.  Vabntik)  would 
be  eondncted  to  tbe  Chair. 

Hr.  Kkmtouea  sud  this  was  no  ordinary 
question  which  the  Hoase  were  about  to  deter- 
mine, at  the  instanoe  of  bis  friend,  (Mr.  Maoon,) 
inbis  opinion,  ia  a  verj  irregular  manner;  and 
ICr.  R.  said  that  he  was  certain,  if  bis  friend 
were  not  himself  implicated  in  the  question,  he 
would  have  been  one  of  the  last  men  in  the 
House  to  give  ench  a  decision  against  himself; 
bid  perhaps  this  was  a  peculiarity  in  bia  friend's 
character.  Are  we,  gentlemen,  (said  Mr.  B.,) 
to  have  a  Speaker  of  die  Houae  of  Eepreeenta- 
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tives  without  any  election?  The  committee 
have  not  reported  thatone  of  tbe  persons  voted 
for  had  a  majority  of  tbe  whole  number  of  votes 
even ;  on  the  contrary,  tbey  have  eipreesly  re- 
ported thatno  onehadam^oritj.  Andwillthe 
Honse  consent  in  this  manner  to  choose  a  Speaker 
to  preside  over  this  body,  and  perhaps  eventually 
over  tbe  destinies  of  this  nation  t — for  percbanco 
the  Speaker  mi^t  become  Freodent  of  the 
United  StatM.  with  respect  to  the  precedent 
in  the  case  of  the  election  of  the  President  of 
the '  United  StAtes,  tbere  was  not,  he  said,  the 
smallest  analogy  iMtween  the  two  cases.  What 
was  that  esse  ?  It  was  on  a  qaestion  whether 
or  not  there  should  eiist  in  this  country  a  Gov- 
ernment, that  this  device  had  been  nsed,  after 
some  forty  or  fifty  ballotings.  In  order  to  give 
a  President  to  the  United  States,  certain  gentle- 
men had  thought  proper  not  to  vote  at  all. 
Bnt,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  time  now  so  precions  t  Is 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  knocking  at  the  door  for  admittance?  la 
the  enemy  at  the  gate !  Is  there  not  time,  I 
beseech  yon,  gentlemen,  to  proceed  in  the  regri- 
lar  mode  to  the  election  of  our  officers  t  Or, 
shall  we,  to  avoid  the  trouble  of  writing  a  name 
twice,  establish  a  precedent,  which,  if  estab- 
lished, may  put  an  end  to  this  Government^ 
which  is  fonnded  on  tbe  principle  that  the  ma- 
jority shall  govern  ?  Mr,  R.  said  be  was  more 
free  in  expressing  his  ideas,  becaose  he  believed 
that  a  second  ballot  would  not  affect  the  result ; 
and  he  put  it  to  bis  friend  (Mr.  Maoon)  to  say 
wbetber  he  himself  would  consent  to  take  the 
Chair  on  the  vote  of  a  minority.  He  said  he 
knew  him  too  well;  he  woold  not  consent  to  It. 
He  conceived  that  there  was  noquestion  before 
the  House,  that  they  hsd  not  elected  their 
Speaker ;  and  that  it  was  their  business  to  pro- 
ceed to  an  election.  They  were  certainly  com- 
Cit,  he  said,  to  elect  the  officers  of  their  own 
;  and  he  hoped  tbey  would  do  it  more  ma- 
jorum — ^after  the  faabion  of  their  ancestors. 

Hr.  Stahfosd  denied  thht  the  case  which 
had  been  cited  from  tbe  Presidential  elMition  in 
1801  had  any  bearing  on  tbe  present  qnestion. 
That  wasa  case  in  which,  a  State  being  divided, 
one-half  the  representation  voted  blank,  and 
left,  to  the  other  half  of  the  representation  the 
right  of  voting  for  the  State.  As,  at  tbe  same 
time,  a  gentleman  now  tram  Kentacky,  (Mr. 
Lros,)  then  the  only  representative  present 
from  Vermont,  had,  by  his  single  vote,  bis  col- 
league being  absent,  decided  the  vote  of  that 
State,  he  thought  tbere  was  no  analogy. 

Mr.  Baxdolpu  moved  that  tbe  Ilonse  pro- 
ceed to  ballot  a  second  time  for  Speaker. 

The  Clerk  having  pat  tbe  qnestion,  it  was 
carried— 67  to  48. 

Mr.  Haoos  said  he  certainly  felt  a  sense  of 
gratitude  towards  those  who  bad  voted  for  him ; 
but  he  should  bo  obliged  to  them  to  vote  for 
some  other  person.  He  hod  rather  remun  on 
the  floor  of  the  House  than  be  placed  in  the 
Chair.  He  had  eznerienced  the  difficulties  of 
the  utuation ;  besides,  by  an  illness  during  last 
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-whiter,  bla  longa  had  been  so  affected  that  be 
did  not  feel  himself  Adequate  to  the  task.  As 
his  declining  the  ritnation  might  be  onezpected 
to  Mine  gentlemen,  to  aocomniodiit«  them  be 
wonid  ask  a  pos^nement  of  the  ballot  for  a 
time.  He  considered  the  office  of  Bpeaker  of 
the  Honae  as  one  of  the  moat  honorable  in  the 
nation.  Periisps  none  was  more  so,  after  that 
of  Preudent  and  Vice  Preddent  Notwitb- 
Blauding  this,  were  thei«  a  (avbabjlitr  of  hia 
being  ohoeen,  be  moat  decline  bang  placed  in 
tbe  Chur. 

The  Honae  then  proceeded  to  a  farther  baDot ; 
and  Mr.  N.  R.  Hoona  reported  the  result  to  be : 

For  Mr.  Vamnin,  65;  Mr.  Macon,  46;  Mr. 
fVHaa,  6 ;  Hr.  Howard,  1 ;  Mr.  Nelion,  1,  and 
Mr.  Goldaborongh,  1. 

Mr.  VAsmTv  having  a  m^ority  of  votM  was 
declared  elected,  aud  oondacted  to  the  Gbair ; 
wbence  he  addresaad  tbe  Eonse  as  follows : 

"GmUemm^tkt  Batm of  R^raaitaliMM : 

"  Hia  continned  muiIfettkCioa  of  tba  national  cod- 
fldenoe  in  me,  eipnaasd  by  the  Bspieaentativu  of 
the  pw^ilii  oa  thii  oocsncm,  GIIb  1117  heart  with  grate- 
ful lenailuliEj.  In  obedteDce  to  the  call  of  tdj 
eoaaixj,  I  accept  the  office  asngned  me,  and  trill  en- 
(leBvar  to  ditchargs  the  dutiei  oT  it  according  to  the 
best  of  TDJ  ahilide^  and  agiMaUj  to  tbe  wisfaci  of 
the  Honae." 

The  SpEAKKB  having  been  awom,  Ibe  oath  to 
anpport  the  OonetitutJon  of  the  United  State* 
was  \iy  him  administered  to  the  membei^  b; 
SUtea. 

The  Honse  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a 
Olerk,  bj  ballot.  The  votes  having  been 
oonnted,  there  were — 

For  Patrick  Magruder,  68 ;  Daniel  Brent,  88 ; 
Nicholas  B.  Van  Zandt,  14 ;  William  Lambert, 
7,  and  Mr.  Scott,  1. 

Mr.  Magmder  having  a  majority  of  votes, 
was  declared  to  be  re-elected. 

Mr.  GsoBfix  PoiNDxiTXK  having  appeared 
and  produced  his  credentials,  as  the  Delegate 
from  tbe  Hisaiwippi  Territory  of  the  United 
States,  tfte  oath  was  administered  to  him  by  the 
Speaker. 

Mr.  MacoHj  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  President  of  tbe  United 
States,  reported  that  tbe  committee  bad  per- 
fbrmed  the  service  assigned  to  them,  and  that 
the  President  signified  that  be  would  make  a 
commnnication  to  Congress,  to-morrow  at 
twelve  o'clock. 

A  message  was  received  from  tbe  Senate, 
informing  the  Honse  that  that  body  was  form- 
ed, and  ready  to  proceed  t«  bnainess ;  and  that 
thej  bad  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  on  tbe 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  conjaaction 
with  such  committee  as  the  Hoose  shonld  ap- 
point, to  inform  him  that  they  were  ready  to 
receive  any  commnnication  be  might  have  to 
make. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  O.  Jaokbon,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  act  with  the  committee  of 
the  Senate.  Messrs.  MACOif  and  JAOison  were 
named  as  the  committee. 


[Hit,  ism. 

The  Honse,  after  hearing  a  mecoorial  ficm 
Joaepb  Wbeaton,  stating  bb  servioee,  and  prsj- 
ing  a  reinstatement  in  the  office  of  Bergeant-tt- 
Anns,  from  which  he  had  been  qected,  pie- 
ceeded"  to  the  choice  of  a  Sergeant-st-Anna 
Tbe  whole  namber  was  ISS,  of  which  TbomH 
Dnnn  had  80.  He  was  therefore  declared  to  be 
re-elected. 

On  balloting  for  a  Doorkeeper,  tie  wbde 
number  of  votes  was  116,  of  wbidi  TloaiM 
Ciaiton  bad  IIS.  Ha  was  therefore  dedared 
re-elected. 

On  balloting  for  an  Asristant  DooAeep«, 
there  were — 

For  Beqjamin  Bnrch,  68;  Jesse  Edwndi, 
SO. 

Mr.  Bnrch  was  therefore  elected. 

Mr.  Dawsok. — Before  we  adjonni,  it  will  \a 
necessary  to  fix  on  some  bonr  at  which  we  ihtll 
meet;  that  hour  heretofore  has  been  eleven ; 
bnt,  as  the  mornings  are  now  long,  as  Bome  of 
tbe  reasons  which  canaed  the  present  aesnoBi 
have  probabtj  ceased,  aa  the  select  committen 
will  have  bnt  littie  to  do,  and  every  gentJonan 
mnst  be  aniioos  to  end  the  session  and  retnra 
home,  I  wonld  prefer  an  earlier  hour,  tnd 
tberefure  offer  tbe  following  reaolntion : 

AivlBei,  Tbat  BDleii  otkerwin  directed,  the  iaa 
of  meedng  daring  the  pment  lilinn  shall  be  at  IM 
o'clock  in  tbe  ibnmooiL 

Agreed  to,  C2  to  89 ;  and  the  Hotm  id- 
Jonrned. 

TnasDAT,  May  SS. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  From  Umt^ 
chnsetta,  SufuxL  Taooast  ;  from  New  Tak, 
VisoBKT  Matthbws  ;  from  Pennsylvania,  Das- 
lEL  HxisTKB ;  and  from  North  Carolina,  JosirE 
PxABsos,  appeared,  produced  their  credentJal^ 
were  qnalined,  and  took  their  seats. 

Tbe  Jonrnal  of  yeaterday'a  proceedings  hiv- 
ing been  read — 

Mr.  Babdolph  moved  to  amend  it,  so  aa  to 
record  the  precise  state  of  the  two  ballots  fbri 
Speaker,  with  a  view  to  a  correct  miderstaod- 
ing  of  the  case,  if  it  should  ever  be  drawn  into 
precedent  hereafter. 

After  a  discQsaion  of  nearly  two  bonrs  on  the 
snbject  of  the  decision  of  yesterday,  and  tbe 
analogy  betwiit  it  and  the  case  of  the  Prea- 
dential  election  of  1801,  Mr.  BAinmLFB's  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to — ayes  70, 

Freridene»  Menagt. 
The  Ueaeage  of  tbe  President  of  the  17nit«J 
States  was  received,  agreeably  to  the  intdns- 
tion  given  by  the  Frendent  yesterday  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  wait  on  Mm.  Tbe 
Message  having  been  read,  was  referred  to  1 
Committee  of  Uie  whole  Honse  on  the  State  of 
the  Union,  and  6,000  copies  ordered  to  be 
printed  of  the  Message,  with  the  docnments  ac- 
companying it.  [See  Senate  proceedings  of 
this  date,  ante  page  117,  for  this  ' 


proceeding! 
iMeasage.] 
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Tbubsdat,  May  2S. 
Sfceiuh  and  PortugvtM  Yuul*. 

Mr.  Nkwtoit  offered  a  resolation  to  instruct 
tb«  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mannfactnree 
to  ioqnire  into  and  report  oa  the  expedienoj  of 
ptrmiitiiig  vessels  of  those  nadoiu  irith  whom 
inIem>orse  was  permitted,  to  take  cargoes,  &a 
Be  stated  to  the  House  that  at  present  vessels  of 
Sweden  and  Portug^  with  whom  interixinrse 
is  permitted,  conld  not  load  sod  depart ;  and  on 
thu  soUect  a  letter  was  read  from  the  Secretory 
of  ihe  freasnry  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
end  Uanufactnres. 

Mr.  BrswEix  said  there  wag  another  'Botiject 
ounneeted  with  the  resolntion,  which  onght  to 
be  taken  iota  consideration.  The  pr^lamation 
tit  the  President  declares  that  on  the  10th  of 
Jnoe  next^  the  operation  of  the  non-intercourse 
iiw,  as  relates  to  Great  Britiun,  shall  cease.  It 
vent  into  operation  on  the  20th  of  this  month. 
Of  coarse  there  were  many  vessels  on  the  coast 
which  conld  not  get  in  before  the  20th  of  May. 
Ee  nibmittfid  it  to  the  Chairman 'of  the  Com- 
mittee, whether  it  wonJd  not  be  proper  at  once 
todo  away  all  reatriction,  because  the  policy  of 
its  existence  had  ceased  in  relation  to  Great 
Britain  from  the  restoration  of  harmony  witii 
her ;  and  if  the  goods  on  onr  coast  were  not 
psmitted  to  be  regolarly  landed,  they  might 
be  sinnggled  in,  and  injure  the  reveuae.  He 
thought  it  would  be  proper  to  inquire  into  the 
eipediency  of  doing  away  at  onoe,  by  law,  all 
interdiction  of  commerce. 

Mr.  Kbwtok  said  he  had  no  objection  to  act 
M)  the  subject  mentioned  by  his  colleague,  bnt 
be  did  not  conceive  it  to  be  connected  with  the 
pwent  motion* 

Mr.  Nkwton'b  motion  having  been  agreed  to, 
be  immediately  reported  "  a  bill  respecting  the 
ihipa  or  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  foreign 
nations  with  whom  commercial  intercoarse 
is  permitted." — Twice  read,  and  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Son-InUramrie  Act. 

Mr.  LiTERKOBK  sdd  that  he  did  not  distinctly 
hear  alt  that  fell  from  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
enia,  (Mr.  Bubwill,)  but,  from  what  he  had 
beard,  he  apprehended  that  it  was  on  a  sobject 
<rf  great  importance.  There  were  many  vesels 
00  the  coast,  which,  were  they  to  enter  onr 
barbora,  would  fall  within  the  description  of  the 
4th,  fitii,  and  6th  sections  of  the  non-intercourse 
Kt.  From  the  happy  commencement  of  the 
lettlemenlof  our  differences  with  Great  Britain, 
he  did  not  believe  it  was  the  design  of  any 
(cnlleman  that  the  non-intercourse  should  tie 
mfiirced  in  this  particular.  He  therefore 
offered  a  resolution  for  lospending  the  act,  as 
bUows: 

Raoini,  That  it  ii  expedient  that  the  operatioDof 
n  BBch  of  Uh  act,  entided  "  An  act  to  interdict  the 
MBiDtTda]  inlCTOimne  between  the  United  Statei 
■■d  GieM  Brituu  and  France,  and  their  depend- 
wdm,'  M  inhibit*  the  Impottuian  of  goods  fam 


Fbhiay,  Uay  26. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  Bobest  Wkaklbt, 
from  Tennessee,  appeared,  produced  hia  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 
YoU  of  Approhatitm, 

Mr.  RAimoLPH  said  that  for  the  last  eight 
years  or  thereabouts  an  alteration  had  taken 
place  in  the  manner  of  doing  busiuess  at  the 
commencement  of  each  s«ision  of  Congress.  Ee 
sud  he  recollected  when  the  first  Congress  un- 
der the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson  had  met 

this  place,  instead  of  Congress  being  opened 

heretofore  by  the  President  in  person  and  by 
a  speech,  a  note  In  these  words  had  been  receiv- 
ed by  the  Speaker,  endodng  a  Message  ftom  the 
Preaident : 

"  DSCEMBBB  S,  1801. 

Six :  The  clrcamitaneea  under  which  we  Rnd  onr- 
SaWes  at  thi*  place  rendering  InconTonient  the  mode 
betetofbra  practlaed,  of  making  by  peraonsl  sddreu 
the  first  commoDicadaoi  between  the  L^slatiTe  and 
Elxecntive  bruicbes,  I  hare  adopted  that  by  Mauage, 
aa  used  on  ill  mlneqnent  occasions  throngh  the  aea- 
Jn  doing  this  I  have  had  a  principu  i^ard  to 
lonTaniance  of  the  l<egiaUtnre,  to  the  econamy 
of  their  time,  to  their  relief  horn  the  ernbarraHmsnt 
of  immediate  anawers  oq  subject!  not  jet  fully  trafbre 
them,  and  to  the  benefits  thence  reealtiog  to  the 
pnblic  aSiuri.  Tmsting  that  a  procedure  fonnded 
in  theee  motives  will  meet  their  apprabatioD,  T  beg 
leave  throngh  yon,  ur,  to  comnanicate  the  encloMd 
Message.'  &o. 

It  is  unneceesnry,  I  believe,  (said  Mr.  R.,)  to 
state  that  the  hint  contained  in  the  UesMge 
that  DO  answer  was  to  be  expected,  was  taken 
by  tlie  House ;  and  from  that  dsj  no  answers 
have  laeen  given  to  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent at  the  opening  of  Congreee.  It  would  ill 
trecome  me,  sir,  who  so  highly  approved  then, 
and  who  so  highly  approve  now  the  change  in- 
troduced by  communicating  to  the  two  Houses 
by  message  instead  of  by  speech,  to  say  any 
thing  that  might  imply  a  disapprobation  of  it. 
I  like  it,  sir.  To  tell  the  truth,  the  style  of  com- 
municating by  speech  was  more  in  the  style  of 
the  opening  of  the  British  Parliament  by  the 
king.  I  tiierefore  like  the  mode  of  communi- 
cation by  message.  Bnt  I  am  not  so  clear, 
thongh  we  were  then  half-right,  that  we  were 
wholly  right ;  though  on  this  subject  I  do  not 
mean  to  give  a  definite  opinion.  No  man  can 
turn  over  the  journals  of  the  first  six  Congresses 
of  the  United  States  withont  being  sickened,  (airly 
sickened,  with  the  adnlation  often  replied  by  the 
Houses  of  Congress  to  the  President's  ciimninni- 
cation.  Bnt  nevertheless  the  anawertoanaddres^ 
although  that  answer  might  finally  contain  the 
most  exceptionable  passages,  was  in  fact  the 
greatest  opportunity  which  the  opposition  to 
the  measures  of  the  administration  bad  of  can- 
vassing and  sifting  its  measures;  and,  in  my 
mind,  whatever  goes  to  take  away  this  oppor- 
I  tnnity,  goes  so  far  to  narrow  down  the  rigfata 
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of  the  minority  or  opposition,  isimmonly  bo 
coUed.  and  in  fact  to  enlai^a  the  rights  of  the 
mqionty  and  the  adminiatratiou  parij  »o  called ; 
ana  I  beg  leave  not  to  be  nnderetood  as  speak- 
iog  of  the  state  of  portiee  at  this  tioie,  but  of 
that  which  has  always  exiatod.  Thia  oppor- 
tonity  of  discnsuoo  of  the  answer  to  lA  ad- 
drssa,  however  exceptionable  the  address  might 
be  when  it  had  received  the  last,  seasoning  for 
the  Presidential  palate,  did  afford  the  best  op- 
■  portunity  to  take  a  review  of , the  measnrea  of 
the  administratdon,  to  canvass  them  fully  and 
&irly,  without  there  being  any  qaeetian  raised 
whether  the  gentlemen  were  va  order  or  not ; 
and  I  believe  the  time  spent  in  canvassing  the 
answer  to  a  speech  was  at  least  as  weQ  spent  as 
a  great  deal  that  we  Jiave  expended  since  we 
discontinned  the  practice.  I  do  not  say  that 
any  answer  ia  proper  or  onght  to  be  given ;  but 
I  do  believe  that  when  this  Honse  goea  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tha 
Union,  it  is  for  purposes  a  little  more  elevated 
than  to  dissect  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
tlie  United  States,  or  to  strip  it  op  and  transfer 
it  to  select  and  standing  committees.  If  that  be 
the  whole  object  of  going  into  a  Coniniittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  I  can  see 
no  reaaon  for  having  any  sach  committee,  nor 
why  the  Message  shonld  not  he  titlcen  in  the 
first  instance,  dissected  by  the  knife  of  the  ope- 
rator most  in  the  fashion  of  the  day,  and  refer- 
red to  different  committees.  And  it  has  a  ten- 
dency to  cast  a  sort  of  ridicule  on  our  proceed- 
ings, when  this  angust  assembly  resolves  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  and  resolves  that  the  Kessage  shall 
be  referred  to  such  and  snch  committees ;  and 
would  induce  shallow  observers  to  believe  that 
in  fact  there  is  little  or  no  use  for  such  a  com- 
mittee. But  whatever  may  be  my  opinion  on 
the  subject  of  opening  the  two  Houses  by  mes- 
sage, I  do  think  that  there  are  occasions,  and 
that  this  is  one,  on  which  it  behooves  this  as- 
sembly to  express  its  opinion  on  the  state  of 
iiublic  affiiirb.  I  will  nut  recall  to  your  recol- 
eotioD,  sir,  because  perhaps,  and  most  probably 
it  passed  over  yonr  mind  without  making  any 
impreftiion,  that  some  time  during  the  last  ses- 
tiun  of  CungresB,  I  stated  that  it'  the  gentleman 
in  who^  hand  the  reins  of  Government  were 
about  to  be  placed  did  not  even  tolerably  per- 
form tlie  to^k  assigned  to  him,  some  allowance 
ought  to  he  made  for  the  state  in  which  he 
found  the  nation.  And,  sir,  when  I  see  the 
situation  of  the  country  so  materially  changed 
for  tha  better,  am  I  aud  is  tiiis  llonse  to  sit  stili 
and  regard  it  but  as  newspaper  talk  of  the  day, 
and  express  no  opinion  on  itt  And  what  is 
our  opiuiou?  It  is  either  in  approbation  or 
disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of  the  Executive, 
lu  lay  opinion  it  is  due  to  the  Executive  that 
he  have  an  expressioo  of  sentiment  on  this  sub- 
ject. La  the  part  of  the  couutry  iu  which  I  live, 
dinners  have  h«en  given,  feasts  have  been  held, 
aud  the  song  and  toaat  have  passed  round  in 
commemoration  of  Uie  event ;  and  is  thia  House 


to  be  insensible,  and  to  leave  the  Preadeul  of 
the  United  States  in  ignorance  or  doubt  icheibcr 
his  conduct  has  or  has  not  received  the  sanctius 
of  their  approbation  t  Or  is  he  to  get  that  in- 
formation ttom  inofficial  sources?  I  hope  not 
I  hope  he  will  get  it  from  ourselvca.  1  there- 
fore move  yon — 

"  Thftt  the  pramptltade  and  fnnkneu  vHIi  vhirli 
the  PrgndcDt  of  the  United  Stato  hu  met  ibe  tati- 
tam  of  the  Qovemment  of  Oieat  Biiliiii,  ttnrudi 
the  reatoration  of  hannony  and  &ae  commeraul  n- 
IweoiinB  bntwaen  the  tiro  natioiu,  meet!  the  qifro- 
batioD  of  tfaii  BouM." 

iir.  FiNDur  said  that  this  proportion  con> 
tempUted  a  novelty  in  the  legislative  procted- 
ing  of  this  oonntr}'.  Where  woold  it  end  if  tlM 
House  were  now  to  make  B  solemn  reselulioa 
approving  of  the  conduct  of  the  Preddentt 
The  answer  returned  to  the  speech  of  the  Eiog 
in  monarchical  Governments  committed  ths 
House  making  it  to  all  that  was  oontained  hi 
iL  The  practice  in  this  country  had  been  lou 
considered  an  evil ;  indeed,  he  dionght  he  conli 
show  by  the  jounuls  one  instance  in  which  the 
disooa^on  of  a  single  section  in  en  answer  ooco- 
pied  the  House  fourteen  or  fifteen  days.  It  tu 
a  practice,  too,  which  introduced  at  the  vety 
opening  of  the  sesaiou  all  that  irritstioQ  tbit 
commonly  arose  iu  the  course  of  a  session.  Ur. 
F.  said  he  supposed  there  was  not  a  member  in 
the  House  but  did  approve  of  the  President^ 
exercise  of  the  authority  ves[«d  in  him.  B» 
preeumed  that  they  approved  equally  sbo  of 
the  same  offer  heretofore  mode  to  tlie  Caurt  </ 
London.  If  the  House  were  to  approbate  the  . 
conduct  of  one  President,  they  mu^  approbate 
that  of  others ',  and  the  conduct  of  the  differeiit 
administrations  under  the  constitution  might  be 
brought  into  view.  Mr.  F.  was  totally  agaiost 
this  ttMtion,  or  any  other  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  Uasa  said  that  at  the  present  time  be 
should  certainly  not  be  for  adopting  the  reaoln- 
tion.  The  adopting  it  at  this  time  would  (e^ 
tainly  not  comport  with  the  object  professed  by 
the  mover,  which  he  had  understood  to  be,  to 
present  a  question  on  which  there  might  be  » 
genertd  view  of  the  conduct  of  the  Executive  in 
relation  to  the  object  in  question.  If  the  olyect 
was  to  bring  up  the  question  iu  a  regular  tofo, 
that  gentlemen  might  express  themselves  folly 
in  relation  to  our  affiurs,  it  wa-*  very  prq)tf 
that  this  subject  should  be  discussed  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Cnico. 
Eor  himself  Mr.  B.  said  that  he  thought  ths 
mode  of  answering  speeches  might  do  very  vdl 
in  snch  a  Government  as  this,  and  whatever 
might  he  said  of  economy  of  time,  by  an  atten- 
tion to  the  sotoal  expense,  it  would  be  found 
that  in  fact  very  little  time  was  lust  by  it-  At 
the  last  ses^on  of  Congress  a  committee  had 
reported  a  resolution  to  which  there  was  but 
two  dissenUenta ;  the  discu^lun  oocnpied  neuij 
three  weeks.  AJl  agreed  oh  to  the  result,  but 
gentlemen  combated  each  other's  argniufflt^ 
And  andoubtedly,  Mr.  D.  sud,  the  rapidity  vidi 
which  the  Mesaage  was  diot  throogb  a  (^om- 
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mUu  of  tb«  Whole,  wm  ntho'  a  brdcal  piece 
rf  bosQen — tuid,  indeed,  it  was  not  without 
nme  little  surprise  that,  when  he  had  come  to 
tiia  Bouse  this  momiiig,  he  found  the  whole 
oAgM  disposed  of.         • 

Mr.  W.  Alston  said,  that  when  &  resolatioa 
^  the  one  proposed  was  presented  to  hiiu,  the 
ulBtaiice  of  which  met  his  approbstioB,  il  he 
wu  compelled  to  TOte  directlj  npotk  it,  he 
irosld  rather  Tota  for  it  than  agaiiiBt  it.  But 
if  it  were  the  object  to  bring  before  the  Uoose  a 
di9cai»on  upon  the  Message  of  the  President, 
lad  to  return  an  answer  to  his  Eice!leDC7'B 
Dwft  gracious  Ueasage,  he  shonld  certainly  be 
o^nHd  to  it.  If  ever  there  had  been  one  par- 
titidtf  part  of  the  condoct  of  the  former  adroin- 
irtiatioD  which  had  met  the  approbation  of  the 
BepnbHcans  of  this  country  generally,  it  waa 
lh«  diKontinaance  of  this  practice.  The  reaolt 
of  the  alteration  was,  that  althongh  more  was 
done  daring  the  Mestona  of  the  Repnblioan  Con- 
gnsn,  they  terminated  them  three  or  four  weeks 
Moner  than  ever  had  been  done  before.  As  to 
tl»  ejqiortnnity  which  the  answers  afforded  for 
iebtbt,  eouldany  one  say  that  sufficient  latitude 
bal  Dot  been  taken  in  debate?  Had  not  gentle- 
men eien  called  others  by  name,  and  introduced 
eiety  sobject  on  an/  question  I  Mr-  A.  said  he 
»a>  pleased  with  what  had  been  done,  and  he 
coda  not  vote  that  he  was  not  pleased ;  but  he 
m  eeitaJDly  opposed  to  eoteriug  into  a  full 
djacDMon,  at  the  opening  of  each  session,  of 
cvetj  thing  which  was  to  oome  under  the  con- 
ndtntion  of  the  House.  If  they  were  to  take 
Bp  this  resolation,  they  might  as  well  take  some 
tbKnct  act  of  Hr.  Adams's,  be  beingetill  living, 
and  discnaa  bis  poMoal  life.  WasmNOTON,  at 
leaR  te  hoped,  having  departed  from  ua,  would 
be  permitted  to  rest  in  peace. 

Mi.  Bacox  aaid  that  with  other  gentlemen, 
be  could  not  but  regret  that  this  proposition 
hid  been  brought  forward.  If  he  were  brought 
to  vote  upon  it,  he  need  not  teli  the  House  that 
be  riioold  cordially  vote  for  it ;  but  it  was  retdly 
OBe  o[  tbo  last  observations  which  he  had  ei- 
peeted  to  have  heard  from  any  gentleman  that 
■n*  wanted  field  for  debate.  He  had  thought 
tbtt  the  grievanoe  was  the  other  way ;  that  the 
CUM  of  complaint  was,  that  they  consumed 
too  much  time  in  debate.  He  add  he  ahould 
wttaiDly  Tote  for  the  resolntion,  were  it  broocht 
Id  a  direct  vote ;  but,  for  the  purpose  of  placing 
befere  tfaa  Home  the  view  of  the  subject  which 
bs  entertained,  he  should  take  the  liberty  to 
laovc  an  amendment  to  it,  and  then  move  to 
nfer  it  to  B  Oommittee  of  the  Whole.  The 
smendment  was  in  theee  words,  proposed  to  be 
added  to  the  motion : — "  And  famishes  an  ad- 
ditianal  prot^ofthe  spirit  of  sooommodation  on 
^pait  of  the  Qoveniment  of  the  United  States, 
^dnch  haa  at  do  time  been  intermitted." 

Mr.  J.  a.  Jaokbos  moved  that  the  whole  anb- 
jM  be  postponed  indeflnitcly. 
Kr.  Ban>oi:.PB  said  that  as  an  indefinite  poet- 
considered  as  tantamouut  to  a 
it  prevents  a  renewal  of  the  taty 
Voi.  IV.— 8 
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ject  during  the  Hcasion,  and  a  rejection  does 
nothing  more,  as  the  House  had  heretofore  bad 
a  wofuT  eiperience  in  the  case  of  certain  very 
pertinacious  petitioners;  and,  as  he  waa  aftidd, 
they  would  again  have  from  a  certain  body  of  peti-. 
tioners,  who,  be  presumed,  had  not  entirely 
^veunp  their  hopes  of  quartering  themselves 
on  tlie  poblio  property — an  indefinite  postpone- 
ment, then,  being  equiTalent  to  s  r^ection,  he 
certainly  was  opposed  to  the  r^ection  of  bis 
own  motion.  He  oould  not  have  believed  that 
this  motion  would  have  been  r^ected  by  the 
House,  though  he  said  he  had  certainly  calcu- 
lated on  its  being  opposed  by  those  who  con- 
demned the  promptitode  and  fl^itkness  with 
which  the  President  had  proceeded  to  restore, 
as  far  as  depended  ou  bini,  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  It  is  this  part  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Frendent  of  the  United  States, 
said  Mr.  R.,  on  which  I  mean  to  give  an  opin- 
ion—" By  the  President  of  the  United  States,  a 
proclamation" — and  in  that  proclamation,  in  my 
opinion,  he  has  deserved  well  of  his  country.  -I 
aatk  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
FiKDLAT,)  if  he  is  near  enough  to  hear  me  in 
this  vast  room,  when  have  I  proposed  bringing 
in  review  the  whole  measures  of  former  admin- 
istration ;  when  have  I  proposed  on  answer  to 
an  address  to  the  two  Houses  t  I  have  propos- 
ed no  such  thing,  sir,  although  my  motion  is 
nearly  tantamount  to  it ;  because  it  so  happens 
that  the  only  act  of  which  we  have  any  knowl- 
edge, except  the  laying  up  the  cunboata  in  dry 
dock,  which  I  also  most  cordially  approbate,  is 
this  very  thing.  Now.  I  have  sot  the  slightest 
objection,  if  the  gentleman  chooses,  that  the 
honorable  and  worthy  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts should  insist  on  a  ttnire  on  the  conduct 
of  any  former  President  of  the  United  States, 
but  I  b^  myself  to  be  excused  from  serving  on 
it  Ab  an  unqualified  juror,  I  choose  to  except 
myself ;  fbr,  really,  aii  to  one  of  those  Presidents, 
his  career  does  not  yet  seem  to  be  finished.  It 
would  seem  aa  if  he  meditated  oootiier  batch  of 
midnight  Judges,  and  another  midnight  retreat 
from  the  CapitaL  I  do,  therefore,  except  to 
myself  as  a  Joror  as  to  him  or  any  other  Prem- 
denL  Dt  mortuii  nil  niti  honum.  Agreed,  ur. 
Let  the  good  that  men  do  live  after  them,  and 
the  evil  be  interred  in  their  grarea,  Bnt,  I 
would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Counecticut,  and 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  also,  if  thia 
be  one  of  their  abstract  propositions  t  How 
abstract.  I  pray  you  ?  Or,  If  it  be  one  of  those 
nnmeanmg  proposiUons,  the  disonieion  of  which 
could  answer  no  good  to  this  House  t  It  would 
be  idle  in  ua  now  to  be  trying  Mr.  Adama  on 
the  merits  of  the  sedition  law,  the  eight  per 
cent  loons,  or  any  other  such  act.  It  would 
answer  no  purpose ;  and  it  would  be  equally  idle 
and  fiitile  to  pass  any  opinion  on  the  merits  or 
demerita  of  the  fimt  four  or  IsKt  four  years  of 
the  late  administration,  for  this  plain  reason, 
the  question  bolts  upon  yon,  eui  5o7w  f  What 
earthly  good  can  result  from  it  t  But  is  that 
the  ctae  in  relation  to  the  £x»outiTe,  on  wheae 
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nation  f  Is  tbat  a  mere  idl«  disciuwon  t  And 
is  it  oome  to  this !  la  thie  House  so  sunk  ia 
the  Ezeeatire  opinion,  (I  tnut  not,  mr ;  I  abhor 
tbe  idea,)  that  ita  approbation  of  a  great  conree 
of  naCionkl  policy  is  to  paae  for.nothing;  is  it  to 
have  no  inflnenoe  on  tb«  condoct  of  tbe  Eiecn- 
tive  of  the  United  States  T  This,  idr,  is  taking 
higher  doctrine  than  was  ever  advanced  bj 
those  who  wished  to  see  the  Pr«eident  open 
Parliament  by  a  ^)eech  from  the  throne.  It  is 
taking  higher  ground  than  the  Uinister  of  that 
ooimtry  irom  which  the  precedent  was  derived. 
The  weight  of  the  Honae  of  Commons  '\a  felt  too 
sensibly  there  for  their  inclinations  not  to  be 
soQoded  by  motions  from  their  Ohanoellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  their  members  of  opposition,  in 
relation  to  the  great  oonrse  of  foreign  e^rs. 
And,  ur,  diall  we  now  be  told  that  it  is  a  mero 
matter  of  moonsbine,  a  thinff  of  no  moment, 
whether  this  House  reslly  does  approve  the 
oondnot  of  the  Administration  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  or  disapproves  it  I 
Praise,  in  my  opinion,  properly  and  not  prod- 
igally bestowed,  is  one  of  Uie  beat  reeonrces  of 
a  nation.  Why  b  this  Honae  called  npon,  and 
I  am  sorry  to  say  it  is,  too  oflen,  and  too  light- 
ly, to  give  its  sanction  to  the  condnct  of  individ- 
uals in  the  public  service,  if  its  approbation  is 
estimated  so  trivially  \  No,  sir ;  this  is  a  great 
question  which  I  have  presented  to  yon,  did 
gentlemen  may  hamper  it  with  as  many  amend- 
ments as  they  please ;  tfaey  oannot  keep  tiie 
qneetiou  out  of  sight.  Some  may  be  OigavMt  it 
because  they  are  for  it;  some  because  it  does 
harm,  and  some  beoaase  it  does  no  good.  The 
question  cannot  be  kept  oat  of  sight ;  it  has  been 
presented  to  tbe  American  people  and  they 
have  decided  it,  decide  yon  bow  you  may. 

With  reepect  to  tlie  gentleman's  amendment,  I 
need  not  tell  tiim,  I  prwume,  that  I  shall  vote 
most  pointedly  against  it,  because,  in  mj  opin- 
ion, it  does  not  contain  the  trath.  The  gentle- 
man from  Uassachosetts  (Mr.  B&oon)  will  be 
among  the  last  of  tbe  memoers  of  thia  Eonse  to 
attribute  to  me  an  improper  sentiment  in  regard 
to  him,  when  I  exj  that  it  does  not  contain  the 
troth.  If  the  gentleman  from  Uaseachnsetts 
ohooseS,  in  imitation  of  another  Eastern  nation 
— not  those  who  tried  their  Eioga  after  they 
were  emtombed,  bat  those  who  oaoMgned  to 
one  common  grave  the  living  and  the  dead  ;  if 
ha  ba  willing  to  attach  the  sound,  healthy  body 
of  the  present  AdministratioQ— healthy  so  far, 
and,  I  tmst,  fortifying  itself  aoainat  contagions 
— (n  tbe  dud  corpse  of  the  iMt,  let  him.  He 
shall  not  have  my  assistance  in  doing  it ;  nor 
have  I  the  least  desire  to  draw  a  marked  dis- 
tinction between  the  two  Administrations.  The 
gentleman  will  hardly  suspect  that  I  am  seek- 
ing favor  at  court.  Hv  object  is  pltdn.  It  ia 
(o  say  to  the  President  tnat,  m  issuing  that  pro- 
clamation, he  has  acted  wisely,  and  we  approve 
of  it.  I  know,  ea,  tbat  there  are  men  who 
oondemD  the  conduct  of  the  President  in  issa- 
jng  the  proclamation ;  and  why  t    They  say 


Whoe  was  t 
,'on,  of  declarim 
OnleTS  in  Conncil  will  Aom  bent  wiilidiaimt 
Thia  is  the  langnage  of  otgectjon.  Then  ii 
a  difference  of  opinioa  sabnsting  in  this  eooD- 
try  on  these  two  points.  There  ors  dhq  vbo 
rondemn  this  prodamation,  and  men  who  con- 
demn the  construction  given  by  the  fiiecntira 
to  the  non-intercourse  taw.  I  approve  both.  I 
wish  the  Preeideat  of  the  United  States  to  ii>T« 
the  approviug  sentiment  of  this  Hocse,  and  to 
have  that  approbation  as  a  goide  to  bis  fotim 
condact ;  and  I  pat  it  to  the  gentiemin  from 
Masaachnsetts  whether  it  be  fair  te  nun)^it 
with  the  old,  stale,  Tefnse  stuff  of  the  embargo  I 
No,  sir  ;  let  him  not  put  his  new  wice  into  (M 
bottles.  There  ii  a  aifferenoe  of  opinion  in  tUt 
oonntry.  Tbe  President  of  the  United  fitriM 
stands  condemned  by  men  in  this  nation,  ud, 
as  I  believe,  In  this  Hoose,  for  haviog  iaoed 
tbat  proclamation,  and  pnt  that  cmstnctioa  on 
the  non-interconne  law.  I  wish  to  see  by  bow 
many  he  is  thus  oondenmed.  1  do  not  tUi  to 
see  the  qaestion  shirked — to  see  it  blinked.  If 
there  be  a  m^ority  of  the  Hunse,  as  I  bdisT* 
there  is,  in  fiivor  of  the  oondnct  of  the  Fns- 
ident,  I  wish  him  to  have  that  ^iprobation  ex- 
pressed as  a  guide  to  hie  fntnre,  and  a  suiqiart 
to  his  present  condact.  It  is  due  to  him.  Sr, 
have  1  moved  ^on  a  nanaeona,  uckeoing  reeola-  . 
don,  stuffed  with  adulatioal  Nothing  like  it; 
but,  a  readution  that  the  promptitude  uid  frank- 
nees  with  which  the  President  of  the  Umted 
States  has  met  the  overtnree  of  tbe  Brititii 
Government  towards  a  restoration  of  tb«  tn- 
cient  state  of  things  between  the  two  connttiN 
— the  state  prior  to  the  memorable  non-impcr- 
totion  act  of  1806 — meets  the  approbatiaa  d 
this  House,  Either  it  does,  or  it  does  not.  If 
it  does,  let  as  say  so.  If  it  does  not,  let  ra  <tj 
so.  If  gentlemen  think  this  House  never  ougU 
to  express  ao  opinion,  bat  leave  the  Fresdent 
to  grope  in  the  dark  as  to  oar  views,  or  g« 
them  through  inofficial  channels,  I  presoma  toe 
prev)oas  question  will  be  t^en,  or  mctivi 
made  that  the  resolation  lie  npon  the  taUe. 
The  gentlemen  from  Pennsjlvania  saTS,>l>ill 
we  go  back,  and  approve  of  what  he  coaoara 
to  l>e  similar  conduct  of  tbe  late  Fre^duit  A 
the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  embirgat 
I  hope  not,  sir.  Bat  if  a  majority  of  tbiiBMH 
choose  to  do  BO,  let  them.  lahaliaayno,  'SA, 
why  mingle  two  aubjecta  togeUier,  tm  wbich 
thero  does  exist — and  I  am  afraid  it  will  teak 
ont  on  this  very  vote  of  indefinite  pcetpCBt- 
ment — 80  very  material  a  difibrenoe  of  i^iuqb 
in  different  parts  of  the  Honse  !  For  eziinfk: 
I  do  not  think  of  the  offer  aboat  the  emba^ 
as  the  gentiemen  from  Uassaohoaetts  and  Pobb- 
sylvania  think ;  and  I  think  it  probatda  ibit 
those  two  gentlemen  do  not  thing  of  tins  pro- 
clamation and  the  constmotion  given  to  tiM 
non-intercourse  law,  as  I  think.  And  why 
should  we  make  a  sort  of  hotoh-potch  tA  tm 
snbjects,  on  which  we  do  not  think  alikti  fof 
the  porpose  of  getting  us  all  united  i^asA 
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Utbt  It  is  an  old  adage,  and  a  very  homely 
one,  perh^n  too  maoh  m>  for  the  delicate  ears 
<f  th^sseembij,  that  if  joapnt  one  addled  egg 
into  a  padding,  yon  may  add  freab  ones,  ad  in- 
jmbuB^  but  joo  can  aerer  Bweetan  it  And, 
rir,  I  defy  the  KetUleman  from  MasuchnMtta, 
irith  all  his  poUtioal  oookerj,  hj  pooling  out 
rfthejar  of  our  present  ritution  into  the  old 
men,  to  sweeten  iL 

In  the  year  1806,  we  paaed  that  miserable  old 
noD-iinportation  act,  which  last  MBRion  we  re- 
pealed ;  and  really,  hit,  we  got  rid  of  it  with  an 
tdnritnenwhichpleasedmeezoeediiigly.  Never 
Tts  an  obnoxions  measare  more  handsomely 
imothered  by  its  avowed  friends.  Oentlemen 
and  it  was  merged  in  the  son-iuterooorBe  act, 
tod  tbtfeTore,  as  a  matter  of  indifference,  they 
vould  repeal  it ;  and  when  the  noD-lnt«rooQrse 
aot  shall  expire  by  ite  own  limitation,  at  the 
eod  of  this  aesdtm,  or  be  suspended  by  the  Preft- 
ident*!  prodamation,  aa  it  i«  in  relation  to 
Great  Britain,  the;re  ia  an  end  of  both ;  and 
tbns,  the  old  meaaore,  the  old,  original  sin  to 
which  we  owe  onrfirBt  difSonltiee,  was  aa  much 
goitea  rid  of  as  if  a  majority  of  this  Honse  had 
declared  it  an  nnwise  meaanre,  and  therefore 
i^>ealed  it  I  do  recollect  to  have  beard  one 
gwti^nan  (Mr.  Eppbs)  aay,  that  nnlesi  the  aec- 
ttoQ  Twealmg  this  law  were  Btriken  out,  he 
dionld  be  ootnpelled  to  vote  against  the  bilj. 
He  coDJored  the  Uonse  to  cling  to  the  old  non- 
importation  act  aa  the  last  vestiffe  and  symbol 
tt  reaistanoe  to  British  oppression ;  but  the 
Home  was  deaf  to  hia  call,  and  the  non-impor- 
talion  set  was  plunged  beneath  the  wave,  never, 
1  trust,  to  riaa  again.  When,  therefore,  the 
lite  Preddent  of  the  United  States  made  an  of- 
fer to  Great  Briton  to  suspend  the  embargo  aa 
to  her,  provided  she  would  withdraw  her  Or- 
den  in  Oonncil,  I  will  suppose  that  she  had  ac- 
cepted that  <^or.  ■  In  what  sitnation  would  she 
iiave  stood  in  relation  to  the  United  Statea? 
ha  fine  cloths,  her  leather,  her  watches,  her 
this  ind  her  that,  would  have  been  prohibited 
idmittaiioe  into  this  oonntry  under  the  old  non- 
importation act  of  1804,  which  would  have 
been  in  force.  That  aor,  in  point  of  fact,  had  no 
i^Kration  on  her  adversary.  Her  ships  would 
hate  been  prohibited  the  use  of  our  waters, 
while  the  sbips  of  war  of  her  enemy  were  ad- 
nutted.  Did  that  moke  no  difierence  t  That^ 
rir,  would  have  been  the  aitoation  of  llie  two 
Knutries,  provided  she  had  accepted  the  offer 
to  RKpeiid  the  embargo  as  to  herself — the  old 
iMMmportation  act  in  operation,  her  ships  of 
Tar  excladed,  and  her  rival's  admitted.  1  pray 
jn,  was  not  that  the  condition  of  the  oounbj 
irtwn  Mr.  Rose  arrived!  Was  there  not  some 
diScolty,  under  the  proclamation,  in  the  ad- 
■iaiion  of  tfae  Statira  frigate,  bearing  that  Min- 
irt«r  into  onr  waters !  And  were  not  French 
daps  of  war  then,  and  have  they  not  sinoe  been 
riung  quietly  at  Atm^Ntlis,  Norfolk,  and  else- 
where ?  Has  not,  in  fact,  the  gallant  Captain 
Deoatnr  taken  our  own  seamen  out  of  one  of 
tb»nt     And  yet,  nr,  the  offer  at  that  time 
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made  by  us  has  been  identified  with  the  negotia- 
tion between  Mr.  Secretary  Smith  and  Mr.  Er- 
skine.  What  then  was  her  situation)  The 
non-importation  act  in  force,  her  ships  exelvdtd 
and  those  of  France  admitUd,  and  nothing  in 
force  in  relation  to  France  except  the  emb^go. 
What  is  now  the  situation  of  affairs  t  Trade 
with  her  ia  restored  to  the  same  situation,  in 
point  of  fact,  in  which  it  stood  when  Congren 
met  here  in  1605  and  1806 — at  the  memorable 
first  aeasion  of  the  ninth  Congress,  which  gene- 
rated the  old  non-importation  act  of  160B.  Her 
ships  of  war  are  admitted  into  our  waters,  her 
trade  is  freed  tVom  embarrassment,  while  the 
ships  of  her  adversary  are  excluded  and  the 
trade  between  ns  and  her  adversary  forbidden 
by  law.  While,  therefore,  I  am  ready  and  will- 
ing to  approve  the  conduct  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, it  is  not  because  I  conceive  that 
they  have  effected  any  thing  so  very  difficult — 
that  they  have  obtained  any  such  mighty  con- 
cesdon— but,  beoanse  they  have  done  their 
duty.  Yes,  sir;  we  all  reooUect  that  the  ob- 
jections made  to  the  treaty  negotiated  by  Mr. 
Monroe,  and  Mr.  Pinkney,  on  two  great  lead- 
ing accounte :  1st.  Thatit  contained  no  express 
Erovision  agunst  the  impressment  of  seamen. 
I  there  any  providon  now  made  I  No,  aa. 
The  next  objeation  to  the  treaty  was  the  note 
attached  to  it  by  Lords  Holland  and  Auckland. 
What,  nr,  did  gentlemen  on  this  floor  say  was 
the  purport  of  this  note  t  That  its  ot^ect  was 
to  pot  ns  tn  a  atate  of  amity  in  respect  to  Great 
Britain,  at  the  expense  of  the  ri^  of  collision 
with  France.  On  account  of  this  note,  the 
treaty  and  the  treaty-makers  have  been  politi- 
cally damned.  And  yet,  we  are  now,  in  p<nnt 
of  tact,  in  that  very  situation.  In  relation  to  the 
two  nations,  in  which  it  was  said  that  the  Brit- 
ish Commissioners,  by  the  note,  ^med  to  place 
ua^  and  which  was  a  sufficient  reason,  according 
to  the  arguments  of  geutiemen,  for  n^ecting  the 
treaty.  The  note  was  a  sort  of  lien,  gentiemen 
said,  that  would  put  ns  in  a  state  a(  hostility 
with  regard'tfl  France,  and  amity  with  regard 
to  England.  We  refbsed  to  give  onr  bond,  for 
snob  it  was  represented  {however  nqjustly)  to 
be,  to  be  sure,  sir  ;  but  we  have  paid  the  mo- 
ney. We  have  done  the  very  thing  which  gen^ 
tiemen  say  the  note  aimed  to  induce  us  to  do. 
We  have  put  ourselvee  in  a  situation  Nidanger- 
ing  oollision  with  France,  and  almost  insuring 
amity  with  England.  We  have  destroyed  the 
old  non-importation  act  The  non-intercourse 
act  ia  suspended  aa  to  her.  Trade  is  again  l^ee. 
There  is  nothing  now  to  prohibit  her  shipa, 
whether  for  commerce  or  war,  fivm  coming  into 
our  waters,  whilst  onr  trade  with  France  is 
completely  cnt  off,  and  h«r  ships  excluded  ttota 
our  waters.  I  oannot  tio  often  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Honse  to  this  fiwt,  on  which  I  am 
compelled  to  dwell  and  dilate  to  get  rid  of  this 
merciless  motion,  which  kills  while  it  profesaea 
to  cure.  When  Mr.  Boae  came  into  this  conu- 
try,  French  ships  of  war  were  freely  admitted ; 
English  ships  were  exolnded. 
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Ab  "  the  phTrioiftn,  in  ipito  of  hlmseU;"  nja 
in  one  of  Moliere'a  best  oomediee,  en  a  ehangi 
tout  MJ»— the  thing  is  whollj  reverMd.  We 
ftre  likelj  to  be  on  good  terms  with  England, 
mangre  the  best  ezeitioiu  of  m>iD0  of  our  poli- 
tldans.  Trade  vith  Great  Britain  ia  nnehaok- 
,eled,  her  ihipH  are  admitted,  trade  vithEVanoe 
ia  forbidden ;  and  French  ships  eidndad,  us  far 
aa  It  Dan  be  done  b;  paper.  Now,  in  the  name 
of  eommon  seoee,  what  more  cooldMr.  Oaunlng 
himself  want,  than  to  prodaoe  this  yery  atrik- 
ing  and  sodden  change  in  the  reU^os  between 
the  two  ooantrieet  For  a  long  time  pravions, 
it  was  the  ship*  of  Eii^and  that  w«re  eioloded, 
.  while  ti)oae  of  ber  adTeTsaries  were  admitted. 
And  we  know  that  we  eonld  not  hare  tonohed 
her  in  a  more  Jealons  point  than  in  her  navy. 
Things  are  now  revereed — we  have  dexteronsly 
■boffied  the  non-importation  sot  oQt  of  the 
pack,  renewed  trade  with  ber,  admitted  her 
ahSps,  and  excluded  those  of  France.  And 
what,  I  Bsk  this  Honse,  haa  the  Britiah  Minister 
given  ns  in  requital  fbr  this  ohfinge  of  onr  po«- 
tion  in  relation  to  bim  and  his  rival  belligerent! 
The  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Conncil— this  is 
tbe  mighty  boon.  For,  with  respect  to  bia 
offer  in  relation  to  aatis&otion  for  the  attack  on 
tbe  Chesapeake,  he  made  that  offer  to  Mr.  Uon- 
ro«  apontaneoQsly,  on  the  spnr  of  (he  oooa^on, 
and  there  is  not  a  donbt  in  my  mind  bnt  that 
we  bad  nothing  to  do  bnt  to  receive  it  at  that 
time,  providea  the  imtractions  of  onr  Uinia- 
ter  had  permitted  bim  to  receive  it ;  btit,  per^ 
obonoe,  sir,  If  he  had  received  it,  we  might  have 
been  at  this  day  diecnesing  hie  meesase,  and  not 
tbe  message  of  another  President.  All  that  Mr. 
Canning  has  given  this  coantry  is  a  reiteration 
of  his  offer  to  make  reparation  for  the  affair  of 
the  Ghesapeafce,  and  his  withdrawal  of  the  Or- 
deis  in  Conncil ;  and  to  what  did  they  amonnt  7 
So  soon  as  jon,  by  yonr  own  law,  cut  off  yonr 
trade  with  France,  he  agreeeto  revoke  the  orders 
interfering  with  it  Mr.  Cannine  might  as  well 
have  withdrawn  blank  paper.  They  bad  noth- 
ing left  to  operate  npon.  The  body- upon  whieb 
they  ware  to  operat*  was  destroyed  by  onr  own 
act,  to  wit,  the  trade  of  France,  And,  sir,  while 
I  compliment  the  present  state  of  thiof^  and 
the  conduct  on  tbe  part  of  onr  Ouvemment 
which  has  led  to  it,  I  cannot  saj  that  we  have 
^reatlr  overreached  Mr.  Canning  in  this  bargain, 
m  making  an  exchange  of  the  old  non-importa- 
tion act  witii  the  admiaaion  of  English,  and  ex- 
dauon  of  Frenoh  ships  and  trade,  for  the  Or- 
ders in  OonncfL  Mr.  Oanning  obtained  as  good 
ftbargftinont  of  ns  as  he  oonld  have  expected  to 
obtain ;  and  those  gentlemen  who  speak  of  his 
having  hwetotov  had  it  in  his  power  to  have 
done  the  aame,  did  not  take  into  oalcnlation  the 
material  difi^reooe  between  the  sitnation  in 
which  we  now  stand,  and  the  aitnadon  in  which 
we  h«fore  stood — to  say  nothing  at  all  of  Great 
Britain's  baTing  token  a  staiKl  against  the  em- 
bargo, having  declared  that  she  had  nothing  to 
oa^r  in  exchattee  for  it  %  that  we  might  keep  it 
as  long  as  we  pleased.    If  she  bad  a«oepted  onr 


offer,  as  I  before  stated,  tbeddnon-importuica 
law  woold  have  been  in  operation,  her  shipt  cf 
war  wonld  have  4*eea  exdnded,  whiigt  those  of 
France  were  sdmitted.  Now,  tbe  non-impu- 
tation act  is  not  in  foroe.harsbipaanparmjtttd 
to  enter  OUT  waterii,  and  thoae  of  France  exetnd- 
ed.  And  what  has  this  sareaatie  IGmsttf  tf 
Great  Britain  ^ven  na  in  ezduuge  I  Tbe  Or- 
ders in  Gonneil,  which  had  MHnpletaly  ec  ' 
to  operate  by  the  catt' '  >»-■'-■ 
tween  'ns  and  France. 


speak,  as  to  argomeot ;  fiw,  a 
tweea  notiona,  there  is  no  Meodd^  in  tnds. 
We  ongfat  to  get  tJM  best  bargain  out  of  tbea 
that  wooontd,  and  it  was  the  da^  of  their  llii- 
iater  to  get  the  beat  ont  of  n&  Let  ns  throw 
□nt  of  view  the  exclnsion  of  French  ahips  sod 
French  commerce.  Is  the  removal  <A  the  Dm- 
importation  act,  and  the  adminim)  of  Brifob 
vemels,  notbhigt  What  hoe  Mr.  Canning  giva 
yon  in  retnm  t  The  Orders  in  Conn<S-«Dd 
what  were  they  worth  to  bim  T    Not  k  stnv, 

Mr,  Hoti^iKD  said  he  had  no  doabt  that  tbe 
Premdent  had  done  his  doty  in  tiie  case  refer- 
red toin  the  proposition  nnder  constderatiMi; 
and  as  ite  had  entertained  no  donbt  bat  tb« 
Prendent  wonld,  on  this  and  WTery  other  oflca- 
don,  do  bia  dnty,  he  aaid  he  felt  no  exoenn 
Joy  on  the  occasion.  It  was  only  an  ordinaiy 
act  of  dnty  well  performed,  and  tberefiire  hs 
was  not  willing  to  diatingnish  it  &om  tboH  ns- 
merons  acts  which  he  trusted  wonld  be,  as  tix} 
had  heretofore  been  performed,  by  the  Eieeo- 
tive.  Were  he  tbe  aolbor  of  the  [wvpo^tioD, 
he  shontd  have  many  scmples  as  to  the  {n^nw- 
ty  of  offering  snob  a  one.  Were  the  prcMdant 
to  be  set  hj-  tbe  passage  of  this  reeolntion,  die 
Honse  might  hereafter  witness  a  stragde  on 
the  floor  to  determine  who  shonld  be  nrat  to 
come  forward  with  a  proposition  expressive  of 
approbation.  The  hcman  mind  mi^t  be  n 
operated  npon  that  the  Executive  might  fed 
himself  nnder  an  obligation  to  promote  tbe  per- 
son bringing  fwward  snch  a  motion.  ■  I,  e«id 
Mr.  H.,  wonld  be  one  <^  the  last  to  introdnee 
snch  a  motion  were  I  a  Mend  to  the  Prendoit: 
and  if  I  were  not  a  tnaxi.  to  the  Pnradmt,  I 
wonld  not  bring  it  forward,  leat  it  should  Dt 
thoQght  that  I  was  courting  favor  in  his  ^» 
But  why,  rir,  sbonld  this  Hottse  give  an  ex[ms- 
sioD  of  approbation  of  the  President  t  Becane^ 
we  are  told,  it  may  be  a  guide  to  him  beresflar. 
Let  this  Honse  be  carefiJ  how  tt  acts,  asd  »l- 
tend  to  its  own  dutiee.  The  Prendent  does  kA 
stand  in  need  of  this  kind  of  support.  I  nenr 
will  step  forward  as  a  member  of  this  Eonee,  le 
excite  bim  to  his  dnty  by  a  vote  of  this  kind.  I 
believe  he  poesesaee  an  attachment  to  his  dn^ 
sufficient  to  induce  him  to  perform  it.  I  brieve 
that  tbe  voice  of  thepeopleof  the  United Statts 
is  such,  in  relation  to  the  present  and  late  Pres- 
ident, that  they  believe  they  were  well  disposed 
to  do  their  duty,  and  that  they  have  done  their 
duty ;  but  it  does  not  follow  that  we  oi^t  lo 
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«ipre«8  onr  approbation  u  to  any  particular  aot 
negeDUeman  himself  bats  that  the  Freeident 
tiH  ODlf  done  his  duty,  b  it  not  sarprising, 
Qten,  that  ire  are  called  npon  to  give  him  the 
■fprobation  of  this  Hoose !  What  woold  be 
iakmi  from  this  procedare !  Why,  that  it  ia 
K  aeldotD  oDr  Fresidenta  have  done  their  dnty, 
thit,  in  the  very  first  instance  in  which  they 
biie  done  it,  the  Honse  of  Bepreseutatives  hod 
diKovered  and  applaodod  it.  If  the  genflenum 
tlduki  go,  I  wholly  disagree  with  him.    If  our 


priatj  of  angling  oat  for  approbation  or  disap- 
probatioD  thia  partionlar  act  t  I  see  none.  It 
u  taked,  will  yon  leave  the  Presdent  of  the 
United  ^tea  to  grope  in  the  dark,  and  not  let 
Um  know  whether  he  baa  reoeivea  our  appro- 
iMlioa  or  not !  And  is  the  Presdent  to  judge 
torn  the  thanks  of  the  Honae  that  he  has  done 
hit  dntyf  How  is  he  to  Icnow  that  they  have 
ei^rtsMd  their  aense  of  hia  conduct  from  proper 
motiveat  Wotdd  he  not  b»  right  to  saspect 
tlioM  who  vol«  for,  and  more  especially  thoaa 
irbo  bring  forward  anch  a  propomtion,  of  im- 
proper motives  9  He  would  be  left  still  worse 
'  U  grope  in  the  dark.  It  has  been  said  that 
Ktmer  Freeideats  have  been  deceived  in  conse- 
qiHDce  of  votes  of  iqiprobation ;  and  tbe  samo 
would  again  ocoar.  On  every  gronnd  I  am  op- 
posed 10  tlie  ptta«iig  such  resolutions  on  princi- 
ple and  iludl  therefore  vote  for  indefinite  poet- 
poBement.    It  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

B&TiTBDAy,  May  2Y. 
Sedition  Law. 
Vt.  SuavoKD  aaxd  fae  had  risen  to  ofibr  a 
naobttion,  which  be  want«d  to  have  offered 
immediately  after  that  which  had  been  offered 
by  tb«  gentleman  from  Viivinio,  (Ur.  Bur- 
Doun,)  and  adopted  by  the  Honse,  on  the  sab- 
jtct  cf  ptMecntiona  for  libel  at  common  law; 
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Mt  not  being  alile  to  get  the  floor,  he  would 
DOW  b^  leav«  to  move  his  by  way  of  instmo- 
(ioo  lo  the  same  committee.  That  committee, 
Mr.  S.  said,  had  b««n  charged  with  an  inquiry 
into  vhat  proeecntiona  for  libel  at  common  law 
liid  been  iuatJtuted  in  th«  courts  of  the  United 
StUe^  which  he  hoped  the  committee  would 
ivij  make,  and  lay  before  the  Eouae.  Thna 
the  Hoose  wonld  see  what  Bystem  of  persecu- 
tion, if  aoy,  had  been  resorted  to,  and  cherisked 
"bj  the  lat«  AdminiHtration  or  its  friends,  in  any 
ftrt  of  the  TTaited  States ;  and  he  equally  hoped 
raiM  remedy  might  be  devised  at  this  time,  tbe 
IXpiuUng  of  a  new  Administration,  to  obviate 
v;  Uke  occnrrence  in  fntnre.  But,  sud  Ur.  B., 
kt  it  not  be  that  any  thing  be  done  partially. 
TUle  we  are  about  to  bring  to  our  view  all  the 
Mm  of  proaecntion  for  libel  under  the  com- 
iBon  law,  we  are  not  likelv  to  know  any  thing 
ibnat  proMOutiona  for  libel  which  bad  ooonrrea 
nider  the  sedition  law,  and  that  too  under  a 
different  Administration.  We  have  not  anthor- 
ued  any  sncb  inquiry.    Ihat  abosra  have  oc- 


curred under  hotli,  is  bnt  too  probable,  and  I 
think  it  will  be  liberal,  as  it  is  Jnat  and  fair,  to 
make  the  inquiry  more  general  on  the  snbieot 
If  any  citizen  has  been  oppressed  or  ii^itired  by 
such  proeeoutiODS,  let  it  be  known,  and  let  jus- 
tice be  done  him ;  even  now,  if  with  propriety 
any  way  can  be  devised  to  do  so.  Inquiry, 
however,  is  all  that  is  asked  for  the  present 

It  may  be  perceived,  said  Mr.  S.,  and  if  not,  I 
wisl]  it  shonld  be  understood  when  I  speak  of  Jus- 
tice being  done,  that  I  speak  w[th  rather  peculiar 
reference  to  a  gentleman  of  this  House,  who 
has  been  a  principal  sufferer  under  the  well- 
known  sedition  law.  I  thbk  it  never  loo  lata 
to  do  justice,  under  whatever  circumstancea  or 
motives  of  policy  it  may  have  been  withheld  for 
a  time.  I  trust  no  geniJemaa  will,  upon  this 
occadon,  anspect  me  of  a  design  to  excite  any 
party  feelings.  It  certainly  is  not  my  wish, 
whatever  may  be  the  effect  The  resolntfon  I 
am  about  to  offer  is  not  so  fVamed,  nor  would 
it  necessarily  involve  the  question  oftheoon- 
sdtutionality  of  the  law.  I  feel  persuaded, 
therefore,  that  the  different  gentlemen  of  the 
House  may,  from  a  spirit  of  liberalitv  and  ^r 
oonceesion,  indulge  tbe  Inquiry  asked  for. 

Bnt,  sir,  said  he,  since  the  other  inquiry  has 
been  gone  into,  it  cannot  be  nnfitir  to  aay  that 
the  majority  of  tbe  House  owe  it  to  themselves 
to  extend  the  inquiry,  as  well  to  cases  of  proee- 
cution  under  the  sedition  law,  as  to  those  nnder 
the  common  law  ;  and  I  shall  be  permitted  to 
say  also,  they  owe  it  aa  well  to  the  feelings 
aad  Bufferings  of  the  gentleman  to  whom  I 
have  alluded.  Whatever  may  be  the  an>eet  of 
politioal  opinions  and  parties  now,  it  is  known 
to  vou,  ur,  and  a  few  others  on  this  fioor,  that 
to  nim  much  is  dne  for  the  present  ascendency 
of  the  m^ority  ;  i>erh^)s  to  no  one  more,  to 
the  extent  of  his  sphere  of  action  and  influence. 
In  the  fomons  contested  election  for  President 
in  tbiB  House,  eight  or  nine  years  ago,  he  gave 
the  vote  of  a  State,  which  sufficed  to  decide  the 
contest  1  and  more  especially  si^  if  tbe  blank 
votes  of  the  State  of  Maryland  could  have  ren- 
dered that  vote  doubtful.  But,  however  such 
considerations  may  or  may  not  avail,  nothing  is 
more  clear  to  me  than  that  the  inqniry  should 
be  indnlged  on  the  most  liberal  principles. 

JUialvtd,  That  the  committee,  ippetnted  to  inqnii* 
into  what  proHCotiDiu  tor  libaU  at  common  law  bava 
been  itutitDted  before  the  eonrti  of  the  United  State^ 
be  icitmctal  to  inqoin  what  proaecntioDi  for  Ubeli 
have  been  IniUtnled  before  the  conrti  of  tht  UDited 
State*  nDder  the  Second  WCtian  of  the  act  entitled 
"  Ad  act  in  addition  to  an  ut,  entitled  '  An  act  (or 
the  pauishment  of  certain  cnmei  axtinat  tbe  Unitad 
StBtei,*''P"^''>*  lith  day  of  July,  1798,  and  the 
expediency  oT  remaneialii^  the  loffiwer*  under  ench 
preseonUoiu.  . 

Mr.  Sawtsb  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  adding,  at  the  end  of  it,  tite  words  "and 
that  the  committee  also  inquire  whether  any 
and  what  pivate  oompeneatioQ  has  been  made 
to  sncb  snffering  persons." 

Mr,  Macox  said  he  did  not  know  how  tbe 
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committee  could  go  nbout  to  iiiiLkii  sucL  an  iu- 
qniryas  that  contemplateil  b;  tbe  BmenUnient. 
The  gentleman  most  b«  welt  satisfied  that  the 
Govemmeut  coold  nut  rightfnllj  iDqaire  into 
tranaoctioiui  between  individnalB. 

Mr.  Dasa  swd  that  he  hod  no  particnlar  ob- 
jection to  meet  this  inqoiry.  As  to  the  discloa- 
nre  of  facts  aa  to  thereimboreementby  individ- 
nsl  contribution,  it  might  be  amosicg,  if  this 
House  had  aothoritf  to  make  it.  He  a^d  be 
eboold  like  to  know  who  contributed  to  the  re- 
lief of  James  Thompson  Callender,  when  he  was 
prosecated ;  bnt  he  had  some  doqbt  whether  it 
was  proper  to  enter  into  aaj  inqnu^  or  whether 
it  was  proper  to  pass  the  reaolntion  pointing  to 
the  remuneration  of  sofferers  under  the  sedition 
law.  Be  should  have  supposed  tbat  it  might  be 
proper  to  leave  it  at  large  for  the  committee  to 
report  He  said  be  hod  certatnlj  no  objection 
to  inqaire,  though  he  conceived  that  prosecn- 
tiona  at  common  law  and  under  the  sedition  law 
were  essentially  different ;  becaose,  supposing 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  pass  such 
a  law,  the  courts  of  the  United  States  might 
take  cognizance  of  it ;  bnt,  withoat  sncb  a  law, 
it  did  not  belong  to  the  judiciary  to  extend  its 
care  to  the  protection  of  the  GoTernment  from 
slander.  Such  was  thedecialon  of  Jadge  Chase, 
(said  Mr.  D.,)  who  decided  that  the  coart  had 
no  inrisdictioQ  at  common  law  in  suits  for  libel  j 
and  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
sever  did  decide  the  question.  The  strong 
contrast  is  this :  that  whUe  there  was  a  descrip- 
tion of  men  who  smd  tiiat  no  prosecution  coujd 
be  bad  at  common  law  for  libel,  nor  under  the 
statute  which  modified  the  common  law  so  as 
to  allow  the  tratb  to  be  given  in  evidence — who, 
while  thej  excited  indignation  against  this 
statute,  shonld  afterwards  undertake  to  insti- 
tute prosecutions  at  common  law  where  there 
was  DO  limitation  in  favor  of  the  defendant. 
There  is  this  difference  in  the  cases:  that  we 
find  practice  precisely  different  from  professions, 
I  do  not  say  that  the  beads  of  departments  were 
instrumental  in  instituting  these  prosecutions ; 
but  it  marks  soine  of  the  subordinate  men  who 
were  active  in  making  professions,  I  am  very 
willing  that  the  prop(»ed  inquiry  shonld  be 
made;  but  I  cannot  see  the  propriety  of  oar 
undertaking  to  give  any  opinion  as  to  remuner- 
ating those  who  suffered. 

Sir.  Stanfokd  said :— Mr.  Speaker,  I  would 
ask  if  ray  colleague's  motion  of  amendment  can 
be  in  order )  It  is  no  concern  of  this  House, 
or  of  the  Government,  what  private  contribu- 
tions may  have  been  made  to  the  gentleman 
from  EentucW  j  and,  if  it  was,  the  inquiry  is 
impossible.  [The  Spbakib  sud,  not  being  able 
to  enter  into  the  views  of  the  mover  of  the 
amendment,  he  oon^dered  the  motion  in  order.] 
Then,  said  Mr.  S.,  if  my  colleague  is  anxious 
to  know  what  he  conld  not  otherwise  know,  I 
will  tell  him  I  had  contributed  a  small  sam  to 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  as  a  sufferer  in 
what  was  then  considered  a  common  cause ; 
but,  upon  bis  return  to  his  seat  in  the  Uonae, 


lie  could  not  brook  the  idea  of  such  a  contri- 
bution, and  returned  the  amount  to  mnetf  I 
know,  and  to  otbers  I  believe.  My  coHragiia 
would  do  well  to  teH  ua  how  much  be  contrib- 
uted. It  was  well  known  eouttibutiona  were 
made  in  a  quarter  not  tax  Tram  him ;  and  if  he 
did  not,  I  am  well  persoaded  it  vas  uot  lor  tbB 
want  of  sympathy  on  his  part,  or  eitrem*  tul 
in  the  democratic  cause ;  for  I  am  confident  I 
have  seen  as  much  or  more  seditious  mstter 
from  under  his  pen,  tban  I  ever  saw  from  nDder 
that  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  Ba 
that,  however,  as  it  mar,  I  am  for  one  wilfiiig, 
if  no  constitutional  dimculty  can  he  Bhown,  to 
remunerate  the  suflbrers — at  least  to  take  radi 
money  out  of  the  treasury,  and  restore  it  to  ita 
original,  rightful  owners ;  and  if  it  caoDol  ba 
consistently  done,  why  the  inquiry  can  do  n» 
harm.  But,  indeed,  we  have  great  exsmpln 
in  the  case  before  us.  Did  not  the  late  Fresi-  I 
dent,  wlien  he  come  into  place,  refnse  tc  let 
such  money  come  into  the  treasury  in  the  mm 
of  the  worthless  Callender  ?  As  the  pn^  m- 
thority,  he  thrust  it  from  him  as  unworthy  ths 
coffers  of  bis  country ;  and  did  not  bis  doing  n 
meet  general  approbation  ?  I  confess  it  met 
mine  most  cor£ally,  and  I  believe  it  did  thit 
of  mj  colleague  also.  Have  we  not,  morBorer, 
the  best  recorded  proof  that  the  present  Presi- 
dent holds  mmilar  opinions  on  this  snlgwtT 
His  splendid  oppodtion  to  the  sedition  Is^  is 
the  proof  to  which  I  allude,  and  is,  in  my  mind, 
conclusive  on  this  subject.  But  if  it  were  not, 
where  is  the  impropriety  of  an  inquiry  f  The 
House  will  be  better  able  to  decide  when  tbe 
whole  matter  shall  come  f^lj  before  them. 

Mr.  Qmnoi  said  this  appeared  to  be  a  prc^ 
sition  to  aid  a  single  individual  j  and,b;\''* 
amendment,  gentlemen  who  had  aided  that  in- 
dividual were  anxious  to  prevent  hhn  from  pin- 
ing more  than  be  had  paid.  It  was  a  kina  of 
application  to  the  House  to  repay  to  those  pef- 
Bona  who  relieved  the  sufferers  under  the  sedi- 
tion act,  the  sums  which  they  had  paid.  U 
this  were  the  oljject,  Mr.  Q.  suggested  ffhettar 
it  woold  not  be  proper  for  them  to  come  6^ 
ward  and  lay  their  claim  in  the  ordinary  fbnn 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  Sawtsb  said  Jie  was,  as  be  ti^tp  Iw 
been,  wiHiog  to  contribute  his  mite  to  the  re- 
lief of  the  sufferers ;  but  he  did  not  wish  to 
see  them  remunerated  from  the  public  tieasniy. 

Mr.  Ltow. — I  have  for  some  time  been  in 
suspense  whether  I  ought,  or  ought  not  to  make  . 
any  observations  on  the  subject  before  the 
House;  delicacy  on  the  one  hand  bids  me  be 
silent,  while  a  dnty  I  owe  to  myael^  to  my  to- 
ily,  and  to  the  nation,  requires  (that  since  wj 
particular  case  baa  been  alluded  to)  the  mecn- 
bers  of  this  House  and  the  public  should  be 
made  acquunted  with  many  of  the  drcnm- 
stances  of  that  case,  which  have  either  never 
come  to  their  knowledge,  or  have  long  be«di 
buried  up  among  the  consumed  heap  of  p<diti- 
cal  occurrences,  disputatious  and  publications 
of  these  days.    Besides,  «r,  E  have  it  is  my 
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power  to  llirow  mach  light  on  the  Bubject  of 
the  inqBiry  wished  for,  bj  the  seiitlemtui  from 
Korth  Cuoliaa,  QSt.  8i.wter,  j  who  has  pro- 
poMd  the  lUDeadmeDt  under  consderotion,  and 
I  irill  ftssnre  the  gentleman  that  1  aball  not  be 
backward  in  doing  so.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  I 
wtt  myiutlj  condemned  to  pay  a  fine  of  one 
tbOBsand  dollars  and  to  suffer  an  igaominiouB 
mprisonment  of  four  months  in  a  loathsome 
daogeau — the  common  receptacle  of  felons, 
runaway  negroes,  or  tb«  vilest  malefactors — 
tod  this  when  I  was  the  Representative  of  the 
people  of  Vermont  in  this  Eonse  of  Oongress, 
It  cannot  be  said  there  was  no  otlier  room  in 
the  prison,  there  were  rooms  enough ;  yes,  sir, 
one  of  my  Jadgee  during  my  imprisonment, 
foiuid  another  room  in  the  same  Jail  to  he  im- 
priaoned  for  debt  in,  until  he  ^ve  bonds  for 
the  liberty  of  the  yard.  To  heighten  the  pio- 
tore  eilubitad  by  official  tyranny,  and  to  add 
to  the  crael  rezation  of  this  transsction,  I  was 
carried  ont  of  the  oomity  in  which  I  lived,  fifty 
mile*  from  my  laraily,  kept  six  weeks  without 
flw  in  the  montha  of  October  and  November, 
neariy  the  whole  of  which  time  the  northwest 
wind  had  free  admittance  into  the  dnngeon, 
Ihroogh  the  same  aperture  that  admitted  the 
light  of  heaven  into  that  dreary  celL  And  let 
it  be  asked,  in  these  days  of  the  mild  reign  of 
iqiabiicanism,  for  what  crime  was  all  this  ex- 
traordinary, tiiia  ignomiaiooa  pimishment  in- 
flicted} 

J  bold  a  copy  of  the  indictment  in  my  hand, 
which  includes  the  charge  agwnat  me.  I  will 
not  tmahle  the  House  with  a  recital  of  the  teoh- 
nicil  jargon  and  tedious  repetition  of  words,  of 
coarse,  which  constitate  the  balk  of  snoh  in- 
Birnmentfl.  No,  sir,  but  I  will  read  the  identi- 
cal words  of  the  charge,  which  sajs,  that  on 
the  20th  of  Jane,  1768,  Matthew  Lyon  wrote  a 
letter  to  Alden  Bpooner  of  Windsor,  Vermont, 
hi  Tf hieh  he  said,  "  as  to  the  Eiecntive,  when 
I  thin  see  the  efforts  of  that  power  bent  on  the 
promotion  of  the  comfort,  lie  happiness,  and 
iccommodatdoa  of  the  people,  that  Execative 
■hill  have  my  lealons  and  nnifonn  support. 
Bnt  whenever  I  shall,  on  the  part  of  the  Eiec- 
ntive, see  every  consideration  of  the  public 
relAre  swallowed  np  in  a  contiimal  grasp  for 
power,  in  an  unbounded  thirst  for  ridiculous 
pou^  foolish  adulation,  and  selfish  avarioe~- 
Then  1  shall  behold  men  of  real  merit  daily 
turned  ont  of  office  for  no  other  cause  hut  Inde- 
pendence of  sentiment — when  I  shall  see  men 
of  firmness,  merit,  years,  abilities,  and  ezpo- 
rimce,  discarded  in  their  application  for  offices 
for  fear  they  possess  that  independence ;  and 
men  of  meanneas  preferred  for  the  ease  with 
which  they  tsike  np  and  advocate  opinions  the 
consequence  of  which  they  know  bnt  little  of 
— *hea  I  shall  see  the  sacred  name  of  religion 
mployed  as  a  state  engine  to  make  mankind 
bate  and  persecute  one  another,  I  shall  not  be 
tiwr  hmnble  advocate." 

This  is  the  whole  of  my  crime,  and  what  do 
those  words  amonnt  to.     WLo  b  here  that 
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hears  these  words,  bat  what  approves  the  sen- 
timent they  oonttdn}  What  do  I  say  in  tliese 
words,  other,  or  more,  or  less,  than  &at  when 
the  Executive  is  doing  right,  I  will  sapport  bim 
— when  doing  wrong  J  will  not  be  his  hamble 
advocRtel  This  ought  to  be  the  creed  of  every 
meml)er  who  enters  these  walls.  "Was  there  to 
be  an  oath  or  al^uration  added  to  the  constitu- 
tional ooth  to  he  taken  bv  the  members  of  tliis 
House,  can  any  person  who  hears  me,  devise  a 
better,  or  one  more  proper!  Coold  any  per- 
son who  really  thought  Mr.  Adams  qnite  clear 
from  all  those  improprieties,  ss  merely  possible 
from  the  nature  of  man,  mentioned  in  my  let- 
ter, have  thought  of  my  libelling  the  Preudent 
by  this  declaration !  1  presume  not,  sir.  Yet 
this,  my  crime,  received  one  of  the  condemna- 
tions which  yon  are  called  upon  by  this  motion 
to  constitute  an  inauiry  into— an  inquiry  J  can- 
not persuade  myself  will  be  refused.  The  let- 
ter, sir,  was  an  answer  to  a  violent  invective 
Bgtunst  me,  published  in  the  same  paper  a  short 
time  before,  in  which  besides  a  number  of  other 
charges  against  me,  it  was  imputed  to  me  as  a 
crime  that  I  acted  in  opposition  to  the  Executive. 
I  did  not  bemn  the  altercation.  A  person 
who  was  a  friend  to  the  Adams  Administration, 
in  the  act  of  liiielling  me,  (one  of  the  constituted 
autljorities,)  nshered  the  Eiecntive  into  his 
performance.  My  character,  ever  dearer  to  roe 
than  life,  was  concerned.  I  dei^ed  to  answer 
him,  after  expostntating  with  him  on  my  right 
as  one  of  the  constitnt«d  authorities  of  the  na- 
tion  to  exercise  my  own  judgment  in  my  official 
conduct,  and  showing  that  my  merely  differing 
with  the  Executive  proved  no  more  than  that 
the  Executive  differed  with  me.  I  incidentally 
proceeded  in  the  words  for  which  I  was  indict- 
ed, the  very  words  I  just  now  read.  I  was 
charged  with  neither  more  nor  less  as  coming 
from  my  pen.  As  if  to  outrage  every  princi- 
ple of  law  and  every  sentiment  of  decency  and 
propriet)-,  this  indictment,  founded  on  the  se- 
dition law  passed  on  the  14th  day  of  July,  1798, 
charges  me  with  having  in  Philadelphia  on  the 
30th  of  June  prior,  written  a  letter  to  Alden 
Spooner  of  Vermont,  which  contained  those 
words  I  have  been  reciting.  Hy  letter  was 
produced  in  court  and  carried  the  Philadelphia 
post-mark  of  some  day  in  the  same  June,  I  do 
not  recollact  wbich  dayj  Judge  Patterson  him- 
self admitted  this  (act,  mid  ^at  it  was  ont  of 
my  power  and  control  in  the  June  before  the 
sedition  law  was  passed.  Thus  the  indictment, 
which  was  the  foondation  of  the  barhorons 
treatment  I  received,  carried  on  its  front  its 
own  condemnation ;  bat  this  defect  was  reme- 
died by  the  ingenuity  of  the  party  judge,  who 
deiteroualy  mingled  his  assertions  that  the 
crime  was  cognizable  under  the  common  law, 
with  his  admonitions  to  a  pliant  jury  not  to  be 
deterred  from  finding  a  verdict  where  the  man 
who  wrote  was  a  member  of  Congress,  and . 
knew  the  sedition  law  was  about  to  be  passed, 
and  probably  hurried  bis  letter  to  evade  the 
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It  mar  be  said,  air,  that  I  was  obarsed  ia  tbe 
indictment  with  pnblishiag  b  cop7  of  a  letter, 
^m  an  American  diplomatic  chanuster  in 
Frsaoe,  to  a  member  of  Congress,  oommooly 
called  the  Barlow  letter.  I  was  so,  and  there 
was  a  third  count  ia  the  indictment  for  ^ding 
and  abetting'ia  the  publication  of  sud  letter. 
The  'words  selected  ae  aeditjons  were  as  follow : 
"  The  misanderstandiDg  between  the  two  gov- 
enunents  has  become  extremelj  alarming :  cou' 
fldenceis  completelj  destroyed ;  mistrast,  Jeal- 
onB7,  and  a  wrong  attribation  of  motive),  are 
BO  apparent  as  to  reqoire  the  ntmost  cantion  in 
erary  word  and  action  that  are  to  come  from 
yonr  Eiecntlre ;  I  mean  if  jaxa  object  is  to 
avoid  hostilities.  Had  this  truth  been  nnder- 
stood  with  jon  before  the  recall  of  Monroe, 
before  tbe  coming  and  the  second  coming  of 
Pinkney,  had  it  guided  the  pens  that  wrot«  the 
boUfing  speech  of  your  President,  and  tbe  stu- 

fid  answer  of  yonr  Senate,  in  November  last, 
shonld  probably  have  had  no  oecaaion  to  ad- 
dress yon  this  letter ;  but  when  we  fbond  him 
borrowing  the  langnage  of  Edmnnd  Bm'ke,  and 
telling  the  world  that  althongh  he  should  snc- 
c«ed  in  treating  with  the  French,  there  was  no 
dependence  to  be  placed  on  their  engagements; 
that  their  religion  or  morality  was  at  an  end, 
and  they  had  tnrued  pirates  and  plunderers ; 
and  it  would  be  necessarv  to  be  perpetually 
armed  against  them,  thoogh  yon  were  at  peace, 
we  wondered  that  the  answer  of  both  Honsee 
had  not  been  an  order  to  send  him  to  a  mad- 
hoQse  I  Instead  of  this,  tlie  Senate  have  echoed 
his  speech  with  more  serrility  than  ever  Q«orKe 
the  Third  experienced  fVom  either  honse  of 
Parliament",  No  proof  appeared  on  the  trial 
of  my  printing,  or  aiding  or  abettingin  printing, 
or  ciroolating  a  printed  copy  of  this  famous 
letter,  I  h»d  read  the  copy  of  tbe  letter  in 
company,  bat  tbe  advooatea  of  the  sedition  law 
wonld  never  admit  that  snch  reading  was  pnn- 
iahable  by  that  law.  The  printer  who  printed 
the  letter,  swore  that  he  had  been  anxious  to 
get  the  letter  &om  me,  and  that  I  hod  revised 
to  suffer  it  to  be  printed,  and  repelled  every 
attempt  to  perauade  me  to  the  printing;  that 
lie  had  obtained  the  copy  of  tbe  letter  in  my 
abaence.  The  &ct  waa,  that  my  wife  was  per- 
snaded  by  a  gentleman  who  is  now  a  member 
of  this  Uonae,  that  the  Repahlican  cause  and 
my  election  (which  was  pending)  wonld  be  in- 
jured if  the  letter  was  not  published ;  and,  as  I 
onderetood,  she  gave  it  to  him,  the  letter  was 
printed,  and  that  gentleman  had  some  of  tbe 
copies  before  I  came  home.  I  suppressed  the 
remainder  of  the  editk>n.  The  Judge,  finding 
no  proof  to  support  this  part  A  the  charge, 
directed  tbe  jury  to  find  a  verdict  of  gnilty 
generally,  as  there  could  be  no  donbt  of  my  be- 
ing guilty  on  the  first  count  I  hod  acknowl- 
edged my  having  written  the  letter  to  Alden 
Spooner.  They  did  so.  I  will  not  detua  the 
House  by  going  into  a  detail  of  the  manner  In 
which  that Jory  was  packed.  After  all  tbe  oare 
and  management  in  the  original  selection,  there 


was  one  man  on  it  whose  honesty  my  pereetuton 
fear«d ;  and,  to  get  him  oS,  a  wretch  fsMy 
swore  that  the  summoned  juryman  hsd  ei^aeM' 
ed  to  him  smnething  like  an  (pinion  that  I  ondd 
not  be  found  guilty.  I  will  not  here  dwell  opon 
the  judge's  denial  to  me  of  a  ohalleuge  upon  tht 
jury— «e  great  a  crime  as  any  Jndge  Ghise  vu 
chaised  with.  I  look  for  an  inveetigitian  of 
this  bnnness  when  all  the  features  of  it  shall 
come  fair)]'  to  public  view.  Shonld  tiiat  inves- 
tigation be  refnsed  at  this  time,  1  shall  not  fnl 
to  look  for  it  at  some  future  time.  I  can  Dsvet 
forgive  the  ui^ust  stigma  that  has-been  placed 
on  my.  character ;  and  should  justice  be  rrfued 
me  during  my  whole  life,  I  will  leave  it  with 
my  children  and  theiiato  seek  it  When  my 
enemies  wounded  my  feelings,  robbed  me  of  my 
property,  and  affected  temporarily  my  repota- 
don,  I  consoled  myself  that  my  Mei^  would 
soon  be  in  power,  and  they  would  make  every 
thing  right.  Hy  wounded  honor  would  becoD- 
soled ;  ^e  wound  wonld  be  healed—*  share  tt 


have  I  been  thus  fiir  disappointed !  Genenm 
man,  at  tbe  time  I  suffered,  said  it  is  enough  for 
^on  to  bear  the  mortification  of  the  temponry 
insult — we  will  share  with  yon  the  Iom  of  prop- 
erty. Under  this  imprea^on  much  money  wu 
collected,  the  greater  part  of  which  west  to  re- 
lieve oppressed  Republican  printers — it  hs*  all 
been  charged  to  me.  I  never  asked,  nor  would 
I  have  received  a  cent  of  this  gratuity,  could  I 
have  avoided  it  withont  insulting  tbe  bensvo- 
lent  views  of  the  good  man  (Gen.  Steven 
Thompson  Mason,  deceased)  who  set  the  sub- 
scription on  foot.  That  good  man  gave  ma  a 
list  of  those  to  whom  be  con^dered  me  beholdoi, 
and  the  amount ;  while  tbe  thing  was  fresh  in 
every  one's  mind  I  made  a  compliment,  which 
he  omsidered  ample,  and  more  than  ainplei  to 
every  one  of  those  on  that  list  that  was  within 
my  reach ;  to  those  few  that  remain  on  thtt  list 
nnoompensated,  I  feel  beholden  and  much  io- 
debted.  As  the  thing  has  grown  old,  and  ta  1 
have  come  in  contact  with  those  gantlemai,  I 
have  felt  myself  in  an  embarraaaed,  awkwud 
situation,  from  which  I  wished  to  be  relievedby 
being  able  to  say  tu  them,  tbe  public  have  n- 
etored  your  money — here  it  is — it  ia  yours,  not 
mine.  Judging  other  men  to  have  feeUDgs  Uks 
myself  I  am  at  a  loss  bow  to  get  rid  of  uie  ob- 
ligation I  feel,  in  any  other  way  than  tbe  rcsto- 
ration  of  their  money  when  it  comes  in  a  way 
they  cannot  refiue  it  From  this  source  mj 
aniiety  for  the  reatoration  of  the  money  muast- 
ly  taken  &om  me,  arises  more  than  any  other; 
and  on  eveiy  review  of  the  subject,  1  am  bcmd 
to  say  that  I  have  been  more  cruelly  treated  by 
the  neglect  of  a  duty  to  which  my  friends  hid 
pledged  themselves,  when  they  declared  me  in- 
nocent and  patriotic,  than  by  enemies  who 
thought  ma  gnilty,  and  fonud  me  goading  them 
in  their  progress  toward  the  dastructiou  of  tbe 
liberty  and  repnblicanism  of  this  country.  As 
-' "-  moke  their  cruelty  more  insupportable,  in- 
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tott  is  added  to  th«  iqJDiy,  br  iaHj  iosinnatioiu 
tbit  I  un  boDnd  b;  gratitade  to  OasiA  hj  tboM 
vho  ctQ  tbemselTee  Bepoblicanii,  in  all  their 
pnijicti,  ri^t  or  wrong.  Before  I  was  elected 
I  member  of  Ooagnm  from  tbe  State  of  Ken- 
Coekf,  1  MDt  to  A  member  of  this  House,  wbo 
hid  preaned  me  to  bring  It  forward,  a  petition 
to  be  laid  befoFB  the  House  of  BepmentatiTee 
fbrndnn  m  tiiia  eaae.  He  returned  tbe  peti- 
licai  to  017  KID  in  a  letter,  which  I  have  in  in; 
tiud— ia  which  he  eajB,  "I  am  sorry  and 
tEhuned  that  I  have  not  presented  the  petition. 
I  htn  not  WTOt«  to  yonr  father,  and  oonGBsa  I 
■ID  aihamed  ■  pray  700,  the  fint  time  jon  write 
Id  Ctdonel  Lyon,  do  eudeaTor  to  make  an  ez- 
ciiwfor  me."  finch  I  b«liBTe  was  the  inipre»- 
BOD  d  most  of  those  I  had  acted  with  in  the 
raign  cif  terror,  aa  we  called  it ;  bnt  that  impree- 
Doahu  been  wearing  ofi^  it  aeemSj  while  my 
feeiinp  have  been  erery  day  Inoreasmg  in  thtar 


they  were  rimggliog  witi  their  ad' 
pr&enmience  tmd  power.  Happily  the  awfol 
kImob  which  aBrromided  this  eztraordiniuy 
bsrinea  has  been  broken.  I  consider  this  a 
preluda  to  inreatigation  and  a  correct  ieane ; 
ud,  let  the  ev«nt  of  tbe  vote  now  abont  to  be 
tokto  be  what  it  m^,  I  ahall  not  despair. 

1  diall  at  this  time  say  no  more  on  this  sub- 
ject tban  to  declare  I  wish  nottoliaTemy  case 


tiin  general,  to  all  who  snfiered  nnder  tbe  lash 
of  thatunconatitntional  sedition  law. 

Mr.  Sawtib'b  amendment  waa  n^aUred 
vilbtnt  a  dividon. 

Xr.fioss  rooato  propose  an otlier  amendment 
totheteaolnlioii.  Itwaaaftact,  he  raid,  well 
known  in  almost  eveiy  part  of  the  United 
Gtttes,  that  tbe  people  in  the  district  from 
vhiehliehad  jnstbeearetnmedjhadaiifibredaB 
much  in  tbe  cause  of  demooraoy  as  that  of  any 
Mber;  that  they  had  presented  as  firmabarrier 
to  Federal  oppremton,  and  perhaps  bad  aa  Just 
claims  aa  any  other  p«ople  in  the  United  States 
torGmDneration.  for  losses  in  the  canse.  It  was 
vcU  known  that  at  the  time  that  high-handed 
iMamrGS  were  taken  in  this  coontay,  an  inaor- 
netioD  had  tAken  place  in  PennaylTauitk,  oom- 
nonlf  known  by  tbe  name  of  the  Hot-water 
hmnectioD ;  tlut  it  occnrred  In  oonseqoene« 
of  the  oppresHon  of  the  law  for  the  collection 
<if  a  direct  tax.  Many  persons  wbo  bad  opposed 
tilt  lav,  under  the  idea  of  its  being  onoonstitD- 
tknd,  were  proaecnted,  pnniahed,  and  some 
cf  Ihem,  in  oonseqnenoe  d  those  prosecations 
lad  the  sentence  reanldng  from  them,  expired 
in  prison.  To  some  who  remained  after  the 
■<|>ect  of  tbe  affiirs  of  Che  conn tty  was  changed, 
■nercy  was  extended  by  the  United  States; 
W  to  those  whose  proeeontions  and  oonvio 
tiws  wa«  of  an  earlier  date,  lenity  was  not 
atended;  they  were  compelled  to  pay  thdr 
liiMs  before  they  conid  be  relieved  from  impris- 
nment.    Mr.  K.  declared  his  otject  in  ruing 
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to  be,  to  move  to  amend  the  reeolntion  in  aneh 
a  way  as  to  instmct  tbe  committee  to  ioqnire 
whe^er  any,  and  if  anr,  what  oompenaadon 
and  remtineration  shoold  b«  made  to  the  per- 
sons wbo  suffered  and  were  pnniahed  in  conse- 
quence of  an  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax 
in  the  United  Btatea. 

Hr.  Daha  eud  the  gentleman's  amendment 
contemplated  reninnerating  those  who  suffered 
by  their  opposition  to  a  statnte.  He  would 
propose  an  amendment  to  inqoire  into  the  pro- 

Eriety  of  remnneratang  those  who  bad  enffered 
y  their  snbmiasion  (not  by  their  oppoMtion)  to 
the  several  sots  respecting  tbe  embargo,  cer- 
tunly  so  mach  more  meritorioos  conduct  than 
that  of  oppoaitioD.  As  respected  the  whole  of 
this  subject,  he  said  be  was  very  free  to  declare 
that  as  regarded  those  who  had  been  prosecut- 
ed at  oonunoD  law  in  tbe  State  of  Oonneotiont, 
who  had  certainly  been  at  very  cougiderable 
expense,  their  defence  perhaps  having  cost  tbem 
several  thousand  dolors,  ;>Bt,  on  the  prindpla 
of  coreot  legialatioD,  he  bad  not  the  least  idea 
of  remnoerating  them.  Where  shall  we  stop, 
s^d  Ur.  D.,  if  we  tread  hack  on  the  steps  of 
each  otberl  We  shall  have  opportunity  enough 
for  cenanre  in  reviewing  our  oonduct  Perhaps 
it  might  be  aa  well  to  £vw  tbe  veil  of  oblivion 
over  past  transactions,  and  learn  from  experi- 
ence to  err  no  more. 

Mr.  JoHKsoH  said,  that  however  much  tbe 
act  laying  a  direct  tax-  was  disapproved,  and 
arose  from  measures  which  were  improper,  yet 
he  had  never  deemed  it  animconstitotional  law, 
as  be  had  tbe  sedition  law.  He  shoold  there- 
fore vote  Bgain^  the  amendment  and  for  the  ' 
resolntion. 

Vr.  Oabobbikr  suggested  to  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  since  he  had  brought  the 
subject  before  the  House,  the  propriety  of  going  ■ 
the  whole  length  of  his  principle.  To  my 
mind  it  is  very  dear,  aaid  he,  that  if  those  who 
oppose  tbe  law  are  to  be  remunerated,  for  what 
it  cost  them  in  consequence  of  proeecution,  70s 
must  go  only  on  the  prindple  that  the  direct 
tax  never  ought  to  have  been  laid  at  all.  If 
the  law  was  ri^t,  it  was  improper  io  oppose 
it.  If  it  was  improper,  perhaps  according  to 
modem  democracy,  it  might  oe  proper  to  op- 
pose it  by  force.  That,  to  my  mind,  is  a  very 
dangerous  doctrine  for  tegislators  to  broach; 
it  is  a  doctrine  to  which  I  myself  can  never 
agree,  for  it  is  making  GovernmeDt  a  nullity. 
llie  BU(^^ion  which  I  wish  to  m^e  is  this: 
that  if  those  men  who  snflered  in  tbe  Hot- 
water  Insurrection  are  to  he  remnuerated,  tt  is 
no  more  than  fair  that  those  should  be  remuner- 
ated who  have  qnietly  paid  this  tax.  They 
were  at  least  respectful  to  the  laws.  The  com- 
mittee therefore  ought  to  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  repaying  to  tbe  several 
contributors  in  the  various  States  the  direct 
tax,  collected  from  tbem,  nnlen  there  be  some- 
thing BO  admirable,  so  lovely,  so  worthy  of  en- 
couragement in  insurrection,  that  tliose  oon- 
cened  in  it  have  pecnliar  ddms  to  enconrage- 
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ment  bj  GoTenunent.  If  that  be  the  cue,  the 
gentleman  stopped  st  the  proper  poinL  If 
thwe  was  notiiing  in  inBQirection,  however, 
-which  the  Legbl&tnre  wonld  feel  it  proper  to 
cherish,  the  gentlemui  should  either  go  the 
vhqie  length  of  his  prindple  or  not  touch  it 
■talL 

tli.  Roee  said  he  had  not  nndertakea  to  state 
anj  princi[de  at  aU.  His  olfject  was  to  refer 
t£e  Bubject  to  a  committee  to  decide  Qpon.  He 
had  not  uid  that  he  oonsidered  the  original  res- 
olation  to  contdn  a  correct  principle ;  it  was 
a  point  left  for  the  committee  to  consider  and 
for  the  House  to  determine  on.  Bnt  if  it  was 
a  correct  principle  that  those  who  sn&ered 
onder  the  sedition  law  should  be  rumonerated, 
he  Biud  he  had  no  heaitation  in  sajing  that  his 
constitaents,  who  had  anffered  as  materially 
and  as  mnoh  as  anj  for  the  demo«raUo  interest 
in  this  coontry,  ahonld  be  placed  on  the  same 

Cond  as  those  who  were  sskitig  for  the 
at  of  the  Home  for  no  better  reason ;  and 
when  the  gentleman  calls  npon  me,  said  Mr. 
E.,  to  go  the  whde  length  of  a  principle  which 
he  states,  it  is  calling  upon  me  to  do  that  which 
is  consequent  on  a  principle  which  I  have  not 
assDmed.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  con~ 
ccives  t^at  there  is  a  difference  between  the 
cases  alluded  to  in  my  amendment  and  the  cases 
arising  nnder  the  sedition  law.  Where  is  the 
difference,  sir!  In  both  casee  tliey  were  laws 
of  the  Duitcd  States;  is  both  oases  the  Judges 
of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  were  author- 
ized to  proceed.  In  neither  of  the  cases  did 
they  decide  the  law  unconstitutional.  If,  then, 
persona  were  punished  by  the  sedition  law 
in  its  fUl  operation,  carried  into  effect  by  the 
constituted  authorities,  where,  I  ask,  is  the  dis- 
tinction between  tbat  and  any  other  law  i  To 
all  the  purposes  of  legality,  that  law  is  as  much 
legal  as  tbat  under  whiui  the  direct  tax  was 
inetitnted.  Whether  the  law  under  which  a 
direct  tax  was  collected,  was  constitutional  or 
not,  has  it  not  as  equally  received  the  disappro- 
bation of  the  Republicans  of  the  United  States 
as  the  sedition  law!  If  then  it  was  the  ob- 
ject of  the  democratic  party  to  rid  the  conn- 
try  of  such  a  law  as  much  as  of  the  sedition 
law,  I  ask  whether  those  who  sufibred  under 
each  law  have  not  equal  claims  t  There  can 
be  DO  legal  claim  upon  the  House  under  either 
law ;  hut  we  know  that  it  was  the  hardy  yeo- 
matirj  who  presented  a  firm  phalanx  to  the 
irreuatibla  torrent  of  iqjnrious  laws  of  the 
Federal  Administration,  and  who  gave  the  pres- 
ent party  the  ascendency,  and  many  of  them 
have  DO^  as  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  has 
been,  compensated  for  their  suffering  by  a  long 
continuance  in  an  honorable  and  locrative  office 
which  he  enjoys  by  the  confidence  of  his  cou' 
stituents. 

Hr.  PoTTBB  declared  himself  at  alossto  know 
whether  the  House  was  sitting  here  as  a  branch 
of  the  Le^ature  to  pass  laws,  or  as  a  body  to 
remunerate  those  concerned  in  the  violation  of 
them.    The  House  ut  here  to  make  laws  and 
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not  to  encourage  those  who  redded  them ;  but 
if  tbej  determined  to  ^ve  premiums  for  tba 
violations  of  laws,  they  had  better  depart  hoiu 

Mr.  Bhxa  wished  theHouse  toget  ridof  thii 
motion  and  the  amendment  as  speedily  a  pos- 
sible. If  the  House  were  to  go  on  aa  it  had 
conunenced  the  sesaion,  the  whole  time  of  tbe 
House  would  be  spent  about  nothing,  diacussisg 
propositions  whicn  could  not  poa^bly  jm^ucs 
good  to  the  nation.  He  therefore  moved  to 
postpone  the  whole  subject  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Maook  ssjd  he  had  been  in  hopes  wbn 
this  motion  had  been  made,  that  it  would  ba  _ 
one  of  the  happy  days  of  the  House ;  tbst  tl>« ' 
question  proposed  woold  occupy  the  whole  diy 
in  debate,  and  that  all  would  agree  in  it  at  luL 
As  to  comparing  this  case  with  that  of  the  di- 
rect tax,  it  was  notorious  that  the  discuanon  on 
the  sedition  law  and  the  pubhc  opinion  ds) 
took  a  very  different  turn  from  that  whidi  it 
took  on  any  other  law.  The  whole  discnsocm 
(s^d  Mr.  M.)  as  well  as  I  recollect,  turned  npM 
the'constitotionality  of  the  law.  Theu,if  itit 
still  believed  that  the  law  was  unconstitntionil, 
I  leave  it  to  gentlemen  to  say  whether  it  can  bo 
viewed  in  the  same  light  as  a  law,  the  constitu- 
tionality of  which  is  not  disputed.  In  the  one 
case,  trials  took  plaee  fbr speaking  and  writing; 
in  tbe  other  case  fbr  opposing  the  eiecittioii  of 
a  law.  I  wish  this  question  to  be  settled  foi 
this  reason :  In  all  ^vernments  where  liberty 
and  freedom  have  existed,  parties  also  have  bid 
eiistence.  Thinking  hon^y  produces  partia. 
That  those  gentlemen  who  were  in  power  when 
the  sedition  law  was  passed,  should  step  a  Utile 
too  far,  was  not  so  mach  to  he  wondered  ti  n 
that  those  who  come  after  them  should  do  so ; 
because  they  were  making  the  first  eip«rini«it 
of  the  instmment.  I  then  believed,  and  do  still 
believe,  that  the  law  Svaa  unccmstltutioiiaL 
Taking  up  this  question,  the  original  resolution 
of  my  coUeague  is  that  remuneration  shonU  be 
made  to  those  people  who  suffered  under  it; 
but  seeing  that  the  question  widi  respect  to  tbe 
constitutionality  of  the  law  had  always  beat 
matter  of  dispute,  it  proposes  that  a  committee 
shall  inquire  into  the  sul^oct.  The  House  t) 
no  farther  committed  by  paamng  this  resolution 
than  to  consent  to  the  inquiry  lieing  msda  I 
submit  it  to  the  candor  and  reflection  of  gM" 
tiemen  of  all  parties,  whether  this  thing,  in  t 
natJonal  point  of  view,  can  produce  any  erit- 
on  the  contrary, mayit  not  prodncegood!  AE 
that  hae  been  said  about  the  direct  tax  Iswb  em 
have  no  other  effect  than  to  draw  off  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  from  the  true  question  bdMe 
them.  The  question  on  this  law,  in  my  niiDd, 
is  a  different  one  from  any  other  law  wbieh  hw 
been  passed.  I  feel  no  he«tation  in  acbio^l- 
ed^g  that  it  is  my  opinion  that  aU  tbe  soNT- 
ers  ought  to  be. remunerated,  both  those «o 
suffered  nnder  the  sedition  law,  and  thoae  wio 
suffered  under  the  common  law.  It  is  the  bia- 
inesB  of  all  parties  to  settie  amicably  as  they 
□an  any  anlyect  of  contention  between  persons 
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of  diffenat  political  -persuasions.  If  this  firet 
raolatioD  should  be  referred  to  a  coQunittee, 
and  tbe;  report  that  the  law  was  noconstitQ- 
lioiul,  1  will  venture  to  pronounce  that  no  ma- 
ir  again  make  a  law  of  that  kind, 
sir,  the  mfferers  under  the  sedition  law  did 
fiiffer  coDtrarj  to  the  constitntion,  oneht  not 
tbeir  expcnaes  to  bd  reimbursed  t  On  the  sub- 
ject of  MmtribntioD,  I  kson  that  that  party  to 
which  I  was  attached,  did  contribute,  and  did 
consider  it  an  honorable  cause.  I  waa  willing 
(and  there  are  gentlemen  in  this  House  who 
know  it)  to  open  mj  purse  vhen  a  man  of  a 
Ter;  difierent  politick  creed  from  myseli^  Peter 
Porrapine,  was  oppressed.  I  care  not  of  vhat 
partj  a  man  be,  uiat  is  oppressed.  1  can  prove 
that  the  partj  opposed  to  nie  in  polidca  have 
atao  subscribed.  It  is  all  no  more  thaa  the 
nbMripUuns  for  printing  speeches  which  are 
occaffionally  made  in  tbe  House,  in  which  geU' 
tlenwn  of  ^1  partiea  imito.  Suppose  that  the 
wbcrie  fine  in  any  particular  case  had  been  pud 
hj  iudividoal  eubecription,  what  has  the  Gov- 
enunenttodowiththat!  Will  it  be  contended, 
becaose  an  old  soldier  who  received  a  pension 
iko  received  individual  contributions,  that  the 
pension  sbonld  be  taken  from  him,  or  that  the 
Government  is  thereby  acquitted  of  what  it 
owed  him  t  Surely  not;  the  Government  has 
ootluDg  to  do  with  transaotiona  between  indi- 
vidnals.  Am  to  the  particnlar  gentleman  brought 
into  this  discussion,  I  believe  that  every  man 
that  oontributed  any  thing  towards  paying  the 
toe  levied  on  him,  was  remnnerflted  to  his  sat- 
ia&ction.  I  have  thought  proper  to  state  these 
(frinions  of  mine,  and  to  avow  myself  in  favor 
</  irimbursing  the  sufferers.  But  before  I  sit 
down,  1  mnst  say  that  my  opinion  of  modem 
democracy  ia  vei?  different  from  that  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York.  I  consider  it  as 
aeither  leading  to  insurrectioD,  rebellion,  nor  any 
ateh  thing.  I  believe  that  the  true  principle  of 
every  modem  democrat,  is,  that  the  law  consti- 
tntkinaUy  made  is  supreme,  and  is  to  be  obeyed ; 
that  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  riots,  rebellion, 
ud  imnrrection.  I  know  very  well,  and  shall 
not  deny  it,  that  there  are  times  when  icAur- 
netiim  ia  a  holy  thing,  but  it  is  not  peculiarly 
Utribntable  to  democracy.  With  us,  election 
pUi  every  thing  to  rights ;  and  on  them  every 
man  of  pore  democratic  principles  depends.  It 
ii  dmb^nl  whether  the  question  of  Uie  consti- 
totioiiality  of  the  sedition  law  can  be  settled  in 
a  more  easy  way,  and  in  a  mode  less  lialile  to 
irritation,  than  that  proposed  by  my  colleague. 
If  the  committee  report  as  I  wish,  it  is  well;  if 
MC,  it  settles  the  question  forever;  and  it  is 
Ktrdy  desirable  that  the  question  should  be  set- 
tled. However  gentlemen  may  differ,  as  to  the 
pineiple  proposed  to  be  investigated,  they 
ai^  with  propriety  vote  for  the  inquiry,  as  it 
is  the  ordinary  coorae  of  every  day.  I  do  not 
DDosder  this  as  propoucg  to  give  a  premium  to 
violatixs  of  the  laws.  1  know  that  much  de- 
pends in  this  world  on  names;  and  tliat  if  you 
give  any  man  or  thing  a  bad  name,  wheUier 


merited  or  not,  it  is  difficult  to  get  rid  of  it  I 
hope  the  House  will  not  be  deterred  from  thii 
inquiry  by  any  name  attempted  to  be  riven  to 
it.  It  is  proper  that  this  question  Should  be  set- 
tled ;  and  if  considered  now,  it  will  be  setUed 
by  a  body  which  did  iwt  partake  of  the  beats 
of  those  times,  and  when,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
there  is  a  littie  division  in  the  great  parties  of 
the  nation ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  gentle- 
man who  moved  it  has  been  fortnnate  in  the 
selection  of  his  time.  Eight  years  have  elapsed, 
a  new  President  is  Just  inducted,  and  tine  ques- 
tion is  now  brought  up  for  our  deoisiou.  I  am 
sorry  that  any  member  of  this  House  should 
make  B  motion  with  no  other  view  but  for  pro- 
crastination. I  do  not  believe  that  my  col- 
league who  made  this  motion  is  more  in  the 
habit  of  procrastinating  the  public  buuness  thaa 
other  members  of  the  House;  and  I  was  in 
hopes  that  there  would  bare  been  no  diffientiest 
Toioe  to  his  motion.  He  only  asks  of  you  to 
let  Che  inquiry  be  made.  He  does  not  ask  a 
single  member  of  the  House  to  commit  himself 
upon  the  qnestion,  but  merely  asks  that  a  oom- 
mittee  may  be  permitted  to  ingnireinto  it;  and 
this,  it  seems  to  me,  is  no  extraordinary  request. 
I  hope  that  the  resolotlon,  without  being  tram- 
melled with  any  extraneous  matter,  will  be 
passed. 

Mr.  Eet  said  he  should  vote  for  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  resolution.  What  good 
purpose  could  its  adoption  answer,  unless  the 
House  had  the  power  to  take  money  from  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose 
of  remunerfttiug  any  person  who  had  suffered  I 
Had  Congress  that  power  t  He  apprehended 
not.  He  could  see  no  stich  power  amongst 
those  delegated  to  Congress.  The  geotieman 
from  North  Carolina  admitted  the  House  were 
under  no  obligation  to  remunerate  the  sufl^rers ; 
and  if  the  gentieman  would  turn  to  the  rules 
laid  down  for  the  definition  of  tie  powers  of 
Congress,  he  would  see  that  there  was  no  au- 
thority to  draw  money  trom  the  Treasury  for 
this  purpose.  Under  that  view  of  the  constitu- 
tion, Mr.  E.  said  he  must  vote  for  indefinite 
postponement. 

Mr.  Uacok  asked  under  what  clause  of  the 
constitution  Captun  Murray  and  others  had 
been  remunerated  f  Under  what  clause  money 
paid  into  the  Treasury  had  been  returned  in 
instances?  The  right  to  take,  cave  the 
'  return  that  which  waa  taken.  In  many  . 
js  this  principle  had  been  practised  on. 
There  was  no  mw  to  authorize  the  punishment 
of  a  man  for  robbing  tlie  mail ;  but  it  was  do- 
rived  from  the  power  of  establishing  post  roads. 
The  power  of  reftmdiug  money  was  one  which 
had  been  often  exercised. 

Mr,  Qardbkisb  was  in  &vor  of  an  inquirv. 
It  was  not  only  proper  tliat  an  inquiry  should 
be  made,  but  it  was  the  boundeu  duty  of  the 
House  to  make  it.  A  member  of  the  House  in 
his  place  hadstatedfiicts  which  if.  true  undoubt- 
edly entitled  him  to  their  interference.  Our 
duty  (said  Mr.  G.)  is  imperative.    The  oase  of 
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the  gentleman  does  not  rest  upon  the  qaefldon 
whether  the  aedilion  law  was  ooaaUtDtional  or 
nnoonstitatioiuil,  but  npoa  the  bat  that  he  wu 
not  a  proper^bjeot  Tor  the  exercise  of  that  lew. 
For,  ir  the  8t»tament  made  be  oorrect,  he  was 
pnmshed  for  uttering  screed  which  would  not 
be  improper  for  ever;  member  of  the  House ; 
and  I  will  sdj  that  SDbeeqoeiit  events  have 
shown  the  sinoeritT  with  whieh  the  gentleman 
did  make  it;  that  he  had  kept  hii  promiee  most 
religionel; ;  that  it  was  not  applicable  to  those 
men,  or  that  time,  any  more  toan  to  the  pres- 
ent, bat  was  a  creed  on  whioh  he  pratitifled 
before  and  ever  since,  so  br  as  his  political 
coarse  is  known  to  me.  It  is  a  ease  in  which 
the  privileges  ofthemembere  of  this  Hoose  are 
materially  concerned.  If  onder  the  sedition 
law  for  a  lett«r  written  hj  a  member  of  this 
House  to  his  constitaents,  ^ving  his  view  of 
public  measores,  he  has  been  punished,  it  con- 
cerns the  safety  of  this  Hoose  that  complete 
and  perfect  remuneration  should  be  made.  It 
is  as  important  that  everj  member  ahonld  be 
permitted  to  speak  freelj  to  his  constituents,  as 
that  he  Bhoold  without  restraint  address  the 
Ohwr  of  the  HoQse.  It  was  a  case,  tberefbre, 
which  never  on^ht  to  have  been  the  subject  of 
ajndicial  investigation,  mncb  leas  considered  as 
a  crime.  The  gentlemaa  at  the  time  followed 
the  dictates  of  his  conscience.  To  his  oon- 
Boience  and  his  Ood  alone  should  he  be  respon- 
sible. Bir,  shoold  we  refiise  an  inquiry  into 
this  case,  when  we  know  that  the  fine  of  James 
Thompson  Collender,  fbr  one  of  the  most  atro- 
cious libels  ever  written  in  the  United  States, 
was  remitted!  When  we  know  that  it  was 
remitted  bj  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
after  the  money  hod  been  received  by  the  prop- 
er receiving  officer  of  the  United  States,  when 
it  had  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  James  Thomp- 
son Callender  into  the  bands  of  the  officer  of 
Govemment,  and  was,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  be- 
canse  there  is  no  snoh  thing  as  a  treasury  in 
which  money  is  actually  depomted — for  a  libel, 
too,  in  which  the  great  Father  of  his  Oonntrr 
was  treated  with  a  shameless  indignity,  which 
oould  not  bat  have  gone  to  tbe  heart  of  every 
man  ?  When  the  PrwideDt  of  the  United  States 
was  in  that  libel  called  a  hoary-beaded  incendi- 
ary, ahonld  that  £ne  be  retomed,  and  shall  a 
gentleman  in  this  Hoase  be  fined  and  impris- 
oned for  that  wh[ch  was  not  even  improper  t 
Shall  we  not  restore  to  him  that  which  outers 
have  been  saffered  to  retain,  and  for  which  we 
have  not  brought  to  question  him  who  restored 
it  after  it  was  in  possession  of  the  receiving 
officer  of  tbe  TJnit«d  States— in  fact,  after  it 
was  in  the  Treasary  ?  Let  us  not  be  guilty  of 
this  inconsistency.  If  the  sedition  law  has  gone 
to  the  tomb  of  the  Capnleta,  and  I  believe  it 
has,  I  am  not  one  who  wishes  to  bear  ap  against 
the  people's  voice;  the  Government  is  Sieirs, 
and  when  they  apeak  we  obey.  If  under  that 
law  the  Government  has  received  money  for  an 
80t  whioh  really,  if  the  statement  of  the  gentle- 


man be  trae,  conld  scarcely  he  comddered  in 
oflbnce  within  the  purview  «t  that  law,  will  roa 
not  give  it  back  to  him!  Either  give  bsdc  the 
money  in  the  case,  or  take  measures  to  reoover 
that  money  which  was  given  back  in  the  other. 
I  am  not  for  making  &h  of  one  and  Se^  d 
another.  Whilst  on  this  enbject  I  will  declare 
that  1  never  did  con^der  the  eedition  law  m 
miconstitntionaL  Oongrees  were  competeot  to 
pass  it.  Bat,  that  parties  will  sometimes  in  the 
ardor  of  their  coarse  exceed  thelimitairfdiBcrt- 
tion,  and  do  violence  to  the  milder  feeling  tt 
the  community  in  which  they  hve,  has  bean 
proved  in  the  Adama  Administration,  and  in 
that  which  has  lal«ly  disappeared;  and  wbai 
they  have  cooled  down,  it  is  but  rendenng  jos- 
tioe  to  the  sense  of  the  oonntry  to  aokhomedga 
their  errors.  No,  sir,  I  am  satiafied  that  sll  pies- 
ecutions  for  hbels  ob  the  Government  ehoold 
be  at  least  very  hesitating^  sustained.  Yea 
cannot  draw  a  precise  line  by  which  you  ehsU 
limit  the  ri^t  of  investigation.  The  two  thin^ 
are  so  blended  together  that  yoa  cannot  leps- 
rate  them.    Ton  most  either  make  the  Grererar 


imposaible  to  tell  where  one  ends  and  Iheetiur 
begins.  lioentioosneaa  ia  a  ^eck  on  the  eye  i^ 
the  political  body,  whioh  yoa  can  never  tondi 
withmt  injuring  tbe  eye  it«el£  I  hope  uid 
trust  that  with  this  investigation  will  be  con- 
nected aa  inqciiy  into  the  prosecutions  at  ccm- 
mon  law  in  Connecticut.  I  have  seen  in  tbe 
State  of  New  York,  bnt  not  nnder  the  present 
Administration,  a  defendant  coming  into  court, 
beggiog  only  to  be  permitted  to  prove  tlist 
what  he  had  said  was  tme;  I  have  seen  also  m 
Attorney-General  rise  to  prevent  it :  I  bare 
seen  the  truth  smothered  on  the  trial  bymta 
who  were  as  clamoroas  agunst  the  seditian 
law  as  any  load-moathed  patriot  in  the  countrv. 
I  have  seen  them  bria^g  almost  to  the  b^ 
the  victim  who  may  only  wish  to  prove  the  tnitli 
of  what  be  said— whioh  was  denied  hun.  I 
mention  this  to  show  that  where  parties  flr«  con- 
tending against  each  other,  where  there  is  s 
m^oriCy  on  one  hand  and  e.  minority  on  tlio 
other,  that  which  appears  on  paper  proper  for 
the  protection  of  the  Government,  tarns  oat  to 
be  for  the  oppression  of  the  minority.  In  ^* 
nature  of  parties  it  cannot  be  otherwise.  There- 
fore, in  my  opinion,  the  Government  of  tlie 
United  StAtes  cannot  render  a  greater  service 
than  by  declaring  it  will  not  be  accessary  to 
any  dimonition  of  the  rights  of  the  citiien; 
that  free  investigation  ahall  in  all  cases  b«  per- 
mitted. Mr.  G.  made  some  further  obwrvs- 
tions  on  tbe  particular  case  of  Mt.  Lton,  and 
concluded  by  expressing  his  hope  that  tbe  reso- 
lution would  pass. 

The  question  that  tberesolutaon  be  postponed 
indefinitely,  was  decided  by  yeas  aAd  nsjs— 
yeas  69,  nays  50. 
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Several  other  membere,  to  vit :  from  MsBsa- 
(inaetta,  Oxomamd  Oook  ;  and  from  Peniuyl- 
mda,  Butjuon  Sat  and  Jobk  Smiub,  ap- 
pnnd,  prodDced  their  credentials,  were  qoali- 
Dcd,  aiid  took  Uieir  seats. 

WiDTixeDAT,  Usf  81. 

Juius  PoTSBAS  appeared,  produced  fain  cre- 
dodiala,  was  quolifled,  and  took  his  seat,  as  the 
IMegate  for  the  Territory  of  Orleans. 

Mr.  MoEiH  preaanted  a.  petition  of  tbirty-flTe 
Americui  citizens  confloed  at  Carthugeaa,  in 
Sooth  AmBiioa,  nuder  sentence  of  slavery,  stat- 
ing tbat,  tbroogb  means  of  folsehood  and  de- 
emlioii,  they  were  tndaced  to  engsge  in  the 
tDuavfnl  expedition  of  Miranda,  fitted  out  from 
the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  year  one  thonsand 
eigbt  hundred  and  uz,  and  that  they  were  cap- 
ttred  by  the  Spaniards,  and  condemned  to 
daTcrr,  and  praying  that  Congress  will  tftke 
tbeic  distreHang  case  into  oonNderation,  and  ef- 
tM  their  releABe  and  return  to  their  native 
conntrj.— Referred  to  Mr,  MoKm,  Mr.  SiT, 
Mr.  EMon,  Mr.  Boaxb,  and  Mr.  Cochbah,  to 
eumiiie  the  matter  thereoC  and  report  the 
KBM,  with  their  opinion  therenpon,  to  the 
Edum. 

KosDAT,  Jnne  B. 

Two  other  neinberB,  to -wit:  E«inr.  Whtt- 
lux,  &om  Massachosetta,  and  Siohakd  Wthb, 
hm  SoDth  Carolina,  appeared,  prodnoed  their 
credentials,  were  qnolified,  and  took  their  seats 
is  the  House. 

A  message  fttaa  the  Senate  inAtrmed  the 
Hooae  that  the  Senate,  having  been  informed 
df  the  death  ot  the  Honorable  Fbasoib  Uil- 
Bon  (me  of  tlie  Senators  from  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  have  directed  the  same  to  be 
commiuucatM  to  this  Honse. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pottks, 

Eooktd,  vnamnunulv.  That  this  House  win 
■ttend  the  funeral  of  Francis  Ualbokk,  Ks- 
e,  Ute  a  member  of  the  Benate  of  the  United 


tnre,Uti 
fiutea. 


Saeleti,  unanittutuly.  That  thia  Honse  do 
*(ar  monming  on  the  left  arm  for  the  space  of 
me  monU),  in  testimony  of  their  req>ect  for  the 
mnury  [tftti«  deceased. 

TcKsDAY,  Jnne  6. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  Wiuon  0.  Nio&o- 

tis,  from  Yirginis,  appeared,  prodnoed  his  cre- 

dtttials,  waa  qoalified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 

House. 

'WEDinsDAT,  Jnne  7. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  Erastits  Koot, 

ffm  Hew  York,  appeared,  prodnoed  his  cre- 

dntiab,  was  qnalifled,  and  took  bis  seat  In  the 

Hooie. 


Fbidat,  Jane  S. 

Another   member,  to  wit,  Kiohoi.ab  Tait 

Dm,  from  Delaware,  appeared,  prodaced  his 

credentials,  was  qualified,  and  tooK  bis  seat  in 

the  House. 

MonDAT,  Jtme  13. 
Mittitiippi  Ttrritory. 
The  Spuxib  presented  a  petition  enclosed  to 
him  from  a  nnmber  of  inhabitants  of  the  dis- 
trict east  of  Pear]  river,  in  the  Missieaippi  Ter- 
ritory, praying  for  the  division  of  the  Teni- 

Mr.  PorasBXTEB  moved  that  the  petition  lie 
on  the  table.  It  would  perhaps  be  disrespect- 
tal  to  the  petitiooers  to  r^eot  it,  althongh  its 
contents  would  merit  that  coorBe.  There  were 
three  parties  who  mnst,  bj  the  ordinance  for 
the  government  of  the  Territory,  consent  before 
the  Territory  of  the  Mississippi  could  bedivided. 
One  party  was  the  Mississippi  Territory,  the 
other  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  third  the 
United  States.  Keither  of  these  parties  had 
consented.  There  was,  therefore,  an  abso]nt« 
interdiction  to  all  legislation  on  the  snbjeot; 
and  the  Honse  could,  with  as  mnoh  propnety, 
refer  a  petition  from  a  State  to  be  exempt  from 
general  taxation,  or  to  recede  from  the  Union, 
as  to  refer  this  petition. 

Mr.  BiTBWBLL  said  he  felt  himself  bonsd  to 
oppose  the  motion  for  its  lying  on  the  table. 
If  the  request  was  wholly  improper,  the  report 
c^  a  committee  to  that  efiect  woola  settle  the 
question  at  once. 

Mr.  Bibb  was  in  favor  of  the  motion;  though, 
had  a  motion  been  made  to  r^ect  it,  he  shonld 
have  voted  against  it. 

Mr.  Maooh  was  in  hvor  of  a  reference  of  the 
petition.  No  harm  could  arise  from  an  inqairy 
tatoit. 

Mr.  Tboiit  admitted  the  oorreotness  of  the 
remarks  of  the  delegate  &«m  theTerritory,  bnt 
wished  the  petition  to  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee for  the  purpose  of  an  inquiry  as  well  into 
the  amonnt  of  population  in  that  ooontry  as  in- 
to its  quality ;  whetbei  it  was  lavrM  or  unlawfuL 
There  were  oertsin  facts  connected  with  tbie 
snbject,  perhaps  not  generally  known  to  the 
Honse.  in  the  course  of  last  year,  he  had  nn- 
derstood  that  a  great  many  persons,  omonnting 
to  perhaps  Ibree  or  foar  thousand,  had  croesed 
the  Tennessee  river,  and  filed  themselves  on  its 
banks,  not  only  contrary  to  law,  but  the  impres- 
aion  was  that  they  had  set  out  in  defiance  of 
the  law,  and  had  even  gone  so  far  as  to  organize 
tiiemselves  into  military  associations  for  the 
pnrpoee. 

Mr.  FoiSDixTZB  observed  that  there  had  been 
a  settionent  contrary  to  the  existing  law  on 
Tennessee  near  about  a  year  ago ;  but  that  they 
were  ordered  to  be  driven  off  by  the  military 
fbrce,  except  they  would  take  permission  to  re- 
ride  as  tenants  at  will.  Some  bad  done  so,  and 
some  bad  been  driven  off. 

Mr.  Tbodf  sud  he  knew  that  orden  had 


,L-ooglc 


ABBIDOMEIIT  OP  THB 


•«■] 


been  given  to  remove  them ,  bot  of  tlieir  re- 
moval and  dUpenion  he  had  Dot  heard.  He 
8«d  he  hjid  farther  nndentood  that  there  were, 
in  the  county  of  Uadiaon  alone,  two  or  three 
thonaand  intraden,  and  manj  of  them  settled 
on  Indian  lands,  whose  owners  thej  excited  to 
hostlhties.  Therewaaanother&ct,^  which  the 
House  might  keep  possession.  Among  these  ia- 
tonders  was  one  of  the  name  of  Harrison,  he 
believed,  who  claimed  under  what  was  called 
the  Tennessee  Yaioo  claims,  and  who  settled 
the  land  with  his  retaioera,  and  deliberatelj  be- 

Cto  apportion  it  among  them.  Whether  be 
been  di^iosseaeed,  Ur.  T.  said  he  did  not 
know.  It  was  absolbtely  neoessary  to  ascertun 
the  situation  of  that  tountry,  and  therefore  be 
shonld  vote  for  the  reference  of  the  petiti< 


TrESD^T,  Jnae  13. 
Miranda?!  J^hikitwi^ 

The  HoQse  went  Into  Oommittee  of  the 
'Whole  on  the  following  resolation,  reported  by 
the  oommittee  appointed  to  conuder  the  peti- 
tion of  thirty'Siz  citizens  concerned  in  Miran- 
da's expedition,  and  now  confined  in  the  vanlts 
of  Carthagena,  Bonth  America : 

■'  Raolvcd,  That  the  Piemdent  of  the  United  Statm 
be  leijtieited  to  adopt  the  moit  immediate  and  effica- 
doai  means  in  hi*  power  to  obtain  the  liberation  of 
the  prinoen,  if  it  ehsU  iq>p«>T  to  Ma  uldifutioci 
that  the;  vers  iovolnntarily  draini  into  the  nnlaw- 
fbl  enterprise  in  which  the;  wen  engaged ;  and  that 
dollan  be  appropriated  for  that  porpou." 

Ur.  UoKu  observed,  that  he  believed  nothing 
fiuther  would  be  nec^sary  for  the  attainment 
of  this  object  than  an  application  by  the  Oov- 
WDment'  of  the  United  States ;  he  then  moved 
to  fill  the  blank  in  the  resolution  with  snoh  a 
snm  ($3,C00)  as  would  defl^  the  expense  of 
sending  a  vessel  there  and  clothing  the  prisoners 
previous  to  th^r  return. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  believed  there  wonld 
be  no  better  time  than  on  tliis  motion  to  express 
the  disapprobation  which  he  felt  of  the  report ; 
for  he  was  onwilling  in  his  representative  ca- 
pacity, to  give  one  cent  of  the  pnblio  money  for 
bringing  back  into  the  bosom  of  the  body  poli- 
tic these  nnfortnn&te  hat  gnilty  men.  Be  knew 
how  invidiouB  a  task  it  was  U>  ^pear  to  lean 
to  the  side  of  inhmnaniCy  ;  be  knew  hcTw  very 
natnral  it  was  for  the  mind  of  nuu  to  relent 
after  the  commission  of  a  crime,  and  to  see 
nothing  in  a  culprit  but  his  misfortunes,  for- 

KttiuK  bia  guilt ;  bat  there  were  ocoasiona,  and 
toolc  this  to  be  one,  where  to  lean  apparently 
to  the  Hide  of  humauity  is  an  act  gkT  as  great  in- 
JnsUce  and  eraelty  to  society  as  the  Legislature 
can  oommit  What  were  the  Bouse  aboat  to 
do )  To  make  an  appropriation  of  money  for 
an  extraordioary  purpose  of  foreign  interconrse. 
Was  not  the  President  of  the  Cnit«d  States  al- 
ready invested  with  power  to  negotiate  with 


the  Spanish  Govemment  on  this,  u  well  is  iriUi 
any  other  Ooverament  on  any  subject)  Waa 
the  Presideut  of  the  United  States  presomed  to 
have  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  cries  of  onr  sifer- 
ing  oouQtrymeD  in  captivity  in  aforei^nadoDl 
Ur.  R.  said  this  was  not  like  a  auestion  of  n- 
deeming  oar  coimtrymen  from  slavery  in  Bar- 
bary  or  Tripoli  ■  but  it  was  a  qnestioD  whether 
tliis  Govemment  woold  lend  its  oountenmecto 
that  class  of  men  who  were  conceroed  in  the 
expeditions  of  Miranda  and  Aaron  Ban,  H« 
for  one  said,  that  he  wonld  not  consent  to  it; 
and  that  those  persons  who,  atwve  the  dnH  piir- 
snits  of  civil  life,  had  enlisted  under  tbeM 
leaders,  might  take  for  htm,  however  he  mi^ 
feel  for  their  situation  as  men,  the  lot  wMch 
they  themselves  had  selected.  He  said  he  oce- 
Mdered  them  as  voluntarily  expatriated  from 
this  country,  and  among  Uie  articles  of  ccm- 
merce  and  manuioctnre,  which  it  might  be  cm- 
templated  to  encourage  b;  bonnty  and  pr^nni, 
he  confessed  for  one,  that  the  imparta&m  of 
such  citizens  as  theee  was  not  an  Article  of  tnf- 
flo  which  would  meet  with  any  encoaragtmoit 
from  him.  So  &r  from  being  afraid  ot  an^  iQ 
oonseqaences  resulting  from  the  spsrseacss  of 
onr  population,  he  was  afraid  that  onr  pt^mh- 
tioD,  (and  experience  has  tested  the  fsct,)  mm 
as  it  was  in  number,  in  quality  was  rednnomt 
We  have  been  told,  said  Ur.  R.,  and  I  beSere 
it,  that  bat  the  other  day  the  Foreign  Office  in 
Great  Britain  cast  its  eyes  on  Colonel  Btur,  snd 
that  they  either  did  oommit  him — I  nodentind 
that  he  wss  committed  and  stood  so  foi  some 
time,  and  was  only  released  on  coudititw  at 
qnitting  the  ooimtry — that  they  either  did  tfHt- 
mit  or  threaten  to  imprison  that  uufortnuile 
man.  I  want  to  know,  sir,  if  he  hod  stood  w 
committed,  in  what  respect  his  case,  in  a  politi- 
cal point  of  view,  wonld  have  stood  contnfs- 
dngnished  from  that  of  these  petitioners  I  I 
can  see  no  difference  but  such  as,  in  my 
mind,  would  have  operated  to  his  advantip. 
There  is  an  eqaalit;  of  guilt,  but  on  his  pait  s 
superiority  of  intellectual  character  whidi  would 
have  rendered  him,  if  there  is  to  be  an  Koei- 
sion  to  the  Stale  by  bringing  back  to  its  hoM 
those  who  have  voluntarily  thrown  themselTes 
ont  of  the  protection  of  the  ooontry,  a  nun 
valuable  acqnisitioD,  or  rather  a  len  valuabls 
loss,  than  these  nnfortanata  men. 

It  appears  to  me,  sir,  that  in  passing  thb  res- 
olntion  we  shall  hold  op  a  premium  to  vice; 
for,  if  this  proposition  be  ogroed  to,  when  mn* 
new  mrsnaa  or  Burr  comes  forward  with  his 
project,  he  will  tell  bis  conspiriatoTB  that  tbey 
will  have  nothing  more  to  do,  ^onld  the  matter 
turn  out  adversdy,  than  to  put  np  a  Cue  ifid 
tell  Congress  that  the;  were  involantariljdnwu 
into  it  An  extraordinary  mode,  to  be  snre,  of 
volunteering  to  go  sig^nst  their  w!lL  Tbe« 
intolvntar}/  volnnteers  will  be  told  thej  vill 
have  nothing  to  do  but  throw  the  whole  wd^t 
of  tbe  blame  on  the  original  mover  of  the  ei- 
pedition,  snd  Congress  will  tax  thai  fellov- 
ore^uree — who,  poor  sonls,  had  not  enitrffA 
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■Dd  liberal  minda,  and  were  content  with  the 
duD  pnrenits  of  civil  life — for  redeeming  them, 
dottiing  them,  and  bringing  tbem  back  agun  to 
ndetf.  I  wish  the  oommlttee  to  take  the 
tUng  into  condderadon.  As  men  and  Chris- 
dans  oor  condnot  ia  to  he  governed  hy  one  rale ; 
m  rapresentntiTee  of  the  people  other  consider- 
ituHW  are  proper.  There  is,  in  the  proposed 
interference,  no  Joslioe;  there  may  be  mnch 
mercj,  bnt  it  is  a  mercy  which  carriei  cmelty, 
if  not  deliberate,  the  moBt  pernicious  of  all  po»- 
nble  speoiea  of  crneltj,  along  with  it.  Sappose 
these  men  bad  been  arrested  and  tried  in  this 
sanntTy,  what  would  have  been  their  lot !  It 
ia  diffieolt  for  me  to  say.  I  am  no  lawyer ;  bat 
1  lappoBe,  nnder  the  mild  institations  in  some 
olear  States,  they  woold  have  been  condemned 
to  hard  labor  for  life.  In  what  do  they  differ, 
to  their  advantage  from  other  felons  t  In  noth- 
ing. Who  womd  step  forward  to  reecnethem 
boat  that  ponisbment  dae  to  their  crime  if  con- 
Tided  by  onr  own  courts?  Nobody.  Every- 
body woold  have  said  that  they  deserved  it. 
Now,  oa  the  oontrary,  having  escaped  the  hand 
of  justice  in  this  country,  and  fallea  into  the 
grasp  of  the  strong  hand  of  power  in  another 
conDtry,  we  are  not  contented  to  let  them  reap 
what  they  have  sown ;  we  are  not  contented  to 
leave  them  in  the  hsnds  of  justice.  I  believe 
that  there  exists  a  proper  dispoeitioD  in  the 
EinintiTe  to  interfere,  where  American  i^tizens 
ire  wrongfully  treated  abroad.  And,  shall  we 
some  forward  and  open  the  public  purse,  and 
Mnuae  on  ourselves  the  responstbibty  of  that 
act  which  the  President  refuses  to  do,  and  thus 
dare  among  ns  the  impatatjon,  snch  as  it  may 
Be,  which  society  chooses  to  cast  upon  as  in 
RHuequenoe  of  it,  instead  of  letting  it  fall  singly 
tod  individnaSy  upon  him,  in  case  he  chooses 
la  incur  it  I  No,  sir.  I  have  no  disposition  to 
pa»  this  rssolutjon  to  take  the  responsibility 
upon  myself.  In  shor^  I  should  have  been' 
^d,  if  iust«ad  of  telling  ns  that  these  men  are 
oolcHtDnate  and  miserable,  (for  who  are  so  dd- 
fatnnate  and  miserable  as  tha  tmlj  guilty!) 
that  the  members  of  that  committee,  or  the  re- 
i^ccttble  ehairman  .himself,  had  come  forward 
and  timwn  the  chum  of  these  petitioners  to  the 
pecoTiar  patronage  of  the  country.  So  farf^om 
sny  dkpositiott  to  bring  them  back,  I  would 
iBow  a  drawback  or  bounty  on  tha  exportation 
of  every  man  of  dmilar  principles. 

Mr.  Ehott  said,  that  as  he  had  been  a  mem- 
bw  of  the  committee  whose  report  was  now 
VDdM'  consideration,  he  hit  the  propriety  of 
miki]^  a  few  observationa  to  show  the  eipedi- 
SD^  (kT  adopting  the  resolution.  In  order  to 
obtsin  the  release  of  these  miserable  and  de- 
bded  men,  it  was  neoessarj  that  the  OoTern- 
Bent  should  interfere,  because  the  Spanish  Oov- 
nunent  never  woold  release  them  till  such 
ipplieation  was  made.  The  only  money  neces- 
■ry  to  be  paid  was  not  to  the  Spanish  Oovern- 
MDt,  bat  to  defray  the  expense  cxF  bringing  back 
the  prisoners.  It  was  not  to  bay  their  Uber^, 
hit  to  employ  a  person  to  go  there  to  reqoeat  it. 


It  had  been  said  that  the  President  had  power 
to  attempt  the  release  of  these  persons  without 
any  resolution  of  the  House.  Mr.  £.  said  he 
would  not  enter  into  that  consideration.  He 
knew,  if  the  President  had  the  power,  that  he 
had  not  chosen  to  exercise  it ;  and  if  thq  House 
dould  find  from  the  statement  of  the  dtuation 
of  these  men  that  they  ooght  to  be  relieved, 
they  should  not  refrain  from  expressing  their 
opinion,  merely  because  the  President  had  the 
power  and  would  not  exercise  it. 

It  might  be.  necessary,  Ur.  £.  said,  to  caQ  to 
the  minds  of  the  committee  the  situation  of 
these  men.  They  were  persons  employed  by 
Uiranda.  in  his  expedition,  who,  he  nndertook 
to  say,  did  not  know  that  they  were  going  on 
any  expedition  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the 
coimtry.  When  taken,  they  had  been  tried  by 
the  Spaniards  on  a  charge  of  piracy,  and  con- 
demned to  lie  in  a  dungeon  for  a  term  of  years. 
They  prayed  the  Congress  for  its  interpodtion 
in  their  behalt 

It  had  been  ai^d  that  tLese  men  knowingly 
engaged  in  this  expedition.  Ur.  E.  sud  he  be- 
lieved that  they  did  not ;  but,  admitting,  for  a 
moment,  that  this  was  the  case;  that  they  did 
know  Uie  pursuit  on  which  they  were  entering, 
they  should  not,  for  that  reason  alone,  be  suffer- 
ed to  lie  in  prison.  Let  it  be  nnderstood,  sud 
Mr.  E.,  that  this  expedition,  whatever  it  was, 
was  carried  on,  in  tne  &ce  of  day,  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  that  equipments  of  the  ves- 
sels and  enlistments  were  made  without  inter- 
raption  in  the  face  of  day.  And  would  these 
persons  believe  that  they  were  going  on  an  un- 
lawful expedition)  They  might  have  enlisted 
from  the  best  motives;  and,  supposing  that  they 
bad  enlisted  under  the  knowledge  that  they 
were  going  on  an  expedition,  yet  seeing  that  it 
was  carried  on  in  open  day  without  interrup- 
tion from  the  Qovernment,  he  mnch  doabted 
whether  these  poor  men  ought  to  be  suffered  to 
lie  in  prison. 

Bat,  potting  motives  aside,  these  men  declare 
that  they  did  not  understand  the  nature  of  the 
service  for  which  they  were  engaged ;  and  this 
statement  the  committee  who  made  the  report 
had  brought  themselves  to  believe.  Let  it  be 
recollected  that  these  anfortunate  individuals 
were  lying  in  prison ;  and,  although  they  bad, 
by  some  means,  forwarded  a  petition  here,  they 
could  not  attend  in  person  to  urge  their  claim 
to  relief  by  proofs  presented  to  the  House,  The 
persons  who  procured  these  men  to  go  on  this 
expedition  oertsinly  would  not  be  very  willing 
to  come  forward  and  give  testimony ;  because, 
by  so  doing,  they  migbt  criminate  themselves 
and  render  themselves  hable  to  the  operation 
of  the  laws  of  their  cooutry.  Oonsidermg  that 
these  persons  were  removed  thotisands  of  miles 
from  us,  that  they  were  unfriended,  and  that 
the  persons  who  alone  could  prove  that  their 
intent  was  innocent,  would  nut  come  forward 
for  fesr  of  oriminaUog  themselves,  he  thought 
these  men  were  entitled  to  commUwation,  and 
he  believed  that  it  was  in  his  power  to  show 
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tvo  or  three  drcomstances  which  voald 
TiooQ  th«  Honae  that  the;  hod  no  knawlodge  of 
the  nature  of  tbia  ezpeditioa.  The  first  circum- 
bUuic«  wu  the  extreme  in^trobabilit;  that  these 
men  would  hare  engaged  in  thi?  expedition,  if 
the  nature  of  it  had  been  explained.  Had  Mr. 
Smith  or  General  Miranda  gone  to  these  men 
and  said,  "  we  are  going  oa  an  expedition 
against  the  laws  of  the  oooatrj,  and,  if  taken, 
yaa  will  be  punished  nnder  the  laws  of  one 
country  or  the  other,"  it  isBitremely  unprobable 
diBt  they  would  have  engaged.  It  is  not  likely 
that  Miranda  or  Mr.  Smith  avowed  their  pnr- 
poees,  and  told  them  that  they  were  going  on 
(Uk  expedition  hostile  in  its  nature,  and  against 
tiie  laws  of  the  country,  becaoBe  its  object  woa 
to  revolationice  a  nation  in  unity  with  the 
United  States.  It  is  impooiible  that  these  men 
shoald  hare  known  the  nature  of  the  expedi- 
tion, when  it  was  not  known  to  the  GoTem- 
ment  here,  however  pnblio.  This  circnmatance, 
to  me,  is  oonclnsive,  to  show  that  these  young 
men  did  not  know  it.  There  might  have  been 
persons  who  did ;  if  yon  please,  Mr.  Ogdeu,  who 
nimished  the  ship,  or  others,  but  it  is  imposnble 
to  believe,  that  these  men,  who  were  mere  sol- 
diers for  carrying  on  the  expedition,  knew  the 
natore  of  it.  I  am  convinced  that  these  per- 
sons, all  privates — for  the  officers  were  executed 
—did  not  know  why  they  did  enlist,  or  that 
the  corps  was  for  the  purpose  to  which  it  was 
actually  deuKoed. 

I  have  said,  and  perhaps  ever;^  Person  here 
knows,  that  the  whole  of  the  bnunees  was  car- 
ried on  in  the  face  of  day.  Here  were  General 
Miranda  and  Mr.  Smith  coming  to  the  seat  of 
Government,  and  baokt«  New  York,  procuring 
clothes,  enlistiitg  men.  Can  it  be  conceived 
that  all  this  oonld  have  been  carried  on.  if  Gen- 
erol  Miranda  had  not  meant  to  oonoeal  it  from 
the  Oovenimentt  But  it  is  in  my  power  to 
famish  something  more  than  mere  oonjectnre 
on  this  subject.  The  committee  will  recoUeot 
that  a  greater  part  of  this  transaction  took  place 
at  New  York.  There  the  men  were  to  ren- 
dezvous, there  the  vessel  was  ftamiahed,  and 
to  that  Stat«  moat  of  the  young  men  who  are 
now  in  South  America  did  belong.  In  that  State 
this  matter  was  the  sabject  of  Judicial  investi- 
gadon.  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Ogden  were  in- 
dicted. I  will  read  a  part  of  the  evidence  given 
on  the  trial,  whieh  will  satisfy  any  one,  at  least 
it  baa  satisfied  me,  that  these  men  had  no  hand 
in  it.  ib.  Fink,  who  was  produced  as  evidence 
on  the  part  of  the  Govenunent  to  convict  Ur. 
Smith,  WBji  the  person  who  was  intrusted  with 
enlbtments. 

On  tlie  same  trial  there  was  one  of  the  per- 
Bons  who  has  actually  enlisted  who  deposed 
that  the  same  information  which  Peter  Kose 
received  was  given  to  others.  This  man  also 
wosa  private  in  the  expedition,  and  swears  that 
the  person  who  employed  him  told  him  that  he 
was  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  that  he  was  lo  be  carried  to  Washington 
by  water  and  tlieooe  to  New  Orleana.  The  men 
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who  now  petition  Congress  ars  personi  nho  tre 

S laced  precisely  in  the  same  situation.  Ws 
nd,  in  the  conrse  i^  the  trial,  that  the  ptrsoa 
employed  to  enlist  the  men,  declares  that  the 
person  employing  him  refused  to  tell  hun  for 
what  parpose  they  were  to  be  enlisted,  and,  of 
course,  he  conld  sot  inform  those  whom  be«D- 

Mr.  E.  said  he  had  already  remarked  the  ex- 
treme difficulty  under  which  these  persons  Is- 
bored,  that  they  were  at  a  distance  of  levwil 
thonsand  miles  from  this  country,  ineirceraUd, 
and  friendless.  He  had  satisfied  bis  mind  tM 
they  had  engaged  in  this  business  unknowingly 
and  unwillingly — and,  what  was  now  ashed  at 
the  Govenmient  t  That  they  shodd  ejp«iid 
large  sums  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  bnjing 
them  out?  No.  All  that  the  Spanish  Gor- 
ernment  wanted,  he  undertook  to  saj,  was, 
that  a  request  should  be  made  bj  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  ccnntry  for  those  men ;  and  all  the 
money  required  for  this  service,  was  moD^ 
enou^  to  send  an  agent  there  and  £idlitate  ha 

Notliing  had  been  said  by  him,  Mr.  £.  re- 
marked, of  the  peculiar  suflbrings  of  these  mea; 
but  there  were  representations  enough,  to  sbow 
(hat  they  were  (jbdned  naked  in  a  dtmi^eon, 
withont  clothing,  and  withont  wood.  Soois 
had  died  and  others  most  die.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore^ for  the  reasons  which  he  had  given,  tbit 
the  oommittee  would  h«  satMed  that  th«ae 
men  were  not  gnilty  of  crime.  If  not  gniltfi 
he  hoped  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  ttey 
were  a  proper  subject  for  the  interference  m 
the  Government. 

Mr.  B^ooET  observed  that  the  coudnsiiin 
which  the  genUeman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bi-v 
DOI.PB)  had  drawn,  rested  npon  the  idea  that 
the  men  were  guilty.  If  they  were  gniliy, 
they  certunly  should  not  receive  the  ben^t  of 
the  interposition  of  the  Govermnent  of  tbe 
United  States.  They  had  no  clum  dq  the 
United  States  when  con^dered  as  criminsk,  or 
as  men  who  hod  volontarily  engaged  iu  ihii 
service.  The  report  of  the  committee  did  not 
state  this  to  be  the  cose.  I  acknowledge,  uid 
Mr.  B.,that  they  are  guilty  in  some  respects,  bar- 
ing innocendy  transgressed  the  laws.  If  they 
are  guilty  in  the  eye  of  justice,  I  contend  tliey 
ought  not  ta  have  relief.  The  report  of  ths 
committee  states,  that,  under  a  persnauon  tint 
the  fccts  set  forth  by  the  petitioners  were  hue, 
they  were  indaced  to  submit  this  resdutioa 
The  committee  had  evidence,  which  thtj 
deemed  competent,  to  prove  that  these  men 
were  not  gndtj  men.  In  what  respect,  then, 
are  they  to  be  compared  to  Aaron  Burr  I  'So 
man  wiU  say  that  he  did  not  proceed  on  his  eip^ 
dition  withhiseyesopen,  ortliothe  oouldpleau 
ignoranoe.  The  &ct  in  relation  to  tbase  men 
appears  to  be  that  tliey  were  inveigled ;  Ch^ 
their  offence  was  involuntary,  not  as  respected 
enga^ng  in  what  they  thought  the  service  of 
the  Lnited  States,  but  as  to  going  abroad,  for 
against  their  consent  they  were  forced  into  the 
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MtioB.  Therefore,  with  great  troth,  it  mieht 
be  nid  that  the?  were  soonrged  to  the  Mmoe. 
Ifthiiiru  the  net,  as  tli«  committee  appear  to 
ktebeliBTed,  I  tek,  in  what  their  oaae  differs 
hiotbit  of  men  taken  captivw  by  the  Alger- 
iiMsl  Those  men  taken  hy  the  Algeiines  we 
tomed  in  kwfcl  commerce ;  these  poor  men 
m  engaged  in  an  onlawfol  act,  hot  not  knowing 
it  to  be  DDJswjbl,  and  believing  it  to  be  correct, 
they  ira  13  innocent,  in  fact,  as  those  who  set 
iDKiosiitl;.  The  gentleman  saya,  anppoH  thej 
THBtoretonito  toBir  country,  wonld  thoy  not 
la  pmiahedl  If  the  facts,  as  they  state  Uiem, 
in  annct,  as  I  believe  them  to  be,  I  do  not  be- 
lieve Out  they  woold  be  poniahed.  The  law 
fas  not  punish  a  man  beoanse  be  doea  not  act, 
intat  the  jwaaimo  with  which  be  doee  it 

i£r.  TmoB  aaid  if  he  conld  view  this  snbjoct 
isthel^t  in  which  it  had  been  viewed  by 
■Mofits  advocates,  and  particularly  by  the 
gnOonan  traa  North  Oarolina,  (Mr.  Psabbok,) 
be  ihonld  ihiiil  it  was  the  dnty  of  this  Govem- 
meiit  to  make  exertion  for  the  release  of  these 
people;  but  even  then  he  sbonld  ioqaire 
TOtber  iDj  exertion  in  their  favor  wonid  not 
nlherdo  them  an injnry  than  aaerrice;  for  it 
*Hld  be  Tecollect«d  that  every  gentleman  who 
hi  tfcixD  seemed  to  consider  the  mercy  which 
wu  uked  to  depend  npon  and  to  he  bestowed 
t?  lbs  Coited  Sutea.  Were  I  a  Bpaniard,  and 
Blended  the  debate  in  this  Honse,  I  shonld 
tfabik  that  gentlemen  in  &vor  of  the  resolution 
<nlecip1ated  an  infraction  of  the  rights  of  the 
utint  betbre  whose  courts,  and  by  whose  laws, 
■'  i  oondemned.    These  fine  ap- 

md  hnmanity  would  apply  well 
18  power  posaeasing  the  right  to  beetow 
Dcn^,  bat  are  not  applicable  to  the  feelings 
to  be  eiercised  on  this  occa^on  by  this 
I  ny  that  itis  one  of  the  attributes  of 
uMDt  to  pnnish  those  who  have  infringed 
«  kokan  the  laws  of  the  country.     These 

Cle  have  been  oondemned  by  a  Spanish  tri- 
I;  it  is^y  that  Ooyemment  alone  that 
VKj  ii  to  be  ihown ;  and  an  exertion  by  this 
Hiwe  in  attempting  to  bestow  mercy  npon 
tMsMqile  is  an  infringement  of  that  right 
I  dudhoge  gantleinen  to  show  me  an  insttmce 
atbsaimab  ctfdiplomitoy  of  a  like  nature  with 
m  proportion.  I  recollect  one  inrtance,  bnt 
Utre  heard  no  gentleman  propose  to  go  so 
arOliTBr  OromweU,  when  a  member  of  the 
Bitiib  Oommonwealth,  was  Imprisoned  by  the 
^^ri&n,  ordered  his  admirals  to  draw  np 
Nfcntbaharboranddemandhisrelease.  This 
■  na  udy  ease  I  h«ve  met  with  in  the  conrse  of 
^n*£n^  of  an  attempt  by  one  natioo  to  re- 
Hn  eriminals  condemned  by  another  nation 
,  Mdir  its  own  laws.  If  this  view  be  a  Jost  one, 
.  v^**"^  beoomea  a  matter  of  great  deUoaoy. 
Vliii  Government  had  never  been  by  the  moat 
tKTit  whisper  implicated  (m^nstly,  as  I  flrmly 
■were)  in  this  trmnaaotion,  elill  it  wootd  have 
waasnljettofthe  greatest  delicacy  for  the 
"•mmentofthe  United  States  to  interfere. 
■w  win  the  GoTenuaeut  of  Spain,  Jnnt*, 
Toi.  IT.— 10 


pill  to  mercy  ai 
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King,  or  Govemon  of  Spanish  provinces  to 
whom  yoQ  apply,  say  to  yon  on  this  sabjectt 
Why  thej  wiU  say — "  We  have  long  snspected, 
we  have  beard  from  your  own  quarter,  that  yon 
were  implicated  in  this  expedition;  yon  now 
give  Ufl  proof;  yon  have  come  forward  in  an 
nnprecedented  manner  and  interfered  in  a  case 
with  which  yon  have  no  boraness,  a  case  which 
is  fully  embraced  by  the  sovereignty  which  we 
ourselves  exercise  over  onr  own  courts."  Will 
it  not  at  onoe  be  inferred  that  these  assertions 
thronehont  the  United  States  had  1>een  tme, 
and  that  this  Qovenunent  was  implicated  or 
concerned,  or,  to  nse  the  words  of  yesterday, 
that  this  Government  had  connived  at  snch  an 
eipe^tionl  Ton  will  bnt  render  the  sofferings 
of  these  people  more  rigorous.  It  is  not  to  be 
conceived,  altbongh  the  gentleman  from  Vas- 
sachnsetts  and  othera  have  aoonilted  the  Gov- 
ernment of  partidpstion,  that  uie  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment will  do  so  also.  Why,  even  in  onr  cool 
and  calm  sitoation,  yon  see  that  eospicion  of  the 
connivance  of  the  Administration  is  not  yet 
quite  done  away — and  do  yon  suppose,  ur,  that 
tne  Snaniards,  against  whom  repeated  expedi- 
tions nave  been  made,  at  a  distance  firom  those 
sonrcM  whence  conviction  might  fiasb  npon 
their  minds,  will  form  the  same  opinion  of  the 
Batt}eot  tbat  we  do )  Fear  forms  a  bias  on  their 
mind ;  and  we  form  a  conviction  on  the  side  on 
which  we  fbel  interested. 

Gentlemen,  in  order  to  induce  tis  to  grant 
pardon  to  these  men,  which  we  have  no 
power  to  do,  have  told  ns  that  they  are  inno- 
cent; because,  forsooth,  they  themselves  have 
said  so.  I  recollect,  sir,  once  in  a  conversation 
with  a  most  eminent  barrister  in  the  State  in 
which  I  live,  who  had  otten  peribrmed  the  duty 
of  counsellor  and  advocate  m  our  State,  he  in- 
formed me  that  in  a  practice  of  thirty  yean,  in 
the  ooorse  of  which  he  had  been  eonoemed  in 
of  many  culprits,  on  many,  nay,  on  all 
oocaMons,hepntthis  plainqnestion  tohisolient: 
"I  am  your  connsel ;  it  is  neoeesary  for  me,  in 
order  to  make  the  beet  posdble  defence  of  yonr 
cause,  to  make  the  beet  statement  in  yonr  favor, 
to  know  whether  yon  are  guilty  or  not"  He 
declared  that  be  had  never  yet  met  with  a  man 
who  acknowledged  that  he  waagnilty.  I  believe 
that  this  disposition  to  appear  innocent,  is  in- 
herent in  human  nature.  It  is  natural  for  these 
to  say  that  they  are  not  guilty;  t^ey  said 
the  court  before  whom  thoy  were  tried. 
Why  were  they  not  liberated  I  why  was  not 
that  mercy  which  is  so  pathetically  called  for 
bestowed  on  them  by  that  tribunal  before  whom 
the  case  waa  eiaminedf  If  they  are  the  im- 
maenlatoand  almost  sainted  victimswhlch  they 
are  described  to  be,  why  did  not  the  ooart 
whioh  heard  the  testimony  on  both  sides  of  the 
queetioo  bestow  that  clemenoy  asked  of  us  t  I 
snoold  presume,  that  when  all  the  circumstances 
came  out  before  the  court,  they  were  not  fovor- 
aUe  to  the  petitioners;  and  it  is  a  respect  due 
from  this  Government  to  the  acts  of  that  Oov- 
that  such  a  oonstruotlon  should  be  put 
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upon  this  matter.  If  we  nre  to  dutrast  the  acts 
«f  Uie  Sp&nurd,  because,  aa  we  are  told,  he  ia 
vindictive  and  cmel,  1ib  might  Justly  any  that 
we  have  not  done  to  others  aa  we  would  be 
done  by. 

We  should  plaoe  the  Premdent  of  the  United 
States  in  a  very  unpleasant  dtoadoD  indeed  by 
requiring  him  to  demand  these  men,  if  we  would 
not  also  he  willing  to  go  to  war  for  them.  As 
our  navy  ia  now  ^oat  I  would  propose  aa  an 
amendment  to  the  pniject,  if  genuemen  are  s»- 
rions  in  their  determination  to  reeane  these 
men,  that  onr  fleet  ahall  sail  before  Carthagena 
and  compel  the  Spanish  Ckivemor  or  Junta  to 
give  them  up.  This  ia  the  only  mode  trf  inter- 
fering with  a  matter  of  thia  kind,  whieh  is 
sanctioned  by  precedent,  aa  I  bare  before 
stated. 

It  would  seem,  dr,  aa  if  the  pudftR  aoeoea  ol 
tioB  world  were  uitirely  forgotten.  The  Britiah 
Government  has  been  aoapected  of  having  oon- 
nived  at  thia  expedition  aa  well  as  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  Tbejhave  recdved 
Uiraoda  into  their  bosom ;  and  on  the  examina- 
tdon  on  the  trial  of  Sir  Home  Popham,  it  did 
tqipear  that  he  had  received  orden  to  ami  for  a 
'    '  '    '   '  at  condnent  to  create  a  di- 

L  ezpeoted  to  be  made  in 
another  part  of  itr  But  what  have  the  British 
tiovernmeot  doneon  the  anbjeett  Have  they 
not  considered  it  a  delicate  one)  Have  they 
not  in  their  conduct  given  ns  the  most  soond 
and  wholesome  advioe  on  the  sat^eott  Al- 
though I  believe  theee  men  were  employed  to 
answer  a  purpose  aU-important  to  her,  yet  she 
haa  not  extended  towarda  these  snfferera  in  her 
own  canse  that  clemency  which  ia  asked  at  onr 
bands.  These  men  who  were  saQering  in  her 
employ,  demonstrably  acting  in  fertherance  of 
her  intereet,  have  not  met  with  the  clemency 
of  the  Government ;  aod  the  case  is  more  atrong 
when  it  is  recollected  that  since  the  c^tnie  of 
these  men,  although  previooaly  at  war  with 
Spain,  Great  Britain  was  not  only  at  peaoe  bat 
in  alliance  with  that  nation.  With  all  theae 
favorable  oircnmatanoca,  when  bnt  a  hint  from 
the  British  IQnistrj  in  favor  of  these  people 
might  have  released  them,  yet  being  bo  delicate 
a  subject  that  it  has  not  been  touched  by  them, 
ihall  we,  who  have  been  crusading  and  exerting 
every  nerve  for  the  releasement  of  oar  seameo, 
and  with  all  our  efibrta  have  been  nosDcceerfol, 
ahall  we  atart  on  a  fresh  craaade  for  these  men, 
when  the  efforts  of  the  Government  in  the 
other  cause,  in  ao  nobte,  so  Just,  and  so  hi 
a  canse,  have  as  yet  proved  miavailing  1  Shall 
we  utgage  in  a  contest  for  theae  pe^^  who 
are  adinowledged  josdy  to  be  in  the  power  and 
under  the  sentence  of  the  oourta  c:^  another  na- 
tion, whilst  the  honeat  American  tar,  goiltleas 
of  harm,  is  writliiog  under  the  Isf^  of  eveir 
boatswain  on  board  a  man-of-war  t  If  yon  will 
go  on  and  reform  the  whole  world,  begin  with 
one  grievauoe  first;  to  use  a  homely  phrase^  do 
sot  put  too  many  irona  in  the  fire. 

Sir,  if  the  Spaoiah  nation  haa  any  feeling  for 
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its  Mvereignty,  it  would  apaia  your  reqatat. 
Only  suppose  that  nation  to  posses  Uw  bum 
feelmga  which  actuate  every  breast  ia  ^ 
House ;  which  actuate  the  American  psD[k 
Suppoae  the  cl^m  of  Hi.  Burr  to  (uliuiulup  in 
Bntun,  on  the  groond  of  once  a  lobject  slv^ 
a  SDlyect,  had  been  recogniaed  by  the  Britiili 
Govenmieat.  Suppose  uat  he  was  infieriiii 
in  chains  in  some  of  your  priaoos,  and  bMiaaa 
they  had  heard  that  Ur.  Burr  might  luv«  baoi 
innocent,  the  British  Government  had  aaked 
his  releaae,  would  not  the  people  of  America 
have  yarned  the  request  aa  an  indignity  te  lU 
nation  I  And  may  we  not  HVpose  tW  tfaM 
prond  Spaniard^  aa  they  are  called,  nay  Ittn 
foelingaof  «  like  natorel  Ibelieve,  dr,  ilat 
the  oourae  proposed  wonld  only  add  rigor  to 
their  anSbringa,  weidtit  to  thdr  onaina. 

Mr.  LtvsBMoaa  a^ed  if  the  oommittee  Tliidi 
made  thia  report  .had  not  before  it  erideua 
that  certain  Kitiah  mbjecta  ooneemed  in  Mi- 
randa's expedition  had  been  liberated  on  tk 
application  ofsome  offioera  of  thatnationi  If 
tbey  had  it  would  be  a  fair  answer  to  tbs  elo- 
quent speech  of  the  gentleman  ttam  Sooth  Ca^ 

Mr.  RumoLPH  said  he  cUd  not  think  that  tk 
information  asked  for  by  the  gentkmso  TU  U 
all  material  to  thia  case.  It  wasa  matter  of  no 
oonaeqnenoe  at  all,  as  respected  the  sCatuMUt 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Bonth  OaioUu  <n 
(he  had  no  doubt)  very  good  grounds.  Whit, 
said  Mr.  R.,  has  been  the  situation  of  On« 
Britun  in  relation  to  Spun  t  Great  Britain,  at 
the  time  the  expedition  wa*  undertaken,  wm 
an  enemy  of  Spun — was  at  aotoal  war  with 
Bpain^-and  therefore  inaanhJeotofOrestBrittii 
it  might  liave  been  highly  meritorious  to  inooj 
Spain,  either  at  home  or  in  her  oolouia  to  tin 
ntmost  extent  is  his  power,  without  any  ixM 
authority  from  his  Govetnment  SobeeqnMtlf 
to  that  time,  however.  Great  Britain  has  bBCMM 
the  ally  of  Spain  in  oonsequenoe  of  the  refola- 
tioD ;  aod  at  that  time  Great  Britain  obtvaai 
from  persons  exerdaing  tlta  aathorily  of  gorav 
meat  in  Spain  the  release  of  these  priMDan, 
which  it  is  perfectly  natural  Spm  AmU 
then  have  granted.  But  eoE^oae,  instead  d 
that  change  having  taken  place  in  the  relttioii 
between  GrMt  Britain  and  Spain,  BonapaiU 
had  qiuetiy  auooeeded  in  putting  Eing  Josqihn 
the  throne  of  Ekiaiu  and  the  Isaies,  and  tm<*- 
tiona  bad  then  been  ntade ;  or  suppose  toatlkt 
^tplicatiou  had  been  defetred  until  now,  andtto 
power  of  the  Honae  of  Bonaparte  was  ai  com- 
plete over  the  odonks  in  South  America  ai  «< 
have  every  reaatHi  to  believe  it  ia  over  tbe  Eu- 
n^ean  paaNviona  of  the  mother  coaiurT, 
wonld  the  Britiah  enttjecta  in  that  caH  b*v« 
been  releaaed  I  It  is  an  unftHtunate  dreoo- 
stanoe  that  no  qnestion  can  be  agitated  in  thia 
House  and  tried  upon  its  own  meriU;  tU 
every  thing  which  ia,  has  been,  or  may  1>^ 
is  to  be  lugged  in  on  the  question  before  m,  to 
tbe  total  elusion  of  the  merits  of  the  caa^  aod 
in  this  way,  instead  of  a  aeaaum  ot  three  ud 
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n  months  for  doing  th«  bniinen  of  the  nation, 
Viyvj  ijafgtioa  Is  to  be  tried  in  the  manner  in 
tioA  it  appears  to  me  this  has  been,  we  may 
Ht  to  ill  et4iraitr  and  neTer  get  throuKh  it 

I  laj  nodiUm  to  greater  praoirion  than  other 
hkd;  bnt  reall;  I  cannot  perceive  what  kind 
rf  relation,  what  kind  of  oonneotioneiistB  be- 
twtan  most  of  what  I  have  heard  on  this  sub- 
jad,  and  the  trne  merits  of  the  case.  Qentle- 
Bd)  get  np  and  *bnae  the  Spanish  Oovemment 
ud  pMpk,  and  what  than  t  Wh;,  It  appears 
■D  this  if  preliminary  to  oar  making  an  hamble 
nqnest  ik  this  Government  and  people  that 
tb^  ehaQ  srant  na  a  partioDlar  t>oon.  To  be 
nte,  Br,  lU  tlus  time  we  do  plaster  oanelvet 
BnMTdfiilly — we  lay  It  on  with  a  trowel — and 
iratlemen  seem  to  think  that  if  we  snffldently 
plMter  onraelvei^  our  President,  and  people, 
snd  be-leril  every  Other  Oovemment  and 
peo|de,  it  is  snffident  to  illnminate  every 
qiMttan.  And  this  is  the  style  in  which  we 
^Kik  to  QovemDMnts  perfectly  independent  of 
b!— A  Tery  wise  tnean,  to  be  mre,  of  indudng 
than  to  grant  the  pardon  of  these  people  as  a 
bviff  tons.  Sir,  it  wonld  be  a  strange  specta- 
(1b,  to  be  sore,  wtken  this  Hiniatar  that  is  to  be, 
tUi  sort  of  aaomalona  messenger  whom  yon 
■re  pNDg  to  send,  I  know  not  exactly  to  whom; 
Wiaei  to  the  Junta,  or  persons  exercising  the 
power  of  goveroment  in  the  provinces,  or  to 
llie  Government  in  Enrope ;  when  this  Minister 
gwi  to  CartfasgMia  or  elsewhere,  if  he  should 
CBiy  Id  the  Viceroy  ^ong  with  hi*  credentials 
I  file  of  papers  containing  the  debates  on  this 
gnarioQ.  Why,  sir,  like  Bir  Francis  Wrong- 
»d,  we  appear  all  to  have  tnrned  roand.  My 
knwable  friend,  the  gentleman  from  Sooth 
OuoHds,  (Mr.  TxTto^)  spoke  of  the  crimes  of 
tboB  nwD.  Qentlamen  on  the  other  ride,  who 
wnh  (hem  to  be  pardoned,  tell  yon  of  nothing 
hit  (tf  their  initooeDoe,  and  theii^oatioe  of  those 
vho  eoadeniQ  tbem  siid  now  have  them  under 
pmuAmcnt.  Two  more  sndh  advoMtee  as  have 
■i^ored  iq  favor  of  this  propodtian  wonld 
mio  the  best  oanse  ever  broDKfat  before  any 
Hmm  or  any  oonrt  in  Christendom.  The  gen- 
Uemtn  from  New  York,  (Mr.  EMOTr,)  who 
V>^  yesterday,  oertuolv  v^  pertinently,  and 
xfy  handsomely,  tells  the  Honse  that  in  this 
■se  no  other  money  than  that  of  the  United 
Bttl«%  will  be  reocnved ;  that  with  a  sort  of 
CmQuo  bati^oasiiess^  those  persons  acting  for 
Ifae  Gcvemment  of  Spain  will  not  tonoh  any 
•Mw?  whidi  shall  not  be  offered  in  the  qnaUly 
of  public  money.  I  bdieve  no  such  IJiing ;  and 
wnorer,  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  onderstood 
Ibtt  tlie  question  of  money  is  not  the  question 


fa«  Ch  the  purpose  of  r^lng  so  pitifnl 
«tl,iOO  for  the  relief  of  these  nnfortonate  men, 
*line  Htnatioa  I  most  seriously  deplora  is  a 
Bbd  tmon  the  charity,  of  this  ooontry.  I  believe, 
utwitManding  t^  pablio  impresdon  on  this 
■Ijeet  igsinst  the  petitioners,  that  the  money 
ttnld  be  raised  in  half  an  hoar  in  any  town  in 


the  IJnit«d  States.  I  believe  tt  might  be  r^sed 
in  that  time  in  the  city  of  Washington.  It  is 
not  a  qaeation  of  the  amountuf  money  wanted - 
it  is,  whether  the  Government  of  the  United 
Btates  shall  lend  itaconntenance  to  persons  sitD- 
ated  as  these  Qofortnnate  people  are  ?  Sir,  had 
we  at  that  time  been  at  war  with  Spain,  as 
Great  Britain,  something  might  be  said  in  favor 
of  these  persons.  Bnt  we  were  not  at  war 
with  Spain,  and  these  men  knew  it ;  and  I  be- 
lieve they  knew  at  least  as  well  as  I  know,  that 
when  a  man  is  recrnited  tor  pvilie  tereiee,  as 
they  say  they  thought  to  be  their  case,  he  ia 
immediately  taken  before  a  Justice  of  the  peace 
andscvom.  This  part  oftheeeremony,  however, 
is  not  stated  to  have  taken  place.  To  be  sure, 
rir,  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  En- 
ott)  said,  I  believe,  every  thing  that  conld  be 
said  in  favor  of  those  nnfortnnate  people,  and 
really  almost  convinced  me  that  we  onght  to 
m^e  this  interference ;  bnt  nnfortnnately  for 
him  and  for  his  oanse,  other  advocates  rose  np 
in  its  favor  and  placed  the  sabject  in  a  sitnation 
not  only  as  respects  the  m^'ority  of  thia  Honse, 
bnt  ea  respects  that  Government  with  whom 
intercesrion  is  to  be  made,  which  will  complete- 
ly foreclose  any  att«mpt  at  relieving  the  anffei^ 
ers.  It  is  not  posdble  that  the  majority  of  this 
Boose,  or  that  the  Spanish  Government,  con 
be  affected  in  any  other  manner  than  with  dis- 
gnst  and  indignation  at  sach  stoff.  The  gentle- 
man from  New  Tork  toid  ns  that  these  were 
ardent  yonng  men,  who  were  anxions  to  go  to 
Oaraccasfor  the  pnrpose,  I  think,  of  correcting 
tiie  despotism  which  existed  in  that  conntrv; 
or  otherwise,  political  Qoixotes.  This,  I  take 
it,  will  operate  little  in  their  favor  with  the 
Spanish  Government,  however  it  may  in  onrs. 
I  confess  I  feel  very  little  sympathy  for  those 
who,  overlooking  tneir  own  coantry,  and  the 
abases  in  their  own  Government,  go  in  search 
□f  political   adversaries   abroad — go  a  tilting 


being  amrmative  89,  negative  fll,  the  Sfxoxkb 
voted  in  the  negative— the  votes  then  hdog 
eqnal,  the  qnesHon  was  lost. 

UoNDAT,  Jnne  19. 
Jlu  SaOuTe  at  Ifta  Orleaiu. 

l%e  Honse  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolti- 
tion  sabmittea  by  Mr.  Macmv,  on  the  siiteenth 
instant,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"  Sttahtd,  That  ■□  moch  of  die  metoigB  of  the 
Prerident  of  the  United  States  of  the  aeTeDth  of 
March,  ooe  thoDnnd  dght  hundred  snd  eigh^  as  re- 
lates to  the  battora  in  ^  mbiirba  of  St.  Moiyi,  ad- 
joining Neir  Orleoni,  uid  the  docnmimti  BoooiDpa- 
uyiiig  it,  togetber  with  the  petitjona  of  Ij^vard  Ht- 
ingttan,  and  the  petitioiu  of  the  eitiiena  of  Kew  Or- 
)euu  on  the  nine  mlyect,  snd  the  docoment*  which 
■aeompanied  the  lame,  be  nfemd  to  the  Attonsy- 
.  Gonaral  ef  the  United  State*,  and  that  he  be  hutnot- 
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•d  to  reoaira  uid  ooUect  fooii  other  UatimoDy  u  may 

ba  neoenuy  to  wcutain  the  title  of  the  Uoitad  SUtai 
to  tbe  beTore-menttooed  battura,  aiul  tliat  be  be  di- 
rected to  npoit  to  tbii  Boon,  *t  the  next  eeuioii  of 
CoDgreet,  hu  opimou  ei  to  the  vHlidit;  of  the  clum 
<£OiK  United  States  to  the  uid  btttnTe." 

,  Mr.  BmwBu.  tboDght  tbat  tbia  wu  not  the 
proper  coarse  to  purine;  bat  that  the  comve 
reoomiaended  U  the  laat  aesBJoa  was  the  one, 
vit :  to  give  the  petitioDers  the  right  of  appeal 
friKii  the  decinoa  of  the  Orfeam  coort  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  or  to  pTe  the  Uoited  States 
the  Bame  right,  Hhoold  the  deoirioQ  be  agunst 
them.  He  coiild  see  no  adTantage  in  the  pro- 
oraBtioadon  now  proposed,  nor  any  iq}iir7  to  the 
United  States  or  the  citj  of  New  Orleans,  in 
the  conree  which  he  advocated.  He  donbted, 
■Ithongh  the  letter  of  the  law  of  1807  migbt 
cover  this  oaae^  whether  it  was  ever  intended 
that  that  law  dionld  operat«as  this  had  done. 
Mj  intention,  aud  he,  in  voting  tor  it,  was  that 
it  shonld  apply  exclosivelj  to  the  Weateni  lands, 
oonunonlf  o^ed  the  Yazoo  lands,  and  sooh 
other  lands  as  were  occupied  bj  hondrada  who 
might  be  fonnidaUe  from  their  nombere.  To 
undertake  joriadictioD  on  qnestiona  of  propert; 
fa  taking  npon  ooreelves  the  fonctiiHis  of  another 
department  of  the  Jndicisry .  The  ease  involvea 
important  points  of  law — and  let  nie  ask,  wheth- 
er the  genuemen  in  thia  Eonse  are  so  well  read 
in  law  OS  to  be  able  to  decide  such  an  important 
point  as  this )  It  does  appear  to  me  that  on  all 
the  qnestiona  of  private  property  arising  in  the 
United  States,  where  the  qneation  of  right  is 
not  to  be  broaght  before  this  House,  we  ought 
to  oonsult  the  convenience  of  the  partiee  bj 
promoting  di^atch.  On  the  question  whether 
this  property  Wong  to  the  United  States  or  to 
the  petitioners  I  am  completely  ignorant  Nor 
wonld  I  have  it  inferred  that  I  believe  the  pe- 
titioner to  have  a  right  to  the  property ;  I  take 
it  that  the  claim  of  die  United  States  mnst  t>e 
good,  or  the  inhabitants  of  Orleans  would  not 
be  so  aealons  in  the  snpport  of  iL 

Mr.  FoTDBAS  asked  for  the  reading  of  a  letter 
which  he  had  received  from  Uie  Governor  of 
Orleans  Territoi7,  which  was  accordingly  read. 
The  letter  states,  that  if  it  were  poauble  that 
the  committee  to  whom  Kr.  Livingston's  claim 
was  referred  could  now  visit  New  Orleans,  they 
would  be  convinced  that  the  battnre,  now  cov- 
ered with  water,  was  in  fact  the  bed  of  the 
river,  and,  therefore,  could  not  be  private  prop- 
erty. Mr.  P.  stated  the  history  of  this  pdeoe  of 
allavioo  at  some  leusth,  and  the  dronmstauces 
under  which  it  had  ^ways  been  deemed  pabUc 
property. 

Mr.  SHEnm  s^d  that  before  paaring  tUa 
resolution,  gentlemen  ought  to  ascertain  what 
the  Attorney-General  could  do  in  this  case. 
He  could  not  compel  the  attendance  of  witnass- 
ea,  or  collect  testimony  of  cironmatances  which 
occurred  a  hnndred  years  ago;  and  unless  he 
could  do  this,  it  was  imposdble  he  could  eiam- 
ine  the  title^  for  testlmon;  aa  to  facts  was  es- 
sential to  enaUe  him  to  form  a  correct  opinion. 


to  have  influeace,  wby  Uina  evade  a  dedeuD  gn 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  I  If  it  was  to 
have  any  iuflnence,  it  most  be  a  pemidaiB  ooe, 
becanae  founded  oit  az  parte  testimtaiy.  Would 
the  House  go  into  the  merita  of  thecMemdut 
opinion,  when  obtained  wtthoot  aili»ding  an 
opportunity  to  the  party  interested  to  Move 
that  the  law  was  not  correctly  ezpooDdea  nn 
the  facta  correctly  slated  t  Sorely  not.  li 
they  did  uot,  if  they  heard  opinious  on  bodi 
«des,  they  converted  this  House  intoajodiaaiy 
trihnnaL  Was  this  body  oalcniated  for  that 
branch  of  Government)  No;  this,  Ut.  A. 
said,  is  a  Government  of  departments,  each  at 
which  ought  to  be  kept  separate.  Wljat,  arl 
is  this  a  question  of  right  between  the  Unitsd 
States  and  an  individn^  and  we  are  about  to 
take  it  into  our  own  hands,  to  wreetit&omthe 
CDuatitutioQal  authority,  and  dedde  it  mi- 
selvest  I  htHie  we  ahall  not ;  and,  therefore,  I 
am  against  this  proportion.  What  doea  the 
Attorney-General  Btat«  in  his  report!  Awin 
of  the  impropriety  of  his  deciding,  he  tella  yoa 
— what?  That  the  usual  course,  whert  tlie 
rights  of  the  United  States  have  been  involved, 
hu  been  to  appoint  commiaaoneia  to  hear  tod 
decide.  Here  the  Attontey-QeDeral  telli  jv 
it  is  not  proper  for  him  to  decide.  And  I 
should  never  wish  to  see  the  case  in  whieh  \3h 
Att<»iiey-GeDeral's  opinian  is  to  give  authority 
for  dispossessing  an  individual  of  his  property; 
for  if  it  can  be  done  in  one  case  it  may  be  in 
every  caae.  Any  iodividnal  maV  be  drivra 
from  hia  property  by  military  force,  and  tb«a 
his  title  be  decided  by  an  iU-shapen,  oQe.ddtd 
statement  and  opioion  erf  the  Attomey-OeDMiL 
Agunst  such  a  aecinon  I  do  i»t>teet.  Is  it  be- 
cause joQ  have  power  on  your  side,  or.  Hut 
yon  will  not  anbmit  to  a  judicial  decision  of  thia 
qneation  I  If  there  be  a  controversy  about  a 
ri^t,  there  ought  to  be  ajudidal  decidon. 

I,  sir,  have  been  tuuble  to  see  how  an  indi- 
vidnal  having  proper^,  in  which  he  was  put 
in  poesessiouinlSM  or  '6  bya  Jodicialdeuwui, 
oould  be  dispoeed  of  it  by  the  act  of  1607,  the 
of  which  was  timitad  to  acts  doM 


to  the  United  Statea."  Waa  the  battnre  ceded 
to  the  United  States?  I  say  not,  becanae  it «» 
private  property  before  the  Umted  Statu  pas' 
sessedthesoverrigntyoflhe  country.  Bytbt 
treat;  of  1803  with  the  Oovertunenrof  Ika 
United  Statas,  tlie  rights  and  property  of  th> 
inhabitants  ot  LoiUriana  was  aecnred  to  them- 
What  then  is  the  inference  from  this  stale  rf 
the  case  t  That  the  United  States  got  poacs- 
sion  illegally,  in  defiance  oTJndidal  nutLoTf^. 
I  am  Borry  to  see  that  Itia  judicial  antbortty 
has  been  set  at  defiance,  utd  the  Presideutnl 
mandate  carried  into  eSiot  at  the  point  of  the 
baycnet,  right  or  wrong.    Tliia  was  the  a»- 
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Balbr*  <d  Nem  Oiitant. 


[H.  or  B. 


TbMe  vbo  were  pat  in  poBseedon  were  ODBted 
bfinilitarr  force.  Let  me  not  be  imdentcod 
Mtbrowing odium  on  the  Eiecatdve;  fitrfrom 
iL  I  believe  tbe  EzeootiTe  acted  oonscientloiu- 
]j,  bat  apon  an  m  parte  et&temenL  Tbe  Pres- 
idnt  was  DBTer  told  that  the  case  had  been 
infidaU;  iDTestiffttted.  Those  facts  were  taken 
nr  gr&Qted,  on  Ube  other  hand,  which  did  not 
aigt,  utd  those  which  formed  the  fonndation 
tf  t^  troe  merits  of  the  case,  were  withheld. 

Ut.  PoTOBtB  spoke  at  some  length  in  reply 
to  Kr.  Smcmnr,  and  iu  defeooe  of  the  title  qf 
tlKUcited  Btates.  Thebattarehad  many  years 
igo  bnn  considered  aa  pablio  property,  and  no 
CM  vbo  examined  the  oircnmstancee  of  the 
,  eve  oonld  for  a  moment  donbt  it.  He  sud  that 
it  hid  Derer  been  claimed  as  private  property 
initS  after  it  came  into  the  poseeenon  Oi  the 
rnited  Btates.  He  hoped  the  righta  of  the  pab- 
lio and  of  the  people  of  New  Orleans  wonld  not 
\t  trampled  upon  to  grant  the  petitioner  his 
prajer. 

ii.  Haooh  said  that  he  was  himself  in  &Tor 
of  givin;  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  the 
pnpertr  to  the  people  or  corporation  of  New 
Or)«ai)t,  and  letting  them  and  the  individDal 
Nntert  it.  There  was  nothing  new,  however, 
in  the  referenoe  of  a  subject  to  the  Head  of  a 
Department,  whose  opinion  would  have  no  more 
weight  than  reason,  and  so  far  only  onght  it  to 
kve  ««g<it  Mr.  M.  said  he  had  no  more  de- 
rire  to  interfere  with  the  jndiciary  than  either 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  spoken.  If  provj. 
rion  ma  made  for  trying  this  case,  mast  it  not 
be  extended  to  all  others?  In  order  to  do  Jna- 
Gce,  it  must  be  done  to  all.  Had  not  a  special 
oonrt  been  refased  in  relation  to  s  property  of 
much  greater  valae  than  this  ?  Befbre  Congress 
mad*  a  apecial  court  for  a  oertain  case,  they 
ought  to  look  at  the  consequences.  It  was  de- 
parUng  tma  the  general  system  of  the  nation 
to  appomt  a  court  for  a  n)ecial  case.  Perhaps 
Uxre  was  something  in  this  case  which  differed 
from  other  cases:  but  he  doubted  whether  it 
*cnlil  warrant  the  appointment  of  a  special 
Wirt.  Ur.  H.  said  he  saw  iio  other  way  of 
tnatiuj  this  snbject  bnt  by  letting  it  go  before 
fte  eonrts  already  organized.  If  the  right  was 
in  the  petitioner,  be  the  consequences  what  it 
ought,  the  dty  of  New  Orleans  had  no  right  to 
tike  it  away  from  him. 

Mr.  Tbocp  observed  that  this  case  was  prob- 
>bljoae  which  wonld  &11  nnder  the  old  mai- 
im,  aoHum  Umpui  oeewrit  regi  or  reipuilteit. 
It  qipeared  to  liim  that  there  was  a  constitu- 
lioiii]  (fifficnlty  in  this  case,  which  did  not  ap- 
pwr  to  hare  enggested  itself  to  the  mind  of  any 
lentleman.  First,  has  the  United  States  a 
^«im,  either  real  or  disputed,  to  this  territory  I 
Whether  dLiputed  or  otherwise,  provided  the 
"Iiimbe asserted  on  its  part,  the  question  is, 
i»a  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  a  power 
to  decide  the  validity  of  that  claim  I  And  if  it 
ttts,  is  it  proper  so  to  decide  it!  What  is  the 
■iliect-matter  in  dispute?  Public  property; 
■U  what  species  ?  Landed.  Then  the  question 


results,  has  Coogress  a  right,  in  order  to  deter- 
mine its  title,  to  refer  it  to  any  tribunal  what- 
ever) IcoDtendnot;  the  right  to  public  prop- 
erty was  originally  in  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try ;  they  could  never  be  divested  of  their  great 
public  right  to  the  landed  prcfierty  of  the  na- 
tion, but  by  their  ezprees  consent.  They  did 
five  that  right  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  in  declaring  that  it  should  have  power 
to  diepoee  of  and  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  ooncerning  public  territory.  Would 
it  have  hod  that  power,  if  this  right  had  not 
been  expressly  delegated  f  I  know  tliat,  nnder 
the  old  Articles  of  Confederation,  Congress  did 
undertake  to  legislate  as  to  property;  but  it 
was  always  qneetionable  whether  they  had  a 
right  to  do  BO — and  this  was  not  the  only  point 
on  whioh  Congress  did  exercise  powers  which 
were  brought  into  question.  The  right  to  de- 
termine claims  to  public  property  is  not  only 
guarantied  eiolnsively  to  C<mgrefl8  by  the  con- 
Btitution,  bnt  the  practice  has  been  invan^lj 
pursuant  to  it;  it  was  so  in  1807,  The  Gov- 
emment  not  only  asserted  its  right  in  the  first 
instance,  bnt  asserted  its  power  to  enforce  the 
right  St  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  If  the  publio 
have  always  been  in  possession  of  a  oertdn  prop- 
erty, the  man  who  enters  on  it  without  their 
consent  is  a  trespasser  on  that  property.  Upon 
this  view  of  tiie  subjeot,  there  is  a  constitu- 
tional difficulty  on  which  the  House  should  de- 
cide, before  it  entertains  a  motion  for  delegat- 
ing a  power  to  decide  this  queetioD  to  any  tri- 
bunal or  oommieeion  whatever. 

Ur.  BoTD  said,  admitting  all  the  gentleman 

had  said  to  be  tme,  his  observations  did  not 

apply  to  this  case.    He  had  spoken  of  the  right 

public  property.    The  question  now  wa^ 


whether  this  was  publio  property  or  not;  if  it 
were  certainly  public  property,  on  whici  ground 
the  gentleman  rested  his  argument,  there  could 


question  on  the  subject.  It  was  asked 
only  before  they  decided  between  the  individ- 
ual and  the  United  Btates  on  the  right  to  land, 
not  confessedly  public  property,  bat  claimed  as 
sncb,  that  fur  investigation  should  be  had. 
Ur.  B.  disclaimed  the  power  of  deciding  jndici- 
atiy  upon  the  subject ;  it  was  a  right  which  he 
had  never  thought  of  this  Honse  daiming.  A 
delay  of  justice  was  a  denial  of  it.  The  indi- 
vidual petitioning  had  been  in  possessifn  of  the 
property ;  it  had  been  taken  from  htm  by  foro^ 
--a*  u,  now  asked  a  trial  of  his  title  before 
)et«nt  courts — and  this  opportunity,  Ur. 
J  he  on^t  to  have  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible. 

Ur.  RAtnmiPB  said  he  should  vote  agidnst 
that  report.  He  said  it  was  no  part  of  his  in- 
tention to  deliver  anv  opinion  on  the  merits  of 
the  claim,  although  he  had  devoted  not  a  little 
'  '  '  '  to  the  study  of  that  qnestiOD,  for 
:  first,  that  it  would  be  a  pr^udi- 
eated  opinion,  inasmuch  as  that  was  not  the 

Mtion  whicu  the  House  were  called  upon  to 

AAa,  even  if  it  were  competent  to  decide  it. 

m  eztremdy  sorry,  said  he  that  tlie  law  of 
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180T  has  been  brought  into  view  of  this  House 
bj  1117  frienda  from  North  Carolina  aod  Geor- 
gia, and  for  this  reason ;  that  that  lav  has  no 
bearing  at  ell   on   the  jM«eent   question.     ''' 


Ject  of  that  law  I  To  defend  ogunat  a  ood- 
spiraoy,  I  ma;  propwlj  term  it — agaiiiBt  the 
lawleaa  riolenoe  of  coofederated  aasooistions,  a 
vast  property.  How  has  it  been  applied  t  Not 
to  a  great  pnblio  property,  but  to  a  speck  of 
land,  to  which,  as  1  understand  it,  a  siogle  in- 
diTianal,  or  at  most  three  or  four,  put  in  a 
claim.  Snch  an  applioation  as  that  of  the  lavr 
in  question  was  cerer  intended  bj  tbe  Legisla- 
ture; and,  if  applied  to  such  a  prc^rtj  as  t)ie 
battnre,  and  to  tlie  case  of  a  single  individual, 
may  be  applied  to  the  property  of  every  man 
in  sodety.  Wh^  ia  the  dootriue  of  my  friend 
from  Georgia!  That  tbe  pnblio  are  always 
Buppoeed  to  be  in  poaceaioa  of  the  natioiial 
domain.  True,  air,  and  it  is  also  trae  that 
thoee  who  enter  upon  it  and  endeavor  to  appro- 
priate it  to  themselves,  are  trcapassOTs,  and  as 
■aoh,  may  be  resisted  by  force.  Bnt  that  is  not 
the  ease  in  the  present  question — v«7  &t  from 
it — for  the  pnblio  never  had  been  in  poeeeasion 
of  the  property  in  question. 

Without  attempting  to  enter  into  the  merits 
of  the  renl  title  to  the  land  in  qaestion,  let  us 
take  it  on  the  ground  of  tbe  ri^t  of  the  citizen. 
j^  citizen  comes  before  this  House,  and  com- 
plsius  that  he  is  dispoesesaed  of  his  common 
right  by  arbitrary  power.  If,  after  a  cauae  has 
been  beard  by  a  court,  and  a  citizen  put  in  pos- 
aession  of  a  property,  by  a  decree  of  that  conrt, 
he  is  dispowessed  of  it  by  military  violence, 
where,  if  not  liefbre  this  Hoose,  is  be  to  prefer 
his  claim  for  redress  t  There  is  no  court  before 
wbioh  he  can  go,  because  the  court  which  is 
the  last  resort  in  uiis  esse  has  already  unsvul- 
in^y  given  its  decision.    There  is  no  court  of 


bis  ftivor  on  the  appeal,  what  is  any  decree  to 
avail  against  armed  men — against  mneiiets  and 
bayonets)  But  this  is  not  the  only  reason 
wfij  I  am  aorry  that  the  act  of  160T  has  been 
brooght  in  to  apply  to  this  case.  It  is  becanse, 
if  this  Hoose  can  be  once  prevailed  upon  to 
consider  this  case  as  analogous  to  the  Yazoo 
case,  many  most  iiynriona  conaeqaenoes  must 
follow  therefrom.  The  flrst  is,  that  that  odious 
and  snpremel;  infamoas  elaim  will  be  put  npon 
ft  ground  which  it  is  by  no  meims  eutiUed  bo 
ocxnipy ;  and  I  entreat  my  friend  from  Georgia, 
,  ud  tboae  whose  minds  are  unalterably  made 
np  on  tbe  Taioo  question,  not  to  give  their 
enenuM  snob  a  prize  as  the?  mnst  have  on  na, 
if  we  agree  to  confound  the  Yazoo  claim  with 
that  before  the  Honse.  There  is  no  sort  of 
analt^y  between  them.  On  the  other  band, 
^r,  supposing  tbe  right  to  be  in  the  United 
States,  I  beg  gentlemen  not  to  create  so  fordble 
an  interest  against  the  rights  of  the  United 
States  as  will  infalllblj  be  embodied  agwost  it 
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if  we  confound  the  two.  1  have  no  idea  of 
giving  the  Yazoo  men  such  a  handle.  A^it, 
let  na  aappoee,  if  we  can  suppose  it,  that  tlv 
right  is  in  tbe  petitioner ;  may  it  not,  nppa*- 
ing  a  great  minority  of  the  House  to  be  ipnot 
the  Yazoo  claim — we  do  not  know  how  they 
are  disposed — may  it  not  create  an  onjiut  biu 
against  the  peHtianer!  80  that  in  whataTV 
sspect  we  view  it,  it  is  not  only  impolitiG,  bnt, 
what  is  worse,  ejlremely  nqjost  to  ut^t^it  to 
identify  tbe  two  case*.  And,  sir,  it  is  a  msttar 
of  curioDB  speculation,  that  wMle  ths  act  of 
ISO?  has  been  brongbt  into  operati(»  in  tk 
case  of  a  toUtary  individual  and  a  little  neck 
of  property  to  which  it  was  not  intciidad  to 
apply,  even  snppodng  tbe  case  in  qoestioa  to 
to  have  arisen  subsequently  to  the  psAsgeof 
that  sctj  that,  although  it  has  been  nustpfilied 
in  this  case,  it  has  not  been  applied  to  tbe  csm 
to  which  it  was  intoided  to  apply,  and  Ar 
which  it  was  enacted ;  for,  if  I  understood  dv 
Mend  from  Geor^a  a  few  days  ago,  Boms  biD- 
dreds  or  thoasanos  of  intmdwB  have  act  tben- 
aelvee  down  on  the  pnblio  lands,  and  the  public 
force  has  never  been  employed  snunattbem. 
On  the  contrary,  tbe  art^ery  of  Govemmeat 


deiB  bad  agreed  to  remain  aa  tenants  at  viH; 
but,  let  them  remain  till  they  are  sofEdtatlj 
strong,  and  thej  will  give  yon  another  ohspttf 
in  tbe  history  of  Wyoming ;  for,  after  thej  tin 
sufficiently  strong  to  bold  iernUxtj,  slthon^ 
the  arm  (J  Government  baa  been  applied  hm- 
oefefully  to  onat  a  sin^e  individual  pnl  is  pM- 
sesdon  by  a  decree  of  a  court,  you  will  £ud  it 
nerveless  to  expel  these  men. 

With  regard  to  the  doctrine  nuHiiat  la^ 
.  nfrrtf  rA;m5{ie(S,itiBadaugeronsdoclnne|i' 
carried  to  the  extent  to  which  I  a^iprehend  mj 
friend  from  GeorMa  would  carry  it.  1  yentnie 
to  say  that  the  abuse  of  that  doctrine  in  tbt 
celebrated  case  of  Sir  John  Lowther  sjidtbe 
Duke  of  Portland,  which  created  one  gensil 
sentiment  of  indignation  in  tbe  British  uiiiv 
-an  attempt  under  that  maxim  to  depriret 
il^ect,  hostile  to  tbe  Court,  of  properlj  of 
which  he  had  been  long  ia  pcesassion,  fiir  the 
purpose  of  trtuaferring  it  to  a  minion  of  tlis 
Conrt — that  case,  with  all  its  aggravated  efiw 
mities,  does  not  come  up  to  tbe  case  before  the 
House ;  and  I  speak  without  reference  to  ih* 
question  whether  the  petitioner  has  a  ri^t  « 
not  to  the  property  in  this  case.  Tbe  qastioa 
of  right  is  not  before  the  Uonee,  and  that  quB»- 
tion,  decide  which  way  yon  will,  can  have  ni) 
sort  of  weight  in  tbe  vole  which  the  Hoow 
ought  to  ^ve.  The  question  is  this :  Having 
been  long  in  posseasion  of  a  piece  of  land,  tba 
title  daeds  destroyed,  records  burnt,  and  pos- 
session the  only  title  yon  have  to  abov,  ao  st- 
tempt  is  made  to  di^KMsess  yon  of  the  propertj ; 
a  decree  of  conrt  confirms  your  right;  if  the 
individual,  under  these  circuuistances,  csd  be 
turned  out .  of  poesesdon  by  m»n  force  toi 
strength,  and  that,  too,  military  foroe,  there  a 
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in  end  in  tbd  right  to  property  of  erery 
in  the  aonatiy.    Sir,  I  hare  been  astoiuahad, 
ud  grieved  and  mortifled,  to  soe  «o  little  sent 
tioa  creftted  in  this  nation  by  the  prooodnre 
«iM«tioii.    It  Btrikea  at  the  root  of  every  thing 
dew  to  freemen.    There  is  an  end  of  their 

What,  then,  is  this  case)  An  indlTidnal 
eoniM  before  as,  and  says,  that  after  baring  Iwen 
pot  in  possessioa  of  a  piece  of  land,  (I  spealf 
Dot  of  the  validity  of  his  title ;  it  is  not  con- 
coned  in  this  qaestioe,)  he  was  disposaewed  by 
mijjlary  force  of  thia  property.  These  two  facts 
I  do  not  nnderatond  any  member  of  thia  Bouse 
to  deny.  And  what  does  he  claim  t  He  claims 
<A  yoit,  as  the  gnardisjis  of  tJie  rights  of  every 
mm  in  society,  jvttiee.  And  where  do  yon 
tend  him  I  To  ue  Attorney-OeneraL  I  vrill 
nppose  that  in  the  Lowther  and  Portland  case, 
the  Dnke  of  Portland  had  been  referred  to  the 
AUomey-Qeneral.  Would  the  English  nation 
bare  endured  it  f  No,  sir.  Uuoh  leaa  would 
Ibey  have  endured,  military  as  the  nation 
wndng  by  tha  introdaotion  of  large  standing 
tmue^  that  he  ehonld  have  been  dUpoaaesaea 
of  his  propert;^  by  an  anned  military  force,  at 
the  fiat  of  the  Crown.  The  qnestion  is,  what 
dicnild  be  done  7  Sir,  what  ahonid  not  be  done  is 
pwfedJy  clear.  It  ought  not  to  be  done  that 
tbe  petitioner  abonld  tie  sent  to  the  Attoroey- 
Gtneral,  who  has  already  dven  an  opinion  on 
hit  elsim,  though  tliat  is  very  immat^Hal, 
Kbidi  opinion  it  seems  we  oonnot  find.  If  I 
mderatfmd  any  thing  of  thia  Government, 
however,  it  ought  to  be  on  record,  and  tlus  re- 
turn of  non  at  ineentut  ought  not  to  have  been 
nceived.  All  that  we  have  to  do,  it  appears 
to  n>e,  ia  to  malce  a  provision,  in  ttie  natnre  of 
adeckratorylaw,  not  amending  theactof  ISOT, 
bnt,  deelaring  wliat  the  law  U ;  and  we  ought 
to  quiet  the  rights,  and  tbe  mind  too,  of  every 
man  in  society,  by  declaring  that,  by  the  airt  of 
1807,  it  was  not  intended  to  anthorize  the  Pres- 
idoit  of  the  United  States  to  interpose  the 
b^onet  l>etween  the  ooarts  of  jnstice  and  tbe 
tafridaaL  This  power  never  has  been  given, 
Mver  was  intended  to  be  given. 

Ur.  Gold  said  that  thia  was  one  of  the  most 
Wotiaut  snbjecta  that  had  ever  been  brought 
txnm  the  Honae.  He  did  not  mean  to  enter  into 
the  merits  of  the  case.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  very  clearly  eipressed  all  those 
aatimenta  which  every  manmust  feel  on  bear- 
iag  the  history  of  this  case;  and  as  regarded 
tl>e  giomid  taken,  of  nullum  temput  oeearrit, 
tlw  gentieman  had  repelled  it  very  properly — 
ud  Indeed  in  that  country  whence  the  maiim 
l>id  been  derived,  whenever  it  was  attempted 
to  b«  pot  in  iotoa  against  ancient  possessions, 
ithad  been  executed  with  great  difficulty.  It 
>■  in  tbe  very  teeth  of  Magna  Charta,  which 

71  that  a  freeman  shall  not  be  dispossessed 
hia  fteeliold  withont  a  better  right  is  ascer- 
taioed.  There  are  a  varietyof  fbrms  by  which 
the  right  is  guarded.  If  I,  aud  Ur.  G.,  nnder- 
■wdtbe  gentleman  &om  QeorgM,(Hr.  TbovpO 
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a  aacrifice  of  the  rights  of  the 
o  permit  a  decision  on  its  prop- 
ito  the  hands  of  third  persons. 
„  d  the  prerogative  is  not  carried 
Tbe  Grown  has  freijoently  ccmsented 
that  the  right  of  Government  should  pass  into 
tbe  hands  of  third  persons,  vii:  of  comoiis- 
siouers,  for  the  purpose  of  investigation. 

I  will  not  trouble  the  House  with  lengthy  re- 
marks on  this  sul^ect.  I  can  hardly  advert  to 
it  without  fueling  all  that  has  been  much  more 
eloquently  expressed  by  tbe  gentieman  from 
Vir^ia  than  it  is  in  my  power  to  express  it. 
Let  gentlemen  look  around  and  see  if  they  can 
find  a  precedent  for  this  transaction.  And 
when  we  consider  it,  every  man's  feelings  must 
be  operated  upon  too  atronglv  to  permit  him  to 
argue.  The  conrse  snggested  by  tiie  gentleman 
from  Virginia  must  prevail,  or  we  no  longer 
lire  under  a  Government  of  laws,  and  those 
principles  on  which  it  is  founded  are  destroyed. 
Tlie  man  ousted  must  be  put  in  possession, 
must  be  restored  to  Uie  possession  of  tbe  prop- 
erty which  the  hand  of  violence  has  wrested 
from  him  ;  and  I  hope  that  a  proposition  to 
this  effect  in  a  proper  shape  will  be  presented. 
Ur.  Gholson  said  he  thought  it  would  better 
tcome  the  character  of  this  assembly  to  di»- 
iss  every  sobject  with  calmness  and  delibera- 
)n,  and  on  its  own  merits,  than  to  endeavor  to 
infiuence  the  decision  by  on  appeal  to  the  pas- 
sions. It  was  important  thai  such  a  course 
ahould  be  pursued,  whether  with  reference  to  a 
great  political  principle  or  to  tiiB  interest  of  the 
individual  whose  rights  were  said  to  hare  been 
wantonly  prostrated  at  the  Executive  will.  I 
(said  Ur.  Q.)  have  been  early  taught,  and  the 
doctrine  has  grown  with  my  years,  that  the 
right  of  property  is  not  one  of  the  lesst  con- 
sideration in  a  free  constitotion.  It  is  of  a 
sacredly  inviolable  that,  when  clearly 
ascertained,  I  would  never  enoroaoh  upon  it 
by  any  means  but  through  tlie  regular  consti- 
tuted authority.  It  would  have  been  under  this 
impression  that,  had  I  been  a  member  of  tbe 
Legislature  when  the  law  of  1807  was  intro- 
duced into  the  statute  book,  I  should  have  l>een 
opposed  to  it.  But  receiving  all  tbe  sanctions 
of  a  law,  and  as  such  contaimng  a  rule  of  con- 
duct in  certain  specified  cases,  what  was  tbe 
Executive  to  do  t  Was  he  to  set  at  defiance 
the  taw  of  tbe  land  t  A  doctrine  like  this  can 
never  be  contended  for.  It  seems,  however, 
that  to  satisty  gentlemen  the  President  should 
hare  refused  to  carry  this  law  into  execution, 
which  I  acknowledge  does  usurp  judicial  author- 
ity.— pfr,  Bandolph  Bwd  that  nis  gronnd  was 
that  the  President  had  not  executed  the  law. 
iConstitDttouB],  the  Pres- 
ident having  signed  it,  it  would  become  Lis 
duty  to  carry  il  into  effect.  But  he  denied  that 
he  had  carried  it  into  effect.]  Upon  that  point, 
oontinned  Mr.  G.,  my  colleague  and  I  are  at 
issue.  I  rise  not  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
ol^m,  whioh  I  have  no  disposition  to  do.  I  rise 
to  defend  the  late  President  of  the  Umtad  Statee, 
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to  eodeavor,  to  the  extoiit  of  m7  feeble  powers, 
to  place  this  qneetion  in  a  proper  point  of  view. 
If  the  President  of  the  United  Stotet  has  gone 
beyond  the  letter  of  the  law,  which  iteelf  tends 
to  encroach  on  the  rights  of  the  citizeiL  1  would 
be  the  last  person  to  jnstif;  him  in  thus  trea- 
pasnng  on  the  dearest  rights  of  a  freemaD.  Bat  it 
IS  Tery  easj'  to  show  that  he  has  not  eioeeded 
the  eiprese  proriBions  of  the  law  in  qnestioD. 

The  act  of  1807  cont^ns  two  olanses  having 
a  bearing  on  the  BQbject ;  the  flrat  asoertuning 
the  character  of  the  persons  to  be  onsted,  and 
the  second  pTOviding  the  means  of  oosting 
thetn.  The  President  is  authorized  to  eiercise 
this  power,  either  where  property  was  pro- 
vionslj  in  possesuon,  in  which  case  he  is  to 
^T6  mjtice,  or  where  it  was  Bnbseqnently  en- 
tered on,  in  which  case  he  is  not  required  to 
give  notice.  It  is  easy  to  show  that  this  is  one 
of  the  cases  contemplated  by  that  act.  It  b 
well  known  that  the  fendol  law  did  exist  in 
Lonisiana,  previous  to  its  acqmsition  by  the 
United  States,  and  that  by  that  law  allnvion 
does  Bccme  to  the  Grown.  Kow,  if  the  fenda) 
law  did  exist,  and  by  that  law  allnvion  did 
accroe  to  the  Grown  of  France,  does  it  not  fol- 
low that  the  same  right  did  aocroe  to  the  United 
States  by  the  deed  of  cession  from  Prance,  who 
owned  ^e  territory)  If  the  clumaot  was  in 
possession  when  this  act  passed,  it  became  the 
dnty  of  the  Preeident  of  the  United  States  to 
give  him  three  months'  notice  previous  to  his 
removal ;  if  not,  no  snch  notice  was  neoeesary. 
On  this  point  I  need  only  refer  to  the  &ot  that 
it  wa9  not  so  early  as  the  possa^  of  the  act, 
indeed  not  till  the  28d  of  May,  that  the  dwm- 
ante  came  into  possesHion.  They  were  qnieted 
in  possession,  so  far  as  the  rights  of  the  Unitad 
States  were  not  oonoemed,  on  the  38d  of  May, 

isor. 

The  decifflon  of  the  corporation  conrt  of  New 
Orleans  is  relied  on  as  giving  a  title  to  the  peti- 
tioner. That  that  dociaioii  did  at  all  sSeot,  in 
the  remotest  possible  degree,  the  right  of  the 
United  Stalos,  is  a  position  which  do  man  ac- 
qnsjnted  with  the  principles  of  law  will  contend 
for.  The  decision  cannot  affect  the  right  of  the 
United  States,  becaose  it  was  not  contested  or 
defended  before  that  court. 

It  is  swd  that  the  fendal  law  does  not  exist 
in  France.  From  time  immemorial  it  has  ex- 
isted all  over  Europe.  That  it  exists  at  this 
time  in  this  conntry  there  can  be  no  donbL  The 
'  right  to  lands  is  allodial,  bat  is  inherent  in  the 
GovernmenL  Is  it  denied  that  the  Oovem- 
ment  can  take  property  from  an  individnal, 
making  him  compensation  therefor?  If  the 
right  to  land  be  indefeasible,  could  the  Govern- 
ment ran  a  road  throi^h  it?  It  certainly  conld 
not  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that 
I  do  not  att«mpt  to  say  where  the  real  right  to 
the  property  in  i^nestion  does  reside.  Bot  I  do 
say,  that,  according  to  the  treaty  of  oesaion,  it 
did  become  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  exercise  the  power  which  the  Presi- 
dent tmder  the  law  of  1S07  did  make  use  of. 


If  there  has  been  any  violaliw  of  right,  it 
was  in  the  paasage  of  the  law  onder  which  tha 
Prwident  acted.  It  was  such  a  one  as,  under 
present  persuasion,  I  could  not  have  voted  kt, 
even  to  remove  a  Yazoo  porchner.  1  wooU 
even  give  to  such  a  one  hts  right  to  a  bir  trial 
t  would  not  have  agreed  to  pass  it,  for  a  reascn 
^ven  a  dsy  or  two  ago,  that  the  right  to  triil 
by  jury  is  inalienable ;  it  is  a  rig^  which  de- 
scends to  ns  with  onr  other  birth-rij^ls;  it  is 
one  withont  which  liberty  is  but  a  name.  It 
was  an  unfortunate  circumBtance  that  such  t 
law  did  pass.  Bnt  if  the  Legislature  tbon^t 
proper  to  enact  saoh  a  law,  let  tbcan  not,  ia 
the  name  of  the  great  God,  throw  the  Uams 
on  their  instrument,  on  the  Present,  who 
was  innocent  of  &alt,  and  iMund  to  cany 
the  itatnt«  into  effect.  There  is  undoubted 
proof  that  the  President  only  acted  in  pnm- 
anoe  of  the  stataie.  The  retroactive  part  <i 
the  statute  is  the  most  horrible  featnre  in  it. 

Bnt  it  is  said  that  this  is  an  eitzeme  cm, 
that  this  small  spot  was  selected  as  theolyectof 
Exeentive  vengeance.  I  am  informed  that  in 
almost  every  instance  of  intrusion  on  the  pab- 
lie  lands,  Mttlement  was  made  by  individnsl 
claimants.  I  would  rather  give  np  fifty  timet 
the  value  of  land  of  the  United  States  than  to 
encroach  against  law  on  that  of  any  individiuL 
It  was  not  the  exeoution  of  the  law  which  eo- 
omaohed  on  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  init  th« 
law  itself.  I  would  ask,  how  can  it  be  con- 
tended to  the  contrary!  Who  was  iu  paeacB- 
sion  ai  the  land  when  the  law  passed )  It  had 
been  used  aa  public  property,  and  had  evei? 
requisite  to  that  character ;  and  as  such,  when 
any  one  took  posseKdon  of  it,  the  Pregjdent 
woiJd  not  have  done  his  duty  under  the  act  rf 
1807,  had  he  not  caosed  them  to  beremovtd. 

UoiTDAT,  June  26. 
Hbn-Intereoarse. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shilib,  the  noose  resomed 
the  conaderation  of  the  report  of  the  CommittM 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  to 
revive  and  amend  certain  parte  of  the  act  iottr- 
dioting  commerdal  intercourse. 

Mr.  DuTA.  Bud  the  amendment  moved  to  A* 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  &om  Virginia  (Mr. 
Sbivfxt)  went  to  give  a  construction  to  the 
bill  which  would  operate  as  a  complete  eicii- 
sion  of  the  vessels  of  both  powers  noti!  a  sstis- 
factory  adjustment  of  all  existing  diSerenoM 
shall  liave  taken  place.  What^  aaii  Mr.  D.,  is 
the  situation  in  which  we  are  now  placed)  Oa 
what  principle  is  it  that  British  ships  were  fint 
excluded  and  on  whioh  their  exclusion  was  COD- 
firmed  by  the  non-intercourse  law  t  Thay  were 
originally  excluded  by  the  proclamation  of  tlH 
Prudent  of  the  United  States  in  cooseqaeace 
of  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake.  The  Pr«s- 
idont  of  the  United  States  now  in  office  has  de- 
clared his  acceptance  of  the  proffered  temw  of 
satisfaction  for  that  outrage.    And,  ailer  thtt, 

'  proposed  that  we  shall  oontimie  the  nwas- 
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ire  d  bostilit;  whea  the  canse  alone  which  led 
to  it  ia  complete!  J  done  Bwajt  I  should  imp- 
pen  thai  in  th«  very  act  of  a^ostment,  which 
took  place  between  the  British  inoiater  and 
the  American  Becretarj,  it  is  implied  that  we 
AaM  do  Dothios  further  on  this  satiject  The 
Presdent  of  the  United  States  has  accepted  the 
ytJ^etioD  offered ;  he  has  declared  th< 
tenna,  when  performed,  to  bo  satisfactory. 
And  an  gentlemen  considering  the  restoratioo 
rf  the  «eftmei)  taken  from  the  Ohesapeake  as  a 
nMDD  why  we  should  oontinne  the  interdict  t 
If  He  eiamine  this  solgect  fairfy,  the  great 
principle  of  reparation  was  disavowed  of  the 
tiiim  to  search  our  armed  vessela,  and  a  hoin- 
•fe  to  our  rixbts.  That  matter  mast  be  deem- 
ed to  be  ntlTed,  if  the  President  of  the  United 
St«tea  bad  anthority  to  seUle  it.  If  the  Pres- 
ident bad  not  power  to  settle  it,  this  famishes 
Rrong  eridenoe  that  the  vote  of  approbation  of 
bis  eondnot  was  a  proper  proposition. 

Aa  to  the  interdiction  by  the  non-intercourse 
lA,  1  apprehend  that  was  founded  on  the  viola- 
tioD  of  our  neutral  rights  by  the  bdltserent 
powers,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
bang  anUiorized  to  renew  trade  whenever  the 
(diets  Tiotating  our  lawfiil  oommerce  should  be 
KToked.  Whether  or  not  the  President  has 
ione  right  in  accepting  the  assurance  instead  of 
the  Eict,  gentlemen  have  considered  it  nnneoes- 
Krj  for  them  to  express  any  opinion  npon  it. 
Ifdierebeno  edict  affecting  oar  lawfiu  com- 
ti>«ree  m  force  by  one  belligerent,  the  interdict 
is  at  an  end  in  point  of  &ct  in  relation  to  that  one. 
tU  qaestion  of  the  afiair  of  the  Chesapeake  is 
Mtlled,  if  the  Preradent  had  power  to  settle  it ; 
andaalo  the  other  canse  of  interdiction,  the 
Fittident  has  declared  that  the  British  orders 
^  have  been  rovoted  on  the  10th  of  June. 
Bai the  Premdent  act«d  correctly  or  not?  If 
be  baa  acted  correctly  in  taking  the  assorance 
fortbe&ct,  the  very  prindpleof  thenon-lnter- 
ooDne  ia  at  an  end  as  respects  one  of  the  belli- 
geresta,  andthere  can.  be  no  gronnd  for  the  ez- 
tlinon  of  BKtieh  armed  vessels. 

Kr,  Tatlob  said  ho  thonght  the  gentleman 
Erom  Connectdcat  need  the  word  hostility  in  re- 
lation to  tbis  measare  of  inclading  Briti^  arm- 
•dTeasals  from  the  United  States.  Now,  I  be- 
hye,  gir,  said  Mr.  T.,  that  if  we  go  to  the  opin- 
ima  eatertained,  not  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  but  entertained  and  expressed  in 
UiBTery  foundation  of  the  arrangement  which 
THinade,  it  will  be  found  that  the  very  hostil- 
ilj  intended  to  bo  produced  by  the  President's 
pradsfflBtion  ceased  at  the  moment  when  we 
pawd  the  non-interconrse  act  in  which  we 
Hdnded  the  vessels  of  both  the  belligerenta. 
^  hostility  was  in  the  admission  of  the  arm- 
ed renela  of  one,  and  excluding  those  of  the 
Mber.  It  ceased  by  the  non-interconrse  law, 
nd  H)  aatiafaoteTy  was  this  law  of  the  last  ses- 
■icn,  that  it  was  the  very  foundation  on  which 
tb«  overture  was  made  which  ended  so  mach 
ki  the  latisfiiction  of  this  nation.  So  that,  in 
^  when  we  perpetoate  the  order  of  things 


prodnced  by  that  act,  we  do  not  perpetuate  the 
state  of  ihmgs  produced  by  the  interdictory 
proclamation  of  the  late  President.  It  was 
matter  of  aatisfaction  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment, as  expressed  by  their  Minister  here,  that 
the  quality  of  hostility  in  the  exclusion  of  her 
vessels  was  taken  away  by  the  non-interconrse 
law.  Have  we  promised,  in  the  negotiation 
which  has  taken  place,  that  we  will  commit  an 
act  of  hostility  against  France  for  the  boon 
which  we  have  received  from  thehand  of  Great 
Britain  ?  No,  sir ;  and  yet,  if  we  take  the  Ae&- 
nition  of  Mr.  Oaiming,  as  to  exclnding  the  ves- 
sels of  one  belligerent  and  receiving  those  of 
the  other,  according  to  the  mode  proposed  by 
the  amendment,  wi&ont  the  sentence  moved  to 
be  admitted  to  it,  it  will  in  fact  be  agreeing  to 
go  to  war  with  France.  According  to  the  opin- 
ion  of  Britain,  proran1gat«d  not  only  to  this 
Government  bat  to  the  world  according  to  the 
demonstration  made  hy  the  British  Government, 
yon  will  undertake  a  measnre  of  active  hostil- 
ity against  France  ;  for  what!  For  any  great 
boon  that  this  Government  has  received  fVora 
the  hands  of  Great  Brittun !  No,  sir.  If  all  the 
promises  were  fulfilled  to  their  full  extent,  we 
should  then  receive  but  justice  at  her  bands. 
It  was  acknowledged,  too,  in  the  discussion 
which  took  place,  that  any  nation,  particnlarly 
a  neutral  nation,  has  a  right  to  exclude  the  arm- 
ed vessels  of  both  belligerents  ;  but  that,  on  the 
ooatrary,  the  state  now  proposed  to  he  prodno- 
ed,  the  exclusion  of  one  and  admission  of  the 
other,  is  an  act  of  hostility  of  the  party  exclud- 
ed. As  I  would  not  be  compelled  by  the  utmost 
ill  usage  by  either  belligerent  to  take  port  with 
the  other  against  that  one,  neither  will  I  take  a 
consent  or  refusal  from  one  or  the  other,  to  do 
justice  as  a  motive  for  alliance,  or  a  war 
which  shall  ooropromit  oar  neutrality.  I  now 
speak  of  both,  for  both  have  used  ns  as  ill  as 
in  their  power.  As  kicks  and  cn&  have 
^ompeUea  us  to  take  part  with  them,  neither 
shall  caresses  or  fawning,  for  we  will  mete  out 
equal  measure  of  Justioe  to  both.  I  consid- 
the  state  of  thinw  prodnced  bv  the  non-in- 
rcourse  as  totally  distinct  from  that  produced 
by  the  proclamation  of  our  late  iUnstrions  Prea- 

Mr.  Fbk.— It  was  my  intention  not  to  have 
troubled  the  House  vfith  any  remarka  on  the 
bill  now  under  consideration.  I  could  readily 
have  reconciled  it  to  my  feelings  to  have  given 
a  Blent  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill,  had  not  so 
many  and  various  objections  been  made  against 
But  as  it  seems  to  be  ol^ectionahle,  and 

isceptible  of  so  many  amendments,  in  the 
opinion  of  so  many  gentlemen,  the  House  will 
indulge  me,  while  I  ofibrthe  reasons  which  will 
govern  my  vote. 

This  bill  for  which  we  were  convened,  has, 
during  the  time  we  have  been  here,  received  aa 
jet  but  a  small  portion  of  our  attention ;  and  It 
is  so  Important  that  upon  its  passage,  and  the 
principles  it  shall  embrace,  may  depend  the 
deatdniea  of  onr  oonntry.    It  deservoe  oor  im- 
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m«di«te  and  most  HerionB  KtUntion,    I  hope  it 
msT  be  000II7  and  diBpasrionatelj  enumned, 

Ana  treated  Moording  to  its  real  import 

Ita  principles  hare  bMn  oareftill;  aod  aoi  . 
looalj  inTestigal«d  by  the  committee  who  le' 
ported  it,  or  a  bill  Bimilar  in  its  pronBloiiH, 
of  which  committee  I  had  the  honor  to  be  a 


The  1    „ 

interdicted.         . .  _ . 

decided  in  dispoainff  of  this  bill,  and  that 
epeeting  pablio  sbipe ;  for  I  believe  aH  will 
agree  to  renew  the  noo-interconrae  act 
apects  France.  The  question  is,  what  r^fiila- 
tion  shall  we  make  re^>eotiQg  public  ships,  and 
one  of  three  conrvea  is  to  be  pnrsaed  I  Shall 
we  exolade  both,  admit  both,  or  diserimlnftte  t 

There  are  man;  who  wonld  be  willing  to  «Z' 
dnde  the  armed  sbqis  of  everf  foreign  power 
from  onr  harbors  and  waters.  And  conaider- 
iiig  what  we  hare  sofiered  bj  admitting  them, 
it  mar  be  well  onestioned  whether  it  woold  not 
be  the  best  policy  of  this  nation  to  interdict 
them  bj  a  permanent  law.  Tet  many  gentle- 
men olject  to  this,  as  b^n^  inexpedient  at  this 
pwiod.  It  is  said,  and  it  la  the  principal  argn- 
ment  nrged  against  it,  that  it  might  embarrass 
flor  impMiditig  Defpitiadoas  with  Great  Britain 
to  interdict  her  public  aUpa  by  tUs  aoL  As  I 
feel  as  mnoh  disposed  for  an  amioable  a^ost- 
ment  of  oar  differences  with  that  nation  as  any 
member  of  this  House,  and  woold  be  as  on- 
willing  to  embsrrasa  the  negotiation,  I  would 
not  inaist  on  this  iuterdictioo. 

It  is  also  said  that  England  haa  made  repa- 
ration, or  agreed  to  make  reparation,  for  the 
aggression  which  caused  the  interdiction  of  her 
pioblio  ships,  aod  that  as  the  caose  no  longer 
eiists  the  interdiction  shonld  cease.  Btit  to  ; 
and  may  we  never  have  fresh  caose  to  renew  it  1 

Bot,  say  gentlemen,  we  most  not  now  recede 
from  uie  groaod  we  have  taken  with  respect  to 
Kance,  we  moat  diacriminate.  Let  ns  for  a 
moment  view  the  ground  we  have  taken — not 
only  as  relates  to  Frsnce,  bot  England  also. 

We  are  not  at  war  with  either  of  the  belliger- 
ents. Our  Ministers  at  llieir  reapec^Te  Oomls 
are  endeavoring  to  n^tiate,  and  by  n^otia' 
tion  to  obtain  redress  ror  the  mjoriee  of  which 
ire  oomplaio,  and  whatever  preoantionary  mess- 
nree  we  might  adopt  woold  not  be  deemed  a 
Tiolation  of  our  nentral  ohanutter,  so  lung  as 
those  measnres  were  eqnally  applicable  to  both 
the  belligerenta.  We  could  not  be  deemed  to 
have  taken  part  with  either  to  the  pr^odice  of 
the  other,  while  no  other  was  beneoted  by  onr 
meaaores.  While  British  public  ships  were  In- 
terdicted, and  oor  embargo  existed,  an  offer  was 
Diade  to  both  the  belligeronts  to  resome  onr 
trade — the  same  equal  terms  were  tendered  to 
boQi.  The  nation  refusing  is  left  without  a 
unse  of  complaint  against  us,  for  resomiog  onr 
trade  with  the  nation  accepting  the  ofier. 

Before  either  nation  does  accept,  America 
obangea  ho*  position.  The  Bm1)argo  is  aban- 
dcmed,  and  a  general  interdiction  of  the  public 


ships  of  England  and  France,  and  a  noa-inUr- 
OOQcne  with  these  nations  end  their  dspmd- 
enoies,  is  snbstitated.  By  this  non-iala«ciiiM 
act,  the  particolar  interdiction  is  merged  ist 
genenl  regulation.  This  was  to  exist  until  tlie 
end  of  the  next  session  of  Congiea  oolf .  lliig 
was  virtoally  saying,  that  the  proclsmttioa  in- 
terdicting British  public  vess^  frem  onr  wa- 
ters for  aparticoloraggresdon  shall  be  NToked; 
and  a  general  mnnicipal  regolatioB,  OT«r  wbidi 
the  Freeideut  shall  have  no  control,  ahsll  be 
sabetitnted  in  ita  stead.  It  was  then,  in  oris 
to  preserve  our  neutnl  character,  tsxtxtx] 
that  this  rale  riioutd  embrace  both  tiie  beDigo^ 
ents.  It  m^  be  sud,  and  has  indeed  b«ea  &t- 
queutly  said,  that  the  reason  of  eitendiog  thii 
restriction  to  France,  was  her  having  borot  oa 
vessels  and  imprisoned  onr  seamen.  But  neia, 
at  least  in  the  history  of  diplomacy,  have  caoae 
and  effect  been  more  distant  and  ODGonneclel 
Franoe,  on  the  high  seaa.  bums  our  TeeKJi,  ud 
in  her  own  territories  imprisons  Mir  sesmeiL 
We,  at  the  distance  of  three  thoosand  miles,  in- 
terdict onr  ports  and  waters  to  her  public  shipi, 
which  do  not  or  dare  not  come  within  En 
hundred  leagues  of  the  line  of  our  interdicUd 
territoiy,  and  this  is  to  retaliate  for  theiggre*- 
sion.  Can  this  interdiction  be  defended  on  this 
ground )  It  cannot.  There  most  hara  eiisei 
other  reason.  It  was  to  preeure  out  rt- 
IS  with  the  belligerents  in  that  stita  tbt 
should  be  eon^tent  with  our  prof«s«am  rf 
uentralitT. 
Had  the  interdiction  been  confined  to  Bndah 
t9sels  by  tikis  law,  what  would  GreU  Biilsia 
have  said  to  this  discrimination  T  Id  vain  might 
we  have  told  her  that  we  meant  to  preserre  onr 
neutral  character,  and  not  to  take  a  part  villi 
ies  in  the  war  against  her.  Onr  Kb 
wonld  have  been  directly  opposed  to  oor  pw- 
'■  »ions.  With  this  discriminating,  pennsneiit| 
anicipal  law,  conld  we  expect  Grest  BrilM 
treat  with  as  as  a  neutral  t  If  we  did,  va 
ahonid  be  ^sutpoioted.  I^  then,  it  be  ioei- 
pedient  to  make  this  ^soriminatioa  sguod 
Great  Britain,  how  is  it  less  so,  when  dimled 
against  France  t  We  are  to  admit  JJritiab  ud 
exolade  the  French.  And,  are  we  to  endearcc 
negotiate,  as  neutrals,  with  France,  upon  this 
Dond,  with  any  reasonable  prospect  of  x^ 

m )    It  is  desirable  that  the  commerdsl  inter- 

coorse  between  this  oonntry  and  France  iliaiild 
be  restored.  Peace  and  free  trade  is  the  ioW^ 
est  and  the  otyect  of  America.  While  we  thror 
wide  open  the  door  of  negotiation  to  Enriuii, 
why  should  we  shut  it  agoiSBt  Fraocel  While 
we  facilitate  negotiations  with  the  British,  whT 
should  we  embarraBS  and  prevent  tbesame  with 
the  French)  I  wish  to  leave  the  Executive  mo 
treaty-making  powers  of  onr  Government  fte* 
and  unshackled,  to  enter  on  n^otiatiiui  wilh 
both  these  Governments,  under  every  sd7in- 
tage  of  success  which  we  can  give.    On  what 

? round  can  this  discrimination  be  delendedl 
on  adopt  this  measure.    Our  Minister  at  Fsra 
is  requested  to  explain  it.    Is  there  any  adro- 
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eita  for  this  disoriniinfttioD  in  this  Hoase,  vho 
(M  conceiTe  tbe  grounds  upon  which  our  Min- 
utw  or  our  OoTsmment  are  to  Justiff  this 
neuiTB  with  onr  r«lfttioiu  of  neatralit?)  It 
cannot  be  defended.  I  am  not  for  jielding  to 
fitlnr  nation,  bat,  let  oor  conduct  be  oonsiitent, 
impartial,  and  detenmble.  Jf  then,  ve 
be  inTolred  in  a  war  with  either,  the  "■ 
d  Ib«  conntrr  and  the  hearta  of  oar  ctiizens 
irilt  MippoTt  the  Govemnient,  and  we  need  not 
be  ifmia  of  the  world.  Bnt  those  men,  or  that 
idminiitratioii  that  wiS,  upon  a  mere  naelem, 
pnadilion  point  of  etiquette,  commit  the  peace 
ind  happJiMM  of  this  ooanti?  to  the  rava^  of 
w,  will  meet  the  fodign&tion,  and  feel  the 
TmgeaaoeoftheintcUtgentcitiieDBof  the  eoan- 
\ij.  This  temer^tf  would  meet  its  merited 
paiidiment.  The  people  of  America  can  see, 
and  win  judge  for  themselves ;  they  can  readilj 
Satan  the  mfforenoe  between  abadiow  and  aab- 
Kancej  thej  are  nether  to  be  deceived  or 
trifled  with,  eapeciallf  on  mbjecte  of  sach  ini' 
moM  moment  to  their  libertiea  and  happiness. 
Vr.  Buxwsu.  said  he  dMmed  it  in  some  de- 
mc  Ids  daW  to  make  some  remarks  on  the  bill 
be£xB  tbe  Hoiue.  He  intended  to  vote  against 
both  tbe  amendnieDte  proposed  to  the  bill.  I 
thmk  (lud  Ur.  B.)  that  if  mj  colleagne  who 
moredthefiTBt  axnendment,  (Hr.  Shkitbt,)  had 
titui  that  Ttew  of  this  subject  which  might 
tuTS  been  preaeoted  to  his  mind,  he  wonld  not 
Wt  fonnd  sach  error  in  the  course  proposed  to 
be^rarsned.  He  seems  to  have  t^en  another 
gnniid,  when  by  tbe  clearest  demonstration  it 
uigbt  hate  been  ahown  that  the  system  pro- 
posed is  (H>e  of  impsrtiBlity  to  tbe  belligerent 
powers  of  Enrope,  It  will  l>e  reoolleobed  by 
pntlonen  of  this  Honse,  that  at  the  time  the 
aidisDn  of  French  armed  ships  took  place,  it 
wsB  apoD  the  express  gronm}  that  the  British 
Goncnownt  olnected  to  oome  to  an  acoomrao- 
datioi  with  ns,  becaose  we  excluded  her  vesselB 
nd  nominally  admitted  those  of  ber  enemy. 
On  that  ground  I  venture  to  say  that  tbe  eicln- 
■itm  buk  place ;  beoaoae,  at  the  time  that  it  took 
phe^  it  wsa  considered  a  measure  absolatety 
bTonng  Great  Briton,  yet  not  injoring  Franoe 
bf  a  nominal  prohibition  of  the  entrance  of  ber 
naeli.  It  was  stated  that  there  w«a  not  per- 
haps in  the  conne  of  a  year  a  single  French 
pnwo  armed  Teflsel  in  the  harbors  of  the  TTnit- 
td  State*.  Hare  we  any  French  frigates  now 
in  Dor  seast  None.  Is  there  any  probabUity 
tbat  there  will  be  my!  Ko,  ur;  for  France 
having  now  lost  her  west  India  lalands,  if  her 
vtaels  are  freely  admitted,  it  is  probable  that 
■here  wonid  not,  in  tbe  conne  of  five  years,  he 
.  1  angle  French  veeael  within  onr  waters.  As 
the  eielntnon  wonld  be  perfectly  nominal,  I 
would  not  adopt  any  thing  to  prevent  a  settle- 
Bent  of  onr  differenoea  with  France.  I  am  not 
now  Bsngnine  in  my  belief  that  we  shall  settle 
wrffiSbraiioM  with  her ;  for  every  one  acqnoint- 
•d  with  (hat  GoTcnunent  knows,  I  fear,  that  it 
ii  Kit  to  be  diverted  from  its  otjjeot  by  any  ar- 
angMnent  we  may  make.     Bnt  1  would  do 


away  every  possible  justification  that  oonld  be 
nrgad  by  franoe  for  not  meeting  our  overtorea 
fbr  peace.  This  conduct  woold  produce  at 
home  more  nnion  among  our  citizens ;  and,  when 
onr  rights  are  attacked  without  a  pretence  fbr 
thdr  infraction,  there  can  be  bnt  one  sentiment 
in  the  nation.  I  have  aiw^s  determined  to  ad- 
mit British  vessels  as  far  as  my  Tote  wonld  go ; 
and  should  the  Honee  determine  t«  exclude 
French  vessels  I  shonld  still  vote  for  the  admis- 
sion of  English  vessels,  because  their  former  ex- 
olnsion  has  been  so  artfully  managed  by  tbe 
British  Government,  and  the  doctrine  baa  been 
so  admitted  by  the  presses  in  this  coimtry,  as 
to  give  rise  to  the  most  nqjiuUfiable  conduct 
ever  pursued  by  one  nation  towarda  another. 
As  to  the  idea  advanced  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  TtrwA,)  that,  if  we  do 
admit  them  to  take  possession  of  our  waters, 
they  will  take  advantage  of  the  privilege  to  onr 
injury  io  negotiation,  it  has  no  force  with  m^ 
for  this  plain  reason ;  that,  althongh  the  eidn- 
sion  of  them  from  our  waters  was  not  carried 
into  esecntion  by  phjrical  force,  yet  they  did 
not  enter  onr  wtit^  which  they  might  have 
done,  in  defiance  of  the  proclamation.  And 
why  did  they  not!  Because,  I  presume,  the^ 
had  no  desire  to  rouse  the  indignation  ot  this 
nation  by  an  open  violaldon  of  the  laws  of  the 
hmd. 

If,  sir,  yon  wish  to  gun  the  advantage  of 
onion  at  home,  take  sway  every  pretext  for  the 
violation  of  your  rights.  Let  me  ask  if  it  be 
not  better  to  admit  them  ?  By  so  doing  yon 
give  np  a  principle  which  does  not  benefit  von, 
and  receive  an  acceedon  of  physical  strength  by 
□nion  at  home.  I  do  not  say  that  every  one 
will  be  satjffied,  I>ecaase  I  have  no  doubt  £n^ 
land  has  agents  in  the  country,  but  so  few  m 
number  as  to  be  unworthy  of  notice.  If  Great 
Britun,  on  the  other  hand,  attacks  ns  when  we 
have  ta^en  away  every  possible  ground  of  colli- 
sion and  violates  her  prconise,  the  j>eople  in  eveij 
5 art  of  the  country  will  be  satisfied  that  hw 
eliberate  olject  b  to  destroy  onr  commerce. 
We  aboold  have  no  more  of  those  party  divi- 
rions  which  have  distracted  us  for  aomo  months 

It  cannot  be  sud  that  we  are  bonnd  by  any 
part  of  the  n^otiation  to  admit  En^ish  vessels. 
1  have  seen  nothing  of  the  kind,  if  it  exist ;  and 
I  call  upon  gentlemen  to  point  it  out.  Wh^  do 
it,  then  f  It  may  be  conkdered  a  ooncemon; 
and  certainly  manifests  that  disposition  which 
we  feel  to  settle  all  the  points  of  difTerenoe  in 
agitation  t>etwizt  us.  And  here  I  beg  leave  to 
say  that,  acoording  to  the  most  explicit  declara- 
tions of  the  Brit^  Minister,  you  wonld  not 
^ve  the  smallest  umbrage  by  pursnuig  that 
oourse.  On  this  subject  Mr.  B.  quoted  a  speech 
of  Mr.  Stevens  in  the  British  Partisment  If 
we  were  to  be  governed  by  reference  to  eipres- 
aions  which  existed  in  that  oonutry  of  onr  par- 
tiality to  France,  it  did  appear  to  him  that  this 
speech  was  entitled  to  weight,  because  it  Jnsti- 
fied  the  conrse  proposed  by  the  bill,  and  stated 
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a  pofdttoQ  -which  the  British  QoreranieDt  sd- 
mitted  wfti  all  that  oonld  be  reqaired  from  a 
neatrol  State.  From  this  epeech  it  ^ipeftred 
that  placing  the  two  belligerents  on  an  eqnal 
footjsg  was  aH  that  was  required.  Did  Dot  this 
bill  complatelj  crane  up  to  their  wishes  1  Did 
it  not  interdict  all  trade  with  France  onder  the 
roost  severe  snd  heavy  penalties  I  Mr,  B.  said 
he  did  not  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  he 
-would  shape  his  oondnot  bj  tiie  wishes  of  the 
British  Uinlstrj ;  but,  as  it  bad  been  said  that 
tbe  bill  waa  somewhat  hostile  to  that  oonntrj, 
be  had  qnoted  tbe  speech  of  a  raioisterial  mem- 
ber to  show  tliat  no  snch  inference  coold  be 
drawn.  The  same  person,  in  his  speed),  also 
states,  8^d  Mr.  B.,  that  the  reason  wb;  oar 
offer  ia  August  last  nas  not  accepted,  was,  that^ 
if  it  hnd  been  aooepted,  Each  was  the  utnation 
of  the  law,  that  a  commerce  might  always  be 
carried  on  with  the  enemy ;  tha^  throngh  the 
ports  in  Europe,  her  enemy  might  be  as  effi- 
ciently sapplied  as  if  the  embai^  did  not  exist 
in  relaldoa  to  him.  Bnt,  sir,  -what  is  now  the 
Btate  of  things!  If  it  is  possible  to  operate  on 
France  by  commercial  restrictionB,  let  me  ask 
if  this  bill  will  not  accomplish  that  oliject  t  Let 
me  ask  if  an  American  vessel  nnder  it  osn  go 
to  any  port  of  France!  It  not  only  cots  off 
direct  interooorse,  bnt  prohibits  tbe  Importa- 
tion of  tbe  prodncts  of  f^anoe  \  and  any  attempt 
to  carry  on  a  droaitona  commerce  most  be  iu- 
effeotoBl,  inasmnch  as  the  prodaoe  will  be  lia- 
able  to  seicure  when  it  comes  into  ttie  ports  of 
the  United  Btstes. 

I^  according  to  the  ideas  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment itsell^  this  state  of  things  be  a  sufficient 
redstance  to  France,  let  me  ask  of  gentlemen 
howthey  can  infer  a  partiality  to  France?  What 
more  can  yon  do !  If  you  exclude  the  armed 
veaselB  of  France,  lliongh  it  may  display  a  dis- 
position t«  injure  her.  1  defy  any  gentleman  to 
show  that  it  con,  in  the  smallest  d^«e,  coerce 
or  affect  her.  Let  me  call  the  attention  of  gen- 
tlemen to  Ihe  present  sitoation  of  Enrope.  If 
accounts  lately  received  are  to  be  credited,  we 
may  calculate  on  the  nniversal  control  of  the 
French  Emperor  over  the  porta  of  Enropie.  Is 
it  to  our  advantage  to  be  excluded  Irom  the 
trade  of  the  continent  t  Is  it  not  known  that 
all  the  surplus  prodact  of  the  agricnltare  of  this 
country  finds  ita  vent  on  Ihe  Oontinent  of  En- 
rope  ?  Is  it  not  known  that,  of  the  whole  of 
onr  tobacco,  seven  oot  of  eight  parts  are  con- 
earned  on  the  continent!  That  of  onr  cotton, 
at  least  one-half  finds  its  market  there !  Does 
not  flour  find  a  great  proportion  of  its  consump- 
tion on  the  continent !  This  cannot  be  denied. 
Then,  let  me  ask  of  gentlemen,  whether  it  be  so 
mnch  to  our  advantage  to  exclude  tbfs  trade ; 
and,  if  not,  why  we  shonld  take  a  step  which 
can  (to  France  no  ii^ury,  but  which  may,  and 
probably  would,  be  made  a  pretext  fbr  cutting 
off  so  valuable  a  part  of  car  trade!  With  re- 
spect to  partiality  to  France,  let  me  call  upon 
the  gentleman  from  Vir^uia,  or  any  other,  to 
show  i^  from  tbe  conduct  of  tbe  United  Btateo, 


and  Such  thing  can  be  inferred.  Look  it  our 
relative  situation.  Have  we  opened  our  pMtt 
to  her  traders!  Hare  -we  renewed  aemmmMl 
interoonrse  -with  hert  Let  me  ask,  which  hive 
we  plaoed  in  the  beat  sitnatioD,  FiiuM  or  Etw- 
land!  Every  gentleman  must  answer — T-^gJipj. 
Whilst  she  geta  all  our  oommerc?,  her  taaaj  it 
wholly  eidaded  front  any  partjdpation  in  it 

Another  argument  has  been  used  against  (6s- 
crimination,  viz:  that  France  has  so  eabHs 
armed  ships.  If  this  is  the  case,  geuUHMO 
need  not  be  alarmed  ;  for,  if  they  cannotcoiM 
here,  we  need  not  be  afraid  of  their  reeeatnwn^ 
because  we  will  not  admit  them.  Bat  m 
know  that  ber  cruisers  con  steal  out  of  tfidr 
ports,  go  into  foreign  aeas,  and  destroy  otrrtadt 
in  spite  of  tbe  ships  of  Great  Britain.  If  m 
American  vesael  has  British  property  cm  botrd, 
or  haa  been  ^>oken  by  a  British  cnnMi,  a 
French  pnblio  armed  venel  is  bound  to  make 
prize  of  her.  This  being  the  cose,  let  us  ftr  i 
moment  condder'the  anDject  as  reqteets  oni- 
selvee.  Our  feelings  ought  to  be  for  oursdrM 
and  onr  ooontry.  Here  is  a  nation  liaving  pub- 
lic ships,  having  a  right  to  come  into  your  pi^ 
Does  it  comport  with  onr  honor  and  digiutj  to 
admit  into  onr  porta  and  harbors  the  rerj 
vessels  deatroying  onr  commerce!  Not  to  go 
into  an  inquiry  what  has  been  the  bet  hereto- 
fore, but  what  may  be  now — if  you  p<a  a  law 
that  a  French  frigate  may  come  into  your  wlten 
and  partakeof  yonr  hospitalities,  whereisth* 
obligation  tliat  it  mav  not  take  advautige  rf 


the  OTportBnity  t( 


ipreym 


watching  it  in  port  and  then  goine  out  and  en- 
trapping it  I  I^  irom  the  intoxication  of  the 
man  who  rules  the  destinies  of  the  natioae  rf 
Europe,  he  does  not  feel  disposed  to  tnst  irith 
us  on  terms  of  reciprocity,  that  circnmBtanee 
should  have  no  effect  on  onr  measorea  Bnt 
the  question  on  that  ptdnt  is  no  doubt  alree^ 
settled;  time  sufficient  haa  been  sHowed  fix 
the  vessel  to  go  and  receive  an  answer  to  tba 
instmction  sent  to  onr  Minister.  I  ceduul; 
would  so  &r  reepect  myself  as  to  fblfil  what  1 
oonoeive  to  be  good  fiuth  toward  both,  -wilhoat 
respect  to  the  wish  or  dictation  of  dtiier. 

As  to  tbe  omoont  of  prodnoe  sent  to  the 
continent,  it  cannot  be  great.  Some  few  uuj 
have  adventured  there  on  desperate  vofsges ; 
bnt  that  there  ia  mnch  property  in  jeopaidj,! 
cannot  believe,  for  France  ia  Known  to  be,  in 
respect  to  meroantile  proper^,  tbe  lion's  den, 
easy  <^  access,  bnt  impoemble  to  retnra.  Thc^ 
therefore,  who  bave  risked  their  property  miirt 
have  been  extremely  rash. 

If  the  French  Government  wonld  do  ns  jnetie^ 
I  shonld  be  glad  ;if  not,  we  most  abide  by  the 
conaeqnences.  We  mnst  not  do  imprafxr 
things  beconse  they  will  not  do  ns  justioe.  It 
b  proper  that  we  should  assert  what  wa  con- 
ceive to  be  onr  rights.  I  believe,  however, 
that  the  question  of  peace  with  France  will  net 
tain  on  this  bi!l.  I  believe  the  point  to  be  il' 
ready  settled.  If  it  be  not,  and  the  exdason 
of  Ft«ndt  armed  veesela  would  be  on  imp«di- 
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nMOt  to  it,  Uie  Bame  objectioa  would  be  Talid 
tfUBBt  tho  whol«  bin. 

Hr.  HoiXAMD  asked  the  indulgence  of  the 
Howe  whilst  he  stated  &  few  reaBons  whv  he 
(bntild  vote  for  the  amendment  onder  ooniidera- 
tioo.  It  had  been  aaked  whetlier  it  was  con- 
riatent  with  the  honor  of  this  nation  to  admit 
French  shipe  within  our  waters.  Ur.  H.  said 
he  "wonld  answer,  that,  as  things  now  stood,  he 
did  not  Gonnder  it  consiBtent  with  onr  honor 
■od  dignitjr  BO  to  do ;  and  the  reason  wh;  was, 
that  that  Goreniment  had  done  anndry  iqjoriona 
■cte  towards  this  nation  for  whioh  it  had  not 
made  rmwr^ion,  nor  even  intimated  an  inten- 
tiiHi  of  doing  so.  He  therefore  answered  that 
it  was  inconsistent  to  admit  the  vesselB  of  France 
within  our  waters.  It  was  in  conseqnence  of 
iqjariee  which  thej  had  done,  according  to  mj* 
BOooc^tUHi,  that  I  TOted  for  their  eiclnsion.  I 
was  not  ioflnenced  to  vote  for  the  prohibition 
rftbe  ships  of  France  from  coming  into  oar 
waters  br  anj  desire  to  produce  an  egnalit;  in 
our  rdabons  with  the  beiligerente.  It  was  no 
impiasaionof  that  kind  that  iuflaenced  1117  vote; 
and  j-et  i  voted  that  French  ships  ot  war  ahonid 
not  come  into  our  waters.  It  was  not  the 
opinions  of  editors  of  newBp^>ers,  or  the  clamors 
of  individoals,  that  influenced  m;  vote,  and  I 
bepa  thej  never  will.  I  think  that  every  gen- 
tleman,  oa  taking  his  seat  in  this  House,  should 
eounder  bimadi  beyond  sospicion.  The  only 
gpariian  tor  coneideriition  of  the  membera  of  this 
Uooa^  when  a  measore  is  presented  to  them,  is 
the  e^ediency  of  it;  and  on  that  grotmd  alone 
I  TotM  for  the  esolodon  of  French  ahips  or  of 
Britiib  ahipa.  I  was  chiefly  influenced  to  vote 
for  the  exdnidou  of  British  armed  ships  by  the 
varied  of  acts  committed  in  onr  waters,  and 
tlie  great  disposition  which  she  had  shown  to 
eonunit  the  most  wanton  acta  of  treachery.  I 
can  say  for  myself  that  my  condaot  was  only 
pantiaOj  inflnenoed  by  the  acts  of  Briti^  offi- 
eos  within  onr  wotera;  I  had  in  view  a  variety 
ai  other  acts  committed  ag^nst  the  rights  of 
tbe  pec^le  of  this  country.  Sappoang  the 
■iEkir  of  Hie  Gheeapeake  to  have  been  author- 
ised, I  never  wish  to  see  the  British  ships  of 
war  within  our  waters,  till  they  recede  ftvm  tbe 
right  of  impreasment,  I  wish  the  British 
Govemmeot  to  know  that  it  was  the  deter- 
minatim  of  the  m^or  part  of  the  oitii»ns  of 
the  United  States  to  resist  her  till  she  surren- 
deted  that  right  I  think  it  was  a  sacrifice  of 
the  digni^  of  the  United  States  to  receive 
Bfitidi  vaMialn  so  long  as  they  oomnitted  those 
aeth  It  waa  therefbre  that  I  voted  to  exclude 
tlum. 

It  is  said,  by  the  gentieman  last  np,  that  we 
am  at  peace  with  Great  Britain.  Doe*  it  fol- 
low, from  that,  that  they  are  entitled  to  all  the 
^^da  of  hoqmality  that  one  natioB  oonid  poa^ 
b^  abow  to  another?  Cert^nlynot.  Weoogbt 
;«t  to  holdup  some  indication  that  we  are  not 
ptrfectlj  reconciled  to  them,  When  thej  aban- 
don tbe  onfaageons  principles  which  govern  that 
natiim  witli  respect  to  neutrals;  when  they 


ftbandon  the  practice  of  imprearanent;  when 
they  make  reetitutiou  for  spoliations  of  our 
trade ;  we  will  hold  the  hand  of  fellowship  to 
them.  It  is  not  enough  for  me  to  hear  the 
British  Minister  say  that  an  Envoy  Extraordi- 
nary is  to  come  out  and  settie  all  differences.  I 
have  heard  something  like  this  long  ago.  I 
heard  that  a  Minister  was  to  be  sent  out  to  make 
reparation  for  the  afEair  of  the  Chesapeake. 
We  have  experience  on  this  sut^ect.  Have  we 
forgot  that  everv  thing  which  accompanied  that 
mission  was  evidence  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment waa  not  ainoere,  and  that  it  did  not  int«nd 
to  aooommodatet  When  I  see  an  abandon- 
ment by  Great  Britain  of  the  principles  destruc- 
tive to  neatrality,  I  can  consent  to  admit  that 
nation  to  the  rights  of  honiitality. 

Mr.  JoBNBOK  oheerved,  that,  to  savany  thing 
on  this  satt}ect,  after  the  time  whicn  had  been 
aldready  consumed,  and  the  speeches  whioh 
had  been  made,  was  contrary  bo  a  rule,  which 
he  had  laid  down  for  his  own  conduct.  Bnt 
hie  excuse  wonld  be  found  in  the  introduction 
into  the  House  of  a  proposition,  which,  it  waa 
said,  proposed  to  plaoe  ns  on  a  neutral  gronnd.  ' 
Nothing,  said  Mr.  J.^  is  dearer  to  me  than  neu- 
trality aa  to  onr  foreign  relations ;  hut,  the  bill 
submitted  to  the  House  by  the  committee  of 
whioh  I  had  the  honor  to  constitute  one,  and 
whioh  is  the  same  with  that  now  before 
US,  so  far  from  being  in  hostility  to  Great 
Britain,  and  partiality  to  France,  I  contend,  is 
a  conoeenoD  to  Great  Britain,  at  the  same  time 
that  I  admit  that  it  is  not  hostility  to  France. 
The  admission  of  the  b^hgerent  vemels  into 
our  waters,  so  far  fhim  being  hostility  to  Great 
Britwo,  is  concession.  I  bottom  the  remark 
upon  the  fact,  that,  at  this  moment,  as  many 
and  aa  heavy  causes  of  oompl^nt  exist  unset- 
tled between  this  Government  and  Great 
Britain,  as  between  this  Government  and  that 
of  France.  If  then,  the  same  caoses  exist  to 
exclude  from  onr  waters  the  veeselB  of  both,  I 
ask  whether  the  admissloD  of  both  will  not 
be  an  actual  benefit  and  concee^on  to  Greet 
Britain,  and  anominalbeoeflt  to  France)  And, 
still,  it  is  to  go  forth  to  the  nation  that  we  are 
about  to  commit  an  act  which  will  sink  the 
nation,  from  the  elevated  situation  in  wbioh  it 
is  now  placed  by  our  former  measures  I  I  hope 
that  we  shall  continue  to  oonyinoe  the  world 
that  the  United  Btatee  of  America  are  incapa- 
ble of  other  than  neutral  oonduct.  Is  it  a  fact, 
that  greater  i^Jnries  exist  tntn  France  than 
from  Great  Britain  t  What  ii^uriea  have  been 
received  from  France  ?  Have  they  been  com- 
mitted within  our  waters!  Has  our  hospitality 
been  violated  and  our  officers  insulted  in  our 
very  ports  by  the  vessels  of  France!  or  is  her 
hostility  merely  commercial  t  It  is  of  the  lat- 
ter description.  Is  it  not  admitted  that  we  may 
lawfiilly  exclude  or  admit  the  vessels  of  both 
belligerents!  If  yon  admit  the  Te»els  of  one 
nation  with  whom  yon  have  cause  of  difference, 
and  exclude  those  cf  another  nation  with  whom 
yon  have  only  the  same  caose  of  difference,  I 
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ftsk  'nbether  yoa  do  not  oommit  the  digoitj'  of 
tbe  nation,  and  Jeopardize  tta  peace  t 

I  will  pnt  thin  qaeatioQ  to  geatiemea  :  what 
has  Brittun  done  which  woatd  require  a  dis- 
crimination as  to  her  public  ve«els  t  She  haa 
reecbded  tier  Orders  in  CoonciL  And  what 
have  we  done  in  retnm  T  Have  we  done 
BOtbitigt  Hsa  Oreat  Britain  held  out  th«  hand 
of  friendship,  and  have  we  refased  to  meet 
hert  Haaahe  withdrawnherOrderainOonncil, 
and  have  we  inHisted  on  a  continnanoe  of  our 
commercial  restrictions  t  I  have  understood  that 
she  has  done  nothing  bnt  rescinded  her  Orders 
in  Conncil,  and  we  have  renewed  interoonrse 
with  her  therefore.  I  am  more  astonished  at 
the  proposal  to  discriminate,  when  we  see  that, 
at  this  moment,  orders  are  in  existence  blockad- 
ii^  ooontriea  to  which  yonr  merchants  have, 
long:  ago,  taken  ont  clearances,  in  violation  of 
Btipnlalions  which  Britain  had  proposed  to  ns, 
When  abe  has  violated  oar  rignts,  I  am  more 
Bstoniehed  that  gentlemen  shoold  wish  to  go 
bejond  this  letter  of  the  law.  And,  let  the 
consequence  be  what  it  ma^,  it  wonld  result 
to  the  benefit  of  this  nation  that  we  should  not 
be  influenced  ij  idle  fears  of  imaginary  dan- 
gers. Ify  better  Judgment  tells  me  we  should 
exclade  tiie  armed  vessels  of  both  nations ;  bnt 
the  general  sentiment  appears  to  be  against  it. 
It  is  asked  of  cs,  why  admit  the  veeaela  of 
France,  whilst  injuries  which  she  has  done  ns 
are  unatoned  for  1  And,  I  ask,  ar,  whj,  then, 
admit  the  vessels  of  England  standing  in  the 
some  relation  to  us  t  I  only  make  uieae  re- 
marks as  going  to  show  that  we  ought  to  be 
etrictiy  ueotral.  I^  sir,  you  wish  to  take  part 
in  the  broils  of  Enrope,  embody  your  men,  and 
Bend  them  over  to  Uie  disposal  of  England  at 
once,  and  let  her  send  them  to  Spain  or  Austria. 
But,  if  you  would  remaiu  oentnl,  either  admit 
or  exclude  the. armed  VMsela,  as  yon  wonld 
armies,  of  both  I>eIligerentB. 

I  had  thonght,  sir,  not  only  ftom  the  acts  of 
onr  Qovemment,  bnt  (torn  conversing  with 
gentlemen,  that  we  hailed  the  present  as  an 
aospioions  moment,  as  a  political  jubilee ;  I  had 
thought  that  we  had  been  on  the  verge  of  war 
with  the  two  most  powerM  nations  of  the 
earth,  but  that  our  situation  was  changed,  and 
that,  at  the  same  moment  we  now  offer  the 
only  asylum  to  the  victims  of  Enropean  wars. 
And  are  yon  now  about  agmn  to  Jeopardiie  the 
peace  of  this  nation,  withoat  any  cause  what- 

The  exclusion  of  French  and  British  armed 
vessels  at  the  last  seasiou,  may  be  taken  on  this 
ground.  It  was  a  defensive  w&r,  not  only  for 
^e  injnrieswe  had  received,  but  in  expectation 
of  actnal  hostility.  Has  it  occurred!  No,  tit. 
Would  yon  have  excluded  British  vessels  since 
1798,  for  taking  the  vessels  engaged  in  your 
lawful  trade,  and  for  impressing  your  seamen  t 
Yon  did  not  do  it;  and  it  was  not  for  that 
olcme  that  yon  did  it  at  the  last  session,  bnt  for 
other  causes,  which  have  nearly  or  quite  dlsap- 
pMted. 


I  have  done,  sir,  I  shall  not  vot«  for  any 
proposition  which  makes  a  diflTerence  between 
France  and  Qreat  Britain ;  not  that  I  am  atnH 
ot  the  conscripts  of  Napoleon,  or  the  navy^ 
George  III.  But  I  cannot  consent  to  adopt  ■ 
oonrse  which  will  again  obscure  with  donds 
onr  political  horizon. 

Hr.  SvTLiB  said,  that  if  he  now  took  np  fivo 
minutes  of  the  time  of  the  House,  he  oonld  niot 
excuse  it  to  himself;  and  he  should  not  have 
risen,  but  to  explain  the  reasons  for  Ihe  oonrstt 
which  he  shoold  take.  As  to  the  amendment, 
to  that  he  could  never  agree.  The  qneetioa 
which  the  Legislature  often  had  to  decide,  was 
not  what  was  best,  bnt  what  is  pTMstioabltL 
Now,  he  thonght  it  a  happy  circumstance  that 
parties  in  the  other  House  had  united  on  tfaia 
subject.  However  we  may  di^r  as  to  local  af- 
furs,  said  he,  I  think  it  good  policy,  if  it  can.  be 
done  without  a  sacrifice  of  principle,  to  meet 
in  oonoert  on  measnree  of  external  relalitHia. 
What  may  ba  the  eficot,  if  yon  introduce  either 
of  these  two  principles  into  this  bill  t  Weknoir 
that,  if  this  bill  does  not  go  to  the  Senate  tiQ 
to-morrow,  if  amended,  a  single  member  of  th« 
Senate  con,  according  to  their  rules,  prevent  the 
bill  fWun  passing  altogether.  Uy  opinion  i^ 
that  it  is  our  duty  to  pas  the  bill  in  its  preeeut 
form.  If  any  material  alteration  be  made  in 
the  bill,  X  believe  it  will  not  pass.  If  it  does 
not,  all  that  bas  taken  place  between  this  conn- 
try  and  Qreat  Britain  is  at  an  end.  And  I  hope 
that  this  reason  will  induce  gentlemen  to  per- 
mit the  qnestion  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  J.  G.  J.10XB0II  said  he  had  intended,  be- 
fore the  day  had  so  fir  progressed,  to  have  ex- 
plained to  the  House  the  motives  by  whioh  he 
was  actuated  in  relation  to  the  bill.  He  aaid 
be  would  stiU  take  the  liberty  of  stating  to  the 
few  memt)er8  present,  (the  House  being  very 
thin,)  why  he  offered  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment.  It  will  be  recollected,  said  Mr.  J., 
that  the  other  day  T  stated  that  a  cDustm'fTtion 
had  been  nven  to  the  law  contemplated  to  ba 
re-enacted  by  the  hill  on  the  table,  which,  not- 
withstanding the  renewal  of  interconrse,  ex- 
cluded armed  vessels  irom  onr  waters;  and,  for 
the  parpoee  of  doing  away  oompletely  that  oon- 
struction,  I  moved  an  amendment  which,  gen- 
tlemen oonoeiviug  it  nnneoessary,  I  withdrew. 
If  gentlemen  are  correct  in  the  opinion  whinh 
they  advanced,  laiA  which  indooed  me  to  with- 
draw that  motion,  they  cannot,  conristenlly, 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  my  colleague  pro- 
viding an  exception  to  a  provirion  which  the 
bill  does  not  oont^.  Where  is  the  neooMty 
of  a  proviso  if  the  law  does  not  bear  soeh  a 
construction !  Is  the  Exeontive  to  infer  trom 
the  proviso  that  something  exists  in  the  law 
whicn  the  friends  of  the  proviso  declare  doea  not 
eiistt  The  amendment  proposed  by  my  eol- 
league  provides  for  the  admission  of  Uie  anned 
veesels  of  those  nations  with  whom  oommer^al 


intercourse  ihali  have  been  ^ot  hat  been)  p«r- 

~~'tted.    Are  you,  by  this  phraseology,  nbont 

devolve  npwi  tlie  FresiaeBt  a  discreti(H>ai7 
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fmnr,  holding  the  acale  of  luUioaal  honor  In 
OM  hud,  and  the  injor?  and  atonement  in  the 
etlier,  to  decide  which  nation  Hhall  be  thoa  fa- 
Tond,  when  it  is  conceded  on  all  hands  that 
the  umiinixk  of  the  anned  vmmIb  of  one  na- 
tioa  and  the  exdoaon  of  these  of  the  other,  is 


Ea^idi  armed  shipa,  and  thai  any  other  oonise 
woold  be  an  acqniesoence  in  the  views  of  "mi- 
far  Franoe,"  and  ho«tIlit7  to  En^and.  This 
linpfn  air,  does  not  help  the  cause  which 
the  gBntleman  adrocatM,  What  mort  be  the 
tBnX  at  such  innnaationsl  Thej  most  excite 
Win«  which,  I  am  hqipf  to  saj,  have  not 
beea  ffisj^jed  on  this  floor  daring  Uie  aeirion. 
IG^t  it  not  be  retorted,  as  a  natoral  eonse- 
nwifiB^  that  gentlemen  'who  wldi  to  admit 
Siitinh  and  ezclode  French  ships,  and  thus 
scrre  the  iutea«et  of  En^snd,  are  desirons  of 
nhea^ing  the  views  of  tnetA«r  Britain  t  The 
attachment  to  Htttfr  France  on  the  ooe  hand,  is 
■boot  aa  great  as  the  attachment  to  methtr 
Britain  on  the  other.  I  believe  it  has  beenem- 
phaJicallj  declared  to  the  nation  that  we  would 
lot  go  to  war  for  existing  differencee.  If^  how- 
•rar,  ^ntlemen,  since  the  last  seauon,  have  so 
■atenaUy  altered  their  ideas  of  the  polioj 
poper  in  relaUon  to  one  belligerent,  let  ns  go 
to  war  openly ;  I  am  not  for  o^g  the  stiletto, 
« tw  stabbii^  in  the  dark. 

The  interact  of  British  armed  vessels  from 
entering  oor  ports  wM  not  on  account  of  the 
a&ir  of  the  Gbeaapeake  only.  It  is  nnnecessary 
now  to  r^e«t  the  canse  which  led  to  it  If 
goitkineD  win  tnm  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Uadi- 
son  to  Ur.  Rose,  thej  will  find  the  oansea  de- 
tailed, ffince  that  time  other  injnries  have  been 
eexnmitled;  and  it  has  been  Jastlj  observed 
diat  the  bnming  the  ImpetaeQi  was  an  insolt 
to  tbe  aovereigntj  of  this  nation  scareelj  less 
than  tbe  aSiir  of  the  Oheaapeake.  If  we  per- 
mit boatilitr  from  one  belligerent  to  another 
within  onr  Ictritorj,  we  beoomB  partj  to  the 
war,  aa  we  do,  by  admitting  the  enemy  even  to 
pan  through  onr  territory  to  attack  another  na- 
tiao.  It  u  in  vain  to  aay  that  a  nation  pre- 
RTvee  a  nentnl  attitode,  when  it  permits  one 
ef  tbe  bdligerenta  repeatedly  to  violate  its  sov- 
ereignty. If  there  be  as  much  Injury  nnatoned 
m  the  port  of  Britain  as  on  the  part  of  Franoe, 
tbMi  a  diacriminati<Hi  will  be  a  departure  from 
dtB  gnxuid  which  we  took  last  oesdon,  that 
bith  sfaonU  be  excluded.  And  the  President 
kad  no  power  over  that  part  of  the  law.  Inaa- 
Hach  aa  we  know  that  Great  Britain  has  the 
■""maivl  ctf  the  ocean,  and  that  a  French  ship 
•(  war  outnot,  without  a  ndraole,  eso^M  aeroea 
tbe  Atlandt^  we,  in  fact  by  the  [^ration  of 
the  bin  as  it  came  frmn  the  Senate,  admit  Eng- 
SA  and  «idnde  IVenoh  lOdpa. 

We  throw  cKten  onr  ports  and  admit  the  thon- 
>ad  dilps  <^  Briton,  without  opening  onr  eyes 
k  (be  ooaaeqnmoea  which  have  heretofore  re- 
WUd  bom  so  dtring.    And  shall  we  now  re- 


fuse admission  to  the  vessels  of  France!  It  is 
indeed  difficnlt  to  say  what  led  tn  their  ezdn- 
Hion;  for  it  has  been  with  tmth  observed  that 
the  non-icterconrae  bill  had  not  an  advocate  in 
the  Honse.  It  was  Homething  like  throwing  all 
onr  discordant  opinions  into  one  cmcible,  and 
after  ftasion.  sitracting  what  waa  expected  to  be 
gold,  but  wDicb  all  oalled  dross.  When  gentle- 
men speak  of  thdr  leal  to  maintain  the  ground 
taken  last  winter,  I  beg  of  them  to  recollect 
their  own  speeches,  from  which  it  will  be  fonnd 
that  the  hill  was  so  obnoiions  to  them  that 
they  wonld  not  even  extend  its  operation  to  the 
next  winter,  and  that  it  was  with  difficulty  that 
it  was  extended  to  the  end  of  the  present  ses- 

Oentlemen  ask,  baa  there  not  been  a  satis&o- 
tory  adjustment  of  onr  difFerenceti  with  Great 
BritMn  t  I  deny  it  'Wliat  Is  the  eipremon 
of  the  British  Envoy  on  which  gentlemen  rely, 
and  on  which  they  are  about  to  at  down  quiet- 
ly under  the  vine  and  figtreet  "Inthemean 
time,  with  a  view  to  oontribnte  to  the  attain- 
ment of  so  desirable  an  object.  His  Majesty 
wonld  be  willing  to  withdraw  his  orders,"  &ts. 
In  thft  mean  time,  still  persisting  in  the  priud- 
pie  of  taxing  car  exports,  a  right  denied  even 
to  OS  by  t}ie  constitntioD,  It  is  to  be  bong  up 
in  Urrorera,  to  be  let  loose  npon  us  heresfler, 
if  we  shall  not  do  every  thing  which  is  required 
ofua.    There  ta  a  marked  cautious  style  of  1m- 

Sage  in  this  letter,  which  shows  that  Great 
itsin  in  fact  has  promised  nothing.  She  does 
not  say  that  she  will  repeal  or  revoke  ber  or- 
ders, but  that  in  the  mean  time  she  will  with- 
draw them ;  and,  sir,  in  the  mean  time  she  has 
ifithdrawu  tbem,  aud  sabetituted  other  orders 
or  proclamations  equally  obuoiionB.  This  is 
reason  sufficient  for  not  going  beyond  the  letter 
of  the  asreement ;  wfaidi  however  I  will  con- 
sent to  do,  bv  admitting  instead  of  excluding 
British  armed  vessels. 

When  Mr,  J.  G.  Jioxsoir  concluded,  Mr. 
Shxftbt,  in  order  to  obt^  a  direct  question 
on  his  own  amendment,  adopted  Mr.  Jaozbos's 
rider  to  it,  as  a  part  of  his  own  motion,  and 
called  for  a  diviutm  of  the  question,  taking  it 
flrvt  on  his  own  ameadment  as  first  moved.   ' 

Bome  doubt  arising  whether  it  was  correct 
thns  to  act,  according  to  tbe  rales  of  the  House, 
Mr.  UioON  produced  a  precedent  in  which  he 
had  himself  done  the  same  in  the  case  of  a  mo- 
tion for  the  repeal  of  the  second  section  of  the 
sedition  act,  nine  or  ten  years  ago. 

Mr,  T^TLOB  nid  that,  as  the  House  had  de- 
dded  that  they  would  not  discriminate  be- 
tween tbe  admlsnon  of  British  and  French 
public  venels,  he  wished  to  try  the  qnestion 
on  the  excludon  of  both.  He  made  a  mo- 
tion having  in  view  that  olject;  which  was 
decided  without  debate,  flfteen  for  iL  one 
hundred  against  it,  being  a  mqji  " 
five  against  the  eiclosiofl.  at  tfa 
public  veasds  of  both  belUgereola. 


(teen  for  iL  one 
iqjority  ct  eighty- 
tbis  lime,  ot  the 
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that,  after  a  law  had  expired,  ther  bad  dismiased 
all  suits  pending  for  tne  recovei;  of  penaltiM 
iaomxed  nndor  the  act  He  conceived  tliat  this 
hill  ahonld  have  a  saving  claiue,  that  penalties 
and  forfeitnree  incnrred  nnder  it,  Bhonld  be  re- 
coverable and  distribatable  after  the  act  itself 
had  eipired.  He  tierefore  moved  an  amend- 
tnent  to  that  effect. 


TczBi>i.T,  June  27. 
Non-InttreowM. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  amend  certain  parts  of 
the  act  "  interdictiDg  commercial  interconrse 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
and  France,  and  their  dependenoiee,  and  for 
other  pnrposos,"  wsa  read  the  third  time. 

Ur.  Picxiuir  hoped  that  he  should  be  ei- 
OQsed  for  making  a  few  obeerrationB  at  this 
fltage  of  the  bill,  not  having  before  partsiken  of 
the  debate.  He  said  he  felt  a  strong  objection 
to  tha  bill,  becanse  it  admitted  French  vessels 
into  oor  porta  and  harbors.  Gentlemen  had 
asked  whj  a  diacrimination  sboold  be  made. 
He  answered,  that  ibe  reasons  for  this  condnct 
wer«  to  bis  mind  ver;  plain.  He  had  eonndered 
the  ontrage  on  the  Chesapeake  as  a  groea  vii^ 
tion  of  our  rights  and  of  the  law  of  nations,  and 
h«  believed  no  one  had  felt  more  indignation 
it  than  he  did.  Bnt  that  was  now  atoned  ti 
I  consider  (siud  Mr.  P.)  that  the  Orders 
Ooonoil  are  repealed;  that  Oreat  Britain  has 
Btipniated  to  send  (m  an  envoy  with  instmo- 
tions  to  negotiate  for  a  settlement  of  all  difier- 
ences.  I  consider  these  things  as  done,  because 
I  consider  the  faith  of  the  British  nation  as  sol- 
amnl J  pledged  to  do  them ;  for,  if  it  had  not 
been,  the  tmited  States  would  not  have  been 
Joetified  ia  taking  tha  attitude  wMoh  we  have 

It  has  been  said,  that  since  the  arrangement 
herehaetaken  place.  Great  Britain  has  modified 
her  Orders  in  Oonntul  in  a  most  exceptionable 
manner.     I  admit  that   this  modification  was 

C tenor  in  point  of  date  to  the  arrangement 
e ;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  proclamation  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  was  issued 
on  the  19th,  and  that  the  orders  were  modified 
on  the  2Bth  of  April;  yet,  in  strict  propriety, 
the  new  orders  may  be  said  to  have  issned  be- 
fbre  the  arrangement,  beoanse  it  was  before  it 
waa  known.  Viewing  the  sattject  in  this 
ligbt^  I  do  not  believe  tlkat  the  modifica- 
tion of  the  Orders  in  Ooimcil  did  proceed 
fiaai  the  arrangement  here :  and  I  now  declare 
that  if  such  modification  as  has  been  made  is  Ui 
be  oonaidered  as  rescinding  the  orders,  accord- 
ing to  the  etipnlation  made  with  Ur.  Erskine,  I 
shodld  consider  it  a  mere  mockery.  I  do,  how- 
ever, consider  it  in  a  ve^  different  light,  and 
have  no  donbt  that  the  Government  of  Great 
BrituD  will  sd(H)t  such  modification  of  tJieir 
orders  as  they  have  stipulated  t^i  do.  These 
are  my  ideas,  and  on  this  gronnd  I  did  and  do 
Btill  believe  that  we  ooght  to  have  made  a  dis- 


crimination, baoansa  I  consider  one  natii»k  to 
have  complied  with  the  conditions  of  the  kw- 
intercourse  act,  whilst  tbe  other  has  not  vaiiad 
its  position, 

Mr.  Maoox  aald  he  was  t^unst  admitting  the 
srmed  veasels  of  either  belligerents  into  our 
waters.  He  woold  place  our  foreign  rdatioiis 
precisely  in  tbe  state  in  which  the  Preeideit 
had  left  them,  saying  neither  yea  or  nay  aa  the 
subject  of  their  armed  vessels,  leaving  it  when 
it  had  been  left  by  Ixith  the  parties  to  th«  lata 
arrangement.  He  should  have  been  gUd  that 
the  same  dispoaition  had  beat  manifested  to- 
wards ns  by  France  as  by  Great  Briti^:  tat 
beeasse  'iam  had  not  he  would  do  nothin;  to- 
wards bar  to  prevent  it  Some  gentlmnan  had 
conceived  that  an  indiacriniinaU  admiMoa 
wonld  be  more  advantageooa  to  France  than  to 
Great  B^tain.  Mr.  M.  aaid  he  did  not  agm 
with  gentiemeo  in  this  ;  for  Great  Brit^  bad 
Canada  and  her  West  India  Islands,  to  ^)i<^ 
she  was  in  the  habit  of  sending  out  vohJi; 
whilst  France,  having  no  poceessionB  od  the 
American  coast,  had  no  occasion  for  our  boa- 
pitali^. 

Mr.  K  said  he  sincerdy  hoped  that  we  ahoold 
now  act,  as  we  had  heretofore  dime,  so  aa  to 
^ve  to  neither  of  the  belligarenta  cause  to  charge 
ns  with  partiality.  He  wasdeddedlyofoiHiuoa 
that  we  ought  to  leave bothnationsinthe  same 
state  as  they  were  left  by  the  President's  pnw- 
lamation.  He  had  no  doubt  that  Great  Bhtaia 
wonld  send  a  Miniat«r  to  negotiate.  Bat  what 
wasleft,  as  to  her,  for  the  sorrender  or  ropail 
of  which  she  had  any  anxiety  f  Kotiiing.  Aa 
to  France,  she  wonld  have  no  ^pping  at  sea, 
BO  long  aa  the  war  lasted  in  Enrope,  nukes 
an  event  took  place  which  he  hoped  would 
not  Ton  give  France  a  right  to  enter  vont 
watera,  sud  he,  and  take  away  en;  indnee- 
ment  she  might  have  bad  to  rescind  her  de- 
crees, I  believe  the  passage  of  t^  trill  will 
extend  tbe  difOcQlties  of  the  nation.  I  kDor 
it  is  not  a  very  pleasant  thing  to  be  oppoasd 
to  the  evident  sentiment  of  a  majority  U  tha 
House ;  bnt  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  those  wbo 
tbink  as  I  do  tovot«,  as  I  sh^  againat  tba 
bilL 

Mr.  TanxtB  said  it  appeared  to  be  deaired  os 
all  hands  that  nothing  utonld  be  done  by  the 
House  to  embarrass  tlie  negotiation;  and  he 
presumed  that  the  majority,  in  the  di%nat 
stages  of  tLis  bill,  bad  been  aotoated  by  that 
wish.  lil  aaid  Mr.  T.,  I  oould  sea  the  present 
measure  in  the  li^^t  in  which  its  Mendi  Sf 
pear  to  view  it,  I  certainly  should  be  in  ftvor 
ofit  Bnt,wbenitisreoolteoted  tbatjonr  le- 
gislative acts  have  been  held  out  to  your  Mc«- 
mtizens  and  to  forugn  nations,  promisiiig  a  pei~ 
severance  in  oor  restrictive  measorea  iguivi 
snch  nation  as  shall  oontinne  to  w[nee  our 
commerce  by  her  onlawfitl  edicts;  I  conHd«r 
oor  Mth  aa  hedged  to  the  nation,  that,  accord- 
inff  to  the  reoaHion  of  one  belligerent,  or  pn- 
of  the  other,  we  were  to  shape  cor 
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ThegeDtteman  from  Virginia  aiitied  a  ride 
bjaw  St  tbrae  who,  in  tbe  discna^on  of  this 
nbjeet,  bad  nioken  of  tfae  grooad  which  we 
bive  taken.  On  the  effects  Bopposed  to  be  pro- 
intei  hj  the  non-lDteroonrEe,  I  had  a  right  to 
nj  re.  The  sense  of  the  Honse  was  taken  dia- 
tjnctlj  u  to  a  repeal  of  the  embargo,  on  the  firat 
rqwrtof  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations. 
It  Tu  then  that  the  principle  waa  decided,  and 
It  vat  that  act  which  was  taken  hold  of  across 
the  Atlantic,  and  made  the  ei^nnd  of  the  in- 
Mractiona  which  came  ont  by  Mr.  Oakley  to  the 
^tiah  EnToj  here,  and  on  which  the  arrange- 
mtntdid  take  place.  Now,  tliongh  the  gentle- 
nun  aeemi  nnwilling  that  any  part  of  the  Houm 
diooWiajiM,  I  vindicate  the  claim  which  I 
btretonseit  In  foct,  I  would  claim  for  the 
noTer  of  the  original  proposition  to  this  Honse 
for  the  interdiction  of  armed  vessels,  the  gentle- 
mui  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Maooh,)  the 
Berit  of  the  late  negotiation,  if  it  attach  any- 
whwe.  But  I  am  not  willing  to  carry  on  the 
iwp<rtn«ship.  I  will  not  now  say  tee.  I,  who 
TKed  for  the  motion  going  to  give  power  to 
Uie  Pnaident  of  the  United  States  to  iaane  lel^ 
tenofmarqae  and  reprisal  agaiilRt  that  nation 
wbieh  persevered  in  its  edicts  after  the  other 
iai  iriifadrawn  them,  am  not  willing,  on  the 
!»»ige  of  this  bill,  to  say  ve,  as  by  it  yon  ad- 
mit inttead  of  continuing  the  exclosion  ogainst 
tttaeA  veasela,  where,  instead  of  a  recession, 
lijiiries  have  rather  been  added.  '  When  gen- 
ttanen  are  asfced  why  they  have  admitted 
Frenet  veasela,  in  onr  present  sitnation  in  rela- 
tHM  to  France,  after  the  temper  displayed  and 
tiM  Toteg  given  at  the  last  session  on  the  sub- 
^  theirs  most  be  a  feeling  in  which  I  wonid 
lot  participate,  and  therefore  I  will  not  aay 

Mr,  DuTA  observed  lliat,  by  the  Jonroals  of 
Uw  Senate,  it  appeared  that  thia  bill  hod  been 
iMiiiinonaly  pa^ed  by  that  body.  This  nnani- 
■leiu  vote  of  tfa«  Benate  might  be  r^aj^ed  aa 
i  ttHuideration  to  operate  very  strongly  on  the 
Binds  of  membera  of  the  Honse,  as  respected 
dw  propriety  of  adopting  the  present  biU;  It 
»t^y  must  have  weight  in  favor  of  a  meas- 
"Wi  when  it  was  found  that  men  differing 
*iiWj  in  political  opinions  joined  in  voting  for 
iL  I,  aaid  If  r.  D.,  have  myself  very  strongly  felt 
Ibt  fcrce  of  thia  consideration.  But  you  know, 
»■,  Ihattheralea  of  proc«eding  and  order  estab- 
Bthed  in  this  Honsedo  not  admit  of  our  urging 
m  debate  the  condnct  of  the  Senate  of  the 
Mied  Biates  as  a  motive  for  deciding  the  opin- 
narfthis  Honse.  Why  is  itout  of  order?  Be- 
*"*«  the  excellence  of  oar  constitution  is,  that 
"*  Ugislatore  ahall  conast  of  two  Houses, 
**diof  which,  rfiall  act  on  its  own  ideas  of  pro- 
jwiy.  If  it  is  not  proper  to  mention  the  con- 
wrt  of  the  Benate  in  debate,  it  is  not  proper  to 
fflfer  it  to  overthrow  otir  opinions.  In  thia 
^*"  1  feel  myself  bonnd,  wi&i  all  due  defer- 
<««tothe  Senate,  to  examine  this  snbject  for 
i^T^lt  I  cannot  but  feel  the  weight  of  that 
'"e ;  but  I  cannot  forget  that  the  bill  respectr 
Vou  IV.— 11 


iug  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  onoe  passed 
in  that  House,  and  rijected  unanimously  In 
this,  without  being  permitted  to  be    read  a 

On  examining  this  bill,  sir,  I  do  not  find  that 
its  various  provisions  appear  to  coiistltate  one 
whole,  to  conform  with  any  system  of  policy, 
or  to  be  consistent  with  the  principles  of  any 
man  in  this  country.  It  is  certainly  not  the 
course  which  I  would  have  chosen ;  it  is  not 
consistent  with  the  course  marked  out  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress.  I  was  certainly  not 
in  favor  of  the  embargo ;  I  disapproved  of  that 
system  ;  and  when  I  saw  the  non- intercourse 
system,  I  considered  that  as  retaining  the  em- 
bargo principle,  but  not  with  so  much  precision, 
I  consider  this  bill  to  be  receding  from  a  weak 
position.  If  the  embargo  was  a  decisive  meas- 
ure, it  ought  to  have  been  taken  more  com- 
pletely at  the  OQtset  than  it  was.  But  it  failed. 
The  non-intercourse  was  abandoning  one  part 
and  retaining  another  of  the  system.  This  bill 
was  abandoning  a  part  of  the  non-intercourse 
system  and  retaining  apart.  When  I  look  at  iL 
I  see  nothing  in  it  at  which  any  portion  of 
American  citizens  can  rejoice  or  be  proud  of; 
nothing  of  a  firm,  dignified,  matnred,  sonad, 
consistent  policy,  to  be  maintained  on  general 
principles  against  all  the  world.  Am  I  then 
required  to  vote  for  a  measure  of  this  kind  f  I^ 
with  my  friend  from  MassaohnBettH  (Mr.QinNCl) 
I  could  suppose  that  voting  for  a  system  which 
I  did  not  like  would  destroy  it,  I  should  vote 
^r  it.  For,  if  I  nndersland  him,  he  dislikes  the 
Vrhole,  and  therefore  will  vote  for  this  part  of 
it.  The  whole  would  die  at  the  end  of  this 
session ;  but  to  show  his  anxiety  for  its  death 
he  must  keep  it  ahve  till  the  next  session  of 
Congress.  I  waa  very  much  pleased  with  a 
great  part   of  his  remarks;   I  approbated  Ids 

S remises,  but  his  conclusions  appeared  to  be 
ir«ctly  the  reverse  of  ttie  proper  result.  But  as 
he  is  a  gentleman  of  strong  powers  of  mind,  he 
may  wdl  be  able  to  draw  a  conclusion  which  I 
cannot 

Gentlemen  have  alluded  to  the  declarations 
of  the  Emrneror  of  France  In  relation  to  hia 
decrees.  When  Bonnparle  talks  of  the  freedom 
of  the  seas,  does  he  mean  the  same  idea  which 
we  attach  to  these  words  when  we  use  themt 
When  he  talks  of  the  principles  of  maritime 
law.  does  he  mean  the  same  as  we?  On  the 
subject  of  maritime  law,  has  he  not  stated 
things  which  before  were  unheard  of?  Cer- 
tainly, sir.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  always  un- 
derstood the  claims  of  the  United  States  as  a 
neutral  nation  to  bo,  not  to  assert  new  preten- 
sions, but  to  assert  such  claims  as  they  may 
think  reasonable  with  respect  to  principle,  and 
such  as  have  been  formerly  admitted  in  prac- 

With  respect  to  the  bill  before  ^ou,  there  has 
been  one  argument  used,  and  nn  imposing  one 
certainly,  provided  that  it  appeared  completely 
founded  in  fiict.  It  is  said  thiji  bill  is  considerett 
08  comporting  with  the  views  of  the  Executive 
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Government  of  the  conotrj ;  and  that  the  Ei- 
ecutive  has  acted  ho  well  in  condooUng  the  pre- 
liininar;  arraiigemeiit  for  raEUOTing  oettuin  ob- 
stoclea  to  negotiation,  that  on  tlie  whole  we 
OQght  to  assist  hb  administrstioiL  Oa  this  snb- 
ject,  nr,  I  have  to  olieerve  that  we  are  ntteriy 
without  official  eridence  on  thia  point.  We 
have  no  evidence  whatever,  of  an  official  nature, 
that  thia  bill  comport*  with  the  Exeontive  views. 
If  wa  have,  it  is  to  me  unknown.  We  have 
not,  during  the  present  Hesdon,  had  any  report 
in  detail  from  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Bela- 
tioDS.  If  that  oommittae  had  made  a  report) 
stating  facta  and  reasoning  as  the  baus  of  the 
bill,  1  might  consider  that  committee  as  having 
oonsnlted  the  Executive  of  the  conntrj,  and  as 
having  adopted  ita  disposition  as  the  b^ia  of  ita 
I»ooeediogs.  Bnt,  as  we  have  no  snch  thing, 
are  we  to  suppose  that  there  are  certain  gentle- 
men in  the  House  who  are  organs  of  oommani- 
cstion  of  the  Executive  wishes)  Have  we  any 
other  evidence  of  the  dispcmlion  of  the  Execn- 
tive  in  relation  to  this  biil  than  that  certwn  gentle- 
men ore  in  Givor  of  it}  IS,  on  this  subject,  the 
opinion  of  the  Executive  should  properly  de- 
cide ourindgment,  ought  we  not  to  have  had 
some  official  eipoaitiou  of  ihe  views  of  the 
Government !  As  we  have  no  such  information, 
we  are  to  examine  whether  this  bill  comports 
with  the  arrangement  made  with  Great  Bntain. 
Bat,  as  to  that,  1  bes  leave  to  be  deemed  as  not 
considering  m;eelf  pledged  by  that  Brrangement 
merelj.  As  to  mvsolf,  as  an  American,  I  am 
bj  DO  means  gratined  that  we  should  contend 
with  one  nation  becanse  (mother  does  oa  justice. 
A  atipnlation  of  that  kind  I  should  consider  as 
degrading  to  mj  ooontrj. 


have  given  us,  because  I  do  not  consider  it  as  a 
boon  that  the;  have  ceased  to  injure  ns.  But 
in  the  face  of  the  world  such  declarations  have 
been  furmallj  made  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States.  The  fact  is  known  toonrselvee, 
to  our  conntrjmen,  to  such  portiona  of  the 
foreign  world  as  ma;  take  an  interest  in  onr 
concerns.  And  in  comparing  this  bill  with 
those  dectarations,  will  it  be  possible  to  conceive 
that  we  are  consistent?  When  jou  had  differ- 
ence with  both  the  belligerenta,  what  was  joxu 
language?  Toa  talked  as  though  yon  would 
t^row  the  gauntlet  to  the  globe,  as  tboogh  you 
wonld  stretch  ODt  your  arm  and  smite  the  world. 
When  an  a^nstment  ia  made  with  one  of  those 
powers,  what  is  your  language?  lieally,  sir, 
the  difficnlty  under  which  the  Government  for- 
merly labored  was  said  to  be  this :  that  if  we  went 
to  war  with  both  nations.-— [Mr.  D.  quoted  a  part 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Eela- 
tionsof  last  seesion  on  this  sul^ect.]  I  conuder 
this  part  of  ihe  report,  said  he,  as  proceeding 
upon  assumptions  which  are  erroneous,  and 
founded  upon  grounds  untenable  and  inaccurat«. 
Bat  as  to  this  report,  which  appeared  to  receive 
the  approbation  of  n  majority  of  the  members  of 
the  House,  it  seems  to  be  clear  from  it,  that  were 
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it  not  that  you  were  so  equally  wrouged  by  both 
;  belligerents,  and  that  both  persisted,  you  cei- 
t^nly  would  have  engaged  in  war  with  one ; 
hot  that,  as  a  treble  war  was  rather  a  ^fficnlt 
plan,  it  was  best  to  continue  the  rtstriniTS' 

What  is  the,  declaration  made  to  the  SASA 
Minister  at  this  place,  by  our  Secretary  testate, 
on  this  subject?     Is  it  pretended  to  enUrinto 
any  stipulations  with  Great  Britain  oa  to  our 
conduct  ?     No,  sir ;  it  is  that  onr  measures  are 
adopted  on  the  principle  that  Uie  GoveriuiMat 
would  assert  the  rights  of  our  country  aguixt 
any  power  on  the  globe,  without  any  reTereDce 
to  pledgee.     On  this  point  I  wonld  call  tb«  it- 
tention  of  the  House  to  a  sentence  which  is  the 
moet  extraordinary  aurely  that  ever  was  put  to- 
gether.   And,  unless  it  be  a  dash  of  the  pen, 
Uke  that  of  the  brush  of  the  painter  who  painted 
at  one  dash  a  perfect  horse,  it  most  bave  been 
the  elaborate  labor  of  twenty-four  hoars;  in 
eitber  case  not  detracting  from  the  skill  of  tba 
author  of  it.    The  sentence  is  as  follows:  "Ai 
it  appears  atthe  same  time,  that,  in  making  tiiis 
offer.  His  Britannic  Majesty  derives  a  uiolivc 
from  the  equality,  now  existing,  in  the  relitiois 
of  the  United  States,  with  the  two  belligereoit 
powers,  the  President  owe#  it  to  the  oocaaon, 
and  to  himself,  to  iet  it  be  onderstood,  tbat  this 
equality  is aresnlt, incident  toastate  oftbinpj 
growing  out  of  distinct  oonsideratious."    If  any 
mortal,  from  the  depth  of  his  knowledge,  can 
specifically  tell  what  this  means,  he  may  pu) 
for  an  oracle.    It  proceeds  upon  this  idea:  that 
in  making  onr  arrangements  at  the  last  sesmon 
we  did  not  mean,  as  respects  saying  that  chat- 
ever  nation  insolted  ns  we  would  resent  it,  to 
please  Great  Briton  alone,  bnt  equally  topluM 
any  other  nation  whatever.     If  the  saying  this 
was  an  annnnciation  by  onr  Government  t«  die 
British  Government,  that  ia  making  this  ar- 
rangement we  are  not  milking  any  stipulatiou  in 
respect  to  France,  but  you  and  the  woiid  may 
know  that  whoever  invades  our  rights  iHnS 
meet  with  resistance,  adeqnate  to  the  crias,  if 
the  Government  can  find  means  to  aocompJiui 
it.    If  the  paragraph  be  thns  considered,  ne 
may  respect  the  dcctaratton  itself,  and  admire 
the  skill  with  which  it  is  so  worded  as  to  con- 
vey nothing  offensive  in  the  expres^oit.    In  this 
view,  I  am  willing  to  admit  it,  because  it  con- 
duces to  the  reputation  of  the  Government  and 
of  the  Secretaiy  of  State,  who  in  this  bonneai 
appears  to  have  conducted  with  the  iranknot 
of  a  man  of  talents,  and  the  manner  of  a  prW- 
tical  man  of  sense.    I  consider  thb  bill  as  not 
corresponding  with  the  resolutiona  of  last  see-  ^ 
sion,  as  not  corresponding  with  tbe  goneral  Knd- 
ment  in  regard  to  the  non-interconrse  lawwhen 
it  passed;  nor  with  the  general  aentiment  fairly 
to  be  collected  fh>m  the  correspondence  of  our 
officers  with  the  British  Minister. 

If  it  be  asked,  what  other  system  would  b« 
proper,  I  acknowledge  it  to  be  a  queetiw  of 
difficnlty.  But,  for  myself,  I  think  I  would  vy 
tbat  I  would  prefer  au  armed  neutrality  ;  not 
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nch  a  ODO  fis  distiognished  the  ooufederac;  ii 
the  Baltic,  not  one  to  uaert  new  pretensions 
bat  oDe  temperate  in  its  claims,  specific  in  ib 
object  And  I  could  really  wish  that  in  thi 
present  state  of  the  world  we  shoald  tnm  ou: 
sttention  to  a  sjstem  of  policy  which  shall  be 
Ibunded  on  general  principles,  and  at  least  sa; 
vhat  are  ttie  rights  wbioh  as  nentrals  we  claim, 
ud  what  the  preteDsions  to  which  as  nentrals 
ve  iriH  submit;  and  if  onr  legislation  were  of 
Qiat  charact^  we  never  should  be  embarraseed 
■a  we  are.  We  pass  a  law  that  if  edicts  of  the 
Itelligerents  be  revoked  or  modified,  trade  shall 
be  reoewed.  Now,  the  edicta  tben  in  eziateDoe 
tuight  be  revoked,  and  othen  sabatitated,  and 
tbe  law  wonld  be  complied  witli.  The  whole 
^itein  hai  been  constitated  too  much  in  refer- 
uioe  to  particular  coses. 

But  I  have  one  farther  objection  to  this  bill, 
riz :  that  b  J  it  yon  do  permit  trade  with  French 
trading  Teasels,  thna.  There  is  no  'prohibition 
to  the  fiimiBhing  sapplies  to  French  vessels. 
The  F^nch  vessels,  gomg  to  sea,  go  armed  and 
nuder  the  anthoritj  of  their  Government;  and 
coming  into  the  ports  of  this  oonntcr  may  be 
rap)died  with  any  tbing  tbey  wish  withoat  an 
infiaction  of  the  letter  of  the  lav.  Let  any 
pnUic  armed  vessel  come  into, the  wateti  of 
the  United  States,  and  they  may  pnrohase  what- 
ever they  please.  There  is  no  law  to  prohibit 
it,  DOT  any  authority  placed  in  tbe  Government 
of  tbe  United  State)  to  prevent  them  from  pnr- 
chuing.  Tbe  state  of  the  case  now  is,  tbat 
yoor  vessels  shall  not  be  cleared  oat  to  carry 
any  thing  to  France,  but  your  boats  and  every 
thhig  UiAt  soils  may  be  employed  to  carry  pro- 
visions to  French  armed  ships  in  yonr  harbors, 
and  they  may  be  completely  loaded.  If  this  be 
tbe  intention  of  gentlemen,  I  have  nothing 
(brtber  to  say ;  if  it  be  not  tbeir  intention,  they 
win  have  in  this  case,  as  they  hove  had  in 
others,  a  very  great  experience  of  tbe  disadvan- 
ttees  of  nndeitaking  to  chop  np  law. 

From  theee  general  views  of  tbe  sobject,  sir, 
I  am  Dppo!«d  to  the  passage  of  the  law. 

Meests.  Fitkdi  and  Qtrracr  stated  their  rea- 
HDS  for  voting  against  the  bill. 

And  on  the  qnestion,  "  Shall  the  bill  pass  1 " 
it  was  dedded  in  the  affirmative — yeas  72,  nays 
IS,  as  follows: 

Teas.— LemncI  J.  Alitoo,  Villli  Alston,  Jr.,  Wil- 


CdU),  Jamci  Cochran,  Orchard  Co'^  James  Cox, 
Kdiud  Cott^  SiAm  Dawson,  Joseph  Deiha,  Jamei 
Ebou,  J.  W.  Eppe^  Waiisin  Rndlsy,  Joomtbui 
FU,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thoauw  Gholwn,  jr.,Feterwii 
Gsodvjn,  Thomas  &.  Qotd,  Danlal  HsiMer,  WilUam 
Bdmi,  Jacob  Bnf^,  Robart  JmUiu,  Kehard  U 
Jthaan,  William  Komedy,  Hennan  Kniekerbaoker, 
bUtI  Lb  Boy  livingrtoD,  John  Love,  Hattbaw 
If«,  laioo  Lyle.  Robert  Marian,  Vincent  Matthawi, 
" !l  HcKee,  Williuii  Milnor,  John  Mor- 


Rea,  of  PsnntylvaDia,  John  Rhea  cf  TeaneMee,  Mat- 
thias Kchmrds,  John  Roane,  EHMDoer  Sage,  Tlioiiias 
Sammoiu,  Daniel  SheSej,  John  Smilis,  Geoige 
Smith,  Samnel  Smith,  Henry  SontharJ,  Jnhn  Stan- 
ley, James  Stephenson,  Jacob  Smx^,  J(^n  Thomp- 
nn,  Uri  Traoj,  Nicholas  Vui  Dyk«,  Archibald  Van 
Hcvne,  Robert  Wemklsy,  Laban  Wheaton,  Kobart 
nliitebiU,  Eiekiel  Whitman,  Robert  Witherapomi, 
■nd  Riclwrd  Wf  nn. 

DaniBl  Blaisddl,  3(Ara  C;  Chamherlahi,  S. 


ford,  and  John  Taylor. 
Abeent,  61  members. 


WmmsDAT,  Jone  98. 

EnagraaUfivm  OtAa. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  KAajOK,  tbe  Honse  resolv- 

editselfintoaGommitte«of  the  Whole  on  the 

II  for  the  remission  of  certain  flnee  and  penal- 

[This  bill  provides  for  the  remission  of  penal- 
ties incnrrred  by  tbe  ca[>tatns  and  owners  of 
vessels  which  have  been  compelled  to  take  on 
board  emigrants  from  Cabs,  witli  their  slaves, 
tbe  landing  of  the  latter  in  tbe  United  States 
having,  under  present  lawa,  forfeited  the  ves- 
sels and  cargoes  and  fined  the  persons  oon- 
eernedj 

Ur.  Uabiok  observed  that  ha  had,  a  day  or 
two  ago,  presented  petitions  from  persons  bring- 
in  slaves,  amongst  which  were  some  docu- 
ments, one  of  which  was  the  opinion  of  the 
district  conrt  of  South  Carolina,  by  which  it 

ipeared  that,  if  the  bill  parsed  in  tbe  present 

ape,  no  relief  wonld  be  afforded  by  it ;  for,  it 

td  not  appeared  on  the  trial  that  the«ZaDra  were 
forcibly  expelled  from  the  island,  though  tht 
owner*  were.  He  therefbre  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  include  slaves  owned  by  persona  who 
were  expelled  the  island. — Ifouon  agreed  to 
without  opposition. 

Ur.  U.  then  moved  to  add  a  proviso :  'Mnti 
prtmided,  aUo,  tbat  such  slaves  shall  have  been 
broQght  in  at  the  ssme  time  as  tbeir  owners, 
respectively." — Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Ross  observed  that  a  former  act  on  the 
subject  of  the  importation  of  slaves  said,  that 
It  should  not  be  lawful  to  bring  into  the  United 
States  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color, 
with  intention  to  sell  the  same  or  bold  them  as 
slaves.  Tbe  present  ease  appeared  to  him  to  be 
one  in  direct  violation  of  that  law.  Under  tbe 
act  of  1807,  it  had  become  the  duty  of  the  conrt 

examine  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
parties  to  iniVinge  or  violate  the  laws.  After  a 
fair  eiaminaUon  by  a  conrt,  under  a  desire  to 
relieve  those  interested,  and  a  failnre  of  every 
attempt  to  show  that  they  were  compelled  to 
take  on  board  these  slaves,  was  tbe  Honse  about 

_  ^^  in  Judgment  and   reversa  the  deciMOnt 

Vvfeolu  r[  Moore,  Thorns*  NewtDn,  Joieph  ?B«rac^  I  Mr.  R.  said  that  provision  was  also  made  in  the 
J-  bn  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Jonah  Qnincy,  John  I  bill  as  to  slaves  that  may  hereafter  arrive  in  the 
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United  States,  giving  a  power  to  the  Presideot 
of  the  Unitfld  States,  at  his  discretion,  to  set 
omde  the  law.  What  reason  conld  there  be  for 
ODacting  this  law,  if  the  prinoiplea  of  the  law  of 
1807  were  ooirect?  If  it  waa  intended,  by  a 
aide  blow,  to  repeal  that  law,  he  had  rather  see 
it  done  at  once;  and  not,  whilst  in  appearance 
we  had  saoh  a  law,  to  give  the  President  a  dia. 
peomng  power  over  it.  It  was  said  that  the 
persons  oonoerned  in  bringing  them  in  were 
distressed.  How  diBtreaeed?  Oulj  becanse 
thej  ooold  not  prove  thef  were  compelled  to 
bring  them  into  the  oonutij.  Ifr,  R.  svd  he 
did  not  wish  to  irritate  the  feelings  of  gentle- 
men from  an;  portdon  of  the  Union,  but  he  was 
Borrj  to  see  a  hill  introdnced  to  nnsettle  what 
be  noncdved  to  be  a  valuable  provimon,  enacted 
some  sessions  ago. 

Hr.  Nbwton  said  be  felt  as  much  repugnance 
as  the  gentleman  from  Fennsjlvania  to  touch 
that  law ;  but,  if  the  gentleman  would  conuder 
that  this  was  a  case  of  a  pecoliar  nature,  at- 
tended  with  singular  circnniBtanoes,  he  woold 
withdraw  his  olgection.  And  he  verily  believ- 
ed, that  had  the  Legislature  foreseen  what  had 
taken  phLce,  tbej  woold  certdnlj  have  inserted 
a  propision  to  meet  the  case  which  bad  oocmred. 
Let  it  be  recollected,  said  he,  that  the  unfortn- 
nate  Frenchmen  driven  on  our  coast,  were  some 
time  ago  driven  from  St.  Domingo,  and  were 
obliged  to  take  shelter  at  Cnba.  Knoe  the  oom- 
menoement  of  the  war  it|  Sp^  Oaba  has 
almost  witneesed  the  same  scenes  as  6t.  Di>- 
mingo.  These  people  were  forced  to  leave 
the  island  in  distress,  and  take  what  portion  of 
property  they  conld  collect.  They  could  not 
go  to  France,  becanse  no  vessels  of  that  conn- 
try  were  permitted  to  touch  at  the  island  of 
CabfL  neither  could  they  go  to  the  French 
islands  in  the  West  Indies.  There  was  no 
country  open  to  them  but  America.  The 
American  captains,  then,  were  forced  to  take 
the  French  on  board,  and  with  them,  a  few 
body  servants ;  and,  under  the  former  law, 
these  vessels  are  seized,  and  liable  to  fbrfeitore, 
our  merchants  to  suffer  the  loss  of  veaael  and 
cargo,  and  the  poor  emigrants  to  lose  all  their 
little  property.  Let  it  be  recollected  that  the 
law  of  1807  does  not  interfere  with  the  State 
riglits  on  the  subject.  This  bill  only  goes  so  far 
as  to  remit  all  fines  and  penalties  incurred  by 
the  capt^ns  of  vessels,  and  release  the  property 
which  would  otherwise  be  condemned,  and  re- 
lieve the  perfectly  innocent  merchants  who 
wonid  otherwise  suffer.  Let  us  say  to  these 
nnfortonatea,  as  Dido  to  jEneas,  when  he  was 
exUed  from  Troy:  "I  have  suffered  misfortane 
myself  and  therefore  know  how  to  extend  the 
hud  of  relief  to  othera" 

Mr.  Vasios  said  that  if  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  (tli.  Ross)  thonght  that  he  had  a 
wish  or  intention  to  increase  the  number  of 
slaves,  he  was  much  mistaken.  The  laws  of 
South  Carolina  prohibited  the  bringing  these 
slaves,  or  any  other,  into  the  State;  jet  t^ey 
had  been  brought  there,  and  the  persons  bting- 


iog  them  there  mnst  gjve  security  that  they 
wonld  have  thera  earned  out  of  the  Stsle. 
Now,  by  the  non-intercoorse  law,  the  Stale  «u 
prevented  from  sending  them  away;  they 
would,  of  coarse,  remain  here  till  tbe  law  pet- 
mittad  them  to  be  sent  o^  for  they  could  go 
nowhere  but  to  France  and  her  dependencies, 
France  being  at  war  with  ell  the  rest  of  tli« 
world.  Mr.  M.  said  that  there  were  several  lap- 
tains  now  injoi]  under  sentence  of  court  for  lisv. 
ing  brought  those  people  into  the  conntr;  \  ha 
submitted  to  the  Honse  whether,  nuder  the  dr- 
camstanccs  of  the  case,  the  captains  had  not  good 
reason  to  suppose  that  they  would  not  be  eob' 
Ject  to  the  penalty  of  the  law.  The  law  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  of  slaves  was  oC  t 
highly  penal  nature,  and  different  from  all 
other  laws  of  that  nature,  having  no  clause  in 
it  gi  ving  a  power  of  remission  of  penalties ;  and 
this  bill  was  gnarded  in  saoh  a  manner  that  no 
evil  conl^  arise, 

Mr.  Macon  stud  it  was  catainly  trae  that  the 
Southern  conntry  wanted  no  more  slaves.  Hx 
sole  object  of  the  bill  was  to  get  them  a»ay. 
However  desirous  the  people  might  be  to  hold 
that  property,  there  conld  be  no  fear  of  tfaeii 
wanting  them  from  the  West  Indies. 

Mr.  MosTooiiEST  said  it  was  pecoliarlj  neces- 
sary to  pass  this  bill  to  get  rid  of  the  immense 
nnmber  of  slaves  brought  into  New  Orleans; 
for  every  one  must  know  that  thej  were  net 
wanted  there.  They  were  too  nnmerom  to 
condnoe  there,  and  this  bill  was  int^ded  to 
make  proviuon  for  their  eiportation. 

Ur.  KKwroJe  produced  a  letter  from  the  cd- 
leotor  of  New  Orleans  on  this  enl^ect 

Mr.  Tatlob  said  it  never  could  have  been 
the  intention  or  spirit  of  the  law  of  1807  to  in- 
crease onr  population  in  fr«e  blacks.  It  was 
not  to  set  frae  the  people  of  this  description 
that  the  law  had  been  passed,  but  to  prevent 
them  from  being  brought  here  nt  alL  For  even 
in  PenuHjlvania  he  had  no  doubt  the  gentlenun 
woold  be  content  to  have  no  farther  population 
of  this  sort.  Mr.  T.  said  that  hs  knew  that  in 
the  Soathem  States  there  waa  an  extreme  aver- 
sion to  receiving  an  additional  free  black  popit 
lation.  The  intent  of  this  bill,  eo  far  from 
being  in  hostility  to  the  law  quoted  bj  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  was  in  {urther- 
ance  of  it  It  was  to  remove  them  out  of  tha 
conntry. 

Mr.  Boss  said  that  it  was  atraage  that  tha 
Hoose  shoold  have  a  hill  before  it  contemplat- 
ing the  removal  of  a  certain  deacription  of  per- 
sons ont  of  the  country,  when  nothing  of  the 
kind  appeared  on  the  face  of  it.  If  that  was  its 
intention,  there  should  be  a  oonditton  that  the 
persons  bringing  in  these  slaves  ahoold  cuiy 
them  out  t^n. 

Mr.  Nbwtoh  observed  tliat  nnlesa  this  bv 
passed,  the  inevitable  consaqnenoe  ronst  be  that 
the  negroes  mnst  rem^n  here.  He  did  not 
want  tbem,  they  brought  priaciplas  which  it 
was  known  would  not  promote  onr  interest  or 
happineas. 
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Tbe  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill. 

Mr.  Nkwtos  moved  a  new  section  for  the  re- 
lief of  Foster  and  Girard,  of  New  York,  whose 
ihip  had  been  forfeited  under  the  law  prohibit- 
ing the  importation  of  slaves. — Agreed  to, 

And  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
ind  sabeeqnentl;  passed  witbont  opposition. 

.^MKJn^  Semon. 
Mr.  Boot  reported  that  the  committee  had 


waited  on  the  President  according  to  order,  wlio 
was  pleased  to  saj  that  be  had  no  further  coni- 
mnnioations  to  make. 

About  nine  o'clock,  all  the  bills  baving  been 
enrolled  and  signed,  a  motion  was  made  to  ad- 
jonm,  and  carried;  and  the  Spkuxb,  a^r 
wishing  the  members  of  the  House  a  pleasant 
Jonmej  home,  and  a  happy  meeting  with  their 
flienda,  n^jonmed  the  House  to  the  fonrth  Uon- 
daj  in  November  next. 
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PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE. 


Monday,  November  27, 1809. 
CoDfonnsblr  h)  the  act  pu«ed  at '  ~ 


lutw 


don,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  fix  the  time  for  the 
next  meeting  of  Congreaa,"  the  aeoond  eesnon 
of  the  elerentb  Congress  commenoed  this  daj ; 
and  the  Senate  asaembled,  in  th^  Chamber,  at 
the  citj  of  Waahingtoi 


NioBOLU  GiLMAB,  from  New  Hampshire. 

Tdiotht  Fioebbiko,  from  Uaaaachosetts. 

CHi.inioET  GooDBioH,  from  ConnecticnL 

Stkphbn  R,  Bbadlet  and  Sosxtbux  Robht- 
aoK,  from  Yomont. 

JoHH  LufBBKC,  train  Kew  Jersey. 

AsmEw  Gbboo  and  Miohakl  Lub,  fi^tm 
Pennsjlvania. 

William  B,  Gilu,  from  Vininia. 

Jjjm  TcKfBx,  fivm  North  Carolina. 

Thoiub  SrvTKB  and  Jobs  Gaillabd,  fr(Mn 
8onth  Carolina.  • 

BuoEKEB  Thbustob  and  Jomt  Por>,  from 
Eentnckj. 

RKTDBir  JotrATOAs  Uxiae  and  Brurun  Gbis- 
voLO,  from  Ohio, 

The  nmnber  of  Benfttora  present  not  being 
sufficient  to  constitiite  a  qnomm,  the  Senate 
B^nmed  to  11  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

TcsaDAT,  November  S8. 

The  Senate  asaembled— present  as  jeaterday ; 
and  Obasiak  Qkxiuji,  from  the  State  of  New 
York;  Jakbs  Hillbodbb,  tcom  the  State  of 
OonDeoticnt;  Etibwi,  Ui.ibbwboii,  from  the 
State  of  Bhod«  Island;  and  Nabtw  Fakkkk, 
from  the  State  of  New  Hampohire,  severallj 
attended. 

Andkbw  Gbxoq,  Preddent  ptv  tempore,  re- 
anmed  the  ohair. 


The _  

the  Snrrejor  of  die  Fablio  Bniidings,  stating 
the  difficnlties  that  have  prevented  the  entire 
completion  of  the  permanent  Senate  Chamber 
which  letter  was  read. 


Ord«rtd,  That  the  Secretary  acqnunt  Ox 
House  of  Represeotativefl  that  a  qnonun  of  tlu 
Senate  Is  oasembled,  and  ready  to  atleud  to  bus- 
iness. 

Orderei,  That  Messrs.  Giuun  and  Gaillud 
be  a  committee  on  the  port  of  the  Senate,  to- 
gether with  snch  committee  as  may  be  qqxrint- 
ed  by  the  Honse  of  Bepreeentatives  on  tbtir 
part,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  Coiled 
States,  and  notify  him  that  a  qnomm  of  the  two 
Eottses  is  assembled,  and  read;  to  receive  any 
communications  that  be  may  be  pleased  to  nut« 
to  them. 

Ordered,  Ibal  the  Secretary  acquaint  tie 
House  of  B^resentativea  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  RepresentitiTea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Honse  hars  t^ 
pointed  a  oommittee,  on  their  part,  Jointly  with 
each  committee  aa  may  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  to  wwt  oo  the  Prerident  irf 
the  United  Stated,  and  notify  him  that  a  qnomii 
of  the  two  Honses  is  aswmbled,  and  nady  to 
reoNve  any  oommnnieations  that  he  m^  b» 
'eased  to  make  to  diem. 

SetoUitd,  That  James  Ifothers,  Sergeentat- 
Arms  and  Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  be,  and  be 
is  hereby,  anthoiized  to  employ  one  asdstact 
and  two  Dorsee,  for  the  purpose  of  perfonning 
BQch  servioes  as  are  osnslly  requirod  by  tbs 
Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate ;  and  that  the  sam  of 
twenty-eight  dollars  be  allowed  him  weekly  for 
that  purpose,  to  commence  with,  and  remain 
during  the  scteion,  and  for  twenty  days  afler. 

Mr.  Gilmas  reported,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee, that  they  had  wuted  on  the  Freddeiit 
•  'le  United  Sutea,  agreeably  to  order,  ana 
the  Pre^deot  of  the  United  States  informed 
the  committee  that  he  would  make  a  eommDm- 
cation  to  the  two  Honses  to-morrow,  at  1) 
o'clock. 

WamnwDAT,  November  29. 
Jambs  Llotd,  from  the  Stst«  of  UassadiD- 
setts,  attended. 


,L-ooglc 


ISM.] 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 

n*  Prrtidtiifi  Mtnage. 
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Prtrid«nfit  Mamage. 
Th«  fitllowing  ileesage  was  received  ftoro  tho 

PlESIDE^n  Of   THE  UNITED    ^AIES : 
FJim-atatmt  efUu  Smote,  and  , 

of  lit  Hone  of  Be^rttattatiBn : 
At  tha  period  of  our  kit  meeting,  I  had  tbe 
Ewtim  of  eommiuucBling  ■□  adjiutmaat  with  one  of 
tbe  principsl  belligerent  tintiaiiB,  highly  Important  In 
itaclf)  tod  itill  mon  M,  u  pieeagiog  ■  more  extended 
•aommoditioD.  It  ia  willl  deep  concern  I  un 
In  iofbno  joo,  that  tbe  favonble  procpect  hu 
flTodoaded  bj  A  refoMl  of  tbe  Britiih  OoTemment 
te  dill  by  the  act  of  it*  Hiiuster  PlenipotentiBiy, 
nd  ^  ito  auoiag  pofiej'  tawaidi  the  United  Stales, 
u  Ken  Chnmgli  tbe  oonmiumcatioiu  of  tlie  Minlater 
nut  to  leplaoe  him. 

WhitiTer  pleu  nuj  be  nrged  for  A  diiaToml  lA 
eo^igflmenti  formed  bj  diplomaCio  fonctiooejieA,  \i 
CUB  where,  by  the  terms  of  tha  engagemeati,  i 
Dnda*]  ntificatioD  is  reaerved ;  or  where  notice  al 
tba  time  may  hare  been  given  of  a  departure  ftaa 
inMinetioDa;  <r,  ia  eilrBordinarj  cuea,  eiHntiolIy 
Tiditing  the  principles  of  equitj ;  a  disavowal  coiJd 
Kt  hsTv  been  apprehended  in  a  case  whn«  no  soch 
notice  or  Ti elation  existed;  when  no  nich  ratifica- 
liai  wu  re«erTBd  ;  and,  more  especially,  where,  as  it 
no*  In  proof,  lui  engngement,  to  be  eiecnted,  wlth- 
nit  uy  such  ratification,  was  coutemplatsd  by  the 
iutmctioat  giren,  and  when  it  had,  with  good  faith, 
Wh  ozAtA  into  immediate  eieoBtion  on  the  part  of 
As  United  Statea 

Ibeu  coarideratioDi  not  haiiiif;  latrained  the  Srlc- 
idi  GorennneDt  &om  disavowing  the  arrangement, 
tj  tirtna  of  w^ikh  itt  wden  in  coonciL  were  to  be 
mvked,  ud  the  event  authorizing  the  renewal  of 
OBuneRdal  iutcrconrse  having  thus  not  taken  place, 
it  neoeisuity  became  a  qneitioD  of  eqnal  nigency 
ud  importance,  whether  the  act  pruiiblting  that 
istCRonrse  was  not  to  be  conudcred  as  remaining  in 
fcSil  fores.  This  qnestion  being,  after  dua  delibera- 
liai,  determined  in  the  nffirmatiTe,  a  proclamation 
Id  dut  effect  was  imued.  It  ooold  not  bnt  happen, 
tmner,  that  a  retnm  to  this  Mate  of  things,  from 
llat  irhich  had  fbilowed  an  eieontion  of  the  arrann- 
ncBt  by  the  United  States,  wonld  involve  difiioolties. 
Widi  a  view  to  dimimih  these  as  much  as  possible, 
lbs  instmctiooa  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry, 
BOW  laid  beftnre  jDn,  oeie  transmitted  to  the  coUect- 
oi  of  the  several  HSts.  If,  in  permitting  Btitiih 
nods  to  depart  -witlKnit  giving  bonds  not  to  proceed 
to  Ihdr  own  pivte,  it  should  appear  that  the  tenor  of 
Ispl  authority  baa  not  been  strictly  punned,  it  is  to 
be  oacribed  to  the  anxious  desire  which  was  felt, 
tiiot  DO  indiviiluala  ^ould  be  injured  by  so  nnfore- 
*n  sn  occntrEnee :  and  I  relyon  tbe  regardof  Con- 
;reis  for  the  eqnitable  interests  of  onr  own  citixeno, 
V>  »ia\A  whatever  further  proviMoni  may  be  found 
requiale  for  a  general  TemisuoQ  of  penoltiea  involnu- 


Ibe  recall  of  Ibe  disavowed  Minister  having  been 
Mlowed  bj  the  appointment  of  a  mccessor,  hopes 
nt*  indniged  that  Uie  new  misdon  would  <antribnte 
n  alleviate  tbe  diaa]ipointment  wbieb  hod  been  pro- 
Jsced,  and  to  remove  the  eaoses  which  had  so  long 
mlarroMed  the  good  nnderstanding  of  the  two  na- 
tMo.  U  conM  not  be  doubted  that  it  would  at  least 
bsdiaiged  with  conciliatory  eiplanatlona  of  the  step 
*tich  bad  been  taken,  and  with  proposals  to  be  sntC- 
■titiited  (or  tbe  rejected  anangement.  Reasonable 
••d  uivcml  aa  tlu*  eipeotstion  was,  it  also  hai  not 


been  fulBlled.  From  the  first  officuil  disclomres  of 
the  DOW  UiniMer,  it  was  found  that  he  bad  received 
no  anthority  to  enter  into  explonatioDa  relative  to 
either  branch  of  the  arrangement  disavowed,  not 
any  anthority  to  substitute  proposals,  as  to  that 
branch  which  concerned  the  British  ordsn  in  coun- 
cil. And,  finally,  that  his  pivposals  with  respect  to 
the  other  blanch,  the  attadc  on  the  frigate  Chesa- 
peake, were  foaoded  on  a  presumption,  repeatedly 
declared  to  be  InadmisHble  by  the  Uidtsd  Stateij 
that  the  Gnt  step  towards  adjustment  was  dna  from 
^m ;  the  proposali,  at  the  same  time,  omitting 
even  a  tefeeanoe  to  the  officer  answerable  far  the 
murderous  aggression,  and  asserting  a  claim  not  less 
contrary  to  the  Briti^  laws  and  British  practice, 
than  to  the  principles  and  obligations  of  the  United 
States. 

The  eotrespondenoe  between  the  Department  of 
State  and  this  Minister  will  show  how  unessentially 

been  varied  in  its  progress.    It  will  show,  also,  tha^ 

forgetting  the  re^>ect  dne  to  all  governments,  he  did 
not  refrain  from  impntations  on  Uiis,  which  requimd 
that  no  furtlier  commnniaatioDS  shoold  be  received 
from  him.  The  necessity  of  this  step  will  be  made 
known  to  His  Britsnnio  Majesty,  thnnigh  the  Minis- 
ter PlenipotentiaiT  of  the  United  States  in  London. 
And  it  would  indicate  a  want  of  the  confidenoe  due 
to  a  Govermnent  whioh  so  well  imderstands  and  ex- 
acts wbat  becomes  foreign  Ministers  near  it,  not  to 
infer  that  the  misDOnduct  of  its  own  Representative 
will  be  viewed  in  tbe  some  light  in  which  it  boa 
been  regarded  here.  The  British  Goventment  will 
learn,  at  the  same  time,  that  a  ready  attention  will 
be  given  to  communications,  through  any  channel 
which  may  be  anhstitnted.  It  will  be  haj^v,  if  the 
change  in  this  respect  should  be  accompanied  by  a 
'-rorable  retfsioa  oS  the  nnlViendly  policy  which 
4  been  so  long  pursued  towards  tho  United  Statea 
With  Fnmce,  tho  other  heUigerent,  whose  ttes- 
,  ssee  on  onr  commercial  rights  have  long  been  the 
subject  of  our  just  remonstrances,  the  posture  of  our 
relations  does  not  eorrespond  with  the  measures 
taken  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  eSect  a  fk- 
vcaable  changeL  Tia  restilt  of  the  aeifiral  commu- 
nications mods  to  her  Govenmient^  In  pursnance  of 
the  anthoritieB  vested  by  Congress  lu  tbe  Eiecntivei 
is  contained  in  tbe  correqnndenoe  of  oar  Minister  at 
Paris,  now  laid  before  you. 

By  some  of  the  other  belligerents,  olthonsb  pro- 
fessing just   and  amicable  di^msitions,  ii^unes  ma- 
terially affecting  our  commerce  have  not  been  duly 
itrolled  or  repressed.    In  these  caaei^  tbe  interpod- 
ns  deemed  proper,  on  onr  par^  have  not  been 
iltled.     But,  it  well  deserves  the  consideration  of 
the  Legislature,  how  far  both   the  aatetj  and  the 
honor  of  the  American  flag  may  be  consulted,  by 
adequate  provfsions  against  that  collusive  prostita- 
tion  of  it  by  individnalB,  nnworthy  of  the  Atuerican 
name,  which  has  ao  much  favored  the  real  or  pre- 
tended nu[Mciona,  under  which  the  honest  oomineic* 
of  their  fellow-citiiens  has  suffbred. 

In  relation  to  tbe  powers  on  the  coast  of  Baibaty, 
nothing  has  occoith]  whioh  is  not  of  a  nature  rather 
spire  confidence  than  distrust,  as  to  tbe  oontinu- 
of  the  existing  amity.    With  our  Indian  neigh- 
bor, the  just  and  benevolent  nstom   continued  to- 
wards them,  bos  also  preserved  peace,  and  is  more 
and  more  advancing  habit*  favorable  to  their  civili- 
lation  and  h^>|dnesa 
From  a  statement  whiob  will  be  made  by  the  Scc- 
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reUi7  of  War,  it  will  ba  Men  that  (be  fortificatlooi 
DD  our  maritioia  Irqptier   are,  id  manj  of  th«  porta, 

completed,  affording  Che  defence  which  wh  eontem- 
pUCed  ;  and  that  ■  fotther  titne  will  he  leqniied  to 
render  complata  tba  woiki  in  Che  harbor  of  New  York, 
and  in  some  other  places.  Bjr  the  enlargement  of 
ihe  works,  and  the  smptofmeDt  of  a  greater  nninber 
of  hands  at  the  public  annorisa,  the  mpp];  of  small 
arma,  of  an  improring  qnali^,  appearato  he  annnallj 
increaiiug,  st  a  rata,  that,  withonC  thoae  made  od  pri- 
Tau  contract,  ma;  be  expected  to  go  far  toward) 
pnniding  for  Che  pablie  eiigenc  j. 

The  act  of  CoDgraei  providing  for  the  eqnipmeat 
of  oar  veiieli  of  war  having  been  fall;  carried  into 
eiecntion,  I  refer  to  the  iCatemant  of  tbe  Sacretarj 
of  tha  Kavj  for  the  infonoBCioD  which  may  be  proper 
on  Chat  ■atgect.  To  that  BtatemanC  is  added  a  view 
of  the  traiufen  of  ippropriatiana,  anthoriied  b;  the 
set  of  the  seuion  pisceding  Che  laat,  and  of  tha 
gronnd*  on  which  the  transfer*  were  made. 

nliaterer  mav  be  Che  conraa  of  jonr  deliberations 
on  tha  subject  of  onrmilitaijeatablishmenti,  I  should 
ful  in  my  dot;  in  not  recommending  to  jonr 
attention  Che  importance  of  Eiviog  to  oar  militia,  the 
great  balwaric  of  onr  RCority  and  reaonroe  of  cor 
power,  an  oi;ganiiation  the  but  adapted  to  eTCntoal 
ntnatione,  for  which  the  United  States  onghC  to  be 
prepared. 

The  soma  which  had  been  preriooid;  aocnmnlated 
Id  the  Tmasor;,  together  with  the  receipta  daring 
the  year  eodiog  on  the  80th  of  September  last,  and 
amounting  to  more  Chan  nine  millions  of  dollan, 
have  enabled  as  to  folfil  all  onr  engagemente,  and  to 
defrajF  the  cnrrent  expenses  of  oar  Goverament, 
withont  ncncring  to  anj  loan.  Bot  the 
of  onr  commerce,  and  Cbe  consequent  "  ' 
the  pohlic  resenne,  will  probably  produce  a  dofi- 
deucy  in  the  rscnipta  of  the  ensuing  year,  for  which, 
and  tin  other  details,  I  refer  to  tha  sutemsnt*  which 
will  be  transmitted  thim  tha  Treasuiy, 

Id  the  staCa  which  has  been  presenCad  of  onr 
affairs  wlt^  Che  great  parties  Co  a  disasCrous  and  pro- 
tracted war,  carried  on  in  a  mode  equally  injurious 
and  unjust  to  Che  United  States  as  a  neutral  naCioo, 
Che  wisdom  of  the  KaCional  LegisUtoie  will  be  again 
summoned  to  the  importaot  decision  on  the  altema- 
tires  before  them.  That  these  will  be  met  in  a  spirit 
worth;  of  the  councils  of  a  nation  conscious  both  of 
its  rectitude  and  of  its  rights,  aad  careful  as  welt  of 
its  honor  as  of  its  peace,  J  hare  on  entire  confidence. 
And  Chat  Che  result  will  he  sCamped  by  a  nnanimi^ 
becoming  the  occasion,  and  be  laj^xnted  by  erei; 
portioo  of  oor  cidieni,  with  a  patriotism  enlighCened 
and  ioTigorated  by  eipaiience,  onght  as  little  la  be 
doubted. 

In  the  midst  of  the  wrongs  and  Taxations  experi~ 
diced  from  external  causey  there  ia  much  room  for 
cinigratulutiQQ  on  the  prosperity  and  liap{nneis  Sow- 
ing Irom  our  siLuaCJon  at  homo.  The  blessing  of 
health  has  never  been  more  uiiiTersal.  The  fmlta 
of  tha  seasons,  thongh  in  particular  articles  and  dis- 
tricts short  of  their  usual  redundancy,  are  more  Chan 
sufficient  for  our  wants  and  our  comforts.  The  lace  of 
oar  country  every  where  presents  tha  evidenca  of  laud- 
able enterprise,  of  extensive  capital,  and  of  durable 
improvement  In  a  cnllivalion  of  Che  materials,  and 
tha  exCenaon  of  useful  manufacCures,  more  espei^j 
in  Che  general  applicaCion  to  household  fabrics,  we 
behold  a  rapid  diminution  of  onr  dependence  on 
fbreigii  supplies.  Kor  is  it  unworthy  of  refiectioD, 
that  this  revolnCIon  in  our  poraiuts  and  habits  is  in 


Minimr.  (DBcniBEa,  1809, 

no  alight  di^ree  a  conseqnence  of  those  iiD|Kilitic 
and  arlHtrary  edicts,  by  which  Cbe  contending  ns- 
tiona,  in  endeavoring,  each  of  them,  to  obaroctooi 
trade  with  tha  other,  bavo  so  far  abridged  oor  suam 
of  procnring  the  prodnctions  and  mainifsetiim  t/ 
which  our  own  are  now  Caking  Che  place. 

RscoUecting,  ^waji.  thac,  for  aveiy  sdvanCigs 
which  may  contribnta  to  distiagiush  oor  lot  Stan 
that  to  which  othen  are  doomed  by  the  nnbsfi]^ 
spirit  of  tha  times,  we  are  indebted  to  thai  KTin 
ProvideDCe  whose  goodness  has  beea  so  ranaiksblj 
extended  to  this  risng  nation,  it  beconua  u  ts 
cherish  a  devout  gratiCade,  and  to  implara,  &om  tin 
same  Omnipotent  soorce,  a  bleadng  on  the  contdtt- 
tions  and  measures  about  to  be  n^citaken  In  tbe 
welfare  of  our  beloved  cotintry. 

JAMES  HADISOX. 

NovmoiEB  39,  1809. 

The  Heesage  and  dooameatB  therein  referred 
to  were  read,  and  five  bnndred  ooines  of  the 
Message,  and  &lso  five  hundred  copies  of  tbs 
Message  together  vrith  £ve  hundred  ocincs  of 
the  documents,  were  ordered  to  be  printed  foi 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  motioD,  hj  Mr.  Goodkich, 

Muolved,  mmiaurndg.  That  the  memben  rf  ths 
Senate,  £n>m  a  uncera  desire  of  showing  their  n- 
spect  to  tha  memory  of  the  Honorable  Savm.  Wan^ 
deceased,  late  a  member  therein,  win  go  into  mcom- 
ing  for  one  month,  by  the  usual  mode  of  wesriig  a 
cr^n  Rnmd  the  left  arm. 

T&UB8DA.T,  November  80. 

Philip  Rbed,  from  the  State  of  Mflrylwd,  at- 
tended. 

Joes  CoNDrr,  appointed  a  Seiutor  by  th« 
Legislature  of  the  bCate  of  Now  Jersey,  in  tlie 
plwe  of  Aarou  Eitcbel,  redgned,  prodnoed 
his  credantials,  which  were  reaa ;  and,  the  oatk 
prescribed  by  law  having  been  adminiaWred  to 
him,  he  took  his  seat  in  tbe  Senate. 

MosDAT,  Decembw  i. 

RioHiED  Bbent,  from  the  State  of  Tirginia, 
and  Wbjjam  H-  Cbawpobd,  from  the  State  of 
Georgia,  severallj  attended, 

Saxuel  Shite,  apiK>intod  a  Senator  by  the 
Lenslature  of  the  State  of  Maryland  from  the 
IBth  of  November,  1809,  to  the  4th  of  Marth, 
1815,  produced  his  credentiala,  which  vera 
read ;  and  the  oath  preeoribed  by  law  having 
been  administered  to  him,  he  took  his  seat  in 
the  Senate. 

A  measage  from  the  House  of  BeprettotativM 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in 
the  resoiutioD  of  the  Senate  of  the  80th  of  No- 
vumber,  for  the  appointment  of  Gbaplains,  and 
have  appointed  the  Bey-  Jesse  Lbe  Chaplain  oi 
th^part. 

TuxsDAT,  December  S. 

Th«£rituh  Minitter. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committ«e  appointed  (ai 

tbe  first  iusUnt,  reported  in  part  the  fullowing 
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rwolatioD ;  which  was  read  the  fint  time,  and 
pwed  to  tiie  second  readlDg; 

BaJtrd,  by  lit  Btnalt  and  Soait  of  Repraeiia~ 
laa  if  lie  Uiuted  BlaUt  0/  America  m  Omgrai  at- 

nUti,  That  the  fxpreaeioru  oonluned  in  tbe  offi- 
inl  kittr  of  Fnncii  Jame*  Jtckeon,  Miniiter  Plcn- 
ipotatiuy  of  bU  Britumic  H^ssty  near  ths  United 
SMtei,  dated  the  SSd  day  of  October,  1809,  and  ad- 
ifrand  to  Hi.  Smith,  Sccntorj  oT  State,  contejing 
the  iiiea,  that  the  ExecDtiie  OovernmenC  oT  the  Unit- 
«i  Still*  had  knowledgB  that  tha  (unuigaiiieiit 
]»A]  mads  bj  Hr.  Enkice,  hia  predeceuor,  on  be- 
lulf  (f  Ui  GoTernment,  with  the  Government  of  the 
Ilmtid  Suiea,  vaa  entered  into  without  competei 


titkn  rf  the  aame  inttmatioa  Sn  bis  c^cial  letter 
iitti  the  fth  of  Movember,  1809,  after  ha  was  ap- 
ptisd,  bj  the  aaereration  oT  the  Secretary  of  State, 
dalths  EiecntiTB  Government  bad  no  aach  knowl- 
ti^  and  that  if  it  had  poasomed  nich  kDovledge 
■^  aiTUgement  would  not  hare  been  entned  into 
n  tha  pan  of  the  United  States,  and  after  alio  being 
■Aciallj  apprised  that  Rich  intimation  wai  inodmii- 
Alt,  was  still  more  insolent  and  affronting  j  and 
tbat,  in  rrfuiing  to  receire  any  further  commuuica- 
tiona  Ennn  hint  in  consequence  of  these  oatrageoos 
ai  pcnneditated  inanlta,  tbe  EiecatiTe  GovenuneDt 
hai  manifested  a  juit  ngar^  to  its  own  dignity  aod 
bonor,  as  well  as  to  the  charactar  uid  interest  of  tbe 


people  aod 
LuUlooi  a1 


Dunt,  Bi  it  is  didAotlj  an  insuUooi  attempt  to  excite 
Ur  neeolmeDts  and  distrusts  agaioat  tbelr  owa 
Gonnmeiit,  bj  ^ipaaling  to  them,  through  falsa  01 
fsBadoaa  dl^iiiaes,  against  some  ol  ila  acts ;  and  to 
Oola  rasentmenta  and  diTiaioDs  amongit  the  people 
dHntelrca,  wliicli  can  only  be  ^shonoiabla  to  their 
am  chaiadeis  and  ruinous  to  their  own  inteTSBta  ; 
■ad  Oe  Ccngiesa  of  the  United  States  do  hereby  soK 
Bnaly  pledn  themselves  to  tha  American  people  and 
tcthsworid  to  atsud  by  and  support  the  Executive 
GwBiiiiueDt  in  its  rvfuMl  to  receive  any  iiirtber  eom- 
moicuiona  from  the  said  Ftbdos  James  Jackson, 
snd  to  call  into  action  the  whole  foR»  fd  tha  nation 
if  it  abodd  beoome  usceaaiy  in  eonsequeooe  of  the 
oadnct  of  tha  ExBcntiTa  Government  in  this  respect 
ta  repel  luch  iasalts  and  to  assert  and  maintain  the 
ligbs,  tin  honor,  and  the  interests  of  tha  United 
SMBi. 

FririUgc*  of  Fiyreign  Mmi»ten. 

Ur.  Giles,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
pivttd  the  following  bill,  which  waa  retul  aad 
puwi  to  a  second  t«ading : 
A  bin  to  (BBTflnt  the  abnse  of  the  privileges  and  im- 

xmoilies  injojed  by  Foreign  Ministers  witliin  the 

Doited  Staua. 

Bi  il  auuUd,  dec,  That  if  any  fareign  Ambassa- 
iti,  Ubuster,  or  other  person,  entitled  to  enjoy  with- 
it  the  United  State*  the  privilegea  and  immuidtie*  of 
1  fareigii  Hinister,  shall  have  committed,  or  may 
^■nsfter  oommit,  any  such  act  as  by  the  laws  and 
■Mgn  of  nations  would  justdfy  the  President  of  tbe 
CaUid  State*  in  ordering  such  oSending  Ambaaaador, 
Unaler,  or  other   penoa  as  afbiesud,  out  of  the 


District  of  Columbia,  or  out  of  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States;  or  in  sending  him  home  to  his  Sover- 
eign, or  to  some  place  or  territory  within  his  Sover- 
eign's jurisdiction;  in  every  sucb  case  where  the 
Pnodenl  ot  the  United  States  shall  d«em  it  pnper 
and  expedient  to  exoicisa  his  conslilutiona]  authority, 
in  either  of  these  respects  he  shall  be,  and  is  hereby 
aathcniied  and  empowered  to  caose  a  warrant  to  be 
iiaaed  and  ugned  by  the  Secratary  of  State,  directed 
to  any  civil  officer  of  the  United  States,  anthorized  to 
serve  prooess,  or  any  roilitaiy  officer  under  the  au- 
thorit/  of  the  United  States,  commanding  him  to  pro- 
vide for  and  enforce  the  departure  of  snob  Ambassa- 
dor, Minister,  or  other  penoa  oS*ending  as  aforeaald, 
taking  due  piecantions  to  avoid  improper  or  nnneces- 
Bai7  violence  in  executing  such  warrant.  And  all 
officers,  civil  and  military,  under  the  authority  of  tha 
United  States,  are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  b« 
obedient  to  such  warrant.  And  in  case  any  officer, 
civil  or  military,  to  whom  rach  warrant  shall  be  di- 
rected, shall  f^  or  imreaBOnably  delay  to  eiecate 
the  same,  every  officer  so  offending  shaU  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  punished 
by  fine  and  imprisonment  before  any  court  of  tbe 
United  States  having  oognizanca  of  the  oflbnoe. 
Prmided,  That  the  fine  shall  not  exceed dol- 
lars, nor  tbe  imprisonmeat  be  for  a  longer  time  than 

Ur.  Giuea  gave  notice  that  he  shonld  call  for 

the  cooeideration  of  this  snlyect  oo  Thnradaj 

Fbidat,  December  8. 
ThtBrilUh  Minitter. 

The  resolution  reported  by  Mr,  GtLsa,  ap- 
proving the  conduct  of  tbe  Execntire  in  refus- 
ing to  bold  any  farther  commnni cation  with 
Mr.  Jackson,  was  taken  op  in  the  Senate  aa  in 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole.  Tbe  resolution  hav- 
ing been  read, 

Mr.  Giuu  rose,  and  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Pr«iidont :  Before  I  proceed  to  perform 
tbe  duties  ei^oined  npon  me  ss  cbairmon  of  the 
oommiltee  wbo  reported  the  resolntion  before 
yoo,  permit  me  to  express  my  regret  that  the 
coDsiderstion  of  B  subject  which  justly  eicitea 
so  moch  sennbilitj  should  have  been  delayed, 
even  only  one  day,  on  my  account;  and  be  a»- 
Bored,  sir,  that  nothiog  less  than  an  indisposi- 
tion, sufficient  to  jnstiTy  it,  would  have  caased 
me  to  have  been  absent  from  m;  place  yester- 
day. Perhaps,  sir,  I  owe  an  apology  to  the 
Senate  at  this  time  for  entering  into  tliia  debate 
under  a  state  of  hoarraneas,  which  mnst  neces- 
sarily disqaalify  me,  in  some  degree,  from  dis- 
charging my  doty  on  the  present  occasion. 
But,  sir,  it  is  a  mbject  of  great  oonsolation  to 
me,  to  reflect  that  1  am  fortnnately  favored 
with  associates  on  the  oommittoe,  either  of 
whom  could  perform  the  task  I  am  now  en- 
gaged in  better  than  myself,  and  some  of  whom 
wUl  certainty  do  me  the  &7or  of  correcting  any 
errors  I  may  unintentionally  commit,  or  supply- 
ing any  omissions  I  maj;  inadvertently  make. 

Although  it  appears  to  me  that  the  propriety 
and  urgency  of  tiie  resolotion  now  under  con- 
sideratioa  most  be  strongly  addressed,  both  to 
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the  Judgment  and  senubUity  of  evei?  ^^nt)e- 
man  who  has  careMly  attended  to  the  diatriba- 
tioa  of  poweni  under  onr  oonHtitntion,  and  who 
has  also  carefnllj  attended  to  the  correepond- 
enee  which  gave  riee  to  the  resolation,  jet,  in  a 
case  of  BO  much  delicacy,  it  would  natnraUj  be 
expected,  and  is  a  r««>ect  due  to  the  Senate, 
from  the  cbsirmaa  of  the  oommittee,  to  preeent 
to  it  at  least  Mine  of  the  general  motives  which 
iodnoed  the  oommittee  to  report  the  reaolntioD 
Btthia  time. 

It  !a  to  be  obterred,  Hi.  Prerid«tt,  that  onr 
oonstitntioD  ia  pecaliar  in  the  organization  and 
diHtribation  of  ita  powers ;  and  in  no  reepect  is 
it  more  pecoliar  than  in  ihe  distribution  of  the 

Sarticnlar  powers  embraced  by  the  reaolation. 
1  all  other  Govemmcnta  known  to  na,  the 
same  department  which  poeseeses  the  power  to 
reoeive  and  negotiate  with  foreign  Ambaasadors 
and  other  pablic  Uinisters,  also  ponesaee  the 

Kwer  to  make  war.  It  has  been  thought  wiee 
our  constitntion  to  aeparate  these  powers. 
With  a  eimplicitj  of  langnage,  and  a  eolidity  of 
wisdom  almost  pecaliar  to  onr  ooDstitntitm, 
the  President  is  invested  with  the  power  to  re- 
oeive  Ambassadors  and  other  pablic  Ministers ; 
thos  using  the  broadest  terms  in  granting  this 
power,  wictioQt  even  an  attempt  at  limitation 
or  specification;  evidently  with  a  view  that 
all  the  incidental  or  oonseqnential  powers  might 
flow  from  this  general  expression  to  the  depart- 
ment ihas  invested  with  this  gentmil  power. 
It  was  easy  to  foresee  (and  no  dooDt  the 
framers  of  onr  constitntion  did  foresee)  that  the 
mnltiplidty  and  diversity  of  oases  which  wonld 
arise  in  the  coarse  of  varions  diplomatic 
mtmoeavres  and  negotiations,  woold  set  at  de- 
fiance all  Bttempta  to  limit  or  specify  the  pow- 
ets  of  the  department,  in  this  respect,  to  which 
these  powers  were  confided,  and  to  be  eierdsed 
on  the  port  of  the  United  Btates;  and,  there- 
fore, every  attempt  of  tliat  kind  was  wisely 
avoided,  leaving  to  the  Prendent  to  exercise 
his  authority  apon  his  own  responsibility,  to  be 
regolated  by  the  only  cetablisbed  standard 
amongst  nadoni,  to  wit:  the  laws  and  nsagea 
of  nations.  For,  it  never  can  be  preeamed,  «r, 
that  the  wise  sagee  who  framed  onr  excellent 
constitntion  could  for  a  moment  have  tolerated 
the  idea  that  the  Ministers  of  foreign  nations 
rending  near  the  Government  of  tiie  United 
States,  should  posseea  greater  privileges  and  im- 
manitiea  than  the  Ministers  of  onr  tiovemment 
residing  near  fbrMgn  Ooorts.  Of  oonrse,  the 
same  laws — to  wit,  the  laws  and  nsages  of  na- 
tions— were  left  reciprocally  to  govern  in  every 
redprocal  case. 

Bot,  ur,  notwithstanding  the  President  is  in- 
vested with  the  power  "  to  receive  Amb^adors 
and  other  public  Ministers,"  and,  as  I  think,  all 
other  inaidental  or  conaeqaentlol  powers  ap- 
plicable to  the  various  agencies  with  snch  Am- 
bassadors and  other  public  Ministers,  jet  Con- 
gress is  invested  with  the  power,  without  limit- 
ation or  quallfioatioD,  "  to  declare  war."  Now, 
BT,  it  tDiut  be  obvious  to  every  nnderstandng, 


that  these  several  powers  are  so  intimitel;  «id- 
nected,  and  may  be  se  dependent  npon  esdi 
other,  that  the  exereiae  of  the  power  eatneded 
to  the  Pre^dent  may  conseqnentiallj  involTe 
the  neoeeuty  of  the  exerdse  of  the  power  gon- 
oeded  to  Congress,  as  in  the  esse  new  noAer 
oonaideration.  The  refnaal  of  the  Eieniths  Id 
receive  any  farther  oommnnicatioiu  from  Hia 
Britannic  Majesty's  Minister,  (Mr.  Jadan,) 
mf^  oonseanentiallv  involve  ns  in  wir  with 
Great  Britain ;  or,  in  other  words,  may  mm 
as  a  pretext  for  Great  Britain  to  msce  war 
nponns,  if  eheshottid  conceive  it  her  iaietett  to 
do  so,  which  I  think  not  very  unprobsbk 
Hence  arises,  inmjjodgment^  thflprcq>rietjud 
urgency  of  expresaon  of  the  CongraBOul 
opini<»i  upon  this  Executive  act,  and  a  dtdan- 
tion  of  the  Congreasioaal  will  as  to  the  taam 
of  conduct  OooKKes  will  pursue  under  any  mo- 
sequenees  which  ma;  flow  from,  or  posriblv  tie 
attriimted  to,  this  Executive  act. 

1  conceive,  sir,  that  the  expreanon  of  tins 
opinion,  and  the  pledge  of  a  solemn  dediratkin, 
by  Congress,  ore  doe  to  the  people,  becsnn  the 
people  have  the  greatest  interest  in  the  chane- 
ter  of  their  Government ;  and  in  no  part  ti  iti 
attribntes  have  a  deeper  interest  than  in  its  ei- 
cacy  to  resist  and  unpel  iDJories  and  issnlti 
from  foreign  Ooveramenta.  The  people,  also, 
ore  the  mediate  or  immediate  electors  of  Con- 
gress, and  as  such  have  a  right  to  expect  tai 
demtmd  that  Congress  will  execute  all  their  da- 
ties,  and  will  never  shrink  from  their  conrtitn- 
tional  responsibility  in  any  case;  and,  list  of 
alt,  in  a  case  of  so  high  and  solemn  a  chirad^ 
as  the  one  under  consideration. 

TliiB  course  of  conduct  is  Msentially  due  to  the 
Executive.  The  President  onght  to  know  whe- 
ther, with  the  indispensable  co-opeiatiaa  of 
Congrees,  he  ought  to  proceed  wiui  dignified 
moderation  and  intelligence  to  assert  and  mtiii- 
tsin  the  rights,  the  honor,  and  the  mteresti,  rf 
the  American  people ;  or  whether,  for  tlte  wint 
of  ttiat  ocHweration,  he  sliall  with  ebtJM  ud 
oonfbsion  of  fiue  be  compelled  to  retiaee  bii 
stew,  and  leave  to  Congress  to  abandon  thess 
hign  attribntes  of  the  nation,  and,  with  their 
de^Twlalion,  to  record  their  country's  niin  snd 
disgrace.  No,  sir,  it  is  not  possilde  that  an 
American  Congress  does  exist,  or  can  ever  «i- 
ist,  that  wonld  not  spam  frxim  Ihemsdi^ 
every  vestige  of  an  ioea  that  they  codd  be 
brought,  under  an  J  circumstances,  to  perfonn 
so  degrsding  and  dishonorable  a  taoL  It  is  im- 
perioQslj  demanded  by  the  dignttv  and  candor 
of  Congress  itself.  What,  ur,  ^all  the  eierci» 
of  one  of  the  highest  const! tntionsl  fhncCioos  of 
Congress  be  bronght  into  question,  andertfj 
individaal  in  the  nation  engaged  in  exprenliix 
an  opinion  on  it ;  end  shall  &>i3gre3s  alone  stand 
olooj',  for  fear  of  incurring  a  responsibility  im- 
posed on  them  by  the  constitution  ?  Shtll  Con- 
gress stand  by  as  idle  .spectators,  and  see  ■  cod- 
test  l>efore  the  people,  t>etween  the  Preadest 
and  a  foreign  Minister,  and  feel  no  interest  and 
take  no  share  in  soch  an  unprecedented  aoent) 
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egpMiall;  irben  oDO  of  their  highest  conatitQ- 
tioai]  ftancUona  mfij  be  afi^ted  bj  Itl  No, 
ST.  GongreM  most  speak — OoDgress  most  act 
Cougnn  never  gad  shrink  from  iU  constitQ- 
tkoil  mponribilitT'.  It  is  due  to  the  dignitj'^ 
il  ii  demuided  fWim  the  caudor — of  Gonj^TeHs. 

Above  tU,  sir,  it  is  importaat  to  the  United 
EUtw  as  s  nation,  that  Uie  CoDsreasioiiB]  will 
dwaid  be  proclaimed  upon  this  delicate  and  sol- 
mBDMS^an.  Iti3ofimportance,itDiaj1>eDfthe 
lot  importaiice,  to  the  United  States,  that  Great 
Briliin  ehoold  know.before  she  decides  npon  this 
abJMt,  what  is  the  Congreesional  will  in  relation 
toit.  Whether  she  'will  be  called  upon  to  act 
t^mtu  united,  hsrmomzed  Government  and 
people— or  whether  ghe  shall  have  for  her  prey,  a 
diTiiled  people  and  a  discordant  GoTemmont, 

Do  jon  ttelieve,  Mr.  Preeident,  that  the  con- 
duct cj  Great  Britain  would  be  verj  different 
utder  these  different  conditions  of  Uie  people 
ind  Government  of  the  United  Stateaf  Let 
meitk  jon  this  qnesUon,  sir :  would  ;on  not, 
iir,  if  yon  were  Prime  Minister  of  Great  Britain, 
c«Qnlliiig  her  interest  alone,  pnrsne  a  very 
£Sirent  course  of  oondnct  nnder  this  different 
sateofthin^t  Let  every  gentleman  pnt  the 
qtcnioD  to  himself ;  and  the  answer  of  everj'  one 
ragld  be  Che  same.  Why  then,  sir,  do  we  not 
miuimonsly  take  the  gronnd  hare  which,  if  we 
ten  cdled  npon  to  act  in  an  opposite  noetile 
cbmcter,  would  most  certainly  deter  ns  from 

fTHveriiig  in  that  hostile  character  against  the 
nited  States  t  Sir,  if  there  had  been  any  donbt 
ipOQ  this  sniu'ect,  our  late  experience  onght  to 
Uve  removed  it;  for,  dr,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
njinc,  and  with  piun  at  heart  I  shall  be  com- 
pete show  it  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
tint,  b  my  judgment,  our  present  embarrass- 
matsiretoo  mnch  to  be  ascribed  to  onr  former 
mndfeatilionB  of  indecision,  to  oar  onfortnnate 
&ea^ns  and  diviaions.  Sir,  whenever  I  ap- 
padi  this  sorrowful  and  awful  subject,  my 
bran  feels  as  if  it  were  bleeding  at  eveir  pore, 
Then  1  am  compelled  to  reflect,  and  to  believe, 
that  this  our  beloved  and  happy  country  may 
iottlj  become  a  bleeding  victun,  from  wounds 
-if  not  inflicted  by  the  hands  of  her  own  sons, 
Aleastby  their  nobappy  divisions  aad  dissen- 
sooa.  Yes,  sir,  with  a  foil  knowledge  of  what 
bput,  and  strong  presages  of  what  is  to  come, 
Kituot  deplorable  to  be  compelled  to  think. 
J*,  in  a  very  few  months,  perhi^  in  a  still 
■Mter  time,  American  blooa  most  be  shed, 
fa  repel  the  hoetile  spirit  of  Great  Britain,  now 
"wred  too  manifest  to  eveiy  understanding ; 
■dvorsethan  all,  nr,  to  wash  away  the  stains 
rf  nor  own  unfortunate  divisions  and  disscn- 
■as;  and  is  it  not  wonderful,  as  it  is  deplor- 
*le,  that  the  Tirtnona  and  patriotic  American 
)topte,and  aDmetimes  caHed  the  most  enligbt- 
•■ea  in  the  world,  with  the  experience  of  the  hor- 
fflJe  consequences,  through  all  ages,  of  the 
i™|ioni  of  a  people  amongst  themselves, 
weld  pennit  themselves  from  the  same  cause, 
to  fan  t  prey  to  the  some  inevitable  oalamittee ) 
Mit^Ttr.  Preeident,  through  all  history,  from 


the  first  dispute  hetweem  Cain  and  Abel,  down 
to  the  late  disaslrona  dissensions  between  the 
Spanish  branch  of  the  Bourbon  dynasty,  and 
And  if  yon  can,  sir,  a  ^ngle  instance  of  a  people 
who  gained  any  advantage  from  dissensions 
among  themselves,  and  especially,  sir,  when 
they  carried  them  so  far,  as  to  Join  a  foreign 
Bgaiust  their  country's  standard  I  I  believe, 
sir,  not  one  solitary  instance  of  this  kind  stands 
recorded.  Nor  is  it  possible  or  practicable  in 
any  state  of  human  affairs — because  in  all  casea, 
the  foreign  interference  in  the  internal  con- 
cerns of  its  neighbors  is  always  for  ita  own  and 
never  for  its  neighbor's  benefit.  With  these 
monitory  lessons  before  our  eyes,  and  a  tUl 
eonviction  of  their  truth  upon  our  hearts,  is  it 
not  wonderful,  that  we  should  voluntarily  give 
Qp  ourselves  victuns  to  the  same  calamities  t 
But,  sir,  gentlemen  may  ask,  where  is  the 
remedy  ?  How  can  we  make  a  sacrifice  of  our 
own  opinions  f  Sir,  the  case  is  a  plun  one. 
Let  geotlemen  exercise  their  opinions  and  per- 
severe in  their  argaments  at  all  times  respecting 
our  interna!  coneams,  as  well  before  as  after 
the  measures  are  adopted ;  let  them,  respecting 
our  foreign  relations,  urge  their  arguments  with 
a  zeal  proportioned  to  the  magnitude  of  the  sub- 
ject; they  will  be  pleasQrably  received,  and 
respeotftilly  considered ;  but  after  the  Govern- 
ment has  Uken  its  attitude  against  a  foreign  na- 
tion, it  would  be  going  too  far  to  desert  its  stand- 
wd,  and  to  join  that  of  the  enemy.  It  is  then 
time  for  opinion  to  pause  and  r^ect,  whether 
any  consequence  con  be  worse,  or  more  dis- 
grsoeful,  than  joining  a  foreign  sgainet  its  coun- 
try's standard?  Whether  it  would  not  be  bet- 
ter, more  patriotic,  more  virtuous,  to  support 
your  country  even  in  a  supposed  unwise  course 
of  poUoy,  than  to  Join  a  foreign  standard,  and 
use  it  to  correct  and  change  the  oonrse  of 
policy  thus  disapproved? 

Sir,  in  a  contest-  between  your  own  and  a 
foreign  nation,  it  never  can  be  wrong  to  Join 
the  standard  of  your  own  country;  nor  nght 
to  Join  the  standard  of  your  enemy.  Then,  sir, 
here  is  a  rallying  point.  It  is  a  plain  and  ob- 
vious one.  No  understanding  can  mistake 
it  No  heart  can  disapprove  it  It  is  our 
own  Government.  Let  that  be  the  rallying 
point.  There  never  con  be  a  mora  propitious 
moment  than  the  present  for  costing  into  ob- 
livion all  fbrmer  irritationa  and  diaaensiona. 
There  can  never  be  a  plainer  case  presented  to 
the  hnman  understanding.  There  never  were 
more  urgent  condderations  in  fa^or  of  the 
coarse  recommended.  Whether  we  respect 
their  repnluve  effects  npon  British  hostility  or 
their  htumoniring  effects  among  ourselves,  they 
appear  to  me  to  be  equally  strong  and  persuasive. 
May  I  not  then,  sir,  indulge  the  pleasing  hopei 
that  the  resolution  before  you  will  be  received 
as  the  signal  of  unanimity  in  Congress,  and  joy- 
fully haued  in  that  character  through  the  whole 
of  this  great  and  extended  country!  Sir,  does 
it  not  manifest  a  strange  perverseness  in  the 
hnman  oharaot«r,  for  ns  to  observe  that,  when 
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it  b  perfectly  at  oar  option,  we  ahonld  choose 
to  distress  and  iitjore  onrwWea  bj  imtations 
and  reaentment^  rftther  than  delight  ourselves 
TCith  nnioa  »nd  hannony  and  mntoal  good 
offices  t  £speciall7,  sir,  when  the  latter 
choice  woald  coouaand  the  respect,  if  not 
excite  the  alarm  of  oar  eaem^.  For,  nr,  do 
yon  believe  that  if  Great  Britain  saw  the  strong 
arm  of  this  natJon  stretched  ont  to  oppose  her 
UDJoat  spirit  of  hootilitj,  gnided  in  all  i^  opera- 
tlouB  by  one  undivided  will,  she  woald  so 
readily  encoaater  its  powerfol  inflnence,  aa  if 
she  saw  it  paralyzed  ia  all  iU  eSbrta  from  the 
want  of  a  naity  of  will  and  action  t  No,  m, 
ire  nndervalne  oar  energies  and  importance,  if 
we  were  to  soppoae  that  her  ooudact  would  be 
the  same  in  lioth  of  these  sitnatioos;  or  that 
she  is  at  all  indifferent  to  the  coarse  of  conduct 
now  to  be  poraaed  by  aa.  Let  na  then  all 
unite,  sir,  in  this  proposition,  and  disappoint  her 
nustaiken  calculations  npon  her  infinenoe  in  this 
ooontry,  I  verily  believe,  that  onioD  is  all  that 
is  wanting  to  appease  bor  hostile  qiirit  towards 
OS.  Bat  perhapB,  ur,  every  gentleman  present 
will  admit,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  no  hunan 
being  can  deny,  that  if  the  facta  stated  in  the 
resolution  t>e  supported  by  the  correspondence 
Dpon  which  it  is  founded,  that  then  every  gen- 
tleman woald  readily  assent  to  the  resolution. 
Bat,  sir,  it  is  possible,  although  it  appears  to  be 
ecaroeiy  possible,  that  some  gentlemen  may 
donbt  whether  the  ioots  stated  in  the  resolutioo 
be  supported  by  the  correspondence  or  not  This 
I  admit  is  a  fair  thoagh  delicate  inquiry,  sod  I 
will  therefore  immediately  proceed  to  tbe  ex- 
amination of  that  qnestion — and  I  beg  tile  most 
critical  attentioa  of  the  Senate  in  the  coarse  of 
the  investigation. 

I  will  DOW  proceed,  Ur.  Freaident,  to  inqaire 
whether  the  facts  stated  in  the  resolution  are 
supported  by  the  correspondence  npon  which  it 
is  founded  ?  In  performing  this  task,  I  propose 
to  read  the  whole  of  the  correepondonce  wnich 
1  conceive  bears  any  material  relation  to  the 
sntjjecC  of  the  resolution,  and  no  Other ;  al- 
though the  whole  m^  not  be  entitled  to,  nor 
receive  any  animadversions  from  me,  yet  aa  my 


fortunately  omit,  misoouceive.  or  misinterpret 
any  materia!  part  of  it,  I  shall  have  tiie  conso- 
latioD  to  reSeot,  that,  by  presenting  the  whole, 
the  means  of  my  correction  in  either  case  will 
be  presented  to  the  Senate  and  the  world,  if  the 
observations  I  propose  now  to  make  should 
ever  find  their  way  out  of  the  walls  of  this 
Chamber.  1  shall  fuso  present  this  oorrespond- 
ence  in  its  responsive  order,  which  will  be 
found  to  be  iadi^>ensBble  to  the  due  compre- 
hensioD  of  some  of  its  most  essentia]  parts. 

Permit  me,  then,  sir,  to  call  your  attention 
first  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jackaon  to  Mr.  Smith, 
dat«d  the  11th  October,  1S09,  pages  83,  S3,  of 
the  printed  docamenta.  For,  sir,  although  this 
letter  is  not  mentioned  in  the  resolution,  yet  it 
furnishes  the  on^nal  ofTensive  inainuatious,  and 


ABRIDOMENT  OF  THE 

CeHiaa  ^  At  Btidtk  MimitUr. 


[DKXant,  im. 

is  referred  to  and  reiterated  iu  tbs  letter  of  Ibe 
38d  October,  which  is  noticed  in  the  rcsolntion, 
and  therefore  the  offensive  eipresnoni  of  th« 
letter  of  the  Ilth  are  entitled  to,  and  shall  re- 
ceive, the  most  accurate  and  critical  sttentioa 
and  analysis. 

[Hers  thi  excepdonable  pamgo  iran  nad.] 
Now,  mr,  after  thus  stripping  tins  eilnin- 
dinary  sentence  of  all  its  disguises,  and  tmulit- 
ingit  in  to  plain  English,  to  what  does  it  amoustl 
Why,  sir,  cert^nly  and  unqDestionsbly  totUi: 
—You,  Hi.  Smith,  Secretary  of  StaU  of  th« 
United  States,  have  entered  into  an  anwice- 
ment  with  my  predecessor,  Mr.  Ersldne,  onoer 
such  scandalous  and  dishonorable  circunutuxxs 
as  conid  only  lead  to  a  disavowal  of  it ;  utd 
you  yourself  were  so  well  apprised  of  tli««, 
and  so  conscious  of  their  inevitable  operalioa, 
as  eventothinkit  nnreasoDabletooouipluioC 
tlie  disavowal.  I  defy  gentlemen  to  gin  to 
this  offensive  paragraph  any  other  fiur  ud 
oorrect  interpretatioa  ;  and  if  tUs  be  the  ^ 
and  correct  one,  can  you  conceive,  air,  o(  aa 
insult  more  outrageous  and  premeditated!  And 
will  you  not  be  surprised,  «r,  to  be  told  that 
the  insult  does  not  stop  here  ;  that,sa  (d'oi- 
sive  as  it  already  appears,  it  does  not  *i( 
here;  that  it  ia  still  further  aggravated!  Tes, 
ur,  Mr.  Jackson,  not  content  with  making  tlus 
extraordinacy  and  Insolent  commnuicatioa  ia 
its  ordinary  form,  underscores  the  words  "  0*1^ 
only,"  contuning  the  point  or^tof  thsinul^ 
thus  a^ravaUng  the  act,  either  by  the  distnst 
thus  manifested  of  Mr.  Smith's  mental  percep- 
tions ;  or  by  lotting  Mr.  Smith  know,  that  tb« 
insult  was  known  to.  and  iutentioDflUy  gi^'cobr 
Mr.  Jackson ;  for  the  underscoring  coold  pot 
have  had  any  other  object  in  view.  In  this  im- 
pudent act  of  nnderscoring,  Mr.  Jackson  remiodi 
me,  sir,  of  a  set  of  miserable,  conceited  p«- 
tendera  to  wit,  who,  having  great  confidence  in 
the  acateneas  of  their  own  mental  perMptioai, 
and  very  little  in  that  of  their  hearers,  »ill 
kindlr  and  compassionately  explain  the  poiiit 
of  wit  to  their  hearers,  before  they  spfffoschii 
in  the  recital  of  the  story,  to  prepare  andquaU^ 
the  hearers'  minds  tojoia  in  the  laugh  intended 
to  be  produced  by  it.  Yes,  sir,  this  ^ndMMo^ 
ing was  as  much  as  saying  to  Mr.  Smidi,! an 
afraid  that  I  have  so  nicely  wrapped  this  ins^t 
in  the  veil  of  mysteries  and  disguises,  that  it 
may  escape  observation  from  the  obtUBene*  ra 
yonr  mental  perception,  but  am  determioed  It 
shall  not;  I  have  nnderscored  it  for  jcu;  pB 
shall  look  at  it ;  you  shall  know  that  I,  Mr.  Jae^' ' 
son,  understand  and  mean  it  I  have  wnqoed  it 
up  in  myateiy  and  disguise  to  be  sure,  hat  I  ww 
rend  the  veil,  I  will  moke  an  eyelet  bole  fw 
you,  that  yon  shall  look  through,  and  behjJa 
the  insult  in  all  its  front  of  grossneas  and  iui^ 
pudenoe. 

But,  nr,  if  Mr.  Jackson  had  then  known,  as 
well  as  be  now  does,  the  dignified  character,  the 
high  sensibility,  and  the  correct  intelligence  ra 
the  Secretary  of  State,  he  woald  have  found 
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it  more  honorable  to  himself  to  have  spared  bis 
msolt  tltogether,  or  at  least  might  have  spared 
iinself  Ilie  troable  of  nndersooring.  Sir.  I 
ftnceiTC  this  insult  so  gross  and  ontrageoos  that 
Iim  surprised  how  the  ExecntiTe  Government 
wold  reconcile  it  to  itself  to  proceed  another 
txf  in  the  commanicalJonB  with  Ur.  Jackson. 
Oertainlj,  tar,  proceeding  bejond  this  point 
EDtmibU  oa  the  part  of  the  Executive  great 
inuderitko,  great  forbearance,  and  a  conda- 
itension  acarcelj  excusable ;  and,  sir,  I  am  per- 
fntlj  tart,  that  nothius  could  have  indnoed  it 
tocDimder  such  groes  intimations  argnmenta- 
tirdT,  but  the  araeat  and  unoere  desire  which 
Lb  inrsriabl;  actnaled  the  present,  as  well  as 
the  list,  'Administration  to  preserve  peace  and 
nldTtte  lurmonv  and  a  ^>od  understanding 
viih  Great  Britain.  And,  sir,  we  shall  see,  in 
IIk  MHirse  of  this  investigation,  how  it  has  been 
Kqniud  fiir  this,  as  well  as  for  all  fonner  acts 
of  moderatioD,  forbearance,  and  condescenaion. 
Let  me  now,  dr,  select  out  of  the  .quotation 
moUiH  eitraordinarj  expression,  for  a  few 
■uiiadTernDns,  in  the  following  words :  "  Bnt 
As  Terr  Bct  of  snbetitntion  evidently  ahows 
thtt  thtne  original  (Xinditioiia  were  in  fact  verj 
upticitljoMoinnnicated  to  jon,  and  bj  jon,  of 
«Darse,uid  before  the  Present  for  his  oon- 


li  is  somewhat  canons  tc  observe  what  stress 
iHr.  Jickwn  placed  throngh  the  whole  of  his 
"nespondence,  apon  what  he  is  here  pleased 
term  "the  very  act  of  sobstitution,"  and  de- 
NfWrates  to  every  impartial  mind  how  slender 
in  the  pretexts  with  which  Ur.  Jackson  is  fnr- 
Iwbed,  to  apolo^ze  fo^  or  rather  to  eqaivocate 
™lbonl  the  disavowal  of  Mr.  Erskine'fl  arrangs- 
HnL  Let  mo,  therefore,  inquire,  in  what  this 
lorriUe  act  of  anbstitation,  as  Ur.  Jackson 
c«ld  make  it  &ppear,  consists  t  Why,  sir, 
in^j  in  tbia :  That  the  three  inadmissible 
'  WDdilioDS  mentioned  in  one  of  the  despatches 
t«  Mr.  Ersfciiie,  ■were  verbally  commnnicat- 
•£  Co  Ifr.  Smith,  and  insisted  npon  by  Ur, 
Erskine,  and  that  Mr.  Smith,  in  r^ecting  those 
(ooditioiB  verbally,  and  with  great  propriety 
tod  tisnknesa,  told  Mr.  Erskine  what  conditions 
it  EDicht  obtain.  Mr.  Erskine,  upon  a  review 
oTill  bis  letters  of  instmctions,  finding  itim- 
pDcihle  to  obtain  liis,  the  three  conditions  flrst 
pfuposed,  conceived  himself  fnlly  empowered 
to  propwe  those  which  possibly  might  have 
bttD  intimated  to  him  by  Mr.  Bmith  in  conver- 
tiion;  and  the  arrangement  was  acoordingly 
ud  promptly  made  between  these  two  genUe- 
iLta  on  the  part  of  their  respective  Govem- 
iBcnta.  And  now  let  me  ask  yon,  ur,  what  is 
lliere  dishonorable,  unfair,  or  even  nunsnal  in 
tUipniceeding,  which  is  the  whole  amonnt  of 
Hr-Jackson's  "very  act  of  subslitntion."  Sir, 
it  is  very  easy  to  see,  that  Mr,  Jackson  keeps 
Ui  iogenaity  constantly  upon  the  stretch  re- 
iptcting  this  very  act  of  anbatitotion,  evidently 
«idi  a  view  of  prodnciog  an  impression  by  the 
uuinnation,  that  the  Execaiive  Government  of 
Ibt  United  States  had  more  than  its  share  in 


that  arrangement,  and,  in  fact,  was  concerned 
in  a  dishonorable  and  scondalons  combination 
with  bis  predecessor,  Mr.  Erskine,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  producing  the  arrangement.  Wnich 
Insiti  nation,  if  true,  must  represent  Mr.  Erskine 
as  a  fool,  a  knave,  or  a  traitor,  or  all  three,  and 
onr  Executive  Government  still  further  lost 
to  every  honorable  sentiment,  and  ntterly  desti- 
tute of  even  the  most  ordinary  understanding.' 
An  in^nnation  so  insidioos  and  afironting,  can- 
not fail  to  excite  the  indignation  and  contempt 
of  every  patriotic  heart  in  America.  Bnt, 
fortmjately  for  the  Executive  Government,  Mr. 
Erskine's  previous  explanation  of  this  point  to 
onr  Government  strips  the  transaction  of  every 
shadow  of  a  shade  of  a  doubt,  of  which  Mr. 
Jackson  perhaps  was  not  apprised  at  the  tlm« 
be  was  employed  in  devising  the  gross  inrinna- 
tion.  YeA,  sir,  this  was  one  miserable  effort  of 
Mr.  Jackson  to  reproach  our  Execntive  Gov- 
ernment for  an  act,  for  which  it  merited,  and 
universally  received,  the  sincere  applause  and 
grateful  tiiaoks  of  the  American  people.  It 
restored  the  Executive,  as  it  ongbt  to  have 
done,  to  nniveraal  confidence,  and  utterly  rooted 
out  every  doabt  of  its  sincerity  in  its  diplomatio 
intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  under  which 
some  of  OUT  misled  and  mistaken  citizens,  for  a 
while,  nnfortonately  labored.  For  the  moment 
terms  were  proposed  on  the  part  of  Great 
Brit«n,  which  could^ith  honor  or  propriety, 
be  accepted  by  the  United  States ;  tliej  were 
frankly  and  promptiy  accepted  by  the  Execu- 
tive, regardless  of  all  consequencea  from  an^ 
other  quarter.  Sir,  there  is  another  part  of  this 
quotation  which  requires  a  few  animadverBlons. 

I  allnde,  ur,  to  the  first  solemn  declaration 
mode  to  this  Government  ty  ^.  Jackson,  re- 
specting the  despatch,  in  which  the  conditions 
were  prescribed  to  Mr.  Erskine.  It  is  in  the 
followiQg  words: 

[Here  Mr.  Gn.B8  read  the  parsgraplii  from  Mr. 
Jsckioii's  letter,  which  diarged  tliat  Mr.  EibMzw  had 
shown  to  Mr.  Smith,  Secretary  of  State,  the  inadmit- 
mble  oonditioEU  laid  down  in  Mr.  Cuuung'a  detpatcb ; 
and  thsD  ivad  Mr.  Erduoe'*  itatement  that  he  had 
not  ahown  that  part  of  Mr.  Caonlng'a  despatch,  and 
giving  the  raamn  why  he  had  not  done  It] 

It  is  to  be  obaerved  from  this  qnotation,  in 
the  first  place,  sir,  that  Mr.  Erskine  explicitly 
disavows  ever  having  shown  the  Executive 
Government  the  despatch  containing  the  inad- 
misnble  conditions ;  and  tbns  entirely  excul- 
pates it  fhim  the  odious  imputation  attempted 
to  be  thrown  on  it  by  Mr.  Jackson,  and  for  this 
respectful  forbearance  to  our  Government,  he 
is  certainly  entitied  to  the  applause  of  his  own. 
In  the  next  place,  Mr.  Erskine  ezplicitiy  states 
that  the  despatch  in  question  contained  hut  one 
part  of  his  instructions,  and  that  he  thoneht 
that,  from  the  spirit  at  least  of  his  several  let- 
ters of  instructions,  he  was  fully  authorized  to 
make  the  arrangement  he  had  done.  And  I 
think  tiiere  is  very  littie  doubt  but  he  had— 


,L-ooglc 


ABRIDOHENT  OF  THE 

CaHiaet  t^  At  Bnlitk  iSmaUr. 


onlj  eajs,  that  the  disaTowal  by  His  Mqjwtj 
b  a  paioful  proof  to  him,  thst  he  had  fbrmed  an 
erroneoDsJadgmeDt  of  His  Mqcaty'a  views  and 
the  intentioDS  of  hia  instractions.  'Whether  or 
not  he  haA  formed  ao  erroneous  view  of  His 
U^estj's  vie^s,  or  the  intention  of  hie  instnic- 
tioos,  1  ims^e,  will  depend  vei?  much  upon 
the  point  of  time  to  wliicli  the  judgment  he  nad 
formed  is  referable.  If  it  be  refeired  to  the 
time  of  Mr.  Oekiej^'B  mission,  I  am  inclined  to 
think  he  bad  neither  formed  an  erroneous  Judg- 
ment of  His  M^jestj's  views,  nor  the  intentions 
of  his  instractions;  bet,  if  he  refers  to  the  time 
of  the  disavowal,  then  I  think  it  prettj  certain, 
he  hsd  formed  an  erroneons  jndRment  (^  both 
— for  I  have  no  donbt  but  His  Ui^jest^'a  views 
at  least  bad  completely  changed  between  these 
two  periods  of  time,  and  the  real  canae  of  this 
oliange,  and  of  the  disavowal  itself  is  to  be 
looked  for  in  tbe  occoirencea  wliich  took  place, 
both  in  Europe  and  id  tbe  United  States,  dnr- 
ing  that  interval.  No,  sir,  the  want  of  powers 
•  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Eralane  is  not  tbe  tme  cause 
of  the  disavowaL  I  wiU  now  ventmv  to  con- 
jecture tbe  true  oaose,  and,  if  it  be  the  right 
one,  tbe  case  wiU  be  a  plain  one,  and  all  eqnivo- 
eaticHts  in  the  explanations  rendered  nnneoes- 
sarj.  To  do  this,  sir,  I  must  call  fo\a  atten- 
tion to  tbe  state  of  events  in  Enrope  and  in  tlie 
United  States  at  these  different  periods  of  time. 
Mr.  Oaldej'a  miasion  was  immediately  after  the 
Sritisb  Government  wasapprieedof  the  precip- 
itate retreat  of  Sir  John  Moore's  army  flx>m 
Spain,  and  the  fortone  escape  of  the  remains  of 
it  from  Corunna.  The  affaira  of  Spain  which 
bad  before  excited  such  high  expectations  in 
the  British  Cabinet,  were  given  up  as  hopeless, 
&0.  CkitemporaneoaBlj  with  a  knowledge  of 
theee  events,  tlie  British  Government  was  also 
informed  of  tbe  meaaores  of  reustanoe  against 
her  outrageoQB  aggressions,  contemplated  by 
Congress ;  which  she  then  believed  would  cer- 
tainly be  carried  into  effect,  Ac.  6acb  was  the 
state  of  things  at  tbe  time  of  sending  the  de- 
spatches by  Mr.  Oakley.  At  the  time  of  tbe  disa- 
vowal, a  new  coalition  had  been  formed,  Aus- 
tria had  iMldly  entered  into  the  war  against 
France,  and  the  Spaniards  had  been  animated 
into  further  efforts  at  resistance,  wliich  excited 
new  hopes  of  success,  &c 

In  this  country,  too,  sir— it  pains  my  heart  to 
be  compelled  to  recite  the  ciroumstanoe^-onr 
contemplated  measures  of  reaistanoe  had  been 
relaxed,  and  tbe  whole  conntry  exhibited  sucb 
scenes  of  divisions  and  disaffections  as  paralyzed 
in  some  degree  the  movements  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  wist),  sir,  I  could  thrdw  a  shade  of  ob- 
livion over  theee  unfortunate  scenes,  or  recol- 
lect them  only  as  they  famish  the  strongest 
srgament.  Indeed,  sir,  they  point  with  an 
infallible  index  to  tbe  coarse  it  now  becomesus 
to  pursue.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  to  these  clianges  in 
the  state  of  things,  you  are  to  look  for  tbe  real 
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caosee  of  the  disavowal,  and  not  to  the  vaA  at 
oompetent  instmctions  on  the  part  of  If  r.  Et- 
skine ;  and  it  would  have  been  more  dianlSed  on 
the  part  of  the  British  Gcvermnent  to  have  told 
us  so  at  onoe.  She  would  then  have  said  to  ui, 
the  state  of  things  is  changed ;  at  the  tints  cs 
giving  tbe  instrnctioDB,  I  was  depressed  fiom  t 
combination  of  untoward  events;  I  am  Ee> 
flnshed  with  new  hopes  of  elevstioa  and  of 
triumph.  Besides,  jon  have  convinced  me  thst 
you  are  ontrue  to  yoorselvei — that  yoa  will 
shrink  from  the  assertion  and  support  of  jonc 
own  rights — if  yon  will  not,  I  am  not  boond  U 
respect  them,  ^  I  was  then  down,  I  am  Don 
np,  and  therefore  I  cannot  grant  yon,  in  s  ^riiit 
of  triumph,  what  I  solemidy  proimBed  in  i 
spirit  of  de^wndency — I  now  find  this  the  mctt 
favorable  moment  for  establishing  nj  fronts 
doctrine  of  the  despotism  of  the  ocean;  audi 
cannot,  and  will  not  deprive  myself  of  tbe  ad- 
vantage merely  to  avoid  the  imputation  of  bad 
faith.  Yes,  sir,  this  would  have  been  a  much 
more  correct  and  dignified  oonrse  on  tbe  partrf 
Great  Britain  than  uie  miserable  effort  nadebj 
Mr.  Canning  in  devising  an  ingeuions  mentil 
retort,  for  converting  the  bad  buth  of  Mb  oira 
Government,  in  the  disavowal  of  tbe  ai 


cumstanoes  under  which  tl 
pretended  to  have  been  made.  It  is  true,  sii. 
that  in  the  one  case  there  would  lisve  been  >s 
admission  of  maia  fii^  which  is  basely  at- 
tempted to  l>e  avoided  by  a  miserable  snbto^ 
in  tbe  other;  but,  then  the  Britiab  Ctbiuat 
would  have  had  the  consolation  of  having  told 
the  truth,  taken  the  responsibility  upon  tikem- 
selves  end  set  as  at  defiance;  and  we  Fhwld 
have  been  left  to  our  own  remedy,  with  a  per- 
fect nnderstanding  of  the  case.  She  would, 
also,  have  had  the  plea  of  necesrity,  the  Air- 
fashioned  plea  of  tyrants,  and,  indeed,  of  everj- 
body  else,  who  has  no  better ;  but  this  !>  not 
Mr.  Canning's  mode  of  doing  busincsB;  b« 
chooses  to  act  by  tricks  and  contrivances ;  and, 
in  the  case  of  the  disavowal,  by  a  mental  retol, 
flowing  solely  from  his  own  vinonaiy  mental 
oono^ta,  without  a  fact  or  pretext  for  its  enp- 

Ur.  Prerident,  I  am  told  that  Mr.  Canning  is 
a  professed  punrter.  But,  mr,  I  would  not  cun- 
d^oend  to  make  the  observation  here,  bad  he 
not,  after  heaping  upon  ns,  dnring  the  whole  of 
his  administration,  every  iqjnry  and  insnlt  is 
his  power,  at  tbe  dose  of  it  placed  us  in  a  lni£- 
CTOUS  situation  by  impo^ng  ou  us  an  obliga- 
tion, in  a  grave  and  serious  concern  to  tbs 
nation,  of  expounding  bis  equivoques,  andnn- 
riddling  his  riddles,  I  really  feel  some  coode- 
scen^on  in  being  compeUed,  in  my  place,  to 
hunt  out  for  his  and  Hr.  Jackson's  meaning, 
through  a  transition  of  sentences,  a  collocatioD 
of  words,  and  a  shiftjng  of  verbiage.  And  in- 
dnlge  me,  nr,  with  remarking,  that  I  ccnuwiTS 
the  Bttqation  of  a  nation  never  can  be  more 
disostrons,  calamitous,  and  lamentable,  thaa 
when  its  great  and  serious  affiurs  are  placed  in 
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tbtbtudjofftparcclof  panBten.  For,  sir,  men 
rf  minda  of  that  description  are  too  much  em- 
iJored  in  the  pleasing  amusemeat  of  lookine  out 
IbrmrniMatioDg  of  vit  &nd  Reutiment,  tpLsTe 
uj  leienre  for  the  more  doll  and  impleaanrHble 
boBDOB  of  obserriDg  and  mBrkiiig  the  great 
KcomiiGca  ia  human  afiurs,  and  of  devising 
meua  of  gmog  them  a  direotion  faTorable  to 
Ibeir  own  views,  or  to  their  oonntrj'B  interesta. 
No,  or,  this  is  too  dull  and  ploddiog  a  pursuit 
liiT  men  of  aach  light,  flitting,  brilliant  imagiDB- 
tkoi,  ud  if  ever  thej  nnfortnnatel;  undertake 
ii,  ihej  tooa  find  the  woful  misapplication  of 
tilenls.  If,  dr,  any  iUuatradon  were  wanting 
of  the  ttarectness  of  these  observations,  it  could 
iiDTb«re  be  found  better  than  in  an  attentive 
miew  of  the  historical  events  which  occurred 
j[iring  the  late  British  administration — the  ad- 
miiiistnlioD  of  the  enei^tic,  the  brilliant,  the 
■rcinie,  the  fiuMtiouB,  the  jokingKr.  Oannlng. 
Hehu  carried  his  joking  propensiUes  far  in- 
deed. Itmaj  be  trail/ sua  he  Jests  at  scars 
iodeal— at  scars  of  the  blackest  dlsgram  and 
niu  inflicted  upon  hi«  bleeding  conntrv — upon 
kptit  nation,  which  probably  would  have  re- 
Nired,  and  certftinlj  merited,  a  better  fate,  if  it 
Lid  fortaoatelj  placed  its  destinies  in  better 
hud).  Sir,  it  appears  t«  me,  that  all  the  mil- 
itirj  enterprises  during  hia  whole  administro- 
tiixi,  torn  the  abominable  attack  on  Copen- 
lugeo,  down  to  th«  l&at  expedition  against  the 
idudi  of  Zealand,  were  nothing  more  than  bel- 
Ii|er«iit  pons  and  connndnuns.  It  has  been 
NDstaatlj  aonoiinced  that  some  grand,  secret 
tipedidon  was  on  hand,  and  eB(£  sncceeding 
IMS  gnoder  than  the  preceding,  until  the  last 
eq>«didcHi  to  Walcheren,  which  was  the  grand- 
catriall;  and,  when  the  secret  reallj  came 
rat,  it  ^ipeared  either  that  the  ol^ect  was 
■buninable  or  contemptible,  and  the  means  of 
eno^iDg  even  the  contemptible  olgeot,  npon 
(iperineDt,  were  generally  found  incompetent. 
To,  ST,  probably  these  enterprises  have  cost 
the  British  uoioa  the  lives  of  fifty  thousand 
bnre  officers  and  soldiers,  and  1  will  not  nn- 
dertske  to  count  the  miliions  of  dollars.  Sir, 
tlw  wne  little-minded  course  of  policy  has  also 
ifa  nnifoTmly  manifested  dnrmg  the  same 
lime  agunst  the  United  States ;  and  in  no  r^- 

Emore  than  in  the  disavowal  of  Ur.  Er- 
'i  arrangement — in  avoiding  to 
mi  motives  for  it — and  in  the  un< 
ttniiA  to  canvert  the  bad  faith  of  the  British 
Gmemment  into  a  reproach  npon  our  own ; 
ud  this  was  to  be  done  by  an  ingenious  mental 
derioft  prettily  conceived  by  Mr.  Canning  and 
idroitly  executed  by  Mr.  Jackson,  who,  if  qot 
*^  to  Mr.  Canning  in  the  mysterious  art  of 
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polling,  I  think  can  be  very  Utile  way  behind 
raptototvpe  in  the  art  of  equivoques.  Sir,  the 
avowal,  in  my  judgment,  was  not  for  the 
**iit  of  competent  powers.  Too  great  a  share 
^tbereal  caiis»of  the  disavowal,  nnfortooately, 
.  B  utiibntable  to  ourselves,  and  now  is  the  mo- 
B«t  to  relieve  ourselves  from  the  imputation. 
^,  it  is  painful  for  me  to  be  so  often  com- 


pelled to  question  the  candor  of  an^  gentleman, 

particularly  one  clothed  with  the  high  fuactioni 
of  Minister  Flenipotentiary  of  His  Britannic 
M^esty ;  but  permit  me  to  ask  yon,  sir,  how  it 
inpossible  for  Mr.  Jackson  not  to  conceive  that 
offence  would  be  taken  at  his  ofl'ensive  insinua- 
tions afler  Mr.  Smith's  letter  of  the  1st  of  No- 
vember, telling  him  io  strong  and  dedsive  terms 
that  oSence  had  been  taken  at  them  ?  or  how 
can  Mr.  Jackson  reconcile  it  to  himself  to  say 
that  in  adhering  to  these  gross  inunuations,  he 
did  not  inten^  to  give  offence!  Let  me  ask 
joo,  sir,  what  else  he  did,  or  could  intend !  For 
my  part,  I  can  see  nothing  clae  that  he  could 
either  rationally  intend  or  expect.  Here  tbeo, 
sir,  is  another  false  or  fallacious  disguise  thrown 
ont  before  the  people  of  the  United  States,  as 
will  always  be  the  case  in  every  appeal  to  them, 
calculated,  or  evidently  intended,  to  excite  their 
resentmentsand  distnuts  against  their  own  Gov- 


Now,  air,  npon  the  most  critical  review  of  this 
eipositioD,  is  there  a  single  gentleman  present. 
who  is  not  prepared  to  say,  that  the  facts  stated 
in  the  resolution  are  fully  Jnatifled  by  the  cor- 
respondence ?  And  if  theybe,  sir,  what  induce- 
ment can  possibly  prevent  unanimity  on  the 
present  occasion  t  Burely  those,  who  wish 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  will  £nd  unanimity 
upon  this  DCCBWon  the  moet  likely  to  deter  from 
war ;  and  surely,  ur,  every  gentleman  most 
feel  and  see  that  the  declarations  contained  in 
the  resolution  are  imperiously  due  to  the  dignity 
and  honor  of  our  own  Government,  as  well  aa 
to  onr  respect  for  the  people  and  ourselves. 
Sir,  what  woold  be  the  effect  of  pasdng  by  un- 
noticed these  gross  and  insidious  insults  to  both 
the  people  and  Government  f  Why,  sir,  foreign 
Ministers  would  begin  to  conceive,  that  an  ap- 
peal to  the  people  was  amongst  the  most  sacred 
of  their  privileges  and  immunities.  The  fre- 
quency of  them  already  Is  almost  sufficient  to 
establish  and  sanctify  the  rule.  The  cases  of 
Genet,  Yrujo,  the  publication  of  Mr.  Canning's 
letter  in  one  of  the  Boston  newspapers,  ice., 
never  received  sufGcient  animadversions  from 
ConsreBs ;  and  if  thb  moet  aggravated  case  of 
all  should  pass  over  unnoticed,  I  should  not  be 
surprised  to  see  Mr.  Jackson  during  the  present 
winter  set  himself  up  as  a  British  President  in 
New  York,  contesting  the  point  of  Jurisdiction 
before  the  people,  with  the  American  Preudeut 
at  Washington ;  whilst  Congress,  regardless 
of  their  own  constitutional  powers,  ta.,  should 
stand  by  and  behold  the  extraordinary  scene  in 
a  state  of  perfect  neutrality.  Sir,  is  it  possible 
that  Congress  can  so  far  tbrget  their  duties  to 
the  people  and  their  respect  for  themselves  t 
Independently  of  the  ohvions  propriety  of  this 
proceeding  in  itself  have  we,  sir,  no  examples 
of  the  course  of  conduct  recommended  by  the 
resolution  ?  I«t  me  remind  you,  sir,  of  the  case 
of  Count  De  Palm  in  the  British  Parliament 
In  that  case,  wr.  the  Count  De  Palm  presented 
a  memorial  to  tne  British  King  by  tbo  express 
order  of  hia  Government,  complainlngof  the  iiiia-  *■ 
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represeatation  of  facta  mode  \a  tbe  Eing^e  speech 
to  Parliameiit,  which  corapldnt  theBritiah  his- 
torians adniit  was  well  fonnded.  After  pre- 
senting the  memorial,  he  cansed  it  to  be  pub- 
lished and  circnlated  through  the  country,  etc. 
What,  sir,  was  the  condact  of  the  Britisli  Par- 
liament and  nation  upon  that  occasion  T  8ir, 
the  Parliament  nnanimouslj  entered  into  reso- 
lutions expressing  the  highest  indignation  at  the 
insolent  procedure ;  and  presented  on  address  to 
His  Mi^esty  requestbg  him  to  order  the  Connt 
De  FaJni  out  of  the  conntry  immediately.  Sir, 
I  will  not  troable  the  Senate  with  reading  the 
proceedings  of  the  Hoose  of  Commons  upon 
this  memorable  occasion;  beconse  I  presented 
them  to  the  Senate  last  winter  in  the  case  of 
the  publication  of  Mr,  Canning's  letter  in  the 
Boston  paper,  and  I,  therefore,  presume  they 
are  now  ft-esh  in  the  recollection  of  every  gen- 
tleman. And  what,  sir,  wa.'<  the  conduct  of  the 
opposition  in  the  British  House  of  Commons, 
when  their  King  and  country  were  insulted  by 
a  foreign  Minister?  Did  they  hold  back,  did 
they  attempt  to  paralyse  the  proceedings  of 
their  Government  in  resenting  this  conduct  and 
retrieving  its  wounded  honor  and  dignity?  'So, 
BIT,  they  were  Englishmen,  and  felt  the  indignity 
to  themselves  I  They  were  patriots,  and  could 
not  see  their  Government  and  nation  insulted 
with  indifTercnce-!  They  stepped  forward,  mr, 
and  were  the  first  to  inoT>e  the  resolution  and 
address.  Tlic  proceeding  was  unanimous  ;  and 
what  t)enefit  did  the  British  oation  receive  &om 
tiis  onaoimons  and  prompt  proceeding?  Why, 
sir,  from  the  year  1726  to  the  present  time,  the 
insult  has  no  t,  I  believe,  been  repeated,  and  prob- 
ably never  will  again. 

Sir,  how  honorable,  tow  patrioUo,  was  this 
conrso  of  conduct  to  the  British  oppositJon  I 
How  honorable  and  landable  woiUd  b«  its  imi- 
tation here  1  Eapeciolly,  sir,  when  union  is  all 
that  is  wanting  to  mal<e  ns  happy  and  victori- 
ous. Why  then,  ur,  sbonld  we  uot  have  union, 
when  it  is  so  easy  and  efficacious  a  remedy  for 
all  onr  difficnitics?  Sir,  the  nation  en>ecU  it ; 
the  nation  has  a  ri^tto  demand  it.  Ifay  I  not 
then  hope,  sir,  that  the  hitherto  dominant  spirit 
of  party  will  now  yield  to  an  occasion,  so  ob- 
vious, BO  urgent,  so  honorable!  Sir,  1  cannot 
express  to  yon  the  pleasure  I  should  feet  at  roy 
heart,  if  I  conld  see  all  irritations  banished,  and 
harmony  and  mutual  good  will  universally  per- 
vading bU  political  scenes  and  all  social  inter- 
course. That  the  present  occasion  may  be 
improved  to  ihis  desirable  end,  is  the  most  fer- 
vent prayer  of  one,  who,  in  the  present  delicate, 
interesting  criMs  of  the  nation,  feels  a  devotion 
for  his  country  beyond  every  thing  else  on  this 
tdde  of  Heaven! 

After  Mr.  Giles  concluded,  the  question  was 
token  on  th  e  passage  of  the  resolution  to  a  third 
reading.  There  were  twenty-four  members 
present,  besides  the  President  pro  tern.  ;  of 
whom  twenty  voted  in  flivor  of  it.  It  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday  next. 


MosDAT,  December  II. 

Mr.  GoMtJi,  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  resolution  relating  to  the  official  eoire- 
spondence  between  the  Secretary  of  State  tnd 
Francis  J.  Jackson,  Minister  Pleoipotentiuy  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty,  correctly  engrOBsed  \  md 
the  resolution  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  tlie  question.  Shall  this  resolution  pan!  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative— }'eu  20, 
nays  1,  as  follows  : 

Yeah.— Mean.  Bredlay,  Brant,  Condit,  Cn*M, 
G>ill>rd,  Germao,  Giles,  Gilmaa,  Gr^g,  GnnnU, 
Lambert,  Leib,  MaChewiuD,  Hugi,  Parker,  Pop^ 
Keed,  Smith  of  Mjuyluid,  Samtat,  vA  Tntim. 

Nat*.— Meson.  Goodrich,  HiOhonae,  Va]\ni 
Pickering. 

MoMjAT,  December  16. 


Tbumdat,  December  21. 
JosiPB  AiTDEBSos,  fh>m  the  State  of  Teones- 
see,  attended. 

TcBBDAT,  Deoember  afl. 
Jesse  Faunuir,  &om  the  State  i^  "Stit^ 
Carolina,  attended. 

T&CBSDAT,  December  88. 
Chables  Tatt,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Geoi^  in  the  ^vx 
of  John  JTilledge,  resigned,  prodooed  his  tft- 
dentials ;  which  were  read,  and,  tiie  oath  pre- 
scritied  by  law  having  been  aidministered  to  luio, 
he  took  his  seat  in  t£e  Senato. 

TuESDAT,  January  2, 1810. 
Jakes  A.  Batabd,  from  the  State  of  B^ 
ware,  attended. 

Thvbsdat,  JaDnary  4. 
Jenehi  Whtteside,  from  the  Stale  of  Toi- 
nessee,  attended. 

Fkidat,  January  13. 
Ai£xAHDBB  Caupbbll,  appcHDted  a  SmW 

by  the  Le^latnre  of  the  Stato  of  Oliio,  iq 
placeof  Edward  Tiffin,  resigned;  and  Cbhsi*- 
PUBB  G.  CiUMFLm,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  intJw 
place  of  Francis  Malbone,  deceased ;  eeveitl^ 
produced  their  credenUda,  which  were  read. 
And  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  baring  been 
Bdministered  to  them,  they  took  their  seatoin 
the  Senate. 

Tdesdat,  January  28, 

Nenal  Armammt. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  third  reading  of  the 

bill  authoridog  the  fitting  out,  officeiuig,  ana 

manning,  the  frigates  belonging  to  tlie  tnilcd 
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Thuwd*t,  Febnurj  1, 
Tbe  I*EmimrT  ooinmQiiioated  a  letter  from 
ibB  G«Ternor  of  tbe  Bt&te  of  Eeatncky,  en- 
dniDg  B  cMtificate  of  the  appointment  of 
HnsT  Cut  s  Senator  of  the  United  BtatM,  In 
jdiM  of  Bockner  Thraston,  resinied.  And  the 
....-•..._     .^  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  file. 


[Suunb 


MoirsiT,  Febrnaf?  S, 
Hd!st  Olat,  appointed  a  Senator  \ij  tbe  Le- 
pditnre  of  tbe  State  of  Eentnoky,  in  the  pkce 
of  Bnckner  Tbrnnton,  attended,  and  the  oath 
pracribed  bj  law  hariog  been  administered  ' 
Aim,  be  took  lib  seat  in  tbe  Senate. 

Tbtbsdat,  Febmarf  29. 
^M-ZnlaroourM. 

Ur,  Gmux,  from  tbe  committee,  reported 
tt»  imendmeDts  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
niptctii^  tbe  commercial  intercomie  between 
Ibt  Doited  8tat«B  and  Great  Britain  and  France, 
lid  for  other  purposes,"  correctlj  engroeaed; 
ud  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended. 

Ur.  Ou,T. — Mr,  President  r  At  all  times  em- 
larriMed  when  I  have  ventnred  to  address  jon, 
it  it  with  pecnliar  diffidenoe  I  rise  on  this  ooea- 
aoD.  The  profonnd  respect  I  have  been  tanght 
to  ntertain  for  this  bodj,  mj  conscions  inade- 

^r  to  discaas,  as  it  deserres,  tbe  question  b»- 
jDO,  the  mssnitnde  of  that  question,  and 
tlw  rceuit  Beat  I  hare  taken  in  thb  Honse,  are 
tw  Ten  colcnlftted  to  appsU,  and  would  impel 
niotilenoe  if  any  other  member  wonldasaame 
tbe  tuk  I  propoee  attempting.  But,  mr,  when 
tlw  ragnlar  troops  of  this  Hoqscl  dtsoiplmed  as 
tliej  *re  in  tfaa  great  afiUrs  of  thia  nation,  are 
ioK^Te  at  their  poeta,  it  becomes  the  duty  of 
■t«  taw  militia,  howeTer  lately  enlisted,  to  step 
fttth  in  defence  of  the  honor  ai>d  independeuoe 
^  Ibe  coMitry. 

I  Toied  jesterdi^  agalnrt  the  amendment  of- 
b«d  br  tbagentMDan  front  Uaiyland,  beoaose, 
tU1»  that  rote  did  not  pledge  me  for  the  nlti- 
-" e  of  tbe  bin,  it  would  bare  allowed 


7  TMseL  ehftttered  and  leaky :  bnt  it  afford- 
mie  ahdter,  bad  as  it  waa.  It  was  oppoei- 
tin  to  the  aggraadve  edicts  of  tbe  belligerents. 
Tikn  ftom  n»  withoot  a  enbstJtnte,  we  are  left 
Wmiuilisu,  naked,  and  exposed  to  all  the  rage 
■d  Tiolenee  of  the  stoim, 

Kr,  hare  we  not  been  for  years  contending 
if^iM  the  tyranny  (rf  the  ocean  t  Has  not 
<MgrcM  aolemnly  pledged  Itself  to  the  world 
M  to  loiTender  our  rigntB  t  And  has  not  the 
■ttion  at  large  in  all  its  capacities  of  meetings 
'■f  the  pe(^4e,  Btate^  and  General  Gortfnmeut, 
Molrea  t4>  maiDtaln  at  all  hazards  our  maritime 
Mdqnndeneet  Tonr  whole  (nrele  of  commer- 
Eidiertrietionsi  ioeloding  the  non-importation, 
nUtfo,  endnon-iDterconrse  acts,  had  in  view 
U  {f^iosition  to  the  ofTennve  measures  of  the 
UiigeretiU,soJnstlycomplainedof  byos.  They 
T«t  IT.— 1» 


I  presented  rwutonM— the  peae^l  resistance  of 
the  law.     Whm  thia  is  abandoned  withoot 

I  effect,  I  am  for  redstance  by  tbe  laord. 

I  Ko  man  in  tbe  nation  wants  peace  more  than 
I ;  bat  I  prefer  the  troubled  ocean  of  war,  de- 
manded by  the  honor  and  independenoe  of  the 
country,  with  all  its  calamities  and  degolati<»i, 
to  tbe  tranqnil  and  putrescent  pool  of  ignomini- 
ous peace.  If  we  can  accommodate  our  di%r^ 
enoes  with  one  of  the  bd%erents  only,  I  ehonid 
prefer  that  one  to  be  Britain;  but  if  with 
neither,  and  we  are  forced  into  a  selection  of 
our  enemy,  then  sm  I  for  war  with  Britain, 
because  I  beliere  her  prior  in  aggreamon,  and 
her  iqjnries  and  insults  to  na  were  atrocious  in 
oharaoter,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  exhibit  an 
account  between  tbe  belligerents  of  mercantile 
■poliationa  inflicted  and  menaced.     On  that 

g)int  we  hare  Jost  cause  of  war  with  both. 
ritain  stands  pre-eminent  in  her  onCrage  oo 
ns,  by  her  viol^on  of  the  sacred  personal  rights 
of  AineiloaQ  f^men,  in  the  arbitrary  and  mw- 
less  impiisonment  of  our  seamen,  the  attAck  on 
the  Chesapeake — the  murder,  sir,  T  will  not 
dwell  on  the  long  oatalogae  of  our  wrongs  ud 
diagrsce,  which  has  been  repeated  nntU  the  sen- 
sibility of  the  nation  is  benambed  by  the  dis- 
honorable detail 

But  we  are  asked  for  the  means  of  carrying 
on  the  war,  and  those  who  oppose  it  triumph- 
antly  appeal  to  the  vacant  raulls  of  the  Treas- 
ory.  With  the  unimpaired  credit  of  the  Gov- 
ernment invigorated  by  a  fUthfnl  observaooe 
of  pnbUc  engagements,  and  a  rapid  extinction 
of  the  debt  of  tne  land,  with  the  bonndlees  ter- 
ritories in  tbe  west  presenting  a  safe  pledge  fbr 
reimbursement  of  loans  to  any  extent,  is  it  not 
astonishing  that  deepondency  Itself  shonld  dls- 

Earage  the  resources  of  this  country?  Ton 
ave,  nr,  I  am  credibly  informed,  in  the  dty 
and  vicinity  of  Kew  Orleans  alone,  publio  prop- 
erty snfBcient  to  eitingnish  tlie  MJebrated  de- 
fldt  in  tbe  Seoretan's  report.  And  are  we  to 
regard  as  notldng  uie  p^riotio  oftir  so  often 
mMe  b;f  the  States,  to  epend  their  last  cent,  and 
ilak  their  Inst  drop  of  blood,  in  the  preservation 
of  our  nentral  privilegea?  Or,  are  we  to  be 
governed  by  the  low,  grovelling  porwmony  of 
Uie  connting  room,  and  to  oast  up  the  actual 
peace  in  the  drawer  before  we  assert  oar  inesti- 
lable  rights  I 

It  is  gaid,  however,  that  no  object  is  attain- 
able by  war  with  Great  Britain.  In  its  for- 
tnnea,  we  are  to  estimate  not  only  the  benefit 
to  be  derived  to  ourselves,  bnt  the  injury  to  be 
done  the  enemy.  Tbe  conquest  of  Canada  is  in 
year  power.  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  deemed 
presumptuous  when  I  state  that  I  verily  believe 
that  the  militia  of  Eentacky  are  alone  compe- 
tent to  place  Montreal  and  Upper  Canada  at 
year  feet.  Is  it  nothing  to  the  British  nation ; 
is  it  nothing  to  the  pnde  of  her  Uonarch,  t» 
have  the  last  of  the  immense  North  American 
possessions  betd  by  him  in  the  commencement 
of  hisreignwrestedfromhlsdomlnion!  Is  it 
nothing  to  OS  to  extinguish  the  torch  that  lights 
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npuTftge  wsrfsret  Is  it  nothing  to  aoqaire 
tbe  entirB  ftir  trade  connected  with  that  ooantrj, 
and  t«  deitroy  the  temptotiim  and  th«  opporlD- 
ni^of  violating  yooj  revenoe  and  other  laws? 

War  with  Gw»t  Britain  will  depriTe  her  of 
those  snppliea  of  raw  materiala  and  prorinoiu 
which  ibe  now  obtains  from  this  coontrj.  It 
ia  alleged  that  the  noD-iDt«rooiine  law,  «oii- 
ftantl;  eraded,  Is  Incaftable  ot  execution. 
Tar  will  he  a  noD-intercxmne,  admitting  of  but 
partial  elndon.  The  preantre  upon  ber,  oon- 
lemplated  bj/onr  restrietire  lawa,  wiD  then  be 
oompletet;  realiied.  She  will  not  have  the 
game,  as  she  will  if  jon  preea  this  bill  without 
an  efficient  sfstom,  entireV  in  her  own  hands. 
The  aiterprise  and  Talor  of  our  maritime 
brethten  will  partidpate  In  the  tpcXiB  of  cap- 
ture. 

Another  effect  of  war  wQl  be,  the  ranrodno- 
tlon  and  cherishing  of  a  oommer«ial  spirit 
amongst  as.  Is  there  no  danger  that  we  shall 
become  enervated  by  the  spint  of  avsrioe,  nn- 
forinnoCelf  so  predominant  I  I  do  not  wish  to 
see  that  difibsive  miUtoir  character,  which, 
pervading  the  whole  naticm,  might  poadU; 
eventnate  in  the  aggrandiEoment  of  some  am- 
bilioaB  chie(  by  prostrating  the  Ubertiea  itf  the 
oonntn.  Bnt  a  cerb^n  portion  (^military  ardor 
(and  that  is  what  I  derire)  is  MMstial  to  the 
protection  of  the  oonntry.  The  withered  arm 
and  wrinkled  brow  of  the  illoirtrioas  founders 
of  our  fi«edom  are  melancholy  indications  that 
they  will  shortly  be  removed  ftom  ns.  Their 
deeds  of  glory  and  renown  will  then  be  felt  only 
throngh  the  cold  mediom  of  the  historic  page. 
We  shall  want  the  preHcnoe  and  living  example 
of  a  new  race  of  heroes  to  supply  their  plaoea, 
and  to  animala  na  to  preserve  biviolate  what 
they  achieved.  Am  I  ooontlng  too  mnoh  on  the 
valor  of  my  eonntrymen,  when  I  indulge  the 
hope,  that  if  we  are  forced  into  war,  the 
American  hero  now  lives,  who,  npon  the  walls 
of  Qaebec,  imitating  his  ^orions  example,  will 
avenge  the  &11  of  the  immortal  Uon^omeiy  t 
Bnt  we  Bhall,  at  least,  g^a  the  approbation  of 
our  own  hearts.  If  we  Bnrrender  withont  a 
sbmggle  to  maintain  onr  righta,  we  forf^t  the 
respect  of  the  world,  and  (what  is  wmse)  (^ 
ounelves. 

We  are  often  reminded  that  the  British  navy 
oonstttotes  the  onlybarrier  between  ns  and  nnl- 
Tersal  dominion.  When  resistance  to  Britain  (s 
Bnb^HHon  to  France,  I  protest  agunst  the 
castigatiott  of  onr  colomal  infancy  being  applied 
in  the  independent  manhood  of  America,  I  am 
willing,  rir,  to  dis^mse  with  the  parental  ten- 
doneas  of  the  British  navy.  I  cannot  sabscribe 
to  British  fllaveiy  npon  the  wat«r,  that  we  may 
escape  F^wich  snblogation  on  Imd.  I  should 
fed  myself  hnmbled,  as  an  Amnican  citizen,  if 
we  had  to  depend  upon  any  foreign  power  to 
nphold  onr  independence  j  and  I  am  persuaded 
that  onr  own  resonrcea,  properly  Erected,  are 
fiilly  adequate  to  our  defence.  I  am  therefore  for 
resisting  oppreesion,  by  whomsoever  attempted 
against  US,  whether  maritinie  or  territorial 


Gonndering  then  that  the  bill  as  imendtd  in 
this  Hoase,  in  fomisblDg  no  nbrtitale  for  th* 
law  of  non-intercoorse,  wlueh  it  r^eahi  so 
the  pn^toHition  of  the  olh«  Honse,  intended  lo 
take  its  pl^oe,  is  a  total  derelkticai  itf  iH  o^ 
position  to  the  ediota  of  the  bdUgenata,  I  md- 
not  vote  for  it  in  its  pceeaot  ftnn.  I  mm  t, 
recommitment  of  the  bill  to  supply  this  daftct. 
What  ought  to  be  the  suMitnte,  I  tottai  I 
have  not  tatiaSed  myteU— not  exptetiig  tUtk 
would  fU]  to  my  lot  to  make  yon  this  motiv. 
The  eommittea,  howevo-,  can  delibertte  vfn 
the  aul;}eat,  and  propoae  one.  I  would  nggnt 
two  for  ocmaderation — either  a  total  noo-in- 
portation,  wbioh  our  laws  can  doiibtl««  tubnt, 
or  to  arm  oar  merchantmen,  and  ntbnriM 
convoys.  A  day  may  be  fixed,  sllowiog  nfll- 
cient  time  for  the  last  eflM  itf  the  iiegouiti<H. 
That  biling,  oar  merohants  then  to  b«  p(t> 
mitted  to  arm,  and  to  receive  all  tiMinMsoiia 
by  convoys  which  the  public  veaals  can  pn, 
This  latter  measure  mn  lead  to  war,biitilii 
war.  Onr  neutral  ri|^ta  are  violated  br  tW 
i^rents.  Etuih  places  our  oommeiee  lote 
restnotion^  not  warranted  by  tbe  la*  of  u- 
ttons.  We  moat  th«i  eabmlt,  ot  orotect  it 
Whilst  we  confine  oDraelves  witiiin  Oh  paled 
that  law,  neither  baa  ari^t  to  complain.  Whia 
so  armed,  and  pursuing  onr  lawfbl  dartinsCfiii 
let  those  who  attempt  to  molest  na  take  to  than- 
selves  the  coosequenoes  of  their  own  vioUUim 
On  our  part,  a  war  tbna  produced  will  be  a  TV 
of  defence. 
But,  Mr.  Prendent,  ifi  after  all  onr  deUbe* 
m,  it  shall  i>e  deemed  unwise  to  adopt  oi^ 
of  these  expedienta,  perhi^  some  other  VBti- 
ceptionable  conrse  may  occur.  I  insist  that  yM 
do  not  retuni  the  bill  to  the  other  brtnehof  A* 


yoQ  a  measure,  1  acknowledge,  week;  it  », 
however,  not  sabmisdon.  It  ]ffOfeasea  to  op- 
pose (in  fiKni,  at  least)  the  Ittjuatioe  of  faeip 
Oov^imtents.  What  are  you  about  to  do-tt 
breathe  vigra:  and  energy  into  the  billt  K^ 
sir ;  yon  have  eradicated  all  ill  vitaUff,  sad  m 
abont  to  trajMmit  baek  again  the  mUmAM- 
ton.  I  entreat  the  Benata  to  recollect  the  Utf 
ground  they  occupy  with  the  natinn.  1  (fl 
upon  the  members  of  this  House  to  mKntsiniH 
obaracter  for  vigor.  I  beseech  them  not  te 
forfeit  the  eeteem  of  the  oonntry.  WUlyoeft* 
the  baae  example  to  the  other  House  <tf  la  V- 
nombdoos  suiraider  of  onr  rights,  sftsr  tlwf 
have  been  reproached  with  imlwdlity,  indT*" 
extolled  for  your  energy  I  But,  elr,  if  we  wjj* 
be  so  foi^eUhl  of  oursdvea,  I  trust  we  laH 
spare  yon  the  disgraoe  of  rigning  wi&  ll>^ 
hands,  so  inetramental  In  the  Bev^nticn,  ■  UB 
abandoning  some  of  the  most  predoos  ripB 
which  it  then  secured. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Clay  to  recommit  the  wV 

for  the  purpose  of  amendment,  was  detensuM' 

■  L  the  negative — yeas  18,  nays  BO,  as  (bllo*»: 

Yba&— Meun.  Bradley,  Brent,  Campbell,  (^ 

Dddil,  Oernian,  UathewrcD,  Huge,    Puker,  POft 

Bobinson  Sniater,  and  Wlutaude. 
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lUn.-H«Mn.  Aadarwoa,  Bajard,  CbMn^D,  Cnw- 
bri,FnnUin,  QulUrd,  GUtnan,  Ooodrich,  Qngg, 
BaibiMn,  HoaiBj,  Luibot,  Leib,  Lloyd,  PickeriDo, 
I«^  Smith  of  MirjUnd,  Smith  cfNav  Tmk,  T>^ 
ndToiMr. 

On  the  qnestion,  Bhall  thtfl  bill  pMs  as  amend- 
tdt  it  WM  determined  in  tha  afflnuatiTe — jMs 
a^n»j*7,  M follows; 

Teu— Main.  Aitlmm,  Bsjard,  Brant,  Cunp- 
ha,  OumpliB,  Ctavficd,  Fnnklin,  (HiUaid,  CHI- 
MIN Goodnch,  Gttgg,  HUShoam,  Hocm;,  Lambai^ 
Lob,  Uoji,  HatheiTKn,  Hein,  Piokering,  Rtti, 
Smilfa  of  Muylua,  Smith  of  Nsw  JoA,  Snmtw, 
T*i^  Timer,  and  Whitends. 

Kin.— McMn.  Bradlaj,  CUf,  Condit,  Garman, 
Puler,  Fcfi^  and  BoblBKu. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  fhia  bill  pass  with 


Ob  motiwi,  b;  Mr.  SutiB  of  MarjUnd,  it  was 
■greed  that  tlte  title  of  the  bill  be  amended,  to 
iMd  M  fbllowH :  "  An  set  to  interdict  the  pub- 
lic diipE  and  venela  of  France  and  Oreat  Bntuu 
from  ue  porta  and  harbon  of  the  United  Statce, 
ind  far  other  porpoeea."  - 

WEDmBDi.T,  Febrtiarj  88, 
The  Tm  Pbbsidbkt  being  absent,  the  Senate 
pnoeded  to  the  election  of  a  Preddentpra  tern- 
f*rt,  aa  the  constitBtion  provides,  and  the  hon- 
orable JoQH  Gaiuabp  was  appointed. 

Orders,  That  the  Becretarj  wMt  on  the 
Kssdeot  of  the  Doited  States,  and  acquaint 
bim  that  the  Senate  bare,  in  the  absence  of  the 
Vice  Preadent,  elected  the  Honorable  Jobs 
GuLUjtD  President  of  the  Senate  j>rv  t»mpor«. 

Tuksd^t,  March  6. 
JV<m-/*terepNrai. 

The  Senate  reeamed  the  resolntion  of  the 
HooM  of  Representatives  dtaogreeiDg  to  thdr 
■ncDdnwDta  to  the  UU,  entitled  "An  act  re- 
nwting  theoommeFoial  interconrae  between  the 
Uutad  States  mi.  Great  Britain  and  Franoe, 
■tdforother  pnipaaea." 

The  qoestkn  pending,  when  tiie  Senate  ad- 
Jmrned  jeaterdav,  was  on  adherenoe  to  their 
Kieadmenta  to  the  UU. 

Hr.  kxoBtaoK  observed  that,  when  he  Had 
■ide  the  motioQ  yerterday  to  mihert,  he  h^d 
Aw  it  Qnd«r  the  impraaion  that  it  was  proper 
to  bring  the  snttfeot  to  a  oonolnsion,  and  becanae 
babelievad  tbe  interest  of  the  ooontry  required 
tkat  it  riumld  be  flnall  v  acted  oa  He  said  he 
n*  still  impnaaed  wiui  that  Idea ;  bnt,  paying 
a  defereoca  to  tbe  opinion  of  hla  (Henda,  de«r- 
Bcabo  to  treat  tike  House  of  B^resentAtivee 
*B  the  reopeot  due  to  that  body,  and  be«uue 
it  waa  more  eoofomuble  to  the  mlea  of  pro- 
Mftif  generally  observed,  be  withdrew  the 
Bttioa  to  adhere,  and  moved  to  intM  on  tbe 
■NDdmeots.  HeeaidbeBhoald,byp«rliament- 
■T  pnetkM,  have  been  Mly  Jnstifled  in  tbe 
Mud  to  ftdfaere  befbre  inmi^inff.  Bnt  it  was 
trgpar  tbat  the  two  Honses  of  Congress  shonld 
M  flouteoas  in  their  conduct  to  we  anotber, 
nd  the  state  of  afiUrs  at  present  peonlkrly  r^- 


'  quired  it ;  he  therefwe  varied  bb  motion.  The 
question  was  then  taken  to  tnntt,  and  car- 
ried withoQt  a  division. 

Mr,  AiTDXEBOir  then  moved  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  conference,  to  confer  on  the  mbfeet 
with  HDoh  committee  as  ahonld  be  appointed  by 
tbe  HoDH  of  Representatives. — Agraed  to. 

Meears.  AmiBBsoN,  Leib,  and  Sioth  of  Mary- 
land, were  aooordingly  appointed  on  tbe  port 
of  the  Senate. 

TsuBSDAi,  March  8. 

Demand*  upim  Oreat  Britain — SeprietU, 

Mr.  LuB  submitted  the  following  resolntitxiB : 

"  Bmobed,  That  tba  Pnddent  of  tb*  Uidled  Statw 

be  reqnirad  to  tnitniot  onr  Miiui«w  at  tba  Conn  «f 

Gieat  Britain  to  danend  of  the    Brilidi  Onmn- 


ment  tnede  by  their  Mtmitar,  Ur.  Erakina,  w 
QonmmaDt,  oompriaing  ktonemeiit  for  tha  attack 
OKo  tba  frigate  Cbai^eaka,  end  a  relinqiilidtmBiit 
of  the  Order*  in  Conncil;  and  that,  on  fallnre  toei- 


"  Raolafd,  That  the  Preddant  of  tha  Cnlled  Slata^ 
b«  nqaind  to  inaCmct  our  Hlnittar  at  tba  Coart  of 
Oraat  Britain  to  demand  of  tha  Brittih  Qoramaent 
an  immadiato  relaus  of  oil  Amwlaan  dtlieai  im- 
praand  into  tlM  Britidi  nrrioa,  and  that,  on  failaie 
«  nfiiaal  to  moke  Mch  nieas*,  onr  Mii^Mar  be  di- 
reated  forthwith  to  reCnm  to  tha  United  Stalai. 

"  Raalm,  Tbat,  on  tba  faOnr*  or  ntanl  ol  the 
QotfinunBDt  of  QmU  Biitoio,  after  demand  nude  by 
OUT  Idiiuater  to  coiry  into  effect  tba  oRwigementa 
mode  by  Mr.  Enkiae,  tbe  Britieh  Miniatar,  or,  on 
the  refaial  or  failnn  to  relean  all  American  citiMnt 
impreaeed  into  the  Britiah  aerrioa,  the  Pieaident  of 
the  United  Statea  be  anthoriied  to  laaoe  lettera  of 
marqoe  and  lepiiaol  agoiut  the  ihlpa  and  Tsaanla  ba- 
longmg  to  the  Gonrntnant  and  (ntjecta  of  Qieot 
Britain." 

M0ND1.T,  March  IS, 
WithdramU  ^  SeeolnttAonM. 

Mr.  Leib,  on  request,  bad  leave  to  withdraw 
his  resolntiona  aobmltted  for  conrideration  tu 
theStbinst 

Mr.  Lan  remarked  tbat  be  had  snbndtted 
tbe  resolntiona  npon  the  table  of  the  Senate 
nnder  &  ocaiviction  that  tbe  honor  end  interests 
of  tbe  nation  required  such  a  course  of  meat- 
niea.  He  believed  that  it  was  time  to  have 
done  with  trifling,  with  a  war  of  words,  and 
with  what  hod  been  termed  gaeeonade;  that 
tbe  cnp  of  expedients  had  been  drained  to  tiie 
la.'it  dregs,  ana  tbat  a  new  mode  of  warfare  be- 
""",  iiidiapeoBabl&  to  vindicate  onr  honor  and 
t  onr  rights.  Hie  impreesi(»a  were,  that  s 
determined  attitude  alone  oonld  resnte  ns  from 


injured  nation  is  sometimes  obliged  toMsort  to, 
'  avoid  greater  calamity.  He  aaid  tbat  be  was 
I  friend  to  war — tbat  peaoe  waa  the  fiist  wish 
of  his  heart— bnt  that  be  coold  not  consent  to 
preserve  it  by  a  proatitntion  of  the  attribntes 


,L-oo^lc 


of  fraeman.  Insult,  robberr,  and  iDiiTd«r,  cried 
■loud  for  Jnitioe  or  for  venge«no«;  and  dntj 
nqaires  oibim  the  dd  of  hie  feeble  efforts  to 
rewme  the  nation  from  degradsUon.  He  re- 
marked, that  the  reeolatioos  were  directed 
•(^st  one  of  the  belligerentA  only,  and  he 
.wonld  aasign  hU  reasoas  for  the  ducrirainatioo, 
and  wh J  he  had  seleoted  Great  Brit^  for  theii 
otjecL  It  had  been  admitted  that  we  had  t 
right  to  choose  onr  cnem;,  and  Great  Britain 
was  selected,  beoaote  ahe  waa  first  in  the  career 
of  maritime  despotism,  and  had  exercised  it 
with  unrelenting  severity;  becaaee  she  stands 
alone  in  the  impressment  of  onr  citizens,  and 
dooms  them  to  ignominions  pnnishment, 
oompels  them  to  fight  her  battles ;  beoanse  the 
national  honor  had  been  vitally  wonnded,  in  the 
attack  npon  onr  fiag;  and  becanse  she  had 
he^>ed  ontrage  upon  aggression,  and  bad  im- 
brued her  hands  in  the  lonocent  blood  of  onr 
citizens.  Since  the  resolutions  were  offered, 
further  remarked,  the  aspect  of  things  seemed 
to  be  somewhat  varied,  and  a  hope  is  entertain- 
ed, th)m  the  advioes  received,  that  a  change  of 
attitude  may  be  rendered  nonecessary ;  and 
that,  nnder  present  cironmstances,  snch  change 
ia  inexpedient,  and  may  prove  iniuriona.  How- 
•Ter  skeptical  he  might  be  on  tnis  aabjeot,  he 
had  no  wish  to  embarrsn  the  Administration 
in  Its  negotiatjons ;  bnt,  on  the  contrary,  be 
wished  to  give  fall  soopa  to  any  efforta  for  an 
amicable  adjustment  of  onr  <Uffereacc«. 
wished  not  to  throw  in  a  cloud  to  intercept  that 
glimpse  which  was  sapposed  to  be  breaking 
npon  us.  His  enmitiea,  he  sud,  were  national, 
and  wonld  cease  with  the  cause  of  excitement 
Under  these  impressions,  and  in  deference  to 
the  judgment  of  political  as  well  as  personal 
friends,  to  whose  opinions  he  was  always  ready 
to  render  a  willing  homage,  he  said  that  he 
would  withdraw  the  reaoiations,  reserving  to 
himself  the  right  to  renew  them  nnder  other 
drcamstanoeB. 

UoNDAT,  March  IB. 
2!o7i-Intereotirtt, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oonsideration  of  the 
report  of  'the  managers  at  the  oonfb^nce  on 
their  part,  on  the  bill,  entitied  "  An  act  respect- 
ing the  oommeroial  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  for  other  porpoMS." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Olai,  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  thereof  until  to-morrow, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negatiye.  And  the 
qnestion  recurring  on  the  original  motion — 

Mr.  S.  SiRTS  B^d :  Mr,  President,  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Senate  is,  to  adhere  to  their 
amendments  made  to  the  bill  "  reapectitu  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  Onited 
6tst«e  and  Great  Briudn  and  France." 

It  is  with  extreme  reluetanee  that  I  rise  on 
the  present  oocasion.  I  feel,  senubly  feel,  the 
ritnation  in  which  I  place  myself  by  oppo«ng 
ft  meaaore  aoiutenaiioed  by  the  vote  in  the 
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speci.  Finding,  however,  that  I  Mwedwltt 
those  gentlemen,  I  took  tbe  bill  to  my  lodgiin 
and  considered  it  with  adisporitiMi  tofiid  a 
it  something  that  should  tndooe  me  to  ^t«  vf 
my  own  opinion  to  that  exprsssed  I7  th«  iM 
in  the  other  House;  bnt  I  )ookedinvm,aadl 
filund  myself  compelled  to  takethe^TCDndtf 
oppodtion  to  the  biH  In  doing  the,  I  mat 
hope  for  the  indulgence  of  those  with  thraul 
differ,  and  of  tha  Senate,  for  detwling  the  nt- 
sons  for  the  motion  I  made  to  smeiiQ  thslA 
To  do  this,  it  may  not  be  unprofitable  to  tab  1 
review  of  the  caosw  that  led  to  the  meunni 
adopted  by  the  United  States,  and  the  oom 
taken  by  Oongress  to  resist  the  iqjnries  impOHl 
npon  na  by  Great  Britain  and  France. 

The  insult  offered  to  the  honor  of  the  niliat 
in  the  affidr  of  the  Chesapeake,  so  fsr  from  t» 
ing  redressed,  was  heightened  by  a  jvodunitiil 
from  the  King  of  Great  Briton,  aiitborini]| 
pnblioly,  in  the  face  of  the  worid,  the  botrd^ 
of  onr  merchant  ships,  and  taking  tbere&nl 
whomsoever  their  officers  donld  cfill  a  BritJA 
subject;  topalliate  this  outrage  on  our  iodepeid' 
enoe,  it  was  recommended  to  the  boudio^rf 
fioer  to  execute  this  indignity  with  poUtMiMI 
About  the  same  time  the  Government  '"^ 
formed  of  the  case  c^  the  Horizon,  amdemM 
under  the  Berlin  decree,  and  that  the  EmpeM 
had  determined  that  that  decree  should  eaibrMl 
Americans  as  well  as  other  nentrals.  Tbiad» 
nation  was  directly  oontrarj  to  tbe  iw 
given  General  Armstrong,  by  tha  Ymm 
Minister  of  Marine,  as  well  as  to  the  pivM 
under  the  decree.  This  was  Uie  first  iatimsliN 
given  to  our  Government  that  the  Beriin  dM* 
would  operate  on  the  interest  of  the  ^^'^ 
States.  . 

The  President  (aa  was  his  duty)  hod  bot^^ 
_ose  snbjecta  before  Oongrem  In  a  MenA  <■ 
it  was  well  known  at  the  same  tinK^  (sIummp 
notoffidally,)  that  the  British  OrderofOwMl 
of  November  had  been  issned. 

What  was  then  onr  litnaaioa  with  thoN' 
tionst  France  had  deolued  evei7  AmaiM 
veeeel  that  was  bound  to  or  fromGreatBritA 

having  on  board  goods,  the  produce  <»  in« 
afaoture  of  Great  Britain,  to  De  bwfiil  pm 
Great  Britain  deolaied  ibat  every  AnwM 
vessel  bonnd  to  any  port  of  Sorope,  should  n 
come  into  her  porta,  there  land  her  eargt^  M 
a  tramit  doty,  and  depart  (if  they  ideisei)* 
their  original  port  of  destination ;  and  UT  *" 
sel  failing  to  do  so,  abonld  be  liable  to  ttaaa 
nation;  that  any  AmerioaB  vessel  haviBg*<* 
tificate  of  origin  on  board,  should  be  oooodo* 
good  prize.  Tbns  ntuated,  we  bad  a  ebotoa  fl 
war  or  embargo.  To  make  war  oa  Frtft 
would  have  been  idle ;  we  could  inflict  no  woffl 
>n  her  by  war,  except  ibit  of  witbboldingM 
lupplies  from  her  West  and  East  India  wdau* 
and  this  would  as  eSfoctoally  be  done  by  aa  V 
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hi^o.  In  ft  war  with  EnRland,  ve  (Mold  ia- 
ffictievere  woanda  on  har  immeoBe  coniiD«rt«, 
Bd  die  iBBlwaysTidner&bleon  the  side  of  Oan- 
ida.  A  more  pacific  Bvstem  was  however 
■doMed — the  emarffo.  Had  that  measare  been 
ripdij  enforced,  it  oonld  not  have  &i]ed  to  have 
«afflp«lled  a  remoTBl  of  the  ni^nst  conduct  of 
tboM  n&tiona,  most  certainly  of  that  of  Oreat 
Bfilain.  Hie  Benato,  aware  that  a  tneasDre  of 
llut  kind  could  not  be  enforced  without  a  phys- 
ical force,  aennble  that  the  pn»paat  of  profit 
vogid  lodDoe  many  to  prevent  its  intended  op- 
erations b;  evasion^  did  immediately  paas  a  bill 
ntboriring  the  President  to  fit  out  and  put  to 
Ml  all  the  armed  vemela  of  the  United  Stales, 
kt  the  pnrpoae  of  preventing  evasions  of  the 
law,  to  employ  onr  seamen  who  were  thrown 
ifle,  and  to  be  prepared  for  events  should  a  war 
eanie.  The  bill  slept  in  the  other  Honse,  and, 
hj  an  in-timed  eoonomj,  was  nitimately  Tweet- 
ed, by  which  a  free  scope  was  given  to  evaden 
of  tM  law,  and  the  system  (wnich  was  a 
me)  was  in  some  d^ree  frustrated ;  yet  it 
■k  effect  highly  aafatory  oa  Great  Britain,  it 
compelled  her  to  modify  the  Orders  of  Council 
of  November,  and  no  longer  were  onr  ships 
eanpdled  to  go  into  her  porta,  and  there  pay 
tribnte;  no  longer  w«e  onr  vessels  snbjected 
to  eondemnsdon  for  having  a  certificate  of  ori- 
lin  oa  board.  The  embargo  was  severely  felt 
if  Great  Britain  while  in  foroe,  every  article 
vhkh  they  had  been  socostomed  to  receive 
&Mn  OS  rose  immediately  in  price,  and  t  am 
eonfid^it  that  had  it  been  continued  and  eze- 
cUed,  fuD  satiafaetiDn  would  have  been  given 
by  Britain  for  the  varioou  ontrages  which  had 
MB  committed  on  onr  honor  and  independence. 
It  MM  relinquished,  and  a  noa-int«x)our«e  was 
■batitoted  aa  to  both  nationa.  This  measure, 
dttoogb  Itm  strong,  was  such  as  would  have 


inO)  the  United  States;  it  took 
frm  her  ■  market  for  more  than  one-half  of 
Waann&etDrea;  it  turned  idle  alargennm- 
tar  of  workmen,  and  although  it  did  not  pre- 
vnU  her  from  getting  our  prodnctiona,  yet  she 
cteined  them  in  sim£  a  way,  that  they  cost  her, 
M  MOM  instance^  double  their  nsosl  price. 
Vui  new  system  was  however  checked  m  its 
MHK  by  Uie  arrangement  made  with  Great 
Britain  through  Ur.  £rakine.  Our  ports  were 
Itnnni  (^len,  and  our  veesela  (then  nearly  all 
fa  ear  harbors)  soon  filled  Great  Britain  with 
MWy  thing  sfaewanted  at  low  prices;  fionrfell 
iMantly  in  EniJatid  to  nine  and  a  half  and  ten 
MvathebMTeL 

Great  Britain,  in  lien  of  the  Orders  of  Conn- 
d,  esaluded  os  from  France  and  Kdland,  and 
Mb  coloDkt,  and  from  Italy,  by  a  paper  block- 
ti»;  an  iaiqniton^  iUegal  ayetem,  which  she 
M  adopted  Id  1T98,  and  has  titber  contracted 
(r  wrtended  at  her  pleasure  ever  since.  Our 
•n  law  ezdoded  na  from  France  and  Italy. 
Ub  tended  to  give  a  direction  to  a  great  pro- 
porticn  of  oar  trade  to  Great  Brittdu,  and  there- 


by completely  supplied  her  wants.  On  the  dis- 
avowal of  Ur.  Ergkine's  arrangement,  the  non- 
interconree  was  renewed,  and  a  stop  put  to  onr 
exports  to  Great  Britun ;  the  consequence  was, 
that  flour  rose  immediately  to  fourteen  and  fif- 
teen dollars  in  England;  cotton,  tobacco,  and 
other  articles,  in  a  proportion  still  greater.  I 
mention  this  to  show,  that  whmever  we  stop 
onr  trade  to  Great  Britain  she  fe^s  it  sensibly 
in  the  bu^h  prices  she  has  to  give  for  our  ex- 
ports, and  thos  to  show  the  efficacy  of  the  aye- 
tem that  had  been  taken,  if  it  had  been  duly 
executed.  Bnt  in  her  exports  Great  Britain 
felt  little,  for  onr  merchants  had  ^ven  their 
orders  under  the  arrangement,  and  it  would 
have  been  nnjuBt  to  have  prevented  them  from 
receiving  the  goods  they  had  ordered ;  the  noo- 
importatioQ  part,  which  I  oonottve  the  moat  es- 
sential part  of  the  non-interconrse,  had  in  con- 
seqaeoee  been  inoperative. 

What,  then,  was  onr  sitaation  when  Oongresa 
mett  The  French  privateers  were  captnring 
our  defenceleas  merdiant  ships,  burning  those 
of  little  value,  and  carryin^t  into  their  ports  for 
condemnation  those  which  were  valnabla. 
Great  Britain  had,  by  a  pretended  blockade, 
excluded  ns  from  enteringthe  ports  of  Holland, 
France,  Italy,  and  their  West  and  East  India 
colonies.  She  had  sent  a  Uinister  to  suc- 
ceed Mr,  Erskine,  who,  so  far  from  offering  any 
explanations  on  the  disavowal  of  the  arrange- 
ment made  with  his  predecessor,  added  insult 
"  ~  injury,  and  bearded  us  to  onr  teeth ;  he  gave 

to  understand  that  the  terms  proposed  in  the 
instractioos  to  Mr,  Erskine  would  be  insisted 
on — terms  that  I  am  confident  no  citizen  of  the 
United  States  would  accede  to. 

In  this  state  of  our  foreign  relations  Congress 
met,  the  members  brought  with  them  the  feeU 


pected  that  measures  of  energy  would  be  pnr- 
sned.  This  House  felt  and  acted.  BeaolnlionB 
passed  almost  unanimously,  ezpreadve  of  thdr 
sense  of  the  Insult  oflered  by  the  British  Min- 
ister. 
The  Senate  passed  a  bill  ordering  the  whole 
'  the  vessels  of  war  to  be  put  in  commission, 
(which  bill  sleeps  still  in  the  other  House,)  and 
were  progresdng  in  preparatioDs  for  the  d^euce 
of  the  honor  and  sa&ty  of  the  notion,  when  the 
' '"  now  nnder  consideration  was  reported  by 
Oommittee  of  Foreign  Betations.  It  ope- 
rated instantlv  like  an  electric  shook,  it  para- 
lysed every  effort,  and  gentlemen  were  aston- 
ished when  they  were  told  that  this  bill  was 
the  great  measure  that  was  to  preserve  our 
honor  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  world ;  that  it  was 
the  grand  panaoen  which  was  to  haal  the  wounds 
that  had  been  loflioted  on  our  rights  by  the  bel- 
ligerents. In  fact,  it  was  the  Mily  measure  on 
which  we  were  to  rely  for  a  redress  of  aU  onr 
grievances. 

Ur.  Freddent,  I  read  this  grand  efibrt  witli 
attention.  In  vain  did  I  lo^  for  sometUog 
herein  tJiat  would  tend  to  obt^n  satisfaction 
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for  the  inMilt  on  the  OhSMpeake;  In  vain  for 
any  thing  that  would  tend  to  prevent  the  flitare 
iiDprenment  of  onr  seamen;  ia  riia  fur  any 
tikiog  that  woald  indiiM  or  ooeroe  the  bellig- 
erenlA  to  repeal  their  ni^nit  orders  and  de- 
crees agwnst  our  lawful  oommeroe.  One  great 
feature,  and  one  onlj,  was  to  be  diaooyered,  to 
wit:  the  repeal  of  the  non-iuterooarw  law — 
oovered  by  a  thin  veil,  oompoaed,  aa  the  md- 
tlemsn  from  Eentaokj  (Ur.  ClatJi  has  said,  of 
■hreds  and  patdlea.  Not  so,  Ur.  Presideot;  if 
it  had  been  patdiwork  alone,  I  shonld  not  have 
distorbed  ila  arrangement  Bat  I  fonnd  in  it, 
or  believe  I  did,  Uiat  which  would  be  raioons 
to  the  oommeroe  of  the  United  States  and 
tberefbre  felt  myself  bound  by  the  daty  1  owe 
to  my  eoDStitneiits  to  remove  tiie  veil,  and  leave 
the  measare  open  to  pnblio  view;  the  Senate 
oononmd  with  me  in  opinion,  to  wit:  to  atrike 
out  the  injurious  sections,  to  which  opinion  I 
shell  vote  to  adhere. 

I  have  b«ea  asked,  shall  CoDsreeB  rise  and  do 
nothing  t  I  answer,  that  it  Is  better  to  do 
Dotliing  than  to  do  that  which  will  only  iqjiin 
onreelves.  But,  sir,  I  wished  to  do  something, 
I  proposed,  in  select  oommittee,  to  etrilie  out 
those  seotton*  whkb  wonld  only  do  m  ii^jarj, 
and  thea  fill  th«r  place  with  sectioos  (which  I 
had  drangfated  and  preoented  for  oonsideratJoD) 
aathoriziDg  the  arming  of  the  merchant  ships, 
not  for  defence  aloDO,  but  with  authority  to 
oaptnre  and  make  prize  of  any  vessel  that  might 
assail  tbem  while  engaged  in  lawful  commerce, 
and  to  employ  the  paUio  ships  of  war  in  oon- 
TOying  the  trade  of  the  nation.  I  met  with  no 
support  in  this  system ;  there  were  in  commit- 
tee four  against  my  motion.  Disoonraged  by 
•0  krg»  a  proportion  voting  agdnst  me,  I  n^ 
looted,  or  was  deterred  trma  making  the  same 
motion  in  Senate^  and  this  error  I  regret,  sl- 
tbon^  I  know  not  whether  I  shonld  have  been 
more  anoeesrfhl  in  Senate  than  1  had  be«i  in 
Knunittee;  bat  I  ahoold  have  been  better 
pleased  with  my  own  oondnct.  I  had,  it  is  tme, 
aa  aspeotation  that,  in  a  committee  of  con&r- 
enoa  hetweeo  the  two  Hoosea,  that  somethbg 
ni^iit  be  introdnoed  that  wonld  please  both 
branchea  of  the  Le^atnre :  and  I  preaomed 
that  the  convoy  system  womd  be  snbstitDted. 
I  have  been  mlMaken.  TUe  conferees  met,  and 
the  omnmittee  of  Senate  snbmitted  a  section, 
"  aothorizing  the  Kvsident,  under  his  Instroo- 
tiona,  made  oonformahly  to  the  laws  of  nations, 
to  grant  oiAToy  to  the  merohaDt  ships  of  the 
Iln&d  Blatca  engaged  in  lawfol  commerce." 
TbMt  proposition  spoke  this  language  to  the 
bidligereDts :  The  United  States  have  taken 
•very  padflo  meana  of  obtuniag  Jnatioe  from 
yon  withoat  sncoeaa.  We  will  no  longer  de- 
prive onrselvea  of  oommeroe ;  we  will  open  onr 
tiada,  and  we  wUl  defend  it.  We  are  ready  to 
meet  the  conseqoeoces  that  may  arise,  and  will 
stand  pret^red  f<n'  war,  if  war  shall  ensue. 
Tbia,  Mr.  Prendent,  appured  to  your  commitr 
tee  as  a  ooone  Uiat  wonld  be  honorable  to  tLe 
nMiou,    It  was  nnanimonaly  r^eoted  by  the 


committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  vho,  in 
torn,  proposed  that  "  British  shipe  ^onld  It 
permitted  to  bring  into  the  United  State*  tbc 
produce  and  manufactares  of  that  natioD,  but 
shonld  not  be  permitted  to  carri  from  tbeijnit 
ed  States  any  of  the  mxidnce  thereof"  SLd  tht 
same  as  to  France.  This  most  eitrsMdiiar} 
proposition  waa  nnanimonaly  r^ected  by  tbc 
oonferees  on  the  part  of  the  Sen^  Strip  tin 
propoutioD,  and  what  hmguage  does  it  apeiki 
That  the  British  merchant  may  send  into  ;m 
ports  bis  ships  and  fill  yonr  market  with  Briti4 
goods,  to  the  great  ii^nry  of  yoor  infant  tntat 
factories;  he  may  enter  into  oompetitiui  wid 
them  and  work  their  destmction.  But  hemU 
not  enter  into  competition  with  the  merduiit 
In  the  purchase  of  a  ratom  cargo,  nor  vith  thi 
ship  owners  in  the  carrying  of  uie  prodnn  a 
the  country.  ITo,  sir,  tb^  was  hallowed  grtnad 
and  must  not  be  trodden.  TheconfateMof  Uk 
two  Houses  could  not  agree,  and  the  qnediti 
now  before  the  Senate  b,  to  adhere  to  tU 
amendments.  For  which  I  shall  vote,  sltliovgl 
the  bill  will  then  not  be  snoh  ss  1  wiiii  t 
had  been.  But,  sir,  it  CAnnot  In  this  stags  1> 
amended.  I  am  aware  Uiat  my  vote  will  k 
disapproved  by  many  of  my  friends.  But,  lir 
I  trust  tliat  time,  and  a  fhrther  oonnderstioDO 
the  Bubjeot,  will  convince  them  that  my  ctgw 
tions  to  the  rejected  seotions  have  not  been  m 
foonded. 

The  question  being  then  taken  &tt  the  9m 
ate  adhere  to  their  amendments,  it  wsa  deter 
mined  in  the  affirmative — jeas  17,  nsfslE,a 
follows: 


AndmcD,    Bayvd,    Cbn^ 
Oibnsa,   Goodrich,  Gi^i;  W 


T«4S. — Hesmt, 

GalUarc!,  Gsiman,  Oibnui,   < ,  — -_,, 

hmta.  Honey,  Lab,Ii(iyd,  Parker,  Rdtring,  M 
of  IfuyUnd,  Slimier,  u>d  WUteeid*. 

Nats.  — HcMM.  Bndley,  Bren^  Cunpbgll,  Og 
Cendit,  Cntwfbrd,  Fnmklui,  GIIm,  LMoktrt,  MHk 
cwno,  M algi,  Pope,  Smith  of  New  Tok,  T^  •* 
Turner. 


T&iinani.x,  March  SS. 
JfatitnuU  Btmi. 
Hr.  Batasd,  from  tbe  committee  sfftMC 
I  the  subject  the  thirteenth  inataiit,  lepMM 
a  hill  makmg  provisioQ  tnr  the  estahliahmot* 
National  Bank ;  and  the  biU  wai  read  M 
isaod  to  a  second  reading,  j 

[Tb«  UU  was  for  a  MW  bank  oT  30  inU><~  j 
tal,  Oe  •nlaariptiau  for  ibaiw  s^eii  lo  emy  oiM 
of  the  United  Sute*  or  of  Iti  TenrMriMv  to  MM 
nerdi^  conpoted  of  sooh  dtiiani  or  body  poGnol 
oorporsled  within  the  Uii!t«d  States,  lo  Hit  im<4j 
of  1000  diaret.]  i 

Wkdkudat,  April  4.  ] 

Smnk  iif  Oi*  United  SUtm.         J 

:  lud  befbre  the  Souta  i 
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DEBATES  OP  CONGBESS. 

Saiii  ^  lit  Umltd  aiati*. 


MkiaiDg  report  of  the  Socretary  of  Uie  Treas- 
Df,  [udfl  in  pDnnance  of  the  resolatdoa  of  the 
Buale  tX  ihe  Sd  antaiA : 

TsuattT  DrntuemwrnT,  April  8,  1810. 
Sn:  I  hsTS  Ute  honor  to  (rwwmib  ■  report,  pre- 
fni  k  sbtdtsnca  to  tin  nadlatioD  of  the  Stmte  of 

I  in*  (lu  hoDor  to 


nOa  bwraSI>  (Jt«  PruidaU  o/At  Btnatt: 

Do  Sccntu;  of  the  Treomry,  la  obadiinca  to  the 
mlitiM  oT  tbc  Sauits,  of  tha  Sd  inHtantj  roapect- 
Ujjnpirti — 

Tbi  tbs  Mtoment  uuieied  to  the  report  made  to 
&t  Scuts  OD  the  2d  dm;  of  Much,  1809,  eoDtttiaed 
d  de  diTidaiidi  made  b;  tlie  Bank  of  the  United 
SM(^  frim  it<  eetabliilaiieiit  to  the  data  of  the  re- 
prt,  u  Aued  to  the  Treajnry  by  the  bank. 

lU  the  uUKZed  table,  {k,)  being  a  tranacript  of 
it  •beTe-mantioued  lUtement,  with  the  additiDn  of 
tk  firideadi  made  ea  the  IK  da;  of  Jnl;,  1S09, 
■d  ca  Iht  Bnt  da;  of  Jannaiy  lait,  arobraoei  not 
■Ij  iba  lemi-anNial  dhrideiida  of  4  per  cent.,  but 
■In  in  the  extra  di'rideDda  which  are  within  the 
bnhi^  of  due  Deportment,  and  whidi,  it  ii  be- 
isied,  hm  erer  been  made  bj  the  bank ;  making, 
ii  (be  lAole,  an  avenge  of  8  lS-36  per  cent  a  year. 

net  there  remaioed  to  the  credit  of  the  bank, 
riWptTOwat  <J  tkn  diridend  made  on  tlie  fint  day 
rfjionuj  l«t,  a  irarpla.  of  |409,*10,  conaiiting  of 
it  JMu,  Til:  tl2S,00Q,  deiignated  by  the  name 
o(  "Gfoaial  Bank  Eitata,"  intended  as  an  oAat 
•piw  decay  and  prenuned  lois,  in  caaa  (tf  tale  nl 
ttrai  cMte  oi  the  bank — that  eitate  having  been 
pui  be  fnnn  the  capital  Mock,  and  not  from  the 
ln£Ucf  the  bank;  and  |S84,410,d««[giiated  by  the 
luH  rf  "  Contingent  E^ud,"  intended  in  the  fir«l 
flMe  tD  eoRT  ketea  arisng  fivm  bad  debt),  not  yet 
WBltjlatt;  and  the  leddse  of  which,  if  ai^,  will 
k  ^^^able  to  uioCher  eiba  dividend. 

Tto  the  DODiinal  profit  rafnllmg  M  the  bank,  from 
■d  (/  IH  cfficca  of  diiooant  and  deposit,  conld  not 
k  wwteioed  without  an  investigation  of  all  the 
n^ntsrm  made  to  thi>  Department;  and  that 
i«e«e  no  letwua  fi<aro  which  the  aotoal  kw  nu- 
'■MbyMdi  oAlce  can  be  known. 

Bi^  tat  Iba  ttatameat  (B)  ihowe  the  permanani 
<^>W  ^la  toeachcffioa  of  dieconnt  and  depont; 
Ai  Uhaee  doe  ia  Bcooont  conent  b;  the  offioei  of 
At  Uak,  (esdnnTO  anl  in  addition  to  the  tud  per- 
MMot  c^tal,)  oo  the  27th  day  of  March  lut  i  tht 
'  fcwiil  if  the  notaa  aotoally  diaconated  and  doe  to 
*•  beak  by  the  laat  return*,  epeeifying  ^  amomil 
inmled  at  Philadelphia,  and  St  each  offloe  retpec- 
Mj;  lod  an  eitimate  of  the  grou  amount  d  thi 
^tlexpenae*  and  loae*  cT  the  bank,  inclnding  it) 
Wnl  Effioee,  fay  which  it  appean  that  the  annnal 
Vf^m,  t-ring  about  |125,OO0  a  year,  the  aecer- 
fefail  IflMM  mnat  in  the  wtwle  have  amoonted  tc 
iiM  1X1,000  a  year. 
ill  riach  it  r^Motiiiny  eobmitted. 

ALBEBT  GALLATIN. 


DividonStoo 

VfiittdBliM*BmkBUxk. 

DM 

Rale 
p.  at 

No. 

Bate. 

Bate 

P.OC. 

July,        1T92 

19 

Jnlv,         1801 

Jannaiy,  1798 

SO 

jBouaiy,  1802 

itt 

Jnly, 

w 

Jnly, 

8J- 

lit 

Jnly, 

Jannary,  1796 

•tt 

Jnly, 

•u. 

July, 

JftQoaiy,  1796 
Jnly, 
January,  1797 

July,    "      " 
Jannary,  180G 

28 

2ft 

jKinaiy,  1798 

6t 

80 

Jannary,  1807 

tl  t 

Jannary,  1799 

83 

January,  1808 

July, 

Jnly, 

January,  1800 

£1 

January,  1801 

B  + 

8lt 

Juoaiy,  1810 

laodi  UHayahott  of  th*  fate  <rf  8  par  oenL  par  u 

ciudLag  Bitra  diTldcndfl. 

nwil  a/Oie  eapiml  of  Hit  mttrai  iraiiotet,  and  of 
t  Bimi  ^  tlie  UiaUd  Stala,  md  ^  Uu  amount  <if 
'leomlt  ty  lit  lail  reetivid  rtr — 


Clllai,  Ao. 

O^dtaL 

xsL.sr 

■jm          .      . 

roo,ooo 

$998,869 

rYork     .       . 

600,000 

ihington.      . 

200,000 

486,285 

600,000 

880,170 

rlciton    . 

600,000 

1,109,91S 

tnnah      . 

000,000 

1,064,118 

r  Orleanl       - 

800^000 

61M17 

bank,  in  aoconnt 

the 

p.  re^d  8,960,000 

4.700.000 

tl0,000,000 

ideddebt      . 

" 

116,949,497 

Eilimta»i>/tketxpauaandkta<fa*Bani. 
per  oent  on  (17,000,001^  estimated  aa  per  aboTC, 
■  the  amonnt  nnaUy  lound  on  Intoeit,  ii,  par 
nonm,  11,020,000— to  wit: 
idend  of  8  18-86  per  cent  a  year,  on  ten  nllUona 
f  dollar*  aotnally  p^  to  the  Uoi^olden,  it,  per 

nnnm (886,111 

Uridedmrplni  on  the  lit  Jannary,  1610, 

409,410,  ^vidad  by  18  yean,  would  be 

quel  to  an  annual  dividend  of  .     22,748 

[*ij^  f))r  the  eridmated  annnal  amonnt  of 

^•nacB  and  Loiaes        .  161,144    - 


Total 


ti,oao,ooo 
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Tdbsdat,  April  10. 
T^J/iMimppi  Bieur  Pirate^  Matm. 

Ur.  Olat  pr«MDted  tiie  p«tid(»  of  EUsha 
Wintens  etatmg  that,  In  the  jtm  1801,  1808, 
and  180S,  th«  wildemeas  from  Natchez  to  Ken- 
tn^  and  the  river  Mtariwippi,  waa  inftated  bj^a 
■otonona  gans  (^  highway  robbers,  headed  b;  a 
oertaio  Samvu  Uaaoo,  and  that  the  petitioner 
was  the  means  by  wMch  the  aaid  Maaon  was 
killed,  two  of  bis  accomplices  apprehended  and 
eiecated,  and  the  remainder  of  tlie  banditti  dis- 
persed, and  prajinK  he  may  be  allowed  the  re- 
ward offered  for  the  apprebenraon  of  the  said 
Mason  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or 
by  the  then  GoTemor  of  the  Uissisd^i  Terri- 
toi; ;  and  the  petition  wan  read,  and  referred 
to  a  select  eomniittee,  to  coniider  and  report 
thereon;  and  ICeasa.  Gli.t,  WHirseiDB,  and 
Obxwvobo,  were  •{>po1ated  the  oommittee. 

The  Senate  reanmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  establishment  <rf'  a  Qoar- 
ter-maater's  department;  and  it  was  agreed 
that  the  Airther  ooosideratioD  thereof  be  post- 
poned QDtil  ' 


ToKSDAT,  April  IT. 
The  YtOK  PiinDXirr  being  absent,  the  Sen- 
ate proceeded  to  the  Section  of  a  Preeident 

wo  tern.,  as  the  constitution  provides;  and  the 
Hon.  JoBK  GkiLLXw  was  elected. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  acqnunt 
him  that  the  Senate  have,  in  the  absence  of  the 
Vjoi  PassiDENT,  elected  the  Hon.  John  Qail- 
LASD,  President  of  the  Senate  j>ro  ttmpora. 

Ordered,  That  the  Becrotary  make  a  like 
oomraQnioatlon  to  the  Bonse  of  Kepreaenta- 


WxDirasDAT,  April  18. 
NaOonai  Bank. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Oommlttoe  of  the 
Whole,  the  Ull  maUng  providon  for  the  eetab- 
Uahment  of  a  National  Bank. 

On  motion^  by  Ur.  Hillhocbb,  to  strike  ont 
the  first  section  of  the  bill,  the  Senate  was 
eqnally  divided — yeas  16,  nays  Ifi,  as  follows; 

TalB.-— Hasan.  Brent,  Chanifdiii,  Germin,  6Q. 
Ban,  Qoodrieh,  Hillhonie,  'Bnmtj,  Uord,  Hein, 
Pickering,  Pope,  BMd,  Smidi  of  N«w  Twk,  Tut, 
and  Whita^de. 

NATa.—Haan,  AndeTWai,  Bayard,  Bndley,  Clay, 
Coedit,  Cnirfbid,  Franklin,  GailUnl,  Gifei,  Gregg, 
I^mbat,  Lrab,  Sauth  of  UuyUnd,  Smuter,  and 

So  the  qnestiea  was  losL 

FaiDAT,  April  20. 
Ttrritorif  of  Orltan*. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
IHiole^  the  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans  to  form  a  oonstitntion  and 
State  government,  and  (br  the  admission  of 


sach  State  into  the  Union  on  an  eqoal  footi^ 
with  the  orif^nal  States,  and  fat  other  porpcM; 
and  on  motion,  by  Ur.  Clit,  to  ain«nd  tiielsiU, 
by  adding  at  the  end  of  ihe  third  aeotion  the 
following  words : 

"  PneidedJMkar,  That  tb«  «ud  cotmndOB  Adl, 
by  an  articta  tu  the  t»ailitDti(m  so  to  b«  bnotd,  ii- 
nvoetbla  wIlhoDt  the  oanHnt  of  th<  Udted  Stilt*, 
prDviile,  that,  aftar  tbs  adnuMiDn  iota  the  UiHn  <( 
th«  aaid  Territoy  of  Orieaua  as  a  SCMe,  tin  )m 
irhich  mch  State  may  pus  ahall  ba  pnnnalgitcd,  ul 
it!  recorda  of  eTsiy  deaeription  ihaU  In  immA, 
mnA  iU  written,  jodidal,  and  kgitlatira  prooaadhip 
oaodacted,  in  the  language  in  vhich  tiu  Un  lal 
tha  written,  judicial,  and  Ugialaiire  pnocediiigi  of 
the  Doited  SCaleiue  now  pnbliabed  t^aminOti-' 

It  was  determined  tn  the  affirmaU're— yM 
17,  nays  12,  as  follows : 

Tau.— Hema.  Bayanl,  Canpbdl,  Cluafb, 
CUy,  Gilea,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Hofw,  UaltM, 
Leib,  Lloyd,  Heigi,  Pickerii^  Pope,  Smith  cfHuT- 
land.  Smith  of  New  Tork,  and  Tuser. 

Nats. — Maun.  Andersoa,  Bradley,  C(n£t,  Cm- 
ford,  Franklhi,  GaiUaid,  GwmaD,  Gng^  WSbam, 
Bead,  Sumter,  and  Whitauda. 

Wkcsudat,  April  20. 
Nati«iuil  Bant. 

The  Senate  reeoined,  aa  in  Oommittee  c€  ths 
Whole,  the  bill  making  proviaioD  ftirtbe  estab- 
lishment of  a  KationalE^k.  And  on  motioB, 
by  Mr.  Batakd,  that  the  farther  coasdertCion 
thereof  be  postponed  nntil  the  first  HimdijiB 
December  next,  it  was  determined  intiketmnn- 
ative— yeas  17,  nnys  1^  as  follows: 

Yui.— Heaan.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Brest,  CUmf- 
tin,  Crawford,  German,  Gilman,  Uoodridi,  HiHIinMi 
Honey,  Lloyd,  Pickaiing,  F<q)e,  Bead,  Smith  of  Nn 
Toik,  Snmter,  and  Tomar. 

Nats. — Heaart.  Andemm,  Clt^,  Coi^t,  Fi>^Ii>, 
Gaillard,  Giles,  Qt^g,  Lambert,  Laib,  Maftlel^M^ 
Haig^  ficUaaon,  SoUth  of  Hsrjduid,  aodWUlimda' 

TEcaaDAT,  April  24. 

The  Senate  reamned,  as  in  Oommittee  of  ths 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providiog  *» 
the  Bsle  of  certain  lands  in  the  Indiana  Teiritmy, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  having  agreed  to 
the  amendments  reported  by  the  select  coaunit- 
tee,  the  Pbesident  reported  it  to  the  Boon  sc- 
oonlingly ;  and  on  the  qnestion.  Shall  thii  1^ 
be  read  the  third  time,  as  amended  t  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirm^ve. 

Mr.  GiuuB,  from  the  committee,  rqxvtcd 
the  bill  allowing  compensation  to  Bobert  Rob- 
inson correctly  engrateed ;  and  Qie  bill  *■) 
read  the  third  time  ;  and  the  blank  having  been 
filled  with  the  words  fine  hmidrtd— 

Staoietd,  That  this  bUl  pass,  and  that  tiw 
title  thereof  be  "  An  act  allowing  condensation 
to  Robert  Bobinson." 

The  Senate  rcmmed  the  moUtm  made  yesto- 
day  on  the  snlyeot,  which  was  amended  lad 
agreed  to,  as  follows: 
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DEBATES  OF  GONGKBSS. 


Bmobied,  That  the  Secratur  of  the  Treaanrj 
ta  directed  to  laj  before  the  Sen&te  a  itat«iiient 
d  lU  cUima  which  have  been  adjusted  and  al- 


hsKtofinv  estsbliahed ;"  and  alao,  a  statement 
Df  tba  balaDoes  ataadinf  in  the  books  of  the 
Imnrj  agaliiat  the  United  Btatea,  which  are 
tend  bj  the  ttatnta  of  linutatione,  together 
vith  Ma  opinfani  whether  the  «ud  atatate  can 
b(  Mo£fied  or  r^e^ed,  aa  to  that  or  aaj  other 
dcacc^tiaa  of  oUina,  witboot  aatdeotiiig  the 
GoT<minenC  to  Impotition. 

Til.  Ci^T  gave  notice  Qiat  to-morrow  he 
riunld  tA  lekra  to  bring  in  a  bill,  aapplemaita- 
i;  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  pmiiah- 
ment  of  eartain  Crimea  againat  the  Ualted 
Btaltt." 

TheUll  entitled  "An  act  aath<Hiring  a  loan 
of  moDej-,  for  a  Bom  not  exceeding  the  amoont 
of  the  principal  of  the  pnblio  debt  reimbnrsable 
during  the  jear  one  thoniand  eight  hundred 
and  ten,"  was  read  the  SMond  time,  and  reier- 
red  to  a  adect  committee,  to  consist  of  fire 
maobei^  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  and 
Uetara.  SWith  trf  Hu7land,  Crawkkd,  Llotu, 
FiAnuK,  and  Euxbocsk,  were  ■{>poiDted  the 


nrritory  of  Orleaia. 
Ihe  Senate  resomed,  as  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Thole,  the  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ittoiy  of  Orleans  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  and  for  the  admieaion  of 
nch  State  into  the  Union  on  an  eqnal  footing 
with  the  orifinal  States,  and  for  other  pmpoeea ; 
faigMber  witn  the  amendments  reported  thereto 

SI  the  select  oommitt«e.  On  motion,  by  Mr. 
oixotiHa,  to  add,  at  ihe  end  of  the  biU,  the 
Ulowing  words: 

'FnMtd,  That  tha  mnnl  StalM  diall  aMuit 
thentn,  cr  an  unendniBiit  to  ths  Cooftitatlaa  of  the 
Unitsd  StaMt  shall  astboriia  Congnu  to  admit  said 
TmitaiT  of  Orleani  mio  tlw  Dnico,  on  tba  footing  of 
faongmalSlBtat:' 

It  waa  determined  In  the  nceatiTe— yeas  8, 
nsyi90,  safollowa: 

Tua. — Hevn.  ChampUiL  German,  Ooodriob, 
IwniooiB,  Barmj,  IJc^d,  Pickering  and  Rsed. 

Km — Maisn.  Andenon,  Brent,  CU;,  CondiE, 
Omwlbnl,  Fimnklin,  Qiillard,  OUei,  Gnmu,  Ongg, 
laabert,  Leib,  Matbnnai],  Meigi^  Pcv*.  Smith  of 
Kahlua,  Sumter,  Ttit,  Tnniar,  and  Whitaids. 

And  tbe  report  of  the  select  committee  hay- 
■g  been  agreed  to,  and  the  lifll  further  amend- 
ed, the  President  reported  it  to  the  Honse 
■eeordingly.  On  tbe  qnesdon,  Bhall  this  bill 
teeogroaaed  and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  I 
it  waa  determined  in  the  afflnnBtiTe — jeas  18, 
nafs  9,  aa  follows ; 

Tua. —  HsMTi.  ADdamn,  Bnu^  Clay,  Condit, 

„      .    .  „      ... ,  „^      „  '«Dibert, 

i,  Som- 


UoKDAi,  April  30. 
Barred  Clamt. 
The  PMeromtT  oommnnicated  the  report  of 

the  Secretary  for  file  Department  of  the  Treas- 
Qr;,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  reaolntion  of  the 
Senate  of  the  SBtb  instant,  on  the  Bubject  of 
claims  barred  b;  the  statute  of  limitations ;  and 
the  report  waa  read,  aa  foUowa : 

Taauucar  Dbputukst,  April  se,  IBia 
Sm ;  I  hare  the  honor  to  truumit  a  report  pre- 
pand  in  obodienoe  to  the  reulutian  of  tbe  Senate,  of 
the  twan^-HZ  Instant.    I  iiave  tiia  honor  to  be,  Ac, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

n  tU  BimcrBiU  At  FrtMidaU  of  lie  Saute  : 

ThaSooretarroftheTreanvy,  in  ob^lieDoe  to  tha 

ToaoIntioQ  of  Che  Senate,  of  the  26th  inHaut,  re^act- 

fdnr  reports — 
That  it  appears,  by  the  letter  from  the  Raglater  of 


bured  bj  the  limitation*  h 
ettabliahed,"  oamiot  be  oom^ted  befcse  the  daj  oon- 
templated  fee  the  a4hniniment  of  Coogtesi,  bat  wiU 
be  prepared  so  as  to  be  laid  belbre  the  Sonate  at  the 
oommeooeiiMDt  of  thur  neat  ssMion. 

That  the  sUlament  (A)  herswith  trannnitted,  ex- 


Kes  Maudinf  o 
i  the  United  E 


books  of  the  TraasoiT  against  the  UniteS  States 
which  are  banad  by  the  itotatai  of  limitatioD,  and 
arranged  under  Ae  foUowing  hesd^  fix ; 
'        ""-         ■■"    -  190,811  M 

64,G90  88 
-    38,878  U 
'      l,80i  88 
ie,168  VI 

38,6Ti  80 
Credits  for  p^  at  tba  army,  fbr  which  na 


LoauOffiae  oertiSealas 

Indent!  for  iotsreit  on  the  poblio  di 

Final  aettlemwit  oerttSoatcs 

Army  ooaimisidaoars'  do, 
Ct«diU  glTaa  in  lien  of  arm 


That  so  far  ss  relates  to  ths  said  balance*,  which 
resolt  slbwetber  tuma  acconats  aotnall;  seltlsd  at  tba 
'Keasnij,  Uia  statole  of  limitatian  can  be  npealed 
wilhont  nbjecting  the  Qovemment  to  imposi^n; 
but  that  oonsideruig  the  length  of  time  which  has 
elapeed  riuoe  the  clNm*  Lave  been  bairad,  and  tlw 
little  Tains  on  that  acconot  affiisd  to  them,  the  n- 
peal  of  the  statate,  unless  properiy  goardad  in  that 
reapect,  may  not  generally  benefit  the  ri^tfol  claim- 

And  that  with  the  eaoeptian  oT  those  balanoea,  ft 
is  not  bslieved  thst  it  wonld  be  saA  to  repeal  ths 
Matnte  (^  limitaCicm  in  xUtlan  to  any  other  general 
desciiiitian  oT  cUmi ;  although  thera  may  be  apotial 
oases  la  which,  notwithstsndlng  the  lapse  of  time,  tta 
proper  proofs  and  check*  may  itill  exist,  so  aa  to  pra- 
vent  any  impoaitioQ  on  tba  public 

All  whioh  Is  nspactfailly  sobmitted. 

AI,£i:&T  QALLATIN. 
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TuxaiuT,  Haj  1. 
Barrtd  Claim*. 

Tib.  KuxoDu,  from  the  wme  oommittM, 
ftlltliar  r^Kirtod  u  folio  vi : 

Xmolrtd,  TbU  tba  arcretaiy  fbr  tfaa  Dqiaitei«i» 
of  dw  Traiuoi;  nport  to  IIm  Saiuta,  at  their  nsxt, 
limiitliiiL  the  oectmnj  pmviMiu  fbr  wuiHag  the 
Tntnur;  c^  the  United  SMn  bom  frmt2  tai  unpun- 
tloD  on  tb*  Kmonl  ot  tha  itatate  of  limitation*,  in 
nladrai  to  tba  fbUowinii  dum*  manttaned  in  hii  re- 
port of  the  28tli  of  Apd,  1S1(^  tIi  : 

1.  Lou  oflke  ceRifleite). 

S,  Indent*  Ibr  intereit  on  the  pnUio  deU. 

a.  Hiul  nttlement  rartifioatei. 

4.  CoDuniaiawiV  ceitificktei. 

5.  Annj  oeitifintBL 

6.  Ciedite  giien  in  lieu  of  Annjr  ontUkalw  saui- 
celled. 

T.  Credits  fiv  tin  pm^  of  the  Attaj,  tor  which  no 


efei^ben 


far  the  ibitBl 
mS)^  tie  ramoved,  u  to  clainu  for  penonil  iKTicM 
Tondervd  in  the  Anaj  of  the  UnitM  Statei,  inAif 
the  SaTobxtionaiy  mr,  and  the  (riieid  and  check 
neeaauj  and  prop«r  to  be  (dieted. 
And  the  report  was  ooiuAiereA  and  agreed  to. 

Hr.  OxiwnaD,  frmn  the  Mnt  oommtttM^  n- 
ported  that  ttM7  bad  vwtad  «i  the  FrMidntrf 
the  Unitad  BMtm,  wbo  tnfixined  0Mm  that  he 
had  BO  Airther  oommonloatioii  to  make  to  th 
two  HoMM  ct  Gongreti. 

tfnimd;  Tbat  the  Beowtarj  nolifr  the  Boom 
of  B«prcaentaldTes  that  the  Benat^  havinf  to- 
id«d  the  bndneiB  bctfbra  them,  are  ahoiu  to 
a^Joorn. 

Th»  Be<a«tar7  haviDg  perfonned  that  dntj, 
the  Preddent  a^onnied  the   Senate   withoit 


8.  Inrilid  peniioD. 
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PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE   OF   EEPKE8ENTATIVE8. 


Ittamu,  Kovember  27, 1809. 

liiit  Uiag  tlie  daj  appointed  b/  lav  tot  the 

toMltiBg  of  Oongreaa,  tlie  tbllowinf  members  of 

tti«  Hooee  ofRepreMiiUtiTiW  appeiLred,  Aod  took 

Itmr  teaO,  to  wit : 

»«•  Iftm  BampMre—Diatl  BUUdaD,  ud  Na- 
tlMud  A.  Havsn. 

FnmMa-aiAaila—TaMa  Bacon,  RIbbatd  Cntb, 
Wgiua  EI7,  Baidllai  GanoBtt,  Jarimh  Qmncj,  SanH 

Tigart,  CbariM  Tnniw,  jr.,  JabM  IW*"~     ' "■ 

B.  runam.  (the  Spaakar,)  aod  Laban  Whe 

From  rcnKMt— WaHam  ChamlwrUD,  HaTtIn 
CUttandm,  Jonathan  H.  Hobbaid,  and  Samnal  Sbaw. 

From  ShoitlJaai—mduii  Jaduon. 

Fnm  CmmeeficMl — Epaptiroditaf  Chatnt^on,  San- 
ad  W.  Dana,  John  DMcapoR,  Jonathan  0.  Monlj-, 
Tmathr  PHkin,  jiudar,  L«wli  B.  St<u|^i,  and  Bon- 
jnin  Talhnad^. 

Fnm  Sew  I'onfc— Jamsa  Emott,  Jonathan  flik, 
nunu  B.  Oold,  Boberl  la  Ro;  Linngih>n,  Polar 
&  PoMr,  Enwtw  Boot,  Ebananr  Saga,  Thomai 
Bm*mw**^  Joha    Thompaoo,    *«<    ITiHi^n    g.  Yui 


Am  AiiiMiifiiniiia — William  Andanon,  David 
lat^  Kobatt  Brown,  William  Crawfind,  Aaron  Ljla, 
WIDiini  HilDor,  John  Forier,  John  Bsa,  Uatthiaa 
Kdiud^  John  Smilia,  Oaoin  Smith,  Samoal  Smith, 
■BdKobotVbitahilL 

Fnm  JVarytmd— Charlat  Ooldibanwfa,  John 
Mmtmuij,  Nicholaa  B.  Uoore,  Soger  Nelaoo,  and 
ARhftald  Van  Homa. 

fVni  Viigmia  Bmtdl  Bawatt,  Jama*  Bnokaa- 
rijgi,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawawi,  John  W.  Eptm, 
TunuOholaoo,  jmiior,  Fatanoa  OoodwTii,  Jdlu  0. 
ItdaoB,  Jomfib  Laari),  jnnin',  Jdin  Lore,  Thomaa 
Knrtnt,  John  T.  Boana,  Jclm  Smith,   and  Jamaa 


CodoBo,  William  Eannadf,  Nathanlsl  Haoon,  Archi- 
hid  Jf^iide,  JoM^  PeanOD,  Lamnal  Sawjar,  and 
KcbatdStanfoid. 

Fnm  StKOJk  OtralMO— Lernnal  J.  Alfton,  William 
BaSer,  Joaaph  Calhooi^  Bobart  Haiion,  Thomaa 
Htora,  and  John  Taylor. 

FnttGtaiyia—Bawtil  Cobb,  andOaorgs  H.  Troiqt. 

FnmOUa — Janniah  Mmmw. 


H.  Millar,  John  Bhaa, 
and  Robert  Vaakl^. 
From  Mlmimfpi  niiiluif    Qtnrgt  Pmndaxtw. 
/Vom  JMnaa  nrrilory — Jonathan  Jeuniuga. 
AvM  Oritimt  Ttrriltiy — JnBan  Pajift. 

Adah  Sktbrvt,  retamed  to  serre  u  a  mem- 
ber of  thi«  Hoiue,  for  the  State  of  PennBjlrania, 
tn  the  room  of  Benjamin  Bay,  resigned,  ap- 
peared, prodaoed  hii  credentiala,  n 

id  tooK  his  eeat. 

JoHATHur  JxiansM,  Tetorned  to  s 


gned,  ap- 
on^ified. 


Dele^te  from  the  Territorr  of  Indiana,  appear- 
ed, {m>dnoed  bis  oredentials,  was  qoalified,  and 
took  his  SI   ' 


A  qoorom,  oonMsting  of  a  m^oritj  of  the 
whole  DDmb«',  being  present,  Mr.  Qoodwtx  and 
Hr.  Root  ware  appointed  a  oommitcee  on  the 
part  of  the  House,  Jointly  wilb  anoh  oommittee 
'1  mar  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senats^ 
I  wut  cm  the  President  of  the  United  Statesy 
and  Inform  him  that  a  qnorom  of  the  two 
HoQsea  is  assembled,  ud  ready  to  reoetve  an^ 
commonioations  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to 

TomiAT,  Norember  28. 
Sereml  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New 
Hampshire,  JoHit  0.  f^  *  mmn,  f^jn  and  JAua 
Woaoir ;  from  Rhode  Island,  Elisha  R.  Pot- 
,  from  Pennsf Ivania,  Wiujav  Futdlat  and 
DAiaiL  Hbibtis;  from  Virginia,  Matisiw 
Olat  and  Jaoob  Swoops;  and  from  North 
Carolina,  Josn  Btabixt,  appeared,  and  took 
their  seats  in  tbe  Hooae. 

A  message  tram  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  a  qaomm  of  tbe  Senate  is  aasem- 
bled,  and  ready  to  proceed  to  business.  They 
hare  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part, 
JoittCiy  with  the  oommittee  appointed  on  the 
part  of  this  House,  to  inform  the  President  that 
I  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and 
'eady  to  reoelve  any  oommonioations  that  he 
nay  be  pleased  to  n^e  them. 

The  BFUXEB  laid  before  the  Bouse  a  oertlfl- 
oato  of  tbe  aleolioB  of  AsAM  aciBaBi,  to  ferT* 
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as  ft  member  for  the  State  of  PeniiBylvuiiB, 
tbe  room  of  Beqjamm  Baj,  rengned ;  wluch 
was  read,  and,  toother  wiUi  the  oert^oate  of 
the  eleotion  of  JostrsAs  Junmiaa,  the  dele- 
gate froin  the  Territoiy  of  Indiana,  referred  "  ~ 
the  Committee  of  Elecdona. 

WxDtnawAT,  KoTCmber  89. 

8ev«nl  other  membera,  to  vit :  from  Kew 

York,  JoHK  NiOHOLSoif;  from  Maryland,  JoHif 

Brovs;  and  from   Yiiginia,  Walter  Josxs, 

^^Mttred,  and  took  thtur  neftle  in  tbe  Hotue. 

THnBSi>i.T,  November  SO. 
Bereral  otlier  membera,  to  wit;  from  New 
Hunpshiie,  WiuJUc  Halb  ■  from  Manaehosetta. 
GniBOK  Gabuneb  and  KTwnn.  WamuB ;  and 
from  New  York,  Vihcibt  Kattbewb,  appear- 
edjand  took  their  seats  in  the  Honse. 

The  Sfbauk  laid  before  tbe  House  the  fol- 
lowing letter,  which  was  read  : 

Street/or  M«  B«iue. 

T\>  lit  apeaker  of  tin  Baatc  afBtftMadalhu! 

SSt  :  An  oceamnoe  ttarbig  reovntlf  takeo  ^aoe 
betmen  »  mtmber  of  tbe  Honn  of  BqirewntatiTW 
and  iDTBell^  pnidnoed  bj  curannutuicei  not  it  all  ooo- 
nectail  with  W  official  datiM  or  opiolaoi,  which  ftom 
the  time  lad  pihi»  m^  be  conndeied  disrMpectfU  to 
the  Hoiue  of  RepnwutativM,  I  bike'  tbe  liberty  of 
tandering  thnm^  f  ou  my  moft  Teqraotfli]  declaia- 
tioos,  that  I  am  the  last  wbo  wonld  wilfdlly  muiifM 
a  deficiency  of  that  reTsrence  which  li  dns  to  the 
BepraieDtatiTei  of  my  eoantiT',  or  that  aacrad  n^^ard 
wMch  is  also  doe  to  their  privilegee. 

To  yennelf,  ah-,  penonidly,  I  tsndeTthe  tmanaon 
ofmyTerygreMrapect  I.A.COI£S.* 

Nomon  39,  1809. 

[Ifo  order  having  been  taken  m  it^  the  letl«r 
lies  on  the  table  of  ooorse.] 

Fbidat,  Deoembw  1. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  fi^nn  Virginia, 
Edwin  Gbat  ;  and  from  North  Carolina,  Ms- 
■BAOX  TuASKus,  appeared,  and  took  their 
seata  in  the  House. 

Natigation  Lmet. 

Us.  Maook  sud  he  wished  early  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Hooae  to  two  motions,  the 
object  of  which  he  deemed  to  be  very  impor- 
tant. Tbe  first  of  them  had  been  formerly  eob- 
mitted  to  the  House  by  a  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Early)  but  never  acted  on,  and 
afterwards  by  a  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Ur.  D.  R.  wiLLUHB ;)  the  other  had  been  pre- 
sented by  Hr.  Maook  himself  at  the  laet  Beesion, 
but  at  so  lato  a  period  that  it  had  not  been 
acted,  on.  It  appeared  to  Ur.  Maoon  that  these 
motions  combined  with  one  submitted  at  dif- 
ferent times  bj  a  geatteman  fr«m  Conneoticnt, 
(Mr,  Dana,)  would  form  something  tike  a  sys- 
tem. The  object  of  the  first  motion  he  was 
aboQt  to  submit,  was  to  prohibit  any  foreign 
vessel  from  coming  from  any  port  or  place  to 

■  0«L  Imm  A.  Coin,  print*  Mcntair  to  Ur.  Jeltenn, 


which  the  Tegeek  <tf  the  TJoited  Btattt  could  not 
ga  Gentlemen  would  at  onee  observe  tlut 
Uiere  were  many  places  whence  vesseh  came  te 
tbisooDnCry,  to  which  we  cannot  go,  tndwoaid 
perceive  the  extent  of  the  moti(».  Tbe  other 
motion  related  to  eea^etter  veaaeta  only.  Mr. 
Hi-OOH  said  he  wished  to  pnt  them  out  of  the 


naUon,  and  to  have  bo  veeaela  belongiag.to  the 
^  ited  States  wbidt  were  not  perfectly  Ameri- 
He  would  have  onr  vesBels  wholly  A 


they  ahoald  not  at  all  partake  of  tlw 
ebaraoter  <^  American  vewds; 

After  declaring  that  he  ooosdered  bis  mo- 
tiona  as  oolcnlated  for  pertnaneut  regulalioiM, 
Ur.  Uaoor  submitted  the  following  reeolutioiis: 

Rmilmai,  That  the  CcmmitlM  <£  Coiunene  wid 
Mumhctnrei  be  inatrueled  to  inqidn  hitD  tbe  op*. 
disDoy  of  pr^lutiiig  the  entry  of  ua  v»el  lata  lbs 
UnitM  StatBi  tram  may  port  or  plaoe  to  irladt  ■ 
Tsaalof  the  Uniled  Statea  ia  not  admitted  t^  peram- 
Benl  ragulotlaa  cf  the  GoTcruneni  Owuing  aack  ptvt 
V  idaoe  by  treaty. 

BeuUed,  That  the  Committee  of  Conimem  and 
Haunfltetiuea  be  tnaCmcted  to  inquire  Into  tbe  aipe- 
dieney  cf  anCfaoiiziw  the  r^ittering  anew  <f  vnni 
baih  ia  tbe  Unind  SCatea,  wkch  are  owned  in  whele 
t>f  latiieiu  of  Che  United  States,  any  diubiU^  iual- 
nd  by  mch  insel  to  the  coutrvry  notwilhihMifieg; 
and  idae  into  the  eipadiency  of  finbiddisg  1^  lut 
■ea-tetten  or  any  CDatom-JutOBe  docmneoli  Mtg 
gientad  to  tbimIs  not  rCEialerad  or  licenied  acoocd- 
ing  to  bw,  or  not  owned  by  dtiBant  <^.the  Uiiad 
States  withia  a  limited  lime  after  Che  pamig  rt  Heb 

Hr.  Niwiox  having  seconded  these  motion^ 
Ifr.  ICaoov  moved  to  refer  them  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commeroe  and  Jilum&otaiee. 

Hr.  Daka  observed  that  these  rescdadwa  had 
in  view  merdy  an  inveatigaCioo  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commeroe  and  I^u&otnres  into  the 
sntfjeot  of  them.  On  soch  a  qoeation  it  was  bnt 
necessary  to  ask  whether  the  Bubjject  be  of  itself 
interesting,  and  whether  or  not  the  proposHioD 
bears  on  the  bee  of  tt  so  much  of  ^loratHB^ 
and  proi»ie^  that  there  could  be  no  oltjactiMi 
to  it  on  the  soore  of  ita  being  ntteriy  inadnuF 
sible.  Unlese,  therefore,  the  propoeiticKis  wen 
ntterly  inadmissible,  if  they  related  to  a  miljeet 
interestiog  to  the  nation  in  time  of  peace  la 
well  as  of  war,  if  thej  had  a  connectLoo  with 
one  great  branch  of  national  policy,  there  could 
be  no  olgection  Co  have  them  inveetjgated  by  a 
committee.  'Without  ezpreseing  any  opiuot 
''le  fint  proposition,  which  embnoeds 
:v  of  important  oonaderatims,  Hr.  J>.  slid 


recommended  to  the 
House  by  their  being  fonnded  on  pennaneot 
principles,  to  which  the  nation  may  adliere  ia 

every  alternative,'  and  in  addition  to  the  atten- 
tion due  to  them  because  they  were  of  a  perma- 
nent character  and  not  merely  temporary  expe- 
dients, they  might  contribute  to  some  of  tbim 
measures  of  temporary  policy  deemed  prwert 
end  without  a  poaubuity  of  thwarting,  mi^ 
perb^M  aid  any  prqject  uie  Government  mi^t 
adopt.  As  to  uie  aeoocd  resolution,  that  be 
conaidered  important  in  another  point  of  view. 
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H  taading  to  enoonr^e  Amertcaa  nutnnikctarw. 
It  tbwe  ba  aii<r  nuon&etiire  whioh  requires 
gr«tt  prodeion  of  Bofence  and  esperimental 
■mi,  UT  one  whioh  embraoee  mora  of  the 
profbuM  and  elevated  prinoiplm  of  scienct^  knd 
m^mrea  more  deiteritT^  in  pnoticBl  eieonlion 
thm  inj  other,  it  is  the  oonMmotliig  of  ships. 
Vitb  theae  ideas,  whioh  Mr.  Bans  said  were 
ml  ip^ioaUe  to  the  merits  of  the  proposition, 
bat  to  tin  quMtion  of  rcArence,  he  shoiild  vote 
bt  rafisTing  them.    He  was  extremely  glad  the 


o  well  qndi&ed  .    . 

M  ebaiMter  and  tuentfl. 
The  motion  ftw  reforring  Mr.  MxooH'a  propo- 
UoBBwas  earned. 

ig  gtmtlemen  compose  thia  oom- 
Taixjudok,  Out,  Bittlib,  Ru 


..  _.  .  it  BO  maoh  of  the  Kwwage 

<if  tb«  Preeideat  of  th«  United  States  as  relates 
to  lb»  flnaocee  of  the  United  Butes,  be  referred 
to  lb*  Comniittee  of  Waya  and  Means. 

8.  Sataieed^  Tlist  so  maoh  of  the  Meosage 
trUwFretidentofthe  United  Statea  as  relates 
to*tlie  fbrtifiCBlions  of  the  ports  and  harboTS  of 
tba  United  Stataa,  be  rejbrred  to  a  select  com- 
adttee. 

[Illis  oommittee  is  composed  of  the  following 
patletnea:  Meosrs,  OLOPioir,  Jomr  PomB, 
Emn^  MoKnc,  Qunxxx,  McBbtsk,  and 
Wrkebvooh.] 

UomtAT,  December  4. 
Sereral  other  members  to  wit:  fbom  Mary- 
Imd,  AucTAKDnt  MoKuf ;  from  Korth  OaroHna, 
Tsoiua  EzNAN ;  from  Sonth  Oarolina,  Bobxbt 
TrrHXBSFoov;  fix)m  Keotnelcy,  ItafBY  Omer; 
did  from  Ooorgia,  Wiluak  W.  Bibb,  appeared, 
md  took  their  seats  In  the  House. 

Kr.  Sawtkb  asked  leare  to  laj  npon  the  ta- 
Ue  the  fbllowing  reeolntion,  of  a  nature' similar 
to  out  which  he  had  proposed  at  the  last  se»- 
Ami,  which,  from  the  HbortaeBs  of  the  session, 
be  preanmed,  rather  than  fkim  any  nnfriendly 
du^oution,  nover  had  been  acted  on : 

titJtti,  TIiBt  m  ttsTKling  committee  bs  qtpointad, 
hh«  giUad  the  CommlttM  at  HsDti&ctana,  irbaw 
fc^it  shall  beto  takaintoeoMidMaaoaidKidipe- 
litin^  metten,  and  lUiw*,  tonohi^  aainAatDrai, 
M  ih^  be  preeentad,  or  shall  or  msy  ooma  In  qeai- 
ba  ud  be  referred  to  Asm  by  the  Honw,  isd  to 
l^ort,  bnm  lima  to  lame,  Iheir  i^iciaa  tharaon. 

lb.  S.  said  it  was  certainly  too  much  to  ez- 
[leet  any  one  committee  to  do  jostioe  to  two 
tech  important  sabjeote,  beooming  daily  more 
n  as  those  of  commeroe  and  manofiuitares. ' 
He  wished  to  hare  employed  on  the  snbjeat  of 
unnfitctaroB  theondiridedeneigieeof  thebest 
taknta  of  the  Eonse;  he  hoped  t£at  all  the  rays 
At  patriotism  and  genins  in  the  Hoose  woiud 
ba  &eoted  to  tiiis  sabjeot  as  to  a  focal  point  at 
vhiehtb^  ahotild  all  eooTergw,  How  oonid  one 


[H.  or  K. 

oommittee  properly  attend  to  the  mass  of  bmliMa 
befun  the  Oommittee  of  Oommeroe  and  Mann- 
factnrest  The  enbjeot  oonfided  to  them  ooold 
not  be  acted  on,  and  yet  important  matten 
were  oontinnally  dropping  into  thia  gulf  of  ob- 
lirion.  This  committee,  however,  did  all  that 
could  be  expected  of  them;  ho  did  not  believe 
that  any  member  of  it  was  hoetile  to  mannfac- 
tnrea ;  he  oonld  answer  for  the  churman,  (Mr. 
Nbwtoh,)  whom  he  knew  to  be  friendly  to 
mannfJKtureB,  both  from  precept  and  example. 
It  was  beoanse  it  was  impoB«Sle  for  tbe  oom- 
mittee to  attend  to  all  the  boaneas  befbre  it, 
thatheoff^^  the  reeolntion. 

Mr.  B.'s  modon  Um  on  the  taUe  one  day,  of 
course^  aooording  to  the  rules  of  tbe  Honse. 

Violatieni  qf  Neutral  EiglUt, 
Mr.  Tbodt  b^ged  leave  to  submit  to  the  oob- 
sideratioD  of  tbe  Honse  several  resolatjons, 
whioh  bad  for  their  object  tbe  vindication  of 
the  commercial  rigtM  of  the  United  States 
against  the  belligerent  natfons  of  Europe.  Ha 
snbmittedthemattlusl^e  with  less  relnctance, 
becaose  the  iptrodoctiiNi  ofthem  was  in  no- 
wise inconsistent  with  the  most  friendly  nego- 
tiation wUoh  mi^t  be  pending  with  foreign 
Goremments.  It  ia  bign  tirac^  edd  Mr.  T.,  in 
my  opinion,  that  these  eommeroial  rights  were 
either  vindicate^  or  abandooed.  The  remnant 
of  commerce,  which  the  joint  operation  of  tlie 
belligerent  oeorees  has  left  to  m,  is  scarcely 
worUi  carrying  on.  To  derignate  what  thui 
little  is,  wonld  be  no  diffloolt  matter,  bdt  it 
wonld  be  supeifinona ;  every  one  who  hears  me 
understands  it. 

Bnt,  it  wonld  be  well  to  inquire,  on  what 
prindple  the  belli^rents  pretend  to  justify  them 
oommeraisl  reatnctionsl  The  avowed  prind- 
ple is  retaliation,  bnt  is  it  the  true  priooiplel 
Unqneationably  not  And  why  t  Beoanse  it  ia 
equally  asserted  by  both  belligerents.  Bolb 
cannot  be  retaliators;  one  most  be  the  ag- 
greaeor,  the  other  the  retaliates.  If  thia  prind- 
ple, then,  be  equally  urged  by  both,  who  ia  to 
judge  between  them  t  If  tbe  alleged  prindple  of 
retuiation  be  not  tlie  true  one,  what  is)  As 
respects  France,  the  true  principle  of  her  de- 
crees is  to  be  songht  in  the  poUoy  of  embsrrBss- 
ing  England  by  exdnding  from  the  contineut 
British  merchandise;  and  as  to  Great  Britain, 
the  principle  of  her  Orders  in  Council  maybe 
fbnnd  in  the  consideration  of  her  interest  and 
her  power.  She  avowedir  contends  that  it  is 
her  interest  to  engross  tne  oommerce  of  the 
world;  that  she  has  the  power  to  engroea  it, 
and,  therefbra,  she  will  engron  it. 

Bat,  what  are  theprindplea  more  specifically 
asserted  by  Great  Britain  I  Hist,  the  right  <^ 
blockade  by  proclamation ;  aeo^td,  the  right  to 
turn  your  vessels  intA  hw  ports  to  pay  dt^  and 
take  out  a  lioense.  This  nght  of  blockading  by 
prodimatioo  is  not  a  right  growing  out  of  a 
state  of  war;  it  is  no  belligerent  right;  it  ia  a 
pretenrion,  as  applicable  to  a  atate  of  peace  as 
to  a  state  of  war,  and  if  we  asbmit  to  it  in  a 
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state  of  WW,  we  most  nbmit  to  it  in  a  state  oT 
pccoe.  Tbe  (miIt  principle  of  Uookade  whiok 
we  reoogniw  is  uat  which  gtvea  to  bdligcrents 
•  right  to  tom  ttom  ports  lodoeeljinrested  as 
to  make  the  enti?  of  them  dangeroiis,  and  sf< 
ter  due  waraing,  veesels  bound  to  theoi.  But 
the  right  asBerted  b;  Great  BriUun  to  blockade 
b;  a  piece  of  parchmeot  or  p^ter,  iaanad  teota 
lier  Oonaoll  Ohamber,  a  port  or  porta,  a  kin^ 
(torn  or  kfaigdoma,  a  oonanent  or  oonliiuats,  is 
»  right  DO  more  relativa'to  aatato  of  wartbm 
to  a  etate  of  peace ;  and,  if  we  anbmit  to  the 
pretansion  in  a  state  of  war,  we  most  eqnallj 
aabinit  to  it  in  a  state  of  peace.  It  is  fbimded 
on  the  moat  arbitrary  tfrmn7,ltgDe*totiieBB- 
nihilation  of  jaar  oonunerce.  As  to  the  other 
right  of  forcing  onr  vessels  into  her  porta,  to 
pay  duty  and  take  out  license,  this  is  eqaally 
^tplioable  to  a  statA  of  peace  aa  to  a  state  of 
war.  We  acknowledge  tbe  right  of  Qraat 
Britain,  or  anj  other  nation,  to  shut  her 'pcnts 
agunst  ns,  provided  there  be  no  treat;  stipnla- 
Uon  to  the  coDtrary.  Bnt  the  ri^t  of  Great 
Britain  or  of  France  to  idiut  tlM  ports  of  anj 
other  nation  against  ns  la  a  right  no  more  ap- 
Mrtdning  to  a  belligerent  than  to  a  nentraL 
If  ve  anbmit  to  it  in  war.  we  mnst  eqnall;  snb- 
mit  in  peace;  and  this  right,  like  the  other,  is 
firanded  in  the  most  arbitrary  tyranny.  That 
right  has  Briton  to  ^umize  on  the  ooean,  and 
prescribe  limits  to  onr  tradel  She  will  not 
penuit  to  BS  a  trade  which  she  cannot  herself 
e^}oj;  ehe  prohibits  to  ns  a  trade  which  onr 
Oorenunent  permits,  beeaose  it  is  her  interest 
to  moDopoUce  it.  It  is  equally  onr  interest  to 
m<mopoUze,  ai^  therefi>re,  if  yon  please,  ar, 
ve  will  prohibit  the  trade  which  her  Oovwn- 
meot  permits,  and  which  it  is  onr  interest  to 
monopolize. 

If  Great  Britain  can  righdy  prohiUt  onr  trade, 
beeaose  it  is  her  interest  to  prohiUt  i^  have  ve 
not  the  right  to  prohiUt  her  trade  for  the  same 
reasont  If  she,  with  right  and  justice,  can  stop 
and'  seiae,  and  confiscate  onr  veeaels  because 
they  attempt  a  trade  wbidh  sbe  forbids,  and 
on^  beoause  she  forbids  it,  cannot  onr  Govern- 
ment do  the  same  in  relation  to  her  trade  t  Ifshe 
cm  tnm  onr  vessels  into  her  porta  to  pay  daty 
and  take  oat  JJcenset  what  prohibits  as  from 
doing  tbe  some  as  to  her  veeselsf  England  is 
a  nation,  so  are  we.  En^and  is  independent, 
so  are  ve.  What  prohibits  as  from  doing  to 
England  wbat  Ecgland  does  to  ns  f  Unqnea- 
tionably  nothing.  To  say  that  ve  have  no  right 
to  do  to  En^and  what  England  does  to  ns,  is  to 
acknowledge  our  ovn  inferiority ;  it  is  to  ao- 
knovledm  that  she  may  demand  withont  limit- 
ation, ana  that  we  are  nnder  obligation  to  sub- 
mit viHioot  limitation. 

I  am  aware  that  it  may  be  ol^ted  to  the 
naolnUDna  that  tbe  adoption  of  them  wonld 
lead  to  hostility:  bnt  the  same  otfjeotion  is 
eqnally  ^iplicable  to  any  reaolntion  which 
wonld  go  to  the  vindication  of  oar  commercial 
rights.  Iliey  ought  not  to  lead  to  hoetilitv ; 
they  are  marely  retaliatory.    They  follow  tin 
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nirit  <rf  the  British  Orders  in  OonncQ  and  {>eadi 
decrees,  and  therefore  cannot  be  oompluned  <jt 
by  eithw  power.  There  is  a  great  and  profit- 
aUe  cMnmerce,  and  rapidly  increaung,  paaiu 
not  indeed  before  onr  doors,  bat  near  enoa^ 
to  make  the  o^ore  of  vesMls  angsged  in  ft 
convenient  to  ns,  wbich  the  reaolationa  haTS 
ohiefiy  in  view.  I  allude  to  ths  Branl  aad 
Spanish  Uain  trade. 

Is  it  not  matter  of  lorixise  that  a  oonuHfss 
■0  t^ofitahle,  ao  extensive,  and  ao  conv^tn^ 
should  have  been  permitted  to  a  OovmuMot 
whiob  permtta  no  oonmnee  te  OS  bnt  what  bar 
convMuenoeandharintenBtsngBestt  Isit&cit 
stnnge  that  we  dionld  bav«  mmrtd  tb 
emment  to  partie^pate  In  a  oomoKrce 
both  onr  interest  and  onrconvcsuenoeat 
ns  to  engross  t  But,  above  all,  is  it  not  inei- 
plioable  that  we  should  pasnvely  have  mffend 
the  monopoly  of  it  by  her,  when  we  owMlvts 
were  willing  and  able  to  engreaa  it)  Hie  Eonae 
will  pererive,  oa  the  fue  of  the  lesobiliwii 
tbat,  aa  tbey  regard  I^anee^  they  are  eqdvalMt 
to  a  vac  measure— neither  by  a  var  nwanB*) 
nor  by  that  vhioh  I  have  tJie  honor  to  sobnut, 
ean  ve  come  in  contact  with  Flrance ;  die  bti 
no  oooimarce  on  the  ocean.  In  rotation  to  Eag- 
land  it  is  abort,  infinitdy  abort,  of  war;  beos<M< 
by  var  her  Continental  Colonies  wonld  M  i 
hw  West  Lidia  lalanda  vonld  be  £«ltessed,  tad 
onr  privateers  vonld  oat  np  her  eommeroe ;  but 
the  resolnttone  propose  taat^  to  retort  the 
evils  of  her  ovn  iqjnstioe,  to  do  to  her  vhit, 
and  no  more  than  wbat,  sbe  has  done  to  sa 
BeHcrving  for  another  ooossiaa  am  farther  i«- 
marks,  Ibegleave  toreadtbereeolationstolhs 

Or.  T.  then  read  tiie  following  reeolatiooa : 
AKlvad,  Thmt  it  itexpedientto  aotboine  OaPit*- 
ident  by  lav  to  Inatniot  tha  oammaiidai  sf  Ibe  no- 
ed  Tsusl)  <rf'tlie  United  States  to  step  ai^  biiag  inl» 
the  port!  of  the  lame  ill  diipi  or  veoeli  with  lina 
eazgoM,  theprajHr^of  tbg  snl^aDta  of  tlieE%<f 
Giest  Britain  and  of  the  £mperor  of  Fruiea,  Ma' 
to  porta  other  than  thoae  witluD  tlie  domiaiaBKi 
oiJaiies  of  either. 

Setolvtd,  That  it  is  erpedieot  fat&a  to  asOuiua 
bylaw  the  dstentionofaUHhip*  orVGHeli,  withtbilc 
ooigoei,  tha  proper^  <£  the  ralgects  of  the  Euig  of 
Gnat  &4tain,  nntU  flie  dotiea  la  ba  regnlatedandu- 
oerbOned  1^  law  ahaU  be  fint  leriKt  and  oJlntvi 
lunn  tha  goods  and  merahaaiflae  whseof  lb>  mai 
ahlps  or  veania  afaall  be  laden,  and  until  Aa  aad 
diipa  or  veaade  *haD  have  rsoeived  dna  Itmnw  to 

Snilvtd,  That  it  b  expeAent  forOier  to  aolhtiriM 
by  law  tbe  detention  of  all  aUpa  or  veanls,  Tith  diair 
oonjoe^  tha  pwpetty  of  the  nt^eote  of  tlv  Empanr 
of  Fmioe,  bran^t  witMn  die  porta  of  the  Doited 
States  dien  to  aUdelbe  final  deeuioiicr  order  of  tlia 
Goreimnent  io  relation  to  the  lame. 

Eaclttd,   That  an  ad  valorem  dn^  of -^ 

levied  and  collected  on  all  the  goods,  ware^  or  ma- 
ebandlee,  of  British  pn>dQet  or  iDenafaetDre. 

Se».itKd,  That  it  la  expedient  fortber  to  avUxtfiie 
the  Preaident,  on  payment  of  the  daties  aaAaiW 
to  be  leriad  and  cdkoted  i»>  tbe  gooda  Udm  en  taald 
**Heta  Am  prt^er^  of  tbesaljeeta  of  ths  Ziigrf 
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ftMt  Bntdn,  R«th«idl  t»  gruit  m  Uomiw  to 
Kacb  M  dtput  aad  to  pTooaed  to  tbeport  of  orjgiiikl 
iiiJiwfViii  wftbont  Aatbar  UndnDoe  or  moletMam. 
The  Home  haring  Bgned  to  oonrider  thtse 


Oa  Diolion  of  Mr.  Trout,  tbe;  were  ordered 
to  Be  on  the  table,  as  lie  stated,  to  give  every 
member  the  nme  time  to  conaider  tliem  aa  be 
hid  Mmwlf  taken. 

TowBD^Y,  December  S. 

Two  other  membcn,  to  vtt,  from  Uaryland, 

Jon  Campbxll  ;    and  from  Georgia,  Dsrau 

BioLT,  aiipftared,  and  took  th^  seats  in  the 


TcsBDAT,  Beoember  7. 
Another  member,  to  yrit,  tnta  New  Tork, 
Ubi  t^Acr,  appeared,  and  took  bia  seat  in  the 
.  Hoan. 

dmOmget,  Dittli,  As. 
Vi.  Bxoos  aaid  be  held  in  bU  bands  tbree 
propoiitioiia  nbich  deemed  It  hia  dn^  to  nb- 
nrit  to  tbe  House.  The;  were  not  for  the  regn- 
btioQ  oftbe  great  coDceroB  with  foreign  natioDS, 
tsit  for  the  DeoesBsr;  object  of  regulating  them- 
Klvm.  It  would  be  seen  that  theee  leaolntiona 
b«d  Dot  grown  ont  of  an^  personal  oonridera- 
tions,  nor  oat 'of  any  inrticnlar  octae,  bnt  ont  of 
the  Hrioiu  evils  to  wbloh  the  Hoose  had  been 
exposed  bj  the  want  of  ftaA  regulations  from 
&t  commenoemeDt  of  the  Government.  In 
1796,  the  evil  had  risen  to  saob  a  height  that 
die  Honae  had  nneqalvocall;  expressed  its  opin- 
tm  on  it.*  Mr.  B.  said  he  felt  it  his  iatj  to 
express  bis  aense  on  the  salgject  bj  laying  the 
neolntkiiiB  on  the  table,  and  more  particnlariy 
u  he  DEtderstood  that  the  sabject  was  now 
igiUted  in  the  oommittee  i^ipointad  to  draught 
rues  and  ordersfor  thegoTernment  of  tbe  Honae, 
He  iFonld  merely  remark  that  tbe  resolntions 
Bight  aot  bo  correct  in  form,  or  thev  might  be 
•h^etber  erroneous  iu  principle.  He  was  not 
aiioits  as  to  the  partionlar  form  :  bat  he  was 
leddedlj  in  &vor  of  the  general  ot^eot,  and 
«idied  to  t^ce  the  sense  of  Uie  Honse  upon  it. 
For  himself  he  was  weU  prepared  to  aot  on 
diem ;  bnt  for  the  eonveoienae  at  othen  he 
wiihed  tliam  to  lie  on  tbe  taUe. 

Jtadred,  Vhat  the  oommittee  ajipolDted  to  report 
•B  Ihe  relet  and  oiden  tar  ^  gommnent  of  Ae 
HMBiden^ortaraledeckriw,  "  TbiUifaivmni- 
lw,  in  tbe  eDDise  of  debate,  ifaallnakaiiHOf  appro* 
WoH  at  TQ^rfag  laogBago  with  reipeot  to  u; 
tiitg.or  can  Into  qnwttonAo  integrity  of  hi»m»- 
<ini,orilKMa  of  either  brenob  of  the  GoTeimneot  in 
nlitioalollu  diachaige  of  hi*  official  dnCtei^  except 
M  >  DotioD  tor  impewlinaent,  or  Tor  odier  interpoai- 
>icc  of  the  coartitotiODBl  powers  of  this  Honae — or 


M  In  tha  nport  el  ■  commlttH,  ol  which 
KidlBB  <ru  rtiilnoMi,  on  tha  Hibjaot  tt  a  lettar  from 
BnaBtaMr.  BaldirlB,  both  number!  of  CoapMi;  at 
«  « tke  aaa*  of  Vr.  frtlliiCliBriaa. 


apply  to  either  iajeoorom  or  nproaohfhi  aiprenioai 
— It  shall  be  deemed  a  breach  of  the  oiden  oftba 

Tliat  Mid  commfttee  be  Inrtraeted  ftaAv  to  re- 
port a  mle  declaring,  "  Tbst  IT  any  member,  dmiiig 
'Consnai,  wlketber  of  Iba  Hottie  or  not, 
■end  to  an;' 

laogetc 

diaLlai 

«be  pri'     „ 

neb  memben  as  OD  Aat  of  anyotiierpenonvi 


«  held  liable  to  be  expelled  mim  the  Honaa 

That  aald  emnmlttee  be  fur^r  Imbiioted  to  im- 
port a  rale  deolarin^  "TliBt  if  toy  penon,  dniing 
the  MirioD  at  Coagieaa,  whether  a  member  of  the 
Hnue  or  not,  shall  commit  personal  vialeoea  «r  at- 
Melt  sp«D  aoy  member  daring  liie  aotoal  ■tteodaDoe 
at  tha  aeat  of  GorenUDeat,  it  (hall  be  deemed  a 
Iinaoh  of  die  privileges  of  tbe  Henee,  as  mil  on  the 
part  of  tbe  perHm  so  asMohhig,  ai  on  that  of  any 
other  peiion  who  ahstl  be  aldino,  alMttiiig,  or  asost- 
ing  therein,  and  such  persoD,  ii  &  member,  ihall  be 
held  liable  to  be  paniilied  tbeieTor,  at  tbe  ^ecntioa 
of  the  Houae." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

Fkimt,  Deoembw  8. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  IVom  Usryland, 

Pmup  B.  Eet,  and  from  Vli^inla,   Daihel 

Shzftxt,  qipeared,  and  took  their  seata  In  the 

UomiAi,  December  11. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit;  from  Massft- 
ohnsetla,  WnxuH  Snmf&R  and  Edwabd  6t. 
Loi  LiTSBjfOBa ;  from  Kew  York,  Sabxst 
Guj»NtiK;  and  ftr>m  Pennsylvania,  Jqbm 
Ross,  appeared,  and  took  their  sesta  in  the 
House. 

The  Spzixik  Imd  before  tlie  Honse  a  letter 
from  Wnson  0.  Nioholab,  redgiking  his  seat  aa 
one  of  tbe  membete  of  the  Honee,  fw  tbe  SUt* 
of  Yirginla.  Tbe  letter  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  (m  the  table. 

Battwe  at  Ifew  OrUaiu. 

Amotion  waa  made  by  Mr.  SBsmr,  that  tbe 
House  do  ciHne  to  tbe  fbllowiog  resolntiona : 

JlraalMi^  That  proTimon  ought  to  he  made  by  law 
to  aatkriis  flw  Presidatit  of  the  United  States  to 
•aose  the  ssvond  panou  wiw  wore  nmond  from  tbe 
battue,  in  froat  of  tlw  nlttnb  Sl  Msiy,  in  tbe  oity 
of  New  Orieam^  on  du  2fith  Jannary,  1808,  to  be 

-    id  to  tbe  poseession  tharec^i  to  be  held  wiA 
me  riglit  with  wlkieh  tluy  re^ibetivaly  held  the 
.  [sior  to  mch  remoTsl ;  say  Uiiag  to  tbe  cen- 
txary  notnidutauditig. 

Sttoltied,  That  it  ia  expedient  to  anthorize  die  Pres- 
ident oT  the  United  States,  If  he  dull  be  of  (minion  that 
the  United  Statee  hava  mch  ■  clsJm  to  the  batltu^ 
in  front  of  the  snbnrb  of  St.  Huy,  in  the  <d^  of  New 
Orieani^  sa  win  justify  th«  expense  of  proserating  fee 
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ftmn,  OD  tlM  astfa  Jwiiian,  1808,  to  nmmt  three  per- 
■out,  who  ahall  h*TC  foil  powsr  to  hear,  and  &iallf 
ildaiiiiliiii.  all  nght,  title,  cUim,  and  dnBand,  wb>t- 
mmwi,  M  wen  of  tba  tlnitod  StaM  ai  tbe  peraoiu  m 
nuoitiLbaft  inbnr  ndcqoiqr ;  and  IbcilT  decddon, 
or  am^jori^  of  than,  ehidl  b*  Uodiait  ■■  veiled 
Uw  Uoited  SMtw  a*  Ibe  nid  pattfe*. 

AnJM;  TbMh  Ja  expedieet  to  antbodM  the  FM«- 
identnf  aMUiilleaStatei,if  be  efaaU  deamitMort 
p(«p«T,  to  oompronin  tbe  ooaOiclfag  dainu  of  the 
United  3tatea  and  liw  ptnoo*  lemoved  fr<ni  tha  bat- 
tue of  tbe  enbaib  of  St.  ICaiy,  in  tbaoitroTNew  Oi- 
laane,  er««i«ellM  aame  tebe  fined  in  acemt  of  th* 
Vaitii  Stataa,  in  todi  a  maimei,  and  at  amh  place, 
aa  will  ieean  an  Impanial  trial. 

The  ttii  r«MdDtionB  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  Ue  on  tbe  table. 

StiUA  Minitta^—Jir.  Jaehaa?i  Cireiilar. 

ttr.  Qoisor  obseryed  tbat  be  peroeiTed  ibat 
fa  the  letter  from  Mr.  Smith  to  Ur.  Finknej  ao- 
commiijiiu  the  Mewage  from  tbe  IVeodeot  ot 
tbe  VaitedStates  of  tiie  SWth  November,  1S09, 
aa  ^ddoB  vaa  made  to  an  important  p^>er 
beaded  "  Circnlar,"  which  had  not  been  commu- 
nicated to  Ooogreae.  Ee  perceived,  also,  that 
b;  tbe  resolution  Joat  received  from  Uie  Senate, 
a  speciflo  deolaration  was  required  ai  to  tbe 
ooDtanta  of  that  very  paper.  It  speared  to 
him  extremely  proper  tbat  the  House  ihoold 
have  that  paper  on  ite  fllea,  and  within  the 
leaob  of  ita  mraabers,  before  a  dedarstlon  was 
made  respecting  it.  Under  thb  impres^on  he 
o^rad  tbe  following  reeolntion  : 

Baalvti,  That  tbe  Praddent  of  the  nnited  SWn 
be  raqneeted  to  Itv  belbre  tbe  Howe  a  0017  of  a  pa- 
par  pnipoitiBg  to  be  a  circular  ktter  ftom  Hr.  Ja^- 
ton  to  Uie  Brilbh  Contnli  b  the  United  Stalaa,  re- 
fund to  Id  the  lettoi  of  tbe  Seotetatj  of  Stau  to 
Hr.  Pinkney,  aecooqiaDjnag  the  Heatege  «f  tbe  29th 
Koven^MT. 

Ur.  Sara  observed  that  tbere  was  another 
doonment  whleh  it  mi^t  be  cJacane  importaaoe 
to  have  on  the  file  of  the  Eonae,  and  which  it 
might  be  also  neoeesary  to  oonanlt— that  was, 
tho  despatch  from  Mr.  OanniDg,  which  it  ip- 
peared  was  sent  by  Hi.  Pinkney  to  tbe  Beore- 
tary  of  State.  He  moved  to  add  that  p^*er  to 
tbe  resoIntioD. 

Mr.  QnraoT  aooepted  the  amendment  aa  a 
part  of  hii  Teeolutlon. 

Mr.  Erraa  aaked  for  a  division  of  tlie  qnee- 
tjon.  He  Bud  be  was  willing  to  call  for  any 
paper  whiob  waa  or  mi^t  be  presamed  to  be 
In  poesesnon  of  uie  Department  of  Btate;  bet 
it  ooold  not  be  preeomed  that  the  oiroolar  ef 
Ur.  Jackaoa  was  in  that  office  in  any  other 
fbrm  than  that  referred  to  in  Hr.  Smith's  letter, 
via :  in  a  printed  fbrm.  Certain  it  was  that  it 
eonld  not  be  in  tbe  Department  of  State,  be- 
canse  it  wsa  dated  subseqaently  to  tbe  intima- 
tion that  no  fartbar  commmticatioD  would  be 
received  from  that  eonrce  by  the  Secretary  of 
State.  The  only  reason,  be  preeomed,  why  the 
other  paper  ailnded  to  bad  not  been  oommiuu- 
eated  to  Congrasa,  waa,  that  it  wa«  a  pdMed 


call  for  ritber  of  thsea  papery  other  than  it  %m 
neither  decorons  nor  pn^  to  can  upon  tbe  Pre- 
sident for  that  which  coold  not  be  offidall;  in 


Lta  poaseanoD 
ill.  Qaeim 


:.  Qabinhikk  observed  that,  b  additiae  to 
other  fbfdble  eonaideratioDe,  it  would  be  treat- 
ing tbe  Eiecative  md^,  when  he  bad  called 
tbwr  attention  to  a  partioolar  paper,  to  go  lo 
any  ottter  soonw  to  prooore  it ;  beodes  thi^  fat 
the  latter  ease,  a  iporlooa  em  might  be  im- 
peaed  npoo  the  BooaeL  If  the  Awdeatrdlvni 
to  aoeiiaindoemnwit  aajnaliMngUiomdBtt 
tqr  proauriiv  that  doenment  uie  HoowwanU 
have  tbe  whde  ground  befwe  it.  Vbat  wenU 
be  tbe  aitaatioa  of  tbe  Honae,  i^  parsaing  tbe 
Ideas  of  scxne  gentlemen,  every  member  wa  to 
bring  forward  a  doenment  wbuh  be  bdieved  U 
be  the  I^itimate  one,  and  all  these  eot^shoald 
diffwt  who  waa  to  decide  wbidi  WW  tbe  Mr- 
reetonet  If  the  House  were  toactat  dea 
this  satjiect,  It  was  not  only  reiyectftil  and  jut 
to  the  n^dent,  bat  extremdv  ctvil,  lo  iamnre  ' 
of  bim  on  what  gromid  be  has  acted,  ia  t 
true  Amerioan,  and  stannch  repoblicac,  Mr.  6. 
was  deairons  to  give  &6  President  every  oppor- 
tonity  of  doing  himself  justice. 

Mr.  QucroT  said  that  a  eopy  of  fhit  droilai 
having  been  forwarded  to  oar  Mioister  ia  Eag- 
land,  a  copy  most  remain  on  the  fllea  of  ^m 
Secretary  of  State's  office;  and,  thtrefia«,Iie 
asked  for  it  loerely  tbat  tbe  Eonae  might  tiare 
on  this  ocoa^on  precisely  that  infornuitiin 
which  the  Secretary  of  State  bad  oommunieated 
to  Mr.  Hnkney. 

Tbe  qnestion  was  taken  on  Ae  flrst  pert  of 

tbe  resolntion,  viz :  on  that  part  moved  by  Ifr. 

Qdihot,  and  flnaDy  carried — yeas  C3,  dbT9  SS. 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Dui'* 

ameiriment,vlz:  on  that  part  calling  fw  a  oo|iy 

of  the  paper  pnrporting  to  be  a  despatdi  fron 

Mr.  Oanntng  to  Mr.  Eri^ine,  and  carried  vitb- 

OQt  oppontion. 

Mr.  Wbtous  affani  an  am^dment  n■d«^ 

Dod  to  be  intended  to  embrace  in  tbe  mpai 

to  be  called  for,  tbe  note  from  Mi.  finUae  a 

Mr.  Smith  containing  tbe  "three  oesditicaB 

which  are  admitted  in  Mr.  Smith's  letter  rf 

October  19,  to  have  been  sobmitted  to  bim  by 

Mr.  Erskine. 

On  the  snggeetion  of  Mr.  Ountor,  this  nw- 

on  was  declared  to  be  oat  of  ordei^  aa  it  n* 

now  too  late  to  receive  an  amendment  to  tbe 

resolntion,  both  clauses  of  it  having  been  tffina- 

ed  by  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  wbde  i* 
olotioD,  as  amended,  aoa  tbe  yeas  and  iV* 
being  demanded  on  Its  passage, 

Mr.  Rhca  saidbe  sboold  vote  ag^nst tbe  r» 

olntioQ,  as  by  passing  it  the  Hocse  conld  wa 

nothing  to  Its  stock  of  information,  nor  reoeivj 

ly  official  document ;  lu  both  oflsei  it  eo™ 

loeive  only  a  printed  paper,  , 

The  question  was  then  decided  by  y*«  •" 

nays,  In  the  affirmative— yeas  89,  naja  *8. 


,L-oo^lc 


DEBATES  OF  CONORESS. 
CouiiKl  <if  tit  SHM  MaitlB: 


[H.  ■ 


Hr.  QciiioT  and  Hr.  Daha  were  q)pointed  a 
canmittee  to  present  the  foi^oing  reeolotionto 
tba  Preddent  of  the  United  States. 

TmDAT,  December  13. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Hanachmett^ 

Eimmtit  ^ATZB,  appeared,  and  took  his  geat. 

CotnmittM  of  Mannfaetunt. 

Vi.  Sawtkb  called  for  tbe  consideration  of 
tbe  motion  Bnbmitted  b;  bim  for  appointing  a 
g^uale  Committee  of  HanDfeotnrei. 

Tbe  EoDse  agreed  to  consider  the  resolution, 
■res  AS. 

Mr.  SErBXST  snpported  the  motion  oa  tbe 
gnnnid  of  the  pmpnet^  of  paying  a  more  par- 
tKnUr  attention  to  the  snl^ect  of  Diftnn&ctiireB, 
which  tiad  lately  become  ot  great  importance. 

Hr.  Newtoit  opposed  the  motion  le  nnnecee- 
KTf,  becanse  the  Oommittee  of  Oommerce  and 
UiDubcCares  was  competent  to  tbe  performaaoe 
<rf  «D  the  bnsineas  assigned  it,  and  bad  always 
manifested  n  dispodtion  to  foeter  the  manofao- 
tores  of  the  United  States. 

The  question  on  tbe  reaolntim  was  decided 
*"  tbe  negative,  Zi  membere  only  linng  in  the 


'StaDi.i,  December  15. 
Mr.  Jaciaott^i  Circular. 

The  following  MesMige  was  reoeived  from  the 
Fanrorar  or  thb  Unitxd  States: 
nOieBiiutBHf  IUpnmiaativa<tf  tiui  UniUdSlatai 

kaoriBDg  to  tba  nqnost  of  tbe  Honn  of  Sopre- 
q>iened  In  tbeir  molntioii  of  Ihi  11th 
V  lay  before  thnn  ■  printed  '>  copy  oT  a 
,— ,.-tiiV(  to  be  ■  dionlw  Isttsr  from  Mr. 

._^  to  die  Briliib  Conmla  in  tbe  United  Stalai,'' 

uncuTediu  a«utte  at  tha  DepartmeDt  nf  State; 
i^du  a  print^  paper,  lecdTadln  aletter  than  oni 
Umitter  in  London,  pofpoi^ng  to  ba  ■  copy  of  ■ 
leiBatdibDm  Mr.  Canning  to  lb.  Erskine,  ^U]e23d 
djumaiy  last.  JAME3  UADISON. 

DnnBEK  IS,  1B09. 

[The  fint  paper  enclosed  was  the  "Independ- 
ent American  of  November  SI,  oonfatinmg  a 
copy  of  Uie  "  CSroular,"  The  second  was  a 
pHce  cat  ont  of  a  London  newqi^>er,] 

The  circular  is  as  followB; 

TimixoioH,  AToMmiir  18,  1B09. 
(Cvvalor.) 

te :  I  have  to  inform  yon,  iritb  mncb  regrat,  diat 
Aebetiwhicli  it  hH  boon  my  doty  to  itMa  bimy 
ofBdil  cerrenxindsDee  with  Hr.  Smith,  have  been 
deaned  by  the  PiealdeDt  of  the  Dnited  Stale*  to 
•ftri  »  Kifficieiit  mottle  for  breaking  off  an  impor- 
Irat  iH^otution,  and  Ibr  pntting  an  and  to  all  com- 
■udotioa  whatever  with  me  ai  the  Miniiter  charged 
«ith  &Mt  negotialioii,  ao  Intereatii^  to  lioth  nationa, 
■ad  ui  ODe  most  mUarial  point  ol  which  an  aaawer 
W  not  even  been  ntnnsd  to  an  official  and  written 
ortiniie.  One  of  the  faots  allndsd  to  fau  been  ad- 
^tted  V  the  Secretaiy  of  Stale  bimielf,  in  hia  letter 
to  nwof  die  lath  October,  Tii :  Hat  the  three  con^- 
taa,  biming  tbe  anbrtaoM  of  !ir.  Erakine'i  original  bi- 
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■traotiana  mre  anbmitted  to  him  by  that  gentlemaii; 
tha  other,  vii :  that  that  inatmction  is  the  only  one 
in  which  the  oonditiana  were  pieacribed  to  Hr.  Er- 
■ktne  for  tba  conclnaion  or  an  arrangement  on  tbe 
matter  to  which  it  related,  ii  known  to  ms  by  the 
instmutiani  which  I  have  myaelf  receiTsd.  In  Mating 
thaae  faota,  and  in  adtieriDg  to  them,  aa  mj  dnty  im- 
perionaly  erjoined  mo  lo  do,  in  order  to  repel  the 
ftequent  chsrgea  of  ill  faith  wlilch  have  been  made 
•gidott  Hij  M^ei^a  Oovenunent,  I  coald  not  im- 
agine that  offence  would  bo  taken  at  it  by  tbe  Amaii- 
can  Govamment,  aa  most  ceitainlj  none  oonld  be 
intended  on  my  part ;  and  thii  view  of  the  aabjeet 
hai  been  made  known  to  Ui.  Smith.  Bnt,  as  I  am 
iofiffioedbT  him,  that  no  farther  oommnnication  will 
be  noeived  from  me,  I  oonoeiTS  that  I  have  no  al- 
ternative lefV  whioh  ia  comiMant  with  the  King's 
dignity,  bnt  to  withdraw  altogether  irOm  this  (d^, 
and  to  wait  elnwhere  the  arrival  of  Bli  Uues^s 
ooKunsnda  upon  the  nnlooked-foi  torn  wbiiui  has 
Ihn*  been  given  lo  hia  affaire  in  this  oonnt^.  I 
mean  in  tlie  inlarral  to  make  New  York  tbe  place  of 
my  reaidanoe,  where  jon  will  lienceforward  [deaae  to 
direct  yoni  oommnDicatioaa  to  me,  aa  I  •ball  be  ao- 
oompuiied  by  every  member  of  Hia  Uijeaty'i  mis~ 
non.    I  am,  ^  F.  J.  JACKSON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Qdinot,  these  papers  were 
ordered  to  be  printed — for  tbe  motion  GG,  agidnst 
it  40. 

MoNDAT,  December  18. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  York, 

HiBiiAN  EinonsBAOZiB,  iqipeared,  and  bxA 


hia  seat  in  the  House. 

TsuBSDAT,  December  SI. 
Condvct  <^  Out  Britith  Minuter. 

The  Honse  agtun  vent  into  Oominittee  of  tha 
'Whole  on  the  reeolntion  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Eiiorr  condnded  hU  apeeeh  against  it,  aa 
given  entire  in  preceding  pages. 

Mr.  Ghoimk  said,  that  notwithstanding 
mnob  had  already  treen  said  on  the  snl^ect  be- 
fore tbe  oommittee,  he  hoped  he  sbonld  be  par- 
doned for  oconpying  a  small  portion  of  their  at- 
tention. The  reeolntion  before  ns  seems  to 
embrace  several  objects  pre-eminently  entitied 
to  the  dispastionate  consideration  of  Oongreaa; 
objects  altogether  nnoonneoted  with  those  iao- 
tions  and  political  dJaeenuons  whiob  have  un- 
happily too  long  prevailed  among  brethr^i 
of  the  some  common  family,  and  which  may 
one  day  jwove  &tal  to  political  liberty.  The 
first  qoeetion  whioh  preeente  itself  in  the  inve*- 
tiigtridMi  <^  tUa  anUe^  involvee  on  the  one  hand 
the  veracity  and  dignity  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment, and,  on  tbe  other,  the  character  and 
reputation  of  a  British  Envoy,  and,  in  some  de- 
gree, of  the  British  Ministry. 

In  myremarks  on  this  sntijeot,  I  oonuder  it 
regnlar  to  commence  with  the  origin  of  the 
mission  from  Great  Britfun  to  the  United  Statea, 
ont  of  which  has  arisen  the  present  nnpropitions 
pOBtore  of  the  af&irs  between  the  two  conn- 
triee.  What,  sir,  were  the  cironmstancee  under 
.  which thatmismonwasdeapatohed here?  Inthe 
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moDth  of  Usj  Iwt,  it  wm  known  to  the  Britiuh 
!ffiiiiBti7  tliat  a  commercial  Birangement  had 
been  mode  bj  their  Envoy  reeideot  here,  Glr.  Er- 
■kioik)  with  the  AmeriosQ  GoTeramenl^  but  on- 
der  the  aUegatioii  that  it  iru  made  coDtrarr  to 
inatractiofu,  it  was  do  wmdct  knotrn  than  it, 
and  tlie  Wnirter  nuking  it,  were  diiavowed. 
Ur,  Jackwu  was  then  appointed  to  sabetitate 
Hr.  Erskine,  the  diaavowed  agent,  and  at  the 
time  he  (Mr.  Jackson)  was  sent  to  this  oonntrj, 
it  was  well  known  by  the  British  MiniaOj  that 
the  Qovenunent  of  the  United  States  stood 
solemnly  pledged  to  the  American  people  to 
maintain,  and  that  they  had  inviolably  and 
steadily  adhered,  to  certdn  points  and  prind- 
plea  in  oar  differenoee  with  England,  a  snrren- 
der  o^  or  dq>artiiTe  from  which,  woold  be  a 
aaorifioe  of  the  honor  and  bert  intereets  of  this 

Tee,  rir,  when  they  well  knew  tiiat,  in  the 
affair  of  the  Che■l^>eake,  onr  Executive  would 
not,  and  the  voi<!e  of  almost  the  whole  nation 
bad  pronomiced  that  heonght  not  to  make 
the  first  advance  to  a  reoonoiliation,  Mr.  Jack' 
son  was  ohat^ged,  not  only  to  reqoire  the  first 
advance  from  ni,  to  wit :  that  in  the  doounent 
which  should  contain  the  a^ostment  of  that 
affiur,  the  revocation  v&  the  PresideDt's  procla- 
mation of  1B07,  interdicting  the  British  armed 
ships  from  our  own  water,  idionld  be  recited  as 
an  indispensable  preliminary ;  bnt  to  require 
from  ns  also  the  violation  of  the  principles  of 
onr  naturalization  laws,  by  inusting  on  the  bqi^ 
render  of  foreignere  who  had  become  natnraliz- 
ed.  As  to  the  Orders  in  Oonndl,  we  know  not 
what  specific  propositions  be  was  charged  with 
in  relation  to  them.  As  far  aa  we  are  able  to 
dedaee  any  thing  from  facts  before  ns,  it  must 
be  nndenrtood  that  the  British  Government  had 
determined  to  accept  of  no  conditions  for  the 
repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Conndl  except  snoh 
as  had  been  previonsly  declared  on  the  port  of 
the  American  Government  to  be  inadmissible. 
NotwiUtstanding  what  has  been  said  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Emott,)  I  think 
it  is  easily  to  be  denu^utrMed  that  the  British 
Goyernment  did  not  intend  to  make  any  ar- 
rangement different  from  that  contemplated  by 
the  celebrated  instmotions  of  the  twenty-third 
of  laxaiazj,  transmitted  to  Mr.  Erskine.  If  the 
British  Government,  so  recently  as  Hay  last, 
disavowed  an  arrangemeDt,  and  recalled  ita 
Minister,  under  an  allegatitm  that  be  violated 
his  inairaotioa^  was  it  to  be  supposed  that  they 
wonld,  m  two  or  three  months,  so  far  change 
their  policy  aa  to  aathorize  an  arrangement  on 
the  same  pnndplee  that  they  had  Jost  rejected ! 
Certainly  not,  nr.  It  is  evident  that  each  an 
accommodation  ooold  not  have  been  designed, 
beoanae  Mr.  Canning  says  that  such  messnres 
mnal  be  adopted  as  shoiild  aecnre  the  objects 
of  the  Orders  in  OonnoiL  That  they  did  not 
by  tliis  mean  the  mere  oontinnanoe  of  the  non- 
intereonrae  law  as  to  Prance,  is  manifest;  for 
Mr.  Oanning  says  to  Mr.  Pinkney,  that  a  repeal 
as  to  Qreat  Sritun,  would  be  a  repeal  as  to  the 
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intercourse  ifith  France  by  the  edxnre  of  na 
Teasels  as  shonld  be  fonnd  violating  it. 

These,  sir,  were  the  circnmstancM  nndtr 
which  tiie  miasiMt  oommenoed.  What  vcn 
those  that  characterized  its  progrees  and  Ut- 
minationt  I  think  it  very  easy  to  show  thit 
the  condnet  oT  the  Minister  himself  after  ha 
arrived,  partook  strictly  of  the  same  ehanetw 
as  the  oondnot  of  the  Ministry  who  sent  him, 
I  think  I  have  shown  that  the  di^iostjon  mtiu- 
feated  by  the  Ministry  in  sending  him  ben  vu 
insotting  to  this  country.  Let  as  next  inqmn 
into  the  character  disdoeed,  and  the  n»dsc( 
displayed  by  that  Minister  after  hie  aniTiL 
And,  m  this  inquiry,  without  wading  thteg^ 
all  the  deouments,  which  gentiemen  can  as  wal 
nnderatand  by  p^^ising  them  in  their  chambn 
as  by  hearing  them  read  here,  1  wi3  menlf 
advert  to  the  offensiTe  expre«ions  used  ij  Mr. 
Jackson,  and  to  the  manner  in  which  those  ei- 
ireediMis  were  met  by  the  Secretary  of  Stilt. 
)y  doing  this,  it  will  be  very  discernible,  not 
inly  that  the  &cta  stated  in  the  resolnlioa  m 
sustained  by  the  correspondence,  bnt  that  the 
resolution  doee  not  go  so  br  as  &cts  would 
warrant.  In  Mr.  Jackson's  letter  of  the  11th 
of  October,  he  says,  that  the  arrangement  with 
Mr.  Erskine  was  made  under  such  circumstut- 
as  as  could  only  lead  to  a  dissvowsL  If  the 
ircnmatanoea  were  such  as  could  only  lead  to 
disavowal,  they  must  have  been  dishononbl^ 
and  Mr.  Ja^son,  bv  intimating  that  onr  Ooveni' 
ment  had  a  knowledge  of  these  drenmiitanwi^ 


diarges'it  with  being  panwtn  ei 
any  thing  be  more  ^fpable  utan 
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was  not  in  Mr.  Smith's  power  to  substitnte  eon- 
ditions  for  those  which  he  declined  aceeptiiig, 
bnt  it  must  have  been  done  by  Mr.  EisUim. 
But,  notwithstanding  this,  he  charges  Mr.  Smith, 
not  only  with  conniving  at  s  conduct  impiopw 
in  itself  because  it  coold  only  lead  to  re|ectm 
of  the  arrangement  growing  oat  of  it,  btrt  iit- 
sinoates  that  he  was  the  principal  actor  ia  the 
scene.  In  Mr.  Smith's  letter  in  answer  to  llr. 
Jackson,  the  animadversions  are  too  okar  in 
their  object  to  be  mistsken,  Mr.  J.  is  infttfined 
of  the  diapleasnre  of  the  American  Govammsnl 
at  aadi  inainnations ;  and,  in  tlie  very  first  let- 
tw  which  was  written  by  the  Secretary  of  Ettt^ 


he  HiflQJnm  pointedly  having  had  any  knowl- 
edge whatever  of  the  deficiency  of  Mr.  uskioe'i 
instructions  at  the  time  of  making  tl 


ment.  And  what  says  Mr.  Jacluon  in  rt^j' 
He  says  agtun,  that  Mr.  Erakine's  instmdioiis 
were  known  to  Mr.  Smith.  Sir,  I  acknowWiJ 
very  candidly,  Uiat  on  a  supeificial  penaal  cl 
the  oorreepondenoe,  the  charge  of  ftlsehood, 
from  the  art  and  Mroitness  with  which  it  » 
wrapt  up,  does  not  appear  so  palpable  as  when 
it  is  more  cloeely  examined.  Yet,  sir,  notwitt 
standing  all  knowledge  of  the  instractiona  ban 
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been  denied  by  Hr,  Bmitb,  Mr.  Jackson  reiter- 
■Ue  the  BBHertion  that  they  were  known.  Do 
geotlemen  saj  that  thereis  no  insult  in  thist 
That  there  is  nothing  wrong  in  the  asaertlon  of  a 
knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  Becretaiy  of  St&le 
irtiicb  he  bad  before  formallj  and  solemnlv  dis- 
daimed.  In  Hr.  Smith's  letter  to  Mr.  Jackson, 
of  the  first  of  November,  he  ictimates  to  Mr. 
jM^son  that  a  langntge  implTing  SQcb  a  knowl- 
edge on  the  part  of  the  Araerican  GoTemmeot, 
was  altogether  insdmiiuble.  What  is  Mr.  Jack- 
ion's  re^y  in  his  letter  of  the  4th  of  Novetnber, 
which  is  the  last  comnmnicstion  that  a  proper 
sdr-reepeot  on  the  part  of  the  American  Qov- 
nnment  wonld  permit  it  to  receive  from  hira  t 
After  agun  inannating  that  oar  Oovemraent 
h»d  a  knowledge  of  Mr.  Erskioe's  uutroctions, 
he  says:  "That  any  thing  therein  (in  his 
former  letter)  oontained  may  be  irrelevant  to 
the  sntject,  it  is  of  oocrw  competent  to  yon  to 
endeavor  to  show ;  and  aa  (or  as  yon  sDcoeed 
ID  so  doing,  so  far  will  my  argnroent  loee  of  its 
validity ;  bnt,  as  to  the  propriety  of  mj  alln- 
Hone,  yon  most  allow  me  to  acknowledge  only 
the  decimon  of  my  own  Sovereign,  whose  com- 
mands I  obey,  and  to  whom  alone  I  con  con- 
sider myself  responsible."  In  speaking  of  the 
prc^riety  of  his  allnsiona,  he  acknowledges  that 
be  had  made  them,  and  does  not  deny  that  they 
are  of  the  character  aacribed  to  them.  This  in- 
sdent  letter  is  conclnded  by  azpreasions  too 
pbin  for  any  misconception  whatever.  He 
ssys :  "  J  have  carefully  avoided  drawing  oon- 
dnsona  which  did  not  necessarily  follow  from 
the  preialBeA  advanced  by  ma,  and  least  of  all 
•honld  I  think  of  ntt«ring  an  insinoation  where 
I  was  nnable  to  sabatantUte  a  &ct."  He  here, 
in  bet,  recognizee  the  insinuation  impnted  to 
him,  and  says  he  would  not  have  made  it  if  he 
canld  not  luive  substantiated  it.  Collecting  aU 
his  inrinnationa,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  re- 
tbtatirai  of  them,  on  the  other,  I  draw  the  con- 
clorion  that  Ur.  Jackson  not  only  inaolted  the 
(^vennnent,  bnt  charged  it  with  one  of  the 
fboleat  erimee — with  direct  tUsehood. 

If  the  tarcoDistancee  i&ider  which  he  was  sent, 
and  his  condnct  after  he  arrived  here,  were  anch 
m  I  have  described,  I  oik  if  the  ocoafdon  does 
not  require  thit  the  American  Government 
■hould  t«ke  afirm  and  dignified  standt  That 
we  dtoald  repel  insnita  and  respect  onrselves? 
Shall  the  authority  to  whom  only  is  entrosted 
the  most  solemn  act  of  government  which  can 
beperformed,  the  act  of  deciding  on  Uie  last 
qipeal  of  nations,  stand  by  and  see  the  Eiecn- 
tireinGiilted  by  an  emissary,  such  as  Mr.  Jack- 
son was  I    I  hope  not,  nr. 

Sir,  I  conmder  the  present  no  time  for  the 
tanseles  crimination  of  our  own  Government, 
■nd  much  less  is  it  a  tinae  to  conntenance  any 
other.  We  shonld  discard  domestic  differenoee 
and  party  spirit,  which,  at  a  joncture  like  this, 
may  be  disaatroaa  to  oar  country.  If  we  differ 
niiong  onrselveci,  in  the  name  of  God  let  ns 


nil. 


is  admitted  by  gentlemen  on  the  other 


dde,  that  both  Great  Britwn  and  France  have 
done  ns  wrong.  If  so,  why  not  nnite  agunst 
the  one  as  well  as  ag^nst  the  other?  A  oon- 
dnct  like  this  most  produce  the  happiest  con- 
sequences.  If  any  thing  like  union  is  discovered 
against  insult  and  injury,  I  believe  in  God  that 
it  wonld  not  be  long  ere  we  met  on  reciprocal 
terms  of  amity.  Sir,  for  my  country,  f  only 
desire  the  role  of  riglit ;  that  we  must  obt^. 
If  it  is  thought  I  wish  aaj  disaster  to  beMl  the 
British  nation,  I  am  mi^nnderatood.  I  am  will- 
ing that  Great  Britain  should  be  great,  happy, 
and  proqwrons.  I  shonld  .view  her  downbli 
Bs  an  inaugpioions  event ;  oonBeqnenceg  might 
reault  fh>mit  which!  will  not  nndertake  to  esti- 
mate ;  but  I  hope  that  tlie  expectation  never 
will  be  enoom«ged  from  this  Hall,  that  Great 
Britain  can  or  will  reoeive  anv  t«rtiis  tfom 
us  other  than  such  as  are  Ur,  honorable,  and 
redprocal. 

The  terms  which  have  been  offered  to  ns  are 
not  of  that  kind.  I  submit  it  to  gentlemen's 
own  decision.  We  have  long  experienced  in- 
Jostice,  and  if  we  are  only  capable  of  being  firm 
to  our  pnrpose,  and  adhering  to  the  principles 
of  neutrality  which  have  hitherto  guided  the 
oouncils  of  oar  country,  and  espeoially  the  en- 
lightened policy  of  the  Eiecntive  department, 
we  shall  no  doubt  obtain  Justice. 

In  every  view,  therefore,  it  appear*  to  me 
that  the  resolution  from  the  Senato  not  only  is 
supported  by  the  correspondence  laid  before 
ns,  but  is  rendered  peculiariy  important  by  the 
ocoanon.  The  appeal  made  by  Mr.  Jackson 
from  the  Executive,  from  the  organ  with  which 
alone  a  foreign  Minister  can  have  commnnioft- 
tiou,  to  the  people,  to  a  tribnnal  with  which  he 
cannot  communicate^  adds  great  force  to  the 
argnmenta  in  favor  of  a  firm  stand  on  onr  part. 
I  hope  it  will  be  made,  and  that  it  never  will 
be  abandoned  till  we  receive  that  J nstioe  which 
has  been  but  too  long  delayed. 

Mr.  Roes  observed :  I,  for  one,  am  an  Admin- 
istration man,  if  that  Administration  act  cor- 
rectly, whether  it  shall,  in  a  time  of  great  diffi- 
culty and  doubt,  insure  a  prospect  of  peace  with 
Great  Britain,  or  whether  it  may  find  it  neces- 
sary in  asserting  the  rights  and  independence 
of  tbeGovernment  to  involve  the  nation  iu  war. 
I  think  the  importance  of  the  one  course  is  as 
great  as  the  other,  and  I  will  under  snch  oir- 
ourastanoes,  eqnally  suiq;>ort  them  when  they 
are  likely  to  make  war  as  to  make  peace,  how- 
ever other  gentlemen  may  difibr  mnn  me  on 
this  head. 

Before  I  proceed  to  state,  rir,  what  1  conceive ' 
necessary  to  be  understood,  in  order  to  come  to 
a  correct  judgment  on  these  resolutions,  permit 
me  to  premise  that  there  is  more  than  a  pre- 
sumption that  Kr.  Er«kine  had  a  power  to  enter 
into  the  arrangement  which  he  made.  IsL  Be- 
cause he  himself  declared  he  had  snch  power. 
Sdly.  Because  ho  acted  in  conformity  to  that 
declaration;  and,  Gdly.  Because  Mr.  Jackson 
does  not  deny  he  had  such  power.  Mr.  Jack- 
son does  not  pretend  to  say  that  Mr.  Erskine 
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had  not  otLer  iteepUohw  ftad  other  inBtmctiom 
thaa  thoM  of  the  29d  of  Janiuu-f ,  and  that,  m 
them,  there  were  not  other  coodiiioDi  of  a  dif- 
fwant  grade  aod  cbsraotar  from  thgee  oontiUDod 
In  that  deapstoh.  Hence,  I  think  it  i«  fairly  to 
be  ooDoladed,  that  Mr.  GraUne  had  the  power 
to  enter  into  the  ogreemeDt.  It  has,  however, 
been  said  b;  the  gentleman  from  Connectiont, 
(Mr.  Dait*,)  that  thl*  is  not  «o  mnch  r  qaeation 
of  what  onr  Goveniment  was  ignorant  of^  aa  of 
what  the;  knew,  or  what  the;  ongfat  to  have 
known;  and  he  has  entered  into  a  long  eiami- 
nntioD  of  the  mode  of  oommis^oniog  diplomatic 
characters,  whether  by  lett«ra  of  credence  or  bj 
full  powera,  and  has  drawn  a  diatinotion  be- 
tween the  two.  In  the  first  place,  I  apprehend 
it  18  in  novriae  material,  to  enable  the  Hooae  to 
decide  on  the  reaolation,  whether  the  PreMdont 
did  or  dill  not  know  the  natare  of  Mr.  Erakine's 
powera.  But  it  ia  neceaaar;  to  rescue  him  from 
the  impatatton  which  those  are  dispoeed  to  caat 
m  him  who  are  deurooa  to  poll  down  the  Ai- 
ndnistration.    What  was  tne  amount  of  the 

Entleman's  ahowing  on  thin  oooaaion  t  That 
all  casea,  in  order  to  complete  a  b^aty,  it  ia 
necesaar;  there  ahould  be  a  ooDunigaion  or  fall 
power.  Bnt  has  he  abown  that  it  is  neccenary 
in  order  to  make  a  preliruinary  arraageinent 
mmilar  to  that  entered  into  f  I  apjn^end  he 
hai  not.  On  referring  to  the  iMter  quoted  by 
him  from  Mr.  Jafferaon,  then  Secretary  of  State^ 
to  Mr.  Hammond,  we  find  the  fbriBer  eaUiog 
npon  the  latter  to  ezMbit  hia  powera  to  enter 
into  a  oegotiation ;  hut  Mr.  Jefferaon  afterwards 
reoedee  from  that  demand,  and  receivea  the 
word  of  Mr.  Hammond  that  he  ia  poeseaeed  of 

Kwer  to  U^^tiate  as  aofBoient  evidence  of  hia 
log  clothed  with  the  proper  power  wilhont 
the  ezbibitioD  thereof.  But  tJie  ratifioution 
waa  not  withlield,  as  has  been  justly  aaid,  be- 
cause there  was  an  abaence  of  a  full  power  on 
this  occasion.  Mr.  Jacks<xi  himself  statea  that 
this  was  not  the  croand  on  which  the  ratifica- 
tion waa  withhela.  It  must  first  be  proved 
that  it  was  obligatory  on  the  Executive  to  call 
for  Mr.  Erskine'a  full  power,  and  it  mnat  then 
be  [ffovjed  that  be  did  not,  before  hia  obaerva- 
tiona  oaa  be  broBght  to  bear  on  the  qneeticm. 
Where  is  the  proof  that  the  Eiecntive  did  not 
call  fiw  those  powerst  It  ia  not  pretoided  that 
Mr.  Erakine  had  not  a  power  to  make  an  ar- 
rangement, bnt  that  it  waa  not  concluded  in 
pursnance  of  his  instmotioas.  Ilierefbre,  if  be 
nad  produced  ten  thousand  powers,  nnleas  his 
inatmctions  bad  authorized  him  to  do  what  he 
'  did,  the  Britiah  Ministry  would  have  rejected 
the  terms  stipulated  for  them,  as  tbey  bave 
done.  But  why  is  it  neceasary  to  know,  on 
this  oocB^on,  whether  the  Pr«eldeDt  did  call 
for  these  powers  or  not}  The  in^ryoompoace 
no  part  of  the  reeolnUon ;  it  is  neither  eiprcasly 
meQtioaed  nor  glanced  at;  and  why  this  in- 
quiry is  raised,  I  oonfeat  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss 
to  know,  onleaa  it  was  to  prove  that  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  had  a  knowledge  of 
the  instruction^  and  that  th^  reatrioted  Mr. 
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Enkine's  powers.  The  gentleman  has  not  vut- 
tnred  to  infer  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  had  this  knowledge,  hut  the  courH  ot 
his  uxument  goes  to  show  thai,  in  his  opiDioi^ 
he  did  poaaeaa  this  knowledge.  He  lays  don 
the  position,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Prea- 
dent  to  have  seen  those  powers,  and,  I  presimu, 
snppoaea  that  the  conclusion  wUl  he  drawn  tint 
the  President  perfumed  his  duty ;  and,  oC 
oourae,  taking  it  for  granted  that  there  were  no 
other  instmctiona  than  those  of  the  S3d  of  Jin- 
nary,  that  the  President  must  have  seen  itnts 
iostruotions,  and  conseqaentl;  have  known  tbst 
Mr.  Erskine  had  not  power  to  conclnde  the  tt- 
rangement.  All  his  argument  went  to  niie  s 
Btmctnre  to  induce  a  b^ief  in  this  House,  ud 
in  tbe  public  at  large,  that  this  knowledge  mutt 
have  been  in  poesteaiw  of  the  President  Tbe 
gentleman,  at  the  same  tim&  [H^esMB  the  ut- 
most regard  and  req>eet  for  Mr.  Madison.  Tlii^ 
I  confees,  is  following  the  direotioa  of  the  poet, 


Bnt  let  ns  inquire  if  the  Premdent  h»l  uj 
knowle^  that  Mr.  Erakine  had  no  Ml  powffi 
for  if  I  ahow,  beymid  all  doubt,  that  the  Prea- 
dent  did  not  know  it,  all  this  inudioos  &bric, 
which  la  designed  to  prodnoe  so  many  delnnaee, 
will  vaniab  at  once.  I  think  it  is  to  be  pre- 
anmed  that  the  Prendent  had  no  knowledp  , 
that  Mr.  Erakine  had  not  full  powers,  becaSM 
he  entered  into  the  arrangement.  What  cUect 
oonld  he  have  in  view  wbii^  should  iodiice  liiii 
to  conclude  an  arrangement  except  with  M 
oonfidence  of  its  being  earried  Into  effMtl  Hot 
to  get  ridof  the  embai^o— that  had  hmgb^M 
been  interred  by  its  Others  with  a  tnilj  Chris- 
tian qiirit.  Not  to  get  rid  of  tbe  non-uiteivoiim 
— becaose  the  moment  the  arrangement  wai  dis- 
avowed, the  President  breathed  life  and  t^ 
into  that  act,  and  gave  it  renewed  ensUwe. 
It  was  not  from  any  hostile  dispowtion  In  Eog- 
land,  becaose  he  oonld  have  no  reason  to  widi 
for  a  war.  And  becaose,  if  he  bad  itani  t 
war  with  that  oonotry,  he  hadttOocetsSoBlo 
seek  a  pretext  tiierafor,  inaamnoh  as  loq;  ante- 
oedenta,  and  iw  to  the  very  time  of  makiiutb* 
arrangement,  the  cansea  for  war  agunst  wut 
Britain  were  great  and  nomeroue,  as  biabeee 
agreed  by  all  parties.  If  not  to  get  rid  itf  lb* 
embargo,  nor  of  the  non-intercoune,  nor  >« 
war,  what  object  oonld  he  have,  with  "wi 
knowledge  as  has  been  impnl^  to  him,  not  ei- 
pressly,  bat  by  inferenoe,  in  making  ^*''l 
rangement  of  April )  Will  gentlemen  bs  go" 
enough  to  oondesnend  so  Ear  as  to  asugn  someob- 
jeot  that  the  Eiecntive  oonld  have  had  in  Ti»* 
from  such  conduct  1  For  it  is  not  tobeprt- 
smned  that  men,  in  or  out  of  office,  act  vithcot 
motive  and  without  otjiect  Therrfore,  heariac 
no  r«aaon  assigned  why  the  President  show 
act  thus  preposterously,  aa  it  b  attempted  to  M 
insinuated  he  did,  by  those  In  oppositJMii  » 
would  be  reasonable  to  condode  that  he  had  no 
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neb  kDuvIedge.  But,  in  oppodtjoii  to  thj 
sniution,  also,  jon  hare  th«  boUdui  declaration 
of  the  FrendeDt  of  the  United  Btat«s,  through 
tbe  Secretary  of  SUte.  Hnnuliatuig  in  the  ei- 
btme  most  it  be  to  bssr  thia  Bolemn  attevera- 
tion  qnestioned,  e'en  in  ■  dde-waf,  in  order  to 
cnpport  the  insolence  of  a  British  Uinisterl 
Tu  it  not  enough  that  the  conntry  haj  been 
cntbied  to  endure,  in  order  to  aecnre  the  great 
otjcctof  remaining  in  peace,  insult  after  l^nlt, 
cnti^  after  ontrage,  and  ereii  that  the  Got- 
tnmoit  shonld  be  inanlted  b;  foreign  diplo- 
mttio  chiractera,  without  donbts  and  mepicioaa 
Mug  innnnated  bj  membeia  of  thia  Hoase) 
Pnf,  nr,  let  me  ask  this  House,  or  the  whole 
of  tlie  United  States,  what  the  Prendeot  of  the 
United  States  has  ever  done  in  any  facial 
duTMter,  among  the  man;  whidi  he  nas  filled 
with  honor  to  himgelf  and  repntatJon  to  bis 
Miintr;,ti)at  the  correctness  of  liis  declarations, 
made  throogh  hie  Minister  of  Stat^  abonld  be 
fipotedl  Bnt  I  might  aaffer  the  hnmiliatlon 
of  going  ttill  farther  into  the  subject  We  have 
tfaeirwi  of  the  recalled  Uinieter,  if  that  be 
eoondeicd  more  oonclaaiTe  bv  gentlemen  than 
that  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  that 
bgfid  not  commnnicate  hia  inatrncdooa  to  Ur. 
Bmith.  Tb  have,  lat.  The  nresntnption  that 
tbe  Executive  bad  no  koowledge  of  Ur.  £r- 
Ajne's  imtmetionB,  becanee  he  conld  have  no  ob- 
ject in  view  in  concluding  an  arrangeoient  with 
tbu  kaofrledge ;  Sd.  We  have  bis  declaratjon 
lo  that  efibct  tlirongb  the  Secretarf  of  State ; 
U.  Ve  have  the  declaration  of  the  Uinister, 
ibose  act  waa  disavowed,  to  tbe  same  effect. 
What  have  we  to  destroj  this  proof?  Tbe 
deceptive,  poisonona  insinuations  of  Mr.  Jack- 
aoo.  }b.  ErakiDe  repeatedly  declared  that  be 
hid  unple powers.  On  thenews  being  received 
duing  the  last  seasion  of  the  iaaoiag  of  the  or- 
der of  the  Sfith  April,  ha  declared  that  he  had 
M  doubt  hia  armngeinent  would  be  carried  into 
(SkL  He,  to  the  last  moment  declared  that 
he  acted  in  the  spirit,  if  not  in  the  letter,  of  his 
Kreral  letters  of  instmotionB.  How,  therefore, 
*B  it  poaaible  for  the  Premdent  to  receive  in- 
bnution  from  Hr,  Erskjne  that  he  was  not  In- 
TMttdwith  competent  power,  when  Ur.Erskine 
Umadf  declared  and  believed  he  was,  and  acted 


Hracdin^r. 
From  then 


From  these  oonriderationa  I  apprehend  it 
nKst  desrij  appears  that  the  Preeiaent  of  tbe 
tiited  States  had  not  a  knowledge,  neither  waa 
it  hii  duty  to  have  had  a  knowle^  that  Mr. 
Kskine  ^d  not  posess  powers  to  make  the  ar- 
ncgement  which  he  di^ 

TnssiUT,  December  SO. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit ;  from  Uaaaaohn- 

ntti,  Beiuamim  PioKiuv,  Jr. ;  and  from  Vir- 

'"i«,¥auAMA.Bijaw«ij  '       '  '    ' 

ir  Mali  in  the  Honae. 


TUDBBDAT,  December  28. 
Gmduct  <tf  (he  Sritith  MinitUr. 

Tbe  HoDse  sgsJn  resumed  the  conaideratioo 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Wholaon 
the  reeototion  IVom  the  Senate  approving  the 
conduct  of  tlie  Ezeontive  in  refosiog  to  receive 
any  further  commonicstione  from  Francia  J. 
Jackson. 

The  1 
ng  still 

Mr.  SiAtnosB  said,  so  man;  were  the  ob- 

Cstionable  features  of  the  present  resolution 
fore  tbe  Hoose,  he  shonld  vote  for  its  indeS- 
nite  poatponemeat,  and  with  permisdon  of  tbe 
Honse  be  wonid  give  h!<i  reasons  for  his  vote. 
In  the  first  place,  he  thought  the  langnage  and 
style  of  the  resolution  highly  oljectionabTe,  and 
calculated  to  render  that  which  was  already  bad 
enough  still  worsej  that  it  was,  in  the  aeoond 
place,  a  atrange  innovation  upon  aU  fbnner 
practice  and  usage  nnder  onr  present  Govem- 
mept ;  and  lastly,  that  it  was  dearly  unconsti- 
tutional. Thns  much  he  abonld  endeavor  to 
show,  and  trug|«d  he  would  be  able  to  do  it  lo 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Honse. 

Mr.  6.  then  premised  thathe  had  disq>proved 
the  iotrodnction  of  the  resolution  of  yiprobation 
at  the  last  sesrion ;  that  he  oonaidered  unneces- 
aary;  but  tbe  preeent  he  considered  not  only 
anneoeasary,  bat  even  pernicious.  That  was  a 
pacific  one;  this  belligerent  in  all  its  aspects. 
He  bad  suggested  a  mode  to  one  or  two  gentle- 
men, of  getting  rid  of  that  one,  if  they  had 
thought  proper,  and  in  which  esse  he  would 
have  contributed  his  vote  to  have  got  clear  of 
it  Bnt,  bad  the  question  been  put  in  a  direct 
form,  he  ahoold  bave  differed  from  hia  colleague, 
(Hr.  Maoon,)  inasmuch  as  he  should  have 
voted  fbr  it  He  conld  not  have  done  honestly 
otherwise,  as  he  had  moat  cordially  approved 
the  arran^ment  made  by  onr  Qovernment  with 
Mr.  Erskme.  Further,  that  as  reniected  the 
rdection  of  Mr.  Jackson,  he  thooght  entirely 
with  hia  colleagne,  Otat  he  miglu  well  have 
been  dismissed  on  the  reeeipt  of  liis  first  letter. 
He  tella  us  for  what  be  had  been  sent  and  ootn> 


borne  and  Buffered,  he  came  to  stipulate  atone- 
ment, if  we  wonld  atipnlate  a  sort  of  counter 
atonement  at  the  same  time.  Stipulation  for 
stipulation,  at  any  rate.  It  had  "  not  <m)tared 
to  Sit  Majetty  necessary  to  command  him  to 
propose  io  our  Government  any  formal  agree- 
ment "  to  take  place  of  the  rejected  one.  For 
the  matter,  said  Mr.  B.,  of  Mr.  Jackson's  in- 
atruotions,  much  rather  than  for  the  manner  of 
his  negotiation,  might  the  communication  have 
been  out  off  with  lum.  Both  matter  and  man- 
ner were,  to  be  sure,  objectionable,  bnt  the  for- 
mer, in  his  estimation,  formed  much  tbe  moat 
Bolid  groond  of  dismissal.  It  waa  but  too  ob- 
viona  Uie  miision  of  Mr.  Jackson  wonld  end  aa 
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the  fonner  od«  had  done.    That  be  did  not 
come  to  propitiate  m  wiu  but  too  manifest. 

While  the  reaolntion  before  as,  sir,  ftfTeots  to 
support  the  Eiecative  QoverDineat  agaitut  io' 
Bolt,  and  laDgUAge  "  highly  iodecorons,"  it  de- 
Boeada  into  a  stjle  of  eiprea»on,  itself  more 
cnlpable  and  degrading;  nnworthj,  indeed,  of 
the  coantrr  and  the  dignity  of  its  Government. 
It  was  s  flettering  troth  to  know  ^at  ia  the 
style  of  diplomatio  oorre^xmdenoe  the  Amerioan 
aide  of  the  qnestitm  aufibred  not  in  ooinparisoD 
with  that  of  any  other.  Id  the  late^  as  wall  as 
former  iDStancea,  the  advantage  baa  been  cal- 
cnlated,  as  b«  presumed,  to  inspire  evai^  Amer- 
io(^  bosom  withjast  aendments  of  pride.  Had 
it,  therefore,  been  recommitted,  as  his  eolleagoe 
(Hr.  Maoox)  had  advised,  he  had  no  doubt  it 
could  have  been  amended,  and  rendered  more 
worthy  of  oonsideration  as  a  Btat«  paper,  than 
it  is  likely  to  be  in  its  preaent  dress  and  form, 

Besidea,  Ur.  Speaker,  if  the  measi  ' 
tended  to  have  any  efibot,  it  must  be  i 
It  looks  toward  war.  Already  are 
onlUee  with  Great  Britain  critical  enough,  but 
if  gentlemen  wish  war,  the  thing  is  altogetht 
appropriate  to  its  end ;  well  calculated  not  1 
support,  bnt  to  thwart  the  pacifio  views  and  ii 
tentious  of  the  Ezeontive.  We  may,  in  this 
way,  foreclose  tb«  door  of  amicable  negotiation 
which  the  Executive  by  hia  first  Meawge  showed 
na  he  had  kept  open.  If  rudeness  of  expreesioa 
had  been  resorted  to  on  the  part  of  the  British 
Minister,  in  his  corre^ondence  with  oar  Gov- 
ernment, had  it  not  been  repelled  on  their 
part !  Had  they  not  amply  redressed  the  in- 
aolt  of  the  individoal!  It  might  well  afford 
some  consolation  to  oarselves  and  the  conntry, 
if  other  wrongs  and  insults  have  been  even  as 
well  repaired  as  this.  Besides  the  murder  of 
I^eroe,  the  more  boniil  mordecs  on  board  the 
Chesapeake,  the  continuation  of  impreeaments 
for  years,  we  have  had  instanoes,  more  than 
one,  it  ia  said,  of  other  Wnist«rs  conspiring  with 
your  oon^lrators,  menacing  yon  with  war,  and 
putting  your  Government  at  defiance,  fiere  in 
the  tea  miles  eqnare,  and  the  senmbili^  of 
Oongreashad  never  tiefore  been  awakened  to  a 
resofntion  of  this  kind  in  defence  kX  the  Ezec- 
ntire.  The  truth  is,  sir,  it  never  needed  it, 
nor  does  it  now.  We  have,  in  very  deed,  Mr. 
Speaker,  refined  upon  the  more  anhstanti^  in- 
sults we  have  Buffered,  till  we  have  literally  re- 
duced it  to  a  vixr  t^fteardt.  It  is  the  t:^/Tt**iont 
of  the  individual  we  are  combating,  and  pledg- 
in^  the  whole  force  of  the  country  to  protect 
the  President  against  the  coDBequencea  of  and 
not  the  more  palpable  injuries  received.  Would 
to  Heaven,  sir,  such  a  reaolntion  had  not  been 
bronght  forward  I  It  ia  unworthy  of  oa — un- 
worthy of  the  political  profeaaons  wa  hereto- 
fore niade,  even  those  made  at  our  last  susaion. 
That  a  resolution  of  approbation,  Mr.  Speaker, 
is  Bgaiust  all  example  for  the  last  eight  years ; 
that  it  la  an  innovation  upon  all  usage  and 
practice,  reference  need  only  be  had  to  the 
apeeohes  of  gentlemen  dnring  the  last  seauoD. 


Tbey  afford  the  raost  ample  prooC  They  ««n 
then  unwilling  to  pour  ont  the  oil  of  adiilitioii 
upon  the  Exeoutive  bead.  It  was  deeiMd  un- 
necessary, anti-republican,  to  do  so.  He  hqied 
gentlemen  understood  him.  He  vu  tuing 
their  own  language  npon  that  occasitai,  ud  aat 
his  own.  tie  borrowed  it  for  its  eiiriltK* 
and  fitness  upon  tbe  present  occsaon.  SikIi 
language  conveyed  hia  seutimenls  Um,aiiditill 
did;  and,  for  his  part,  he  could  not  comprt- 
bend  how  it  oould  ne  correct  then,  and  dot  tU 
reverse  of  correct.  Some  gentlemen  m  tb* 
floor  perfectly  remembered  tbat  when  Ur.  id- 
tenon  came  into  the  Freddency,  eiriit  ;mii 
ago,  he  changed  the  mode  of  personal  addraa 
into  that  of  written  message.  "  In  ddng  tbi^" 
sud  he,  in  his  first  Meaeage,  "  1  have  hid  X 
principal  regard  to  the  convenience  of  tlte  I*' 
gislatnre,  to  theeoonomy  of  their  time,  to  tb^ 
relief  from  the  embairassment  of  immtAiU 
answers  on  snbjecta  not  yet  fully  before  tbai^ 
and  to  the  benefits  thence  reenlting  to  thepuli- 
lie  affairs."  AU  acquiesced  in  this  new  CMrw, 
and  from  that  time  to  the  late  instance  maitii» 
ed,  no  time  bad  been  wasted  in  pouring  buk 
the  oil  of  sdnlation  or  approbation,  in  luj 
form  on  tie  Eieoutive  head.  The  only  instows 
which  could  be  cited  during  the  last  o^t 
years,  was  foand  incidentally  incorporated  in  a 
reaolntion  relating  to  the  navigatiou  oftheKi- 
aisMppl,  The  words  were,  "and  relying witfc 
perfect  oonfidenoe  on  tbe  vigilance  and  msdm 
of  the  Eiecutive."  This,  then,  was  tbe  oi^y 
drop  of  this  oil  which  the  laat  Admlaistnliai 
produced,  and  has  been  called  up  at  this  fint  or- 
dinary session  of  a  new  Administration  to  fmi 
an  example  to  follow ;  or  rather,  might  we  not 
aay,  to  reanme  the  exploded  practice  of  fomMf 
times,  and  thus  echo  back  mesaages  in  tbii  ns« 
fonn  of  joint  resolution.  Bnt  what  was  tht 
style  in  which  gentlemen  spoke  at  our  laslniD- 
mer  aesaion,  when  the  subject  of  apprubitira 
was  then  before  us !  The  laogaage  of  one  irah 
if  it  were  tbe  object  to  bring  before  the  Honi* 
a  diaousaion  upon  tbe  Meeeage  of  the  Preddent, 
and  to  retnra  an  answer  to  hia  EiceO^i?^ 
most  gradous  Message,  he  shoold  certainly  !M 
oppoaed  to  it.  If  there  bad  ever  been  a  partio- 
ulv  part  of  the  fonner  Administration  wbicb 
had  met  the  approbation  of  the  Repablicu* 
generally  of  this  country,  it  was  the  discoatia- 
uanoe  of  the  practice."  Another  had  told  a 
that  he  wag  "opposed  toa  deviation  from  whii 
he  conceived  to  be  the  duty,  and  beoomiug  the 
dignity  of  the  House."  He  thought  tbe  Hinx 
had  nobler  duties  to  perform  th^  paning  ab- 
stract reeolntiooa,  oat  of  whii^  no  legislati" 
act  is  oontetnplat«^  merely  for  tbe  parpoeao 
pouring  tbe  oil  of  adulation  upon  the  bead  o 
the  Ohief  Magistrate."  And  again,  the  fscH* 
man  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  fiKDLiT,)  whoa 
opinions  are  always  so  much  relied  upon  aft 
respected  in  this  House,  and  he,  Mr.  S.,  tmatei 
by  few  more  unoerely  than  himself,  had,  nptc 
that  occasion,  with  angular  happiness  and  Kn«i 
E^ken  thns:  "Iaw,"  said  the  gentieman,  'i 
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uUr  langnage  tbat  can  comnutad  obedieiree 
and  req)«ct.  Any  eqnal  number  of  oitizaiu 
met  ia  a  tavern,  and  there  paasing  a  resolation 
of  approbation,  would  bafe  equal  force  witb 
mcb  a  resolution  pasaad  in  tbis  Houses  and 
would  be  more  in  character.  They  are  acting 
without  aothoritj  from  tbe  coiii4itntion  or  tbe 
rale«  of  the  Hoiue."  It  wonld  be  for  that  gen- 
tleman to  tell  na,  to  tell  the  Houm,  and  b< 
wonld  beg  the  gentleman's  pardon  for  the  par- 
tienlar  request — bnt  he  moat  request  that  be 
wonld  take  the  occaAon  to  let  ds  all  know  bow 
hia  doctrine  then  is  now  to  be  got  over.  For 
hia  own  part,  be  oonld  not  comprehend  bow 
light  and  wrong  conid  change  their  respective 
■idee  in  so  short  a  time. 

Hi»  colleagoe,  {Mr.  Maow,)  in  referriog  to 
former  times,  had  ezprewed  some  doubt  wheth- 
er the  mj^onty  were  the  same  party  now  they 
were  then.  He  felt  no  donbt  himaeli  they  were 
tbe  aame ;  bat  there  wu  no  room  to  donbt, 
imm  tbe  present  qnestion  itself^  thev  had  nnder- 
gone  some  strange  modification  smoe  former 
times.  Tbe  doctrines  then  mnst  be  well  remem- 
bered by  him,  yourself,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  a  few 
others  on  this  fioor.  The  advocates  of  this  sort 
of  adulation  mnst  go  back  beyond  the  times  of 
the  late  and  last  Administration,  if  tbej  would 
inbodnce  the  foshioa  again.  At  the  opening 
4^  the  fifth  OongresB,  in  the  answer  of  this 
Hoow  to  tbe  speech  of  tbe  Preaident,  these 
words  are  nsed:  "We  cannot  omit  to  testify 
oar  approbation  of  tbe  measure,  and  to  pledge 
oniselves  that  no  considerations  of  private  in- 
convenience shall  prevent,  on  onrpart,  afiiith- 
fiil  discharge  of  the  dotiee  to  which  we  are 
called."  And  agidn,  this  sentence :  "  Whilst 
we  view  with  great  aatiafaotion,  tbe  wisdom, 
dignity,  uid  moderatioo,  which  have  marked 
the  nieasnrea  of  the  Snpreme  Executive  of  onr 
eonatry  in  its  attempt  to  remove,  by  candid 
explanations,  the  complaints  and  Jealonsies  of 
Fnnoe,  we  feel  the  fQll  fbroe  of  that  indignity 
which  has  been  offered  onr  country  in  the  re- 
jection of  its  Minister."  This  language  was 
too  much  in  ^e  style  of  adulation  for  ns  then 
to  brook,  and  onr  ruune^  sir,  stand  recorded 
tngeth«  against  IL  Let  gentlemen  compare  for 


it  is  the  pecnliar  misfortune,  tai,  of  this  sys- 
tem, if  sgom  to  be  revived,  that  the  right  of 
approbation  fUly  impli«e  tbe  right  of  disapi^o- 
bation  and  censure;  and  daring  the  same 
Adnainislralion  of  which  we  are  speaking 
this  right  of  disapproving  and  oensQrins  was 
also  attempted  to  be  exercised.  The  reeoTntJon 
was  inboduced  at  tbe  first  seerion  of  the  siith 
Congress,  by  a  gentleman  then  from  tbe  city  of 
New  York,  (Mr.  Livihgston,)  in  the  caae  of 
Jonathan  Sobbina.  The  same  gentleman  is  oc- 
canonally  present  here  at  this  time,  and  seems 
yet  to  be  a  stickler  tot  judicial  decision,  and 
still  thinks  tbe  Ezecntive,  against  an  individual, 
matchless  odda.  The  part  <n  the  resolation  st- 
Inded  to,  runs  thus :  "  that  the  decmon  of  those 


qnestions  by  tbe  President  of  the  United  States 
against  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  the 
Unit«d  States,  in  a  esse  where  those  oonrts 
bad  already  assumed  and  exercised  jarisdlction, 
and  bis  advice  and  request  to  the  judge  of  the 
district  court,  that  the  person  thus  charged 
should  be  delivered  op,  provided,  only,  sooh 
evidence  of  bis  criminality  shoidd  be  produced 
as  wonld  Justify  bis  apprehension  and  commit- 
ment for  trial,  u  a  dangeroat  interfarmet  iff 
the  Ecteeatwt  Kith  judicial  dedtxtmi,"  Hence, 
then,  sir,  it  might  be  easily  seen  from  a  praotioe 
of  this  sort,  tiiat  a  whole  session  might  be 
wasted  without  doing  anv  part  of  the  paUio 
bnaineas.    The  thing  would  be  endless. 

In  the  fourth  Oongreas,  on  a  subject  of  ■  call 
for  papers  in  relation  to  the  British  Treaty,  an 
unhsppy  difference  aroee  between  this  Honse 
and  the  Exeontdve.  General  Wabkinotox  was 
the  President.  His  reply  to  the  Home  was, 
"that  a  just  regard  to  Uie  constitution,  and  to 
tbe  duty  of  bis  office,  forbid  a  compliance  with 
tkeir  request"  The  House,  again  by  resolution, 
asserted  tbeir  right,  disclaiming,  however,  at 
tbe  same  time,  any  ^ncy  in  making  treaties. 
Notwithstanding  the  violence  and  pasrion  of 
the  moment,  this  Honse  did  not  then  think  they 
had  any  right  to  meddle  with  tbe  making  of 
treatiee ;  bat  now  it  would  seem  the  present 
House  were  disposed  to  Join  the  Senate  in  this 
sort  of  interference  in  the  negotiations  of  the 
Executive  to  fbnn  a  treatv. 

In  all  tbe  cases  alluded  to,  sir,  it  should  be 
distincUy  kept  In  view,  that  each  Honse  bad 
acted  for  itoelf  in  voting  their  approbation  and 
homage  to  Executive  speeches  and  proclama* 
tions.  He  bad  reference  to  tbe  proolamatitm 
of  neutrality  by  Oeneral  Wishikotok.  This 
was  the  first  time  Oongreas  ever  legislated  ap- 
probation before. 

Mr.  QumoT. — It  is  not  my  intention,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  offer  any  commonplace  q)ol<»y  for 
the  few  observations  I  shall  submit  to  the  House 

I  the  EoitJect  now  under  consideration.     Snch 

the  ohvacter,  and  snch  the  consequenoee  of 
these  reeolntions,  that  no  man,  who  hs4  at  heart 
the  honor  and  happinces  of  this  country,  ought 
to  continue  silent,  so  long  oi  any  topic  of  illos- 
tration  is  unexhausted,  or  any  important  point 
of  view  unoooupied. 

It  is  proposed,  Ar,  that  this  solemn  assembly, 
the  representative  of  the  American  people,  the 
depositary  of  their  power,  and  in  a  constitu- 
tional light,  the  image  of  their  wisdom,  should 
d««cend  from  the  dignity  of  its  l^pslative  du- 
ties, to  the  task  of  uttering  agsjnst  on  individual 
tbe  mingled  language  of  indignation  and  re- 
proach. Not  satisfied  with  seeing  that  individ- 
ual prohibited  the  exercise  of  his  ofBdal  char- 
ooter,  we  are  invited  to  pursue  him  with  the 
Joint  terrors  of  l^slative  wrath,  couched  in 
irms  selected  to  convey  opprobrinm  and  infix  a 
^igma.    "Indecorum,''  "insolence,"  "sfiront," 

more  insolence,"  "more  sf&ont,"  "direct, 
premeditated  insult  and  affront,"  "disguisef^ 
fallacious  and  fblse :"  these  are  the  stains  we 
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are  colled  upon  to  ost;  theee  the  wonnde  we 
are  about  to  inflict.  It  ia  Bcaroelj  poarible  to 
compriae,  within  the  aame  compass,  more  of 
the  imrit  of  whatever  is  bitter  in  invective,  and 
hnmiliBting  In  asper^on.  This  heaped  op  meaa- 
nre  of  le^slative  contnmelj  is  prepared;  for 
whomt  For  a  prival«,  nnasaisted,  insnlsted, 
onalliedindividnal?  No,  air.  For  the  accred- 
ited Minister  of  a  great  and  powerfal  Sovereign, 
whose  character  he  in  tbia  conntry  repreeenta, 
wboee  confidence  he  aharesiof  a  Sovereign  who 
is  not  bonnd,  and  perhaps  wiU  not  be  i^sposed 
to  npbold  him,  in  miacoodnet ;  bnt  who  ia  bonnd, 
b7  the  highest  moral  obligations,  and  b7  the 
moat  impresNve  political  ccnaiderationa,  to  vin- 
dicate hia  wrongs,  whether  they  tfibct  his  per- 
son or  repntation,  and  to  t^a  care  that  wnat- 
ever  treatment  he  ahall  receive  shall  not  exceed 
the  measure  of  jnotice,  and  above  all,  that  it 
does  not  amount  to  national  indignity. 

Important  as  is  this  view  of  theee  resolntiona, 
it  is  not  their  moat  serioos  aapect.  This  bnll  of 
anathemaa,  scarcely  leas  than  rt^>Bl,  b  to  be  M- 
minated,  in  the  name  of  the  American  people, 
from  the  high  tower  of  their  anlhority,  nnder 
the  pretence  of  asserting  their  rigbta  and  vindi- 
cation their  wrongs.  What  will  that  p^ple 
say,  if,  after  the  passions  and  ezcitemente  of 
this  day  shall  have  anhdded,  they  shall  find — 
and  Bad  I  fear  they  will — that  this  resolntioo  is 
false,  in  fact ;  that  a  falsehood  is  the  bads  of 
tliese  aspersions  npon  the  character  of  a  pnblio 
ICniater  t  What  will  be  their  just  indignation, 
when  they  find  national  embarrassments  mnlti- 
plied,  perhaps  their  peace  gone,  their  character 
disgraced,  for  no  better  reason  than  ^at  yon, 
their  representattvea,  following  headlong  a  tem- 
porary current,  insist  on  making  sssertiona,  as 
thej  may  then,  and  I  believe  wiS,  realize  to  be 
not  authorized  by  trath,  nnder  circomstancea, 
and  in  terms,  not  warranted  bj  wisdom  t 

Let  us  not  be  deceived.  It  is  no  slight  re- 
apondbility  which  this  House  is  abont  to  aBanme. 
TiiiB  is  not  one  of  those  holiday  resoIoCions, 
which  fi-eta  and  ftimes  ita  hour  npon  the  stage 
and  is  forgotten  forever.  Yery  different  is  its 
character  and  conseqnenoea.  It  attempts  to 
stamp  dishonor  and  fkiaehood  npon  the  fore- 
head of  a  foreign  Minister.  If  the  allegation 
itaelf  be  false,  it  will  turn  to  plagoethe  accuser. 
In  ita  train  will  follow  severe  retribution,  per- 
haps in  war;  certainly  in  additional  embarraaa- 
manta,  and  most  cert^nly,  in  worse  than  all, 
the  toss  of  that  sentiment  of  self-eateem,  which 
to  nations,  oa  well  as  individuals,  is  **  the  pearl 
of  great  ^oe ;"  which  power  cannot  pnrcnaae, 
nor  gold  measnre. 

In  this  point  of  view,  all  the  other  qnestions 
which  have  been  a^tated  in  the  oourae  of  this 
debate  dwindle  into  utter  imdgnifioance.  Tlie 
attack  or  defence  of  adminiAtratJon,  the  detec- 
tion of  fault,  or  even  the  expoenre  of  crime,  are 
of  no  importance  when  brongbt  into  competi- 
tjon  with  the  duty  of  rescuing  this  House  and 
nation  from  the  guilt  of  aaaerting  what  is  Iklse, 
and  making  that  falsehood  the  basis  of  ontrage 
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and  Timlenoe.  I  avoid,  therefore,  tSl  qaeadOH 
of  censure  or  reprosoh  on  either  the  British 
Minister  or  the  American  Secretary  of  State.  I 
oonfine  myself  to  an  examination  of  this  resolS' 
tion,  particularly  of  the  first  branch  of  it.  This 
is  the  foundation  of  all  that  follows.  I  shsll 
submit  it  to  a  rigid  analysis,  not  for  the  purpose 
of  discovering  how  others  have  performed  ui^ 
dutiefl,  bnt  of  learning  how  we  shall  perioral 
onra.  The  obligation  to  tmth  is  the  lugbest  rf 
moral  and  social  dntiea. 

It  is  remarkable,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  of  aflOe 
gentlemen  who  have  spoken,  no  one  has  taken 
the  precise  terms  of  the  resolution  as  the  basis 
of  hia  argument,  and  followed  that  course  of 
investigation  which  those  terms  naturally  pre- 
scribe. Tet  the  obvious  and  only  safe  coarse,  in 
a  ease  of  anoh  high  respon^bility,  is  fint  to 
form  a  distinct  idea  of  the  assertion  we  an 
abont  to  make,  and  then  carefully  to  eiamins 
bow  that  assertion  is  supported,  if  supported  at 
all,  by  the  evidence.  With  this  view  I  recur  to 
the  rseolntlon,  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  pro- 
posed for  our  adoption,  and  make  it  the  basbof 
my  inqnirica. 

[The  BMohitUia.] 
This  part  of  the  resolution,  it  will  not  be 
denied,  is  the  foundation  of  the  whole.  For  if 
no  snch  "idea  was  conveyed"  in  the  letter <rf 
the  28d  of  October,  then  there  could  be  no  "  re- 
petition" of  that  idea,  in  the  letter  of  the  iih 
of  November;  and  if  in  the  farmer  part  of  bis 
correspondence  Mr.  Jackson  had  made  no  sneh 
"  insinuation,"  then  the  assertion  in  this  letter 
that  he  had  made  none,  was  perfectiy  harmlen 
and  Justifiable.  This  part,  therefore,  indodei 
the  pith  of  the  resolution.  If  we  analyze  it,  we 
Hhall  find  that  it  contains  two  distinct  assertioDS. 
first,  that  the  expregsions  alluded  to  eouveja 
certain  idea.  Second,  that  this  idea,  to  ooo- 
veyed,  is  indecorous  and  insolent.  Here  sgain 
we  are  enabled  to  Umic  the  field  of  our  investi- 
gation. For,  if  no  such  idea,  as  is  asserted,  wu 
conveyed,  then  the  inquiry,  whether  such  idea 
is  indeoorons  and  insolent,  is  wholly  superseded 
The  true  and  only  question,  therefore,  is  vb- 
ther  tht  e^trtmUma  alludtd  to,  da  wmtj/  lii 
iuaert«d  idea.  I  place  the  subject  in  this  ab- 
stract form  before  the  House  to  the  end  that,  if 
possible,  we  may  exclude  all  those  pr^odiMS 
and  partialities  which  so  naturally  and  impw- 
ceptibly  bias  the  judgment.  In  the  light  ia 
which  it  now  staoda,  it  must  be  apparent  to 
every  one  who  will  reflect,  that  the  qnestion 
has,  BO  far  as  it  reapeota  the  principles  on  trhiah 
our  decinon  ought  to  proceed,  no  more  to  do 
with  the  relatiooa  between  Qreat  Brituu  mi 
the  United  States,  than  it  has  with  those  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  China,  and  has  no 
more  connection  with  Hi.  Francis  J.  Jackaoa 
and  Mr.  Robert  Smith,  than  with  tijo  late 
Charles  of  Sweden,  and  the  oldBnke  of8sde^ 
mania.  It  is  a  simple  philola(^cal  disquidtiffii, 
which  ia  to  be  decided  by  known  mles  of  CM- 
stmotion.    The  only  investigation  is,  tooohiiK 
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die  power  or  capaoitf  of  oertdn  terms  to  con- 
Te;  an  alleged  Idea.  Hovever  III7  enited  t, 
qiMstion  like  this  maj  be  for  the  diBcaraion  of 
•a  aaeemblj  like  the  present,  jet  if  we  would 
be  Just  to  onreelTes  and  Uie  people,  we  must 
(Bbmit  to  an  examination  of  it,  in  that  form  in 
which  alone  certaint;  can  be  attained.  It  is 
only  bj  Bbippfne  the  snl^eot  of  all  adfentttioaB 
drcntnBtanees,  that  w«  can  arrive  at  that  per- 
fect view  of  its  oatnre  which  can  latatj  minds 
■erapolona  of  truth,  and  anxtona  concerning 
duty.  It  is  onlf  by  racb  a  rigorons  scmtioj 
tint  we  shall  be  able  to  form  that  jadement 
which  will  stand  the  teat  of  time,  and  do  nonor 
to  Ds  and  onr  oonnUy  when  the  paasiona  of  the 
d^  are  passed  away  and  forgotten. 

The  natural  course  of  inquiry  now  is,  into 
the  idea  which  is  asserted  to  oe  conveyed,  and 
the  eipreeeions  which  are  sidd  to  oouveyit 
CoDoeniiDg  the  first  there  is  no  difficulty.  The 
ldeaBasert«d  to  be  conveved  is,  "that  thear- 
rangemeat  made  between  Mr.  Erskine  and  Mr. 
Smith  waa  entered  into  bj  the  American  Gov- 
eniraent,  with  a  knowledge  that  the  powers  of 
Mr.  Erekine  were  incompetent  for  that  pnr- 
poH."  It  would  aave  a  world  of  tronble  if  the 
mprMniwia  in  whitdi  thia  idea  ia  said  to  be  con- 
veyed were  eqnall;  eoay  of  ascertainment.  But 
OB  this  point,  tboae  Rentlemen  who  maintain 
this  inmlt  are  &r  from  being  agreed.  Borne  being 
of  opinion  that  it  is  to  be  fbnnd  in  one  place, 
lome  in  another,  and  others  again  assert  that  it 
ii  to  be  fuund  in  the  whole  eorrespondenoe 
taken  together.  Never  waa  aa  argument  of 
this  natnre  before  so  strangely  oondacted. 
Gentlemen  seem  wholly  to  lay  out  of  sight  that 
this  reoolation  pledges  this  Honse  to  the  BBaer- 
tion  of  a  particniar  fhct^  and  ezpreeaea  no  seoe- 
ni  sentiment  oonceminf  the  oondnct  of  Jack- 
son, or  the  oondnct  of  nis  Government.  Tet, 
as  if  the  whole  anblect  of  British  relations  was 
under  diacnseion,  tbey  have  deemed  themselves 
at  Hber^  to  oonrse  through  these  doonments, 
odiect  every  thing  which  seems  to  them  inde- 
eoroua,  insolent  or  imsniteble  in  Mr.  Jackson's 
Isngnage,  and  add  to  the  heap  thns  made  the 
whole  list  of  injuries  received  from  Great 
Britain — impreenneata,  sfiiur  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, murder  of  Pierce — and  all  this,  for  what 
pnrpOBe  ?  Why,  troly,  to  Jnalify  this  Eonae  in 
making  a  solemn  asseveration  of  a  partieular 
fixt!  Aa  if  any  injnry  in  the  worid  conld  be 
even  an  apolosy  for  the  deliberate  utterance  of 
a  Usehood.  Let  the  conduct  of  Kr.  Jackson, 
<fr  of  Great  Brit^  be  as  atrocious  aa  it  wilL 
if  the  fact  which  we  assert  do  not  exist,  we  and 
this  nation  are  disgraoed.  It  is  evident,  tlien, 
that  irksome  aa  snob  a  taak  is,  it  ia  necessary 
that  we  shonld  submit  to  a  precise  inquiry  into 
the  truth  of  that  to  which  we  are  about  to 
pledge  onr  repatation  and  that  of  this  people. 

In  oar  inveetigation,  let  ns  follow  the  natural 
•onne  that  is  pointed  ont  in  the  reeolotion. 
This  alleges  that  the  obnoxiona  expreeaions  are 
flontained  in  a  letter  of  tbe  2Sd  (rf  October,  and 
.  In  ttuB  letter,  tiiere- 


fore,  dther  directly,  or  by  way  of  reference  to 
some  other,  this  obnoxious  idea  or  insinnation 
mast  be  found.  For  if  it  be  not  in  this,  even 
if  it  should  be  contained  in  other  parts  of  ibe 
oorreapondeuee,  which  ia  not,  however,  pretend- 
ed, stilt  oar  aseertion  would  be  false.  Concern- 
ing this  letter  of  the  28d  of  October,  I  confi- 
dently assert,  without  fear  of  contradiction, 
that  the  obnoxiona  idea,  if  conteined  in  that 
leQer,  is  conveyed  in  the  paragraph  I  am  now 
about  to  quote.  No  man  has  pretended  to  t^te 
any  part  of  this  letter,  as  evidence  of  the  as- 
serlM  insnlt,  except  the  ensuing,  and  althongh 
there  is  not  a  perfect  coincidence  in  opinion  u 
to  the  partionlar  part  in  which  it  resides,  yet 
all  agree  that  it  lurka  somewhere  In  thia  para- 
grapn,  if  it  have  any  dwelling-place  in  this 
letter. 

[The  paragraph.] 

I  have  qnot«d  the  whole  parssrapb  becanse, 
in  that  obaonre  and  general  mode  of  argament 
in  which  gentlemen  have  indulged,  it  h^  been 
read  as  that  entire  portion  in  which  the  insult 
is  conveyed.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  how 
some  parts  of  this  paragraph  can  be  thought  to 
convey  any  insolt  However,  in  prosecution 
of  my  plan,  I  shall  first  exclude  all  thoee  parts 
in  which  the  obooiions  idea  cannot  be  pretend- 
ed to  exist,  and  then  limit  my  investigation  to 
that  part  in  which  it  must  exists  i^  in  the  letter 
of  the  28d  of  October,  it  be  conveyed  at  all. 

With  reapect  to  the  first  sentence  in  this 
paragraph,  I  say  confidently  that  the  insnit  is 
not  contained  there.  It  Is  rimply  a  declaration 
of  the  oausee  of  the  disavowal,  so  far  Ihim  in> 
eluding  the  obnoxious  idea  of  a  knowledge  in 
onr  Government  of  the  incompetency  of  Er- 
akine's  powers,  that  in  «  manner  it  eiclndes 
that  idea,  by  enumerating  violation  of  instruo- 
tions  and  want  of  authority  as  the  only  cansea 
of  the  disavowal.  In  the  first  sentenoa  then, 
the  insnit  is  not.  I  pass  by  the  second,  as  it 
win  be  the  mbject  of  a  distinct  examination 
hereafter.  The  third  and  fonrth  sentenoee  it 
will  not  even  be  pretended  convey  thia  obnox- 
ioDS  idea.  They  simply  acknowledge  the  fre- 
qneney  of  graduated  instructions,  and  eseert  the 
Oct  that  Mr.  Erskine's  were  ncA  of  that  cbarao- 
ter.  In  thia  there  la  no  insult.  As  little  can  it 
l>e  pretended  to  exist  in  the  fifth  sentence.  It 
merely  asserts  that  Hr.  Smith  "already,"  that 
is,  at  or  before  the  time  3fr.  Jackson  was  then 
writing,  is  aognunted  with  the  instmctions,  (a 
fact  not  denied,  and  not  snggeated  to  l>e  an  in- 
snit,) and  that  the  &ct  of  these  instructions 
being  the  only  ones,  Hr.  Smith  knows  /h>m 
th«  tn/ormatitm  of  Mr.  Jocibon— an  assertion, 
which  80  far  trota  intimating  the  obnoxioos  idea 
of  a  knowledge  in  Mr.  Smith  at  the  rime  of  the 
arrangement  with  Ur.  Erskine,  that  it  conveys 
a  contrary  Idea,  by  declaring  that  he  was  in- 
del>ted  for  it  to  his  Oii.  Jackson 'e)  information. 
Here,  then,  the  insnit  ia  not.  With  respect  to 
the  last  sentence  in  this  paragrapti,  the  only  a»- 
sffltiona  it  oontain^  are  the  foot  that  the  terms 
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AOoept«d  w«re  Dot  oontained  in  the  iDBtrnetions, 
aod  the  evidenoe  of  this  fMt  derived  firom  the 
Btatement  of  Erskine  thst  those  acceded 
were  iobMitnted  b;  Hr.  Smith  in  lien  of  those 
oriKinaUj  proposed.  In  all  thi^  the  knowledge 
of  Mr.  Stmth  of  the  incompeteooj  of  Hr.  £r- 
sUne's  powers  u  not  so  mnch  as  intimated. 
Indeed,  no  <me  has  pretended  dlrectl;  to  assert 
tint  they  have  found  it  In  the  parts  of  thb 
paragr^ih,  from  which  I  have  thai  ezdnded 
the  obnoxions  idea.  Tet,  as  the  whole  has 
been  cited,  and  made  the  basis  of  dsBoItory 
declamation,  I  tbongbt  it  not  time  lost  to  clear 
oat  of  the  waj  all  irrelevant  matter,  and  to 
leave  for  distinct  examination  the  onl;  sentence 
of  this  paragraph  in  which  the  iosolt  Inrks,  if 


S3  gentlemen  maj  be  to  precise  investigation, 
thej  most  yield  to  it.  I  say,  therefore,  ctmfl- 
dently,  and  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that 
if  the  assertioa  contained  in  this  resolntion  be 
capable  of  jostifioation  bv  an;  part  of  the  letter 
of  the  asd  (^  October,  it  is  bj  the  foUowing, 
the  only  rerouniog  sentence  of  tbe  cited  para- 
mph  which  I  have  not  jet  examined :  "  These 
instmctions  I  now  nnderstand  b;  yonr  letter,  as 
well  as  from  tbe  obvions  dedaotion  which  I 
took  the  liberty  of  making  in  mine  of  the  11th 
instant,  were,  at  the  time,  in  sabstance  made 
known  to  yon;  no  stronger  iOnatration,  there- 
fore, can  be  givan  of  the  deviation  from  them 
whichoooairedthanby  a  reference  to  the  terms 
of  yonr  Bgreement."  The  latter  part  of  this 
sentence  being  merely  a  conclusion  from  the 
preceding  part,  and  having  no  relation  to  the 
knowledge  of  onr  Government  at  tbe  time  of 
the  arrangement,  will  be  laid  ont  of  oonudera- 
tion  as  b^ng  obviously  wholly  wtthont  the  pos- 
sibility of  any  agency  in  conveying  the  obnoz- 
ions  idea.  There  remains  only  the  preceding 
part  of  this  sentence  for  tbe  reddence  of  the 
msnlt.  Here,  if  anywhere,  it  must  ezist.  Ao- 
cordingly  this  ia  nsnally  shown  as  the  epal 
where  ^e  ghost  of  insinuation  first  appeared 
before  the  eyes  of  our  astonished  Admiiiistnt- 
tion.  Here  we  shall  agtun  find  it ;  onlees,  in- 
deed, it  were  in  &ct  a  mere  delonon  of  the  ^oy, 
formed  of  "snch  staff  as  dreams  are  made." 
Let  OS  examine  by  w^  of  analysis. 

[HiTB  Mr.  Qdihct  uiftlyied  the  paragnfli.] 

I  have  thns  tat  proceeded  by  way  of  a  strict 
snalyua  of  every  part  of  the  correspondence,  in 
which  tbe  insolting  idea,  asserted  in  thisresoln- 
tion,  has  been  said  to  be  conveyed.  I  have 
omitted  no  pari)  which  has  been  cited  in  snp- 
port  of  this  first  reeolation,  and  tbink  that  I 
have  shown  that  it  exists  nowhere  in  the  let- 
ter of  the  SSd  of  October,  either  in  direct  as- 
sertion, or  by  way  of  reference.  And  it  is 
ooncerniDg  what  is  contained  in  that  letter 
atone,  that  the  resolution  under  oonsideration 
makes  snertioa.  The  House  will  observe  that, 
■ooording  to  aQ  roles  of  fiiiT  reasoning,  it  would 
have  been  snffioient  for  me  to  have  limited  my- 


[Dacsnm,  tUlL 

self  to  show  the  &llacy  of  the  ergwnents  (rflhe 
advocates  of  this  inralt;  it  bang  always  in- 
cnmbent  on  those  who  aieert  the  existence  of 
my  thing  to  prove  it  I  have  not,  honeTer, 
thoa^t  my  duty  on  so  impcatant  an  oacaacffl 
fblfilkd,  unless  I  ondertook  to  prove  what  tbe 
lawyers  call  "  a  negative,"  and  to  ihow,  with 
as  much  strength  of  reasoniugi  ss  I  had,  tha 
non-existence  of  the  idea  assert^  in  this  resolu- 
tion; with  what  success,  I  ehesHullj  leave  to 
the  decision  of  snch  tboughtfU  men  in  the  natka 
who  will  take  tlie  trouble  to  nnd^itaod  the  ar- 
gument. Tbereis,hawevH',acorrDboratiTOTiew 
of  this  snbject,  which  ought  not  to  be  omitted. 
The  insDltiog  idea  said  to  be  ooavejed  ■% 
that  Mr.  Smith  had  a  knowledge,  at  the  time  of 
the  arrangement,  of  the  incompetency  >£  E> 
skine's  powers,  and  thia  becanse  saoh  a  knowl- 
edge was  one  of  the  eee«itial  cirounstsoMS 
wmch  could  only  lead  to  a  disavows!  New, 
it  does  happen  that  neither  Ur.  Erskine  nor  bii 
Oovernmeot  ennmerate  this  knowledge  of  dit 
Government  as  one  of  those  eesentiar  circum- 
stances. On  the  contrary,  they  ccxiatantlj  miit 
it,  when  formally  ennmerating  those  drcom- 
stances.  Ur.  Canning  places  the  dissvowil,  , 
solely,  on  the  footing  of  l£r.  Emkine'B  hsTing 
"  acted  not  only  not  in  conformity,  but  infract 
contradiction  to  his  instmctions."  Kr.  ivk- 
Bon,a]so,  in  his  letter  of  the  SSd,  when  foraully 
enumerstins  tbe  caosee  of  the  disavowal,  aaji 
expressly,  thai  the  disavow^  was  "  becsose  tlis 
agreement  was  concluded  in  vlc^tion  of  thst 
gentieman's  iustractiona,  and  ^together  withoot 
authority  to  sabecribe  to  the  terms  of  it."  Now, 
is  it  not  moat  extraordinary,  that  after  eoeh  bt- 
mal  statement*,  not  inoladmg  ^e  knowledge  d 
our  Government  among  die  essential  drciDit- 
stances,  that  it  is  on  this  knowledge  tbeBritidi 
Government  intend  to  rely  for  the  justiflcalioo 
of  their  disavowal  f  I  amply  ask  this  queelion, 
if  the  British  did  intend  thns  to  rely  on  tbe 
previous  knowledge  of  onr  Government,  why 
do  they  always  omit  it  in  their  formal  eDnaien- 
tions  ?  And  if  they  do  not  intend  thos  to  rely, 
in  vhat  possible  way  could  it  serve  that  Go^' 
emmeut  thus  darkly  to  insioaate  it  f  But  is  if 
it  were  intended  to  leave  this  House  wlioQy 
withoot  eiouse  in  passing  this  resolution,  Ifr- 
Jackson  expressly  aaserta,  in  this  very  letter  is. 
the  28d  of  October,  that  the  information  « 
that  fact  was  derived  from  him,  the  knowledge 
of  which,  this  resolution  asserts,  he  intended  Co 
intimate  was  known  at  tbe  time  of  the  amage' 
ment  with  Ziekine.  For  he  specifically  sap' 
"I  have  had  the  honor  of  inftwrning  yen  th»l  it 
(Ur.  EreUne's  instraction)  was  the  only  one  by 
which  the  conditions  on  which  he  was  to  «ffl- 
dade  were  prescribed."  Now,  if  Mr.  Jaobon 
had  remotely  intended  to  intimate  that  Hr. 
Smith  had  a  psevions  knowledge  of  thai  &ct, 
woold  he  have  asserted  that  he  was  indebted  to 
him  (Mr.  Jaokeon)  for  the  information !  Cou- 
dnsive  as  this  argument  ia,  there  is  yet  snotber 
in  reserve,  which  is  a  clincher.  And  that  >^ 
that  this  very  knowledge  which  we  propote 
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■demnlj  to  affirm  Ur.  Jackoon  intun&ud 
GoTeroineat  powoBBod  at  the  time  of  the  ar- 
nugemBnt,  it  is,  from  the  natare  of  things,  ii 
poedbte  th«f  sbonld  bare  poseoMed.     The  idea 
aaaerCed  to  he  intended  to  be  conveyed      . 
knowledge  in  our  Government  that  the  arrange- 
ement  vaa  entered    into   withont   competent 

Cera  on  the  part  of  Ur.  Erekine.  Now,  the 
that  Mr.  Erakine's  powers  were  incom- 
petent, it  WBB  impoedble  for  oor  GovernmeDt 
to  know,  except  from  the  ooofession  of  Mr. 
Enkine.  Bnt  Mr.  Erakine  before,  at  the  time, 
and  ever  since,  has  uniformly  aaaarted  the  re- 
veiae.  So  that,  betides  all  the  other  abaarditieB 
growing  oat  of  this  resolntion,  tiiere  ia  this  ad- 
ditional, that  it  aocnaea  Mr.  Jackson  of  the 


ondaii&Ue  state  of  tblDga  it  ta  not  poaaible 
they  sfaonld  have  poneesed.  Ur.  Speaker,  can 
any  argument  be  wore  conclnrive?  1.  The 
idea  ia  not  conveyed  by  the  form  of  ezpreaeion. 
S.  Mr.  Jackson,  thongh  expressly  ennmeratiag 
the  only  causes  which  led  to  a  disavowal,  does 
not  soggeat  this.  3.  Ur.  Jackson  expressly 
anerta  the  knowledge  that  these  were  the 
only  inBtmctlons  derived  from  him;  ofconraeit 
could  not  have  been  known  previous  to  the  ar- 
rangement. 4.  Had  he  bMO  absurd  enough 
to  attempt  to  convey  snch  an  idea,  the  very  na- 
tore  of  things  ahows  that  it  could  not  exist.  I 
ctmfe»  I  am  ignorant  by  what  reasoning  the 
non-existence  of  an  insinnation  can  be  demon- 
strated, if  it  be  not  by  this  conoorrence  of  argo- 

B^ure  I  conclude  this  part  of  the  snbjeot,  it 
will  be  neocsaarv  to  make  a  nn^e  cbserratioQ 
or  two,  on  the  6>Uuwing  passage  in  Ur.  Jack- 
Kin's  letter  of  the  4th  of  November,  for  although 
our  assertion  has  relstion,  in  the  part  of  theres- 
dation  nnder  consideration,  only  to  the  letter 
of  the  28d  of  October,  yet  this  subsequent  pfls- 
nge  has  been  addnced  as  a  sort  of  aocessoiy 
after  the  tact.  "  Ton  will  find  that,  in  my  oor- 
reapondenoe  with  yon,  I  have  careftilly  avcdded 
drawing  conclosionB  that  did  not  noceesarily  fol- 
low from  the  premises  advanced  by  me,  and  least 
of  all  should  I  think  <^  ottering  an  insinuation, 
where  I  was  nnable  to  anbstantiate  a  foot.  To 
Ihda,  aa  I  hare  beoome  aaqnalnted  with  them,  I 
have  somp^onaly  adhered."  This  the  sabseqnent 
part  of  the  reeolutton  nnder  debate  denomiDatee, 
"  the  repetition  of  the  same  intimation."  Bnt 
if  the  argament  1  have  offered  be  correct,  there 
waa  no  anch  "  intimatdon "  in  the  preceding 
letters,  and  of  course  no  repetition  of  it  here. 
For  if  he  bad,  aa  I  thii^  I  have  proved,  in  his 
Ibnner  letters  uttered  no  snob  insmnatiun  as  is 
asserted,  then  all  the  allegations  in  this  para- 
graph are  wholly  harmless  and  decorous,  neither 
divespeotful  nor  improper.  "But  this,"  says 
the  gentleman  trom  Fenosytvania,  (Ur.  Milnob) 
"is  lyinclunve  to  my  mind,  that  Ur.  Jackson 
did  intend  to  insult,  for  if  be  hod  not  would  he 
have  refrained  from  ^ving  aq  explanstioa 
when  it  waa  aaked  !  "    That  gentleman  will  re-. 


collect  that  the  assertion  of  this  Hoose  is  as  to 
the  idea  which  Mr.  Jackson  has  conveyed  in  the 
letter  of  the  38d,  not  as  to  the  idea  which  be 
intended  to  convey.  Suppose  he  intended  it, 
and  has  not  done  it,  our  assertion  is  utill  &]sa. 
But  will  that  gentieman  seriously  conclnde, 
contrary  to  so  obvious  a  course  of  argument, 
that  be  Las  asserted,  or  even  intended  to  assert, 
this  psrCicolar  idea,  merely  because  be  does  not 
choose  to  explain  it!  Arc  there  not  a  thousand 
reasons  vhicn  might  have  Induced  Ur.  Jackson 
not  to  explain,  consistent  with  being  perfectly 
inooceotof  the  intention  originally  to  convey  itt 
Perhaps  he  thought  that  he  bad  already  been 
explicit  enoogb.  Perhaps  he  thought  Uie  ex- 
planation was  asked  in  terms  which  did  not  en- 
title Mr.  Smith  to  receive  it  Perhaps  he  did 
not  choose  to  give  this  eatisfactioD.  Well 
that  now  is  "very  nngentlemanly,"  says  the 

fintleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Ur.  Uilkob.) 
agree,  if  he  pleases,  so  it  was.  But  does  that 
Jostt^  this  resolution  t  Because  he  is  not  a 
gentleman,  slisU  wo  assert  a  falsehood  ? 

I  briefly  recapitolate  the  leading  points  of  my 
argument.  When  Mr,  Jackson  asserts  "that 
the  substauoe  of  the  instrootious  was  known  to 
oor  Government,"  the  expression  cannot  con- 
vey the  obnoxious  idea,  because  it  is  not  pce- 


"  yon  must  have  thongbt  it  unreasonable  t 
complain  of  disavowal,"  the  time  of  knowledge 
implied  is  confined  by  the  atruotnre  of  the 
senteuoe  to  the  time  of  a  disavowal  known, 
and  cannot  be  limited  backwards  to  the  time  of 
arrangement  made.  It  is  also  absurd  to  sap- 
pose  uiat  Mr.  Jackson  would  intimate  byimpu- 
catiott  the  knowledge  of  our  Government  of 
Erskine's  incompetency  of  powers  at  the  time 
of  arrangement,  as  an  essential  circumstance  on 
wliioh  the  King's  right  of  disavowal  was  found- 
ed, and  yet  omit  that  circumstance  in  a  formal 
enumeration ;  and  lastiy,  it  is  stjll  more  absard 
to  suppose  that  he  would  undertake  to  insinnate 
a  knowledge,  which,  from  the  nature  of  things, 
could  not  poedblv  exist. 

I  have  thus,  Ur.  Speaker,  submitted  to  a 
Btrict  and  minute  scrutiny  all  the  parts  of  this 
ipcmdence  which  have  been  adduced  by 
any  one  in  snpport  of  the  fact  asserted  in  tikis 
resolution.  This  course,  however  irksom^  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  adopt,  to  the  end  that 
no  exertion  of  mine  might  be  wanting  to  pre- 
vent this  Eooae  from  passing  a  resolnuon, 
which,  in  my  apprehension,  Is  pregnant  with 
natiomd  disgrace,  and  other  innumerable  evils. 

Fbidat,  December  2B. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  North  Ooro- 
lioa,  Jamss  Holland,  appeared  and  took  his 
se;^ 

ooL.  laAAO  X.  ooLis. 

Breadk  of  PriviUge. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  from  the  committee  anpointad 

to  inquire  into  the  drcnmstancea  alluded  to  in 
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the  letter  of  I.  A.  Ooles  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
House,  made  the  foUowing  repor  : 

Tbii,  uoordl^  to  diat  aider,  they  bsn  t»fceD 
into  ooDndention  the  nityeot  refornd  to  them ;  that 
in  maklog  die  pKnond  loqoinr  ih^  lure  taken  the 
depoellleiu  <£  the  hoooraliLB  Jamca  IVu-ner,  ■  £ 


which  depoutiani  thsj  bag  leave  to  iqiort  to 
Boom. 

From  theie  depodttaoi  it 
ntUhcton  belief  of  TOOT  cw 
Colea,  witboat  any  immediate  prerioiu  altereation  or 

eovocatiDn,  did  auanit  aod  ttnke  a  Dumber  at  thi* 
Dose,  within  the  walli  of  tlia  north  wii^  of  the 
Capitol ;  that  thii  act  wai  done  an  Hooday,  the  2Tth 
nlL,  about  one  o'clock  P-  M.,  and  after  titiM  Hotue 
had  aifjmirned  OTer  to  the  ibllowing  daj. 

That,  from  tlie  aaaertioitt  of  Hr.  Colei,  and  &om 
the  actual  adniuioa  of  the  member  aeuolted,  jonr 
ooDunittae  ware  salieBed  that  llie  proroeation  or  aiqr- 
poeed  pioTocation  which  ooca^oned  the  attack  did 
not  anie  fnim  anj  thing  >aid  or  any  act  done  by  the 
member  of  thia  Hotue,  Ui  the  folfifaneDt  of  Ul  dntiea 
aa  a  RepraaantatiTS  in  the  CopgraM  of  the  Dmieil 
States 

Tour  oonunittaa  are  of  omnioD  tikat  thit  latter  dr< 
camrtanee  may  be  iBceived  in  eiteaaatlon,  bat  can- 
Dot  be  admitted  in  joitiflcation  of  die  act  done  by 
Mr.  Colea ;  and,  from  all  the  tnTcnmitancei  of  the 
caaa,  they  an  ot  ofdnion  tiiat  laid  aaaalt  and  rio- 
lance  ofiraed  to  the  member  waa  a  biaach  tf  the  prir- 
ilegea  of  tliia  Honae. 

Your  committee  fnrtber  i^P'>'ti  that  tliey  have 
coniidared  cfae  letter  at  Mr.  Colai  to  the  Speaker 
of  tliia  Hooae,  togalhei  with  uothBr  letter  &om 
Mr.  Colea  addreaaedto  the  Chairman  of  yoiur  Com- 
.,  „  o  rapoit  to  the 

l«  twolatteia,  in  the  opinion  of  jonr 
mtain  acknowledgment*  and  apolo- 
gue on  the  oocadon,  which  o^^^  to  be  admitted  aa 
•aliafactotj  to  the  Honae.  Thej  therefbra  reoom- 
mend  the  following  mediation : 

Rftoleti,  That  any  further  proceeding  in  the  above 


To  tie  Horn,  /ola  Ta^, 
Sm  :  Underataoding  that  the  declaratitm  which  I 

mittae,  will  be  more  aoceptaUe  ifpat  in  the  written 
form,  I  baaten  to  oomply  with  what  I  believe  to  be 
tfaeii  wiah,  in  tendering  throngh  them,  to  the  Home 
of  RepreaeotatiTBe,  the  leaeww  aararance  "  that  if  1 
eonld  have  auppoeed  that  the  cironmatance  alluded 
to  in  my  latter  to  the  Speaker,  would  have  been  con- 
itmed  into  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  the  Hooae, 
it  wonld  not  have  occoired  at  the  time  and  in  the 
place  where  It  unfortunately  happened.' 

With  aentiraenta  of  great  le^ieot,  I  am  jtmr  obe- 
dieot  bumble  aervant,  I.  A.  C0LG3. 

Hwemfcr  26,  1806. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Conivet  of  CA«  BritUh  Jfinutor, 

The  House  reenmed  the  con^deratioD  of  this 
subject  At  fonr  o'clock  Mr.  Livcutoxa  oom- 
menoed  a  speech,  but  gave  wa;  for  a  niotion  to 
to  a^onrn  which  waa  oarried,  68  t«  51. 

Satubdat,  December  80. 
A  motion  was  made  bjlCr.DAWBoii,  thattbej 


report  made  yesterday,  on  the  ocoomDce  be- 
twecol.  A.  Coue  and  a  member  of  this  HouN, 
and  the  docntneDts  aooompanying  the  ume,  be 
printed  fbr  the  nae  of  the  memben :  and  the 

ration  btiog  taken  thereon,  it  waa  rewlveiln 
atBrmative— yeaa  76,  naya  26.  The  r^nt 
and  doomnenta  were  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Thole  on  Tbnndaj  nezL 

(h«d«et  0/  the  Brititk  Minuter. 
Ur.  Bbxa,  of  Tumeeeee— Ifr.  Speakif,  it  it 
not  deemed  neoeaaary  in  the  obaerratioDa  I  wiS 
make  on  the  resolntion  nnder  eooaideration,  to 
take  IntA  view  any  relatiooa  of  the  United 
States  with  Oreat  Britain  or  France,  beoiDae  it 
doee  not  dearly  appear  that  any  exist,  eioqitin 
tfaia,  that  the  United  SUtea  are  aofferiiig  kn 
and  danuge.  If  there  be  any  r«latioi»  with 
Great  Britain,  ai  tbN  rm«ct  the  Fnited  Slates, 
they  are  nqjatiye  and  Bofbring;  aith^reepaot 
Great  Britidii,  podtive  and  active.  B«  they 
what  they  may,  they  are  not  [nvperly  within 
the  range  of  a  disooasion  on  thia  reaololion, 
whidi  merely  respects  the  condnct  of  an  Am- 
banador  Extraoidinary  and  IGnister  Fkm^ 
tentiary  of  Bis  Britaimio  Mi^eaty  near  the 
United  States.  How  the  relations,  if  then  be 
any,  between  the  United  States  and  Franoe  an 
oanneoted  with  tiie  Bnbject  of  this  reaoIotioB, 
will  raqiure  the  greatest  civilian,  the  most  wiae 
master  of  pnblio  law,  to  discover ;  the  ooiuid- 
eration  of  tbeae  snl^eots,  except  so  &r  as  mea- 
tioning  only  oirenmstaneea  which  have  eiiated, 
will  be  omitted.  Neither  doea  it  qipear  vary 
neoeasary  to  reonr,  in  examining  this  question, 
in  (he  view  I  intend  to  take  of  it,  to  writoa  ot 
anthoritiee,  as  they  are  called,  on  pnUio  law  or 
laws  of  nations,  becaose,  if  any  time  heretQfbre, 
tiiere  was  a  pnblio  law  acknowledged  and  nrao- 
ttsed  by  all  dvilised  nations,  that  law  is,  in 
these  times,  become  obsolete  &nd  disnsed;  sod 
the  great  nations  of  tbe  old  world  have  sevei^ 
ally  adopted  particolar  systems  of  law  r^peotiog 
other  natiiHia,  adapted  to  their  own  several  ei- 
iwting  drcnmstanoes,  and  bottomed  on  pnndptes 
different  from  tliose  which  heretofore  were  de- 
nominated principles  of  paUio  law.  When, 
therefore,  in  the  coarse  of  these  obaervationi^ 
said  Ur.  B.,  I  may  nse  the  words  "  publio  law," 
my  intention  is  to  express  thereby  an  idea  of 
some  system  named  pnblic  law,  not  the  law  of 
itnre,  which,  gradoatly  becoming  obsolete,  has 
sen  very  little,  if  any,  in  osq  since  the  ■com- 
menoemeot  of  the  American  Revolution— a 
system  which,  notwithstanding  it  is  often  w- 
peated  to.  if  ever  it  did  exist,  is  now  only  to  be 
fonnd  in  oooks,  and  not  in  practice.  Neicherit 
it  intended  in  this  case  to  ^w  into  notice  any 
diplomatic  proceedings  many  years  heretoCbte 
transsolfid,  by  way  of  argnment,  in  support  of 
what  I  may  say  on  the  sabject  of  this  r«sala- 
tion ;  inaamtkch  as  the  troth  and  merits  of  it  do 
rest  and  depend  on  the  Heesage  of  the  Frendeot 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  doonments  aocom- 
panying  the  same,  and  the  other  documents  rel- 
ative thereto,  which  hare  been  received  from 
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him  liiioe  the  ootmnenoement  of  this  m 


nof 


e  to  the  arrangement  of  April  Ust,  made 
between  the  American  Government  and  the 
hmonble  David  Ifontagne  Erekine,  lat«  Am- 
bug»dor  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Flenipo- 
"    J  from  His  Britannia  U^estj,  near  the 


tenti^y  fi 


This  reeolntioD  is  not  an  answer  to  a  Ueeaage 
frmn  the  IVerident  of  the  United  States ;  there 
■ra  not  in  it  any  words  of  relation  between  it 
and  B  mewage  evidencing  an  expression  or  in- 
tended direction  of  tliat  natare;  Deitber  are 
there  in  it  any  words  msnifeeting  an  intention 
to  tranamit  it  to  him  as  an  address;  for  these 
and  other  reasons,  which,  if  neoeMary,  might  lie 
mentioned,  it  does  not  appear  that  this  Joint 
reeolotion  can,  with  anj  propriety,  be  named 
an  answer  or  reaponse  to  a  Ueaeage  from  the 
President,  or  an  address  to  him.  It  may,  there- 
fore, be  reosonablj  expected,  that  any  olgeo- 
Goa  rused  against  it,  on  the  opinion  of  lis  being 
an  answer  to  a  Ueassge  from  the  Preudent,  or 
an  address  to  him,  wul  not  prevaiL 

Thia  resolntion  is  not  a  dedaralJon  of  war ; 
It  is  predicated  on  a  specified  conduct  of  an 
Ambassador  Eitraordioary  and  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary of  His  Britannic  Mi^jesty,  near  the 
Government  of  the  XJnited  States,  and  on  the 
denial  of  the  Ezeontive  Qovernment  of  the 
United  Btatee  to  receive  any  farther  oommnni- 
catioDB  from  him  in  oonseqnence  of  that  oon- 
dnct.  And  it  may  be  observed  that,  how  an- 
tJcot  Boever  among  nations  the  onstom  or  nssge 
of  sanding  or  reoeiving  Ambawidon,  Reniro- 
tentiaries,  and  pablio  Ministers  of  that  kmd 
m^  b«,  ttie  onstom  or  naage,  it  is  reasonable  to 
beliere,  ia  bottomed  only  on  the  great  principle 
of  btunani^,  and  does  not  impose  a  perfect  ob- 
ligation either  to  send  soch  minister,  or  to  re- 
OMve  bim,  or  to  otmtinne  him  after  being  r»- 
oeived ;  thwefore,  not  to  send  an  Ambassador, 
Flenipotwttiary,  or  public  Minister— not  to  re- 
crive  anoh  Minister — to  recall  soch  Minister — 
or  to  refiiM  to  receive  any  further  communica- 
tions firom  sndi  Minister,  is  not  a  Just  cftnse  of 
war ;  mnd  it  follows  that  the  aotdng  or  not  act- 
ing, in  either  of  the  case^  is  not  a  declaration 
ot  war.  Tme  it  ia,  that  the  resolntion  states, 
that  "the  Ooagress  of  the  United  States  do 
solMiiiily  pledge  themselves  to  the  American 
pei^lja,  and  to  the  world,  to  stand  by  and  snp- 
port  the  Executive  Government  in  its  refbaal  to 
receive  anv  further  oommnnications  firom  the 
said  Francis  James  Jackson,  and  to  call  into 
actian  the  whole  fbroa  of  the  nation,  if  it  shonld 
become  necessary,  in  conseqaenoe  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  £xaontive  Government  in  this  re- 
^tet,  to  repel  sncb  insult,  and  to  assert  and 
""■"*■'"  the  rlf^ta,  the  honor,  and  the  interests 
of  the  United  States;"  but,  it  is  to  be  obewved, 
that  that  pledge  goes  onlv  to  the  doing  of  cer- 
tnn  things  whica  m^  becdme  necessary  in 
Mneeqoence  of  the  conduct  of  the  Execntive 
Government  in  reapect  to  that  thing  which  U 
allnded  to.    But  if  any  gentleman  b  disposed 


to  coatinae  to  this  resolution  the  name  of  an 
aaswer  to  a  Menage  from  the  President,  or 
address  to  bim,  or  to  call  it  a  deolaratioa  of 
war,  be  certaiidy  may  give  it  any  name  h^ 
pleases ;  and  I  hope,  ssJd  Mr.  £.,  that  I  may 
also  have  the  liberty  to  give  it  a  name  that  ap- 
pears appropriate  to  it. 

[Han  Mr.  Bm*  entered  ido  a  close  exsmliiBtiui  of 
the  ooireipondsiice  beCweea  the  Biititb  Hinister  and 
the  Ameiicsa  Sacntsr^  of  Ststa,  to  show,  Jlrd,  the 
ininlt  to  the  Amsricui  Goveinment  by  charing  it 
with  filnhood ;  tcoadly,  ths  foliity  of  that  chugs 
by  showing  that  it  ww  foDndsd  on  fslie  snumpticti* 
and  contiiiaed ;] 

The  whole  civilized  world  is  a  spectator  in 
the  discussion  of  this  resolution ;  and  all  the 
civilized  nations  ia  the  world  are  and  will  bo 
aniionaly  desirons  to  know,  whether  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  America,  after  having  hitherto, 
with  impunity,  sofferad  all  the  aggresBioiiB  of 
Great  Britidn,  and  afT«r  having  autrered  Great 
Britain,  with  impunity,  to  impress  thousands  of 
their  seamen,  and  retain  t±iem  on  board  of  their 
armed  ships  and  vessels,  and  compelling  them 
to  fight  a^nst  nations  with  wboin  the  Ijnited 
States  are  at  peace;  after  having  suffered  Great 
Britain,  with  impunity,  to  murder  their  citizen^ 
and  after  having  suffered  Great  Britain  with 
impunity  to  attack  their  sovereignty,  in  case  of 
the  Obesapeake  frigate,  will,  after  all  these 
outrages  and  hostile  acts,  tamely,  meekly,  and 
patientlf,  submit  and  Imw  down  to  the  lowest 
degree  <^  debased  degradation,  and  suffer 
Fntnois  J.  Jaoicson.  Ambassador  Extraordinary 
and  Minister  Plempotentiary  of  His  Britannic 
M^esty,  with  impmiity,  to  abuse  their  Eieou- 
tive  Government,  and  to  impute  to  it  with  im- 
punity the  detestable  clargo  of  uutnith. 

TvutuT,  Joanory  S,  1810. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Pennsylvania, 
RoBEBT  Juizms,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  House. 

Wbdkbbday,  January  8. 

Mr.  BcBWEix  Bud  that  he  had  given  to  the 
Butfject  of  ov  foreign  relations  as  mnch  oon- 
sideration  as  ne  was  capable  of  doing,  and  di- 
gested some  plan  which  qipearad  to  bim  best 
adapted  to  the  present  situation  of  the  country. 
It  would  be  recoUected.  however,  that  they  had 
seen  in  the  papers  that  France  either  had 
blockaded  or  did  contemplate  the  blockade  of 
all  the  ports  not  embraced  in  the  British  orders; 
and  they  bad  seen  in  the  popers  a  paragraph 
intimating  that  a  projeot  existed  to  close  toe 
northern  ports  against  all  vessels  but  those  of 
France.  He  conceived  it  necessary  to  call  ftw 
any  information  which  by  posdbility  might  be 
in  posaeasion  of  the  Execntive  on  this  sulgect, 
as  such  infomiation,  if  to  be  obtained,  might 
have  some  influence  upon  his  mind  ns  to  the 
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course  proper  to  bo  panned;  and  therefore 
moved  tbe  follotriDg  resolation : 

Saahid,  That  tba  Pnildent  of  tlie  Unltad  Stataa 
T>«  leqnenad  to  Uj  before  thi*  Honte  koj  mfornu- 
tion  lie  mmj  poassui  rslMiTe  (o  tha  blockkde  of  the 
poiU  of  tlw  B^tic  b;  Frann,  ud  the  cnliukia  of 
aenbral  Teaael*  \tj  Ruaa,  Sweden,  and  DennuiL 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  oppoadon, 
sod  Mr.  BuBWBLL  and  Vr.  Qabdhbb  appointod 
KOommittMto  wutm  the  Premdent  acoord- 

GmditU  of  the  Britiak  Xtniitar. 

The  HooM  resumed  tiie  coDudentdoD  of  the 
unfinished  bnMneas  of  jeaterdi^,  being  the 
reeoIntioD  from  the  Senate  approving  the  con- 
duct of  the  Eiecntive  in  reAiaing  to  receive  aaj 
(hrther  commnnicAtion  from  Frmndi  Junes 
Jackson,  dec 

The  reaolndon  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time. 

To-morrow  waa  named  as  the  day  on  which 
it  ahonld  b«  read  a  third  time,  and  negatived, 
a7e6,82. 

The  resolatioD  was  then  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  Nbwtom. — Mr.  Spealcer:  It  is  with,  re- 
gret, dr,  I  feel  myself  constrained  to  offer  some 
obMrvationa  on  Uie  residndon  from  the  Senate 
now  on  its  paaaage. 

I  am  not  ignorant  that  I  am  treqwsaing  on 
yoDr  patience,  and  tliat,  at  tfal«  late  period  of 
the  discunion,  I  address  jaa  to  no  littie  disad- 
vantage; bnt  I  derive,  nnder  snch  disconrage- 
ment,  great  satiafaotion  in  knowiog  that  yonr 
politeness  and  indolgence  are  at  i&  timea  the 

I  lament,  mr,  that  the  discnation  has  not  been 
confined  to  the  sat^ect  which  the  reaolntioo 
presents  for  consideration,  bnt  as  I  bad  no  con- 
trol over  the  debate,  I  am  compelled  to  pnrsae 
it  throngh  tbe  meanders  it  has  taken. 

As  mlence  on  the  observations  which  have 
been  made,  thongh  on  points  foreign  to  the  one 
in  debate,  may  be  ascribed  to  an- acquiescence 
in  their  Justness,  I  cannot  reftwn  fixim  apprising 
yoQ  that  I  hold  myself  bonnd  to  answer  sQch  as 
shall,  in  my  jadgment,  demand  an  answer. 
Tliis  coarse  will  compel  me  to  discnsa  points 
no  ways  relat«d  to  tbe  one  before  the  House. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  atone  for  taking  this  range 
by  giving  to  each  aotject  a  separate  considera- 
tion, and  by  observing  a  doe  r^ard  to  brevi^. 
With  this  apology,  I  hasten  in  the  first  instance 
to  tbe  discnsaion  of  tbe  oompeteney  of  Mr.  Ers- 
kine's  powers  to  conclnde  the  provisional  agree- 
ment of  tbe  1  »th  of  April  last. 

I  pnt  aside  from  thiji  discussion  the  instmc- 
tions  of  Mr.  Erskine  autborizing  him  to  tender 
reparation  toi  the  attack  on  the  Ches^>eake,  be- 
caose  his  power  so  to  act  has  not  been  distinctly 
qnaationel  The  gentiemen  who  have  preceded 
me  on  the  same  side  of  the  question  have  sus- 
tained I  tnut  te  yoDr  satirfaction,  and  that  of 
tlie  House,  tbe  oompetenoy  of  Mr.  Erskine's 
powers  to  moke  and  oonolnde  the  arrangement  j 


of  the  19lh  of  April  last.  Persuaded,  sa  I  im, 
that  they  have  performed  this  task  with  pttt 
ability,  I  will  not  tire  yonr  patience  by  pasKog 
over  the  same  gronnd,  nor  by  dting  tbt  tarn* 
anthorities  on  which  they  rdied  te  support 


I  will  permit  myself  only  to  take  np  the  ^ 
cuBsion  of  the  points  which  tenninated  tbdr  n- 
marks.  I  will  contoit  myself  with  hnUihlBg 
some  antb<mties  DotpreiiKid  Into  service,  in  sro> 
port  of  the  positlona  taken  by  them.  That  Mr. 
Erskine  was  a  lfiDist«r  Plenipotentiaiy,  caniMt 
be  denied^  in  that  cliaract«r  be  was  received, 
and  in  that  lie  acted  until  he  was  reeaUed,  a 
equally  tme.  The  propomtions  made  by  him  is 
that  cliaraoter  were  received  and  acted  apoa  u 
the  propositions  of  his  Government.  The  Eie- 
entire  of  the  United  States  bad  no  control  otbt 
his  private  instrOctions ;  no  rigbt  to  demsnd  in 
exhibition  of  them ;  they  were  given  {or  tha 
government  of  the  Minuter's  conduct.  If  bs 
acted  in  eamtraventionof  his  secret  orderly  over 
which  hia  power  was  absolnte,  he  became  re- 
spMisible  to  his  soverewn  for  bis  non-observanos 
of  them;  bnt  hia  pnbUo  acts  most  necesMrily 
be  binding  and  oUigatery,  cniginalinK,  h 
they  most  be  oonsiderad,  in  the  genend  ind 
avowed  powers  of  the  Minister,  ezerdsed  in 
conformity  to  his  private  instructions.  If  bia 
secret  instraotiona  limit  his  general  comminoD, 
he  is  bonnd  honestly  to  uprise  the  Govern- 
ment with  which  he  is  negotiating  of  the  fiuL 
He  ou^t  tossy,  to  this  boundary  I  can  go;  be- 
yond it  I  cannot  paaa.  To  illnstrate  this  doe- 
trine,  which  I  hold  to  be  sound  and  etMred.,  I 
will  rive  as  an  instanoe  the  chaste  conduct  ctf 
Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  linkney,  who,  previow  to 
affixing  their  signatures  te  the  trea^  ooneloded 
by  them  wiCb  tbe  British  Commissioners,  pub- 
licly apprised  the  Oommissionera  that  they  had 
no  anthority  to  bind  the  Government  of  th« 
United  Stetee,  as  their  instmctiona  did  not  per- 
mit tbem  to  conclnde  a  treaty  which  should  not 
contwn  stipulations  against  impressments.  "Om 
&te  of  that  treaty  is  known.  It  was  rejected. 
The  British  Government  oonld  not  c 


d  States  had  no  powerlo 


Ministers  of  tbe  C 
form  each  a  treaty. 

Mr.  Erakine  never  entertmned  a  donbt  Iwt 
that  bis  powers  were  competent  to  the  Ibnni- 
tion  of  the  arrangement  of  April  last.    He  nn- 
heffltatingly  declared,  in  submitting  his  propo- 
rtions for  BDBpending  as  to  the  TTnit«d  St^ 
the  operation  of  the  Orders  in  Oonncil,  that  he 
commanded  by  his  Majesty  to  submit  them 
he  consideration  of  tne  Executive  of  tfas 
United  Sutcs.    I  will  prove  this  statement  br 
his  letter  of  April  18,  1809,  and  others,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Secretary  of  State.    He  saje : 
"  The   bvonble  bhioge  in  tbe  retatiooa  of  Hi> 
Isjet^  with  the  United  SCatM,  which  hu  bMO  pro- 
need  hy  I ■ 


Rirther  hi^  (hat  a  lecmiaidantirai  of  ezi«ltng  £ 


.,L-ooglc 


DEBATES  OF  CONQRESS. 


JiaoiBr,  1810.] 


Condrnl  <^  Ota  Brituk  VinutR-. 


teea  might  Iwd  to  tbrai  ladrfacMiy  s^jostmnit. 
On  than  grmmdi  iml  axpoctatkoa,  1  un  butmctad 
to  commniiicato  to  the  AJnericu  Governmtnt  His 
UiJMt^i  detennlmtioQ  of  Nnding  to  ths  -United 
SttXM  u  Eomj  Eilnoniiitu;,  inveited  with  foil 
pDwen  to  cratolode  ft  treatj  on  >U  pianta  of  the  reU- 
tkmi  betire«a  tbe  two  coonCriea.  In  the  mean  time, 
with  a  view  to  th>  attunmeat  of  ao  deurable  in  ob- 
jact,  Hu  M^jertf  wcnld  b«  willing  to  withdraw  hia 
Olden  In  Council  of  Jannaiy  and  November,  1S07, 
•0  Tar  a<  rcipecta  tlie  United  Statea,  in  the  persnasian 
tfaat  tim  PrnideDt  vrould  iune  a  proclamalioo  tar 
OeRnewalof  tba  IntsrconiM  Willi  Gnat  Britain, 
mi  that  wbatersT  difihnnce  of  ii;naiaa  ehonld  ariie 
in  the  intarpnlation  of  thatanna  of  noh  an  agrae- 
man^  will  be  mnmad  in  tha  pnipoiad  nagotiatlaii.* 
In  anotlier  letter,  of  April  IB,  he  saja  : 
"Is  cooaeqneooa  «r  the  acoeptanec  by  the  Pna- 
iieat,  aa  atatad  in  joai  letter  of  the  16th  iutant,  of 
the  pnpoaaU  made  In  me  on  the  part  of  Hii  Ma- 
ju^,  in  m;  letter  of  Ue  sama  day,  for  the  nnevnl 
{tin  intneuuua  between  the  reapet^jre  conntriei,  I 
am  antborized  to  declan  that  Hit  Mi^fea^a  Orden 
inConocil  irfJanoaijandNoTembar,  1807,  will  hava 
bucD  withdtawn,  u  leepBcts  the  United  Statea,  on 
die  10th  day  of  June  next."     (1809.) 

The  aboTe  eitncts  from  Mr.  Erskine's  letters 
leave  ua  in  no  Baspeiue  u  to  the  opinion  he  had 
formed  oThis  instraotiona.  Id  tAis  settled  b«- 
lief  th»t  he  had  conformed  strictly  to  the  in- 
ATiccionfl  of  his  Court,  we  find  him  so  late  ai 
Jane  16,  1809,  when  be  notified  to  the  Seore- 
iatj  at  Stale  the  new  Order  in  Oonndl  inned 
OD  the  SSih  of  April  lasL  In  this  letter  he  says: 

"  In  conaeqnence  of  offietal  eommanicationi  aant  to 
.ac  from  Hia  Miyeaty'a  OorenimaDt,  aiiice  the  aiop- 
ticii  of  that  meaanie,  I  am  enabled  to  aaaora  yon  that 
tthaa  no  oonnection  whatever  with  the  (yveitnrai(of 
the  I9th  of  April,  1809)  which  1  have  baeu  authoris- 
ed to  make  to  the  Govaniment  of  the  Unil«d  Statei, 
and  that  I  am  penoadad  that  the  temu  of  theagree- 
mnit  K  hi^ipilj  conelnded  by  the  recent  oegotiatian, 
will  be  ttrictly  tnlfilled  on  the  part  of  Hi*  M^jea^. 
The  intenul  eridence  at  the  order  itaelf  would  fully 
joMUy  tbe  for^raog  oonatract)(ai,  and,  moreover.  It 
will  not  haTu  aacaped  your  notice,  that  tbe  repeal  haa 
not  thraeby  bean  made  of  tbe  orden  of  tbe  7tb  of 
Jaanarj,  1607,  whieh,  aoeordiug  to  tbe  engagaoMnt 
I  have  anterad  into  on  tbe  part  of  Hii  H^w^,  fa  to 
be  •bragtUi  with  tiie  other  orden^  In  OMM«([n«noe 
at  the  w^jnatment  of  diJIbienDei  between  tbe  two 
nflmlriea,  and  ^  coofidanoa  entcotalnedef  afnrtber 

Thua  it  appears  that  Mr.  Ertkioe,  from  oom- 
DmoicatJoiu^  Babeeqnent  to  the  26th  of  April, 
bum  this  GovOTiuneat,  is  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  he  actied  within  the  pale  of  his  instructions. 
Hia  language  u  free  from  ambignity.  He  says : 
"InconaeqiieDceof  tfj^tMo^rcnuTHntieottinu  sent 
to  me  froiD  His  Mqesty's  Governrnent,  since 
tbcadopticHi  of  tbe  order  of  the  SSlh  of  April,  I 
an  enabled  to  aaenre  ;od  it  haa  no  connection 
whatever  with  the  terms  of  agreement  condnd- 
•d  bj  the  recent  negotiation."  Nothing  can  be 
elearar  than  that  bis  opinion  was  made  up  on  a 
liill  oonMderation  of  all  theinstmctions  received 
by  him  fr«m  his  Government.    Thia  most  be 


evident  to  the  most  superficial  observer  on  read- 
ing tbe  fallowing  extract  from  a  letter  of  the 
Uth  August,  1809,  addressed  by  him  to  tbe 
Seoretary  of  State.    It  is  as  follows  : 

"  Under  tbeae  circnmitanoea,  therefore,  finding  that 
I  could  not  obtain  tbe  teoognitione  ipecifiad  in  Hr. 
Canning!  de^iatcb  of  Ibe  28d  tf  Jannai;,  (which 
fanned  but  eoe  part  of  hfa  inaCractioni  to  me,)  in  the 
finmal  manner  reqiured,  I  conriderd  that  it  wonld  be 
in  vain  to  lay  before  tbe  QovenimADt  of  the  United 
Statea  the  deapatoh  in  qoeMion,  which  I  was  at  lib- 
er^  to  da  m  oMiwa,  had  I  tbonght  prc^r.  Bat  aa 
I  had  nch  strong  gronnda  for  bidieviiig  that  the  ob- 
ject of  Hia  M^eety'a  Goremment  could  ba  attuned, 
though  in  a  different  manner,  and  the  aplrit,  at  leait, 
of  my  several  letten  of  ioatnictlona  be  fully  complied 
with,  I  feel  a  thorough  conviotian  an  m;  mind  that 
I  ihonld  be  acting  in  conlbmiity  with  Ilia  U^eaty's 
wiihee,  and,  aeoordlnsly,  oooclnde  the  lata  [novi- 
nonal  agreement  on  Hi*  U^eatv'a  behalf  with  the 
Qoremment  of  tbe  United  Statea* 

The  British  Qovemmeiit  conld  not,  from  this 
view,  disavow  the  act  of  its  Minister  without 
incurring,  and  that  Justly,  the  charge  of  bad 
fsitb.  To  ^ve  support  and  nerve  to  this  in- 
ferenoe,  I  will  read  a  passage  from  an  author  of 
great  celebrity, .SWrZama^i.  Tbe  anthoraays: 
"If  he  who  has  a  oommiaeion  to  treat  has  kept 
within  the  bounds  of  the  power  annexed  to  bis 
office,  though  he  aoU  contrary  to  bis  private 
inatmatlons,  the  sovereign  ia  to  abide  by  what 
he  has  done;  otherwise,  we  could  never  depend 
on  engagements  contracted  by  proiy."  This 
authority  is  full,  and  in  point ;  it  covers  the 
whole  ground ;  it  leaves  no  flsaores  throagh 
which  crafty  politicians  can  make  an  escape. 
On  the  reputation  of  the  British  Government 
it  fixw  a  blot  which  nothing  short  of  the 
power  of  time  can  effitee. 

Past  transaotJona  aie  worthy  of  remembrance, 
and  Bometimee  of  repetition.  The  chameleon 
may  take  tbe  hae  of  surrounding  ejects,  but 
his  change  of  color  doea  not  new-model  his 
figure,  form,  or  character. 

Let  us,  fbr  a  moment,  bring  to  onr  recoIle&- 
tiou  the  ooonrrenoes  which  took  place,  and  the 
orthodox  opinions  which  were  held,  at  tlie  time 
when  tiie  honor  and  dignity  of  this  nation  were 
deeply  wounded,  (a  wound  not  yet  healed,)  in 
the  attack  of  the  Chesapeake  ;  when  tbe  blood 
of  American  citizens  was  wantonly  shed,  and 
when  the  British  squadron,  after  tiie  commis- 
sion of  an  act  BO  atrocious,  in  violation  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  anchored  m 
Hampton  Boada  uid  interrupted  the  regular 
communication  between   Norfolk    and   other 

filaoea.  After  having  taken  a  review  of  facts, 
et  us  compare  the  opinions  of  that  day  with 
those  snbKquently  delivered;  and,  by  tbe 
standard  of  oousiatencj,  test  them. 

The  President,  soon  sfter  tiie  commission  of 
those  outrages,  isened  his  proclamation,  inter- 
dieting  the  entrance  of  the.  waters  of  the  United 
States  to  the  public  armed  vessels  of  Great  Brit- 
un.  That  act  of  tbe  President  was  considered 
as  Just  and  lo^per,  aa  flowing  from  moderation 
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and  wisdom.  The  proprietj  of  it  wm  defend- 
ed on  the  declaration  to  Hie  Eieentive  bj  Mr. 
Enkine,  that  it  was  his  firm  belirf  that  Ad- 
mini  Beikelejr  had  act«dwithont  orders.  Eeep 
in  fbree  the  proolsnution,  was  the  Uogoage  of 
that  mem<»abl%  da^,  until  reparation,  ample 
and  satis&otorf,  ahonld  be  made.  Sooh  was 
the  state  of  the  pnUie  mind.  Hr.  Rose  arrived ; 
his  miaaioii,  instead  of  bariog  the  salntarj  tan- 
dene;  of  removing  the  irritations  eicited,  was 
eminenUf  calculated  to  aiutare  and  increase 
them,  liualts  were  added  to  iigories.  Before 
he  would  deign  to  make  known  to  the  Pre»- 
ident  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  reparation 
he  WB«  aatborized  to  offer,  he  demanded  the 
revocation  of  the  President's  proclamation  ; 


Jesty  for  using  preoantionaiy 

the  lawless  acta  of  his  offioera,  as  a  prereqoisite 

to  a  tender  of  the  reparetitm  His  Hajestj  bad 
condescended  tbroogh  him  to  offer.  This  new 
mode  of  redress  proving  no  ways  aatJa&ctorjr, 
Ur.  Kose's  mission  terminated.  Nosooner  was 
it  known  that  the  negotlBtion  wilh  Mr.  Rose 
proved  abortive,  in  consegnence  of  tJie  inad- 
missiblo  demands  made  b;  bim,  as  already  stat- 
ed bj  me,  than  the  Preiddent  was  openlj  ao- 
onsed  as  beinc  the  cause  of  it,  by  adhering  to  a 
**  mere  pnnctifio." 

Thus,  sir,  we  see,  that  no  Republican  Pree- 
iduit  can  do  riglit,  when  his  actions  are  viewed 
throogh  the  medium  of  party  spirit. 

Ur.  Stanut  taii  he  did  not  flatter  himself 
he  could  add  any  thing  to  the  information 
which  the  House  already  possessed  on  this  snb- 
jeoL  Yet,  as  a  measure  was  abont  to  be  adopt- 
ed, which,  without  the  posaibility  ofyieldiug 
any  advantage,  would,  in  hia  opinion,  fix  a  stain 
on  the  national  character,  and  pot  at  hazard 
the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  oonntry,  he 
felt  unpelled  by  the  imperious  call  of  duty,  to 
raise  his  feeble  vdoe  against  it  Permit  me 
here,  said  Ur.  B.,  to  express  the  anrprue  and 
regret  with  which  I  have  heard  obaervations 
from  those  who  support  the  reeolution,  trhit^ 
having  no  connection  with  the  resolution  itself 
are  oalcnlated,  if  not  intended,  to  eidte  the 
passions  of  the  House  or  of  the  people ;  to  ta- 
rorizp  the  poblio  mind ;  to  mislead  our  Judg- 


lude  to  the  repeated  recital  of  British  outrages, 
the  boml>Brdment  of  Copenhagen,  and  the  attack 
on  Oonstantinople.  A  calm  disouBdon  ol  the 
question  Iteell^  wonld  probably  lead  to  as  cor- 
rect a  deci^n,  and  be  not  less  honorable  to  the 
American  Oongress.  The  danger  of  fbreign  lu- 
flnenoe  has  been  mentioned  to  us,  by  way  of 
caution.  I  presume.  A  solicitade  on  this  point 
ca[i  be  out  commendable,  thocwii  I  hope  unne- 
cessary. It  may  lie  the  fiite  of  this  oonnb^  to 
be  cnraed  with  men  wboee  ill-directed  ambition, 
and  predominant  selfish  views,  lead  them  to  sup- 
port the  interest  and  the  designs  6f  fordgn  na- 
tions, thongh  adverse  to  the  iotereata  and  hooor 


of  tlieir  own.  Ifsuch  there  be,  lettbembeouik- 
ed  as  objects  of  suspicion,  soom,  and  oanimaft. 

It  has  also  been  the  Me  of  other  oumtiu^ 
and  may  be  the  misfortune  of  this,  to  poMin  ia 
Its  boaom,  and  to  cherish  in  its  oonfideoce,  men, 
who  firom  an  equally  base  and  eormpt  mIMots 
and  ill-directed  ambition,  become  mpple  oxa- 
tien,  political  sonflowera,  cringing  denugogws ; 
who,  worshiping  the  iacA  power,  whetiwr  ia 
thehandairfamiUtary  omumander,  aprotwkr, 
or  a  ooosnl,  tender  an  implicit  obedwDM  ud 
united  support  to  everr  measure  which  ems- 
nates  from  the  Executive,  the  eonroe  of  oSca 
and  pndt.  Such  men  bring  upon  a  oooatcy  tht 
ouraea  of  nndue  dotnestic  inflnenoe.  Not  to 
know  and  not  to  fear  the  dangers  both  of  fbr- 
eign and  domestic  iuflaenoe,  is  to  dose  our  eya 
on  the  light  of  history,  and  to  disregard  tbs 
teetimooT  of  ages.  The  States  of  Greece,  M 
the  genUeman  from  Yirginia  (Ur.  E?pbi)  le- 
minds  aa,  fell  from  foreign  infinence ;  tli«  nit- 
happy  Kingdom  of  Spain  at  this  moment  gniaia 
and  bleeds  from  the  same  caose.  And,  sir,  ftoa 
domestic  influence,  Rome  had  her  Ctssar,  Eng- 
land her  GromweU,  and  France  now  dngB  ths 
chuns  of  Bonaparte.  Sboold  it  ever  becoms 
the  settled  doctrine  in  this  oountrj,  that  tlw 
opinions  and  the  measures  of  the  EiecutiTs  sre 
entitied  to  our  prompt  acquiescence  and  biial 
support;  that  like  the  devoted  soldier,  ■  mm 
military  maonine,  we  are  not  to  paosa  over  i 
vote ;  that  fi«e  disous^on  iif  the  merits  of  ths 
Execntive  shall  authorLce  suspicion  of  the  poiitf 
of  the  dtizen ;  the  time  will  be  tist  haatening 
when  a  throne  sh^  be  erected  upon  the  nun) 
of  the  OonstJtution  of  the  United  States,  and  tlis- 
name  of  America  be  added  to  the  list  of  thost 
Republics  which  have  "  risen  like  the  rockgC, 
and  fallen  like  the  stick."  Whether  either  of 
these  parties  exist  in  this  country,  I  need  not 
at  thia  time  inquire;  no  drcumstanoe  could 
render  such  an  inquiry  in  this  plaoe  other  tins 
onpleaaant.  I  have  sDggest«d  tbe  ponbilitj  of 
their  eiisteDoe,  and  their  evila,  with  a  Tie* 
equally  pure,  I  hope,  with  that  ot  those  who 
have  Wbre  alluded  to  them,  asd  to  eidte  a 
caution  which  well  merits  the  attention  of  tbs 
American  people. 

Associated  in  thb  House  with  gentlemeit,  iQ 
of  whom,  I  am  to  presume,  are  actuated  by  the 
same  love  of  country ;  who  alike  feel  the  obBg*- 
tiona  of  honor,  oonsdence,  regard  to  the  ooura- 
tution  and  re^ndbility  to  our  constitaents— 
I  cannot  bat  believe  tfaey  act  on  this  oceanon 
with  motives  aa  pure  as  my  own.  Yet,  nr,  M- 
ing  myself  bound  by  these  high  sanctions  to  fOf 
sue  the  coarse  pointed  ontby  myownjadgmenti 
and  the  dictates  of  my  own  oonsoieace,  1  im 
compelled  to  dedare,  that  I  disapprove  ^ 
condnct  of  the  administration  inthea&irwiA 
Ur.  Jackson,  and  tiiat  I  ara  decidedly  opposM 
to  the  leMlntion  before  us. 

From  the  view  I  have  taken  of  tiis  eorn- 
spondence  between  Ur.  Smith  and  Ur.  Jackal 
mymind  to  aatiafied — 

That  the  letters  of  Ur.  Jackson  do  DotKO- 
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tiin  U]«  ingnlt  to  our  adnimirtratioa  which  is 
imputed  to  them  by  the  reeolntion.  That,  if 
tbey  did,  the  Oongrwi  of  the  IJaited  States  are 
DM  required  either  by  duty  or  poUo^  to  inter- 
fere u  Oie  bnainesg — and  that  if  thej  will  int«T- 
fire,  tits  reeolntios  under  conaiderfltaDn  ii  im- 
picper.  On  esdi  of  these  points  I  will  sabmit 
■  few  obaervationa. 

Ib  Ttoord  to  the  insult  said  to  be  oontained  in 
Kt.  Jaokson's  lettwa,  m^  remarks  sfaall  be  brie^ 
Tith  DO  otlier  referenoe  to  the  letters  abeadj 
■0  oAoi  repeated,  as  to  have  beoome  "  doll  u  a 
tih  twice  told,"  than  I  may  oonoeive  neoeasaiy 
to  be  iatdligible.  The  ofiennve  idea  "  that  the 
Eiecntive  Government  of  the  United  States  had 
«  knowledge  that  the  arrangement  lately  made 
hj  Mr.  Erekine  in  behalf  of  his  GovernmeDt 
with  the  GoTemment  of  the  United  States,  was 
eatned  into  without  competent  powers  on  tite 
;*rt  of  Mr.  Erskine  for  that  pnipoee,"  is  t»i&  in 
the  resolution  to  he  conveyed  In  Mr.  Jackson's 
letKr  of  the  2Sd  of  Octot)er,  and  to  be  repeated 
is  tint  of  the  4th  of  November.  Yet,  u  if  it 
MB  on  all  hands  admitted  that  no  snch  idea 
ooidd  be  fonnd  in  theee  letters,  all  who  have 
moat  aaiionsly  desired  to  find  it,  haveendeav- 
end  to  establuh  it  by  recorrins  to  Mr.  Jaok- 
iDD^  letter  of  the  11th  of  October,  and  there 
vmA  OS  to  that  part  of  the  letter,  where  Ur. 
Jicfaon,  in  reply  to  Ur.  Smith's  declaration, 
ttat  so  explanation  was  expected  of  the  gronnds 
of  the  disavowal  by  His  Britannic  M^eety  of  the 
■Rangemeut  made  between  Kr.  Smith  and  Kr. 
Enkine,  informs  Mr.  Smith,  that  he  hsid  seen 
irith  pleasnre  the  forbearance  of  Kr.  Smith,  to 
CMnpIain  of  this  disavowal,  "inasmuch  as  yon 
anld  nut  bnt  have  thonsht  it  nnreasonable  to 
ranplain  of  the  disovowd  of  an  act  done  nnder 
nch  circDnutaneee  as  oonld  only  lead  to  the 
cnseqneneea  that  have  aotoally  followed."  He 
sdds,  "It  was  not  kiKiwn  when  I  left  En^and 
vhethv  Hr.  ErddM  had,  acoording  to  the  Ulv 
trty  aUowed  him,  oonunnnioat«d  to  yon  in  w- 
taaaim  original  instnictioaB;  it  now  appeara 
that  lie  did  not  Bnt  In  rerertingto  his  official 
rareapoDdeiioe,  and  paiticnlarly  to  a  despatch 
addressed  on  the  20th  of  April  to  His  Kajesty'B 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  I  find 
Ibit  he  there  itates,  that  he  anbrnitted  to  yoor 
eoonderatioii  the  three  conditions  specifled  in 
ttnae  instractions,  aa  the  gronndwork  of  an  ar~ 
tugemeut  which,  according  to  infurination  re- 
ecjved  trtUD  this  country,  it  was  thought  in 
fii^and  migbt  be  made,  with  a  prospect  of 
peat  mntnal  advantage.  Mr,  Erskmo  uien  re- 
pnlfl,  ttrbalim  et  tariatint,  yoar  obeervationB 
q>aD  each  ot  the  three  wmoition^  and  the  rea- 
(DDi  wfakih  indoced  yon  to  think  that  others 
night  be  sahetitnled  in  lien  of  them.  It  may 
bave  been  concluded  between  yon  that  these 
Istfar  were  an  equivalent  for  the  original  coodi- 
<*cBi ;  bnt  the  very  act  of  snbstitotion  evideot- 
b  dkowB  that  thoae  original  conditions  were  in 
■ot  very  expiioitlv  commanicat«d  to  yon,  and 
by  JOQ  of  ooune  laid  before  the  President  for 
tas  eonrideratioB.  J  need  hardly  add,  that  the 
Tm.  it-— 1* 
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difleraice  between  these  eonditioDs  and  those 
contained  in  the  arrangeineat  of  the  18tb  uid 
18th  of  April,  is  snffioientJy  obvious  to  reqoire 
no  elucidation ;  nor  need  I  draw  the  oondusion, 
wliich  I  ooDsder  as  admitted  by  aU  absence  of 
complaint  on  the  psrt  of  the  American  Qovem- 
ment,  viz:  that  nnder  sach  cirooniBtanoes  Bia 
M^es^  had  an  undoubted  right  to  disavow  the 
act  of  hifi  Minister." 

As  the  offen^ve  Idea  is  slleoed  to  be  an  allu- 
sion to  the  cironmstanoes  under  which  the  ar- 
rangement with  Mr.  Emldne  was  concluded, 
which  Justified  the  Eiog  in  disavowing  it ;  inti- 
mated to  be  known  to  our  adnunistratiou  at  the 
date  of  this  letter ;  it  is  necessary  to  search, 
from  the  evidence  before  ns,  what  those  eircum- 
stancee  were  upon  which  the  King  justified  his 
disavowal ;  these  foond,  we  shall  De  at  no  loss 
to  fix  Mr.  Jackson's  aUosion,  and  then  to  in- 
qoire  whether  tiieee  oircnmstuioea  thns  alluded 
to,  were  in  fact  known  to  onr  adminiatration. 
It  appears  fVom  the  doonments  before  us,  that 
the  King's  Order  in  Council  of  the  24th  of  May, 
1B09,  anooonoing  the  provisional  sgreemeut 
concladed  by  Mr.  Erakine  and  the  disavowal  of 
it,  assigns  as  the  sole  ground  of  the  disavowal, 
that  the  said  agreement  "  was  not  sach  as  was 
authorized  by  His  M^esty's  instructions."  And 
Mr.  I^kney,  on  the  28th  of  May,  informs  Mr. 
Smith  that  the  British  Minister,  Mr.  Oan- 
ning,  had  in  their  interview  on  the  95th  ol 
May  declared  "that  the  British  Minister  (Mr. 
Eriudne)  had  acted  in  his  late  negotiation  and 
engagements  with  yon,  not  only  without  author- 
ity, but  in  direct  oppositiim  to  the  most  precise 
instructions ;"  that  these  facts  were  communi- 
cated by  Mr.  Pinkney,  and  known  to  our  ad- 
ministration before  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Jackson, 
appean  from  the  correspondence  between  Mr. 
Smith  and  Mr.  Erskine  in  Jnly  and  Augast.  Mr. 
Jackson  also,  in  his  letter  of  the  llth  of  Octo- 
ber, says  that  his  Government  "  with  frauknefls, 
promptitude,  and  a  most  sompulous  regard  to 
national  honor,  gave  notice  to  the  American 
Minister  in  London  of  the  disavowal,  of  the 
motives  of  it,  and  of  tho  precautions  sponta- 
neoualy  taken  by  Uis  Majesty  to  prevent  any  loss 
or  injury  aecrning  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
Stateefrom  an  agreement,  however  unauthorized, 
made  in  His  Majesty's  name."  And  in  his  let- 
rter  to  Mr.  Smith,  28d  of  October,  explicitly  do- 
olaree  "His  Mf^esty  was  pleased  to  disavow  the 
agreement  oonolnded  between  yon  and  Mr. 
Eraine,  beoanse  it  was  concluded  in  violation 
of  that  gentleman^  instmctiona,  and  altogetha" 
without  authority  to  subscribe  to  the  terms  of 
it."  And  to  dispense  with  a  recital  of  each 
particular  in  which  the  insCractiona  were  disre- 
garded, Mr.  Jackson  adds,  "  These  inatructious 
1  now  understand  by  your  letter,  as  well  aa  from 
the  obvlons  deduction  which  I  took  the  liberty 
of  makins  in  mine  of  the  llth  instant,  were  at 
the  time  m  substance  made  known  to  you ;  no 
stronger  illnstration,  therefore,  can  be  given  of 
the  deviation  from  them  whicn  occurred,  than 
by  a  reference  ta  tlie  terms  dtjtfir  agreemeat." 
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We  thus  find  the  Briddi  GoTemmentan  v^vj 
oocarioD,  mnd  tlirongh  everf  agent,  »«iigiiing 
the  violatjon  c€  iiutniotioBS,  and  the  want  OT 
anthoritj  in  Ur.  Enkine  to  ooDolnde  tlie  agrae- 
nwDt,  aa  the  mle  ground  of  the  diaawwal,  and 
TciTuig  on  that  gronnd,  and  no  other^to  diield 
them  from  the  charg«  of  parfldy.  With  this 
OTideDOe  before  oa;  with  tn«  admiiBOD  of  Mr. 
Jaoluon  "  that  die  inatraotioiu  were  not  made 
known  t'n  aztowo;"  with  the  oorraqrandence  of 
Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Enkine  showing  the  koowl* 
edge  fA  oor  adminiatration  of  the  instrootioDa  to 
Ur.  Erekiiie  and  of  the  grounda  of  the  disavow- 
ak  of  bis  arrangement  prior  to  the  anival  of  Ur. 
^B^Boa  in  the  United  States,  does  it  oonaiat 
with  candor  tsA  good  aenae ;  ia  it  not  a  palpa- 
ble TiolatMo  of  both,  10  to  torture  the  lans  ~ 
of  Mr.  Jac^acm  in  bit  letter  of  the  11th  ^ 
tober,  in  allaaon  to  the  drotunatanoee  which 
*'  ooold  onlj  lead  to  the  disavowal,"  and  to  tlie 
knowledge  of  them  by  our  adroinistrstion,  which 
preTent«d  Okeir  oomptaints  to  him  on  hia  arri- 
Tal,  aa  to  make  them  oonrey  an  idea  that  a  dia- 
tinot  and  diSbrent  ground  of  diaaTowal  existed 
than  that  wliich  hia  Qovenunent  and  hitnadf 
had  before  repeatedlr  assigned ;  to  impnte  tc 
him  the  insinoation  that  the  restricted  authori- 
ty' of  Mr.  Snkine  was  known  at  the  time  of 


known  in  «Kt«n«o,"  and  thus  to  fix  npon  him 
the  absurdity  of  contradiotiDg  himself  I 

Snch  constrnotiOQ,  and  snoh  an  impntatioD, 
In  raj  opinion,  is  at  war  with  every  taaxA.  rale 
of  oonstmctiiMi,  and  evetr  hontmible  prindple 
of  just  and  fiur  dealing.  It  is  worthy  the  obtM^ 
vation  of  those  gentlemen  who  so  clearly  see  an 
insult  in  this  letter  of  the  nth  of  Ootobar,  that 
they  liave  found  what  had  egoaped  the  jealone 
perspicacitv  of  Mr.  Smith,  and  the  patiant  re- 
search of  the  draoghter  of  the  resolatjon ;  since 
Mr.  Smith,  in  his  reply  of  the  18th  of  Ootobar, 

S'vesno  iDdmalioaof  aoy  thing  offen^re  in  t.hia 
tter,  and  the  reeolntion  oonfinee  the  insoldi^; 
idea  to  the  letter  of  the  asd  of  October.  We 
oome  now  to  the  letter  of  the  88d  of  October, 
in  which,  according  to  the  reaolnlitm,  ia  con- 
tained the  "  insolent  and  tndecorons'expreericMis, 
ooBveylng  the  idea  that  the  Execotiva  Govern- 
ment  of  th^  United  Btatea  had  a  knowledge  that 


ezw«Mion' 
leideacf  b< 


with  Uie  Government  of  the  United  Statea 
entered  into  withont  oolwetmt  power  <«  tiie 
part  of  Mr.  Erskine.''  The  of^nsive  idea  is 
said  to  be  found  in  the  following  part  of  Mr. 
Jackson's  letter :  "  I  have  no  hmatioD  in  in- 
forming jon  that  his  Mt^eety  wsa  jdeased  to 


violation  of  that  gentleman's  InstractioiiB,  and 
altogether  withont  authority  to  snbaoribe  to  the 
terms  of  it.  These  hiatraclions,  I  now  tmder- 
stand  by  yonr  letter,  as  well  as  from  the  obvions 
dednotion  which  I  took  the  liber^  of  ""^"g  in 
mine  of  the  11th  instant,  were  at  the  time  in 
nbsttnoe  made  loiown  to  yon ;  no  abxmger 
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illostntiixi,  therefore,  oaa  heaven  of  the  dail- 
ation  from  them  which  ocraned  tban  bj  i 
reference  to  the  tennH  of  toot  ifneoKDt' 
Tliwa  is  no  eqnivocalioo  in  this  langnsge.  Ht 
VKji  the  instniotions  were  made  known  iattA- 
liion  wbichfrom  itsverytena 
of  bting  made  known  in  hU 
it  is  trne,  as  Mr.  J.  heniO^ 
that  the  anbatanoe  <rf  Mr.  Enkine'a  iosnnc&oas 
were  made  known,  upears  from  Hi.  Bmith^ 
letter  of  the  19th  erf  Cmcber.  "  Certain  it  h 
tiiat  yoQT  predeceawir  did  present  for  my  mb- 
rideration  the  three  oonditioBS  which  new  t^ 
pear  in  the  printed  dootmient ;  thatbewud» 
posed  to  nrge  them  more  wan  the  natnn  of 
two  of  them  (both  palpably  inadiaiariUe,  lal 
one  t&  them  mere  than  mody  inadnuaBtils) 
oonld  permit,  and  that  on  finding  his  Snt  po- 
poaab  nnsnooeaafol,  the  mtve  reasonable  tttna 
comprised  In  the  arrangement  respectJna  Uw 
Order  in  Ooondl  were  adopted."  And  Ur- 
Enkine  himself  declared  to  lua  QovflnBce^ 
SOth<tf  April,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Jaeks(»  to  Ik 
Smith,  11th  tA  Octobo',  and  not  qnotiontd  bf 
him,  "  that  he  had  snhmitted  to  the  couden- 
tion  of  Mr.  Smith  the  three  oondi&His  raedfitd 
in  his  infltracUons;  aa  the  groondwoA  u  »  K- 
rangement,"  and  adds  the  reasons  whidi  ia- 
docedMr.  Smith  to  thmk"  that  others  migbt  be 
enbetitated  in  lien  <^  them."  These  enreHM 
of  Mr,  Jackson  are  nneqnivocal,  free  man  eb- 
BonritT,  and  cover  no  inirinution.  They  t«(t 
a  nn^  bet,  the  exlsteace  of  which  is  eNal^ 
edbytbelettenofMr.  ftnithhinwU.  ToSsd 
in  tliem  a  meaning  "  oonvBving  the  insolent  nd 
indeoorons  ide«  that  oor  Qovernmuit  bMv  of 
Mr.  Ek^fcine'B  restricted  authority,"  is  to  gin 
to  laognage  a  signification  different  from  tint 
heretofore  received,  and  to  exert  a  stiengtb  d 
.maginadon  to  wfaii^  I  have  no  pteC«tiwna 
Bnt  in  the  letter  of  Mr,  Jackson  of  NoTunbic 
4th,  is  said,  by  the  resoluticci,  to  be  tbcad  "Ibe 

"" ^  insolent  •ada£frontiog"repstitii»> 

iDBDoatifm.  In  ttke  oonehwon rfU 
letter  lb.  J.  complaliH,  not  intetnperately,  of  At 
liber^  Mr.  Bmith  clmnted  <tf  s^Ung  hisnmni 
"  irndevant  and  impnqver,"  a  freedtan  whiiA  I 
should  regret  to  bdieve  would  be  Josti^  Iv 
Seoretary's  idea*  of  deoomm.  Mr.  JsobM 
oondndea  In  the  worda  which  are  said  to  on- 
tain  tUa  cdbniive  i^ketitimi  of  the  ima^uT 
inralt:  "Ton  will  find  in  my  eorrencsidow 
with  you,  that  I  have  oanAiIly  evaded  diaw^ 
oopolodtaa  that  did  not  neeoosarily  follow  ft» 
the  premises  advanced  by  m^  and  least  of  * 
should  I  think  iA  uttering  an  indnnalito  who* 
'  was  unable  to  anbatantiate  a  &ct," 

If  Mr.  Jacksm  had  really  uttered  an  QdiMaa- 
ed  insinuation,  he  here  cert^nly  repeats  it,  b» 
cause  he  adheres  to 'all  he  had  before  said,  w 
retntcta  nottdng;  But  i^  as  I  believe^  b«  iM 
not  made  any  indnnationa,  but  had  direetly  *» 
obvions)*  referred  to  fbots  which  were  (U"' 
aAnitted  or  had  been  substantially  {Kerecl,  aw 
more  especially  as  he  has  not  anywhere  na* 
the  imiinnatiinn  ehai^ged,  **  t^n^  our  GoTcmntf* 


i.L.ooglc 


DEBATES  07  eONGBEBS. 


Jmrur,  1810.] 

vere  ftoqn^ted  with  Ur.  Enkine's  reetricted 
utliiHitT,"  the  ooDoIosioD  aMnui  to  be  irrMbt^ 
ibie,  thit  be  oould  not  bere  repeat  aa  inrinqit- 
ttoD  whicli  he  htA  not  previonalf  made,  Tbia 
uragrqihobvioiialy  meana  that  he  bad  abstained 
fitm  mch  an  intanvatiMi  bec&OBe  "  he  waa  nn- 
ible  to  inbetantUte  the  fact"  Nor  oan  T  oen- 
cdve  hair  this  declaration  could  be  offenuye  to 
Ur.  Smith,  nnleea  received  by  him  aa  preaenb- 
big  1  oantrast  to  bta  ovn  deportment,  in  which 
cme  be  owes  hia  feelings  to  bis  own  oonsdoiu 
HDtibilitf. 

Vera  it,  however,  otberwiEe,  and  i^  Instead 
of  tn  ititmvatim  so  hidden  Qiat  a  Secretary  of 
Btste  oaij  can  discover  it,  Mr.  Jachson  bad 
pren  a  direct  and  imeqniTocftl  Insnllii  the  Oon- 
gKsa  of  the  United  States  are  not  required 
ritber  bj  duty  or  poUcy  to  interffere.  The  eon- 
nitabm  has  wtsety  created  difibrent  branches 
of  the  Govenunent,  oommitted  to  «aoh  its  sepa- 
rate cares  and  dndee,  made  eaob  independent  of 
the  other,  intending  thereby  to  secure  the  sepa- 
nu  ddiberation  and  separate  reaponability  of 
neh.  To  attain  its  blesungs,  these  valnable 
sbjeets  of  tha  constitntioii  ought  not  to  be  de- 
f«Ued.  To  Ibe  President  alone  is  (pven  the 
pofw  to  receive  Uiniston  and  to  treat  with 
diem,  and  aa  in  tiie  oonrse  of  this  dnty  he  be- 
ODoes  personally  interested  in  the  deportment 
of  fareign  Ministers,  if  they  demean  themselvee 
iiveqKctfidly  towards  him,  he  is  clothed  with 
the  power  to  break  off  int«roonrae  with  them 
St  plessare,  and  so  &r  to  suspend  their  miniabe- 
risl  Ametions.  This  power  baa  been  repeatedly 
uodsed  by  our  PresideDts,  as  the  constitntioQ 
fatended  it  abonld  be,  upon  their  own  reaponei- 
Ulilj.  And  it  is  the  highest  policy  of  1^  Qov- 
cnmcot,  in  ordu-  to  obtain  the  advanta^  of 
the  free  Jndgment  and  decision  of  the  President, 
M  to  ooodaot  towards  him  Uiat  be  shoold  learn 
to  set  withont  fear  of  the  oensm«  of  Congress 
DD  the  one  band,  and  withont  any  hope  on  the 
ether,  that  thrir  ooant«iaitoe  shall  shelter  bis 
mettores  frtHn  somtiny.  This  policy,  and  the 
■Diet  inviolability  of  the  £iecnt]re  power  in 
lU  cases  of  treaty,  were  empbatioally  settled  in 
tJw  esse  of  Jay's  Treaty,  in  which  the  President, 
(■boN  ind^iendent  example  deeervea  more  re- 
•pect  than  it  has  met  ftom  nis  snooessocs),  stand- 
ug  upon  his  own  reqmmdlHlil;  rinsed  to  snb- 
nit  to  the  House  of  Kepresaktadves  any  papers 
i^stiDg  to  that  negotiatioii,  exoen>t  the  treaty 
■twit  Tet  if  tJie  plan  proposed  by  these  reeo- 
bUoDS be  adopted;  iif  we  by  formal  resolntiona 

rve  the  ocHidact  of  the  Prerident  in  an 
so  eidnrively  his  own,  as  that  of  the  mp- 
Ine  with  Mr.  Jai^son,  may  we  not  on  some 
tuiiat  ooeasioD,  as  observed  by  m^  honorable 
cellesgae,  (Mr.  Maooit,)  ol^m  the  right  of  oen- 
Rring  in  matters  equally  within  his  sole  and 

CUisr  province)  It,  then,  we  are  to  inter- 
irith  Executive  duties,  not  merely  as  syoo- 
pUats,  spplouding  his  every  act,  but  as  freemen 
condeoiiung  wfaat  we  do  not  ^^rove,  the  inev- 
itable ooneeqaenoe  must  be,  a  oonfiict  between 
the  Executive  nod  LegiaUtive  Dt^iartmenta,  in 
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which  the  wonnds  of  either  can  only  be  inflict- 
ed throngh  the  oonatdtntion;  or  (sn  issue  equally 
fatal)  the  advanta^  intended  to  be  derived 
from  separate  dehberation,  distinct  responea- 
bitity,  and  mutual  jealousy  and  watchMness  of  , 
the  separate  departments  disappear,  in  a  miser- 
able complaisance  of  acting  by  previous  con- 
cert, and  thus  proppii^  eaw  other  before  the 

The  qoestion  was  then  taken  on  postponement 
as  moved  by  Mr.  Gabdiioxb,  and  negatived 
withoDt  a  divinon. 

And  at  length,  at  half  past  five  o'dook,  tlie 
main  question  on  the  final  passage  of  the  res- 
olution was  taken  and  carried— yeas  73,  nays 
11,  aafollowa: 

Yus.— Leranal  J.  Aliton,  Wim«  Alrton,  jr.,  WE- 
liam  Andererai,  Eiekiel  Baoon,  David  Bard,  Borwell 
BuKte,  William  V.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  foowu, 
Bobert  B^awI^  VDliain  A.  Bniwdl,  Williua  Butlsr, 
JoKph  Ctlhoan,  Ilsttbew  Clay,  Howell  Cobb,  James 
Cochrati,  Jamas  Oa,  William  Crawlbid,  Kchaid 
Cntt;^  John  Dawson,  janph  Desha,  John  w.  Kpptt, 
William  Findli^,  JoDathsa  Fisk,  Hediaek  FtanUin, 
BanUlai  Gaonelt,  Gideca  Gardner,  Tliomat  Gbolson, 
jr.,  Peteisoa  Goodwyn,  Wniiam  Helms,  Jamas  Hol- 
Wd,  BeDJBDiin  Howard,  Jacob  Hnitr,  Robsrt  Jeo- 
kins,  Bicbard  M.  Johnson,   Xhomu  Kenan,  William 


rania,  Jtdm  Rhea  of  Teaaeisee,  Matthias  Rich  _  __, 
John  Soanc,  Enuto*  Boot,  John  Bou,  Ebeneier  Sage, 
ThoiDBg  Sammcoa,  EbencseC  Seaver,  Adam  Sejber^ 
Dennis  Smelt,  Jolin  Smilie,  Qeoi^  Smith,  Heniy 
Southard,  JcJm  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
Charlei  Tamer,  j.,  Robert  Weakley,  Bobert  White- 
hill,  and  Robert  Witliei^ioaD. 

Nats.— iWel  Blalidell,  James  Breekenridse,  John 
C.  ChaiobeilBin,  William  Chamberiin,  Epaphroditni 
Chun^OD,  Martin  Chittenden,  Samnel  W.  Dans, 
John  Davenport,  y^  WilUam  Ely,  Jams*  Emott, 
Bansit  Gardemer,  Thomas  B.  Gold,  WiUism  Hols, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Jonathan  H.  Hnbbaid,  Biohard 
Jackson,  Jr.,  Herman  Eniokecbaakar,  Joseph  Lewis, 
jr.,  Edward  St,  Loo  Livennore,  Bobert  Lo  80^  Liv- 
ingston, Nathaniel  Maoon,  Archibald  MoBiyds,  Jona- 
than O.  Moeely,  Jot.  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickmen, 
jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Eliiha  R.  Potter,  Jonah 
Qiuncy,  Bidiard  SUnford,  John  Stanley,  William 
Stedman,  James  Stephennn,  Lewis  B.  StoiBee, 
Jacob  Swoops,  Somnal  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallma^ 
JabM  Upham,  Eillian  ST  Tan  ReuMelaar,  Laban 
Whealon,  Eiekiel  Whibnan,  and  James  Wilson. 

[On  this  vote  were  absent  27  members,  viz: 
Messrs,  Gakpsbu.,  CtoproH,  Cook,*  Osibi, 
DmnnsQ,*  GoinaBOBonoH,  Gbat,  EimKB,  J. 
a.  JiOKeoH,  JoNis,  K«y,  Lton,*  MAriHSwa, 


MnxBR,  T.  MooBK,  Mumkibd,*  Nklsoit,  Rajs- 

DOLPH,^  Sawybe,  Shaw,  SatwFST,  J.  SmiA,  9. 
SioTH,  Troup,  Vau  Dtm,*   Van  SorfiA,  and 


Wtnn*;  of  whom  those  marked  {•)  have  not 
HH>eared  in  th^  seats  during  the  present  sea- 
son, and  those  in  italie  are  Imowo  to  be  absent 
from  the  city.] 
The  House  then  a4j°°™^  ^  *  V^*^^  "^ 
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fore  ux,  atiw  a  ModoD  of  ninetMn  honn,  dar- 
ing the  whole  of  wbioh  time  the  Speaker  pr»- 
■ided  in  the  Ohttir  with  dignity  and  moderatioD, 
to  Fridaj'  next 


Fbidat,  iMirarf  5. 

Another  member  to  wit,  from  Delaware, 
NiOEOLAs  Yak  Dtkc,  appeued,  and  took  his 
seat  in  the  House. 

Claiin  qfEUiaheA  BantOtoH, 

Ifr.  JoHNBOir,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Ham- 
ilton, reared  on  the  6th  ultimo;  which  was 
read,  aod  relbrred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
On  Wednesday  next.    The  report  ia  as  follows: 

ThM  it  11  itated  l?  tha  petitiaier,  tliBt  bir  Ute 
bnaband,  AJenndor  Hunilloa,  tarred  u  lianteoaiit 
ColoDel  in  tha  Aimj  of  th«  tJnlted  State*  ihaiag  tbt 
Bevtdntianuy  War;  that,  la  aoneaaa  iritfa  oOmt 
offioen  he  mi  aiitid«d  to  five  year*' foil  p^  u  eom- 
notatioD  for  half-pay  doling  lib ;  that  her  hnaband, 
baing  in  Congnaa  M  the  tima  Sm  TeaolntloD  pauad 
mpVing  this  pioTinoa  in  favw  of  Qxt  aSoert  of  the 
Rerdntion,  in  a  latter  to  tha  Seorvtaiy  al  War  he 
talinqnished  Iiil  cbum  to  commutation ;  and  the 
petitionai  praji  for  the  amonnt  of  wid  canuiiqtBtloD. 
It  doei  not  aj^ieai,  &om  any  evidanoa  frmn  the 
Sncretuy  oT  Wu  or  of  Om  TreaniiT,  that  the  late 
Colond  Hainiltaii  em  did  nlinqalih  Ua  lij^  to  half- 
pay  or  commntuian,  dot  can  the  oomndttaa  ba^Ta 
that  it  would  ba  proper  or  generooi  that  mch  relin- 
qniibinent  iboold  ba  relied  on  as  a  bar  to  a  jnit  claim 
vpon  the  Dnited  Statei  fbr  meritoiioiu  terrioeB 
against  the  i^Maentatiras  of  mish  olidmant  It  ^- 
pean,  from  a  latter  &om  tha  Saoretaiy  of  the  Treu- 
niy,  that  the  lata  Colonel  Hamilton  rae^ved  pay  aa 
an  officer  op  to  tha  end  of  Febiwy,  1763,  and  no 
later.  And  there  ii  no  evidenoa  npon  the  Treuory 
boc^  or  booka  of  tha  War  Office,  whether  at  thla  oi 
wbat  peiiod  Colonel  Hamilton  reidgned.  The  com- 
mittee, howerer,  have  been  ftunSied  with  a  doco- 
ment,  which  indiicea  flie  bahef  that  Ctdooel  Hamll- 
ton  did  not  reogn  Ui  commiidoa  nndl  after  the  28Ui 
day  ol  October,  1788,  vhioh  doonmeot  ia  in  tbaae 
weird*:  "In  pnifoanca  of  an  aetof  Coi^pvaaof  dka 
80th  day  of  Seplambar,  1768,  Uratanmnt  Colonel 
Hamilton  ii  to  take  rank  ai  Colonel  byderat,  in 
dieAimieaoftheUnitedStatet  of  America.  Signed 
at  Princaton,  October  28,  1788,  by  Diaa  BondJnot, 
Predden^*  Ac 

The  oommittee  are  d  (pinion,  that  the  rcaoh;tioa 
of  Ccngrau,  npon  a  liberal  conslnictiaD,  did  not  re- 

£'re  actnal  ferrice,  and  that  the  cttoar  ahould  b«  in 
leeetptofhiapaT  to  entitle  him  to  commntatian  ) 
hot  that  he  iboald  We  a  oonuniidiHi,  and  be  at  all 
timai  liable  to  be  adkd  «m  to  perform  the  dntie*  of 
U*  Matkw.  Tha  onnmittea  are  oonfirmed  in  thla 
i^nioD,  wiiai  tiiay  racdlect  the  tdtnatian  of  tha 
United  States  and  the  Anny  in  the  year  1T8S,  and 
in  &ct,  Qom  the  omtnre  of  C(»nwaIIii  and  hla  Army 
at  little  To^  in  the  State  of  TiimnU,  in  the  year 
1781.  Batthia  claim  ia,  like  all  otter  daima  of  thia 
deacriptiim,  baiT«d  by  Ae  ttatota  of  Emitation.  The 
following  reacdntimi  ia  offimd : 

Aeaabet^  That  the  p:q>«l  of  tha  patiHon  ou^^t  aot 
lobe  granted. 


UoHDAT,  Jannaiy  15. 

Two  members,  to  wit:   from  New  Ynt, 

Ouboom  S.  Mdmtobs,  and  from  'S.eaUiAj,  Hit- 

THEw  Lton,  appeared,  and  toA  their  NStsiii 

thoHonae, 

Tnm>.i.T,  January  16. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  South  Caro- 
lina, BioHi£sWTNV,appeared,andtookbi>Kat 
in  the  Hooae. 

WxinraasAT,  Jannai7  17. 
A  new  member,  to  wit,  Dirm  &.  Guuai^ 
retomed  to  serve  as  a  member  of  this  Emm 
for  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  the  place  of  TOsm 
Carey  Nicholas,  reeigned,  ^qipeared,  prodoMd 
his  oredoatiala,  was  qualified,  and  took  hia  waL 

WrDNMUT,  January  SI. 
Qffieen  of  tA«  BmtAviii». 

Mr.  Nkuok,  fhHn  the  oommittee  qtpnnted  a 
the  twenty-fourth  instant,  made  a  repwt  on  the 
•everal  petitions  of  the  snTviving  offioen  of  the 
late  Bevolntionary  Army ;  whioh  waa  tead,  tad 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  onUaiidiy 
neiL     The  reptwt  is  aa  follows: 

That,  by  a  reaolntian  of  Congnaa  of  Oie  lEth  of 
Hay,  17T8,  all  military  offlcera  who  tbea  wtR,' 
afaoold  thereafter  be,  in  the  aervica  of  tha  Umtad 
Stataa,  and  who  ahonld  oontinne  in  serrioe  dnriogtln 
war,  and  not  bold  any  office  of  prc£t  onder  tha  CnM 
Stalaa,  or  any  of  them,  ahonld,  aAer  the  Dmcluiin 
of  the  war,  ba  entitled  to  pecaiTo,  amniallj,  for  ll« 
term  of  aercn  yean,  if  they  shonld  hre  ao  long,  ma- 
half  of  the  then  pay  of  anch  officen:  prariM  tbat 
no  general  officer  of  the  cavaliy,  aitilleiy  at  inhitij, 
ahonld  ba  entitled  to  rec^re  more  than  the  ooaJialf 
part  of  the  pa;  of  a  ooload  of  anch  oorp^  rafcAo- 
ly ;  and,  pronded  that  tha  aud  reaolutiiB  ahonld  not 
extend  to  any  officer  in  the  ■ervio*  cf  ^  CiM 
Stataa,  nnlewhe  thonldhmve  taken  an  oathaf  AUb- 
gianoe,  and  ahonld  aataally  reaida  within  amt  oH 
.of  the  United  Stataa. 

That,  by  a  reaolntion  of  Congren  offiiaUAof 
Angnat,  1779,  It  waa  reaolTed  that  the  half-w  F>o- 
Tided  by  the  aforeaaid  reaolntion  of  tha  ISlh  of  Haft 
1778,  ahould  be  extended  to  continne  fw  lila. 

That,  bya  reaolntion  of  COTgreaa  of  the  Blitrf*- 
tober,  1780,  it  waa  provided  §iat  the  oflican  «bo 
dkonld  oootinDe  in  the  amrioe  to  the  md  aC  tht  nr 
ahonld  be  entitled  to  half-pay  during  life,  ta  a>n- 
menea  fnxa  the  time  of  thur  ledoclion. 

That,  by  a  leaohillon  of  Cong^  of  the  ITth  Ov 
of  JanoaiT,  1781,  all  offioere  in  tha  ho^lal  d^K- 
ment,  and  medieal  etafl|  thereinafter  meutiuied,  wte 
ahonld  contiinie  in  aerrice  until  the  end  <£  the  ni^ 
or  be  reduced  betbre  that  time  aa  ropemmi>eran(*r 
ahonld  ba  andded  to  reoaire  during  life,  in  lien  cf 
half-pay,  tiie  followiiig  tJlowancea,  vii :  The  dinctct 
ofthahoraital,eqtia]tothe  half-pay  of  a  lientaaut- 
oolonel ;  chief  phyddan  and  amgeonacfAe  irdjIh 
ho^dtal,  aod  hoa^lal  pbytiaiana  and  aatgeom,  ^ 
Teyor,  i^othecaiy,  and  le^moital  aoigecna,  ml 
equal  to  thabalf-p^  gf  acaptain. 

That,  by  a  reaolnUoD  of  CoaigraM  of  the  2!d  daf 
of  March,  17S8,  It  waa  prarided  that  nch  offiodn  at 
wen  thui  in  aarvioa,  and  dioidd  oonthme  thetan 
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ntfltbeaidtf  tlwmr,  iboold  b«  mlitled  to  no 
du  lanmit  of  fire  yua^  fnll  paj  tn  mawgi,  or  m 
liliBi  CO  intnMt  M  lix  par  Dsatnm  per  annmn, 
Coi^raB  ihoiild  find  mort  oointiiieDt,  Initemd  of  It 


hmlf- 


-?•? 


foriifg  b 


&»  ntoladoa  oT  the 


ilrt  day  of  October,  1760;  Ott  uid  •ecoritjei  being 
■adi  ai  ibonld  be  gives  to  tha  other  erediton  ^ 
Ob  Daitad  States:  provided  it  ihoold  be  at  tlie  op- 
tun  of  the  linei  of  the  req>eotiTe  State*  and  not  of 
etteen  ladiriAatilj  id  tlioee  lines,  to  aooept  or  refiue 
dM  mme ;  and  proridcd,  alao,  that  their  election 
Anild  be  ligidEed  to  CongreH,  throng  the  CcmmaDd* 
n'-JB-Chie^  bom  thelineaouderhii  imiuMiiate  com- 
mukd,  within  two  months,  and  thnrogb  the  oomnumd- 
iag  officer  of  the  Sonthem  Army,  from  those  under 


That  the  nme  omnnnitBtion  shonid  extend  toths 

caps  not  beldoging  to  the  lines  of  aoj  pardcnlai' 
9bd^  and  wbo  were  entitled  to  halT-paj  as  afbiMaJd : 
the  aceqitanoe  car  refosal  to  be  determined  bj  the 

wiuns  the  nune  timc^  as  abore  mentioued ;  that  all 
offima  beloo^ng  to  the  hos^tal  department,  who  are 
enlitkd  to  half-far  bj  the  rekdntion  of  tho  ITth  of 
Jtamr,  1761,  n^it  eolhctiTely  agree  to  seoept  en 
iribss  the  afonsHd  commntatico,  iSgiuMagtiit  game 
Ihroi^  the  Commander-in-Chic^withfiiiismoathi; 
Ait  mi^  offioers  as  had  letlted  at  dlAmit  period* 
miilad  to  half-pa;  Ibr  Ufa,  miriit,  ooU«etiT«l7,  in 
aadi  State  of  which  tbey  are  inEalntant^  aoa^  or 
isAue  the  same ;  their  acceptance  or  refiual  to  be 
■gcified  bjaccnts  aothoriied  lor  that  purpose,  within 
■xmontlu;  that  with  leapect  to  noh  reding  oflcen, 
tic  conunntation,  if  aocepted  by  them,  sbonld  be  in 
lin  of  vbaterer  might  be  then  dne  to  them  dnce 
Os  thse  of  their  retiring  Item  serrice,  as  wall  a« 
wbtt  might  thereafter  baoome  doe;  and  that  assoon 
is  duii  •coc^t'BM  should  be  rigdfled,  the  Siverin- 
manoe  dionld  be,  and  he  was  diarebj, 
>  take  measores  fat  the  sstdemant  of 
to  aoeoidin^y,  and  to  issue  to  them  oei^ 
'og  interest  at  u  per  oent.;  that  all  oCB- 
lo  half-p^  fbr  Hfh,  not  |~-V"<-H  in  the 
pcoediiig  lescJation,  might,  also,  odketiTely,  agivo 
iDiM^t  orrrfbie  the  afbresaid  oommntaiion,  s^ni- 


The  petitjonen  state,  and  the  flut  is  of  too  genera] 
■ntorie^  to  be  dupnted,  that  although  thaj  oonfi- 
dcs^r  e^eoted,  at  the  thae  dwy  were  compelled 
ban  imperiow  iwaesiHy  to  acoept  the  stun  In 
pass  in  )imoflMlf-f«r  fbr  UA,  Oat  It  voold  be  paid 
to  them  in  reafi^,  aadnotb;  afresh  promiiewithoat 
Dy  ndScieat  gnaranlae  ttt  ft*  doe  performanoe,  yet 
mj  wen  oompdled  to  reosiTe  oertificatee,  which,  for 
want  of  any  tpec^  proriiion  for  the  payment  t/ 
Aon,  or  toe  interest  accraing  on  them,  wer«  hnme- 
CalEly  defndated  to  Gt«  for  one,  and,  by  degrees,  to 
Ik  far  one,  in  aiidange  for  numey.  They  ibeiabte 
fi^that  half-p^  for  life,  lo 


a  stipnlation 


isto  with  them  by  Congress,  by  the  lesolotioas  before 
lAnedto;  deducting  thsmfrom  the  fire  yoai^  fnll 
p^  luxiied  iy  them  in  depredated  psjMr,  by  way  <d 

It  is  wen  knowD  to  yonr  oommitCee,  and  to  the 
whole  Dition,  that  die  far  greater  part  oTtbe  officers 
were  compiled  by  hard  neoesn^  to  dispose  of  their 
canmoistioa  certificalea  at  fncM  Infinitely  betow 


mt ;  that  Uiis  did  pot  prooaed  finm 
want  of  patriodBn,  of  wUch  Oner  bad  beforehand 
given  pn^  most  meqiiii'ooal.arofwant  of  oon£dence 
in  Ifanr  Goreimnent ;  but  that,  after  baring  nent 
the  vigor  of  their  manhood  in  the  sartioe  of  uielr 
conntry,  th^  retnrsed  to  the  walks  of  civil  UTe, 
(many  of  them  it'^''"-^)  and  scaroely  able  to  halt 
alon^,)  ignorant  of  what  was  passing  or  likely  to 
pass  m  theooimcils  of  their  ootmliyi  the  griping  hand 
of  poverty  bote  hard  Qpan  them  ;  and,  tmacqnainted 
■s  they  necessarily  were  with  civil  tSbin,  they  fell 
an  ea^  prey  to  the  wQes  of  the  artfdl  and  Insidious 
speonlator,  who  was  lying  in  wait  to  fatten  upon  their 
hard  earnings.  Under  dicnmstances  like  these,  it 
would  have  been  itrauge  indeed,  If  they  bad  k«iit 
their  oeitifioatse  in  tfaeir  pooketsL  Ho,  the  tUi^  wa* 
ImpraoticabU ;  go  they  mna^  fbr  whatever  they 
wcndd  brini^  anibe  the  eoaseqneneei  whalaverttwy 

Upon  the  whole,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
the  oontraot  entered  into  by  Congress  with  the  offloen 
cf  the  late  RevohtOimary  Anny,  for  glTing  them  half- 

Cy  br  life,  ha*  not  been  mbstantially  complied  with 
t^  Oorernmsnt      They,  therelbre,  reoommend 


FaiDiLT,  Febrnary  B. 
Sebtrt  FuUw  <md  Ibrptdoa. 
The   fcdlowing  ]ett«r  was  laid  befor«  the 
Eoqm: 

«  EaiABAMA,  FOruarf  9,  IBIO. 
"  Sn  :  Having  pnldiihed  a  pam^det  explaining 
my  expeiienoe  on  the  practice  and  effuti  of  tor- 
pedoei^  Ibeg leave  to  preeent  yon,  and  each  m«mber 
id  the  HoDso  of  Representatives,  one  ooot.  Shonid 
the  Bonee  consider  this  tobject  of  nffldent  Interest 
to  merit  ftirther  eiplanatloD,  I  ihall  be  happy  to  give 
a  lectnm  at  inch  time  and  plaoe  as  may  be  moat  con- 
venient, in  which  I  win  exhibit  the  vuiona  mode*  of 
attack  with  torpedoes  and  haqNxm  gmi^  ai  prepamd 
for  action,  with  soch  models  and  Mmonstraliui*  at 
wfll  lead  to  aclear  nndentandingcf  tbeml^ect 
"  I  hava  ttie  honor  to  be,  ko., 

"  ROBERT  FULTOa 
■<  Hon.  SrmAMM^  Bant  ^Bept.' 
Leave  was  given  to  present  tlie  pamphlets 
meutioned  in  &»  above  letter,  as  reqitested. 
Saxigation  of  tKa  Mobile. 
The  foUowing  Uesaage  was  received  from  tha 
PszamxHT  OF  the  Unrso  Btatbb  : 

Te  lis  Haim  cf  AtpresenWiHt  tfOit  UmiKt  SlaUt  t 
I  bansmit  to  the  HonM  a  Kport  oT  Ae  Secretair 
a{  State,  complying  with  their  resolatioD  of  the  33d 
of  Janoary.  JAMES  UADISOK 

FxBanAMrS,  1610. 

DxpumoT  Stati,  JW.  8,  1810. 
The  S«ct«tai7  of  State,  to  whom  the  Pnndent  haa 
been  pleased  to  refbr  the  resolntion  of  the  House  of 
Repieeentadves  of  the  22d  ^  laat  montii,  has  the 
honor  to  state  that  it  appean  tnaa  the  records  hi  dii* 
department,  that  in  Uw  years  1801  and  1803,  the 
Executive  had  endeavored  to  oblaizi,  fbr  the  dtiiens 
ut  the  Ucdted  Statee  residing  on  the  wal«n  of  Tom- 
trigbee  and  Alabama  rivers,  the  free  navigation  of  the 
Mobile  river  to  its  confluence  with  the  ocean — fin^ 


i.L.ooglc       _ 


ABBIDaMBNT  OP  THE 


[Fs^nur,  1810, 


tloood  bj  £•  «n*nl  twiso^N  of  tfaalaw  t/nat 


I^  endeBvering  to  poralun  tlM  oomitiT  hald  b;  1 
on  tha  HoUla. 

Tbete  efbfti  mn  nad»  Mbie  it  wm  known  dut 
Spain  hid  cedad  Looidaiu  to  Fnnoo,  wd  ooi 

SMDtU  bt&n  the  pDTcbua  of  that  pnmnce  bj 
nitedStatca.    Siooe  that  pmebata,  tha  oonntiy  held 
S'  Sp^  on  thaMolulahatbeanelaimedaibauiglii- 
advd  tbainn. 

TtM  Spaniih  OvnmnnDt,  harii^;  oljected  U 
daim  in  a  maniMr  which  Jiutiflad  •  be&sf  that  tha 
qoestion  would  not  ba  aoon  dacided,  am  ICnutcr 


jetty  the  propria^  and  naoaai^  of  ginng  acdan  to 
nil  oSmts  not  to  intempt  the  ft«a  oommnnicaticai 
wiA  OUT  TanilDiiei  thnin^  the  walwf  of  tb«  Mobile, 
la  addilJon  to  what  hai  bem  done  dmngh  Ihia  de- 
paitmant,  it  appeal*  that  Iht  Qoremoi  ot  tha  Or- 
feana  Tembn7,  and  other  offioen  of  the  United 
States,  han  endaaTored  to  indnoe  the  Spaniih  av- 
thoritiei  an  the  Habile  to  abstain  from  ezaoting  da- 
tie*  lui  the  pasiaee  of  oar  merchandiM  a  prodnoe  np 
or  down  that  riTSt.  Notiritlutanding,  howBTer, 
avtTj  thing  which  haa  been  done.  It  I*  nndsntood 
that  these  authorities  hare  cootinued  to  exact  (with 
Di)  a  doty  of  twdre  per 


cent,  "on  aU  artjolas  of  the  _ 
of  the  TJi^tad  Statu,  whidi  are  ooamred  throu^  lud 
rivH' to  and  frnn  the  city  oT  New  Orleans.* 
All  which  is  iweotftdly  mbmittBd. 

&  SMITH. 

H0VD1.T,  February  IS, 
Torptd/M. 

Ur.  Dawbok. — On  taeBrinB  the  Journal  read, 
I  find  tbM  (m  last  Friday  a  letter  was  reoeived 
by  the  Speaker  fWnn  Ur.  Fulton.  What  merit 
is  doe  to  his  inveotioD  I  will  not  pretend  to 
My ;  bot  I  know  Mr.  Fnlton  to  be  s  man  of 
soieDoe  and  siiooeesftil  ezpetiment ;  of  which  he 
has  given  proo^  both  in  Europe  and  this  oonii- 
tiy.  It  seenis  to  me  that  some  atteotjon  ought 
to  Iw  paid  to  hia  oommnnloatian.  I  therefore 
move  ^on  that  his  letter  be  referred  to  a  seleot 
oommittee, 

Ur.  Dawsor'b  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  a 
oommittee  appointed,  ooowatiiig  of  Messrs. 
lUwBox,  Tatlob  and  Baooit. 

Wkdkbbdat,  Febmary  M, 

lb.  Dawbos  made  the  following  repwt : 
The  eomii^ttea  to  whom  was  nfured  a  letterftom 
Bobart  Polton  to  the  Speakar  cf  tha  HoQsa  ofRepre- 

tentstiTB^  dated  On  ttie  9th  Instant,  bag  lean  lo  re- 
port, in  part,  that  at  Odr  nqoast  Mr.  Fulton  attend- 
ed tire  committee  on  this  momli^,  and  explained  to 
thecD  hia  news  of  Iha  uses  and  effects  of  torpedoes, 
on  whioh  the  committee  forbear  to  give  an  opinion, 
and  oGfer  the  following  resoln^Dn  : 

BtMolBtd,  That,  when  the  Hooie  shall  arUmm  on 
Fridi^  nax^  it  will  a^jouni  to  meet  on  Monday ;  and 
Oat  Mr.  Fulton  have  the  use  of  this  Hall  co  Sator- 


on  thalr  pmciice  and  ntilil;. 

Mr.  Rhsi.  moved  to  recommit  the  report  to 
the  oommittee  wbo  reported  it,  with  a  view  to 
obtaining  a  report  on  tiie  merits  of  it— Votioa 
negativM. 

Mr.  Lttzbhosi  oaUed  fbr  a  diviaoarftbs 
resolution  reported  by  the  committer  k  la  lo 
take  a  qneetion  separately  on  the  vonia,  "  St- 
mlttd,  That,  when  the  Honae  ahall  s^imin,  it 
aiUonra  to  meet  on  Monday." 

The  question  on  this  part  of  the  resolnticai 
wu  decMied  by  yea*  and  nars — jtu  W,  oayt  St. 

Mr.  LivKsiioBi  moved  to  postpone  the  tai- 
ther  ooodderatiMt  of  the  aulject  indeflnltdf . 

A  deenllory  de1>at«  took  place  on  tbew  n- 
rions  qneatlons.    It  wu  said  that  the  HsU  ti 


at  this  tim«,  lo  appn^riatA  It  to  the  parpoae  of 
experimental  leotnrea,  wonld  affi>rd  a  preceded 
which  would  be  LqjariooB ;  that  SQcn  a  nuai- 
nre,  if  admissible  U  all,  should  not  be  tskto 
nnlem  the  Honae  were  ooorinoed  of  tha  jna- 
ticabilit^  of  tbe  system  pnH>oeed  to  be  illuUnt- 
ed,  because  it  woold  hold  out  the  idea  Ibit 
the  BouM  of  RmresentatiTea  had  sanetii»ed  it. 
It  was  also  said  that  this  system  oonld  qidia 
as  oonveQientlf  be  t1]nstrat«d  in  me  rf  ^ 
other  apartmeote  of  tlieOapitot,  without  tpnad- 
log  on  the  Jonm&U  a  formal  record  aQowiPg 
Mr.  Fnlton  the  ose  of  this  Honse.  In  n^j,  K 
was  aud,  that  thia  was  an  invention  which  pna- 
ised  to  be  of  great  pnblio  utility,  and  it  wu 
bnt  reasonable,  as  Ibe  inventor  wss  knowi  to 
be  «  soientifio  man,  that  be  should  have  antq^- 
portnnitv  of  demonstratiDg  Its  effleai?,  wmd 
be  has  offered  his  servioee  for  that  pmpMe.  If 
it  saooeeded,  it  might  be  a  saving  <tf  mai^ 
loilliona  to  the  United  States ;  and  if  it  Med, 
the  House  wonld^  by  paying  attrition  to  it, 
have  shown  their  disposition  to  Hieonnge 
science.  The  argtunent  a«dnst  the  report  t' 
the  oommittee,  that  thia  Hall  was  exctbsrrdj 
devoted  to  le^slation,  it  was  said,  wonld  op«^ 
ste  with  equal  force  ag^nrt  pennittiog  Divtu 
service  to  be  performed  there  on  Snndaja. 
'  Before  any  qnettion  was  taken  on  the  Utter 
daoBe  of  tbe  r^ort  of  thaccsnmittee,  theHoon 
at^onmed. 

Tbuii8D«t,  Febroaiy  IS. 
Torptioti. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  BnxwuL,  thit 
the  nnflniahed  business  of  yesterday  do  H«  on 
the  table;  and  the  qneetion  bung  takoi  tb«e- 
onjt  was  determined  in  the  negatire. 

The  Hoose  then  reetimed  tJie  oondderalioeM 
the  said  nnflnished  business  and  the  qnt^ion 
recurring  on  the  modon  to  postpone  indeSnitalf 
the  farther  consideration  of  the  seoond  member 
of  the  resolution,  Mr.  Spuzeb  decided  thst  Oa 
said  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  was,  at  the 
time  the  same  was  nnder  oonuderation,  out  of 
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•Btmt  Iff  lit  UaiUJ  Bi 


i.  motkni  was  tben  nude  bj  Mr.  RgsB,  to 
awiid  tba  nid  rawlntion  by  striking  oat  the 
wordi,  iiUttrmg  a  Uetvrt  en,  for  the  pnrpoee 
of  inssrtiiw  the  word  expCainhiff.  And  the 
g  t&ken  ^erecM,  it  WM  reaolred  in 


ihstffin] 


Th«  qnntion  was  then  taken  opoa  oononrring 
in  the  wcond  aod  last  member  <^  the  laid  reao- 
Intioii,  and  detennhied  in  the  negative — feas 

es,  DijB  61. 

Od  motion  of  Ur.  Tboitf,  the  onestion  waa 
tbea  itited  on  ooiunuriog  in  tne  firat  and 
neond  membera  of  the  aaia  reeolation ;  when 
ICr.  Biuzn  decided  that,  a  qnution  being 
dvided,  one  p4rt  affirmed  and  the  other  re- 
jected, a  qiwelKHt  cannot  be  pnt  upon  the  whole 
rf  the  reeolation  aa  origiaaUj-  propoeed.  From 
which  deiMon  of  the  chair,  an  appeal  wbb  made 
to  the  Hooae  hj  Ur.  Tsoin-,  and  being  eeconded, 
the  qaeation  waa  taken,  "  le  the  deciaion  of  the 
Ohiir  correct  f"  and  resolved  In  the  affirmative 
-jeee  Tfl,  naya  31. 

Fbiiut,  Fetnoary  IS. 

The  House  resolved  itaelf  into  a  Oommittee 
cf  the  Vhde  on  the  nport  of  the  Committee  of 
CItinm  on  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Hamilton, 
videv  o[  Alexander  Hamilton,  praying  for  th; 
canpraaatiui  due  to  her  deceased  hoaband. 

Wut  report  is  one  of  the  olaa*  of  thoae  favor- 
ihletotbe  psreiBof  the,p«titioneraongroandB 
ef  tqai^,  hot  deolaiinr,  Secaose  they  are  barred 
bf  tbe  etatnte  of  timitationa,  tliBt  they,  therfr- 
fet.  ought  not  to  be  granted.] 

Tlie  leeolntion  reported  by  the  Oommittee  of 
CUimi  is  as  follows : 

'BmlMd,  That  tiiepr^waf  tiupetitioDeroti^t 
■ot  to  ba  gnnled." 

The  report  waa  ramKHied  hy  Ueasra.  tfonr- 
eoHni,  V  AssuM,  Ezuie,  and  Baook,  on  the 
pouod  that  the  late  Qeneral  Hamilton  had  no 
^lim  on  the  Qovemment  nnder  the  resotn- 
tieniofthe  old  Congresa;  beoanse  hewa^  on 
tbe  ifith  of  November,  17B2,  a  delegate  in 
Congress,  and,  by  the  6Ui  article  of  the  Con- 
ftdnadon,  inoapable  of  holding  at  the  aarae 
fime,  a  military  commisuon.  Be  waa  in  that 
Cn^ms,  a  member  (if  not  the  ahurmaii^  of 
tbe  oommittee  which  reported  the  reaoIaQona 
nder  which  hia  heirs  are  now  aaid  to  be  en- 
tilled  to  oonpeoaatiMi.  Had  no  etatnte  of 
Saitationi  ever  been  pasaed,  therefore,  it  waa 
wd  that  G«iieral  Hamilton  or  hie  beira  had  no 
diim  OD  the  Government;  beoanse  in  aooept- 

iiigaMntinr  ■    ■    ■ 

hii  Dommiasi< 
The  case  might  be  a  hard  one ;  bnt  there  were 
hnadreda  of  oaaea  at  leaat  eqoalty  so,  aod  casea 
too  in  which  tbe  sufferers  hitd  not,  aa  General 
Hamilton  had,  anhsaqoently  ei^oyed  lucrative 
flaploymenta  by  tbe  bvor  d  ma  oonntiT.  It 
TO  tud  that  Congresa  oo^t  to  be  just  before 
tkey  were  generoDg.  Before  they  granted  a 
diuB  of  tfaia  donbtfnl  oliaracter,  infinenoed  by 


who  d^v  begged  4rf  uem  for  a  pittance  of 
bread,  whose    olums  were    eqnally  just  and 
whoee  necessities  were  mnch  more  presaing. 
'    Mr,  BoiD  spoke  in  flivor  of  the  report  of  ths 
oommittee.     Either  tbe  statute  of  limitations 

was  JDSt  01  it  WBH  QpjuSt.      If  DiJlJSt,  it  ooght 

to  be  repealed ;  if  Jnet,  Congress  ooght  to  be 
oarefnl  how  they  made  ezoeptlonB  in  favor  of 
partionlar  claims. 

Meeer&  Joehboh  Oholboil  Di.waoK,  Bhiv- 
TXT,  QoLD,  KxT,  FrrKUt  and  OAsnnmB,  op- 
posed the  report  of  the  committee.  It  waa  aud 
that  General  Hamilton's  having  reoeived  ft 
brevet  commisdon  at  the  close  of  the  war  was 
evidence  of  hia  having  been  considered  in  Ber- 
vioe  ontJl  the  end  of  tbe  war ;  for  unless  ha 
had,  sQch  a  oommiaaion  could  not  have  been 
Iwned  to  him.  But  a  abort  time  before  the 
peace,  he  was  seen  at  the  bead  of  his  regiment 
gallantly  atorming  a  redoubt  at  the  siege  of 
Tofk^  utd  oontritated  not  a  little  to  the  cap- 
ture of  OomwaUls  and  his  army.  By  aooepttng 
a  aeat  in  Congress  he  did  not  resign  his  com- 
mission, bnthdd  himself  liable  to  be  called  into 
service  at  any  time,  if  neoeasary.  Bnt  if  he 
had,  from  the  best  of  motives,  accepted  a  aeat 
in  Congress,  and  thereby  resigned  bis  oommis- 
uon,  it  was  said  tliat  hia  heirs  ought  not,  there- 
fore, to  be  deprived  of  tbe  compensation  equit- 
ably due  to  him,  Consreea  bad  eiteodedthe 
hand  of  relief  to  the  oaogbtera  of  Connt  de 
Grosse,  who  bad  no  shadow  of  a  legal  claim ; 
but  titeir  &ther  had  aaaiated  by  aea,  aa  OuienJ 
Hamilton  did  on  die  load,  at  tlte  o^ttore  <rf 
Oomwallia:  th^  were  in  this  connto?  In  dis- 
treaa,  aud  Oongreaa  had  relieved  them.  Slwold 
the  same  relief  i>e  denied  to  the  representatives 
ot  a  dtlcen  who  had  served  dut^g  the  war, 
and  whose  legal  olwm,  if  barred  at  all,  (except 
by  the  ststote  of  limitations,)  was  only  barred 
by  his  zeal  in  the  eervioe  of  bis  eountiT,  which 
prompted  him  to  accept  a  seat  in  dongreesf 
The  statute  of  limitations,  it  was  said,  was  never 
intraided  to  bar  Congrees  from  disohar^ng  a 


Inst  claim,  but  merdy  to  prevent  tbe  scconut- 
ing  oSoers  of  the  !^eaaniT  from  allowing  all 
the  old,  and  perh^«  frandolent  claims  which 


gentleman  who  spoke,  dwelt  open  the  obduracy 
of  heart  and  Iqjustioe,  aa  It  was  termed,  whidi 
could  refbse  to  tlie  claim  (tf  the  wa>wMn 


-,  the  o 


conotry. 

Before  the  question  was  taken  on  the  report, 
the  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  ana  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  anin. 

And  the  Honse  aqjonrned  to  Monday. 

MoirsAT,  Febrnaiy  IB. 
Bank  of  On  Vnttad  StaUt. 


.,L-ooglc 


ABKIDGHENT  or  THE 


.B.) 


memoriil  of  the  Btookbolden  ot  the  Bank  of 
the  TToited  States,  mode  a  report  thereon; 
wblcb  was  read,  uid  referred  to  a  Oommittee  of 
tike  Whole  to-morrow.  The  report  ig  as  follows: 
That  in  prDoeedii^  to  At  oomideratioii  of  tfas  uid 
petition,  jnnii  oommittoa  inabrraled  tlidr  diainiura  to 
■ddnna)sttartotli«Secntai7«ftb«Tt«anu7,  re- 
qDMting  him  to  fimMi  Midi  infonaatiOD  or  obMrm- 
tions  •«  he  mi^t  dunk  fnpa,  in  ralatloa  to  tin 
anlnwjt-inattcr  Osno^  at  oooDMled  witii  the  finannial 
uid  comniBniUl  intaroati  of  the  Ualttd  Statea.  bi 
nply  to  which,  the  Seentaiy,  bj  hb  ktWr  to  the 
ohabman,  refiiiTad  7«ar  oommiUaa  to  hii  faaan  le- 
poit  on  the  aald  Rtt^iect,  nuA  to  tbg  Senata  of  the 
United  Stttai,  In  obedieooa  to  the  cairn  of  that 

Tout  comroittM  hava  been  attended  by  agenla  of 
the  petitionens  who,  In  addition  to  tl>s  inatten  con- 
talnad  in  the  petition,  have  niQ^eited  to  jmiT  com- 
mittae  that  Oie  object  of  the  petitionen  wai  to  obtain 
the  renewal  of  th«  charter  b  iti  pnaent  form  ;  that, 
for  Ihi*  renewal,  the  bulk  il  wiDing  to  make  com. 
poniatios,  either  by  loana  at  a  rate  of  Interett,  or  1^ 
a  aom  of  mom;  to  be  agreed  iq>on,  or  bj  an  Iiunaie 
of  the  capital  «t««k,  by  a  nmnbar  «f  aharea  to  be 
taken  and  nibaaribed  fbr  by  the  United  Statea,  to  an 
antonot  adentte  to  ttie  Mnpaualian  to  b«  agreed 
•pm  fiir  aBcdi  lanawaL 

Tbeaa  agent*  alio  nggaitad  that  they  were  (Uly 
aodioriied  and  empowerM  to  oOhr  and  oonclnda  the 
lamu  ipecifleally  coraieotod  with  theae  propoiitioaa. 

Your  conmittae,  not  fMlns  theainlve*  aothoiiied 
to  eater  into  noh  temia,  and  judging  that  tlu  ei- 
tant  of  tboee  proporitioiu  wonld  better  apply  to  the 
detail!  of  a  bul,  Uian  to  the  adoption  <^  a  principle 
to  be  fint  tattled  by  the  Eooae,  hare,  thsrtf(H«  for- 
bone  to  in^re  into  the  extant  of  the  propodtioaa, 
and,  witiiodt  eiptearii^  an  apprabation  or  rqection 
of  theea  r^mt,  or  ^ring  an  opinion  aa  to  Me  plan 
andieaioningDf  tbeSamalaijoftbeTnanuy,  yonr 
oonmlttee  In  order  that  thaoplnloiiaf  thaBoDieon 
thia  graat  national  qaeMum  m^  be  deolaiad  pnriaiia 
to  entering  into  dw  details  oowieeted  with  the  anb- 
jeot,  rectanmend  the  ibllowii^  MNlotion : 

Jtaahtd,  Jbtt  It  la  praper  to  make  provision  tat 
oontiODing  the  eatabliahinent  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Statea,  with  adon  of  duooont  ud  deposit, 
mider  dw  Tsgnlationa  neceeaary  for  the  beDsficIi] 
adminiatratiim  of  the  nstiooal  finutcea,  dnring  moh 
tima,  and  on  Mch  conditioiu,  u  may  be  defined  by  law. 

Wii»nsi>AT,  Feb.  88. 
Amef/  Da/rdin. 

Tix.  Obolboh,  from  the  committee  i^ipointed 
on  the  seventh  of  December  last,  on  the  petition 
of  Amey  Dardin,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  Friday  nest. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  petitioner  dalmi  oompentatiw]  for  a  itnd- 
horae,  known  by  the  name  of  Romula^  taken  ftom  her 
hnsband,  David  Dardin,  Lo  the  year  ITSl,  fbr  the  use 
cf  the  ann J  cf  the  United  Statsi.  It  appeantiiatthe 
Bid  hone  was  impieased  ftom  David  Dardin  for  the 
pnblio  asrvtoe  by  Lleatenant  Rndder,  a  Continantal 
officer,  on  the  SSth  of  Febroary,  in  tin  year  afonaaid, 
and  waatben  vahiedattheniDiof£7fi0if)ecie.  The 
hofaa  was  taken  to  Iha  anny  in  North  Caiolina,  then 


of  the  vahiatiaa,  odered  d 
agun,  which  T^nation  was  soil  ugaerntsntMtnt; 
irtiereiraoo  Oeneral  Qieene  oadeied  AehotMle  be 
letnned  to  hia  former  owner^wbo  ealM  nfta  tlmt 
petsoni  to  sscertaio  the  damage*  uitaiDsd  by  da 
osB  of  hi*  horse,  and  they  estimated  the  damage*  U 
XIOO.  The  said  Dardin  then  rwMlved  the  horn  u 
his  proper^,  and  continned  to  use  him  a>  nch  mtil 
the  18th  JnlV,  IT8I,  whan  another  Conlincmal  A 
car  again  tow  tbe  horse  and  gave  a  reoopl  tn  Uai, 
whetfdn  the  som  of  £TSO  is  msniioned  aa  twrhif  beaa 
befbre  stated  as  the  sppraiaed  valoa.  TUa  nrondoia 
attlaoted  tiie  atHntioa  of  dw  Exeootiva  of  Tiq^ 
and  in  Deoember,  1T8S,  Beiwunin  Haniaoa,  Ota 
GovemOT,  made  a  ropreaentaann  to  Qownl  (hsu* 


reqieottng  thl*  sntiject ;  but  the  haras  belag  liy  Ha 
time  in  ttie  Stale  of  Geotg^  and  ap^jad  to  dta  sib- 
lie  ierrice,  was  continned  ttwrain,  finally  Byaai  d. 


and  never  thereafter  letomed  to  the  t^  owdk.  1 
also  ^ipeais  that  this  claim  of  Dardin  wu  nftmd  ts 
the  Viiginla  Auembly  in  1783  by  the  conrtof  Uok- 
llnbnrg  coon^  ;  and,  in  a  former  rvport  it  I>  iWei, 
and  belieled  to  be  tnw,  that  Dardin  aeccadili^  pe- 
titioned tin  Legidatnre  of  that  State;  bat  hiadda 
beiu  oonaidend  aa  ooming  mOTe  propei^  agnait 
Oie  Unioai  than  a^ainat  any  partkolar  State,  ts 
did  not  twceed.  He,  or  the  premt  pstitiiDv, 
waa  then  advised  that  redden  mi^t  be  obtaind 
agalnat  the  offioert  who  took  the  horse,  and  a  aoit  *■■ 
institnted  In  the  High  Court  of  Chanoeiy  of  Tn^nli 
for  that  purpose,  which  salt  was  depending  tbinAi 
until  the  mcntii  tk  Jnne  1798,  when  it  ^ipeait  to  tun 
been  abradoned  and  wa*  dismiataad.  Wifli  the  a- 
eiption  of  the  faot  wUdi  the  oommittee  ban  ex- 
tracted Innna  bnner  lepott  in  thia  case,  dist  Ul 
claim  was  loaa  pceaentad  to  and  rqjeoted  'itj  the  Tir- 
^nia  Legislataie,  (wbk^  ia  deemed  a  mrcomalHiea 
ef  no  paitionW  Inuortanee^)  all  the  fbngung  ataca- 
ment  is  siqiported  by  written  doenmanta,  wluoh  ap- 
pear to  be  genidne  and  antiientic. 

On  the  merits  of  thia  claim,  your  committee  ooa- 
sider  it  almoat  snpeifinoo*  to  comment  lie  hat 
are  oonchuive  in  its  favor,  and  no  obetaole  to  ita  di»- 
oharge  can  be  amoeived,  except  the  lapse  of  lime  oa 
tiiis  sabjeet.  The  committee  beg  leave  to  Ale,  Oat 
cai  the  S8d  July,  1787,  Coqgreaa  p       " 


KUili 


Midt  ap 


against  the  Umted 

lar  abstract  thereof  to  the  CompMletof  tiw  Tieai- 
niy  of  the  United  States  within  one  ye«.     TUa 

was  the  first  limitation  that  wa*  adapted  in  resped 
to  any  class  of  claims,  eio^  those  for  penonal  n- 
vices,  which  had  been  barred  by  the  resolntioo  of  U 
November,  1765.  The  oomndttea  are  of  apaM 
that  tlui  cl^m  was  not  included  in  the  molntiiai  <'' 
SSdJnIv,  1787,bacaiueti>atreaohitio(iinanlkw<)^ 
onliqnidated  claims  ;  and  the  Emseat  claim  «ai  ■!■ 
ways  Uqnidated  and  certain.    Tha  oeitifioate  grsnled 


at  the  qtecifiosamitf  £760  specie. 

Tbe  next  limitation  to  olaim*  against  the  Uldtsd 
State*,  and  which  it  la  believed  by  the  oomnuUea 
embraces  Che  claim  of  the  petitioner,  ia  contained  in 
the  act  of  the  12th  Pebmaiy,  179S,  which  tockeflM 
on  the  lat  of  May,  1794.  On  the  iSth  of  Fetsnarj, 
1794,  the  petitioner,  instead  of  pnssnting  bei  (Wa 
to  the  Tnianuy,  aocording  to  the  reqnisitian  cf  dM 
atatote  of  the  13th  of  Februaiy,  im,  piasmted  it  ta 
Congress,  who  took  oognisaiKe  of  it,  and  oadend  it . 


i.L.ooglc 


BEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 

Claim  far  Indian  D*findi^ilmi. 


i«BdiairtiU&  Hot  pedtiaD,  ud  tbs  onlrdao- 
Dti  on  vhid)  iba  oatiA  IwTe  nocaoded  «t  tba 
my,  wers  ntalned  in  tbe  poneatoo  of  the 
M  of  RqmaantativM  tnti^  uid  lor  •one  timg 
;  0M  jUtnto  of  limita&Dt  tngmn  to  oponta. 
Tosr  eoDmittM  bav«  no  beiilation  in  lumding  tba 

ink  OHalik«  thb,b«tirean  A>iidB,  bs- 

telBgant  mnd  npr^t,  lod  equitable  joAgB, 
vonld  ba  moM  nndonbtsdl  j  nnctioned,  u 

ig  irithin  tlM  fpii^  (Ithou^  It  maj  fUl 

Ibc  ftrict  letter  of  tbe  act  of  Umitatiui. 

bowever,  this  qneotiDn  out  of  yisir,  tbe 

•n  itill  </  ofaiuoil  tbat  the  oUim  of  tiis 

ao^  to  be  allowed.    Tbe;  bcliera  that 

'  mdediB  a  fair  ooiwderatloa,  and 

qntahle  evtdetioe,  \»  pnnntM  for 

Milf-iMpact  on  tbe  pait  of  tbe  Qot~ 

a  jnttioa  to  the  <daimant,  raqniiei 

Tliej  thaM&M  Mbtnit  dw  SiUoirii^ 


Fhdat,  Haroh  9. 
Mn.  SamiUm'i  Claim. 

Tbe  Honse  raiolTed  Haelf  into  ft  Oommttteo 
(t  the  Whole  on  the  following  reeotntion  re- 
ported bvthe  Cknimiitt«e  of  CMms  on  the  p&- 
lilion  rf  EHnbeth  HamOton : 

Xatlfd,  That  the  piajw  of  the  petiHoner  oti^t 
■It  to  be  grastad. 

Hmb*.  Hbuwii  and  Tatlok  oppoaed,  and 
Utmn.  Boox,  Boitt,  aad  UoRTflOMssx,  nip- 
pnted  the  report— each  at  oon^erable  extent. 

At  ks^tb  t^  qaeetion  wao  taken  in  com- 
mittee, and  the  report  SaagfetA  to,  60  to  SS. 
The  eonmitteib  roe^  and  reported  their  ^ 


Tbe  Honae  cononned  with  the  Oonunittee 
at  tbe  Wliide  in  their  duagreement— yeaa  62, 

After  Mxne  oooveraation  ae  to  the  proper 
eoone  now  to  ha  pnrsaed, 

Hr.  Obouoit  moved  that  the  Oonunittee  of 
Qaima  be  instructed  Jo  r^ort  a  Inll,  pnnoant 
to  the  pn.jeT  of  Elizabeth  Hamilton. 

Tbe  n>6liiuiwB8  agreed  to  bjjeaa  and  nays — 

litoia. 

Feuut,  ICaroh  0. 

Tbe  iOl  sent  from  the  Senate,  entdUed  J' An 
act  far  tbe  relirf  of  Oharlee  ICinifie,"  waa  read 
twin,  and  oonunitted  to  tbe  Oommittee  of 
Oiims. 

T»rp»dom. 

Ibe  bdt  from  tbe  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
■aldng  amtropriadoB  for  the  porpoee  of  trying 
tte  praotKal  nae  of  tbe  torpedo,  or  mbrnvine 
ttf&tioa,''  T88  re«d  tbe  firat  time. 

A  modoD  waa  made  bj  llr.  Lirssifout,  that 
Aa  Wl  I>e  rejected  ;  and  tbe  qnertlon  being 
takoi  thereon,  it  waa  determined  in  the  nega- 
liT»— 7BM  S7,  naja  70. 

Ibe  IhII  waa  then  read  the  aeoond  tim&  and 
nmiHtted  to  a  Committee  of  th«  WbMe  on 
ItoBdaj  next 


MoNSi.T,  March  IS. 
Another  memtwr,  to  wit,  from  Virginia,  JoHv 
Rahimlfh,  appeared,  and  took  tiia  aeat  in  the 
Honae. 

WnunnsAT,  March  U. 
Claim  for  Indian  Depredation*. 

Mr,  WiXBBBSFooH,  from  the  oommittoe  ap- 
pointed  on  tbe  fourteenth  ultimo,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Alexander  Soott,  made  a  report  thereon, 
which  waa  read,  and  referred  to  a  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next.  The  report  is  aa 
followa: 

Tbat  In  tbe  month  of  Febrnaiy,  ITM,  WTUiam 
Soott,  Jamei  Pettigrew,  and  John  Pattigiew,  of  Sonlh 
Carolina,  left  that  State,  with  a  Tiew  at  ettabliahiiu 
IhemaalTe*  in  the  preient  MiaidHippi  Temtoiy,  an9 
took  with  them  twenW-one  negro  davef  «!&  goodi 
and  (^lattela  to  the  Tuaa  of  more  than  one  thouiand 
doUin ;  that  thej  pnweeded  in  mhtj  on  theiT  jomv 
Day  ai  far  a«  the  Moeole  Sboala,  on  ^e  rlTsr  Ten- 
■MMee,  where  Ihey  were  attaoked,  abont  tba  9th  <]£ 
June,  1794,  by  a  party  of  Cherokee  Indiuia,  who 
pnt  to  dea&  dl  Ae  wMte  people  of  the  family,  and 
took  po<*e«datt  of  and  oanied  away  the  negroea  and 
Otbei  prupaitT,  It  appeara,  also,  to  yoor  committee, 
ftiat  rapeatea  endguore  have  been  ma^  at  Teiy 
great  expeiue,  to  reoorer  the  aforeiaid  property, 
wltbaut  aqy  cdker  eoooeH  than  the  recoreiT  of  a  negm 
child ;  and  tbat  tbe  perwnu  legally  entitled  to  the 
uid  proper^  are  Ibrever  fioecloted  boat  any  nmedy 
by  ndm  to  leoorer  the  lame,  in  coneeqnenca  of  tin 
Mpnlationi  of  tbe  ninth  artdole  of  a  maty  madeiritb 
the  Cbaiokee  Infant  on  the  2d  day  of  October,  1798, 
which  ardola  ti  b  tbe  following  worda :  "  It  ii  mo- 
tnaUy  agreed  between  tbe  partiea  that  the  horeaa 
rtoho,  and  not  returned  wjtUn  ninety  dayi,  ehaJl  be 
paid  for  at  tbe  rate  ti  riz^  doHan  each.  If  Molen 
by  a  white  man,  dtiien  of  the  United  Statea,  the  In- 
dian proprletiir  shaU  be  paid  in  caah  ;  and  if  iloleu 
by  an  Indian  trom  a  ciliien,  to  be  dednoted,  a*  >x- 
preued  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Pblla- 
delpbia.  Thi>  article  ahall  have  latrotpect  to  tba 
oonnnaMianiaU  of  the  fiiM  ccaifiDencee  at  thia  place 
indie  Freaent  year,  and  no  farther.  And  all  animoa- 
illea,  i^greanon^  thcA^  and  plonderinga,  prior  to 


liole,  tbe  petiliraHm  are  wbaDy  deprived  of  lediea  In 
tbepremisaa.  If  tliers  esittM  any  tttbonalof  Jn»- 
tioa  before  wbor   ""  ....        ....... 


ae  oonld  be  brongfat,  tbe  light 


inenaea  woold  doobtleaa  be 


.  Mgra  alafv 
eet&lidied. 


Bntlbare 


...  Ok  raoovery  of  pToportj  bald 
wtttdn  tbe  Indian  bonndary.  Neither  ii  it  In  the 
power  cf  the  petiti(»en  to  avaD  themaelre*  cT  force 
or  atratt^em,  whemby  to  regain  peaaaoaioa  of  the 
afeteaaid  davea  and  dwir  increaea,  baoanae  tli^ 
would  be  liable  to  pwdahmant  fbc  a  violatiOD  of  tl 


peaied  to  yoor  oommittee  tbat  the  petitionen  have 
an  nndonbted  right  to  the  above- mentioned  ilave* 
and  their  mcreaae,  and  that  they  haie  been  depriv- 
ed of  all  remedy  for  their  reooreiy  by  tbe  acta  of 
the  Government  c^the  United  Statea  ;  tbat  tbe  vi^ 
nntaiy  nmanoiation  of  their  righti  by  the  Govem- 
mant  givea  to  the  petilianert  a  fair  olaim  on  &it 
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Qonamtat  for  indsmiilSoatiai.  Tour  oaundttae, 
Owt^org^  nnder  an  impteuioD  tb«t  the  iTOTOMdil 
flktei  woold  b«  daUrend  to  tha  igsnt  of  the  tlnitsd 
State*  Rir  lodUti  AflUn  ■mcmg  the  Cherokea  In- 
diuu  upon  oooditiMU  aum  favorable  to  the  United 
Statu  Uiao  a  full  nnnimeratioii  of  thtdr  tbIos  to  the 
patitlonei%  it^actftUly  nbinit  the  fbllowliig  tttola- 


, >  tna^^meh 

minioDer  m  he  ih^  wpoinl^  for  the  dellTeiT  (otbe 
rightiu  ownen  of  the  UBTM  aiid  tbaii  iaoraan  taken 
fioin  William  Scot^  Jamei  PettJKrev,  and  John 
PettigTew,  n  or  abont  th«  Sth  of  Jnoe,  ITM,  bf  a 
pai^  of  the  Cherokee  nUioti  oT  Indiaiu,  at  or  near 
the  If  nacle  Shoal*,  on  the  river  Teaoaasee,  upon  iDoh 
•qnitabla  oonditjac*  a*  to  tiiia  ahall  i^ptBr  Jiut  and 


FinuT,  Maroh  16. 
Mrt.  SamUton^i  Claim. 

Th«  H<nue  resolTed  Itself  into  %  Oommlttoe 
of  the  Whole,  ou  the  biU  for  the  relief  of  ZUa- 
beth  Hamiltoo. 

Uessre.  Buus,  Boor,  W.  Alstok,  Baook. 
3Q4X)»,  Olat,  And  6aTi>,  opposed  the  bill,  ana 
Uessn.  JoHKBOX,  ^Emi,  and  Nbuom,  sup- 
ported it 

The  oommittee  rose  nboot  four  o'idoek,  ud 
reported  th«  bilL 

Hr.  Haoon  moTed  to  Btnend  the  said  bill  hj 
striking  oat  the  follotriiig  words;  "Are  yean' 
ftill  pay  for  the  serrioes  of  her  etii  deceased 
hngband  as  a  Lieateuant  Ooloael  in  the  Kevolu- 


purpose  of  inserting,  "  what^Ter  may  be  doe 
her  for  his  serrioes  as  an  officer  daring  the  Rei 
(dntjonary  war," 

]Cr,  Qeolsok  called  for  a  divinon  of  the 
question, 

And  the  motion  to  strlks  oot  was  D^alived, 
yeaa  57,  nays  64. 

Mr.  W.  AisTOH  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  the  fbllaving  proviso : 

'^Prmndtd,  That  it  ahall  be  made  to  ^lear,  to  the 
aaUkbction  of  the  acconudng  ofEceraof  the  Tnaaniy 
Department,  that  the  «aid  Xlezander  Hamiltoa  ever 
waa  entitled  to  half  pay  or  oommntaUon." 

The  question  on  Kr,  Alstoh'b  amendment 
was  decided  in  the  negative— yeaa  fiS,  nay* 


advooated  by  UesBo.  Qsouov,  Swui,  ¥.  Ai.- 
RTOir,  and  Sanrxr. 

[It  was  (qnxMed  on  three  gronnis— the  naia 
.,}Mtioa  b^iig  that  it  opened  the  atatatsof 
limitati(HiB ;  9,  that  the  claim  onght  not  to  be 
allowed,  because  the  horse,  for  which  oompen- 
satiw  was  aske4  might  have  becm  reolaunedit 
the  deceased  Ur.  Dardin  had  eboaen  to  bars 
reoeived  it;  S,  that  interest  oof^t  not  to  be  il- 
lowed  on  the  smn  at  which  the  hot«e  th  vti- 


The  bill  was  pased— 


"J" 


56. 


Saittbdat,  Uaroh  17. 
Am«y  Dardiv!*  Claim. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amey  Dardin  was 
read  a  third  time. 

Hr.  SrANFOBt)  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
obtain  a  more  particolar  report  on  the  dlum 
than  had  been  made.    Motion  negatived. 

13ie  passage  of  the  bill  was  oppMed  by  Ue 
Uaoov,  Baooh,  Fiokmas,  and  Srtuiriaa),  and 


-yeas  82,  nays  34. 
Xn.  3a>nUto»'§  Claim. 
The  oondderation  of  the  bill  for  the  nlitf  of 
ILv.  HamUton  was  called  for. 
Ur.  Wrra  moved  to  adjonm.    For  it,  St. 
Hr.  KooT  moved  to  postpone  the  farther  oOD- 
Bideratlonofit  till  Friday  n«xt    N^tived,ET 
to  48.  ., 

Mr.  Boot  opposed  the  bill  at  length,  and  Mr. 
FiBx  replied. 

The  question  "  ffliall  the  bill  be  engrossed  for 
atbird  raadingt"  was  then  taken  and  eanM, 
'eas  and  navs. 
the  question,  when  the  biU  HhonU  be  rod 
3  time,  Hr.  Roor  named  Friday,  and  Ifr. 
NnsoR  to-day. 
For  Friday  44— For  Monday  BO. 
To-d^  was  fixed  as  thedt^;  »>d  antotkiD 
was  made  by  Hr.  T.  Moobx  to  a^tooni.   Lo^ 
68  to  BO.  ,         ^ « 

The  bni  vtB  read  a  third  tune  and  paessd,  «t 
to  B8,  the  votes  being  precisely  the  same  ■ 
those  last  taken,  except  tW  Ur.  E.  Baawi  wn 
absent  on  this  vote. 

MoNOAT,  March  26. 
Titrpedo  E^perim«iU. 

The  bill  making  an  ^propriation  for  the  pmv 
poae  of  inaV'"E  an  expenment  on  Ibe  practicu 
use  of  the  torpedo,  or  sabmarioe  explodon,  ww 
taken  np.  .j__ 

Mr.  Daka  s^d  that  the  qneeoon  now  benm 
the  House  did  not  relate  to  any  deme  rfrqn- 
tation  which  any  individual  n^;bt  Sain  fiirisj 
invention,  nor  to  any  interest  he  mi^t  have  ia 
any  disoovery  he  had  made.  Theqaertionwj^ 
whether  this  proposition  now  appeared  b«ft« 
the  House  under  saoh  drcnnistanoes  that  thq* 
should  Bt«p  ont  of  the  ordinary  oonrse  (rf  »■ 
ooaragoment,  given  by  law  to  inventors,  lo  pjfr 
vide  Uie  means  of  nuddng  an  expenmoit  it  m 
pnblio  expense.  This,  l£r.  D.  sdd,  wa«  tw 
simple  inquiry  to  be  mada ;  and,  howew  «"*■ 
nwt  or  distincndabed  in  the  walks  of  tcienMjW 
however  imldiated  by  tlie  splendor  at  gem 
it  bdimged  to  no  individoal  to  demand  u  lb* 
Le^JBlatnre  tliat  they  should  adopt  any  vj^ 
prenona  to  its  utility  bdng  ascertained,  ^o 
utdividnal  conld  arrogate  it  to  himself; -iDdi 
when  ai^  Individoal  pressed  himself  i^  ns 
Le^ature,  it  was  a  qneation  whether  *bis«t 

Criment  was  worthy  to  be  made ;  whether  m 
vention  promised  any  pqarilde  good  worthy 
of  this  e: 
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Mr.  D.  nid  he  had  do  viah  to  d«taiit  the 
Hook,  bat  be  had  really  doabted,  for  himself; 
iriiether,  with  the  views  ha  entertained  on  this 
idtfect,  it  wa»  oompatible  with  the  respect  dne 
to  ttw  fionae  to  withlu^  aome  of  Qie  senii' 
nwitt  whioh  ooomred  to  him  in  (rapodtion  to 
tUi  bill.  In  eveiy  inatmoe  in  whioa  a  Bum  of 
raoner  i^^  heratcwre  been  appropriated  to  en- 
eoazago  InrenUom,  it  liad  been  for  some  ot^eet 
idmltted  to  be  of  valm,  for  something  intended 
to  be  of  naa,  and  which,  prior  to  aaking  tlie 
ifi^iiptiatioa  in  relation  to  it,  had  been,  in  a 
d^M,  examined.  This,  however,  was  a  thing 
vld^  on  the  boe  of  it,  appropriated  a  aom  of 
mour  for  the  pnrpoM  of^  making  eiperimeiits 
to  Meertain  the  oae  of  Hie  icveoHon.  It  was 
tbtrefbre,  perhapa,  the  first  appropriation  of  the 
Hud  ever  proposed. 

Ur.  D.  uid  he  did  not  perceive  that  any  ez- 
peritnoit  ooidd  be  made,  in  time  of  pesoe,  to 
Moertain  thk  thing,  to  as  to  decide  tlieqoestion 
<(  the  jvaotioal  nse  of  the  torpedo ;  for,  -with 
mpem  to  eveiT  qneatlon  stated  in  the  pnbliea- 
ttoB  laid  on  the  table^  with  reqiect  to  taj  prin- 
ciple whleh  the  inyeotor  proposed  to  eatriiliah 
b^aiif  q)eoifio  e^wriment,  with  respect  to  any 
^Mstioa  which  raited  to  natural  agents  or  theb 
pfejwal  tSect,  he  thon^t  it  propv  to  admit 

bthefirfltidace,llr.  D.  said  that  be  admit- 
ted that  the  tt^otire  force  c^  gmpowder,  plaoed 
■t  the  keel,  mi^  deatro^  any  thlp.  Another 
tUng  be  would  admit,  that  a  person  might  de- 
porit  powder  in  a  metallic  caae,  which  ^oold 
ranain  under  water;  that  the  case  might  be 
Mida  water-tl^tt,  and  that  the  clook-wo^  oon- 
tiiiMd  in  it  aught  be  pot  in  motion.  He  wonld 
adorit,  alao,  that  this  machine  might  be  balanced 
K  that  ita  gravis  should  be  nearly  equal  to  diat 
<f  the  water;  that  the  aotioii  of  the  onrrent  or 
tUe  wi^tt  bear  sndi  a  magaiine,  eo  epecifl- 
call;  ai^orlioned,  boneatli  tbe  bottom  of  the 
nML 

Ba,  when  all  tbeea  things  were  admitted, 
Xr.  Dama.  Mid  that  he  did  not  peroetve  that 
i^r  oae-pc^t  was  gained  as  respected  the  ob- 
JKt  of  tlte  ezperimeot,  for  It  most  be  consider- 
ed that  all  this  experiment  coold  cnly  go  to  de- 
ads the  kotion  of  natural  physieal  powen, 
where  the  affinis  of  genius  were  not  com- 
Uted. 

Aa  respeots  tlw  whole  of  the  thing  Itself  as 
fe  as  I  mtdentand  it,  I  perodve  nothing  new 
h  iL  I  do  not  coDc«iTe  that,  on  this  soMeot, 
&■«  is  any  thing  veiy  norel  in  ptrint  of  pnnd- 
lia.  There  may  be  something  in  the  modiflo*- 
Om  ot  it;  bo^  as  reqieota  the  main  principle, 
ttcra  ia  oothing  new.  The  idea  was  started 
iBing  tine  war  cdf  the  American  Bevolntitaii,  and 
vKiooa  eiperimenla  were  mad6  on  it.  The 
Cbamander-in-^Jbief  of  the  Army  of  Hm  United 
State*,  at  that  time,  was  not.  as  I  hare  tmder- 
itaod,  Irapwed  hinuelf  with  mnoh  confidence 
h  Ae  ezperimeBt.  Bat  a  gentleman  of  his 
ii^ly,  UM  an  offleer  of  hia  army,  who  had. 
■on  emUttue  in  it,  made  the  experiment; 


and,  ultimately,  the  experiment  was  pretty  mndi 
given  op. 

As  he  did  not  q>eak  at  randotn,  Mr.  D.  asked 
leave  to  call  the  attention  ot  the  Hoose  to  the 
principles  of  the  ioTention  of  David  Bn^ell, 
of  OonnecticDt.  [Mr,  D.  here  read,  from  tJia 
I^ilMOphieal  iMmmietictit,  an  aocoont  of  a 
maohine  invented  by  Mr.  Bashoell,  in  many 
respeota  nmilar  to  that  Invented  by  Mr,  Fnl- 
to^ 

The  prlndpal  difference  between  theee  two 
invcnldons,  Mr.  D.  aaid,  qipeared  to  be  In  the 
mode  of  conveying  the  machioe  to  the  keel  of 
the  ship.  The  plan  of  Mr.  Foltan  was,  instead 
of  conveying  it  by  means  of  a  diving-boat,  to 
convey  it  by  the  action  of  the  onrrent  to  tho 
place  where  it  waa  to  operate.  To  do  this  he 
proposed  two  modes.  As  respected  the  firstL 
the  action  of  tlie  onrrent  on  the  torpedo  plaoed 
obliqnely^  Mr.  D.  Mid  he  bad  no  doubt.  It  waa 
the  principle  on  which  the  helmsman  steers  his 
ship,  and  the  aeaman  manages  his  sails;  the 
principle  on  which  boats  are  made  to  pan  fer- 
ries by  the  oblique  action  of  the  cmrenL  As 
respected  the  second  mode,  the  nse  of  the 
hantoon-Ron,  there  was  no  novelty  in  that  oer- 
taiidy.  ft  had  been  used  in  Ennqw  In  Uie 
whale  fishery,  where  they  were  not  tr^ned  in 
this  species  of  fishing  so  as  to  produce  dexteri- 
ty in  throwing  the  narpoon.  Premtoms  had 
l>een  ^ven,  and  attempts  made  to  disduuge  a 


harpoon  from  a  ring  and  rope  attached  to  it,  at 
the.  distance  of  ten  athoms,  which  was  a  great- 
er distance  than  the  most  experienced  and  sldl- 


ful  eonld  strike  with  ^eot. 

The  qneetion  which  Mr.  D.  said  ha  proposed. 
was,  whether  ohetacles  oonld  not  be  interpoeed 
by  naval  men.  As  respected  firing  the  harpoon- 
gnn,  he  abonld  snppoee  it  a  want  of  skill  or  at- 
tention in  the  experiment  if  it  fuled  to  take  ef- 
fect. That  a  laarpoon  might  be  fired  into  a 
veeeel,  that  the  ttKpedo  would  go  nnder  her, 
and  that  a  vessel  which  ooold  be  bought  for 
(fi,000,  might  be  blown  np  io  this  way,  lie  had 
no  donbt;  oat  when  all  this  is  dona,  what  does 
it  ascertain  t  As  respects  making  a  torpedo, 
any  person  who  is  in  the  n^hborbood  of  a 
good  gnn  and  locksmith,  uid  has  good  powder, 
can  oonstmct  one.  Mr.  D.  said  ha  did  not  see 
the  necessity  of  spending  this  sum  of  money 
i^ier  for  amusement  thim  for  any  thing  else. 
He  did  not  see  the  neceasi^  of  i^  beoanse  he 
did  not  perorive  any  one  tiling  to  be  learnt 
from  an  experfantfit.  He  was,  therefbre,  against 
tiiebiU. 

Mr.  Liox  said  that  the  gentieman  from  Oon- 
neotiont  had  shown  his  own  conviction  of  the 
ntility  ot  torpedoes,  and  it  would  be  worth 
whUe  to  give  five  thonsand  dollars  to  establish 
the  same  oonviction  in  others,  If  I  had  the 
twentieth  part  of  the  certwoty  on  the  sahjeot 
wUch  tiiat  gentleman  has,  said  Mr.  L.,  I  shonld 
not  vote  for  the  experiment.  I  have  no  dedre^ 
In  voting  for  any  thing  of  this  kind,  to  give  np 
any  other  kind  of  defence.  I  know  it  is  all-im- 
pOTtant  in  OS  to  defimd  onr  porta  and  harbtm. 
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□nr  flztenaiTe  «eaooast,  I  shonjd 
not  De  so  extremelj  ftvene  to  going  to  trar.  I 
would  leave  no  mewu  notriod  to  protect  tb'a 
aeacout.  Howevw  little  t^  h<^  might  be,  if 
there  wu  the  least  thing  to  tung  hope  oa,  I 
would  Kire  $S,000  for  the  ezperimenL  I  h&ve 
voted  for  the  hisheet  HDm  ever  colled  for,  for 
the  defence  of  New  York ;  but  still,  when  I 
look  to  the  Bteepteg  of  the  fijie  ohtirohee,  Mid  to 
the  btuika,  &c^  of  that  dt^,  exposed  aa  it  is  and 
must  be,  I  am  stniok  with  horror.  Notirith- 
Btandiog  all  the  ezertiDua  which  have  ever  beem 
made  for  them,  tbej  mnat  stiU  be  iiueeiire.  If 
$0,000  would  oarry  oonTlctioii  «•  br  on  the  rest 
of  the  Honse  a*  with  the  gentleman  fhim  Con- 
ueoticnt,  the  money  woola  be  well  laid  out  to 
enable  na  to  go  m  with  a  fkirtlier  u^^ment 
of  this  plan. 

The  gentleman  from  Oonneotiont  read  a  long 
hlatorj  of  the  ton>edo  experiment  made  many 
years  ago.  I  believe,  sir,  Mr.  Fulton  has  hot 
Uttle  merit  in  originating  the  thing.  Let  gen- 
tlemen reooUeot  what  an  alarm  this  tiling  made, 
and  how  nneaiy  the  British  were  donng  the 
Bevdntionary  war,  till  they  thought  they  had 
got  rid  of  theae  maohinee.  I  cannot  forget  the 
alarm  which  they  excited,  and  will  take  the- 
liberty  to  qnote  Hopkinson  on  the  snl^ect,  who 
was  a  witnees  to  the  transaction ; 

"  T  wat  Milj  day,  ai  poets  ny, 

I  Jmt  when  the  lan  wai  ritiug, 

A  toldisr  itaod  m  log  of  wood, 

And  Hw  ■  *i^t  iQipiiiiiig. 
"  Ai  in  amau  be  stood  to  rub, 

Tlw  Imth  oaa't  be  deni^  sir. 
He  qit«d  ■  raoie  of  kegs,  or  more, 

Ohdo  floatiiig  down  the  tida,  sir. 
"Anilor,  too,  in  jarUn  bine. 

The  strange  tf>pesnuic«  viewing, 
nist  damn'd  his  eyes,  in  great  sniTiise, 

Then  said — 'some  tniidlief 's  biewli^' 
"Thsse  kegs  now  hold  the  rebels  bold, 

Pack'd  np  like  pitted  herriD^ 
And  tbey  'n  come  down,  t'  attsok  the  town 

In  this  new  way  of  bny'ng. 
"lie  SDldlei  flew— tbe  sailor  too. 

And,  soai'd  slmost  to  death,  dr. 
Won  oat  their  ihoes  to  ^tread  tbe  newt, 

And  laa  till  out  of  breath,  m. 


I         "  Some  Sn  cried,  whioh  some  denied, 
'  Bat  sud  the  earth  had  qnaked  ; 

And  girls  and  ban,  with  hideoins  noise. 

Ban  through  tbt  town  half  naked."  fee.  &o. 

If  a  parcel  of  kega,  in  those  daya,  alarmed 
them  so  mnch,  what  will  Fnltoa's  tocpedoea  do 
nowt 

lb.  UoEiK  add,  that  what  had  Men  from 
the  gnttleman  from  ConDooliont  had  operated 
powerAiIly  on  hia  mind  to  aatitty  him  of  the , 


iptnmunt.  [HlacB,  UllL 

propriety  of  the  appropriatkoi.  He  njx,  eb- 
served  Mr.  McK.,  uat  tie  has  do  donbt  &ej 
will  produce  the  desired  eSeeL  Now,  sir,  wha 
I  am  informed,  teom  so  renMotable  a  BOOR!e,of 
their  eSeot  when  properly  plaoed  nndw  theihbL 
I  am  indnoed  to  vote  for  this  wpropriatioiL  If 
one  of  theae  madunee  in  a  honored  shodd  tike 
efieot,  the  object  would  be  peffeoUy  gained.  B 
we  oonld  <Hk^  blow  np  one  or  two  in  a  squad- 
ron, we  should  not  hereafter  be.  disturbed  by 
British  sqoadrona  in  onr  watera.  I  have  listen- 
ed with  great  pleaanre  to  the  leotnre  of  the  gu- 


informatlon  as  trom  that  gentlaman,  and  1 1^ 
the  opportnnity  of  retnming  my  thanks  to 

Mr.  FisK  said  he  was  against  the  biS,  bot 
from  di^rent  reoaons  than  other  gentlcfaai 
were.  I  do  believe,  s^d  he,  that  in  some  tuet, 
the  anchored  torpedoes  may  be  ^eotoal;  bati 
do  not  believe  that  any  thing  to  reeolt  from  Udi 
bill  will  be  of  service  to  the  oonntry.  I  do  not 
entertain  any  donbt  that  a  veaeel  may  be  Uowa 
op.  The  explosion  will  t«ke  place,  tbe  wreck 
irill  be  loft  u  tbe  bed  of  the  nver,  and  it  nuy 
cost  $fi,000  to  raise  it,  or  it  may  remun  la  iB 
obstacle  to  the  invasion  of  the  oipital.  If  On- 
gross  are  at  this  time  serionaly  to  reeort  to  the 
torpedo  ayatem  of  defence,  let  nado  it  in  a  more 
senonamannw;  let  oa  make  a  reepoctaUe  pro- 
vision to  pnrohase  torpedo  mnnitioo,  and  mate 
a  ttvpedo  oorpa  nsder  certain  regnlattoaa.  We 
have  got  tnilituy  and  naval  armaments ;  Itt  u 
make  a  torpedo  armament  At  the  same  lime, 
it  waa  bnt  Justice  to  tbe  inventor  to  say,  tkit 
he  considered  the  anchored  torpedo  as  a  vey 
oaefal  invention.  Mr.  F.  moved  to  reeomnit 
the  bill,  to  inqoire  into  Qu  propriety  of  ^pn>- 
priatioR  snoh  a  sum  of  money  aa  the  Sed^uT 
of  theKavysbonlddeem  adequate  to  tbe  oltie»^ 
for  the  etun  propoaed  certainly  waa  not 

Mr.  Qdutot  aaid  he  agreed  with  tbe  gentle- 
man from  New  Tork  In  hia  oppondmi  to  the 
bill,  beoans^  if  a  fair  experiment  was  inteade^ 
the  (^propruti<»i  waa  totally  inefficient,  TUi 
mommg,  m  a  oonversaChm  witii  the  SecietsTT 
oftheMavy,  InndentoodthatthisramwiUiMt 
enable  a  veasel  to  be  plaoed  in  that  sitnitio 
wluoh  will  give  a  &ir  experiment  If  we  pta 
this  bill,  it  will  be  ntterly  naeleea  to  the  pn^ 
poM  proposed.  If  tbe  olt}«ot  be  to  have  natie- 
men  who  never  saw  each  a  thing  graced  witt 
an  explosion,  that  object  will  be  attained,  bid 
no  other.    Let  ns  have  an  eatimate  from  the 


Secretary  of  the  Navy  o!  the  probable  expeosa 
or  the  wnole  sum  ^>propriated  may  be  leal,  sad 
the  law  will  prove  ntterly  disgraceflil  to  WM* 


who  paned  it 

Mr.  HoLLun>  aaid  he  had  nodentood  &oi* 
the  torpedo  inventor  himaal^  that  $0,000  wcmIA 
bo  ammy  soffident 

Mr.  DaxA  aaid  he  had  no  belief  that  any  ves- 
sel coold  be  pnrchased  tx  five  thonsandddlsKt 
on  whioh  a  aolBoient  experiment  conid  be  mada 
He  ooDoeived  that  the  experiment  ooold  only 
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U  nude  in  hostile  operatioiu.  We  are  told 
Ifwt  thsM  torpedoes  would  destroy  Ute  navy  in 
the  Britinh  chsnneL  Do  ve  doubt  the  in- 
TCt«ne;  uf  the  French  hatred  of  the  British 
MTj  when  it  has  existed  bo  man;  yean  ?  If 
this  invention  wonld  command  the  Britiah 
Obuoel — and  mitliona  are  hut  doat  in  the  bal- 
HMM  for  thia  object — to  enable  Bonaparte  to 
Mribe  It  the  Bntiofa  aoil,  whj  has  not  the  in- 
TmtioD  been  patronized  br  France)  It  has 
l«en  rejected  by  France,  and  r^ected  by  Eng- 
had  iner  an  expense  of  hundreds  of  thonaands 
rf  dollus — and  now  are  w6  to  take  it  npt  It 
b  ai  ■  Btatjonary  redatance  to  be  made  to  a 
lavil  force  where  there  are  tortresaes  also,  that 
tha  torpedo  may  be  made  use  of,  if  they  can  be 
BMd  at  all ;  where  chains,  or  cbeTaoi-de-frisea 
we  nude  use  o£itmaybe  made  use  of  oa  aniil- 
iny  to  other  aids  in  terri^'iog  the  enemy. '  As 
to  Httisg  theee  machinee  afloat,  firing  hsirpoons 
into  TMsela,  ealonlating  the  chanoe  of  Doats 
gstttog  away  when  a  sii^e  shot  may  send  them 
to  the  bottomjl  have  no  opinion  of  it  at  alL 

Mr,  Ltox  eoid  be  wonld  not  vote  for  reoom- 
nutmcDt,  not  that  he  had  not  rather  that  ten 
theawid  doUars  were  appropriated  than  five 
tboDsand;  but  the  Hoose  had  the  Senate's 
qwiieD  on  that  point  b«fore  them.  He  agreed 
nth  gentlemen  entirely,  that  there  never  could 
le  a  complete  experiment  until  tinie  of  war. 
Bat  that  was  no  reason  why  we  shonld  not, 
befim  wftT  oame,  be  in.  a  fair  state  to  try  the 
smriment  in  war. 

Mr.  FuE  said  be  bad  not  seen  the  experiment 
which  bad  been  made  in  New  York,  bnt  he  had 
dBDtened  with  hnndredswho  bad.  He  had  no 
Icnbt  bot  Uie  invention  might  be  nsefnl,  bnt 
httw  was  ita  atUity  to  be  asoertained,  nnlees  in 
&a  vessel  to  be  attacked,  there  was  a  orew  pre- 
pared to  resit  the  ^iproach  of  the  boats,  or 
invent  the  <qieration  tf  the  torpedo  t  The  na- 
tioi  wonld  be  no  more  convinced  of  iheir  ntiUt; 
after  an  expenditore  of  five  thoosand  dollars 
ttian  (hey  now  are.  It  is  beoanse  I  have  oon- 
Idcnoe  in  the  effect  of  anohored  toipedoee, 
that  I  am  for  reoommittinx  the  bilL  By  pa»- 
iag  the  bill  as  it  is,  we  shsU  demonstrate  noth- 
^t  bat  the  expenditore  of  money.  I  am  for 
"■*•"{[  an  aotnal  experiment  on  an  enemy's 
twnsl.  To  attack  a  well-manned  frigate,  is  a 
TBT  different  thing  from  attaokJog  an  old  hoik, 
fancUy  mt  tbe  diiqpoaal  of  the  jmtJeotorB.  If 
we  were  to  pass  a  UQ  eonstrootiog  a  torpedo 
eofps^  and  effiriiw  a  bonnty  on  every  ahip 
Mown  np,  it  wonld  be  mnoh  better  oalcnlated 
to  make  an  impreeajta  of  our  terionaoeas  than 
liikbiQ. 

Mr.  TAixiULDtti  aaid,  that  having  been  absent 
Ann  tbe  ^nse  at  toe  time  this  bill  was  first 
ktrodiwed,  lie  knew  not  wliat  argomenta  had 
Wm  tdbred  in  favor  of  it.  He  s^d  he  was  al- 
wayi  raady  to  enoonrage  inventions,  &0.,  bnt 
VMB  ■  muasuiu  was  preeented  which  liad  no 
Mvel^  in  it,  he  oonld  not  be  satisfied  to  give  a 
daU  vote  c»  the  bin  fbr  enoooraoing  it. 
Ify  boDwahle  otdleegne  stated  iiirly  the  prin- 


ciples on  which  the  snbmarine  boat  was  con- 
structed ;  and  I  believe,  said  Mr.  T.,  that  there 
is  no  gentleman  in  this  House  who  doubts  the 
power  of  gunpowder,  placed  under  the  bottom 
of  a  vessfJ,  to  destroy  it.  I  have  seen  it  tried 
during  the  war  in  a  great  variety  of  wavs.  I 
became  perfect]?  satisfied  that  the  principle  was 
just ;  the  only  aifflculty  was  to  place  the  man- 
sue  in  such  a  sitoation  that  it  uionld  have  uie 
greatest  poenble  effect. 

I  well  recollect  thatj  in  1117,  when  BnsbneB 
was  called  on  to  make  an  experiment  on  a  Brit- 
ish brig  of  thirty-two  gnns,  lying  inNorth  river, 
a  detachment  of  troops  was  directed  to  proceed 
down  the  river  to  enoble  him  to  make  the  ex- 
periment free  from  interruption.  I  had  the 
nonor  to  command  the  detachment,  and  con- 
tinned  there  one  month.  The  ol^eot  of  the 
troops  nnder  my  immediate  command  was  to 
keep  off  all  hoel^e  persons,  whether  of  the  ene- 
my or  persons  unfriendly  to  the  invention,  that 
be  might  have  every  opportunity  to  make  Us 
experiment  with  success.  His  object  was  at 
ebb  tide  to  get  into  the  river  a  boat  oon- 
stmcted  for  tiie  puipoee,  and  pasa  down  the 
river,  and,  if  poanble,  nx  his  magazine  of 
powder  to  the  bottom  of  tbe  enemy's  vessel. 
He  tried  it  over  and  over  again.  Sometimes  he 
would  entirely  miss  the  vessel;  sometimes  he 
would  come  so  near  that  he  would  get  intimi- 
dated and  retire  again;  tin,  air  I  became  so 
heartily  ack  of  the  bnunees,  and  of  that  sort  of 
duty,  that  I  wished  the  boat  and  men  were 
both  at  the  bottom  of  the  ocean.  I  state  thja 
to  show  the  difBcnIty,  danger,  and  what  I  my- 
self oonouve  to  be  the  impomibility  of  placing 
the  magazine  nnder  the  vessel.  So  mndi  for 
this ;  and  I  take  Mr.  Folton'a  machine  to  be 
bottomed  pre^sely  on  ^^  same  principle,  tbe 
difference  only  b^g  in  the  mode  <a  appbcation. 

I  have  no  idea  of  landing  the  snljeet  ont  of 
the  Houae;  bnt  how  can  gentlemen  see  the 
least  probability  of  snooew  in  tbe  invention  t 
Snppoee  a  frigate  at  anchor,  and  a  few  boats 
endeavoring  to  harpoon  tliis  vessel.  Do  gen- 
tlemen snppoee  that  boats  can  approach  without 
the  most  imminent  danger)  And  granljng 
that  Ihe  harpoon  strikes,  where  is  all  Uie  nan- 
tioal  ektll  of  Uie  men  when  they  see  this,  if  they 
do  not  prevent  it  from  taking  effect  Snppoee 
a  perftctiy  sure  shot,  and  that  the  harpoon 
should  be  fiutened  in  the  bow,  is  it  possible 
that  the  rope  to  which  the  torpedo  is  attached 
wonld  not  be  ont^  and  the  torpedo  left  to  float 
bdow  perfectly  harmless!  Do  ^Uemen  oon- 
dder  haipoMiiug  a  vesael  to  be  like  harpooning 
a  whiie^  which  naa  no  men  on  board  of  it  to 
take  ont  the  harpoon  f  I  cannot  bring  myself 
to  brieve  it  posdble  that  a  crew  on  board  a 
ship  oonld  see  all  aroond  her,  and  yet  permit  a 
torpedo  to  be  attached  to  her  and  place  her  in 
sum  a  condition  as  to  be  liable  to  be  totally  ^ 
siToyed  with  every  person  on  board. 

It  does  seem  to  me  that  this  sort  of  ^blloao- 
phical  experiment  ought  not  to  be  gone  into  by 
this  Honae.    If  it  be  neoesury  to  emploj  any- 
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dtomd  not  go  tLroogh  kU  this  solemn  (aroe  of 
pudug  a  law  for  tbe  pnipoee  of  exhibiting  a  iort 
of  pla; fhl  ezporimeDt,  and  there  is  prob^bl^  a 
day  of  ODT  time  to  be  devoted  to  i^  vheii,  t 
tmth,  no  solid  advautagefl  can  aoome  from  il 
I  am  unwiUiDg  on  another  groand,  beoatue  the 
tMiig  iteelf  woold  expose  the  Government  to  a 
eort  of  ridicule.  If  we  naae  this  bill,  and  the 
experiment  be  made;  if  a  bris  be  bongbt  for 
thb  money  and  totally  deetroyet^  there  will  still 
be  as  mnch  proof  wanting  to  demonstrate  that 
this  is  on  experiment  on  which  we  can  rely,  as 
Qiere  wss  before.  I  am  ag^nst  it  on  anotaer 
gronad  :  tliat  If  we  tnut  to  this  kind  of  donbt- 
nil  defence,  we  shall  get  into  the  habit  of  giving 
m  the  more  snbstantial  def^UM  of  the  ooontry. 
Ijile  is  my  solid  reason  for  voting  agaioM  tUs 
bill.  No  one  ever  jet  foond  any  way  of  getting 
along  in  solid  defence  bat  by  stuid  preparation. 
I  should  rather  oome  into  honorable  combat 
than  flght  with  this  nnderband  explosion,  when 
eepedalty  (here  is  so  mnch  donbt  in  It  If  an 
experiment  conld  be  made^  however,  without 
all  this  solemn  fuoe,  I  do  not  know  that  I 
ahonld  have  any  ot|}eotioD  to  it  ' 
The  motion  for  reoommitment  ms  loat-^0 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  dedded  in 
the  affirmative— yeas  61t,  nays  69. 

VtusESDAT,  Ifaroh  98. 
lint  Meridian. 

Yr.  Pitkin,  from  the  oommlttee  to  whom 
was  referre^on  the  SSth  of  Jannarr  last,  the 
memorial  of  William  I^mber^  made  tne  follt 
ing  report  thereon: 

TliatthetiMncriBHrtstatss  that,  ftr  the  pmpOM  at 
laying  a  fbondalkn  tor  tia  Mtabliihnisiit  of  a  fint 
jneriSan  fbi  the  tlnitsd  Stales  of  Amerioa,  at  tha 
•sat  <^  a«*enuiienl^  he  ha*  made  oaloulatteos  ' 


tint  Jftridiam.  [Hues,  ISlft 

■t  the  mort  verterly  jHut  ot  ths  ccotiiiaiit  of  Abica. 
In  tbs  Sfteanth  am]  lutceiitli  Mntoriea,  when  Eirapt 
WM  smaigiDg  tram  Ae  daik  age*,  snd  ■  qdiit  ofca- 
teiptiN  anddlMOveiThsd  ariMm  in  the  Sooth  rf'Eo- 
rope,  and  vsiioas  pans  weie  fcnaed,  ud  attn^ 
mtie  to  Sod  a  new  route  to  the  Eart  Indite  ga^a- 
pban  BDd  navigaton  continDed  (a  oaltmlstc  koginiii 
oom  Ferro,  one  of  ths  nma  ialandt,  thoi^  mm  cf 
them  szteD  ded  their  fint  merUian  ai  £u  mat  n  da 
Aionu  or  Wsnem  l-i«>i.i.. 

In  mora  modem  tinai,  biwBner,  moit  of  tin  Ea- 
ropean  natioa*,  and  paiticnlaiiy  England  ud  Fnao^ 
have  ratabliihed  a  Srat  meridian  to  {»■■  thioogli  &» 
oapital,  or  imue  plaoa  in  th«r  rcwpectiTe  InImlne^ 
and  to  «Mch  they  have  lately  a^iptad  thai  chutt 


tvmlna  the  kt^tnda  of  the  Cstdtcd,  in  the  City  of 

"'--"--'—    "—I  Qrasnwioh ObssTTatory,  b  ^ig~ 

e  lobmita  the  sanie,  tc^edur  with 


Waihington,  fhim  Qrasnwioh 
laod ;  aoit  that  he  lobmita  th 
the  data  and  dements  on  which  hia  oalonlatiatit  are 
made,  to  the  oonddaiatiao  and  palnmage  of  the  Na- 
tional L^alatare. 

Tha  oomniiEtee  hare  deamed  tha  labjint  worthy 
die  attention  of  CongNSi^  and  would,  tiwrefore,  beg 
leave  to  obierve,  that  die  naoestfh'  of  the  eitablisb- 
nunt  of  n  first  noMidian,  or  mari^an  which  shoold 
pasi  throng  some  paitioiilaF  ^aoe  on  the  globe, 
eom  whi^  geographen  and  narigaton  oonld  com- 
pnta  or  reekoa  longitude,  ia  too  oIitImu  to  need  elo- 
wdatiao, 

Tba  anoiant  Qnek  geogr^ihart  placed  their  fint 
neiidian  to  paM  through  one  of  the  iilandi,  which 
were  by  them  oallad  &»  Foitonate  Iilandi,  boco 
called  the  Caoariea  Those  ielinds  weie  sltoalad  aa 
Ikr  wMt  as  any  lands  that  had  then  been  discovered, 
or  were  known  by  ancient  aavigatort  in  that  part  of 
dwwinU. 

Ths^  reokoned  th^  longitnde  east,  ftom  Herta  oc 
Jnnoma,  ooe  of  theee  iilandi  Bnppassd  to  be  the 
present  Iiland  i^  TeneriSa. 

*"  't  is  «ud«  fixed  thsir  £nt  nuddiao 


It  woold  periiapi  have  been  fhttoiats  tx  ttt 
sdanee  t£  gtognftij  and  nan^atlon,  that  ill  iitkn 
had  .agreed  upon  a  first  mendian,  frtm  idnch  tSi 
geogra^teis  and  navintois  might  have  oalenlitri 
loadtiNie  ;  bnt  as  this  baa  not  been  dons,  ud  h  lU 
probability  never  will  take  place,  the  ocmniliM  en 
of  amnion  diaC,  dCnatsd  as  we  an  m  tlui  WoMa 
hemupbere,  more  than  thiea  thoneand  tBOee  (Ms 
any  Bsed  or  known  meridian,  it  would  be  pnfo^  it 
a  utiODal  ptunt  of  view,  to  estabUih  a  fint  mtridiiB 
for  onrielvea ;  and  that  nMarares  ihoold  be  tiba 
Ibr  dw  eventoal  eatabliihment  of  snch  a  meiidiu  m 
the  United  Statee. 

Li  sTsniining  the  map*  and  charts  of  die  UaiHl 
States,  and  the  partJcnlar  BCatss,  or  th^  n«aul^ 
which  have  been  pnblisbad  in  thi*  ooonliy,  die  wa- 
mittee  find  that  the  pnbllihen  have  stsonnd  difln- 
entplaoes  m  the  Unitod  Stated  as  Gnt  meridiua 

This  cteate*  oonfliaion,  and  tvklsn  it  diffied^ 
witbont  oooaderable  cakolatiaa,  to  aseertua  fls 
relative  dtnallaD  of  plaoes  in  this  oonby.  TH 
diffionl^is  alsoinciM*ed,by  thecimuoetaiMilu^ 
in  Loniiiana,  onr  newiy-aeqnired  teiritoiy,  los^M^ 
haa  heretofore  been  reckonsd  ftom  Paris  ths  tafU 
<£  the  French  Empdra. 

The  exact  longitade  of  any  plai«  in  the  CmMJ 
Statai  being  aseertained  &om  the  meridian  of  Sk  eb- 
servatory  at  Greenwich,  in  Cnglaod,  a  meridiaB  siA 
iridch  we  have  been  conversant,  it  would  not  be  dIS- 
colt  to  adapt  all  oar  tnaM,  charts,  and  astnnwiii'sl 
tablsi,  to  the  meridian  ot  sncfa  a  place.  And  M 
pUoe,  peih^is,  i*  mote  jttoftx  than  the  10*1  </  &"' 
ernmeot. 

It  appeiiB  by  di*  papan  (obmitted  ttdie  ocDBte- 
ation  cf  Iha  oommittee,  that  Ur.  Lambert  hit  eil» 
lated  the  Isogitade  of  die  Oapitol  in  the  City  <f  V"^ 
ington,  &om  the  Boyal  oUsnaloiy  at  Chrsenvid,  ^ 
one  of  the  most  approved  method*  now  in  nee  fart''' 
poipose,  vis  1  an  occultation  of  a  known  fixed  ■*■' 
by  die  moon. 
BIi  cakotationt  are  founded  on  an  ocentt*^^ 
pluadnm,  (alcyoM,)  one  of  the  aeren  stan,  at 

ight  of  the  Wth  of  0(  ■  •       "    ■'  — 

..  ".thai 
the  city  of  Wudungtcm, 
B  true  fiAire  of  the  earth,  (bring  that  gf 
i¥heroid,}U7s°6S'6".930d^nee  weit.  !»»-- 
mittee  woold  obwrve,  that  Mr.  Ijunbert  *pp«an  » 
be  well  aoqnainted  with  astronamical  oaleoliliwi 
and  that,  lo  &r  aa  the  j^nmimiii  have  bad  (iB*  la 
examine  tbero,  they  ivpsar  to  be  omnot  hi  ■ 
■on,  however,  of  so  mnch  Bieety,  the  ocoetss*- 
iiuiuu  of  wliich  dependa  so  mnch  on  the  eccoi*^  ■ 
the  observationi  made,  and  the  goodnaee  of  '^?' 
seed,  and  when  tba  smalleit  error  h  ft* 


1  aooosdiocis 
at<f  tnolkts 
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kIUdes  aofAt 
ftVD  kabwu  I 


m  caloiilKtkHu  made 


.  nonlartobeoerWaDfaoomctnralt,it 
ni^  be  pK^er  that  tame  dwn  one  of  the  nrioiu 
mdiods  of  uoeiUiDliig  longHoda  ihoold  b«  nnd  j 
tiutt  calonlatioD*  ahoold  b>  made  hwa  obHTrUioni 
of  Iba  BclipaM</Jiipitar'sntGnil««,of  «iUr«eIipsei, 
oT  the  tugoUz  diitanoei  betwwn  the  ran  uid  moon, 
(r  ttui  Dooa  and  ■  fixed  itar,  or  other  methodi,  m 
nil  w  tana  obmratiani  on  ooonltatioai  of  fiicad 


Tbt 


t,  tfaerefore,  of  optnion  that,  tu 


o^  flw  loogiMde  of  tlM  d^  of  Wadliiuton,  from 
&■  olaerrmtoir  mt  Graenwic]],  In  EnsUn^  to  be  ■•- 
MTtaioed  with  the  gmJusti  poadble  d^rM  of  aoon- 
IK7 ;  aod  tbM  ha  Bl*a  be  aathotiiad,  for  tliat  por- 
fon,  to  pocnre  the  meetcuy  wtTODomical  inrtni- 

Th^,  thenfons  b^  leave  to  nihmit  to  theooiuid- 
oatioD  of  the  Honae,  ibti  foUowiog  reiohitiaa ; 

Ratahed,  Thttt  it  i>  axpedjent  to  maks  prorman, 
tif  I*"',  anthoTuii^  the  PreKdeat  of  tbe  United  States 
ta  canae  the  lonptuda  of  the  ait;  of  Waahiugton, 
from  die  obaarraCoTT  at  Gnenwich,  in  England,  to 
it  UEartaioed  vidi  ttie  greatert  def^ree  of  acoiuw^; 
Mdalao  aoAoriaiiig  him,  for  that  pnrpo«»,  to  proonre 
Ibe  neeeaiwy  astnoomioal  iiutminenta 

Id  presentii^  the  &bove  report,  Kr.  Pirxnr 
obanred  Uut  the  object  of  the  committee  was 
to  have  ft  first  meridian  establiabed  for  the 
Daited  Statue,  from  which  compntatioDg  of  lon- 
^tnde  mieht  be  generallj  made,  that  mapa, 
diivta,  and  nautical  tablea,  might  not,  as  here- 
tofi»«,  be  ctdcolated  from  the  observatory  at 
Graenwii^  or  from  the  varying  points  of  Phila- 
delphia, New  York,  Washingtoo,  or  Charleston. 
Vi.  P.  dilated  upon  the  adVantagea  of  saoh  a 
■nannrn  Congress  wonld  fix  opon  the  place 
mtmt  proper  for  a  first  mefidian ;  and,  perhaps, 
m  Waabington  was  the  seat  of  Goyemment,  it 
vodd  be  as  proper  a  place  as  any.  Ab  the 
In^tnde  mnst  he  taken  very  exactly,  yarions 
batraxDenta  would  be  neoetBory  for  the  porpoee 
of  "t'r'"g  astronomioal  obs^atlons.  As  he 
VM  deKTODB  that  a  bill  shoold  pass  on  the  snb- 
jMtat  thi*  saadon,  he  did  not  move  a  reference 
at  the  report  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  but 
woni  ihat  it  lie  on  the  table,  to  give  gentle- 
aim  time  to  ooiwder  it  before  he  agked  a  de- 


Fbdat,  Ibrch  80. 
SattuTt  at  Nve  Orltam. 

Tb»  Honsa  resumed  the  oonmderation.  of  the 
lill  ptaridiiig  Uie  means  to  asoertun  the  title  to 
lheb«tbir»  near  New  Orleana. 

lb.  Bibb's  moti(xi  yet  nnder  conrideration, 
Md  a  divWon  of  the  qnestloQ  being  called  for, 

^e  qnestioa  on  striking  ont  the  secticms  of 
tte  pmcnt  bill  (providiog  for  a  jndioial  ded- 
dtn)  yn»  t^eo,  and  carried— yeas  0S,  nays  9S. 


The  qnestion  now  reonrred  on  Mr,  Bibb's 
amendment,  to  insert,  in  lien  of  those  strioken 
ont,  several  new  Beotiona. 

[Mr.  BiBB'a  amendment  proposee  that  the 
right  of  the  United  SUtes  shall  be  vested  in  tho 
Corporation  of  New  Orleans,  so  as  to  enable 
them  fo  defend  any  snit  which  may  be  insti- 
tat«d  for  flie  roooyery  of  the  battnre,  and  that 
thebatture  shall  be  osed  and  enjoyed  as  a  pnblio 
highway  and  landing  place,  &o. ;  as  well  by 
oitizenfl  of  the  United  Statea  as  by  the  inbah- 
itanta  of  New  Orleans.^ 

This  motion  was  decided  by  yeaa  and  naya  and 
loel^-yeae  86,  nays  84. 

Satusdat  March  81. 
Tha  Battmre  at  Nwi  Orleani. 

The  Honae  reeumed  the  conrideradon  of  the 
anfinished  bonneas  of  yesterday,  on  the  bill 
providing  the  means  to  aeoertain  the  title  to  the 
battnre  in  front  of  tie  suburb  St  Mary,  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleans. 

The  qneetion  having  recurred  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Pitkin,  the  said  amendment  was 
withdrawn  by  the  mover. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  oonoimlng 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whde  in  th^ 
first  amendment  to  the  said  bUt,  and  ouiied  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  question  then  reonrred  on  ooncnrring 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honae  in  their 
aecond  amendment  to  the  Bud  bill,  amended  ia 
the  Hoose  to  read  as  follows : 

"Sia  i.  And  bt  it  firthr  enacted,  Tbai  the 
PiendenC  of  the  Unilod  States  be,  and  lie  li  haeby, 
inthorieed,  at  any  time  witbin  one  rear,  to  make 
ind  exeonte  sooh  ocanprcoiiae  wiA  uie  partiei^  or 
any  of  them,  who  were  lemoved  from  the  said  bat- 
tnre (m  tha  twen^.£fthdayof  Jamun',  onethooaaDd 
ei|^  bandied  andei^i^byarder  otdwFVuidmt  of 
tlw  United  Slates,  and  to  pntoora  a  eaaaion  of  didr 
etaims  thereto,  or  to  any  part  thereof^  iax  the  use  of 
the  pabllo,  or  to  any  body  politio  or  ooiponte,  on 
rach  tenns  a>  may  be  •£[«(«  on  with  the  said  par- 
tiei,  and  deemed  adviuble  by  the  President,  aod  to 
stipulate  for  ■  oompeiuatiaii,  either  in  money  or 
pnblic  lands,  in  the  city  r£  New  Orleans  or  its  terri- 
tories, as  he  may  think  pn^ei.' 

Meesn.  Kelsoh,  Bjdub,  Eollasd,  and  Bibb, 
opposed  the  amendment;  and  Uessrs.  Ssstrwir, 
Est,  and  Lton,  snpported  it. 

The  qaealion  being  taken,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  62,  nays  65. 

U011D1.T,  April  B. 
Apportiormmt  ^  Bepretentation. 
Mr.  FiBK  stud  he  rose  to  offer  a  reaolntioD, 
which  he  had  for  some  time  wished  to  present 
for  the  conwderaHonof thisHonee.  Itia  topro- 
vide  for  fixing  the  apportjonment  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  several  Btatea  according  to  the 
third  oensaa.  The  last  ratio  was  one  Bepre- 
sentatjve  for  erei^  thirty-three  thonaand  eools ; 
which  gay*  Mie  hnndreid  and  fMty-two  mem- 
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ben  to  this  House — a  nnniber  u  Urge  oe  mi^  bt 
oonndered  necessarj  fbr  tlie  deepatob  of  legiala- 
tion,  ortopreeerrethelibertiesofttiepeopie.  It 
is  eedmated  that  the  next  mqsiu  will  give  seren 
tnilliona  two  hundred  thonaaod  soius,  whidi, 
sccordiog  to  the  preeeat  ratio  of  representadon, 
would  give  to  ttuB  House  two  hnndrMl  and 
eigbteeD  members — ft  greater  nnmber  than 
ootild  be  acoomuiodated  within  iheee  walls,  and 
a  greater  bodj  of  men  than  ooold  progresi  witii 
tbe  biutiiees  of  the  Hoose. 

Alter  the  oeuHOs  ah  all  be  taken,  tbe  amount 
in  each  Stale  ascertained,  and  the  fractional 
numbers  known,  it  will  be  much  more  difficult 
to  fix  the  ratio  than  at  this  time.  I  therefore 
beg  leave  to  Bobmit  the  following  reaolation. 
And  as  it  embraces  a  satjeot  of  great  import- 
anoe,  I  have  no  olgeotion  that  it  lay  on  the  ta- 
i  few  ds^a  for  die  ootiBiderala<Ht  at  tlie 


BaolBtd,  That  tbs  ■{)p<»tiotiineiit  of  Bepwm** 
tivea  unoDgat  the  KreM  Statai,  Moordiiig  to  tfaa 
lliird  cunmsratioii  of  the  pw^le,  ongbt  to  be  in  the 
ndo  oToiie  KflpnaontBtiTe  for  evetj  fyrtj-Ate  thon- 
■p^  perwuu  in  each  State,  and  that  a  oommitlM  b« 
^pointed  to  bring  in  a  b31  aceoidu^lf. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  reaolntion  lie  on 
tlie  table. 

A  motion  was  also  made  to  postpone  it  for  a 
week, 

Mr.  FioKKAS  moved  to  postpone  the  flirther 
con^deration  of  the  reaolntion  mdefiuitelj.  He 
ILonght  the  qnestion  could  be  dedded  to  mnch 
greater  advantage  in  the  two  first  months  of  the 
next  session  of  cbngr««B  than  in  tlie  two  weeks 
rsoaining  of  the  present  sesaion. 

Mr.  Macon  was  agfdnat  indefinite  postpone- 
ment. Every  one,  on  refleotioD,  mnat  be  satis- 
fled  that  it  wonld  be  better  to  decide  the  ratio 
of  apportionment  now  than  after  the  residt  of 
the  oensns  was  known.  He  thought  the.reao- 
lotion  had  bett«r  have  been  in  Uank  bb  to  the 
ratio.  The  ratio  might  be  settled  either  by  flx- 
fng  the  Qipibw  of  Bepreaentatives  of  whom  the 
Hoose  shonld  eontist  aftor  the  nest  oeoaiu,  or 
by  flziug  the  uomber  of  sonls  whidi  shonld  en- 
title  a  district  to  a  Bepresentalive. 

Mr,  Gold  aajd,  however  desirable  it  might  be 
at  tliis  time  to  fix  the  ratio,  he  donbted  very 
much  whether  a  decision  woold  now  setUe  the 
enestion.  If  a  law  were  now  to  be  passed,  and 
uiere  sboold  be  several  large  fractiona  on  any 
given  ratio,  there  would  be  a  strong  dispositioa 
to  alter  the  ratio  at  tbe  next  sMoon.  He 
thought  it  wonld  be  expedient  also  to  poet- 
pone  the  ^tportionnent,  because  it  mi^ft  be 
afibcted  by  tbe  proportion  in  which  the  popm- 
lation  of  the  United  States  may  have  hicreased 
daoe  the  last  ceasns,  which  ooold  not  be  aeoer- 
tained  till  after  the  oenaoa. 

Hi,  Qdinot  aaid  he  nnderstood  the  object  of 
the  resolution  to  be  to  settie  a  principle  before 
the  facta  were  ascertained.  Now  it  was  his 
opinion  that  the  Hoose  dionld  know  the  facta 
flrst  and  settle  the  priudple  afterwards.  Snp- 
poee  the  priiunpte  to  be  adt^ted— perh^  ime 
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or  two  Statea  m^t  bewtiUed  to  but  tme  B^ 
reeentative,  whidi,  had  the  ratio  been  fiud  at 
forty  thonaand,  might  have  been  entitled  to  Urn. 
This  wonld  af^Miar  to  operate  aqjnstly.  The 
EoBse  most  raiow  ttie  nets  in  croer  fioH;  b) 
aiq»ortaon  Tepreaentataon.  The  ^^oftioonMBt 
oi^t  to  be  made  sot  merely  b  relatiw  to 
popolation,  bat  to  the  weo^  of  the  difiereat 
States  in  tbe  Union — and  tneea  eonaderaticiia 
conld  not  have  their  dae  w^ht  till  after  lbs 
relative  nombers  woe  ascertained. 

Mr.  W.  Albtox  was  in  bvor  of  deciding  in 
the  snbjeet  at  this  session.  He  had  no  fen  rf 
difficulty  reaotting  ttom  fractions  temunkg 
onrepreaented.  It  would  be  leoiJlected  tbit  st 
the  last  apportionment  Delaware  bad  a  fiadicai 
of  thirty-one  tboosand  left,  and  Carotina  trmtj- 
lune  thooaand.  The  mall  States  uonld  not  ok 
Jeottotheoonraepropoeed;  &»■  if  this  qnestiin 
was  postponed  till  after  the  eensoa,  sod  a  pa^ 
tioular  ratio  ehoidd  appear  to  aoit  tbe  retnnaef 
the  three  large  States,  they  woold  sapport  it 
and  carry  it  too,  notwithstanding  the  )up 
fractions  it  might  leave  to  smaller  Stat«.  A 
disadvantage  wonld  therefore  resale  to  the 
small  Stotm  &«m  poetponement  rather  this 
from  a  deddon  now. 

Mr,  FiBE  said  there  was  one  other  reason  vliy 
an  apportionment  abonld  be  made  at  this  aesaion, 
viz :  that  it  woold  enable  the  Btate  Legtslatons 
at  their  ordinary  winter  seasionB  to  divide  dw 
States  into  districts,  and  not  subject  Ihem  to  tbs 
oeoeen^  of  an  extra  session  for  the  pnrpcee. 

Hr.  LrvsniioBS  was  against  indefinite  p<xt- 
ponement,  beoanse  he  was  inclined  to  the  opaa>^ 
that  the  subject  oi^ht  to  be  acted  on  it  Uss 
seaaion,  hot  wished  the  resolution  to  lie  oo  ^ 
table  a  day  or  two.  He  said  he  was  oonviaw^ 
fh>m  his  expetience  in  the  manner  of  duog 
bnsnese  in  this  House,  that  it  wonld  take  neiHj 
the  whole  of  the  next  seemon  of  GoDgiessto 
make  the  apportionment,  it  it  was  postf'OM' 
tin  after  tbe  oensna  was  taken.  He  had  rathv 
tbe  reeolution  had  been  blank  as  to  the  ratio. 

Mr.  f  iSK  modified  his  motion,  so  at  to  lean 
it  blank  as  to  the  ratio. 

Mr.  BuBWEu,  thonght  that  the  piesoit  m 
the  proper  time  to  fix  the  proportion;  betxow, 
after  the  req>ective  nnmbwH  of  each  Slate  wew 
received,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the  larger 
States  to  fix  the  ratio  as  they  pleased,  aad  it 
present  none  of  the  State  jealonsies  oonU  ha 
brought  into  action,  which  would,  when  the 
returns  were  actually  made.  To  get  ovff  tlie 
difficulty  said  to  exist  in  settling  a  prinai{de  be- 
fore the  &cta  wen  known,  it  was  oidj  neoeMty 
to  e^  that  so  many  members  should  axapB* 
theHooHe.  If  tbe  population  waa  smaller  tluK 
expected,  there  woud  still  he  the  nnniber 
deemed  proper  to  constitate  the  Hoose ;  and  if 
it  was  Isfger  there  would  be  no  great  incKM 
of  memb^  to  the  detriment  of  pubfic  bnBinM& 
Mr.  B.  sdd  he  was  inlly  impressed  with  the  ne- 
oesHty  of  acting  on  the  sul^t  at  tbe  preseat 
session.  If  postponed  tdH  the  result  of  the  oea- 
ana  was  knowv,  aad  the  partLcular  intarat  ^ 
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Euh  member  of  the  Hoote  become  impUcated 
b  the  dednoD  d  it,  there  woold  be  extreme 

difficaltj  in  comioK  to  a  deoiuoD. 

Mr.  BiouE  Bud  be  coold  cot  conceive  any  ob- 
jection to  pisHing  the  resolution  in  its  present 
ekpe.  Iq  ttiis  qnesCioD  there  tros  an  inconvo- 
nieoce  on  ona  uds  and  evil  on  the  other.  It 
mm  an  inconvenience  that  the  House  could  not 
iritli  precision  ascertain  the  population  of  the 
UutcdSCatesj  bat,  from  the  increase  in  times 
pKt,  the  increase  for  the  last  ten  jears  might  be 
utimtted.  The  evil  of  postponement  on  the 
other  band  was  great.  Mr.  8.  said  he  had  been 
m  CoDgrcta  whin  the  rstio  of  representation 
had  been  settled  heretofore,  and  he  had  never 
•MD  a  more  difficult  qnesLion- — and  it  ended  at 
last  in  ■  bargain  between  the  membera  of  the 
dilKrent  States;  and  from  these  bargains  no 
good  conld  arise.  He  much  preferred  deciding 
on  the  mbject  at  the  present  session. 

Ur.  Rhea  of  Tennessee  was  aniiona  that  the 
•object  ihonld  lie  on  the  table  a  dav  or  two,  the 
mote  especiaJI;  as  there  was  such  a  disagree- 
raait  of  opinion  as  to  the  operation  of  the 
DKinire  of  fixing  the  ratio  beforehand.  Coming 
from  X  small  State  himself;  he  feared  lest  the 
prindple  should  operate  to  the  injmy  of  the 
rainStatea.  He  said  he  had  been  mncb  snr- 
ned  It  the  declaration  of  the  gentleman  from 
PwMjlTania,  that  the  question  wonld  be  de- 
dded  eventnallj  (if  postponed)  by  Individual  In- 
MreaL  If  on  snoti  a  ^neaUon  the  Honse  was  to 
U  governed  bj  individual  interests,  what  was 
UMaMiontoezpectfromthem!  This snggestion 
m  auoUier  reason  in  his  mind  for  the  resoln- 
lion's  lying  on  the  table. 

Vr.  Sm^h  had  spoken  of  hnman  nature  as  be 
foand  it,  even  in  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee ' 
•iweliasall  others — a  degree  of  self-concern 
alwaji  influenced  individnal  oonduot  Who- 
ttw  had  assisted  at  settling  the  representation 
cf  a  State  wonld  conceive  the  difficulty  of  de- 
tiding  these  questions. 

Tbe  motion  for  indeSnite  poaCponeuent  was 
acnlived,  ayea  23.  The  motion  to  postpone 
lo  Ifoudaj  ahared  the  same  fate,  ayes  88.  The 
iBodoa  to  lie  on  the  table  was  carried — 53 
to  41. 


WKasanii,  April  11. 
Colmul  Waakington, 
Ur.  RiSDOLPH  8ud  that  the  House  was  al- 
na^  apprised  of  the  death  of  Colonel  William 
Tiaington,  in  whom  onr  conntry  had  lost  one 
<f  her  most  illustriouB  sons.  It  is  very  for  from 
m  intaition,  dr,  said  he,  by  any  ampliScation 
a  mine  to  lessen  the  impression  of  that  merit 
•bich  the  bare  mention  of  his  name  is  calonla- 
tcd  lo  make  on  the  mind  of  every  man  who 
^Mrt  me.  It  is  not  the  least  unequivocal  proof 
°( that  worth  that  it  waa  not  extinguished  by 
tu  eSblgence  of  hia  great  kinsman's  glory,  with 
*^  it  was  daily  nronght  into  comparison. 
Ihar»pntation  which  can  stand  such  en  ordeal 
■  tfai^  is  iai  beyond  the  praise  or  blame  of  an 
Toe  IV— 16 


hnmble  individual  like  me.  I^  to  the  proposi- 
tion which  I  am  about  to  offer,  an  objection 
ahoold  arise  in  the  breast  of  an;  man  who  bears 
me  on  the  score  of  the  rank  which  that  gentle- 
man bore  in  the  late  American  army,  permit 
me  to  sng^eat  that  it  is  a  teatimony  to  valor  and 
not  to  rank.  It  is  not  a  mere  respect  to  rank 
which  I  wish  the  Honse  to  pay.  It  is  not  in  rank 
to  add  to  the  infamy  of  an  Arnold,  or  to  the 
glory  of  a  WASBmoToiT.  I  will,  therefore,  move 
Uie  following  reeolntion: 

Retolind,  That  the  memben  of  this  House  do  wear 
crape  on  the  leCturo  daring  the  remainder  of  the  Ma- 
rion, a>  a  teKimonj  of  reepeot  for  the  memoiy  of 
William  Waahington,  late  a  LienteoaDt  Colonel  in  tbe 
RerolatiiKiaTy  army. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  he  hoped  there  was  no  man 
who  felt  more  respect  or  gratitude  to  those  men 
who  served  their  eoantry  during  the  Eovolu- 
tionary  war  than  he  did,  but  this  resolntlon 
appeared  to  be  improper  on  several  grounds.  I 
(^ee,  said  Mr,  S.,  with  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  that  rank  should  have  no  effect  on  the 
opinions  of  the  members  of  this  House  on  such 
a  subject  as  this.  But,  is  it  not  aingulor  that  as 
to  the  many  Aeroea  who  have  served  us  during 
the  Gevolution,  who  have  now  gone  to  their 
long  home,  no  notice  bas  been  taken  of  their 
merits  by  us,  nor  any  step  token  to  confer  upon 
them  the  honor  now  proposed  to  i>e  conferred 
this  officer,  whom  I  acknowledge  to  be  meri- 
ions  ?  We  have  seen  a  Greene  die,  and  cer- 
tainly no  man  exceeded  him  in  rank  or  merit, 
the  General-in-chief  excepted.  We  have  seen  a 
Wayne  also  die ;  and  I  do  not  recollect  that  such 
a  tribute  was  proposed  to  any  man  who  served 
during  the  Kevulution.  Shall  we,  then,  by 
posmig  this  resolution,  sanction  an  idea  that 
lieutenant-Oolonel  Washington  was  entitled  to 
more  respect  than  others?  Wonld  not  the  pas- 
sage of  this  reeotution  be  considered  as  an  in- 
direct censure  on  the  other  Bevolntionary  char- 
's who  have  gone  from  us  ?  When  the  other 
heroes  fall  that  are  atill  existing,  we  must,  if 
we  pass  this  resolution,  pay  the  same  respect  to 
their  merits,  or  snppose  them  to  have  been  in- 
ferior. This  would  introdnce  into  the  Lerisla- 
tnre  invidious  oomparisona,  and,  Instead  of  legis- 
lattng,  we  shall  be  sitting  as  Judges  apon  char- 
acter. In  every  respect,  I  think  the  resolndon 
objectionable. 

The  questjon  was  taken  on  tbo  resolution 
without  ^rther  debate,  and  passed  ta  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  80. 

THDX8DAT,  April  19. 
The  Convoy  SftUra, 
Mr.  Eppes  said  that,  some  time  ago,  a  bill  had 
been  reported  by  him  to  the  Honse,  authorimig 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  employ 
the  public  armed  vessels  to  convoy  the  lawful 
commerw  of  die  United  States.  Tbe  motion  U> 
a^joQrn,  which  bad  been  agreed  to,  wonld  leave 
but  a  small  portion  of  the  time  of  the  Honse  for 
the  discussion  of  the  several  snlgects  before 
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them.  As  he  was  compelled  bj  ill  health  to 
leave  the  oit;  at  an  eartj  daj,  having  already 
-  obtained  leave  of  abaenoe,  he  vaa  aniioas  to 
obtain  B  vot«  on  tbia  before  be  departed,  and 
therefore  asked  to  dischaive  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  from  the  foruier  coneidersiioa  of 
the  bill,  in  order  to  take  the  sease  of  the  Hooae 
-whether  it  ahonld  go  to  a  third  reading  or  Ue 
on  the  table  for  Ihepreaent 

This  motion  was  oj^KMed  bj  IfeGSrs.  Haoos, 
Tatlos,  Picntxir,  Randolph,  Livbimobe,  and 
WiiAOB,  on  the  groond  of  its  being  oat  of  the 
UBoal  CDDTse  of  proceedings ;  and  it  was  objected 
to  the  more  especially  as  tlua  was  a  subject  ia- 
Yolving  very  important  prindple^  and  one 
vhich,  of  all  others,  ought  to  be  disonased  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Epi-bs  expressed  his  wiUingneaa  to  take 
a  silent  vote  on  the  sabjec^  and  thongbt  a  vote 
might  be  obtained  on  the  bill  wilhont  much  de- 

Ur.  JoHssoK  expressed  great  aoiiety  to  vote 
onthebilL 

Ur.  LivEBMOBB  intimated  that  he  vas  strong- 
ly against  the  bill,  and,  if  it  took  every  hoar  in 
the  sesnoD,  he  was  determined  totexpose  what 
he  believed  to  be  its  injorions  features. 

On  the  qaestion,  Mr.  Eppbb'  motion  was  neg- 
atived—yeas  50,  nays  61,  as  follows : 

YcAs. — Wn&  Alston,  jr.,  Wiliiam  Anderw^  Exe- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Baid,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown, 
Robert  BrDini,  William  A.  Bnrwell,  WCIum  Butler, 
Jowph  Caihonn,  Mattbev  Clay,  John  Clf^tton,  Haw- 
ell  Cobb,  Janu*  Cox,  William  Cnwfocd,  John  Daw- 
MO,  Jow;^  Dedia,  John  W.  E^ea,  William  Findlay, 
Heihack  Franklm,  David  S.  Oariand,  Thomas  Gbol- 
•oo,  Petenon  Qeodwyn,  James  Hollaiid,  Bemamin 
Howard,  Jacoh  Uofty,  lUchatd  H.  Jahoson,  Walter 
JoDea,  Aanin  Lyle,  Samnel  MoKee,  Nicbolaa  R. 
Uoore,  Jeromish  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Humford, 
Roger  Nelion,  John  Porter,  John  Roane,  -  Erutni 
Root,  Ebenezer  Sigc,  Thomas  Sunmons,  Ebeneier 
SwTer,  Adam  SeyberC,  Samnel  Shaw,  iWais  Smelt, 
CrCOTse  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Soatbaid,  Robert 
WeidSey,  Robert  Whitehall,  Robert  Withenpoon,  and 
KIchaidWymi. 

Natb.— WUliam  W.  Bibb,  Daniel  Blwidell,  Janet 
BieckeniiJge,  William  Chambeilin,  Epaphroditn* 
Cluunpion,  James  Coohran,  Ridiacd  Cotts,  John  Da- 
venport, jnoioT,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Jona- 
^an  Rsk,  Banillai  Gannett,  Thoa.  B.  GoU,  William 
Hate,  Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hnbbard,  Biohard 
Jackaon,  p.,  Robert  Jenkins,  William  Eenoedy,  Hor- 
jaon  Koickerbacker,  JoKpti  LewiM,  Jan.,  Edwud  St- 
l.oe  LiTBrmore,  Mattbeir  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
RobL  HarioQ,  Vincent  Matthew],  Archibald  MoBryde, 
Flaaoant  M.  HUler,  William  Miluor,  'Fbomai  Moore, 
Jonadian  O.  Mosely,  Joseph  Peanon,  Benjamin  Pick- 
man,  jon.,  Timothy  Pi^un,  jnn.,  Elilha  B.  Potter, 
Jodah  Qoincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Perauyl- 
vania,  Jobs  RhsA  of  Tenntases,  Matthias  Richards, 
Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Smilie,  Samnel  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Jacob 
Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taylor,  JtAn  Thomp- 
son, Uri  Tracy,  George  M,  Tronp,  Charles  Turner, 
_p.,  Jabez  Uphim,  Kichcdai  Van  Dyke,  Archibald 
Van  Home,  ICillian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Whea- 
tou,  Eiekiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 


FsiDAT,  April  13. 
G}limtl  Waihiiigtim. 
Mr.  QirasoT  rose  to  move  a  resointiCHL  Be 
sud  be  very  deeply  r^retted  the  gitnetion  in 
which  this  Honae  bad  been  placed  in  relitiuiti) 
the  memory  of  tbat  distin^ished  offleer  of  tbe 
Revolution,  General  Wilbam  Washington,  in 
coneequenoe  of  the  resolntion  moved  on  tbellth 
instant.  He  thought  that  the  impreesiou  eilub- 
ited  on  the  jonmals  was  not  sacb  as  eilber  HA 
justice  to  that  individoal  or  to  the  feelingi  d 
every  member  of  the  HoDse.  He  hoped  thstto 
the  resolotion  which  he  was  about  to  offer,  ud 
which  had  for  its  olgoct  an  explanatiob  of  tie 
groonds  on  which  he  knew  a  majority  of  tbe 
House  had  voted,  wonld  not  find  an  objedJM. 
It  would  take  away  tbe  appearance  thst  iliii 
Honse  had  not  that  deep  sense  of  the  merits  sad 
services  of  that  ofBcer  which  he  knew  they  pes- 
seesed.    He  then  read  the  (bllowiog  resoluiui: 

Btnlttd,  Tdat  the  Hooss  oT  BepiesenUdm  >n 
deeply  sensible  oT  the  loss  thii  aatioo  has  SDAisri 
hi  tbe  death  of  General  William  WasbiDglom  IsM 
Lientanaot-ColotHl  in  the  Anny  oT  the  Rerdntidi, 
and  that  the  njectioQ  of  the  leaolatioD  ofiend  ndii 
11^  uutant,  in  relation  to  tbat  distii^uiihed  offioi, 
having  been  prodnoed  wholly  by  coniidentioiu  d  > 
geneial  natoie,  canooC  be  deemed  to  derogate  fins 
the  high  Mnse  which  this  House,  in  oodood  vilh 
their  fellow-citizens,  entertain  of  hii  dvii  sod  militsi; 
virtues  andserrioes. 

Tbe  House  agreed  to  consider  the  resolntiai 
—68  to  18. 

The  resolotion  paased — ayes  63 ;  aboat  gerea- 
ty-flve  members  were  present. 

F&iDAY,  April  30. 
Qm&ral   WiUcm»im. 

The  Spbaxk  laid  before  the  Honse  Uie  Al- 
lowing letter,  which  was  read: 

WAHHraoTOH,  AprS  19, 1811 

Sib  :  After  a  tedioni  pauaga  from  New  Oitesm  1 
arrived  at  BaltimoTe  on  the  16th  initant,  and  reubed 
this  city  tbe  next  day.  Hy  absence  hu  been  «"*■ 
sarily  protracted  by  the  aelecCian  of  p«p«<>  fr™  * 
maas  d  twenl7  yeaiV  acoumnlatioii,  for  &»  eat^iii^ 
ment  of  Esct%  to  refbte  the  multi^ioiu  and  dim*- 
fied  calnmntes  by  which  I  have  been  a«ailed. 

I  now  jnesent  myself  to  the  RepresenCatiTe  body  <■ 
the  nation,  the  gnardians  of  the  pablie  veal  sod  tla 
pnteeton  of  in^ridaal  lights,  to  exprea  mj  etnMt 
desire  that  they  may  oonstitute  soma  in^irtisl^ 
buual,  wfaiob  may  be  governed  with  stiictoea  by  mt 
principles  of  the  consCitation  and  the  law)  of  efuom 
to  investigate  the  conduct  of  my  whole  life,  ciril  •» 
military,  whereby  justice  may  be  done,  and  my  sa- 
eiampled  persecution  be  termtnaled. 

I  aver  my  iunocenoe  of  tbe  foni  oBencei  wbidi  ■» 
imputed  to  roe,  and  declare  my  abili^  to  fnppiHt  ^ 
before  any  nnprejudioed  court  Throngb  y""!^^ 
appeal  to  my  countiy,  and  I  claim  that  right  vWra 
ii  not  rrfnaed  to  the  most  profligate — tbe  "gl*" 
oonfroQiiiig  my  aconsers.  The  Representativei  n  M 
people  will  not,  I  am  peimaded,  loSar  a  fellov-^D- 
san  who  has  been  devoted  to  the  public  ■arTine  !■<■* 
than  twen^-five  years,  and  has  nothing  left  him  1m) 
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eoonknn  fldeliLj  and  mttkcbmant  to  hii  oatlTe  Doui- 
bj,  (D  ne  in  vain  for  Janice. 

Tba  eneloaed  Istter  to  the  SeanUry  of  Vita  ma 
wiitleD  aaleiior  to  the  n«eipt  of  my  iiotliiutioii  of 
noil  bom  the  commaiid  on  the  MiuiiiiptH,  ind  will 
eyiaea  mj  reaJiaen  and  my  donre  for  a  fhll  iiiTeiti- 
gatKHi  of  my  conduct. 

mth  perfsct  reelect,  I  have  Ihe  houra-  to  ba,  lir, 
TOUT  abe£sDt  mraat, 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  J.  S.  VxRSTm,  Spaier,  j-e. 

ITaval  MUtilithnenL  , 
Mr.  Rardolph,  from  the  oomniittee  to  whom 
TBS  referred  the  renolntioa  respecting  the  redno- 
tioD  of  the  Naval  Eatabliahment,  reported  the 
Mowing  bit! ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  re- 
feired  to  B  Committee  of  the  Whole : 
[Here  ibllowi  the  Bill] 

MoHDAT,  April  28. 
LoanBilL 

The  House  resolved  ilMlf  iynto  a  Committee  of 
die  Thole,  on  the  bill  aDthoriziDg  a  loan  for  a 
■oiD  of  money  not  exceeding  the  amount  of  the 
prindpa]  of  the  public  debt  Teimbonable  dor- 
ug  the  year  1810. 

fin  the  disciuaon  which  took  place  on  this 
bill,  there  was  no  objection  to  the  principle  of 
it.  Every  gentleman  who  spoke  assented  to 
the  propriety  of  placing  at  the  dispoeal  of  the 
Government  &  earn  of  money  folly  adeqiiat«  to 
meet  the  i4>propriations  anUiorized  by  law  for 
the  present  year.] 

Mr.  Dana  wished  to  ascertain  the  precise 
UDonnt  of  the  principal  of  the  debt  reimbursa- 
ble daring  the  year  1810,  with  a  view  to  insert- 
ing the  snna  in  the  body  of  the  bill. 

Some  diflbreDce  of  opinion  appeared  to  exist 
•9  to  the  exact  amonnt  of  pijnci]«l  reimbnrg- 
■Ue.  The  snni  annually  applicable  to  the  pay- 
ntent  of  the  pnblifi  debt  is  eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars. The  snm  left,  after  paying  the  interest  of 
it  for  the  year,  is  annnally  applicable  to  the  ex- 
tingnishment  of  the  principal.  The  exact  amonnt 
of  interest  payable '  on  the  pablio  debt  during 
this  year  not  being  known,  there  was  a  difficnl- 
ty  in  ssoertaining  the  eiact  amount  of  prindpal 
rdmbnrsable. 

The  mm  of  $4,800,000  was  menUoned. 

Mr,  Dasa  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
mborize  a  loan  "not  exceeding  $4,800,000, 
bang  the  amonnt  of  the  principal  reimbursable," 
Ac  This  motion  was  anpported  by  the  mover, 
nd  MeMra.  Gold,  Sbkffbt,  QtrisOT,  Upkuc, 
TujjUDeB,  and  Ptcziuji,  and  opposed  by 
Kenn.  Bacmn,  W.  Alsiob,  and  MoNTOomsr. 

The  argnmenla  In  favor  of  the  motion  were, 
nnetally,  that  it  was  improper  to  attempt  to 
ugniM  any  thing  by  giving  to  it  a  epecioos 
isme;  that  borrowing  money  shonld  not  be 
called  paying  the  pablio  debt ;  that  all  anthority 
given  to  borrow  money  sboold  be  express  and 
vcdfio  as  to  the  sum.  It  was  said  in  reply, 
ton  there  coold  be  no  otgeotion  that  the  tmth 
•boold  ^pear  on  the  bee  of  a  bill ;  that  this 
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being  wanted  to  defray  the  ordinary 
expenses  of  the  Government,  but  to  pay  debts 
heretofore  contracted,  the  phraseology  was  per- 
fectly correct;  that  it  was  as  specitic  in  fact  aa 
if  expressed  in  so  many  Sgares. 

Mr.  Daha  varied  his  motion,  after  debate,  on 
acoonnt  of  the  uncertainty  which  appeared  to 
exist  as  to  the  snm  reimbursable,  and  of  coarse 
im  to  be  loaned.  He  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  BO  as  to  give  authority  to  borrow  a  sum 
of  money  "  not  exceeding  four  millione  of  do^ 
lar«." 

This  motion  was  supported  and  opposed  by 
the  same  gentlemen  who  debated  the  former 
motion.  In  sapport  of  the  motion  it  was  stud, 
that  this  sam  was  all  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  had  asked  for,  and  was  therefore  as 
mnch  as  ought  to  be  given.  The  advocates  of 
the  amendment  also  said  that  they  were  averse 
to  legislating  blindfold,  to  voting  millions  with< 
oQt  knowing  for  what,  or  to  surrendering  np 
their  judgments  to  Eiecntive  discretion,  under 
an  idea  that  the  President  would  not  borrow 
more  than  was  necessary. 

In  reply  it  was  sud,  that  since  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  bad  made  the  estimate  in  ques- 
tion, other  expenses  had  been  inoaiTed ;  that  it 
was  impossible  to  tell  the  precise  amount  which 
was  wanted  nntil  Congress  shonld  a^oum,  as 
it  was  impoesible  to  tell  on  one  day  what  ap- 
propriations they  would  make  the  next  day ; 
that,  if  not  necessary,  the  anthority  to  borrow 
wonldnot  be  used;  as  in  the  case  of  the  loan 
authorized  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  not 
a  cent  of  which  had  been  actoally  borrowed. 
That  law  had  granted  an  authority  nearly  simi- 
lar to  this  In  nearly  the  same  language. 

Mr.  Daka'b  motion  was  negatived— 63  to  20. 

Mr.  QtTiKCT  observed  that  he  felt  but  one 
difficulty  on  this  aobject.  He  coold  not  agree 
to  borrow  an  amount  greater  than  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  had  sud  was  necessary.  He, 
therefore,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  to 
it  the  following  proviso ; 

"FroBidtd,  That  nothing  in  Oil  act  conlaiiMd 
•hiU  be  conitnied  to  aattioiue  any  nim  to  be  borrow- 
ed gnatar  than  torn  milliow  of  doUors.' 

Tbe  motion  was  lost — ayes  S8. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  ' 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

TtnsDAT,  April  M. 
Seduetiim  oflKa  If  any. 

The  House  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  to  reduce  the  Naval  Establishment  of 
the  United  States. 

The  bill  having  been  read — 

Ur.  HcEm  moved  to  amend  that  part  of  the 
bill  which  directs  the  sale  of  all  the  gnuboata, 
by  adding  tbe  following  words:  "belonging  to 
the  United  States,  tmfit  for  service,  and  unwor- 
thy of  repairs," 

This  motion  was  agreed  to  without  deba[e, 

Kr.  Kit  said  he  was  friwdly  to  the  rednction 
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of  the  Kavj,  bat  not  to  ita  uutihilui 
therefore  moved  to  strilce  oat  to  mnch  of  the 
bill  as  providea  that  rU  tbe  frigates  but  three 
■hall  be  ^'scdd,"  and  to  insert  in  liea  thereof^ 
"  Utd  ap  in  ordinary." 

Hesva.  Dxsa.  and  Mdvfobd  snpported  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Rhza  of  TennesBee  made  a  motion,  which 
saperaeded.tbat  made  by  Hr.  Sbt,  to  Btrike  out 
the  whole  of  the  Bection,  except  so  mnch  as  re- 
lated to  gnnhoats.     He  waa  whollj  oppoeed 
the  reducLion  of  the  Nav;  at  present 

Mr.  SviLiE  add  he  ahould  vote  for  the  n: 
tion  with  a  view  to  inserting  a  sntntitnte  going 
to  place  the  Navy  now  oa  the  footing  of  tl 
Peace  Establishment  of  ISOS. 

Mr.  Dan^  was  inbvorof  Mr.  Hbea's  motio 
bnt  expressed  himself  verj  pointedly  in  fsvor 
8  reform  in  the  eipenditores  and  oondnct  of  tbe 
Naval  EstabliBhment  generally. 

Mr.  BAasETT  also  was  in  favor  of  Ur.  Bkka's 
motion.  He  supported  the  policy  of  a  small 
navy,  and  vin^oated  the  esiabliabmeDt  generallv 
from  charges  of  waste  or  extravagance,  thoogli 
he  was  friendly  ta  reform  wherever 
Mr.  B.  Bpolce  nearly  an  hoar. 

Mr.  Ooox  and  Mr.  Bhba  of  Tennessee  also 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  strike  oot  the 
whole  of  tbe  first  section. 

Mr.  Maoon  spoke  against  tbe  motion,  and 
against  the  policy  of  a  navy  aa  applicable  to  the 
sitaatJOD  of  this  ooantry. 

Mr.  Btahiobd  followed  Mr.  Maooit  on  the 
same  side  of  the  question,  and  particularly  rep- 
robated the  extravagant  expenditure  of  money 
incident  to  the  □avaTsyatein. 

Mr.  Daha  spoke  again  on  the  snlject  of  re- 
form in  the  syatem. 

Mr.  Macon  and  Mr.  Stakpobr  explained. 

Mr,  hoja  was  agtunst  the  reduction  of  the 
Navy  under  present  appearances. 

Tlie  motion  to  strike  out  the  rem^der  of 
tbe  section  was  carried,  61 

Mr.  SiuuB  moved  to  insert,  in  the  place  of 
that  part  which  was  strioken  out,  the  following : 

•<  And  fniUtsr,  diAt  the  Pnaideat  of  the  Umted 
Statea  be,  and  he  i(  faenby,  aotbiinaBd  to  keep  Id  ae- 
tnot  lerfice  ai  many  of  tbe  iligatei  and  other  aiiDed 
veuel*  M  b  hii  jodgiMut  the  natdre  of  die  Krvice 
may  require,  and  to  oaoae  the  nddne  to  be  laid  np 
in  ordinary  in  oonvenient  porta :  PrvBidud,  the  whole 
nomber  of  offioen  ami  namea  ihall  not  '    ' 

fixed  by  the  act  '  in  addittoa  to  the  acl^ 


lidunent,  and 

day  of  Apiil,  1806." 

Mr.  S.  read  the  law  aDnded  to  in  this  amend- 
ment, which  would  go  to  retain  in  servioe  thir- 
t«ea  owtains,  nine  masters  commandant,  seven- 
ty-two lieDteuauts,  one  hundred  and  fifty  mid- 
shipmen, utd  nine  hundred  and  twenty-five 
able-bodied  seamen,  ordinary  seamen  and  boys. 

Mr.  MoEu  opposed  the  amendment,  because 
he  was  altogether  oppoeed  to  a  reduction  of  the 
Navy  in  tiie  present  state  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Sioua  replied.    He  said  he  had  no  sp- : 
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prehenuon  of  danger  to  his  oountry  from  lajini; 
up  a  few  frigat«H. 

Mr.  Bassxtt  Btat«d  that  the  whole  number  of 
seamen  now  in  service,  was  hot  two  thooauid 
seven  hundred  and  twenty  .three.  If  the  umii- 
ber  was  reduced,  the  expense  of  reducing  tmd 
re-enlisting  them  within  a  short  period,  would 
exceed  the  expense  of  keeping  them  inserrioe 
during  the  intervaL 

Kr.  MoHTooMEBTSpokein&TOtof  theamcad- 
ment^  under  the  impression  that  there  was  do 
disposition  in  Congreas  to  make  use  of  the  Nary. 
Although  the  number  of  seamen  in  serrioe 
might  not  exoeed  two  thousand  seven  handred 
and  twenty,  as  stated,  yet  the  Prtaident  now 
had  power  to  authorize  the  employment  of  five 
thonsand  four  handred  and  ninety  men.  Tbe 
adoption  of  the  amendment,  he  said,  woold 
curtail  the  present  annual  expense,  $TTS,OO0. 

Mr.  UvKFosD  spoke  against  the  amendncDt. 
He  remarked  that  the  oounting-hoose  cilcals- 
tion  of  pounds,  shilliasB,  and  pence,  hereCofon 
imputed  as  a  fault  to  the  merdianU,  seemed  to 
have  been  transferred  to  the  planters  of  cotton 
and  tobacco.  He  did  not  regard  a  little  ei^eosa 
when  put    in  competition  with  the  nibonil 

Mr.  Siqlib's  amendment  was  negatived. 
The  section  for  disnsiiu  all  the  navy-y»rf> 
except  those  at  Boston,  New  York,  and  No^ 
folk,  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Kit  moved  to  insert  "  Wadungton"  if- 
ter  New  York,  and,  speaking  in  suppOTt  of  his 
motion,  expatiated  on  the  advantages  poawcwd 
by  a  navy-yard  at  the  seat  of  Government- 
Mr.  Babsbtt  concnrred  with  Mr.  Kit  in  opin- 
ion ;  but,  as  he  presumed  the  section  was  onlj 
meant  as  an  accompaniment  to  that  part  of  the 
bill  already  stricken  out,  he  moved  to  strike  out 
the  whole  section. 

Mr.  Daha  otft>oBed  the  amendment  Si 
navy-yards  were  certunlynotneoessaiy  Ibrtbe 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  he  partico- 
larly  oppoeed  the  reteutioa  of  the  yard  at  Vash. 


ifr.i 


£bt  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Dana,  and  in 

support  of  Mr.  BAsanrt's  motion.  He  def«ni- 
ed  the  navy-yard  at  Washington  against  the 
impntattons  cast  on  it 

Measrs.  Taujiadob  and  Dana  spoke  sgvnit 
the  amendment 

Kr.  SmuE  spoke  in  favor  of  the  amendmsnt, 
and  ezpreesed  his  astonishment  at  the  chsage 
which  appeared  to'  have  taken  place  in  the 
House  sinoe  they  bad  voted,  60  to  31,  a  few 
days  ago,  to  reduce  the  Navy. 

Mr.  £bt  expressed  his  surprise  that  a  gealle- 
nwn  having  as  mnch  parliamentary  expeneDce 
as  the  gentlenuui  who  preceded  him,  should  b« 
surprised  at  the  change  of  votes.  A  nuyorily 
had  voted  to  reduce,  having  different  olyeds  a 
reduction  in  view ;  bnt,  when  a  reduction  in 
branch  of  expenditure  was  proposed, 
it  ^ipeared  that  a  m^ority  ooold  not  agree  in 
it    Mr.  K.  spoke  again  in  &Tor  of  tbe  amend- 


D,.,iz..i,L.OOglC 


DEBATES  OP  CONGRESS. 
Bedmtam  itf  ike  Na^. 


[H.  , 


o  strike  oat  the  section  was  lost, 
Mr.  KxT  renewed  his  motion  to  insert  "  Wash- 


T 


.  Run>OLPR  opposed  the  motion  or 

penodoftheuDfltDessof  thesitBHtionof  Wosh- 

iitftan,  Mimpared  with  others,  for  a  navy-3-afd. 

Mr.  Uacw^  snpportM  the  motion ;  becSQse 
he  was  ntterlj  opposed  to  a  navy,  he  said  he 
wished  that  a  navj-jard  should  be  kept  here, 
IS  members  of  CoDgress  woald  be  mnch  sooner 
disgusted  bj  seeioK  the  expenditures  of  the 
Kirj  BTstem,  than  by  hearing  of  them. 

Mr.  Dana,  as  a  Mend  to  a  navy,  sdd  be 
wished  the  amendment  not  to  prevail.  "" 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  an  enem] 
saties,  wished  to  retwn  the  yard  at  this  pibm , 
be,  Mr.  D.,  a  fHend  to  them  generally,  wished 
to  dispose  of  or  disnse  it.  Thej  therefore 
tboDgnt  alike,  though  they  ahonld  vote  d"" 
BQtIy. 

The   motion  to  insert    "Washington" 
carried— 54  to  42. 

The  section  for  rednoing  the  marines 
stmcfc  oat,  without  debate — ayes  69. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  hill  ss 

The  Spkakss  resumed  tbe  Gh^,  and  the 
House  resolved  now  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  MiLKOB  sdd  the  bill  had  been  mnch 
unended  in  committee,  and  as  the  remnant  left 
■mounted  to  very  little,  and  tbe  discnssion  of 
Ihitliltlewonld  probably  coet  more  than  would 
be  saved  by  passing  it  into  a  law,  he  moved  to 
poM^ne  the  fVirtber  conslderatJnn  of  the  sub- 
ject indefinitely. 

WsDSESDAT,  April  25. 
Loan  Sill. 

Tbe  engrossed  bill  authorizing  a  loan  for  a 
ram  of  money,  not  exceeding  the  amoont  of  the 
pHncipa]  of  the  pnhllo  debt,  reimbursable  dur- 
ing the  year  1810,  wee  read  a  third  time. 

All  the  gentlemen  who  spoke  against  tlie  bill 
profeeaed  to  be  willing  in  a  proper  manner  to 
anthorixe  a  loan  of  any  som  of  money  necessary 
to  meet  the  appropriations  made  ;  but  they  con- 
tended that  the  bul  was  objectlonahle  becaose 
the  snm  was  not  stated  in  the  face  of  the  bill, 
Itecanse  the  bill  hot*  a  deceptive  appearance  of 
brarowingmoneytopay  the  public  debt,  when,  in 
&ct,  it  was  to  meet  tne  ordinary  eipensea  of  the 
Government ;  because  the  bill  antborized  a  loan 
of  five  milliooB  five  hnndred  and  sixty  thousand 
dollars,  more  by  one  million  one  hnndred  and 
tfsty  thonsand  dollars  than  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tteasary  had  declared  to  be  necessary,  and  be- 
caose no  loan  ou^t  to  be  anthorized  until  billa 
now  hefore  the  Honse  were  decided  on,  which 
involved  a  reduction  of  the  annual  expenditure. 

In  reply  to  the  objections  to  this  bill,  it  was 
urged  that  tbe  amount  anthorized  (not  requir- 
ed) to  be  borrowed  was  as  definitely  expr^sed 
■i  thou^  in  figares ;  that  there  oonld  be  no  de- 


ception 00  the  face  of  the  bill,  for,  if  no  debt 
heretofore  contracted  was  now  to  be  paid  off, 
there  would  not  only  be  no  occasion  to  borrow,  • 
hot  there  would  be  an  immense  annnsl  snrptug 
in  the  Treasury  ;  that,  since  the  estimate  of 
ibur  millions  had  been  reported  to  tbe  House, 
various  appropriations  bad  been  made,  and  it 
was  impossible  yet  to  say  how  mnch  might  bo 
wanted,  and  no  more  would  be  borrowed  than 
aotnaUy  was  wanted  ;  that  if  the  passage  of  the 
bill  was  delayed  hot  a  day  or  two,  it  would  be 
very  easy  for  geeciemen  to  prevent  its  passage 
at  all. 
The  bill  was  passed — yeas  77,  nays  86. 

Btdvetion  iif  the  Jfanff, 

Tbe  House  then  resamed  the  consideration  of 
the  unfinished  bnsiness  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  MiLNOB  said  when  he  had  made  the  mo- 
tion for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  biU, 
be  had  supposed  that  the  sense  of  tbe  Honse 
had  been  fiilly  expressed  on  it ;  but  as  it  ap- 
peared that  the  motion  wonld  oconpy  much 
time  in  debate,  and  as  some  gentl^en  had 
thought  proper  to  insinmtte  that  tbe  motion  was 
made  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  meeting  a  di- 
rect qneetion  on  the  hill,  he  now  rose  to  with- 
draw the  motion. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  first 
amendment  made  in  Oommittee  of  tbe  Wbole^ 
viz :  to  strike  ont  so  mnch  as  reqnlres  the  sale 
of  all  tbe  gunboats. 

Hr.  KuuFORD  hoped  that  the  frigates  wonld 
not  be  laid  up  in  ordinary.  He  said  ho  waa  no 
politician  by  profession  ;  he  had'  been  called 
from  mercantile  pnrsnita  ag^nst  his  inclination, 
bnt  be  bad  always  understood  that  government 
was  instituted  for  the  protection  of  the  dtizen. 
He  waa  chagrined  when  he  saw  the  events  nn- 
folding  in  the  Old  World,  and  witnessed  sach  a 
paralyzing  system  going  on  in  his  own  country. 
He  bad  hoped  that  some  system  would  have 
been  adopted  for  the  protection  of  our  oom- 
merceatsea.  Ifgentlemen  were  determined  to 
abandon  tbe  ooean  altogether,  be  begged  to  . 
know  it  in  time  before  merchants  were  totally 
mined,  for  it  was  impossible  at  present  to  carry 
on  any  commerce  whatever.  The  part  of  tbe 
country  which  bo  represented  (city  of  New  York) 
felt  it  strongly ;  agricultnre  would  feel  it  aooner 
or  later.  Tbe  enormons  captures  made  of  their 
property  had  rednced  merchants  to  the  alter- 
native of  staying  at  home,  or  having  no  com- 
merce but  with  Great  Jlritain.  If  gentiemen 
are  disposed  to  surrender  oommeroe  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  belligerents  and  retire  trom  the 
a,  it  is  time  to  know  it.  Ur.  M.  said  he 
no  motw-mofigar ;  he  never  arraigned 
gentlemen  for  their  motives.  We  have  heard 
gentlemen  say,  "  millbns  for  defence  and  not  a 
cent  for  tribute ;"  and  a  noble  and  popolar 
sentiment  it  was.  It  seemed  now  to  be  revers- 
ed with  them,  and  a  plain  translation  of  their 
speeches  waa,  "millions  for  tribute;  not  a  cent 
for  defence."  Yarions  projeote  had  been  offer- 
ed.   Some  gentlemen  were  for  pntting  down 
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tbe  whole  Army  and  Navy ;  othera  were  for  a 
sc»t  of  Bnail  BjBtem,  al&rmed  st  the  least  appre- 
beDsion  of  danger.  Viewing  the  sattject  aa  he 
did,  Hr.  M.  eotreated  that  gentlemen  would 
ooDseat  to  protect  commerce.  The  island  of 
St.  Domingo  now  poMMaed  eeventeen  armed 
Teesels.  They  were  gainiag  strength  daily,  and 
what  was  the  dtnation  of  onr  Sonthem  bor- 
itn  t  If  oar  naTal  force  wiu  entirely  with- 
drawn from  the  ocean,  it  was  impossible  for  an 
army  of  militia  to  defend  the  month  of  the 
Cbeeapenke.  He  nnderstood  that  two  resaels 
were  now  bailding  in  Chesapeake  Bay  for  St. 
Domingo.  He  knew  that  the  Haytian  agents  had 
been  in  this  country  for  the  pnrpose  of  purchas- 
ing vesiels.  Under  all  these  circumstances  was 
it  wise  and  prndent  to  discharge  the  Nary! 
He  presumed  the  best  comse  would  be  to  put 
to  sea  what  little  navy  we  have  to  protect  our 
own  coasters,  for  they  would  he  necessary  with- 
out any  view  to  commerce  in  the  European 
•eas.  Under  every  view,  instead  of  laying  np 
those  vessels  in  service,  Mr.  U.  said  he  hoped 
that  gentlemen  would  consent  to  fit  out  every 
vessel  in  the  pos^es^on  of  the  United  States, 
and  send  them  out  to  protect  American  com- 

A  motion  having  been  made  by  Mr.  Swub  to 
amend  the  hill  so  as  to  place  the  Navy  on  the 
footing  on  which  it  stood  in  1806 — 

Ur.  DiLNA  said  he  was  not  fur  pausing  with 
merely  replacing  the  former  system ;  he  was 
also  for  guarding  against  the  waste  of  public 
property  and  treasure  which  had  taken  place  in 
the  Naval  Establishment.  He  believed  that  for 
the  number  of  fighting  men  afloat  the  United 
States  had  been  put  to  a  much  greater  expense 
than  was  necessary.  He  was  not  speaking,  he 
said,  of  our  havingfew  brave  men  on  the  water, 
nor  of  the  great  sums  given  anywhere  to  those 
who  give  OS  their  blood ;  but  the  system  of  the 
navy-yards,  he  believed,  required  a  thorough 
reform.  If  he  was  to  judge  of  the  general  econ- 
omy on  board  the  frigates  and  smaller  vessels 
from  the  little  he  had  seen  of  them,  he  must 
set  it  down  for  certain  that  waste  did  not  exist 
on  board  the  vessels  after  they  were  fitted  for 
service,  and  manned,  and  officered.  As  £sr  as 
he  bad  an  opportnnity  to  observe,  he  had  mark- 
edastrongsenseof  subordination,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  command  at  the  same  time  sustained 
with  gentleman-like  propriety,  without  any  on- 
neceesary  torture  or  rigor.  In  all  this  busi- 
ness, Mr.  D.  said,  where  yon  employ  warriors, 
whether  by  land  or  water,  that  department 
called  the  staff,  the  agents,  purveyors  of  sup- 
plies, Ac,  is  the  bran(£  of  the  service  to  which 
yon  most  look  for  waste.  On  merely  casting 
the  eye  along  the  decks  of  our  vessels,  the  con- 
duct of  the  officers,  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
men  behaved,  indicated  a  sort  of  conduct  which 
appeared  to  him  incompatible  with  waste,  laxity 
of  discipline,  or  want  of  attention  to  duty. 
Generally  speaking,  Uje  civil  branch  of  the 
service  was  the  reverse  of  this.  Mr.  D.  advert- 
ed to  the  mode  of  equipping  vessels,  and  rep- 


robated  the  scrambling,  which  he  had  tm- 
deratood  often  took  place  for  eqiiipmeDtf,  u 
incompatible  with  methodical  uracgement,  and 
correct  distribution  of  supplies.  It  wis  vuste- 
ful  aud  inconsistent  with  regular  acMantabll- 
ity.  It  was  not  the  coarse  pursued  in  the  navy- 
yards  of  other  nations.  The  commander  of  s 
man  of  war  in  other  conntriea  was  nut  permit- 
ted to  go  into  a  navy -yard ;  he  could  not  then 
claim  to  have  every  thing  new  on  tiovdhii 
vessel.  When  every  man  was  suffered  to  men- 
age as  be  would,  there  was  no  sectirity  for  tk 
economical  conduct  of  an  establishment ;  for  the 
more  anxious  was  each  commander  to  cava  his 
own  vessel  exclusively  well  equipped,  the  mors 
would  the  public  suffer.  He  wss,  therefore,  br 
adopting  some  system  of  rigorous  retrenchment 
— what  it  should  be  he  did  not  know.  Id  the 
nature  of  the  thing  he  was  confident  it  could  b« 
done;  without  it  there  must  be  much  wut«. 
At  present,  therefore,  he  was  again.it  strikiug 
oat  the  frigates  from  the  Naval  EsCsblishmenL 
A  reform  in  the  expense  was  the  great  deside- 
ratom,  not  the  abolition  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  D.  swd  he  would  submit  to  the  House 
one  cwisidei-ation :  the  appearance  which  tb« 
passage  of  sncb  a  bill  would  present  to  the  irod^ 
after  the  resolations  passed  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  session.  For  his  oiva  put, 
indeed,  he  had  deemed  it  useless  to  make  de- 
clarations of  national  independence,  or  to  re- 
solve against  submission;  but  at  the  commcnw- 
ment  of  the  session  a  resolntion  had  been  parsed 
respecting  what  had  taken  place  between  Ei- 
ecutive  and  the  British  Minister,  and  then  Con- 
gress had  pledged  themselves  to  call  furtb  the 
whole  force  of  the  nation  to  stand  hy  and  sup- 
port the  President  He  had  supposed  this  un- 
necessary, improper,  and  exceptionable  in  some 
respects.  But  at  the  same  session,  when  the 
controversy  was  chiefiy  respecting  msntime 
privilege,  if  they  should  not  only  reduce  bnl 
sell  the  Navy,  what  would  the  world  say,  vbeJi 
they  bad  seen  the  beginning  and  end  of  theses- 
i  I  Would  it  be  poasible  that  foreign  po»- 
could  look  up  with  any  reverence  to  their 
9  r  We  shall,  said  he,  be  reduced  to  such  i 
situation  that  even  the  apprehension  of  our 
hatred  could  not  insure  respect  ih>m  fbmga 
Qovemmeuts,  if  we  suffer  onr  conduct  to  be  <a 
completely  at  war  with  onr  own  acts.  lu  or- 
der to  possess  some  appearance  of  respectability 
in  the  estimation  of  others,  the  moat  expedient 
oourse  woold  be  tp  establish  economy  and  pro- 
vide for  a  less  profuse  distribution  of  the  pnblia 
moneys,  but  to  retwn  the  public  armed  vesseU 
that  we  may  be  in  the  condition  for  effectual 
service  whenever  it  is  deemed  expedieiit  By 
this  course  we  may  save  more  of  property 
as  well  as  character  than  by  an  aboLtion  of  the 
Navy ;  and  If  we  save  both  it  is  better  than  to 
'e  the  one  and  lose  the  other. 
In  allusion  to  a  remark  of  Mr.  MrKFOan 
against  the  bill,  Mr.  B.  said  that  ia  r^^  to 
what  was  formerly  said  respecting  millions  ioi 
defence  and  not  a  cent  for  tribute,  that  doctrine 
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VIS  a  f  erj  good  one,  bnt  it  had  do  connectioD 
with  crsn-liiig  within  oureelves  in  time  of  dan- 
ger—with  the  terrapin  policy — with  drawiag 
in  bead  &Dd  clawa  bo  that  no  part  of  the  body 
fhoald  be  exposed ;  and  those  who  were  for 
thai  coarae,  (becaase  really  tbej  had  not  pro- 
Tided  any  shell,)  could  not  Tery  well  Bppeaf  for 
tbeir  jutification  to  the  doctrine  of  ''  miltiocs 
for  defence  and  not  ft  oent  for  tribute,"  and  yet 
he  believed  that  the  gentleman  from  New  Yort 
hiuuelf  had  voted  for  that  syatem  of  terrapin 
defence.  AJthoagli,  aaid  Mr.  D.,  1  was  against 
that  tbing,  yet  there  were  men  diatiDgniahed 
for  talents  and  worth,  and  who  ere  eminent  in 
dte  councils  of  their  conatry,  who  entertained 
KUtJments  widely  different  This  policy  was 
borrowed  from  the  t^lonta]  system ;  we  did  not 
uiQine  the  sfnrit  of  a' nation,  perhaps;  we  re- 
eoUected  what  we  hod  done,  oefore  when  we 
were  colonies,  and  perhaps  gentlemen  thonght 
the  sflbrts  of  children  might  sncoeed  when 
Uiey  had  attained  t«  manhood.  It  was  a  delu- 
Boa.  If  gentlemen,  however,  now  see  through 
their  error,  their  desire  to  correct  it  ought  not 
to  be  condemned. 

Ur.  Bamett  wasof  opinion  with  Ur.  B.  that 
Tt&aia  rather  than  rednction  of  the  Naval  Es- 
Ublishmcnt  ought  to  be  their  object.  He  was 
glad  to  findthat  when  the  Navy  was  brought 
into  view,  other  ideas  than  those  of  mere  com- 
mem  began  to  be  aa3o<^iated  with  it.  Hereto- 
fore it  had  only  been  advocated  as  a  means  for 
the  protection  of  commerce.  Mr.  B.  said  he 
Bred  in  a  district  which  was  sensibly  alive  to 
the  beneGte  of  a  navy.  The  district  which  he 
npresented  had  withm  it  more  water  than  land. 
It  therefore  became  essential  Ki  the  defence  of 
fail  coDstilnents  that  they  shonld  have  a  float- 
ing protection.  It  was  imposfflble,  in  the  natm« 
oftbings,  that  they  conid  be  defended  bat  by  a 
Soitiag  defence.  Surely  there  conld  he  no  gen- 
tlemio  in  the  Honse  who  was  not  sensible  of 
the  aeceisity  of  protection  1  It  might  be  a  fa- 
vorite point  in  a  monarchv  to  keep  the  country 
nnprotected,  and  thus  under  the  control  of  the 
Government,  but  the  motto  of  Bepnbitcs  shoold 
be  universal  Jnetic&  eqnal  rights,  and  common 
defeoce.  Be  ashed  gentlemen  to  look  at  the 
nagnitDde  of  the  object  of  defending  onr  sea- 
coasts,  which  conld  not  be  less  than  three  thon- 
■nd  miles  in  extent,  and,  taking  into  considera- 
'tioQ  the  aides  of  oar  navigable  rivers,  that 
Rtent  tronid  be  doubled.  If  gentlemen  would 
bntlbr  a  moment  consider  the  immense  space 
which  was  exposed,  they  would  see  all  the  im- 
[Kirtsnee  of  secoring  an  adeqoate  defence.  The 
Howe  had  been  told,  and  certwnly  very  truly, 
that  there  waa  a  maritime  force  rising  in  oar 
■K^borhood.  The  Bouse  had  been  told,  also, 
«M  told  correctly,  too,  that  at  least  two  large 
leaseb  were  bnilding  in  their  own  waters  for 
tbe  use  of  that  growing  maritime  power.  At 
tbevery  moment,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  we  know 
that  the  blacks  of  St.  Domingo  are  bnildmB 
inela,  shall  we  dispose  of  oar  public  armed 
Twda ) .  Let  me  aak  «ho  will  bn;  them  when 


pnt  into  the  market  t  Who  but  Cliristophe 
and  Petion  f  It  is  redaced  to  a  certainty  tliat 
if  wo  pnt  them  now  to  the  hammer,  they  m^nst 
go  in  that  direction.  I  aak  gentlemen  seriously 
to  weigh  that  consideration. 

The  aitnation  of  otfr  Navy  is  at  present  snfB- 
ciently  reduced.  We  have  only  five  frigates  in 
actual  aervlce.  The  Chesapeake,  for  want  of 
repairs,  is  now  in  harbor.  If  gentlemen  are 
anxioas  that  she  should  be  laid  up  in  ordinary, 
I  would  accord  in  it;  but  I  would  prefer  to 
leave  this  sntject  entirely  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Executive.  I  know,  sir,  how  apt  a  propo- 
sition of  this  sort  is  to  be  met  by  aauggestionof 
Presidential  confidence  ;  but  when  we  come 
to  consider  onr  particular  dtuation,  that  we  are 
putting  it  into  the  power  of  the  President,  not 
to  add  to  the  burdens  of  the  people,  bat  to  re- 
lieve them,  that  will  be  thoaght  a  souiid  argu- . 
ment  to  Justify  the  course  of  leaving  the  whole 
matter  to  the  discretion  of  the  President.  The 
wisdom  of  the  last  and  of  the  present  Oongress 
has  kept  in  service  five  frigates.  We  cannot 
remain  in  session  at  all  timea;  and  we  are  at 
this  moment,  extremely  doubtfol  as  to  the  as- 
pect our  affairs  will  assame  as  to  foreign  na- 
tions, 1  would  ask  gentlemen  if  former  ex- 
perience does  not  warn  us  that  if  we  have  an 
accommodation  with  one  belligerent,  it  will  but 
lead  to  a  wider  breach  with  the  other  ?  But  if 
this  DConrrenoe  does  not  take  place,  and  every 
thine  should  turn  out  happily,  my  proposition 
wonld  leave  it  in  the  power  of  the  ExecntiTe 
to  secure  the  pnblio  against  loss.  The  expense  * 
ia  not  drawn  upon  as  by  the  Executive,  but  it  is 
snch  as  the  wisdom  of  the  National  Legislature 
has  thoaght  proper  to  incur.  Therefore  I  think 
it  fair  to  consider  the  subject  in  this  way.  Aa 
we  are  about  to  separate,  and  aa  present  appear- 
ances wonld  not  ■warrant  our  giving  up  any 
speciee  of  protection,  we  shall  oe  justified  in 
giying  a  discretionary  power  to  the  Executive 
to  put  down  such  ptu^  of  the  Naval  Establish- 
ment as  he  may  in  fiiture  think  it  juatiGable  to 
part  with. 

I  am  not  one  of  those  who  think  the  expense 
of  the  Navy  a  snfBcient  argument  for  disposing 
of  it  altogether.  I  have  been  asked  what  has 
the  Navy  done.  I  can  answer  for  a  large  por- 
tion of  mj  constituents,  that  it  has  kept  tbem 
quiet  in  mind.  Is  it  not  important  that  the 
men  who  live  on  the  seaboard  should  know 
that  we  have  a  force  to  repel  attack !  What  sort 
of  attack  have  we  caose  to  eipeA!  A  seriOQS 
invasion?  Certainly  not.  The  sort  of  attack 
which  we  ought  to  guard  against  is  the  preda- 
tory attack,  made  at  small  expense,  to  our  great 
injury.  If  we  do  away  the  naval  system  en- 
tirely, our  whole  seacoast  will  be  liable  to  be 
ravagod.  A  single  frigate,  a  single  privateer, 
a  single  pirate,  might  come  into  yoar  waters  and 
ii^jure  your  citizens  to  a  considerable  amount. 
It  has  been  mentioned,  and  I  have  seen  an  of- 
ficial intimation  of  it,  that  two  or  three  veiisels, 
in  the  shape  of  pirates,  had  stopped  vessels  at 
the  month  of  the  Mississippi.     The  force  now 
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embodied  oa  the  ocean  u  not  more  tluin  sde- 

Joate  to  the  seoority  of  the  nation  agaiust  pre- 
atprf  warfare.  I  am  williog,  notwilhstanding 
this,  to  leare  it  to  the  Executive  discretion  \n 
lessen  the  harden. 

I  regret  maeh  that  at  this  period  of  the  ses- 
lion  we  oonnot  go  into  an  examination  of  the 
expendituree  the  gentleman  f^om  Oonnecticnt 
complins  of.  I  think  it  proper  to  obeerve  that 
for  one  I  ah^  be  willing  to  reoeire  his  asaiat- 
ance  in  detecting  abuses.  I  believe  the  gentlo- 
man  at  present  at  the  head  of  the  Nay;  Depart- 
ment has  ever;  disposition  to  correct  them. 
But  at  the  same  time  that  is  not  sufficient  for 
na.  I  do  not  know  of  an  j  mmeeeasarj  eipeoaea, 
or  I  should  bring  them  to  pnblio  view ;  I  do 
believe  there  Ib  not  that  want  of  ajstem  which 
the  gentleman  Beems  to  enppose.  This  mnch  I 
.know,  that  at  all  the  navy-yards  are  proper 
ofBoers  for  diatribnting  stores.  There  all  the 
rigging,  ropes,  tK.,  &c.,  are  kept  apart,  and,  as 
fkr  as  a  landsman,  a  lubber  like  myself  can 
Jndge,  appear  in  great  order. 

In  relsiion  to  the  smaller  veeaela  it  appears 
by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that 
thej  are  in  perfect  repair.  The  expeue  of  sail- 
ing them  is  the  only  expienee.  1  cannot  bnt 
again  repeat,  because  I  think  it  of  the  last  im- 
portance, that  the  secarity  which  these  small 
vessels  givee  us  greatly  outweighs  all  disadvan- 
tages of  eipeose.  If  we  oan  lessen  the  expense, 
let  us  do  it,  in  the  hope  that  at  another  seesic 
we  shall  be  able  to  find  out  where  the  evil  e: 
*  iats.  It  Is  generally  stud,  when  this  subject 
nnder  oonsiderattoR,  that  we  oannot  attempt ' 
cope  with  Great  Britain.  Becaose  we  oamic  , 
are  we  to  snt»amb  to  othersf  To  provide  no 
protection  against  smaller  powers!  At  this 
moment  the  master  of  an  American  merchant 
Teasel  is  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Em- 
peror of  China,  aooantry  posseasing  the  greatest 
population  in  the  world,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting the  citizens  of  the  Emperor  agsinst 
some  small  pirates.  Is  there  a  fact  oan  speak 
more  strongly  to  na,  that,  without  some  sort 
of  naval  defence,  with  suck  a  seacoast  as  we 
have,  (and  let  it  be  recollected,  ur,  that  our 
■eacoast  is  much  greater  in  proportion  to  our 
popnlation  than  tJie  Chineee,)  we  shall  be  at 
tbe  mercy  of  the  worst  <^  the  human  race  t 

It  was  aeked  what  mighty  good  the  Navy 
baa  done.  Let  me  ask  the  gentleman  'n^ho  asked 
that  queation,  what  migbty  good  our  Army  has 
done  by  land  f  When  we  consider  the  point  of 
expense,  let  as  consider  the  evils  of  differect 
sorts.     Let  me  ask  gentlemen  if  the  evils  de> 

Sicted  to  exist  in  Pern,  where  gold  abounds, 
0  not  equal  any  thing  they  can  imapne  to  pro- 
oeed  from  the  want  of  money  I  We  must  for- 
get the  evils  that  force  prodnces  in  the  necessity 
which  exists  for  haviug  it.  We  cannot  say, 
because  some  evil  results  from  force,  that  we 
will  not  have  it ;  for,  if  yon  have  it  nol,  others 
will.  Qur  own  ezperieoce  should  teach  us  the 
ncceffiity  of  it.  ^?hat  was  the  effect  of  oar 
doqaent  addresses,  when  oolonieti,  placed  at 


the  foot  of  the  British  throne!  They  (tha 
British)  sent  a  fieet  and  army  to  Boston.  Tbey 
did  not  tell  you  powerwas  right;  buttheyuM 
it  with  their  feet  and  army.  Reason  wiU  tall 
ua  the  same  now ;  it  is  impossible  to  meet  torn 
bnt  by  force.  The  effects  of  naval  force  in 
well  remembered.  It  is  well  recollected  that 
in  the  Revolution  Cornwallia  marched  from 
Charleston  to  Virgbia.  When  he  got  there,  ■ 
French  fleet  was  on  the  coast.  The  very  mo- 
ment the  fleet  advanced  by  water,  Comwallii 
surrendered.  Here  was  evidence  of  the  effect 
of  naval  force.  And  it  is  by  its  efficiency  that 
we  must  balance  the  great  ol{}eotion  of  expense. 
I  have  heard  it  stated  here  how  mnch  men 
expense  asailor  is  than  a  soldier.  If  we  look  to 
tbe  fact,  and  contrast  the  efficienc}^  of  the  two, 
we  ahali  find  that  the  snperior  efficiency  of  Ihs 
sailor  greatly  outweighs  the  additional  eipenaa 
There  is  one  fiict,  very  strongly  illustrative  <tf 
this  principle,  drawn  from  British  history,  ix 
ia  found,  by  the  p^Msrs  laid  before  Pariiamtnt, 
that  the  present  naval  eatabliahment  costs  seven- 
teen millions  annually.  The  expense  of  tha 
army  is  nearly  the  same.  With  seventeen  mil- 
lions of  water  force,  the  navy  of  Great  Britain 
makee  her  mistress  of  the  ocean ;  with  eevea- 
n  millions,  the  land  force  of  Great  Britain  ia 
itemptible.  As  concerns  onrselvea,  all  tbe 
attack  we  can  expect  to  receive  is  on  the  oceta 
or  on  the  seacoast,  and  we  can  by  Ibis  &ct  see 
demonstrably  that  we  can  procure  more  pro- 
teotion  for  a  certain  number  of  dollars  expended 
on  the  water  than  we  can  from  the  same  num- 
ber of  dollars  expended  on  the  land.  Qistcrj 
shows  that  Kepublics  are  always  naval  powera; 
and  navies  have  preserved  their  exiateace.  lbs 
history  of  England,  instead  of  destroying  this 
argument^  is  in  favor  of  it ;  the  celebrated  ex- 
ploits of  the  Duteb  confirm  it.  England,  thou^ 
a  monarchy,  is  the  freest  in  Eorope,  and  til 
nations  have  enjoyed  the  greatest  naval  cdeb- 
rtty  when  they  have  been  most  ftee.  A 
navy  has  jio  great  general  at  tlie  head  of  it, 
wielding  an  immense  body  of  armed  men.  Tba 
commanders  of  ships  have  a  very  different  in- 
fluenoe.  The  admiral  himself  cannot  act  en  tbe 
land.  Hiatory  does  not  show  an  instance  where 
an  attack  was  made  on  the  liberty  of  a  nation 
from  that  quarter.  I  am  therefore  disposed  to 
give  my  feeole  aid  to  support  an  effident  force 
upon  the  water  rather  than  npon  the  land;  and 
I  believe  tbe  present  establishment  is  by  no 
means  beyond  what  ought  to  exist. 

Mr.  RiJraoLPii  said,  that  as  his  objectioiu  to 
the  Navy  went  to  the  whole  system,  he  weald 
make  his  observatioos  at  large,  in  preference  to 
reaerving  them  in  detached  parts  on  the  variou 
detula  of  tlie  bill.  My  object,  said  Ur.  R,  >• 
to  endeavor  to  persuade  the  House  tiiat  they 
ought  not  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House.  I  have  ever  be- 
lieved that  the  people  of  tbe  United  States 
were  destined  to  become,  at  some  period  or 
other,  a  great  naval  power.  The  onerring  io- 
dicatioDs  of  that  ftci  were  preeenled  to  na  in  a 
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toonags  and  number  of  gesmeii  exqeeding  ttiose 
of  tnj  ather  D&tiun  in  the  world,  one  only  ez- 
oepted.  When,  therefore,  I  proposed  to  radnce 
die  Naval  Establishment  of  the  United  States, 
it  vai  not  for  the  pitiful  object  of  putting 
down  some  five  or  seven  gnnboats  and  two  or 
three  animportont  naTy-jftpda,  or  of  making 
the  migfat^r  rednction  contemplated  in  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsjl- 
lania.  In  other  words,  it  was  for  the  purpose 
of  making  barely  such  &  retrenchment  in  the 
naval  expenditure  as  might  enable  Oovemment, 
after  sndi  retrenchment  was  effected,  to  go  on 
with  the  aid  of  loans  and  taxes.  We  haa  two 
n«<n  of  the  probable  state  of  the  nation  pre- 
WDted  to  us  during  this  session.  The  first  was 
a  view  of  war,  in  which  case  it  was  agreed  on 
■n  hands  that  loans  and  tazee  would  be  neces- 
sary ;  the  next  was  a  view  of  peace,  in  which 
case  it  was  believed  that  loans  and  taxes  were 
itBBec«>HBry,  and  was  so  prononnocd  trout  the 
highest  antbority  in  the  conntrj  on  financial 
eonoemB.  Bnt  now  it  seems  to  have  a  view 
of  reduced  military  and  naval  expenditnre 
which  does  not  obviate  the  necessity  of  loans 
and  taeai  My  object  in  the  proposed  rednctiim 
was  not  u>  enable  the  Government  to  get  on 
with  the  aid  of  loans  and  taxes,  bnt  to  make 
•Dch  a  redaction  as  wonld  have  enabled  the 
Government  to  dispense  with  a  racurrenoe  to 

I  have  said,  sir,  that  the  United  States  wer«, 
in  ny  opinion,  destined  to  become  a  great 
naval  power;  and  I  have  read  unerring  indi- 
cations of  it  in  the  commercial  prosperity  of 
OUT  country,  out  of  which  alone  it  can  grow, 
Bnt  1  believe,  if  any  thing  could  retard  or  event- 
■ally  destroy  it — if  any  thine  could  strangle 
in  the  cradle  the  infant  Hercmee  of  the  Ameri- 
esu  Navy — it  would  be  the  very  injudieions 
Bode  in  which  that  power  has  been  attempt«d 
to  be  prematDrely  bronght  into  action,  and  kept 
in  action,  during  the  two  last  administratinns. 
Again,  a  naval  power  necessarily  grows  out  of 
tonnage  and  seamen.  We  have  not  only  driven 
away  oar  tonnage,  but  have  exerted  ourselves 
with  no  little  zeal,  even  at  this  v^  session,  to 
prevent  its  ever  coming  back.  We  have  not 
been  willing  to  ooDsest  that  vessels  polluted  by 
the  anpardonable  sin  of  a  breach  of  the  embargo 
sboald  return.  Tme  it  is,  that  we  have  not 
made  the  same  provision  in  relation  to  seamen : 
we  have  conceived  the  gnilt  rather  to  reside  in 
the  wood  or  iron,  than  in  the  men  who  con- 
ducted it.  But,  althongh  we  have  no  provision 
for  the  express  purpose  that  they  shonld  not 
Rtom,  unfortunately  the;  have  not  returned ; 
iod  the  proof  of  this  fact  is  evinced  by  another, 
Tii:  that  landsmen  are  at  diis  moment  employed 
on  board  onr  few  ships  of  war,  because  Beameu 
eaonot  be  procnred.  Oar  tonnage  and  seamen, 
then — the  nnews  of  naval  power — ore  wounded 
by  OUT  own  measnrea,  to  a  considerable  degree. 
Again:  it  has  always  been  understood,  accord- 
ii^  to  my  view  of  the  subject,  that  one  of  the 
inodpal  usee  at  a  navy  was  to  protect  com- 


merce ;  but  onr  political  rule  for  some  time 
past  has  been  that  of  inverse  proportion,  and 
we  have  ^soovered  that  commerce  is  the  natu- 
ral protector  of  a  navy.  The  proof  of  this  is 
found,  if  not  in  every  act  of  this  House,  cer- 
tainly in  most  of  the  speeches  delivered  on  this 
floor.  I  need  only  allude  to  a  speech  mode  by 
a  colleague  of  mine,  (Mr,  Gbolson,)  who  nsn- 
ally  site  on  my  right  hand,  a  few  days  ago,  in 
which  he  stated  that  the  power  to  regulate 
commerce  was  specially  given  by  the  constitu- 
tion to  the  United  States— not  as  a  means  of 
raising  revenue,  equalitiug  duties  throughout 
the  United  States,  and  making  all  in  fact  one 
family — but,  that  it  was  put  into  the  hands  of 
Oongresa  as  a  soorpion-whip  to  bring  the  other 
nations  of  the  world  to  onr  terms ;  that,  by 
tnrning  away  the  light  of  onr  conntensnce — the 
annshine  of  our  commercial  bounty — they  might 
wither  and  decay. 

I  had  always  thoueht  too,  sir,  that  ibe  reve- 
nue which  a  Nav^  Establishment  naturalty 
calls  for  was  to  be  founded  on  commerciu 
greatneas ;  in  other  words,  that  commerce  was 
to  give  us  revenue,  and  revenue  was  to  supjiort 
a  navy,  which  in  retorn  was  to  protect  com- 
merce. But,  it  seems  we  have  changed  all 
this — we  have  perverted  the  whole  course  of 
procedure — and  whyl  Sir,  shall  we  keep  up 
an  expensive  Naval  Establishment,  necessarily 
driving  us  into  loans  and  taxes,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  a  commerce  which  the  Qovernment 
itself  says  we  shall  not  carry  on ;  and  when 
members  of  this  House  tell  ua  that  the  natural 
proteotion  of  commerce  is  the  annihilation  of  it  t 
The  Navy  has  now  become  a  sort  of  fifth  wheel 
to  the  political  coacb,  and  I  am  unwilling  to 
keep  it  up,  at  this  expense,  on  these  grounds. 

If,  sir,  the  construction  which  I  have  taken 
of  the  sense  of  the  House  and  of  the  Govern- 
ment be  not  correct,  whence  comes  it  that  we 
have  such  cases  before  us  as  that  of  Dnnid 
Bnck  I  Whence  comes  it  that  we  hear  of  Treas- 
ury instructiotis,  not  issued  in  the  first  instance 
for  the  purpose  of  expounding  a  law  touching 
the  clearances  of  vessels,  that  uniformity  may 
prevail  in  the  different  districts,  but  supple- 
mentary instructions,  becoming  in  practice  the 
actual  law  of  the  land  }  In  other  words,  if  my 
construction  be  not  correct,  whence  comes  it 
that  every  principle  formerly  called  fedaml — 
every  principle  of  Executive  energy  and  power 

'  a  been  atralned  of  late  to  an  extent  hereto- 
unparalleled  I  Whence  comes  it,  that  in 
the  arehivea  of  this  Assembly,  we  find  copies  of 
licenses  given  by  the  Executive  power  of  t^e 
nation — to  do  what!  To  permit  one  port  of 
this  confederacy  to  supply  another  part  with 
bread  I  We  have  had  Eiecative  licenses,  gra- 
ciously permitting  that  a  portion  of  our  citisens 
shonld  not  starve  while  the  rest  were  revelling 

plenty,  and  suffering  for  want  of  a  market  I 
_._t  ns  suppose,  that  in  the  fragments  of  history 
of  the  ancient  nations  of  the  earth,  of  those  pe- 
riods which  are  most  involved  in  obscurity,  we 
ahcmld  find  an  Imperial  rescript  to  this  effect, 
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That  would  be  the  ioeTitable  ooncliision  of  tlte 
historwi  ?  That,  if  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
Government  oonld  at  plessore  starve  one  part 
of  the  people  while  another  was  lioting  in 
plenty,  tjiat  the  individDal  who  held  this  power 
waa  the  greatest  despot  on  earth,  uid  the  (jor- 
erament  a  purelj  cnmiied  despotism.  Bnt,  tar, 
it  would  be  improper  to  draw  any  sach  oonclo- 
mon  here,  because  we  are  the  most  enli^tened 
people  on  earth — I  believe  we  have  ptarad  that 
on  record.  It  was  nothing  but  the  protection 
of  the  Navy  of  the  XToited  States,  and  a  de«re 
of  avenging  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake — for, 
among  all  the  caoses  of  the  embargo,  we  hear 
of  none  ufleucr  than  the  .attack  on  the  Chesa- 
peake ; — it  was  nothmg  but  a  defence,  not  only 
of  the  commercial  interests,  but  of  the  naval 
strength  of  the  nation,  which  created  this  dic- 
tatorship in  the  person  of  the  Chief  ICa^trate. 
It  was  not  that  we  are  naturally  more  prone  to 
slavery  than  others,  but  it  was  for  the  preser- 
Tfttion  of  onr  national  defence,  (if  that  bo  not 
positively  opposed  to  national  defence  which 
costs  foDr  millions,  and  which,  when  Greek 
meets  Greek,  and  the  tug  of  war  comes,  must 
take  refuge  nnder  snch  measnres  as  those  I  have 
mentioned.)  No,  ^;  my  objeot  in  the 
which  I  presented  to  the  Hoase  was  a  great 
it  was  to  enable  na  to  dispense  with  a  loau  to 
the  acknowledged  amonnt  of  $6,1CO,000— to 
enable  us  to  dispense  with  taxation,  to  an 
amonnt  which  no  man  can  calcnlate,  [ii^  indeed, 
the  system  which  passed  tjiis  House  was  con- 
Btmcted  to  bring  in  revenoe  at  all )  It  was  not 
a  little)  paltry  afiair  of  reducing  a  ooaple  of 
navy-yaris ;  not  to  bnry  the  dud,  who  have 
been  already  interred  in  the  marshes  of  the 
^is^ippi ;  not  twice  to  slay  the  sisin :  it  was 
for  a  great  pnblic  object.  RMlly,  far,  the  re- 
dnction  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Smilik)  reminds  me  very  forcibly  of  an  in- 
■adent  which  is  said  to  have  taken  place  at  the 
discovery  of  the  gunpowder  plot,  wTien  com- 
missioneiH  were  sent  into  the  Parliament  vaults, 
to  examine  into  the  situation  of  the  gunpowder 
and  combostiblea  collected  together  for  the  pur- 
pose of  blowing  np  the  King,  the  Parliament, 
and  the  whole  constitation,  they  returned  and 
reported  that  they  bod  found  fifty  barrels  of 
gunpowder ;  that  they  bad  removed  five-and- 
tweaty  barrels,  and  humbly  trusted  that  the  re- 
maining five-aud-twenty  wonld  do  no  harm) 
This  is  precisely  the  reduction  which  the  com- 
mittee and  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
have  agreed  to  make.  It  ia  a  reduction  which 
will  not  do  any  effectaal  serrico,  and  I  there- 
fore hope  the  House  will  not  accord  in  it. 

Bat,  we  are  told  that  great  and  gigantic 
events  in  Europe  are  to  be  arrested.  That 
which  the  British  navy  cannot  do,  I  suppose,  or 
that  which  the  combined  Continental  forces 
opposed  to  her  cannot  eflfect,  is  to  be  decided 
here  by  three  frigates ;  for  that  is  precisely  the 
eitent  to  which,  if  I  nnderstand  him,  he  is 
willing  to  go,  It  neems,  we  are  also  to  suffer  a 
total  loss  of  the  ships  to  be  sold,  they  being 
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unfit  for  eveiT  other  purpose.  Are  Uicy  unfit 
for  the  East  India  trade  f  Was  not  Uie  tiA 
vessel  which  ever  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  nnder  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  the 
old  frigate  Alhancet  And  would  not  then 
vessels,  if  sold,  be  purchaaed  for  that  and  for 
other  purposes;  more  especially  when  <re  coo- 
sider  the  immense  loss  of  tonnage  which  ihe 
United  States  have  snstained — I  will  not  sij 
how,  but  when— within  the  last  two  yetnl 
But  this,  if  well  fonhded,  wonld  be  no  obj«cliDO 
with  me  to  the  reduction  of  the  Navy.  Im 
willing  to  put  a  clause  in  the  bill  to  anthuriza 
the  I^esident  to  gitre  the  frigates  away,  if  he 
cannot  ted  them.  My  objectioD  to  the  eipeoH 
is  not  merely  to  pounds,  Bbillings,  and  peace— 
not  merely  to  the  counting-hooae  calcnlatioa— 
but  to  expenses  utterly  incMomensorate  to  the 
ot^ect  to  which  those  expenses  profess  to  go, 
and  to  a  system  of  organized  public  pltmder. 
If  we  agree  to  make  thisrednction,  huwerer.ao- 
cording  to  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  frcrn 
Vir^nia,  (Mr.  BAfiSBTT,)  forei^cners  Till  pur- 
chase from  ua  ships  of  the  best  construction  ia 
the  world,  on  the  beat  terms,  I  believe,  if  cbe 
gentleman's  knowledge  on  the  state  of  our  pab- 
lie  ships  was  as  accurate  as  perhaps  it  is  on 
other  Bubjecta,  he  would  hardly  suspect  foreign- 
era  of  coming  to  onr  markets  for  the  pcrpuMof 
bujring  those  ships  to  annoy  onr  i^tatncrcs. 
Who  wUl  become  the  purchasers — Great  feitr 
^!  After  having  given  her  bundred^of  thou- 
sands of  tons  of  your  shipping  naWB^ingOBda' 
the  British  flag,  and  manned  her  navy  irilh 
your  seamen  dnven  from  your  employmant,  do 
yon  believe  the  Admiralty  will  send  acros*  ti» 
Atlantic  to  bny  the  hulks  rotting  at  the  navy- 
yard  ;  or  would  it  be  a  formidable  accession  to 
the  British  navy,  especially  when  fbor  ot  these 
vessels  are  absolutely  unfit  for  any  porpcas 
whatever  i  I  presume  that  even  the  Emi^ 
of  France,  if  it  were  anolgectwith  him  to  hare 
these  famoQS  models  of  naval  architectuie  at 
Antwerp,  would  hardly  venture  to  purchtu 
them,  and  run  the  risk  of  getting  them  acnM 
the  ocean.  I  conceive  you  could  hardly  get  ia- 
Buronoe  done  on  them  at  Philadelphia  or  Itiiti- 
more.  The  idea  of  keeping  these  vessels  is  ab- 
solutely idle,  unless  gentlemen  are  disposed  U 
send  their  commerce  on  the  ocean,  and  emploj 
force  in  the  protection  of  it 

Sir,  I  am  extremely  exhausted  already— «)d 
I  presnme  the  House  are  fully  as  fatigued  vilk 
me  as  I  am  with  myself—but  I  will  endeavor  to 
go  along  with  my  loose  remarks.  The  paoegj- 
ric  which  the  gentiemau  from  Connecticut  (Ur. 
Dani)  has  been  pleased  to  bestow  on  the  Amer- 
ican naval  officers,  1  have  not  the  least  indispo- 
sition to  subscribe  to,  so  far  as  my  knowledge 
will  permit  me  to  go.  As  far  as  my  iaforma- 
tion  extends— 4s  far  as  I  have  the  pli^asore, and 
I  may  add  the  honor,  of  being  acqcaicied  vith 
those  gentlemen — there  is  no  class  in  socielj 
whom  I  think  more  highly  deserving.  And  I 
hope,  when  the  gentiemau  went  into  tto 
enlopom  on  the  (oie  band,  and  inference  at 
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lM8t  of  eea8nr«  on  that  nhicb  he  has  been 
|d«ued  to  term  "Tlie  Staff  of  the  Navj  "— bnt 
which  1  inppose  I  ma;  as  well  call  the  eivil 
inmeA,  who  have  the  control  and  nianagemeiit 
of  the  civil  aerrice ;  not  the  men  vho  fight  the 
battles,  but  who  pocket  the  greatest  part  of  the 
emolament — that  he  would  have  been  more 
paitioular.  Sir,  I  do  know  that  comparigonB 
■re  extremely  nnpleasant,  and  no  consideration 
would  iodnce  me  to  go  into  them,  eEn>eciHlly 
ifter  the  observation  of  my  friend  before  me. 
Oh.  Macom,)  bnt  the  diacharge  of  an  imperious 
pablic  du^.  I  can  have  no  hopea  of  deriving 
■nr  thing  Airther  than  experience  Irom  the  past 
Administrationa.  It  is  to  make  nae  of  this  ex- 
perience that  I  call  the  attention  of  the  Houbc 
to  the  comparative  expeusee  of  the  Navy  nnder 
tile  several  Administrations. 

I  find,  from  the  Treasury  Htstement  in  my 
hand,  mode  on  the  6th  of  this  month,  that  the 
Kavy  ooder  General  Washington's  adminlstra- 
Uon,  cost  $1,100,000;  that  during  the  four 
jMis  of  Mr.  Adams's  administration,  it  cuet 
ta,r00,OOO,  in  round  nambers;  that,  in  the  eight 
yean  of  the  succeeding  Administration,  it  cost 
112,700,000.  1  make  these  remarks,  because 
the  statement  differs  from  that  made  by  the 
worthy  gentleman  Irom  Connecticut  in  this  re- 
q>ect;  that,  when  he  made  the  expenditure 
Uider  the  laet  Administration  to  amount  to 
fonrteen  millions,  he  did,  in  my  opinion,  im- 
properly saddle  that  AdininlBtration  with  the 
expenditure  of  the  year  1801,  viz:  $2,111,424, 
authorized  and  voted  tmdcr  Mr.  Adams's  ad- 
ministratioD.  From  the  mere  glance  at  thb 
paper  i>  will  be  seen,  that  from  1801  to  1802, 
the  expenditnre  fell  from  the  above  snm  of 
$2,000,000,  to  $900,000,  marking  distinctly  the 
Rtrenchment  at  the  period  of  Mr.  Jefferson's 
acceesiiin.  The  first  year  properly  chargeable 
to  the  laat  Administration  is  that  succeeding  the 
ooe  in  which  they  came  into  office,  viz:  1802. 
1  find,  also,  from  a  oompnrison  of  the  statements 
in  the  same  document,  that  the  moat  extrava- 
gant jear  of  the  second  Administration  was  the 
year  1800 — the  year  after  I  first  had  the  honor 
of  a  seat  in  this  Uouse — when  the  expenditure 
amounted  to  $8,448,716.  The  most  extrava- 
gant year  of  the  last  Administration  was  the 
year  succeeding  ile  going  out  of  office,  the  ex- 
penses of  whidi  wore  incorred  and  voted  by  it, 
viz:  to  the  amonnt  of  $2,427, 7CS. 

Against  the  administration  of  Ut.  Adams,  I,  in 
etmuDou  with  many  others,  did  and  do  yet  en- 
totain  a  sentiment  of  hostility,  and  have  re- 
peatedly cried  out  against  it  for  extravagance, 
and  for  profusion,  and  for  waste — wanton  waste 
— of  the  public  resources.  I  find,  however,  upon 
ooonderation — whether  from  the  nature  of  man, 
w  from  the  nature  of  things,  or  f>om  whatever 
other  cause — that  that  Administratioa,  grossly 
aitravagsnt  as  I  did  then  and  still  do  believe  it 
to  have  been,  if  tried  by  the  criterion  of  the 
caoeeeding  one^  was  a  pattern  of  retrenchment 
ud  economy ;  and  I  ask  the  House  to  put  the 
^oestion  to  themselves,  whether  we  are  likely 
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to  see,  at  any  future  period,  an  Administration 
more  economical  than  that  of  which  we  have 
ju«t  now  taken  leavol  And  this  I  say,  without 
meaning  to  cast  the  slightest  imputation  on  the 
present  The  person  now  at  the  head  of  affair^ 
has,  at  least  in  one  respect,  conducted  himself 
in  his  high  office  in  a  spirit  dear  to  my  lieart — 
it  ia  the  spirit  of  a  gentleman.  The  first  sesdon 
of  Congress  under  the  last  Administration  waa 
a  period  of  retrenchment.  Throw  the  session 
of  last  summer  out  of  the  question,  and  this 
most  be  the  eeasion  of  reform  under  the  present. 
Have  we  any  reason  to  conclude,  &oro  what  we 
have  seen  or  heard,  that  we  can  look  forward 
to  any  policy  more  economicid  than  that  of  the 
Administration  of  which  we  have  just  taken 
leave!  I  wish  it  to  be  clearly  understood,  that 
in  the  year  IBOO,  in  which  onr  expenses  amount- 
ed to  $8,448,060,  we  had  three  44-gun  frigates ; 
six  frigates,  from  44  to  S2 ;  two  of  82,  of  a  large 
size;  four  of  82,  smaller;  eight  from  82  to  20; 
three  eloops  of  war  and  four  brigs,  from  18  to 
16;  and  five  brigs  and  schooners,  from  14  to  13 
guns — employing  a  total  of  7,296  seamen.  This 
Administration,  too,  it  shonld  be  remarked,  not 
only  built  every  frigate,  every  vessel  of  respect- 
able force — yes,  ur,  built  them  fWtm  the  stump 
— which  the  United  States  now  have,  but  many 
others,  which  have  been  since  sold,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds of  which  have  gone  into  the  Treasury. 
At  this  time,  then,  when  the  United  States  had  ' 
this  formidable  force  afioat-  when  nearly  B,000 
seamen  were  employed;  (I  know  the  documents 
only  state  7,800,  but  I  am  told  from  the  best 
authority  there  were  nearly  8,000;)  when  our 
flag  at  least  triumphed  in  our  own  sees;  when 
we  had  nothing  of  that  system  of  drawing  with- 
in our  shell,  which  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut BO  justly  derides;  when  we  hod  not 
reached  the  soft-sbelled  state  in  which  we  were 
jilaced  by  the  non-intercourse  law;— at  that 
time,  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  cost  nearlj 
three- millions  and  a  half,  makinR  for  each  sea- 
man about  $172.  I  know,  sir,  taat  these  state- 
ments are  diy,  bnt  they  are  useful  in  proportion 
as  they  are  irj.  According  to  the  statement 
which  my  colleague  (Ur.  Basbbtt)  has  made, 
and  which  he  has  told  yon  not  only  came  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  but  was  in  the  Sec- 
retary's own  handwriting,  the  number  of  sea- 
men which  he  hod  last  year  in  employ  wot 
8,738,  which  coat  the  nation  $2,427,000— for 
each  man  enpbyed,  within  a  trifle  of  $B001 
Now,  sir,  if  every  seaman  nnder  the  last  Admin- 
istration cost  double  the  expense  which  was  in- 
ourred  for  the  same  man  under  the  preceding 
one,  if  the  same  system  is  continued,  we  have 
no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  seamen  next  year 
will  cost  double  of  their  present  expense.  But, 
even  suppose  the  expense  to  remain  the  same 
as  it  now  is,  will  the  Representativoa  of  the 
American  people  agree  to  maintwn  a  naval 
force  which  costa  ns  $900  (within  $13)  per  man, 
the  use  of  which  no  man  has  attempted  to 
guess,  much  lesa  to  demonstrate  I 
I  wish  to  be  indulged  in  a  little  further  oom- 
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parative  poKtioal  eoonoinj.  I  believ«^  ur,  that 
the  same  good  reanlta  in  politics  fi*om  compar- 
ing the  merits  of  different  Adminietratioos,  that 
results  in  medicine  and  sargerj  from  the  diasec- 
tion  of  the  human  body — that  they  are  fciriy 
to  be  tried  by  the  same  mlee.  I  find,  then,  that 
in  the  vear  ISOO  the  estimated  pay  of  the  ofB- 
cera  is  '$B91,000,  and  that  the  estimated  pay  of 
the  seamen  in  the  same  year  is  1818,000.  And 
yet,  sir,  by  the  estimate  now  hefore  me,  and 
which  any  gentleman  can  tTim  to,  made  for  the 
year  1800,  the  sahsistenoe  of  the  officers,  their 
pay,  and  that  of  the  seamen,  amonnts  only  to 
|296,00O~a  snm  less,  hy  nearly  $100,000,  than 
the  estimated  pay  alone  of  the  officers  in  1800 
— while  the  expense  of  the  whole  Establish- 
ment approaoh  for  the  last  year  within  |1,000,- 

000  of  the  expense  of  the  year  first  mentioned. 

1  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  these  manifest  ' 
consistencies,  and  I  might  say  solecisms,  in  i 
pdltical  arithmetie.  We  have  a  Navy  which 
we  are  told  employs  2,700  men,  which  costs 
within  a  third  as  mnch  as  a  Nary  employing 
nearly  8,000  men,  and  yet,  when  we  come  tc 
compare  the  great  objects  of  expense — to  wit : 
pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers  and  seamen, 
the  reward  of  valor  and  merit — we  find  a  con- 
trast which  I  believe  no  man  in  this  House  ie 
prepared  to  explain. 

Sow,  sir — for  the  whole  subject,  thank  God, 
Is  now  before  ns — let  us  look  at  the  expenses  of 
the  Marine  corps,  I  have  always  understood 
that  marines  were  necessary  in  proportion  to 
the  extent  of  the  Navy — that  snch  a  force  is  pnt 
on  board  of  every  ship  of  such  a  number  of 

ns.  t  Bnd  that  in  the  year  1600,  when  we 
nearly  forty  ships  of  war  in  oommta^on, 
manned  with  nearly  8,000  men,  the  expenses 
of  the  Marine  corps  amounted  to  $1  S2,000 ;  and 
in  1609,  when  we  have  ten  or  fifteen  veseels  of 
all  sorts,  manned  with  2,300  seamen,  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Marine  corps  amounts  to|Sll,000. 
And  yet,  sir,  if  we  look  at  the  items,  there 
does  not  seem  to  be  a  very  great  variation  be- 
tween some  of  the  most  important — for  instance, 
I  find  that  the  clothing  in  1800  was  estimated 
St  188,000,  in  1809  at  bat  |SS,O0O— and  yet, 
the  troops  whose  clothiog  costs  |l,0OO  less, 
cost  in  the  aggregate  $50,000  more.  Bat,  if 
we  look  at  some  of  the  items  of  this  accoant, 
we  shall  be  struck  at  once  with  the  difierence. 
The  pay  and  sabsistence  for  Instanoe  in  1800 
was  1102,000,  in  1809  it  was  $160,000.  I  have 
been  at  the  pains  even  to  note  the  prices  of  the 
most  material  ardoles  of  provision,  and  find 
that  in  the  old  estimate  beef  is  rated  at  $1S, 
pork  at  $14,  and  flour  at  QIO  per  barrel;  while 
In  the  last  year  the  same  articles  stood  in  the 
estimate  of  $14,  $16,  and  $8.  The  mnterial 
OrtJcle  (flour)  being  mnch  lower  than  in  1800, 
and  the  m,vket  value  of  the  others  also,  I  be- 
lieve the  inference  would  necessarily  follow, 
that  the  subsistence  on);htto  have  been  cheaper. 
Bnt,  sir,  look  attbeireatablishmentatthe  navy- 
yard,  and  I  believe  we  shall  want  no  ghost — 


certainly  no  argnment  of  mine — to  iihow  tht 
cause  of  this  difierence  of  expense. 

Then  comes  the  oavy-yards.  Wtheee,  that 
of  Washington  alone  has  cost  nearly  one-hilf  of 
the  sum  expended  on  them  all.  WeUmigfat 
my  colleague  say  it  was  worth  as  much  n  \ht 
whole,  when  it  hadoost  Bsmocb ;  when,  indeed, 
we  have  witnessed  a  condderahle  town— «iid 
the  most  fionrishing  town,  too,  fa  this  wide  re- 
gion called  the  City  of  Washii^;t<Hi— Inilt  out 
of  the  public  treasnry. 

Yes,  air,  we  have  econonuzed  until  we  stno- 
Intely  have  redaced  theannnal  eostt^aseamm 
from  $479 — as  it  was  under  the  very  waauAil 
expenditure  of  Mr.  Adams's  administratkia— 
down  to  the  moderflt«  sum  of  $887 1  Vt  have 
economised  until  a  paltry  fleets  oounating  (r( 
vessels  bnilt  to  oar  liand — to  say  nothing  (^ 
those  that  have  been  sold,  and  the  warlike  stoRi 
of  which  have  been  retained  and  preserved; 
which  fleet  was  bnilt,  equipped,  aad  every  cu- 
non  and  implement  of  war  purchased  under  the 
old  Administration— has  cost  ns  $19,000,01^ 
when  it  cost  the  preceding  Administration  bol 
$9,000,0001  Is  this  no  argument  forrednctioat 
The  gentleman  from  Connecticat  (Mr.  Dui) 
tells  you  he  does  not  wish  an  annihilation,  bat 
a  reform  of  the  Naval  Establisfameot.  Sir, 
as  long  as  a  inngle  chip  remains  in  that  naff- 
yard,  you  will  never  see  any  thing  like  reibnn; 
as  long  asyouliarea  chip  of  public  propert;— 
one  chip  of  live  oak  belonging  to  the  United 
States — you  will  have  a  man  riding  in  his  car- 
riage, with  a  long  retinue  and  depntiee  tai 
clerks  to  take  care  of  it.  And,  sir,  if  the  gm- 
tieman  from  Connecticut  does  not  mean  ulurij 
to  disgnst  the  people  of  tlie  United  States, 
agunst  a  navy — if  in  truth  he  is  a  friend  to  t 
navy — he  ou^t  to  join  and  put  down  this  nivj- 
yard,  and  not,  with  my  Mend  from  North  Cu- 
olioa,  (Mr.  Maook,)  keep  it  up,  in  hopes  the 
enormity  of  the  evil  will  at  some  time  or  othtr 
rrect  itselfL  Among  the  many  reasons  oBuei 
this  House  for  retaining  the  varioos  parts  li 
this  Establishment,  no  one  said  a  word  in  fsvtr 
of  the  Marine  corps — that  went  tub  sitettw- 
but  a  great  deal  was^aid  in  (a,vot  of  Washing- 
ton. We  were  told  that  onr  fleet  might  be  f> 
peiihagaied,  and  that  it  was  therefore  neceauT 
t«  stow  it  away  here.  We  also  heard  of  the 
great  press  of  work  in  the  large  towns — o(  the 
mercantile  employ  which  there  oame  in  compe- 
-'-ion  with  that  of  the  United  Statea.  Ibeliare, 
',  that  our  workmen,  and  men  of  all,  deaeiip 
tiooa,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest— I  apeu 
of  subordinates— have  long  ago  found  tlw  truth 
of  the  old  proverb,  that  "  The  King's  chaff  is 
better  than  other  men's  com."  But  it  seem^ 
that  in  order  to  get  a  commodity  cheap,  we  sre 
not  to  go  where  it  is  to  l>e  bad — oh  no^  Atf*  <* 
competition  I — but  we  must  bring  wortmeo 
here  in  the  mail-coach,  by  which  conveyaoM 
I  nnderetand  not  only  Iwttoek  for  the  navy- 
yard  bnt  copper  boUa,  aad  «ioh  light  artie^M, 
sran^mes  broi^t,  I  soi^wee,  to  get  oat  rf 
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itw  w^  of  competition — competition 
Mi^eta  of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimom 
'  Iie7  are  bought  at  priTate  sale.  In  uiia  way 
hit  seameD,  iDsoiDeiastaDce9,beenconrejed; 
ud  nnqiiestioDBblT  eTei7  material  of  ship  tim- 
)«r  Bod  naval  store  has  been  repeatedl;  brought 
bam  Norfolk  to  thii  place  at  an  immenH  cost, 
nirked  ap  here  bj  men  collected  irom  Balti- 
oore,  Philadelphia,  4c.,  in  order  that,  so  work- 
ed Dp,  it  might  go  back  to  Norfolk,  there  to  re- 
nain.  But,  sir,  if  our  object  really  be  to  pre- 
rent  oar  fleet  from  being  Copmhagened,  we  had 
bettor  pnt  it  above  the  Falls  of  N  iagar&  There 
it  would  nnqneationablj  be  most  eecnre,  nnkea 
the  party  on  the  otlier  ^de  of  the  lake  Bhootd 
St  out  a  fleet  to  attack  it;  in  which  case,  1 
■Bppoae,  we  must  reaort  to  another  geries  of 
aMBanTes  similar  to  those  lately  adapted  tor  the 
protection  of  commerce  and  the  Navy.  An 
embargo  to  protect  ships  of  war  I  This  is,  in- 
deed, putting  the  cart  before  the  horse.  We  are 
to  liKva  a  navy  for  the  protnction  of  oommerce, 
and  all  oar  measnres  in  relation  to  it  are  calcu- 
taWd  on  the  basis  of  keeping  it  (poor  thing! 
Kke  Bome  dckly  child)  oat  of  harm's  way  I  On 
the  same  prindple  of  economy  on  which  the 
nary  yard  is  kept  np  here,  viz:  for  fear  that 
moidiaiits  and  others  shonld  come  into  compe- 
titioB  with  the  Qovemment,  I  preenme,  we  have 
sent  ahroad  for  workmen  to  carry  on  the  public 
biu)£ngB.  Ifthe  navy-yard  is  to  bekept  np  here 
merely  that  it  may  be  nnder  onr  eye,  I  wonld 
hamUy  sn^eat,  rir,  that  we  first  plnok  ont  the 
lieam  that  has  so  long  blinded  ns.  We  need 
only  to  do  that  to  see  this  boilding  faUing  to 
pieces  over  onr  heads;  and  yet  an  enonDons 
approtffiation  is  called  for  towards  finishing  it, 
which  I  bare  no  donbt  my  worthy  colleague 
(Mr.  Ixwn)  will  press  very  strongly  before  the 
dcaeid'thesesmon. 

1  had  forgotten  the  gnnboats ;  and  perhaps 
the  best  notice  which  can  be  taken  of  them,  is 
that  which  h  taken  on  some  occasions  of  other 
things — to  pasB  by  them  with  oontenipt.  lliey 
ire  not  wortb  brining  into  aoconnt,  ex- 
eept  for  their  expense.  Children  must  have 
to;*  and  baablea,  and  we  most  indulge  onrselves 
is  an  expense  of  many  millions  on  this  ridion- 
kmpbytbiBgl 

fiitt,  air,  the  sale  of  onr  saperflnons  vessels 
bM  with  the  hi^  objection  that  they  were  to 
be  pnrohased  np  by  Christophe  and  Petion,  and 
that  the  constituents  of  my  colleagne  (Ur.  Bab- 
brt)  are  to  be  terrified,  if  not  into  b<uily  fear, 
at  leset  ont  of  their  peace  of  mind,  by  these 
vtaseb;  and,  at  the  same  time,  we  are  told  that 
Christimha  was  in  sncb  good  credit,  only  forty 
miles  alt,  that  vends  are  bnilding  at  Baltimore 
fiff  his  use;  and  yet,  tir,  no  gentleman  has 
broa^t  fiiM'irard  a  bill  making  it  penal  to  snp- 
ply  theea  harbarians  with  shipsof  war  and  war- 
like  ttoree.    In  other  words,  sir,  to  avoid  the 

Hibility  of  Christophe  and  his  seamen  fbnn- 
ig  OB  board  theee  rotten  hnlks,  my  oolleagoe 
mddmneh  rather  drive  him  into  Baltimore, 
riiare  he  oao  pnrchase  good  vewels,  which  will 


'  answer  his  purpose  much  better  than  these 
frigates,  which  the  barbarians  wonld  not  know 
how  to  manage,  and  which  are  not  calculated, 
from  their  great  draught,  for  predatory  warfare 
in  the  West  India  seas.  My  worfhy  colleague 
has  given  us  a  curious  illastration  of  the  superi- 
ority of  naval  over  military  force,  by  comparing 
the  navy  of  Great  Britain  with  her  army.  I 
snppose,  if  the  argnment  were  retorted  on  my 
Doileagne  by  a  comparison  of  the  army  of  Bona- 
part  with  his  navy,  he  would  say  thnt  the  same 
amount  was  not  there  expended  upoD  the  navy 
as  upon  the  army ;  whereAS  in  England,  the 
amount  of  money  expended  on  each  is  eqnal. 
But,  doee  not  my  colteagoe  know  that  one  and 
tbe  chief  cause  of  the  superiority  of  the  British 
navy  overthearmy,  is,  tnat  in  the  navy  men  rise 
by  merit — that  they  do  not  get  in,  to  use  a  sea- 
man's phrase,  at  the  cabin  windows — and  that 
the  army,  if  we  give  credit  to  the  Parhamentary 
investjgativn,  is  a  mere  Aak  of  corruption — a 
mere  engine  of  patronage — a  place  In  which  a 
corrnpt  commander-in-chief  acts  according  to  fala 
vile  pleasure,  and  the  pleasure  of  all  the  ptmpa 
and  parasites  and  hariots  who  environ  him. 
This,  sir,  is  the  cause  of  the  ■uperiority  of 
tbe  naval  over  the  militaiy  force  of  Great 
Britain.  But,  when  the  British  navy  shall  have 
effected  what  the  armies  of  other  nations  from 
time  immemorial  have  done — when  it  shall 
have  snl^ogikted  whole  continenbi — then  will  I 
agree  in  the  superior  power  of  naval  over  mili- 
tary force.  I  nave  no  heritation  in  saying  that 
I  would  rather  vote  for  naval  than  military 
foroe^  and  it  is  because  a  naval  force  has  not  the 
same  power  as  a  military  one.  I  have  never 
heard  of  a  despotio  power  created  by  a  naval 
force,  unless  perhaps  in  the  chieftain  of  a  band 
of  pirates. 

Bat  it  would  appear  that  the  politics  of  my 
nnfortunate  friend  from  North  Carolina,  (Ur. 
SrufvoBD,)  who  sits  near  the  Speaker,  are  a 
mere  counting-house  bnsinen  of  pounds,  shil- 
lings, and  pence,  or  dollars  and  cents ;  that,  in 
fact,  the  spirit  of  lucre  is  transferred  from  the 
warehouses  and  ooonting-rooms  of  the  mer- 
chants to  the  tobacco-fields  and  cotton  planta- 
tions of  the  Southern  planters ;  and  that,  to  snch 
a  tdtoh  has  the  patriotism  of  the  mercantile  class 
risen,  that  they  are  really  ready  to  sacrifice  one- 
half  of  their  property  (or  the  protection  of  the 
Government  of  their  conntry.  If  the  gentle- 
man fr'om  New  York  (Mr.  Mtovqrd)  will  per- 
mit me,  I  will  protest  against  this  idea.  I  have 
onoe  before  protestedincompany  with  that  gen- 
tleman, and  I  hope  he  will  permit  me  to  protest, 
even  when  I  have  not  the  sanction  of  his  re- 
spectable authority. '  With  regard  to  the  poli- 
ticB  of  my  worthy  iHend  from  ilJorth  Carolina, 
I  recollect  very  well,  in  the  days  which  were 
called  the  d^s  of  profusion,  patronage  and  ter* 
ror,  his  polllicti  were  not  of  that  minute  and 
mioroscopio  grade  that  no  scale  could  be  gradu- 
ated sufficiently  low  to  measure  them ;  (hat,  if 
his  republicanism  was  a  matter  of  pounds,  shil- 
lings, and  pence,  then  and  now,  it  was  not  that 


D,.,iz..i,L.ooglc 


rE.] 


ABRIDGMENT  OP  THE 
JMMtKn  of  Oe  Nary. 


sort  of  repnblicanism  which  was  too  cheap 
be  measared  by  the  valae  of  the  smalleet  kiiovii 
ooh>,  even  by  a  doit     I  reallf  feel  somethi 
like  Bjmpathj  with  the  gentleman  fkim  Noi 
Carolina — ftnii  it  is  not  at  all  to  be  wondered 
at;  for  the  republican iam  of  that  gentleman 
Dsed  to  be  that  which  I  always  have  professed 
— and  If  the  remark  applied  to  the  gentleman 
fVom  North  Carolina,  who  I  believe  ia  not  j-et 
qaiteont  of  the  pale  of  the  political  chnrch,  bow 
much  more  forcibly  did  it  apply  to  an  nnpar- 
donable  political  ainner  like  myself  I      With  re- 
spect, «r,  to  this  patriotism,  or  this  rapnbliean- 
ism,  that  haa  left  the  tobacco  Selda  and  cotton 
plantationa,  and  taken  np  its  dwelling  in  the 


ion  of  the  mercantile  class  expressed  by 
gentlemen  In  this  Hooae.  I  thmk  of  them  as  of 
other  men — that  In  proportion  to  the  tempta- 
tions to  which  they  are  exposed,  sb  are  they 
virtDoos  or  otherwise.  But,  air,  I  hare  not  and 
caonot  have  confidence  in  a  man  to  whom  the 
great  Emperor  has  given  a  paternal  squeeze, 
whose  property  is  secjaestered  at  Bayonne  or 
St.  Sebastian— I  disclum  any  thbg  like  persoiial 
allusion ;  1  speak  of  a  class— I  cannot  nave  the 
confidence,  on  the  subject  of  onr  foreign  rela- 
tions, in  a  man  so  siinated,  that  I  can  have  in 
the  planter  or  farmer  whose  property  is  growing 
on  his  land  aronnd  the  honsein  which  he  night- 
ly sleeps — and  whyl  Becaose,  mutatu  mutan- 
di»,  I  shoald  not  have  the  same  coofidenoe  in 
myself.  I  should  not  l«Iieve  it  poeeible,  if  I 
had  rich  cargoes  under  seqneatration  in  France, 
that  I  conld  vote  free  ftom  the  bias  which  Uie 
Jeopardy  of  that  property  wonld  tiirow  on  my 

Sir,  I  have  been  very  irr^nlar,  because  I 
have  been  compelled  to  follow,  not  the  oarrent 
<rf'my  own  ideas,  but  tlie  objections  started  by 
gentlemen  in  different  quarters,  and  (as  it  is  the 
fashion  to  express  it)  on  difierent  sides  of  the 
Honse,  whom  I  have  fonnd  nnited  against  the 
hill  as  reported  by  myaelt  I  would  ask,  in  a 
few  words,  if  we  ought  to  continue  this  estab- 
lishment in  its  present  state?  I  ask  if  it  is  ne- 
cessary T  For  the  expense  of  a  navy  baa  been 
proved  to  be  in  inverse  ratio  to  its  ntility  To 
what  purpose  do  we  keep  up  the  Marines,  an- 
other branch  of  the  Establishment  %  If  I  am 
correctly  informed,  these  men  are  willing  to 
run  away  whenever  they  have  a  chance  to  de- 
sert— if  they  can  get  «n  opportunity — and  I  am 
willing  that  they  shall  qait  the  servioe  without 
being  exposed  to  be  brought  to  a  conrt  martial 
for  desertion.  Nothing,  iitdeed,  was  sud  on 
the  Butgect  of  the  Marine  corps,  when  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  (Mr.  Est)  moved  to 
strike  ont  the  whole  section  of  the  bill.  Fertile 
■9  the  gentleman  may  be  in  reasons,  he  did  not 
offer  one.  He  must  have  supposed  it  to  be 
perfectly  correct  that  a  Marine  eetal>liahment 
should  be  kept  np  for  a  navy  employing  2,700 
seamen,  more  eipendve  than  the  same  etAab- 
Munentibr  a  navy  employing  8,000.  Itwasgiu- 
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deed,  facetiously  nrged  in  the  select  cooiDutM^ 
as  a  reason  why  these  men  should  be  ret^ned, 
that  they  came  to  this  House  regularly  wi  8im- 
daya  to  serve  the  Lord — to  aasist  at  the  wc^j 
pageant  here  performed.  Sir,  far  be  it  Awn  ms 
to  say,  or  even  to  think,  with  the  Protector 
Cromwell,  that  this  is  a  Honse  where  the  Lord 
has  not  Ixien  served  for  many  years.  Bat,  pe^ 
mit  me  to  state,  that  in  our  country,  it  is  th« 
practice  to  pay  no  man  ont  of  the  public  purse, 
even  fur  advocating  the  cause  of  other  pe<^ 
with  the  Most  High,  mnch  less  for  adrocstm; 
bis  own.  In  other  words,  that  when  »» 
with  us  servo  the  Lord,  they  do  it  at  th^  aim 

We  have  heard  to-^y,  sir— ,#ad  I  hope  tb« 
report  of  Congress  at  their  next  seMioninll*«' 
Ify  it — that  a  grant  of  power  to  the  Eiecotin 
in  relation  to  any  subject — say  bcHTOwii^  of 
money — does  not  necessarily  imply  sn  eitrdn 
of  that  power.  We  have  heard,  too,  that  bo(- 
irithstanding  the  power  devolved  on  tbe  Pr»- 
ident  of  the  United  BtaCes,  by  the  bill  luthmu- 
Ing  him  to  borrow  to  an  amount  of  upvirdi 
of  five  millions  of  dollara,  which  this  day  p«» 
ed  this  House,  to  enable  the  Government  to  nt 
along,  we  shall  at  onr  next  season  probably  be  ' 
presented  with  the  Joyful  tidings  that  it  is  not 
necessary  to  make  use  of  the  power,  at  least  in 
its  Aill  extent;  but  it  depenos  npou  onr  dim 
aot,  whether  this  expectation  be  r^tied  or  not 
We  are,  in  this  Instance  at  least,  of  that  descrip- 
tion of  prophets  who  have  it  in  thdr  poirsr  ta 
bring  abont  tbe  event  they  predict  And  I  do 
earnestly  hope  that  the  House  will  not,  by  a 
disagreement  with  the  report  of  tbe  select 
committee,  insure  the  defeat  of  their  hope— the 
nonfnlfilment  of  the  prediction.  I  btrne  *« 
shall  take  up  the  sulf}ect,  and  go  throa{^  «iA 
It ;  that  we  uiall  occonnt,  and  aooount  ratiooilly 
too,  for  some  of  tbe  facts  at  least  which  I  hire 
presented  to  the  Honse  this  day,  in  terns  ex- 
tremely defective,  I  know;  hut  th<  time  w 
shorts— now  or  never — and  I  presented  Ihtffl 
in  tbe  only  mode  in  which  I  conld  pussUy 
doit. 

Id  the  course  of  my  observations,  I  think  I 
forgot  to  mention  that  when  the  United  States 
kept  forty  sail  of  armed  vessels  afloat,  and  em- 
ployed 6,000  seamen,  we  bad  no  navy-ysrdait 
alL  If  we  had,  there  most  have  been  sMue  M- 
traordinary  over^ht  committed  by  the  thtii 
8ecretat7  of  the  Treasury ;  and  I  believe  poli- 
tidans  were  not  any  more  apt  then  than  do* 
to  omit  any  items  of  pubUo  expense;  they 
crowded  in  all  they  conld.  In  the  estimaW 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  there  is  no  item  of 
that  expense.  I  hope,  if  the  House  agree  (which 
God  forbid  I)  to  so  mnch  dt  fhe  report  c^  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  as  retains  the  bigstas 
and  ships  of  war,  that  they  will  at  least  <xa- 
sent  to  put  down  tbe  navy-yard  at  this  jrfae^ 
and  break  down  the  enpemnmeraij  Mvints, 
Really,  sir,  I  am  fond  bf  muaio,  but  I  do  not 
mean  to  grant  $211,000  rf  the  peojde's  nK»ey 
aannally  for  a  son^    I  hope  at  least  that  ths 
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Uiriocs  will  be  reduoed,  sod  that  we  Bhall 
Ktein  at  least  not  more  naTjr-yArds  than  ahips. 
Wliat  would  an  lioaeet  DncDmsn  ia  llie  West 
think  of  a  mati  who  hept  as  many  stables  as 
bor<ies,  and  those  ef  the  most  expendre  oon- 
■tmctioii,  toot 

I  have  done,  sir.  I  have  endeavored  to  dis- 
charge my  duty.  No  mania  more  sennbleof  a 
faOnre  in  the  manner  than  I  am;  but  I  will 
thank  any  one  to  convince  me  of  the  etility  of 
a  navy,  according  to  the  doctrinei  and  practice 
ot  the  new  school,  and  to  fftots,  as  far  as  they 
hare  been  stated. 

Mr.  BuesTT  said  that  his  colleagne  could  not 
always  adhere  to  the  principle  that  it  was  bis 
duty  to  ferret  out  everr  error.  Error  is  the  lot 
of  hnman  nature,  s«d  Mr.  B.,  and  no  one  is  in- 
lallible.  Give  a  small  aothority  to  day,  and  it 
win  increase  to  an  unexpected  amount  before 
to-morrow.  I  am  authorized  to  state  that  such 
has  been  the  case  in  the  Nary  Department; 
that  nnder  the  late  Seoretarr  of  the  Savy  large 
expenses  bad  been  incurred ;  aad  that  before 
1m  left  his  office  he  commenced  a  reduction  of 
them.  Since  the  present  Seretary  (Ur.  Hamil- 
ton) has  been  in  office,  the  expenditures  have 
been  much  reduced.  In  the  navy-yard  at  this 
idace,  fur  example,  a  permnoeat  reducCioD  has 
been  nude  in  the  expenses  to  the  amoant  pei^ 
hape  of  80  or  40  per  cent,  and  a  very  consider- 
able  reduction  tdso  as  to  immediate  disburse- 
menta.  It  is  nsTertheleas  our  duty,  after  the 
■nggeetioDs  that  have  been  made,  to  commence 
a  thoroogfa  investigation,  and  I  can  only  regret 
that  the  aabjeot  hu  been  introdaoed  to  our  st- 
tentiiHi  St  to  lata  a  period  of  the  session.  In- 
stead of  regretting  what  has  been  said,  I  am 
Std  of  it,  and  hope  that  at  an  earlr  period  in 
e  next  session  an  investigation  will  be  made. 
Vitbont  any  paitionlar  direction  of  the  Honse, 
the  oommitt«e  of  the  Naval  Kstablishment 
thoosbt  it  tbdr  duty  to  examine  the  whole 
ajtahlishment  at  the  navy-yard  in  this  dty.  All 
the  good  expected  from  doing  so  was  tooonvinoe 
them  that  the  eye  of  the  (kiverument  was  upon 
them.  I  am  proud  to  say  that  not  only  my- 
■eU^  but  every  gentieman  of  the  oommittee  witii 
me,  was  mudi  pleased  with  the  appearance  of 
things  aa  they  stood.  It  was  not  u  our  power 
to  investigate  minntin.  On  vimting  the  estab- 
lishmmt  of  the  Marine  corps  we  saw  every 
thing  in  order;  we  saw  the  armory  establish- 
ment, wherein  we  discovered  that  anns  which 
had  bem  iqjnred  were  nsefUly  and  hand- 
somdy  repairad.  As  well  as  we  oonld  discover 
by  the  eye,  every  thing  wsa  plearing  to  my 
mind — and  one  innovation  In  aisoipUne  in  the 
Xarine  corps  gave  me  very  great  satisfaction, 
Til :  the  snbstitiition  of  solitary  conflnement  for 
persMud  diastisement.  In  the  navy-vard,  the 
•i)»eDs«  of  which  has  been  mooh  complained  of. 


The  present 
torft-nonses, 


sstihUdunent  there,  in  addition  to  stor^bonses, 
ke^  eootiata  of  an  extendve  forgery,  where  bH 
dw  irm  work  fi»  &t  navy  is  done,  a  lead  foun- 


dry, a  brass  foundry,  where  articles  are  made 
oot  of  worn-out  old  metals,  which  otherwise 
would  be  of  no  use.  I  was  desirous,  both  for 
)wn  information  as  well  as  tliat  of  the 
Honse,  to  procnre  an  acconnt  of  the  work  done 
at  the  navy-yard,  to  compare  it  with  the  ex- 
pense— for  that  is  the  only  way  of  ftirly  es- 
timatiug  the  valne  of  the  establishment ;  but 
the  time  allotted  to  us  during  this  session  is  not 
snfflcient  to  attain  that  object. 

Borne  bets  T  will  also  mention,  which,  though 
not  from  an  official  source,  are  known  to  me  OS 
matter  of  fact,  viz :  that  the  vessels  now  in  ser- 
vice have  been  lately  repaired  in  so  complete  a 
maimer  tiist  they  are  worth  more  than  when 
they  were  hnilL  The  President,  the  United 
atatce,  the  Chesapeohe,  Essex,  John  Adams,  and 
others,  were  repaired  at  the  navy-yard  at  this 

K'  ice,  beddes  the  Congress,  now  repwring. 
ere  have  been  several  small  vessels  also  built 
In  short,  1  believe  that  since  the  eetab- 
liahment  of  the  navy-yard  here,  there  has  been 
but  one  vessel  repaired  any  where  hnt  at  this 
vord.  The  Conetitntion  was  repaired  at  Boston. 
When  we  come  to  get  the  acconnt  of  the  ex- 
as  of  that  ship's  repurs  and  compare  them 
with  the  expenses  of  repair  at  the  navy-yard 
in 'this  city,  we  shall  know  how  to  appreciate 
that  olgect  A  full  examination  of  it  wonld,  I 
feel  convinced,  entirely  reconcile  as  to  the  great 
amount  apparently  expended  here.  A  remark 
made  by  the  gentleman  fh)m  Connecticut  (Mr. 
DiifA)  here  applies  with  great  force:  that  it 
was  indisfieasably  neceseary  to  economy  that 
there  shonld  be  system  and  order ;  and  how 
we  accomplish  that  object  but  by  regularly 
established  navy-yards?  Can  yoa  hare  economy 
when  yon  go  into  market  to  bid  for  what  you 
want  t  Can  yon  expect  system  and  order  onless 
you  pay  for  it  t  Tou  cannot.  Money  is  well 
Md  oat  if  it  be  done  with  honesty  and  int^^ity 


iect  of  naval  equipments,  which  Ishoold 
the  ortide  of  sail  cloth,  making 
ifferenoe  in  the  expenditnre  of 
1TB9  and  1809.  The  gentiemen  acquunted  with 
the  prices  at  theea  times  could  inform  the  com- 
mittee that  the  difference  in  the  prices  of  sail 
dnok  is  somewhere  about  100  per  cent. 

I  will  mention  another  fact :  that  although 
the  President  has  power  to  employ  &,D00  bca- 
men,  he  has  employed  bnt  2,700  men,  who  have 
received  bonnties.  Sound  economy  wonld  an- 
thorize  the  rettdning  them  afewmonths  longer, 
tiU  we  come  here  ag^  in  the  fall,  till  we 
know  whether  ii  be  proper  to  disband  them  or 

Although  friendly  to  a  naval  force,  I  am  not 
for  keeping  np  any  great  noval  force  when  there 
is  no  appearance  of  danger.  At  the  present  evil 
time,  when  every  thing  is  nncertoin,  I  am  not 
for  giving  np  one  single  atom  of  defence.  If 
gentlemen  will  bnt  cast  thrar  eyes  along  our 
seacoast,  and  look  at  onr  unprotected  waters,  at 
the  situation  uf  my  particolor  district,  th^ 
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ing  secnrit;;  tbej  won]d  f««l  the  valne  of  th&t 
peace  of  mind  neeesMiy  to  me  and  to  m^ 
tnenta.    With  these  obeervadona  I  Bholl  diamiM 
the  lotiject. 

Some  farther  remains  were  made  >>j  Hr. 
Uacon  and  Mr,  Randouv. 

The  qnestion  was  stated  on  concnrrence  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  striking  ont  eo 
much  of  the  bill  ta  directfl  the  nDoonditional 
sale  of  all  the  fHgatee  but  three. 

Hr.  RANnoLPB  colled  for  the  jeaa  and  najs 
OD  this  qneetioD,  conndering  it  the  pith  and 
marrow  of  the  Inuinees ;  and  as  the  Tote  would 
show  who  were  the  nary  and  who  the  anti- 
navy  men  in  the  Hoase. 

Ifc,  SimiB  said  it  would  be  remembered  that 
hiB  object  in  voting  to  strike  ont  this  nart  of 
the  bill  was  tointrodnoe  the  amendment  he  had 
offered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  vii:  to 
plaoe  the  Navy  on  the  same  footing  as  in  180S. 

The  following  wore  the  votes  on  ooncnirenoe 
with  the  Committee  in  Rtrikingootiomnch  of  the 
bill  as  relates  to  the  frigates— jbbs  76,  nays  83. 

So  that  part  of  the  bill  was  etrnck  out. 

The  first  section,  which  reqairesthe  " 
of  all  the  seamen  in  service,  except  so  many  n 
snffioient  to  man  three  frigates,  &0,,  was  strook 
ont— ayes  00. 

The  next  amendment  made  by  the  committee 
was  to  insert ''  Washington  "  among  the  navy- 
yards  to  be  retained. 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  concnrrenee  with  the 
committee — GS  to  46. 

Bo  the  nsvy-yard  at  Washington  is  among 
those  to  be  retained. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  ont  the 
section  of  the  bill  which  rednoea  the  Marine 

ments  he  fonnd  the  price  cS  the  ratio  in  1800 
to  have  been  38  cents,  whilst  in  the  last  year 
it  waa  put  20 ;  so  that  rations  were  now  nearly 
a  third  cheaper  than  they  were  nine  years  aga 
and  the  difference  in  the  expenses  of  the  M&val 
Eatablishment  was,  therefore,  the  mora  anao- 
conntAble.  I  had  also  taken  it  for  granted,  said 
Mr.  K.,  that  my  ooUe^ne  (Mr.  Busttt)  was 
right  in  his  statement  of  the  seamen's  wages 
being  only  eight  dollars  per  month.  Bnt,  sir, 
here  is  a  statement  on  the  sabject — and  I  only 
wish  that  in 'the  estimate  of  ust  year  we  had 
had  the  same  valuable  details  as  there  are  in 
the  estimate  of  the  year  1800 — ^for  the  estimate 
in  relation  to  the  Navy  Department  for  the  last 
year  is  most  shamefnlly  df^cient,  as  X  conld 
demonstrate  if  the  Honse  had  time  and  patience 
and  I  had  Innga.  I  find  that  there  is  in  this 
estimate  of  1800  a  minQt«  and  detailed  state- 
ment of  every  item  of  expense.  Instead  of  the 
wages  being  eight  dollars  then  and  twelve  now, 
as  my  ooUea^e  haslKen  told,  the  pay  was  then 
for  able-bodied  seamen  seventeen  dollars  per 
month,  or^ary  seamen  twelve,  and  boys  eight ; 
BO  that  this  saving  in  the  pay  does  not  acconnt 
for  the  mooslroiu  difibrenoe.    I  have  not  tune 


to  examine  into  the  article  of  duck,  bnt  I  be- 
lieve the  gentleman's  dock  wiU  not  swim  toy 
more  than  the  rest  of  his  argnments. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  the  House  will  not  agree  to 
the  .rep(nl  of  the  committee  for  this  reaaoo : 
Referring  to  these  docnments,  I  discover  that 
in  1800,  when  we  had  nearly  8,000  seamen,  ire 
had  890  marines;  and  in  the  year  1809,  wirai 
we  have  only  9,700  seamen  employed,  we  have 
agreeably  to  estimate  precisely  the  same  niun- 
ber  of  890  marines.  Itwonld^ipearthatsocM- 
thing  has  taken  place  to  render  this  spedes  of 
force  pecitliarly  valnable,  or  that  these  gentle- 
men poesaes  a  very  sacceasflit  art  of  keeping  in, 
of  not  going  out  with  others.  And,  sir,  wbtn 
I  reoollact  the  statements  which  I  have  beard 
on  this  floor  and  the  sonroee  whenoe  some  of 
them  have  probftbly  been  derived,  I  am  not  at  all 
snrprised  that  this  navy-yard  and  this  Prvtoriso 
camp,  and  erery thing  oonnected  with  it,Bhoald 
keep  np  to  the  oldhei^t  when  every  thing  dsa 
has  diminished.  £igbt  hnndred  and  ninety 
men  1  Gall  them  900,  and  you  have  one  mari- 
ner for  every  three  seamen.  I  have  no  doatit, 
if  the  House  act  cm  the  principle  on  which  they 
have  done  heretofore,  that  we  shall  have  very 
polite  assnranoee  that  these  men  are  of  tlie 
greatest  imwinable  service  and  have  wroo^t 
wonders  in  defence  of  the  ooontry,  bnt  I  csn- 
not  for  my  sonl  understand  how  this  specica  of 
fwne  goes  to  qniet  the  mind  of  my  coUeagne  or 
of  bis  constitoents  on  tbe  Chesapeake. 

I  have  done  my  duty  on  this  suttject,  nt. 
From  whatever  motive,  of  that  motive  I  am 
alone  the  homan  Jndge.  I  have  acted  the  part 
of  a  real  Mend  to  tiie  Administration  of  this 
GovernmenL  Like  my  friend  fh>m  North  Caro- 
lina, I  belong  to  that  "  faction"  which  hroo^t 
him  from  a  minority  to  a  m^ority  on  tbe  vwy 
gronnd  I  now  oocnpy.  I  have  henrd  before  ci 
a  people  being  their  own  worst  enemtee— bat 
what  shall  we  say  to  an  assertion  that  personi 
selected  from  the  people  for  their  wisdom  sod 
dieoretitm,  ehoold  bo  their  own  worst  eaemiesl 
Is  it  to  the  interest  of  tbe  Adroinistraiion  thst 
these  abuses  should  oontinne,  and  that  loansaod 
tasea  ahoidd  be  resorted  to  to  cover  themt 
Who,  sir,  are  the  tme  friends — I  do  not  speak 
of  motives — who  in  fact  are  the  trne  friends  U 
Administration  I  Those  who  move  to  abolidi 
and  retrench,  or  those  who  persevere  in  keqiing 
up  snch  establishments  and  resort  to  loans  and 
taxes  to  def^y  the  expense  of  them!  Are  yon 
willing  that  any  part  of  the  loan  anthoriied  by 
the  act  which  nnnappily  passed  this  Boose  thii 
morning  should  be  borrowed  fbr  the  pnrnose  of 
keeping  np  as  many  marines  as  were  deemed 
neoessary  In  1800,  for  treble  the  amount  <i 
naval  foroe— and  we  then  said  it  was  a  Govern- 
ment of  profiiMon  and  patronage — yea,  mr,  we 
heaped  a  great  deal  of  opprobrinm  and  many 
bard  epithets  on  it.  I  am  jnst  as  tired  now  w 
maintaining  idlers,  and  diseolnte  idlers  too,  oat 
of  the  proceeds  of  my  property  as  I  was  whm 
I  6rBt  came  into  Congress — and  I  care  not 
whether  it  be  onder  the  Admioistntion  of  a 
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hwdent  nailed  RepoblicaD,  or  of  a  mui  called 
I  Feda«luL  I  ooold  repeat  the  very  words 
ben  naed.  I  do  asj  that  I  never  see  one  of 
liMMe  nselMi  drooee  in  liveij  crawling  on  the 
bee  of  the  earth  that  mj  gorge  does  not  rise— 
Ihat  I  do  not  feel  sick.  I  see  no  reason  why 
ve  dionld  not  maintain  stordj  beggars  in  ra^ 
B  well  u  beggars  of  another  deeoiiption  in 
loiaeL  I  have  as  much  respeot  as  eaj  one  for 
the  niaa  who  risks  his  life  in  his  oonntrr's  ser- 
riee — and  I  hare  diown  it ;  bnt  the  man  who 
hat  dr«wn  on  a  liverj  and  qnartered  himself  on 
the  pnbKe  beoanae  he  has  not  gnfficient  OMcity 
to  (^  a  liTiiig  elsewbwe,  I  will  not  foet«T. 
The  dtange  may  be  nmgto  the  end  d  time — 
gendeBwn  may  talk  about  ponnds,  BbQlingH,  sod 
pawe,  as  long  as  they  please,  bat  theee  men 
■ball  nerier  hare  a  ain^  oent  of  money  with 
my  GOMent.  I  wish  every  plongbman  in  the 
eoontrj  oonld  oonw  and  see  these  people,  keep- 
ing aqnip«ge&  living  in  splendor,  m  palaces  al- 
moet — ^I  hvdly  know  five  men  in  Virgioiawho 
eonld  aflbrd  to  live  in  each  a  honae  if  their 
btbeia  bad  left  it  to  them,  nmoh  leas  if  tbey 
had  it  to  bnild,  as  some  of  these  people  occopy 
at  the  pnblio  cost.  Bnt  becatise  this  proposi- 
tion for  rednetion  is  made  by  a  sonlebody,  the 
rat  of  whose  fiuie  or  the  ont  of  whose  cost  we 
do  not  like,  we  are  to  go  on  maintaining  these 
looostafor  sfnte.  It  is  impo»ible  to  prevent 
Uie  people  fran  reading  this.  It  may  be  said 
Umm  are  Federal  Ilea.  Ten  yean  ago  the  same 
things  were  said  to  be  Democratic  lies;  hotkey 
««ra  tested  by  the  most  enllKhtened  among  the 
pec^  and  finutd  to  be  trat&— even  the  story 
of  Jonathan  Bobbins  was  then  all  a  Democratic 
Be-  _  Ton  are  to  keep  np  the  same  nnmber  of 
marines  that  Ur.  Adamskept  np,bQtyoa  main- 
tian  them  at  one-fburth  greater  expense,  when 
not  a  man  who  hears  me  can  pretend  to  detdg- 
Bate  the  service  they  perform.  I  know  yon  m^ 
be  told  theee  marines  may  he  Qsefnl  OD  shipboard, 
whidi,  however,  baa  not  relation  to  the  qneetion 
before  the  House.  The  qaestion  is,  bow  many 
Biarinea  are  neoessary,  and  in  what  battles  are 
thcty  emi^edl  BeooQeot,  rir,  that  in  this  e»- 
tinute  of  the  expaues  of  these  mailnea,  the 
PiMuiian  «amp  erected  fbr  their  aooominoda- 
ttoD  is  set  takMk  into  qoEetion-Hior  do  I  beBeve 
thtte  is  aman  in  the  Honae  who  can  goeas  with- 
in a  bnndrad  thonsand  doUarv  what  it  has  cost 
I  aaaot — I  do  not  evwi  know  the  authority 
inder  which  it  was  built  I  snppose  it  was 
MwAsd,  like  some  other  public  bufldlDgB,  with- 
mt  law,  by  anthoritr  unknown  to  the  law. 
Th,  ar,  and  this  is  the  place  fbr  Aaron  Bnrr 
»d  sach  choice  spirits.  When  they  wish  to 
tarn  ns  ont  of  the  Eoose,  where  do  they  look 
but  to  men  who  are  incarcerated  and  wool^ 
nm  away  at  a  bare  invitation,  much  more  wonld 
Ulow  a  mihtaiy  leader  to  plunder,  to  office,  to 
eordoos  and  legions  of  honort  I  cannot  oon- 
seat  to  retain  them.  I  feel  Indignant — I  feel 
mortified  at  the  oondnct  of  that  part  of  the 
House  of  Kepresentatives  calling  itself  Repnb- 
Bcan— because  I  believe,  sir,  that  the  hint  given 
Tou  IV.— 18 
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by  my  worthy  friend  from  North  Carolina,  has 
been  taken  by  the  gentlemen  of  another  denom- 
ination, and  they  have  thrown  their  weight 
so  eqnally  on  both  ades  as  to  poise  the  balaaoe 
— they  have  worked  a  sort  of  political  eqnatdon 
there.  Tea,  sir,  we  most  have  fifty  per  cent. 
increase  of  the  present  ad  valormt  taxes,  and 
an  additional  third  npon  molasses  and  brown 
sngar,  npon  the  articles  on  which  the  poorest 
families  on  the  seabwird  make  their  dai^  meal 
— and  in  retom  we  shall  have  a  man,  the  tex- 
ture of  whose  coat,  whether  homeronn  or  im- 
ported, yon  oannot  tell  for  the  gold  lace  with 
which  it  is  covered,  and  an  eetablishment  of 
marines  at  an  expense  of  more  than  two  hun- 
dred thonsand  dollars — and  whom  to  protect } 
To  protect  the  oonstitnents  of  my  worthy  ool- 
leagne,  In  the  bnjoyment  of  their  peace  of 
mind  ?  When  yon  connder  in  what  manner 
every  claim  of  merit  is  treated  in  this  House — 
when  yon  wmsider  the  poverty  and  misery  in 
which  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  t^ 
people  of  the  United  States  live,  from  whose 
earnings  you  daily  take  a  part.  I  h<^  yon  will 
pansa  and  reflect  before  yon  dispose  of  one  doit 
of  this  sum  on  each  objects.  Why,  sir,  should 
a  poor  man  laboring  out  of  Aoon  not  be  sufibr- 
od  to  take  his  breaUast  or  give  it  to  his  children 
without  paying  a  tax  to  the  Government,  in 
order  that  the  man  who  does  not  labor,  and 
whose  head  is  erf  no  morenseto  theoommonity 
than  hia  anna,  riionld  live  in  idleness  t 

But,  nnfbrtnnately  for  myself  I  bave  been 
here  too  long—I  have  seen  the  profits  made  by 
individnala  with  no  other  visible  reaonroes  than 
the  cheeee-parings  and  eandle-ends  of  the  Oov- 
Miunent ;  and  It  hae  got  to  that  now  that  everj- 
branch  of  oor  estabUshmaits  has  become  a  de- 

Sartment — we  bave  almost  got  a  door-keeping 
epartment— not  only  in  this  House  but  elsa- 
wbere.  Bat  all  I  have  said  is  wrong,  very 
wTohg— we  are  all  Bepnblioans.  all  Federalists 
— all  is  right — this  is  all  an  idle  clamor,  made 


and  take  np  every  Item  of  expense,  military, 
naraL  or  dvU — the  ciril  branch  of  the  Army 
as  well  as  the  military,  the  oivil  ss  wall  as  the 
naval  brandi  ot  the  Kavy — they  are  all,  all  alike. 
In  this  hook  (the  estimate  of  ISOO)  is  such  a 
detailed  statement  that  the  value  of  every 
ratitm  la  stMed,  and  the  amount  of  foroe  in  de- 
tail. What  have  we  here,  in  the  estimate  of 
last  year  I  In  relation  to  the  Kavy  you  have 
some  three  or  four  pages.  I  really  bad  not  a 
ooncwtion,  tin  I  came  to  examine  it,  that  then 
eonldtie  sndi  a  difierenoe  between  the  eetimaUa 
of  1800  and  1809.  But  if  I  am  ovemled, 
which  I  think  highly  ^obaUe  ftom  the  appear- 
ance of  thioga,  we  uaQ  bave  the  aatisbctioti,  in 
case  I  retnm  here  next  year,  and  Messrs.  Fepin 
and  Breeohard  give  their  attendance,  of  a  fine 
iHtnd  of  musio  to  entert^  the  audience — and 
fbr  this  undoubtedly  the  good  people,  the  fisher- 
men of  Harblehead,  and  the  planters  of  Vir- 
tue, will  be  proud  to  pay  9210,000.    But  this 
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is  all  right— it  is  all  Kepubliosniaml  All  Fed- 
Bralisml 

Mr.  W.  Albtos  ipoke  in  fiiTor  of  reduciDg 
them,  and  Hesm.  Lioh,  UoEm,  Babbett,  um 
DtxL,  iguiiat  it. 

The  qnetUon  on  ooncnriiiig  with  the  oom- 
ndttee  m  striking  oat  this  aeotion  wu  deoided 
in  the  aSrmative— jeaa  4S,  dajb  48. 

So  the  ieotitm  for  reducing  th«  marinefl  wu 
■triokan  ont. 

A  motion  haviDg  been  made  bv  Ur.  Sudolph 
to  amend  the  bill  ao  aa  to  diaband  the  tneuter 
eOTianandanU  now  belongins  to  the  Savj, 

Mr.  HdKm  aaid  he  ahonld  like  to  know  the 
eentlemaa'a  raasoa  for  getting  rid  uf  them. 
The  geDtlemaa  had  appealed  to  the  Hooae  to 
know  whj  they  would  retain  them  t  The  oaut 
probartdi,  however,  lajB  with  the  gentleman 
LimaelC  He  onaht  t«  show  wh;  they  ahoald 
be  dianuBged.  mi.  UoK.  aaid  he  did  not  like 
to  vote  in  the  dark.  His  vote  given  withont 
knowledge  might  derange  the  whole  Bfstem. 
He  hoped  the  gentleman  £i3m  Vir^nia,  (Mr. 
IUkdolph,)  f^om  hia  eitenaive  knowledge  on 
the  subject,  wonld  favor  them  with  the  resBooa 
whj  theae  men  should  be  diamisaed. 

Mr.  Bom  said  he  did  not  rise  to  make  a  loag 
speech  but  to  tell  the  House  that  be  felt  muoh 
imposed  upon  hv  the  eomparisona  made  between 
the  late  and  Federal  AdmiiiiBtratioos.  If  I 
were  to  do  all  thia,  snid  be,  I  might  get  into  the 
newapapera  and  make  believe  that  I  am  the  firat 
man  in  the  nation;  but  I  take  tliinga  aa  I  find 
them.  The  former  Admiuistration  may  have 
acted  rightly  in  their  day ;  but  reason  is  to 
guide  UB.  8ir,  ia  it  parliamentarj,  is  it  genteel, 
or  agreeable  to  common  aenae,  ttist  a  hnndred 
and  forty  men  should  sit  here  tisteaing  to  what 
one  man  says,  and  he  having  reoonrse  to  papers 
in  every  one's  reach  I  I  had  rather  oonsnlt  the 
papers  formyeelf :  for  I  should  not  garble  them, 
taking  Juat  what  suited  ma,  bnt  should  read 
the  whole.  No  donbt  gentlemen  do  what  thay 
think  answers  thdr  own  pnrpoae  and  I  what 
answers  mine ;  and  my  purpose  b  the  good  of 
the  nation.  If  a  larger  navy  was  neoeasary,  I 
should  vote  for  it ;  if  an  army  of  thirty  thoa- 
sond  meuwaa  wanted-Ishouldvote  fbrit.  Sir, 
have  we  no  rights  to  defend  t  There  never  haa 
been  a  time,  in  my  opinion,  since  the  Govern- 
ment was  formed,  that  ao  preposterous  a  propo- 
■itioD  waa  offered  as  this  one  to  rednoe  the 
Army  and  Navy  at  thia  time — for  wbatt  Are 
the  ordeiB  and  decrees  altered?  I  underatand 
all  Spain  is  in  a  state  of  blockade.  For  what 
have  you  given  money  to  bnild  fortjficationgt 
Pounds,  shilliiigs,  and  pence,  are  the  order  of 
the  day— we  sell  a  little  tobacco,  a  little  cotton 
—and  our  Independence  goes  to  wreck.  But 
gentlemen  even  on  thwr  own  principles  go  to 
work  the  wrong  way.  If  they  submit  to  get  a 
little  thia  year,  they  will  get  leaa  the  next,  de- 
pend upon  it.  I  think  it  my  duty  to  apeak  in 
this  open  manner — not  to  please  gentlemen,  bat 
lor  my  cooutry'a  good. 

Mr.  Bahdolph  aaid  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
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&om  Maryland,  who  wished  to  know  whr  be 
wanted  to  get  rid  of  the  masters  commaDdut, 
that  It  waa  hecanse  there  never  had  been  i 
reason  asei^ed  in  this  Boose  for  their  creatian. 
The  act  which  eatabtiabed  them  had  come  from 
the  other  Honseat  the  end  of  aseadon;  it  bad 
not  originated  in  this  HoHse,  and  he  bad  aever 
heard  a  reason  assigned  in  &vor  of  them— ud 
he  had  no  knowledge  that  the  public  servicehod 
Buffered  from  the  want  of  them  during  the  whtit 
of  Mr.  Adams's  AdministroUon,  and  more 
wpeoially  not  from  the  4th  of  March,  1801,  to 
April  1806.  That  gentlemen  who  voted  tpaoA 
the  proportion  to  ^uce  the  Army  and  Sfj, 
said  he,  should  vote  against  my  amendment  ii 
nothing  more  than  natural ;  and  I  soppcse  if 
thoae  averse  to  reduction  bad  been  put  on  th« 
committee,  we  ahoold  have  had  no  sach  bill  re- 
ported. If  gentlemen  who  yoted  for  the  goienl 
propodtioQ  that  it  ia  expedient  to  reduce  Ue 
Army  and  Kavy  are  willing  to  be  held  up  m 
bowing  the  knee  to  foreign  powers,  let  it  ba 
so.  They  were  a  large  and  certainly  not  dit 
respectable  majority.  I  feel  no  aenubility  on 
the  Bubject.  'Die  House  may  act  asitplesaw;  in 
whatsoever  manner  it  may  act,  it  will  not  a&wt 
my  vote  or  oondact.  I  stand  here,  as  I  alwaji 
have  done,  and  always  will  do,  on  ground  inde- 
pendent of  all  party  contiderations.  If  tlui 
amendment  be  submiasion  to  the  beUigerenl^ 
what  b  the  proposition  of  the  gentlaman  from 
PenuBylvania,  QAt,  Suliil)  which  is  acknowl- 
edged to  go  ftirCher  in  redaction  than  the  InE 
as  first  reported  I  It  is  in  vain  to  <^poee  a  re- 
duction of  the  Army  and  Navy  on  the  growi 
of  aabmiasion.  Gentlemen  should  prove  tbat 
they  are  re^tance.  What  resiatanoe  do  the; 
afford  against  their  decrees  or  oonfiscsliail 
Have  thay  taken  a  ungle  man  out  of  a  sbip  (^ 
war,  or  one  man  out  of  the  dungeons  of  Paiia  or 
Arras  I  This  is  as  plwu  a  question  of  e^ndi- 
enoy  aa  whether  you  will  alter  the  time  of  hold- 
ing the  ooorta  of  the  State  of  Maryland  or  mj 
omer  question.  Mr.  B.  had  however  aome 
eipeotations  that  thay  ahoold  have  soma  TV 
i{»eeches  on  thia  occasion,  and  they  lud 
them  accordingly.  They  had  beard  some  oa 
the  general  propodtion  for  reduction,  and  ooa 
this  morning  &om  the  gentleman  &om  Teoncs- 
see  Oil,  Rhu)  on  the  bilL  Was  it  propoted 
now  to  declare  war?  Was  it  believed  that  the 
gentlmian  Scorn  Pennsylvama  (Mr.  Siuua)  vu 
disposed  to  submit  to  the  beUigerentsI  Tbat 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  wde  of  the  Ho»» 
were  divided  on  that  sul^ect,  as  they  were  upoa 
the  qaesUon  of  the  redoetion  of  the  Navjl 
Waa  the  gentleman  from  Maasachuaetts,  (lu. 
QinKOT,}  who  represented  the  town  of  Bo^on, 
so  strenuous  an  advocate  at  this  moment  for 
war  (and  he  supposed  especially  for  war  with 
England)  that  he  was  obliged  to  oppose  a  le- 
dnction  on  that  ground  I  Waa  the  geullemaa 
from  Maryland  (Mr.  Est)  who  represented  Uie 
a4JBcent  district,  in  the  aame  bell  igereat  tem- 
per I  Did  he  too  oppose  this  propoeition  on 
the  gronnd  of  resisting  the  belligerents  or  m 
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matiiig  w«r  with  England  t  The  very  moment 
my  political  toach-stone  was  brought  to  teat 
tbe  ot^jeotions  to  tbe  bill  irhicb  the  committee 
}iad  offered,  tfaej  dimolved  at  onoe,  and  the  op- 
positioii  to  it  reaolred  itaelf  into  the  principle 
of  old  Federalinn.  It  was  nothing  else.  It 
wiB  offlcel  patronagel  expenditure  of  public 
monej  I  And  hence  it  was  aaid  (and  for  no 
other  cause  whatever)  that  tliese  strange  votes 
were  seen.  The  gentleman  trom  Connecticut, 
perii^w  the  only  member  or  one  of  the  ver; 
few  on  that  ude  of  tbe  Hoose  who  had  a  seat 
on  this  floor  during  the  AdministratJon  of  Mr. 
Adamr,  oppoeed  the  bill  beoaose,  as  he  had  to!d 
the  hoiiBe,  be  preferred  his  old  principles — they 
had  triumphed  over  lus  recent  disgust,  though 
even  he  acknowledged  that  great  abnses  had 
taken  place.  The  gentleman  had  declared  that 
he  would  stick  to  his  old  principles ;  and  I,  sud 
Hr.  Raitdolph,  am  for  gticking  to  mine ;  and 
my  two  friends  ftma  North  Carolina  (Heesra. 
Haoos  and  Btahtobd)  who  were  also  membera 
imder  Hr.  Adams's  Administration,  stick  to 
their  old  principles,  and  I  will  venture  to 
NT  will  never  relinqnish  them.  It  has  not 
effected  a  change  in  the  gentiemon  troai  Gon- 
Motieot,  that  he  and  his  Mends  are  out,  nor  a 
dumge  in  my  friends  from  North  Oarolina — I 
win  not  say  that  they  are  in  tbe  power,  for  of 
tiiat  they  have  not  much  to  boast ;  but  that 
tktirJiieHd*  are  in  power.  And  why  should 
tluB  clamor  be  rused  on  the  question  whether 
70a  wiB  or  will  not  make  a  formal  renunciation 
of  theold  articles  of  political  faith?  Although, 
OD  reoonaideration,  perhaps  I  have  no  cause  to 
be  sarpiised,  and  ought  to  pardon  gentiemen. 
It  is  a  ntnation  in  which  no  man  lilcee  to  be 
plioed,  to  be  brought  op  and  compelled  either 
to  forego  present  gratification  or  make  a  (brmal 
rcnimdstioD,  somoUiing  like  the  Ohristian  at 
Algiers,  who  heeitatea  whether  he  will  pat  on 
the  turban  and  sbare  the  plnoder  of  the  day,  or 
consent  to  abide  by  those  principles  which  he 
teceived  from  his  parents  and  from  heaven. 
No  doobt  there  are  many  who  wonld  infinitely 
jm^er  to  slip  over  or  slide  under  this  question ; 
and  I  am  therefore  glad,  sir,,  that  the  deoidon  of 
the  diairman  has  enabled  me  to  present  the 
dialice  to  their  lips  and  compel  them  to  swal* 
low  it  to  tbe  dr^B. 

Vr.  Rhk^  said  that  the  genQeman  Ctom  Yir- 
^nia  held  no  obnoxious  cup  to  him ;  fbr  he 
ifaoold  Tote  agiiiist  the  gentlemsn  with  the 
rreatot  imaginable  pleasore.  As  to  all  that 
had  been  iwd  abont  patronage,  it  had  no  weight 
with  him.  He  had  no  relation  in  ofBoe,  nor  did 
he  ever  expect  to  have  one.  He  bad  no  object 
HI  riew  bnt  the  well-being  and  safety  of  the 
nation.  He  was  nnwiUing  to  give  the  least 
evidence  of  ■  determination  to  relinqoish  any 
kindof  oppoeititm  (thon^  it  was  eoarcety  ap- 
parent) to  the  wrongfti]  doings  of  other  nations 
sgainst  tbe  United  States.  He  had  made  no 
war  q>Mch ;  if  I|e  had  Intended  that,  he  shonld 
have  made  rather  a  different  speech  ttom  any 
tbe  Hooae  had  heard  from  him  yet.    If  they 


went  on  fn  this  way  he  s^d  they  would  hold 
oat  an  inducement  to  all  the  roaraoders  in  the 
universe  to  come  and  plunder  the  trade  of  the 
United  Statea  as  they  pleased.  He  repeated 
that  he  did  not  make  war  speeches;  bat  he 
thongbt  oar  situation  required  a  war  speech 
agwnst  somebody — he  would  not  say  who.  We 
have  indeed,  said  he,  had  safilcient  provocation 
for  war;  and  I  say  now,  as  I  have  said  often 
before,  titat  had  we  taken  a  proper  stand  at  a 
former  time,  the  United  States  would  have 
avoided  all  their  present  difficatttes.  But  so 
long  as  we  go  on  as  we  have  gone,  and  enooor- 
oge  a  peaoe  in  war  and  a  war  in  peace,  so  Ions 
as  the  Federalists  t«ach  ns  to  acqaiesce  in  aU 
the  iniquitooB  decrees  of  the  beUigerents,  so 
long  will  our  difficulties  oontinae.  I  shall  voto 
to  oontinoe  the  Navy,  and  I  hope  that  this 
proposition,  and  anv  other  to  reduce  the  Naval 
Establishment,  will  be  negatived;  for  on  this 
establishment  depends  the  protection  of  our 
maritime  border,  and  safety  of  the  people  npon 
and  near  it.  It  may  be  sud  that  I  and  my  con- 
stituents are  safe,  but  I  will  act  for  others  who 


who  had  heretofore  complained  so  loudly  of 
Federalism,  was,  that  in  coming  np  to  the  mark 
of  Federalism  they  should  not  do  it  with  so 
mach  violence  as  to  go  beyond  it  He  thought 
it.  wonld  be  well  if  our  relative  expenditaree 
oonld  be  brought  back  to  the  worst .  year  of  Mr. 
Adams's  Administratlos,  and  our  measures  as 
to  foreign  a&ira  to  the  first  eisht  years  of  the 
Federal  Administrati<Hi,  which,  when  it  re- 
solved, did  it  so  sincerely  and  so  unalterably. 
He  congratulated  the  nation  that  it  was  no 
longer  an  argument  agunst  a  measore  that  it 
had  been  adopted  by  those  catted  Federalists; 
he  rejoiced  that  this  slang  of  party  .was  scouted 
from  the  Hoose — that  it  was  no  longer  a  piece 
of  artillery  saccessfolly  wielded  on  all  sides. 
He  hoped  it  would  forever  be  dismissed,  and 
that  gentlemen,  oonrinoed  of  their  error, 
wonld  come  np  and  place  tbvx  recantation  on 
record.  If  for  the  same  sum  as  was  expended 
for  those  objects  by  the  Federal  Administration 
they  could  obt^  the  same  number  of  fighting 
men  on  land  and  water,  he  thought  they  woula 
make  an  eitremely  good  liargain,  when  com- 
pared with  the  state  of  things  which  now  ex- 
isted. Until  this  session  he  said  he  had  l>eeu 
unapprised  of  the  enormities  of  expenditure  in 
the  Navv  Department  for  so  littia  effect ;  that 
there  had  been  so  much  of  waste  and  so  much 
done  instrumental  to  tbe  eztenuon  of  patron- 
age. He  wished  it  however  to  be  understood 
that  he  deemed  it  eeBential  that  those  who  00m- 
poee  tbe  mun  body  of  the  Army  and  Navv, 
those  on  whom  the  brunt  of  tbe  battle  &lK 
those  who  stand  in  tlie  front  of  danger,  shonld 
be  wall  paid,  well  fbd,  and  well  clad,  in  snob  a 
manner  that  one  need  notblash  to  see  them  on 
1  recruits  of 
r  tlw  solder 
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plooad  in  thii  nnfortiiiikte  ntnation,  and  tbe 

SnaUd  anfortmute  troops  poinWd  at  aa  olyecta 
pit7,  and  when  thia  sitnation  wu  the  itfinlt 
of  a  want  of  attention  in  tltose  who  had  the 
of  them,  he  oonld  aoaroel7  giy*  ntteranoe  to  his 
indignstion. 

l£:  D.  said  be  did  not  feel  diapoaed  to  dimin- 
idt  tlie  number  of  fighting  men  afloat  at  the 
preeent  time ;  though  he  was  not  inflaenoed  at 
all  by  the  reaolatioi  which  th«  Honee  liad 
pgaeed  not  to  anbntit.  He  hod  aometimea 
thought  that  thej  bad  pasaed  too  many  resoln- 
UooH  to  be  reaolnte.  No,  sir,  aaid  he,  ii^  when 
we  were  insnlted  on  the  wat«r ;  if,  when  a  Brit- 
ish sqnadron  remained  in  onr  wateia  in  defl- 
anoe  of  onr  laws,  we  had  made  nse  of  onr  navy, 
onr  officers  and  men  wonld  have  done  their 
dntr;  lint  it  was  then  deemed  more  expedient 
to  umI  in  paper  tlian  in  powder  and  shot  I 
feel  that  we  hare  gone  far  enough,  and  too  fiir, 
in  the  downhill  oonrse  of  debasement ;  by  mnch 
too  &r.  I  wonld  dismin  all  this  parade  of 
words.  I  really  would  cease  to  think  to  terrify 
tbe  French  or  Britiahnation  by  them.  iJthonga 
thoee  nations  have  hated  each  other  for  years, 
they  look  np  to  each  other  with  reverence,  be- 
cause they  know  that  victory  wonld  beglorions. 
I  wish,  too,  that  we  ehonid  proceed  in  snch  a 
miuiner  as  tliat  onr  acUons  should  not  wear  the 
^tpearanoe  of  gasconade^  and  that  we  should 
march  np  to  the  works  with  a  steady  eye. 
think,  At,  that  the  population  and  strength  of 
the  United  StatM  and  their  commercial  c^iital 
being  angmented,  it  may  be  proper,  after  a 
lapse  of  ten  years,  to  have  a  Peace  Establish- 
ment  somewhat  extended  Iwyond  tbe  fiinnei 
and  I  am  therefore  against  ao  gre 
as  ia  proposed. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjonmed- 
to  88— at  til  o'clock,  after  a  sitting  of  eight 
hoars. 

Thubsdat,  April  36. 
Ssthutiott  ^tSg  Naey. 

The  House  reeamed  the  oonsideration  of  the 
nsfinisbed  business. 

Mr.  filfiLn  moved  Uie  following  aa  a  snbsti' 
tnte  for  the  sections  stricken  out: 

"iuid  ftmher,  that  the  Prerident  <£  tbs  Caited 
StatM  b*,  and  he  it  faeieby,  aatharlieil  to  keep  in 
actoal  nrvica  aa  mai^  of  the  frigitM  and  other  pub- 
lic Bimsd  vaneli  ■■  in  hli  judgment  the  nature  of 
the  Mrrke  may  reqnin^  and  to  oauis  the  tmMm  to 
beiaidnpinordiuarriiiaonrenient  pott*;  Providti, 
the  whole  mmiber  of  officen  and  acKnen  ihall  not 
exoeed  that  fixed  by  the  act  'in  addildon  to  the  act, 
■upplementar^  to  the  act,  proriding  for  the  Naval 
Peaoe  Estabhihment,  and  for  other  puipoee^'  paned 
the  SIR  day  of  April,  1806." 

Ur.  B.  spoke  in  support  of  his  motion,  and 
remained  that  it  would  prodoce  a  saving  in 
the  next  year's  expendltnre  of  near  a  million  of 

Mr.  Bums,  after  cbaerving  that  the  amend- 
ment DOW  ofi^red  wonld  go  to  rednce  the  num- 
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ber  of  seameo  in  service  to  two  hmdred  snd 
ninety-five,  a  nnmber  smaller  than  that  anthor- 
Ized  by  the  bill  aa  originally  rqmrted,  at  it 
wonld  not  man  man  than  one  frigate,  thtet 
armed  vessels,  and  the  twen^-two  gnnboata  at 
New  Orleans,  moved  to  ammdliie  aeotion  by  tn- 
clnding  also  tbe  seamen  (five  hnndred  addi- 
tional) anthoriied  by  the  act  cftbeSddayt^ 
MarcMSO?. 

Mr.  Rau  said  that  Ituapn 
tojost  theaameat^ori^nJhilLM  ,  _ 
the  nnmber  of  men  to  be  employed.  He  s^ed 
whether  it  was  proper  to  ask  this  House  to  do 
(m  other  words  to  be  sore)  that  which  thay 
had  tbe  day  beJbrereAiBed  to  do.  Thiswatno 
time  Fur  those  who  voted  to  ini^rease  the  Nsvy 
to  vote  to  rednce  it.  What  reason  had  bwa 
given  for  sacb  a  conraet  Oentlemoi  had  aid 
that  they  believed  if  nobody  attacked  na,  ws 
should  attack  nobody,  and  that,  therefors,  w« 
sbonld  have  no  war.  Gentlemen  might  han 
some  internal  evidence,  incomprehenmble  to 
him,  that  we  shoold  conliniie  in  a  state  «f 
peace,  or  might  have  some  resaons  evident  to 
themaelvee ;  but  unless  these  reMona  were  oon- 
monioable,  Mr.  B.  said  he  could  not  atnscnt  to 
theamendmeuL  They  bad  been  t(M  that  tb«N 
wai  no  snch  thing  aa  a  diapo^tion  in  tluB  Hoait 
to  go  to  war.  How  had  thia  iadi^odtion  fat 
wargot  into  the  House  I  Mr.  B.  ooaMootae- 
count  tot  thia  dread  of  war.  He  aaid  he  had 
not  the  leaat  dinodtitm  to  give  evidence  «< 
anbmisri<m  to  fbreign  powers  by  pnttiiw  down 
the  small  naval  force  we  hav«;  fbr  wing  n 
wonld  evince  oar  wathy  and  IncU^MMMJoi  to 
protect  our  rights.  If  we  go  aa  inthianuDMr, 
8Md  he,  we  sfaall  be  tbe  prey  of  every  picaroon 
on  tbe  ocean.  We  shall  beeoaie  a  ^nj  to  oar 
black  neighbora  of  St.  Domingo,  Fw  what 
reason  are  we  to  sulject  even  our  ooastertte 
plnnder  and  abuse  t  To  save  money  1  Vby, 
sir,  if  we  do  it  we  shall  be  plundered  to  an 
amount  sufficient  to  fit  out  a  uttle  navy.  At 
least  let  us  defend  onrselvee  agvnst  th«ee  bls^ 
people  of  8t,  Domingo.  We  diall  have  nothing 
to  prevent  the  barbarian  cnusera  from  coming 
on  onr  coast,  and  thwe  ia  hoatili^  encnigfa  in 
Europe  agaaist  us  to  set  tboae  peof3e,  ss  welt  IS 
the  cmiaws  from  6L  Domingo,  against  n&  Tbe 
reduction  will  not  comport  with  tbe  safUy  <tf 
the  nation.  The  House  has  already  deottred 
by  its  vote  that  it  will  not  sdl  any  of  the 
frigates.  Will  it  contradict  itaelf  by  taking 
away  the  seamen  I  Now  that  our  naval  force 
condsta  of  picked  men  and  the  vety  best  offi- 
oera,  I  am  unwilling  to  disband  them  and  i^ 
np  men  Just  as  they  are  wanted.  I  am  ncwy 
agunst  any  reduction  now,  when  we  have  no 
evidence  of  better  times ;  for  we  have  no  cAoiil 
information  befbre  ns  to  that  efibot 

Mr.  BusKET  aud  he  waa  about  to  have  pro- 
posed an  amendment,  bnt  waa  prevented  dob 
so  doing  by  Mr.  BiooR'a.    He  wished  to  retain 
the  first  part  of  Mr,  Bioua's  amendment,  and 
Id  to  it  a  proviso  that  the  number  of  te*- 
should  not  exoeed  two  thousand  seven  ban- 
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di«d  uid  twentjr-tfaree,  (the  namber  dow  ti 
Krrioe.)  The  eSeot  of  the  amendmentthiu 
■meitded  would  bo  to  give  to  the  Preddent  an 
■Btbcaitj  which  he  hiu  not  bow,  to  cuiw  the 
fr^atw  to  be  l«id  np  at  taj  time  he  thought 
proper. 

Mr.  Taluudok  qioke  of  the  obaonritr  in 
which  the  mmendnient  was  involved  by  a  refer- 
csee  to  10  many  different  laws.  He  conld  not 
rote  for  it,  l>e  aald,  nnleea  he  coold  nnder- 
atandit. 

On  ttM  Miggeation  of  Ifr.  Baooit,  Mr.  Suux 


ttf  i>f  mi¥i  and  boja  to  be  retted  in  servioe 

duUnot  «soeed ."    Thie  blank  Mr.  Bi- 

cox  propoeed  to  M  with  one  thonaand  five 
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Mr.  Rawnoi.Fa  ftiA.  he  was  afrdd,  aft«r  the 
^edge  that  this  Honae  had  given  to  redooe  the 
Naval  Eatddiahnient,  that  vitX  pledge  was  not 
to  be  redoemed;  that  the  whole  bnuneas  waa 
to  end  in  pmoke,  mdeee  some  pitiful,  paltry  re~ 
trandrnxnt,  U>  the  amoBiit  ofahnndred  tiioa- 
■amd  doUan,  wai  made  to  enable  them  to  swear 
b; — to  mj  here  and  ont  of  doora,  and  to  en- 
able tlu  putdio  prints  to  ear,  that  thej  had  ro- 
daeed  the  Naval  EatablidimenL  It  ia  a  matter 
offiMit.nidMr.  B^  that  when  the  AdminiBtra- 
tkn  of  Mr.  Adama  went  out  of  power,  thej 
made  the  <aAy  rtform  which  has  ever  taken 
plaee  in  the  Naval  ErtalAahment  of  the  United 
Btateo,  and  that  at  the  snoceeding  swsion  do 
idann  iraa  made.  TlieaotoftheBd  of  March, 
1801,  aaHuviied  the  President,  when  the  <Ava&- 
(im  trfpoblio  affiura  in  ld«  judgment  ehoold  ren- 
der it  expedient,  to  eanaetohe  sold  all  the  ves- 
Mb  of  the  Navy  «io^  the  frigatea  of  l^e  tTnited 
States,  Oonatttntioii,  President,  Chesapeake, 
Huladdnhia,0(HiBt(dlation,OaogreMNewTork, 
Boston,  Essex,  Adjuna,  Jolm  Adam^  and  Gen- 
(nlGraoie;  andofthatmnnberthePresideat 
was  fiulher  aotluniaed  to  1^  np  all  except  rii. 
To  tha  Twnnls  laid  vp  were  attaofaedone  saiHoj; 
mmtw  one  boi^awaui,  one  gtmnar,  one  oarpen- 
t«r,  and  w»  oo<A,  (we  MugMnt  or  oofpcmd,  uA 
Mpit  naariiHa,  ana  fhnn  ten  to  twelve  seamen, 
■eomding  to  ttie  ^w  of  the  frigate.  This  was 
tte  act  which  we  found  already  passed  when 
we  came  into  power— I  do  not  wish  to  be  ar- 
rapnt,  bnt  tKj  im  to  save  drcnmloontlon.  B  v 
the  same  aet  were  retained  in  eervioe— tnark 
that,  nr — nine  e^tuns,  thirty-six  liantenants, 
and  me  hundred  and  fifty  midshipmen,  to  re- 
ceive only  hslfpn  when  not  inaotnal  service; 
and  the  (rfBeen  dismissed  nnder  tbfit  act  {and 
a  very  eoaaiderable  number  they  were)  received 
few  months'  pay  in  addition  to  their  other 
emidonienta  sa  a  gratid^  on  quitting  the  pnblio 
MTviee.  Tbia  is  the  act  on  wtaidi  we  proceeded  ; 
and  imder  tbM  act  yon  will  And  that  the  ex- 
peoMs  of  the  Navy  smoimted,  in  1803,  to 
|>IB,000.  Well,  rir,  iteecnu  we  were  then  of 
o^aiOD  that«van  oar  predecessors  had  in  tne 
traoeh  of  reform  gone  ur  enoagfa.  It  was  not 
BQojrinioD;  bat  It  wsa  the  opimon  of  a  ma- 


jority of  this  Hoose  and  oftheotber.  In  1808 
the  President  was  antlioriied  to  bnyorboild 
fonr  vessels,  to  carry  notezoeedingsixteeDgDna 
each,  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  towards  this  object  {SB,  000 
were  appropriated.  It  was  not  nntil  1808  that 
any  increase  took  place  In  the  uivbI  establish- 
ment left  itH  (If  the  eiMesaion  may  be  pardoned) 
by  the  Federalists.  We  had  slept  long  enongh, 
I  snppose,  on  reform,  and  we  made  this  little 
addition.  Bnt,  sir,  in  the  nnfortimate  year  of 
ISOS,  the  memorable  ^ear  of  the  schism,  as  it  is 
called,  the  year  of  non-importation-act  memory, 
in  that  jrearwhen  wehaaa  wflrmrsHagevainst 
Spain  on  the  table,  and  a  meeasge  of  a  different 
onaraoter  locked  np  in  the  drawer — In  that 
vear  we  paeead  an  act  which,  has  been  qnoted, 
b;  whidb  we  repealed  the  second  and  fbiirth 
sections  of  the  act  to  provide  for  the  Naval 
Peace  Establishment ;  that  is  to  say,  we  undid 
the  reform  which  had  been  carried  into  exeon- 
tion  by  onr  predecessors — with  a  very  ill  grace, 
I  acknowledge,  and  at  the  very  last  time  of  ask- 
ing, on  the  8d  of  March,  1801,  late  at  night— it 
was  a  forced  pat,  no  doubt  rar  it— ve  poswd  an 
sctin  which  we  repealed  the  seootid  and  fourth 
sections  of  that  act,  and  added  to  the  officers  of 
the  Navy  as  follows:  instead  of  nine  captains,  to 
which  namber  the  Fi^eral  Adndnistradon  had 
reduced  them,  and  which  nomber  we  believed 
for  fonr  years  to  be  amply  snffloleut  we  added 
Ave  new  captuDS— and  yet  we  onghtto  reocd- 
lect  that  in  the  iDt«rim  between  these  two  acta 
the  firlgatA  Philadelphia  had  been  wholly  loat, 
and  another  fiigate  (the  General  Greene)  re- 
tained in  the  service  by  the  act  of  the  8d  of  March, 
1801,  worse  than  totally  lovt,  as  any  one  mi^ 
see  who  will  go  and  looK  at  her  remains  in  the 
navv  yard — so  that  the  number  of  officers  made 
by  Oongrees  in  1806  was  in  tlie  inverse  ratio  to 
the  nomber  of  ships,  and,  with  two  frigatea  leea, 
we  determined  to  have  five  captains  more. 
This  same  act  of  April  Slet,  1806,  only  doubled 
the  number  of  lient«nants.  -The  not  of  the  8d 
of  March,  1801,  reduced  the  number  to  thirty- 
>ii :  the  act  of  1806  repealed  that  reduction  and 
futhoriaed  the  appointment  of  seventy-two 
hentenonts— it  Is  tm«s  dr,  that  the  same  aot 
made  no  addlHoa  to  the  number  of  midshipmen, 
nor  to  the  ntimber  of  ordinary  seamen  then  In 
service.  Thenagain  theaotof  the  8dof  March, 
1607,  added  to  that  number  five  himdred  sea- 
men, making  the  whole  number  of  seamen 
1,425.  Babseqnently  thev  have  been  Increased 
by  the  act  of  January  81,  1809,  as  the  House 
knows,  to  8,700 — and  an  increase  is  authorised 
to  the  namber  of  S,000,  with  800  additional 
midshipmen.  I  do  hope  that  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Massachosetta,  will  be  prepared  to  give  tlds 
Hoosesome  reason,  when  we  have  not  added  a 
sin^  frigate  to  the  nnmbw  retained  by  the 
act  cS  1801,  when  we  have  even  lost  two  of 
thoee  retained  by  that  oot,  when  several  others 
are  almost  in  the  last  stage  of  decay,  why  we 
should  require  five  captains  more  than  the  Fed- 
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«ral  AdmiDistration  required  for  •  greater  num' 
ber  of  vessels,  end  whv  we  should  double  the 
DQiDber  of  lieateuantst  lu  other  wordt^  why 
the  number  of  ofBoers  should  now  be  fixed 
agreeably  to  the  act  of  April  21, 1806,  rather 
than  thatofthe  Sd  of  March,  18011  Sir,  the 
gentleman  from  Masaaohnsetta  kaa  already  de- 
monstrated to  the  Uooae,  and  I  am  thankM  to 
him  for  it — I  know  with  what  anthority  any 
Btatatnent  oomes  fW>in  tbat  gentleman — that  the 
real  protection  affiirded  to  the  oonetitneDts  of 
wj  worthy  colleague  b;  the  bill,  as  reported  by 
the  select  committee,  is  greater  than  that  afforded 
by  the  arnendment  of  the  aentleman  ^m  Penn- 
BjlTania— that  is  to  say,  that  it  would  beep  a 
greater  number  of  seamen  employed,  with  fewer 
offioers  to  be  ewe,  becaase  we  retain  only  as 
many  aa  we  want.  The  efficient  protection  af- 
forded by  the  bill  as  it  originally  stood  is  great- 
er at  a  less  expense — becanse  that  branch  of  the 
naval  service  of  whioh  I  have  been  compelled 
to  present  eo  hideona  a  picture  to  this  Hoose  is 
left  by  the  amendment  imtonched.  My  worthy 
oolleagne  (Mr.  BjusBrr)  stated  yesterday — and 
I  confess  it  was  qnite  novel  to  me  ;  I  felt  ao  as- 
toniehed  at  it  as  not  only  to  be  unable  but  ahso- 
Intely  M>  forget  to  reply  to  it — that  before  he 
left  tbe  Department,  the  ei-Secretaiy  of  the 
Na*y  had  commenced  a  system  of  economy, 
which  system  it  seems  is  now  proseoating  with 
renovated  vigor  by  the  present  Seeretary— the 
mantle  of  Elijah  has  descended  on  the  ehonlders 
of  his  BQCceesor.  I  am  sorry,  sir,  to  differ  with 
my  worthy  colleague  on  so  many  points  ;  but  I 
am  reaUy  not  sorry  that  oircnmstaDcee  have 
put  It  in  my  power  to  prove,  from  the  most  in- 
contestable aathority,  that  where  I  hare  the 
miaforCune  to  differ  ttom  him,  I  am  most  inda- 
bitably  aapported  by  facts.  Now,  sir,  the  first 
year's  expenditure  nnder  the  late  Seoretsry  of 
the  Navy  was  $fllB,OO0.  Even  in  that  year  the 
appropriation  was  exceeded,  and  we  had  to  peas 
an  appropriation  bilt  to  make  up  the  deficit; 
and  from  that  time  to  his  going  ont  of  office, 
the  expenditure  of  that  department  has  regulai^ 
ly  increased.  The  second  year,  the  eipenditm-e 
was  11,340,000 ;  the  next  year,  $1,379^ ;  th* 
next  year  (and  this  was  the  year  the  Philadel- 
phia was  taken — she  was  taken  about  December, 
1803,  and  that  year,  I  believe,  was  about  the  meet 
Tigorons  of  the  war)  the  expenditure  wbs$1,C97,- 
OOO;  the  next  year,  $1,649,000;  the  next  year, 
$1,722,000;  tbe  next  year,  $1,884,000;  the  next, 
two  millions  and  a  half  within  a  trifle.  Now, 
sir,  this  is  a  specimen  of  such  economy  aa  does 
not  snit  my  taste,  nor,  I  believe,  the  taste  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  I  believe  it  is  in  proof 
and  in  the  recollection  of  every  member  of  ex- 
perience on  this  floor,  that  that  Department  has 
long  ago  passed  into  a  proverb  of  prodigality 
and  waste;  and  if  my  honorable  colleague  will 
give  himself  an  opportaiiity  to  probe  it.  he  will 
find  ench  wasthe^t  WiUi  r«speot to  the  pres- 
ent Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  have  the  beat  rfea- 
son  to  believe  that,  on  his  coming  into  office,  he 
did  take  various  st^x  to  introduoe  reform  into 


the  oivU  branch  of  the  departmeot — in  r^pilat- 
iug  and  checking  the  pomeia,  for  iostanoa. 

Sir,  a  few  days  ago  a  bill  was  befors  tlua 
Hoose  for  appropriating  a  small  amn  of  (30,000 
to  prevent  the  most  preoitxis  archives  not  only 
that  this  country  bat  that  any  other  ooantry 
possesses,  tbe  evidence  of  the  titles  of  our  po- 
lidoal  independence,  the  title-deeds  of  the  gtial 
American  family,  the  great  obarteta  of  om 
libert)',  from  destrnction.  The  gentlemu  fivm 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Siauz^  did  on  that  oeetata 
vehemently  oppose  this  bill,  Knd  on  this  gromid 
— (tbe  bill  was  oronght  In  by  a  gentleman  thai 
Maswchnsettfr— Mr.  QnDt(TT)tliattlKMi^  ttim 
was  no  impropriety  perhapa  in  geottemw  tn 
tbat  side  of  the  House  voting  for  nnneeeBSHy 
expenditures  of  the  public  monw,  which  in  tiN 
present  unexampled  state  of  th«  Treasury,  nugU 
tend  to  embarrass  the  Govemnmit — a  strings 
doctrine  to  be  sore— vet  it  ifid  Dot  iMOome  him 
to  do  it  I  do  hope  utat  the  worUiy  gentlcmao 
from  Pennsylvania,  who  could  not  find  it  in  hli 
heart  to  lowen  the  purse-strings  of  the  nattoa 
for  the  purpose  of  preaerving  th«  valnabls  tr- 
chives  of  the  counti?,  and  which,  if  another  Srs 
should  break  ont  in  the  building  at  the  othsr 
end  of  the  palace,  between  this  time  and  tlM 
nest  session  of  Congress,  might  be  irredeemably 
destroyed,  for  which  those  who  were  the  caoN 
of  the  destruction  would  have  been  anawerabls 
— if  he  would  not  vote  money  for  this  ot^Ject,  I 
hope  he  will  not  inust  upon  exceeding,  in  point 
of  expense,  sa  relates  to  the  Navy,  Uie  reConn 
which  our  predeoeesors,  the  Federalist,  mads 
before  they  went  ont  of  office,  which  we  ac- 
cepted at  their  hands  and  were  contented  to 
practise  on  for  four  yeara,  and  not  oompel  at  to 
go  into  unneoeaBary  and  wanton  expensea  lo- 
thorized  by  the  act  of  April,  180&~wheD,I 
have  no  heutatitni  in  f'HT'g  tlie  aseerticvi,  and 
am  prepared  to  prove  it,  a  material  chaiige  wM 
efiectaa  in  the  principle*  of  those  in  Adiniiut- 
tration,  such  as  1  knew  them,  and  euoh  as  they 
were  practiaed  upon  for  abont  the  term  of  four 
years,  when  we  b^an  to  find  that  patnungs 
was  a  very  comfbrtable  thing,  that  office  wu 
dewrable,  that  navies  were  not  the  bugbear  wo 
had  thoQght  thanL  and  that  ani^ee  were  rsry 
good  depositaries  for  onr  friends  and  relatival 
and  depenfieota  who  had  no  better  resource  I, 
therefore,  move  to  amend  the  amendmspt  of 
the  gentleman  from  PennsylTania  so  as  to 
rednoe  the  Navy  to  the  standard  of  the  act 
of  1801. 

This  is  indeed,  said  he,  a  novel  ntuation  in 
which  I  find  myself— it  is  nnprecedented,  latlle 
did  I  believe  that  the  time  would  ever  cone 
when  it  would  be  my  lot  thus  to  press  eoonooiy 
upon  a  Republican  majority — to  intreat  tlist 
they  would  oome  down,  not  to  any  ideal  imag- 
inary standard  of  perfection — not  to  any  the- 
oretical propodtioD  of  mine — but  that  in  prac- 
tice they  would  come  down,  on  the  subject  of 
naval  expenditure,  to  the  standard  established 
by  their  Federal  predeoesors:  and  that  tec 
when  we  have  lost,  as  I  stated  before,  the 
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Pldladelphui  and  G«neral  Ormne,  and  when,  I 
bdiere,  the  John  Aduns  is  in  a  ooodiUon  tut 
I  vQl  not  Attempt  to  describ«— I  onderstand 
tbis  TeM«l  is  so  cnt  down  and  metamorphoeed 
tliat  nobodj  knows  what  to  make  of  her ;  that 
■be  retaina  nothing  of  her  former  oharacter. 
Then  I  make  this  motjon,  air,  I  do  it  with  an 
iatMitioQ  of  moTiDg  other  amendments  to  other 
netioiiB  of  the  bill,  so  as  to  make  the  service  of 
tbe  United  Ststea  in  relation  to  the  savy-jards 
and  marine  uirps  comport  with  the  rednotion 
which  will  haTe  taken  place,  provided  I  have 
the  good  fortnne  to  sncceed. 

Mr.  R.  then  moved  to  amend  Vi.  Shuji's 
prc^MMitioD  hy  adding  the  followiag : 

"And  that  the  Prendmt  dull  retain  in  the  Niyy 
•enieaof  the  United  States  nine  omptaiiu,  tbirtj-sii 
littitesaiitB,  and  aas  hondred  and  RfU  midahipmen, 
bcloding  those  emplojed  on  board  of  the  frigatea  and 
o(ba  aimed  Tenets  to  be  kept  in  WTvice  ;  sod  that 
ha  b«  asthoriied  le  diaehaige  all  the  other  offlcera  in 
tbe  Navy  aerrice  of  the  United  Stales ;  bnt  inch  of 
the  afefMud  offioen  as  Aall  be  letalned  ahaU  be  ee- 
litled  ta  receive  no  more  Ibsn  bslf  tbdr'montblj  paj 
daring  the  lime  when  they  ihail  not  be  aader  orden 
toe  RGtoal  MTriin.  And  prorideJ  fvrOier,  That  all 
ttie  oommismonera  sod  warrant  offlcen  who  ahall  be 
diHbaiged  aa  afbnaaid  shall  be  entitled  to  leeeire 

months  pay  over  and  above  what  may  be  due 

to  tbem   lespectiTslj  at   the  timi  they  were  dis- 

Hr.  JoHSBOs  expressed  hia  hope  that  tbe 
Honse  would  come  to  some  decision,  widtoot 
'eof  ^e  timeof  the  Honae  lad»- 


Mr.  SwuEsudhewaaserionalyin&TOT  of  a 
redaction  in  tbe  Navy,  and  was  therefore  op- 
posed  to  Hr.  Raxdolpb'b  amendment  to  his 
amendmenL 

After  some  farther  remaib  of  Measra.  Rak- 
DoipH  and  Dana  in  favor  of  a  rednotion,  and 
Heeers.  MoEnt,  Boto,  and  Rbka  of  Tennessee 
i^unrt  it,  the  qnestion  was  taken  on  Hr.  Rait- 
dou^b'b  motion  to  amend  Kr.  gjoux's  amend- 
ment, and  n^atiTsd — yeas  86,  nays  ST. 

Hr.  Nkwtok  then  said  he  was  anzions  to  do 
his  dntj ;  bat  conld  not  consent  to  stay  here 
when  one-third  of  the  House  at  lea»t  had  de. 
serted  their  seats  and  fbtigne  oppreseed  the 
reaiainder.  He  thereftoe  moved  to  adjonm.— 
Oarried — yeas  00,  after  seven  hours'  sitting. 


Fbtoat,  April  27. 

Jtertalitg  oftJie  Troop*  at  Terrt  avx  Bmf. 

Vr.  NzwTOH,  f^om  the  committee  appointed 
to  inqnire  into  the  canses  of  the  mortality 
which  prevtuled  in  the  detachment  of  the 
army  onlered  for  the  d^noe  of  Sew  Orleans, 
made  a  long  report,  accompanied  with  variaas 
deposi^na  and  other  pt^r^  The  report  con- 
clndea  as  follows : 


eribed  to  the  foiiowiDg  canaas ; 

"lit  The  detaehment  eooaiding  1^ new  levies. 

>'  SJdly.  The  inaalnbri^  of  the  olimate,  the  mm- 
mer  and  antnmn  of  tbe  year  1809  being  niuuually 

"  ttdly.  To  the  nature  of  the  gronnd  on  which  the 
detachmsnt  was  enosmped  at  Terre  snx  Bteof,  and 
the  detention  of  It  st  that  daae  during  tbe  whole  of 
the  anmmer,  c<Mitiaiy  as  ute  committee  eonouve  to 
the  Inatmetioiu  eont^aed  bi  the  letter  of  tbe  Secre- 
tsiycFf  War  beaHng  date  the  BOtii  of  April,  IB09. 

"  ithly.  To  the  want  of  aonnd  and  wholesome  pro- 
viriona  and  of  vegetables — tbe  want  of  an  hospital 
and  of  hoapilal  atarea  and  medicines. 

"  Ethly.  Tbe  excessive  fatignes  to  whieh  tha  Inmpe 
were  tnlgeclsd  ia  eleanng.  ditching,  and  draining  the 
ground  on  which  thay  were  enoamped. 

"  6thly.  To  the  want  of  repoee  during  Hm  ui^t, 
owing  to  the  troopa  not  beit^  pntvidad  with  bars 
and  nets  to  pioteot  them  from  the  annoyanoe  of 

"  tthly,  Tbe  want  of  clasDUneea  la  the  camp,  the 
natara  of  the  poaitira  raodBrii^  it  almost  Impractl- 
eable  to  preserve  It 

**  8tbly.  The  Ock  end  well  htiaa  oonfiiud  to  the 
same  tents,  whkh  ndther  protected  them  mScimtly 
t^om  tbe  beat  of  tbe  nm,  nor  kept  them  dry  from 


The  report  and  docnmenta  i 
he  printed. 


i  ordered  to 


,  SannnAT,  April  2S. 

SedvetioTt  of  M«  JToey, 
The  Honae  reeamed  the  consideration  of  the 
hill  for  redncing  the  Naval  EstabHahment  of 

the  United  States. 

Ur.  Smiux's  amendment  was  modified  so  as 
to  fiz  the  nmnher  of  officers,  dec,  to  be  retained 


-  seamen,  ordinary 

Ur.  Hdhfobo  again  moved  to  poelpono  the 
farther  oonsideratdon  of  the  sol^eat  indefinitely 
— lost,  yeas  40,  nays  64. 

Kr.  Rahdolph  moved  to  strike  out  the  nnm- 
bers  thirteen,  nine,  and  seventy-two,  in  tbe 
ameDdment,  being  dedrons  of  redndng  tiie 
officers,  if  any  part  of  tbe  eatabUahmcat. 
Hotion  lost,  aves  40,  noea  46. 

Ur.  K  R.  Hoou  oaHad  fbr  a  divisiou  of  the 
qneetion  on  Mr.  Sinus's  amendment. 

And  tbe  qnestlou  was  taken  on  that  part  of 
it  which  anthoriiee  the  President  to  keep  in 
service  so  many  of  the  armed  vessels  as  he  may 
think  proper,  and  to  lay  np  the  rest  in  ordina^ 
in  ooBvement  porta.  This  part  of  the  aoieiid- 
ment  was  agreed  to— yeas  61,  nays  86. 

The  second  clanse  of  Hr.  Sum's  amend- 
ment  being  under  oonsideratioii — 

Ur,  BviLii  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for  the 
nmnher  of  midshipmen  with  "  one  hnndred  and 
fifty  "  (alMQt  half  the  number  at  present  in 
aerviee) — Agreed  to,  ayee  SI,  noea  ST. 
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The  qneatioD  wm  etatod  on  filUsg  tb«  blank 
tor  tho  number  (tf  iMnun  to  be  ratalned  with 
"two  thoannd  aeven  faondred  and  twent;- 
thrae,"  M  moved  by  Ur.  BAaanr,  and  r^eouid, 
jaa  M,  najB  S2 ;  sIm  the  question  vu  taken 
on  filing  with  8,000,  aiidr«jeoted,  real  80,  naji 
86 ;  alao  on  fiDing  with  1,400,  wUoh  WM  e»r- 
ried ;  and  the  Hooae  then  a^oniad. 


TuiaDi.T,  Vaj  1. 

GMterai  WUMium. 

Ur.  Bmn,  from  tbe  committee  appointed 

to  inqaire  into  tlie  ooadaot  of  Brigadier  Oene- 

lal,  James  Wilkinaon,  roM  to  make  a  report. 

The  qaeation  on  reading  tbe  report  Was  taken 
and  caiTied,  68  to  8S. 
The  report  is  aa  fbllowB; 

tIoaoftlie4tliiDrtaiit,diTwtiiig  u  tnmiiy  into  the 
ooadoot  of  Brigadier  Genaral  Jamo  Wl&iuoa,  in 
lelaliaa  to  bU  £iTing  at  anj  lima,  vfaOs  b  tha  *er- 
Tloe  of  tbe  Ui^twl  SlatM^  totnftlj  noalTsd  mowj 
from  the  aoTOmneiit  of  Spain,  or  it*  agorti^  or  In 
ralattoD  to  hit  having,  dnriug  thii  tima  ifniiaitil, 
been  an  aaoom[dlea|  or  in  an7  nj  oouoetiMd  trith 
theagMrtief  au^fmeign  poinr,Driritli  AannBmr, 
in  a  pn^eot  agumt  tha  dooiiiuona  of  thg  Kinf(  of 
Spain,  w  to  diaiember  then  United  Statei,  and  to 
tnqidre  gaoerallj'  into  the  oondnct  c/  tlw  nid  Junei 
Wa^uoa,  a*  Birigadi«T  Gwwnl  of  the  Armj  of  the 
Unitod  Statai,  iep«(t,  that  tiiaj  hare  had  nnder  sod- 
•identiim  tbe  wveral  nt^eota  of  inqoiir,  and  have 
faiTeMJgated  tlwm  to  the  utmoM  of  Ibair  powsr  nnoa 
A*  time  of  tlidr  a)ip^tmant,  bvt  frem  the  limited 
period  in  vfalobthaf  bare  aeted,  and  from  Aa  ex- 
taoBTe  and  oomplicaled  natore  of  tbe  ni1t}eot«,  Ihej 
are  tmdar  tlw  naeairiff  of  itadng  dtat  A»J  luie  not 
*"  'h  to  make  anj  thoreogh  tad  omoIniiTe  in- 
ioD  of  dia  ot{jacti  of  their  ioqniiy. 
b  lialliiiiaii  bowever,  ai  thej  have  been  mUa 
lo  proonre,  tlw;  W  ^*e  to  isbn^t  ai  part  of  thii 
npot^  and  wldoh  ma?  be  refeired  to  under  the  fbl- 
lowing  headi  and  order : 

In  nlatian  to  die  flnt  objwii  of  inqnlrj,  to  wit ; 
the  leosipt  of  monejr  bj  General  WElUnaan  from  thg 
Spanith  Oonnnunt  or  ita  agenti,  rater  te  the 
[Hon  foUawt  a  litt  of  papery  18  la  nnmber.] 

In  relation  to  the  aMOnd  ohjeot  of  iuqoiiT,  to  wit ; 
tile  couaecliKi  of  Creneral  WIUiDian  with  Um  agenti 
of  Spain  Id  a  pRtjeot  to  dimember  the  United  Statu, 

[Here  fcOowt  a  liat  of  II  papen.] 
In  relation  to  the  third  ohject  of  inqniiy,  to  w 


G«neralWUkInMin>ac 


o  with  Auon  Bnir,  rs- 


[Han  follow!  a  Uat  of  14  papers.] 

In  idation  to  the  tbnrtb  witA  of  biqiiirr,  to  wit : 

the  ooadnot  of  Oaoeral  WILLinMia.  u  Brlga^  Oen- 

eial  of  the  anD7  of  tbe  United  Statei,  refer  to  Aa 

[Hera  followi  a  liit  of  Q  p^wri.] 

The  committee  think  proper,  also,  to  nbmit  Aa 

followiiig  p^Bii  relatiDg  to  tobacoo  ud  other  com- 

maicial  trannotioni  in  wiiioh  Oeneral  Wilklnaon  was 


the  monA  of m  the  ^ear  1788, 

to  Ae  mooA  of in  the  jeai  1790,  to  wU : 

[HevB  fbUowi  a  lilt  of  10  pv*n.} 

In  making  Ae  last  precedieg  itatetneni  Ae  oMn- 
ntitlee  beg  leave  to  remaik,  Aat  from  an  eiamlna- 
lion  of  Ae  aentenoe  of  the  ntillteij  ootnt  of  iBqnii7, 
ordeied  at  the  teqoesi  of  General  irakiasoo,  aad  of 
lAiob  Cohmal  Bniheok  was  Prs^daat,  H  aiipaaTa 
Aat  tbe  tobaooo  trannuttioiis  of  Gencnl  WUkinva 
at  New  erleeni  in  1TS9  and  1790  omititDted  a 
malarial  pact  of  Aat  inqnliy,  and  that  a  oo^  of  an 
aooonnt  onneid  vu  laid  befbra  tbe  aud  oourt  hj 

Gennal  WUkioson  and  designated  by  No. ,  and 

■evaral  letters  aceompautjing  said  sccaont,  mppoeed 
b;  tbe  ooort  to  be  In  Ae  handwritii^  of  PbHip  No- 
luid,  Ae  agent  of  Oeneral  VHUnaon. 

Tbe  ooounittee  omoeiTiDg  tbal  tbe  p^era  collect- 
ed by  Ae  said  ootut  wonld  aid  Asm'  in  d^  inieati 
latian,  made  ^plication  for  Aoae  p^ien  to  the 
Seoretniy  of  War,  hnt  mm  nnabla  to  obtain  tfaem, 
Aey  baring  been  taken  from  the  office  b7  Geoenl 
Wilkinson,  a*  qqieara  fnnn  Ae  deposiiian  of  John 
Smith,  oUaf  deck  in  the  War  OSoe.  The  couimit- 
tee  then  diieeted  a  sohpoena  to  General  WilkiuoD,  n- 
qnliing  him  to  send  or  prodnoe  all  tbe  p^Mn  which 
bad  been  ased  or  coUected  br  tbe  fU  court,  in  obe- 
dienoe  to  whioh  General  Wiiklnseo  sent  to  Aa  cot»- 
mittee  a  packet  of  papen  whioh  did  not  contain 
eiAer  tbe  aooonnt  and  letters  refbned  (o  in  tbe  seo- 
teneeof  Ae  court,  or  the  defenea  of  General  Wllkin- 
soa,  nor  have  Ae  commtttBe  beMi  able  to  piticniw 
Aem,  end,  consequently,  have  not  bad  it  in  their 
power  to  oompsre  Ae  aoconots  henwiA  exhibited 
wiA  Aose  which  wan  Isld  bef<a«  Ae  military  «onrt 
of  inqoity.  For  Ae  Fdrtbar  elncldatlai,  refer  to 
Walter  Jeoes't  dt^ositioii,  msrked  W.  J. 

Tbe  oonunittee  also  mbmit  the  dqiodtion  ef 
Deuel  W.  Coz^  enthsnlkating  tbe  p^eia  to  whtoh 
he  glacially  reAta,  maAed  D.  W.  C. 

Ifr.  Gholboit  observed  that  the  rending  ot 
the  doanmente  accompanying  the  report  would 
take  until  midnl^t,  at  leaa^  and  he  hoped  there 
wonld  be  no  objection  to  di^ense  with  the 
reading  of  them, 

No  one  objecting,  the  reading  ot  the  doen- 
mentn  was  diq>enaed  with,  and  the  wlwla  waa 
ordered  to  be  printod. 


A  message  from  the  Senate  inforroed  the 
Eoose  that  the  Senate  have  t^ipointed  a  eom- 
mittee  on  their  part,  jointly  with  each  oom- 
mittee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this 
House,  to  wwt  on  tlie  Preddent  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  tilm  of  the  propoaed  reoeaa 
of  OongresB. 

The  Honae  proceeded  to  oonaider  the  rescJn- 
Uonfiom  the  Senate  to  appoint  a  Joint  oommit- 
tee  to  wdt  on  the  President,  and  acquaint  him 
of  tbe  proposed  reoeen  of  GoDgTesa;  and  the 
same  was  oononrred  in  by  the  Honse:  and 
UeasTs.  OuwroKD  and  Roanb  were  ^>po)nted 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  Ae  Honse. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed -th« 
Eoose  that  the  Senate,  having  completed  thn 
I^islative  bnaineee  before  them,  are  ready  to 
adjourn. 

Ui.  Okiwtokd,  from  Uie  j<nnt  oommittee  to 
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vnt  on  Qm  Preddent  of  the  TTnited  Statw,  and 
iifbnii  him  of  the  proposed  reews  of  OongrewL 
npvtod  that  the  committee  had  pu^brmed 
tlut  Mrrioe,  and  th&t  the  Preadent  informed 
them  that  he  bad  no  farther  oommnnicaljon  to 
make  to  Congrew  daring  tti«  preient  aeanon. 
Ordered,  That  a  meesage  bs  sent  to  the  Ben. 


at«  to  Inform  them  that  thia  Hoose  are  noir 
readj  to  a^ooni ;  and  that  the  clerk  do  go 
with  the  said  meeease. 

The  clerk  aooorolnglj  went  with  the  said 
meeeage ;  and,  bung  retnmed,  the  Spbakbb  od- 
jonRied  the  Hotue  ontil  the  first  Uondaj  in 
December  nezL 
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PKOCEEDmOS  m  THE  SENATE. 


HoNDAT,  December  8, 1810. 

The  third  B««Non  of  the  elerenth  OongreK, 

eonformablj  to  the  Coostitatdon  of  Oovemmeiit 

of  the  ITiiited  States,  oommeDoed  this  daj ;  and 

the  Senate  assembled  at  the  oitj^  of  Waahmgtoii. 

pbisxnt: 

NioROLU  OuMAS  and  CaAXLis  Ccm,  ftom 
New  Bsnipahire. 

Chackcbt  Goodbioh  and  Sahdxl  W.  Daxa, 
from  Oonnecticot, 

JoNATHAS  RoBnraoN,  tmia  YennonL 

Obasiah  (^luir,  from  New  York. 

Michah.  Lkib,  from  Fennsjlvania. 

OcTBKBBiDaa  HoBSET,  from  DelaTsre. 

Samuxl  Smith,  from  Maryland. 

WiLUAW  B.  G1LB8,  from  Yii^finia. 

Jobs  Oaiu^asd,  from  Sonth  Carolina, 

WiiUAM  H.  Obawfokd  and  Ohabub  Tait, 
ftom  Georgia. 

Josh  Popk,  from  £eiitiio^.  - 

AuxAKDCB  Campbell,  from  Ohio. 

John  Gaillasd,  Preudent  pro  tenywt,  re- 
sumed the  chfdr. 

The  nomber  of  Senators  present  not  being 
aofSdent  to  consficuts  a  qnomm,  the  Senate 
adjonmed. 

TcuDAT,  December  4, 

JoEK  LiMBB&T,  ttoBk  the  State  of  "Sew  Jer- 
Bef,  Elibha  Matbkwsok,  from  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  Philip  Rebix  from  the  State 
of  Mioyland,  severally  attended. 

The  credentials  of  Ohaklis  Gctts,  appointed 
«  Senator  by  the  Le^slatnre  of  the  Slate  of 
New  Hampshire,  In  place  of  Nahnm  Parker, 
Esq.,  resigned ;  also,  of  Samubl  W.  Uaha,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  by  the  Leg^atnre  of  the 
State  of  Coimecticnt,  in  place  of  James  Hill- 
honse,  Esq.,  reeigned,  were  sererally  read ;  and 
the  oath  required  by  law  was,  by  the  I^ssi- 
vsht,  administered  to  them,  respectiTel^. 

Ordere^  That  the  Secretarj  aeqnamt  the 
Honse  of  RepresentatiTes  that  a  qnonim  of  the 
Senate  is  assembled  and  ready  to  prooeed  to 


Ordfrtd^  Th&t  Meean.  Smith,  <tf  KnTbnd, 
and  GmtAir,  be  a  eommittee  on  the  part  of  tb* 
Senate,  together  with  sach  oommittee  aa  mg 
be  appointed  bj  the  Hoose  of  RepresenUtin* 
on  Uieir  part,  to  wut  on  the  President  (€  A« 
United  States  and  notify  him  that  a  qmna  of 
the  two  Booses  is  assembled  and  readj  to  »■ 
oeive  any  commnnications  that  he  loty  ba 
pleased  to  make  to  them. 

A  message  from  the  Hoose  of  Bepresenta- 
tives  informed  the  Senate  that  a  qnoram  of  the 
House  of  Representadvee  is  assembled  ud 
ready  to  proceed  to  bnsineas.  The  Hoose  of 
Representadvee  have  appointed  a  committM 
on  their  part.  Jointly  widi  each  commitUa  M 
may  be  appointed  on  the  pert  of  the  Senate,  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States  mi 
notify  him  that  a  onomm  ot  the  two  Eoosca  is 
.  assembled  and  reaay  to  receive  any  eomaDai- 
,  cations  tliat  he  may  be  pleased  to  nuke  to 

On  motion,  by  Ifr.  Smith,  of  Marylud, 
BeKlwd,  That  James  Uathers,  sergeants 
arms  and  ooorkee^r  to  the  Senate,  be,  and  be 
is  hereby,  aathorued  to  en^oy  one  aaBstiit 
and  two  horses,  for  the  pnrpoae  of  perfoniiiiig 
snob  servioee  as  are  nanally  reqoired  by  the 
doo^eeper  to  the  Senate ;  and  that  the  som  of 
twenty-eight  dollars  be  allowed  bim  weekly  foi 
that  purpose,  to  oommeneo  with,  and  rwosui 
doling  the  session,  and  for  twenty  days  afttf. 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  repwted  from  U» 

Kcommiitee  that  they  haa  waited  on  the 
ident  of  the  United  States,  and  that  tbe 
President  informed  the  committee  that  be 
woold  make  a  oommnnication  to  the  two 
Houses  to-morrow  at  13  o'clock. 

Wbdhxsdai,  December  S. 

TiMOiST  FioEBEiHa,  from  the  State  of  V» 

sachusetta,  and  Stxpbxk  R.  Bsadlbt,  btm  tbe 

State  of  Vermont,  severally  attendedi. 

Preiidmet  Annual  Mmage. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PsasUKiiT  ov  THa  Umnn  Siaibs  : 
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Tin  embunMrnenti  which  htm  pMraOed  id  out 
rnn^n  ralatioa^  and  K>  WDOh  «m[lo7«d  tha  ddlbora- 
toaa  of  CongTSM,  maka  It  a  prinar;  dnty  in  meat- 
ag  yon  t»  eoMttWoata  whatem  maj  hara  occarred 
k  ihat  branch  of  oar  national  affikln. 

Tbe  act  of  the  laft  UMion  of  CongnM  coDcanuog 
the  Dommandal  iotbRioiu-M  between  t£a  United  Stalea 
and  Great  Britain  and  Fiance,  and  their  dependen' 
di^  hanng  hinted,  in  a  new  farm,  a  tarmlnatiDn  of 
(heir  edicts  asainK  our  neutral  oomnieroe ;  copiM  of 
the  act  wan  immediatel;  forwarded  to  our  Muii>l«n 
•t  Loudon  and  Faiii,  with  a  riaw  that  Iti  ol^ect 
■niilit  be  within  the  early  attention  of  the  Franoh  and 
Bntidi  GDrenmanta. 

B;  tlie  commwiicatioii  icoeiTed  Ihrangh  onr  Mini*- 
tar  at  Parij,  it  af^eaied  that  •  knowledBa  of  the  aot 
fajAe  Franch  OoTanmHDt  waa  fblloiredbja  deola- 
raliaii  that  the  Seriin  and  Milan  dtcreai  ware  ra- 
Toked,  and  woold  ceaae  to  h«T<  eSeot  dd  the  fint  day 
oT  NoTBinbei  entiling.  Tbeee  being  the  only  known 
•dicti  of  France  within  the  deMription  of  the  act,  and 
the  TBTOOtion  of  tbem  being  men  that  thej  otsnd  at 
that  data  to  violate  onr  neotral  commeire,  the  fact, 
at  pRictibed  by  law,  waa  annonnced  by  a  proclama- 
tion, hearing  date  the  aeccnd  day  of  November. 

Itwonnld  have  weD  accotdDd  with  the  conciliatory 
riewi  indicated  by  tbia  pioceedii^  on  the  part  of 
Tnuce,  to  have  extended  them  to  all  the  groandi  oF 
jn^  eomplaint  which  now  ramsin  nna^jnitod  with' 
Oie  United  StatcL  It  wu  partlcnlarly  anticipnted 
that,  aa  a  fmlher  avidance  of  inet  diapoaitiooi  to- 
ward* tbnn,  matoiation  would  have  been  immedi- 
ately made  of  the  property  of  our  ottiiena,  viied 
DDder  a  miiaKdieaDon  of  the  joiDciple  of  repriaali, 
eomlRned  with  a  miuonatructioo  of  the  law  of  tUe 
United  States.     Thia  aipectation  hai  not  been  flil- 


FntD  fike  Britiib  Gorammant,  no  communioatton 
M  the  aidtieet  of  the  aet  haa  been  tnceived.  To  a 
camBuniication,  from  our  miniiter  at  London,  of  a 
lanoatioa,  by  the  French  Goremment,  of  it*  Berlin 
and  Milan  dMieea,  tt  wai  aniwered,  that  the  Biiliih 
■yitem  wonld  be  rvlinqnlAhed  aa  locn  u  the  repeal 
of  the  Fnuich  decreea  ihonld  hare  actually  talcen 
effect,  and  the  oommenu  of  neutral  nations  have 
bem  ]CTtoied  to  the  condition  in  which  it  stood  pre- 
vioniij  to  the  promnlgatiai  of  thoae  decreei.  This 
pledge,  altlkoogh  it  doaa  not  peetwarily  import,  does 
not  ezcltide,  the  intention  of  ivlinqnishing,  along 
with  ae  Orden  in  Coondl,  the  practice  of  those 
mnl  blockades,  which  have  a  like  eSect  of  iuterrupt- 
iag  OQT  neutral  oonunerce ;  and  this  farther  jnatice 
to  the  United  States  is  the  nther  to  ha  looked  for, 
hnmndh  as  the  blockades  in  question,  being  not 
wait  contrary  to  the  established  law  of  nations  than 
iBcvuiatent  with  the  rales  of  blockade  formerly  re- 
coguiaed  by  Great  Britain  herself,  conld  have  no  sl- 
legod  baaii  other  than  the  plea  of  retaliation,  alleged 
u  tba  biuia  of  the  Orden  in  Goimca  Under  the 
BodificatioD  of  the  original  orders  of  November, 
1807,  into  the  orders  of  AfA,  1S09,  there  is,  indeed, 
searcely  a  nominal  dintinctinn  between  the  oiders 
aod  the  blockades.  One  of  those  illagitimBte  btock- 
ades,  bearing  date  in  Hay,  1S06,  having  been  ex- 
pnaly  avowed  to  be  stiU  nnresdnded,  and  to  be,  in 
dbct,  compreheaded  In  the  Orden  in  Conucil,  was 
lao  diatiDctly  bitmgbt  within  the  porvlt 
■  not  tote  ■      ■  ■■ 


mpidMnded  i^  the  ei^ana- 


tion  of  Ae  roqni^tes  to  a  compUsnce  with  it.  The 
British  Goveimnent  was  accordingly  apprised  by  our 
Minister  near  it,  that  inch  wan  the  light  in  whit^ths 
sulyect  was  to  be  regarded. 

On  the  other  important  subjects  depending  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  that  Govemmeot,  no 
progress  hss  been  made  flrom  which  an  early  and 
satisfactory  reanlt  can  be  relied  on. 

In  this  new  posture  of  our  relations  witli  tboee 
powers,  the  consideration  of  Congreaa  win  tie  properly 
tnmed  to  a  removal  of  donbts  which  may  occvir  in 
the  flipotition,  and  cf  difficulties  in  the  axecntiui,  of 
the  act  above  cited. 

The  commeroe  of  the  Uulted  Slates  with  the  nmrA 
of  Enn^ie,  beretcfinv  much  vexed  by  licentious  cruis- 
ei^  particnlarlr  nnder  the  Danish  flag,  has  latterly 
be»D  viiiled  with  fresh  and  eilennvB  depredations. 
The  measures  pursued  in  behalf  of  our  injured  citi- 
lens,  not  having  obtained  justice  for  them,  a  further 
and  mom  formal  int<rpontion  with  the  Danish  Gov- 
emment  is  contemplated.  The  principles  which  have 
Iwen  maintained  by  that  Oovenunent  in  relatioD  to 
neutral  commerce,  and  the  friendly  profbsslixts  </ 
His  Danish  M^esty  towards  the  United  States,  are 
valnabte  pledget  in  favor  of  a  sncceiafhl  inae. 

Among  liie  events  growing  out  of  the  state  of  the 
Spanish  monarchy,  our  alUnlion  was  imperiously 
attracted  to  the  chauge  dcvalopiog  itself  in  that  por- 


of  5p^n,  awfldting  the  remit  of  n^otiv- 
tions  for  its  actual  delivery  to  them.  Tlie  Spanish  au- 
thority was  subverted,  and  a  silnation  produced  «x- 
pDains  the  conntiy  to  ulterior  events  which  misht 
essentially  aSbct  the  rights  anl  welfare  of  the  Umon. 
In  such  a  coqhmctnre  1  did  not  delay  the  intarpc^- 


States  extends,  and  to  which  the  laws  provided  for 
the  Territory  of  Orieaus  are  applicable.  With  this 
view,  the  proclamation,  cf  which  a  copy  is  l^d  be- 
fore yoii,  was  confided  to  the  Governor  of  that  Terri- 
tory, to  be  carried  into  effect.  The  legality  and 
necessity  of  the  course  pnrsaed,  asniie  me  of  the 
&TOrabie  light  in  which  it  will  present  itself  to 
the  LcKLsIatura,  and  of  the  promptitude  with  which 
they  wUl  supply  whatever  proriiions  may  be  due  to 
the  essential  rights  uid  equitable  interests  of  the 
pwmte  thns  brought  into  the  bosgm  of  the  American 

Onr  ami^  with  the  Powers  of  Barbery,  ^th  the 
exception  of  a  recent  Dccnrreuca  at  Tunis,  of  which 
an  eiplaniLtlan  is  jost  received,  appears  to  have  bean 
uninterrupted,  and  to  have  become  more  firmly 
estabUshed. 

Whilst  it  Is  nniveisally  adnutted  that  a  well-in- 
structed people  alone  can  be  permanentiy  a  tno  peo- 
ple, and  while  it  is  evident  that  the  means  of  diflh*- 
ing  and  improving  useful  knowledge  form  so  Bmult  a 

^ition  of  the  expenditures  for  national  purposes, 

'  ~  Tesome  it  to  be  unseasonable  to  invito  yonr 

to  the  advantms  of  superadding  to  the 

meant  of  education,  provided  by  tlie  several  States, 
a  aemtuary  of  learning,  instituted  by  the  Katlonal 
Legislature,  within  the  Hmits  of  their  exclusive  joris- 
diction,  the  expense  of  whicb  might  be  dcTrByad  or 
reimbursed  out  of  the  vacant  grounds  wliich  have 
accrued  to  the  nation  within  thoae  hmita. 

Such  an  inttitatioii,  though  local  in  it*  legal  char- 
Bctet,  would  be  universal  in  its  beceScialeffecta  By 
enlightening  the  opinioni,  by  expanding  the  patriot- 


propoiti 
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'ian,  and  ij  ■nhntlaBiig  tta  |itineI^Mi  &•  leati- 
iMiiti^  and  tb*  mauMn,  of  than  »bo  miglit  MOrt 
to  thii  tample  of  idBDo^  to  bo  ndiibibatad,  in  dm 
tbiM,  thrao^  BTC17  put  <£  dui  commQli!^,  Booreea 
of  jaidinu;  and  prwodiM  mold  b«  dlmimuie^  tha 
featnm  of  national  dianetet  would  be  mnlt^jiod, 
and  gieater  eitent  ^Ton  to  ndal  banmnj.  Bnt^ 
laij,  1q  the 


would  contribnte  not  1e«  tc 


mider  Qw  Amarican  flag,  aod  laning  b  Area  tnj 
Ibnuar  relbrence  to  tbat  Hilgac^  it  ^ipoan  dMt 

tcaffie  in  eiulaT«d  Aftieani,  eqnal^  In  noUSm  of 
tiw  lain  cf  bnmanitj,  and  in  itSime*  of  Aoaa  of 
their  own  ccniDtiy.  Tlie  aama  jut  and  tWDST^tnt 
motiTH  wliich  prodnced  ths  intenlletioa  in  finoe 
agunat  tbi*  criminal  condnc^  will  doobtleaa  be  Mt 
Irr  CongieB  in  darinng  fditbo'  maanl  nf  aB^iprfrinji 
the  evil. 

la  tb«  midit  of  nncattalnliea  neoeaniilj  oconeoCad 
with  tbe  gnat  intenMi  of  ths  United  States  prn- 
doDoe  requirea  a  oonliDiuaM  of  tar  daAniiT«  and 
pncaatiouaiy  airangEmeitL  Tbe  Secrwatj  «f  War 
and  Soenlai;  (^  tbe  Narj  will  aobmit  the  itatementi 
•nd  enimatM  which  may  aid  Coi^prea  in  tbdi  en- 
tail^ proridoni  for  th«  land  and  nanl  fccoea.  ^m 
■Utementa  of  the  latter  will  Enolnde  a  view  cf  ttw 
traniibn  of  aMropiiatiotu  in  ths  naval  e^tenditoiea, 
and  ths  gromids  on  which  tiitj  wen  mad^ 

The  oorpa  of  engiueen,  with  the  Uilitaiy  Aeadamy , 
an  enlitleii  to  the  eartj  attentioD  of  CoDgreu.  The 
Iwildingi  aC  tlie  aeat  fixed  bj  law  for  the  proaea* 
academj  an  w  Ear  in  deoaj,  ai  not  to  •Kbrd  the  ne- 
mmodatkm.  Bat  a  nvitiea  rf  tbe  law  ia 
d  principalk  with  a  view  M 
.  . 'atkm  and  diffluioa  of  tbe  advanl 
n^  inititationiv  hj  proridiiut  pnfe 
Ae  nceewaiT  bnin^iM  of  nulitoij  inaUiMioD,  and 
by  tbe  firtahlitfiTrnMii  of  an  additional  aoadaniT  tit  the 
Mat  of  Gorernment  or  ebewhcra.  Tlia  meana  hj 
which  war,  u  well  tor  dafeDc*  ai  fot  office,'  ii 
now  carried  oti,  lender  thew  •choola  of  tha  more 
■cientifio  operaiioni  an  IndiqieDnble  part  cf  everj 
adequate  ijitem.  Even  among  natiooa  whoee  laige 
itni^iig  anniai  and  freqnant  wan  aflbid  erary  other 
tqipartnnitT'  of  initrnclioa,  tbea*  ««abli«binenti  are 
fonnd  to  be  indiqwnaaUa  kt  tha  dM  attaiomant  of 
the  brancbei  of  militaiT  Hienee  wblcb  require  a 
oomse  of  itaij  and  experiment.  In  a  Gor- 
t  bappD;  viUMiit  the  other  (^tportanitiee. 


laned 


Tantanof 
diipa  %rall 


prepamtic 

loiu  t^aid  to  internal  aafe^.    In  no  other  w», 
prabablj,  oan  a  prfrrition  or  equal  efficacy  for  the 
public  Msnce  be  made  at  to  little  eipenn,  or  □ 
Donuiteotlf  with  tbe  pdblio  lilieit^. 
BeMTving  (or  ratan  oocadona,  in 


cmmoili,  luid  inflaiible  exertiraia,  for  the  welfan  of 


oar  cuuiilfj,  and  bj  aanring  jen  <^  Ae  fidtli^  ud 
alacritT  with  which  mj  00-operation  inD  be  ifMai 
JAMES  MADISOH. 
WAMaaincm,  Du^br  5,  ISia 

Yaxot-T,  December  T. 
lonra  AnMBsoir,  from  the  Btite  of  Tenue- 
■ee,  ittended. 

Tnisiu.T,  Deoember  11. 
BiooAiD  Buirr,  frcHii  th*  BUta  of  Vlrpaii, 


WsDRXBDAT,  Deiwmbv  19. 

The  Vioi  Pscannnr  of  tbe  United  Stitei  tft- 
■luned  the  oh«ir. 

Jsaai  FuHxuv,  fitmi  the  State  <i  Kwtk 
Oerdina,  tito  tM>k  hie  sMt  in  the  Saatta. 

TBtnUTAT,  December  18. 


ItovDAT,  Deoembier  IT. 
jAJonLLOxn,  from  the  State  of 
■etta,  took  hie  seat  in  tbe  Benatet 


ToMDAT,  December  18. 

JoHV  OoHDiT,  from  the  State  of  ]ITew  Jtan, 
and  JoBK  SuTH,  ftom  the  State  of  New  ToA, 
MTerally  took  their  seats  is  tbe  Senate. 
Ami;  qfOe  United  Stalit, 

Vj.  Lub  preaented  the  petilitHi  of  the  Pnri- 
dent  and  Dlreclon  of  tbe  Bank  of  the  Uniled 
Btate^  prying'  a  leoeiral  of  &fat  obarter,  f<r 
reasons  therdD  stated;  and  the  petilkinni 
read,  and  referred  toa  select  oommittee,  to  ma- 
(nst  of  five  memb^ta,  to  oondder  and  report 
thereon;  and  that  the  petition  be  printed  At 
the  QRe  of  the  Senate, 

Messrs.  Okawtobti,  Ijtra,  Llots^  Fon,  nd 
AxDiBSoR,  were  ^pointed  tJie  oommittee; 


Ttrritor^  ^  OrUcau. 
Mr.  Oius,  from  the  committee  to  whomww 
referred,  on  the  8th  instant,  ao  mnch  of  the 
Message  of  the  Preudent  of  the  United  Sutoi 
as  relates  to  theoconpationof  that  part  id  Vest 
Florida  which  is  indoded  within  the  baanida- 
ries  described  bj  the  treaty  for  tlw  aoqalgitioB 
of  Looi^ana,  reported  a  bill  declaring  um  Ian 
now  in  force  in  tbe  Teiritorj  of  Orlwna,  to  ox- 
tend  to  and  to  hare  fbll  fene  and  afibot  to  the 
river  Ferdido,  pnimant  to  the  trea^  eondiided 
at  Faria  on  the  80th  daj  of  AfHil,  1808,  and  fbr 
other  pnrposea;  and  the  UU  was  roAd,  and  pav- 
ed to  tlie  seoond  reading. 

WinirasDAT,  Deeetnbor  19.  , 

GnmsTOPHKB  GuHT  Oeaicpux,  from  tbe 
State  of  Bhode  Island,  took  tiia  seat  in  (he 
Senato. 
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Thdudat,  Decwnber  37. 

Jkskim  WHmstDB,  from  the  State  of  Tetmeo- 
aee,  took  his  seat  In  Uie  Sen&te. 

Oeeufotim  of  WM  Florida. 

Tba  Senate  resomed  the  oonsiderstion  of  the 
bin  declaring  the  iawa  now  in  force  in  the  Ter- 
Titory  of  Orledoe,  to  extend  to,  and  to  have  fbll 
force  and  effect,  to  the  river  Perdido,  pntsoant 
to  the  treaty  conolnded  at  Foris  on  the  80th  of 
AprU,  IS03;  and  for  other  parpoeee. 

The  question  wai  on  the  bill's  pasBBKe  to  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Pore.— Mr.  President,  I  regret  that  the 
hrakorahle  chairman  of  the  oominittee  who  r»- 
p(»ied  this  bill  is  not  here  to  fpve  it  that  sop- 
port  whioh  bis  talents,  informatioD,  and  the  im- 
portaiwe  of  the  aol^eot  authorize  ns  to  expect 
His  ftbeence  has  deTolved  on  me,  as  a  member 
of  the  committee,  and  a  repreaentatlve  of  that 
section  of  the  Union  more  immediately  interest- 
ed in  the  Botnect  before  as,  to  explain  to  the 
Senate  some  of  the  gromids  which  induced  them 
to  nuke  this  report.  The  Srst  important  qnee- 
tion  which  the  proclamation  of  the  Preradent 
and  this  bill  presents  for  consideration  is,  wheth- 
er or  not  the  United  States  have  a  good  title  to 
the  territory  in  qaeetioa.  Before  I  examine  the 
treaty  of  cession  from  France  to  the  United 
States,  of  1808,  the  source  of  onr  olwm,  permit 
nw  to  inquire  what  were  the  limits  of  Lonidana 
in  that  qoarter  to  which  this  mbjeot  leads  ns 
heUon  the  treaty  and  ceadon  of  lTE2-'8,between 
YttiaoB,  Spain,  and  Great  Brttaint  On  this 
■oljeot,  hoWBTOT,  I  believe  there  is  no  contra- 
riety of  opinion.  Before  this  period,  Lonisiana 
•xtoided  east  of  the  river  Hisnasippi  to  the 
riTer  .Perdido.  France  and  Spain,  by  the  TTea- 
tf  of'l7lS,  established  this  bonndarr  between 
Ilorida,  now  called  East  Florida,  and  Lonisiai 
The  ancient  limits  of  Loniriona  have  been 
tally  ascert^ned  by  the  docnmente  laid  before 
OotigresB  at  difierent  times,  and  the  nnmerons 
djecnsdifwa  the  aobject  has  nndenone,  that  I 
dionU  (mly  wast«  the  tdme  of  the  Senate  in  at- 
tmnpting  to  throw  any  new  light  ou  it  I  shall 
only  refer  the  Senate  to  one  additional  evidence 
that  this  riverwaa  the  andent  eastern  boondary 
(f  this  provinoe.  Mr.  SindUet,  in  his  oontinna- 
tkn  of  "  Hnme's  Satory  of  England,"  states  the 
mwer  of  the  British  OoremniMit  to  the  prop- 
laitions  made  by  France  for  peace  early  in  the 
year  1761,  from  which  it  apDean  that  France 
then  claimed  the  river  Perdiao  as  their  eastern 
limit,  nor  does  this  &ct  appear  to  have  been 
conterted  by  the  Britdsh  Minister.  It  appears 
that  previons  to  the  war  whioh  terminated  in 
1768,  Lotusiana  comprehended  nearly  the  whole 
eooBtry  watered  by  the  Hiaslsaippi  and  its 
brandies.  I  find  it  stated  In  a  pamphlet  pnb- 
lidted  in  N|ew  Tork,  that  France,  by  a  secret 
esMon,  cmUemporaneons  with  the  treatf  called 
the  Fao^  Compact  of  1761,  transferred  this 
eoantry  to  Sp^n,  to  indaoe  her  to  become  her 
a%  in  the  war  against  Great  Britain ;  and  al- 
thoQgfa  I  can  find  ao  evidence  to  snpport  this 


statement,  yet  the  events  of  that  war,  previons 
to  that  period,  renders  it  at  least  probable.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  the  arms  of  Great 
Britun  had  triumphed  over  those  of  France, 
both  by  sea  and  land.  France  had  lost  Canada, 
and  a  great  nomber  of  ships  of  war.  Spain 
was  not  then  a  party  in  the  war,  and,  to  indaoe 
her.  to  become  so,  it  seems  probable  that 
France,  nnder  the  preesnre  of  adverBe  fortune^ 
ceded  to  her  this  province.  But,  as  this  state- 
ment does  not  correspond  with  the  docmnents 
on  onr  tables,  nor  the  views  of  others  who  have 
examined  this  anldect,  we  are  compelled  to  take 
it  fbr  granted,  that  the  cesrion  of  West  Loois- 
iana,  with  the  Island  of  New  Orleans,  to  Spain, 
and  of  East  Louisiana,  ma<x  ealled  Wttit  Florida, 
to  <^«at  Britdn,  were  made  at  the  same  tame^ 
in  theyear  1TS3.  It  is,  however,  well  known 
that  Franoe  mode  the  cession  to  Great  Brit- 
ain at  the  instance,  and  for  the  benefit  of  Spain, 
to  enable  beis  with  the  cession  of  Florida,  now 
ealled  East  Florida,  to  obtain  a  reetitntion  of 
Cuba.  The  whole  of  Lonisiana,  not  conquered 
by  Great  Britain,  ma^  with  propriety,  be  said 
to  have  been  given  np,  or  ceded  to  Spain.  Let 
OS  now  examine  that  part  of  the  treaty  of  ces- 
sion between  the  United  States  and  Fnaoa  of 
180S,  which  relates  to  this  qneetion.  By  that 
treaty  we  acqnlred  Louisiana  as  fblly,  and  in  the 
same  manner,  as  it  had  been  soqnired  by  France 
trom  Bptun,  in  virtoe  of  the  Treaty  ot  St  Bde- 
(bnso  of  &e  let  of  October,  1800.  By  tiiis 
treaty,  Spain  retroceded  Loniriana  to  nanoe^ 
"  wiui  the  same  extent  it  then  had  in  the  hands 
of  Spain,  and  that  it  had  when  France  possessed 
it,  and  such  as  it  should  be  after  the  treaties 
anbseqnently  entered  into  between  Spain  and 
other  States."  That  this  extract  fiwn  that 
treaty  is  correct,  cannot  he  donhted,  as  it  has 
never  been  denied  by  Spun.  The  word  "re- 
trocede"  in  this  treaty  haa,  I  believe,  oocadon- 
donbt  with  r^^ard  to  the  meaning  of 
this  oeerion  that  any  expression  oont^ned  in  it, 
hnt  cannot,  when  the  sntjeot  b  properly  exam- 
'  led,  have  the  efibot  cmtended  for.  It  is  sidd 
lat  as  France  ceded  to  Spain,  in  1703,  Lonis- 
Liia  west  ot  the  Ifisdasipjd,  indading  the  idand 
(^  New  Orleans,  the  word  "retrooede"  most 
limit  the  oeeeion  to  what  had  been  previously 
ceded  by  France  to  ^aln ;  hnt  if  it  he  tme 
"  '  Lonisianaeaat.and  west  of  the  Misaissirai 
ceded  to  Spain'  in  the  year  1761,  altliongh 
East  Loniuana  was  afterwaras  ceded  by  Frances 
with  the  consent  of  Spain,  to  Great  Britain,  the 
word  "retrocede"  migbt^  with  proprie^,  be 
□sed  with  reference  to  toe  original  grant  to 
Spun  in  1II61,  or  if,  what  will  not  he  denied, 
the  cession  of  East  Louisiana  to  Great  Britain 
by  France,  was  at  the  instance,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  Spahk,  Spain,  in  180a  aAer  she  had 

1  aired  East  Lonbiana,  alias  West  Florida,  so 
ed  by  Great  Britain  after  1TS8,  could  well 
say  to  France,  I  re-grant  to  you  what  yon  ceded 
to  me,  and  on  my  aoconnt,  or  at  least,  so  much 
as  I  can  re-grant  consistently  with  the  treaties 
I  have  dnce  made ;  and  this  seems  to  be  the 
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plain  tnd  evident  meaniag  of  the  itutrament. 
If  the  parties  had  meant  to  oonfine  the  retro- 
oeerion  to  the  limits  of  Hie  oemon,  made  bj 
Fraoce  to  Bpain,  of  Lonigiana  west  of  the  Ifis- 
aisdppf,  inolnding  the  island  o!  New  Orleans, 
thej  Tonld  have  used  the  some  deoeption. 
lliej  would  eertainlv  have  atopped  after  saTing 
tiie  extent  it  then  ioA  in  the  hands  of  Spain. 
Bat  to  prevent  mistake  or  misconatmotion,  tbej 
add,  "Uist  it  had  when  France  poanoesod  it," 
and,  what  is  BtHl  more  oonduuve  of  the  mean- 
ing of  tlie  parties,  the;^  go  on  to  sa;,  "  and  such 
as  it  dionld  be  after  Vaa  treatiee  sobeecinenU/ 
entered  Into  between  Spain  and  other  Btat«s." 
As  Spun  had  never  entered  into  anj  treaty 
with  regtfd  to  the  weetem  boundary  of  Louis- 
iana, and  as  the  only  treatiee  to  whiob  the  par- 
ties MQld  have  alluded  was  that  of  1T68  with 
Great  Briton,  and  of  179S  with  the  United 
States,  both  relative  to  limits  on  ^e  east 
aide  of  the  Missisappi,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that 
the  contracting  parties  meant  U>  comprehend 
whatever  of  Loniaana,  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Ulssissippi,  Spun  had  a  title  to.  If  the  con- 
■traction  I  oontend  for  is  not  admitted,  then 
the  latter  parts  of  the  deecriptirai  will  have  no 
effeot,  contrarj  to  a  settled  principle  of  law  and 
common  sense,  that  every  part  of  an  inatmment 
shall  have  effect,  if  it  can  by  any  reasonable 
eonstraction.  To  strengthen  the  constracUon 
fijr  whicli  I  insist,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  oon- 
Btder  the  views  of  the  iSench  Government  at 
the  time  this  treaty  of  St.  lidefonso  was  made. 
They  no  doubt  aoqnired  this  province  with  an 
intention  of  holding  it,  and  it  was  an  ol^ect  of 
national  pride  to  regain  as  mnch  as  practicable 
of  the  colonies  which  had  been  lost  under  the 
old  Government.  Besides,  they  conld  not  be 
Igmnant  of  the  importance  of  East  Lonisiana, 
now  West  Florida,  to  the  security  of  New  Or- 
leans; and,  as  the  practicability  of  obtuning  it 
at  that  time  from  Spain  cannot  be  doubted,  the 

eresamption  is  irresistible  that  the  cession  was 
■tended  to  embrace  it.  I  had  intended  to  have 
ascertained  at  the  Department  of  State  the 
groond  of  objection  with  Spain  to  the  surrender 
of  that  ooontry  to  the  United  States,  bat  have 
not  made  the  inquiry.  I  do  not,  however, 
think  it  diffionlt  to  oooonnt  for  the  condnct  of 
Spun.  Uy  eodectore  is,  that  France,  sft«r  she 
had  sold  Looisiwia  to  the  United  Stales,  and 
received  the  price  stipulated,  secretly  advised 
^idn  not  to  surrender  it,  having  at  that  time 
formed  the  project  which  she  is  now  attempt- 
ing to  execute,  of  acquiring  the  whole  Spanish 
Empire.  Her  interest  was,  therefore,  identified 
with  that  of  Spun,  and  she  was,  no  doubt,  will- 
ing  to  nnite  with  Bpdn  in  giving  the  most  lim- 
ited construction  to  the  cession  to  the  United 
States.  I  And  that  Congress,  by  an  act  passed 
on  the  24th  of  February,  1804,  have  solemnly 
•aeerted  onr  right  to  this  territory,  and  anthor- 
ized  the  President  to  take  possemiou  of  it  and 
to  establish  a  port  of  entry,  dtc,  on  the  Mobile, 
wbeitever  he  shoald  deem  it  expedient.  The 
time  when,  and  oiroamitanoea  nnder  whidi, 


this  step  shonld  be  taken,  were  sahmitted  to 
the  discretion  of  tLe  Execntive.  I  may  be  pw^ 
mitted  to  ssk  why,  if  we  had  no  title  to  this 
territory,  the  President  wsa  orsed  to  fake  pos- 
session by  tatot,  and  censured  for  not  doing  it  t 
If  my  recollection  is  accnrate,  all  parties  screed 
we  otight  to  have  the  coontry — they  ocly  dif- 
fered as  to  the  mode  of  acquiring  it.  The  Pree- 
ident,  inflnenced  by  that  pMicv  which  has  hitii- 
erto  goided  the  preaent  Administration,  <d' 
avoiding  making  uiis  nation  a  party  in  th« 
present  Eoropean  war,  in  the  exercise  of  th« 
discretionary  power  vested  io  him  by  that  ao^ 
did  not  think  propw  to  wdze  npon  it  by  foroe, 
but  to  wait  for  the  oocnrrenee  of  events  to  throw 
it  into  onr  hands  without  a  stniggleh 

The  eipedienoy  of  taking  possession  of  this 
territory  cannot,  it  appeals  to  me,  admit  of  a 
doubt.  If  the  Preeiaent  had  refused  or  hesi- 
tated to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  West 
Florida  by  extending  to  them  the  protection  of 
the  American  Oovemment,  and  they  bad  soi^t 
security  in  the  arms  of  a  foreign  power,  i^at 
shonld  we  have  heard?  He  would  have  'been 
charged  with  imbecility,  and  fear  of  incurrins' 
responsibility.  He  would  have  been  denounced 
as  unworthy  oi  the  station  his  country  had  as- 
signed him.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  the 
Orleans  country  is  our  most  valuable  port— re- 
from  our  physical  force—a  climate  more 
fatal  to  onr  people  than  the  sword  of  a  victori- 
ous enemy — ana  that  an  enemy  in  possession 
of  West  ^orida  can  with  great  fkrili^  cut  <M 
New  Orleans  from  the  upper  country.  If  th« 
fortunate  moment  had  not  been  seized,  this 

Sirovince  would  have  fiiUen  into  the  bands  of  a 
areign  power,  or,  if  time  had  been  giren  for 
intrigue  to  mature  itself  another  Burr  plot 
would  probably  have  risen  from  the  ashes  of 
the  first,  more  formidable  to  the  integrity  of 
this  empire.  Burr,  like  Archimedes,  &ncied 
that  if  be  had  a  place  to  stand  upon — a  place 


ernoient.  He  has,  it  is  true,  fled  jVom  the 
frowns  of  an  indignant  count^;  but  he  was 
not  alone.  Let  an  opportunity  be  aSbrded,  and 
a  thousand  Burrs  would  throw  off  the  mask 
and  point  their  arms  against  the  Federal  Union. 
"  subject  of  such  interest,  it  would  have 
riminol  in  tbose  appointed  to  watch  over 
the  national  safety  to  have  beeitated.  I  was 
surprised  to  hear  this  procedure  pronounced  a 
robbery,  and  making  or  war.  Why  shonld  our 
sympathies  be  awi^ened  in  &vor  of  Spain  f 
What  clwm  has  the  Spanish  Government  npim 
moderation  and  forbearance  I  What  baa 
been  her  conduct!  From  the  moment  we  be- 
came an  independent  nation  she  has  been  in- 
triguing to  separate  the  Western  country  from 
the  Atlantto  States.  She  has  made,  at  dm'erent 
periods,  and  ss  late  as  the  year  1W7,  in  viola- 
tion of  her  treaty  of  1795  with  this  country,  di- 
rect propositions  to  Uie  Western  people  to  se- 
cede from  the  Union,  and  to  accomplish  her 
otject,  at  least  attempted  Uie  use  of  means- ftie 
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his  hitb 


mcMt  oompt  What  has  been  her  ooDduot 
iince  we  aoqaired  Loniaiuia  f  If  I  am  oomeOj 
iafanDed,  our  d«Mrt«i8  ftnd  elsTes  who  hare 
taken  ivftige  in  Florida,  in  manj  inataneea  have 
not  been  nuTendered,  and  enormoai  dntiea  have 
been  irapoaed  on  oor  veeeeb  navigating  the  Mo- 
bile. Under  all  them  prOTOoatioiu,  BiSlcient  to 
hare  drawn  npon  theni  &om  almoot  any  other 
nation  an  open  declaration  of  war,  oar  GoTem- 
L  infinenced  hj  tiott  padfio  poUcj  which 
nittMTto  regnlated  ita  eonrse  toww^  foi> 
«gn  nationa,  exOTdaed  patience  and  forbearanoe. 
And  liiKM  the  late  renuation  in  Spain,  I  believe 
it  will  not  be  pretokded  that  this  Gorenunent 
hu  maoifertM  an;  dispontion  to  throw  onr 
weight  into  the  scale  of  France  againat  the 
^Mniih  par^.  Otir  Government  haa  taken  no 
eiep  in  relation  to  West  Florida,  nntil  oompdled 
by  a  regard  to  onr  own  ufety.  The  Exeantive 
In  the  proceeding  nnder  oonrideradon  has  need 
lannaga  the  most  conciliatory,  and  on  t^  &ce 
(/  oie  pnMlamatiwi  given  a  pledge  thftt  tttis 
Goremment  will  at  any  time  enter  into  amica- 
ble negotiations  on  the  antijeat  of  onr  claim  to 
this  territory,  if  it  shall  be  dlapnted. 

Thw«  are  other  at  least  plaosible  gronnda 
n^on  whidi  this  bill  as  an  orifdnal  propoHltion 
might  be  supported  entirely  independent  of  the 
eeaion.  SpainiaindebtedlonBalargeamoimt 
for  spoliations  committed  on  onr  commerce; 
and  as  there  ie  no  Govermnent  at  preeent  to- 
wards which  the  ordinary  proceedhig  can  be 
pDrBued  to  obtain  payment,  conld  we  not,  on 
tbe  principle  of  the  attachment  law,  aa  an  act 
d  Mif-JDsiice,  seize  on  thia  territory  to  seonre 
Htia&ctioot 

Aa  thia  measure  baa  been  emphatlcallj  called 
an  act  of  robbory  and  war,  it  may  not  be  amlaa 
to  oonaider  the  political  state  of  the  Spanish 
eriooiCB  In  relation  to  the  Sponidh  Government 


be  said,  perhapa,  that  the  late  alienation  of  the 
Spanish  Crown  and  the  revolntion  in  Bptun 
have  dissolved  the  tie  which  conueota  them  with 
the  mother  eoontry.  On  this  point  I  will  not 
detain  the  Senate.  If  the  French  arms  shall 
be  suoceMful  in  Spain,  of  whioh  I  believe  few 
entertain  mnch  donb^  and  the  Jontt  sh^  be 
driven  from  Old  Spain  to  any  of  the  ooloniea, 
thnr  political  character  mnst  cease,  and  they 
ean  no  longer  claim  the  eieroise  of  any  Jaiis- 
dictioD  (M"  sovereignty  over  the  colonies.  The 
eolmuee  are  not  bound  together  by  any  political 
bond  nuconnected  with  the  motiier  oonntry ; 
Utey  are  sabjet^  to  the  mother  oonntry,  bnt 
the  moment  ahe  u  conqnered,  they  are  at  lib- 
erty to  {vovide  for  themselvee,  unless,  indeed, 
the  Emiwror  of  France  or  King  Joseph  can 
daim  them.  France,  in  an  official  eipogfi, 
and  King  Joseph,  by  proclamatioo,  have  de- 
clared their  willingnesa  that  the  colonies  should 
beeonie  independent,  provided  they  did  not  con- 
sect  themselves  with  Great  Britain.  If  France, 
thrsrefiire,  shall,  which  is  probable,  conquer  the 
atatbet  oountrj,  we  ire  fiuly  antliorized  by  hei 


public  declaration  to  the  world  to  acquire,  with 
the  consent  of  the  inhabitants,  not  only  West 
bnt  East  Hdrida,  Cnba,  or  any  other  province 
which  we  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  connect 
with  the  United  States.  This  bill  mi^  be  Justi- 
fied, independent  of  title,  by  the  law  of  self- 
preservation.  Hsve  we  any  assaraooe  that  the 
Spanish  Government  will  niMntain  their  neu- 
trality in  this  territory  if  we  should  be  involved 
in  a  war  with  either  Fnuice  or  Great  Britain! 
Can  they,  or  will  they,  prevent  the  march  of 
an  enrany's  forcee  through  that  territory  into 
the  United  States t  No,  sir;  we  have  every 
reason  to  expect  the  oontraiy.  Conmdering 
how  vulnerable  we  are  from  this  territory,  its 
present  state,  and  the  aspect  of  our  foreign 
aflUra,  it  appears  to  me  we  are  authorized  to 
take  pooeesaion  of  it  as  a  measure  of  national 
security.  It  may  be  objected  that  taking  the 
property  of  others  by  force  tends  to  relax  the 
morals  of  the  people,  by  destroying  that  crite- 
rion of  right  and  wrong,  the  observance  of 
which  is  so  necessary  to  the  purity  of  onr  Re- 
public ;  and  I  am  ready  to  admit  that  we  onght 
to  proceed  npon  thia  principle  of  nedessity  and 
expediency  with  great  ooation,  and  never  to  act 
upon  it  bat  in  extreme  and  evident  cases.  Had 
we  a  colony  on  the  coast  of  England  or  fVuKC^ 
similariy  situated,  we  know  they  would  not 
hesitate.  When  we  reflect  that  our  property  is 
seized  by  almost  every  nation ;  that  the  laws 
and  usages  of  nations  are  disregarded  by  nearly 
bU  Europe;  that  their  conduct  has  been  lately 
marked  with  a  decree  of  perfidy  and  rapacity 
unexampled  in  the  history  of  the  cirUized 
world ;  that  they  have  in  fact  become  States  of 
Barbary;  it  ^ipears  to  me  that  we  ought  not, 
as  regards  them,  to  be  over  nice  or  squeamish 
npon  qnestions  of  this  sort.  Shall  we  sit  here 
with  onr  arms  folded  until  the  enemy  is  at  qui 
gates  t  If  we  waste  our  time  in  discosaion  and 
re&ning  abstract  questions  of  right  and  wron^ 
we  shdl  lose  onr  independence,  and  we  abaU 
deserve  to  lose  it,  I  had  hoped  this  bUI  would 
passed  without  much  debate ;  I  know  the 


drawn  upon  Congress  the  reproaches  of  the 
ladies ;  tney  b^in  to  say — less  talk  and  more 


FsiDAT,  December  38. 
Oeeupation  of  Wett  Florida. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
UIl  respecting  the  territory  west  of  the  P«'dido, 

Kr.  EoKsXT  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows; 

Mr.  President :  The  bill  onder  consideration 
contuns  two  important  provisions.  The  first 
in  effect  incorporates  with  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans the  province  of  West  Florida  east  of  the 
Missisupp^  as  far  as  the  river  Perdido ;  the 
second  extends  to  that  part  of  the  province  thus 
incorporated  the  laws  now  in  force  witliin  the 
said  Territory. 

These  provisiooi  naturally  involve  two  qnea- 
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tions :  fint,  whether  the  Unit«d  Statw  hare  ■ 

r>d  title  to  that  part  of  the  proriooe  dworibed 
the  bill ;  aod  seoondl^,  whether  it  would  b« 
expedient  for  the  Govenunent  of  the  United 
Statu  to  take  poeeeodoa  of  it  bj  foroe. 

Before  I  proceed  to  oonsider  these  qnestioua, 
I  beg  leave,  Mr.  Preddent,  to  advert  to  what 
maj  be  oonsidered  s  preliminary  qneadon.  I 
refer  to  the  anthoritj  of  the  Preflideot  of  tlte 
United  States  to  isme  his  proclamation  and  the 
aoeampanjing  orders  of  the  37th  of  Aognrt 
last,  directins  the  forcible  oooopatioD  of  that 
territory.  I  deem  it  material  to  oonaider  tliia 
point,  becanse,  if  the  proclamation  w«r«  nn- 
anthorixed,  then  OongreM  are  not  ommnitted 
by  It,  nor  are  they  Doond  to  give  it  th^ 
Banctdon. 

If  the  Prerident  bad  any  anthoritf  to  iasne 
this  profllamation,  that  authority  mnst  hare 
been  derived  either  imder  the  Constitntion  of 
the  United  States  or  under  some  aot  or  acts  of 
0<HigTees.  The  President  has  no  power  which 
doee  not  proceed  from  one  or  the  other  of  these 
Bonroea.  The  constitu'Uon  has  given  t«  Oon- 
sress  the  exclouve  power  of  making  laws  and 
declaring  war — to  the  President  the  power  of 
azecntiug  the  laws  of  the  Union.  The  powMs 
of  the  one  arelegidative,  of  the  other  eieontive. 
The  question  then  would  be,  whether  the  Preri- 
dent  in  issQing  this  proclamation  has  not  tran- 
scended the  lunitB  of  his  powers. 

Sir,  what  is  the  nature  and  import  of  this 
proolaniationl  In  my  humble  conception  both 
legislation  and  war.  War— becaose  It  direota 
the  ooonpation  of  this  territory  by  a  militaiy 
force.  The  regular  troops  of  the  United  States 
are  ordered  to  march,  and  if  they  shonld  not  be 
fbond  adequate  to  the  ol)}ect,  the  Governors  of 
the  Orieans  and  Misdss^pi  Territories  are  di- 
rected to  oall  ont  the  mltitia  of  their  reapeotive 
territories,  to  co-operate  with  the  regnlar  (iiM-oee. 
Bnt  we  shall  be  told,  rir,  that  the  Preddent,  in 
iasoitig  this  ^roclamatiMi,  has  taken  the  pre- 
oantion  to  direct  that  in  case  any  portionlar 
place,  however  amall,  shonld  remain  in  posaes- 
slon  of  a  Spanish  force,  the  commanding  officer  is 
not  to  proceed  to  employ  force  against  it,  but 
to  make  immediate  report  thereof  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State.  Snppose  while  yonr  oommand- 
ing  (^cer  ia  making  this  report,  the  Spanish 
force  sallies  out  and  makes  an  attsiok  npon  yoor 
army,  or  snppose  a  Spanish  army,  with  Gov. 
emor  Folch  at  their  head,  should  march  ftom 
East  Florida  with  the  view  of  repelling  the  in- 
vasion of  this  territory;  what  are  Governor 
Cldbome  and  his  army  to  dot  Gronnd  their 
arms  and  smrender  tiiemselves  prisoners  of 
war;  or  are  they,  sir,  to  drop  their  maskets 
and  take  to  tiieirheelat  These  are  the  only 
alternatives  presented — they  most  either  sar- 
reader,  mn,  or  fight.  And  who  will  donbt 
which  of  these  alternatives  the  gallantry  of  an 
American  army  would  impel  them  to  choose! 
Sir,  a  conflict  wonld  be  inevitable. 

But  while  the  President  has  been  so  ofTeot- 
edly  oaations  with  respect  to  Spanidi  force,  he 


haa  overlooked  altogether 
reriatanoe  on  the  part  of  the  revdatiomita 
Thsae  patriots  it  would  seam  had  esUed  a  ten- 
ventlon.  and  issaed  a  declaration  ot  iodgaat- 
vaaa,  and  now  it  appears  have  formea  sod 
estatilished  a  regnlar  Oovemmcoit,  which  is  or- 
ganiied  and  in  operati<Ki.  If  theae  proceediDgl 
are  not  all  a  sham,  the  tenitory  In  ouestioD  is 
now  la  the  poeseseioB  of  a  people  oWdng  to 
besovereignandindep«id«it;  andiaitssj^Mss- 
able  that  thia  peaqile  eon  bdtave  to  dastaidly 
as  to  aabndt,  irithont  a  sbu^e^  to  the  inear- 
rion  <^  c  hoeole  army,  wboae  avowed  ol^  is 
the  oonqnest  of  the  oountry  and  the  tfAraAM 
of  UaooBstitntlcosndind^kendeaoel  ^tdhm 
permit  me  to  remark,  that  the  st^e  and  t«ur 
of  the  lettar  from  the  Secretary  of  Stata  of  tta 
Ifith  of  November,  1810,  to  Govemn- EtduM^ 
in  answer  to  the  letter  ra  the  Freaideiit  of  tba 
convention  praying  the  recognition  and  prs- 
teotion  of  the  United  Statea,  are  not  odmintdj 
calculated  to  give  a  wdcoma  reception  to  ths 
American  Army,  If  then  anatance  should  bs 
offered  oa  the  part  of  the  o<Mistitiitiooa]iit^ 
what  ia  yoor  army  to  do  ?  The  orders  oontHO 
no  proviso  in  thia  particolar,  reqoiring  that  the 
fact  shonld  be  retorted  to  the  Departmeot  of 
State;  bat  their  clear  intent  ia,  that  tan» 
shonld  be  employed.  Under  such  dratun- 
stances  la  it  not  to  be  expected  that  this  measim 
of  the  Eieontive  will  result  in  wart  Is  it  not 
to  be  espeoted,  that  rttber  the  Spaniards  or  tin 
OonventioiuUsts  will  attempt  to  repel  this 
palpable  InMngement  npon  their  rights  snd 
territory! 

But,  air,  this  prodamatioa  ia  not  mly  war, 
bnt  it  Is  an  aot  of  legidation  too.  It  amieies 
the  territory  in  question  to  the  Orleans  Tenito- 
ry; it  creates  a  Qovemor;  it  enacts  laws,  and 
wpropriatoa  mmey-  It  gives  the  Qoramx  d 
the  Orleans  Territory  alE  the  anthtwitjee  and 
ftanotions  over  this  particalar  t^ritory  which  bs 
poBsessee.bj  virtue  of  hie  office  as  governor,  and 
makes  an  ^tproptiation  of  a  sum  of  mon^,  not 
exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollara.  This  pro- 
clamation ia  anb^antiaUy  the  Inll  nnd«-  disoas- 
sion,  except  that  it  goes  mncb  fnrthw.  Tbt 
first  section  of  the  bill  only  contains  an  aniieia- 
tion  of  the  territory  in  qnestion  to  the  OHbbm 
Territory — this  the  proclamation  has  already 
done.  The  second  section  only  axtencis  the 
laws  of  that  territory  to  the  particular  territory 
in  question — and  this  too  the  prodamatioa  bu 
already  done.  The  only  material  diffteente  in 
fact  existing  between  the  proclamaticHi  and  thii 
bill  is,  that  the  proclamation  oontaina  the  tet- 
ther  and  imptHiant  provisicn  for  ruHOg  tbs 
troope  and  the  money  necessary  for  eonring  it 
into  execntion.  And  here,  sir,  I  will  take  Ih* 
libert?  to  remark  that  I  do  not  consider  tins 
bill  the  only  one  intended  on  tills  mttjeot  lliii 
is  a  mere  entering  wedge — when  this  is  psseed, 
GtMigresa  are  permitted  to  pass  another,  prorid- 
^g  Uie  necessary  military  and  peonniary  neini 
to  carry  this  act  into  execntion ;  and,  indeed, 
I  should  not  be  surprised,  if;  befon  the  ekiss  m 
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tlM  MBraoD,  a  bill  were  introdnoed  to  take  pos- 
tuAm  of  Ewt  u  well  ai  West  Florida. 

If  the  Prtdd^it  had  no  power  under  the  con- 
(tibitiau  to  imie  tliis  pnulatnAtion,  I  think  It 
cqiully  clear  he  bad  none  under  aoj  existing 
Uw«  of  Congress.  The  act  of  the  81st  of  Octo- 
ber, 1803,  anthorudngthePreddent  of  the  Unit- 
ed Sut«e  to  take  pasBeesioD  of  and  occupy  tlie 
tefritoiT'  oeded  bj^  France  to  the  United  SCates, 
b;  tike  treat;  oondoded  at  FbHs  od  the  80th  of 
April,  1803,  I  apprehend,  expired  on  tlie  let 
dqr  of  Octolier,  1601;  to  vhioh  period  it  was 
limited  bj  the  Bret  section  of  the  act  for  erect- 
ing Lrahuna  into  two  Territories,  and  provid- 
ing for  the  tenqwrnij  goTemmeiit  thereof^  pase- 
•d  the  30th  dajr  of  March,  1804. 

Thia  ieotioti  enscta,  th»t  "  the  act  paned  the 
lift  day  of  October,  entitled  '  An  act  to  enable 
thePretddoDt  of  the  United  Statea  to  take  pos- 
geadon  of  the  territories  coded  br  France  to  the 
Dnhed  States,  bj  the  treatj  concluded  at  Paris, 
OB  the  SOth  daj  of  April,  180S ;  and  for  the 
teniporai7  government  thereof^'  shaU  continne 
iafivee  until  the  1st  day  of  October,  180^  anj 
thing  tiierein  to  the  contrary  uotwitJiatAnding ; 
(B  which  said  Isl  day  of  October,  this  act  shall 
eoomenoe,  and  have  fall  force,  and  shall  cun- 
tinM  in  force  for  and  daring  the  term  of  one 
year,  and  to  the  end  of  the  next  sesMon  of  Con- 
mm,  which  may  happen  thereafter."  Let  it 
DareooU«oted  that  at  the  tdme  this  last-men- 
tioned act  poBBed,  the  frceidoDt  had  fnlfillod  bis 
powera,  oiider  the  net  of  the  *Slst  of  October, 
180S,  so  fiu-  as  it  respected  tlie  taking  poaaesaion 
(f  Lonisiuia.  Poasession  had  been  actually  and 
finially  delivered,  and  the  stock  created  and 
tnariened  to  the  French  Goveniment,  aooord- 
ing  to  the  stipalatiooB  of  the  treatj.  Beiddes, 
the  vei7  nature  and  design  of  the  act  of  the  26th 
Kerch,  independent  of  the  express  limitation, 
■nerseded  the  act  of  the  Slat  of  October. 

Bat  it  is  said,  there  ore  acta  of  Clongress 
whidi,  tbongh  cixitem[ilating  a  present  posses- 
son  in  a  foreign  anthority,  also  contemplate  an 
nldiiiate  posseerion  by  the  United  Sbatea,  nnder 
whidi  th«  proclamation  may  be  Jnatified,  even 
thoo^  tbaact  of  the  81st  of  October  should 
have  expired.  The  acta  here  referred  to,  I  qb- 
dmUnd  to  be  the  sot  of  the  S4th  t^  Febraary, 
180^  for  laying  and  ooUeoting  duties  wilbin  the 
tsRitories  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States, 
the  act  abore  mentioned  of  the  S6th  of  March, 
erectiug  Loni^anaioto  two  Territories,  and  the 
■at  of  the  Sd  of  literch,  1806,  aathorizing  the 
eatablistunent  of  a  Government  in  the  Territory 
of  Orieana,  Nmilar  to  the  Oovemment  of  the 
Uasanppi  Territory.  The  President  himself 
admiti,  in  hia  message  at  the  opwing  of  the 
SMwco,  that  those  lawa  contemplate  a  prettnt 
fmmun  m  a  foreign  Power;  bnt  he  fiirther 
M?a,  they  contemplate  an  eventoal  posseesion 
\f]  the  United  States.  But,  nr,  let  me  aak  what 
ntt  ofpoaaeasionl  A  pogscsuon  5y/ofv«  f  Ilo, 
■^  not  a  single  provision  can  be  Miown  to  J  us- 
tify  nch  a  oanatrQCtifHi.  But  a  possession  to 
be  obtained  by  afrimdly  negotiaiUm,  I  am 
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warranted  in  this  constniotion,  not  merely  bj 
the  letter  of  those  laws,  by  the  lapse  of  time 
since  their  enactment,  bj'  the  express  ofHoi^ 
declaration  of  Jfr.  Madison  himsoL^  while  Sec- 
retary of  State.  It  is  a  notorions  &ct,  that  when 
the  act  of  the  24tb  of  February  passed,  the 
Marquis  D'Yn^o,  then  the  Minister  of  his  Cath- 
olic M^esty  in  the  Umt^d  States,  in  a  solemn 
form  protested  against  that  law ;  and  that  Mr. 
Madisiin,  by  a  letter  dated  on  tlie  IBthttf  March, 
assured  the  Marqnis  that  the  provisions  relating 
to  Looieiana  "  iroold  not  be  extended  beyond 
the  aclmimled^td  limiU  of  the  United  States, 
nntil  it  shall  be  rendered  expedient  hjfrieitdly 
elucidation  and  a4^l>nm(t  with  His  GathoUo 
Majeety." 

Upon  the  whole,  sir,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
discover  the  shadowof  anthority,  on  the  ground 
of  which  the  President  issued  tlus  proclamation. 
He  has  recited  none,  amidat  all  his  recitals,  and 
none  appears  to  me  bnt  hie  own  mere  will  and 
pleas  ore. 

The  act  I  therefore  cannot  view  in  any  otiier 
light  than  an  unwarrantable  assumption  of 
power  and  a  violation  of  the  oonstitntion. 

Considering  then,  dr,  this  act  of  the  Execu- 
tive as  illegal  and  t^antliorized,  we  are  fully  at 
liberty  to  enter  into  the  disoustiou  of  the  great 

Juestions  of  title  and  expediency ;  a  task  which 
will  proceed  to  discharge  to  the  beat  of  my 
ability. 

The  flr«t  I  prcfrose  to  examine  is,  the  title  of 
the  United  States  to  the  territory  in  question. 
With  respect  to  this,  I  perceive,  it  nnfortonately 
happens  that  honorable  gentiemen  whosupport 
the  bill  do  not  precusely  accord  in  sentiment. 
The  gentieman  from  Vermont  (Mr,  Bbadlet) 
has  frankly  conceded  that  the  United  States  ac- 
quired no  title  under  the  Treaty  of  SL  Ildefon- 
so.  Another  gentieman  (Mr.  Shith  of  Mary- 
land) bas  declared  that  the  United  States  did 
derive  a  title  under  that  treat;,  and  disclaims 
the  title  set  up  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Vermont;  I  shall  not  undertake  to  decide 
which  of  the  two  gentiemen  is  risbt,  if  either 
be,  hut  shall  contend,  and  humbly  expect  to 
prove,  that  both  are  wrong. 

What  ia  the  nature  of  the  title  set  up  by  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont!  Not  nnder  the 
treaty,  lie  has  candidly  owned,  but  he  eupposea 
a  tiUe  to  exist  on  the  gronnd  of  oertnn  quaint 
principles  of  the  common  law,  relative  to  the 
doctrines  of  estoppel  and  occupancy.  I  am  ex- 
tremely happy,  nr,  to  find  that  honorable  gea- 
tieman  {ntr<>dnaing  the  common  law  aa  antbori" 
ty  upon  this  floor,  especially  on  so  great  an  oo- 
oauoo.  His  doctnnea  certainly  evince  both  re- 
search and  ingenuity,  and  show  that  be,  like 
many  witb  whom  he  acta,  has  not  Bb9olnt«ly 
lost  his  veneration  for  the  black  letter.  TVhat 
are  his  doctrines  I  Why  in  the  first  place,  he 
says,  admitting  that  Spain  did  not  cede  Florida 
to  France  by  the  Treaty  of  8t  BdefoDSO,  and 
admitUng  that  France  had  no  title  to  Florida 
on  the  80th  of  April,  1808,  when  she  ceded 
Louisiana  to  the  Uuiled  States,  jet,  as  France 
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has  nsoe  aoqaired  t,  title  to  the  orown  <^  Spain 
and  her  oolonies,  and  m  tlie7reiiohPlenIp<Mien- 
ti«7,  wheo  the  tre&tj  of  80th  of  April,  1B08, 
TU  ezMuted,  ^d  atote  and  indnoe  the  Ameri- 
(Htn  Miaisten  to  nndentand  nnd  believe  that 
Honda  was  oomprebendad  in  the  ceaaion,  why 
the  title,  thongh  France  bad  it  not  vheo  the 
treaty  was  «l^ed,  yet  hnring  it  Bnbseqnently, 
immediately  attached  in  the  LTnited  Btatee,  and 
France  is  eatopped  from  saving  any  thing  to  the 
omtrarv.  This  ai^oment,  air,  bega  evei7  thing: 
lat.  Tnat  the  declarations  on  the  part  of  the 
French  tCniater  -were  mode ;  Sdly  that  being 
made  tbey  would  operate  to  pass  the  title  con- 
trary to  tiie  express  letter  of  the  treaty  ;  and 
lastly,  that  France  baa  acquired  a  good  title  to 
Qie  crown  of  Spain  and  her  colonies.  1  will 
yield  to  the  gentleman  his  first  proposition,  and 
grant,  as  he  saems  to  d«sre  it,  that  these  rep- 
resentations were  made — and  what  do  they 
prove  t  Not  that  the  title  pSffied,  bnt  that  the 
French  Minister  was  too  deep  for  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries,  and,  to  use  a  Jockey  phrase, 
toolc  them  in.  Sir,  the  only  legal  effect  of  sach 
a  fraud  would  be,  to  violate  the  treaty — w  an- 
nul the  oontraot,  France,  to  be  anre,  would  be 
bound  upon  principles  of  eqiiity  to  refnnd  the 
purchase  money. 

If  then,  ur,  I  am  correct  in  stating,  that  no 
couTersatioiiB  or  verbal  dwlaTMions,  however 
fraudulent,  would  operate  to  control  or  vary 
the  plun  letter  and  intent  of  the  treaty,  as  ap- 
pearing on  the  face  of  ic,  tben  npon  the  gentle- 
man's own  acknowledgments  no  title  to  Honda 
oonld  hare  passed  to  Qxe  United  States  nnder 
the  treaty  of  1803.  For  the  gentleman  has  nn- 
eqnivocallj  adtuitted  that  Florida  was  not  ceded 
by  Spun  to  France  by  the  Treaty  of  St.  lldefon- 
ao,  and  France,  it  is  admitted  on  all  ndea,  by 
the  treaty  of  1803,  only  ceded  to  the  United 
States  Louisiana,  as  fully,  and  in  the  same  man- 
ner she  aoqnired  itfrom  Spain  by  the  Treaty  of 
St.  Ildefonso ;  nor,  sir,  can  I  admit  that  Ft^oe 
has  acquired  a  legitimate  title  to  the  crown  and 
colonies  of  Spain,  which  must  also  appear  be- 
fore the  gentleman  can  avail  himself  of  his  ar- 
mimeot.  What,  Mr.  President,  ia  the  nature  of 
this  title  t  Was  it  obtained  b<ma  Jide  for  & 
fur  and  Ml  consideration  No,  sir,  bat  by  the 
most  a]>ominable  perfidy,  corruption  arid  dn- 
reea,  of  wbioh  the  pages  of  history  famish  an 
eiample.  Was  not  Uie  royal  family  decoyed  by 
artifice  from  Madrid  to  Bayonnet  Was  not  the 
old  Uonaroh  compelled  to  reugn  his  orown  to 
Ferdinand  the  Seveoth,  and  was  not  that  Prince 
a  prisoner  of  Bonaparte ;  and,  while  in  this 
oondition,  and,  for  angbt  we  know,  the  bayonet 
at  bis  breast,  or  the  oup  to  his  lips,  constrained 
to  resign  his  orown  to  the  Emperor  of  France  t 
Sir,  what  sort  of  dtle  is  tliis  f  Upon  the  eternsl 
principles  (rfjustiee,  npon  the  principles  of  the 
common  law  and  common  sense,  an  Instrament 
thus  obtained  is  not  obligatory  on  the  party  ex- 
renting  it 

Bat  nave  the  people  of  Spain  aeqniesoed  ?  No, 
at;  the  instant  puUidty  was  given  to  the  Uano- 


action  tbey  became  ind^nant,  and  wi^i  ooa 
voice  rose,  resolved  to  resist  this  usurpation.  Ta 
tbis  hour  tbey  have  not  submitted. 

Bat  the  gentleman  lias  sud  that  Spain  is  ng 
longer  able  to  hold  Florida;  that  fataga  «mt- 
saries  will  take  it  if  the  Umted  States  do  sot, 
and  that  it  iw^  ix  lawfully  taianby  the  Dait- 
ed  Statee  on  the  ground  of  the  law  of  oocupea^. 

That  title  may  be  acquired  by  occupancy  ia 
not  to  be  doubted.  It  is  tbe  mode  by  viaA 
tiUe  to  property  was  originally  acquired ;  bnt  to 
obtain  a  title  in  this  way  the  ooontry  nnst  be 
vacant,  uninhabited  and  not  claimed  by  another 
proprietor.  Bnt  in  this  instance  is  the  tenitory 
vacant— or  oninhabited — or  abandoned  by  iH 
proprietors  t  No,  sir.  The  territory  is  either 
in  the  possession  of  Spain  and  claimed  by  her, 
or  of  the  revolntjoniste,  and  if  either  be  in  po»- 
seesioo,  by  the  law  of  occupancy,  you  hav«  ao 
right  to  disturb  them.  Clearly  then,  nt,  apw 
the  principles  and  adinisHons  of  the  honorable 
genUeinan  from  Vermont,  the  United  Stit«s 
have  no  title  to  Florida. 

And  now,  sir,  with  the  indnlgeiice  of  IIm 
Senate,  I  will  proceed  to  oonsidw  as  briefly  m 
possible  the  nature  of  thb  title  as  derived  aadtr 
the  Treaty  (^  St.  Udefonso.  Here,  it  wiO  b« 
granted,  I  meet  the  queetion  fairly.  This,  I  pie- 
enme,  is  the  titie  relied  upon,  as  well  by  tbe  Exec- 
utive as  the  majority  of  the  supporters  of  this  biH 

In  order  fully  to  understand  this  eatjMt. 
it  is  necessary  to  inquire  into  the  priodpu 
cause  of  the  war  of  1766.  The  esstwn 
bonndary  of  Louisiana  I  believe,  was  the  chief 
canse  of  that  war.  llie  Fietuk  were  in  tba 
possession  of  the  Missiaeippi,  and  claimed  aa  part 
of  Lonisiana  not  only  the  country  to  the  vert 
of  that  river,  but  east  aa  far  as  tbe  AU^ioy 
monntuns.  France^  having  this  claim,  ai^ 
being  in  poaeasion  of  Canada,  conceived  tb* 
project  of  uniting  Louisiana  with  Canada.  To 
acoompUah  her  purpose  she  established  ■  Una 
of  poets  from  the  lakee  to  tbe  Ohio,  and  com- 
menced enarflaohm«its  npon  the  then  Britiih 
colonies.  These  encroaohments  she  was  piesi- 
ing  so  far  that  Qr«at  Britain  perceived  it  would 
be  neoeeaai?  to  repel  them.  This  brooght  on 
the  war  of  'SS,  which,  after  a  bloody  confliet 
of  seven  years,  terminated  diaastronsly  to  FruMS 
and  her  allies,  and  reanlted  in  theeatablishnent 
of  tbe  Mississippi,  the  Iberville,  and  the  likes 
Manrepas  and  Pontchartrain,  as  the  bonsduy 
uf  Lonisiana,  giving  to  Great  Britain  all  the 
territory  on  tbe  east  of  that  boundary,  except 
the  island  and  town  of  New  Orleans,  and  ta 
France  all  upon  tbe  weat,  inolading  the  idicd 
and  town  of  New  Orieans. 

A  more  partienlar  examination  of  the  resalb 
of  thia  war  ia  important  By  it  France  In* 
Canada  and  moat  of  her  West  India  iglinda 
Spun,  the  ally  of  France,  lost  Onba.  B;  the 
preliminary  articles  of  peace  between  Oreat 
Britain,  Franoe,  and  Spun,  signed  at  Footiio- 
bleau,  and  dated  tbe  8d  November,  1762,  France 
renounced  all  pretensions  to  Nova  Sootis,  w 
ceded  and  guarantied  to  hia  Britannio  Mije^i 
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in  full  right,  Canada  with  all  its  dependendes. 
Tlie  6th  article  B^pokte^  "Id  order  to  re-es- 
Ubliili  peace  cm  tb«  moot  eolid  and  lasting 
fiwDdatioiu  and  to  remove  every  aabject  of  dis- 
pute with  T^^"!  to  the  limits  of  the  British 
tad  Fr^ich  Territories  on  the  continent  of 
North  America,  it  is  agreed  that  for  the  fbtare 
the  confinea  between  the  dominions  of  His 
Britannic  ICfQCBt^  and  those  of  his  moat  Chris- 
tian UsjestT,  (Franoh  King,)  in  that  part  of  the 
WMid,  riisll  be  irrevocably  Qi»d  by  a  line  drawn 
■long  tbe  middle  of  the  river  Hiseit^sippi  from  its 
Morce,  as  &r  as  th«  river  Iberville,  and  from 
thence  by  a  line  drawn  along  the  middle  of 
this  riTer,  and  of  the  lahee  Monrepas  and 
Pootchartrain  to  tbe  sea;  and  to  this  pur-- 
pcM,  the  most  Christian  King  cedes  in  fiiU 
ri^t,  and  gnArantiefl  to  His  Britannic  Ha- 
te^, tbe  river  and  port  of  Mobile,  (now  West 
Florida,)  and  every  thing  that  he  poseeases,  or 
ought  to  have  possessed  on  the  left  (east)  side 
of  tbe  riverMiasUaippi,  except  the  town  of  New 
OHeans,  and  the  island  on  which  it  is  sitnated, 
which  shall  reuuUn  to  France."  By  the  18th 
■nicle,  Great  Britain  restores  to  Spsln  all  that 
Ae  had  conqnered  in  the  Island  of  Cnba,  with 
tbe  fbrtresB  of  Havana.  In  oonseqiienoe  of 
which  Hia  Catholic  Vqjesty  (King  of  Spain)  by 
the  I9th  article  "  cedes  and  goarantiea  in  fbll 
right,  to  His  Britannia  M^eaty,  all  that  Spain 
posseeees  on  the  continent  of  Korth  America, 
to  the  east  or  the  sonth-eost  of  the  MlesiBEippi. 
indnding  Florida,  with  Fort  St.  Angnstine  &nd 
the  bay  of  Pensucola."  (Ihw  condsting  of 
£ast  and  a  part  of  West  Florida.)  By  the 
definitive  treaty  of  peac«  and  friendship  be- 
tween the  Kings  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and 
Spsia,  ooQclnded  at  Paris  on  tbe  10th  day  of 
Febnury,  1T63,  the  preliminary  articles  were 
adopted,  ratified,  and  oonflrmed.  By  another 
treaty  bearing  date  the  8d  day  of  November, 
ITCi,  the  same  day  and  year  the  nreliminaiT 
articles  are  dated,  as  appears  by  the  letter  to  M. 
L'Abbadie,  which  I  will  presently  refer  to, 
I^inoe  cedes  Louisiana  to  Spain,  together  with 
tbe  town  and  island  of  New  Orleans.  This  last- 
meatioiied  treaty  basnever  been  published,  bnt 
tbe  letter  of  tho  King  of  Fraiice  to  M.  L' Abba- 
£e  recit«e  the  pnrport  as  well  as  date  of  it 
This  letter  pnrporta  to  be  an  order  signed  by 
tbe  Kins  of  ^^^Dcei  dated  at  VersailleB,  the  81st 
April,  1764,  and  directed  to  M.  L'Abbadie,  di- 
rector-general, and  commandant  for  His  M^eety 
in  Looiaana.  Tills  letter  was  poblished  at  New 
Orleans  in  October,  1TS4,  and  cironkted 
SDMHi^  the  £^ench  inhabitants  there.  Itredtee: 


ceded  tu  my  vny  dear  end  beat  beloved 
Sag  •£  ^luii,  lad  to  hie  neceesm,  in  fall  ptcperty. 
pdi^  ud  KDiply,  sod  vithont  any  aieeptioiu,  tbe 
«Ue  euButn  kiiown  bj  the  name  of  Loni»i»n»,  to- 
gether nth  Heir  Orleani,  and  the  laland  in  vhich 
Ae  Mid  d^  it  dtuoted ;  and  by  aaother  act  done  et 
Ae  Eieniial,  Navember  13,  in  the  luna  year,  Hia 
Cululie  Hv*^  bavii^  uwpted  ibe  oeakin  of  flw 


aaid  connby  of  Louirisni,  and  the  oity  and  iiland  of 
New  Orleani,  agreekbly  to  the  copiei  c^  the  uid  acta, 
which  yoa  will  find  hereanto  annexed  {  1  write  yon 
thii  letter  to  inform  3m,  that  my  intention  It,  that 
on  the  receipt  of  theee  presents,  whether  they  come 
to  yotur  banda  by  the  officen  of  Hia  Calbolio  H^jca^ 
or  directly  by  eoDh  Frenoh  veueli  M  may  be  cfaaiged 
with  the  same,  yon  ore  to  deliver  np  to  tha  governor, 
or  ofSoar  sf^tointed  lor  that  parpoie  by  the  King  of 
Spain,  the  eaid  coontjj  and  colony  ofLpOuiuftno,  and 
the  potti  thereon  depeoding,  likewin  tbe  d^  imd 
iitand  of  New  Orleans,  in  such  state  and  condition  aa 
they  sball  be  ib&nd  to  be  in  on  the  day  of  tlie  said 
ceesion,  wilUng  that  in  all  time  to  come  they  shall 
belong  to  Hia  Catholic  Ht^^,  to  be  govemed  and 
adminiateicd  by  hie  govemort  and  offlcere,  and  aa 
ponessed  by  him  in  full  proper^,  without  any  ez- 
ceptioDB." 

From  this  docnment,  and  the  treaties  referred 
to,  it  appears  that  in  the  month  of  October, 
'1764,  when  the  whole  of  Lonisiana,  with  the 
island  and  town  of  New  Orleans,  was  delivered 
to  Spain,  that  Great  Brit^  was  in  the  peace- 
able posseeeion  of  all  the  country  on  the  east  of 
the  MiasisBippi.  That  with  respect  to  Florida 
particniarly,  Great  Britain  was  in  possesion, 
and  nobody  dreamed  at  that  time,  that  Florida 
either  East  or  West,  was  any  part  of  I^oisiano. 
Had  it  been  so  considered  nnder  tbe  orders  of 
the  EVench  King,  to  deliver  the  whole  of  the 
province  to  Spam,  nndoahtedly  Florida  would 
have  been  delivered. 

Immediately  after' the  cession  of  '62-8,  Great 
Briton  took  possession  of  all  the  country  on 
the  eastof  the  Mississippi,  exceptonly  the  town 
and  island  of  New  Orleans,  nnd,  in  the  year 
1763  or  '4,  erected  Old  Florida,  Pensacola,  tbe 
river  and  port  of  MobQe,  Ac.,  into  two  distinct 

Erovinoes,  nnder  the  name  of  East  and  Weet 
lorida,  names  which  they  have  home  ever 
mnce.  In  178S,  at  the  close  of  onr  Revolntion- 
ary  war,  Great  Bri^n  oeded  to  Spain  East  and 
West  Florida,  which,  ftom  that  period  to  the 
present  time,  have  been  held  by  Spain  under 
these  names,  as  separate  provinces  from  Lonis- 
iana- In  the  year  1600,  when  Spain  was  in  pos- 
aeaaion  of  East  and  West  Florida  and  Louisiana, 
as  three  several  and  distinct  provinces,  the  fa- 
mous Treaty  of  BL  lldefonso  was  concluded, 
whereby  Spain  "  retrocedee  to  France  the  colony 
or  province  of'  Louisiana,  with  the  same  extent 
that  it  now  has  in  the  hands  of  Spain,  and  that 
it  had  when  France  possessed  it ;  and  such  as 
it  should  be  after  the  treaties  subsequently  en- 
tered into  between  Sp^n  and  other  States." 
This  treaty  likewise  has  not  been  published,  bnt 
the  part  just  referred  to  is  cited  in  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  France  of  the 
SOth  of  April,  1608,  whereby  France  cedes  to 
the  TToitect  Statee  Louisiana,  as  fhlly  and  in  the 
same  manner  as  she  acquired  it  of  Spain  by  the 
Treaty  of  St.  Ddefonso.  Spain  delivered  pos- 
session in  pursnonce  of  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ilde- 
fonso  to  France,  and  France,  in  pursusnce  of 
the  trea^  of  1808.  delivered  poaeesnon  to  the 
United  States,  both  powers  receiving  the  conn* 
try  on  the  west  of  the  ITississippi,  with  the 
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iBland  md  dtj  of  New  Orleans,  lik«  Spalo  orig- 
iiWly  received  it  from  France,  as  the  whole  of 
IioaisUna. 

I  have  DOW,  I  believe,  air,  given  a  ibll  and  I 
trust  lair  and  oorreot  statement  of  the  evidencei 
and  facta  relative  to  the  qncBtion  of  title.  A 
few  remarks  will  close  what  I  have  to  M^  on  this 
bead.  The  letter  from  the  Xing  of  France  to 
H.  L'Abbadie,  is  a  very  important  docnment 
It  shows  that  the  King  of  France,  nnder  whom 
we  claim,  and  by  whose  admissions  we  are 
bound,  so  long  ago  as  1TS4,  treated  and  coomd- 
ered  tlie  coontrj  on  the  west  of  the  Mississippi 
as  the  whole  of  Louiuana.  That,  so  consider- 
iog  it,  he  ceded  and  delivered  it  to  Spain,  to- 
geiber  with  the  island  and  town  of  New  Or- 
leans, from  which  latter  words  it  may  be  in- 
ferred that  even  the  island  and  town  of  New 
Orleans  were  then  not  considered  a  part  of 
Louisiana.  In  I  BOO,  when  Bpun  ceded  back 
the  colony  of  Loni^na  to  France,  that  coontry 
was  only  known  on  the  nest  of  the  Miaaiasippi. 
The  war  'S&  and  the  treades  of  '63-8,  had  fixed 
the  line  and  obliterated  forever  the  name  of 
Louisiana  on  the  east  of  that  river. 

The  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  of  IBOO,  is  a 
mere  treaty  of  retroeeitien.  The  translaticHi 
porporta  to  bo  a  treaty  of  cession,  it  is  troe,  but 
acknowledged  on  all  sides  to  be  erroneoua.  The 
original  treaty  was  in  the  French  language,  and 
it  ia  by  that  we  are  to  be  governed.  The 
expression  in  the  original  is  "  8a  Majesty  Catho- 
lique  promit  et  s'ongage,  de  son  cote,  a  rttroeed- 
m-  4  la  Republiqoe  Fran^aise,"  &c.  A  retro- 
t«d*T  signiQ'ing  to  retrocede.  to  restore,  or  to 
me  a  term  fanilUnp  in  the  State  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent,  reamveif  the  colony  of  Lon- 
isiana  to  France,  as  it  was  when  France  con^ 
veyed  it  to  Spun.  The  honorable  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Pops,)  prees«d  by  thU 
argument,  could  only  get  round  it  by  alleging 
that  the  original  treaty  between  France  and 
Spun  was  dated  in  1701,  prior  to  the  aettlemeDt 
of  the  line  and  the  cearaons  to  Great  Britain. 
Bat,  nnfortnnately,  he  could  not  produce  one 
title  of  authentic  evidence  to  establish  bis  pcei- 
tion,  a  position  absolutely  negatived  by  tbe  offl- 
,  cial  letter  to  M.  L'Abbadie.  But  that  gentle- 
man haa  further  told  us,  that  from  the  words 
"  with  the  same  extent  it  now  ha;  in  the  hands 
of  Spun,  and  that  it  had  when  France  possessed 
it,  and  such  as  it  abould  be  after  the  treaties 
aabaeqnently  entered  into  between  other  States," 
an  intention  may  be  raised  to  include  Florida. 
I  fully  subscribe  to  the  geutleman'a  rule,  that 
we  must  give  sach  a  construction  to  the  treaty, 
and  particularly  to  the  passage  Just  referred  to, 
as  will  ^ve  effect,  if  possible,  to  all  the  parts ; 
and  this  I  apprdiend  may  be  done  nitbout 
having  recourse  to  the  forced  construction  con- 
tended for.  In  the  first  place,  the  two  fiifst 
members  of  the  passage  may  be  reconciled  and 
have  effect  by  conadering  them  as  a  two-fuld 
deaoription  of  the  same  territory.  From  abun- 
dant cantion  it  is  cot  onoommon  to  give  various 
descriptiona  of  the  same  object.    Sometimes 


the  name  ia  simply  used,  somedmee  it  is  de- 
scribed by  metes  and  bounds,'  and  sometdmea  by 
the  names  of  the  adjacent  countries.  Some- 
time a  twofold,  and  sometimes  a  threefold  de- 
Bcriptjon  is  given.  And  npon  a  critical  exami- 
nation, 1  tEiink  it  will  be  fumid  that  this  is  tbe 
only  true  construotion  the  instrament  will  bear. 
If  yon  pve  it  the  conatraction  the  gentleman 
contends  for.  to  wit:  that  the  second  member 
of  the  passage  is  an  extension  of  the  descrip- 
tion given  by  the  first,  then  the  second  liiclad«a 
the  first,  and  of  conseqnence  the  first  wonld  be 
aagatory  and  snperfiuous;  which  would  be  do- 
ing Tiolence  to  tbe  gentleman's  own  rnle  at 
construction.  But  if  the  gentleman  will  insist 
on  giving  to  tbe  second  member  an  enlarged  or 
extended  sense,  it  may  be  done  by  applying  it 
to  tbe  western  boundaries  of  Loui^ana.  It  ia 
said  that  when  France  ceded  Loai»ana  to  Spun, 
in  'flS,  the  oonntry  extended  on  the  west  to  tha 
river  Sabine,  and  tbat^i^n,  prior  to  tbe  treaty 
of  1808,  detached  from  Loniaiana  the  territMy 
south  of  the  waters  emptying  into  the  Bed  River, 
and  erected  it  into  a  new  province  under  th« 
name  of  the  "Province  of  Texas."  Sir,  the 
operations  on  the  Sabine  are  memorable.  It  ia 
well  known  hew  mysteriously  they  were  ana- 
pended  by  au  arracgement  in  1806,  by  which  it 
waa  agreed  that  tbe  Spaniards  should  not  onies 
tbe  Sabine,  and  that  the  Americans  should  nut 
extend  their  settlementa  as  for  as  tliat  river. 
And  for  this  purpose,  to  prevent  collisions,  nntil 
the  difference  should  be  settled,  instmctiooa 
were  given  that  no  snrveys  shonld  be  made 
west  (rf  a  meridiau  passing  by  Nacbitoches. 

If  the  gentleman  is  not  satisfied  by  travelling 
to  the  west,  by  going  to  the  east  be  may  find 
an  application-— the  town  and  island  of  New 
Orleana,  whicli,  thoogh  named  in  the  oeasion  to 
Spain,  are  not  named  in  tbe  treaty  of  retro- 
ces^on  to  France. 

As  to  tbe  third  member  of  the  paeaage,  it  is 
a  formal  provision  introdoced  into  most  treatieB, 
and  wonld  be  understood  if  not  ezpreeaed.  Of 
course  the  cesHon  would  be  snbject  to  prior 
treaties  with  other  States.  In  179S,  Spain  OMt- 
duded  a  treaty  with  the  United  Ststea,  vhxn- 
by  she  agrees  that  the  navigation  of  tbe  Mla- 
siasippi,  in  its  whole  breadth  from  its  soorce  to 
tbe  ocean,  shall  be  free  to  the  dtizena  of  the 
Umted  States,  and  that  they  ali&ll  bave  tbe  right 
to  deposite  their  merchandise  and  effects  in  tbe 
port  of  New  Orleans,  fireeofdutyfortlireeyear^ 
and  after  that  period,  if  tbe  privily  is  not  ex- 
tended at  the  port  of  New  Orleana,  she  is  to 
aaaign  to  the  United  States,  on  another  part  of 
the  oanks  of  the  Missiasippi,  on  equivalent  es- 
tabliahmetit.  To  these  provisions  the  danae 
in  qneetion  I  spprehend  refbra. 

The  hclding  or  possession  of  Louisiana  ia 
correspondent  with  the  oonatmction  I  have 
given  the  treaty.  When  possession  was  origin- 
ally delivered  by  France  to  Spain,  Florida  wu 
not  delivered  or  considered  any  part  of  the 
cession.  When  Louisiana,  under  tbe  Treaty  iS 
St.  Ildefonso  was  restored  to  Fntnoe,  Florida 
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■utet  not  delivered.  When  Lonidona,  ander  the 
irMty  of  1808,  was  delivered  to  the  tlnited 
States,  Florida  was  rot  comprehended.  Indeed 
the  GoTemment  of  the  United  3tat«s  then  treat- 
ed the  conntry  on  tba  west  of  the  Uississippi, 
ini^liidiDg  the  town  and  island  of  New  Orleans, 
as  the  whole  of  Louisiana,  bj  receiving  it  and 
paving  the  purchase  monej,  which  b?  the  terms 
of  the  treaty  they  were  not  bound  to  do,  and 
«blch  by  the  act  of  Oongreas  creating  tlie  Lon- 
i^ana  atlick  they  were  not  authorized  to  do,  till 
after  full  and  entire  poaaeealon  ha'd  been 
delivered. 

Ur.  Prewdent,  is  it  conceivable  that  after 
the  boundary  in  qneation  had  been  established 
t^  the  most  solemn  compact  of  nations,  and 
coeHCT«ted  by  a  long  and  bloody  war,  and,  too, 
t)f  a  lapse  of  near  forty  years — is  it  conceivable 
that  the  territory  in  qneation,  eiclnded  by  that 
boandarj'',  and  raised  into  a  distinct  province 
under  b  uiatinct  name — n  name  it  ever  bore 
after  the  establishment  of  the  boundary — is  it,  I 
ttj,  BIT,  conceivable,  if  the  parties  meant  tohnve 
indnded  this  province  in  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ilde- 
fonm,  that  it  aboold  not  have  been  specifically 
named  T 

Mr.  CiAT.— Mr.  Preddent,  H  would  have 
^ratified  me  if  some  other  gentleman  had  un- 
aertaken  to  reply  to  the  ingenious  argument 
which  yon  have  jnst  heard.  But  not  perceiv- 
ing aoj  one  disposed  to  do  ao,  a  senae  of  duty 
oluigee  me,  thon^  very  nnve]],  to  claim  yonr 
indul^nca  while  1  offer  my  sentiments  on  this 
laliijet^t,  so  Interesting  to  the  Union  at  large,  but 
particiilarly  to  thn  western  section  of  it.  Allow 
me,  sir,  to  eipress  my  admiration  at  the  more 
thvi  Aristidean  Jnstioe,  which,  in  a  question  of 
tnrittMial  title  between  the  United  States  and  a 
foreign  nation,  induces  certdn  gentlemen  to 
capoose  the  pretensions  of  the  foreign  nation. 
Donbtkes,  in  any  fhtnre  ne^tiations,  she  will 
have  too  much  magnanimity  to  avail  herself  of 
these  ^KintaneonB  oonoea»ons  in  her  favor, 
Dtade  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Btates. 

It  was  to  have  been  expected,  that  in  a  qaes- 
tiai  fike  the  present,  gentlemen,  even  on  the 
■me  aide,  wonld  have  diS^nt  views,  and  al- . 
thongh  arriving  at  a  common  condn^on,  wonld 
do  so  by  various  arguments.  And  hence  the 
boDOraUe  gentleman  fkim  Termont  cnterttuns 
donbts  wi&  regard  to  our  title  against  Spain, 
while  he  fbels  entirely  satiafied  of  it  against 
Fnnce.  Believing,  as  I  do,  that  onr  tiOe  agunst 
both  powers  is  indisputable,  nnder  the  Treaty 
of  St  Udefonso  between  Sptun  and  France,  and 
the  treaty  between  the  French  Repablic  and 
the  United  States.  I  ahall  not  inquire  into  the 
tieacheiT  by  whicn  the  King  of  Spain  is  alleged 
to  have  loet  his  crown ;  nor  shall  I  stop  to  dis- 
coss  the  qneation  involved  in  the  overthrow  of 
the  Spanish  monarchy,  and  how  far  the  power 
cf  Spain  ought  to  be  considered  aa  merged  in 
dial  of  France.  I  shall,  leave  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Delaware  to  monrn  over  the 
fortonwof  die  &llen  Obaries.    I  have  no  com- 


miseraliun  for  princes.  My  sympathies  are  re- 
served for  the  groat  mass  of  mankind,  and  I 
own  that  the  people  of  Spain  have  them  most 
sincerely. 

I  will  adopt  Iho  course  enggeeied  by  the 
nature  of  the  subject,  and  pursued  by  other 
gentlemen,  of  examining  into  our  title  to  the 
country  Ijmg  between  the  Mississippi  and  the 
Rio  Perdido  (which,  to  avoid  circuiniocutlon,  I 
will  call  Weat  Florida,  although  it  is  not  the 
whole  of  it) — and  the  propriety  of  the  recent 
measures  fa^en  for  the  occupation  of  it.  Onr 
title  depends,  first,  upon  the  limits  of  the  prov- 
ince or  colony  of  Louisiana,  and  secondly,  upon  a 
just  exposition  of  the  treaties Itefore  mentioned. 

On  this  occasion  it  is  only  necessary  to  fix 
the  eastern  boundary.  In  order  to  ascertiun 
this,  it  is  proper  to  take  a  cursory  view  of  the 
settlement  of  the  country ;  the  bans  of  Euro- 

Cn  title  to  colonies  in  America  being  prior 
wvery  or  prior  occupancy.  In  ISSft  La 
Salle  migrated  from  Canada,  then  owned  by 
France,  descended  the  MJssisMppi  and  named 
thecountry  whichitwater^Louiuana.  Abont 
1698,  D'lbervtlle  discovered  by  sea  the  mouth 
of  the  Mississippi,  established  a  colony  at  the 
Isle  Danphine  or  Massacre,  which  lies  at  the 
mouth  of  the  bay  of  Mobile,  and  one  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Mobile,  and  was  ^ipointed, 
by  France,  governor  of  the  country.  In  the 
year  1717,  the  famous  West  India  Oompany 
sent  inhabitants  to  the  Isle  Danphine,  and 
found  some  of  those  who  bad  been  settled  there 
under  the  auspices  of  D'lberville.  About  the 
same  period  Baloxi,  near  the  Pascagoula,  was 
settled.  In  171B,  the  city  of  New  Orleans  was 
laid  off^  and  the  seat  of  the  Grovemment  of 
Louisiana  was  established  there.  In  IT8S,  the 
French  erected  a  fort  on  Tombigbee.  Tlieee 
facts  prove  that  France  had  the  actual  possee- 
aion  of  the  country  aa  far  east  as  the  Mobile 
at  leaet.  But  the  great  instrument  which  asoer- 
tdns,  beyond  all  doubt,  that  the  country  in 

rastiott  is  comprehended  within  the  limita  of 
cusiana,  is  one  of  the  most  antbentio  and 
solemn  character  which  the  ardiives  of  the 
nation  can  famish.  I  mean  the  patent  granted 
in  1T12,  by  LonU  XTV.  to  Oroiat.  [Here  Mr. 
C.  read  such  parts  of  the  patent  as  were  appU- 
oable  to  the  Hubject]  According  to  this  docn- 
ment,  in  describms  the  province  or  colony  of 
Louiaiana,  it  is  decked  to  be  bounded  by  Caro- 
lina on  the  east  and  Old  and  New  Mexico  on 
the  west.  Under  this  high  record  evidence, 
it  might  be  inBiet«d  that  we  have  a  fair  claim  to 
East  aa  well  as  West  Florida,  against  France  at 
least,  unless  she  has  by  some  convention  or 
other  obligatory  act,  restricted  the  eastern  limit 
of  the  province.  It  has,  indeed,  been  asserted 
that  by  the  treaty  between  France  and  Spain, 
concluded  in  the  year  1719,  the  Perdido  was 
expressly  stipulated  to  be  the  boundary  between 
their  respective  provinces  of  Florida  on  the  east 
and  Louisiana  on  the  west ;  but  as  I  have  been 
unable  to  find  any  ench  treaty,  I  am  induced  to 
donhtitae.-" 
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About  the  a«me  period,  to  wit,  towards  tbo 
WTenteenth  ceatnrr,  when  Frauoe  settled  the 
Isle  Daupliiae  ind  the  Mobile,  Spun  et«cted  ■ 
fort  at  PensaooU.  Bnt  Spain  never  piuhed  her 
actual  Mttlemeuta  or  oouqueets  Aitther  west 
than  the  bay  of  Peunacolo,  whilst  those  of  the 
French  were  bounded  on  the  east  bj  the  Ifobile. 
Between  thoae  two  points,  a  space  of  abt>nt  thir- 
teen or  fourteen  leagaea,  neither  nation  had  the 
exclusive  pOHSeM on.  The  Rio  Ferdido,  formiog 
the  bay  of  the  wme  name,  discharges  itself  into 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  between  the  Mobile  and 
Peusacola,  and,  being  a  natural  and  tbe  most 
notorious  otyect  between  them,  presented  itaelf 
aaasuitable  boundary  between  the  poeseesions 
of  the  two  nations.  It  accordingly  appears 
very  earl;  to  have  been  adopted  as  the  boun- 
dary, by  tacit  if  not  express  consenL  The  an- 
cient obarts  and  historians,  therefore,  of  the 
coQutrj  so  represent  it.  Duprat^  one  of  tbe 
most  acccarate  historians  in  point  of  fact  and 
detail  of  the  time,  whose  work  was  pohlisheil 
as  early  as  1TS8,  describes  the  coast  as  being 
bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Kio  Ferdido.  In 
truth,  air,  do  Enropeau  nation  whatever,  except 
France,  ever  occupied   any  portion  of  West 


indeed  stron^y  ooutrovert,  if.  they  do  not  ex- 
pressly admit,  that  Louisiana,  as  held  by  France 
anterior  to  her  cession  of  it  in  1TS2,  reached  to 
the  Perdido.  The  only  observatioQ  made  by 
tbe  gentleman  tram  Delaware  to  tlie  contrary, 
to  wit,  that  the  island  of  Kaw  Orleans  being 
parlioularly  mentioned  conid  not  for  that  rea- 
son cnnstitate  n  part  of  Louisiana,  is  susceptible 
Cif  a  very  satiafartory  answer.  That  istana  was 
excepted  out  of  the  grant  to  England,  and  was 
the  only  part  of  the  province  east  of  tbe  river 
that  was'eo  excepted.  It  formed  in  itself  one  of 
the  moat  prominent  and  important  objects  of 
the  cession  to  Spain  originally,  and  was  trans- 
ferred to  her  with  the  portion  of  the  province 
west  of  the  Mississippi.  It  might  with  equal 
propriety  bo  urged  that  St.  Angustina  is  not  in 
East  Florida,  because  St.  Augustine  is  expressly 
mentioned  by  Spain  in  her  cesiion  of  that  prov- 
ince to  England.  From  this  view  of  tbe  sub- 
ject I  think  it  results  that  the  province  of  Louis- 
iana comprised  West  Florida,  previous  to  the 
year  1T62. 

What  is  done  with  it  at  this  epoch)  By  a 
secret  convention  of  theSd  of  November  of  that 
year,  France  ceded  the  ooontry  lying  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  the  island  ot  New  Orleans 
to  Spain  ;  and  by  a  contemporaneous  act,  tJie 
articlee  preliminar;  to  the  definitive  Treaty  of 
1768,  she  transferred  West  Florida  to  England. 
Thus  at  the  same  instant  of  time  she  alienated 
the  whole  province. 

Posterior  to  this  grant,  Great  Britain,  having 
also  acquired  from  Spain  her  poseessions  east  of 
the  Mississippi,  erected  the  country  into  two 
provinces,  Enst  and  West  Florida.  In  this  itHte 
of  things  it  continued  nntil  tbe  peace  of  1788, 
when  Great  Brittdn,  in  conseqaenoe  of  tbe 
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events  of  tbe  war,  surrendered  the  oonntrj  to 
Spain,  who  for  thejfrti  time  came  into  the  ac- 
tual posses^ou  of  West  Florida.  Well,  At,  how- 
does  she  dispose  of  it  I  She  re-annexes  it  to 
the  residue  of  Louitusnn  ;  eiteoda  the  joriadic- 
tion  of  that  Government  to  it,  uid  subjects  the 
Qoveruors  or  commandants  of  tbe  districts  of 
Baton  Kouge,  Feliciana,  Mobile,  and  P«nasooUi, 
to  the  anthoritj  of  tbe  Governor  of  Louiauna, 
rending  at  New  Orleans ;  whereas  the  Gorer- 
nor  of  East  Florida  is  placed  wholly  witboat 
his  control,  and  is  made  amenable  directly  to 
the  Governor  of  the  Havana.  And  I  have  been 
credibly  iofbrmed  that  all  tbe  ooacessioos  or 
grants  of  land,  made  in  West  Florida,  under  th« 
authority  of  Spain,  ran  in  the  name  of  the  g<m- 
trnment  qf  Louitiana.  You  cannot  haT«  toe- 
gotten  that  about  the  period  when  we  took  poft- 
seesion  of  New  Orleans,  under  the  Treaty  of 
Oesaion  from  France,  the  whole  conotry  rang 
with  the  nefarious  speculations  which  were  al- 
leged to  be  practising  in  that  city,  with  the 
connivance,  if  not  actual  participation  of  the 
Spanish  antliorities,  by  tbe  procurement  of  snr- 
reptitioos  grants  of  hud,  particularly  in  the  du- 
trict  of  Feliciana.  West  Florida,  then,  not  only 
as  France  has  held  it,  but  as  it  was  in  the  hands 
of  Spain,  made  a  part  of  the  province  of  Louis- 
iana, as  much  so  as  the  Jurisdiction  or  district 
of  Baton  liouge  constituted  a  part  of  West 
Florida. 

What,  then,  is  the  true  construction  of  tbe 
Treaties  of  St.  Ddefonso  and  of  April,  ISOS, 
from  whence  onr  title  is  derived  1  If  &n  ambi- 
gutty  exist  in  a  grant,  the  interpretation  miet 
favorable  to  the  grantee  u  to  be  preferred.  It 
wss  tbe  duty  of  the  grantor  to  have  expressed 
himself  in  plain  and  intelligible  terms.  This  is 
the  doctrine  not  of  Coke  only,  (whose  dictA  1 
admit  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  question,) 
bnt  of  the  code  of  universal  law.  The  doctriiM 
is  entitled  to  augmented  fbroe  when  a  olanse 
only  of  tbe  instrument  is  exhibited,  in  which 
claoae  the  ambiguity  lurks,  and  the  residue  of 
the  instrument  is  kept  back  by  the  grantor. 
The  entire  convention  of  ITBB,  by  which  France 
transferred  Louisiana  to  Spain,  is  concealed,  tutd 
the  whole  of  the  Treaty  <^  St.  Ddefonso,  eioept 
a  solitary  claase.  We  are  thoa  deprived  of  the 
aid  which  a  full  view  of  both  of  those  instra- 
meuta  would  afford.  Bnt  we  have  no  occasion 
any  rules  of  construction,  however 
reasonable  in  themselves,  to  establish  onr  title. 
A  compet«ut  knowledge  of  the  facts,  connect- 
ed with  the  case,  and  a  candid  appeal  to  the 
treaties,  are  alone  sufficient  to  manifest  oar 
right  The  negotiation  of  the  treaty  of  I80S 
having  signed  with  the  same  ceremony  two 
copies,  one  in  the  English  and  the  other  in  tbe 
French  luiguage,  it  bas  been  contended,  that  in 
the  English  version  the  term  "  code  "  lias  been 
erroneously  used  instead  of  "retrooede,"  which 
is  the  expression  in  the  French  copy.  And  it  is 
argued  that  wo  are  bound  by  the  phraseology 
of  tbe  Freucb  copy,  because  it  is  declared  that 
tbe  treaty  was  agreed  to  in  that  language.    It 
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wonld  not  b«  very  nn&ir  to  inquire  if  this 
Dot  like  the  comnioD  case,  in  private  lifb,  where 
indiTidnala  enter  into  a  contract,  of  wbiob  each 
party  retains  a  copy,  duly  eiecnted.  la  sach 
eaae  neither  has  the  preferenoe.  We  might  bb 
well  B&y  to  France  we  will  cling  by  the  Englbh 
ec^y,  SB  tJie  ooold  insist  npon  an  adherence  to 
the  French  copy  ;  and  if  she  nrged  ignorance 
aa  the  part  of  lii.  Marboia,  her  negotiator,  of 
our  langDBge,  we  iniBht,  with  equal  propriety, 
pteod  igaoranoe  on  the  part  of  onr  n^iotiators 
of  her  kngOHge.  Aa  this,  however,  is  a  disput- 
able point,  1  do  not  BTRJl  myself  of  it ;  gentle- 
men shall  have  the  fbll  benefit  of  the  expres- 
ntuiB  in  the  French  copy.  According  to  this, 
then,  in  reciting  the  Treaty  of  St  Ilaefonao,  it 
is  declared  by  Spain  in  1800,  that  she  retro- 
oedea  to  France  the  colony  or  province  of 
LoniaJMia,  with  the  lame  extent  that  it  then 
had  in  the  hands  of  Spain,  and  that  it  had  when 
fiance  possessed  it,  and  sach  aa  it  ahonld  be 
after  the  treaties  snbseqaentlf  entered  into  be- 
twem  Spain  and  other  States.  This  latter 
member  of  the  description  has  been  soffioiently 
explained  by  my  colleague. 

It  IB  said  that  since  EVauee  in  ITflS  ceded  to 
Spain  only  Lonisians  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  the  retroces^on 
comprehended  no  more — that  tlie  retrocession 
at  ti  termiJii  was  commensurate  with  and  lim- 
ited by  the  direct  cession  fVom  France  to 
Spain.  If  this  were  trne,  then  the  description, 
■Dch  as  Bpain  held  it,  that  is  in  1800,  comprising 
West  Florida,  and  snch  as  France  possessed  it, 
that  is  in  IT63^rior  to  the  several  cessions, 
compriung  also  West  Florida,  wonld  be  totally 
inoperative.  Bat  the  definition  of  the  term  re- 
trocession, contended  for  by  the  other  side,  is 
denied.  It  does  not  eiclode  the  instnuoentel- 
ity  of  a  third  party.  It  means  restoration  or 
reconveyance!^ the  thing  originally  ceded,  nod 
*D  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  acknowledged. 
I  admit  that  the  thing  restored  mnst  have  come 
to  the  restorisK  party  from  the  part;  to  whom 
it  ii  retrocede^  whether  direcUy  or  indirectly 
is  wholly  immaterial.  In  its  pass^e  it  may 
have  come  through  a  dozen  hands.  The  retro- 
oeding  portj  must  claim  vnder  and  in  virtue  Of 
the  right  ori^oslly  possesBed  by  the  party 
lo  whom  the  retrocession  takes  place.  Allow 
me  to  pnt  a  ease :  You  own  an  estate  called 
Lonisiajia.  Tou  convey  one  moiety  of  it  to  the 
fentleman  ftom  Delaware,  and  iha  other  to 
,  me ;  be  conveys  his  moiety  to  me,  and  I  thus 
become  entitled  to  the  whole.  By  a  suitable  in- 
atniment  I  reconvey  or  retrocede  the  estate 
called  Louisiana  to  you  as  I  now  hold  it,  and  as 
yen  held  it;  what  pasees  to  yon?  The  whole 
«tate  or  my  moiety  only!  Let  me  indulge 
another  suppOHition  :  that  the  gentleman  from 
DeUware,  after  he  received  fhnn  yon  Ida  moiety, 
had  bestowed  a  new  denonunation  npon  it,  and 
called  it  West  Florid*,  wonld  that  eironmat&nce 
viiy  the  operation  of  my  aot  of  retrooeesion  to 
yen  t  The  oaae  wipposed  ia  in  truth  the  real 
nts  betwaea  the  United   States  and   Bpain. 


France  in  1T69  transfers  Lonisiana  west  of  the 
Hieeissippi  to  Spain,  and  nt  the  same  time  con- 
veys the  eastern  portion  of  it,  exclomve  of  New 
Orleans,  to  Great  Britain.  Twenty  one  yean 
alter,  that  ia  in  1TS3,  Great  Britain  cedes  her 
part  to  Spain,  who  thus  becomes  pooieesed  d 
the  entire  province  ;  one  portion  by  direct  ces- 
sion fronv  France,  and  the  residue  by  indirect 
oesflion.  Spain  then  held  the  whole  of  Lonia- 
ianavn<ftfr  France,  and  in  virtae  of  the  title  of 
France.  The  whole  moved  or  passed  fh>m 
France  to  her.  When,  therefore,  in  this  state 
of  things,  she  says,  in  the'  IVeaty  of  St.  Ilde- 
fouso,  that  she  retrooeden  the  province  to 
France,  can  a  doubt  exist  that  she  parts  with, 
and  gives  back  to  France,  the  entire  colony  t 
To  preclude  the  possibility  of  such  a  doubt  U)e 
adds,  that  she  restores  it,  not  in  a  mntilsted 
condition,  bat  in  that  predse  condition  in  which 
France  had,  and  she  herself  possessed  it 

Having  thus  shown,  as  I  conoeiva  a  dear 
right  in  the  United  States  to  West  Florida,  I 
proceed  to  inquire  if  the  proclamation  of  the 
President  directing  the  occupation  of  property, 
which  is  thus  fairlv  acquired  by  solemn  treaty, 
be  an  unauthoriied  measere  of  war  and  of  legis- 
lation, as  has  been  contended. 

The  act  of  October,  1803,  contains  two  sec- 
tions, by  one  of  which  tlie  Preudent  is  author- 
ized to  occupy  the  territories  ceded  to  us  by 
France  in  the  April  preceding.  The  other  em- 
powers the  President  to  establish  a  provisional 
government  there.  The  first  section  is  unlimit- 
ed in  its  duration ;  the  other  is  restricted  to  the 
expiration  of  the  then  aeasion  of  Congress.  The 
act,  therefore,  of  March,  1804,  declaring  that 
the  previous  act  of  October  should  continue  In 
force  until  the  first  of  October,  1804,  is  applioa- 
' '  to  the  second  and  not  the  first  section,  and 
intended  to  continue  the  provisional  gov- 
uent  of  the  President.  By  the  act  of  the 
24th  of  Febmary,  1804,  for  laying  dnties  on 
goods  imported  into  tlie  ceded  territories,  the 
President  ia  empowered,  whenfoer  A«  deem*  it 
expedient,  to  erect  the  bay  and  river  Mobile, 
&c.,  into  a  separate  district,  and  to  establish  - 
therein  a  port  of  entry  and  delivery.  By  this 
same  act  the  Orleans  Territory  is  laid  off,  and 
its  boundaries  are  so  defined  as  to  comprehend 
West  Florida.  By  other  acts  the  President  is 
authorized  to  remove  by  force,  under  oert«n 
cironmstanoea,  persons  settling  or  taking  pos- 
sesion of  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States, 

Theee  laws  furnish  a  legislative  construction 
of  the  treaty,  correapondent  with  that  given  by 
the  Executive,  and  they  vest  in  this  branch  of 
the  Qovernment  indisputably  a  power  to  take 
poe!WS«on  of  the  coontry,  whenever  it  might 
l>e  proper  in  his  disoretion.  The  President  haa 
not,  therefore,  violated  the  constitution,  and 
nsnrped  the  war-making  power,  but  he  would 
have  violated  that  provision  which  requires  hire 
to  see  that  the  laws  are  faithfully  eiecnted,  if 
he  had  longer  forborne  to  act  It  is  uraad  that 
he  lioB  assumed  powers  beloujpng  to  Conc^%M 
in  undertaking  to  annex  the  portion  of  West 
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Florida  betweea  the  MlMiaiippi  and  tha  Penlido 
to  the  Orleana  Xerritorf.  But  Cougreea,  ts 
has  been  Bhowa,  has  alreadr  made  this  annex- 
Utoa  the  limits  of  the  OrleaoB  Territi»'f,  as 
prescribed  by  Congrera,  oompreheading  the 
nooutiy  in  qneetion.  Tlie  President,  bj  his 
proclamation,  has  not  made  law,  bnt  baa  mere- 
tv  declared  to  the  people  of  West  Florida  what 
tLe  law  is.  This  ia  the  office  of  a  proclamation, 
and  it  wsa  highly  proper  that  the  people  of  that 
Territory  shonld  be  thus  notified.  By  the  act 
of  occupying  the  country,  the  Goveraraent  dt 
/aeto,  whether  of  Spain,  or  the  revolntionista, 
ceased  to  exist;  and  the  laws  of  the  Orlettns 
Temtorj,  applicable  to  the  oonntry,  by  opera- 
tion and  force  of  law,  attached  to  it.  But  this 
waa  a  8tat«  of  things  which  the  people  might 
not  know,  and  eveiy  dictate  of  justice  and 
tminamty  reqaired,  therefore,  ahoi^d  be  pro- 
ol^med.  I  consider  the  bill  before  aa  merely 
in  the  light  of  a  declaratory  law. 

Never  could  a  more  propitdoua  moment  pre- 
sent itself  for  the  eierciae  of  the  discretionary 
power  placed  in  the  Preddent  of  the  United 
States,  and,  hod  he  fiiiled  to  embrace  it,  he 
would  have  been  criminally  inattentive  to  the 
dearest  interests  of  this  country.  It  cannot  be 
too  often  repeated,  that  if  Ouba  on  the  one 
band,  and  Flcrida  on  the  other,  are  in  the  poa- 
Bes^oQ  of  a  foreign  inariUme  power,  the  im- 
mense conntrj  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
watered  by  streams  dtaoharging  thenuelves  into 
the  Gnlf  of  Ueiioo — that  is,  one-third,  aaj 
more  than  two-tliirda  of  the  United  Btatee, 
comprehending  Louisiana,  is  placed  at  the  mer- 
cy of  that  power.  The  possession  of  Florida  is 
a  goorantee  aheolntely  seoeaary  to  the  eiuoy- 
ment  of  the  navigation  of  those  streams.  The 
Eentleman  from  Delaware  anticipates  tbe  moat 
direful  oonBeqaenoea  from  the  ooenpaUoa  of  the 
oonntry.  He  sappoeea  a  sally  from  «  fipaoiah 
garrison  npon  the  American  foroee,  and  aaka 
what  is  to  be  done?  We  attunpt  a  peaeefol 
possession  of  the  coantry,  to  which  we  are  fairly 
entitled.  If  the  wronsfU  oconpants  under  the 
authority  of  Spain  assiut  onr  troops,  I  tmst  they 
will  retrieve  tiie  lost  honor  of  the  nation  in  the 
case  of  the  Chesapeake.  Suppose  an  attack 
upon  any  portion  of  the  American  army  within 
the  acknowledged  limits  of  the  United  Stat«s 
by  a  Spanish  force  1  In  snch  event  there  wonid 
exist  but  a  single  honorable  and  manly  course. 
The  gentleman  concelveB  it  ungenerous  that  we 
should  at  this  moment,  when  Spain  is  enooQi- 
passed  and  pressed  on  all  sides  by  the  immense 
power  of  her  enemy,  occnpy  West  Florida. 
Shall  we  sit  by,  passive  spectators,  and  witness 
the  interesting  transactions  in  that  coontry — 
transactions  which  tend  to  Jeopardize,  in  the 
most  imminent  degree,  our  rights,  without  in- 
terference f  Are  you  prepared  to  see  a  foreign 
power  seize  what  belongs  to  us  t  I  have  heard 
in  the  moet  credible  manner  that,  about  the  pe- 
riod when  the  President  took  his  measures  in 
relation  to  that  comitry,  the  agents  of  a  for- 
eign power  were  intriguing  with  the  people 
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Whether  this  he  the  fact  or  not,  it  cannot  be 
donbted,  that  if  yon  neglect  the  present  an^- 
dooa  moment — if  yon  r^eet  the  proSered  boon, 
some  other  nation,  [)roSting  by  yoar  enon, 
will  seize  the  occadon  to  get  a  fatal  footing  ia 
your  eontheru  tkintier.  I  have  no  heatatiMi  in 
saying,  tliat  if  a  parent  country  will  not  or  cut- 
not  maintain  its  authority  in  a  colony  a4jaoeat 
to  us,  and  there  exists  in  it  a  state  of  miarale 
and  disorder,  menacing  our  peace,  and  if  more- 
over snch  colony,  by  pa«ng  into  the  handa  o( 
any  other  power,  wonId  become  dangerous  to 
the  integrity  of  the  Union,  and  manif^tly  tend 
to  the  snbversion  of  onr  laws ;  wehavearigh^ 
npon  eternal  principles  of  self-preaervatiou,  to 
1^  hold  of  iL  This  principle  alone,  indeprad- 
ent  of  any  title,  would  warrant  our  occupatioi 
of  West  Florida.  Bnt  it  is  not  necessary  to  re- 
sort to  it,  onr  title  being  in  my  judgment  iaeon- 
testably  good. 

MonTD&T,  December  81. 
John  Tatlor,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  ii 
place  of  Thomas  SnintM",  resigned,  prodaced  bi» 
credentials  which  were  read ;  and  tiie  oath  Pie- 
scribed  by  law  having  been  administerea  b) 
him,  he  took  bis  seat  in  the  Senate. 

WsDinESDjii,  Jatoary  2, 1811. 
Andbxw  Gbboo,  fVom  the  State  of  Penns}'!- 
vania,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

UotfDAY,  January  7. 
Jambb  a.  Batabd,  ftom  the  State  of  Bdi- 
waro,  took  lus  seat  in  the  Senate. 

TtbspaT,  January  8. 
TnoitAB  WoBTHiKaTON,  appointed  a  SeDstor 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  in  plsoe 
of  BrnjBN  Jonathan  Umoa,  resigned,  prodnced 
his  credentials,  which  were  read ;  and  the  oath 
prescribed  by  law  having  been  admimstered  to 
nim,  he  took  his  seat  in  tiie  Senate. 

MoNDAT,  January  11. 
Jaubb  Tn&RBB,  from  the  State  (rf  North  Cu^ 
olina,  took  hie  seat  in  the  Senate. 

TuBSPAT,  January  29. 

J£iMiM*ijq>i  Territory. 
Hr.  Ansebboh  presented  the  memorial  of  tbe 
Legislative  Gonncil  and  Honse  of  R^raect* 
tives  of  the  UissiSEipju  Territory,  praying  that 
the  said  Territory  may  be  admitted  as  a  State 
into  the  Union,  upon  the  footing  of  tiie  origi^ 
States,  and  the  memorial  was  rra^,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  -by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Heave.  Ak- 
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DDwni,  Batabd,  and  Daita,  vcn  Bppoiiit«d 
tfce  oommittee. 

The  meonorial  ia  as  fidlows  i 

7b  the  iemoratU  the  Stnait  and  Soiue  t^lt^mtn- 
Hn«t  ^  He  Vmttd  Stain  m  Omgnm  aitembltd  .- 
"~ '"' '~  Kuly  idoptod,  of  tba  Legiala- 


<t  GMH^ia,  an  act  Co'  th«  unicabla  nttlenMat  of 
Eiauti  with  the  St&ta  of  Georgia,  &c,  and  an  act  np- 
liemeiital  thereto,  the  GoTOmnieiit  c^  ths  HuaiwppI 
TajiiUuj  was  oi^;anIiad  uid  establisbed,  and  "  all 
and  nngnlar  tbe  ligfata,  privil^s,  and  advantagei, 
granted  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  nortb-veet 
of  the  river  Ohio,  bj  an  oidinaoct  of  the  ISth  daj 
it  Jnlj',  one  tboiuand  aeTcn  hnndred  and  eigLt;- 
■erm,  were  extended  to  the  people  of  the  Miuisaippi 
Teiriiaiy  :'  And  by  the  laid  articlea  of  agreoment 
md  eearion.  it  ia  proTidtd  "  That  the  Territory  thui 
eeded  ahafl  fbnn  •  State,  and  be  admitted  as  anoh 
hdo  tin  Union  aa  eoon  aa  it  ihall  contain  lixEf  thon- 
■nd  free  inhabitanta,  or  at  an  aa^er  ptftiod,  if  Coa- 
pEB  ahsU  think  it  expedient' 

Your  memoriaUata  ttate,  that  alAong^  thej  da 
art  pntsnd  to  have  the  nambar  reqnired  bj  the  tald 
article*  of  ajpeeroent  and  eecdon,  and  the  ordinance 
to  entitle  oar  Territoij  aa  a  matter  of  right  into  the 
Uaioa,  apoo  the  foetii^  of  one  or  the  original  States ; 
jet,  ve  b(^  that  oar  Dnmben  (aa  will  ^ipear  by  the 
ctnau  DOW  taken  oikder  a  law  of  the  United  StaMs) 
an  nffit^enlly  reqiectahle  to  indnce  yoai  honorable 
ho^  to  admit  the  Hiraiuippi  Territory  into  the 
Union,  u  a  mattei  of  expodiem^, 

Yoar  memorialifta  conceive  it  nnneceaaaiy  to  de- 
tail the  many  reesooi  which  might  be  addncad  in 
Bpport  of  mai  petitioo,  but  think  it  nitBcient  to 
nj,  fliat,  as  the  pecfle  of  thii  Territory  arc  able  to 
bar  the  expeiuea  of  a  State  Govenunent  with  con- 
leneaoe  to  thantHriTei,  and  at  the  same  time  will 
■fie*B  tbe  Gorermnent  of  the  UnlCad  Statat  from  the 
aatea  ai:d  eipeniei  incident  to  the  Territarial  form 
<f  government ;  and  that  whatever  views  tbe  finrm  of 
goranment  (under  which  they  have,  parhap*,  not 
voy  patieBtly  lived)  for  about  twelve  jma,  was 
fiamed,  it  is  foond  Iriaa  experience,  to  be  uii&iendly  to 
repnblicanUm  ;  and  is  anch  a  ooa  aa  every  American 
in  heart  is  aslicitona  to  be  relieved  from.  We,  there- 
fbie,  pray  ynor  honorable  body  to  pau  a  law  author- 
iang  a  oonventioa  to  be  called,  for  the  pnrpose  of 
Svming  a  ccmstitadOD  and  State  Government  in  the 
HiniaBp^  Territory,  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
upon  the  footing  <tf  the  ori^aal  States. 

Yoor  memonalista,  f>om  a  lenwledge  of  yonr  Id- 
Ugenoe  to  tbe  people  of  the  Tenitonea  north-weat 
cfue  river  Ohio,  when  in  a  sitoation  dmilar  to  their 
own.  are  nosnine  in  their  arpectatioiis,  that  your 
ody  wilt  grant  to  them  the  prayer  of 
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Territcry  itf  Orleant. 

The    Senate    took    into    consideration  the 

amendment  proposed  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Bama, 

'~  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  peo- 

.   s  of  the  Territory  of  New  Orleans  to  form  a 

oonatitntion  and  State  Qovemmeat,  si.d  for  tbe 

admission  of  sooh  8tat«  into  the  Union  on  aa 

eqnal  footing  witli  the  original  States,  and  for 

other  pniposes  r  "  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Olat, 

it  was  agreed  to  divide  tlie  qnestioo ;  and,  on 

the  qneadon  to  agree  to  the  first  diriuoa  of 

the  amendment,  to  wit: 

Provided,  That  this  sot  shall  not  be  miderttood  to 

Imit  nioh  Slate  into  the  Dnion,  aa  afbreaaid,  hdUm 

each  of  ths  Sutea  shall  consent  Ici  tbe  same : 

was  determined  in  the  negatire— yeas  10,' 
says  18,  aa  follows: 

^As. — Messrs.  Bradley,  Champlio,  'Dana,  Ger> 
man,  GUman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Lloyd,  Pickering, 

Nats. — Messia.  Campbell,  Clay,  Coodit,  Franklin, 
^ard,  Gregg,  Lambert  Leib,  Hathewaon,  Vog^ 
Robinaon,  Snuth  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  Yoik, 
Tsit,  Taylor,  Turoer,'  Wbitedde,  aod  Worthiogtoti. 
On  the  qaeatioQ  to  agree  to  the  second  divi- 
an  of  the  amendment,  to  wit: 

Prtrndei,  That  Oils  act  shall  not  be  understood  to 
admit  lOch  State  into  the  Union  a*  aforesaid,  unless 
then  shall  be  a  oooatitatioaal  amendment  empower- 
ing the  Ccngrass  to  admit  Into  the  Union  new  Stataa 
formed  baycmd  the  bonndaries  of  the  Unitsd  States, 
as  knowD  and  nndersioad  at  the  time  of  astablidung 
the  Conatitntion  for  the  United  States: 

waa  determined  in  the  negative— yeaa  8, 
nays  IT,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Uasars.  ChampUn,   Dana,   German,  GQ- 

an,  Goodrioh,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  arid  Keed. 

Natb.— Messrs.  Campb«dl,  Clay,  Condit,  Franklin, 
QaiUard,  Grcmg,  Lambei^  Leib,  Hathewaon,  Robin- 
son, Smith  oTMaryLaiid,  Smith  <^  Xew  York,  Talt, 
Taylar,  Tuner,  Whiteude,  and  Worthington. 

Oh  motion,  by  Mr.  Bsadlbt.  to  postpone  the 
further  oonaideratioi)  of  tlia  bill  to  the  second 
Monday  in  Fehraary  nest,  It  was  determined  in 
the  negative. 

On  Uie  qaestion.  Shall  the  bill  be  read  a  third 

ne  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  17,  nays  10,  aa  follows; 

Vus.— Uetais.  Brent,  CUy,  Condit,  Franklin, 
QalUaid,  Gregg,  Lambert,  Uathewson,  Pope,  Robb- 
son,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tail, 
Taylor,  Turner,  Whiteside,  aod  Worthington. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bradley,  dhamplin,  Dana,  Ger- 
man, Gilman,  Goodrich,  Honey,  Lloyd,  Pickering, 
and  Reed. 

Fbidat,  February  1. 
Tbe  credentials  of  Jaubb  A.  Batasd,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  hj  the  Legislatare  of  the 
State  of  Delaware,  for  the  t«rm  of  six  yeara 
from  tbe  third  day  of  March  next :  and  of  Wn^ 
UAH  U.  Obawtord,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  L^alatnre  of  tbe  State  of  Geor^s,  for  tiie 
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WsDmsDAT,  Fabnurj  6, 
Hr.  Bbadixt  praaented  the  petition  of  Char- 
lotte Eazen,  relict  of  the  late  BrigAdier  Ganeral 
Hoses  H&zen,  praying  a  grant  of  land  may  be 
made  to  her,  as  a  Canadian  refiigee,  or  that  a 
small  addition,  in  liea  thereof,  may  be  added  to 
her  present  pension  from  Congresft,  far  reasons 
stated  at  lai^  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  oommiltes,  to  consider 
and  report  tluireon  by  bill  or  otherwiae ;  and 
Uesfin.  Braulit,  FSahklut,  and  Gbkiuji,  were 
^ipoioted  the  oommittee. 

Hoinii.T,  February  11. 
Sank  oftkt  United  StatM. 

The  Senate  r«samed,  as  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Thole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  continne  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  sab- 
■cribers  lo  the  Bank  of  the  United  States," 
passed  on  the  25th  day  of  Febraary,  one  thon- 
Mmd  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one. 

Mr.  Andbbsou  said  that  having  been  a  mem- 
bor  of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill  be- 
fore the  Senate,  and  not  feeling  himself  at 
liberty  to  oppose  the  introdncUon  of  the  report, 
yet,  thinking  it  might  be  advisable  to  try  the 
principle  belbre  they  proceeded  to  discnss  the 
details,  be  ahonld  move  to  strike  ont  the  flrat 
section  of  the  bill.  He  would  barely  observe 
that,  was  this  not  a  qoestion  which  was  gene- 
rally understood,  on  which  not  only  every  mem- 
ber of  this  Honse,  bnt  every  citizen  of  the 
United  States  had  made  op  his  mind,  he  should 
feel  himself  bonnd  to  offer  reasons  in  support 
c£  the  motion  \  but,  inasmuch  as  it  was  a  qne»- 
taon  which  every  genUeman  had  doubtless  de- 
cided in  bis  own  mind,  he  felt  unwilling  to  take 
up  any  more  of  the  attention  of  the  Senate, 
especially  so  late  in  the  session,  when  there  was 
so  mnch  business  of  importance  before  them 
which  required  to  be  acted  on. 

Mr.  Crawford  sud  that  he  should  proceed, 
though  relnctantty,  to  explain  the  reasooe  of 
the  committee  for  reporting  the  hill,  which  is 
now  under  coDHideration.  After  the  most  mi- 
nute eiamination  of  the  oonstitatiDn,*tbe  mi^'ori- 
Sof  that  committee  were  decidedly  of  opinion 
at  the  Congress  of  the  Tlaited  States  were 
dearly  invested  with  power  to  pass  such  a  bill. 
The  otject  of  the  constitotion  was  two-fold: 
1st,  the  delegation  of  certain  general  powei^  of 
a  national  nature,  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States ;  and  Sd,  the  limitation  or  restrio- 
tion  of  the  State  sovereignties.  Upon  the  rooat 
thorough  examination  of  this  instmDient,  I  am 
induced  to  believe,  that  many  of  the  various 
constractions  given  to  it  are  the  result  (^  a  be- 


tbe  ext«DBion  or  oontraetion  of  the  powm  of 
the  Oovemment,  that  whenever  its  enk^om  is 
prononnoed,  I  feel  an  involuntary  s)^rehemlim 
of  mischief.  Upon  the  faith  of  this  impatsd 
perfection,  it  has  been  declared  to  be  inoMisit- 
ent  with  the  entire  spirit  and  character  of  Oso 
inatmmeot,  to  suppose  that  after  it  has  giraa  a 
general  power  it  should  afterwards  deltfalss 
specific  power  fairly  comprehended  withLi  ths 
general  power.  A  rational  analysis  of  the  eaa- 
stitntion  will  reftite  in  the  moat  demcHMtritiTe 
manner  this  idea  of  its  perfection.  This  soiljiia 
may  excite  onpleaaaot  sensations;  it  may  asnl 
honevt  pr^ndicea ;  for  there  can  be  no  donU 
that  honest  pr^udices  frequently  exist,  ud  in 
many  times  perfectly  innocent  Bot  whenthM 
pr^udioes  tend  to  destroy  even  the  object  A 
their  affection,  It  ia  essentially  necetisary  thd 
they  should  be  eradicated.  In  the  present  ease, 
if  there  he  any  who,  nnder  the  coavictioD  that 
the  constitution  is  perfect,  are  diaposed  to  gin 
it  a  oonatmotion  th«t  will  render  it  whollj  im- 
becile, the  public  welfare  requires  that  th«  veil 
should  be  rent,  and  that  its  imperfection  ehonU 
be  disclosed  to  public  view.  By  this  diaekaoie 
it  will  oeaae  to  be  the  object  of  adoratim,  bat 
it  win  nevertheless  be  entitled  to  onr  wtnnert 
attachment. 

The  8th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  ooo- 
stitution  contains  among  others  the  fcdlowioi 
grant  of  powers,  viz:  to  coin  money,  r^nlil* 
the  valne  thereof^  and  of  foreign  coin,  and  fix 
the  Btaudard  of  weights  and  measures ;  to  r«M 
and  support  armies;  to  provide  and  nuintaia  i 
navy;  to  regulate  commerce  with  forugnat- 
tiona.  and  among  the  several  States,  and  with 
the  In^an  tribes;  to  eat«bliah  post-offioea  and 
post  roads.  This  selection  contains  five  gniA 
of  general  power.  Under  the  power  to  oob 
money  it  is  conceived  that  Congress  would  hsva 
a  right  to  provide  for  the  pnnisbment  cS  oaa- 
terfeiting  the  money  sSter  it  was  coined,  aol 
that  this  power  is  fairly  inddental  tAtni  mo- 
prehended  in,  the  general  power.  The  power 
to  raise  armieeand  provide  andmaintMO  aaavy 
comfirehends,  beyond  the  possibility  of  doobb 
the  right  to  make  rules  for  the  governmeDt  and 
regulation  of  the  land  and  naval  forces ;  and  yet 
in  these  three  cases,  the  constitution,  after  mak- 
ing the  grant  of  general  power,  delegates  eped- 
tiuill^  the  powers  which  are  fairly  comprdund- 
ed  within  the  general  power.  If  this,  howanr, 
should  be  demed,  the  construction  which  tw 


Gut  beyond  the  power  of  contradiction.  Uudw 
the  power  to  regulate  commerce,  Congreas  hsi 
exercised  the  power  of  erecting  light-house^ 
as  incident  to  that  power,  and  fairly  compre- 
hended within  it.  Under  the  power  to  ertab- 
liali  post-offloes,  and  post  roada,  Congress  has 
provided  for  the  punishment  of  offences  agaiost 
the  Pust-Offioe  DepartnienL  If  the  Congr«s 
«»T.  n»™ni=~  .n  incidental  power  not  granted  in 
in  all  cases  of  a  sinular  kind. 
of  ceriaia 


s  said,  that  the 
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powers  eicladw  all  other  powers  not  ennmo- 
rated.  This  is  trD«  so  far  as  orinnal  aabstan- 
tive  grants  of  power  are  concerned,  bat  it  is  not 
trae  when  applied  to  expren  grants  of  power, 
which  are  atnctty  incidental  to  some  original 
and  Bnbstanlive  grant  of  power.  If  it  weretme 
in  relation  to  them,  CongresB  ooold  not  paM  a 
]aw  to  ponUh  offences  against  the  Fost-Office 
Establishment,  becanse  the  constjtntion  has  ex- 
preaalj  given  thp  power  to  poniflh  offences 
agunat  toe  cnrrent  coin,  and  as  it  hs»  given  the 
power  toptmish  offences  oomnitted  agsinstthat 
grant  of  general  power,  and  baa  withheld  it  in 
relation  to  the  power  to  urtabliah  post-offioee  and 
post  roads.  Oongresa  cannot,  according  to  this 
role  of  constmction,  so  wsnnlj  contended  for, 
pass  anj  law  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
SDch  offences.  The  power  to  make  roles  for 
the  regnktion  and  govemment  of  the  land  and 
naval  foroea,  I  have  shown  to  be  strictly  inci- 
dental to  the  power  to  raise  armieA,  and  provide 
and  maintain  navies ;  bat,  according  to  this  role 
of  constmction,  all  ioddental  powers  are  eiclnd- 
ed  except  (be  few  which  are  ennmerated,  which 
would  exclude  from  all  claim  to  oonstitntionali- 
tv,  nearly  one-half  of  yoor  laws,  and,  what  is 
■till  more  to  ba  deprecated,  wonld  render  yonr 
eanslJtution  eqnally  imbecile  with  the  old  arti- 
cka  of  confederation.  When  we  come  to  ex- 
amine the  4th  article,  the  abanrditj  of  this  mle 
of  constmction,  and  also  of  the  idea  of  perfec- 
tion which  has  been  attributed  to  the  constita- 
tion,  wilt  be  eqnallj  manifest  This  article  ap- 
pears to  be  of  a  miscellaneons  character  and 
reiy  similar  to  the  codicil  of  a  will.  The  first 
article  provides  for  the  organization  of  Con- 
grwe;  definea  its  powers;  prescribes  limitations 
npon  tlie  power*  previously  granted ;  and  sets 
metea  and  tioonds  to  the  anthoritj  of  the  Stale 
Governments.  The  second  article  provides  for 
the  organization  of  the  Execntive  Bepartment, 
and  d^ines  its  power  and  daty.  The  8d  article 
dcfincH  the  tennre  by  which  the  persons  in 
wbtnn  the  jadicial  power  maj  be  vested  shall 
hold  their  offices,  and  prescribes  the  extent  of 
their  power  and  jurisdiction.  These  three  arti- 
cles provide  for  the  three  great  departments  of 
Government  called  into  existence  by  the  con- 
stitution, bat  some  other  provisions  jast  then 
occor,  which  ought  U)  have  been  included  in 
one  or  the  other  of  the  preceding  artjolee,  and 
these  provisions  are  incorporated  and  compose 
Iha  4th  article.  The  1st  section  of  it  declares, 
that  "  foil  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each 
State,  to  the  pnbiic  acts,  reoordo,  and  Judicial 
proceedings  of  every  other  State.  And  the  Con- 
gress may  by  general  laws  prescribe  the  man~ 
nar  in  which  such  acta,  reoorda,  and  proceed- 
ings ahall  be  proved,  and  the  eSbot  Uier^^" 
In  the  second  section  it  declares,  that  a  person, 
charged  in  any  State  with  bvason,  felniy,  or 
other  crime,  who  shall  flee  from  jostice,  and  be 
(blind  in  another  State,  shall,  on  demand  of  the 
Execotire  authority  of  the  State  from  which  be 
Sed,  be  delivered  up,  tobe  removed  to  the  State 
having  Jurisdiction  of  the  nrime.     A  siniilar 
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provirion  is  contained  in  the  same  section,  relv 
tive  to  fu^tivee  who  are  bound  to  labor,  by  the 
laws  of  any  State.  In  the  first  case  which  has 
been  selected,  express  authority  has  been  given 
to  CoDgreas,  to  preacribe  the  manner  in  -which 
the  records,  &c.,  should  he  proved,  and  also  the 
effect  thereof,  but  in  the  other  two,  no  authori- 
ty ia  pven  to  Congress,  and  yet  the  bare  inspeo- 
tion  of  the  three  cases  will  prove  that  the  inter- 
ference of  Congress  is  less  necessary  in  the  first 
than  in  the  two  remaining  cases.  A  record 
must  always  be  prove^l  by  itself  becanse  it  b 
the  highest  evidence  of  which  the  case  admits. 
The  effect  of  a  record  ought  to  depend  npon  the 
laws  of  the  State  of  which  it  is  a  record,  and, 
therefore,  the  power  to  prescribe  the  effect  of  a 
record  was  wholly  unnecessary,  and  has  been  so 
held  hy  Oongresa — no  law  having  been  passed 
to  preaoribe  the  effect  of  a  record.  In  the  seo- 
case  there  seems  to  be  some  apparent  rea- 
—  for  passing  a  law  to  ascertain  the  officer 
npon  whom  the  demand  is  to  be  made ;  what 
evidence  of  the  identity  of  the  person  demanded 
aud  ot  the  guilt  of  the  party  charged  must  be 
produced  before  the  obligation  to  deliver  ahall 
be  complete.  The  same  apparent  reason  exists 
for  the  passage  of  a  law  relative  to  ftgitivea 
from  labor.  According,  hewever,  to  the  mle 
of  construction  contended  for,  CougreM  cannot 
pass  any  law  to  carry  the  constitution  into 
effect,  in  the  two  last  cases  selected,  becsnse 
express  power  has  been  given  in  the  first  and  is 
withheld  in  the  two  last.  Congress  has  never- 
theless paieed  laws  to  carry  those  provisionB 
into  effect,  and  this  exercieeof  power  has  never 
been  complained  of  by  the  people  or  the  Stateo. 
Mr.  President,  it  is  contended  by  those  who 
e  opposed  to  the  passage  of  this  bill,  that 
Congress  can  exercise  no  power  by  application, 
and  yet  it  is  admitted,  nay,  even  asserted,  that 
Congress  wonld  have  power  to  pass  all  laws 
necessary  to  carry  the  constitntiou  into  efltot, 
whether  it  had  given  or  withheld  the  power 
which  is  contuned  in  the  following  paragraph 
of  the  8th  section  of  the  1st  article:  "to  maie 
all  laws  which  shall  be  neceeaarj  and  proper 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers 
and  all  other  powers  veet^  by  this  constitution 
in  the  Oovemment  of  the  United  States  or  in 
any  department  or  officer  thereof."  If  this 
part  of  the  constitution  really  confers  no  powe^ 
It  at  least,  according  to  this  opinion,  strips  it  of 
that  attribute  of  p^eotion  which  has  by  these 
gentlemen  been  ascribed  to  it.  But,  sir,  this  is 
not  the  fact  It  does  confer  power  of  the  most 
substantial  and  salutary  nature.  Let  ug,  sir, 
take  a  view  of  the  ooostitution  npon  the  snp- 
podtion  that  no  power  is  vested  in  the  Govern- 
ment by  this  clause,  an<'  sea  how  the  exclusion 
of  power  by  implication  can  be  reconciled  to 
the  most  important  acts  of  the  Government. 
The  constitution  has  expreasly  given  Congrew 
lower  "to  constitute  tribunals  inferior  to  the 
lupreme  Court,"  bat  it  has  nowhere  expressly 
^venthe  power  to  constitute  a  supreme  conrL 
n  the  8d  artiole  it  is  said,  "  the  Judidal  powei 
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of  the  United  States  shall  be  7Mted  Id  one  Sd- 
preme  Ooort,  and  in  each  inferior  ooarto  as  the 
Oongreea  may  from  time  to  time  ordain  and 
eetablisli."  The  discretion,  which  is  here  ^ven 
to  Congress,-  is  confined  to  the  Inferior  courts, 
irbioh  it  mar  from  time  to  time  ordain  and 
establish,  and  not  to  the  Bnpreme  Ooart.  In 
the  discQBsion  which  took  plaoe  upon  the  bill 
to  repeal  the  Judtcisl  system  of  tiie  United 
States  in  the  year  1802,  this  diMinctioa  is 
MronRl5  in^ted  npon  by  the  advocates  for  the 
repeat  The  Supreme  Oomt  w«  s^d  to  be  the 
oreatmv  of  the  coDstitntion,  and,  therefore,  in- 
tangihle,  hat  that  Congress,  posoMding  a  discre- 
ticmary  power  to  create  or  not  to  create  inferior 
trihonals,  had  the  some  discretionary  power  to 
abolish  tbem  whenever  it  was  expedient.  Bat 
if  even  the  dtsoretionarj  power  here  Tested 
does  extend  to  the  Supreme  Cour^  ,yet  the 
power  of  Oongress  to  eatablish  that  court  must 
rest  npon  Implication,  and  upon  knplieetion 
alone.  Under  the  anthority  to  establish  tribu- 
nals inferior  to  the  Supreme  Conrt,  the  power 
to  rstablish  a  Supreme  Ooart  would,  according 
to  my  ideas,  be  vested  in  Congress  by  implica- 
tion. And,  MT,  it  is  only  vested  hy  implication, 
even  if  the.  declaration,  that  Congress  shall 
have'  power  to  paas  all  laws  neceasary  and 
proper  to  carry  into  effect  the  power  vested  in 
any  department  or  officer  of  the  Qovemment 
should  be  held  to  be  an  operative  grant.  Un- 
der this  grant,  Congress  can  pan  laws  to  oarry 
into  effect  the  oowers  veeted  in  the  judicial 
department  \  what  are  the  powers  veeted  in 
thia  department  That  it  sh^  exerdse  Juris- 
diction in  all  oasee  in  law  and  equity  arising 
under  this  constitntion,  &o.,  in  all  cases  s^ct- 
ing  ambasaadon,  &c,  bat  the  power  to  create 
the  department  and  to  carry  into  effect  the 
powers  given  to  or  vested  in  that  dapartment, 
are  very  different  things. 

Hie  power  to  create  the  Supreme  Conrt  can- 
not be  eipresaly  granted  in  the  power  to  pass 
all  laws  neoesaary  and  proper  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect the  powers  vested  in  that  conrt,  bnt  mnst^ 
as  I  have  endeavored  to  prove,  be  derived  from 
implioation.  Let  me  explain  my  nnderatanding 
□f  a  power  which  exista  by  implication,  by  an 
eiample  which  will  be  comprehended  by  all 
who  hear  me.  In  a  devise,  an  estate  is  granted 
to  A,  after  the  death  of  B,  and  no  express  dis- 
position is  made  of  the  estate  dnring  tiie  life  of 
A ;  in  that  case  A  ia  said  to  have  an  estate  fbr 
'  life,  by  implication,  in  the  property  so  devised. 
So  when  the  constitntion  givee  Oie  right  to 
create  tribunals  inferior  to  the  Snpreme  Court, 
the  right  to  create  the  Bnpreme  is  vested  in 
Congress  by  Implication.  Shall  we  after  this 
be  told  that  Congress  cannot  constitutionally 
exercise  any  right  bj[  implication!  By  the 
exercise  of  a  right  derived  only  fW>m  implica- 
tion. Congress  has  organized  a  Supreme  Ooort, 
and  then,  as  incidental  to  power,  existing  only 
by  implication,  it  hsa  passed  laws  to  punish  of- 
fences against  the  taw  by  which  the  court  has 
beoi  cTMted  and  oi^auJzed.    Sir,  the  right  of 


the  Oovemment  to  accept  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  exists  only  by  implicatica.  The  tigbt 
of  the  Qovermntoat  to  purchase  or  accept  of 
pUcea  for  the  erection  of  forts,  magsrinea,  arse- 
nals, and  dockyards,  exists  only  by  implication, 
and  yet  no  man  in  the  nation,  bo  &r  as  my 
knowledge  extends,  bos  complained  of  tiie  ei- 
erciae  of  those  implied  powen,  as  an  imooiuli- 
tutional  nsnrpation  of  power.  The  ri^t  to 
purchase  or  except  of  placea  for  the  ereeden 
of  light-housra,  as  well  as  the  right  to  ff«at 
and  support  IJght-housee,  most  be  derived  bj 
implication  alone,  if  any  BQch  right  eiiila.  Tb« 
olaose  in  the  constitntioa  which  gives  Congres 
the  power  "  to  exercise  exclusive  legiriatioD  in 
all  cases  whatsoever,  over  such  district  (not  ai- 
oeeding  ten  miles  sqnare)  as  may,  by  eesnv 
of  particnlar  States,  and  the  aeceplanoe  of  Gon- 
grees,  beocMne  the  seat  of  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  exercise  like  suthoritj 
over  all  places  purchased  by  the  consent  of  the 
LegisUtore  of  tiie  State  in  which  the  mow 
sbtdl  be,  for  the  erection  of  forts,  magiiinea, 
arsenals,  dockyards,  end  othw  needful  build- 
ings," certwnly  pves  no  express  power  to  ac- 
cept or  purchase  any  of  the  p|a^)es,  destined 
fbr  the  uses  therein  specified.  Tlie  only  power 
expressly  (^ven  in  this  clause  is  that  of  eiirdt- 
ing  exclusive  legislation  in  snch  placee  \  the 
ri^t  to  accept  or  purchase  must  be  derived  by 
implication  from  this  clause,  or  it  must  be  shown 
to  be  comprehended  in  or  incidental  to  seme 
other  power  expressly  delegated  by  tiie  consti- 
tution. I  shall  now  attempt  to  show,  thatu- 
cording  to  the  construction  which  has  been 
given  to  other  parts  of  this  oonstitntioo.  Con- 
gress has  the  right  to  incorporate  a  bank  to  en- 
able it  to  manage  the  fiscal  ooDcerna  of  the  as- 
tion.  If  this  ow  be  done,  and  if  it  can  also  be 
shown  that  the  correctness  of  snch  constractiwi 
has  never  excited  murmur  or  oompIaiQt— that 
it  has  not  even  been  qaeetiooed,  1  shall  have 
accomplished  every  thing  which  it  will  be  in- 
cnmhent  on  me  to  prove,  to  joatify  the  paaaag* 
of  the  bill  ap  on  yonr  table.  The  power  to  lay 
and  cofloct  taxca,  duties,  imposts  and  excises, 
together  with  the  power  to  pass  all  laws  which 
may  be  necessary  and  proper  fbr  carrying  inte 
effect  the  foregoing  powers,  when  tested  by  the 
same  rule  of  oonstroction  which  has  been  «►- 
plied  to  other  parts  of  the  constitntion,  fturiy 
invests  Coagreea  with  the  power  to  create  s 
bank.  Under  the  power  to  regalate  oommeK*, 
Congress  exercises  the  ri^t  of  building  tad 
supporting  [ight-hooscs.  What  do  we  and«- 
stand  by  regnlating  commerce!  Where  do 
jon  expect  to  find  r^nlations  of  commereel 
Will  any  man  look  for  them  any  where  else 
than  in  your  treaties  with  fbreign  nations,  and 
in  your  steCutes  reflating  your  cnstom-honMS 
and  custom-house  officers?  What  are  the  rea- 
sons for  vesting  Canpress  with  the  right  to 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and 
among  the  several  States!  The  commerce  of  a 
nation  is  a  matter  of  tlie  greatest  importaaca 
in  all  civilized  oonntries.    It  depends  upon  oom- 
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Cta  with  other  natioiis,  and  whether  Oity  ue 
eficisl  or  pr^adicial  dependaiiotso  roach  od 
the  redprocal  iaterest  of  natiooa  aa  upon  their 
eapacitj  to  defend  their  ligbtB  and  redrega 
their  wroiuts.  It  was  therefore  highlf  import- 
ant that  the  right  to  regulate  commerce  with 
foreign  nations  should  be  vested  in  tlie  National 
Oovemment.  If  the  regulatioa  of  oommerce 
among  the  scTer&l  States  had  been  left  with 
the  Btatea,  a  mnltiplicttj  of  cooflicting  regnla- 
tioDi  wonld  hare  been  the  conseqnencu.  £nd' 
less  colliaiona  would  have  been  created,  and 
that  h&rmon;  and  good  neighborhood,  so  eesen- 
tial.between  the  members  of  a  Federal  Bepnb- 
lic,  wotild  have  been  whollj  unattainable.  The 
be$t  interest  of  the  communitj,  therefore,  im- 
perioiielj  retjuired,  that  this  power  should  be 
delegated  to  Oongress.  Not  eo  of  light-honaes. 
The  uiterest  of  the  Stat«a  wonld  have  induced 
them  to  erect  Ught-house«,  where  they  were 
necesMTj,  and  when  erected  thej  would  have 
been  eqnallj  beneficial  to  their  own  vessels,  the 
vesels  of  their  sister  States,  and  of  foreign  na- 
tions. The  performance  of  thia  dnty  conld 
have  been  most  safely  confided  t«  the  Btntes. 
Thej  were  better  informed  of  the  situations  in 
which  thaj  ought  to  be  erected  than  Congress 
Gonld  jpoi^blj  be,  and  could  enforce  the  elocu- 
tion of  snch  regulations  as  might  lie  necesaar; 
to  make  them  nseful.  Bow  then  has  it  hap- 
pened that  Congress  has  taken  npon  itself  the 
right  to  erect  light-houaea,  under  their  general 
power  to  regulate  commerce)  I  have  heard 
and  seen  in  the  public  prints  a  great  deal  of 
unintelligible  Jargon  about  the  incidentality  of 
a  law  to  the  power  delegated  and  intended  to 
be  execnted  by  it,  and  of  its  relation  to  the  cud 
which,  ia  to  be  accomplished  b?  its  ezercise, 
which  I  acknowledge  I  do  not  clearly  and  dis- 
tinctly comprehend,  and  most  therefore  be  es- 
onsed  fW>m  answering.  I  nieak  now  of  the 
public  newspapers,  to  which  I  am  compelled  to 
raeort  to  ascert^n  the  objections  which  are 
made  to  this  nuiasnre,  as  gentlemen  have  per- 
severed in  refuung  to  assign  the  reasons  which 
have  induced  tbem  to  oppose  the  passage  of 
Ibe  bill-  Bnt,  ur,  I  can  clearly  comprehend 
that  the  ri^t  to  erect  ligfat'houses  is  not  ind- 
dentol  to  the  power  of  regulating  commerce, 
nnleSB  every  thing  is  incidental  to  that  power 
which  tends  to  facilitate  and  promote  the  pros- 
perity  of  commerce.  It  is  contended  that  under 
the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  imposts,  and 
dnties,  you  can  pass  all  laws  necessary  for  that 
parpose,  bnt  they  most  be  laws  to  lay  and  ool- 
lect  taxes,  imposts,  and  duties,  and  not  laws 
which  tend  to  promote  the  collection  of  taxes. 
A  law  to  erect  light-honsee  is  no  more  a  law  to 
regnlata  commerce,  than  a  law  creating  a  bank 
ii  a  law  to  collect  taxes,  imposts  and  duties. 
Bnt  the  erection  of  light-houses  tends  to  faciti< 
tate  and  promote  the  secorltj  and  prosperity 
of  cominerce,  and  in  an  eqt)a!  degree  the  erec- 
tion of  a  bank  tends  to  &cilitnt«  mA  insure  the 
ccUection,  safe-keeping,  and  transmission  of 
your  revenue.     If,  by  this  rule  of  construction, 


the  bank,  Congress  can,  as  incidental  to  iht 
power  to  regnlate  oommerce,  erect  lighii-houses, 
it  will  be  easy  to  show  that  the  same  right  may 
be  eiercised,'as  Incidental  to  the  pover  of  lay- 
ing and  collecting  duties  and  imposts.  Duties 
cannot  be  collected,  unless  vessels  importing 
dutiable  merchandise  arrive  in  port ;  whatever, 
therefore,  tends  to  secure  their  safo  arrival  may 
be  exercised  under  the  general  power  ;  the 
erection  of  light-bouses  does  facilitate  the  safe 
arrival  of  VMsels  in  port,  and  Congress  there- 
fore can  exercise  this  right  as  inoidental  to  the 
power  to  lay  imposts  and  duties. 

Bat  it  ia  said  the  advocates  of  the  bank  differ 
among  themsdves  In  fixing  npon  the  general 
power  to  which  the  right  to  create  a  bank  ia 
incidental,  and  that  this  difference  proves  that 
there  is  no  incidentolity,  to  nse  a  favorite  ex- 
pression, between  that  and  any  one  of  the  enu- 
merated general  powers.  The  same  reason  can 
be  urged,  with  equal  force,  against  the  eoDsti- 
tntionality  of  every  law  for  the  erection  of 
li^ht-houses.  Let  die  advocates  for  thia  doc- 
trine lay  their  finger  upon  the  power  to  wbldi 
the  right  of  erecting  light-honses  Is  incidental. 
It  can  be  derived  with  as  much  apparent  plaus- 
ibility and  reason  from  the  right  to  lay  duties, 
as  from  the  right  to  regnlate  commerce.  Who 
Is  there,  now,  in  this  body  who  has  not  voted 
for  the  erection  of  a  llght-hooset  And  no  man 
who  reads  one  of  these  will  believe  it  to  be  a 
regulation  of  commeroa  And  no  man  In  the 
nation,  so  far  aa  my  knowledge  extends,  has 
ever  compluned  of  the  exercise  of  this  power. 
The  right  to  erect  light-bonees  is  exercised,  be- 
oanse  the  conimerce  of  the  nation,  or  the  col- 
lection of  duties,  is  greatly  facilitated  by  that 
means ;  and,  sir,  the  right  to  create  a  bank  Is 
exercised  because  the  collection  of  your  reve- 
nue, and  the  safe-keeping  and  easy  and  speedy 
transmission  of  your  pablic  money  is  not  sim- 
ply facilitated,  but  becanse  these  important  ob- 
jects are  more  perfectly  secured  by  ttie  erection 
of  a  bank  than  they  can  be  by  any  other  means 
in  the  power  of  human  imagination  to  devise. 
We  say,  therefore^  In  the  words  of  the  consti- 
tution, that  a  bank  Is  neoeasary  and  proper,  to 
enable  the  Oovemment  to  carry  into  complete 
effect  the  ri^t  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  imposts, 
duties,  and  excises.  We  do  not  say  that  the 
existence  of  the  Government  absolutely  de- 
pends upon  the  operations  of  a  bank,  hot  that 
a  national  bank  enables  the  Government  to 
manage  its  fiscal  concerns  more  advantageonsly 
than  it  could  do  by  any  other  means.  The 
terms  necessary  and  proper,  according  to  the 
construction  given  to  every  part  of  the  oonsli- 
tntlon.  Imposes  no  limitation  upon  the  powers 
prevlonsty  delegated.  If  these  words  hod  been 
omitted  In  the  clause  giving  authority  to  pass 
laws  to  carry  into  execution  the  powetfi  vested 
by  the  constitution  In  the  National  Govern- 
ment, still  Congress  would  have  been  bonnd  to 
pass  laws  which  w'ere  necessary  and  proper, 
and  not  snch  as  were  unnecessary  and  improp- 
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er.  E»«7  legbdative  body,  every  person  In- 
vested  with  power  of  any  kind,  is  morally 
boand  to  om  only  thoee  meaoa  which  are  necee- 
aary  and  proper  for  the  correct  execution  of  the 
powers  delegated  to  them.  Bnt  it  ia  contend- 
ed, thnt  if  a  bank  is  necessary  and  proper  for 
the  management  of  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the 
nation,  yet  Congress  has  no  power  to  incorpo- 
rate one,  becanse  there  ore  State  banks  which 
may  be  resorted  to.  No  person  who  has  un- 
deHaken  to  disenn  this  qnestion  has,  as  far  u 
my  knowledge  extends,  ventured  to  declare 
that  a  bank  is  not  necessary.  Every  man  ad- 
mits, directly  or  indirectly,  the  necessin'  of  re- 
Bortiog  to  banks  of  some  kind.  This  admission 
is  at  least  an  apparent  abandonment  of  the  con- 
stitntional  otjection ;  for,  if  a  bank  is  neceeaary 
snd  proper,  Uien  have  Oongress  the  eonstitii- 
tdonat  right  to  erect  a  bank.  But  this  is  de- 
nied. It  is  contended  that  this  idea  rests  alone 
npon  the  presumption  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  is  wholly  independent  of  the 
State  governments,  which  is  not  the  fact;  that 
this  vary  law  is  dependent  npon  the  State  courts 
for  its  eiecDtioo.  This  is  certainly  not  the 
fAct  The  oonrts  of  the  United  States  have  de- 
cided, in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that  they 
have  cognizance  of  aU  oases  affecting  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  Sir,  it  is  tme  that  the 
Qovemment  of  the  United  States  is  dependent 
nncn  the  State  governments  for  its  organization. 
Members  of  both  Honses  of  Congress,  and  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  are  chosen  by 
the  State  governments,  or  nndor  the  authority 
of  their  laws.  But  it  is  equally  tme,  that 
wherever  the  con;titiition  confides  to  the  State 
governments  the  right  to  perform  any  act  in 
relation  to  the  Federal  Government,  it  imposes 
the  most  solemn  obligation  upon  them  to  per- 
form the  act  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  as  to  these  porticnlar  acts,  Is  the  oonsti- 
tntion  of  the  several  States,  and  their  fonction- 
aries  are  accordingly  sworn  to  support  it  Can 
it,  then,  be  serioasly  eontended,  that  because 
the  constitnUon  has  in  some  cases  made  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  dependent 
upon  the  State  governmenlA,  hi  all  which  cases 
it  has  imposed  the  most  solemn  obligations  upon 
them  to  act,  that  it  will  be  necessary  and  proper 
fbr  Congress  to  make  itself  dependent  npon 
them  in  coses  where  no  such  obligation  is  im- 
poaedf  The  constitntion  has  defined  all  the 
cases  where  this  Government  ought  to  be  de- 
dependent  npon  that  of  the  States;  and  it 
would  be  nnwise  and  improvident  for  os  to 
multiply  these  cases  by  legislative  acts,  espe- 
cially where  we  have  no  power  to  compel  them 
to  perform  the  act,  for  which  we  have  made 
ouraelves  thdr  dependents.  In  forming  a  per- 
manent system  of  refenue,  It  would  be  unwise 
in  Congress  to  rely,  for  its  collection  and 
transmission  from  one  extreme  of  this  extensive 
empire  to  the  other,  npon  any  accidental  dr- 
oumstauce,  wholly  beyond  thetr  power  or  con- 
troL  There  are  State  banks  in  almost  every 
State  in  the  Union,  bat  thdr  existence  is  wholly 
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independent  of  this  Government,  and  their  dim- 
lution  is  eqoally  so.  The  Secretarj  of  the 
Treasury  has  informed  yon  that  he  canceiieaa 
bank  is  necesury  to  the  legitimate  eierdn  nl 
the  powers  vested  by  the  constitution  in  tbt 
Government  I  know,  sir,  that  the  tettinooj' 
of  this  officer  will  not  he  very  highly  estinnttd 
by  several  bonorable  roemben  of  this  body.  I 
am  aware  that  this  opuilon  has  sabjected  him, 
and  tlie  committee  also,  to  the  most  Lnvidioas 
aspersionB ;  but,  sir.  the  situation  of  that  oSeer, 
independentof  bis  immense  talents,  euabtn  bio 
to  form  a  more  correct  opinion  than  any  otiicr 
man  in  the  nation  of  tlie  degree  of  neocM^ 
which  exists  at  the  present  time  for  a  nation^ 
bank,  to  enable  the  Government  to  manage  its 
fiscal  operations.  He  has  been  ten  years  at  tiis 
bead  of  your  Treasuiy;  he  is  thorou^Jy  ta- 
qnainted  with  the  inflnence  of  the  bank  qekib 
yonr  revenue  system ;  and  he  has,  when  ra&ti 
npon,  declared  that  a  bank  is  necessary  to  the 
proper  exercise  of  the  legitimate  powers  of  th« 
Government-  His  testimony  is  entitied  to  enat 
weight  in  the  decision  of  this  qnesdon,  allewt 
with  those  gentiemon  who  have  no  knowledze 
of  the  practical  e&bcts  of  the  operatiouE  of  me 
bank  In  the  collection,  saA-keeping,  and  tnac- 
mission  of  your  revenue.  In  the  selection  of 
means  to  earry  any  of  yoor  const  itotJODil 
powers  into  emct,  yon  must  exercise  a  sound 
discretion ;  acting  under  its  influmoe,  yon  viQ 
discover  that  what  is  proper  at  one  time  msy 
he  extremely  nnflt  and  improper  st  another. 
The  original  powers  granted  to  the  Government 
by  the  constitation  can  never  change  with  the 
varying  circumstances  of  the  country,  but  the 
means  hy  which  those  powers  are  to  be  canied 
into  effect  moat  necessarily  vary  with  the 
varying  state  and  circumstances  of  the  nation. 
We  are,  when  acting  to-daj,  not  to  inqiun 
what  means  were  neceaaary  and  proper  twenty 
years  ago,  not  what  were  neocncnry  and  proper 
at  the  organization  of  the  Government,  but  our 
inquiry  most  be,  what  means  are  nece^ary  and 
proper  thia  day.  The  constitution,  in  relation 
to  tbe  means  by  which  its  powers  are  to  beei- 
ecnted,  is  one  eternal  ti«w.  The  state  of  tbiogi 
now,  the  precise  point  of  time  when  we  are 
called  upon  to  ac^  mnst  determine  our  eboiee 
in  the  selection  of  means  to  execute  the  dele- 
gated powers. 

Mr.  Xloyd.— Mr.  Fraident :  This  is  indeed, 
sir,  an  up-hill,  wind-miU  »ort  of  warfiue— a 
novel  mode  of  le^aJative  proceeding.  That  i 
bill  should  be  brought  in  on  a  very  important 
subject  which  has  been  long  under  comider*- 
tiou,  and  that  a  gentieman  should  move  to  strike 
ont  the  first  section  of  tbe  biU,  which  compr^ 
all  ita  vitality,  (for  it  is  the  first  section  wbich 
provides  for  the  continn&nce  of  the  bank,)  and 
should  be  supported  in  it,  without  deigning  to 
assign  any  other  reasons  than  may  l>e  derired 
from  newspaper  publications,  which  are  so 
crude  and  volnminons  that  not  one  man  ont  at 
ten  will  so  fiu'  misspend  his  time  as  to  take  the 
trouble  to  read  them,  is  indeed  extiaordiDBr;. 
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StiO,  if  Kentlemen  ohooie  to  adopt  this  dnmb 
Krt  of  lepalatioa,  and  are  detonniDod  to  take 
the  qaestion  wilhoat  offering  any  Arguments  In 
loppart  of  tlieir  opiniope,  I  oert&inlj  ebonld 
sot  IkSTe  interfered  with  their  wishes,  had  I 
not  been  a  member  of  the  committee  who  hod 

Xrted  the  bil],  who  bod  beard  the  testimony 
ed  b;  two  very  reBpeotable  delegations  Irom 
Philadelphia ;  one  from  the  master  mannfao- 
tnren  and  mechanics  of  the  city,  and  the  other 
from  tbe  merchants;  and  had  I  not  taken 
miaatas  of  this  testimony,  whloh  I  find  it  is 
expected  irom  me  that  I  should  relate  to  the 


Bir,  J  consider  the  n 


)  to  strike  ont,  now 


its  detula  or  modlfioations ;  it  therefore  ap- 
pears to  me  in  order,  to  take  into  conaideration 
onlj  the  material  prindple  of  the  bill;  that  is, 
wbkber  it  be  proper  Uiat  the  charter  of  the 
bank  shoald  be  renewed  on  any  terms  wbat- 
•nr,  let  those  terms  be  what  they  may. 

Sir,  it  is  admitted  by  the  Secretarr  of  the 
^vssnry,  in  his  eommnnicatioDS  to  Oongrees, 
that  the  concerns  of  this  bank  have  been  "  skil- 
frdh  and  wisely  managed,"  that  ^le  bank  has 
made  a  very  limited  and  moderate  nse  of  the 
public  moneys  deported  with  it;  and  that  It 
nas  greatly  facilitated  the  operations  of  QoT- 
omneDt  by  the  safe-keeping  and  transmiarioD 
of  the  pnblic  moneye.  It  has  at  all  limes  met 
the  wiaties  of  tbe  GoTernment  in  maldog  loans. 
H  has  done  this  even  at  dz  per  cenL,  while  the 
GOTemment  have  be«n  obliged,  in  one  instance, 
for  a  oonsiderable  amoant  to  pay  eight  per  cent. 
to  other  persona  for  the  loans  obtuned  from 
them.  It  is  admitted,  sir,  that  the  bank,  at  the 
nqneet  of  the  Treasury  Department,  has  eetab- 
liabed  branches  for  the  parpose  of  fooUitating 
&e  operations  at  tiie  Government  at  plocee 
where  such  establishments  could  not  bnt  oe  in- 
convenient to  them  in  point  of  management, 
and  disadvantageons  in  point  of  profit.  I  al- 
Inde  n>ore  particnlorly,  sir,  to  the  branches  of 
tte  Laok  which  has  been  established  at  New 
(Means  and  at  Washington.  We  have  been 
told  tMn  session,  sir.  by  a  gentleman  fh>m  Hary- 
laud,  (ICr.  SiQTH,)  that  the  Territory  of  Orleans 
is  a  very  wealthy  one,  that  it  probably  contains 
agreater  number  of  rich  inhabitants,  for  its  pop- 
nlation,  than  any  other  district  in  the  Union. 
Sa,  if  this  1>e  tbe  iaot,  ot  whom  does  this 
wealthy  population  consist  t  Not  of  the  in- 
habitants, bnt  of  the  planters;  men  who  are 
ttcA  borrowers  of  the  bank,'  who,  when  Uiey  re- 
aline  the  aaJee  of  their  prodnoe,  invest  the  anrplns 
proceeda  of  it  beyond  tbeir'  expeoditnre  in  the 
Amds,  or  in  the  acquisition  of  new. lands,  or  in 
tlte  pnrchase  of  an  additional  number  of  ne- 
groes. Bir,  it  ia  notorions,  thatfrmn  tlie  recent 
poBseasioD  by  the  ITnited  States  at  Loninana, 
and  tbe  certainty  that  New  Orleans  must  soon 
be  the  emporinm  of  an  immense  western  oom* 
mere,  that  city  has  become  more  the  resort  of 
the  joung,  the  adv^taroDa,  tto  enterpri^g 


and  tbe  rash  among  the  mercantile  men  of  onr 
conntrj,  than  any  other  city  in  the  Union ;  and 
it  is  obvioui  air,  in  proportion  as  the  borrowers 
from  a  bank  contest  of  persons  of  this  de- 
BoriptioD,  in  the  same  proportion  mnal  the  inr- 
onmstanoes  of  SQch  bank  be  nnsound ;  and 
without  posseasing  any  piLrticalar  knowledge 
whatever  on  the  state  of  this  bank,  if  the  ool- 
lections  of  its  debts  ere  speedily  made,  I  woidd 
not  make  tbe  purchase  at  a  disoonnt  of  twen^- 
five  per  cent,  from  the  nominal  amount  of 

Sir,  we  canjndge  with  more  accnracy  when 
we  come  nearer  bome.  Whatisthe  state  of  the 
hank  in  this  city!  What  the  ability  of  its 
debtorstomeettheirengagementsf.  Itisstated 
the  branch  has  a  loan  oat  here  of  fbnr  hundred 
tboaaaBd  dollars.  Where  is  the  navigation  t — 
where  the  wealthy  merchants? — where  are  the 
opulent  tradesmen  f — the  extensive  maunfco- 
tnrKV,  to  reftind  this  money,  when  tbey  are 
called  on  to  do  it  I  Sir,  they  are  not  to  be 
fbnnd ;  they  do  not  exist  here ;  there  are  but 
very  few  opoleatmen  in  the  city,  and  those  are 
either  not  borrowers  of  the  bank,  or  not  bor- 
rowerstoananAnintof anyimportanoe.  Where, 
then,  is  the  money  to  be  found,  or  what  has 
been  done  with  it  t  It  has  probably  been  taken 
ODt  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  build 
up  the  five  or  six  District  banks  which  you 
hav»  ohartered  tbe  present  sesNon ;  to  fiimish 
the  means  ttf  ereot^  the  fll^  or  sixty  brick 
houses  which  we  are  told  have  made  their  ap- 
pearance doling  the  last  Summer ;  to  encourage 
speoulatioDB  in  otty  lots,  and  t«  enable  the  pro- 
prietors to  progreas  witji  the  half-finisbed  canal 
whioh  nearly  ^otns  us.  Well,  sir,  it  tbe  bank 
promptly  o^  in  its  loan  of  four  hundred  thon- 
aand  doUarB,  will  tbe  debtors  be  enabled  to  meet 
their  payments!  Can  they  sell  these  lots,  these 
brick  houses,  these  canal  shares?  No,  sir,  in 
snch  a  state  of  things  they  could  find  no  pur- 
chasers, tbey  oonld  nearly  as  well  create  a  world 
as  to  furnish  the  money ;  and  if  the  bank  is  to 
stop,  and  the  payment  of  this  debt  be  speedily 
coerced,  I  would  not  give  two  himdred  thousand 
dollars  for  the  whole  of  it. 

In  addition  to  this,  I  ehall  show  presently, 
from  testimony  whioh  cannot  be  controverted,  ■ 
that  the  oondact  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  or  its  directors,  or  rather  the  stookhold- 
ers,  whose  agents  they  are,  in  addition  to  being 
wise  and  akilful,  and  moderat«,  as  the  BecKta- 
ry  of  tbe  Treasury  states  them  to  have  been, 
that  they  have  also  been  honorable,  and  liberal, 
and  impartial ;  and  if,  in  addition  to  this,  it  be 
proved  that  the  book  has,  in  every  instance 
whwe  it  had  the  ability  to  do  it,  tnet  the  wishes 
of  the  Government,  and  to  bcilitate  its  views 
in  the  seourit;  and  collection  of  the  revenue,  it 
has  also  established  branches  where  it  must 
have  been  obvioudy  and  palpably  to  tbe  disad- 

itage  <^  tbe  bonk  to  do  ilr-if  it  has  famished 

^ilals  for  the  extennou  of  oar  commerce,  if  it 

has  provided  means  for  the  establishment  of 

Important  manufactories,  if  it  haa  had  a  tenden- 
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cj  to  raue  the  price  of  oar  domeatlo  produce, 
and  has  thus  enconraged  indostiy,  and  improved 
end  embeirisbed  the  interior  of  the  conntry — it 
would  seem  pretty  strongly  to  folloir,  that  if  it 
bQ  expedient  to  preeerva  the  eziftenoe  of  an 
institution  similar  to  tliis,  then  these  gentle- 
men, on  the  score  of  merit,  added  to  the  expe- 
rience of  twenty  years'  8ucoe8Hfn]oper«tiwn,3iBTe 
A  lair  claim'  on  the  Oovemment  for  a  [Hefer- 
ence  in  favor  of  tliat  which  Is  already  in  oftn- 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  it  may  be  stated  in  op- 

Kition  to  this  daim,  that  tiiese  stockholders 
'e  enjoyed  a  boon  for  twenty  years  iVom 
which  oUiera  of  their  fellow-citizens  have  been 
deprived,  except  on  snch  terms  as  the  seUere  of 
shares  chose  to  prescribe ;  that  the  charter  ex- 
pires \>j_  its  own  limitationj  and  that  beyond 
this  period  they  have  no  right  to  expect  any 
thing  which  may  not  arise  from  the  interest 
and  convenience  of  the  Government.  I  admit, 
sir,  there  is  considereble  strength  in  these  ob- 
jections. The  eiclnsive  right  contajned  in  the 
oharter  ever  appteared  to  me  as  famishing  the 
roost  solid  constitntional  objection  ag^nst  the 
bank.  The  creation  of  monopohes ;  die  grant- 
ing of  eiclnsive  privileges,  except  so  fur  as  to 
secure  to  the  authors  of  nsefnl  mven^ons  the 
benefit  of  their  discbveriee ;  the  tying  np  of  the 
hands  of  the  Legislature,  and  deriving  itaelf  of 
the  power  of  according  to  a  set  of  citizens,  who 
may  come  into  legal  existence  to-morrow,  or 
ten  jeara  heqce,  what  it  had  given  to  another; 
ever  appeared  to  me  hostile  to  the  genins  and 
spirit  of  the  people  of  the  Umted  States,  and  of 
all  their  institutions.  Highly  then,  sir,  as  I  am 
induoed  to  think  of  the  conduct  of  this  bank, 
from  the  best  evidence  I  can  obtain,  still,  from 
the  ocmsiderationB  I  liave  Jnst  mentioned,  did 
the  question  now  before  os  simply  affect  the 
stockholders,  I  should  certainly  not  trouble 
the  Senate  with  any  remar)cs  in  reference  to  it, 
and  should  sit  down  in  entire  acquiescence, 
whether  the  prayer  of  their  petition  for  the  re- 
newal of  the  charter  of  the  bank  were  granted 
or  r^ected. 

Sir,  before  quitting  this  idea  of  oonstitutional 
oliyecUon,  permit  me  to  make  one  or  two  brief 
remarks  in  regard  to  it  It  is  imposuble  for 
the  ingenuity  of  man  to  devise  any  written  sys- 
tem of  government,  which,  after  alapseof  timc^ 
extension  of  empire,  or  change  of  circnmstan- 
ces,  shall  be  able  to  carry  ita  own  provisions 
into  operation — henoe,  sir,  the  indispensable 
necessity  of  implied  or  resulting  powers,  and 
hence  the  provision  in  the  constitution  that  the 
QoTcmment  should  exercise  such  addition^ 

flowers  as  were  neoessary  to  carry  those  that 
lad  been  delegated  into  effect.  Sir,  if  this 
coiintry  pies  on  increasing  and  extmiding,  in 
the  ratio  it  has  done,  it  is  not  impossible  that 
hereafter,  to  provide  for  all  the  new  obms  that 
may  rise  under  this  new  state  of  things,  the  de- 
fined powers  may  prove  only  a  text,  and 'the 
implied  or  reeoltiug  powers  may  fnrnish  the 
cenuon  to  it. 


Permit  me,  tur,  to  put  one  qnestion  on  this 
bead,  in  addition  to  tboee  so  ably,  and  to  ray 
view,  nnanswerably  put  yesterday  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Ur.  Cbat- 
FOBD.)  WhenccL  sir,  do  yon  get  the  ri^t, 
wh<woe  do  yon  derive  tbe  powers  to  erect  cus- 
tom-houses in  the  maritime  districts  of  the 
United  States?  To  attach  to  them  ten,  fifteen, 
or  twenty  custom-house  officers;  and  dotfae 
these  men  with  authority  to  invade  the  donii- 
dle,  to  break  into  the  dwelling-house  of  per- 
haps an  tnnooent  citizen^?  Whence  do  yon  get 
it,  sir,  exoept  as  an  implied  power  resulting 
from  the  aotbority  given  in  the  constitation 
"  to  lay  and  cuUeot  taxes,  dntiea,  imposts,  and 
exdses)"  If,  nnder  this  authority,  yon  cw) 
erect  these  custom-houses  and  creato  this  aui- 
nicipal,  fiscal,  inqnisitorial  gm*  fTarmerU,  with 
liberty  to  violate  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  to 
break  into  his  castle  at  midniriit,  without  eves 
a  form  of  warrant,  on  a  plaosibie  appearvnoe  of 

Erobability,  or  probable  cause  of  sospicion  at 
is  secretiiig  smnggled  goods,  which  the  event 
may  prove  to  be  nnfoonded— and  it  will  be  re- 
eolleeted  that  a  nu^ority  of  Coogreea  voted  for 
tbe  grant  of  this  power  in  its  most  offensive  fono, 
when  two  years  unce  they  voted  for  the  act 
enforcing  the  embargo — I  say,  air,  if  nnder  ^ia 
general  power  to  collect  duties,  yon  can  erect 
the  establishment  and  give  the  offeuNve  power 
just  mentaoned,  can  you  not,  with  the  concsr- 
renoe  even  of  the  citizens,  adopt  another  mora 
mild  and  naefnl  mode,  and  create  ap  establish- 
ment for  the  oolleotion  and  safekeeping  of  the 
revenue,  and  place  it  under  the  direction  of  ten 
or  twelve  directors,  and  christw  it  an  office  of 
discount  and  deposit,  or  of  collectioa  and  pay- 
ment, as  yon  Uke  best?  And  can  you  not, 
when  yoD  have  thus  created  it,  give  to  the  di- 
rectors a  power,  which  perhaps  thay  won^ 
have  without  your  grant,  to  receive  and  te^ 
tbe  cash  of  those  who  choose  to  place  it  wito 
them  and  to  loan  them  money  at  the  legal  ra(« 
of  interest,  and  in  some  places,  as  at  New  York, 
at  nearly  fifteen  per  cent,  above  the  legal  ral« 
of  interest?  If  you  can  do  this,  then  yon  have 
yonr  bank  established,  sir — and,  most  aasoi  " 
if  you  can  do  one  of  these  things  yon  o 
the  other. 

Sir,  the  constitntional  objection  to  this  bank,, 
on  the  ground  that  Oongresa  had  not  the  power 
to  grant  an  act  of  incorporation,  has  ever  ap- 
peared to  me  the  most  unsound  and  nntonnblet 
Still  gentlemen  of  intelligenoe  and  integrity, 
who  have  thought  long  and  deeply  on  the  snb- 
JBct,  think  differently  from  me :  and  I  fed 
bound  to  respect  tlieir  opinions,  however  op- 
posed  they  may  be  to  my  own.  Tet,  sir,  I  will 
venture  to  predict,  without  feeliEig  any  anxie^ 
for  the  fate  of  the  prophecy,  that  abotdd  this 
bank  be  suffered  to  run  doiyn,  such  will  be  the 
state  of  things  before  this  time  twelve  months, 
that  there  are  other  gentlemen,  who  at  present 
have  constitutional  ol^ections,  but  who  have 
not  thought  so  long  and  deeply  upon  them,  who 
will,  before  that  time,  reoeiva  such  a  flood  ik 
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iutdfiKenoe,  as  on  thia  hMtd  perftotly  to  di«pel 
tlieir  cfoQbtH,  and  qniet  their  oonscienoce. 

Sir,  I  shall  now  proceed  u  briefly  as  may  be 
fn  m  J  power  to  state  the  dtaatioii  of  this  bank 
Ml  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  and  the  eSbota 
DD  the  oommnnitj  conseqaent  on  it  There  b 
now  dne  to  the  bank  from  individnalB  fifteen 
millions  of  doDars.  These  fifteen  miUions  of 
dollon  innst  be  collected — the  power  of  the 
b«nk  to  graiit  ditconnta  will  have  ceased,  and 
the  iatj  at  the  direct«»8  roast  require  them 
to  make  the  collection.  Bit,  bow  is  this  to  be 
done?  Whence  ran  the  money  be  obtunedf 
I  shall  demonstrate  to  yoa  presently,  that  al< 
ready,  from  an  apprehension  of  a  non-renewal 
of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  biuine«8  is  nearly  at 
a  stand — that  navigation,  real  estate,  and  mer- 
cbaadise  are  nnsalable;  and  that  a  man  worth 
one  hondred  thonsand  dollars,  at  the  recently 
rated  valne  of  property,  and  owing  ten  tbon- 
Mnd  dollat^  most  still  be  ntterly  nnable  to  meet 
his  engagements.  Suppoee,  nr,  this  property 
oonristB  in  honaes  or  ghippiDg;  snppoee  his 
warehonse  is  frtlt  of  goods,  and  he  has  a  large 
snm placed  at  his  credit  in  England!  If,  sir, 
be  CMi  neither  Bel]  his  ships  nor  liis  goods — if  he 
cannot  sell  bla  real  estate  nor  soarcely  pYO 
away  his  exchange,  which  hitherto,  to  men  who 
had  money  in  England,  has  been  a  never-Auling 
source  of  supply  in  case  of  need;  I  say  nnder 
tbeoe  (droimisbutcefl,  mr,  whatever  may  be  his 
'  property,  he  ctunot  meet  his  engagements.  Sir, 
out  men  thos  situated,  solvent  as  they  ought  to 
be  ten  times  over,  find  relief  from  the  State 
bauka  t  Gert^ty  not,  sir.  These  banks  have 
abeady  gone  to  the  extreme  length  of  Iheir 
atnlitT ;  they  have  always  disoonnted  to  an 
monnt  in  proportion  to  their  capital  exceeding 
that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  is 
inoontrovertihly  proved  by  the  dividends  they 
hare  declared,  which  have  at  moat  universally 
equalled  and  fluently  exceeded  those  of  the 
^nk  of  the  United  States,  notwithstanding  the 
idvantage  enjoyed  by  the  latter  from  the  de- 
podt  of  pnblic  moneys.  Sir,  so  far  trtaa  hav- 
[19  it  in  thcnr  power,  in  the  case  of  the  dissok- 
tion  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea,  to  asaist 
the  debton  to  that  bank  in  meeting  thmr  en- 
ngetnenta  to  it — I  affirm  the  foot,  on  which  I 
hare  myoelf  a  perfect  reliance,  that,  take  the 
Stat«  banks  frtun  Boston  to  Washington,  and 
after  p^ing  their  debts  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  they  have  not,  nor  do  I  believe 
t&ey  have  hsd,  for  riz  months  back,  specie 
encMi^  to  pay  the  debts  due  to  their  depoeit- 
ora,  and  the  amount  of  their  bills  in  oircolatJon. 
And  here  I  beg.  it  to  be  observed,  that  bank 
bills  and  bank  deporits^  or  credits,  are  precise- 
ly the  same  thing — with  this  difference,  that 
ue  latter,  frotn  the  reodence  in  the  neighlwr- 
hood  of  the  banks,  and  die  vJAilance  of  the 
proprietora,  woald  be  the  first  cafied  tor.  How 
idk  is  it  then  to  expect  to  obtain  relief  fl'om 
banks  which  have  already  extended  themselves 
beyond  the  bounds  of  prudence,  and  have  not 
even  at  present  the  abihty  to  meet  their  exist- 
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ing  engagementsf  It  might  nearly  aa  well  be 
expected,  that  a  man  who  was  already  a  bank-  - 
rapt  shonld  prop  and  support  his  failing  neigh- 
Sir,  much  has  been  recently  said  of  the 
amount  of  specie  in  the  United  Btates.  Theo- 
retical men  have  made  many  apd  vague  con- 
Jectnree  about  it,  for  after  all  it  most  net  npon 
coiyecture;  some  liave  estimated  it  at  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars — some  twelve,  some  twenty,  and 
some  newspaper  scribblers  at  forty  millions  of 
dollars.  Sir,  I  do  not  believe  that  for  the  last 
ten  years  the  United  States  have  at  any  time 
been  more  bare  of  specie  than  at  the  present 
moment  A  fbw  years  sinoe,  specie  Sowed  in 
upon  us  in  abandance.  This  reenlted  prind- 
pally  from  an  .operation  of  a  very  singular  and 
peculiar  nature.  The  Spanish  Oovemuient,  as 
it  was  then  understood,  agreed  to  pay  to  France 
a  very  largo  sum  of  money — many  millions  of 
dollars,  the  precise  number  I  am  unable  to 
state,  ftom  her  poeeessionB  in  South  America. 
France  contracted  with  a  celebrated  Engli^ 
banking  house,  as  was  said  at  the  time,  with 
either  the  ooncnrrince  or  connivance  of  the 
English  Government,  that  this  money  should 
be  obtained  tliroDgh  the  United  States.  These 
bankers,  by  their  agent,  ooutracted  with  certain 
American  houses,  principally  I  believe  in  Balti- 
more, for  the  importation  of  this  specie  from  La 
Vera  Cmz  into  Uie  United  States,  ttom  whence 
iras  not  trausinitted  in  coin  to  Enrope,  but 
eated  In  adventarcs  in  the  shipmenta  of  pro- 
duce, the  proceeds  of  which  ultimately  go  mto 
the  hands  of  these  bankers  in  London,  or  of 
their  friends  on  the  oontlnent,  from  whom  it 
was  finally  realized  by  the  French  Government, 
either  by  drafts  from  Fans,  or  remittances  to 
that  city.  This  operation  hod  a  trebly  favora- 
ble effect  on  the  United  States — it  made  for- 
Mme  of  the  merchants,  it  furnished  the 
means  of  shipments  to  Europe,  and  it  also  pro- 
vided the  funds  for  adventnree  to  the  East 
Indies  and  to  China.  But  this  contract  baa 
now  been  finished  some  years;  and  unce  that 
time  there  has  been  a  oonstant  dndn  of  specie 
from  the  country.  Where  it  ia  in  future  to  tje 
procnred  from,  I  know  not  Not  from  Sonth 
America.  Specie  is,  I  believe,  protected  from 
iiportation  Oiere,  except  to  Sp^n.  From  Spain 
ve  cannot  get  it— to  a  great  part  of  what  waa 
Spain  we  have  now  scarcely  any  trade.  From 
France  it  cannot  be  obtained,  for  if  we  can  get 
it  there  even  by  license,  we  are  obUged  to  bring 
back  her  produce  or  mannfsctnres.  Prom  Ens- 
land  it  cannot  be  imported — it  is  now  made 
highly  penal  to  attempt  to  send  it  ont  of  the 
kingdom.  With  South  America  we  have  but 
littie  trade — hitherto  we  frimished  them  witli 
smnggled  or  licensed  European  and  India  gootb ; 
but  now  the  markets  are  flooded  with  these 


the  ahippera.  For  theee  reason&it  is  difSonlt 
find  a  veetiel  sailing  from  the  United  States 
the  ^w^  porta  in  Sonth  America.    These 
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are  among  the  reasons  whj  the  (uaonnt  of  spe- 
cie now  in  the  oonntiy  is  small,  and  has  for 
Botne  time  past  been  gradoallj  leosening.  Sir, 
withoDt  iudolging  in  vagae  coiyectnras,  what 
are  the  best  data  we  bave  to  form  an  estimate 
of  the  amoQDt  of  specie  in  the  ooantrj  t  The 
Bank  of  the  likiitea  States  has  five  miUioos  of 
dollars  in  its  ranlta.  In  Boston  there  are  three 
State  hanks— in  New  Tork  I  beliera  fonr,  Phil- 
adelphia four,  and  Baltimore  dght — call  these 
nineteen  twenty,  and  allow  on  an  average  one 
hundred  and  nftj  tiionsand  dollars  specie, 
which  probably  ia  as  mnch  as  they  generally 

Sossess,  and  this  will  make  three  millions  of 
oIIbtb  ;  this  amount,  united  to  the  sum  in  the 
vaults  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  gives 
mght  millions  of  dollan — to  which,  if  yon  ^low 
two  millions  of  doUars  for  a  loose  drcntation  of 
n)ecie,  yon  get  an  aggregate  of  ten  millions  of 
dollars.  We  are  sometimes  told  of  the  lor^ 
sums  of  money  hoarded  in  oar  country  by  indi- 
viduals— probably  there  may 
the  German  farmers  in  Fenns< 
more  in  that  State  than  in  ^ij 
others  in  the  Union;  but  still  of  no  great 
amonnt — the  repntation  of  a  little  money  pos- 
sessed in  this  way  eauly  swells  into  a  large 
snm.  At  any  rate,  let  the  amount  be  what  it 
may,  in  time  of  distreas  and  mistrust,  it  wonid 
afford  no  addition  to  your  circniating  mediom; 
for  it  is  precisely  in  times  like  these,  that  men 
who  boud  money  will  lock  it  up  most  securely. 
Sir,  the  eiTcalation  of  our  country  is  at  pres- 
ent emphatically  a  paper  rircnlation — very  lit- 
tle specie  passes  in  exchange  between  individ- 
nals — it  is  a  oircolation  bottomed  on  bank  pa- 
per and  bank  credits,  am onnting  perhaps  to  fifty 
millions  of  dollars.  And  on  what,  sir,  does  this 
drcnlationrest!  It  rests  npon  the  t^  miUions 
of  dollars,  if  that  he  the  amount  of  spede  in  the 


millions  of  dollars  to  ooUeot — call  it  ten,  sir — 
nobody  will  dispute  this — no  one  will  pretend 
that  this  bank  is  not  solvent — the  remnant  of 
its  snrplns  dividends,  and  the  interest  it  will 
have  earned,  will  be  snfflcient  to  cover  its  loases 
at  New  Orleans,  at  Washington,  and  perhaps 
elsewhere.  In  what  are  these  ten  millions  of 
dollars  to  be  collected  1  In  bank  bills,  the  credit 
of  which  is  at  least  donhtfblt  No,  sir,  in  spe- 
cie ;  and  when  this  is  entirely  withdrawn  from 
the  State  banks,  and  the  banks  are  nnable  to 
pay  the  money  for  their  bills,  who  does  not  see 
that  this  confidence  is  instantly  destroyed — that 
the  babble  bnrsts — that  floods  of  paper  bills  will 
be  poarcd  in  upon  them,  which  tney  wUl  be 
nuable  to  meet,  and  wliicn  will  for  a  time  be  as 
worthless  as  oak  leaves — that  the  banks  them- 
selves most,  at  least  temporarily,  become  bank- 
'mpts,  and  that  a  prostration  of  credit,  and  all 
those  hftbita  of  pnnctnality  which  for  twenty 
year&  we  have  been  striving  so  saoceesfully  t4> 
eatabuah,  will  inevitably  ensue,  and,  with  them, 
also,  there  must  be  suspended  the  commerce, 
tiie  industry  and  mannfiwtiires  of  the  country ; 
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I  will  now  make  a  very  few  remarks  on  the 
effects  which  the  dissolntion  of  the  bank  will 
have  on  the  revenue  and  fiscal  conoems  ot  the 
country.  Canit  beBnpposed,sir,  thatthe  sonroa 
to  which  will  be  imputed  the  diatrees  tbat  will 
have  flowed  from  this  event,  will  be  t^  first  10 
be  thought  of  to  he  goarded  against  a  participa- 
tion of  die  evils  that  will  result  from  it,  in  pre- 
ference to  the  claims  of  the  most  intimate 
friends  and  connections!  No,  sir,  the  bonds dna 
to  the  United  States  will  be  collected  only  at 
the  tail  of  an  eiecution.  Bnt  1  mean  not  to 
press  this  consideration.  Admit,  for  a  momuit, 
that  they  will  all  be  eqoally  well  ccdleoted— 
that  they  will  be  pMd  as  usual,  althoo^  it  it 
palpable  that  for  a  consideraUe  time  the  mer- 
chants will  be  unable  to  find  the  means  to  pay 
them :  yet,  admit,  sir,  that  the  money  is  oi- 
lected  in  the  State  banks,  how  is  it  to  be  traoa- 
milted  t  It  must  come  to  the  centre  of  the  seat 
of  Government ;  very  tittle  of  the  pnUic  vmokj 
is  expended  in  the  Northern  section  of  the 
Union.  Will  it  come  from  the  Eastward,  inlMlli 
of  the  State  banks  I  Penobscot  bank  Irilk 
sometimes  will  not  pan  in  Boston  \  Boston  bUb 
pass  with  difficulty  in  New  York  or  Philadel- 
phia; and  the  bills  of  New  York  State  bonks 
probably  would  not  be  readily  current  in  Wash- 
ington. You  mnst,  then,  sir,  if  Boston  givea  yon 
a  revenue  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  transmit 
the  greater  part  of  it  to  the  seat  of  Govemment, 


dollars  of  specie  in  our  town,  and,  Imay  almost 
venture  to  say,  never  had.  Suppose  you  nuks 
this  transmission  once,  can  yon  do  it  a  aeccxid 
time  t  No,  sir,  the  thing  is  utterly  impraotic*- 
ble.  You  must  adopt  some  other  mode.  Ex- 
change between  the  diSermt  citiea  will  not 
reach  tha  case ;  frequeutiy  it  cannot  be  pur- 
chased ev^n  for  an  insignificant  amount. 

Sir,  wiU  your  money,  when  oolle(d«d,  be  safe 
in  the  State  banks  I  Of  this  I  am  extremetr 
doubtful.  BolicitetioDS  will  undoubtedly  be 
made  for  it  from  all  qnarters.  They  have  al- 
ready been  made.  In  one  instance,  I  am  bdd, 
sir,  the  agent  of  a  bank,  even  during  th«  taw 
past  weeks,  has  been  here  for  the  purpoae — thai 
suddenly  the  agent  was  gone,  and  in  a  few  d^a 
'*  was  discovered  that,  owing  to  the  fjsihm  <tf 
3  of  the  debtors  te  the  hank  which  he  rqm- 
ited,  (a  groat  broker,}  the  stock  hod  &Ilaa  ia 
a  day  near  20  per  cent.  What  waa  this  tlm 
evidence  oi^  but  that  those  who  were  moat  in- 
terested in  this  bank,  the  stockholders  who  were 
on  the  spot,  and  best  acqaainted  with  ita  solid- 
ity, were  willing  to  wash  their  handa  (rf  their 
concern  in  it,  at  slmoat  any  rate  of  soarificet 
Sir,  I  only  stete  this,  as  it  was  here  reported.  I 
have  no  personal  knowledge  on  the  sntfject. 
But  will  you  trust  your  funds  with  a"  '"  "'" 
tion  thus 
tmsled  e< 
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Fduubt,  1811.] 

WmirasDAi,  Febrnarj  18. 
The  credentials  of  ITiobolab  Giliun,  appoint- 
ed ■  Senator  by  tb;  Legislature  of  tlie  State  of 
New  Hunpfihire,  fbr  the  tenn  of  rix  jean,  oom- 
menong  on  the  4th  day  of  March  next,  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  mt  file. 

TaoaawT,  February  14. 

Bant  of  lAa  Vhited  Statm. 

The  Senate  remmed,  ai  ia  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  coDtinae  in  force 

on  act,  entitled  "  As  act  to  iacorporate  the  Bob- 

wnbcra  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stetea," 

paaeed  on  the  2Sth  of  Febmary,  ITSl. 

The  qnestion  being  to  Btrike  oat  the  first  eeo- 

llr.  QiLBs. — Mr.  Prendent :  It  is  with  great 
reloctanoe  that  I  find  myself  compelled  to  enter 
into  the  diacQ«ion  oftheralyect  now  nndcr  tbe 
eoDsideration  of  the  Senate,  bat  the  observations 
which  fell  from  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  Cbxwford)  were  of  snoh  a  char- 
acter aa  to  impoHe  on  me  an  irrceistible  obliga- 
tion to  present  that  view  of  the  snbjeot  which 
has  reenlted  fh)m  tbe  best  reflections  I  have 
been  enabled  to  bestow  on  it.  This  obligation 
arises  front  the  very  high  respect  I  entertain  for 
tbe  Legielatore  of  the  State  I  have  the  honor  to 
repreeent,  the  great  rcepect  I  feel  for  the  gen- 
tlwutn  who  made  the  observations,  as  well  as 
from  the  respect  which  is  manifestly  due  to  my- 
self. In  execnting  this  unpleasant  task,  I  labor 
Bnder  circnmatanoes  of  peculiar  embarrassment. 
This  embarnusment  arises  from  a  conviction 
that  the  Tiews  of  the  soyect  now  proposed  to 
be  exhibited  will  disappoint  the  expectations 
both  of  the  oppoeers  and  the  favovers  of  the  bilL 
and  that  they  will  not  be  acceptable  to  dther.  I 
riiall  not,  however,  in  this  instance,  depart  from 
ray  invariable  habit,  when  nrged  by  duty  to 
participate  in  debate  before  this  honorable  body, 
of  disclosing  in  the  most  ondisgntsed  manner 
my  T«al  opinions  npon  the  whole  sabject;  free 
ef  any  consideration  of  political  diffionltiee  or 
inoonvenienoea  which  may  oonseqnently  affect 
nnelf. 

In  the  first  place,  I  find  myself  otlled  upon  to 
oppose  a  law,  on  constitntional  groonds,  which 
h«e  been  in  eit8t«noe  for  nearly  twenty  years, 
and  daring  that  period,  I  am  compelled  to  ad- 
mit, boB  been  acqnieeced  in  by  the  several  State 
pjverameots,  as  well  as  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  ita  republican  administrations.  It  is 
pecnliariy  irksome  to  me  to  qaeslion  the  con- 
aitDtionolity  of  a  law  which  has  been  thns  and 
to  long  acqniesced  in,  because  it  tends  to  give 
the  character  of  instebility  to  the  laws  gene- 
rally, and  in  my  judgment,  tends  also  to  impur 
tbe  sacred  character  of  the  laws,  and  of  conrse, 
to  le»en  th^  efficacy.  In  a  Government  like 
(Km,  wbwe  the  landable  boast  of  every  citizen 
is  that  he  lives  ender  a  government  of  laws,  and 
not  of  men,  no  snUect  should  be  toQched  with 
more  cantion  and  oelicacT  than  one  which  quee- 
lioDs  the  validly  of  the  laws,  lessens  tbe  oonfi- 
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dence  of  the  oitazens  in  them,  or  impure  the 
obligation  of  obedience  to  them.  Ye^  sir,  Hie 
oonrse  of  observations  I  propose  to  make  may 
have  some  of  these  tendencies,  which  I  shoold 
extremely  regret,  and  this  apprehendon,  (rf 
conrse,  prodncea  embarrassaent.  Connected 
with  this  idea  isanotber  drcnmitance  of  embar- 
rassment. I  cannot  help  observing  the  inordi- 
nate zeal  manifested  by  the  opposers  of  this 
bill,  evidently  resnItiDg  from  a  beUef  that  its  re- 
jection will  lessen  tbe  powers  of  the  Federal 
Government.  Althongh  it  may  be  properly  di- 
rected in  the  present  instance,  yet  I  think  I 
have 'seen,  and  fear  I  may  hereafter  see  the 
same  spirit  directed  against  some  of  the  power* 
and  proceedings  of  tbe  Government  which  I 
have  deemed  indispensable  to  its  own  preMrva- 
tiou,  and  its  beneficial  efficacy  towards  the  peo- 
ple. It  may,  perhaps,  be  thought  by  some  not 
becoming  tn  me  to  say  that  I  have  not  been  an 
inattentive  observer  of  the  prongs  of  this  Gkiv- 
emment  tor  twenty  years,  and  more  partion- 
Urly,  since  the  Republican  party  came  into 

Kwer.  Some  of  the  eoeuee  through  which  I 
ve  passed,  have  prodnced  on  impresdve  In- 
fluence on  my  mind.  Sncb  is  the  nature  of  the 
Qovernment  that  its  administration  will  vibrate 
from  one  principle  to  another,  and  it  will  always 
require  great  wisdom  to  keep  its  oecillationB 
from  wandering  too  &r.  Whilst  those  who 
preceded  ne  in  power  endeavored  to  legislate 
into  the  constitution  an  unnecesury  oonstruo- 
tive  energy,  leading  to  what  has  been  ojdled 
consolidation,  it  appears  to  me  that  we  have 
taken  too  much  the  opposite  oonree,  leading  to 
disunion  and  dissolution,  by  depriving  it  con- 
Btmctlvely  of  its  legitimate,  necessary,  and  prop- 
er powers.  If  this  coarse  should  be  nnlbr- 
tonalely  persevered  in,  it  requires  no  spirit  cX 
prophecy  to  foresee  tliat  the  Gfovemment  will 
*  "  '     pieces  from  the  want  of  due  energy  in 


to  for  its  reeusoitation. 

Tbe  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
Ckawyobd,}  who  reported  this  bill,  as  the  ondr- 
man  of  the  committee,  to  whom  the  snbjeot  was 
generally  referred,  excited  not  a  little  surprise  in 
my  mind  by  the  pre&tory  remarks  wbloh  fell 
from  him  in  support  of  iL  Thegentieman  pre- 
faced his  arguments  by  observing,  "  that  it  bad 
latterly  become  the  &ahiou  to  eulodze  the  Ckin- 
stitution  of  the  United  States  ;  and  that  when- 
ever be  beard  lavish  encomiums  applied  to  it 
he  could  not  help  apprehending  miaohief."  - 1 
acknowledge  I  coola  not  comprehend  the  bear- 
ing  of  this  remark  upon  the  ^eetion  under  dJs- 
cnamon.  I,  sir,  have  long  been  in  the  habit  Of 
venerating  tbe  oonstitntion,  and  have  often  ex- 
pressed my  admiration  at  tbe  wisdom  of  its  pro- 
visioDB  ;  and  I  really  had  hoped  that  I  might 
have  been  indulged  tn  these  aentimenta  and  pre- 
pogsesfflons,  and  even  the  expression  of  them 
upon  proper  occasions,  without  exciting  in  the 
mind  of  any  gentleman  apprehensions  of  mis- 
cUef ;  nor  oas  I  divine  what  speiuefl  of  mis- 
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diief  tb«  geallemaii  approbendB  from  that  cause. 
Mr.  President,  when  we  look  over  the  whole 
world  known  to  ns  ;  when  we  particnlarlj  cast 
onr  eyes  over  that  part  of  it  with  whidt  we 
have  the  moet  intimate  rektions  ;  whe«  we  see 
the  rapid  etrides  which  despotiam  is  making 
over  the  whole  human  race  ;  when  we  obeerve 
the  variooa  and  powerfol  means  now  in  nse  t> 
rivet  ite  immovable  domimcoi  upon  mankind  , 
when  we  reflect  that  the  Conaiitotion  of  the 
United  States  now  afTorda  the  onlj  j>nictical  ex- 
periment  npon  the  repnblican  principle,  and  the 
only  and  last  hope  for  the  preeervatioD  and  ez' 
teiuioQ  of  the  liberties  of  man ;  is  it  wonderfid 
or  alarming,  that  we  ahonld  feet  and  ezprem 
some  partjality  and  even  veuention  for  an  in- 
strument of  BO  peculiar  a  character  t  or  ahonld 
even  endeavor  to  teach  otbera  to  venerate,  to 
cherish,  to  anpport  it  I  An  inatrament,  vhoso 
provisions  ar  least  exempt  us  irom  the  general 
scene  of  de^MJtism,  and  maj  eTentnallj  extend 
their  blesmDgs  to  the  whole  hanun  reoet  Or 
i^  indwelling  upon  the  wisdom  and  importanoe 
of  ite  provisioQ^  we  might  pase  over  some  poe- 
■ible  defects  from  somtiniiang  them  with  an 
hTpercritical  eje,  might  not  the  omission  be  in- 
dnlged  without  producing  animadveistou  or  oen- 
■ore  t  Sir,  we  all  venerate  the  repnblioan  prin- 
ciple. I  know  the  gcmtleman  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
ORA.wroBD)  does ;  nor  do  I  pret«nd  that  mr  de- 
TOUon  to  it  is  greater  than  fais  ■  bnt,  sir,  I  have 
(pven  the  greatest  attentioD  to  the  obeervatioos 
of  the  gentleman  upon  the  constitution  ;  and  I 
can  now  say  that  my  veneradon  for  the  in- 
Btroment,  and  admiration  at  the  wisdom  of  its 
proviuons,  are  not  at  all  impaired  nor  diminish- 
ed, notwithetandiiw  the  gentteman's  oritidsms, 
Ac.  I  wilt  now,  Mr.  Premdent,  endeavor  to 
exhibit  the  general  character  of  the  constitn- 
tion ;  t«  point  oat  the  mode  for  its  oorreot  in- 
tertiretotiDn,  and  apply  it  to  the  snbject  now 
tmaer  consideration.  In  doing  ao,  I  propose 
to  follow  the  coarse  of  observati<ms  made  bj 
the  bonoral)le  chairman  of  the  oommittee  who 
reported  the  bill 

The  gendeman  proceeded  to  remark,  that 
taking  a  review  of  the  oonstitntion  he  foond 
general  as  well  as  incidental  powers  ennmeraled 
therein.  I  did  not  see  the  precise  application 
the  gentleman  intended  to  make  of  this  remark, 
bnt  I  have  been  indnoed  to  review  the  constita- 
tion  in  reference  to  this  sotgeot,  and  it  does  ap- 
pear to  m^  that  the  otaasiflcation  and  definition 
of  powers  is  as  welt  aimnged  as  hmnan  wisdom 
poold  devise.  I  know  that  nothing  is  perfect 
)rhich  is  the  work  of  man ;  that  no  laognage  is 
oamble  of  perfect  definition.  Bat,  as  for  as 
ddnltion  can  be  drawn  from  langosge,  I  con- 
ceive the  constitution  exhibits  as  i«erfeot  an  ex- 
ample as  is  in  eiistenoo.  In  the  next  place,  the 
gentleman  remarked  that  there  was  a  number 
of  coses  in  which  Congress  had  departed  &om 
the  particnlar  enumerated  powers  in  theconsti- 
tntioD,  and  liod  resorted  to  implioatitm  or  oon- 
sbHiotion  for  the  derivation  of  its  powers.  The 
remark  isperfeeUy  oorrect^andlamyeryready 
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'  to  admit  that  there  is  no  sndi  thing  as  cairy- 
'  ing  into  effect  euionerated  powers  in  any  instn- 
'  ment  whatever,  without  the  intervenUoa  at 
certain  derivative  and  implied  powers.  Bnt  if 
'  the  gentleman  tiad  succeeded  m  showing  that 
there  tiad  been  atierrations  by  the  Congreaa  (rf 
the  United  States  frvm  the  ennmerated  power* 
'  of  the  constitation,  wonld  he  thint  it  correct  to 
nse  tboee  aberrations  as'  precedents  for  still 
fiirther  aberrations  f  Onght  they  not  rather  lo 
be  considered  as  mementoes  on  the  port  of  Qni- 
greas  to  induce  them  to  tread  with  more  cats, 
and,  if  they  find  that  their  former  enx»B  oonld 
not  be  Bnpport«d  by  a  ^j  and  candid  construe 
tioa  of  the  ooostitntion,  to  restrain  the  laws 
wittun  its  wholesome  provisons  t  Certainly 
that  is  the  nse  -to  wlilijt  the  history  of  erron 
presented  by  the  honorable  gentleoiBn  from 
Georgia  onght  to  be  ^iplied.  But,  befcnv  I  pr»- 
oeed  to  examine  tlte  sni^ect  with  more  aodaracT, 
I  cannot  avoid  to  axpreea  my  surprise  at  uodMf 

nlnwrvatiiin  »fainh  fullfrniii  thflgrnitlnmii,   Xba 

Ctleman  observed,  that  the  argument  di«wn 
a  the  diatioction  between  ems  and  jaaatt 
was  "  inoompreheoMble;"  and  he  went  so  &r 
as  to  call  it  "  nonsensical  iargoa."  It  ia  not 
only  oomprehensible  to  me,  rir,  as  I  omioeive, 
bnt,  in  my  opinion,  ia  the  only  way  in  wtuoh  a 
Just  oonstmction  of  tiio  constitution  is  to  be  at- 
taiued.  This  results  fran  the  peciili«r  nature 
and  organization,  of  tlie  instrument.  Permit 
me  here  to  endeavor  to  iltastrate  my  idea  b;  ft 
reference  to  the  oonatitation  itself  ?  The  o(mi- 
stitntion  is  on  instrument  which  grew  out  of 
the  situation  of  the  Unitod  States  at  the  time 
o^  and  preceding  its  adoption ;  and  to  show 
that  the  constitution  rented  the  great  olgeeta 
of  its  formation,  and  then  prescribed  the  meaoa 
for  carrying  them  into  effect,  I  beg  leave  to  r»- 
fer  to  a  port  of  tlie  inab^iment  ile^  The  pre- 
amble, like  all  other  preamble:^  was  designed  to 
express  the  objects  of  the  insCnment  or  tha 
ends  to  be  efieoted  by  its  provisiMia.  "  W^ 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to 
form  a  more  perfect  anion,  establish  Jnstio^  in- 
sure domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  eom- 
mon  defenoe,  promote  the  general  wel&re^  and 
secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  omsetvea  and 
oar  posterity  ;  do  ordsinoiid  establish  ttiis  oob- 
stitntion  for  the  United  Btatea  cf  America." 
What  is  the  plwn  longatue  of  this  preoniblel 
The  answer  is  obvious. .  'Diat  certain  great  «ub 
or  objeett  are  here  prc^;>ciMd  to  be  effected.  Ia 
what  mode,  or  by  what  «waH«  or*  they  to  bo 
effected?  The  preamble  tella  yon,  dr.  "by 
eetablistiing  tliis  OonstitntiiHi  for  the  United 
States  of  America,"  That  is  the  mode  in  which 
these  great  nuit  are  proposed  to  be  effected,  aiid 
the  tiody  of  the  instrument  prescribes  the  maoM 
whioh  were  deemed  necessary  and  pn^Mr  to 
tlie  effeotuatiou  of  these  end:  The  sobject  will 
be  better  understood  by  ttirowing  the  mii^ 
back  to  the  period  of  time  vrlten  this  caoatitn- 
tion  orl^nated,  and  reviewing  the  peculiar  po- 
litioal  situation  of  the  United  States  tiiem,  and 
for  some  time  aoteoedaotlj  tttereto. 
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At  the  time,  and  anteoedentlj  to  the  eatab- 
lidiment  of  the  preaeot  conctittilion,  the  ezist- 
■■K  6tat«-OoTenimeiit>  were  in  ponesBion  of 
■D  tb«  povan  of  sorereiKD^,  Eaojeot  orHj  hi 
feeble  and  ineffioient  articles  of  oonfederation, 
vitbont  tbe  means  of  ezecntiiig  their  own  will, 
and  resting  for  its  execation  solely  on  reqnisi- 
tioDa  npon  the  reqieotiTe  Stste*,  which  might 
either  complj  or  ntnae  to  complj  with  saoh 
reqiuntioDt  at  their  diacretioB.  A  non-oompli- 
■Bc*  waa  almost  inTariaUj  the  resnlt  of  BtAte 
dehberatioBB,  and  henoe  the  feebleneea  of  the 
old  Oon&deratitn.  The  present  coaatitatioQ 
pted  as  the  remedy  for  this  great  and 
r  evil.  Without  it,  disnnion  and  rain 
Itatea  vonld  have  been  the  inevitable 
eoneoqnance,  becanae,  apon  actnal  experiment, 
the  Statea  were  Ibond  ntterlv  incompetent  to 
the  dne  administration  of  all  the  pow'en  of 
•overeigntf  intmeted  to  their  management. 
The  raaeon  of  this  inoompetenoj  was,  that  lome 
at  tbe  moet  important  powers  of  sovereignty  In- 
bereotlj  poanonced  a  geographical  infleence  be- 
jond  the  geographioal  Umita  of  the  several 
Statea  individaally,  and  their  jarisdiction  cnold 
not  tnnseend  their  geographical  limits.  Of 
this  desertption  of  powers  is  the  power  to  de- 
dare  war,  Ac,  to  regolate  oommeroe,  &e,,  and 
all  tbe  other  enomerated  powers  of  the  constitn- 
tkni.  In  conseqnenoe  of  tbe  conflicting  ajstems 
adopted  bj  the  several  Btates  in  relation  to 
some  of  these  powers,  which  were  then  In  prac- 
tical operation  ;  particolarlv  in  the  oonfliotiog 
regnlationa  of  oomimeroe,  the  States  were  get- 
ti^  into  the  most  seriooa  coUisiona,  &c.  The 
foiioiidable  evils  neoenaril;  growing  ont  of  tbe 
Mate  of  things  required  a  formidable  and  oompe- 
tcot  remedy.  The  great  sutject  for  tbe  con- 
templation of  every  reflecting  mind  in  America 
WM,  what  that  remedy  shoald  be  t  The  wise 
flwoers  of  oar  admirable  constitation,  after 
great  deBheration,  conceived  and  exeented  the 
only  practical  expedient  It  conristed  in  aepa- 
ntmg  Um  powers  of  sovereigntv;  in  establish- 
ing a  Gowral  Government,  and  conferring  on 
it  all  the  powere  <tf  sovereignty  whose  geogrs- 
phieal  inflrienoe  vaa  foond  oo-extendve  with  the 
gsognphlcal  limita  of  the  United  State^  and 
Revvtng  to  the  State  Govemmeots  respeedvely 
tboM  powers  vhieh  were  of  a  mere  local  obar- 
■cter,  and  which  poeeessed  no  influence  beyond 
the  Hmita  of  the  States  rtepeotively.  And  also 
to  eonfar  on  the  General  Government  "  all  the 
BMWW  necessary  and  proper  "  for  executing  its 
own  laws  in  relation  to  tlkese  eaamerated  pow- 
wa,  WTthoot  any  dependence  upon  reqniaitions 
from  the  respeotive  State  Govemmente  for  this 
indispeneoble  object.  The  idea  waa  a  grand 
oat,  and  ezeonted  with  an  admirable  simplicLty, 
and  the  most  consnmmate  wisdom.  Hence  it  ap- 
peare  that  tbe  great  object  of  the  fromers  of  the 
eraistitDtion  was  to  establish  a  General  or  Fed- 
eral Oovemmoat,  and  to  confer  on  It  all  the 
powers  of  sovereignty,  wbioh  in  their  nature 
and  character  poeeesBed  en  infloence  co-ex- 
tOMive  with  the    United  Statea,  and  to  re- 


serve to  the  previonaly-eiiBting  State  GOvem- 
mente  all  the  powers  of  sovereignty  of  a  more 
local  character,  and  whose  inflnence  did  not 
extend  beyond  the  geographical  limits  of  the 
States  respectively,  and  therefore  could  be 
rendered  complet^y  Bnbservient  to  State  juris- 
diction and  management.  These  are  the  means 
prescribed  in  the  oonsCitation  for  effecting  the 
ends  expressed  in  the  preamble.  To  the  ad- 
minietrators  of  the  General  Government  the 
framers  of  the  consdtntion  have  said:  We 
give  to  you  all  the  powers  of  soverdgnty  of  a 
genera]  character  j  and  to  tlie  adminstTHtors  of 
the  State  Governments  they  have  sud :  We  re- 
serve to  yon  all  the  powers  of  sovereignty  of  a 
local  character.  I  verily  believe,  that  if  those 
various  Governments  should  be  administered 
with  the  wisdom  with  which  ibis  separation  of 
powers  WAS  made  in  the  body  of  the  constitn- 
tion,  the  people  of  tbe  United  State*  will  not  he 
disappointed  in  the  groat  and  interesting  objects 

e reclaimed  in  its  preamble.  From  this  uiort 
istory  of  tbe  origin  of  the  constitution,  and 
the  caoses  which  prodneed  it,  it  evidently  ap- 
pears, that  the  General  or  Federal  Government 
ia  in  its  nature  and  character  a  Government" of 
ennmerated  powers,  taken  fi-om  previously  ex- 
isting State  Qoverimicnts,  enumerated  and  con- 
ferred on  it,  reserving  all  nnennmerated  powers 
to  the  State  Oovemmenta,  or  to  the  people  in 
their  individnal  capacities.  Bnt  if  any  donbta 
had  existed  npon  this  subject,  two  amondmenta 
to  the  constitution,  growing  out  of  some  jeol- 
onsiee  lest  a  contrary  interpretation  shonld  be 
given  to  the  oonstitation,  have  been  adopted, 
wlucb  ought  to  put  this  qnestion  to  rest  for- 
ever. The  9th  and  10th  articles  of  amend- 
ments to  the  constitetion  are  as  follow  r 

"  The  ennmeratjon  in  tbe  constitution  of  cer- 
tain rights  shall  not  be  oonstmed  to  denyor 
disparage  others  retained  by  the  people."  "The 
poweis  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by 
the  coostitation,  nor  prohibit«d  by  it  to  the 
States,  are  reserved  to  the  Statea  respectively, 
or  to  the  people."  How,  sir,  can  langoage  be 
more  explicit  than  this.  In  deoloring  tiiat  thb 
charter  contains  certain  eouraerated  powers, 
and  that  all  not  enumerated  are  reservea  .to  tbe 
States  or  to  the  people)  There  is  one  artida 
reserving  rights  to  the  people,  and  afterwards 
another  article  reserving  them  to  the  States  and 
to  the  people.  While  on  this  subject,  I  beg 
leave  to  read  a  olaose  in  the  constitution,  which 
I  find  among  the  enumerated  powers,  and 
*which  has  been  oonetrued  by  stmie,  as  intended 
to  convey  a  general  grant  of  powere  among  the 
enumerated  powers:  "Oongress  shall  nave 
power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts, 
and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for 
the  common  deftnce  and  general  welfare  of  the 
United  Slates."  The  words  "and  to  provide 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare," 
have  by  some  been  considered  as  conveying  a 
genera]  grant  of  power,  Kothing  is  necessary 
to  show  that  this  is  not  a  fair  and  correct  con- 
etmotion  of  the  constitution,  bnt  reading  it 
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with  Btteotdon.  Tfaeae  t«niis  contain  no  grant 
of  power  whatever,  bat  are  nsed  to  expreaa  the 
enda  or  obj«ts  for  which  pwtionlar  grants  of 
power  were  ^veo.  Pftving  the  debts  aad  pro- 
viding tor  the  oommon  defenoe  and  general  wei- 
fkre  are  great  objects,  intimate]  j  oonoected  with 
tbe  partloolar  grants  of  power  which  are  given 
for  their  effeotnation ;  and  without  these  parti- 
OuIbt  grants  of  power,  it  would  not  have  been 

Cible  for  Congreaa  to  effect  them.  The 
len  of  the  conitdtatioii  have  simplj  selected 
some  of  the  objects  eipressed  in  the  preamble, 
and  declared  that  to  en^t  them,  and  to  pa;  the 
debts  of  the  United  States,  were  tbe  ccnsidera- 
tioos  which  indaoed  them  to  give  to  Oongreas 
tbe  power  to  lav  and  collect  taxes,"  &c  Thus 
tazee  are  to  be  lud,  &o,  "  to  pa?  the  debts,  and 
to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare."  Oonld  they  have  chosen  a  more  t 
propriate  phrsseoti^y  t  The  pMn  language 
Oongress  u :  "  Tou  shall  have  power  to  la? 
Kod  oolleot  taxes,  to  paj  the  debts,"  &c^  and 
to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare,  or,  in  other  words,  for  the  pnrpoee  of 
pajing  the  debts,  &c.,  and  of  providing  for  the 
ootnmon  defence  and  general  -welfare.  These 
words  do  not  contain  a  general  grant  of  powers, 
bat  express  the  objects  of  a  particnlar  grant  of 
powers.  The  framers  of  the  constitntion  conlJ 
not  have  done  an  act  so  absurd  as  to  make  a 
general  grant  of  powers,  among  an  ennniera- 
tion  of  specified  powers. 

I  will'  now,  Hr.  Frerident,  proceed  to  ex- 
amine those  instances  which  the  gentleman  has 
8 reseated  of  the  Happoeed  aberrations  of  the 
longress  of  the  United  States  from  the  enumer- 
ated powers,  and  I  think  It  will  not  be  difficult 
to  show  that  there  is  not  a  dngle  instance 
qnoted,  bat  which  is  dedncible  from  a  fair  and 
correct  iiiten>r«laldou  of  the  express  words  of 
the  oonsiitntiDn,  giving  tbem  Uieir  common  and 
^iiwopriate  meaning. 

The  flnt  instance  presented  to  our  considera- 
tion bj  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Qeorsia 
Qii.  OHAWFoan)  of  tbe  exercise  of  a  power  by 
Oongress  not  ennmerated  in  tLe  oonstitntion, 
was  the  erection  of  light^honses.  Tbe  gentle- 
man from  MaBsaobusctta,  (Mr.  Liatd,)  to  whose 
dispaafiionate  observations  I  liatened  witli  great 
pleasare,  saperadded  the  instance  of  t^a  ereo- 
Uon  of  cnstom-honses.  On  these,  both  of  the 
gentiemen  seemed  to  plaoe  creat  reliance,  as 
cases  in  point  with  the  one  nnder  consideration. 
Both  these  powers  I  conceive  are  given  to  Oon- 
gress by  the  express  words  of  the  constitntion ; 
bat  if  I  should  be  mistaken  in  this  idea,  they 
are  certainly  oomprehonded  as  incidental  and 
sabservient  to,  or  in  other  words,  "aeoessary 
and  proper  "  fbr  carrying  into  effsot  some  of 
the  enumerated  powers. 

The  express  words  of  the  constitntion  give 
to  Congress  the  power  "  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises,"  Ac. ;  "  to  r^olate 
oommeroe  with  foreign  nations  among  the  sev- 
eral States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes;"  "to 
exercise  excloaive  legislation  in  aU  cases  what- 
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'  ever,  &xs^  over  all  places  purchased  by  oonsent 
of  the  Le^slatnre  of  the  State  in  which  the 
same  shall  be,  for  tiie  erection  of  forta,  nam- 
zines,  areenalj,  dockyards,  and  other  neeiUQl 
buildings."  From  tliese  danses  of  the  eongti- 
tatioQ,  taken  in  connection  with  each  other,  I 
think  Congress  poasessM  the  power  to  erect 
ligbt-bonsea  and  cnstom-honsee  by  the  eipreat 
words  of  the  constitntion ;  for  both  of  thme 
descriptions  of  booses  must  necessarily  b«  in- 
cluded witiiin  the  term"needfDl  baildii^" 
or  the  only  construction  which  is  at  all  tpiA- 
cable  to  these  cases  ia,  that  needM  boildingt  i> 
the  general  term,  and  tight-honses  and  cdsKhd- 
houses  are  particular  instances  or  exarophi 
nnder  tbe  general  terra ;  or,  if  I  may  be  m  d- 
lowed  to  express  my  ideas,  needful  bnildingi 
may  be  considered  as  the  genoa,  of  which  Ugfal- 
honses  and  oaslom-honaes  are  particular  apedn, 
The  reason  with  the  framers  of  the  constitatkis 
for  nsing  this  general  term  is  obvious.  It  wu, 
beeanse  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  fonaee 
all  the  particnlar  qieciee  of  needfbl  bnHdnigi 
which  might  become  neoessary  to  the  salatvy 
iqierations  of  this  Gk)vemment  in  tbe  ooune  m 
its  complicated  and  dne  administration;  the; 
therefbre  wisely  left  that  sattject  to  the  dimi- 
sion  of  Ooncreas,  restrained  and  linuled,  nenr- 
theleea,  by  tne  reqoisition  of  the  consent  rf  the 
Legislatures  of  the  States  reepeotivdy.ineivy 
case  proposed  for  tbe  eienusa  of  this  disevticn. 
That  thb  is  a  plain  and  oorreot  interprelstioa 
(tf  the  constitntion  is  evinced  by  the  ooanir- 
rent  opbions  of  every  L^slatnre  of  every 
State,  which  has  heretofore  ceded  lands  toe  soy 
of  these  objects ;  and  it  is  to  be  remarked,  thtt 
Congress  has  never  attempted  to  erect  any 
of  t£ese  bnildings  without  the  oonstiiaUoful 
reqnisition  of  the  oonaent  of  the  States  reflec- 
tively. Bnt  if  this  term  "Deedfitl  tnutdings" 
had  not  been  expressed  In  ti)«  constitntioii,  I 
should  notbemtate  to  admit  with  these  gentle- 
men that  the  erection  of  light-hoases  and  cos- 
tom-honses  might  properly  be  dedaoed  fiwa 
the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  dntice,  fte^ 
which  are  particular  grants  of  power  enement- 
ed  in  the  constitution.  Because  cnstom-booaes 
are  appropriately  necessary  to  the  ooUection  of 
duties,  and  have  always  been  deemed  iodispen- 
sable  for  that  ol^lect,  aa  are  light-houses  to  tha 
dne  regulation  of  oommeroe. 

Theeetwopowereareindi^t^isablyooiuwctsd 
with,  and  subservient  to,  partjcolar  enumerated 
powers,  and  are  therefore  aoMMtg  the  meaiM 
which  are  neceesair  and  proper  for  their  tOMr 
nation;  utd  aa  snch  are  given  to  OoDgnts  by 
the  express  words  of  the  constitntion,  wbii^ 
are :  Oongress  ahall  have  power  *'  to  make  lO 
laws  which  ahall  be  neoessary  and  proper  ta 
carrying  into  execntico  the  foregtang  powei^ 
and  all  other  powers  vested  by  this  oonatitntioo 
in  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  in 
any  department  or  officer  tbereot"  From  thi) 
course  of  uiterpretatton,  the  gentiemen,  reason- 
ing from  a  snppoeed  analogy,  have  asked,  if 
Congress  can  derive  the  right  to  erect  ligst- 
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*  and  oiutom-hoasM  itam  their  iiecGeaai7 


^  why  may  it  not  in  tJie  Bame  vay  deriTe 
Aeri^t  of  gruiting  chorten  of  incorporation 
for  the  ume  objects  t  Or,  in  other  wordn,  if 
OongreM  can  coDstitntioDallj  erect  cnstom- 
bonaea  for  the  parpode,  or  ta  the  neceBsary 
means  of  collecting  datiu  \  wh  j  may  it  not  es- 
tabUsb  ft  bank  for  tlie  Mme  object,  &o,  t  The 
(meation  is  admitted  to  be  a  fair  one ;  and  if  a 
dear  diatinotiDn  oaonot  be  made  in  the  two 
caaea,  it  will  be  admitted  either  that  OongrcM 
may  cooatitntiMiaUy  establish  a  bank,  or  that  it 
haa  heretofore  tranacended  its  powers  in  erect- 
ing enatom-hoiuee,  dec.  A  clear  and  most  ob- 
liooa  diatinction  appears  to  me  to  exist  in  the 
caaea  aog^ested  by  the  gentlemen  to  be  aoalo' 
gou^  orisiDg  from  the  strildag  difierenoe  in  the 
natnre  ud  essential  character  of  these  powers. 
A  castom-honae  ia  in  ila  nature  incidental  and 
sabaerrieDt  to  the  collection  of  dntiee.  It  ia 
one  of  the  common,  necessary,  and  proper 
meaoa  to  effect  that  end.  It  ia  believed  that  in 
no  eommercial  ooontry  in  the  world  are  dntiea 
ocdlected  without  thorn.  Brides,  the  erection 
at  onstom-bonses  does  not  iurotTe  in  it  tiia  ez' 
erase  of  any  other  higher  or  oonseqaenttal 
powers.  The  same  remarkawill  apply  to  llght- 
Aonaea,  as  among  the  common,  neceaaary,  and 
pn^>er  means  for  the  regulation  of  commerce,  && 
la  the  incorporation  of  a  bank  of  thia  charac- 
ter t  It  ie  not  among  the  oommon,  necessary, 
aod  proper  means  of  effecting  either  of  the  fore- 
going eonmerated  powers,  nor  of  any  other 
enumerated  in  the  cwstitoUoQ ;  still  less  is  it 
ioddental  or  aobaervieat  to  any  of  the  enntner- 
ated  powws.  It  wants  that  connection,  affilia- 
tion, and  sobaerriency,  to  some  enomeratad 
power,  which  are  clearly  pointed  ont  in  relation 
to  the  two  powers,  to  which  it  has  been  sdd  to 
be  anah^ons.  Besides,  does  granting  a  charter 
cf  iiMNMporation  to  a  bank  involve  no  other 
higher   or  oonaeqnential  power  than  merely 


to  grant  charters  of  incorporatjon  generally ; 
and  in  this  reepect,  prinoipallv,  its  character  ia 
esMntJaUy  different  from  both  of  the  powers 
dted  by  the  gentteman.  The  power  to  grant 
obarteTs  of  inoorporation  ia  not  an  incidental, 
nbcwdinate,  Babeervient  power ;  it  is  a  distinct, 
original,  snbatantive  power.  It  ia  also  soaoepti- 
ble  of  the  clearest  definition;  and  not  being 
among  the  enumerated  powers,  it  seems  to  me 
that  Congress  can  have  no  fair  claim  to  its 
exercise  in  any  caae.  If  Oongreas  had  been 
ezprcflaly  anthoriied  to  grant  cliarters  of  inoor- 
pcnition  generally,  then  granting  a  charter  of 
moorpcnvtion  to  a  bank  woold  have  been  an 
instance,  or  among  the  means,  of  carrying  into 
cdect  that  ennmerated  power,  and  would  have 
been  aa  mnch  connected  and  affiliated  wiih  it  aa 
is  (be  erection  of  onatom-honses  with  the  collec- 
tion of  dntiea ;  bnt  the  power  to  grant  charters 
of  IneorporatioD  generally  not  being  expressly 


given  in  the  constitadon,  no  partionl^r  instanoe 
involving  the  exercise  of  that  power  can  be  in- 
ferred bj  a  fair  and  candid  interpretation  of 
the  iostrament.  I  do  not  mean  to  exaggerate 
the  conaeqnencea  which  might  result  from  an 
assnroption  of  the  power  to  grant  charters  of 
incorporation,  die.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  saj 
that  it  is  a  power  of  primary  importance ;  that 
it  involves  aa  many  incidental  powers  in  its  ex- 
ercise aa  any  one  of  the  ennmerated  powers ; 
that  it  is  eqnal,  If  not  paramount,  to  any;  and, 
therefore,  in  my  jndgment,  cannot  be  assumed 
bf  ftur  constroctiou  as  incidental  and  subser- 
vient to  any ;  and,  of  ooorse,  not  as  among  the 
necessary  and  proper  means  for  carrying  any 
into  efi^  In  ftct,  in  its  nature  it  does  not  in 
the  smallest  degree  partake  of  the  derivative/ 
incidental  charaoter.  It  iaoriginal,  anbatantive, 
distinct  initaeUI  and  ansoeptible  of  the  plainest 
definition.  Henoe,  whilst  I  am  willing  to  ad- 
mit that  a  power,  which  ia  in  its  nature  inci- 
dental and  subaervient  to  any  enumerated  power, 
and  also  amon^  the  necessary  and  proper  means 
for  carrying  it  mto  effect,  may  be  exercised  by 
Congress  without  the  express  worda  of  the  oon- 
atitntion,  I  shoold  be  very  unwiUing  to  admit 
that  CongreBs  should  also  exercise  a  power 
neither  incidental  nor  subaervient  to  any  of  the 
enumerated  powers,  nor  among  the  necessary 
and  proper  means  for  carrying  any  into  effect ; 
still  less  shonld  I  be  inclined  to  this  admisaton, 
when  the  power  thus  propoaed  to  be  derived, 


almost  onlimited  powera.  To  illos- 
trate  my  idea  still  farther  in  this  respect,  I 
would  observe,  that  the  power  to  regulate  de- 
scents, and  to  regulate  the  distribntioo  of  intes- 
tates, I  conoeive  to  be  original,  distinct,  sab- 


geographlcal  boundaries  of  the  individual  States. 
and  were  ther^ore  among  the  powers  reservoa 
to  the  management  of  the  States,  might  aa  easi- 
ly be  assnmed  by  Congress  aa  incidental  to  some 
one  of  the  ennmerated  powers,  as  the  aaeamp- 
tion  of  the  power  to  grant  charters  of  incorpo- 
ration, which  I  conceive  was,  for  the  same 
reason,  left  to  the  management  of  the  States. 
I  believe  no  gentieman  will  contend  that  Oon- 
greas can,  under  any  candid  oonaUuction,  go  so 
Jar  m  relation  to  those  powers;  nor  do  I  see 
how  it  can  in  relation  to  the  power  of  granting 
charters  oi  inoorporation. 

FfiiSAT,  February  IS. 
Santo/ tit  Uh,it«d Statei. 

The  Senate  reanmed,  as  in  Oommittoe  of  the 
Whole,  Ihe  bill  to  amend  and  oontinne  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  inooiporate  the  sab- 
Bcribera  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States," 
passed  on  the  26th  day  of  Febroary,  1791. 

Mr.  0L1.T. — Mr,  President ;  When  the  sub- 
ject involved  in  the  motion  now  nnder  oonaidera- 
tion  was  depending  before  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  a  dispomtion  to  acquiesce  in 
their  decision  was  evinced.    For  althonj^  the 
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oomnuttee  who  reported  this  bill  bad  been  fus- 
ed many  weeb  prior  to  tbe  detenniiutian  of 
that  Honw  on  the  propoeitioii  to  re-obarter  the 
bank,  eioept  the  oocasiotul  reference  to  it  of 
memorials  and  petitions,  we  soaroetj  ever  heard 
of  it  The  rejection,  it  is  trae,  of  a  meaaare 
broagbt  before  either  branch  of  Oongreea,  doee 
not  abeolutely  preclude  the  other  from  taking 
np  the  &ame  proposition ;  but  the  eeoaomy  of 
our  time,  and  a  Just  deference  for  the  opinion 
of  others,  wonld  seem  to  recommend  a  delicate 
and  csations  exercise  of  this  power.  As  this 
subject,  at  the  memorable  period  when  the 
charter  was  grBnt«d,  called  forth  the  best  tal- 
ents of  the  nation — as  it  has,  on  varioiu  oooa' 
rions,  undergone  the  moet  thorough  investiga- 
tion, and  Bs  we  can  hardly  expect  that  it  is  si 
oeptible  of  receiving  any  further  eluddatioo, 
was  to  have  been  hoped  that  we  should  have 
been  spared  a  useless  debate.  This  was  the 
more  de^rable  beoause  there  are,  I  conceive, 
much  superior  claims  upon  us  for  every  hour  of 
the  small  portion  of  the  season  yet  remvning  to 
ns.  Under  the  operation  of  these  motives,  I 
had  reeolved  to  give  a  silent  vote,  ontjl  I  felt 
myself  bound,  by  the  defying  manner  of  the 
arguments  advanced  in  support  of  the  renewal, 
to  obey  the  paramount  duties  1  owe  my  country 
and  its  constitution ;  to  make  one  efiort,  how- 
ever feeble,  to  avert  the  passage  of  what  ap- 
pears to  me  a  moet  ui^justlfiable  law.  After  my 
honorable  friend  from  Vir^nia  (Ur.  Gilbs)  had 
instructed  and  amused  os  with  the  very  able 
and  inaienions  argument  which  he  delivered  an 
yeeterday.  I  shoiud  have  still  forborne  to  tres- 
pass on  the  Benal«,  bnt  for  the  extraordinary 
oharact«r  of  his  speech.  He  discussed  l>oth. 
(ddes  of  the  queBtion,  with  great  ability  and 
eloquence,  and  certunly  demonstrated  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  who  heard  him,  both  that  it 
was  constitutional  and  uncAistitntional,  highly 
proper  and  improper  to  prolong  the  charter  of 
the  bank.  The  honorable  gentleman  appeared 
to  me  in  the  predicament  in  which  the  celebra- 
ted orator  of  Virginia,  Patrick  Henry,  is  sud  to 
have  been  once  placed.  Engaged  in  &  most 
ext«ndve  and  lucrative  practice  of  the  law,  he 
mistook  in  one  instanoe  U>e  side  of  the  cause  on 
which  he  was  rationed,  and  addressed  the  court 
and  Jury  in  a  very  splendid  and  convincing 
■  ■    ■   ■   Ifofhis  --* ■  ■     ' 


speech  in  behalf  ol 


uitogonist.  His  distract- 


ed client  came  up  to  him  whilsthe  was  progress- 
ing, and  interrupting  him,  bitterly  exclaimed, 
"you  have  undone  me!  you  have  ruined  mel 
— "Never  mind,  give  yourself  no  concern," 
said  the  adroit  advocate ;  and  turning  to  the 
court  oud  jury,  continued  his  argument  by  ob- 
serving, "May  it  please  your  honors,  and  you, 
gentiemen  of  the  jury,  I  have  been  stating  to 
Tou  what  I  presume  my  adversary  may  urge  on 
Lis  side.  I  will  now  sbow  you  how  fallacious 
his  reasoniug  and  groundless  his  pretensions 
are."  The  skufDl  orator  proceeded,  satisfactorily 
refuted  every  argument  he  had  advanced,  and 
gained  his  cause  I    A  succees  with  which  I 


United  atatti.  [Febkiukt,  181L 

trust  the  eiertioQ  of  my  honorable  Mend  wiH 
on  this  occasion  be  crowned. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  honorable  gentlemta 
ftom  Qeorgia  (Mr.  Osawfobd)  that  tijig  b« 
been  made  a  party  question,  althongfa  the  bnr 
incorporating  the  bank  was  passed  prior  to  the 
formation  or  parties,  and  when  Oongjess  wu 
not  biased  by  party  pr^ndioea.  [Mr.  Cuv- 
FOBD  explained.  He  did  not  mean  that  it  bad 
been  made  a  party  qneetion  in  the  Senate.  Hia 
allusion  wsa  elsewhere.]  I  do  not  ^ink  it 
alb^etber  ftur  to  refer  to  the  disonsaions  in  tbe 
House  of  Representatives,  as  gentJemui  belww- 
ing  to  that  body  have  no  oppcw'tanity  of  deftod- 
ing  themselves  here.  It  is  true  that  this  b« 
was  not  tbe  effect,  bnt  it  is  no  leas  true  that  it 
was  one  of  the  causes  of  the  political  divinonscf 
this  conntT}-.  And  %  during  the  a^tat[on  rf 
the  present  question,  the  renewal  has,  on  <ae 
side,  been  opposed  on  party  principles,  let  me 
aak  i^  on  the  other,  it  has  not  been  advocated 
on  similar  principles  t  Where  is  the  Maeedth 
nian  phalanx,  the  opposition  in  GongreH  t  I  be- 
lieve, rir,  I  ^all  not  incur  the  chai^  of  pe- 
sumptuoos  prophecy,  when  I  predict  that  m 
shall  not  pick  up  from  its  ranks  one  sin^ 
HtraOTier  1  And  if,  on  this  occasion,  my  wortlj 
friend  from  Georgia  has  gone  over  into  the  camp 
of  the  enemy,  is  it  kind  in  him  to  look  back 
upon  bis  former  friends,  and  rebuke  them  for 
the  fidelity  with  which  they  adhere  to  Uieirold 
principles? 
I  shall  not  stop  to  examioe  how  far  a  reprs- 
ntative  b  bound  by  the  instructions  of  his  em- 
etituents.  Thisis  a  question  between  the  givsr 
and  receiver  of  the  iostrnctions.  But  I  mnsi  be 
permitted  to  express  my  surprise  at  the  pointed 
difference  which  has  been  made  between  the 
opinions  and  iDstrnctions  of  State  Legislatures,  ' 
and  the  opinions  and  details  of  the  deputitione 
with  which  we  have  been  surronnded  ftwo 
Philadelphia.  Whilst  the  resolutions  of  those 
Lepalaturea — known,  legitimate,  constitutional 
and  deliberative  bodies — have  been  thnnm 
into  the  back  ground,  and  their  interference 
regarded  as  officious,  these  dblegations  from 
self-created  societias,  composed  of  whom  no- 
body knows,  have  been  received  by  the  com- 
mittee with  the  utmost  complaisance.  Their 
oommunicationa  have  been  treasured  nv  with 
tbe  greatest  diligence.  Never  did  the  Delpinc 
priests  collect  with  more  holy  cu«  the  ftaatic 
expressions  of  the  agitated  Pythia,  or  eiponnd 
them  with  more  solemnity  to  the  astomnlKd 
Grecians,  than  has  the  committee  gathered  ths 
opiuions  and  testimony  of  these  deputies,  and 
through  the  gentleman  from  Ma^eachnsetts, 
pompously  detailed  them  to  the  Senate  I  Pbila- 
delphia  has  her  immediate  representativa^ 
capable  of  expressing  her  wishes  upon  the  floor 
of  the  other  House.  If  it  be  improper  for 
States  to  obtxade  upon  Congress  tiwir  sscti- 
ile,  it  is  rnndk  more  highly  so  for  the  na- 
authoriied  deputies  of  fortuitous  congregations. 
The  first  singular  feature  that  attjacta  atteo- 
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tion  in  tliu  bill  ia  the  new  and  anconBtitatioiial 
T«U)  wMoh  it  estAbllsheB.  The  coostitntdon  has 
Rqnired  only,  thftt  after  billn  hftve  passed  the 
Hoow  of  Ropresentativee  and  the  Senate,  they 
dull  be  presented  to  the  President  for  his  ap- 
pranl  or  r^jectioii,  and  his  detenntnatioii  is  to 
H  made  ImowD  in  ten  days.  Bat  this  bill 
proridta,  that  when  all  the  cotiatitational  uno- 
tioDs  are  obtained,  and  when  aooording  to  the 
mnal  roDtioe  of  legislation  it  ought  to  be 
eontidercd  as  a  law,  it  is  to  be  snbmitted  to  a 
iHwbTaiioh  of  theLegisletore,  oonmstingof  the 
Pnadent  and  twen^-foor  DiiMtors  of  the 
Buk  of  the  United  Stat«e,  holding  thrir  eea- 
rians  ia  Philadelphia,  and  if  they  please  to  ap- 
[*0Te  it,  why  then  it  is  to  iMcome  a  law !  And 
three  months  (the  term  allowed  by  onrlaw  of 
llij  last,  to  one  of  the  great  belGgerents  for 
HToking  his  edicts,  after  the  other  shall  have 

Ziled  hU)  are  granted  them  to  decide 
ther  an  act  of  Congreee  ehaH  be  the  law  of 
tlw  laad  or  not  1  An  act  which  is  B^d  to  he  in- 
ditpousUT  necessaij  to  onr  salvation,  and 
wiiixnt  the  passage  of  whidi,  nniTenal  die- 
tns  and  bankniptoy  are  to  perrada  the  conn- 
try.  Bemember,  At,  tliat  the  honorable  gentle- 
miD  from  Geon^  has  contended  that  this  char- 
ter i>  no  contract.  Does  it,  then,  become  Qie 
repnMDtaliTes  of  the  nation  to  leave  the  nation 
U  the  mercy  of  a  corporation )  Onght  the 
impending  calamities  to  be  left  to  the  huard  of 
1  eoDtingent  remedy ) 

Tim  Tiigrant  power  to  erect  a  bank,  after 
btTing  wandered  tlironghoat  tBe  whole  cotuti- 
tdion  in  qnest  of  some  congenial  spot  where- 
upon ta  fasten,  has  been  at  length  located  by 
tae  gentleman  from  Georgia  on  that  provision, 
Yhich  aathorizea  Oongraaa  to  lay  and  collect 
tues,  ke.  In  1791,  the  power  ia  refen«d  to 
eae  put  of  the  inatmment ;  in  1811,  to  another. 
Samelinm  it  is  alleged  to  be  dedncible  from  the 

Co-  to  regulate  oommerce.  Bard  pressed 
,  it  diiq>pettr8,  and  ebowa  Itself  nnder  the 
Finttoooinmoney.  The sasadotw Secretaiy <ri^ 
thsTreasaryin  1791  poimed  the  wlaeat  oonrse 
-^e  has  taken  aheiter  behind  general,  high- 
mmdiag,and  imposing  t«rms.  Hehaadeclu^d 
in  the  preamble  to  the  act  establishing  the  bant 
All  It  will  be  very  condndve  to  the  sneoessM 
ModnctiBg  oi  the  national  flnanoea;  will  tend 
to  pre  boilitj  to  the  obb^ning  of  hiaos,  and 
^  be  productive  of  considerable  advantage 
te  tnde  and  indnsti7  in  generaL  No  allodon 
i)  mide  to  the  oollaction  of  taxes.  What  is 
the  nature  of  this  Government  f  It  is  emphati- 
caUj  federal,  Wt«d  with  an  aggregate  of  sped- 
W  powers  for  general  porpoees,  conceded  by 
tiiiimgBoTereignties,  who  have  themaelvee  re- 
laiDed  what  ia  not  bo  conceded.  It  is  said  that 
tlwie  ire  cases  in  which  it  most  act  on  implied 
po*ei»,  This  is  not  controvert«d,  hot  the  im- 
itation moat  be  neceesary,  and  obvionely  flow 
fh>ni  the  enamerated  power  with  which  it  is 
■Ilied.  The  power  to  charter  companies  is  not 
■pMifled  in  tne  grant,  and  I  contend  ia  of  a 
Won  not  trane&rable  by  mere  impUoation. 


It  is  one  of  the  most  exalted  attribntea  of  sover- 
eignty. In  the  exorcise  of  this  gigantic  power 
we  have  seen  an  East  India  Company  created, 
which  has  carried  dismay,  desolation,  and  death 
thronghont  one  of  the  largest  portions  of  the 
habitable  world.  A  company  wbiob  is,  in  itself 
a  sovereignty — which  has  sabverted  empires 
and  set  np  new  dynasties — and  baa  not  only 
made  war,  bat  war  agunat  its  legitimate  sover- 
eign I  Under  the  innnenoe  of  thia  power,  we 
have  seen  arise  a  SonCh  Sea  Oompuiy,  and  a 


throw  of  all  credit  and  oonfldence,  and  nniversal 
baukmptoy.  Is  it  to  be  imagined  that  a  power 
so  vast  wonld  have  been  left  by  the  wiedom  of 
the  oonstitntion  to  doubtful  inference  ?  It  has 
been  alleged  that  there  are  many  instances,  in 
the  oonstitndon,  where  powers,  m  their  nature 
inotdental,  and  which  would  have  necessarily 
vested  along  with  the  principal  power,  are 
ueverthelesB  expreesly  ennmerated;  and  the 
power  "  to  make  rolee  and  regnlations  for  the 
government  of  the  land  and  naval  forces," 
which,  it  is  said,  is  incidental  to  the  power  to 
raise  armies  and  provide  a  navy,  is  given  as  an 
example.  What  does  this  prove?  How  eX' 
tremely  caatioiiB  the  convention  were  to  leave 
as  linle  as  poasible  to  implication.  In  all  cases 
where  inddentol  powers  are  acted  npon,  the 
principal  and  incidental  onght  to  be  congenial 
with  each  other,  and  part&ke  of  a  common 
nature.  The  incidental  power  onght  to  be 
strictly  subordinate  and  limited  to  the  end  pro- 

riod  to  be  attained  by  the  specified  power, 
other  words,  nnder  the  name  of  ocoomplish- 
ing  one  object  which  is  specified,  the  power  im~ 
plied  ou^t  not  to  be  made  to  embrace  other 
oljjeeta  which  are  not  specified  in  the  oonstitn- 
tion.  If  then  yon  contd  establish  a  bank  to 
collect  and  diaCribnto  the  revenue,  itoi^htto 
be  expressly  reetrioted  to  the  purpose  of  such 
oollectaon  and  distribntiim-  It  is  a  mockery, 
worse  than  nsnrpalidn,  to  establish  it  for  a  law- 
M  o^eot,  and  Uien  extend  it  to  other  otjieotB 
whidi  ore  not  lawful.  In  deducing  the  power 
to  create  oorporatiotia,  such  as  I  have  described 
It,  from  the  power  to  oolleot  taxes,  the  relation 
and  condition  of  principal  and  incident  ore 
prostrated  and  destroyed.  The  accessory  is  ex- 
alted above  the  principaL  As  well  im^t  it 
be  said  that  the  great  Inimnary  of  day  is  on  no- 
oewory,  a  satellite  to  the  hnmblest  star  that 
twinkles  forth  its  feeble  light  in  the  firmament 
of  heaven  I 
Suppose  the  constitution  had  been  silent  as 
an  individual  department  of  this  Govern- 
ment, could  you,  nnder  the  power  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  establish  a  Judiciary  t  I  presume 
not;  but  if  yon  could  derive  the  power  by 
mere  implication,  ooold  yon  veet  it  wiui 
any  other  aathority  than  to  enforce  the  oolleo- 
tion  of  the  revenue  t  A  bank  is  made  for  tho 
ostensible  purpose  of  ^ing  in  the  collection  ot 
the  revenue,  and  while  it  is  engaged  in  thi&  the 
moat  inferior  and  aubordinate  of  all  ita  Amo- 
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.  tions,  it  is  nude  to  difiiue  itself  through  socie- 
ty, uid  to  influence  all  tlie  great  operations  of 
(vedit,  oircnlatiou,  and  oonunerce.  like  the 
Virginia  jostioe,  yon  tetl  the  m&n,  whose  turke; 
had  been  stolon,  that  jonr  book  of  precedent* 
AmuBhes  no  form  fbr  lua  case,  bat  then  jon  wili 
grant  him  »  precept  to  search  for  a  cow,  and 
when  looking  for  that  he  maj  poseibl;  find  his 
turkey  1  Yon  saj  to  this  corporation,  we  ci 
not  anthorize  70a  to  dlsconnt— to  emit  papei 
t«  regulate  oommerce,  Ao.  Nol  Our  book 
has  no  precedents  of  that  kind.  But  then  we 
can  authorize  yon  to  collect  the  reTenne,  and, 
while  occnpied  with  that^  yon  may  do  whatever 
«lse  yoQ  please  I 

What  IS  a  corporation  sach  as  the  bill  c(«- 
templates  I  It  Is  a  splendid  aseodation  of  fa- 
rco^individQals,  taken  from  the  mass  of  society, 
and  invested  with  eiemptions  and  nirronnded 
by  immnnitiea  and  privileges.  The  honorable 
gentle  man  iixmi  Ifassochosetts  (Mr.  Llotd)  has 
Bud  that  the  original  lav,  eetablishing  the  bank, 
was  justly  liable  to  the  objection  of  vesting  in 
that  inetJtntion  an  eiclnsive  privilege,  the  futh 
of  the  GoTemment  being  pledged  that  no  other 
bank  dionld  be  anthorixed  daring  its  exist«nce. 
This  objection  he  supposes  is  obviated  by  the 
bill  nnder  conside ration ;  bnt  all  oorporatiotts 
«q]oy  ezclnsive  privileges— that  is,  the  corpora- 
tors have  privileges  which  no  others  poeeees ; 
and  if  yoD  create  fifty  corporations  instead  of 
one,  yoa  have  tmly  &y  privileged  bodies  in- 
stead of  one^ 

I  contend  'that  the  States  have  the  exclusive 
power  to  regulate  contracts,  to  declare  the  oa- 
pacitiee  and  incapacities  to  contract,  and  to  pro- 
vide as  to  the  extent  of  responsibility  of  debtors 
to  their  creditors.  If  Congress  have  the  power 
to  erect  an  artificial  body  and  say  it  shall  be  en- 
dowed with  the  attribntes  of  an  individual— 4f 
you  can  bestow  on  this  object  of  your  own 
creation  the  ability  to  contract,  may  yon  not, 
in  contravention  of  State  rights,  confer  upon 
slaves,  in&nta,  and  f^ea  fcovert,  the  ability  to 
oontract)  And  if  yoa  have  the  power  to  say 
that  an  association  of  individnals  shall  l>e  re- 
sponsible for  their  debts  only  in  a  certain  limit- 
ed degree,  what  is  to  prevent  an  extension  of  a 
rimilar  exemption  to  individuals  t  Where  is 
the  limitation  npon  this  power  to  set  up  corpo- 
rations! Yoa  estaUish  one,  in  the  heart  of  a 
State,  the  basis  of  whose  capital  is  money.  You 
may  erect  others  whose  capita!  shall  couust  of 
land,  sUvee,  and  personal  estate,  and  thus  the 
wbote  property  within  the  jnrisdiction  of  a  Stale 
might  be  absorbed  by  these  political  twdies. 
The  existing  bank  cont^nda  that  it  is  beyond 
the  power  of  a  State  to  tax  it,  and  if  this  pre- 
tension be  well  founded,  it  b  in  the  power  of 
Congress,  by  chartering  companies,  to  dry  np 
the  whde  of  the  sources  of  State  revenae. 
Qeorgia  has  UDdertsken,  it  is  true,  to  levy  a 
tax  on  the  branch  within  her  Jurisdiction,  but 
this  law,  DOW  under  a  conrse  of  litigation,  is 
considered  aa  invalid.  The  United  States  own 
a  great  deal  of  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio ;  can 
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this  Government,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  on 
ability  to  pnrchase  it,  charts  a  company! 
Aliens  are  forbidden,  I  believe,  in  that  State,  to 
bold  real  estate— oonld  yon,  in  order  to  mnlti- 


imagine  tlus  will  hardly  be  inMste^  upon ;  and 
yet  there  exists  a  more  obvious  connection  be- 
tween the  undoubted  power,  which  is  poacwed 
by  this  Oovemment,  to  sell  its  land,  and  the 
means  of  axeonting  that  power,  by  iucreasiiig' 
the  demand  in  the  market,  Utan  there  is  ba- 
tween  this  bank  and  the  collection  of  a  tax. 
This  Grovemment  has  tlie  power  to  levy  taxca 
— to  raise  armies — provide  a  navy — make  w^ 
— regulate  commerce — coin  money,  Ac  It 
would  not  be  diffionlt  to  show  as  intiniate  a 
oODjiection  between  a  oorporation,  estohiished 
for  any  purpose  whatever,  and  some  one  or 
other  of  those  great  powers,  aa  there  ia  ba- 
tween  the  raveDOe  and  the  bank  of  the  tJnitad 
StsteB. 

Let  ns  inquire  into  the  sctual  partidpaUon  of 
this  bank  in  the  collection  of  the  revenae.  Prior 
to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1800,  requiring  the 
collectors  of  those  ports  of  entry,  at  which  the 
principal  bonk  or  any  of  its  ofBces  are  situated, 
to  deposit  with  them  the  costom'house  bond^ 
it  had  not  the  smallest  agency  in  the  coUeotioa 
of  the  duties.  Dnring  almost  cme  moiety  of 
the  period  to  which  the  existence  of  this  insti- 
tulion  was  limited,  it  was  noways  inatramAotal 
in  the  collection  of  that  reveune,  to  which  it  is 
now  become  Tndispensable  1  The  ooltectioo, 
previous  to  IBOO,  was  made  entirely  by  tbe  ool- 
lectors ;  and  even  at  present,  where  there  is 
one  port  of  entry,  at  which  this  book  ia  em- 
ployed, there  are  eig^t  or  ten  at  which  the  ool- 
leotion  is  made  as  it  was  before  1800.  And, 
sir,  what  does  this  hank  0/  its  branches  when 
resort  is  had  to  it  I  It  does  not  a4jnst  with 
the  merchant  the  amount  of  the  dnty,  nor  taka 
hlfl  bond ;  nor,  if  tbe  bond  is  not  paid,  ooerae 
the  payment  by  distress  or  otherwise.  In  &ot, 
it  has  no  active  agency  whatever  in  the  ctrilee- 
tion.  Its  operaticm  is  merely  pasmve ;  that  is, 
if  the  obligor,  after  his  bond  is  placed  ia  the 
bank,  disoba^es  it,  all  is  wry  wdl.  Snoh  is 
the  mighty  aid  afforded  by  this  tax-gathero-, 
wilhoat  which  the  Govermneot  cannot  get 
alMig  I  Again,  it  is  not  pretended  that  tbe  very 
limited  assistance  which  this  institnticai  doee  in 
truth  render,  extends  to  any  other  than  a  rin^ 
species  of  tax,  that  is,  duties.  In  the  colleciioa 
m  tbe  excise,  tbe  direct  and  other  internal 
taxes,  no  aid  was  derived  frcu  any  bank.  It 
is  true,  in  the  collection  of  those  taxes,  tlie 
farmer  did  not  obtMn  the  same  indalgenee 
which  the  merchant  reoeifes  in  paying  dntiea. 
But  what  obliges  Congress  to  ^ve  credit  at  all  t 
Could  it  not  dsmand  prompt  payment  of  the 
duties!  And  in  fiiot  does  it  not  so  demand  in 
many  instances!  Whether  cn^it  is  given  or 
matter  merely  of  discretion.    If  it  b« 


,L-ooglc 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


tamoAKT,  1B11.]  S<mk 

li^t  to  ingraft  upon  it  a  bank,  which  joa 
vonld  not  otherwise  hftve  the  power  to  erect. 
Ton  cannot  creftt«  the  Deceagity  of  &  bank, 
and  then  plead  that  neoeanty  for  its  establiah- 
ment.  In  the  adminiatration  of  the  finaoceB, 
th«  bank  acts  simplj  as  a  payer  and'receivi 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treaanrr  htu  money 
New  York  and  wants  it  in  Charleston  ;  the 
bank  will  furnish  him  with  a  check,  or  bill,  to 
make  the  retnittanoe,  which  any  merobant 
would  do  jnst  as  well. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  ^ow  by  fkct,  actanl 
experience,  not  theoretic  reasoning,  bat  by  (he 
records  themaelvea  of  the  Treasury,  that  tbe 
operationB  of  that  department  may  be  as  well 
eoiidDet«d  withoot  as  with  this  bank.  Thede- 
huion  has  oonaiated  in  tbe  use  of  certain  bigh- 
■oondingphrasea,  dezteronaly  ased  on  the  occa- 
Am.  "  The  ooUection  of  the  revenne" — "  The 
adminiatratioa  of  the  finance"—"  The  oondnct- 
ing  the  fiscal  afTairs  of  the  Government"  the 
nroal  language  of  the  advocates  of  the  bank, 
extort  express  assent,  or  awe  into  acqaiescence, 
without  inquiiT  or  examination  Into  its  neoea- 
rity.  AboDt  the  commencement  of  this  year 
thM»  H>pears,  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
rfthe  Treaanry  of  the  7m  of  January,  to  have 
been  a  little  npwards  of  two  millions  foor  hns- 
dred  thonsand  dollars  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States ;  and  more  than  one-third  of  this 
whcde  anm  was  in  the  vaults  of  local  banks.  In 
several  instances,  where  an  opportnnitj  existed 
of  aelectiiig  the  bank,  a  preference  has  been 
given  to  the  State  bank,  or  at  least  a  portion  of 
the  deposita  has  been  made  with  it.  In  New 
Terk,  for  example,  there  was  deposited  with 
the  Manhattan  Bank  1188,670,  although  a 
branch  bank  is  in  that  city,  in  this  District, 
$116,080  were  depomted  with  the  bank  of  Co- 
lombia, althoQgb  here  also  is  a  branch  bank, 
,  sad  yet  the  State  bulks  are  nttarlr  nnaafe  to  be 
trsstod  I  If  the  money,  after  the  bonds  are  ool- 
leeted,  is  thns  placed  with  these  bank^  I  pre- 
iDnM  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  pWng  the 
bonds  themselves  there,  if  they  must  be  de- 
posited nith  Borne  bank  for  ooUectdon,  which  I 

Again,  one  of  the  most  important  and  oom- 
riioiied  branches  of  the  Treasnry  Department 
M  the  management  of  oui  landed  system.  The 
sales  have  some  years  amounted  to  npwards  of 
half  a  million  of  dollars,  are  generally  made 
epoD  credit,  and  yet  no  bank  whatever  is  made 
On  of  tA  &cilitate  the  collection.  After  it  is 
made,  the  amoont  in  some  instances  has  been 
dqiosited  with  banks,  and  according  to  the 
Secratary's  report,  which  I  have  before  advert- 
ed to^  the  amount  so  deposited  was  in  Janoary 
upwards  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  not 
one  cent  of  which  was  in  the  vanlts  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  of  its 
branches,  but  in  the  Bank  of  PennsvlvaiJa,  its 
Ivanch  at  I^ttsbnrK  the  Marietta  Bank,  and 
the  Eentucky  Bank.  Upon  the  point  of  re- 
ipouibility,  I  cannot  snbscribe  to  the  opinion 
at  the  BomtMxj  of  the  Treasury,  if  it  is  meant 
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that  the  ability  to  pay  the  amount  of  any  de- 
posits which  the  Oovemment  may  make  under 
any  exigency,  is  greater  than  that  of  the  State 
banks ;  that  the  accountability  of  a  ramified  in- 
stitution, whose  ai&jrs  are  managed  by  a  single 
head,  responsible  for  all  ita  members,  is  more 
dmple  (lum  that  of  a  number  of  independent 
and  unconnected  establishments,  ]  shall  not 
deny ;  but,  with  regard  to  safety.  I  am  strongly 
inclined  to  think  it  is  on  the  side  of  the  local 
banka.  The  corruption  or  misconduct  of  the 
parent,  or  any  of  its  branches,  may  bankrupt  or 
destroy  the  whole  system,  and  the  loss  of  the 
Government  in  that  event  will  be  of  the  de- 
posits made  with  each ;  whereas  in  the  failure 
of  one  State  bank  the  loss  will  be  confined  to 
the  deposit  in  the  vaults  of  that  bank.  It  is 
said  to  have  been  a  part  of  Burr's  plan  to  seize 
on  the  branch  bank  at  New  Orleans.    At  that 

S)riod  lai^  sums,  imported  from  La  Vera 
roE,  are  ^eged  to  have  been  deposited  with 
it,  and  if  the  traitor  had  accomplished  hia  de- 
sign^ the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  if  not  ac- 
tually bankrupt,  might  have  been  constrained 
to  stop  payment. 

It  is  urged  by  the  gentleman  ftom  Maasacha- 
setts,  (Mr.  Llotd,)  that  as  this  nation  progress- 
es in  commerce^  wealth,  and  population,  new 
ener^es  will  be  unfolded,  new  wants  and  exi- 
gencies will  arise,  and  hence  he  infers  that 
powers  must  be  implied  from  the  constitntion. 
But,  sir,  the  question  is,  shall  we  stret«h  the 
instrument  to  embrace  cases  not  iairly  within 
its  scope,  or  shall  we  resort  to  that  remedy, 
by  amendment,  which  the  constitution  pia- 
scrlbes! 

Oentlemen  contend  that  the  oonstrucUon 
which  they  give  to  the  constitution  has  been 
aoquieeoed  in  by  all  parties,  and  under  all  ad- 
'st  ations;  and  they  rely  particularly  ba  an 
rhich  paased  in  1804,  for  extending  a  branch 
to  New  Orleans,  and  another  act,  of  180T,  for 
punislung  those  who  should  forge  or  utter 
forged  paper  of  the  bank.  With  r^ard  to  the 
first  law,  passed  nodoabt  upon  the  recommend- 

'  Q  of  the  Treasury  Department.  I  would  re- 
'k,  that  it  was  the  extension  of  a  branch  to 
a  Territory,  over  which  Congress  possesses 
power  of  legislation  almost  uncontrolled,  and 
where,  wiihont  any  constitutional  impediment, 
charters  of  incorporation  may  be  granted.  As 
to  the  other  act,  it  was  passed  no  less  for  the 
benefit  of  the  oommnni^  than  the  bonk— to 
protect  the  ignorant  and  unwary  from  counter- 
feit paper,  purporting  to  have  been  emitted 
by  the  buik.  When  gentlemen  are  claiming 
the  advantage  supposed  to  be  dedncible  from 
aoquiescence,  let  me  inquire  what  the;  would 
have  had  those  to  have  done  who  believed  the 
establishment  of  the  bank  an  encroachment  upon 
State  rights  t  Were  they  to  have  resisted,  and 
how  i  By  force )  ■  Upon  the  change  of  parties, 
in  1800,  It  must  be  well  recollected  that  the 
greatest  calamttdea  were  predicted  as  conse- 
quenoes  of  that  event.  Intentions  were  ascrib- 
ed to  the  new  ooonpauta  of  power  of  violating 
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the  pnblio  futh  and  prostrating  national  credit. 
TJader  saoh  droamataDoea,  that  tixej  should  act 
with  great  cironmspeotioii  was  quite  uataral 
Thof  saw  in  full  operation  a  bank,  ohartered  bj 
a  Congress  who  had  as  mneh  rirht  to  Jadge  of 
their  conHtitntional  powers  as  their  BaooeMors. 
Had  thej  revoked  the  law  which  gave  it  eiist- 
enoe,  the  iostitntioa  would,  in  all  probabilitf, 
have  ootttinoed  to  transact  bouness  notwith- 
Btanding.  The  Judiciary  woold  have  boaa  ap- 
pealed to ;  and,  from  the  known  opinions  and 
predilections  of  the  judges  then  composing  it, 
thej  woold  have  pronounced  the  act  of  incor- 
poration, as  in  the  nature  of  a  contract,  b»- 
yond  the  repealing  power  of  an7SDC0MdingL«- 
gialatnre.  And,  sir,  what  a  scene  of  confusion 
would  such  a  state  of  things  liave  preaented- 
an  act  of  Oongresa,  which  was  law  in  the  stat- 
ute book,  and  a  nullit;  on  the  Judicial  records  I 
Was  it  not  wisest  to  wait  the  natural  dimolntion 
of  the  corporation,  rather  than  accelerate  that 
event  by  a  repealing  law  involving  so  manydel- 
ioate  condderations ! 

When  gentlemen  attempt  to  carry  thia  meas- 
nre,  npon  the  ground  of  acquiescence  or  pre- 
cedent, do  they  for^t  that  we  are  not  in  Weet- 
minster  Hall  ?  In  oocrts  of  justice,  the  utility 
of  uniformity  of  decision  exacts  of  the  Judge  a 
conformity  to  the  ac(jndioation  of  hla  predeoes' 
BOr.  In  tiic  inteq>retatioQ  and  administration 
of  the  law,  this  practice  is  wise  and  proper; 
and  without  it,  every  thing  deDending  upon  the 
caprice  of  the  Judge,  we  should  have  no  secu- 
rity fijr  our  dearest  rights.  It  is  &r  otherwise 
when  applied  to  the  source  of  legislation.  Here 
no  rule  exists  but  the  oonstitnCion ;  and  to  legis- 
late upon  the  gronnd  merely  that  our  pred^see- 
sors  tbonght  themselves  auttiorized,  nndernmi- 
lar  circmnstanoea,  to  l^pdate,  is  to  sanctify 
error  and  perpetuate  usurpatjon.  But  if  we 
are  to  be  subjected  to  the  trammels  of  prece- 
dents, I  claim,  on  the  other  hand,  Uie  benefit  of 
the  Testriotions  under  which  the  lnt«lligent 
^udge  oawtonsly  receives  them.  It  is  an  estab- 
lished rule,  that  (o  give  to  a  previous  a^udioa- 
tion  any  effect,  the  mind  of  tJie  Judge  who  pro- 
nounced moat  have  been  awakened  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  it  most  have  been  a  deliberate  opinion 
formed  after  fhll  ai^nment  In  teohnkial  lan- 
guage, it  must  not  have  been  m(£  tilmttio.  Now, 
*■--   ---a  of   1804  and  1807,  relied  upon  as 


r,  of  the  constitutional  power  of  Oougress 
to  establish  a  bank,  but  I  venture  to  say,  with- 
out a  single  member  having  had  his  attention 
drawn  to  this  question.  I  bad  the  honor  of  a 
Mat  in  the  Senate  when  the  Iatt«r  law  passed ; 
probably  voted  for  it ;  and  I  declare,  with  the 
utmost  eiucerity,  that  I  never  once  tbonght  of 
that  point ;  and  I  appeal  oonfldantly  to  every 
honorable  member  wno  wsa  then  present  to  say 
if  that  was  not  his  situation. 

Tliie  doctrine  of  precedents,  applied  to  the 
Leg^ture,  appears  to  me  to  be  fraoght  with 
the  most  misomevona  oousequBnoee.    The  great . 
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advantage  of  our  system  of  government  era 
all  others  is,  that  we  have  a  writleu  constitD- 
ti(«  defining  its  limit*  and  preeeribiog  iti 
authorities;  and  that,  however  fur  a  tims  fse- 
tion  may  convulse  the  nation,  and  pasBioa  mi 
party  pn^adice  sway  ita  fiinotianarieBi  the  season 
of  rejection  will  recur,  when  calmly  retnosg 
their  deeda,  and  all  aberrations  fiom  fbada- 
mental  principle  will  be  connoted.  BatoMt 
subelitnte  practice  for  prindple,  the  eiqMnlioni 
of  the  constitution  for  the  text  of  the  amsti- 
tntlon,  and  in  vain  shall  we  took  for  the  uutn- 
ment  in  the  instrnment  itsel£  It  will  be  ■ 
diffused  and  intangible  as  the  pretended  comti- 
tntion  of  England ;  and  it  must  be  soogbtlcr 
in  the  statnto  book,  in  the  fogitive  jonrnsls  ct 
Oongresa,  and  in  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  ths 
Treasury.  What  would  be  our  oondition.  if  ire 
were  to  take  the  Interpretationa  given  to  thit 
sacred  book,  which  is  or  ought  to  be  the  arit» 
Hon  of  our  ftuth,  for  the  book  itselfl  Wa 
should  find  the  Holy  Bible  buried  b^ieath  tha 
iDlarpretati<HiB,  glosses,  and  comments  of  conn- 
cils,  synods,  and  learned  divines,  which  havs 
produced  swanns  of  intolerant  and  fiirioos  sect^ 
piartaking  lees  of  the  mtldneas  and  meekuea  of 
their  origin  than  of  a  vindictive  spirit  of  hostil- 
ity towards  each  other.  TheyoughttosffbrdiiBi 
solemn  warning  to  make  that  constitutioo,  whidi 
we  have  sworn  to  support,  our  invariable  guida 

I  oonoeive,  then,  sir,  that  we  are  not  em- 
powered by  the  oonstitntlon  nor  bound  by  soy 
practice  under  it,  to  renew  the  charter  of  tliil 
bank  and  I  might  here  resttbe  argnmant.  But 
as  there  are  strong  objections  to  the  renewti 
upon  the  score  of  expediency,  and  as  the  dis- 
tresses which  will  attend  the  diseolation  of  [he 
bank  have  been  greatly  exaggerated,  I  wilt  sak 
your  indnlgeuce  for  a  few  moments  Icitger. 
That  Bome  temporary  inconvenience  will  arise, 
I  shall  not  deny ;  but  moet  Kroondlenly  have  . 
the  reoent  fkilorea  in  New  York  been  attrilitded 
to  the  disoontinnanoe  of  this  bank.  As  wdl 
might  you  ascribe  to  ttiat  oauao  the  fulnrta  of 
Amsterdam  and  Hamburg,  of  London  and  Urar- 
pooL  The  embarrassments  of  commerce,  ths 
seqnestration  in  France,  the  Danish  captnits— 
in  fine,  the  belligerent  edicts,  are  the  obviooa 
BOUTcee  of  these  failnres.  Th«r  immeditte 
oanse  is  the  return  of  bills  upon  Londcui,  drawn 
upon  the  ft^th  of  unprodnt^ve  or  nnprofitaUa 
shipments.  Yes,  sir,  the  protests  of  the  nota- 
ries of  London,  not  those  of  New  York,  bara 
occasioned  theee  bankruptfiiee. 

The  power  of  a  nation  is  Baid  to  oonnst  in 
the  sword  and  the  purse.  Perb^ii^  at  last,  sU 
power  is  reaolvaWe  into  that  of  the  purse,  tat 
with  it  yon  may  command  almost  every  thint 
else.  The  specie  cironWon  of  the  United 
States  is  estimated  by  some  calculators  st  tra 
millions  of  dollars;  and  if  it  Iw  no  more,  om 
moiety  is  in  the  vaults  of  this  bank.  Ifay  not 
the  time  arrive  when  the  concentration  of  such 
a  vast  portjon  of  the  oircnlating  medium  of  the 
country  in  the  hands  of  any  corporation  will 
be  dangerous  to  our  liberties  t    By  whom  is 
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institotioiis,  responubilitj  to  the  people,  b 
amen&ble  onjj  to  a  few  atookboldere,  and  tiiey 
chiefly  foreignera.  Suppoee  an  attempt  to  snb- 
rert  thia  GoTenunen^  would  not  the  traitor 
fint  aim,  bj  force  or  corrnption,  t«  acquire  the 
tieamre  of  this  oompaDj  I  Look  at  it  ia  ao- 
other  aq>ect.  SeTen-teotlu  of  its  capital  are  in 
the  hands  of  foreigners,  and  these  foreigners 
chiefly  English  Eobjeota.  We  are  poesibl; 
open  the  eve  of  a  raptore  with  that  na- 
tion, ^onld  each  an  event  ocenr,  do  yon 
apprehend  that  the  English  Fremter  would 
ezperienoe  anj  diffioolty  in  obtaining  the  entire 
ewtrol  of  thb  inatitation)  RepuUics,  above 
all  other  nalionB,  ought  moat  atndionaly  bo  guard 
against  foreign  inflnenoe.  All  history  proves 
that  tlie  intenial  disBenaiona  excited  by  foreign 
intrigoe  have  prodnced  the  downfall  of  almost 
ereiy  free  Government  that  has  hitherto  ex- 
iatca:  and  yet  gentlemen  contend  that  we  are 
benefited  by  the  posaesBion  of  this  foreign  capi- 
taL  If  we  oooIdhaTe  its  use,  without  its  at- 
ten^g  abnae,  I  should  be  grotiSed  also.  Bat 
ft  b  in  Tain  to  expect  the  one  without  the 
other.  Wealth  '»  power,  and  nnder  whatsoever 
Ibcm  it  exists,  its  proprietor,  whether  he  lives  on 
this  or  ttie  other  aide  of  the  Atlantic,  will  have 
a  proportionaie  influence.  It  ia  argaed,  that 
our  poooeooion  of  thia  English  capital  gtvea  as  a 
certain  injflnence  over  the  British  Government. 
If  thw  reasoning  be  sound,  we  had  better  re- 
Toke  the  interdiction  aa  to  aliens  holding  land, 
and  invite  foreignera  to  engross  the  whole  prop- 
tc^,  real  and  peraonal,  of  the  conntry.  We 
had  better  at  once  eichwige  the  condition  of  in- 
dqwudentproprietora  for  that  of  stewards.  We 
dionld  then  be  able  to  govern  foreign  nationa, 
Kowding  to  the  argoments  of  gentlemen  on  the 
other  Bide.  Sat  let  us  put  aside  this  theory, 
and  q>peal  to  the  decimons  of  eiperience.  Go 
to  the  otlter  ride  of  the  Atlantic,  and  see  what 
has  been  achieved  for  na  there  hj  Englishmen 
holding  eeven-tenths  of  the  capital  of  this  bank. 
Has  it  released  from  galling  and  ignominions 
bMidage  one  si^tary  American  seaman,  bleed- 
ing under  British  oppreeaion  )  Did  it  prevent 
the  oiunanly  attack  npon  the  Ohesapeakel  Did 
It  arrest  the  promulgation,  or  has  it  abrogated 
the  Orders  in  Oonncil— those  orders  which  have 
gireo  birth  to  a  new  era  in  oommeroe?  In 
qMte  cf  all  its  boasted  effeota,  are  not  the  two 
pstiona  bronght  to  the  very  brink  of  war?  Are 
we  qnit«  sure  that  on  this  side  of  the  water,  it 
has  bad  no  effect  favorable  to  British  interest!. 
It  has  ofl«n  been  stated,  and,  althoogb  I  do  not 
blow  that  it  is  ansoeptible  of  strict  prool^  I  be- 
Beve  it  to  be  a  fkot,  that  thia  hank  exerdsed  ittt 
infloeace  in  snpport  of  Ja; 's  treaty ;  and  ma; 
it  not  have  contribnted  to  blmtt  the  pablic  sen- 
timent, or  paralyze  the  eSbrta  of  UiiB  nation 
against  British  ^greaeion  t 

The  Dnke  of  ^>rthnmberiand  is  siud  to  be 
the  most  considerable  stockholder  in  the  Bank 
cC  th»  United  States.    A  late  Lord  Chaoeelloi 


of  Eni^and,  beeides  other  noblemen,  was  a  large 
stockholder.  Suppose  the  Prince  of  Essling, 
the  Doke  of  Caaore,  and  other  French  digni- 
taries owned  seven-eigbtlis  of  the  u^tital  of  thia 
bank,  should  we  witness  the  same  eiertions  (I 
allnde  not  to  any  made  in  the  Senate)  to  re- 
charter  it )  So  far  from  it,  would  not  the  dan- 
ger of  French  influence  be  resounded  throagh- 
ODt  the  nation  t 

I  shall  give  my  most  hearty  assent  to  the 
motion  for  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Fopx. — Mr.  President,  in  risinB  on  thia 
occasion,  I  never  more  entirely  obeyed  both  my 
feelinffs  and  my  judgment.  The  principle  in- 
volved, in  the  decision  about  to  be  given,  ia  in 
my  view  of  more  magnitude  than  any  which 
has  been  presented  for  our  oonsiderotion  since 
I  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  here.  It  is  no  less 
than  whether  we  shall  surrender  to  the  State 
Governments  the  power  of  collecting  onr  reve- 
nue and  rely  npon  the  old  system  of  reqaiu- 
tions.  We  are  called  npon  to  return  to  that 
state  of  Imbeoility  and  chaos  from  which  this 
political  &bric  was  reared  by  the  wisdom  and 
patriotism  of  the  first  statesmen  of  which  any 
age  or  nation  can  boast.  For  twenty  years  we 
have  collected  onr  revenue,  borrowed  money, 
paid  onr  debts,  and  managed  our  flscal  ooncema 
through  the  agency  of  a  national  bank.  That 
it  has  answered  the  moat  sanguine  expectations 
of  its  aathora ;  tbat  it  haa  been  well  managed, 
is  admitted  by  the  most  decided  opponents  to 
the  renewal  of  the  charter.  Althoagh  in  pnb- 
Uo  debate,  in  newspapers,  court-yards,  raoster- 
nelds,  &a.,  we  have  heard  mnoh  of  dangerous 

Kwers,  violations  of  the  constitution,  British 
laeuce,  and  poisonous  vipers,  &c.,  &c.,  which 
were  to  sting  to  death  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  yet  we  find  oorselves  as  free  almost  as 
the  tur  wa  breathe,  and  hardly  aabservient  to 
the  mildest  oode  of  laws  by  which  any  nation 
was  ever  governed.  In  the  city  ef  Philadelphia, 
and  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  geneially,  where 
these  aniraats  called  banks  have  grown  to  the 
most  enormous  size,  we  find  as  sound  morals, 
and  as  mnch  real  practical  republicanism,  as  in 
those  parts  of  the  Union  where  the  rattling  of 
this  viper's  tail  has  never  been  beard,  and  in 
point  of  solid  wealth  and  internal  improveiuenta, 
mark  the  oontrsat.  We  are  required  to  disre- 
gard the  leeeona  of  that  best  teacher,  experience, 
and  to  try  some  new  scheme.  However  capti- 
vating new  theories  and  abstract  propositiona 
were  a  few  years  since,  I  believe  (he  thinking 
men  of  all  part^  in  the  nation  are  perfectly 
oonvinoed  that  one  ounce  of  experienoe  and 
common  matter-of-fact  sense  is  worth  more  for 
the  purposes  of  l^[islation  than  a  ship-load  of 
theory  and  speculation.  We  are  told  that  we 
most  force  into  the  vaolte  of  the  bank  a  large 
portion  of  the  circulating  medimn,  and  thereby 
deprcee  the  prioe  of  everything  in  the  market; 
we  most  pve  a  riiook  to  credit  of  every  kind, 
obeok  and  embarrass  every  branch  of  agriout- 
tnral,  commercial,  and  manu&atnring  industry ; 


,L-ooglc 


A6Bn>GHENT  OF  THE 


Skutk]  BmAofau 

giTenptbeToaiigiaeohiuiioSiiiianaftujtnTeraiaDd 
merchants  with  small  capiUli  a  pray  to  the  aa- 
pid)^  of  moneyed  men,  who  wi]]  be  tempted  to 
withdraw  their  Ainde  from  trade  to  speculate 
on  the  wrecks  of  the  nnfortaiiBte.  This  is  not 
mere  matter  of  calonlation.  I  onlj  state  flu^ 
proved  to  ns  by  the  moat  nnqneetionable  eTi- 
denoe.  We  are  sot  only,  dr,  to  ruin  many  in- 
nocent and  unoffending  individnals,  but  to  de- 
range the  national  finances ;  and  for  what  is  all 
tbia  to  be  done  ?  To  promote  the  public  good 
or  advance  the  national  proeperty !  ilTo,  eir,  it 
is  not  pretended.  We  are  gravely  told,  that  we, 
the  Representatives  of  the  pet^le,  most  saori- 
fioe  the  people  to  aave  the  oonstitntion  of  the 
people,  whose  happiness  and  welfare  it  was  in- 
tended te  seoare.  If  this  be  tme,  it  is  indeed 
a  strange  Government  nnder  whieh  we  live.  I 
advance  the  opinion  with  oonfidenoe,  that  no 
principle  which,  in  its  practical  effects,  ontragee 
the  common  sense  and  feelings  of  mankind,  can 
be  a  sonnd  one,  and  we  ongbt  to  examine  it 
well,  and  heeitat«  mnch  before  we  give  onr  as- 
sent. To  bring  distren  on  the  conntry,  not  to 
prevent  a  vioU^ion  of  any  podtive  provision  of 
the  constitDtion ;  bnt  to  correct  wnat  we  sap- 
pose  to  have  been  fin  erroneons  consb^otion  of 
It  by  onr  predecessors,  of  which  neither  the 
States  nor  the  people  have  ever  oompluned, 
appears  to  be  more  nice  than  wise. 

Bisgaise  this  question  as  yon  will,  sir,  and  still 
it  will  clearly  appear  to  be  a  contest  between  a 
few  importing  States  and  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  Beaolntione  have  been  already 
l^d  on  onr  table  by  gentlemen  from  the  tw» 
large  SUtea:  from  which  instmetions  have 
been  received  in  snbstanoe,  requiring  Congress 
to  give  up  to  the  State  banks  the  coTlection  of 
the  national  revenne.  I  am,  Hr.  Preaident,  on 
the  ride  of  the  people  of  the  United  Statea. 
This  is  indeed  a  qaestion  of  party,  but  of  a  very 
different  charaoter  from  that  which  will  be  at^ 
tempted  to  be  palmed  on  the  people.  It  is  a 
ooatest  between  the  friends  and  enemies  of  the 
Federsl  ConatitntioD  revived;  fbr,  if  I  am  not 
miataben,  the  power  of  laying  and  collecting 
imposts  and  duties  was  BtrQngly  objected  to  by 
some  of  the  laige  States  having  advantageons 
seaports,  before  the  constitution  was  adopted. 
I  am  for  preserving  both  the  States  and  the 
Union.  I  consider  tiie  safety  and  independence 
of  the  several  States,  and  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  inseparably  oonnected  with  and  depend- 
ent on  the  efficiency  of  the  National  Govern- 
ment, and  it  is  to  me  onaccoontable  that  gen- 
tlemen in  &Tor  of  Strong  meaanree  against 
'  foreign  nations  shoold  be  so  solicitone  to  atrip 
tiie  Genera]  Government  of  thia  very  essential 
part  of  its  power.  We  were  told,  a  few  days 
since,  that  onr  army  was  ao  in^gnificant  and 
contemptible,  that  it  would  require  a  oonatable, 
with  a  search  warrant,  to  find  it.  I  have  heard 
another  gentleman  of  very  high  standing  sug- 
gest the  propriety  of  retrooeding  the  ten  miles 
square  to  the  St^ee  of  Virginia  and  Maryland. 
Onr  gunboats  are  almost  rotten.    We  have  not 
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more  frigates  and  other  armed  vemda  thia  nif- 
Sdent  to  carry  our  lOniatera  and  diplooitie 
despatches  to  foreign  oonria,  and  if  we  yield  lo 
Qie  States  the  collection  of  onr  revenne,  wbit 
will  remain  of  the  Federal  GoTemmat  widi 
which  the  people  can  identify  their  fedinga  a 
affections  ?  In  what  will  this  GovemmeDt  cw- 
aiat?  It  will  be  a  mere  creature  of  the  iniap- 
nation — a  political  fieticm.  And,  snalogom  Id 
the  fiction  in  the  action  of  ejectment,  we  shall 
have  to  suppose  its  existenoe,  and  then  bott«ni 
our  proceeoings  npon  that  Buppoeitim.  If  I 
was  hostile  to  our  Federal  Union,  or  wasted  to 

Kpare  the  public  mind  for  a  anrrender  of  ihii 
ipy  ^Htem  of  Qovenunent,  I  would  Joia  in 
the hneand cry  aguust  this  iostitntion;  Ivoil] 
support  every  measnre  calculated  to  desboy  ill 
confidence  in  and  respert  for  this  Gevenuoent, 
both  at  home  and  abroad ;  I  would  endeaTw  to 
produce  thronghont  the  oountry,  oonforiOB  and 
disorder,  and  a  state  of  gtorkuiB  uncertaiDtri 
then  persuade  the  people  to  seek  seencity  m 
tranquillity  under  some  other  fi>nn  of  Govern- 
ment. The  transition  fh>m  a  wild,  Gwtioua  de- 
mooracy,  to  despotiam,  is  often  easy,  and  gaa- 
erally  sudden.  The  eitremes  are  very  DioHy 
allied.  A  Republican  Government,  gnided  t? 
the  virtne  and  intelligence  of  a  nstiwi,  ia  tba 
first  of  hnmau  bleeainga,  bnt  when  directed  by 
the  angry,  vindictive  paauons  of  party,  tlw 
worst  of  which  the  imagination  can  oonceiTe. 
A  rqinblic,  to  be  durable,  must  in^ire  confl- 
denoe  and  reapect.  Bach  instability,  such  mi- 
able,  onsettied  policy  as  now  appears  to  be  the 
order  of  the  day,  could  not  have  been  antidpit«d 
by  any  man  blessed  with  a  tolerable  d^rea  of 
faith  in  the  aucceas  of  this  great  republican  &• 
periment.  Mr.  President,  I  have  ever  been  op- 
posed to  yielding  to  the  oonunercial  inteteat  in 
ondne  iiuBueDoe  in  thia  Govemmeat,  but  I  sm 
unwilling  to  make  an  unnecessary  and  wantMi 
attack  upon  them.  Coming  from  an  agricul- 
tural State,  I  am  not  disposed  to  increase  tba 
S'  aalonaiea  which  unfortunately  exist,  and  then- 
y  weaken  the  ties  by  which  these  Stataa  tra 
held  together.  I  am  sensible,  too,  how  modi 
the  proqierity  of  the  Btate  I  represent  depeaii 
on  a  proaperoua  atate  of  trade,  and  although  th* 
shock  from  the  dissolution  of  this  bank  will  be 
first  fqlt  in  the  commercial  cities,  it  must  iouue- 
diately  react  to  the  extremes  of  the  onpire.  I 
know  many  are  nnder  an  impresaon  that  Fad- 
eralista  and  British  ageuta  are  to  be  the  vie- 
tima;  bat  very  different  will  be  the  result.  I 
refer  to  the  evidence  detwled  by  the  honorabla 
gentieman  from  Maasachnsetts,  (Mr.  Lloto.) 
Bat  ia  it  possible  that  an  intcOerant  qiiritt' 
party  has  prepared  na  for  this  t  Are  gentloDHa 
ready  to  i^jnre  thrir  oonntry,  weaken  our  ftd- 
eral  Union,  the  sheet-anchor  of  our  pcdltiea] 
safety,  to  reach  their  political  opponental  I 
will  not  beUeve  it.  when  I  see  aronnd  ma 
some  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Bevcdution,  aotnaUd 
I  am  sure  by  nobler  views;  when  I  see  tba 
profeasora  of  a  religion  whioh  teaches  as  to  lo^a 
our  neighbors  as  oorselves,  I  cannot  penoada 
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mjailf  that  Chrifitiaii  obaritj,  uid  all  tha  noble, 
{^en>iu  feeling  of  tbe  hnman  heart,  are  ex- 
tiDgnished  by  tbia  demon,  party  gpirit.  If  there 
be  B  m&B  in  the  nation  who  can  witneas  wiUi 
trnfeeliDg  ^Mthy  the  distresses  of  bis  fellow- 
citizens,  he  wodd  h&Te  fignred  inSmithfield  in 
the  bloody  reign  of  Qneen  Mary  of  England,  in 
binding  heretics  to  the  stake;  or  in  the  aau- 
gunary  time  of  Bobespierre^  in  adding  Tictims 
to  the  guillotine ;  bnt  he  !a  mnwortby  the  blesa- 
iogs  of  a  free  Government, 

Sir,  I  address  the  Senate  under  droDDutanew 
^Bcouraging  indeed.  I  have  been  told,  and  on 
this  floor,  that  debate  is  naeleee ;  that  no  man's 
^nion  is  to  be  changed ;  that  I  shall  find  ver- 
ified in  the  decision  of  this  qnestioD  the  senti- 
ment  contuned  in  two  lines  of  Hudibras — "  He 
that  is  conTinoed  against  his  will,  is  of  the  same 
(minion  still,"  I  cannot  admit  this.  I  know 
there  are  gentlemen  fblly  senmble  of  the  evils 
about  to  be&ll  their  country,  withoat  any  ob- 
stinate pride  to  conqner,  who  woold  r^oice  at 
being  convinced  it  is  in  their  power  to  avert 
them.  Let  me  entreat  them  to  panse  and  re- 
flect, before  they  inflict  a  wonnd  on  their  conn- 
tij's  interest,  under  the  inSnence  of  constitn- 
tiintal  donbt ;  and  if  they  err,  I  voald  ask  them, 
would  it  not  be  more  safe  and  patriotic  to  err 
in  bvor  of  the  people  I  Permit  me  now,  dr, 
to  redeem  this  snbjeet  from  the  oonatitation- 
tl  difficoltiee  with  which  it  has  been  encnm- 

Toform  aoorreet  opinion,  we  mast  retroqiect 
the  defects  of  the  ola  Government,  and  ascer- 
tvn  the  renedy  whidi  was  anticipated  in  the 
present  oonstitution.  I  believe  It  will  be  oon- 
eeded  tfaat  tbe  great  canae  of  the  inefficiency  of 
tbe  former,  was  not  beoanse  their  principal 
field  of  legislation  was  too  limited,  bnt  was  ow- 
ing to  its  dependence  on  the  States  for  the 
means  to  carry  their  powers  into  effect.  For 
the  troth  of  this  portion,  I  appeal  bo  the  history 
of  that  day — to  the  candor  of  gentlemen  who 
licar  me.  Tbe  present  constitntion  was  framed 
for  national  pnrpoaea,  with  ample  anthorlty  to 
p«M  all  laws  Decenary  and  proper  for  the  at- 
tainment of  its  objects,  independent  of  State  an- 
thmity,  except  so  iar  as  expresaly  made  depend- 
ent by  the  constitation.  The  erroneous  im- 
preaaiona  with  regard  to  this  bank  have  arisen 
fivm  igDorsnce  of  facta,  relative  to  the  practicBl 
fiscal  operations  of  the  Oovemment,  and  from 
eonfonnding  an  original,  independent  power,  to 
eetabltsb  buike  and  corporations,  with  a  necee- 
sary  anxiliary  to  the  execotion  of  the  powers 
given.  By  the  oonstitation  it  is  expressly  de- 
dwed,  tiliat  Oongress  shall  have  power  to  pass 
•0  laws  neoeesary  and  proper  to  carry  into  of- 
fset tbe  powers  previocsly  ennmerated,  and  all 
other  powers  vested  in  the  Government  of  tbe 
roited  States,  or  any  department  or  officer 
thereof  Oar  power  to  oreiU«  a  bank  is  not 
derived  by  implic^cHi.  "So,  sir.  If  this  ex- 
press  delef^ion  ot  power  had  not  been  in- 
ioied,  we  ronst  have  implied  the  anthority 
to  provide  the  means  neeaaaai?  and  proper,  fte. 


DEBATES  OF  OONOBESS. 
Bami  of  tla  rmUd  StaUt. 


Bnt  Ihe  Convention,  with  a  Aill  knowledge 
of  the  defects  of  tbe  old  Oonfederation,  end 
deeply  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  an  effi- 
cient national  Government,  determined  to  ex- 
ctnde  all  donbt  by  granting  to  tbe  new  Govern- 
ment, in  exprees  and  nnsqnivocal  langnagCL 
ample  anthonty  to  use  all  toeans  necessary  and 
proper  for  the  attainment  of  the  ends  for  which 
It  was  institnted.  If  a  iqaa  was  requested  to 
look  at  tbe  constitution  and  decide  whether 
power  is  given  to  Congress  to  create  a  bank,  or 
corporations  generally,  be  wonld  answer  in  tbe 
negative.  This  wonld  veir  natorally  be  the 
answer  of  most  men  npon  the  first  blush  of  the 
oonstitQtion.  It  is  not  pretended  that  Oongress 
have  power  to  create  corporations  as  an  inde- 
pendent propodtinn.  The  anthorily  to  establi^ 
a  bank  or  corporations  is  only  contended  for  so 
fkr  OS  it  can  be  &irly  con»dered  as  a  necessary 
and  proper  anxiliary  to  tbe  execution  of  the 
powers  granted  by  the  oongtitution.  The  qnee- 
tion  of  oonatjtutionality  depends  upon  facts,  de- 
hors the  instrument,  of  which  we  most  be  in- 
formed before  we  decide,  and  which  conld  not 
be  ascertained  before  the  attempt  was  made  to 
give  motion  and  eneigy  to  this  political  ma- 
chinery. If  tbe  fact  be  asoertained,  by  the  beet 
evidence  the  nature  of  tbe  snbjeet  affords,  that 
a  bank  is  necessary  and  proper  to  effectuate  the 
legitimate  powers  of  Government,  then  onr 
power  is  ezprwa,  and  we  need  not  resort  to  im- 
plication. To  proTe  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Senate  and  the  world,  this  materia]  &ct,  wilt 
he  my  business  before  I  request  their  assent  to 
the  position  assumed,  that  Congress  have  an  ex- 
press power  to  incorporate  a  bank.  To  do 
this  it  is  indispensable  that  we  shonld  under- 
stand the  practical  finandal  concerns  of  the 
Government,  or  have  tbe  information  of  those 
who  do.  We  appropriate  money  for  fortifica- 
tions on  the  report  of  our  engineer,  Oolond 
Williams,  and  for  the  Capitol,  &e.,  upon  the  re- 

Crt  of  Mr.  Latrobe.  To  know  how  ranch  tim- 
r  or  other  materials  are  neoesBary  for  a  ship 
or  a  bouse,  yoa  must  nnderstand  tbe  subject 
yourself,  or  have  the  Information  of  those  who 
do.  For  myself,  I  am  ready  to  admit  that  I  rely 
much  npon  the  information  and  experience  <» 
others.  To  ignorant  men,  and  those  who  do 
not  profess  to  be  fully  acquainted  with  the  na> 
tare  and  management  of  the  national  finances, 
the  following  evidence  is  presented.  The  first, 
and  with  many,  perhaps  tbe  best,  not  hereto- 
fore particularly  noticed,  which  I  shall  offer,  is 
tbe  Congress  of  1T61,  which  cstahlii^ed  a  na- 
tional bank,  called  the  Bank  of  Ifortb  America, 
daring  our  revolutionary  struggle,  tbe  utility 
and  neoesfdty  of  which  were  ascertained  by  the 


bank  under  powers  much  more  limited  than 
ours.  That  act  was  not  passed  precipitately, 
bnt  was  the  result  of  the  most  mature  and  d»- 
liberate  coDNderation.  I  beg  leave  to  read  the 
preamble  of  the  law  which  contains  the  opin- 
ions of  that  Congress  with  regard  to  tbe  ntili^ 
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,  and  neoeasity  of  a  Nfttional  Ban]c  "Whereas 
Oongrcos,  on  ths  S6tb  dsj  of  Maj  Iwt,  did,  from 
a  eoaviotion  of  die  support  which  the  fiiuiioe« 
of  the  United  States  would  receive  from  the  as- 
tabUahment  of  a  N&tJODal  Bank,  approve  a  plan 
for  BQch  an  iuatitntjos,  Hobmitted  to  their  oon- 
tideratioB  by  Bobert  Uonis,  Esq.,  and  now 
lodged  among  the  arcbiToa  of  Congreaa,  and 
did  engage  to  promote  the  same  bj  the  most 
effectual  means;  and  whereas  the  anbecription 
thereto  is  now  filled,  from  an  eipectaUon  of  a 
charter  of  inoorporadon  from  Oongrees,  the  di- 
rectors and  president  are  wpointed,  and  appli- 
cation has  Men  made  to  OtrngreeB  by  the  said 
{•resident  and  directors,  for  an  act  of  inom»ora- 
tion;  and  wheraaa  the  ezigendea  of  the  United 
States  render  it  indispensably  necessary  that 
Booh  an  act  be  immediately  passed — Be  it  tliere- 
fore  ordained,"  tK.  This  act  passed  on  the  Slat 
day  of  December  1781.  And  here  permit  me 
to  observe,  that  tois  National  Book,  styled  the 
Bank  of  North  America,  was  not  prodnoed  by 
Britiah  infinence  or  party  spirit  No,  sir,  the 
little,  slandering,  intrigning  partyism  of  the 
present  moment  was  unknown  t«  the  patriots 
of  that  Bwfol  period.  They  had  no  pwty  bnt 
th^  ooantrj — liberty  and  independence  were 
their  oijjects.  Their  boqIh  were  fired  with  a 
noble,  a  generoasenthn^asm,  on  which  Heaven 
looked  down  with  pleasnre.  It  appears  from 
the  joomala  of  the  Oongreaa  of  1781,  that  the 
menuMfs  from  evenr  State  were  nnanimous  in 
fkvor  of  a  National  Bank,  except  Massachusetts, 
FennsyiTania,  and  Virginia— the  two  memtwrs 
from  MSHsaohasetta  voted  against  it,  the  two 
meml)ars  from  Pennsylvania  were  divided— of 
the  four  troia  Vii^iiua,  Mr.  Madison  alone  voted 
against  it.  Here  it  is  e^dent  that,  in  the  very 
i^anoy  of  our  Repnblio,  before  indeed  it  oonld 
with  propriety  be  said  to  be  bom,  when  every 
boeom  glowed  with  enthusiasm  for  lib«a1:j  and 
apure£sint«reeted  patriotism, a NatdonaJ  Bank 
was  not  thooght  that  dangerous,  dreadful  mon- 
ster, which  &6  veiT  wise  and  ezdosive  patri- 
ots of  1811  are  endeavoring  to  represent  it  to 
the  American  people.  And  the  ooDStmcdon 
given  to  the  grant  of  powers  in  the  Artides  of 
Confederation  by  the  Oongress  of  1781,  is  strong 
evidence  of  our  right  to  establish  a  bank  nnder 
a  grant  of  powers  much  more  ample,  and  viih 
money  oonoems  vaaUy  more  extensive  and  com- 
plicated. 

The  next  evidence  I  shall  sddnoe  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate,  is  the  opinion  of  Ihe 
late  General  Hamilton,  appointed  by  President 
Washington,  the  first  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ; 
whose  province  and  doty  it  was  to  superintend 
the  national  finances.  His  attention  was  there- 
fore particularly  directed  to  the  subject,  and,  in 
a  very  able  report  to  the  first  Oongress,  assem- 
bled nnder  the  new  ooustitution,  he  recom- 
mended a  National  Bank.  Although  opinions 
have  been  imputed  to  this  gentleman  very 
foreign  to  my  feelings  and  notions  about  Gov- 
ernment, yet  he  has  ever  been  acknowledged,  by 
the  candid  and  liberal  of  all  parties,  one  of  the 
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first  American  statesmen.  F<»  reasons,  vUch 
it  is  nnneoessary  for  me  to  asmgu,  I  will  not 
press  his  opinion  upon  the  attention  of  the 
Senate,  bat  will  introduce  other  andperiupi 
less  exceptionable  testimony.  The  Cougrea  of 
1791,  which,  incorporated  the  present  bank, 
merits  the  highest  regard.  It  was  composed  id 
the  most  enlightened  and  diatingoished  men  in 
America,  many  of  whom  had  been  members  of 
the  oonventi<m,  and  were  fnlly  ^prised  cf  tha 
defects  of  the  old  and  the  objects  of  the  new 
Government.  Alargemqjorityof  bothbrasdM 
voted  in  fevor  of  the  bank.  They  were  not 
divided  on  the  question  bv  party.  Many  vho 
have  oontjnued  with  the  fiepnblicaD  party  an- 
der  every  Administration  voted  in  favor  d'  thii 
bank.  Although  different  speoulaiivB  !»  ib- 
straot  political  opinions  were  then  entsTtained, 
yet  the  spirit  and  pasmon  of  piarty  had  net  dif- 
Aised  itself  bo  generally  through  the  nation  h  it 
a  subsequent  period.  The  next  autborit;  in 
bvor  of  this  bank,  and  one  which  moat  St  iS 
times  and  on  all  oooasions  command  the  bi^ 
eat  respect,  is  no  less  than  our  immMlal  Vuh- 
ington.  He  was  President  of  the  United  StitM 
in  1791,  when  this  bank  law  passed.  After  it 
had  received  the  sanction  ot  both  bnodiee  li 
the  Le^alatare,  with  that  circnmspectiau  sod 

Erudence  which  regulated  his  conduct  through 
fe,  he  consulted  the  able  men  who  oompotiid 
his  Osbiuet  Oonncil  on  the  constitntiona]  ques- 
tion ;  they  differed  in  opinion ;  he  heard  tb«r 
arguments  for  and  ag^nst  the  measure;  sud, 
afrer  ftall  oonaderation,  approved  the  law.  I 
cannot  yet,  sir,  take  leave  of  this  very  imiwrt- 
ant  testimony  in  &vor  of  the  bank.  The  pin- 
ion of  onr  'Washington  has  the  strongest  cluiu 
to  onr  oonfidenoe.  Let  ns  panse  before  we  dis- 
regard his  solemn  advioe.  This  is  the  hero 
who  led  onr  armies  to  victory;  this  is  the 
Washington,  who,  at  the  dose  of  onr  Bevolii- 
tionary  war,  disbanded  a  disciplined  aiwj  m 
the  bosom  of  the  KepubUe,  and  volnntaiily  ei- 
ohanged  the  splendid  robes  and  ensigns  t^nuii- 
tory  power  for  the  plun,  humble  garb  i^  a  pri^ 
vate  citisen.  This  Wasungton,  who  omtinoed 
an  Amerioan,  a  Bepnblican  in  heart  and  in  aeo- 
timent,  untilsnnuiuinedtothemansitHMofblin; 
yea,  dr,  this  illnstrions  departed  hero,  this  prso- 
tical  statesman,  has  solemnly  declared  to  lbs 
Amerioan  people  that  a  National  Bank  is  a  as- 
oeseary  and  proper  anxiJiary  to  the  exeoutiDn  of 
the  national  pown-s.  The  last  authority  I  sbiQ 
particularly  notice  in  support  of  this  inatitutioI^ 
IS  the  opinion  of  the  present  Secretary  of  lbs 
Treasury,  Mr.  Gallatin.  If  this  Kentieman  (wi- 
not  boast  of  the  military  Isorels  which  hSTe 
adorned  the  brows  of  the  patriots  I  have  men- 
tioned ;  as  a  statesman  and  faithful  puUic  se^ 
vast,  he  stands  inferior  to  none.  Mr.  (jallatjo, 
from  his  first  appearance  on  the  theatre  of  pub- 
lic life,  has  been  considered  by  all  parties  so 
able  financier.  At  a  very  early  period  the 
flnanoes  of  the  United  States  beoeme  the  sslgeet 
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called  "  GallAtii],  on  the  finaneca  of  the  tJoited 
BtaUH,"  in  -which  heaves  a  decided  opinio 
bror  of  this  bulk.  I  relj  moofa  on  his  opii 
■t  that  period,  becaose  it  must  hare  been  the 
remit  of  coDTiotioD,  ukd  not  of  an^  port;  feel- 
iag  or  eonaldenition,  as  he  was  then  in  the 
ammity,  ttnd  continned  in  it  until  the  Admin- 
iitratioD  changed.  Hie  report  to  the  Senate 
dming  the  lost  Bession  of  Mr.  JeSereon'a  Ad- 
tniniBtration,  and  his  letter  to  the  committAs, 
■how,  tliat  time  and  eiperience,  bo  for  fW>m 
dunging,  have  coofirmed  him  in  the  opinion  he 
lint  formed  on  the  snbjectj  to  whioh  I  might 


Is  not  this  mas  of  eTidenoe  BofQcient 
to  Babrtantiate  the  facts  apon  the  existence  or 
Mn-existenoe  of  which  the  oonEtitntionalitj  of 
thit  measure  depends  f  I  pot  the  qnestion  to  the 
GandtH-  and  good  sense  of  gentlemen,  whether 
littj  are  not  aatisSed,  in  the  laagaage  of  the 
coulitatioi],  that  a  National  Butk  ia  neces- 
ntrj  and  proper  to  eSectnate  the  legitimate 
powenof  the  National  Govemmeatf  If  they 
•Mwer  in  the  negative,  I  oan  onlj  tof,  be  who 
will  neither  regard  the  mggeations  of  eiperi- 
ence, nor  beUeve  the  report  of  the  great  politi- 
es disciplea  who  have  gone  before  ns,  would 
not  believe  thoogh  one  were  to  rise  Irom  the 
dead.  And  what  is  the  answer  to  all  this  out 
of  dowH  ?  Whj,  that  we  are  not  to  be  governed 
by  the  information  or  opinion  of  others,  how- 
ercr  well  acquainted  with  the  sobjeot ;  we  are 
M>  aelf-fiufflcient  as  to  disregard  the  best  lights 
wlueh  caD  be  presented  to  ns.  The  cry  is  np 
b>  the  bnb,  down  with  the  bank,  hnzza  for  the 

Cjl  So  long,  Mr.  President,  as  1  shall  be 
□red  with  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  Union, 
I  am  determined  to  respect  m;  station  and  mj 
own  feelingB  and  character  too  much  to  be 
driven  along  by  any  snch  idle,  ridicnlons  clamor. 
As  I  heard  mach  s^d  abont  absolnte,  indis- 
pMBable  neoeadty,  I  may  be  pardoned  for  giv- 
ing what  I  consider  the  sonnd  interpretation  of 
the  words  "  neoeasary  and  proper"  in  the  oon- 
Mitntion.  This  idea  of  abeofnte,  tndispeiiMble, 
Ac,  mnst  have  originated  in  an  eioeasive  jeal- 
aaKj  of  power  or  a  decided  hostjlity  to  the 
Federal  Union.  This  inetmment  wag  framed 
b;  and  for  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and, 
in  the  langniwe  used,  was  certunly  intended  to 
Iw  understood  in  that  sense  in  which  it  is  need 
and  onderstood  by  them  generally.  If  you  ask 
a^itinman  what  are  the  neaeseariee  of  life,  be 
vol  answer,  eomething  below  Inziiry  and  ez- 
tnvBgancc^  what  is  caloalated  to  afford  him 
TMMnabta  comfort.  Ndther  a  house  nor  abed 
is  absolutely  or  indispensablj  neoeaeary  to  a 
BJtt'a  «iistence ;  he  conld  live  in  a  camp  and 
rie^  on  boards,  or  on  the  ground,  yet,  the  com- 
BOB  sense  of  mankiad  woold  respond,  they  are 
aeeeeBary  and  proper.  If  a  man  hod  a  journey 
to  make,  either  to  Kicbmond,  in  Virginia,  or 
Lexington,  in  Eentucky,  althongh  every  per- 
•oa  would  prononnce  a  coach  and  six  superfln- 
ow  and  unnecfcaary,  all  reasonable  men  wontd 
Vol.  it.— 1» 
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ea^,  he  ought  to  hare  a  horse  at  a  hack,  but  it 
will  not  be  pretended  that  either  are  indif^en' 
sable,  because  be  could  perform  it  on  foot.  B 
a  gentleman  from  Baltimore  ^vee  his  agent  in- 
strnctions  to  provide  every  thing  neceesuj  fbr 
an  East  India  voyage,  what  wontd  be  expect  t 
Certainly  that  he  should  avoid  nnneoessarr  ex- 
pense, but  would  consider  him  acting  within  the 
pale  of  his  authority  if  he  procured  only  what  was 
reasonably  necessary  and  proper,  or,  in  other 
words,  what  was  fairly  suited  tothemttster  and 
crew,  and  well  calculated  to  enable  the  vessel 
to  reach  her  port  of  destination.  That  inter- 
pretation is  correct  which  beet  accords  with  tiie 
common  sense  and  understanding  of  mankind. 
It  must,  therefore,  be  evident  that  the  only 
question  as  regards  the  oonatitntioDalitv  of  the 
measure  to  be  decided  is  a  qnestion  <^  fact,  and 
that  is,  whether  a  National  Bant  is  reasonably 
necessary  and  proper,  or  fairly  snited  to,  and 
oalcolatod  for,  the  collection  of  cur  revenue  and 
the  management  of  our  money  concerns.  And 
this  fact  appears  to  be  admitted  by  the  gentle- 
men opposed  to  the  biU,  for  their  arguments  are 
predicated  upon  the  probability  that  the  6tat« 
banks  will  answer  the  national  purpcsea.  This 
is  a  complete  surrender  of  the  constjtutional 
objection ;  fbr,  if  banks  be  necessary  and  proper, 
it  follows  that  we  have  a  coDstatntJonar power 
to  create  them,  and  it  will  be  a  mere  question 
of  ezpediencv  whether  we  wilt  use  State  banks 
or  a  NationaJ  Bank.  My  oolleagne  (Mr.  Clit) 
has  asked  for  the  oongeniality  between  a  bank 
and  the  collection  of  our  revenue )  The  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  using  State  banks  shows  it, 
but  let  the  use  hitherto  made  of  the  bank  an- 
swer the  question.  Is  not  a  bonk  a  proper  place 
for  the  deposit  and  safe-keeping  of  money^ 
more  so  than  the  custom-house  I  Is  it  not  a 
convenient  agent  for  paying  and  reodving 
money  f  Through  the  agency  of  this  bank  our 
revenue,  or  the  greater  part  of  it,  has  been  col- 
lected, our  flnondid  transactions  d:>ne,  and  public 
money  transmitted  to  such  places  as  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  Govfflinnsnt  required.  The  revenue 
collected  at  Boston,  Baltimore,  or  any  other  port, 
is  paid,  if  required,  at  New'Orleans,  Natcher,  Bt, 
Louia,  or  any  other  place  without  ri9k  or  ex- 
pense. The  money  in  the  hank  and  its  branchM 
is  payable  at  snui  of  them  as  the  convenience 
of  the  Qovemment  may  require,  and,  by  this 
arrangement,  we  can  command  the  whole  of 
the  public  money  in  any  quarter  of  the  Union 
without  risk  or  expense.  The  operations  of  this 
institntion  have  Men  confined  to  the  seaboard. 
The  principal  hank  is  at  Philadelphia,  with  a 
branch  at  New  York,  Boston,  Baltimore, 
Washington,  Norfolk,  Charleston,  Savannah, 
and  New  Orleaus.  At  all  which  places,  the 
Government  has  considerable  revenue  to  collect. 
No  branches  have  been  extended  into  the  inte- 
rior. It  has  been  connected  with  onr  fiscal  ar- 
rangements at  all  the  nlaces  to  which  it  baa 
been  extended,  and  may  m  fairly  deemed  a  con- 
venient, necessary,  and  appropriate  auxiliary  to 
lentofthenationalconceniB.    Itia 
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B&id  that  th«  reveniie  ia  ooDeoted  at  nianj  ports 
where  none  of  th«w  branebw  are  placed.  This 
IB  tme ;  the  bank  and  branchea  are  fixed  only 
at  the  priacipal  aenpotte,  where  a  larae  amount 
of  reTenue  ia  collected.  'Eyerj  one  uawsinto 
ita  vaulta,  nihject  to  the  demaods  of  Govent- 
ment,  the  rerenae  oidleet«d  at  tie  less  Itaport- 
ant  porta  in  the  same  qnarter  of  the  oonatrj. 
Boston  being  tfae  oommereial  emporinm  of  New 
En^and,  the  GoTemment.,  l»  the  agency  of  tbe 
branch  bank  therc^  u  enabled  to  draw  to  that 
pAht  most  of  the  revrane  reoeived  at  the  nn- 
meroQB  ports  in  that  qnartar  of  the  Union.  The 
repeated  aanotioiia  thu  bank  has  reoeived  from 
the  diSereot  Adminiatratirau,  and  eepedally 
from  Mr,  Jefferaoa  and  the  fiepnblicaa  party, 
by  anthorinng  tbe  extenrion  o!  a  branch  to 
New  Orleans,  and  aelllng  one  miUiOD  of  the 


offlie  t 


British  nibjects,  for  fonr  hondred  thomand  dol- 
lan  more  than  the  nominal  amoont,  is  indeed 
strangely  accounted  for ;  gentlemen  ea;  the 
Qovcmment  were  boond  to  ftlfll  their  eogage- 
ments,  and  that  tbe  charter,  being  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  contract,  was  saored.  I  had  thought 
the  faahionaUe  doctrine  was,  that  an  onoonstitii- 
tiraial  law  was  wboUjnnll  and  void.  It  baa  been 
held  by  some  of  tbe  Stat«e.  However  plaoa- 
Ue  the  answer  to  the  argoment  of  acqiUeaoenoe, 
it  fltmishes  no  apolc^  for  a  powtive  confiima- 
tion.  permit  me  to  asdmilate  a  common  ease 
between  indiridnals  to  the  case  before  ns :  a  man 
in  Waiiliington  executes  a  Joint  power  to  five 
tnisteeB  in  Kentucky  to  collect  bis  debts,  settle 
his  land  boiineas,  &c,  and  anthorizea  them  to 
take  all  steps  necessary  and  proper  to  efiectnate 
the  traat  or  power ;  in  the  progress  of  the  boai- 
ness  a  meaanre  la  aoggested  as  neoeeaary,  aboat 
which  there  is  a  diveraty  of  opinion  among  the 
trustees.  A  majority,  however,  decide  that  it 
is  within  thmr  antborit; ;  the  principal  ia  in- 
formed of  it,  does  not  complain  or  disavow, 
bnt  positively  and  by  the  strongest  implication 
asaenta  to  the  oonstnictioa  given  by  his  agenta. 
In  saoh  a  case  tbnv  wonld  be  bnt  one  opmion. 
In  1791  a  National  Bank  is  proposed  to  Gongrees ; 
they  differ  as  to  the  oonatitoUonality,  a  luge 
m^ority  decide  in  &vor  of  it,  the  people  and 
the  States  are  informed  of  the  mefnore,  the 
States  do  not  protest,  nor  do  the  people  com- 
plain ;  many  of  the  States  pasa  laws  to  protect 
the  institution,  it  receives  the  conflrmatdon  of 
three  or  fimr  diSbrent  Administrations,  and 
particnlarly  of  the  one  composed  of  men  origi- 
nally <ipposed  to  it ;  it  violates  no  positive  pro- 
xiaion  of  the  constitution ;  no  mischiefs  have 
been  prodnoed,  bnt  great  convenience  and  ad- 
vantage have  been  experienced  by  the  Govem- 
inent  and  commooity.  I  aak  whether,  noder 
BQch  circam«tance&  the  question  oaght  not  to 
be  considered  settled)  Is  no  respect  dne  to 
the  opinions  of  oorpredeoeasorst  baqneation 
of  ooDdtraction  never  to  be  at  reatt  Why  is  a 
Jodge,  swora  to  snpport  the  laws  and  oonstita- 
tionofthe  ooontry,  bonnd  by  a  train  of  ded- 
nons  contrary  to  lus  own  opiuionst    Beoanse 
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the  ^ood,  thepeaoe,  the  tranqoillity  of  sooelr 
require  it.  The  condnct  of  a  court,  as  well  h 
every  department  of  Government,  most  be  r^ 
olated  in  ita  coarse  in  some  measare  bj  a  re- 
gard for  the  pnblio  weaL  It  u  worttij  of  »- 
mark  that,  notwithstanding  all  the  ftua  ibtnt 
implied  and  imudental  powers — if  yen  eicapt 
the  sedition  law,  which  was  snpposed  to  m- 
late  a  positive  provision  of  the  constitatkB— 
the  same  practical  oonslrgction  has  been  given 
to  this  instrament  by  every  AdminiatrUioe  <tf 
tbe  Government.  Indeed,  tlie  tpittn  of  na- 
tional legislation  has  beu.  more  enlafged  oote 
Hr.  Jetforson's  than  any  other  Adminiatntiaa. 
All  parties  have  fboad  that  the  national  tmmI 
oonld  oot  be  navigated  without  uSt,  Tinm 
and  every  tlung  neoeaaary  and  proper.  TnwM 
was  derived  a  power  to  pass  a  law  lajii^  in 
embargo  witfaont  limitation?  There  is  Dothiaf 
in  the  constitotitm  about  embargoes.  'Whow 
did  we  derive  a  power  to  porcbaae  Louiatfi, 
and  incorporate  it  with  the  good  old  Ucital 
States  t  There  is  no  express  delagstioa  cS 
power  to  porehasa  new  territory.  Onthw 
subjects  the  constitution  is  silent  I  iiavs  ip- 
proved  both.  No  State  can  lay  an  embargo, 
or  acquire  new  territory.  Our  power  to  p»- 
form  uteae  acta  results  from  the  natora  of  lie 
national  soveMigcty  created  by  this  omititii- 
tioD.  The  Bepublican  Administrations  ban  do 
pretensions  to  the  approbation  of  the  pco^  oa 
the  ground  of  having  restrained  any  lathud*  (« 
liberality  of  conatrnotioQ.  Their  claim  to  tin 
public  confidence  is  fomided  on  very  difbreot 
considerationa.  They  have  repealed  the  intenil 
taxes,  paid  a  large  part  of  the  pnbfic  debt,  p<l^ 
chased  Loniaana,  and  preserved  to  the  nsto 
tbe  bleeungB  of  peace.  For  these  acta,  thejhsve, 
I  believe,  the  tbanka  of  the  nation.  Tbey  ban 
mine,  moat  sincerely. 

Great  stress  b  placed  on  the  twelfth  srtide 
of  the  amendments  to  the  oonstitotian,  wbi<li 
declares  the  powers  not  delegated  to  theUnitai 
States  by  the  constitution,  nor  prohibited  Ij  i 
to  tbe  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  renect- 
ively,  or  to  the  people,  I  must  confes  teat  I 
cannot  discover  what  influence  this  can  bsTo  oa 
the  bill  under  comndaration,  or  any  otiter  ine*»- 
ore  which  rnay  be  proposed.  It  appears  to  dm 
to  have  been  adopted  rather  to  qmet  Slate  Jeil- 
ousies  and  popular  fears  than  with  a  view  ta 
produce  any  pontive  effect^  for  the  inquiry  mo^ 
ever  be^  la  the  power  given  t  And  u  gnotad, 
it  is  not  retained.  The  sopporters  of  this  t<n 
do  not  pretend  to  usurp  any  power  retained  Ij 
the  States  or  the  people,  but  contend  that  tba 
power  to  paas  the  bill  is  expressly  delegated,  if 
the  facta  asBomed  are  true. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  oar  fiscal  oontens 
can  be  managed  with  gold  and  ulver.  If  oar 
territory  was  of  no  greater  extant  than  Rhode 
Island,  Delaware,  or  the  city  of  I^iladelphia, 
gold  and  silver  would  answer  the  pnrpoaei  of 
Sie  Government,  but  it  would  require  a  nnraba 
of  pack  horses  and  wagona  to  transport  the  pnt^ 
lie  money  in  gold  sod  diver,  over  this  iaunciM 
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coontrj,  to  Uie  different  plaoee  where  it  u 
wanting.  Onr  exlfinsive  commerce,  and  the 
ireat  ext«nt  of  this  empire,  rendere  a  paper  me- 
Sium  aetxaatrf.    Is  the  power  to  create  this 

Eiper  medinro,  or  ualJODal  cnrreocy,  an  attri- 
ote  of  State  or  naUoaal  sovereigntj  I  I  put 
the  ^nestioa  to  the  candor  of  gentlemen,  and 
aolint  a  serioiu  aoawer  I  The  ai^meot  of  mj 
boQorable  friend  f^om  Georma  agtunst  the  power 
of  the  States  to  anthorize  the  emission  of  bank 
p^Kr,  foDoded  on  thst  part  of  the  oonetitation 
which  dedores  that  "  No  State  ehall  emit  bilb 
of  credit,"  scqnirea  great  udditional  force,  when 
these  bills  of  credit  are  made  to  asanme  the 


eipresi;  prohibited  to  the  States,  and  in  the 
citalogne  of  cardinal  powera  granted  to  this 
Goremment,  Is  that  to  coin  money.  It  will, 
perhaps,  be  contended  that  this  onlj  applies  to 
gold  and  Bilrer,  bnt  if  that  be  admitted  to  be 
the  literal  meaning  of  the  words,  etiU  it  is  erl- 
deat  that  what  shall  be  the  national  enrrency, 
whether  specie  or  pwer,  ia  a  proper  snbject  of 
national  legislation.  No  gentleman  will  be  so 
absurd  u  to  insist  that  anv  State  or  States 
on^t  to  coin  the  current  money  of  the  United 
Staler  That  the  power  of  the  States  to  establish 
hsaka  ma;  be  questioned  with  at  least  great 
pUaability,  is  perfectly  clear,  bnt  as  this  banking 
power  hok  been  so  long  exercised,  as  the  Ha- 
lional  and  State  banks  have  condact«d  their  ope- 
ntions  very  faarmonionsly,  as  no  serioos  evils 
can  for  national  interference,  I  am  not  for  dis- 
turbing the  existing  state  of  things ;  it  is  better, 
perbspe,  that  the  banking  power  ahoald  be  di- 
Tided  between  the  States  and  the  United  Statee. 
that  bank  poper,  if  good,  is  in  fict  money,  al- 
thoDgb  not  made  a le^  tender,  cannot  be  denied. 
The  cnrrency  of  this  bank  paper  of  the  tTnited 
Stales,  altbongh  made  by  law  receivable  in 

Spnent  of  revenne,  rests  npon  a  ranch  better 
mdation  tban  an  act  of  Congress.  Its  na- 
tions] ehar&cter,  the  extended  operations  of  this 
bant  from  Boston  to  New  Orleans,  hare  ^ven 
it  credit  with  the  people  of  every  port  of  the 
empire,  more  than  Uie  bank  paper  of  any  par- 
tieolar  State  can  be  expected  to  have  ;  so  uat, 
tiy  ctanmon  consent,  this  money  coined  by  the 
isttonal  bank  has  become  the  oarrent  money  of 
the  United  Statee.  I  hope  we  shall  never  be 
driven  to  the  neceasity  of  compelling  onr  citi- 
tna  by  law  to  receive  oar  paper.  We  ahonld 
so  guard  and  regalate  onr  banking  operationa 
m  to  make  tbe  national  paper  at  least  eqnal  to 
pAi  and  rflver,  in  every  quarter  of  the  Union. 

If  this  bank  is  removed,  the  Secretary  of  the 
tntearj  most  nationalize  the  bank  paper  of  the 
peat  importing  States ;  for,  I  presnme,  Oon- 
trus  will  never  dedde  what  State  paper  shall 
M  osed  by  the  offlcem  of  the  General  Govem- 
ffleot  Host  of  the  pnblio  money  is  now  col- 
keted  and  deposited  m  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Elatea ;  if  that  is  deatrojed,  the  Becretarr  of  the 
TRMnry  is  to  deposit  m  the  State  baoH  and 
vith  him  ia  the  power  of  selection— a  power 


and  patronage  greater  than  any  ever  exercised 
by  any  officer  in  this  nation.  The  deposits  of 
the  public  Rione;  are  songht  after  with  great 
avidity,  by  all  the  State  institntions.  He  oaa 
deposit  the  whole  in  one,  or  divide  it  between 
two,  or  tliree,  or  all  the  banks  in  any  one  place. 
He  can  change  them  at  pleasure.  He  may, 
with  great  apparent  fairness  and  propriety, 
make  it  a  condition  with  every  bank  where  de- 
posits are  made  that  they  shall  appoint  a  oer- 
tain  portion  of  the  directors  of  bis  nomination, 
and  through  them  he  oan  reach  the  credit  of 


Treasnry  who  may  not  be  dispoeed  to  abuse  this 
power,  but  we  may  not  always  have  sach  on  offi- 
cer. This  immense  power  and  inflnence  may  be 
exercised  in  an  invidble  manner,  and,  of  oourse, 
without  responsibility.  Is  this  repablican )  Jt 
was  not  a  few  years  ago.  I  have  always  under- 
stood that  one  of  the  strongest  and  most  popular 
objections  to  the  Federal  Administration  was 
theirdispositiantoincreaaeExeoativepatronam* 
Although  this  snbject  has  received  much  fuse 
coloring  through  the  country,  by  charges  of 
British  influence,  &C.,  I  did  not  expect  to  hear 
it  fi'om  an  honorable  senator  of  the  United 
States — it  has  not  indeed  been  positively  assert- 
ed, bnt  hinted  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  on 
impression  on  the  commnnlty.  Some  stale  dr- 
cnmstonces  connected  with  the  British  treaty 
have  been  very  nnnecessarily  In^d  in  to  in- 
crease the  pr^udices  ag^nst  this  bill.  It  has 
been  inunuated,  that  British  influence,  operating 
through  this  institution,  has  prevented  the  Gov- 
ernment from  taking  strong  measures  agunst 
Great  Britain  j  bnt  in  what  manner  this  has 
been  effected,  gentlemen  have  not  been  good 
euongh  to  explain.  Did  it  prevent  Hr.  Jefferson 
from  taking  a  war  course  *  For  I  believe  it  is 
generally  nnderstood  that  he  was  opposed  to  a 
war.  Has  it  operated  npon  the  present  Execn- 
tive?  Sncb  a  suggestion  will  not  be  made.  I 
have,  during  my  service  here,  ^ven  a  &ir  and 
faithful  support  to  the  Admhuatration,  and  I 
have  certainly  voted  for  stronger  measures  than 
they  were  willitiK  to  accept  It  ia  dne  to  the 
lOth  and  nth  Congresses,  who  have  been  so 
much  abused,  to  state  that  their  course,  as  re- 
gards the  queedon  of  peace  or  war,  has  been  in 
perfect  nmson  with  the  views  of  the  late  and 

f  resect  Presidents,  Let  It  not  be  inferred  that 
am  disposed  to  flnd  fault ;  I  believe  when  we 
consider  the  verr  eitraor^nary  stato  of  the 
foreign  world,  ana  retrospect  the  embarrassing 
circnnistanoes  which  have  snrronnded  lu,  the 
course  pursued  by  them  ought  to  be  deemed 
substantially  correct,  cert^nly  ao  as  respect* 
their  leading  object,  which  hes  been  to  avoid 
making  this  oonntry  a  party  in  the  present  war. 
If  I  was  disposed  to  censnre,  it  would  be  for  not 
making  an  effort  to  chastise  some  of  the  British 
armed  vessels  which  lay  io  oar  waters  after  the 
tSiar  of  the  Chesapeake,  in  open  contempt  of 
the  Preeident'e  proclamation  ;  if  a  single  vessel 
had  been  drivM  ont  or  compielled  to  strike  her 
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colors,  it  would  have  healed  the  wouDd  inflicted 
on  the  national  pride  and  feeling,  committed  b/ 
the  Leopard. 

That  this  GoTemment  Bhoold  have  an  infln- 
Wioe  with  fordgn  Goremmenta  proportioned  to 
the  interest  their  snbjectB  have  in  cnr  ftmds,  In 

Srobable,  bnt  how  this  interest  gives  them  — 
iflnence  here  I  am  at  a  loss  to  perceive :  ( 
eienere  cannot  even  vote  in  the  appointment 
ofdirectora.  If  there  ia  anj  realit;  m  this  idea 
rf  foreign  influence  throngh  this  inatitotioii, 
whv  did  gentlemen  permit  the  prerent  stock- 
holders to  be  incoHMrated  into  the  bill  introdoo- 
ed  last  year!  And  why  wasnotaprovisto 
serted  to  prevent  foreigners  from  pnrchasing 
additional  stock  t 

Gentlemen  saj  the  embaR-assments  in  Fhila- 
ddpbia  could  not  have  been  occanoned  by  the 
Bulk  of  the  United  State-S  because  the? 
tatiue  to  disconnt  ts  usnal.  If  I  recollect  the 
dence — and  I  hope  to  be  corrected  if  I  mistake 
it — it  was  this:  that  the  calling  in  of  ten  per 
cent,  on  tbeir  debts  occssioned  such  s  preasare, 
that  the;  were  prevailed  npon  to  extend  their 
discounts  nntil  Uio  oltimate  deoi^on  of  Congress 
shonld  be  known.  I  have  heard  it  serionsl.T 
urged  that  the  evils  end  inconvenienoes  to  be 
experienced  from  its  dissolation,  prove  it  to  be 
a  dangeroaa  institution ;  the  same  argument 
wonld  prove  that  the  Government  ought  to  be 
destroyed.  Nothing,  indeed,  seems  too  absurd 
fn  the  human  mind  to  seize  npon,  when  mider 
the  influence  of  pasuon  or  misfnided  Tcal. 

Uj  honorable  friend  from  Georgia  has  been 
reminded  of  the  Macedonian  phalanx.  I  trust, 
sir,  we  sbaQ  ever  be  found  associated  with  a 
phalanx  American,  Bepublicsn,  in  heart  and 
sentiment  I  will  not  sacriflce  the  interest  of 
hi;  constituents  for  fear  of  being  celled  hard 
names.  The  epithets  of  qnidism,  qnadroonism, 
or  any  other  i^m  which  malice  or  policy  may 
suggest,  shall  not  drive  me  from  the  conrae  call- 
ed for  by  the  public  good.  I  sm  proud  that  I 
represent  a  people  Just,  generous,  and  inde- 
pendent, not  to  be  carried  away  by  unmeaning 
clamor.  Before  they  discard  a  pablio  servant, 
they  will  view  him  both  on  a  political  theatre, 
and  in  the  walks  of  private  life.  They  know, 
too  well,  that  those  are  not  always  the  beat 
Obristisna  who  wng  hallelujahs  on  the  house  top, 
nor  have  they  forgotten  the  celebrated  Sem- 
pronioB,  who,  on  the  approach  of  Otesar,tbsnder- 
ed  war  in  the  Koman  Senate,  and  at  the  same 
time  was  secretly  oo-operating  with  the  traitor 
to  overthrow  (he  liberties  of  the  Roman  people. 

Deeply  impressed,  Ifr.  President,  with  the 
opinion,  that  the  reaction  of  this  bUl  will  ^re 
at  least  a  temporary  check  to  the  proeperity  of 
the  rising  State  ftom  which  I  come,  lahall  give 
my  negative  to  the  motion  to  strike  ont  the  first 
section.  Tea,  sir,  not  only  the  interest,  bnt 
importance  of  that  State  in  the  Union  ia  aboat 
to  be  sacrificed.  When  I  look  beyond  the 
mountains,  and  remember  that  Kentucky  has 
nurtured  me  almost  from  my  cradle,  that  she 
has  bestowed  on  me  her  choicest  honors,  my 


bosom  isfllled  with  emotions  of  gratitude,  whieli 
impel  me  to  say  on  this,  as  on  all  other  occt- 
aons,  Kentucky  I  am  only  thine  t 

8ATnBDi.T,  February  16. 
Bimh  of  tht  Unittd  State*. 

The  Soiate  reanmed,  as  in  CommitiM  of  tk 
Whole,  the  bill  ta  amend  and  continue  in  fime 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  sob- 
scribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  pus- 
ed  on  the  BSth  day  of  April,  1791 ;"  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  ont  tiia  first  section  being  under 
consideration. 

Mr,  SioTH  of  Maryland  sud.  that  in  seoosding 
the  motion  to  strike  oat  the  first  section  dths 
bill,  be  hsd  pnrsned  a  oonise  which,  Id  iiis  opii- 
ion,  was  the  most  ooTreot.  When  I  fiist  tc^i 
seat  in  Ooneresa  (said  he)  thecourse  of  proceed- 
ing WB8  to  &[  the  principle  by  resoluiiou,  sod, 
that  once  fixed,  to  send  it  to  a  oommittee  to  n- 
port  a  bilL  By  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  fint 
section  tbe  principle  will  be  tried,  and  the  S«a- 
ate,  if  the  motion  ftula,  will  go  into  a  discDssos 
of  the  proviuons  of  the  bill.  This  1  contdTe 
a  better  coorse,  than  for  tbe  Senate  to  go  inie 
discnssion  of  the  details  of  a  sutyect  whtch 
wonld  probably  be  Dltimately  r^eoted  od  llia 
general  ground  of  principle. 

Tbe  gentleman  who  introduced  this  Hiiyeet 
spoke  with  n^at  animation  and  with  great  led- 
ing  against  the  press  oi  presses  which  bsTe  un- 
dertaken to  give  their  opinions  npon  this  grast 
and  important  question.  He  spoke  with  mBch 
warmth,  and  said  that  whoever  knew  him 
would  not  believe  that  he  would  permit  hinMelf 
to  be  driven  out  of  his  opinion  by  any  man  u 
set  of  men.  There  ia  no  man,  ur,  ilie  leut 
acquainted  with  tbe  gentleman  from  Gn»fi* 
(Mr.  Ca^wTOftD)  bnt  will  believe  his  deduS' 
tion.  But  another  result  may  be  appreheoded, 
that  those  who  feel  so  great  an  oSence  at  the 
freedom  the  press  has  taken,  may  be  drivea  into 
the  opposite  conrse  by  the  irritation  of  tbsr 
feelings.  Certuniy  those  feelings  must  hsTB 
been  extremely  strong  with  the  gentieman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Pom)  to  have  induced  hkp  to 
terminate  his  ^>eeoh  with  an  oraticm  hostile  to 
the  m-ess.  Are  the  gentlemen  firom  OeorM 
and  Kentucky  the  only  Senators  who  hsva  ua 
tbeir  feelings  wounded  by  the  conduct  of  tl« 
press  npon  tills  subject  f  Bir,  if  the  geaUemu^ 
opinions  and  sentiments  have  been  oeusnredb; 
one  description  of  presses,  he  ma;r  find  ccsscu- 
tion  in  having  been  greatly  enlomied  in  "tbera 
For  more  than  a  year  those  on  tbe  same  sideei 
this  question  with  myself  have  had  tbeir  opiuiou 
tortored  into  every  shape  to  destroy  ^Jj™^ 
the  estjmation  of  tiie  people,  not  only  in  t^ 
seenoD  but  doring  the  last.  Sir,  there  are  toe» 
presses  in  the  Union  which  could  not  eiK 
whose  papers  would  not  be  read,  but  for  t» 
discnseion  of  individual  character.  Is  anr  m- 
vantsge  to  be  derived  frumoampluiiiDgcf  titti 
It  results  from  the  nature  aod  temper  of  m" 
Government,  and  the  best  way  I  have  ever 
found  to  treat  it  is  with  uleat  oontempt.   U* 
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wbo  Aon  otherwise  eneoges  in  llie  contest  at  a 
fftiX  dieadTuitage,  and  will  setdom  come  out 
tbe  victor.  In  the  same  pressea  of  which  those 
pntlemen  camplais,  T  have  seen  them  both  ealo- 
liied,  and  properly,  for  their  conduct  on  the  snh- 
je«t  of  tb«  embargo  and  West  Florida  qnestiona. 

If  the  press  be  anevilin  this  respect,  we  mnst 
nbmit  t^  it;  those  gentlemen  who  ta^e  a  high 
ud  prominent  stand  mnst  expect  to  be  noticed. 
Bometimes  gentlemen  will  be  put  down  bj  the 
preei,  bat  their  conduct  being  correct  will  moi 
trequently  he  written  up  bj  its  abnse. 

It  has  been  objected  that  this  qnestion  is  dii 
nused  on  the  groond  of  party ;  and  the  genllt 
man  from  Georgia,  as  I  understood  him,  said, 
tlil  tMs  had  been  made  a  portj  qnestion  elsa- 
wbere,  and  might  be  so  here.  pir.  Crawfobd 
nid  he  bad  mentioned  no  plac^  but  bad  said 
that  this  might  be  made  a  party  qnestion,]  I 
imdcrslocid  £e  gentleman  to  say,  stud  Mr.  8., 
tb«(  this  may  again  be  made  a  party  question, 
fiat  for  this  obeervation  of  the  gentteman  the 
BalyMt  of  party  would  probably  not  have  been 
ialrodaced  at  all ;  snd  we  mnst  indeed  shut  our 
tjti  or  we  cannot  avo^d  seeing  that  this  is 
made  a  party  qnestion,  at  least  on  one  «de. 
Do  you  see  one  gentleman,  one  solitary  sontle- 
inaa  of  one  party,  discriminated  generally  as  a 
Federal,  who  doee  not  Tote  iat  this  measure 
tboQglioDt!  Po  you  see  one  pablic  body  in 
FtuUdelpbiaor  New  Yortc  which  has  a  m^ority 
of  Federal  directora  dt  agents,  which  has  not 
HUK  before  yoa  with  memorinls  drawn  up 
widi  the  ingenuity  of  lawyers,  to  impose  on 
lonr  jadgmentsl    Have  not  the  same  party 


Iw  same  nomtter  of  petitioners  as  the;  have  of 
federal  voters  }  Have  they  not  done  so  in  Bal- 
■iiBore )  Of  ibeX  city  I  would  say  a^  little  as 
n;  be,  for  being  a  niann&ctoring  as  well  as  a 
emimercial  cuty,  it  has  stirred  up  an  animosity 
in  moe  gentlemen  againstitnot  easily  acconoted 
'~~    In  Baltimore,  on  a  warmly-contested   ' 


Uieir  every  exertion.  To  the  petition  for  the 
Kaevsl  of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  there  are 
'^  huidred  and  forty  odd  dgnatnres  1  They 
Bare  gained  some  few  once  the  latest  contest, 
h  ihii  coincidence  of  members,  this  exclnavely 
Federal  petitiontng,  no  mark  of  party?  They 
lurealso  got  one  public  body  in  Baltimore  to 
BwaorialiiG  in  favor  of  the  bank ;  the  rest  were 
Mt  to  be  intimidated  by  the  tbreitfs  of  the  Bank 
df  tlie  United  States.  What,  sir,  have  the  other 
P»^  done  ?  Have  they  disturbed  the  qniet 
of  tilher  House  ?  Have  they  brought  forward 
tk  maas  of  their  voters  as  signers  to  petitions  ? 
Na,«ir,  they  have  trusted  the  scbject  to  their 

Stsentatives,  confiding  in  their  di^osition 
ability  to  apeak  their  sentiments.  The  rep- 
NMitaiion  of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Balti- 
■xire,  Norfolk,  and  Charleston,  in  the  other 
loue,  have  opposed  the  renewal  of  the  char^ 
<a.  Every  dty  high  in  eatimaUon  aa  a  com- . 


mercial  city-is  opposed  to  the  renewal  of  the 
charter,  except  Boston.  This  speaks  with  a 
strong  voicewbatare  the  feelings  of  the  people; 
stronger  evidence  cannot  be  presented  to  the 
hnman  miod.  Far  be  it  from  me,  sir,  to  en- 
deavor to  work  up  the  feelings  of  party  spirit 
on  this  occasion  ;  bnt  the  thing  itself  was  one 
of  the  first  canses  which  created  the  present 
parties,  and  separat«d  man  from  man  and 
brother  from  brother.  This  measure  was  origi- 
nally bron^ht  forward  and  adopted  when  the 
representation  in  Congress  was  not  bottomed 
en  an  actual  supposed  censns  of  the  United 
Statea.  Sixty-five  members  composed  Congress 
then,  which  was  a  representation  taken  by  acci- 
dent. If  a  proportionate  representation  had 
been  given  U>  tne  States  according  to  their 
population,  the  law  probably  woold  not  have 
passed.  Tie  States  of  North  Carolina  and 
Sonth  Carolina  had  each  five  Bepresentatives, 
being  thus  placed  on  an  exact  equality.  TTow, 
NorUi  Carolina  has  twelve,  Sonth  Carolina  only 
eight.  Whatwaa  thevote  theni  Out  of  riity- 
five  members  thirty-nine  voted  for  the  bilL  It 
was  not,  as  my  friend  from  Eentncky  e&\A,  a 
subject  faUy  discussed,  or  carried  by  a  tremen- 
dous m^ontv. 

The  bank  having  been  formed,  it  may  not  be 
improper  for  me  to  take  some  view  of  its  ban- 
ning and  its  operation.  At  first  its  operations 
were  confined  to  Fhiladetpbia ;  it  extended  Its 
branches  some  time  afterwards  to  Boston,  New 
York,  Baltimore  and  Charleston.  Wherever  it 
extended  its  influence,  disaenraoti  oommenoed; 
wherever  it  placed  its  foot  it  became  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  the  States  to  ereot  an- 
other bank  to  counterbalance  its  pecuniary  and 
political  influence.  In  Philadelphia  it  began  to 
oppose  certain  people  and  tnm  down  their  pa- 
per. The  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  defenoe 
of  ita  own  citizens,  created  the  Bank  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Here  was  a  check  upon  its  pecuniary 
and  political  operations.  I  heliere  I  am  not 
'  ttuen  when  I  say  that  soon  after  it  com- 

nced  in  Boston  a  new  hank  was  established 
there,  from  what  cause  I  know  not.  In  Balti- 
more, sir,  it  soon  tanght  na  a  lesson,  and  we  met 
the  lesson  as  other  States  had  done.  Charleston 
and  New  York  a«ted  in  a  similar  way.  Opwafr- 
!ng  as  the  bank  did  on  the  politics  of  the  conn- 
try  before  its  effects  were  nentralized  by  com- 
petition, man  being  man,  place  him  where  yon 
wilL  those  concerned  in  the  direction  of  the . 
bank  felt  power  and  exercised  it.  When  the 
British  treaty  was  pending  before  Congress,  the 
president  and  directors  (as  I  am  informed)  them- 
selves carried  about  a  memorial  to  Congress  in  ita 
favor,  with  what  view  and  with  what  effect  may 
easily  be  conceived.  In  Baltimore  (until  we  were 
able  to  check  them  by  other  banks)  its  political 
influence  was  ereat.  Prior  to  the  great  strag- 
gle between  £e  parties,  in  1T08,  they  did  per- 
mit one  democrat  to  be  within  the  walls  of  the 
aanctnary  (as  a  director),  a  gentleman  of  as 
much  resp^tobility  and  todependence  of  char- 
acter, as  any  one  of  the  direction.    He  was. 
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however,  (immedistelj  after  dAring  to  give  bia 
Tol«  in  bvor  of  a  democretio  candidate,)  pat 
oot,  and  since  that  time  no  man  of  democratic 
principlM  has  been  permitted  to  enter  its  walla 
as  a  director.  Men  most  shut  their  ejea  to  the 
fact  of  this  being  a  party  inatitatioD,  when  they 
Me  that  no  democrat  boa  been  admitted  to  the 
direction  of  the  bank  but  in  tliis  city  and  New 
York,  where  the  collector  wan  admitted  adirec- 
tor  for  the  pnrpose  of  prot«cUng  the  pablic 
money  at  the  inatance  (it  is  Raid)  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasary.  Can  we  shnt  onr  eyes  so 
OS  not  to  see  that  men  hostile  to  the  democratic 
partj,  and  of  coutse  to  the  aoccess  of  the  ad- 
ministiation  of  the  Government,  are  not  the 
most  proper  persons  to  have  charge  of  its  pe- 
onniary  concerns  ?  I  would  have  bean  very  un- 
willing to  have  gone  into  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject; bat  when  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
scarcely  able  to  restrain  his  rage,  cried  oat, 
party!  party!  I  was  bonnd  to  show  that  Ltwae 
not  tboee  with  whom  I  act  who  httd  any  agency 
in  pressing  the  subject  of  pvty  into  the  present 
discu58i(m. 

The  genOeman  from  Kentncky  reprobates 
the  system  of  petty  miachievoos  intrigne  for  the 
parpose  of  carrying  measures  through  Congress. 
No  man,  sir,  despises  or  contemns  snch  conduct 
more  than  I  do,  Bot  on  whose  side  has  this 
intrigae  been !  It  is  neceRsary  to  pet  the  sad- 
dle on  the  proper  horse.  Have  wo  gone  to  in- 
■onwce  compsniee  or  corporations  of  one  kind 
or  another)  Have  we  intri^ed  with  the  peo- 
ple to  induce  them  to  take  sides  with  nst  No, 
air,  we  have  been  tranquil ;  we  wanted  no  aid 
<tf  that  kind.  Have  we  sent  peraona  here  to  in- 
trigue with  members,  or  a  deputy  to  remain 
here  the  whole  of  the  last  and  preBentseaaioii,  to 
explain  to  Congress  the  effect  of  putting  down 
the  bank,  and  threaten  them  with  destmction 
and  min  to  the  United  States  if  Uiey  passed  the 
meaaoret  No,  sir,  we  have  had  no  one  here. 
Have  we  stirred  up  the  people  into  town  meet- 
ings to  aid  na  by  memorials  t  No  such  thing, 
dr.  Have  we  called  meetings  and  induced 
honest  mechanics  to  come  here  to  influence 
Congress  by  idle  fears,  impressed  npon  them  by 
those  who  are  interested^  to  tell  a  tale  that  shall 
answer  our  purposes!  No,  At,  we  have  pnrsoed 

Ke^wetable  merchants,  I  observe,  fbrm  a  part 
rfthe  bank  deputies— fur  what?  To  represent 
,  the  late  fall  of  the  price  of  flour  as  a  conse- 
qtnnoe  of  the  danger  of  the  bank  charter  not 
bedng  renewed,  and  thereby  to  alarm  the  minds 
of  membera.  I  am  sorry  that  men  of  such  re- 
spectable character  did  permit  themselves  to 
come  here  on  anch  an  errand.  I  think  I  have 
seen  in  the  papers,  that  one  of  the  mannfaatnr- 
ers  (now  here)  on  being  aalced  to  sign  a  petition 
for  the  renewal  of  the  charter  for  twenty  years, 
■aidhewonldrather  out  off  his  right  hand  than 
sign  it ;  be  wished  only  a  renewal  for  a  short 
time  to  give  the  bank  an  opportanii;  to  wind 
up  ite  affairs.  If  this  statement  be  true,  and  of 
its  trnth  I  have  no  cauae  to  doubt,  it  shows  the 


depth  of  that  intrigne  which  sent  this  gm[|«- 
man  here,  throu^  the  instrunMotalitJ  of  his 
excellent  character,  to  get  a  renewal  of  the 
charter  for  a  period  which  be  never  cooteut- 
plated.  These  are  intrigaee  for  which  mw 
ongbt  to  blush,  and  from  which,  I  think  God, 
we  are  exempt  At  the  time  these  deputies  v- 
rived,  there  were  three  mechanics  of  Biltimots 
here,  of  obaracter  inferior  to  none,  md  at  . 
wealth  inferior  to  few  In  Phfladelphia,  and  iho 
would  have  given  a  different  view  of  the  inb- 
ject,  if  they  had  been  asked  to  appear  befn 
the  committee.  I  thon^t  it  uonecessirf-^ 
wanted  no  asaistance  of  that  kind — no  speoM 
of  intrigne.  Thej  did,  however,  declare,  at, 
that  granting  this  oharter  would  be  adeath-blos 
to  the  politics  of  tiie  State  of  Maryland.  Tbej 
did  beUeve  the  renewal  would  be  injariooilo 
them,  for  neither  they  nor  many  of  the  Duna- 
facturers  of  Baltimore  had  received  mnch  ad- 
vantage from  the  branch  bank ;  they  had  their 
own  banks  from  which  they  generally  reeeiTtd 
accommodation.  Another  q>edes  of  iutrigii*  it 
carried  on,  to  wit,  by  pamphleteering.  Tlie 
press  is  groaning  with  pamphlets — for  wtull 
To  teach  the  minds  of  members  on  thii  qnw- 
tioQ,  the  necessity  of  renewal  and  probabilitj  d 
destruction  to  the  nation,  if  their  demands  ire 
not  complied  with.  Our  tables  are  Mvend 
with  pamphlets  of  that  tendency.  Ess  then 
been  any  tbingof  the  kind  on  our  part) 

There  is  scarcely  an  evil  which  has  not  bea 
attributed  to  the  embar;go,  and  which  it  ix* 
now,  with  as  little  justice,  attributed  to  tha 
expected  non-renewal  of  the  bank  charter.  Grest 
failnree  have  lately  taken  pkce  at  New  York; 
billaof  exchange  on  London,  to  a  large  unoiuit, 
have  returned  protested,  and  the  drawers  *re 
not  able  to  pay  the  holders,  and  to  the  prceett 
critical  situation  of  the  bank  scxne  gentlemen 
attribute  the  distress  brought  upon  those  vho 
have  snSered  by  these  figures  and  protesta 
But,  Mr.  President,  what  le  the  reid  cause  d 
those  iwlnrea !  They  are  confined  prindpinj 
to  New  York,  and  may  be  attributed  to  the  fol- 
lowing oanses:  It  is  natnral  for  men  bom  in 
Great  Britain  to  entertain  predilections  hvon- 
ble  to  a  commerce  with  that  coiutry,  thor 
connections,  as  well  oommeroial  as  of  hnnly, 
are  there ;  their  credit  is  there ;  and,  from  tbM 
causes,  the  house  which  has  failed,  and  eaniw 
so  many  others  with  it  in  Its  Atll,  has  probiblf 
directed  the  principal  part  of  its  commerce  to 
England ;  they  have,  no  donbt.  shipoed  etrittn 
and  tobacco,  the  trade  in  wnicb  0^%  '^ ' 
great  measure  confined  to  Great  Brituo,I)ie 
natural  consequence  has  been,  that  the  mirkett 
of  England  were  complel«ly  g1ntt«d;  tobsMo, 
"  Virginia,  scafoel J  pwd  lh« 
■  L  and  the  hw 
_  Bftypercart- 
The  consignees,  under  thooe  tircnmstanco,  t^ 
fused  to  pay  the  bills  drawn  upon  sbipmenUia 
those  articlis.  The  bills  returned  protested, 
and  min  to  the  American  shipper  has  been 
the  oonseqnence.    At  any  other  time  the  Eag- 
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Bih  merahuila  would  hare  aoMpted  the  bills, 
and  held  the  cargoea  for  tt  better  market ;  bat, 
at  that  tiiDe,  rain  atared  ever^  man  in  the  face. 
No  man  in  London  knew  who  to  trost,  and  verj' 
few  would  enter  into  engageraeota  which  thej 
nw  any  diffioolty  in  meetiog.  No  censare 
ought  to  be  attached  to  the  Amerioan  shipper, 
lor,  by  the  nrage  of  trade  between  the  United 
St^ee  and  Europe,  the  American  merchant  i^ 
entitled  to  draw  for  two-thirds  the  amoont  of 
bis  cargo  on  transmitting  invoices  and  bills  of 
lading  with  orders  for  insurance.  Other  canses 
have  existed  to  cause  the  preeent  distices  in 
Kew  York  and  elsewhere,  to  wit,  the  seixnre, 
detention  and  oonfiaoation  of  property  in  Den- 
maric,  Fmsna,  and  France,  of  ships  and  oargoee 
to  tbeamoaiitof  many  milliona,  on  the  proceeds 
«f  which  cargoes  merchants  oalcolated  to  meet 
thdr  engagements  at  home,  and  to  meet  their 
UUs  drawn  on  London.  For,  sir,  the  merchants 
who  make  large  shipmenis  to  the  continent, 
order  the  greatest  proportion  of  their  proceeds 
to  be  remitted  from  thenoe  to  London,  and,  on 
the  expectation  thereof  draw  bills  on  their 
friends  there.  Disappointment  has  been  t' 
eoneeqnence  of  sDch  eeiznres  and. tosses;  pr_ 
tesU  of  sach  bills  and  rnin  has  followed.  Bnt, 
Mr.  President,  we  might  wiih  as  mnch  propriety 
albibata  the  late  great  failures  in  England  and 
on  the  continent  to  the  expected  non-renewal 
of  the  bank  chsrter,  as  those  which  have  hap- 
pened in  New  York,  or  the  present  ^stress  of 
the  merchants  of  the  United  States.  The  re- 
toms  of  the  bills  protested,  to  so  large  an 
amount,  of  course  destroyed  the  merchant's 
nedit  at  bank ;  he  fiuled,  and,  by  his  fall,  has 
caused  the  rain  of  others.  When  a  great  house 
bill,  it  is  like  a  game  of  nine  pins ;  knock  one 
down  and  it  will  probably  carry  with  it  fonr  or 
fire  others. 

We  have  bean  told,  Ifr.  President,  In  ease  the 
charter  ahonld  not  be  renewed,  that  we  shall 
find  in  fntnre  great  difflonlty  in  obtaining  loans. 
What  loans,  I  ask,  hare  QoTemment  ever  re- 
ceived from  the  Bank  ttfthe  United  Btateef  I 
reetdlact,  when  1  first  entered  Congress,  that 
GoTermnent  were  indebted  for  loans  made  from 
the  bank,  but  I  also  recollect  that  the  bank 
HMopIained  of  her  loans  as  an  inoonvenienoe, 
and  that  Congraas  took  the  earlier  meaaore  in 
their  power  to  pay  them  o^  and  have,  unce 
that  period,  made  no  new  loan  from  the  bank 
until  that  made  payable  the  first  of  January 
laaL  I  will  not  inqnire  whether  even  that  loan 
waa  neoeavry,  but  I  will  venture  to  promise, 
KTj  and  win  give  any  security  that  may  be  re- 
qmiod,  that  the  State  banks  will  give  a  similar 
•eeominodaticm,  to  wit :  If  the  Secretaiy  of 
the  Treasury  wiD  dqtoait  with  the  State  banks 
two  millions  five  bnndred  tbonsand  ddlan  of 
thepablie  money,  (the  anioantof  thelaieloan,) 
they  will  lend  GoTemmeDt  to  the  tame  amonn^ 
and  thus  do  as  the  Bank  td  the  United  Btates 
has  dona,  lend  ]wh  yMrown  nionttf,  and  very 
kindly  receive  from  yon  an  iotereat  of  sis  per 
BMt.  Iberefor.    We  are  tirid  that  the  bank  baa 


lately  lessened  the  discounts  of  indiridnali  ten 
per  cent.,  and  that  the  merchants  are  thereby 
greatly  distreased.  Is  that  a  fact)  If  it  it,  and 
greu  distress  has  ensued  therefrom,  what  will 
be  the  distress  uf  the  merchants  if  the  bill  now 
before  you  shall  pass;  and  ii^  agreeably  to  its 
provisions,  Oongress  should  (at  any  time  her»> 
after)  call  on  the  bank  for  the  loan  of  four  mil- 
lions promised  by  the  bill?  If,  sir,  a  lewen- 
ing  of  their  discounts  one-tenth  per  cent,  orestea 
distress,  what  will  be  the  consequence,  when, 
by  a  loan  of  four  miUions,  called  for  from  tiie 
bank,  the  bank  shall  be  compelled  to  lessen  the 
discounts  foor-tenths  t 

But,  sir,  the  promise  to  lend  ibnr  ni]li<nia 
tfma  a  bank  of  ten  millions  Is  idle ;  it  is  worse, 
it  is  deception  on  the  face  of  it.  The  loan,  if 
made,  would  not  be  from  the  bank  bnt  from  the 
merohsnte,  whose  diioonnU  would  thereby  be 
lessened,  and  whose  ruin  would  follow. 

We  are  told  that,  if  the  charter  of  this  bank 
be  not  renewed,  and  the  funds  <^  the  United 
States  be  deposited  in  the  8Ut«  banks,  it  will 
be  extremely  unsafe,  because  it  is  sud  we  con 
have  DO  control  over  them.  And,  1  wish  to 
know,  sir,  what  control  we  have  over  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  r  None,  bnt  the  same  as 
we  may  have  over  the  State  banks.  We  oan- 
not  check  the  operations  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  if  they  obtain  this  charter, 
they  will  know  that  they  can  have  their  charter 
renewed  whenever  they  please ;  so  that,  the 
fbar  of  a  non-renewal  of  their  charter  wilt  have 

operation  on  them  in  future.  Yon  wilt  have 
a  much  greater  control  over  the  State  banks, 
becanse  yon  are  under  no  obligation  to  put 
money  in  them,  and  yon  can  change  them 
whenever  yon  think  proper ;  the  duger  of 
losing  the  public  de[Kirits  will  always  be  a 
sufficient  control  over  their  conduct.  The 
secority  of  the  State  banks  is  doulrted,  however; 
and  we  are  told,  very  gravely,  indeed,  that  there 
is  mnch  more  security  in  the  mother  bank,  and 
her  nine  children,  than  in  ten  independent 
banks.  This  I  most  deny.  I  alionld,  as  a  mer- 
chant, place  more  confidence  in  ten  independent 
honsea  than  in  one  with  nine  branohea, 

MoinuT,  February  16, 
Sami  of  the  United  3UUm. 
Mr.  Beebt  said  he  had  not  the  vanity  to  be- 
lieve, after  the  snbject  had  been  so  fully  dla- 
cusaed,  that  be  should  be  able  to  shed  any  new 
light  on  it ;  bnt  having  been  instructed,  by  the 
Legislatnre  of  the  State  which  be  had  the  honor 
to  repreeeot,  to  vote  on  ooastitnti<mal  principlM 
agunst  the  bill  nnder  oonstderation,  and  as  be 
waa  rednced  U>  the  pi^nfiil  necearity  of  gtnng 
eounler  to  those  instmetiona,  it  aeemed  to  bim 
to  be  indiipenaably  neoeesary  that  be  should 
snbmit  to  the  Senate  the  gronoda  <m  which  he 
acted.  It  is  (said  he)  a  moat  painfbl  aitoadoii 
in  which  I  stand  in  relation  to  the  Legislature 
of  Vir^nia,  in  being  compelled  to  vote  id  oprx^ 
rition  to  thrar  will,  more  espedally  as  it  m  t 
prevalent  opinim  with  many  wbcM  apinioM 
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are  entitled  to  great  respect,  that  mBtmctioiui 
are  obligatdiy  on  a  Senator.  This  qneetion  is 
one  wbich  baa  oeTar  been  setUed,  or  even  fUIj 
deUberated  on.  InstmotionB,  when  heretofore 
giren  to  Senators,  hare  generally  been  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  sentiments  of  the  Benatois, 
and  only  given  to  add  the  greater  weight  to 
their  opinions.  If  called  npon  definitely  to  pro- 
Donncie  with  regard  to  initmctioDB  on  qnestions 
of  expediency,  I  might  be  nnder  some  difiicnlty 
as  to  what  oonrse  to  pnrane ;  because,  althongh 
there  is  no  clause  in  the  constitntion  to  that 
eSbot,  I  am  nnder  a  Btrong  impresdon  that, 
according  to  the  principles  of  onr  Goremment, 
there  is  mncb  reason  to  believe  that  the  respec- 
tive State  LegiEl&toree  ahoutd  have  such  aright; 
bat  on  a  oonstitutional  qnestiun  (whatever  may 
be  the  ri^t  of  the  State  Legislatares  in  other 
instances)  the  right  of*  instruction  may  be  de- 
lued,  in  my  judgment— that  is,  so  far  as  to  be 
imperative  on  the  Senator.  To  give  a  vote  in 
such  a  manner  as  in  his  estimatiDn  to  inflict  a 
vital  wound  on  the  constitntion,  is  more  than 
the  L^^islatnre  of  Virginia,  or  any  other  State 
Legislature  in  the  Union,  can  compel  me  or  any 
other  Senator  in  the  United  States  to  do.  Tlie 
resolution  of  Virginia  is  bottomed,  not  on  the 
ground  of  ez];ediency,  liat  on  the  principle  tbat 
the  oonstilntton  prohibited  Congress  &x>m  grant- 
ing the  bank  charter  in  the  first  instance;  tbnt 
it  now  priihibited  it,  and  therefore,  because  it 
was  unconstitutional,  the  Legislature  Itave  in- 
Btracted  their  Senators  in  Congress  to  oppose 
it.  Now,  sir,  altliongh  I  eh^l  not  immediately 
and  directiy  violate  the  oonstitntion  by  voting 
against  the  bank,  yet,  if  I  vote  against  it  when 
iMlieve  it  constitutional  and  necessary,  it  must 
be  known  that  I  vote  in  conformity  to  the  in- 
structions of  the  Virginia  Legislatore ;  and  so 
&r  as  my  vote  goes,  it  will  warrant  and  sanc- 
tion that  intorpretaljon  of  the  constitnlion 
which  the  Le^slature  of  Virginia  has  given — 
which  interpretation,  in  conscience,  I  b^eve  to 
be  erroneous.  Therefore,  though  in  ordinary 
cases  tbe  instmctions  of  a  Legislature  may  ha 
imperative,  (I  will  not  determine  that  qneation,) 
I  conclnde  that  they  cannot  be  so  when  they 
require  of  a  Senator  to  commit  either  a  posi' 
tive  or  implied  breach  of  tie  constitution,  or  to 
vote  in  such  a  manner  as  to  warrant  such  inter- 
pretation of  the  constitntion  as  will  deprive  it 
of  an  essential  attribute.  Virginia  has  the 
physical  force,  but  has  she  a  moral  right  to 
violate  the  Constitntion  of  the  United  btatest 
If  she  has  it  not,  can  she  give  it  to  her  Ijt^^A- 
turet  If  her  Legislature  poeaeas  it  not,  can 
they  give  it  to  a  Benator)  ban  the  Legislature 
give  me  a  moral  right  to  violate  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  Stues,  which  I  have  sworn  to 
support)  I  believe  not,  sir;  and  that,  in  llie 
situation  in  which  I  stand,  their  instructions 
ought  to  have  no  operation  on  tite  vote  T  am  to 
pve  on  the  subject  under  consideration. 

The  first  question,  whether  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, when  it  first  came  into  operation,  did 
not  poaeeaa  the  power  of  creating  a  N^onal 
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Bank,  is  tbe  primary  object  of  investigsliaa.  la 
ot^ectton  to  this  it  bos  been  said,  that  to  eany 
into  effect  an  enumerated  power  is  oae  tluog, 
and  the  right  to  incorporate  a  bank  is  a  distinct 
power.  Those  who  take  this  ground  tAj  that 
the  creation  of  a  National  Bank  is  an  ongind, 
independent,  and  substantive  power.  It  is  not 
suffident,  say  they,  to  show  that  it  is  a  con- 
venient inatmment  to  carry  into  effect  sn  eoa- 
merated  power,  becanse  it  is  an  iodependrnt 
anthority  of  itself  and  the  genius  d  our  Got- 
emroent  prohibits  the  derivation  of  my  poren 
by  implication  with  aarupnlons  limitstiou.  It 
is  tmCj  sir,  that  our  Government,  bung  id 
emanation  from  the  exiiting  State  govemmeBt^ 
the  rational  construction  i^  that  all  power  act 

{iven  aw^r  is  retained  to  them  or  to  uie  people, 
f  that  conatrootion  does  not  reentt,  then  a  posi- 
tive amendment,  which  bts  been  made  to  tbe 
oonstitutioD,  has  infosed  this  prindple  into  it, 
I  therefore  admit  in  its  foUeat  latitude  tbe  con- 
stmcUon  that  all  powers  not  given  swaj  *n 
still  ret^ned ;  yet  I  still  contend  that  even  in 
a  Government  like  ours,  there  are  some  resnlt- 
ing  powers.  Or  by  what  right  do  wo  create  t 
military  school?  We  have  a  right  to  r»ise 
armies;  bat  we  can  have  an  army  withool  t 
military acbool.  Yet Itisconstituttonal tocrcaCs 
such  an  institution,  because  every  ^ven  power 
impliea  rights  inferior  appertuuiag  to  tkt 
powers  granted.  We  lay  an  embargo — is  thert 
any  olanse  in  the  constitntion  authorizing  as  to 
lay  embargoeet  No,  tai;  we  have  a  right  to 
regulate  trade,  and  we  have  a  right  to  lay  em- 
bargoes to  protect  it.  We  have  a  right  to  p^ 
vide  for  arming  and  disciplining  t£e  militia 
Under  this  authority  we  build  armories.  Istbere 
any  provision  in  (iie  constitntion  directingitt 
We  have  erected  forges  and  even  purchuedore 
banks.  These  are  inferior  powers,  n«cesairilT 
resnlling  from  the  greater  powers  granted.  But 
here  gentlemen  find  the  great  difSeolty.  Tbe 
creation  of  a  corporation,  say  they,  is  an  art 
of  sovereignty ;  it  cannot  be  used  as  a  umsb, 
because  it  is  a  sovereign  act  Why,  Mr.  Prte 
ident,  every  law  passed  is  quoad  hie  a  ■aTe^ 
eign  act.  A  law  incorporating  a  milttarf 
school  is  as  much  sn  act  of  sovereignty,  as  to  tbe 
partionlar  ml^eot  to  which  it  relates,  as  ao  ut 
mcorporating,  a  bank.  We  create  a  militUT 
Bohool — for  what  pnrpoaet  Because  the  wt^ 
eign  Buthori^  has  power  to  eatabtisb  an  snnj, 
and  the  power  to  create  a  military  school  it  'v- 
separably  connected  with  and  necessarily  eppv- 
tuns  to  it.  We  establish  a  navy — we  sin 
eetablish  a  marine  corps.  There  is  no  dause  iB 
the  constitatien  giving  that  power,  but  we  take 
it  as  inseparable  from  the  power  to  create  ( 
navy,  because  tbe  eiereise  of  tbe  greater  iis- 
pliea  every  subordinate  power  neoMsarilj  «»■ 
nected  with  it.  The  great  rtumbling  bk^ 
however,  ia^  that  this  is  one  of  those  inde- 
pendent, original,  and  sobstantive  powers,  wliidi 
cannot  be  given  by  implication.  BUci*** 
says,  "  municipal  law,  thos  understood,  is  prop* 
erly  defined  to  be  a  rule  of  dvil  cwdoot,  pt- 
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■vibed  b7  the  snpreme  power  In  s  State,  com- 
""Tuflng  what  is  riKbt  and  prohibitjng  what  is 
wrong.  Agreeably  to  this  definition,  every 
law  passed  by  a  deliberative  bodj  is  an  act  of 
nrcreignt;  *a  to  the  aabject  to  which  it  relates. 
Hie  establishment  of  a  marine  ooipe  ia  as  mnoh 
an  act  af  sovereignty  as  an  act  moorporating 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  only  qnes- 
''  a  is,  whether  it  be  neeeeaarilj  incident  t«  the 


m  the  constitution  and  most  nnwillingly 
cede  reealting  powers,  wiU  admit  tbem  to  a 
eertaia  extent  even  in  our  Government  The 
onl;  qnestioa  is  the  iinmedi«t«  and  neoeesary 
eonnectaon  of  the  means  nsed  with  tbe  ol^eot 
intended  to  be  attuned. 

In  inquiring  tben,  sir,  whether  or  not,  at  the 
first  promnlgation  of  the  conatitntion,  when  it 
none  into  eiislenoe,  it  was  intended  that  Con- 
gresi  should  possess  the  power  of  incorporating 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stat^  let  os  inqnirc 
wheUier  there  was  any  possibility  of  carrying 
into  effect  with  any  tolerable  convenienoe  and 
advantage  the  several  provisions  of  the  coned- 
tDiHKi,  onless  this  power  exists.  It  is  said  that 
yoQ  do  not  possess  the  power,  because  it  is  at- 
iKopted  to  !»  derived  by  diEFerent  gentlemen 
fiom  so  many  difierent  parts  of  the  oonstitntioa. 
How,  Ur.  Prendent,  I  navs  never  before  Dnder- 
tfood that  a  capacity  to  derive  a  title  irom  several 
dtflereot  soorces  gives  yoo  less  title  than  if  deriv- 
ed from  one  sonrce  alone.  I  derive  the  power 
from  the  whole  context  of  the  constitntion, 
■Ithoogh  gentlemen  seem  to  thinlc  that  the  title 
is  inv^idaled  in  proportion  to  the  nnmber  of 
iectimiB  in  the  constitntion  from  whence  we  de- 
rive it.  In  order  to  avoid  confhsion  of  argn- 
mmt  in  examining  this  qaeetion,  I  will  derive 
it  from  only  one  soojoe  at  present,  thongh  I  be- 
lieve others  equally  ^ve  it  bj  a  neceMory  oon- 
striKtion.  At  the  time  the  oonstitndon  came 
into  existence,  I  believe  there  were  bnt  Uiree 
banks  in  the  United  States;  none  sonth  of  Phila- 
dtlphia,  aad  all  of  very  limited  capital.  The 
Oonstitatjoa  of  the  United  States  gives  the 
power  to  levy  and  collect  taxes.  Is  it  possible 
to  imagine  any  system  so  convenient  for  the 
edlectioa  of  this  revenae,  and  sanding  it  to  the 
laat  ot  Government,  as  tliat  of  the  agency  of 
bankst  I  ain  not  inquiring  whether  the  State 
banks  can  doit;  bnt  leay  thattheframersof  the 
euistitiition  most  have  liad  nnijer  consideration 
the  state  of  things  at  the  time  when  the  consti- 
tation  came  into  existence.  At  that  time  there 
was  not  one  bank  south  of  Philadelphia,  and  the 
banks  which  existed  were  very  limited  in  their 
etfntal,  and  their  paper  had  limited  oircnlation, 
CongTes^  in  snch  a  state  of  things,  then,  has 
the  power  of  levying  and  collecting  taxes  oon- 
brrad  on  it,  and  yet  Congress  has  not  the  pow- 
w  to  cxei^  banks  to  aid  in  the  collection  of  Its 
taxes,  notwithstanding  a  olanse  to  make  all 
Uwa  necessary  and  proper  for  that  purpose  is 
contained  in  the  constitation.    No  gentleman 

wQl  s^  that  the  agency  of  banks  is  not  nec«s- 
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sary  in  some  way  or  other  in  collecting  the  rev- 
enne.  I  admit  withoat  them  you  could  have 
osnied  on  onr  fiscal  arrangements  in  an  awk- 
ward and  onmbrons  form,  bat  was  that  the  in- 
tention of  the  constitntion  I  When  the  power 
to  collect  taxes  was  given,  it  was  intended  to 
give  all  the  means  neceflaary  to  carry  this  power 
into  execution.  It  was  not  to  execute  this 
power  in  a  cnmbrons  form,  but  with  the  great- 
eat  facility  with  which  the  power  ia  susceptible 
of  being  wielded.  Now,  is  it  possible  that  the 
constitntion  contemplated  that  the  revenne 
shoold  be  colleotad  and  transmitted  here,  sQb- 
ject  to  all  the  risks  and  accidents  and  inoon- 
venienoee  that  attend  the  transportation  of 
specie!  It  is  impo^ble.  Bat  all  this  doubt 
has  arisen  trom  its  being  a  separate  and  inde- 
pendent power,  although  it  is  no  more  of  that 
character  than  any  other  law  passed  to  execute 
the  enumerated  powers  of  Congress. 

In  a  word,  Mr.  President,  it  is  admitted  by  all 
who  have  spoken  on  thb  question,  whether  for 
or  agaiuat  the  bill  onder  consideration,  that  the 
agency  of  a  bank  or  of  hanks  aSbrds  the  great- 
est facility  and  security  of  any  plan  that  con  bo 
devised  for  the  collection  of  a  revenue,  and  for 
ita  transmiasioD  to  yonr  Treaanry. 

It  is  admitted  that  no  bank  or  banks  of  a  cap- 
ital or  of  Boffioient  circulating  paper  thronghoat 
the  United  States  adequate  to  this  object,  did 
exist  when  the  constitution  was  first  formed, 
promulgated,  or  adopted.  It  ia  admitted  tiiat 
to  levy  and  collect  taxes  ia  one  of  the  enumer- 
ated powers  of  Congress.  It  is  admitted  tiiat 
Oongress  has  all  power  necessary  and  conve- 
nient to  carry  its  ennmerated  powers  into  exe- 
cution. 

It  is  admitted  there  is  no  express  clause  in  the 
constitntion  prohibiting  the  establishment  of  a 
National  Bonk. 

If  these  principles  and  facts  are  admitted,  doM 
it  not  demonstrate,  beyond  the  posdbility  of 
donbt,  this  nnqnest^onable  result,  to  wit ;  that 
as  Oongress  is  to  levy  and  collect  revenue ;  that 
aa  (he  agency  of  banks  affords  the  most  cert^n, 
speedy,  and  convenient  means  by  which  a  rev- 
enue can  be  collected ;  that  as  neither,  at  the 
period  when  the  constitution  was  made,  pro- 
mnlgatad,  or  adopted,  banks  of  sufilcient  capital, 
or  with  paper  of  sufficient  circalation,  existed 
for  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  its  trnns- 
misdon  to  your  Treaaary  ;  that  as  there  was  no 
positive  clause  prohibiting  a  National  Bank  in 
the  constitntion ;  that  as  Congress  was  to  have 
all  power  necessary  to  carry  its  enumerated 
powers  into  execution  ;  that  as  the  convention 
who  framed,  and  the  people  who  adopted  the 
constitution,  must  have  had  in  view  our  then 
eiiating  institutions,  and  the  then  general  state 
of  society,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  conven- 
tion who  fbrmed  the  constitntion,  and  the  peo- 
ple who  adopted  it,  to  give  to  Congress  the  pow- 
er of  establishing  a  I^tional  Bank.  ]f  at  the 
time  of  adopting  the  constitntion  it  was  neces- 
sary and  proper  that  Congress  shonid  possess  it, 
for  the  exercise  of  any  of  its  enumerated  pow- 
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«n ;  if  the  foregoing  result  is  iu)deDi«ble,  and  I 
think  it  My  I  would  intorrog&te,  if  Oongreas,  on 
th«  adoption  of  the  oonstitatioD,  poaseaed  a 
power  to  esubliah  a  Natiotul  Bank,  what  has 
■inoe  deprived  that  bodr  of  the  power  t  I, 
Ur.  Freadent,  can  discover  nothing  whkh  has. 
Chu  argomeD^  mnolt  oonflded  in  by  gentlemen 
who  have  opposed  the  present  bill,  is,  not  that 
booka  are  not  neceasaiy  to  the  coll«otion  ci  the 
revenne,  bnt  that  State  banks  will  answer.  In 
retom,  I  InaiBt  that  no  State  banks  did  exist 
when  the  ooostitntion  was  first  formed,  there- 
fore the  power  to  oreat«  a  National  Bank  is  no- 
cemarily  given  in  the  power  to  levy  and  collect 
taxes.  To  this  it  is  replied  that  to  create  a  Na- 
tional Bank  is  to  l^Lslate  bv  implication ; 
a  sepsrate,  snbetantive,  and  indepoident  pow- 
er ;  to  levj  a  tax  is  eoe  tUng,  to  inake  a  bank 
another.  I  answer,  to  levy  a  tax  is  <»ie  thing, 
to  create  an  officer  for  its  collection  another. 
By  this  kind  of  ohop-lopo  we  may  prove  any 
thing  onconstitDtioaaL  I  ask,  when  yon  levy 
a  tax,  if  you  do  not  provide  officeis  for  ooUed^ 
ing  it.  I  levy  a  tax  and  create  a  bank  throogb 
whose  instromentatity  I  mean  to  collect  it; 
from  the  same  anthority  by  which  I  ^point  a 
collector,  I  have  a  right  to  create  abaok  through 
whose  inatrnmentality  I  mean  to  receive  and 
transmit  it.  There  is  no  claose  in  the  constitu- 
tion saying  yon  may  appoint  officers  for  the  ool' 
lection  of  the  revenue  speciScally ;  bnttheright 
to  appoint  ofBcers  to  collect  revenue  is  derived 
from  the  power  of  levying  B  tax,  from  which 
also  may  be  derived  the  power  of  eetablishiog  a 
bank,  if  it  be  tha  best  mode  of  collecting  Uie 
revenue.  It  is  sud  yon  may  collect  this  tax  by 
means  of  tlie  Btata  banks.  Very  well,  mr,  Isay 
yon  may  collect  the  revenue  by  means  of  State 
officers,  and  npon  the  principle  that  yon  cannot 
establish  a  bank  to  collect  the  revenue,  becanse 
the  8tat«  banks  can  collect  it,  I  si^  that  the 
State  officers  can  collect  our  taxes,  and  if  yonr 

Xment  is  just,  yon  oaimot  appoint  any  other 
in.  The  constitntion  antborizes  the  Pretd- 
dent  to  appoint  persons  to  fill  all  offices  estab- 
lished by  law,  bnt  says  not  a  word  abont  ap- 
p<dnting  officera  to  collect  the  tax  yon  levy 
specifically.  Upon  the  oonstraction  gentlemen 
oontend  for,  they  might  say,  because  uo  power 
is  expressly  given  to  appoint  officera  of  the  ens' 
toms,  or  for  yonr  taxes,  and  it  is  possible  to  col- 
lect the  revenne  by  the  agency  of  the  State 
Governments,  and  nothing  ^onld  be  done  by 
the  United  Statue  anihorities  which  oan  be  done 
by  the  States,  therefore  these  collectors  of  the 
cnstoms  or  revenne  should  be  sach  as  are  sp- 

einted  by  the  States  for  StAte  pnrpoees.  Xlus 
Dd  of  reasoning,  sir,  cannot  be  admissible,  and 
is  in  hostility  with  a  most  manifest  principle  of 
the  oonstitnlion,  as  it  is  evidently  a  prominent 
featnre  of  that  instrument  that  the  General 
Government  should  have  within  itself  all  those 
powerv  noceaeary  and  oonveoieut  for  the  execu- 
tion of  its  ennmerated  trnats,  entirely  free  and 
independent  <)t  the  interference  and  agency  of 
the  States,  thur  offiorav,  or  ministers.  | 


It  is  said  that  the  oorpontioQ,  which  it  is  pro- 
pcaed  to  reobarter,  indepuident  of  the  fadlity  it 
affords  to  Government  in  the  ooUeetioa  of  tlw 
revenue,  has  also  partioolar  advantages  gives  to 
it;  that  H  is  a  monopoly  i  and  wbatri^t,itia 
asked,  has  Congress  to  grant  a  laonffptAj  t  I 
wiU  ask,  in  retnra,  when  an  officer  is  appointed 
to  oolleot  the  customs,  has  he  not  a  salaty  and 
emolnments  t  Is  not  every  office  in  law  called 
a  franchise  or  a  particular  privil^e  t  If  the 
officer  who  has  these  emolnments,  privilege^ 
or  frauohiacfl,  (call  them  what  you  wiU)  re- 
ceives these  in  condderatdim  for  his  sariec^ 
have  yon  not  the  power  to  hold  out  iadaae- 
menta  to  assodated  bodies  of  men  to  fbna  an 
inatitation  from  which  the  public  may  derin 
benefit,  not  with  a  view  exclosivdy  to  tltcir 
monopMy  and  benefit  but  on  aooomit  at  tbs 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  it  by  the  pnbliet 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentnt^, 
(Ur.  C1.1.T,)  with  his  nanal  Ingenuity,  tipA»  of 
the  enormons  evil  and  the  dancer  to  our  libsv- 
lies  that  is  to  be  antidpaled  from  giving  Um 
power  to  erect  0(MiK>rati(HiB,  wUdi  be  says  is 
an  original  power,  ud  has  givm  bong  to  insti- 
tutions which  have  swellM  to  an  enwinoas 
magnitude.  The  example  of  the  East  In^ 
Company  and  the  Sonut  Sea  Company  were 
spoken  of  in  an  alarming^  inqtresnve^  and  in- 

ginioua  manner.  But,  I  ask,  sir,  if  the  State 
ovemmenta  do  not  possess  this  gigantic  powvl 
I  see  nothing  to  restrain  them  more  ttuui  tlie 
General  Qovemment  I  see  that  the  ratly  sb- 
perriaors  as  to  the  State  Govemmoits  are  tbe 
themselvea,  who  an  also  tbe  enperrinn 
gres^who  have  also  the  invidions  Jeeloas 
eyee  of  the  State  flovemmenta  eonstantly  opoi 
tbem,  ss  is  illustrated  in  the  oondoct  of  atune  ct 
the  Stntee  on  this  veir  qneelion,  and  wbo  oom- 
bioed  would  guard  this  power  from  abase  bj 
the  General  Government  mnch  more  than  tbe 
people  alone  will  guard  against  abnsee  by  thn 
Statka.    It  is  a  visionary  mode  of  n 


The  geatlemaa  may  as  well  teQ  ol 
that  we  may  raise  armies  to  so  monstroos  n 
extent  as  to  crash  our  libertiea;  and,  therdon^ 
we  ought  not  on  any  emergent?  to  ruse  an 
army.  He  may  as  well  aay  the  oreadou  at  a 
lilitary  school,  which  is  as  moch  and  no  more 
reaultinB  power  than  the  one  in  questian,  is 
giving  to  Oongreee  a  great  substantive  indepeod- 
ent  power  to  create  a  vast  engine,  under  the 
name  of  a  military  school,  which  may  swell  to 
such  an  immense  importance  as  to  make  it  an 
inatnunent  to  swallow  all  the  liberties  t£  tbe 
country.  So  as  respects  dtes  for  forts  and 
ormoriea,  and  ore  buika,  poweis  exercised  i^ 
implication,  the  gentleman,  from  the  mdimited 
indulgence  he  gives  to  a  gloomy  and  forebod- 
ing imagination,  may  aay,  yon  may  purchaaa 
the  terriiorial  rights  of  the  States  undl  joa 
destroy  their  sovereignty.  There  is  no  end  to 
the  extent  of  soch  reasoning.  We  most  Kly  in 
some  degree  on  ourselves,  on  the  vinlaoce  oC 
tbe  Slate  Governments,  and  on  the  diseretkn 
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of  the  people.  When  the  whole  bod;  p<dltio  is 
N  eoimpt  that  there  Are  no  eyee  on  oor  rolera 
to  see  when  thej  tranioeDd  the  powers  of  the 
constitutioii,  all  U  lost,  and  no  paper  reaerra- 
tiona  can  save  ni. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  readj  to  admit  that 
where  a  ineaanre  obtaiiu,  that  infliota  a  viola- 
tioD  on  our  oonatitadoa  uiat  is  anqneattonable, 
palpable,  and  itotoriooa,  however  freqnentlj 
and  however  ftolemnl;  this  measure  had  been 
moctioned,  however  long  it  bad  been  aobmitted 
to  and  endured,  would  not  be  condderstioiiB 
with  me  of  bdj  importance  or  create  one  mo- 
ment of  donbt.  Error,  however  repeated  and 
submitted  to,  is  error  still,  and  every  oooa- 
Mon  ihonld  be  sought  to  get  rid  of  it ;  but  on 
an  oceaaion  in  the  ori^  of  which  the  constitu- 
tional qoesdoa  was  doabtftU,  when  men  of  the 
poreet  integrity  and  most  illomined  Intelligence 
might  pause  and  differ  and  donbt,  T  shonld  im- 
■gina  that  snoh  ease  once  acted  on  should  never 
agsin  be  tooohed,  nalesa  oonslderatlonB  of  Irre- 
■iatible  importanoe  lead  to  sncb  a  measure ;  and  I 
imagiae  that  everj  man  of  candor  and  intelli- 
genoe  who  weigm  with  due  deliberation  the 
qoeation  under  consideration,  will  at  leaat  ad- 
mit, if  the  meaanre  ia  not  certain!  j  constitntion- 
al,  it  is  at  least  of  that  deecription  of  character 
I  have  last  mendoned.  In  snch  an  instance  as 
thia,  will  it  be  said  that  after  this  measore  has 
been  sanctioned  bj  Consress  on  fall  deliberation 
and  debate;  after  the  bill  establishing  this. bank 
had  received  the  approbation  of  the  Preddent, 
who  reserved  his  signatnre  to  it  till  the  last 
moment  permitted  by  the  constitution,  and  af- 
ter be  bad  viewed  the  qneetion  with  all  its 
bearings  in  ever;  attitude  it  conld  be  presented, 
after  fall  coasaltation  with  his  Cnbinet  Ministers 
and  others  of  high  intelleetoal  character;  after 
the  law  thos  eanotioned  by  the  Legislature  and 
the  PresideDt  has  been  acquiesced  in  and  prac- 
tised on  for  the  space  of  twenty  years,  when  it 
has  been  conwdered  inviolable,  and  corroborat- 
ing laws  passed  doling  the  administration  and 
ie^klatton  of  different  dominant  political  par- 
ties ;  when  those  laws  hare  been  sanoUonea  yj 
the  aolemn  adjodloUioQ  of  all  ourjndges,  boui 
rf  (be  Gwieraland  State  Govemmeota;  tosop- 
pcae  that  all  these  ooDuderationa  are  to  have  no 
mfinonee  as  to  patting  to  rest  a  constitutional 
qoectioD  which  was  donbtftil  in  its  origin,  is  to 
he  skepticat  and  tcmpnlons  bejood  all  reeson- 
aUe  bound.  If  Oontpreaa  had  no  right  to  inoor- 
poraW  a  bank,  wm  it  not  on  act  of  usnrpation 
in  the  Preeident  and  Congrees  to  pass  laws  pnn- 
iihing  iniUvidnals  fur  the  forgery  of  its  paper  ? 
Nay,  more,  ICr.  President,  when  we  inflict  death 
far  the  snpport  of  institntiona  OongrcM  had  no 
right  to  create,  and  for  (be  violation  of  laws 
the  ooostitntion  prohibits  that  body  from  enact- 
ing— (and  onder  the  denomination  of  each  of 
the  political  sects  into  which  this  country  is 
divided,  agreeable  to  the  principlei  now  con- 
tended for  by  gentlemen,  such  laws  have  been 
peaeed) — are  not  the  Execntire  which  sanctions, 
the  CongresB  which  paas^  and  the  whole  body 


of  onr  Jnditdarj,  both  of  the  General  and  State 
GoTemmenta,  which  enforcee  neb  nnoonstitn- 
tlonal  messnres,  and  tinder  their  snrreptitiooa 
authority  inflicts  death  upon  onr  citizen^  worse 
than  nsnr»ers  ?  Are  they  not  mnrderers  t  Yes, 
Mr.  PresiaeuL  I  reiterate,  are  they  not  mnr- 
derers )  And  are  we  prepared  to  pronounce  so 
heavy  a  denunoiation  on  our  predecessors,  on 
onrsetvee,  and  the  other  great  Departments  i^  - 
our  Government  ?  Are  we  ready  to  inform  the 
American  people  that  this  body  and  all  their 
oonstitnted  anthoritiea  have  sported  with  the 
livee  and  illegally  shed  the  blood  of  onr  citizens! 
My  colleague  was  foreman  of  the  Jury  that 
pronounced  sentence,  or  that  found  a  Terdio^ 
on  the  famous  or  rather  in&moos  Logwood,  for 
forgery  of  the  paper  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  This  v^ict  was  confirmed  bvthejadge 
of  the  court,  and  the  criminal  punisned  agree- 
ably to  the  Indgment.  Is  a  measure  of  each 
weighty  and  awflil  imporL  so  solemnly  and 
deliberately  acted  on  and  decided,  and  multi- 
fariood  other  decisions  of  the  saaie  description, 
to  have  no  influence  on  the  dedslon  we  are 
about  to  give  respecting  the  constitntionality  of 
establishing  a  NationalBank  t  If  they.are  not, 
then  gentlemen  view  the  subject  tbronuh  a  very 
diftereat  medium  than  that  through  which  it  is 
presented  to  v^j  vision.  Then,  in  my  Jndgment, 
Mr.  President,  our  situation  is  alarming  indeed. 
To  recapitulate :  I  derive  the  power  to  create 
a  Nationu  Bank,  when  this  oonstitntion  came 
into  eiistenoe,  fi^^m  the  situation  of  society,  and 
onr  legal  institutions  at  that  time,  and  the  diffi- 
culty, aa  things  existed,  that  the  revenue  conld 
he  collected  with  advantage  in  any  other  way 
than  by  the  agency  of  a  bank.  If  this  reason- 
ing be  deemed  erroneous,  I  insist  that  the  con- 
etitntional  power  of  Congresa  to  create  a  bank 
was  in  the  first  instance  doubtful,  and  the  pria- 
dple  having  been  recognized,  and  having  re- 
ceived every  sanction  the  Government  could 
give,  and  practised  on  for  mora  than  twenU 
yeaii,  is  not  now  to  be  called  in  qnestion.  Aa- 
mitting  that  on  both  these  points  my  views  are 
erroneous ;  say  that  the  establishment  of  the 
bank,  at  its  commencement,  was  improper,  still, 
if  it  be  demonstrated  that  the  existence  or  re- 
chartering  of  the  bank  is  indiq>enBable,  or  high- 
ly expedient  at  present,  to  the  due  exercise  of 
enumerated  rights  of  Oongreee,  that  which  was 
improper  or  even  perhaps  nnconstitutional  at 
first,  beoauae  it  was  not  necessary,  becomes  con- 
stitutional and  proper,  because  now  expedient 
or  essential.  Congreea  ia  clothed  by  the  con- 
stitution with  a  variety  of  delegated  rights. 
Now,  admitting  that  the  establishment  ol'  a 
bank  in  the  first  instance  was  not  necessary  for 
the  due  exercise  of  the  legislative  rights  be- 
stowed in  any  one  of  these  enomerated  powers, 
if  our  predecessors  in  office,  by  tiie  creation  of 
a  bank,  which  at  beat  waa  an  improper  institu- 
tion, because  not  necessary,  have  placed  onr 
fiscal  oonoems  in  snch  a  situation  that  it  can- 
not be  put  down  without  great  ii^urv  to  the 
rerenne^  which  Congress  ia  bonnd  to  levy  and 
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ooUeot,  withoat  [^jiiring  oar  oommerM,  with- 
out impuring  oar  pablic  credit,  withoot  leMen- 
ing  the  pablio  welTara,  all  of  which  Gongreas  li 
bound  to  provide  for  Mad  protect ;  if  this  can  be 
demoiiBtrated  to  be  the  probable  remit  of  pnll- 


at  flnt,  because  not  neoeaiaiT,  do«e  not  become 
proper,  becanw  almost  IndupeoMble  at  prea- 

In  construing  the  0(»u^tatioa  of  the  Fnited 
Btat«8,  when  legislating  on  the  ennmerated  pow- 
ers of  Congress,  I  laj  &wn  this  nilo  of  o(Histrao- 
tion ;  that  the  only  limitation  to  the  power  of 
Oongrees  is  either  stnne  pcntive  or  implied  pro- 
hibioon  in  the  constitation  itseli^  or  the  exer- 
cise of  an  honest  and  sober  discretion.  If;  there- 
fore, there  is  aaj  reason  to  belicTe,  at  the  pres- 
ent period  and  existing  Btat«  of  things,  that  by 
patting  down  the  baiut  yonr  rerenoe  will  be 
greatly  impaired,  yoar  commerce  will  be  iqjor- 
ed,  tiie  public  credit  lessened,  all  of  which  Con- 
n^iBS  is  .to  prot«ct ;  does  not  snch  a  stat«  of 
&Lngg  make  it  proper  that  the  bank,  which  ought 
not  to  hare  been  created,  iMoaase  not  nacessary, 
now  ought  to  be  oontinned  beoanse  indiqwnso- 
blet  It  may  here  be  said,  that  I  am  varying 
the  conatitntion  if  I  say  that  a  thing  is  proper 
to-dsy  wliich  was  not  proper  five  and  twenty 
years  ago ;  that  this  Tifaration  will  always  keep 
the  coostitation  in  an  nncertain  state.  I  Bay, 
no.  My  doctrine  is  subject  to  no  such  aoonsa- 
tdon  \  tbe  prinoiplcB  of  Uie  conatitntion  are  nni- 
form  and  nnalterable.  It  is  an  uniform  and 
onaltATable  piindpl&  that  Oongrww  have  the 
power  to  lay  and  oolleet  taxes ;  they  have  tbe 
some  positiTe,  unchangeable  right  to  ezer' 
all  the  enmnerated  powers,  the  only  rule  of 
(tmction  relating  to  them  tieing  that  the  means 
you  use  have  a  naeeaaary  relation  "  " 
on  which  yon  legislate.  If  ttie 
enumerated,  you  exercise  discretiou  as  to  the 
means,  having  a  regard  to  the  existing  state  of 
things  when  yon  legislate  ooncemiug  them. 
The  same  means  may  be  neceesary  and  proper 
now,  which  wonld  not  have  been  twMity  years 
ago.  ToD  change  the  means'to  attain  the  end, 
bnt  the  end  itself  the  ennmerated  power  in  the 
oonstitntion,  remans  luchanged.  Aa  long  as 
the  oonstitation  exists,  yon  must  select  the  moans 
most  proper  for  eieontiug  the  entmierated  rights 
at  the  precise  moment  at  which  yon  legidate 
respecting  them.  If  this  be  the  tme  oonstruo- 
tion  of  the  constitntion  respecting  the  recharter 
of  the  bonk,  the  question  merely  resolvea  itself 
into  an  inqairy  how  &r  sacb  a  measure  is  at 
present  expedient  To  determine  at  this  mo- 
ment whelner  or  not  it  be  oonstitational,  or  in 
otlier  words  expedient,  to  incorporate  the  Bank 
of  the  United  State*,  I  am  to  say  whether,  nnder 
existing  circnmstances,  In  the  present  state  of 
society,  situation  of  trade  and  revenae,  the 
preservation  and  contlnnanoe  of  this  inscitntion 
la  esseotisUy  necessary.  If  it  be  eesentially  ne- 
oeasary,  we  have  b  ri^t  to  recharter  the  lunk. 
I  have  been  precise  in  stating  this  view  of  the 


Tum>AT,  FebroKy  19. 

Thecredentials  of  John  Cokdit,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  tbe  tiogislature  of  the  St^  of  New 
Jersey,  for  the  term  of  six  yean,  conunench^ 
on  the  fourth  day  of  Uarch  next ;  and  of  Wn- 
LUJi  B.  GiLia,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  L»- 
gislotare  of  [be  State  of  Virginia,  for  the  term 
of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fonrth  day  of 
March  next,  were  severally  read,  and  or^red 
to  lie  on  file. 

SanitiftJuUniUdStatm. 

The  8«ute  reemned,  as  ill  Committee  ot  ti« 
Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  continne  in  fores 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  ineorporate  th«aDb- 
Boriben  to  the  Bank  <rf  tbe  united  States* 
passed  on  the  aoth  day  of  Febraory,  1791. 

Hr.  TiTLOB.^Ur.  Fresideat:  AltboB|^  nmdi 
time  has  been  consumed  in  thedisonsrionof  tbe 
eattject  before  us,  and  the  ground  oom[^etely  oe- 
capied  by  those  who  have  gone  before  me,  yet 
the  importance  of  the  snlgect,  the  immense  m^ 
nitude  of  the  unhappy  couHquenees  likely  to 
reenlt  to  the  nation  from  the  rqeotion  of  tbs 
bill  on  your  table,  oompel  me  to  offer  to  it  bH 
the  support  in  my  power,  Indeed,  sir,  to  this 
sease  of  duty  to  the  natiim  is  snpendded  a  T«rj 
sacred,  and  to  me  in^spensable  duty— my  dn^ 
to  the  State  which  I  have  tbe  honor  in  part  to 
represent,  as  well  as  another  dnty,  which  fron 
the  oonrse  the  debate  has  taken,  ia  not  to  be 
disregarded ;  I  mean,  air,  the  dnty  which  I  owe 
tomyselC 

I  cannot,  as  other  gentlemen  have  boasted 
they  eon,  put  wj  hand  mto  my  drawer  and  pull 
out  the  instmctions  t^  which  I  am  to  be  Creel- 
ed on  thi»  Important  subject 

The  State  of  Eionth  Carolina  is  a  very  larg* 
stockholder  in  some  of  her  State  bonks,  and  if 
a  selfish  policy,  contracted  to  the  narrow  sphere 
of  the  imique  advantage  In  dollars  and  cents  of 
the  Qovemment  of  tliat  State — in  contndicyoa  - 
and  dior^ard  of  the  great  body  of  her  own  dti- 
leuB,  and  the  citizens  of  the  rest  of  the  Btates 
in  the  Union — oould  have  weighed  a  moment 
with  ber  Z-egialatore,  I  too  might  have  been  in- 
straoted.  Let  me  not  be  undwstood,  Hr.  Pres- 
ident, as  drawing  any  oomparison  between  the 
conduct  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  and  the 
conduct  of  the  great  and  leading  States  who 
have  acted  otherwise ;  bnt  I  mnst  and  will  tdl 
of  (he  things  that  I  do  know.  I  rejoice,  sir, 
that  the  State  wMob  I  come  frimi  tiaa,  in  ^is 
instance,  been  actuated  by  that  msgnanimity 
and  patriotism  which  on  all  former  oocanona 
has  dktingniahed  her  condnot ;  that  neiUier  set 
fishnees,  nor  party  rage,  nor  a  spirit  of  intoler- 
ance, has  induced  her  to  ooimteraot  or  embar- 
rass the  National  Legislature  in  its  ptmolt  of 
the  great  object  of  its  institutioa,  the  good  of 
the  whole. 

I  hope  it  will  not  be  oonndered  as  savoring 
of  Bgotiim  when  I  say  that  my  ^ipointmeot  to 
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ttie  rerj  hoDor&ble  station  I  now  hold  vu  an- 
soliriled  hj  me.  That  mj  eeatiments  on  the 
(abject  now  under  conaiaeTatioD  bad  been  bj 
me  imeqaiTOcall;  ezpresaed  «&  the  last  aeeeion 
of  Oongress,  and  were  well  known  to  those  who 
appointed  ma.  'Ssj,  Airther,  after  my  Tenera- 
ble  and  reapected  predecemor  bad  reagned  bia 
Mat  here,  and  had  deoliDed,  also,  his  appoint- 
ment for  the  enRoing  nz  jears,  pending  the 
election  of  a  eacoeeaor  to  him,  and  when  my 
name  was  held  in  nomination,  a  resolntion  was 
offered,  similar  to  those  which  we  have  heard 
BO  mnch  talk  aboat,  proposing  to  instmct  the 
Benstora  of  that  State  to  oppow  the  renewal  of 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes. 
This  resolotion,  as  I  am  informed,  lay  on  the 
Speaker'a  table  when  the  election  noa  gone 
into.  I  was  elected,  and  the  proposers  of  the 
resolution  had  not  power  nor  mflaence  enongh 
to  raise  it  from  the  table  on  which  it  laj,  and  it 
died  stillborn  at  the  end  of  the  ses^on  \  and  if  I 
were  to  make  an  inference  at  all  on  these  trans- 
actions, I  sbonld  sappoee  I  was  taciUj  iostracted 
U>  vote  for  the  renewal  of  the  bank  fiharter. 
But  I  seek  not  the  avoidance  of  responsibilitj. 
It  ia  here,  sir,  in  mj  own  boeoro,  I  have  inatmc- 
tions  paramonnt  to  all  others.  "Uj  beloved 
ooanti7  has  rested  the  matter  here,  and  my 
gratitnde  ia  superadded  to  all  other  moral  obli- 
gations operating  on  me  to  perform  this  tnut 
■nd  to  esecate  tbis  dotr  with  buthfolneei.  I 
find  the  authority  of  Cfongresa  to  grant  this 
charter  in  the  same  sections  of  the  coDstitation 
which  the  gentiemeu  who  have  gone  before  me 
have  pointed  ont  to  yon.  In  section  seven, 
dsDse  first,  power  is  given  to  Oongreas  "  to  lay 
and  collect  tazee,  dotiea,  imposts,  and  excises, 
to  p^  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  common 
defence  and  geoerfi]  wel&re  of  the  United 
States;  bnt  all  dnties  ehall  benuifbrmthrongli- 
eat  the  United  States," 

Olaose  aecondgives  power  "  to  borrow  money 
m  the  credit  of  the  United  States."  And,  in 
tiie  last  clanee  of  said  section,  power  is  also 
given  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  neceeeary 
and  proper  for  carrying  into  execation  the  fore- 
gtang  powers  vesloS  by  this  oonatitntion  in  the 
Oovenunent  of  the  United  States,  or  any  de- 
partment or  officer  thereof. 

Let  OS  understand  the  meaning  of  the  words 
MMuary  and  proper,  to  the  last^noted  danscs 
lor  npon  a  correct  knowledge  of  these  depends, 
in  mj  opinion,  the  oorreotneas  of  onr  condn- 
Hona  on  this  sutijeat.  The  word  utetttary.  in 
its  technical  and  I^al  sense,  in  the  meaning 
affixed  to  it  in  oommon  parlanoe,  eetablished  by 
tuoge,  custom,  reason,  and  the  oommon  law  of 
the  land,  is  different  and  dis^not  from  the  signi- 
fication of  the  same  a^eotive  derived  from  the 
nbataiitive  ntetttiU/,  as  naed  by  Hobbee,  Hntch- 
inson,  Hnme,  and  the  other  metaphysiciaDS 
of  the  last  century.  It  is  well  known  that  they 
used  the  sabetantive  ruettrity  as  anonymous 
with  the  word  /aU,  and  which  necessity,  ao- 
cotding  to  the  opinions  of  one  party,  controlled 
omnipotenoe  itsell   Tbia  neoesaity  wu  supposed 


by  them  co-existent  with  the  Belty  itself,  not 
prospective  nor  discretionary,  bending  in  one 
w^,  and  in  one  way  only,  all  sabataoce,  all 
matter,  and  all  spirit.  This  meamng  of  the 
word  is  only  to  be  fonnd  with  these  metaphy- 
Bicians  and  philosophers ;  bnt  in  onr  law  boo)^ 
in  the  daily  and  hourly  nse  of  the  word  in  com- 
mon conversation,  it  has  no  snob  meaning. 
When  the  old  Congress  passed  the  conditional 
charter — which  I  admit  ther  bad  not  a  delega- 
ted power  to  grant,  bnt  which  is  folly  in  point, 
bothaaa  to  the  sicnification  of  the  word,  and, 
also,  of  their  opinion  of  the  necessity,  and  even 
indispensablenesa  of  a  bank  for  the  administer- 
ing the  fiscal  ooncems  of  the  nation — in  the  oon- 
dnsion  of  the  preamble  they  say  that  the  exi- 
gendea  of  the  United  States  render  it  indispen- 
sably necessary  to  pass  the  act,  &c. ;  and  in  the 
lawa  passed  daring  that  period,  when  this  Qov- 
ernment  was  in  the  habit  of  following  the  Eng- 
lish cnstom  of  beginning  the  laws  by  apreamble, 
yoa  find  the  word  neceuary  osed  as  synonymons 
to  expeditney — practical  eipedienoy,  (see  Latet 
qf  thf  United  StaUt,  vol.  1,  page  247;  idttn, 
page  3T6,)  in  fitct,  among  frail  mortals  with  fal- 
lible judgments  like  oura.  With  any  beinge  en- 
dued with  lees  than  omoiscience,  the  word  »««*- 
Mfymnst  be  only  applicable  to  the  honest  Judg- 
ment we  can  mate  up  concerning  the  subject  to 
which  we  apply  it ;  m  other  words,  it  is  resolv- 
able into  that  sound  diso^tion  with  which,  as 
moral  agents,  we  are  in  the  first  instance  intrnst- 
ed  byonr  Maker,  and  in  the  instance  now  before 
ns,we  are  intmeted  with  by  the  constitution  and 
by  the  dtizena  who  have  sent  us  here  to  transact 
their bosineas.  ButtheripdnMMnfy whichour 
<n>pouents  wish  to  enforce  on  as,  this  metaphy- 
n<»l  necessity,  must,  from  its  very  natnre,  be 
immntable;  it  most  be  oniqae,  and  could  not 
exist  in  a  greater  or  lees  degree;  and,  therefore, 
the  word  Joioed  to  it  in  the  oonstitntion  (jproptry 
oovid  have  no  meaning  at  alL  The  laws,  to  be 
passed,  most  be  neoeesory,  is  the  only  one  way 
given  under  heaven  by  which  you  are  to  effect 
the  end  deeiredj  in  other  words,  the  law  mnst 
be  imposed  by  Fate.  It  is  perfect  nonsense  to 
■av  that  there  Is  a  latitude  left  with  as  to  judge 
whether  snch  a  law  is  proper  or  improper.  I 
have,  I  thin^  brought  tne  meaning  of  the  word 
iMctnary  to  the  level  and  within  the  comprehen- 
uon  of  u^  hnman  intellect.  The  signification 
of  the  word  vtop«f  I  take  to  contain  the  de- 
scription of  vaa  measure  or  law  to  which  it  is 
applied,  in  the  following  respects :  whether  the 
law  ia  in  conformity  to  the  letter,  the  aptrit, 
and  the  meaning  of  the  constitution;  whether 
it  will  prodnce  the  good  end  desired  in  the 
most  ready,  easy,  and  convenient  mode,  that 
we  are  aoqnainted  with. 

Great  streea  is  Md  on  that  amendment  of  the 
oonstitntion  whidi  says,  that  all  power  not  ex- 
pressly granted  shall  be  retaineo,  &o.  Either 
the  genwal  clause  I  have  rdied  on  gives  power  or 
it  does  not;  if  it  did  not  give  power,  why  was 
this  amendment  made  \  And  if  it  did.  and  this 
power  was  offensive,  why  was  it  not  stricken 
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DQt  wheD  tbe  amendmeDt  was  made)  Bnt  if 
it  «ipr«esl7  gave  power,  which  I  oonteDd,  its 
being  uiSered  to  remain  is  proof  that  it  was 
not  UiQ  dedgD  of  the  amendment  to  take  away 
iiia  power  given.  Could  not  the  Territory  of 
Colambia  have  been  governed  without  erecting 
a  eingie  corporation  in  it  t  I  don^t  mean  well 
governed.  Bnt  was  there  that  fatal  necessity ; 
that  oammand  from  Jove, 

"Ye  fttM  Tolfil  It,  and  je  power*  apprave,' 
to  erect  oorporations  t  This  legislation  tc^erect 
corporationa  being,  according  to  onr  opponents, 
•ui  generU,  not  of  the  ordinary  kind,  and  only 
to  be  eieroiaed  where  the  express  anthorlty  is 
gfven  by  the  constitation,  I  ask  gentlemen  to 
show  the  clause  in  the  constjtntion  which  ei- 

Csaly  gives  ns  the  power  Ii)  perform  this  snb- 
at«d  net  of  legidation  in  this  Territory  any 
more  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  United 
States;  and  yet  at  this  very  aesdon  we  have 
sent  an  armful  of  these  high  sols.  The  shelves 
of  the  offioe  of  the  Secretory  groan  under  the 
pile  of  charters  we  h»ve  granted. 

I  s^d  it  was  easy  to  prove  that  the  broad 
grant  given  to  Oongreaa  to  legislate  for  thia  Ter- 
ritory m  all  cases  whatsoever,  was  restricted 
and  paled  in  by  the  constitntion.  Oongress 
cannot  make  the  datjee  here  on  imports  less  or 
greater  than  elsewhere  in  the  United  States — 
imports  and  taxes  must  be  eqnsl,  &o. — nor  de- 

Jirive  the  citizens  thereof  of  tbe  right  to  a  trial  by 
ary,  nor  grant  them  titles  of  nobility ;  sod  yet 
tbe  incidents  here  Blinded  to  woold  come  under 
the  description  in  the  olanse  "  of  sll  caeee  what^ 
Boever."  In  tmth,  sir,  thera  is  not  a  scintilla 
of  the  spirit,  nor  a  single  word  or  letter  of  the 
oonatitQtion,  that  loses  its  power  and  sanction 
upon  onr  oondnct  in  legislating  in  this  partdon- 
lar.  There  is  no  more  a  power  given  ns  to 
legislate  ad  lihititm  on  this  Territory,  nor  to 
derive  therefor  powers  by  implication,  than  is 
given  OS  in  the  laws  we  pass  for  the  whole  na- 
tion; and  if  this  power,  •uiffe'i^ri*,  of  creating 


yesterday,  as  well  as  to  those  of  twenty  years' 
standing,  in  order  to  introdace  their  new  order 
of  things.  I  might  here  draw  a  comparison  of 
the  tried  acheme  of  nang  tbe  United  States* 
Bank,  and  the  untried  scheme  of  u«ng  State 
hanka  in  aid  of  the  operations  of  the  National 
Treasory ;  but  I  shonM  only  be  saying  with  le« 
fbrce  what  has  been  so  ftilly  and  so  ooncluuvely 
B^d  by  the  gentlemen  who  hare  preceded  me. 
SnfSce  it  to  say,  that  for  safe-keeping,  for  trans- 
miasion  and  payment  of  the  fimds  to  any  part 
of  the  nation,  and  for  enforcing  the  punctual 
payment  hy  the  debtors  to  the  cnstomn,  by  ad- 
dreedog  to  those  debtors  the  srgnmenta  to  the 
sense  of  honor  and  ebsme,  and  ^so  to  their  in- 
terest, to  wit:  by  denying  them  credit  in  the 
bank  on  failnre  in  pnnctnality — all  these  have 
been  afforded  to  the  Qovernment  without  its 
fnoorring  therefor  one  oent's  en>enB&  Are  we 
sore  the  State  banks  can  or  will  do  thiat  Ibeg 


pardon  of  the  Senate  for  detuning  them  <ni 
topics  not  new.  As  this  is  made  a  case  of  con- 
acieno&  I  deemed  it  neceasary  to  be  thos  p«tio- 
nlar.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  aaying,  we  have 
the  right  to  act  on  this  sutject,  inasmuch  as  t 
think  the  bank  is  both  neceeaary  and  proper  far 
the  pnrposu  above  referred  to< 

To  me  it  appeara  that  this  power  is  expready 
granted ;  we  derive  it  not  by  imnlication ;  hi^ 
OUT  opponents,  in  (act,  are  pressea  to  the  neces- 
aity  of  nsing  implication  to  coma  at  the  deidal 
they  set  up  against  the  exercise  by  Congren  ct 
this  power. 

I  say,  farther,  that  this  iustitntion  is  iieo»- 
soiy  and  proper  for  carrying  into  «ffe^  anothar 
general  power,  viz:  llie  power  to  bccrow 
money  on  the  credit  of  tlie  United  Staiea. 

It  ts  acknowledged  on  all  hands  that  there  is 
not  specie  enough  m  the  nation,  if  applied  solely 
to  that  purpose,  to  pay  onr  annual  impost.  The 
operations  of  the  Bank  of  Colnmbia  in  tracrfer- 
ring  the  revenue  derived  from  a  part  of  Yir^nls 
(and  of  tbe  land  funds  from  the  westward,)  and 
of  the  Uanhattan  Bank  in  performing  the  aabe 
offioe  in  reapect  to  the  coDeetions  in  Gonneo- 
ticat,  have  Wen  dwelt  upon  by  tbe  honorable 
'Senator  from  Usryland,  (Hi.  SiorH.)  His 
aifuments  drawn  from  tbe  facts  wonld  have 
been  more  conclusive  if  he  ooold  have  instanced 
the  aame  facilities  afforded  to  the  Grovemment 
between  hanka  disconnected  by  the  effect  of 
that  neighborhood  circolstion  and  of  that 
course  of  trade  very  apparent  in  the  iDstsnnea 
he  has  produced.  But  it  is  not  conolumre  st 
any  rat«.  There  la  a  neighborhood  medinm  of 
circulation,  (tbe  State  hank  paper.)  and  there  ia 
a  national  medinm,  (the  United  Stales  pi^r.) 
The  latter,  under  the  present  state  of  tbing^ 
corrects  the  operations  of  distant  hanks  and 
renders  their  transfers  easy ;  bnt,  deprived  of 
this,  wonld  any  of  them,  situated  at  fi^nr  and 
five  hundred  miles,  or  at  one  thousand  miles' 
distance,  agree  to  make  these  transfers  for  the 
Government  tree  of  eipenset  Could  they,  for 
instance,  transfer  the  aplid  bullion  belonging  to 
the  United  States  from  Orleans  to  Boston  or 
Philadelphia,  without  onr  affording  oonipeasa- 
tion  for  freight,  insurance,  &e.  t  I  hare  witneas- 
ed  the  advantages  of  this  national  medinm  in 
the  State  I  live  in;  and  in  the  months  of 
autumn,  when  strangers  ore  fearfnl  of  venturing 

Oharleston,  our  western  friends,  rather  than 

77  the  hard  dollars,  are  in  tbe  habit  of  giving 
...o  or  three  per  cent,  for  hills  of  the  Bank  <h 
the  United  States.  Destroy  this  national 
medinm,  yon  insulate  the  State  bonks,  which 
are  so  far  asunder  as  not  to  be'  within  the  in- 
fluence of  the  neighborhood  medinm  of  circnla- 
tioa  The  stroke  of  onr  dreadful  wand  disccm- 
necta  the  ligament  by  which  they  are  bound 
together  in  their  distant  operations. 

Mr.  PioKBBisn,— I  vrill  now,  Mr.  Present, 
make  some  observaticma  on  the  nain  queetim 
under  oonaideration.  Whether  Congrwa  have 
the  power  by  the  constitution  to  renew  tbe 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea  t 
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It  bu-been  said  that  tiie  power  to  inoorpo- 
rate  a  bao^  for  the  TToitod  States  is  a  mibBtaiitive 
and  (Migioal,  and  not  a  derivative  or  implied 
power.  This  haa  been  repeated,  but  I  have 
lieard  no  arpnnents  in  support  of  the  position ; 
it  ii  naked  assertion. 

Ithualao  t>een  colled  "an  act  of  soTereifnt- 
tj-"  aa  if  to  alarm  and  deter  na  by  ita  ai^tal 
luiipiitiide.  Bnt,  bit,  tbe  eovereign  power  of 
Otm^reae  ia  sonKtimee  exercised  on  Eobjects  of 
GomparsUvely  liUle  moment.  A  few  days  since 
we  passed  a  bill  to  antborize  the  erection  of  a 
bri^ ;  and  another,  to  clisnge  iha  name  of  an 
individual,  to  enable  him  to  inherit  on  wtate. 
The  power  of  CongreM  ia  sovereign  to  all  tjie 
parpoaea  of  the  constitntion.  They  out  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  dnties,  impoata,  and  ezdaw;  bor- 
row money,  regnlate  commerce,  and  ma«e  all 
needfol  rnles  and  regnlations  req>eoti^  the 
temCoTj  and  other  property  of  the  Unit«d 
States.  And  they  have  tbe  power  to  make  all 
laws  neoesaaiT  and  proper  to  carry  the  forego- 
ing and  all  other  oonstitational  powera  into  eze- 
eation.  Tfhen  proposing  to  exercise  this  gen- 
eral power,  in  any  case  not  ezpresaly  mentioned, 
we  have  to  conaider  wbether  it  be  "  Deoeasvy 
and  proper."  Ithasbeeniud  thafneceasary'' 
here  meana  indiq>eDSabte;  sometbli^  withont 
which  a  particular  power  expreaaly  granted 
cannot  be  carried  into  exeontion.  BnL  «r,  I 
tee  DO  groond  for  this  inteipretation.  In  the 
ifiain  of  a  nation,  or  other  oommnaity,  what- 
wr  the  pnblio  good  reqniree  to  be  donc^  la  ne- 
ceaeary  aiid  proper  to  be  done.  It  ia  a  moral, 
not  an  absolnte  neoessity.  It  ia  neoeaaoxy  for 
ma  to  be  here  in  my  place,  beoanse  it  ia  my 
daty  to  be  here.  Necessary  and  proper  are  op- 
posed to  mmeccesary  and  improper.  Congreas 
should  do  no  act  nnneoeaaary  and  improper ; 
but,  like  State  Legislatares,  do  whatever  is  ne- 
Mnsry  and  proper  to  attain  the  otHeots  for 
which  they  are  respectively  oonatltntea . 

Id  determining  whether  any  proposed  meas- 
ure be  neoeaaaiy  and  proper  to  carry  into  exe- 
CDCion  any  power  expresaly  given  to  Congress, 
we  have  to  consider  wbeuier  that  meaanre 
hae  a  Jnat  or  useful  relation  to  the  end.  For 
instance,  the  oonaUtDtion  baving  prescribed  no 
mode  of  oolleoting  tbe  revenuesj  it  reeted  in 
the  discretion  of  Congress  to  adopt  soch  a  mode 
or  snch  modes  as  should  appear  to  them  bert 
adapted  to  that  object  Instead  of  appdnttng 
cDstom-hoose  officers  in  the  largo  oonuuerdal 
oitiea  and  towns,  where  a  banking  establishment 
oonld  be  Kipported,  Congress  m^t  there  have 
erected  banks,  as  the  moat  oerUdn,  punctual,  and 
idieap  mode  of  oollection.  Suitable  ofBoers  of  a 
bank  migfat  have  performed  all  the  duties  of  en- 
tcoing  and  clearing  veesels,  and  sll  other  duties 
pfftoining  to  the  custom-house,  withont  any 


Ue  moneyi  so  collected  in  uioee  tumkt,  npon 
which  tbe  usnal  banking  operations  might  be 
carried  on,  yielding  an  adequate  compensation 
far  all  the  services  so  performed. 
The  pnblio  revenuta,  wheo  eoUected,  most 


also  be  safely  kept.  An  experience  has  demon- 
strated that, 'of  all  depositeries,  banks  are  the 
safest.  And  the  same  experience  has  ediowa 
that,  as  the  public  moneys  at«  required  to  be 
frequently  transferred,  for  the  publia  expendi- 
tures, firom  one  State  to  another,  the  Bank  of 
tbe  Uuited  States,  with  Its  brandieB,  has  fur- 
nished the  best  mode  of  transfer ;  itbeing  effect- 
ed with  despatch,  with  oertainty,  and  without 
any  risk  or  expense  to  the  United  States, 

The  gentleman  from  Kentnofcy  (Mr.  Ciai) 
asked,  if  iHinka  are  necessary  for  ooHectiug  the 
public  revenueB,  why  give  them  any  other 
power)  The  answer  is,  that  it  is  the  essential 
nature  of  banks,  which  renders  them  so  pecu- 
liarly fit  to  collect  the  revenues.  The  mer- 
chant^ whose  bonds  are  lodged  in  the  banks  for 
collection,  are  also  borrowera  of  money  from 
the  hanks;  and  If  they  fail  of  paylns  their 
bonds,  aa  they  become  dne,  their  credit  will 
fail ;  they  can  obtain  no  more  loans  until  their 
bonds  are  paid.  This  has  Just  been  presented 
to  our  view,  in  the  most  striking  manner,  by 
my  colleague. 

"To  borrow  money,"  is  another  of  the  great 
powers  expressly  vested  in  Concress.  And  in 
this,  aa  in  the  po^er  first  eonsidered,  no  mode 
of  borrowing  being  prescribed  in  the  oonstitn- 
tion,  Congreas  are  to  devise  and  provide  the 
means  in  their  judgment  moat  sure,  expeditions, 
and  ample,  to  obtain  loans.  And  this  was  one 
of  the  great  objects  for  which  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  originally  locorporated.  The 
geutieman  from  Virginia,  near  me,  (Ur.  Bbknt,) 
and  the  geutieman  iiom  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
T^TLOB,)  have,  tu  very  forcible  language,  dis- 
played the  impolicy  of  depending  on  State 
banks  or  individuals  for  loans,  in  public  emer- 
gencies. At  auch  times,  these  bai^  and  indi- 
viduals may  be  most  hardly  pressed  by  their 
usnal  cnstomers.  To  suffer  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  dissolve,  and  to  have  reconrse 
to  State  banks,  will  be  so  far  going  bat^  to  the 
condition  of  the  United  Stat^  under  the  arU 
dea  of  Confederation,  when  odr  Union  was  but 
a  rope  of  sand.  When  the  presnre  of  the  Bev> 
olnliouary  war  was  over,  indeed,  while  that 
preiisDre  remaned,  Congreas  in  vain  made  re- 
quisitions on  the  iudividuol  Stales ;  no  money, 
or  none  in  any  measure  adequate  to  the  pnblio 
exigencies,  could  be  obtained.  Ailer  the  war, 
when  the  public  treasuiy  was  empty,  Oongreea 
importuned— implored  the  States,  individually, 
to  grant  the  power  to  raise  a  revenue  from 
eommwoe,  to  defray  the  current  expenses  of 
the  Qeneral  Government,  and  to  fblfil  the  pnb- 
hc  obligatioui^  but  the  power  could  not  be  oh- 
t^ed,  Stat^fl,  deriving  large  revenues  from 
oommero«^  chose  to  retain  them  lor  their  own 
treasuries. 

It  was  this  helpleae.  forlorn  condition  of  our 
oonntry,  which  fordhly  convinced  the  nation  of 
the  neces^y  of  forming  a  new  system  of  Gov- 
emment ;  and  our  present  Government  was  the 
frnit  of  that  neoessity. 

"To  regulate  commerce"  is  a  third  great 
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power  vested  in  Oongress.  And  it  ib  ooncMved 
that  the  exercise  of  any  power  well  adapted  to 
^ve  Hsfetj,  feciliCj,  and  prosperity  to  com- 
merce, mast  be  aomprieed  lu  the  Twwer  to  reg- 
nlat«  it.  Hence  the  ereotdng  oi  Ught-booaee 
has  been  mentioQed  aa  an  iostaiioe  in  which  an 
implied  power,  inddental  to  the  re^olating  of 
commerce,  hat  been  exercised.  Bnt  it  baa  been 
add  that  this  power  is  eipreeely  giren  in  an- 
other part  of  the  oonatitation  i  that  by  whkh 
Congrees  is  Teat«d  with  ezclnBire  leglaUtion 
over  the  diatrict  which  is  the  seat  of  Oovem- 
ment,  and  over  places  ceded  to  the  TTi^ted 
States  "for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines, 
arsenals,  docfc-jards,  and  other  needfm  boild- 
inga."    Bat  if  we  had  no  oommeroe,  no  nsvl- 

Ktion,  light-hoosee  wonM  not  be  "needful 
ildings,"  thej  would  be  of  no  nse  whatever. 
Hence  it  is  dear  that  they  hare  a  direct  relation 
to  commerce  and  to  nothing  else ;  and,  there- 
fore, the  erecting  of  them  is  properly  adduced 
OS  an  instance  or  the  eiercise  of  a  power  im- 
plied in  the  general  eipreea  power  to  r^olate 


The  safety  and  bcility  of  commeroial  cpet»- 
tiuns  was  also  greatly  to  be  promoted  by  meana 
of  a  general  cnrrency  which  shoald  have  eqaal 
credit  throoghont  the  Union.  Iliia  has  b«en 
acoomplisbed  by  the  notes  issued  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  utder  the  authority  of 
Congress,  eiercising  the  power  incidental  to 
that  of  regnlallng  commeroo. 

A  fourth  great  power,  which  I  mentioned 
to  have  been  vested  In  ConRreae,  is  that  of 
"making  all  needfiil  mlea  and  regulations  re- 
specting the  territory  and  other  property  of  the 
Uuited  States."  This  "other  property"  oon- 
aiata  partly  of  nioney.  And,  as  Oongrem  have 
power  to  make  any  regnlationa  conoeming  it 
which  are  needAil,  that  la,  which  may,  in  thetr 
opinion,  best  promote  the  general  weUhre,  this 
money  may  be  (as  aome  of  it  has  been)  verted 
In  bank  stock ;  and  with  the  tmeet  regard  to 
its  safety  and  good  management,  in  the  stock 
of  a  bank  erected  by  Coogrees,  of  which  they 
may  have  a  suitable  inspection ;  and  where  it 
may  safely  deposit  the  public  revennea, ,  there 
to  await  Uie  public  demand ;  and,  ia  the  mean 
time,  nsefiilly  ud  those  banking  operationa 
which  give  fadlity  to  commerce  and  to  public 

Bnt  as  an  evidence  that  the  oonatitationaht; 
of  the  act  to  inoorporate  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  was  at  least  doubtftd,  we  have  been 
told  by  the  genUeman  Iwta  Maryland,  (Mr. 
Bwrn,)  that  Prendent  ITashington  doubted ; 
that  his  mind  was  In  suspenae  to  the  lost  mo- 
ment, when  the  act  was  to  be  approved  or  dis- 
approred.  That  while  the  then  Secretary  of 
Via  Treasury,  (Mr.  Hamilton,)  a  very  great 
man,  m^t^ea  the  constitntional  power  of 
Oongreas  tc  erect  that  bank,  another  mao,  (Mr. 
Jefferson,)  equally  great,  then  Secretary  of  State, 
and  the  Attorney-General,  (Mr.  Randtdpli,)  a 
distinguished  lawyer,  maint^ed  the  contrary 
doctrine — that  Congreas  had  not  that  power. 


It  ia  true,  air,  that  Washington,  cantioiis  aid 
drcnniapect  beyond  any  man  I  ever  knew,  did 
suspend  his  de<naion  to  the  tost  day  allowed  bim 
by  the  ctHistitntioo.  The  confidence  with  whid 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Attorney-Got- 
eral  aapport^  their  opinions  on  this  oQeBti<»i, 
was  Biiffident  to  ^cite  in  the  Predoent  tbe 
greatest  oaotion.  Both  were  lawyers,  and  tb^sy 
raised  many  legal  olijectioDS.  The  written  c^tn- 
iona  (rf  these  gentlemen  were  (as  I  have  been 
wen  informed)  put  ipto  the  hands  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasnry  two  days  before  it  waa 
oeceesary  for  the  President  to  decide.  And  the 
reasoning  of  Hr.  BamiltoiL  in  bis  written  aq^ 
ment,  oiabled  the  PreoideDt  to  decnde  intb 
aatJafactioD ;  with  a  fiill  oonviction  of  the  otnt- 
stitDtionality  of  the  act 

The  following  are  some  of  the  otgeetions  of- 
fered by  the  Secretary  of  State :  He  aud — 
"  that  uie  proposed  inoorporatiDn  (of  the  bank) 
undertakea  to  create  certain  capacitiee,  prt^wr- 
tiea,  or  atbribntee,  which  are  agunsC  the  law* 
of  alienage^  daeoenfa,  eecbeat,  and  Ibrfeitnrt^ 
distribution,  sud  monoooly.  And  tiiat  nothing 
but  a  iiiiiiniiUj,  invindUe  by  other  meana,  can 
jnatify  am;h  a  prostration  of  laws  which  oon- 
etitate  the  pillua  of  our  whole  system  of  jnria- 
pmdenoe,  and  are  the  foundation  laws  of  the 
State  governments."  Washington,  sir,  was  not 
a  lawyer,  end  who  can  wonder  that  his  Edr 
mind  waa  alanned  by  such  a  aolemn  declara- 
tion f  That  it  was  kept  in  sospensa  by  the 
assertion,  that  the  act  for  establishing  the  bank 
would  overturn  the  pilars  of  our  whole  system 
of  Juriqundence,  and  the  foundation  laws  of 
the  State  governments?  Bnt,  sir,  it  required 
only  the  knowledge  of  a  lawyer  at  once  to  ora>. 
turn  these  otjedjons.  The  following  are  some 
of  the  remarlu  of  the  Secretary  of  the  TreasurT : 
"■  If  these  are  truly  the  foundation  laws  ot  tu 
eereral  State^  then  have  most  of  them  sabrert- 
ed  their  own  foundations.  For  there  iaacareel; 
one  of  them  which  has  not,  since  the  eetaUiah- 
ment  of  its  particular  oonstitnticMi,  made  mate- 
rial alterations  in  some  of  those  branohea  of  its 
inrisprndenoe^  eq>ecia]ly  the  law  d  deaoeUsL 
Bat  it  is  not  conodved  how  any  thing  can  ha 
called  tbe  fundamental  law  of  a  State  gevem- 
ment  which  is  not  eatshlisbed  in  ita  ocHistita- 
tion,  onaltwable  by  ita  ordinary  legislature." 

"  To  erect  a  oontoratdon,  is  to  eabetitnte  a 
legal  or  artificial  for  a  natural  person ;  and, 
where  a  number  ere  conoemed,  to  give  Oiem 
individnaB^.  To  that  legal  or  artiflad  penoo, 
once  created,  the  eommon  law  of  every  6tat^ 
of  ]tsel£  annexea  all  those  inddenta  and  attri- 
botes  whicli  are  represented  as  a  {nustnlion  at 
the  main  pillafa  <^  thdr  Jurin)rndeDo&  It  is 
certainly  not  accurate  to  say,  taat  the  vnetiaa 
of  a  ccniioraticm  ia  agunst  tdiose  different  heaJa 
of  the  State  laws ;  because  it  is  rather  to  areata 
a  kind  of  person,  or  entity,  to  which  they  era 
InappUcable,  and  to  which  the  general  rule  of 
those  laws  assigns  a  different  regimen.  Hm 
taws  of  alienage  cannot  apply  to  an  artificial 
person,  becaose  it  can  have  no  country.    Those 
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of  deaoent  cannot  ajipljr  to  tt,  beonBe  it  oftu 
Ikftve  no  htin.  Those  of  «echeat  tre  foreign 
from  it,  for  the  ume  reawm.  Those  of  forfeit- 
nre,  because  it  cannot  commit  a  crime.  Those 
of  distribation,  becanae,  thoDgb  it  mBj  be  dia- 
Mdved,  it  caonot  die."  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  add 
a  hw  explanatioiu.  By  the  laws  of  most,  per- 
hue  of  idl  the  States,  aHens  are  not  permitted 
to  bold  real  estate;  but  in  all  tbev  are  free  to 
hold  persona]  property  of  every  kmd,  and  par- 
tienlarly  bank  stock.  The  law  of  escheat  re- 
lates to  the  propertf  of  a  citizen  who  diee  irith- 
ont  heira,  near  or  remote,  and  withont  a  will. 
In  SQch  case  his  property  falls  to  the  State.  Bat 
insUBoes  of  escheat  do  not  oocnr  perhaps  twice 
in  a  oentuT  in  anj  State,  and,  conseqnently,  is 
Vt  trifiiag  moment.  Altbooga  a  corporation 
euiDot  commit  a  crime,  it  may  violate  the  mlee 
fvescribed  in  the  law  for  its  establishment,  and 
dmsincnran  immediate  forfeitoreof  its  charter. 
Or,  if  fbr  tnoh  a  yiolation  of  its  Amdamentol 
law,  or  any  mismanagement  of  the  institution 
to  the  pnUio  injo^,  ita  charter  be  not  forthwith 
taken  sway,  the  State  may  reftise  to  renew  it. 
As  to  the  law  of  distribntioa,  that  operates 
when  «  person  dies  intestate.  But  thoneh  a 
oorporation  cannot  die,  yet  the  indiTidntus  to 
wbcMn  its  property  belongs  will  die;  and  their 
bank  prc^jerty,  eqnally  with  their  other  prop- 
',  becomes  liable  to  the  law  of  dietribntion. 
One  of  the  iiyurions  eonuqnences  of  destroy- 
ing the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  been 
rtited  to  be,  the  withdrawing  of  seven  millions 
(tf  dollarB  from  the  active  capital  of  the  United 
Statea,  and  transmitting  it  to  Em'ope,  where 
that  portion  of  the  bank  stock  is  owned.  To 
tUa  It  haa  been  answered,  by  the  oppoeers  of 
the  bank,  that  theee  nuUSons  will  not  be  with- 
drawn, bat  tnutaferred  firom  the  United  States' 
Bank  to  banks  of  the  several  States.  How 
then,  air,  diall  we  get  rid  of  that  dangerons  in- 
flneiioe  of  foreign  stoekltolders  which  the  same 

Ctlemen  nrge  as  a  reason  for  not  renewing 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Btat«e  t 
Kr,  it  is  well  known  that  money  in  Earope  is 
Its  valuable  than  in  the  United  States.  That 
moneyed  men  there  are  glad  to  loan  their  mo- 
ney at  an  intereet  of  nve  per  cent,  or  less, 
whUe  In  theee  States  the  legal  interest  is  six  per 
ceoL  And  a  moltitnde  of  onr  dtiiens  nod 
their  acoonnt  in  employing  that  foreign  capital, 
paying  an  interest  of  sir  per  cent.,  by  wbion,  in 
the  course  of  trade,  they  gain  ten,  fifteen,  or 
twenty  per  cent. ;  that  foreign  capital,  in  the 
hands  of  onr  merchants,  has  resemUed  the  five 
and  the  ten  talentt,  wherewith  they  have  gain- 
ed other  five  and  other  ten  talents. 

The  dietreaees  which  wiU  follow  the  disaola- 
tion  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  eepeoially 
in  the  great  commereial  oitiea,  have  been  forci- 
bly described  in  the  plain  testimonies  of  the 
eommittee  of  meobanica  and  mannlaotnrersi^om 
niladelphia — a  committee  selected  wholly  from 
the  democratio  party ;  distresses  which  were 
snffident  to  move  a  heart  of  stone.  And  why 
riiottld  this  bank  be  dissolved  I  It  has  been 
V«.  IT.— » 


said  that  the  State  banks  are  competent  to  all 
the  necessary  operations  of  the  general  bsnk. 
If  the  contra^  bad  not  been  shown,  it  mi^t 
be  answered,  uiat  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  incorporated  when  there  were  only  three 
banks  in  the  United  States ;  one  in  Philadelphia, 
one  in  New  Tork,  and  one  in  Boston.  These 
were  inadeqoate  to  the  neceasitiea  and  accom- 
modation of  the  General  Oovemment  and  of 
the  citiiens.  To  supply  this  defidency,  it  was 
neceasaiy  to  erect  the  Kationsl  Bank ;  and  the 
dignity,  honor,  good  faith,  and  credit  of  the 
United  Statea  stand  pledsed  for  the  renewal  ot 
its  charter.  The  inatitntloa  having  beiui  weil- 
conducted,  and  fonnd  in  the  bigheat  degree  nse- 
fa\  end  beneficial  to  Government,  and  to  the 
dtizena  at  large,  it  onght  to  be  oontinnedL  In* 
dividnal  dtizens  and  foreigners  became  stook- 
holdera  on  a  well-gronndea  expectation  of  the 
atability  of  the  Government.  It  was  in  this 
Just  eipeot&tion  that  foreigners,  Englishmen, 
pnrchased  of  onr  Giovernment,  itself,  ita  remain- 
mg  ahares  of  the  public  atock  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  at  an  advance  of  fbrty- 
five  per  cent ;  so  that,  for  every  hundred  dol- 
lars laid  out  by  the  Government  in  the  porchasa 
of  bank  ahar^  the  United  States  received  of 
these  foreigners  one  hundred  and  forty-five 
dollars,  Ajid  how  was  it  possible  for  these 
foreigners  to  conceive  tJie  Government  capable 
of  destroying  the  work  of  its  own  hand^  and 
of  reducing  Uieir  proper^  to  one  hundred  dol- 
lars a  share,  for  which,  but  eight  years  before, 
they  had  paid  the  same  Government  one  hon- 
dred  and  forty-flve  dollars  I 

Wedbisdat,  Febraary  SO. 
Bariko/tht  Unitad  State: 

The  Senate  resnmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  oontinne  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  "  An  aottoinoorporate  the  sob- 
acribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutea," 
passed  on  the  StSth  day  of  Febmary,  1791. 

Mr.  CsAWFonn  said  be  r^rettcd  extremely, 
tiiat  at  BO  late  an  hour,  be  was  constrained  to 
throw  himself  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  Sen- 
ate, eepeeiiLlly  as  the  subject  was  so  mnoh  ez- 
h&DBted  by  the  able  and  animated  disonsdone 
which  had  for  bo  many  days  attracted  their  at- 
tention. Before  I  enter  upon  the  few  remarks 
which  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  make  in  reply  to  the 
numerons  comments  which  have  been  made 
npon  the  observationB  which  I  hod  the  honor  to 
BQbmit  to  the  connderation  of  the  Senate,  at 
the  commenoement  of  this  discnsaon,  pennit 
me,  sir,  to  acknowledge  the  liberality  and  indol- 
genoe  with  which  tboee  observations  have  been 
generally  treated.  In  the  course  of  the  few  ob- 
servations to  which  I  intend  to  confine  myself  it 
shall  be  my  endeavOT  to  exercise  that  indnlgenoe 
towuds  others  which  has  been  extended  to  me. 
The  gentleman  from  Kentuoky  (Mr.  Ciat)  00m- 

[ilains  of  the  committee,  because  they  have 
istened  to  the  representatlona  of  two  delegft- 
tions  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia  who  pre- 
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•ent«d  memorimlB  to  tbe  8«n»te,  who  referred 
tbem  to  tbe  oommittfie:  aod  beoaoM  &e  com- 
mittMe  hnve,  in  bis  opioioo,  giTen  an  kdveati- 
tjoos  importance  to  their  represeDtatioiiA,  by  the 
mimiteness  Hid.  bj  the  pomp  wd  parade  with 
wliicb  tbej  have  b«en  detailed  to  the  Benate. 
It  will  be  reoolleoted  that  the  eommittee  did 
not  leek  the  poet  which  has  beea  assi^ed 
them  by  the  SenMe,  nor  did  they  desert  it  after 
it  was  aaeigoed  to  tbam.  The  object  of  refer- 
ring petitions  to  oommittees  is  to  collect  that 
ibformatioa  which  the  Senat«  ooaht  to  have 
before  it  acts,  and  which  in  its  ooUeotire  c^ia- 
dij  it  cannot  obtaio.  It  has  always  been  the 
praoUoe  of  eommitteas  to  permit  the  petiti<»ur« 
to  be  present  at  their  meeting^-to  make  aoch 
explanatioos,  and  to  ay^  anoh  iubtmalioii  touch- 
ing the  sntgeot  of  ueir  petition,  as  they  think 
oonneoted  with  it.  It  is  the  duty  of  oommittece 
to  detail  to  the  Senate  the  iafonnaUoo  which 
-  they  collect,  to  enable  the  members  to  tal 
full  Tiaw  of  the  ralyeot  npon  which  they 
called  upon  to  act.  The  oommittee  in 
present  ease  has  done  all  this,  and  it  has  done 
nothing  mora  Had  it  pniBned  a  different  coarse 
it  wonld  hare  jnstly  snbjeoted  itself  to  tlie  ani- 
madTersions  t»  the  Senate.  To  the  infonii»- 
tioa  ooOeoted  by  theoommittee&omtheaedele- 
gattons)  and  laid  before  the  Senate^  my  friend 
iTom  Marjland  (Mi.  Skitb)  has  oppoaed  astate- 
m«nt  of  facta,  and  hia  opinion  founded  apon 
those  facts.  As  the  atnation  and  talenta  of  wat 
gentleman  entitle  his  atat^nenta  and  opinions 
to  great  weight;  as  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  the  Totea  of  several  members  will  olU- 
mately  rest  npon  the  weight  of  his  aathority, 
my  honorable  Mend  from  Maryland  (Ur.  Skitb) 
willpardun  me  if  I  shoold  examine  bis  observa- 
tions rather  according  to  the  mlea  of  evidenoe, 
than  those  of  logic  In  maJHng  this  declara- 
tion I  wish  to  be  explicitly  nnderstood,  aa  ex- 
cluding every  idea  of  obarging  that  gentleman 
with  having  made  statements  which  he  did  not 
believe,  or  with  having  given  (pinions  he  did 
not  entertain.  I  have  no  doubt  bat  that  he 
sinaerely  beUerea  in  the  oorrectnesB  of  his  state- 
ments, and  in  the  aoooracy  of  his  opinions ;  bat 
it,  in  the  conrse  c^  mj  observations,  I  shtJl 
prove  incontestaUjtbat  be  is  mistaken  in  some 
of  hia  statements  and  t^iidons,  it  will  teaoh  the 
Senate  the  neoeadty  of  weighing  the  remainder 
of  them  with  great  oircorospectdtm.  If  I  shall 
be  able  to  ahow  that  be  is  mistaken  in  a  case, 
the  evidenoe  of  which  is  matter  of  record,  that 
(nrcmnstance  alone  will  indnoe  the  Senate  to 
r^ect  all  idea  of  reoeiTing  his  stat^menta  and 
opinions  with  implicit  oonfldenoe. 

The  gentleman  irom  Maryland  has  ststad  sev- 
eral cades  in  which  the  StBt«  banks,  and  the 
bankaof  ttiis  Territory  have  accommodated  the 
Govemmeot  where  the  United  States  had  re- 
fused. The  cases  stated  prove  nothing,  and 
ought  to  have  no  inSaenoe  with  this  Govern- 
ment in  establidiing  a  permanent  n-gtem  of  rav- 
oane.  If  the  State  and  Territori^  banks  have 
vpoa  Mveral  ooeadona  reo^ved  the  bills  of 
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other  State  banks  to  acoommodate  the  Govant- 
ment,  it  was  because  it  eoited  their  oonvetuMMe 
at  the  time.  It  was  «  mere  tamponuT  trannar 
tJOD,  and  forms  an  exoeptioD  to  the  general 
role.  The  charts  cS  no  bank  in  the  United 
States  coiiq>elB  tbeot  to  take  the  pqier  oi  «ths 
baoka,  and  whether  thc^  do  receive  theon  or 
not  will  depend  npoa  ooDtingent  drcametaaMs, 
or  npon  whim  and  caprioe.  Norehance,  thera- 
fore,  ought  to  be  placed  upon  the  dnration  of 
any  regalation  which  is  not  enforced  by  their 
charters.  The  eentleman  from  ICarylaod  thinks 
that  the  United  SCatea  will  have  the  same  ia- 
fioence  over  the  State  banks  that  it  has  had, 
and  will  have  over  that  of  the  United  Statea. 
If  he  is  oorract  aa  to  the  extent  of  that  inflnano^ 
hia  conclDuoa  may  be  directly  drawn.     Bo^ 


depontat  If  it  is  so,  then  it  moat  be  m 
that  the  United  States  will  have  tbe  same  uk- 
floenoe  over  the  State  banks  that  they  wiU  hara 
over  one  of  their  own  creation,  becaoae  tbej 
can  aa  eaoly  withdraw  their  deposits  from  tha 
one  as  the  other.  Bat,  sir,  the  United  Statea 
have  an  infin^ice  over  tbe  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  which  is  wholly  independent  at,  and  nn- 
connecbed  with,  the  n^t  of  withdrawing  thw 
deposits  ftata  its  vaults.  Tbe  bank  ia  d^wnd- 
ent  on  them  for  its  exist«nee.  By  renewing 
the  charter  for  short  periods  of  time  you  create 
a  state  of  dependency  apon  the  Govemmw^ 
which  will  at  all  times  make  the  bank  oook- 
pletely  subservient  to  all  the  legitdmate  otgocta 
for  which  it  was  created.  How,  sir,  ia  it  with 
tbe  State  banks!  Upon  whom  are  thej  de- 
pendent for  legal  existence  and  for  length  at 
days  t  Upon  the  State  Oovemments.  finpposa 
the  anthotity  from  which  they  derive  their  ax- 
istence  sboiUd  place  itself  in  opposition  to  Uie 
Government  of  the  United  States  ;  and  sopposa 
that  this  state  of  hostility  idiaald  iiappen  a  yaar 
'  ro  before  the  time  at  which  their  diartNS 
>  to  expire,  and  the  State  Legisiatnre  shoold 
direct  them  to  hold  the  deposit  of  pnbhc  mo- 
neys against  tbe  demand  of  the  National  Gov- 
ment,  what  conrse  would  they  puisne  noder 
Loh  circumstanoee  f  Sir,  the  case  which  I 
have  stated  is  not  a  mere  postdble  case.  Tb« 
history  of  several  of  the  large  inflnentMl  Stat«a 
proves  that  this  state  of  bostili^,  which  I  ban 
ippoeed,  is  not  an  imaginary  one.  Hakejour- 
ilves  dependent  upon  the  Slate  banks  for  thft 
collection  and  trananiBsion  of  yonr  revenne,  and 
that  opposition,  which  has  bnt  seldom  happen- 
ed, will  become  more  fre^neot.  Their  ditpoo- 
tiou  to  control  the  operations  of  the  National 
Govermnent  will  increase  with  every  inrmean 
of  the  means  of  annoyance,  which  the  fully  and 
improvidenoe  of  Congreaa  mav  throw  into  their 
hands.  For  whose  benefit,  sir,  is  the  Govern- 
ment  to  Strip  itself  of  this  right,  so  easenlial  for 
the  doe  administration  of  its  finances  t  Is  it  tor 
the  benefit  of  the  great  mara  of  the  American 
'«  )    No ;  not  one  in  a  hundred  ot  llMBik 
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hare  any  mterest  in  the  State  btmks.  Thef  feel 
DO  interaet  in  the  qnettioD ;  thur  troe  ioteraK 
H  more  effictoallj  subserved  b;  the  apwaticms 
of  the  Buik  of  the  Uiut«d  Bt&tee  than  it  can 
pomibi;  be  b;  the  Btata  baolu.  This  bank 
affords  them  a  portable  onrreDOT  which  is  of 
eqoal  ralne  in  everr  part  of  the  United  StatM, 
while  the  credit  and  onrreDcj  of  the  State  banks 

It  is  impoadble  to  neist  the  conTiotion  that 
the  pnmipt  and  aectm  collection  of  onr  revenue 
is  prindpall;  owing  to  the  inflaenoe  of  the  bank. 
But,  sir,  the  bank  haa  another  direct  inflnence 
i^Kin  the  ooUection  of  yonr  revenue.  Bj  the 
rales  estabiiBbed  in  the  bank  at  Philadelphia, 
everj  person  whoee  bond  to  the  Oovenunent  is 
deposited  there,  haa  a  right,  open  getting  an 
adoitioDal  endorser,  to  daim  a  disoonnt  for  half 
of  the  aiDOont  of  hjs  bond,  and  the  part  so  dia- 
oonntad  is  immediatelj  carried  to  the  credit  of 
the  United  Stataa,  and  the  bank  takes  npon  itr 
self  the  risk  of  tiie  nl^mate  eoDection.  In  this 
wav,  air,  one-half  of  the  bond  is  collected  at 
the*  sole  risk  of  the  bank,  without  anj  poeslbil- 
it;  of  loM  on  the  part  of  Oovemment.  And 
f  et,  6x,  it  is  contended  that  the  bask  bss  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  oolleodon  of  the  pnblio  rev- 
enue. The  gentleman  from  Uarytand  sajs 
'that  the  scardtv  of  money,  and  the  alann  and 
diamaf  which  the  delegation  of  mechanics  had 
repremoted  as  existing  in  I^iladelphia,  oonM 
sot  be  the  effect  of  the  cootraction  of  dixmonts 
by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  because  that 
bank,  as  well  aa  the  State  banks,  are  going  on 
with  tbeir  ordinary  discounts.  This  is  una,  bnt 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  foi^tten 
that  this  delegation  stated  that  the  bank,  npon 
Uie  n;)eotion  of  their  metoorial  by  the  Honse  of 
Beprea«>tatiT«a,  had  contracted  their  disooonta, 
and  that  a  oorrwpondeut  ocotracUon  had  token 
^aoe  in  the  disooonts  of  the  State  banka  which 
had  prodoced  the  prceanre  ;  and  that  tiie  pres- 
sure had  q)resd  alann  and  dismay  throngfa  the 
dty.  That  bdbre  tiiey  left  the  dty,  the  direot- 
nn  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  oome 
to  an  anderstanding  with  the  directors  of  the 
Stale  bftnka,  all  of  whom  had  determined  to  re- 
Bme  and  oontjnne  thrir  ordinary  dboonnta  until 
the  last  boor.  Notwithstanding  the  bai^  had 
resomed  their  diaconnta,  the  panic  which  had 
been  prodoc^  did  not  cease,  and  the  scard^ 
at  money,  and  the  distrnst  whidi  had  taken 
plaea,  still  oontlDQe  to  exist  in  Philadelphia, 

The  gentleman  from  ICaryhmd  admila  ex- 
pressly that  the  transmlssioD  ot  yonr  poUlo 
money  for  the  payment  of  the  Army  and  Kavy 
mnst  be  ejected  Uirangh  the  agency  of  banks, 
but  contends  that  that  ol^ect  can  be  efibeted  as 
well  by  the  State  banka  aa  by  a  Bank  of  the 
Unit«d.  Stat«a.  My  Mend  ftam  Eentncky  (Mr. 
Fopk)  said,  that  the  great  charaoteristio  differ- 
ence between  the  preeent  Oovemment  and  that 
which  existed  onder  the  old  artiotee  of  confed- 
vation,  ia,  that  the  present  Government  haa 
within  itaelf  the  means  of  axecntlng  it«  own 
-  -  ^  wUhoat  relying  npon  the  State  gov- 


ernments; whereas  the  old  Congrem  had  to  rely 
npon  the  States  fbr  the  exeontion  of  the  meas- 
ntee  which  it  bad  previously  devised  and  adopted. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland,  in  speddog 
of  the  meani  which  had  been  resorted  to,  to 
procure  the  renewal  of  the  charter,  says  that 
we  have  cot  procured  memorials  to  be  present- 
ed to  Oongrees  praying  that  the  charter  might 
not  be  renewed — we  have  not  procured  pamph- 
lets to  be  written,  publiahed,  and  laid  npon  the 
tables  of  membetv,  proving  the  unoonst^tntional- 
ity  and  inntility  of  the  bulk — we  have  not  im- 
posed upon  the  credulity  of  h'oneat  raecbanios 
and  mann&cturera,  and  by  that  means  procur- 
ed delegations  to  be  sent  to  pray  for  the  rqjeo- 
tion  of  the  bank  memorial.  Surely,  tar,  the 
gentleman  did  not  by  these  declarations  mean 
to  iorinoate  that  any  one  of  those  gentlemen 
who  support  the  bill  npon  yonr  table,  have  had 
any  agency  in  procnriug  any  application  to  be 
made  in  favor  of  the  bank.  I  know  that  gen- 
tleman's respect  for  himself;  hie  reapect  for  the 
Senate  ;  his  respect  for  the  individual  members 
of  this  body,  aa  well  aa  his  reapect  for  the  gene- 
ral rales  of  propriety,  esolnde  the  possibility  of 
bis  making  such  an  insinnatjon.  .[Mr.  Smite 
explained,  by  saying,  I  exclude  every  idea  of 
soch  an  InsinDation.]  Sir,  I  will  tell  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Maryland,  what  haa  been 
done  by  those  who  are  oi^toaed  to  the  renewal 
of  the  ohuler.  I  do  not  mean  the  members  of 
the  Senate  who  are  mpoeed  to  it,  but  those  who 
have  att«mpted  to  inflame  public  opinion  upon 
this  qneelion.  Letters,  air,  have  been  written 
from  this  place  to  induce  the  8tat«  Legislatarea 
to  instruct  their  members  to  oppose  the-  re- 
newal of  the  charter  of  the  bank.  I  wiU  ask 
ihehonorablegentlemanfromMarylaDd  whether 
he  doee  not  know  that  letters  have  be«i  writtoi 
Av  that  purpose! 

The  gentleman  from  Ifaryload  haa  said,  and 
I  am  extremely  sorry  that  he  has,  that  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  had  their  agents  in  this 
ci^  for  two  teaslons,  intriguing  with  members 
of  Congress  to  obtain  a  renewal  of  their  char^ 
ter.  I  can  assure  that  fentlemon  that  I  have 
had  aa  little  to  do  with  the  agents  of  the  bank 
as  he  has  had.  If;  rir,  I  was  disposed  to  retort 
upon  those  who  ore  opposed  to  the  renewal  of 
the  charter,  I  would  aak,  if  they  have  not  teen 
pablisbed  in  the  democratio  papers  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland,  and  Virginia,  extracts  of  letten 
s^  to  be  written  in  the  City  of  Washin^n, 
charging  the  members  of  Oongrees  who  are  m  f^ 
vor  4^  it  irtth  b«ang  bribed  and  corrupted,  and 
with  being  dinKised  to  sell  tiie  aovereigcty  of  the 
nadon  to  Bridah  capitaUsts  t  Have  tbey  not 
seen,  in  the  same  pq>en,  conversationB  detuled 
with  great  minuteneas,  which  it  ia  pretended 
have  passed  between  members  of  Congress,  cal- 
culated to  excite  public  odinm  and  indignation 
against  the  friends  of  the  bill  now  under  oon- 
sideratioD  t  Sir,  I  will  not  for  a  moment  In- 
dnlge  an  idea  that  these  letters  have  been  writ- 
ten or  these  conversations  detailed  by  any 
member  of  this  body.    The  idea  that  snah  haa 
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been  th«  fMt  is  too  biuiii)i»tiiia,  too  degnding, 
not  only  to  thii  lioDonbte  body,  fast  to  hnmMi 
nature  it««lf ;  to  b«  entertained  but  for  a  moment. 
And  jet,  ur,  the  author  of  a  charge,  as  base  as 
it  is  Gibe,  s^nst  nij  honorable  friend  from 
Kentack;,  (Ur.  Pdpb,)  has,  day  after  day,  occn- 
pied  a  seat  in  &  gallery  of  the  Senate,  to  which 
no  per«on  has  a  right  of  aooees,  bnt  by  an  intro- 
daotioD  of  one  of  the  membera  of  this  body. 
81r,  the  highway  robber,  when  compared  with 
the  infiunoDs  f^riwttor  of  tbia  base  attempt  to 
aasaaainata  the  repatotion  of  thi&  honorable 
member,  beoomea  a  virtnooi  and  estimable 
character.  Soch,  rir,  has  been  the  warfare 
which  has  been  waged  as^nat  the  renewal  of 
the  charter.  Denondations  and  ahai|{es  of 
political  apoatao;  are  the  measures  by  which 
we  have  been  assuled  from  withont  and  from 
within.  Sir,  I  hare  ahown  that  the  bank  qnea- 
tion  was  do  party  qoettion  In  ita  origioytlut  it 
was  a  qnestion  npon  which  an  honest  difitoreooe 
of  opinion  always  has  AziAt«d,  and  doea  now 
exist  And,  shall  I  be  charged  with  deaerting 
the  standard  of  the  people,  wUle  I  am  treading 
in  the  footsteps  of  the  great  Father  of  his 
Country* 

the  gentleman  fh>m  Maijlaod  (Hr.  Sxith) 
has  said  that  he  understood  that  a  proposition 
was  made  in  the  Federal  Oonvention  to  vest 
Congress  with  power  to  create  oorporations 
generally  and  without  limitation.  Had  I  been 
a  member  of  that  oonvention,  I  shonld  moat 
certainly  have  voted  against  the  proposition, 
because  it  wonld  have  t>een  nnreaaonable. 
Why  ahoold  such  a  power  have  been  delegated  I 
Hot  certainly  as  neoeasary  to  execute  the  del- 
egated powers,  because  they  are  very  limited 
— a  general  power  to  create  oorporaKons  would 
have  enabled  Oongrees  to  have  created  them 
ad  Uiitam  where  there  was  no  poedble  re- 
lation between  them  and  any  (me  of  the  del- 
egated powers.  The  vote  upon  the  ineorporat- 
ing  the  bank  proves  that  if  snob  a  propodtton 
had  been  submitted,  it  must  have  been  reacted 
under  a  conviction  that  the  power  to  create 
oorporaliona  is  inmdeut  to  such  of  the  general 
powers  as  might  require  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion completely  to  execute  them,  and  fiuHy 
vested  by  the  constitntionin  Congress;  becaose 
ten  of  the  members  of  that  oonvention  were  in 
Con^esH,  and  voted  for  that  bill — because  Gen- 
eral WiARmaTON  ngned  that  bill,  because  ihe 
only  member  of  that  oonvention  now  in  Con- 
gress voted  for  the  bill  and  is  now  in  favor  of 
renewing  the  charter ;  and  because  there  were 
hat  eight  members  of  that  convention  in  Con- 
gress who  voted  against  it 

Mr.  Preeident,  I  will  now  prooeed  to  examine 
the  objections  which  have  been  i^erftd  to  the 
construction  which  I  have  given  to  several 
clansea  of  the  constitution.  In  the  observations 
which  I  made  upon  this  part  of  the  question 
when  I  was  up  before,  I  endeavored  to  prove 
that  every  construction  that  had  been  given  to 
this  instrument,  npon  the  idea  of  ita  being  per- 
fect, was  likely  to  t>a  errtmeoiu.    The  gentle- 


man from  Virginia  (Hr.  Gn.is)  and  the  geode- 
man  fhun  TeuneaiiM  (Hr.  WHiTEsn>x)tfill  visw 
it  as  a  model  of  perfection.-  They  are  oertwDlr 
at  liberty  still  to  entertain  tbat  opinion.  Everj 
man  has  a  right  to  erect  his  idol  in  tbie  land  of 
liberty,  and  to  fall  down  and  worship  it  acoiffd- 
ing  te  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience.  I 
endeavored  also  to  prove,  that  if  we  ^{died 
the  same  rule  of  construction  to  that  cltuue  of 
the  constitution  from  which  we  endeavor  to  de- 
rive the  right  to  create  a  hank,  which  has  beui 
applied  to  that  frum  which  the  power  to  erect 
a  light-house  has  been  derived,  the  constiCii-, 
tional  difficulty  at  once  disappears.  Until  ni 
friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Giles)  and  my  fiimd 
from  Tennessee  (Hr.  Amnnsos)  had  otberwiae 
declared,  1  had  always  understood  the  right  to 
erect  light-honsea  had  been  exercised  as  iod- 
dental  to  the  power  to  regolata  oommetce.  It 
seems,  however,  that  I  am  mistaken,  and  that 
this  i^ht  is  incidental  to  that  clause  which  gives 
Congress  the  right  to  exercise  exclusive  legis- 
lation in  certain  places.  The  clause  reads  in 
the  following  words: 

"  To  exeniiw  ezchiBn  lepdotiaa  In  all  cmn 
whatomver,  over  aiich  diitikt  (act  ezceading  !<■ 
milai  iquie)  ai  may,  by  oe*ri«n  aTpacticnlarSlaU^ 
and  the  aoMptaooe  of  Congma,  become  ttu  ftJ 
the  QovammeDtof  the  United  States,  and  tDliudn 
lika  aathoil^  over  all  piacw  pnrcluued  by  tbs  cm- 
«ent  of  the  Lagidatun  of  the  State  in  whtch  tin 
Mms  ihail  be,  lor  tlie  eredaDO  of  brU,  wg''™r, 
anenali,  dook-janls,  and  other  needM  boMing^" 

Now,  says  my  Mend  from  TennesKS,  thii 
clause  gives  the  right  t«  erect  dockyards ;  and 
as  dockyards  must  be  on  the  seacoaaL  therefora 
Congress  has  the  right  to  erect  light-hooMs, 
because  they  must  also  be  on  the  seacosst. 
This  argument  is  extremely  logical,  nay,  sjllo- 
giatical,  in  form,  bnt  it  is  eib«mdy  illogical  in 
substance.  The  conolnsion  drawn  from  the 
premisea,  is  as  aeoesaary,  as  thongh  I  were  to 
say,  that  beoausa  two  and  two  makes  four, 
therefore  five  and  five  makes  twelve.  The  oon- 
clttsion  in  the  latter  case  is  as  necessary  as  in  the 
former.  Bnt  my  honorable  fKend  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr,  Giles)  derives  it  from  the  aathori^ 
given  in  this  olanse,  to  erect  other  needful  boiid- 
ings.  But  the  qneetiw  recQTs,  needful  for  whit  t 
Why,  certainly,  for  tiie  purposes  before  specified. 
Whatarethey!  Forts, mayrines, arsenals, sad 
dockyards.  If  this  danse  givea  any  authority 
to  erect  forts,  magadnea,  anoials,  and  dock- 
yards, the  otner  oeedM  buildings  spoken  of 
must  be  needfid  for  the  spedfied  purpoeoL  I 
should  suppose  that  no  man,  who  spends  onl;  * 
few  days  in  this  city,  can  be  at  a  loss  to  deUr- 
line  what  is  comprehended  under  the  tam 
other  needful  buOdings."  Let  him  go  to  tha 
dockyard,  nicknamed  a  navy-yard  in  this  dtj, 
and  he  wiU  there  find  a  little  town  of  "otbtr 
needAil  huil^gs"  in  the  words  of  the  ooaattin- 
laon.  But,  sir,  I  deny  that  this  clause  of  tli« 
constitution  expressly  give*  any  right,  but  thsc 
of  exerdsbig  exclnuvq  legislation  in  the  plac«s 
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to  be  accepted  or  pnrchaHed  for  tbe  purpose 
tharein  q>ecifled.  The  right  to  erect  forta, 
nULf^zines,  and  orBenab,  is  Ttur]  j  tDcidental  to  tbe 
lii^t  of  declariDg  war,  and  of  raising  armies: 
puid  the  riaht  to  erect  dockvards  is  fairly-  inci- 
jdental  to  the  right  of  provioiug  and  niaintaia- 
ug  •  navy.  Bnt  if  for  the  saVe  of  a^omeot  I 
iboold  admit  that  the  right  to  erect  forte,  dic^ 
ie  given  in  this  claase,  aow  ean  it  be  proTed 
that  the  right  to  erect  a.  Ught^houae  is  alao  given  % 
Porta,  tnagwinea,  arsenals,  and  dockyards,  are 
■DDmerated,  and  aa  the  oonstitiition  sajs  that 
•11  povws  Dot  expressly  ^ven  are  retted, 
if  the  ri^t  to  erect  forU,  magaziiieB,  &c^  is 
gtren  in  this  clause,  most  clearly  the  right  to 
erect  light-honsee  ie  retained  by  the  States,  be- 
esoM  it  Is  not  to  be  fonnd  in  Uie  enameration 
aoatained  in  the  danse.  Wheal  had  the  honor 
of  addreesing  the  Senate  befbre  I  qnestioned 
the  authority  of  the  State  governments  to 
create  banks ;  I  then  stated,  and  I  again  enilicit^ 
lyBtata,that  it  is  with  rekctanoe  that  I  have 
fAx  it  my  duty  to  make  any  inquiry  into  the 
oonstitctioael  ri^t  of  the  State  goverDments 
to  incorporate  banks.  Tbe  Stato  LegisJatHres 
on^t  to  have  renolleoted  the  Spanish  proverb, 
wbidi  says  that  those  who  live  in  glass-hoases 
otigbt  not  to  throw  stoDes.  Before  they  nnder- 
took  ia  qneetion  the  constitotional  anthority  of 
Congrwo,  they  ought  to  have  thorougblj  ei- 
amined  the  fonndation  upon  which  their  own 
light  reatod.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Gilbb)  says  that  the  construction 
wliwh  I  luive  given  to  that  part  of  the  constita- 
ttoB  whioh  prohibits  the  States  from  emittiog 
bin*  of  credit,  would  apply  equally  to  promis- 
•orr  notes  given  by  one  individual  to  another 
mder  the  iawa  of  a  State^  aa  to  a  bank  bill. 
Permit  me  to  inquire  of  that  gentleiiian  whether 
he  ever  saw  a  law  authorizing  one  man  to  give 
another  his  promisaory  not«  ?  He  may  seuvih 
the  nandecte  of  Jostinian ;  he  may  turn  over 
the  lesvaB  of  the  musty  volomee  written  apou 
the  oommoo  law,  from  the  days  of  Braoton  and 
Ileta  down  to  the  tn^aent  day,  and  bis  aearoh 
will  be  in  vain.  For  tbe  ri^t  to  make  oon- 
tracta,  the  right  to  give  promueoiy  notes,  is  an- 
teoadent  to^  and  independent  of  all  monidpal 
law.  Tbe  gentleman  will  find  laws  and  deoi- 
rioiw  in  abnndaooe,  regnladng  the  effect  of  «i- 
^ravtm^mii,  and  Other  ooUstwal  drcumatanoea, 
and  prescribing  the  manner  of  enforcing  tbe 
payment  of  promissory  notes,  bat  he  will  never 
BMalawgivrng  the  right  to  eieonte  the  promis- 
wry  note.  Bnt  it  is  said  that  the  bills  of  credit, 
wluch  tiie  States  are  prohibited  tVom  emitting, 
must  be  bills  of  credit  emitted  on  the  credit  of 
the  State.  If  this  diBtinotioQ  shonld  be  well 
fbnnded,  many  of  Uie  State  banks  are  still  sab- 
Ject  to  the  charge  of  nnoonstitatdonaUty,  be- 
canae  in  many  of  them  the  States  are  directly 
interested,  and  wherever  that  is  the  cose,  their 
bank  bills  are  bills  of  credit  emitted  on  the  credit 
of  the  State.  Bnt  the  correotnees  of  this  dia- 
tinetion  may  well  be  denied,  because  the  re- 
■triction  is  aa  general  as  it  oonld  possibly  be 


made.  Bnt  it  is  said  that  this  restriction  applies 
only  to  bills  of  credit  which  are  made  a  legal 
tender  in  tbe  payment  of  debts ;  that  bills  of 
credit,  designated  in  the  coustitution,  are  «a;  m 
termtnt  a  legal  l«nder.  Fur  the  correctness  of 
this  exposition,  on  appeal  is  made  to  the  restrio- 
tion  which  immediately  follows  it,  which  re- 
strains the  right  of  the  States  to  make  any 
thing  but  gold  aed  silver  a  legal  tender  in  the 

Stjment  of  debts.  It  aiipears  to  me  that  the 
tter  restriction  eidaaea  most  eraphaticfdly 
the  oonstruotion  contended  for.  If  the  Statee 
are  prohibited  from  emitting  bills  of  credit,  it 
wonid  have  been,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  wholly 
nugatory  to  say  they  should  not  make  them  a 
le^  tender,  if  the  bills  are  not  emitted,  it  ie 
impossible  that  they  can  be  made  a  legal  teoder. 
To  suppose  that  tbe  restriction  upon  meright  of 
the  Ststee  to  moke  any  thing  bnt  gold  and  silver 
legal  tender  has  any  counection  with  orinfiueuce 
upon  the  restriction  to  emit  bills  of  credit,  is  sa 
abenrd  as  to  suppose  that  the  Decalogue,  after 
having  declared  that  "  thou  shalt  do  no  mur- 
der," should  have  added,  bnt,  if  you  will  mui^ 
der,  yoo  shall  not  rob  and  strike  the  dead. 
The  oonstroction  of  the  restraint  upon  the 
right  to  make  any  thing  bnt  gold  or  nlver  a  ten- 
der, is  that  they  ^all  not  m(£e  specific  articles, 
as  tobacco  or  cotton,  a  tender,  as  was  Uie  case 
in  some  of  tbe  States. 

But  it  is  said  that  tbe  history  of  the  States 
will  show  that  the  bills  of  credit  specified  in  the 
constitution  were  those  only  which  were  a  legal 
tender  in  the  payment  of  debt&  Let  ns  ex- 
amine this  point,  according  to  the  rule  of  con- 
strnctJon  applied  to  another  clause  in  the  oon- 
Btitation  bv  a  large  m^ority  of  both  Houses  of 
Congress  during  the  present  session.  Another 
clause  in  the  constitution  gives  Congress  the 
power  to  /idmit  new  States  into  the  Union 
under  two  limitations :  1st,  That  no  new  State 
shall  be  formed  within  the  limits  of  any  State 
without  tbe  consent  of  the  State;  and,  2d. 
That  no  new  State  should  be  formed  by  the 
Junction  of  two  or  more  States  without  the 
consent  of  such  States,  and  also  of  Congress. 
These  limitatiouH  prove  that  the  formation  of 
new  States,  within  tbe  limits  of  the  United 
States,  was  in  view  of  the  convention  at  the 
time  that  this  clause  was  adoptod;  and  the 
subsequent  olause,  which  ^ves  Congress  the 
~ower  to  make  rulee  for  the  government  of  its 
'erritoriee,  proves  that  these  Territories  were 
t  that  moment  under  consideratiori.  In  ad- 
dition to  these  reasons  for  believiug  that  the 
frsmers  of  the  constitution  bad  no  idea  of  form- 
ing new  States,  beyond  the  timita  of  the  United 
States,  those  who  were  opposed  to  the  admission 
of  Orleans  as  a  State  contended  that  the  histor)- 
of  the  United  States  proves  that  the  power  to 
erect  new  States  and  admit  tliem  into  the  Union 
was  intended  to  be  confined  to  new  States 
within  the  limits  of  the  Unittia  States  at  the 
formation  of  the  constitation,  and  that  a  dif- 
ferent construction  would  dintarage  the  rights 
of  the  original  Statea,  and,  of^  oourae,  be  a  vlo- 
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UtioD  of  tbB  oonitltatioa.  What  niplj  did  the 
m^ont;  of  OoDgrew  {rive  to  thia  tnia  of  rea^ 
H>iiiiig )  Tbey  uid  that  the  right  to  admit  new 
States  oaonot  M  antileot  to  any  other  limitation* 
or  reBtrioticuia  than  tliaae  which  are  ontilited 
in  the  daiiMwUehglvMUM  right,  andaatbore 
it  no  reatriction  npon  the  right  to  ei«ot  new 
Statea  wlUioat  the  tb«i  Uuuto  of  the  United 


ap^lj  the  ume  role  of  oonatniotion  to  the  re- 
BtnotiOD  of  the  right  of  the  Statoe  to  emit  bills 
of  credit.  The  rMtriotkn  la  a  genn«l  one ;  it 
has  no  exceptions;  and  eveiT  attempt  to  make 
exceptions  ought  to  be  repeUed  hj  the  answer 
whioh  waa  girta  to  tbc»e  who  opposed  the  ri^t 
of  OoggresB  to  adndt  the  Territory  of  Orleant 
into  ttie  Union  as  a  Stato.  The  oonetnii^n  I 
have  c<Hitended  fi>r  gains  additional  weight 
when  we  oonslder  the  teetriotion  which  im- 
mediately precedes  tliat  nnder  ooiwderaUon. 
No  State  BhaU  coin  money,  emit  bills  of  credit, 
Ac  Bills  of  credit  are  bat  the  representatives 
of  money.  The  oonstitntion  gives  Oongress  the 
right  to  coin  money,  and  to  regnlate  its  valae. 
It  takM  from  the  States  the  rijAt  to  ooin  money 
and  to  emit  bills  of  credit  Why  give  to  Con- 
gress the  right  to  coin  money  and  regnlate  its 
v^ne  ?  BeoaDse  the  interest  of  the  nation  re- 
qniresthst  the  current  ooin  of  the  nationehoold 
be  nnifbrm  both  as  to  its  species  and  valae.  If 
this  is  the  true  reason  why  the  right  of  coining 
money  and  fixing  its  valne  was  given  to  Con- 
gress, does  not  the  right  to  issne  that  whioh  is 
to  be  tbe  representative  of  this  ooin ;  which,  in 
fut,  is  to  usurp  its  place ;  which  U  to  be  the 
real  cmrencv  of  the  nation,  necessarily  belong 
to  Congrenf  Does  not  the  right  to  create  a 
bank,  which  shall  issne  this  reprcMntadve  cf 
money,  ocme  within  the  same  reason  t  I  think 
Itdoee. 

To  the  fbrrid  Imagination  of  my  friend  tnm 
Kentucky,  (Ur.  Out,)  this  power  to  create  a 
bank  appears  to  be  rowe  terrific  than  was  the 
lever  of  Archimedea  to  the  Mgbtened  ima^na- 
tioR  c^  the  Romans,  when  they  beheld  their 
galleys  niddenly  liiUd  np  and  whirled  abont  In 
tbe  air,  and  in  a  minnenl  plonged  into  the 
boeom  cf  the  ocean.  Are  these  apprebensifws 
foand«d  in  reason,  (v  are  tbey  the  chimeras  of  a 
fbrvid  and  perturbed  ims^rination  I  Vibat  lim- 
itation does  the  constitntion  contain  npon  the 
power  to  lay  and  collect  t&ies,  imposts,  dntiea, 
and  excises)  None  bnt  that  they  shsll  be  nni- 
form ;  which  is  no  limitation  of  tbe  amonnt 
whioh  they  can  lay  and  collect  What  limita- 
tion does  it  contain  npon  the  power  to  raise  and 
BDpport  armies!  None  other  than  that  ^ipro- 
pnations  shall  not  be  made  for  a  longer  term 
than  two  years.  What  restriction  is  to  be  found 
in  it  npon  the  right  to  provide  sad  maintain  a 
navy  t  None.  What  npon  the  right  to  declare 
war  and  make  peace  i  None,  none.  Thns  the 
oonstitution  gives  to  the  Government  of  tlie 
United  States  nnlimited  power  over  yonr  pnrses 
n-nolimited  power  to  raise  armies  tad  provide 
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navies — nnlimited  power  to  make  war  md 
peace,  and  yon  are  alaimed:  yon  are  temfled 
at  the  power  to  create  a  bank  to  aid  it  in  tin 
management  rf  its  fl>c«l  operations.  Sir,  notb- 
log  snort  of  my  most  profbnnd  respect  liir 
honorable  gentlMoen,  who  have  ftigfatSDed 
themselves  with  tiiis  bngbear,  could  indaaa  nu 
to  treat  the  snt^taerionaly.  Gentlemen  havs 
said  that  thOT  are  alsnned  at  the  exertise  of  tiili 
power,  and  1  am  boimd  ta  believe  tbsm.  Sr, 
after  giving  Congress  the  ri^t  to  make  we 
and  peace ;  the  right  to  impose  taxeii,  impo^ 
dnties,  and  exinsea,  od  lUnivm;  the  ri^  ta 
raise  and  sopport  armies  without  restriction  m 
to  number  or  term  of  aervice  ;  the  ri^t  to 
provide  and  mrintjin  a  navy  withont  a  lioiti- 
tion,  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  tremble  at  tlM 
exercise  of  a  power  incidental  to  aolraBtct 
these  tremendous  graata  of  power.  The  gta- 
tleman  fhim  Kentucky  (Ifr.  Clat)  ooatecidi 
that  we  have  attomptod  to  give  a  degree  of 
weight  and  foroe  to  what  we  are  pleased  to  call 
precedents,  to  which  they  would  not  be  eatitlsd 
m  those  tribnnals  from  which  we  Jerire  lU 
onr  ideas  of  precedents.  I  am  hsppy  to  tai 
that  myfriend  from  Yirginia  (Mr.  Gus)sBMi  ' 
with  me  in  niinion  npon  thia  stil)}e^  IiMstd 
the  principal  aifibrenoe  between  that  gentiemn 
and  myself  is  confined  to  the  qnes^m  of  ci- 
pedienoe.  He  thinks  that  tbe  oonstructionwludi 
naa  been  ziven  to  the  constitntion  onj^t  to  b* 
considered  as  conolorive :  and  that  great  in- 
conveoiwioe  will  be  produced  by  nnaettlisg 
What  ought  to  t>e  ccHisidered  aa  finally  settled  aad 
a^ndged. 

Sir,  1  have  dosed  the  observationa  whieh  I 
thou^t  it  m^  duty  to  make  in  reply  to  tht 
comments  which  have  been  made  upon  the  re- 
marks which  I  had  previonaly  submitted  to  ths 
consideration  of  this  honorable  body,  li,  dr, 
'  --"jTed  my  political  standing  in  the  SWs 
I  have  the  honor  to  represent  (and,  ilr, 
I  do  not  profess  to  have  any  out  of  it)  to  ih* 
public  welfare,  I  should  r^oice  at  the  raccea 
of  the  motion  which  has  beoi  made  by  tht 
honorable  genUeman  &om  Tennessee,  (Mr.  As- 
DKBBOH.)  Bnt,  dr,  as  1  believe  the  pnblic  wel- 
fare inflnitdy  mwe  importsfflt  than  any  fieetiag 
popolari^  whioh  an  individual  like  myself  can 
expect  to  ei^oy,  I  shall  moot  HJooarely  regret 
the  snooMs  of  iliat  motion.  Sir,  I  have  ssid 
bat  little  abont  the  d^ree  of  aistre«e  which 
will  Sow  from  the  diseolntion  of  the  bant  be- 
eanse  I  have  not  that  kind  of  evid^ce  whicb 
would  enable  me  to  Jndge  of  it  with  any  dtpf 
of  Aconraoy.  The  convulsed  state  of  the  £on»- 
peom  nations ;  the  *'nff'Mise  losses  which  oar 
commerce  hasaost^edby  thot^Mrationof  tb* 
decrees  and  orders  ot  the  tyrantaof  the  land 
and  the  ocean,  imperiously  aamonish  us  to  be- 
ware of  making  untried  ud  dangerous  eipefi- 
mcDta.  By  snworting  this  institution,  the  tot- 
tering credit  of  the  conunerual  daas  of  year 
citizens  maj  be  upheld,  nndl  the  storm  sbtli 
have  passed  over.  By  overtnming  this  gtest 
moneyed  institution  at  the  present  oriu^yw 


,L-oo^lc 


i  1811.] 


DEBATES  Oir  CONGRESS. 

Bmi^iin  UtiMBiaUt. 


[3E>m 


lOKj  drav  down  to  nndistiDgaiBbed  rain  thon- 
wndB  of  joxa  imftiftoiMte  and  nnoffeodlng  f^- 
low-dtizeiu. 

The  qaeetion  wna  then  taken  on  striklBf  out 
tbft  Srat  section  of  the  bill,  (eqaiyalent  to  a  re- 
jection,) when  it  i^ipeared  uiat  there  were  for 
the  motion  17,  against  it  17,  a*  followi; 

TuiL— He«n.  AiidBr«>D,  CuopbaH,  Clsj,  Cirtt^ 


land,  WhiUnd^  and  WocthiiyloiL 

NAia. — Heun.  Bajard,  Biadlej,  Bicst,  CbimpUo, 
Condi^  Cra-wfoid,  Viaa,  G3maii,  Goodricli,  Eomr, 
Uofd,  Pickering,  Fiipe,  Smith  of  New  ToA,  T^^ 
TaTlor,  and  Tamer. 


e  tlt«  (tawing  obeerrationB : 

Gwimxxxs :  Ai  tlie  mtjject  cm  wUdi  I  am  caDad 
vpoa  to  decide  hu  exited  gnat  tenribility.  I  ntut 
nficit  the  faidnlgeBOe  of  tba  Senate  while  I  brirfj 
ttate  the  i«aMni  which  infloanoe  mj  jndgment 

Panit  me  to  obMm,  that  tike  qneMioii  to  be  de- 
eded doea  not  depend  riniplj  apon  die  right  of  Cod- 
fftm  to  eMeUiih  nader  anj  loMifioatian  a  bank,  but 
^aa  their  pcwir  to  wtahljih  a  Natiooal  Bank,  ai 

Qeate  >  ^oij  politic  and  ooiporata,  not  conititatiiig 
a  part  of  the  Ooremineat,  dot  otherwiw  rsqioniible 
to  it  but  by  foifeitiirs  of  charter,  and  bcMow  oa  its 
memben  piinl^ei,  inmnmtiei,  and  ezemptioiu  not 
RCi^Dieed  by  the  law*  of  the  Statee,  nor  ei:^jed  bj 
Ihe  citlaane  generaUj  1  It  cannot  be  donbtad  but 
fliat  CoDKin  may  paM  allneceHarf  and  proper  lam 
br  carryiDg  into  exeoation  Ae  powen  ipadBeaHj 
gnntad  lo  Ae  Gotemment,  or  to  amj  departOMDt  or 
offioer  theieof ;  but,  in  dou^  lo,  die  meaM  miut  be 
(died  and  loboiidinate  to  the  end.  Tbawnnr  to 
areata  eerpocatioiu  il  tKit  eapraMly  granted ;  it  ii  a 
high  aitribtite  of  (OTenisiity,  and  in  it*  natsra  not 
Kceiaoiial  or  deriratiTg  by  hn^licatlao,  bst  primaiy 
tod  iudqMDdget 

I  cannot  believe  that  thii  tnlerpetatka  ef  Ae 
ceoat]tiiticHi  will,  in  an;  dagree,  defeat  the  pnipoeea 
Ibi  which  it  waa  framed.  On  the  oontraiy,  it  doe* 
appear  to  me,  that  the  opponte  eapoiidoa  bm  an  in- 
e^a^.*andBnc7  to  oonidldatini,  and  aflbrdi  Jtut 
toA  eerian*  eaaaa  cf  alarm. 

Id  Ibe  aameet^a  longhfe  I  have  fixuid  that  Gor- 
ennneiit  ii  not  to  be  itrengdieaad  b^  an  aMomption 
ef  donbtfnl  powen,  bnt  b;  a  wise  and  eneivado  exe- 
entioa  of  fiiM*  vidch  am  laoontaitible  ;  the  fonnar 
aerer  iaili  to  prodnce  nqildoii  and  dlibiut,  while  the 
latter  inipiiei  inapeot  and  confidence. 

"U,  hmrcTer,  after  a  taix  experiment,  die  powen 
TTBled  iiuhe  Gorenment  ifiall  be  tbond  inoaapetent 
It  of  die  otjecta  for  which  it  wai  in- 


al^  longer  than  to  tay,  &«m  tbe  beat  ezamlnation  I 
have  been  able  to  give  the  mbject,  I  am  conitiaiDed 
lij  a  wnae  of  dntj  to  de<dde  In  the  affirmatirg — that 
b,  diet  the  fint  MCdrai  ef  the  bm  be  Mrickea  ooL 


SAnTBDi.T,  Harah  S. 
Bank  qfOe  UniUd  SlaUt. 
Vt.  Oi.1T,  from  the  committee  to  whom  mt 
referred,  on  the  Sfith  Febmaiy,  the  memorial  of 
the  Btockholdera  of  the  Bonk  of  the  United 
States,  praying  that  an  act  of  Oongreas  might 
be  passed  to  oontiooa  the  ooiporate  powen  of 
the  bank  for  a  further  period,  to  enable  it  to 
settle  sooh  of  ita  oonoemt  aa  maj  be  depoiuliDg 
on  the  8d  of  Uaroh,  1811,  made  the  foUowing 

That  Tonr  oomnittee  luTe  dalj  wdgliad  the  eon- 
tanta  of  Om  mamorial,  and  deUbatately  attended  le 
each  eiplanationa  ofdia  view*  cf  the  memorialiata  as 
they  hare  thought  pn^ier  to  pnaent  through  their 
agents.  That,  hoUuig  the  opinion  (aa  a  m^orlcy  ot 
the  oommittea  do)  that  the  oonititiition  did  not  acK 
thariu  CoDgreai  oti^nally  to  grant  the  charter.  It 
fbllovi,  as  a  neoaiiaiy  conaeqaenoe  of  that  ophiiou, 
tliat  an  eitannan  of  It,  even  nnder  the  raatridiona 
conlempUtSd  by  the  atockholdera,  ia  aqoally  r^ng> 
nant  to  the  oooatitndon.  But,  if  it  irera  poaabta  to 
satmoimt  this  ihndam«Dtal  olgeedon,  andif  that  mle 
which  foiblda,  during  the  aama  aeadon  of  the  Senate, 
the  re-asitation  of  a  pnq>oaition  once  deolded,  ware 
ditiegaraed,  your  eommitlee  would  itill  be  at  a  loaa 
lo  End  any  tnfficlent  reanni  for  proloogiog  the  polit- 
ical exiateucB  oF  the  corporalioD  for  Uu  purpoee  of 
winding  np  ita  affain.  For,  as  it  reipecti  tba  body 
itaeU;  it  U  beUered  that  the  exiiting  lawi,  tliroogb 
the  initnunentality  of  a  truat  propsrly  conatitoted, 
afford  aa  ample  nseani  ae  a  qualified  oontinaance  of 
the  charter  would,  for  the  liquidatioD  of  ita  aoconnti, 
and  the  colleclion  and  final  distribution  of  ita  funds. 
Bnt  dioold  any  incooranienoe  he  experienced  on  tbia 
antjeet,  the  committee  are  penoaded  it  will  be  very 
partial,  and  inohaa  the  Stale  antharmea,  open  proper 
^iplioatioa,  wonld  not  fall  to  proTide  a  competent 
remedy  for.  And,  b  relation  to  the  commnnlty,  if 
the  Dorporation,  ampped  of  its  hankiiw  powers,  were 
to  faUU  lavi  jbja  the  dntj  of  clodng  ua  affain,  yonr 


ta  charter,  it  mi^t  in  ita  operadona  beoome 

Tow  ecoamittee  are  h^ipy  to  aay  that  tbn  learn, 
baa  a  aadaftctory  Hmce,  that  tba  apprebaneiona 
which  were  indnlged,  ai  to  the  diatreaa  resulting  Ihnn 
a  DoiMwnewaltf  the  charter,  are  far  &om  being  real- 
Iied  In  Philadelphia,  lo  whuh  tbair  inronnation  ha* 
been  ocmfined.  It  waa  long  aioce  obrioni  that  the 
Taconm,  in  the  oiroolatiOD  of  the  oenntry,  whiohwaa 
to  be  peodooed  hj  tba  withdrawal  of  Iha  paper  of  the 
Bank  cf  the  United  Statoa,  would  be  Sllad  by  p^er 
iaaaii^  flvm  ollter  baafci.  This  cperadon  ie  now  ao- 
toaUy go(]% on.  Thepi^efdieBankofthe Unit- 
ed States  la  rapidly  ratomm^and  thatof  other  hanks 
'-'-'-'--  '•  lace.  Tfaaaraity  to  enlaige  tbelr  ae- 
wvuuuuwwugisproportianalelyenhenoad:  andirtian 
it  diall  be  farther  incnaaed  by  a  remoral  Into  their 
Tanlta  of  thoae  dapodta  which  are  tn  the  potaeedoD 
'  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stately  the  injarloes  eKct* 
a  diiaalation  of  the  corperstion  wlQ  be  loaoi  to 
connit  in  an  accelerated  dbolcenie  cf  the  actoal  Don- 
dition  of  thoee  who  hare  been  enpported  by  the  cre- 
dit of  others,  bnt  lAoae  inecdrent  ct  tottering  dtna- 
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don,  kooVB  to  ABb«iik,IiMbMBeoiiOMladrromtlw 
{obUc  at  krga. 

Tonr  msunlttBe  beg  leava  to  pnwut  &»  (blloirlng 


Sfchtd,  TbMt  tb«  ^a^ftr  tt  tha  mtnunialiiti 
aBgbt  not  to  b«  gruited. 

The  report  wu  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Claim  <^f  Qtrnmi  mUintm. 

Hi.  Bmadut,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
wu  referred  the  memorUl  of  Oeneral  Junee 
WUkineoD,  praTing  to  be  remnDerated  for  moa- 
e^B  dkboneid  io  the  serrioe  of  the  United  States, 
made  the  foUowiog  report : 

TbU  the  Mud  WilkiiuoD  hsi  •ihibited  to  them 
dunu  Bguiut  the  United  Staloi,  to  tba  UDoant  of 
■lenm  thotukud  eight  hnndred  doUan  and  nioaW' 
ilx  oanli.  It  ^^lean  to  your  oDiiuiiittce,  Avm  the 
daeuuenti  and  pronft  produced  bj  thg  patitiooer  to 
etpl^  and  ni^Kut  hij  claim  agauut  ths  pnlilio,  that, 
<^  the  litait  mm,  $6,719  TS  are  claimed  lor  hli  dU- 
bnnementa  and  eipeiuei  ioemred  pending  Bon's 
eaoipiiBcy ;  (3,560  paid  for  a  tnrat  of  land  for  tha 
pnbUo  •orrjct^  now  oocnpied  by  the  troopi  m  the 
MiaoDii  riygr,  near  iU  month  ;  t4S0,  the  ■mooDt  of 
hii  pavage  from  Baltimore  to  Chariaatoo,  when  or- 
dered OD  Ultra  dn^  by  the  Preddeat ;  and  (S,131  23, 
A>r  Tarnm  <€  property  nubunad  by  hii  mddgii  traiu- 
fer  &om  St  Loua,  ^lien  lie  *ai  exerouii^  the  fonO' 
tioni  of  a  ciril  magiitratc^  to  tba  Sabine,  for  the 
pnijww  ofdireoting  tba  amu  of  tba  natiaii  againrt 
an  uiTadiiig  fona  of  the  Spaniarda. 

Tear  oommittee  have  no  heuCancy  In  njing  that 
many  of  the  chargei  appear  to  be  legal  and  faaodad 
in  jutice,  and  may  (nriuih  a  proper  lat  off  igainrt 
the  balance  oj^iosed  to  him  by  tba  War  Dniarttieat, 
and  that  the  reatdoe  an  entitled  to  eqoiteUe  oondd- 
eratioD;  bat,  ftmn  the  ihortoeaa  of  the  time,  anddu 


clear  jodgmen .__ 

aeranl  itemi  irhiob  joi&oe  to  the  pelilioDer  and  to 
Aapablio  requLui  they,  tharafoie,  beg leaTe  to  t&r 
IbefcUowing— -'^- 


nait  maetlng  of  Congreo. 


ing. 


BnxDAT  ETZMntft,  t  o'elook,  Uaroh  8. 

Bnohtd,  That  Heeara.  Titxskb  and  Conn 
be  a  oommittee  on  the  part  of  the  Benate,  iriib 
BQch  oommittee  as  the  House  of  KepreeenUUiTfi 
may  join,  to  wait  on  the  Preodent  of  the  United 
States  and  notify  him,  that,  nnless  he  may  haie 
any  father  commonioationa  to  make  to  the  two 
Eonsea  of  OoDgrees,  they  are  ready  to  ad- 

Ordtrtd,  That  the  Beoretary  aoqoaint  the 
Eooae  of  Bepreseatativee  therewitli,  and  re- 
qoeat  the  appointment  of  a  oommittee  on  thdr 
part. 

A  meaeage  from  the  Eonae  of  RepreeentaliTM 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  Eonae  concor  ii 
the  reeolution  for  the  ^pointment  of  a  joiat 
oommittoe  to  wait  npon  the  Prendent  of  the 
United  States,  and  notify  him  of  the  intended 
reoe8s,aDd  hare  appointed  a  oommittee  on  their 

Kr.  TuBuxB,  tmm  the  Joint  committee,  re- 
ported that  they  bad  widted  npon  the  Present 
of  the  United  States,  who  informed  them  that 
he  hod  no  farther  oommoaioatiotu  to  make  to 
the  two  EoQsee  of  Oongrese. 

OnforMi,  That  the  SeoretarT  BOlUy  the  SotiM 
of  BepresentatiTes  that  the  Benate,  having  fin- 
ished the  bosinesB  before  them,  are  sboot  to 
B^onm.  Wherenpon,  the  PBCaioDrr  a4jo>in>- 
ed  the  Senate  without  day. 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE, 

IS  SECBET  BBS8I0K,  AT  THE  THIED  SESSION  OF  THE  ELEVENTH  OONQBISS. 


Thussdat,  JaanaiT  8, 1811. 

The  following  oonfldentiol  Metaage  was  re- 
eeived  from  tSe  PsniDnrr  or  tbs  Ukitid 
SiAm,  by  Ur.  Edward  Ooles,  hb  Secretary : 
To  »t  Setatt  and  Bcnw  qf 

A^THaitaCtMi  o^tAa  Uiultd  atom  .- 

I  eamuunioata  to  Congress,  in  oonfidanoe,  a  letter 
ef  the  ad  of  December,  from  Governor  Falcb,  of  Weat 
Florida,  to  ^  Secretuy  of  State ;  aod  another,  of 
the  same  date,  from  the  same,  to  John  UcKee. 

I  oomionaicate,  in  like  manner,  a  letter  from  tha 
British  Chargj  d' Affaires  to  the  Secretaiy  of  State, 
with  the  aunrer  of  the  latter.  AltLongh  the  latter 
•Bimot  have  been  mitten  in  oonnqneDce  of  any  in- 
t,fiHinded  m 


Oe  late  order  tbr  taking  poMeaaion  of  tha  portiaiof 
Weat  Florida  well  known  to  be  claimed  b;  the  Uiiilsl 
Statea;  altboo^  no  oommnnication  hut  ever  bean 
made  by  that  Ooreniment  to  this  of  any  itipoL^ 
with  Spain,  oontemplating  an  inteipontirai  wbidi 
might  ao  materially  afbot  Um  United  BtaUa;  ssl 
aliboag^  M  call  can  have  been  made  hj  Spb^  in 
the  preseDt  instanoe,  fbr  tha  ftalfilmant  <f  any  mA 
snbsistlDg  engagement;  yet  &e  ^irit  and  scope  at 
the  document,  with  the  acetedited  aonive  from  iriiicb 
it  proceeds,  reqnired  that  it  ihonld  ujt  be  wilhhdd 
&om  tike  Doonderation  of  Congnas. 

Taking  into  view  the  tenor  of  these  several  w"- 
mnnioations,  the  posture  of  things  with  which  diaf 
■re  cnnnocted,  the  intimate  relation  c^  the  coontiy 
adjoining  the  United  Slat^  eaitwaid  of  the  rinr 
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iAmtxr,  I8tl.] 


[Smaa. 


Fadido,  to  their  muuiUj  ioA  tnaqidUitj,  %d3  tba 
[>—"'■"•  iatereit  tha j  otherwiie  have  in  ita  destinj,  I 
nDommeiid  to  the  conudenttion  of  Congno,  the  *b«- 
taoMviiem  of  i  declaration  that  the  United  Statn 
wnld  not  ne,  withont  serioiu  Inqnietaide,  Kaj  part 
of  a  nei^boring  teiritorj,  id  irMoh  tfa«f  hare,  in 
diSnest  napacte,  k>  daaj>  ttii  n  jiut  »  eonoarn,  pan 
from  the  banda  of  Sp«ia  into  thoae  of  any  other 
fcraign  power. 

* md  to  thob  wpaidentfioo,  alio,  the  ex- 

aDthotiilng  the  ExeontlTe  to  take  t«m- 
ponij'  poMeirion  of  any  put  or  parte  of  ths  oud 
tenitoij,  in  ponoauoe  of  amngemoota  which  ma; 
ba  denred  by  the  Spociih  aothraitlea;  mndforniak- 
ii^  puriaioB  for  th«  goveniment  of  tha  aaqie,  dariog 
nek  pnawrion. 

The  wtidam  of  Coi^tTMi  will,  at  tha  nine  tima,  de- 
tennine  bow  &i  hmaytw  axpedianlto  proridofbitha 
erent  of  ■  mbToniao  of  llM  SpaniA  aathoritiei  with- 
in Iha  tenitoi7  In  queWJon,  ud  an  appleheoded  oo- 
MDascy  thoRoT  br  any  other  Amign  pow«T. 

JAMES  HADJSOK. 

WtmimaiaM,  Jman-g  8, 1811. 

The  If  enage  was  read. 

Od  motion  by  Kr.  Oi^T, 

Ee$ohtd,  That  the  lleeaage  from  the  Preri- 
dent  of  the  United  Btateo,  of  this  dftf ,  which 
has  bean  Jost  read,  be  referred  to  a  oom' 
mittee,  with  leave  to  report  bj  bill  or  other- 
wiae. 

Mr.  Gut,  Mr.  Camwom,  Mr.  Bkadlxt,  Mr.' 
&iaB  of  luryland,  and  Mx.  Akdcbboit,  were 
9pmnt«d  the  eommittee. 

MoHDAT,  JanoBiy  T. 
Mr.  Clit,  from  the  eoromittee,  appointed  the 
U  inetMit,  OQ  the  oonfldentdal  Ueewge  of  the 
Pr«Bident  of  the  United  States,  reported  a  de- 
dantion  (uid  bill  to  enable  the  Prwident  of  the 
United  Btates  to  take  pooacnaion  of  the  oonntry 
iTing  east  of  the  Perdido,  and  aontli  of  the  State 
v  QtiOTgiA  and  the  Miuaripfd  Territorr,-  and 


ed  to  a  aeomd  reading. 

TuniuT,  Jtniurj  8. 

The  MH  to  enable  the  Preddent  of  the  United 
Statea  to  take  poagowion  of  the  oonntry  lying 
cast  of  Hie  Peroido,  and  lonth  of  the  State  of 
Georg^  and  the  Misnari|ipi  Territory,  and  for 
other  pnrposea,  was  read  the  teoond  time ;  and, 
en  motion  by  Mr.  Glat,  it  was  considered  as  Id 
OommittM  of  the  Whole, 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  BAT.aBD^  to  amend  the 
bin,  by  Btriking  ont  of  the  first  Reotton  thereof 
the  words,  "  In  the  event  cf  snoh  arrangement 
for  that  pnrpoee  as  shall  have  been  made  with 
the  local  antnority  which  may  then  exist ;"  and, 
in  Ilea  thereof;  to  insert  the  words,  "In  ease  an 
wrangement  hoe  been  or  shall  be  made  with 
the  local  aathority  of  the  said  territory  for  de- 
hnnng  np  the  possesnon  of  the  same  to  Uie 
Cnited  State* :" 

On  motion,  bv  Mr.  GiuuK,  a  division  of  the 
qnestioti  was  oaUed  fw:  and  the  qoestion  b^ng 


pnt  on  strikiag  oat,  it  wm  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  npon  inserting 
the  proposed  amendment,  and  determined  In 
the  affiiiDfttiTe — yeas  20,  nsys  12,  as  follows  : 

Yaaa. — Meam.  Aodereon,  Bayard,  Brant,  Camp- 
bell, Coidit,  Cnwford,  FnuldiD,  Gcnnan,  Gngg, 
Lambert  Lloyd,  MaChemon,  Pickeriog,  Pi^ie,  Beed, 
Smith  <£  HaryUnd,  Smidi  of  New  Yoik,  Tait,  Taykr, 
and  WorthingtoD. 

NATk—Hesaia.  Bradley,  Champlin,  Clay,  Cntta, 
Dans,  G^Uard,  Oyman,  Ooodiich,  Horeay,  Lub, 
Bobtnacm,  and  Whiteaide. 

On  tootioii,  by  Mr.  Batasd,  it  was  agreed  to 
amend  the  fomth  section  of  the  bill,  by  insert- 
ing, after  the  word  "  enacted,"  tfie  word^ 
"  That  in  case  poBSession  of  the  territory  afore- 
etJd  shall  be  obtuned  by  the  United  States,  as 
aforeeaid." 

WanmsDAT,  Jannary  fl. 

The  Senate  reanmed,  as  in  Ck>mmittee  of  the 
Whol^  the  bill  to  enable  the  President  of  the 
United  Statae  to  take  possession  of  the  territory 
lying  east  of  the  Perdido,  and*  sonth  of  the  State 
of  Qeorgis  and  the  liisnseippi  Ten^tory,  and  fbr 
other  pnr^oses. 

On  motion,  b^  Mr.  Ci.i.T,  it  was  agreed  fOrtlier 
to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  to  the  Grat  section 
the  rem^der  of  the  original  second  section ; 
and  by  adopting  the  original  third  and  foivth 
sections,  as  the  second  and  third  sections  of  the 
bill ;  and  having  gone  tbrongh  the  amendments, 
the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  Hoaeeao- 
oordingly. 


it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  ijTDKBsoH  submitted  the  following  mo- 
lion: 

Xmohtd,  That  the  lattJect-matter  of  the  biD,  cnti- 
tled''An  act  tocoable  the  Prevdent  oF  liie  United 
Statta  totakepowewionaf  the  country  lying  autat 
At  Poidldo,  and  math  of  the  Stale  of  Geoigia  aaj 
the  Huuahot  Temtiny,  and  for  other  porpoaea,' 
be  kept  invlidably  aeont  by  tbe  membon  of  the  Sen- 
ate, niitll  the  Senate  iball,  by  their  reM^otion,  take 
off  the  iiyanoiion  of  ■earw^. 

Which  was  read;  and  on  the  qoei^Mi  to 
agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the  afflrmv 
tive — yeas  SO,  nays  9,  aa  foUowa  : 

Yeas. — Heaati.  AnderKm,  Bradley,  Brant,  Clay, 
Craw&id,  Cntta,  Franklin,  Ga[llard,  GUoian,  Qi^g, 
Lambert,  Lnb,  Pope,  Reed,  Bobinwn,  Smith  of 
Uaiyland,  Tai^  Taylor,  Wbitende,  and  Wortbing- 
ton. 

NATO.— Heisn.  Bayard,  CbampUn,  Dana,  Good- 
rioh,  I.loyd,  and  Piokering. 

Mr.  Cutis,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  IsEt  mentioned,  correctly  engrossed. 

A  confldeotial  message  was  received  from  the 
Honae  of  Bepreeentativee,  by  Mr.  Montooubi 
snd  Mr.  Ccttb,  two  members  of  that  body, 
with  the  following  resolution,  in  which  they 
a^  the  oonoarrence  of  the  Benate : 
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ComiuM  or  im  DnrnD  SxAisi, 
/■  fipwt  ^JiaprwHtofHM,  A*,  a,  ISIL 
T>klu  into  H«w  die  pruast  iMe  rf  the  world, 
llwpac^u  ijtiuttaa  of  Spain  and  of  the  Amflrloui 
pivviitfiM,  ukd  Um  tndmat*  rektioo  of  the  tanitorj 
eutmud  of  tht  riiw  Fwdidot  awning  Hut  Unttsd 
StMM,  to  thsfr  Momitj  aod  tnaqoUlitj :  Tbanfbn, 

nftiK  Uniuii  Slata  o/Amtrka  m  Cmgnn  mmmiltd, 
That  tin  Dnited  Stale*  oaniiot  (Be,  wMi  tndUhreiioa, 
aDrpartoTOeSpanUifmTliiOM,  KfjclnlnK  dw«aid 
Statu,  aartward  of  th«  riTQi  Pardido,  jpaM  from  the 
haDdj  «f  Spsiii  into  then  <]f  anjoihar  ibnlgD  power. 
The  resolution  wm  read,  ind  paaaed  to  a 
•wood  readiag. 

Thcbbd^t,  Janiurj  10. 

Bo  It  WM  Bmhtd,  That  tliia  bill  do  pus,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be,  "  An  sot  to  enable  the 
Prandeat  of  the  United  Btatea,  nnder  certain 
contingenciee,  to  take  poseasion  of  the  ooontrj 
lying  east  of  the  rirer  Perdido,  and  south  of  the 
Btate  of  Georgia  and  the  MisuBrippi  Territory, 
and  for  other  parpoees." 

On  motion,  b;  Mr.  OlaTj 

Betohed,  That  a  committee  of  two  be  ap- 
pointed to  carry  the  siud  bill  to  the  Hoom  of  Rep- 
reeentadvea,  and  s«k  their  cononrreDce  therein. 


Mr.  Cljit  reported  that  the  oonunitt«e  had 
performed  the  serrioe  assigned  them. 


FUDAT,  Jannarj  11. 

lb.  Abdubob,  from  the  oommittee  appumt> 

ed  on  the  intjeot,  reported  the  confidential  re*' 

olution  from    ^e  Honse  of   BepresentstiTS^ 

with  the  fbSowing  atuecdmeQt : 


•ud  dwraoT,  and  hi  liea  thereof  insert  "pecriM 
ritoatloii  of  Sp^n  Mid  of  her  Aisniaan  uswincMi 
■11^  nfddflrfag  As  iiifliMrin  wliaoh  tte  asstln  tf 
the  tmitoiy  a4jalung  the  nBtbem  boite  of  Its 
United  SMss  nsy  have  npon  tbsir  taoatitj,  torn- 
qnilli^,  and  oonmerMi*  Thersftn, 

Sttalvid  bf  Ifa  SmaUmtd  Hixut  ^R^i  uiiili»W 


that  the  Uailed  Statei,  aniltr  the  paooUar  a 
Btaaoas  of  As  ezkling  oris^  oamot,  wilfaoat  nnsa 
ioqpiietDde,  see  wmj  part  of  die  ssid  larritesy  psa 
into  thehudiof  any  fereignpowa';  and  Oat  a  dag 
regard  to  their  own  wMj  esmpak  then  to  psorile, 
under  cartdn  omtiiHEaiuies,  for  the  temponuy  oeea- 


Which  report  was  read,  and  oaqsidered  as  is 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole;  and,  on  motiim  to 
adopt  the  report,  a  division  of  the  qoeetion  wis 
oalled  for  by  Mr.  Daka,  and  the  qoestioa  to 
strike  ont  was  agreed  to,  and  the  amendment 
was  adopted ;  and  the  President  repeated  tiis 
resolution  to  the  Honae  aooordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolntion  pass  to  the  tUid 
readings  ai 
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FBOCEEDINGS  AfiD  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE  OF   EEPRE8ENTATIVES. 


MoNs&T,  December  8,  1610. 

Thu  Iwiug  the  ds7  appointed  by  tbe  cotuti' 
tatioD  for  the  meeting  of  Coogrew,  the  fallow- 
ing members  of  tbe  Boom  of  HepreeenUtiTe* 
^)peu«d  aad  took  their  seats,  to  wit: 

Am  ATm  BamfMrt—Jnatt  Wlian. 

Aw  Jfaw^mm— Etakiel  Bwxm,  WiUiam  T2j, 
•Old  JoMfdi  B.  Vunnm,  jlp«aicr. 

/}m  Veniuiif — Samuel  Sbftv. 

.fViw  CbiMectinit— EpapluTidbai  Chun^m,  John 
Daradpnt,  jr.,  JoBMhm  6.  MomI;,  Timotb;  FitUn, 
^^  and  BeqJHam  T>llm>dge. 

/V«  ATfl*  7f)ri— JuHi  Emott,  Jonathao  Flak, 
Boteit  Le  Kof  Livisgitcn,  Erutoi  £oo^  Tbomai 
SiMmMcia,  John  Thompt<«i,  Url  Tnoj,  and  EiUian 
E.  Tan  BecHalaar. 

/Vn  A»  Jcnqr — Adam  Boji,  Jaoob  Hut^,  uid 
Hoiiy  Smthaid. 

/>«M  J>eHMirMMa— wmiim  Andenon,  DaTid 
Baid,  Bob«rt  BrovD,  William  Cravfoid,  'WiUiam 
JHudlav,  Danial  Hebter,  Aaron  L^le,  WnUam  MilDor, 
John  B«,  Matthlu  Richsrdi,  Adun  Sejbert,  John 
Snulia,  Q«orgii  Smith,  Sunnel  Smith,  and  Roliert 


Tj,  and  Nioholw  B.  Hoon. 

i-JaoMa  KKkiniidgo,  WOHam  A. 
BniwaU,  llatthew  day,  John  Dawnn,  David  3. 
Oariand,  Thomaa  Ghoboo,  Patetion,  Qoodirrii,  Jo- 
Mph  Lewii,  jr.,  Thomai  Nevton,  John  Boanc^  and 


Fhm  Xorlk  Ouiiifiiu— WIDIi  Aliton,  jr.,  Junai 
CochtBB,  Jamn  HoUaod,  Thomai  Kenan,  Naflianlel 
MacQO,  Aicbibald  McBiyde,  JoMph  FeaiMm,  Bichard 
Stanlori,  and  John  Stajilaj-. 

Frem  BaOk  CVctin>— Lemnel  J.  Aliton,  William 
Boiler,  Joaeph  CaUuxm,  Thomaa  Uoora,  Jolm  Taj- 
loc,  and  fiobart  mthai^oen, 

Fram  CWryu— WSlian  W.  Bibb,  Haven  Cobb, 

Fnm  KitMg  loatph  Detba,  Bldiaid  H.  Jdba- 
•on,  and  Samoel  HcEae. 

Fnm  raMMMW—PleBMnl  U.  IEOk,  Jtdnt  Bhea, 
■DdBobert  Weaklt;. 

.Rib  Ma>— Jereiniab  Homnr, 

Sereral  new  membera,  to  wit :  frtxn  OtxuMO- 
ttent,  Ebskxxbb  EoifiiBeToif,  returned  to  Mrre 
in  tAe  pUoe  of  Bamnel  W.  Dana,  appointed  a 


Senator  of  the  United  States ;  from  Hew  Jer- 
■ej,  Jonn  A.  Boitddbb,  in  the  place  of  Jamee 
Oox,  deceased ;  and  from  Uar^and,  Bobbbt 
WmeHT,  in  theplaoe  of  John  Brown,  redgnedj 
^ipearea,  prodaced  their  oredenUala,  were  qooU- 
fieo,  and  took  their  leata. 

A  qnoram,  oonaiaUiiK  of  B  migoritj  of  the 
whole  Hoiue.  bring  present,  the  Clerk  of  the 
Honse  wai  direot»d  to  soqnaint  the  Senate 
therewith. 

On  motion  of  Kr.  Dawaov,  a  oommittee  was 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House,  Jointly 
with  the  oommittee  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  Benate,  to  wait  on  the  Preddent  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  him  that  a  qaonim  of 
the  two  Eonasa  is  avembled,  ud  reaoj  to  re- 
oeire  anj-  oommnnioatioiu  he  mtj  be  pleased  to 
make  to  them. 

The  Oltf  k  of  lie  Honae  was  dirooted  to  pro- 
onie  newspapers  from  any  noml>er  of  offices 
that  lilt  members  may  eleet,  provided  that  the 
expense  do  not  exoeed  the  smonnt  of  three 

*M , 

mtwnlng  eleven  o'dook. 

TcESiUT,  December  4. 

SeversI  other  members,  to  wit ;  tnaa  Massa- 
ohnsetts,  Biobabd  Cons,  Ebxsezxx  Bxavxb, 
and  OHaxLBs  Tubbbb,  Jr. ;  from  Rhode  Island, 
Eusa*.  R.  Pottbb;  from  New  York,  Thomu 
B,  Gold  ;  from  Fenn^lyauia^BoBUT  JmnoNB ; 
and  fh>m  Vlr^la,  Bukwkll  BassBTT  and  Johk 
W.  Epns,  appewed,  and  took  their  seats  iu 
theEonse- 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  New  York, 
Samdbl  L.  HnoBiLL,  retntned  to  serve  In  the 
place  of  William  Denning,  resigned,  appeared, 
prodnoed  hia  oredaitials,  was  qQalined,  and 
took  his  seat. 

JoiraTHur  JnnnNas,  tbe  Driegate  from  the 
Indiana  Territon,  and  Jmair  Potdk&b,  tiM 
DdegaU  from  tne  Territory  of  Orleant^  ap- 
peared, and  took  their  seata. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
Honse  that  a  qaomm  of  the  Senate  is  Msembled, 
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and  resdy  to  proceod  to  bnsin«s8.  They  have 
a^poinUd  a  oommiUee  on  their  part,  Jointly 
with  th«  oommittee  appointed  on  the  part  of  this 
Hoaae,  to  inform  the  FreBident  of  the  United 
States,  that  a  qnorom  of  the  two  HoiiMa  ie  ae- 
sembied,  and  ready  to  reoure  any  oommoni' 
oaUons  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to 

Mr.  Bawbok,  from  the  Joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wwt  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  reported  that  the  committee  had  per- 
formed the  Bervioe  aaaigned  them,  and  that  the 
Preaidant  answered  that  he  wonld  make  a  oom- 
monioation  to  the  two  Houaes  of  Oongreaa  to- 
ittwdve  o'clock. 


Wkdhxbdat,  December  8, 

Beveral  other  meml)eTB,  to  wit:  from  New 
Hampshire,  Dunn.  Blaudbll  and  Johm  0. 
OHivyFHT*'"  ;  from  MaasachuMtts,  J.  QmMor, 
SufTBL  Taooabt,  and  Lab&h  Wkxatoh;  from 
Vermont,  Wiluak  Obuibiblin,  Uabtdt  Osn- 
TBNDBN,  and  Jonathan  H.  Hvbbabd;  from 
Oonoecticnt,  Liwia  H.  Stusobs  ;  from  New 
York,  VnfOKNT  MATraxwa,  Piria  B,  Pobtkb, 
and  Ebrnueb  Saob  ;  and  from  Rhode  Island, 
RiCHAsc  Jaokboit,  jr^  appeared,  and  took  their 
aeata  in  the  Home. 

A  Message  was  reoeired  from  the  Psmiuikt 
or  THX  Unitid  Statss,  which  was  read  at  the 
Clerk's  Uble, 

[For  this  Message  see  Senato  Prooeedlngs  of 
this  dat«,  antt  page.] 

The  doonmenla  acoompanying  the  Menage 
having  been  read,  in  port,  the  Honee  a^joam^. 

T&UBSDAT,  December  S. 
The  Spkakbb  lud  before  the  Eonse  oertifl- 
oates  of  the  election  of  Ebbkkcbb  HtmnHSTON, 
of  Oonnecticvt ;  John  A.  Boitddbr,  of  New  Jer- 
•ey ;  Bobibt  Wbisht,  of  Maryland ;  and  Wil- 
UAK  McKiSLBT,  retnmed  to  supp^  the  vaoanoy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  John  Q.  Jack- 
eon,  of  Virginia ;  wliioh  were  referred  to  the 
G»iiniitt«e  ofEleotJons, 

E^nuT,  Deoember  7. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  Jersey, 
WiLLiAK  Helms,  appeared,  and  took  hU  seat  in 
the  Hoase:  also,  anew  member,  to  wit,  from 
Maryland,  Bamdel  Binqools,  retnmed  to  serve 
in  the  place  of  Roger  Nelson,  resigned,  appeared, 
prodnced  his  oredehtials,  was  qiiaMe4  and  took 
his  seat  In  the  Honae. 

Moin>A.r,  December  10. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Masea- 
chnaetts,  Gidbok  Oabdnbb  ;  from  New  York, 
GiTBDoir  B.  McvToss ;  from  Fennsjlvauia,  John 
PoBTES ;  from  Virgini^  John  Lots  and  Daniel 
Bheffbt  ;  and  from  NorlJi  Carolina,  Luuil 
Sawtbb,  appeared,  and  took  their  seata. 

The  Spbakxb  laid  befixv  the  House  a  oerttS* 


cate  of  the  election  of  Woojah  T.  Baut, 
elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  b;  tbs 
redgnation  of  ])ei(]«iiiiii  Howard,  of  Keatackj ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Eleo- 

TuESDAT,  Deoemberll. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  K«« 
York,  Hebkan  Eniokbbbaokbb  ;  ftom  Vi^inii, 
Edwin  Gbat  and  Jacob  Swoopb;  and  fma 
Bonth  Carolina,  Biohuid  Wms,  appeared,  ud 
took  their  seats. 

VsDNtsDAT,  December  19. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit;   from  Kortli 
Carolina,    Hibhaok  Fbankuh  and  Woiub 
Kehiibdt,  ^tpeared,  and  took  tbdr  seat*. 

TmrBBDAT,  December  18. 

^Another  member,  to  wit,  from  GeoT|ii, 
Dennis  Smelt,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat ;  sbo 
two  other  new  members,  to  wit:  JoairB  Al- 
len, from  Uassachoset^  in  the  place  of  Jaba 
Upham,  resigned,  and  Wiluam  T.  Babbt,  fraa 
Eentncky,  in  the  place  of  Bet^amin  Howard, 
resigned,  appeorea,  were  qnalified,  and  took 
their  seats. 

Apportionment  Bill. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Cotnmittecof 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  apportitm  the  B^n- 
sontatives  according  to  the  third  ennmoiliaa 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  qneetton  recnrring  on  filling  the  blmk 
with  the  nmnber  of  soola  which  ahoold  sotitlt 
to  a  Representative — 

Mr.  Maoon  smd  he  was  demded}y  of  ofdaim 
that  the  ratio  onght  to  be  fixed,  before  the  r«- 
snlt  of  the  oensos  was  known.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection to  a  moderate  increase  of  the  nmnbsr  of 
members;  if  they  amoontedto  bo  manyttiBtons 
side  of  the  Honse  could  not  hear  the  other  aide 
meak,  debat«  was  at  end,  and  the  purposes  d 
<yiberativele^BlatioDdefeBted.  Heshouldhavs 
liked  the  bill  bett^  he  aaid,  if  it  bad  declared 
that  the  Bouse  of  BepnuBotatiTea  should  here- 
after eonslBt  of  a  oettain  nnmbw  at  memlM^ 
and  had  left  the  apportionment  thai  to  b»  made 
according  to  the  pt^Htlation.  On  the  sohjeett' 
eleotJoneering,  he  said  it  became  himat  least  ta 
say,  that  that  portion  of  the  people  who  aent 
him  here,  had  not  been  concerned  in  it.  "fflit- 
ever  might  have  been  the  practice  elsawhm 
BO  far  as  concerned  his  constitaents,  there  bad 
l>een  no  going  aboat  or  haranguing.  Aod,  oa 
the  subject  otelectioneering,  stud  he,  where'er 
the  people  are  free,  there  will  be  electJoneeringi 
It  belongs  to  free  government.  Possibly  diJl^ 
ent  parta  of  the  country  may  dtfTer  as  to  th* 
mode.  In  some,  men  go  themselves  aboot 
electjonaemig ;  in  others,  their  friends  do  il  fiv 
them.  In  some,  newspaper  pablicaticHis  he^ 
in  election ;  in  odiers,  they  destroy  it.  In  aooie 
ilaoea,  I  have  beard,  the  sacred  pntpit  is  not 
ree  Arom  it ;  in  others,  a  divine  wonld  be  de> 
stroyed  that  woold  att«iiq>t  it.    There  was  net 
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iBone  ele«!tioDeeriiig  South,  Mr,  U,  believed, 
th*D  elsewhere;  certain  he  was  that  madi- 
dstcs  ooold  not  tliere  Bpeod  the  Boma  of  money 
-which  be  had  beard  of  Wing  spent  elsewhere  in 
SD  election.  He  condaded  hj  saying  he  Was  in 
brorof  A  moderate  increase  of  representatives. 
He  was  not  afraid  that,  fi^m  a  moltitade  of 
ooansellora,  nothing  would  be  done ;  it  was 
qoite  as  much  to  be  feared  from  too  fbw  that 
ibtj  would  act  radii/, 

iFaiDAT,  December  14. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Massachn- 
Mtta,  Abuam  Bioblow,  elected  to  Bnpp1</  the 
■neaae^r  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Wi!- 
Bam  Btedman,  appeared,  was  qualifled,  and  took 
fab  sent 

Ajtportionment  BiU. 

ICr.  Ooij>  considered  this  bill  as  a  very  im- 
pottant  one,  as  fixing  the  construction  to  be  pnt 
oi  a  provimon  of  the  oonatitntion.  While,  oc 
the  one  band,  it  might  be  admitted  that  bosl- 
nesi  would  be  in  general  better  done  by  a  email 
number  of  Hepresentatives,  yet,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  were  important  consideraCiona 
bror  of  a  large  namber,  as  gonttemen  would 
find  by  referring  to  the  discosBions  at  the  period 
(rf  tbe  adoption  of  the  oonsldtntion.  It  was 
thai  feared  by  some  that  the  representation  of 
■o  great  a  peot^e  would  be  too  smalL  If  gen- 
tlemen wonld  refer  to  a  nnmber  of  papers, 
drawn  np  by  an  anociation  of  gentlemen,  at 
(hat  time,  and  published  under  the  title  of  "  The 
Federalist,"  tbey  wonld  find  varionsaigmnents 
■sad  to  inance  the  L^iislatnre  to  moke  the  rep- 
nsantation  fnll :  so  that,  at  that  period,  no  ap- 
tmbensiona  had  existed  of  the  Repreaentatives 
Mooming  too  nnmerons.  On  the  contrary,  it 
wta  raj^KMed  that  the  pnbhc  oonfldenoe  would 
be  impaired  by  baring  a  small  dele^tion.  In 
adrertingta  the  relaxed  state  of  the  Dnion,  and 
how  much  it  was  exposed  to  be  shook  by  at- 
tcmpta  to  weaken  it,  it  was  supposed  that  pub- 
Sa  confidence  wonld  be  inspired,  and  general 
■tirfaction  given,  by.the  setectdon  of  a  large 
nmber.  It  was  trae,  Mr.  G.  add,  that  rep- 
iMsntatJon  mi^t  swell  so  much  as  to  operate 
to  the  excludon  of  I^islation;  but  the  House 
«f  B^treeentB^Tes  wonld  not,  even  if  tbe  prcs- 
flot  ratio  were  retained,  be  so  nnmeroua  as 
lainy  other  legislative  bodies  in  the  Union. 
He  liad  no  objection  to  increaung  tiie  numbers 
tf  the  House  of  Repreeentatires  to  snch  an 
nioant  as  wonld  permit  public  busintes  to  be 
dme  with  facility,  Geotlemen  might  differ  as 
toilie  precise  ratio;  but,  while  they  ai^ed  in 
favor  of  a  small  munlier,  fr6m  the  inconre- 
nioice  c^n  large  delegation,  he  hoped  they  would 
MoodTe  with  him  that  well-gronndea  appre- 
boidona  mig^t  be  entertuned  of  the  evils 
wUeb  wonld  result  fhun  its  bdng  too  small. 

Hr.  UiTDHiLL  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
hrMt  number  proposed ;  and,  not  having  been 
^  to  obtain  that,  he  ibonld  voto  for  the  larg- 
M  <a  which  %  nuifority  ocKdd  agree.    In  the 


district  repreeented  by  his  colleague  (Mr.  Muv- 
Fonn)  and  himself  there  was  probably  one  hnn< 
dred  and  twenty  thousand  bouIb,  and  yet  he  had 
not  heard  any  murmuring  that  tbey  were  not 
adequately  represented. 

Congress,  Mr.  M.  said,  did  not  convene  hera 
to  legislate  on  all  the  snljecte  of  the  rights  of 
citizens.  Our  Government  is,  he  contended,  a 
peculiar  piece  of  machinery,  an  imptritim  in  im- 
perio.  The  Representatives  la  Congjees  left 
behind  them  Legislatures,  whose  province  it 
was  to  take  care  of  the  person  J  rights  fmd  the 
rightB  of  property  of  our  citiiens.  Widi  tbese 
concerns,  said  Mr.  M.,  we  have  nothing  Ut  do. 
We  meet  here  under  a  constitution  expressly 
framed  and  devised  for  legislating  on  select  sub- 
jects, which,  on  account  of  the  generality  of 
their  nature,  could  not  be  confided  to  the  sev- 
eral States.  When,  then,  we  consider  the  nar- 
row grounds  we  have  to  legislato  on,  that  our 
great  privileges  are  left  at  home,  we  shall  be 
convinced  that  there  is  no  ocoaBion  that  this 
body  should  be  as  numerous  as  if  we  were  con- 
c«med  in  the  great  questions  of  property  and 
right,  which  are  secured  by  the  constitution, 
under  tbe  guardianship  of  the  State  Legiflaturea, 
and  of  the  courts  for  the  ftirthering  of  justice. 
If  I  were  to  quoto  a  precedent  of  a  Legislature 
for  commanding  influence,  and  fur  wisdom  and 
sagacity  in  carrying  ub  through  an  ardoous  con- 
test whilst  straggling  for  our  liberties,  I  shonld 
quote  the  Old  Congress — limited  in  nnmber,  but 
remarkable  for  the  honesty  and  fidelity  with 
which  they  performed  what  a  more  nnmerons 
body  could  not  have  accomplished.  And,  if  I 
wished  to  cite  an  inatance  of  the  evils  to  be 
dreaded  from  a  nnmerons  assembly,  I  shonld 
quote  the  National  Convention  of  Franee,  where 
representatives,  aasembtingin  great  number,  ex- 
hibited snch  a  spectacle  of  disorder  as  I  hope  we 
shall  never,  by  a  multitude  of  oounsetlora,  mn 
the  risk  of  imitating. 

Mr.  Ftteik  said  that  he  bad  not  expected  that 
a  bill  of  bo  much  importance  would  have  pro- 
gressed BO  far,  and  gone  through  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  in  so  rapid  a  manner  as  this  bad. 
What,  he  asked  of  the  House,  was  settled  by  the 
passage  of  this  bill  f  Nothing  was,  or  could  be 
settled  by  tbe  present  Congress,  unless  the  re- 
turns were  made  from  the  different  States  of 
the  nnmber  of  inhabitants  in  each  State,  before 
the  bill  became  a  law  ;  for  Congreea  alone  could 
designate  and  spedSj  the  number  of  Represent- 
atives which  each  State  should  aend.  The 
laws  heretofore  pasaed,  designating  the  number 
of  Representatives,  bad,  at  the  same  time,  de- 
clared the  ratio,  and  specified  the  nnmber  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  each  State.  Congress  alone  were 
competent  to  decide  on  the  l^ality  of  the  re- 
turns, and  on  their  act  alone  conld  tbe  State 


ecntive,  or  any  Dqiartment  of  tbe  Government, 
to  say  how  many  Bepreseutatives  each  Slato 
shonld  send  to  Congres^.  The  pKsent  Con- 
gress might  fix  tbe  ratio  as  they  pleased,  but  it 
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would  not  b«  oblig&torj  on  the  next  Gongren, 
who  oonid,  and  nndonbtedly  woold,  modify«r 
revene  it  as  thej  ahoold  think  proper.  This 
Ult  was,  therefore,  jtremattire,  and,  in  bat, 
would  iKit  settle  Uie  principle  which  it  propos- 
ed to  decide.  He  wis,  therefore,  on  iiiia  ground, 
opposed  to  the  paamge  of  this  bill ;  and  he  be- 
lieved the  inconTenience  of  deciding  it  now 
would  be  greater  than  if  the  htuiinesa  were  to 
lest  nntfl  after  the  retnrns  were  made. 

ib.  QciHOT  said  that  the  agitation  of  this 
qnestioQ  at  the  present  moment  had  taken  him 
aa  mnoh  by  snrprise  as  it  had  the  gentlenuu 
from  Coaneotiont.  He  had  no  idea  that  a  ques- 
tion so  pr^inant  with  interest  would  be  hnrried 
throu^  the  Eonse  in  this  way.  His  object  in 
riung  was  to  obtain  a  postponement  of  the  qaee- 
tion  till  some  time  in  the  next  week,  for  the 
consideration  of  a  point,  which  to  his  mind 
knportaot  He  objected  to  the  bill  on 
pnnciple  that  it  would  be  a  Tiolation  of  the 
oonstitntion  to  pass  it  It  went  to  establish  a 
.  ratio  wUch,  in  its  effect,  most  be  abortire.  The 
oonstitntion  says ; 

"RepnMntatiTet  M»d  dinot  taxes  iImII  b»  upor- 
doned  tunuut  the  laTanl  States  whidi  ma;  be  Imbiied 
within  this  Onion,  aaeordhig  to  Ihaii  nmctiTe  imm- 
im,  which  duUl  be  determined  by  aading  to  the 
whi4e  nomber  of  ftea  penons,  Inrhiatng  thoae  bound 
to  service  for  a  temi  oTyein,  utd,  ezcloding  Indiuts 
not  taxed,  three-Efthi  of  all  othet  penoni.  The  sc- 
tual  BDomeration  ih>l]  be  made  within  three  yean 
■(tor  the  first  meeting  of  the  Congreu  of  tin  United 
Stales,  and  within  tmiy  stibseqnent  term  of  ten 
Tears,  in  mch  manner  as  Ihsj  ahall  by  law  direot 
Tie  onmbsT  ■/  Represeptatlves  shall  not  exceed  one 
tut  ereiy  thirty  thonsuid,  Init  each  Stats  ihall  iam 


The  oonstitDtloD  then  had  speoiflcally  made 
it  the  dnty  of  the  Honse  to  apportion  the  rep- 
resentation of  each  State  according  to  its 
reepeotire  numbers.  Was  it  not^  he  asked,  in- 
finitely absurd  and  a  direct  violation  of  the 
oonstitntion,  to  apportion  the  representstioa 
before  these  nQn)l>ers  were  known  t  When  the 
oonstitutioa  had  made  it  a  duty  to  do  a  thing 
acoording  to  a  standard  prescribed,  wonld  they 
do  that  thing  before  that  standard  could  be  in 
poasesfiion  of  the  Honse  )  Suppose  that  In  1791, 
before  the  numbers  of  the  8t*t«8  were  known, 
Congress  had  undertaken  to  fix  the  ratio  of 
representation — would  not  the  Hail  have  rung 
with  the  exclamations  that  it  was  a  violation  of 
the  oonetitation?  And  how  would  tMs  till, 
Ur.  Q.  asked,  less  violate  the  constitntiou  than 
snoh  an  act  wonld  have  done!  For,  as  to  the 
nnmbers  to  be  ascertained  by  the  present  cen- 
sus, Congress  were  as  littie  competent  to  decide 
as  they  were  before  any  census  was  taken. 
Tills  was  the  ground  on  which  he  objected  to 
the  bUl  as  nuconstitutional,  and  which  he  wish- 
ed an  opportunity  thoronghly  to  examine.  He 
therefore  moved  that  the  bill  lie  on  the  table.     I 

Mr.  Fisz  said  it  had  been  deemed  desirable 
to  fix  the  ratio  before  the  nnmbers  of  each  State 
were  ascertained,  so  as  to  avoid  the  difilcolty  I 


which  wonld  arise  fhnn  the  (ractioDB,  and  to 
afford  an  accommodation  to  the  State  LqMs- 
tares,  which  wonld  be  in  ses^on  before  the  ueit 
meeting  of  Congress.  It  wonld  indeed  bs  ne- 
cessary to  pass  a  law  declaring  the  nomber  of 
Hepresentotives  t^i  be  sent  by  each  State ;  hat 
that  would  be  a  mere  matter  of  form,  if  fte 
ratio  were  previonsly  ascertained  by  law. 

Ur.  F.  treated  the  idea  of  this  bill's  being  m- 
consdtntlonal,  as  altogether  unwamntea  bj 
&ct;  for  it  did  not  fix  the  apportionmenLbot 
merely  the  ratio,  acoording  to  which  the  Bra- 
reaentAtlTes  shonld  be  ^tportioned  among  tbs 
Statea   when  their  respective  numbers  vm 

Mr.  Wbioht  waa  in  hvor  of  postponing,  mi 
decidedly  opposed  to  the  bill.  He  was  s^init 
it,  because  it  proposed  to  bestow  on  othOT  i 
power  residing  in  Congress.  If  this  law  ireie 
to  pass,  could  the  Secretary  (tf  State  be  antlisr- 
ized  to  declare  the  number  of  RepreeentatiTn 
to  which  each  State  was  entitled  t  Could  Cod- 
gress  transfer  to  him  legislative  power,  and  sn- 
Uioriie  him  to  declare  of  how  many  membm 
this  body  should  consist?  He  presumed  not. 
The  power  was  vested  In  Congress,  and  not  In 
the  Secretary  of  State.  But  gentlemen  wras 
dedroQs  now  to  fix  the  number  of  souls  whidi 
should  entitie  to  a  Bepreeentative — and  why) 
That  the  State  Legislatures,  understanding  the 
number  of  Repreaentatlves  to  which  they  ire 
entitled  trova  knowing  the  census,  may  proceed 
to  district  their  States,  in  antiripatiou  of  the 
law  to  be  passed  by  Congress.  But  their  letl 
would  not  be  conclnsive,  because  CongrMS 
might  change  the  ratio,  and  they  would  hare  to 
undo  aU  they  had  done.  Mr.  W.  hoped  tbit 
this  hnainees  wonld  be  postponed,  until,  ss  here- 
tofore,  Congress  would  be  possessed  of  sUUm 
information  of  which  the  natnre  of  the  <sse 
would  admiL  When  the  cenaos  was  reoeiTcd 
fh>m  the  Preddent  of  the  United  States  they 
wonld  be  much  better  able  to  act  than  now. 
In  this  cose,  Mr.  W.  sud  he  held  himself  in- 
periousty  bound  to  follow  the  steps  of  his  pre- 
decessors. He  held  it  a  correct  maxim  in  gen- 
eral, that  the  practice  of  to-day  shonld  be  the 
precedent  for  to-morrow.  Why  need  they  de- 
cide this  bnsiiieaBimmediat«lyt  There  wasyet 
some  months  in  the  session,  and  time  encnglito 
reflect  on  the  subject.  Why  le^  slate  by  halves  f 
If  this  law  were  passed,  Mr.  W.  asked,  was  it 
perfect?  Did  it  declare  to  how  many  BiHpn- 
sentatives  each  State  abould  be  entitiedt  H* 
said  he  conid  refer  to  cases  in  which  erroci  hsd 
occurred  in  the  oensus ;  and  it  waa  in  the  pow- 
er of  the  House  alone  to  correct  any  enon 
which  might  have  eec^>ed  the  Secretaiy  of 
State.  In  Maryland  a  mistake  had  occurred  in 
the  last  enumeration,  of  thirty  or  forty  thonssnd 
souls.  He  believed  that  a  great  pmlion  irf  tin 
district  comprising  Cecil  and  Hartford  oountisa 
had  been  omitted;  and  be  recollected  perfectly 
well  that  the  error  was  corrected ;  and,  by  tim- 
ing his  eye  to  the  proceedings  of  that  day,  he 
coHld  see  other  errors.    He  wished,  when  the 
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Honae  Sioted,  that  Vbtij  ehoold  do  it  onderstukd- 
in^y,  and  Kith  all  the  evidenoe  before  them  of 
Thich  tba  ease  was  meoeptible.  He  hoped  the 
hin  would  be  postponed  until  the  returns  of  the 
tuasaa  were  received  in  the  nenal  mode. 


Hew 

the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  if  tboee  practicea 
were  fonad  to  be  good.  Bat  when  the;  proved 
iDoonvenieDt  oc  naelees,  it  was  certainly  right 
to  depart  from  them.  Vhat,  than,  had  ex- 
perience  taught  them  on  this  Bnbjectt  Why, 
that  if  the  ratio  wu  not  fixed  before  the  oenaiu 
waa  koown,  great  inoonTeniesee  wonld  result 
to  man;  States.  Congreae,  at  their  last  session, 
being  apprised  of  the  circnmstanoe,  had  in  their 
law  directed  tliat  complete  retnrcs  should  be 
made  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  the  first  of 
March  neiL  It  was  well  known  that  if  they 
did  not  fix  the  ratio  before  the  first  of  March, 
they  wonld  not  be  able  to  fix  it  after ;  when  the 
ratio  was  fixed,  however,  the  apportionment 
wonld  not  be  the  work  of  an  honr.  U  it  be- 
came necessarf  ba  deprive  B  Btate  of  a  Repre- 
sentative, he  asked  whether  it  wonld  not  be 
more  palatable  that  it  should  be  done  now  than 
after  the  ceasna  waa  known}    The  Btate  de- 


whether  it  gave  or  took  a  member.  That  argn- 
meat,  therefore,  was  entitled  to  no  considera- 
tion. Mr.  A.  eipreesed  his  Bnrprise  that  the 
smsQ  Statea  appeared  to  be  oppoeed  to  a  large 
ratio ;  for,  if  it  would  be  an  Mvantsge  on  any 
nde,  it  would  be  deridedly  in  favor  of  the  nam. 
States.  He  thonght,  indeed,  that  the  Bepre- 
(entatires  of  the  Targe  States,  in  voting  for  a 
large  ratio,  had  shown  great  magnanimi^  and 
fiberality. 

Mr.  QoLDBTCBODSB  wSA  ill  fkvn-  ofpaatpone- 
nmit,  and  was  sorry  to  see  tike  bill  att«iDpted 
to  be  nnnied  throng.  Geudemen  had  not  ma- 
turely ooiuidered  the  sal^ecL  and,  on  reflection, 
wo^  be  ooovinoed  that  their  votes  were,  if 
not  a  direct,  at  least  an  indirect  violation  of 
the  eonatitntian.  This  was  prematnre  legiala- 
tUHi  on  what  properly  belonged  to  the  next 
CongreBB,  and  which,  act  on  it  as  they  might, 
woi^  oaqnestionably  coQ)e  bdbre  Oongrees  at 
their  next  aetsion.  If  it  shonld  be  found  tliat 
the  ratio  foed  on  t^ierated  unfavorably  on  the 
anmberv  of  any  State  or  States,  they  would  lie 
■ndooB  for  a  reocouideratioiiof  tiie  snbJecL  It 
wofdd  be  immaterial  whether  the  antyect  shonld 
be  bronstit  up  by  a  bill  da  novo,  or  by  a  bill  to 
rqieal  Uiis,  if  it  shonld  indeed  beoome  a  law  ; 
the  ardor  of  diecnasion  wonld  be  the  same  in 
(tthar  case.  If  this  be  admitted,  the  only  arai- 
meot  in  favor  of  the  bill  is  done  away.  The 
ecmetitatiaa  having  directed  that  apportionment 
should  be  made  aooordingly  to  the  whole  cen- 
na,  Mr.  G.  said  tliat  he  ooold  not  see  how  Con- 
greas  contd  fix  it  before  they  knew  what  tliat 
Beosna  was.  He  did  not  know  that  every  gen- 
tleman on  the  floor  was  ignorant  of  any  of  the 
tetnma ;  some  might  Iw  already  apprised  of  the 


retQms  of  their  own  State.  Each  one  made 
estametee  no  donbt,  in  hia  own  mind,  as  to  the 

{robable  resnlt ;  and,  for  himself,  Mr.  Q.  sud  he 
ad  been  endeavoring  to  make  some  sort  of  a 
calculation ;  and  if  Che  bill  passed,  and  the  ratio 
shoald  prove  nofavorablB  to  the  numbers  of  the 
State  which  he  had  the  honor  to  repreaent,  he 
should  feel  himself  hound  to  move  a  repeal  of 
the  law  ;  and  they  woold  have  the  whole  dis- 
cnssion  over  again. 

The  qaestion  on  the  bill's  laying  on  the  table 
was  carried— 68  to  43. 

And  on  motion,  the  House  a^j'^'ii^^  iu>til 
Monday. 

HoirPAT,  December  17. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  itom  New  York, 
JoBR  NiOHOUOH,  q)peared,  and  took  his  seat  in 
tlie  House, 

TcUDAT,  December  18. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Massaolm- 
setts,  Bax&llai  Ganhxtt,  appeared,  and  took 
hiase&L 

Gkobsb  PoDTDkXTXB,  the  delegate  from  tbs 
Mississippi  Territory,  also  apposed,  and  took 
hiseeaL 

FxnUT,  December  SI. 
Two  other  membere,  to  wit :  from  Vu^i^ 
John  Clopton,  and  Waltib  Jones,  appeared 
and  took  their  seats;  a  new  member,  to  wit, 
WiLUAM  McEiNLXT,  also  from  Tirgmla,  ^ 
peared,  was  qnalifled,  and  took  his  seat 

MoNSAT,  December  34. 

Three  oilier  members,  to  wit :  Wiluim  Hais, 

from  New  Hampshire;  BaNjAjCH  Pickman,  jr., 

from  Hossaclineetts ;   and  Thomas  Niwbou>, 

from  New  Jersey,  appeared,  and  took  their 

C7a*»u/or  JfiKtory  Sunieei  in  &e  Old  frmcA 

War. 

Mr.  MoBBow,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Pablio  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  several  pe- 
titions of  the  offlcera  Boa  soldiers,  and  the  heirs 
of  officeis  and  soldiers  who  servM  In  the  Brit- 
ish army  in  America,  in  the  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  France ;  which  was  read,  and  the 
resolution  therein  contained  concorred  in  by 
theHoose. 

The  report  is  as  follows ; 

The  Caminittoa  on  Fnblio  Lands,  to  whom  mt  ifr. 
fetred  leveral  petitions,  olaimlng  Unds  for  militaiy 
•nrricaa,  performed  ia  the  «sjr  of  17SG,  between 
Gnat  BritBin  and  France,  report : 

Thmt,  conaidcring  the  labject-mBtter  oT  th«  add 
petitions  hi^ly  UnportaDt,  on  ecoonnt  oT  the  interest 
It  liBS  recently  excited,  and  the  ipeculBtion  it  lias 
given  rise  to  in  iBrions  parta  of  the  United  SEata*, 
the  oommittee  hare  carefully  eiamioed  the  State 
papers  and  poblio  docDmenta,  of  tbv  period  of  the 
above  war,  to  asceitaju  the  origiDsI  fcuodstiat  «f  At 
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■e  haye  Dot  bera  tble  to  diicofer  that  »ny 
engagnneiit  or  eonbaet  vhaterer  vu  nude  nr  oitar- 
ed  itOo  hj  Iba  GoTernmanl,  or  under  tha  Antburity  sf 
Great  Britain,  witli  tba  offinn  and  aoldien  of  the 
pruvincial  troopa,  aervuig  in  the  wai  afonMid,  foi 
gnnt  of  lauda,  either  ai  as  ancosngenMmt  to  thi 
mtering  into  the  Kirioe,  or  aa  a  ocanpenaatioa  I 
•ertioei.     All  that  the  committee  have  been  kble 
End  on  the  aubject  i*  in  a  proclamatian  of  the  King 
of  Glut  Britain,  of  the  7th  of  October,  1768,  (aiter 
the  dosing  of  the  war  vid  dicbandlug  of  the  tiAc^) 
and  id  the  foUoning  wtada  ; 

"And  tchtrfai  we  aie  deurom,  opOD  aU  oecasioni, 
to  tectify  onr  rojal  koM  and  apisobation  o!  the  oon< 
duct  and  bravery  of  the  <^cen  and  KiMieTB  i^  onr 
anny,  and  to  reward  the  nine,  we  do  hereby  oom- 
nand  aod  empower  onr  GoTernort  of  the  UTenl 
prorinoee  on  the  Continent  of  North  America  to  grant, 
without  fee  or  reward,  to  moh  reduced  officer*  aa 
hare  aerred  in  Korth  Amerioa  dmiDs  Ae  lata  war, 
•Bd  are  actually  raaidiag  there,  and  diajl  penmally 
apply  for  the  aMiie,  the  fbUowliig  qnanCitie*  of  land, 
labJMt,  at  tha  expiimtion  of  ten  yean,  to  the  lame 
quit-rent*  m  other  land*  ai«  lataect  to,  in  the  pror- 
Inee  within  wlildl  Aey  ars  mntod,  ai  alao  auttject 
to  the  aame  ocoditiotu  of  coltiTation  and  im^nre- 

"  To  ereiy  penon  having  the  rank  of  a  field  offl- 
eer,  6,000  acre*. 

"  To  tmrj  ciqitaiD,  8,000  acrea. 

"  To  every  aubaltem  or  ataff  offioar,  9,600  actea. 

"  ~  '   '  Md  oGBoer,  300  aona. 


"To 


do  Uke« 


le  antbarin  and  tequin  the  Ger- 
emoi*  ana  commandaa4a-oluef  tS  aU  oar  aaid  colo- 
niei,  upon  tbe  Cantinent  of  North  America,  to  grant 
the  nice  quantitiei  of  land,  and  upon  the  same  otAdi- 
tioo*,  to  Hjch  reduced  officer*  of  onr  navy  of  like  rank, 
aa  tervedoaboardof  onrahip*  of  war  in  North  Amer- 
ica, at  the  timet  of  tbe  reduction  of  Loniaboaig  and 
Qaehee,  in  the  late  war,  and  who  ihaU  pervmally 
^mly  to  OUT  reapective  Governor*  for  mch  grants,' 

In  thia  State  ffa,  the  otnnmittee  can  peretire  no 
foundation  whatever  for  the  preeent  claim  upon  the 
Uidted  State*.  Inatead  of  a  coutiaot  wiA  the  oS- 
Mrl  and  aoldiera  far  land,  the  proclamatioa  contra* 
a  mere  inatructioa  to  the  pwincial  Governor* — bq 
Inalmction  emauBting  from  the  munificence  of  the 
Sorereiga,  and  fbr  conferring  a  gratui^,  not  iaaued 
tor  the  aatiafHclian  of  any  previoua  claiin  or  demand 
non  Oovernmeut.  That  the  giajit  intended  by  tbe 
sbove  pnraUmation  wai  rather  a  testimoDy  of  reipect 
and  ^probation,  than  a  donation  of  value,  appear* 
from  the  preaoribed  tenut  on  which  it  waa  to  be 
made,  they  beiag  the  lame  on  which  landa  wan 
granted  to  otiier*  in  the  loovincca,  with  the  excep- 
tion, that  tha  mUitaiy  grant!  were  to  be  made  free  of 
<Aoe  fee*,  and  exempt  ftaa  psymeiit  of  qnit-tGDla 
fi>r  ten  year*.  Had  ej^atioD  been  made  to  the 
land  office*  of  the  provincial  govermnent^  aa  wo*  1^ 
duty  (^  all  the  claimanta,  there  can  be  ao  doubt  but 
that  grant*  would  have  been  rea^y  made  to  the  full 
extent  of  the  bonnly  intended  by  tbe  prodamalioa,  aub- 
ject, however,  to  the  'uaoal  condition  fbr  aetdement 
and  improvament  For^-aeven  yeaj«  have  now 
elapaed  dnce  tbe  totegoing  proclBmatioii,  during 
irtiiah  period  the  above  claim*  have  laid  dorbant, 
and  tbe  committee  do  conoeive,  that,  upon  fair  and 
jnst  principle*,  thoae  claima  would  have  been  oonaid- 
ersd  derelict  and  abandoned  had  the   Government, 


wbich  tiH  intervened,  i*  required  bj  no  pindph  of 

i'a«tice,  and  would,  in  the  onnitm  at  the  ammuttet, 
6  an  unanthorited  diaponbon  and  a*cri&»  U  the 
pubUo  pitnertj  of  titt  United  Statea  On  w  pfiiKt- 
ple  <t  uattana]  law,  or  by  any  treaty  or  eonrantio 
between  the  United  State*  and  Ureal  Biituu,  an  lb 
United  State*  bound  to  perform  the  eagagesieBti  tf 
the  Ibnner  govenmMOt  d  Great  Britain,  eqm^t 
ly  tot  mete  bountie*;  nor  would  the  pnipon*  is 
which  tha  taveral  State*  have  oeded  tend,  vidiii 
their  reapective  Jnriadietloai^  ta  Oe  Dnitad  iatiH 
warrant  the  tppnptiMioa  of  thaw  landa  fix  da  Mil- 
facticn  of  Qm  d^m*  in  qneMioa,  wen  Um  nb*  bet- 
ter foimded  than  by  tha  oemmittea  th^  an  eoonini 
to  be.  The  oommitlee,  tbarcfBe,  beg  leue  Id  ad>- 
mit  the  followii^  reeolntiai : 

lUloitti,  That  the  prayer  of  tb«  petitinpgi  ce^ 
not  to  be  granted. 

1C<«D4T,  Deoeinber  SI. 

Anotiier  member,  to  wil^  from  Dcliwin^ 

NioROUj  Yjjf  Dtxx,  appeared,  and  took  In 


WKDNiaiiaT,  Jbiiiut7  3, 1811. 

Two  othw  new  members,  to  wit:  from  ^vt 

Hampsbire,  'SixaunxL  A.  Hatkb;  ind  frt» 

HarjWd,  John  Oahpbill,  qtpeuM,  and  took 

tbwseata. 

OrUofiu  TtvritetTi. 

Tbe  HoQse  reeolTed  itself  into  a  CMpmittM 

of  tbe  Vbole,  on  the  bill  for  admUiDg  tht 

TeTTiti»7  of    Orieana    as  a  State  bito  tbe 

Mr.  Bibb  said  it  yiaa  Tery  far  from  hisiBtffi' 
tioD  to  oppoae  tbe  passage  of  the  bilL  On  tb* 
contrary,  be  was  favorably  diqxwed  to  it;  botl 
difficulty  bad  occorred  to  bim  vrluch  be  wnll 
state  aa  a  reason  fbr  delaying  a  dedaion  on  tbt 
bill  for  tbe  present  Tbe  biQ  proposed  indol- 
ing  in  the  State  all  that  part  of  tbe  TefriI<«T 
which  lay  west  of  thePerdido,  Ac  TbeFn*- 
ideat,  by  his  Proolamation,  althoQgfa  be  had  i»- 

3 aired  its  oocnpation,  he  declared  that  tbs  nfU 
lonld  be  su^ect  to  negotiation.  Now,  if  it  M- 
I  a  State,  wontd  not  aU  right  of  ^i*^^ 
[>Q  tbe  eabjaot  be  taken  firom  Ilie  Fres* 
dentt  / 

Ur.  BuBT  sud  that  tba  neoead^  of  Sttts 
government,  the  want  of  proper  control  by*« 
Qeneral  QoTcmment,  and  Ua  inability  to  attend 
to  tbe  mnoioipal  conoema  of  tbe  TerritMT, 
imperiondy  called  npon  Oongreas  to  ^^^^ 
into  a  State,  It  was  onimportant,  ai  reepwUd 
the  ratio,  that  tbe  bill  nhonld  be  AtitjiA  tiU 
that  waa  a^rtained.  Althongb  the  pieuM 
popolation  conld  not  be  ascertained,  y^t,  bom 
what  bad  fUlen  from  the  gentlemen  fiwn  (^ 
leans  and  Uisusaippi  Terriloriea,  it  WM  V^^ 
able  that  the  Territoir  had  already  a  right  to 
become  a  State.  Ur.  B.  a^  it  waa  important 
that  Cocgreee  aboold  act  on  thia  enttjeot,  fv  * 
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Neir  Orleans  commanded  the 
rifer  tliroaf^  which  the  whole  prodaotioDS  of 
the  Testem  and  of  oome  part  of  the  Sonthem 
eoaatry  wan  carried  to  marlcet.  It  beoune  im- 
porUnt  in  another  reepeot,  that  the  people  in 
titat  oaaatrj  ehonld  have  the  power  of  self- 
goveminatt.  He  ^aded  to  tlie  neceBsitj,  in 
dia  jwcaent  poetnre  of  offaini,  tliat  they  shooM 
have  Uie  power  of  seif-pteeervation  to  protect 
Uierasdves  in  the  ei^o;ment  of  tlteir  rights,  and 
that  die  power  resulting  &om  Btat«  eover^gnt; 
ought  therefore  to  be  extended  to  tliein  at  this 
time.  The  objection  which  has  l>een  urged, 
respeeticg  the  question  of  title,  was  eqiiall; 
HDimportaDt.  Admitted  in  ite  full  force,  it 
would  only  require  a  modification  of  the  bill, 
toaerving  to  CoDgraes  the  power  of  changing 
the  boandaiy  of  the  Territory ;  and  tbie  would 
be  a  desirable  modiflcstion  because  of  the  onde- 
fined  limits  of  the  TerHt&ry.  litis  oljection  did 
iM>t  meet  the  merits  of  the  biL,  but  merely  sug- 
gested a  modification.  It  was  important  now  to 
act  on  the  sabject,  because  Coogreee  had  the 
power  to  impose  conditiona  on  the  Territory.  If 
they  wBitod  until  it  had  attained  a  population 
of  40,000,  they  could  not  aay  no  to  the  dunmda 

Mr.  Sbkffxy  said  be  was  not  prepared  to  Mt 
en  the  anbject,  because  ihe  materi^s  on  whicji 
to  deci^  were  not  before  the  House.  Whilst 
he  was  disposed  to  treat  the  iuhabitaots  of  the 
Orleaua  Territory  as  brothers,  and  not  as 
vaasale,  be  was  not  ready  to  transfw  the  In- 
fceritance  pnTchosed  by  the  blood  of  onr  fathers 
to  fureignerB.  Vhile  he  looked  nnon  these  peo- 
fk  SB  equals,  and  was  diqH»ed  to  do  Uiem 
Jnstiee,  he  tiiought  all  they  conld  demand  at  his 
handa  was  to  he  placed  on  that  equality  to 
which  they  were  entitled.  It  had  been  said 
that  the  population  was  Uiis  much  or  that  mcoh. 
How  much!^ — Ur.  S.  asked.  Sixty  tbuoaondt 
Forty  tiionsand;  Thirty  thousand?  Would 
any  gentleman  who  retarded  his  honor  tell  tJie 
Hofae  that  there  were  80,000  inhabitants  in 
the  nndispated  Territory)  He  believed  not. 
And  would  gentlemen  &vor  this  French  popa- 
ktioD  at  the  e:q)enBe  of  their  own  interests  and 
ri^tat  It  was  true  indeed  that  Ohio  became 
a  t^tste  before  she  had  00,000 ;  bnt  the  ratio  of 
reprasentatjon  was  than' but  80,000.  If  he 
were  to  reoaoD  oa  this  subject,  Hr.  S.  said  he 
woold  B^>  onder  the  fostering  hand  of  the 
General  Goremment,  let  them  become  acoos- 
tomed  to  oar  GerenuDeat,  before  thoee  were 
pemutted  to  gtivem  themadvea  who  had  so 
lately  emerged  from  despotism.  He  was  not, 
be  said,  directly  hostile  to  the  admission  of  this 
Territwy  into  tbe  Uaitm ;  bnt  Ibe  made  these 
obaervatioBB  in  anawer  to  qtaoniatiMU  naherad 
in  to  lead  tbe  Boose  tnm  ito  daty.  Tbey  ought 
to  hare  the  neoeesary  infimaation. 

Ut.  Maoo«  a^  he  woold  treat  these  people 
■a  be  would  the  people  of  erery  other  Tenito- 
ly.  Ibey  were  a  part  of  the  natira,  and  to 
Toi.  IV.— ai 


a  point  ot  the  Union  ought  to  be  considered.  There  ought  to  be  no 
question  as  to  what  stock  they  sprung  from; 
the  true  question  was,  ought  they  to  be  a  Statel 
The  tme  policy,  Mr.  M.  thongbt,  was,  as  they 
were  to  become  a  part  of  the  United  States,  to 
make  them  one  and  indiTJable  as  soon  as  pos^- 
ble.  They  had  already  served  a  eufBcient  ap- 
prenticeship to  the  United  States,  but  not  no- 
der  a  iree  Govenuneilt,  for  the  Territorial  gor- 
eroments  were  not  &ee.  The  advantage  of  ex- 
acting of  them  the  condition  of  using  the  same 
longnage,  was  a  great  one.  How  could  tbey  be 
made  one  with  Uie  United  States  unless  by  tbe 
Doe  of  the  same  language  t  Mr.  M.  wished  to 
treat  this  Territory  as  well  as  the  others,  and 
no  better ;  be  would  not  treat  one  as  a  daughter 
and  the  other  as  a  sterhdanghter.  He  was  as 
willing  now  to  make  Orleans  a  State  as  he  had 
been  to  make  Ohio  a  State.  Tbe  great  ol^ect 
is  to  make  ns  one  people ;  to  make  this  oetioB 
one.  As  to  tbe  Uiselssippi  Territory,  it  hod  not 
served  a  mnch  longer  apprenticeship  than  Or- 
leans, having  only  oeen  acquired  by  the  treaty 
with  Spun  in  179S.  The  people  of  Orleans 
possessed  (ertainly  as  strong  an  attachment  to 
the  nation  as  could  be  expected  from  the  time 
they  had  belwged  to  it.  When  the  Spaniards 
invaded  the  Territory,  they  stepped  forward 
promptly  to  repel  them ;  and  when  some  citi- 
Eens  of  tbe  old  States  forgot  the  love  every 
honest  heart  owes  to  his  country,  they  showed 
their  attaohmeut  to  the  Union  by  tbe  reodineas 
witii  which  tbey  lent  their  aid  to  repel  themu 
To  make  them  a  State  would  make  that  attach- 
ment Btin  greater,  and  it  was  therefore  advisa- 
ble to  act  on  the  snbjeot. 

The  committee  now  rose,  reported  progreaa, 
and  asked  leave  to  dt  ogiun ;  but  before  leave 
was  graced,  the  House  a^jonrned. 

PniDAT,  January  4. 
Territory  <if  Orlean*. 

Hie  House  resolved  itself  Into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whule  on  the  bill  for  admitting  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans  Into  tbe  Union  as  an  inde- 
pendent State,  &0. 

Mr.  Whbatom. — Whenever  a  hill  is  offered 
for  onr  sooctioo,  in  order  that  it  may  become  a 
law,  it  is  proper,  before  we  give  it  such  eano- 
tion,  that  we  should  inquire  whether  the  sab- 
ject of  it  is  snch  as  we  haTo  constitutional  aa- 
thori^  to  legislate  upon ;  and  if  so,  whether, 
from  a  emisideration  of  time  and  drcomstance^ 

be  expedient  so  to  do. 

It  iq^>eai8  to  me  that  the  bill  now  before  na 

o^ectionaUe  on  both  these  grounds,  end,  if 
so,  there  is  a  double  reason  why  it  should  not 
pass.  A  few  moments  will  be  sufficient  for  tbe 
remarks  I  have  to  make  upon  either ;  and,  if 
they  shall  be  deemed  of  no  conseqaeuee,  there 
win  be  this  consolation,  ^lat  they  will  have  oo- 

ipied  bnt  very  little  time. 

The  sabject  of  this  bill  is  the  Orleans  Terri- 
tory, *nd  the  object  of  it,  t«  form  that  Territo- 
ry into  a  Btatc^  the  people  of  which  are  to  be 
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eabject  to  tbe  eaine  datica,  and  entitled  to  tbe 
same  privilegea,  u  the  people  of  the  United 
States  in  their  federative  capacity.  It  will  be 
obeerred  that  our  coDBtitntioo,  bj  its  enacting 
cUose,  was  ordained  and  established  for  the 
then  United  States  of  America.  Tbe  United 
States  being  thos  inclnded,  implies  an  exdnsiDD 
of  all  others.  It  may,  tbereforaj  be  fairly  oon- 
claded  that  those  that  framed  this  oonstitation, 
and  those  that  adopted  it,  never  intended  that 
its  immediate  operation  shonld  extend  to  any 
people  that  did  not  then,  or  that  ehoiOd  not 
thereafter  he  inolnded  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States ;  that  they  did  not  intend  to  ea- 
ter into  a  panuerahip  of  this  sort  without  some 
knowledge  of  those  that  ehodd  compose  it, 
lest  the  improper  oondnct  of  some  might  end 
in  the  mia  of  aU.  The  Territory  of  Orleans 
certainly  was  not  within  the  limits  of  the 
TJttited  States  when  the  constitntion  was  estab- 
lished. It  was  known  to  be  otherwise.  The 
people  there  were  foreigners  to  ns,  and  sobjeots 
of  another  Qovemment.  That  it  coald  not 
have  been  intended  that  tbe  coostitudon  should 
embrace  these  people  snd  this  Terntory,  may 
be  argued  tW>m  the  extreme  danger  of  carryinK 
the  principle  into  operation,  U  we  may  extend 
our  limits  at  bU,  withont  the  consent  of  the 
peiqile,  fdrther  than  what  Is  expressed  in  the 
ooDstitation,  who  can  tell  where  will  be  onr  ul- 
timate bounds,  or  what  nomber  of  States  we 
may  have  in  tile  Union  t  Parohase  and  ooo- 
qnest  are  objects  of  ambition.  The  great  Na- 
poleon may  have  more  land  to  sell,  and  Spain 
now  possess  what  she  cannot  retain.  May  we 
not,  in  time,  have  the  whole  of  Sonth  Ameri- 
ca, some  of  the  West  India  islands,  and,  poesi- 
bl;r,  Great  Britain  t  And  if  so,  upon  the  same 
principle  liiat  we  form  the  Territory  of  Orleans 
int«  a  State,  we  may  form  these  Territories  into 
as  many  separate  StatM  as  we  please,  and  ad- 
mit them  into  the  Union  with  all  the.powers 
and  privileges  that  any  of  cor  States  now  pos- 
tees  and  enjoy.  Then  what  will  become  of  the 
Old  United  States,  who  first  entered  into  the 
compaot  contained  in  the  consCitation,  and  for 
whose  benefit  alone  that  inslmment  was  mole 
and  exeanted.  Instead  of  theee  new  States  be- 
ing annexed  to  ns,  we  shall  be  annexed  to  them, 
lose  onr  independence,  and  become  altogether 
subject  to  their  control.  Besides,  it  may  be 
recollected,  that,  when  onr  independence  and 
nationsl  existence  was  acknowledged  by  the 
other  nations  of  the  world,  the  Territory  now 
proposed  to  be  received  into  the  Union  made 
no  part  of  the  United  States  so  acknowledged ; 
if,  therefore,  this  be  done,  a  jealousy  mav  be 
created  in  tiioee  other  nations,  and,  possiUy, 
they  may  have  some  reason  to  oompliun  that, 
in  addition  to  the  immense  increase  of  popola- 
tion  within  onr  ancient  limits,  we  shonld  ex- 
tend onr  bonndaries  so  far  as  to  include  other 
countries.  This,  however,  by  those  who  Jns- 
tify  the  Govemmeota  of  other  nations  in  the 
porsnit  of  their  projects  for  miiveisal  domina- 
tion, wSl  l>e  thought  dewrving  of  very  little 


consideration.  Bat,  it  may  be  well  qoestiaaed 
how  far  the  taking  of  portions  that . nay  hsi 
to  war  oomports  with  that  parific  dispoaticB 
which  the  peo[Je  of  the  United  St^ca  ban 
been  »o  anxious  to  muntaia ;  and,  whMber  the 
obligation  they  have  placed  tbunsdTea  andv, 
by  adcmting  the  oonsOtnUfni,  to  goaran^  to 
every  Stata  in  the  Union  a  r^tablioan  fmn  of 
^  vemment,  and  to  prot«ot  mch  of  tbsB  igiiist 
inTssloo,  csn  be  made  to  extotd  t«  the  Orient 
Territory ;  or,  whether  the  Prendent  can  ban 
any  anthority  to  send  onr  militia  there  U  rrad 
any  invasion  or  soppresa  any  insonectioa  that 
may  happen  there,  are  inquiries  worth  Kme 
attention  before  we  pan  this  act  And  then 
will  be  found  another  diffienlty  in  tbe  wsf  of 
carrying  the  oUect  of  it  into  filll  effect.  If  tlM 
people  of  tiiat  Territcay  are  admitted  u)to  tbe 
Union  aa  a  State,  on  an  equal  footing  with  sbj 
of  the  now  United  StatM,  th^  will  have  ari^ 
to  send  to  onr  Legialatnre  not  only  B«nessBl» 
tivea  in  proportion  to  their  nnmber^  bat,  slat) 
two  Senators,  and  the  oonsdtntion  miAea  it  i 
necessary  qualification  for  a  Benator  that  tw 
shonld  have  been  a  citizen  of  Ae  United  Stttn 
at  least  nine  yesrs,  a  period  hrther  back  UuB 
it  can  be  pretended  that  any  of  the  pearls  of 
that  Territory  ever  bdonged  to  the  tTnited 
States,  unless  they  be  emigrants,  and  have  vA, 
thereby,  lost  their  catiiensbip.  And  a  ftcit- 
dent  of  the  United  States  they  never  cas  hiv* 
from  among  their  own  people,  unless  be  be  jtt 
to  be  bom,  for  no  person  except  a  natural  ban 
oitiieo,  or  a  citizen  of  tbe  United  Statue  at  tb« 
time  of  the  adoption  of  tbe  oonstitatioa,  eas 
be  eli^Me  to  tbe  office  of  Prendent.  But,  it 
has  Ijeen  s^d  that  Ocngresa  have  already  paaied 
a  law,  wherein  they  have  stipnlated  witii  tbon 
people,  that  they  uiall  be  formed  Into  a  Statt 
when  they  shall  bare  guned  a  certain  numbK 
of  inhabitants.  In  answer  to  this,  it  ie  suffi- 
cient to  say  that,  if  it  be  inocffrect  to  proniisa 
to  do  a  wrong  thing,  it  ia  more  incorrect  still 
to  do  it.  If  this  bill  be  nnccmstitatlonal,  » 
was  that  law. 

Bnt,  in  omtositjon  to  all  this,  it  will  undoubt- 
edly, be  said  that  several  new  States  have  bM 
formed  by  Congrees  since  the  adcaitiM  of  tin 
constitntion,  and  that  they  are  well  authoriced 
by  that  instroment.  This  is  admitted.  "Ke* 
Statee  may  be  admitted  by  the  Oongren  into 
this  Union,"  Bat,  if  we  lo<A  into  the  aitid* 
where  this  anthoritf  is  to  be  foimd,  we  A^ 
find  it  applicable  to  the  territoriea  then  indnded 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  Statos,  or  te  a 
division  of  some  of  the  Statce  then  aheidj 
formed ;  beyond  which,  it  is  believed,  tti"^ 
thority  has  never  been  oieroised.  The  <M 
Oonfbderation  did  expressly  anthorue  the  w- 
mission  of  Canada  into  the  Union,  bnt  the  pna- 
ent  constitntion  does  not.  If  sneh  an  anthoiQ' 
had  been  proposed  to  have  been  ^ven  to  0^- 
gress  by  it,  perhaps  it  had  never  been  adopted. 

I^  however,  it  should  bo  bdieved  that  ftu 
bill  might  pass  into  a  taw,  in  strict  confbnui? 
with  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  oonsUtiitiDa,  it 
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ia  tppreheoded  that  th«  meAsore  would  be 
treraelj  unpoUtio  and  inexpedient  at  die  pree- 
eot  moment.    We  have  not  «van  the 
of  a  part  (A  the  oonntry  proposed  to 
h'Seed  \>J  thia  bill,  asA  both  tlt]e  and 
■ion  have  been  dupatod.    It  is  trne  we  have 
bought  the  whole  ooantry,  and  dearlj  paid  for 
it,  but  still,  if  ne  have  not  a  Jnat  title,  we  ought 
not  to  expect  to  hoiA  it ;  and  it  ia  now  admitted 
to  be  a  eabiect  of  negotiation ;  and,  < 
titka  shall  M  fotmd  to  be  good,  and  we  gun  a 
peaceable  posaesmon,  stifl,  u  we  have  aright '~ 
baj  a  thing,  I  know  not  wb;  we  maj  not  s 
it    Bnt,  as  the  eipediencj  of  this  measure  h 
been  considered  by  Other  gentlemen,  I  ftirbear 
(o  add  to  the  remarks  I  have  already  made. 

Hr.  MiLLKK  »ud  it  would  be  observed  that 
there  were  two  applications  to  this  House  for 
admisBitHi  into  the  UniiHi  as  States ;  one  from 
dke  Miesiarippi  Territory,  and  the  other  from 
the  Orieana  Territory,  The  latter  only,  said 
he,  is  contemplated  by  the  bill  before  yon. 
Neitber  of  these  TerriturieB  have  the  nnmber 
of  inhabitanta  reqnired  by  law  to  enable  them 
to  demand  their  admisaion  into  the  Union  as  a 
matter  of  right.  It  may,  therefore,  be  s^d 
with  propriety  to  be  an  application  for  a  &tot, 
going  direotJy  to  an  amieable  disensdon,  and 
whii^  we  may  grant  or  refuse  withont  montng 
th*  risk  of  hnaking  any  legal  or  moral  obliga- 
tioo. 

It  has  been  objected  against  this  bill  that  the 
pepolation  of  the  State  proposed  wiU  not  lie 
Affleiican.  Withont  intimating  how  tat  this 
aon»deration  may  have  influence  on  my  mind, 
nnder  the  cironmstances  in  which  that  oonntry 
bn  been  lately  placed,  I  cannot,  however,  but 
remark  that  it  is  natural  for  man  to  carry  bis 
leelingB  and  pr^odioce  abont  him.  I  was  bom 
b  VirEinia,  sir,  and  I  have  not  yet  lost  some 
of  my  V  irpnia  fe^ngs,  notwithstanding  an  ab- 
■mce  of  fifteen  years,  and  I  cannot  see  why  we 
■honld  expect  the  people  of  Orleans  to  art  and 
feel  differently  from  other  people,  more  partio- 
nlarlr,  when  the  French  nation  is  towering  so 
&r  above  the  other  nations  of  the  earth ;  Uiev 
will  hftve  a  secret  pride  in  thehr  glory,  they  will 
have  some  attachmente,  to  what  extent  I  can- 
not say ;  bnt,  inasmuch  as  we  know  that  if  we 
veoA  Faddy  to  Paris,  that  Paddy  be  wiU  oome 
back,  the  idea  is  certainly  not  uuwortliy  of  onr 
conrideration.   . 

The  bill  on  yonr  table  baa  another  ot^eotion, 
of  BoiDO  weight  with  me,  in  relation  to  its  poU- 
oy.  Yon  propose  to  do  tbem  a  Eavor  by  grant- 
ing tbem  an  admission  to  the  rank  of  other 
States  before  they  can  legally  demand  it,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  yon  propoea  terms  beyond 
whidk  they  cannot  go.  This,  sir,  resemblea 
vtry  much  a  ptdita  invitation  to  walk  in,  bnt 
nnder  an  iqjnaetion  to  see  that  yonr  feet  are 
well  oleaoed,  and  yonr  toes  tnroed  onL  It  is  a 
niggardly  sort  of  policy  that  I  am  sorry  to  see 
enrafted  in  the  bill.  If  yon  design  to  be  lib- 
eral, be  so ;  do  not  destroy  your  Uberality  by 


Again,  sir,  there  are  objections  to  the  bill,  ■■ 
[o-esented,  that  renders  it  impossible  for  me  to 
give  it  my  eanoti<Hi.  It  will  be  seen,  air,  diat 
the  bill  proposes  to  annex  that  portion  of  West 
Florida  in  dispute  between  this  and  the  Spanish 
Government  to  the  Stoto  to  be  formed  oat  of 
the  Tenitorv  of  Orleans.  The  Preddent  baa 
declared  to  tiie  world  that  this  portion  of  the 
conntry,  in  onr  bands,  eboll  be  snl^ect  to  mn- 
toal  arrangements,  hereaAer  to  be  entered  into 
between  the  two  OoverDmenta.  But^  once  an- 
nex it  to  a  State  and  the  power  to  negotiate 
ceases.  What  power  have  we  to  negotiate 
abont  the  territory  of  any  of  the  StatesI  We 
have  none. 

Agtun,  rir,  I  never  wiB  consent  that  the  bav 
of  Mobile  shall  be  annexed  to  any  State  which 
includes  New  Orleans  and  the  month  of  the 
Mississippi,  nnle^a,  indeed,  they  are  boUi  in- 
dnded  in  tiie  same  State  with  the  whole  conn- 
try  north,  np  to  the  Tennessee  line. 

If  yon  annex  West  Florida  to  the  State  to  b« 
composed  of  the  Orleans  Territory,  they  will 
then  poaeesa  a  narrow  slip  of  the  oonntry,  in- 
cluding nearly  the  whole  of  the  seaooaat  of  Or- 
leans, (Indndiiig  the  bay  of  Mobile,)  with  a 
most  extensive  np-oonntnr,  oomposed  of  a  great 
part  of  the  IGssisrippl  TerritMy,  and,  I  may 
say,  Tennessee,  wholly  dnieadent  on  tbem,  per- 
haps, for  leave  to  go  ont  into  the  bay,  and,  cer- 
taiidy,  for  the  improvraoent  of  its  navigation. 
Ahd  tliis,  air,  is  rendered  more  probable,  as  we 
know  men  act  mostly  for  their  own  interest 
And,  as  New  Orleans,  from  ita  present  popnla- 
tion,  will  govern  the  ooonoils  oi  that  State,  let 
me  oak,  nt,  if  it  will  not  be  their  interest  as 
mnch  as  possible,  to  divert  the  biule  and  capi- 
ta] from  the  Mobile  to  the  Misnsdppi  t  And 
what  secnritv  have  we  that  she  will  not  do  so  I 
None ;  and  from  the  nature  of  onr  GoTemmeBt 
can  have  none. 

Upon  the  plan  I  proposes  A^XQ  '^'^  extent  of 
t^e  conntry  proposed  to  be  annexed,  the  peo- 
ple who  inhabit  it.  in  time,  will  liave  the  pre- 
ponderance, and  their  interest  will  dictate  the 
prtqter  oonrse  to  be  iiaianed  in  relation  to  the 
'  M  paasage  of  the  Mobile. 

We  may,  also,  with  some  cert^ty,  pro- 

•nnoe  that  the  popnlation  of  the  Missisdppi,  if 
it  ia  not  now,  wUl,  in  a  few  yean,  be  the  Ki;^ 
est  slave  population,  in  proportion  to  tiie  wnites, 
of  any  country  in  the  United  Blates.  Is  it,  then, 
cf  no  oonseqoence  to  have  tliose  settlements  so 
oooneoted  with  others,  composed  of  whites,  as 
that  they  may,  at  all  times,  be  able,  within  the 
limits  of  their  jurisdiction,  to  suppress  inanrre*- 
tions  of  that  BortI  Is  not  this  a  eonaideratim 
that  onght  to  be  taken  into  aooonnt  I  L  there- 
fore, move  yon,  mr,  to  strike  ont  the  whole  of 
the  bill,  from  tbe  words  "  a  bill,"  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inserting  a  section  by  way  of  amend- 
ment, the  e^ot  of  whioh  will  be  to  ctmaolidate 
both  the  Territories  Into  a  single  State,  which 
will  inoinde  the  whole  of  the  conntry  beliwg- 
ing  to  the  United  States,  east  of  the  Missiisii^ 
a^  south  of  the  &tat«  of  Teoneasee.    Thia  pUB 
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olstion  to  the  State,  if  that  aboold  be  desirable ; 
and  will,  also,  afoid  the  diffionlt;'  occasioned 
from  the  Bitnation  in  vlucli  West  florida  is  at 
this  time  placed.  To  this  plan  I  can  we  bnt 
one  objectioD  that  ought  to  have  an;  sort  of  in- 
fluence, and  that,  sir,  eiista  mora  in  idea  than 
realitj.  It  is  to  the  aize  of  the  proposed  State. 
Divide  and  sabdivide  this  comitrj  as  jon  wilt, 
their  Uitereats,  in  a  politioal  point  of  view,  will 
be  the  same.  Their  representation  in  this  Honbe 
will  neither  be  increased  nor  diminished  by  a 
consolidation.  In  the  Senate,  the  plan  proposed  is 

Seatlv  to  the  advantage  of  tbe  old  States.  In 
at  Hoau,  thej  will  have  bnt  two  Senators 
instead  of  fonr  or  mx,  according  to  t2ke  nmnber 
of  States  that  m^  be  made. 

Thtre  is,  also,  no  legal  objection  to  Hub  plan. 
The  Treat;  of  1808  with  the  French  Republic, 
onl;  provides  for  their  admisuon  into  the  Union, 
without  regard  to  their  territorial  limits,  utd 
there  is  no  law  repugnant  to  the  plan. 

Mr.  Gbouos  said  that  the  onservatlonB  of 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina(Hr.  Maooh) 
had  rendered  it  unneceasarj  for  him  to  make 
man;  of  the  remarks  to  the  committee  which 
be  bed  intended.  In  no  point  of  view,  said  Mr. 
O.,  in  which  this  subject  has  been  considered, 
can  I  perceive  an;  reason  for  adopting  the 
amendment  offered  b;  the  gentl^nan  irom  Ten- 
neaaee,  (Mr.  Uillsb.)  If  that  gentleman  will 
onl;  advert  tu  the  treaty  of  cession  between 
France  and  the  United  States,  and  to  the  act  of 
Oongress  passed  pnrsoant  to  that  treaty,  he  will 
readil;  discover  that  the  amendment  .he  pro- 
poses cannot  be  sanctioned  withont  a  manifest 
violation  of  poblic  fmtb.  B;  the  third  article 
of  the  treaty,  it  is  stipulated  tliat  "the  inhab- 
itants of  tbe  ceded  territory  shall  be  incorpora- 
ted in  the  union  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  ad- 
mitted as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the 
principlesof  the  Federal  Constitntion,  to  the  en- 
joyment of  all  the  rights,  advant^es,  and  im- 
munities of  citizens  of  the  United  States."  On 
the  second  of  March,  18D5,  Congress  proceeded 
b^  an  act  of  l^islation  to  fulfil  £is  engagement 
with  France ;  and  aecordingly,  by  the  7th  bbc- 
tioQOf  that  act,  provided'Hlutt  whenever  it  shall 
he  ascertained  by  &□  actual  censns  or  enumera- 
tion of  the  inliabitaots  of  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans, tekaa  by  proper  authority,  that  the  num- 
ber of  free  inhabitants  included  therein  shall 
amount  to  sizty  thousand,  they  ^all  thereupon 
be  authorized  to  form  for  themselves  a  consti- 
tntion  and  State  government,  and  be  admitted 
Into  the  Union  upon  the  footing  of  the  original 
States,  in  all  respects  whatever,  conformably  to 
tiie  proviuoos  of  the  8d  article  of  the  treaty 
OMclnded  at  Paris  on  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one 
Utousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  between  the 
United  Blataa  and  the  French  Ropnblio."  Now, 
if  to  the  Orleans  Territory  you  add  the  Miaas- 
rippi  Territory,  and  of  the  (uw  erect  one  State, 
you  evidenUy  will  not  comply  either  with  your 
stipolattoos  with  the  Frenob  Bepnblic,  or  with 


your  covenant  to  the  Orleans  Territory,  ?or, 
by  these  you  have  agreed  that  Orleans  ahsll  be- 
come a  State  and  not  part  of  a  State  ool; ;  and 
there  is  a  wide  and  substantial  distiactiun  be- 
tween incorporating  that  Territory,  together 
with  other  Territories  into  a  sin^e  State,  as  toU 
A  fractional  part  thereof  and  aothoriziiii  tbe 
people  of  that  Territory  "  to  form  for  themaeka 
a  constitntion  and  State  government,  snd  to  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  upon  the  footing  of  ihe 
ori^nal  States."  In  the  former  cose  the;  mij 
posdbly  have  no  infiaence  whatever  in  sppdnv 
ments  to  tbe  other  branch  of  tbe  Legiilitim, 
and  all  their  interior  reguhitiona  may  also,  b; 
possibility,  be  dictated  to  them  by  an  iscendut 
population  in  the  remainder  of  the  Sute.  la 
the  latter  case  they  will,  of  course,  have  tbe  en- 
tire direction  in  regardto  their  sj^tem  of  police 
and  tbdr  State  institations,  and  will  moreoTS 
have  a  right,  not  participated  in  by  any  c^ 

Krsons,  of  sending  two  Senators  to  CongrtA 
fact  they  vrill  be  a  distinct  State  sover^Q. 
Sorely,  then,  there  is  a  great  and  obviooadiSii- 
enoe  between  what  we  have  so  cAen  promised 
these  people,  and  what  is  now  proposed  br 

Kr.  Bibb  conceived  that  tbe  House  oooldnot 
adopt  such  an  amendment  aa  that  proposed, 
withont  the  consent  of  Georaia;  for  vitbool 
her  consent  they  could  not  ms^e  an  additiot  ta 
or  division  of  the  Miadssippi  Territory.  It  wu 
true,  he  said,  that  he  had  on  a  former  day  pro- 
pceed  to  mAe  an  addition  of  territory  to  die 
Mississippi  Territory,  but  it  was  (ml;  darLDg 
such  time  as  it  should  remain  a  Territocy.  To 
this  there  conld  be  no  objection,  as  there  tis 
DO  prohibition  to  it  in  the  compact  It  M 
been  bis  intention,  if  the  Eonse  had  thoa^ 
proper  to  sanction  his  motion,  to  have  msde  t 
propoaitioD  to  the  State  of  Georgia  to  admit 
that  territory  to  be  incorporated  with  the  llu- 
sissippi.  Tlie  amendment  now  ofiered  evideot- 
ly  proposed  a  violation  of  the  compact  *>tfa 
Cieorgia. 

Mr.  Maoom  sud  this  bill  had  taken  rathv  • 
cnrions  coarse.  The  principle  and  delul  bsd 
both  been  attacked ;  and  yet  no  proposal  had 
been  made  to  try  whether  the  House  wmid 
I^ialate  on  the  sutgect.  He  had  proposed  as 
amendment  to  do  away  some  of  tbe  objectiiiiB 
to  the  detail ;  but  instead  of  lieing  allowed  to 
amend  the  bill,  the  House  were  met  by  a  ood- 
stitutional  Direction,  from  tbe  gentlemso  boii 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  TThuton)  to  the  power  of 
Congress  to  make  a  State.  If  this  otaecli'^ 
was  good,  Mr.  M.  aud,  he  admitted  Uie  ^ 
ought  not  to  pass ;  for,  Mr,  M.  said,  on  via 
point  he  conld  not  agree  with  the  gentlemu 
from  Tennessee,  that  because  a  treaty  had  been 
made  in  relation  to  it,  it  waa  too  late  to  obje^ 
to  the  constitntionality.  Mr,  M.  sidd  ao;  » 
was  never  too  lata  to  return  to  tbe  coastitutio||' 
If  the  article  of  the  constitution,  however,  did 
not  mean  that  Congress  might  take  Stst«s  oti 
of  new  Territories,  what  did  it  mean!  T^** 
was  no  oooanon  for  it  in  relation  tothe(dllXe^ 
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rilories ;  for  the  ordiiuuiee  of  the  Old  Congresa 
bad  secnred  to  them  tbe  right ;  and  these  ordi- 
naucea  were  u  hinding  u  the  treaties  which 
Conp^sa  had  entered  into.  The  change  of  the 
fbrm  of  Government  did  not  affect  national 
obligations.  The  right  to  become  States  was 
oae  vhich  Congresa  coold  not  take  from  the 
old  Territories.  The  right  of  creating  States 
ont  of  acquired  Territories,  was  one  which  he 
had  alwajB  contended  for ;  and  it  bad  been 
rtaled  by  at  least  one  of  those  who  formed  the 
coQstitDtion,  that  this  article  had  refenmce  to 
Canada.  "  New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the 
CoDgrwH  into  the  Union."  At  the  time  this 
pn><risi(Hi  was  made^  Florida  and  Lonbiana 
were  not  thought  of,  Canada  was  the  Territory 
kept  in  view.  Unch,  sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  as  the 
TJoited  States  wanted  the  southern  conntry, 
and  great  as  is  the  convenience  of  possessing  it, 
I  ncTer  wonld  have  consented  to  have  taken  It 
to  have  kept  them  in  Territorial  government 
Ibrever.  I  do  not  want  provinces.  I  am  ex- 
tremely sorry,  sir,  that  whenever  this  subject 
is  agitated,  we  are  met  by  the  objection  that 
tbeie  people  are  of  French  descent.  I  have 
before  eipreseed  my  opinion,  on  this  snbject, 
and  it  is  needless  to  repeat  it ;  bat  if  gentlemen 
wish  tbem  to  become  onr  brethren  in  reality, 
make  them  onr  equals ;  act  juat  towards  them. 
Do  nnto  them  as  yon  wonld  they  should  do 
imto  yon,  and  mt^e  them  yonr  tMeods,  ] 
laow  an  opinion  is  entertdned  that  only  those 
who  are  of  the  favored  race  om  be  free.  I 
know,  sir,  that  the  English  nation  haa  been 
fiter  than  any  other ;  but  the  time  haa  been 
that  Holland,  Sweden,  and  others,  have  been 
ftee— power,  however,  overcame  right,  and  the 
people  lost  Uieir  liberties. 

I  cannot  conuder  it  any  qnestion  for  onr  con- 
Bderation,  who  shall  be  their  Senators  and  who 
their  Bepresentativee.  They  have  had  some 
time  a  delegate,  and  will  find  delegates  in  the 
Senate  as  well  as  theHoose  of  Representatives. 
It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  need  not  to  have  referred  to  the  dis- 
pate  between  the  Potomac  and  the  Delaware, 
because  the  constLtation  has  pot  an  end  to  theee 
•onrcea  of  strife.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  the  Orleans 
Territory  is  a  slave  country,  and  I  wonld  be 

£if  they  could  get  clear  of  them ;  but  that 
not  at  all  affect  this  qaeation. 
The  present  ritnation  of  Mobile  and  Orleans 
ii  tbe  reasoo  why  I  want  lome  alteration  in  the 
ImQ.  I  wonld  rather  not  have  them  under  the 
BSme  Goremment.  I  have  endeavored  fo/ascer' 
tain  the  present  population  of  the  Orleans  Ter- 
ritory, so  called.  There  U  a  difference  of 
camion  among  those  well  informed  on  the  sub- 
jcct,lrom4fi,000  to  SS,000.  He  wished  ^ntlemen 
would  permit  them  to  try  the  question  on  the 

Cdpte  of  the  bill,  and  ascertain  whether  the 
se  would  do  any  thing  with  ft  or  not. 
Mr.  PoiNDEXTEB  observed  that  tbe  proposi- 
tiwi  of  the  gentleman  fbim  Tennessee  for  incor- 
porating the  present  Mississippi  Territory  with 
West  Florida  and  the  lalond  of  Orleans,  to  tbe 
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sea,  with  a  view  to  form  of  the  whole  one  State, 
did  not  meet  his  approbation.  From  the  Ten- 
nessee line,  which  would  be  tbe  northern  bonu- 
dai7  of  the  State,  to  the  confluence  of  tbe  Mis- 
sissippi with  the  bay  of  Meiico,  is  a  distance  of 
trom  eight  bundriid  to  a  thousand  miles,  in  tbe 
nearest  direction,  and  following  the  raeanders  of 
tbe  river,  not  less  in  my  opinion  than  twelve 
hundred  miles.  Taking  tbe  distance  generally 
from  the  Misaissippi  to  the  Georgia  line,  I  should 
Judge  It  to  be  about  five  himdred  miles,  and 
from  the  northernmost  point  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  to  the  junction  of  the  Chatahoocbee 
with  the  sea,  cannot  be  tax  short  of  a  thousand 
miles.  This  vast  tract  of  country,  in  my  hum- 
ble conception,  is  too  eitensivo  for  the  purpose 
of  local  State  government.  Indeed,  sir,  it  conid 
hardly  be  expected,  over  such  an  immei]^ 
territory,  interspersed  with  nameroos  tribes  (^ 
Indians,  that  even  the  Executive  functionaries 
of  Government  could  be  able  to  perform  their 
duty  in  the  execution  of  their  laws. 

'Hiat  geographical  limits,  other  than  those 
which  now  divide  the  Orleans  and  Mississippi 
Territories,  might  be  designated,  to  comport 
more  with  the  future  convenience  and  proeperi- 
ty  of  the  country,  cannot  be  denied,  I  would 
suggest  for  the  reflection  of  gentlemen  who  have 
to  act  oa  this  subject,  the  expediency  of  making 
tbe  great  river  Mississippi  the  high  road  be- 
tween the  Eastern  and  Western  States,  to  be 
formed  on  its  waters ;  that  no  one  State  sbonld 
possess  both  banks  of  that  river.  In  that  event, 
to  commence  on  the  eastern  shore  at  the  month 
ofthe  Yazoo,  in  latitude  82  80;  thenceins  direct 
line  to  the  head-waters  of  the  Ohatahoochee, 
thence  to  the  sea,  and  along  the  coast,  in  a 
southweslem  direction,  to  Lake  Barrataria, 
thence  up  tbe  Cbafolaga  to  its  junction  with  the 
Mississippi,  and  thence  up  that  river  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Ynzoo.  This  tract  of  conntry 
would  include  abont  three  degrees  of  latitude; 
it  wonld  combine  all  the  settlements  on  the 
Eastern  side  of  the  Mississippi,  except  the  county 
of  Madison,  which  conld  be  disposed  of  oa  the 
wisdom  of  Congress  might  hereafter  direct 
There  are  various  political  conmderations  which 
operate  in  &vor  of  the  formation  of  such  a 
State.  The  people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans 
are  petitioning  to  become  an  independent  State, 
and  I  for  one  hope  the  prayer  of  their  petition 
will  in  substance  be  granted.  It  is  said  that  the 
French  population  of  the  city  of  New  Orieani 
are  unfViendly  to  the  American  Government. ' 
That  they  have  strong  pr^ndioes  in  favor  of 
France.  Although,  sir,  I  do  not  attach  so 
mnch  importance  to  that  circumstance  as  some 
gentlemen  do,  I  am  willing  to  admit  that  French 
emigrants  in  Lonisiena  feel  an  attachment  to 
their  native  country.  I  do  not  blush  to  say 
that  were  I  in  France,  or  any  other  fordgn 
country,  I  conld  never  forget  that  I  was  bom 
an  American  citizen,  I  could  never  retinqnish 
my  attachments  to  the  land  of  freedom,  In 
which  I  inhaled  my  first  breath.  Judging  there- 
fbre,  of  tbe  fe«Ung8  (f  otbers,  by  iny  own,  I 
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oBDot  doabt  that  many  inSaential  Fraooh  io- 
habitants  of  New  Orlecuw  eat«Ttaia  a  predilec- 
tion for  the  oonntrv  whioh  g»ve  tliem  birth. 
But,  nr,  Tithia  the  limiu  which  I  have  ■Qbmitr 
ted  to  the  oonBideratitm  of  the  oommittee,  there 
ie  an  American  populadon  at  least  eofficient  to 
nentralize  everj  exotic  pr^udioe  which  niaj 
exist  in  New  Orleans.  A  people  whose  origin, 
whose  feelings  and  prindplee  are  American,  and 
who  are  prepared  to  ralljr  around  the  staiulhrd 
of  the  conetitntion,  in  every  scene  of  difflcnltj 
and  of  danger. 
Ur.  Milub'b  amendment  was  not  agned  to. 

MoND&T,  SaaoxTj  14. 
Or^tant  Tarritary, 
The  House  recomed  the  oondderation  of  the 
engrossed  bill  to  enable  tlie  people  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Orleans  to  form  a  ooostitntion  and  State 
Sireromentj  and  for  the  admiBdoDof  such  State 
to  the  Uoujii  on  an  equal  fboting  with  the  ori- 
ginal States,  and  for  otiier  purposes. 
The  bill  being  on  ita  final  passage — 
Mr.  Pitkin  soirl  he  hodberebifbre  stated  that 
he  had  some  oljectioDs  to  the  bill,  whioh  he  had 
intended  to  have  stated  to  the  House  when  the 
bill  was  capable  of  amendment,  but  that  he  had 
not  an  opportunity  so  to  do.  I  have  stated,  said 
Ur.  P.,  diat  it  was  probable  there  wonid  be 
some  difficulty  between  Orleans,  when  it  be- 
oomei  a  Slate,  and  the  United  States,  respecting 
the  extent  of  the  State  westward.  I  stated  that 
the  United  States,  in  consequence  of  the  pur- 
chase of  Loui^ona  with  the  same  extent  that  it 
had  when  ^>ain  and  Franoe  possessed  it,  had 
otoimed  the  territory  as  far  as  the  river  called 
lUo  Bravo  ;  that  the  negotiatdons  on  this  sob- 
jeot  between  the  Oovernments  of  the  United 
States  and  Spun  were  probably  unknown  to 
many  members  of  the  House,  and  that  it  re- 

anired  a  pretty  aoonrote  knowledge  of  them,  of 
le  extent  of  the  claim,  and  ik  the  geography 
of  the  oonntry,  to  imderstand  precisely  what  I 
meant  I  staled  that  there  wsa  on  extent  of 
country  between  a  meridional  line  pasdng 
throDga  Nacogdoches  and  Bio  Bravo,  of  fooi  or 
five  hundred  miles  in  width,  whioh  the  United 
States  hod  olumed  as  being  their  property.  In 
the  negotiations  between  the  two  ooontries,  the 
United  States  offered  to  cede  all  the  oonntry 
between  the  Bio  Bravo  and  the  Colorado  run- 
ning east  of  it  to  Spain,  on  the  condition  that 
Spain  would  cede  to  the  United  Btales  all  the 
territory  west  of  the  Perdtdo,  This  proposition 
was  rqected.  Our  Oommisuouecs  were  in- 
slmcted  to  assert  onr  title  as  far  as  the  Rio 
Bravo,  or  at  least  to  the  Bay  of  St.  Bernard. 
It  is  BO  stated  by  the  Prowdwit  of  the  United 
Slates  in  the  introduction  to  the  compilation  of 
the  land  laws,  in  which  he  states  that  we  nn- 
qaestionably  have  a  right  to  the  country  as  &r 
west  as  the  sources  of  the  rivers  which  &11  into 
the  Utssisaippi,  to  tbe  sources  of  the  Bed  Siver, 
Arkansas,  and  Missouri ;  that  with  respect  to 
the  territory  immediately  boon^ng  on  uie  Quif 


of  Mexico,  we  have  claims  to  the  "  provinee  of 
Texas,"  which  it  is  well  known  is  a  fvn  Urgs 
province.  By  the  bill  before  ns,  accoraiiig  to 
tiiis  constmctton,  Jorisdictiou  is  extended  eva 
this  very  province  ;  and  it  may  be,  and  in  Cut 
will  be,  in  the  power  of  the  State  of  Orleuu  to 
say  th^  cur  limits  extend  so  far,  and  thersf<n 
to  extend  their  jurisdiction  in  like  manner,  h 
my  apprehension,  therefore,  it  is  importao^ 
while  we  are  making  this  Territory  a  ^ste, 
where  the  boundaries  are  disputed,  to  reismia 
our  own  hands  the  power  of  settling  them.  It 
is  known  that,  by  the  law  which  posed  prorU- 
ing  fbr  the  government  of  the  Territoty  <£  Or- 
leans, we  had  liberty  to  alter  the  boundaiy  be- 
fore we  made  them  a  State,  bat  not  after.  IHE 
It  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  new  Stole  to  issiit 
on  their  ri^t  to  jurisdiction  over  the  tenitciy, 
at  least  as  fitr  west  as  the  Colorado,  and  to  pn- 
vent  the  United  States  from  ceding  any  pan  d 
it!  For  instance,  »r,  the  United  States  m^ 
wish,  as  we  have  taken  Florida  as  &r  as  th* 
Perdido,  sabjeot  to  fiitnre  negotiation,  to  nika 
this  an^ngemeot :  to  cede  to  Spain  a  ocrlaiB 
proportion  west  for  East  Florida.  Now,  rir,  I 
ask  when  we  have  mode  this  conntry  a  Btste  if 
we  con  do  this  f  I  beUeve  it  will  be  said  by 
every  person  thai  we  cannot,  after  she  becomei 
a  State,  alter  the  boundaries  without  her  eta- 
sent  I  do  appreliend,  therefore,  there  will  ba 
difficulties  on  the  subject  hereafter,  if  the  Unit- 
ed States  should  attempt  to  settle  iLe  boondary 
in  a  manner  disagreeable  to  the  Stale ;  becsase, 
if  they  cannot  extend  their  jurisdiction  west  of 
a  meridional  line  passing  through  Nacc^docbcs, 
the  territory  will  be  in  extent  east  and  west  Int 
about  one  hundred  milee,  and  north  and  soolh 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty,  and  this  wiD 
make  them  comparatively  a  small  Stale. 

As  the  United  States  have  settled  a  pravi- 
sionol  line,  to  wit :  a  meridional  line  tlffw^ 
Nacogdoches,  it  should  not  be  inlhe  power  i^ 
the  new  State  to  extend  its  jaria^tion  beyood 
Ibot  line.  Frovi^on  might  be  mode  in  Ibii 
way :  The  western  boundary  might  be  made 
to  conform  to  the  proviuonu  line ;  and  s  pro- 
vision might  then  be  made  thai  thwe  dionlobe 
reserved  to  the  United  States  the  privilege  c* 
adding  to  It  whatever  land  it  should  aeqnire 
weetwardly.  Bach  &  provinon  would  l«aTeo> 
at  liberty  to  settie  the  limits  withont  the  inte^ 
ference  of  that  State,  and  withont,  I  ^tprehmd, 
much  difficulty.  This  was  done  in  relatirai  to 
the  State  of  Ohio.  Unless  the  ri^  bod  ben 
reserved,  the  consent  (tf  the  State  woidd  have 
been  necessary  to  a  cession,  or  other  altentM" 
of  its  boundary.  Such  a  course  in  this  case  viH 
be  perfectly  safe  for  the  United  States,  ss  wdl 
as  for  the  new  State.  I  wish  we  may  so  regu- 
late the  Territory  as  there  may  not  in  ft'"'*^ 
any  coUi^on  between  the  State  and  the  CnilM 
States.  The  province  of  Texas  is  in  tho  vice- 
royalty  of  New  ^>ain.  We  know  that  tlie 
Viceroy  sent  his  troops  to  oppose  the  paasB" 
of  our  troops,  and  a  provisional  line  was  estaS' 
lished.     New  Spun  is  veiy  povrerioi,  sod  ^ 
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■hoold  bo  Torj  sotTj  that  th«  new  State  shunld 
Imto  power  to  enibroit  the  Uuited  States  with 
it.  I  would  ask  the  ofaairman  of  the  committee 
who  reported  this  bilL  what  were  his  views  re- 
qMcting  the  weet«m  boandary,  and  how  far  it 
was  hia  ide*  that  the  new  State  shoald  exteod, 
and  whether  it  would  not  comport  with  his 
ideas  that  the  change  which  I  have  Basgested 
dionld  be  made  t  I  oonid  have  wished  taat  the 
hill  was  in  sach  a  state  of  its  progress  that  I 
ootdd  have  moved  an  unendment ;  hot,  as  it  is, 
imkw  I  am  satisfied  that  we  shall  not  be  in- 
Totved  in  difficiilt}'  hj  tho  consequences  I  have 
stated,  I  ahall  be  nnwilling  to  pisa  the  bill,  and 
most  vote  against  it 

ICr.  QmsaT.— ]fr.  Speaker,  I  address  7011,  sir, 
with  an  anzietj  and  distress  of  mind  with  me 
whcJl;  unprecedented.  Tie  Mends  of  this  hill 
■eem  to  consider  it  as  the  exercise  of  a  common 
poww  i  as  an  ordinary  affair ;  a  mere  mnnlcipal 
legnlataon  which  they  expect  t«  see  pass  wich- 
oat  other  questions  than  ^iume  concerning  de- 
tails. Bnt,  sir,  the  principle  of  this  bill  ma- 
teriallj  affects  the  liberties  and  rights  of  the 
whole  people  of  the  United  States.  To  me,  it 
■ppeani  that  it  woold  justify  a  revolution  in  this 
oonntir;  and  that^  no  great  length  of  time, 
nay  produce  it  When  I  see  the  seal  and  per- 
severaiMw  with  which  this  bill  has  been  urged 
■loM  its  Parliamentary  path,  when  I  know  the 
local  interests  and  ssacwiated  prolects,  which 
oomUoe  to  promote  its  SDccesa,  afi  opposition 
to  it  seems  manifestly  nnavaUing.  I  am  almost 
tempted  to  leave,  withoat  a  strnggle,  my  oonn- 
ttjr  to  its  fate.  Bnt,  air,  while  there  is  life, 
there  is  hope.  So  long  as  the  fatal  shaft  has 
not  yet  ^oi,  if  Heaven  so  will  it,  the  bow  may 
be  broken,  and  the  vigor  of  the  misehief-medi- 
Uting  ann  withered.  If  there  be  a  man  in  this 
boose,  or  nadon,  who  cherishes  the  oonstitntion 
■nder  which  we  are  assembled,  as  the  obi^  stay 
et  his  hope,  as  tlie  li^t  which  is  destined  to 
^adden  his  own  day,  and  to  soften  even  the 
^oom  of  the  grave,  by  the  prospect  it  sheds 
orer  his  children^  I  fall  not  behind  him  in  saoh 
tentimeats.  I  will  yield  to  no  man  in  attach* 
maut  to  this  constitation,  in  veneratioa  for  the 
wgOB  who  laid  its  foaodations,  in  devotion  to 
those  principles  which  form  its  cement  and  oon- 
■titnte  its  proportions.  What,  then,  most  be 
my  feelings;  what  onght  to  be  the  feelings  of 
a  man  oherishing  such  sentiments,  when  he  sees 
an  act  contemplated  which  lavs  rain  at  the  root 
of  an  theee  hopes  t  When  he  sew  a  prindple 
of  aetku)  about  to  be  asorpcd,  before  Qie  opera- 
tim  of  wbich  the  bands  of  this  constitution  are 
Domtwe  than  flax  before  the  fire,  or  stubble  before 
the  whirlwind  t  When  this  IhII  passes,  aach  an 
act  is  done,  and  such  a  prindi^e  usurped. 

Ur.  Speaker,  there  is  a  great  rule  of  hninan 
oonduct,  which  he  who  honestly  observes  cannot 
art  widely  from  the  path  of  his  sought  doty. 
It  is,  to  be  vei?  scmpnlons  OMieeming  the  prin- 
ciples yon  sdeot  aa  the  test  of  your  rltpita  and 
cUigattMis ;  to  be  very  &ithM  in  noticing  the 
nsolt  of  their  appUeation;  aad  to  be  very  fear. 


less  in  tracing  and  &ipo«Dg  their  immediate 
effects  and  distant  consequences.  Under  tha 
sanction  of  this  rule  of  conduct,  I  am  compelled 
to  declare  it  as  my  deliberate  opiniou,  that,  if 
this  bill  passes,  the  bonds  of  this  Union  are  vi> 
tually  dissolved;  that  the  States  which  compose 
it  are  free  from  their  moral  obligations,  and 
that,  as  it  will  l>e  the  right  of  all,  so  it  will  be 
the  dot;  of  some,  to  prepBre  definitely  for  a 
separation — amicably  if  they  can,  Tiolently  if 
they  must, 
Ur.  QmHQT  was  here  called  to  order  by  Mr. 

FODTDXSTXB. 

Mr.  QciNOT  repeated,  and  Jnstdfied  the  remaiik 
he  had  made,  which,  to  save  all  nusapprehenuon, 
he  committed  to  writing,  in  the  following 
words :  "If  this  bill  passes,  it  is  my  deliberate 
opinion  that  it  is  virtooUy  a  dissolutjon  of  this 
Uniun ;  that  it  will  free  the  States  from  their 
moral  obligation,  and,  as  it  will  be  the  right  of 
aU,  so  it  wQl  be  the  duty  of  some,  definitely  to 
prepare  for  a  separation,  amicably  if  they  can, 
violently  if  they  most" 

After  some  little  ooniiuion, 

Ur.  PoiKDBxmt  required  the  dedsion  of  the 
Speaker  whether  it  was  consistent  with  the 
propriety  of  debate,  to  use  each  an  eipresdon. 
He  said  it  was  radically  wrung  for  any  member 
to  use  argoments  going  to  dissolve  the  Govern- 
ment, and  tnmhle  this  body  itself  to  dust  and 
ashes.  It  would  be  fonnd,  fiom  the  gentleman's 
statement  of  his  language,  that  be  had  declared 
the  right  of  any  portion  of  the  people  to  sepa- 
rate  

Ur.  QuiNOT  wished  the  Speaker  to  deride, 
fbr  if  the  gentleman  was  permitted  to  debate 
the  question,  he  should  lorn  one-half  of  his 

The  BpUkKKB  dedded  that  great  latitude  in 
debate  was  generally  allowed ;  and  that,  by  way 
of  ai^oment  against  a  bill,  the  first  part  of  the 
^ntieman's  oMervationa  was  admiiuibte ;  bnt 
tiie  latter  member  of  the  sentence,  vis. :  "  That 
it  would  be  the  dnty  of  some  Btatee  to  pi^epare 
for  a  separation,  amicably  if  they  can,  violently 
if  they  most,"  was  contrary  to  the  order  of 
debate. 

Ur.  QciHOT  qipealed  from  bis  dedsion,  and 


of  the  Spkaxsb  correct  t"    And  d 
68  yeas ;  06  naya. 

So  the  decimon  of  the  qteaker  was  reversed ; 
Ur.  Qbinot's  observations  were  declared  to  be 
in  order ;  Mid  he  proceeded. 

I  r^oice,  Ur.  Speaker,  at  the  remit  of  this 
qipeal.  Not  from  any  personal  consideration, 
but  &oni  the  respect  |«ia  to  tha  wwntisl  ri(^ts 


of  the  people,  in  one'  of  thdr  retweeantatires. 
When  I  spoke  of  a  eeparation  of  the  States  as 
'esolting  from  the  violation  of  the  ocmstitntion. 


templat«d  in  this  bill,  I  spoke  of  it  as  of  a 
neceedty,  deeply  to  be  deprecated ;  butaaresnlt- 
ing  from  causes  so  certain  and  obvious,  as  to  be 
aiisolntdy  inevitable  when  the  eSeat  of  the 
prindple  ti  praotioally  eq«tieitoed.     It  is  to 
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preserve,  to  Koard  the  oonstitntioa  of  m; 
try,  that  I  aenonnoe  this  Attempt.  I  would 
roDM  the  attention  of  geatlemen  m>ra  the  apa- 
thy with  which  they  seem  b««et.  Th«ae  ob- 
BervationH  fire  not  made  in  a  oomer ;  there  u 
no  low  intrigne ;  no  secret  machinationB.  I  am 
on  the  people's  own  ground — to  them  I  appeal, 
ooncorning  their  own  rights,  their  own  libertiea, 
tlieir  own  Intent  in  adopting  this  constitation. 
The  voice  I  have  ottered,  at  which  genllemen 
gtartle  with  sneh  agitation,  is  no  nnfrieadly 
Toice.  I  intended  it  as  a  voice  of  warning.  By 
this  people,  and  by  the  event,  if  this  bill  passei 
I  am  wUiing-tu  be  Jadf^ed,  whether  it  be  not 
voice  of  wisdom. 

The  hill,  which  is  now  proposed  tob«  passed, 
hta  this  Bssamed  principle  for  its  basis— that  the 
three  branches  of  this  National  Government, 
without  recnn-enoe  to  conventionB  of  the  people. 
In  the  Statue,  or  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  States, 
are  anthorixed  to  admit  new  partners  to  a  sbare 
of  the  political  power,  in  countries  ont  of  the 
ori^nal  limits  of  the  United  States.  Now,  this 
assumed  principle  I  muntain  to  be  altogethi 
without  anj  sanction  in  the  consUtation. 
declare  it  to  be  a  maDifeat  and  atrocions  usurpa- 
tion of  power ;  of  a  natore,  dissolving,  according 
to  undeniable  principles  of  moral  law,  the  obli- 
gations of  our  national  compact;  and  leading  to 
all  the  ftwfol  consequences  which  flow  from 
such  a  state  of  things. 

OoQcerning  this  assnmed  principle,  which  is 
the  basis  of  uis  hilt,  this  is  the  general  poution 
on  which  I  rest  my  argimteiit — that  if  the  au- 
thority, DOW  proposed  to  be  exercised,  be  dele- 
Sated  to  the  three  branches  of  the  Clovemment, 
J  virtue  of  the  constitution,  it  reenlts  either 
fKim  its  general  natnre,  or  from  its  partionlar 
provisions.  I  shall  condder  distinctly  both  these 
Morcee,  in  relation  to  this  pretended  power. 

Touching  the  general  nature  of  the  instrument 
cslled  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
there  is  no  ol>scnrity — it  has  no  fabled  descent, 
like  the  palladium  of  ancient  Troy,  from  the 
heavens.  lis  origin  is  not  confused  bythe  mists 
of  time,  or  hidden  b?  the  darkness  of  past,  un- 
explored ages ;  it  is  the  fabric  of  our  day.  Some 
now  living,  had  a  Bbare  in  its  constrccdon — «11 
of  ns  stood  hy,  and  saw  the  riung  of  the  edifice. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  at>out  its  nature.  It  is 
a  political  compact.  By  whomt  And  about 
whatt  The  preamble  to  the  instrmnent  will 
answer  these  questions ; 

"  Wb,  ths  peoplfl  of  the  United  Statu,  in  order  to 
foim  a  more  perfect  unioo,  establish  juMice,  Inmre 
domestic  tranquility,  provide  for  tbe  oommon  de- 
itooe,  promote  tlu  geoenl  welfare,  and  wcuie  the 
Ueabig*  of  liber^  to  ounelra  and  onr  poetori^,  do 
<«d«Iil  and  ectabluh  thli  oonilitation,  Ha  the  United 
StMee  of  America." 

It  is,  "  we,  die  people  of  the  United  States, 
for  ourselves  and  onr  posterity;"  not  f>>r  tiie 
people  of  Loui^ana ;  nor  for  the  people  of  New 
Orleans,  or  of  Canada.  None  of  these  ent«r 
into  the  scope  of  the  instrument;  it  embraces 
only  ''the  United  States  of  America."    Who 
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those  are,  it  m^  seem  strange,  in  this  pUce,  to 
inqnire.  Bat  trnly,  sir,  our  imaginations  have, 
of  late,  been  so  accustoined  to  wander  after  new 
settlements  to  the  very  end  of  the  earth,  that  it 
will  not  be  time  ill-spent  to  inqnire  what  this 
phrase  means,  and  what  it  includes.  These  are 
not  terms  adopted  at  hasard ;  they  have  refer- 
ence to  a  state  of  things  existiug  anterior  to  dte 
constitution.  When  &e  people  of  the  present 
United  States  began  to  contemplate  a  severance 
from  their  parent  State,  it  was  a  long  time 
before  they  fixed  de&iitely  tbe  name  by  whid 
they  would  lie  designated.  In  1T74,  thej  called 
themselves  "the  Colonies  and  I^vincea  ot 
North  America."  In  1776,  "the  R^rc«enta- 
tives  of  the  United  Colonies  of  North  Amer- 
ica." In  the  Declaration  of  Independane^ 
"the  Representatives  of  the  United  Bcatet 
of  America."  And  finally,  in  the  Articles  of 
Confederation,  the  style  of  the  confoderscy  ii 
declared  to  be  "  the  United  States  of  America." 
It  was  with  reference  to  the  old  artjclea  of  con- 
federation,  and  to  preserve  the  identit?  and  es- 
tablished individnalitj  of  their  character,  that 
the  preamble  to  this  conslitntiou,  not  content, 
rimplj^with  declaring  that  it  is  "  we,  the  people 
of  tne  United  States,  who  enter  into  this  coat- 
pact,  adds  that  it  is  for  "the  United  States  of 
America."  Concerning  tbe  territory  contem- 
plated by  the  people  of  the  United  6tat«s,  in 
these  genera]  terms,  there  can  be  no  dispute ; 
it  is  settled  by  iixe  treaty  of  peace,  and  indoded 
within  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  SL  Cn^  the 
lakes,  and  more  precisely,  so  flu'  as  relates  to 
the  frontier,  having  relation  to  the  present 
Bi^nment,  within  "  a  line  to  be  drawn  tiiroa^ 
the  middle  of  the  river  Missisuppi,  until  it  inter- 
sect the  northernmost  part  of  the  thirty-first  de- 
gree of  north  latdtnde  to  tlie  river  Apalaohietda, 
thenoe  along  the  middle  of  this  river  to  Its  jtmc- 
tion  witb  the  Flint  lUver,  tbenoe  stnUgbt  to  the 
head  of  the  St^  Mary's  River,  and  thenoa  down 
the  St  Mary's  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean." 

I  have  been  thns  particnlar  to  dnw  the 
minds  of  gentlemen,  distinctly,  to  the  meaning 
of  the  terms  used  in  the  preamble ;  to  the  ex- 
tent which  "  the  United  States  "  thrai  indeded ; 
and  to  the  fact  that  neither  New  Orleans  nw 
IiOiiiBiaiia  were  widiin  the  oomprehensioQ  ot 
the  terms  of  this  iustrnment  It  is  snffldent  fyr 
the  present  branch  of  my  argnment  to  say,  that 
there  is  nothing  in  the  general  nature  of  this 
compact  f^om  which  the  power  oontemplatod 
to  be  exercised  in  this  bill  results.  Cte  the  con- 
trary, as  the  introduction  of  a  new  associate  in 
poKtical  power  implies,  neoeaaarily,  a  new  di- 
vision of  power,  and  consequent  diitnnntion  rf 
the  relative  proportion  of  the  former  proprietors 
of  it;  there  can,  certainly,  be  nothing  more  ob- 
vious, than  tiiat  from  the  general  natnre  of  the 
instrument  no  power  can  result  to  diminiah  and 
give  away  to  strangers  any  proportion  of  tbe 
rights  of  the  ori^ntu  partners.  If  such  a  power 
exists,  it  must  be  foond,  then,  in  the  particular 
provisions  in  the  constitution.  The  qneetion 
arising  is,  in  which  of  these  proviaons  ia 
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given  the  power  to  admit  new  6Mte«,  b 
ereated  in  territories,  bejond  the  timits  of  tbe 
old  United  States.  If  it  eiisU  anywhere,  it  is 
either  in  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  srtiole 
of  the  coDsCitntion,  or  in  tbe  treatv-maUng 
power.  If  it  reenlt  from  neither  of  thsee,  it  is 
DOtpretended  to  be  found  aojwbere  else. 

Tbat  part  of  tbe  third  section  of  tbe  fourth 
■Tticle,  on  which  €aa  advooatos  of  this  bill  relj, 
is  the  fbllowiog:  "New  States  may  be  admit- 
ted, bj  the  Cungren,  into  this  Union;  bnt  no 
new  States  Aall  be  formed  or  erected  within 
the  Jurisdiction  of  any  other  State,  nor  any 
State  be  formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more 
States,  or  parts  of  Btates,  withont  the  conseot 
of  the  Legislaturee  of  the  States  ooncernod,  as 
well  as  of  the  CongresB."  I  know,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  the  fintclaose  of  this  perogrsph  has  been 
read,  with  all  the  snperdlioasnessof  a  grsmniB- 
rian's  trinmph.  "  New  States  may  bo  admitted, 
by  tbe  Congress,  into  this  Union."  Aocompa- 
i^ed  with  this  most  oonseqnential  inqniry  :  "  Is 
not  this  a  new  State  to  be  admitted  t  And  is 
not  here  an  express  anthorityt"  I  have  no 
donbt  this  is  a  fall  and  satjaraoton'  argoment 
to  erery  one,  who  is  content  wiui  Uie  mere 
colon  and  superfldee  of  thinga.  And  if  we 
were  now  at  the  bar  of  some  stall-fed  jostioe, 
the  inquiry  wonid  insnre  victory  to  the  maker 
of  it,  to  the  manifest  delight  of  the  oonstahles 
and  waWatv  of  his  court.  Bat,  mr,  we  are  now 
before  the  tribonol  of  the  whole  American  peo- 
ple; reasoning  concerning  their  liberties,  tlieir 
rigfata,  their  constitution.  These  are  not  to  be 
Dwde  the  victims  of  the  inevitable  obscnrity  of 

C-al  terms ;  nor  the  sport  of  verbal  criticism, 
question  is  concerning  the  intent  of  the 
American  people,  the  proprietors  of  the  old 
United  Stateo,  when  they  agreed  to  this  artdcle. 
Dictionaries  and  spelliog-books  are,  here,  of  no 
aolbority.  Keither  Johnson,  nor  Walker,  nor 
TriMter  nor  Dilworth,  has  any  voice  in  thb 
matter.  Sir,  the  question  oonoems  the  propor- 
tienof  power,  reserved  by  this  oonstitDtion,  to 
every  State  in  the  Union.  Have  the  three 
brsnchee  of  this  Government  a  right,  at  will,  to 
wtaken  and  ontweigh  the  inflnence,  respective- 
ly seeored  to  each  Stat«,  in  this  compact,  by 
btrodncing,  at  pleasnre,  new  partners,  situate 
beyond  the  old  limits  of  the  United  States? 
The  qaestion  has  not  relation  merely  to  New 
Orieana.  Tbe  great  objection  is  to  the  princi- 
pie  of  the  tdll.  If  this  bill  be  admitted,  the 
whole  space  of  Lonisiano,  greater,  it  is  said, 
thaa  the  entire  extent  of  the  old  United  States, 
will  Im  a  roigbty  theatre,  in  which  this  Govem- 
mcnt  asBQines  the  rizht  of  exercising  this  unpar- 
alleled  power.  And  it  vriil  be ;  there  is  no  oon- 
eeahnent,  it  is  intended  to  be  exerctsed.  Nor 
will  it  stop,  nntil  the  very  name  and  nature  of 
the  old  partners  be  overwhelmed  by  new  oom- 
eriinto  the  Confederaoy.  Sir,  the  questiongoes 
to  tbe  very  root  of  the  power  and  influence  of 
the  present  members  of  this  Union.  The  real 
intent  of  this  article  is,  therefore,  on  inquiry  of 
nion  serious  import ;  and  is  to  be  settled  <wty 


by  a  recurrence  to  the  known  history  and 
known  relations  of  this  people  and  their  oon- 
BtitnUon.  These,  I  maintain,  support  this  posi- 
tion: that  the  terms  *'new  States,"  in  this  ar- 
ticle, do  intend  new  political  sovereignties, to  be 
formed  within  the  original  limits  of  the  United 
States;  and  do  not  intend  new  political  sov- 
ereignties with  territorial  annexations,  to  be 
erected  withant  the  original  limits  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  I  nnderlake  to  support  both  branches 
of  this  position  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people 
of  these  United  States.  As  to  any  expectation  of 
conviction  on  this  fioor,  I  know  die  nature  of  the 
ground ;  and  how  hopeless  any  arguments  ore, 
which  thwart  a  concerted  coarse  of  measnres. 

I  recur,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  evidenoe  of 
history.  This  furnishes  the  following  leading 
fact :  that  before,  and  at  the  tinge  of  the  adop- 
tion of  this  constitution,  the  creation  of  new 
political  sovereignties  within  the  limits  of  the 
old  United  States  was  contemplated.  Among 
the  records  of  the  old  Congress  will  be  fonnd  a 
resolntion,  passed  as  long  ago  as  the  10th  day 
of  October,  1T80,  contemplating  the  cession  (^ 
nnappropriatad  lands  to  the  Unilod  States,  ao- 
oompanied  by  a  provision  that  "  they  shsll  be 
disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  be  settled  and  formed  into  dis- 
tinct Republican  States,  whioh  shall  become 
members  of  the  Federal  Union,  and  have  the 
same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  inde- 
pendence, as  the  other  States."  Afterward,  on 
the  7th  of  Jnly,  1788,  the  subject  of  "  laying 
out  and  forming  into  States  "  the  country  lying 
northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  came  ander  the 
consideration  of  the  same  body ;  and  another 
resolution  was  saaaed  recommending  to  the 
Legislatnre  of  Virginia  to  revise  their  act  of 
ces^on,  so  as  to  permit  a  more  eli^ble  diviuon 
of  that  portion  of  territorv  derived  from  her; 
"which  States,"  it  proceeds  to  declare,  "shell 
hereafter  beoome  members  of  the  Federal 
Union,  and  have  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty. 
fteedom,  and  independence,  as  the  original 
States,  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of 
Congress  of  the  10th  of  October,  1780."  All 
the  Territories  to  which  these  resolationa  had 
reference,  were  nndeniably  within  the  ancient 
limits  of  the  United  States. 

Here,  then,  is  a  leading  fitot,  that  the  ortiole 
in  the  constitution  had  a  condition  of  things, 
notorions  at  the  time  when  it  was  adopted, 
□pon  which  it  was  to  act,  and  to  meet  the  exi- 
genoy  resolting  from  which,  snob  an  artiole  was 
requisite.  That  is  to  say :  new  States,  within 
the  limits  of  the  United  States,  were  cont«m- 
plated  at  the  time  when  the  foondations  of  the 
constitotion  were  laid.  But  we  have  another 
authority  upon  this  point,  whioh  is,  in  truth,  a 
cotemporaneooB  exposition  of  thb  article  of  the 
constitntion.  I  allude  to  the  resolntioo,  passed  cm 
the  8d  of  Jnly,  1768,  in  the  words  following: 
[Hen  the  raulntioD  was  nad.] 

In  this  resolttUon  of  the  old  Congress,  it  is 
expressly  declared,  tbat  the  Constitadon  of  the 
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United  States  hsTiiiK  been  adopted  bj  nine 
Btatea,  &n  act  of  tlie  old  CoDgreu  oonld  have  no 
.effect  to  m&ke  Eentncbj  a  separate  member  of 
the  Uaion,  aod  that,  although  they  tltonght  it 
expedient  that  It  ahoold  be  ao  admitted,  jet  that 
tbia  oonld  only  be  done  mider  the  provisitHia 
made  in  the  new  ooncititntioD.  It  ia  Lmpoasihie 
to  have  a  more  direct  oontemporaiteoas  evi- 
dence tliat  the  case  ooatemplated  in  this  article 
was  that  of  the  Territories  within  the  limits  of 
tJie  United  Btatee;   vet  the  ^tleman  from 
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North  Carolina,  (Hr-  UaooxO  mt  whose  int«p 
rit7  and  independenoe  I  have  very  great  respeoL 
bJd ns  the  oUier  day,  that  "if  this  article  had 
not  territoriee  within  the  limits  of  the  old 
United  Btatea  to  act  npon,  it  would  be  wbdly 
withont  meaning.  BeoaoM  the  ordinance  of 
the  old  Congress  had  seoared  the  right  to  the 
States  within  the  old  United  States,  and  a  pro- 
vision ibr  that  object,  in  the  new  ooDstitntion, 
was  wholly  nnneceseary."  Now,  I  will  ^ipeal 
to  the  gentleman's  own  candor,  if  the  very  re- 
verse of  the  conclonon  he  drawB  is  not  the  tnie 
one,  after  he  has  ooDMdered  the  (bllowiog  fact: 
Thu,  by  tbia  ordinance  of  the  old  Congress,  it 
was  declared,  that  the  boundaries  of  the  con- 
templated States,  and  the  temia  of  their  admis- 
sion, should  be,  in  certain  particiilarB,  qiedfied 
in  the  ordinance,  subject  to  the  contr<d  of  Oon- 
gresi.  Now,  as  by  the  new  conatitndon  the 
old  Congrexs  was  abont  to  be  annihilated,  it  was 
Bbsolul«Iy  necessuy  for  the  very  folfllment  of 
this  ordinance,  that  the  new  oonstitation  shonld 
have  this  power  for  the  admission  of  new  States 
within  tlie  andent  limits,  so  that  the  ordinance 
of  the  old  CoDgrees,  far  irom  showing  the  ina- 
tility  of  soch  a  provision  (or  the  Territories 
within  the  ancient  limits,  expressly  prorea  the 
reverse,  and  is  an  evidence  of  its  neoessi^  to 
efibct  the  object  of  tbe  ordinance  itself. 

I  think  there  con  be  no  more  satisbotoiy  evi- 
dence adduced  or  required  of  the  first  pert  of 
the  positioo,  that  the  terms  "new  Btstes  "  did 
intend  new  political  sovereignties  within  the 
limits  of  the  old  United  States.  For  it  is  here 
shown,  that  tixa  creation  of  snob  Btatea,  within 
the  territorial  limits  fixed  by  the  treaty  of  1T88, 
had  been  contemplated;  that  the  old  Congress 
itself  expressly  asserts  that  the  new  oonstitntjon 
gave  the  power  for  that  object ;  that  the  nature 
of  the  old  ordinance  reqnirad  snch  a  power,  for 
the  pnrpose  of  carrying  its  provisionB  into  effeot, 
and  that  it  has  been  from  the  Ume  <|f  the  adop- 
tion of  the  federal  oonsUtntion,  nnto  this  hoar, 
Bpplied  eiolosively  to  the  admisdon  of  Btatei, 
within  the  limits  of  the  old  United  States,  and 
was  never  attempted  to  be  extended  to  any 
otiier  oUect 

Now,  having  shown  a  pnrpose,  at  the  time  of 
the  adoption  of  the  Conelitntion  of  the  United 
Btatea,  safficient  to  occupy  tlie  whole  scope  of 
the  terras  of  the  article,  ongbt  not  the  evidence 
be  very  strong  to  satisfy  the  mind,  that  the 
t«ms  really  intended  something  elsk  besides 
this  obvions  purpose ;  that  it  may  be  uurly  ex- 
tended to  the  entire  cirole  of  llie  globe,  wherever 


title  oan  be  obtained  by  porchase,  or  wmqwat, 
and  the  new  partners  in  the  politiciL  poirer  nuy 
be  admitted  at  tbe  muw  discretion  of  thii  Le- 
gialatnre,  any  where  that  it  wills.  A  pnna{ik 
thns  monstrons  is  asserted  in  this  bilL. 

But  I  think  it  may  be  mode  satiB&ctoritf  lo 
appear  not  only  that  the  terms  "  new  SUtu' 
in  this  article  did  mean  p<diticalsoT«eigntiMtc 
be  formed  within  the  origin^  linuta  of  the 
United  States,  aa  has  just  been  shown,  bnt,  dxL 
negatively,  that  it  did  not  intend  new  poliiial 
Mverugntiee,  with  territorial  annexation^  tt 
be  oreated  withont  those  original  linuU  Tin 
sppean  first  tcom  the  very  tenor  of  the  inkk 
All  ita  limitationB  have  re^>ect  to  tbe  crtsliin 
of  States  within  the  original  limits  Two 
Statee  shall  not  be  joined ;  no  new  Sute  shill 
be  erected  within  the  jurisdiction  ot  any  aOie 
State,  withont  the  consent  of  the  Li^ttarm 
ot  the  States  concerned  aa  well  as  atCauBm. 
Now,  had  for«gn  territories  been  oonlemjMK^ 
bad  the  new  h^ts,  oashMna,  mannera,  and  In- 
gnage  of  other  nations  been  in  the  idea  of  tbi 
fhunere  of  this  coustitntion,  woold  not  eom 
limitation  have  been  devised,  to  goard  sgiiait 
theabnse  of  a  power,  in  its  nataresaoDoiBO^ 
and  BO  obviously,  when  it  ocenired,  ctknlMed 
to  ezdte  jnst  JmIodst  among  tbe  Statea,  whoM 
relative  wei^t  would  be  so  essentiilly  aSottti 
by  snch  an  infnncai  at  once  of  a  mass  itf  fbc 
signers  into  thedr  Councils,  and  into  all  tbe 
rights  of  the  oonntry  ?  The  wont  ol  iS  limita- 
tion of  snch  power  would  be  a  strong  erideDM, 
were  Others  wanting  that  the  powers,  sov 
abont  to  be  ex^rciaed,  never  entered  into  tbe 
imagination  oi  those  thoogbtftd  and  presdenl 
men,  who  ooustmcted  the  fabric.  But  tbore  ia 
another  mcrt  powerful  argument  ogaioet  tit 
extmnon  of  this  article  to  unbrace  the  ri^tc 
create  Blatea  withont  the  ori^nal  limib  «  Oe 
United  States,  dedndble  from  the  atterdeiM 
of  an  debates  at  the  period  of  the  adopttoa  <f 
the  Federal  Oonstitntion,  toudui^  the  pe*'' 
bare  proposed  to  be  nsnrped.  If  ever  tbm 
was  a  time  in  which  the  ingenoity  of  ihegw^ 
est  men  of  an  age  waa  taxed  to  md  ar|raM^ 
in  &vor  of  and  against  any  pcditioal  nwasvft  it 
was  at  the  time  of  tbe  adoption  ot  this  moM^ 
tntion.  All  the  facnltiee  of  the  homaa  ■» 
were,  on  the  one  ade  and  the  otiter,  pat  que 
their  ntmoet  stretch,  to  find  the  real  ud  inir 
inory  Ueedngs  or  evils,  likely  to  reeutt  fnv 
the  proposed  meaaure.  Now  I  caU  npon  Ae 
advocates  of  this  bill  to  point  ont,  in  all  tie  »■ 
bates  of  that  period  in  any  one  pnblioitioii)  u 
any  one  newen^wr  of  those  times,  a  od^  ^ 
by  friend  orfoe  to  tiie  o 


a{iproving  or  oeDsnring  it  t~  —- ^^ 

power  here  proposed  to  be  nanrped,  ora  nv* 
suggestion  that  it  mi|^t  be  extcmded  to  sncb  u 
olfject  aa  Is  now  proposed.  I  do  not  "J™ 
no  anch  snggeetion  was  ever  mode.  But  tw  1 
will  say  that  I  do  not  believe  there  is  saw  » 
one  any  where  to  be  fonnd.  Certain  I  »iOi ' 
have  never  been  able  to  mee*  tiM  shadov  tf 
■onh  a  saggestion,  ood  I  have  made  no  uwa- 
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nderaUe  research  upon  tbe  point.  Sncb  inaj 
eikt — but  nntil  it  tw  prodoDed,  we  have  a  ri^l 
to  reason  u  though  it  had  no  edBtence.  No, 
■ir.  The  people  of  this  oonntr?  at  that  day  had 
no  idea  of  the  territorial  avidilf  of  tbeif  boo- 
ceHora.  It  wag,  on  the  oontrer;',  an  argument^ 
urged  aguDst  the  encoeos  of  the  project,  that  the 
territory  was  too  extensive  for  a  republic 
fann  of  goTerument.  Bat,  now  there  ia 
fimita  to  our  ambitioiu  hopes.  We  are  about  to 
cnwi  the  Hiwissippi.  The  IGssonri  and  Bed 
IUtct  are  bat  roads,  on  which  our  imagination 
travds  to  new  lands  and  new  States  to  be  raised 
■nd  admitted  (onder  the  power,  now  first  nsorp- 
ed)  into  this  Union,  among  ondiseovBred  lands 
in  the  west.  Bat  it  hu  been  snggeated  that  the 
Oonvention  had  Canada  in  view,  in  this  article, 
and  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  told 
tiiia  Eooae,  that  a  member  of  the  Oonvention, 
as  I  onderstood  him,  either  now,  or  lately  a 
member  of  the  Senate,  informed  liim  that  the 
article  had  that  reference.  Sir,  I  have  no  donbt 
tiie  g«ntlen)an  trom  North  Carolina  has  had 
eommmucation  snch  as  he  intimatee.  Bnt,  far 
mjael^  I  have  no  sort  of  faith  in  these  conve- 
nient  leoollectionH.BQitedtcserreBtnm,  tofor- 
lueh  an  apology  fur  a  party,  or  give  color  to  a 
project,  I  do  not  deny,  on  the  contrary  I  l>e- 
lieTe  it  very  probable,  that  among  the  coor^nge 
of  acane  disoorsive  and  craving  fancy,  sn^ 
thoughts  m^ht  be  started;  bat  that  is  not  the 
qnestiOTi-  Was  this  an  avowed  object  in  the 
CmTention  when  it  formed  tliis  article  t  Did 
it  enter  into  the  conception  of  the  people  when 
ila  principles  were  diaonned )  Sir,  h  did  not,  it 
eoold  not  Tbe'veryinCentionwonldltavebeen 
a  di^raoe  both  to  this  people  and  the  Oonves- 
tioa.  Whol,  sir !  Shall  it  be  intimated ;  shall 
it  for  a  moment  be  admitted,  that  the  noblest 
and  pnreat  band  of  patriots  this  or  any  other 
•onntry  ever  oonid  twost,  were  engaged  in 
maohintfing  means  for  the  dismemberment  of 
the  territories  of  a  power  to  which  they  had 
idadged  frienddiip,  and  the  observance  of  oil 
the  obligations  which  grow  out  ot.  a  Btrict  and 
perfect  amity  I  1%e  honor  of  onr  country  for- 
bida  and  'iiaHain.  mch  a  so^eetion. 

Bnt  there  is  an  annunent  stronger,  even,  than 
an  those  which  have  been  product  to  be  drawn 
framthenatoreoflhepowerhereprDpoeedtobe 
exercised.  Is  it  posaUe  that  each  a  power,  if 
It  had  been  intended  to  be  given  bj  the  people, 
ihonld  be  kft  dependent  npon  the  effect  of  gen- 


anather  sobject ;  to  a  par- 
Dl«m[datedBtthetime)    Bir, 


ooaly  applicable  ti 
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^ngaUtheno- 
pettion  of  the  weight  and  infloenoe  poaseeNd  by 
the  potent  eovendgotiee  coznporing  this  TTnion. 
A  Btmnger  is  to  be  Introdnced  to  an  e^nal 
■hara,  witbont  tfaor  ornuent.  Upon  a  prinoiple, 
IM«t«ided  to  be  dedneed  from  the  constitntion 
— tUi  Oovemment,  alter  this  bill  passes,  may 
sod  will  multiply  foreign  partners  in  power,  at 
its  own  mere  motirai  {  at  its  irresponaLlde  pleas- 


ure; in  other  words,  as  local  interests,  party 
passions,  or  ambitioos  views  may  safest.  It  is 
a  power  that,  irom  its  nature,  never  could  be 
delegated ;  never  was  delegated ;  .  and  as  it 
breuB  down  all  the  proportions  of  power  gnar- 
antied  by  the  oonabtntion  to  the  States,  upon 
whioh  t^eir  essential  security  depends,  utterly 
annihilates  the  moral  force  of  this  political  con- 
tract. Would  this  people,  so  wisely  vigilant 
oonoeming  their  right^  have  transferred  to 
Congress  a  power  to  balance,  at  i\a  will,  the  po- 
litioid  weight  of  any  one  State,  mnoh  more  of 
all  the  States,  by  sothoriTing  It  to  create  new 
States  at  itfi  pleasure,  in  foreign  countries,  not 
pretended  to  be  within  the  scope  of  the  conati- 
tntion  or  the  conception  of  the  people,  at  the 
dme  of  passing  it } 

This  IS  not  so  mnch  a  question  concerning 
the  eseroise  of  sovereign^,  as  it  ia  who  shall  be 
sovereign.  Whether  the  proprietors  of  thegood 
old  United  States  shall  manage  their  own  a&rs 
in  their  own  way ;  or  whether  thev,  and  their 
oonstitntion,  and  tiieir  political  rights,  shall  be 
trampled  under  foot  by  foreigners  introduced 
throngh  a  breach  of  the  constitution.  The  pro- 
portjon  of  the  [wlitical  weight  of  each  sovereign 
State,  oonBtitnting  this  Union,  depends  npon  ^e 
nnnilier  of  the  States  which  have  a  voice  under 
the  oompaot.  This  number  the  constitution 
permits  us  to  moltiplv  at  pleasure,  within  the 
limits  of  the  ori^nal  United  States;  observing 
only  the  expreesed  limitations  in  the  oonstitu- 
tion.  Bnt  when  in  order  to  increase  your 
power  of  aogmenting  this  number  you  pass  the 
old  limits,  yon  are  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the 
constitntion  in  a iWlamental point;  andinont^ 
also,  which  is  totally  inoonsiHtent  with  the  in- 
tent  of  the  contract  and  the  safety  of  the  Btates 
which  established  the  assodation.  What  is  the 
practical  difierence  to  the  old  partners,  whether 
they  hold  their  liberties  at  the  will  of  a  master, 
or  whether,  by  admitting  exterior  States  on  an 
eqnal  footing  with  the  ori^al  States,  arbiters 
are  constituted,  who  by  availing  themselves  of 
the  contrariety  of  interests  and  views  which  in 
such  a  ooofederooy  neoeesarily  will  arise,  hold 
the  balanoe  among  tiie  parties  which  exist  and 
govern  us,  by  throwing  themselves  into  the  scale 
most  oonfonnable  to  their  purposes!  In  both 
oases  there  is  an  effective  deapotiam.  But  the 
last  ia  the  more  galling,  as  we  carry  the  chain 

tiie  name  and  gait  of  freemen. 

I  have  thoB  shown,  and  whether  &irly,  I  am 
willing  to  be  Judged  by  the  sound  discretion  of 
the  American  people,  that  the  powerj  proposed 
to  be  Qsurped,  in  this  bill,  results  neilJier  fh>m 
the  goieriu  nature,  nor  the  particular  provisions, 
oTtheFeder^Ootietitution;  and  that  it  is  apal- 
pable  violation  of  it  in  a  Amdomeotal  point ; 
wbwoe  flow  all  the  couaequences  I  have  inti- 

The  present  Preddent  of  the  Tnited  States, 
when  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention  fbr 
adopting  the  constitation,  expressly  declares 
that  the  treaty-making  power  has  lliuitations ; 
and  he  states  this  oi  one,  "  that  it  cannot  alicn- 
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ate  aay  esgeotjal  ri^t."  Now,  ia  not  here  an 
«EseDtiaI  rigbt  to  be  glienatadt  The  right  to 
that  proportion  of  political  power  whicn  the 
ooDstitutioD  haa  eecared  toaverj  State,  modified 
onl;  b;  Buoh  internal  increase  of  States  as  the 
existing  limits  of  the  Territories  at  the  time  of 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution  permitted.  The 
debates  of  that  period  chieflj  tamed  upon  the 
competency  of  this  power  to  bargain  away  anj 
of  the  old  StatM.  It  was  agreed,  at  that  time, 
that  by  this  power  old  States  within  the  andent 
limits  conld  not  be  sold  from  na.  And  I  maiu- 
taia  that,  by  it,  new  States  without  the  ancient 
limits  cannot  i»  saddled  npon  ns.  It 
agreed,  at  ttat  time,  that  the  treaty-making 
power ''  oonld  not  ont  off  a  limb."  And  1  mun- 
t^io,  that  neither  baa  it  the  competency  to  clap 
a  hnmp  opon  our  shonldera.  The  fair  propor- 
tions devued  by  the  constdtntion  are  in  both 
cases  marred,  and  the  fate  and  felicity  of  the 
political  being,  in  material  particniars,  related 
tA  the  essence  of  his  conslitotioTi,  affected.  It 
was  never  pretended,  by  the  most  enthtwiastio 
advocates  for  the  extent  of  the  treaty-makiag 
power,  that  it  exceeded  tliat  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain.  Yet,  T  aak,  snppoae  that  mon- 
arch should  make  a  treaty,  stipulating  that 
Hanover  or  Eindostan  shotild  have  a  right  of 
representation  on  tiie  floor  of  Parliament,  would 
such  a  treaty  be  binding?  No,  sir;  not,  as  I 
believe,  if  a  House  of  Commons  and  of  Lords 
could  be  fonnd  venal  enongh  to  agree  to  it. 
But  although  in  that  country  the  three  branohee 
of  ita  legislature  are  called  omnipotent,  and  the 
people  might  not  deem  themselveH  Juatified  in 
resistance,  yet  here  there  ia  no  apology  of  this 
kind ;  the  limits  of  onr  power  are  distinctly 
mailed;  and  when  the  three  branches  of  this 
Government  nsnrp  upon  this  coostitatdon  in  par- 
ticulars vital  to  the  liberties  of  this  people,  the 
deed  is  at  thetr  peril. 

I  have  done  with  the  oonstitntional  argnment 
"Whether  I  have  bean  able  to  convince  any  mem- 
ber of  this  Honse,  I  am  ignorant— I  had  almost 
said  indifferent.  Bnt  this  I  will  not  say,  be- 
oanse  I  am,  indeed,  deeply  anxious  to  prevent 
the  passage  of  this  bilL  Of  this  I  am  certain, 
however,  that  when  the  diasension  of  this  day 
is  passed  away,  when  party  spirit  shall  no  long- 
er prevent  the  people  of  the  United  States  from 
looking  at  the  prmciple  assumed  in  it,  inde- 
pendent of  gross  and  deceptive  attachments  and 
antipathies,  that  the  groimd  here  defended  will 
be  acknowledged  as  a  high  oonstitntional  bnl- 
wark,  and  that  the  principles  here  advanced 
will  be  appreciated. 

I  will  add  one  word,  toncbing  the  titnation 
of  New  Orleans.  The  proviaon  of  the  treaty 
of  1B08,  which  stipulates  that  it  shell  be  "  ad- 
mitted as  soon  as  possible,"  doee  not  therefore 
imply  a  violation  of  the  oonstitution.  -  There 
are  ways  in  which  this  may  constitutionally  be 
effected — by  an  amendment  of  the  constitntion, 
or  by  reference  to  conventions  of  the  people  in 
the  States.  And  I  do  suppose,  that,  in  relation 
to  the  objects  of  the  present  bill,  (with  the  peo- 
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pie  of  New  Orleans,)  no  great  difficnlly  would 
arise.  Considered  as  an  important  acconnnodA- 
tion  to  the  Western  States,  there  would  be  no 
violent  objection  to  the  measnre.  Bat  tliia 
wotdd  not  answer  all  the  prqjscta  to  which  the 
principle  of  this  bill,  when  onoe  admitted,  leads, 
and  ia  intended  to  be  a;^lied.  The  whole  ex- 
tent of  Lonieiana  is  to  be  cnt  np  into  indepe&d- 
eot  States,  to  ooimterbalance  and  to  paralyze 
whatever  there  is  of  influence  in  other  qnarten 
of  the  Unioa.  Bnch  a  power,  I  un  well  awai« 
that  the  people  of  (be  States  wotdd  never  grant 
yon.  And  therefore,  if  you  get  it,  the  only 
way  is  by  the  mode  adopted  in  this  bill — bj 
nsnrpation. 

The  oljjection  here  urged  is  not  a  new  one. 
I  refer  with  great  delicacy  to  the  course  par- 
sued  by  any  member  c^  the  other  branch  of  tha 
L«^1atnre ;  yet  I  have  it  from  such  anthority 
that  I  have  an  entire  belief  of  the  fact,  that  our 
present  Minister  in  Russia,  then  a  member  itf 
that  body,  when  the  Lonifflana  treaty  waa  nn- 
der  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  althoa^ 
he  was  in  favor  of  the  treaty,  yet  expreaaed 
great  doubts  on  the  ground  of  oonstitntionalit^, 
in  relation  to  otir  control  over  the  destinies  of 
that  people,  and  the  manner  and  the  principle* 
on  which  they  conld  be  admitted  into  the  UnioDu 
And  it  does  appear  that  he  made  two  several 
motions  in  that  body,  having  for  their  otiject, 
as  avowed,  and  as  g^ered  from  tbdr  ItatIln^ 
an  alteration  in  the  constitntion,  to  enaUe  ns 
to  comply  with  the  atiptUationi  of  that  cuiTeo- 
tion, 

I  will  add  only  a  few  words  in  relation  to  tba 
moral  and  political  consequences  of  usurping 
this  power.  I  have  said,  that  it  woald  be  ■ 
virtnal  dissolution  of  the  Union ;  and  gentiem^t 
express  great  een^bility  at  the  eipres^n.  Bnt 
the  tme  source  of  terror  is  not  the  dedaratioa 
I  have  made,  but  the  deed  yon  propose.  Sa 
there  a  moral  principle  of  public  Jaw  better  s^- 
tied,  or  more  conformable  to  the  plainest  sngb- 
geations  of  reason,  titan  that  the  violation  of  a 
contract  by  one  of  the  parties  may  be  eon^er- 
ed  aa  exempting  the  other  from  its  obligations  t 
Suppose,  in  private  life,  thirteen  form  a  partn^- 
ship,  and  ten  of  them  undertake  to  admit  a  new 
partner  without  the  concurrence  of  the  other 
three,  would  it  not  be  at  their  option  to  aban- 
don the  partnership,  after  so  palpable  an  infringe- 
ment of  their  rights  ?  How  much  more,  in  the 
political  partnership,  where  the  admisBioa  d 
new  associates,  without  previous  authority,  is 
so  pregnant  with  obvious  dangers  and  evils  1 
Agein :  it  ia  settied  as  a  principle  of  m<»rality, 
among  writers  on  pabUo  law,  that  no  perscn 
can  be  obliged,  beyond  his  intent  at  the  time  of 
the  contract.  Now,  who  believes,  trho  ^re 
asaert,  that  it  was  the  iutmition  of  the  peo^Ja, 
when  they  adopted  this  constitntion,  to  asdgn, 
eventually,  to  New  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  a 
portion  of  their  political  power,  and  to  inreA 
all  the  people  those  extennve  redone  might 
hereafter  contain  with  an  authority  over  them- 
selves  and  thdr  descendonta  1    When  you  tiirow 
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th«  weight  of  LoDisiBna  into  the  scale,  jon  de- 
stroy the  political  equipoise  cont«mp1ated  at  the 
time  nf  forming  tbe  cootract.  Cea  any  man 
venture  to  affirm  that  the  people  did  intend 
Roch  a  comprehension  as  jou  now,  bv  conatmc' 
tion,  give  it;  or  can  it  be  concealed  that,  be- 
joDd  iiB  fair  and  acknowledged  intent,  anoh  a 
compftot  has  no  moral  force  t  If  gentlemen  are 
so  alarmed  at  the  bare  mention  of  the  conae- 
queocea,  let  them  abandon  a  meaaare  which 
sooner  or  later  will  prodnce  them.  How  long 
before  the  aeede  of  discontent  will  ripen,  no 
man  can  foretell ;  bnt  it  is  the  port  of  wisdom 
not  to  multiplj  or  scatter  them.  Do  vou  snp- 
poae  the  people  of  the  Northern  and  Atlantic 
States  will,  or  onght  to,  look  on  with  patience 
and  see  Representativeg  and  Senators  from  the 
Bed  river  and  mssonri  pouring  themselves  npon 
this  and  the  other  floor,  managing  the  concerns 
c^  a  seaboard  flfleen  hundred  milee  at  least 
from  their  residence,  and  having  a  preponder- 
aocy  in  conncik,  into  which,  constitutionallj, 
diej  could  never  have  been  admitted  ?  I  have 
no  hesitation  upon  this  point.  Tbej  neither 
will  see  it,  nor  onght  to  see  it,  with  content. 
It  is  the  part  of  a  wise  man  to  foresee  danger, 
and  to  hide  himself.  This  great  nsurpation, 
which  creeps  into  this  House  under  the  plansi- 
ble  appehranee  of  g^viog  content  to  that  impor- 
tant point.  New  Orleans,  starts  ap  a  gigantic 
power  to  control  the  nation.  Upon  the  actual 
condition  of  things,  there  is,  there  can  be,  no 
need  of  concealmenL  It  is  apparent  to  the 
blindest  vision.  By  the  conrse  of  nature,  and 
conformable  to  the  acknowledged  principles  of 
the  constitution,  the  Boeptre  of  power  in  this 
«om>try  is  passing  towards  the  North-west  Bit, 
there  is  to  this  no  objection.  The  righl  belongs 
to  that  quarter  of  the  country ;  enjo;  it ;  it  is 
joan.  Use  the  powers  granted  as  jon  please ; 
bat  take  care,  in  jour  haste  after  effectual  do- 
minion, not  to  overload  the  scales  by  heaping 
it  with  these  new  acquisitions.  Grasp  not  too 
eagerij  at  jonr  purpose.  In  jour  speed  after 
nnoontroUed  swaj,  trample  not  down  this  oon- 
Btitolion.  Alreadj  the  old  States  sink  in  the 
estimation  of  members,  when  brought  into  com- 
parison with  these  new  conntriee.  We  have 
been  told  that  "  New  Orleans  was  die  most  im- 
portant point  in  the  Union."  A  place  ont  of 
(he  Union  the  moat  important  place  within  it  I 
We  have  been  asked,  "  What  are  some  of  the 
maQ  States  when  compared  with  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory!"  Hie  gentleman  from  that 
Territory  (Mr.  Poindsxtbb)  spoke  the  other 
day  of  tbe  Missisaippi  as  "  of  a  high  rood  be- 
tween"  .    Good  heavens,  between  what, 

Ur.  Speaker?  Why,  "the  Eastern  and  West- 
em  States."  80  that  all  the  North-western 
Territories,  all  the  coimtries  once  t^  extreme 
veatem  boundary  of  onr  Union,  are  hereafter 
to  be  denominated  £aatem  States. 

[Mr.  PoiNDXXTKs  explained.  He  s^d  that 
he  bod  not  said  that  the  Mississippi  was  to  be 
tbe  bonndary  between  the  Eastern  and  Western 
Btates.    He'hadmerelythrownoutahiDt,that, 
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in  erecting  new  States,  it  might  be  a  good  htoh- 
road  between  the  States  on  its  watera.  £Us 
idea  had  not  extended  beyond  the  new  States, 
on  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi.] 

I  make  no  ereat  point  of  this  matter.  The 
gentleman  will  find,  in  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer, tbe  terms  to  which  I  refer.  There  will 
be  seen,  I  presome,  what  he  has  said,  and  what 
he  has  not  said.  The  argument  is  not  affected 
by  the  explanation.  New  States  are  intended 
to  be  formed  beyond  tbe  Mississippi.  There  is 
no  limit  to  men  s  Imaginations,  on  this  sul^eot, 
sh«rt  of  California  and  Columbia  river.  When 
I  said  that  the  bill  wonld  justify  a  revolution, 
and  would  produce  it,  I  spoke  of  its  principle 
and  its  practical  consequences.  To  this  prind- 
pie  and  those  consequences.  I  would  call  the 
attention  of  this  Honae  ana  nation.  If  it  be 
about  to  introduce  a  condition  of  things  abso- 
Intely  insupportable,  it  becomes  wise  and  hon- 
est men  to  anticipate  the  evil,  and  to  warn  and 
prepare  the  people  against  the  event.  1  have 
-'- -     -  the  subject.     The  extension  of 


yond  the  Missisdppi.  cAnot,  will  not,  and  ought 
not  to  be  borne.  Apd  tbe  sooner  tbe  people 
contemplate  the  unavoidable  result,  the  better; 
the  more  likely  that  convnlsioDa  may  be  pre- 
vented ;  the  more  hope  that  the  evus  may  be 
palliated  or  removed. 

Mr.  Speaker :  What  is  this  Hberty  of  which 
so  much  is  said  t  Is  it  to  walk  about  this  earth, 
to  breathe  this  ur,  and  to  partake  the  common 
blessings  of  God's  providence)  Thebeastsofthe 
fleld  and  the  birds  of  tbe  air  unite  with  us  in 
such  privileges  as  these.  Bnt  man  boasta  a 
purer  aod  more  ethereal  temperature.  Ss 
mind  grasps  in  its  view  thepaat  and  tbe  future, 
as  well  as  the  present.  We  live  not  for  our- 
selves alone.  That  which  we  call  liberty,  is 
that  principle  on  which  the  essential  secnrity  of 
our  pohticsl  condition  depends.  It  results  from 
the  limitations  of  onr  pohtical  system,  prescrib- 
ed in  the  constitntjon.  Theee  limitations,  so 
long  as  they  are  futhfnlly  observed,  maintain 
order,  peace,  and  safety.  When  they  are  vio- 
lated in  essential  particulars,  all  the  concurrent 
spheres  of  authority  rush  against  each  other, 
and  disorder,  derangement,  and  convulsion  are, 
sooner  or  later,  the  necessary  consequenceB. 

With  respect  to  this  love  of  our  Union,  con- 
cerning which  so  much  sensibility  is  expressed, 
I  have  no  iiear  about  analyzing  its  nature.  There 
is  in  it  nothing  of  mystery.  It  depends  upon 
the  qoalitiee  of  thu  Union,  and  it  results  from 
its  enectaupon  our  and  our  country's  happiness. 
It  is  valned  for  "  that  sober  certainty  of  waking 
bliss"  which  it  enables  us  to  realize.  It  grows 
ODt  of  tbe  affections,  and  has  not,  and  cannot 
be  made  to  have,  any  thing  universal  in  its  na- 
ture. Sir,  I  confess  it,  the  iirst  public  love  of 
my  heart  is  the  commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts.   Ibereismy  firetide;  there  are  the  tombs 

»  Low  lies  that  land,  yet  bleat  with  fniilftil  norea, 
Stnog  Bie  her  •ona,  Uwn^  Mokj  an  her  ihore* ; 
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And  none,  ah  I  none,  •»  lovely  to  mj  dgh^ 
Of  an  tbc  Imnda  vhiok  hMTm  o'tOfmtit  vitli  11^* 
The  lore  of  this  Union  erowa  out  of  diis  at- 
tochtneiit  to  1117  natJTe  boi^  and  is  rooted  in  it. 
I  cherish  it,  beconse  it  affords  the  beat  external 
hope  of  bar  peaoe,  her  proaperitj',  her  independ- 


the  people  <^  New  Orleans,  bat  traai 
convictioa  that  it  ccmtaioa  a  principle 
patible  with  the  libertiea  and  aafot;  of  my 
country      I  have  no  oonoealmeot  of  my  opinion. 
The  bill,  if  it  paasee,  ia  a  death-blow  to  the  <   - 
atitntion.    It  may,  afterwards,  linger;  bnt 
gering,  its  fate  will,  at  no  very  distant  period, 


TmDA.T,  Jannaiy  IS. 
OrleMM  Territory. 

The  Hooae  resomed  the  oonddwatlon  of  the 
UU  anthoriidng  the  people  of  Orleana  Territory 
to  elect  a  convention  to  form  a  oonadtntion  pre- 
paratory to  its  admisdon  into  theUnkwasafree 
and  independent  State — Ur.  Qdikot'b  motion  tor 
indefinitepostponement  sttll  nud^  oonaideratton . 

Mr.  Wbioht, — Sir,  this  bill  is  not  in  my 
iddgment.  a  violation  of  the  constitabcai,  nor 
have  1  a  fear  that  it  ia  fraught  witb  those  dire- 
flil  consequences  with  which  the  gentleman  from 
UassacbusettB  (Ur.  QmiKrt)  threatens  ns.  It 
will  neither  joatify  a  dissolntitm  of  the  Union, 
nor  lead  any  oitisen  attached  to  1^  even  ami<!A- 
bly,  mnch  less  forcibly,  to  the  oonteraplation  of 
H,  notwithstanding  Qte  predictiona  4rf  t^t  gen- 
tleman. That  we  are  antfaorized  to  erect  new 
Statef^  I  win  prove  both  by  theory  and  prac- 
tice, and  for  that  purpose  I  will  first  invit«  yonr 
attention  to  the  articlee  of  Confederation.  By 
one  sectjon  it  ia  txpremly  declared  that  Oanada 
may  be  permitted  to  enjoy  all  the  benefita  ot 
the  Confederation  on  the  same  terms  wilb  the 
other  Stetes  of  the  Union.  The  thirteen  States 
nnder  this  Confederstioa  omtdueted  themaelvea 
aafely  through  the  war ;  bnt  finding  in  17S7, 
that  their  reqalsitions  had  not  been  duly  re- 
epeoted,  and  OtsX  New  York  had  rdeeted  some 
neoeasBiy  commercial  regutstiona,  whereby  their 
fiscal  aSatn  were  deranged,  Congreea,  by  a  res- 
olution, resolved  that  a  convention  of  BtaCce 
shonld  be  held  for  tlie  express  purpose  of 
amending  the  articlea  of  Confederation.  Under 
this  resolntion  the  Convention  met,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  form  the  present  constitution,  'nins 
it  will  appear  that  Uiey  were  to  form  the  new 
oonstitntion  not  tapari  maUria,  bnt  ont  of  the 
veiy  materiala  of  the  Confederation. 

As  ft  conclnsive  evidence,  yon  vrill  find  a  num- 
ber of  the  articles  in  each  instrument  literally 
or  anbstantially  the  same,  and  thereby  be  justi- 
fied in  giving  a  constrociion  of  the  letter  of  the 
oonstitntion,  so  as  to  respect  the  apirit  of  the 
Confederation.  By  the  third  section  of  4Uiartide 
of  the  constitution,  "  New  States  may  be  ad- 
mitted by  Congress  into  the  Union;  "  and  by 
the  next  member  of  the  same  section,  "  the 
OtwgrcM  shall  have  power  to  di^NMe  of  and 


make  all  needfnl  rales  and  regnladons  reject- 
ing the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to 
the  United  States  " — hence  I  can  have  no  dtwbt 
that  Congrees  have  the  power  to  admit  new 
States  into  the  Union,  that  power  bong  ex- 
pressly given.  It  is  however  ooDtended,  that 
that  power  ia  limited  to  the  admiaaton  om;  of 
those  States  that  may  be  eetabliohed  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  as  demarcated  bjr 
the  Treaty  of  Peace.  And  the  preamble  to  th« 
conatitntion  is  relied  on  to  establish  that  doc- 
trine. "  We,  the  people  of  the  United  StalM 
&C.,  doeBtabliah  this  oonstitntion  for  the  rnited 
States  of  America."  If  this  preamble  h  so  im- 
perious as  to  limit  the  positive  proviaioitt  of 
the  constitution,  it  will  certainly  limit  itadf  U 
the  States  that  formed  the  constitodon — the  neg- 
ative (^  which  has  been  determined-  To  pror* 
whleh,  here  let  me  call  your  attention  to  tlM 
&ct,  that  Yumont  was  not  a  member  of  tht 
Confederation,  not  was  she  a  member  <^  tbs 
ccmvention  that  formed  the  cotutitation;  aba 
therefore  was  not  <me  of  the  United  Stat«fr-' 
was  foreign  as  to  them^and  as  distinctly  gof- 
emed  as  any  other  foreign  power ;  she  in  1791 
was  admit^  into  Uie  Union,  and  the  lairs  of 
the  United  States  extended  to  her.  Sb-e  wh 
not  one  of  the  old  States,  and  was  coirectl; 
admitted  nnder  the  power  to  admit  new  StalM 
Vermont  waa  so  repulsiTe  to  a  confederacy  vith 
the  United  Statea,  ss  not  to  be  mentioned  in  tlM 
articles  of  OonfedenttioD.  Gas  it  be  for  a  mo- 
ment donbt«d  that  Canada,  expre^y  men  tiooed, 
might  be  now  received  as  a  new  5tat«^  bj  be- 
ling  independent,  or  by  purchase,  when  V«^ 
It  has  been  admitted,  who  was  notmentioa- 
in  the  Confederation  1  Can  there  beta 
opinion  that  the  framers  t^  the  con^tntiiHi  in- 
tended Canada  ahould  be  excluded  from  the 
benefits  of  the  constitntion,  when  beforeinvited 
into  itt  When,  by  the  express  letter  of  tbt 
instrument,  "new  States  may  be  admitted," 
and  when  Vermont,  not  mentioned  in  the  Ccd- 
fedwalion,  hu  been  admitted  f  Such  a  cod- 
olnsion  can  never  be  the  ration^  rfsnlt  of  Bsch 
premisea.  But  it  is  objected,  that,  ss  tfcis 
Territory  was  obtained  by  treaty,  and  after  tlM 
formation  of  the  constitntion.  It  oanoot  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  as  a  Stato. 

I  have  shown  that  new  States  may  be  admit- 
ted, that  Vermont  has  been  admitted,  sad  list 
Canada  was  expressly  entitled  nnder  the  CoB- 
federation,  and  by  the  terms  of  the  oonstitntioii 
may  be  admitted  as  a  new  State.  "  Gongrot 
may  admit  new  Statee  into  the  Union,  and  nwk* 
all  needfnl  rales  and  regnlations  with  ■'espMt  to 
the  territo^  or  other  property  of  the  tJnitea 
Statea."  This  is  certainly  a  territory,  the  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States,  and  Congress  aa  a^ 
tainly  may,  if  needfnl,  that  is,  expeSient,  adnat 
it  into  the  Union.  We  are  told,  I  presome  » 
retard  this  measure,  that  the  limits  are  in  oia- 
pote,  and  that,  if  made  a  State,  they  cannot 
afterwards  be  settled  by  the  United  States.  Tli* 
this  is  not  the  case,  1  will  prove  by  theory  vi 
by  iMvotiee.     By  the    treaty^uaking  povw 
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Tested  in  the  Preeident  and  the  Senate,  they 
maj  treat  on  all  HnbjMte  within  the  treatj-msk- 
iag  power,  with  foKiga  nations ;  and  where  tlie 
fimitB  of  any  foreign,  power  ft^oining  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  TJuted  States  are  not  asoertwned 
to  their  mntnal  satiBfcctJpn,  they  certainly  may 
wttle  them  by  a  treaty  of  limite.  This  is  the 
practice  and  usage  of  ^  nations,  and  the  United 
States  by  a  treaty  of  limits  with  Great  Britain, 
did  settle  the  beginning  of  their  nortiiesstern 
liroitfi,  at  the  river  Bt.  Croix,  whereby  they 
gave  np  eeven  milefi  to  Great  Britain,  whioh 
was  taken  from  a  State — hence  I  {n^snme  no 
difficulty  can  arise  on  the  salfject. 

The  qpestian  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
for  indefinite  postpmement,  and  lost;  yeas  S8, 
nays  76. 

The  main  qnestion  was  then  taken  that  the 
eud  bin  do  pa»,  and  resolved  ia  the  affirmative 
— ^ye«B  77,  najs  88, 

'WBDmsDAT,  Jannar^  10. 

Bank  of  Ott  Unittd  StaU*. 

The  Hoose  resolved  itself  Into  a  Committee 

of  the  Thole  on  the  hill  to  renew  the  charter 

of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales. 

JSt.  Btmnu.  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 

I  have  made  this  motion,  sir,  a^d  Hr.  B.,  be- 
cause it  allows  tJie  greatest  latitade  of  discna- 
i^3a  npon  the  important  points  which  are  pre- 
liminary to  the  examination  of  the  details.  It 
tries  tbe  principle  of  the  bill,  and  may  save 
much  tedious  and  nseless  labor.  Should  a  ma- 
jority decide  in  fovor  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  as  an  honest  man  I  wi]l  ud  in  forming  a 
system  best  adapted  to  the  state  of  the  country, 
and  most  sabservient  to  the  purposes  of  sudi 
an  institulioii.  The  gentleman  from  Oonnecti- 
cot  (Mr.  Hosklt)  has  done  Justice  to  my  oon- 
dnct,  and  the  fumess  with  which  the  subject 
has  been  treated.  I  have  been  anxious  to  pre- 
sent the  question  fairly,  not  from  any  doubt  or 
indecision  as  to  the  course  I  should  pursue,  bnt 
■  fttim  its  magnitude,  and  the  sensibility  it  has 
excited.  It  will  be  recollected  by  the  com- 
miltee,  when  the  gentleman  frata  Pennsylvania 
presented  the  memorial  upon  which  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  founded  his  report,  on  that, 
as  on  all  subsequent  occasions,  my  opposition 
was  manifested ;  and  I  will  add  that  the  par- 
ticular attention  which  my  duly  has  compelled 
me  to  bestow  on  the  bank,  has  confirmed  more 
strongly  former  impressions. 

The  remarks  I  shall  make  are  intended  to 
diow  that  Congress  poneaaes  no  power  to  in- 
oorporote  a  bank;  to  show  its  ^ect  on  the 
government,  and  to  satisfy  the  committee  that 
the  exercise  of  the  power,  even  if  possessed,  is 
inexpedient.  While,  sir,  1  feel  the  most  ardent 
desire  to  consult  the  convenience  of  the  govern- 
ment and  promote  the  prosperity  of  tbe  oom- 
mnnity  In  general,  I  have  not  lost  sight  of  the 
limits  within  which  I  am  restruned  by  the 
Coustitntion  of  the  United  States  and  consider- 


ations of  sound  policy.  It  is  iny  most  deliberate 
oonvictian  that  the  constitation  of  the  country 
gives  no  authority  to  Congress  to  incorporate  a 
bank  and  endow  the  stookholdera  with  char- 
tered immunities;  and  even  If  its  dissolution 
should  prodace  mln  to  the  merchants,  and, 
what  is  of  equal  importanoe,  embarrassment  to 
the  government,  they  wonld  not  be  paramonnt 
to  the  sacred  obligation  of  supporting  tbe  oon- 
atitution ;  though  I  am  persuaaed  tbe  dreadful 
evils  which  have  been  predicted  frOm  the  anni- 
hilation of  the  bank  will  soon  vanish,  and  that 
no  material  shock  will  be  prodnced  by  that 
cause.  The  construction  which  the  constjtn- 
tion  has  received  by  the  various  persons  who 
have  at  different  times  administered  it,  has  been 
rigid  or  liberal  according  to  the  confidence  in 
the  General  or  State  Governments,  The  un- 
qualified extent  ^ven  to  its  general  powers, 
and  the  inolndon  of  incidental  powers,  as  flow- 
ing trma  and  belonging  to  particular  enunierated 
grants,  have  constituted  Uie  essential  points  of 
difference  among  those  who  have  divided  upon 
the  principles  of  the  constitution.  ITiis  haa 
been  the  case  not  only  in  the  exercise  oS  au- 
thority where  the  right  was  questionable,  but 
in  oases  where  tbe  right  was  undeniable,  tend- 
ing I^  its  operation  to  increase  the  weight  of 
the  General  Government.  In  giving  to  the 
constitution  that  construction  whicn  sonnd 
policy  requires,  and  a  Just  regard  to  the  har- 
mony of  the  States  and  the  perpetuation  of 
their  Union  dictates,  I  cannot  find  any  part  of 
it  authorizing  the  exercise  of  a  power  which, 
from  its  natore,  is  obnoxious,  its  t«ndency  alarm- 
ing, and  its  iunuenoe  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
manage  its  concerns  irresistible.  The  power  to 
establish  a  bank  cannot  be  deduced  from  the 
general  phraaes  "to  provide  for  tbe  common 
defence  and  general  welfare,"  because  they 
merely  aimounoe  the  ol^ect  for  -which  the 
General  Qovermnent  was  instituted.  The  only 
means  by  which  this  object  is  to  be  att^ed 
are  specifically  enumerated  in  the  constitution, 
and  if  they  are  not  ample,  It  is  a  defect  which 
Oongrasa  are  not  oompetent  to  supply.  I  think 
this  inference  the  stronger,  inasmuch  as  those 
means  were  granted  to  us  by  those  who  had 
acted  under  the  confederation  and  experienced 
'ta  defects,  and  knew  precisely  to  what  extent 
lower  was  requisite  to  provide  for  the  common 
lefence  and  general  welfare.  In  relation  to 
this  particular  subject,  the  prooeedidgs  of  tbe 
convention  itaelf  fomiah  the  plainest  evideno^ 
by  r^ecting  the  proposition  to  vest  in  Congress 
the  right  to  grant  incorporations.  I  readily 
admit  the  motive  of  deliberative  bodies  cannot 
always  be  known.  Various  considerations 
might  have  operated.  They  might  have  snp- 
poEed  the  power  already  vested.  But,  it  is  iu- 
combent  on  those  who  can  place  faith  in  an 
interpretation  so  repugnant  to  the  cautions  and 
guarded  phraseology  of  the  Inatrmnent,  to  de- 
monstrate it.  If  ttie  right  to  incorporate  exista, 
it  is  a  general  grant  of  power,  equally  applica- 
ble t«  ail  tbe  objects  (rf  mcorporatira,  aod  can- 
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i1  is  much  more  natural  to  auppoBe  b  power 
creute  monopolies  had  been  Buirendered,  to 
quiet  tbe  fears  of  those  who  saw  m  the  coDBti- 
tatioQ  the  germ  which  would  aooner  (»  later 
palsy  the  Tiials  of  the  St*t«  BDtboritj,  If  the 
g^ieral  phrases  are  not  explained  in  the  manner 
just  mentioned,  and  nowers  so  extensive  and 
importaot  ore  derivaa  from  them,  it  would  he 
ridiculous  to  oonsider  the  inrisdictioa  of  Oon- 
greaa  restricted ;  the>-  ^irould  coofer  eqoid  au- 
thority to  establish  monopolies  in  all  the  vari- 
ous branches  of  individual  industry  and  com- 
mercial enterprise.  Bir,  1  will  conclude  this 
part  of  the  sulfject  by  remiuding  yoa  how  ee- 
sentiiU  it  is,  when  we  are  giving  an  interpreta- 
tion to  the  oonstitutioQ,  to  which  the  States  are 
parties,  to  assume  only  what  dearly  belougs  to 
us.  Moderation  will  inspire  coofidenoe,  semsh- 
nes3  will  excite  disgast  and  aaspicioo. 

The  parts  of  the  constitntion  which  bear  any 
analogy  to  this  subject,  are 

1st.  Congresa  shall  have  power  to  l&y  and 
collect  tasefl,  duties,  impost  and  eidsea,  to 
pay  tbe  debta,  and  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  geuersl  welfu'e,  &o. 

2d.  To  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  tbe 
United  States. 

8d.  To  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  na- 
tions, and  among  the  several  States,  and  with 
Indian  tribes.    And 

4th.  To  make  all  laws  which  shftll  be  necea- 
saiT  and  proper  to  carry  tbe  foregoing  powers, 
and  ail  other  powers  vested  by  the  constdtutdon 
in  the  General  Govemment,  into  effect. 

It  will  not  be  denied  that,  if  the  establish- 
ment of  a  bank  coraes  within  the  meaning  of 
the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taie^  to  pay  the 
debts  of  the  United  States,  and  t«  regnlate 
commerce,  or  is  necessary  and  proper  to  carry 
the  foregoing  powers  into  effect,  it  would  be  a 
fair  subject  for  legislation  by  Oongress.  But 
can  any  one  pretend  that  a  bank  would  be  a 
mode  contemplated  by  the  constitution  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes  on  the  people  for  the  purpose 
of  nusing  revenue!  Woald  it  comport  with 
that  wise  principle  of  uniformity,  and  those 
guarded  restrictions  against  unequal  burdens  on 
tbe  people,  which  constitnte  the  moat  valuable 
safeguard  to  tbe  oitizeu  t  To  understand  these 
terms  we  must  give  them  a  meaning  which  has 
been  affixed  by  their  usual  import  When  we 
speak  of  the  power  to  lay  taxes,  we  understand 
by  it  a  demand  of  money  from  the  community, 
regulated  by  fixed  and  equitable  principles,  in- 
discriminate as  to  persons,  and  uie  species  of 
property  taxed.  To  suppose  that  every  law 
wbioh  imposed  burdens  or  bronght  money  into 
the  Treasnry  was  constitutional,  wonld  destroy 
our  equal  system  of  government,  and  BobHtitote 
a  capriciooB  despotism.  It  wonld  revive  the 
exploded  doctrine  of  &ee  giAs,  benevolenoes. 
and  that  shamefol  train  of  extortions  practised 
by  the  old  govemraenla  of  Europe.  Does  it 
M  witiiin  the  power  to  pay  the  debts  ot  tke 


United  States  1  This  doose  relates  entirely  to 
die  application  of  the  fimds  after  they  hiT« 
been  BC0wnulBt«d ;  it  is  in  eonformitj  with 
that  article  which  pledges  tbe  pnbhc  fsitli  fix 
debts  which  had  been  contracted,  as  weD  it 
those  which  might  be  oreatad  in  j^irsaancs  of 
the  anthorify  to  borrow  money  npon  the  &ti 
of  the  United  States.  If  the  power  to  iiiea> 
porate  a  bank  grew  out  of  the  obligation  to  jtj 
the  debts  of  the  United  States,  its  charier  ^odd 
be  BO  worded  as  to  cease  whenever  they  iren 
extinguished ;  and  it  would  be  no  longer  tot 
Congress  (o  fix  a  definite  period  for  its  eipiiv 
tioD.  If  the  right  of  incorporation  wis  ever 
meant  to  be  given,  it  would  most  natunflj 
follow  tram  the  r^ulation  oi  conunerw;  jet, 
no  one  has  contended  Congress  could  cittte 
insolence  companies  witliin  the  StUes.  Thosit 
who  contend  the  bank  is  constitutions!,  con- 
sider it  as  necessary  and  proper  in  eollecliag 
the  revenue.  That  it  may  be  an  usefnl  instm- 
ment,  I  do  not  deny.  It  forms  depositraiet 
convenient  to  the  govemment:  but,  you  ehonld 
recollect,  depoeitcries  equally  safe  tuid  eonn- 
nient  can  be  procured  without  being  pnrchtasd 
at  the  expense  of  exorbitant  and  invidious  privi- 
loges  to  a  particular  etas  in  the  commnni^. 
I  apprehwa  the  constitution  means  sotnetlrin; 
extremely  different  when  it  empowers  the  Gta- 
wtl  Government  to  collect  taxes ;  it  relates  ei- 
clnurely  to  the  anthority  thas  girea  te  Cm- 
grass  of  employing  compulsory  process  in  co- 
ercing the  payment  of  taxes;  it  enables  Congraas 
to  create,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Stat«^ 
officers  of  the  revenue,  and,  through  Uieni,  to 
eierdse  over  the  property  of  the  citizens  a  con- 
cuirentjurisdiction,  from  which  theyotherni* 
would  be  precloded,  and  &om  which  they  W 
been  precluded  before  the  adoption  of  the  coo- 
stitutiou;  it  enables  them  to  impose  pensltits 
and  forfeitnrea,  and  to  inflict  puntefament  for 
resistance  to  their  authority.  Bat,  sir,  adoat 
for  a  moment  the  bank  may  be  formed  to  ed- 
lect  the  revenue,  ought  it  not  to  be  exdunvely 
used  for  that  object  t  Whence  the  power  t» 
make  it  an  instrnment  of  commeree  !  Why  is- 
vest  it  with  a  capital  immense  ia  amoanl,  toi 
sovereign  in  Us  control  over  the  ext«Tial  bJ 
interna)  commerce  of  the  country  t  ^,  I  mut 
again  call  your  attention  to  the  limited  nataie 
of  our  Govmnment ;  we  must  administer  it  M 
we  find  it^  and  not  as  we  think  it  ought  to  be. 
Under  this  view  of  the  sut^ect,  so  long  as  I 
underatoud  the  right  to  "  lay  taxes "  to  conait 
in  drawing  supplies  from  tlie  people  for  puUie 
purpose  oud  not  to  tax  one  portion  of  0^ 
community  ibr  tbe  benefit  of  another,  and  "to 
■  ■"  ct  them,"  the  right  to  enforce  payment,! 
ot  construe  them  to  authorize  the  ^tablisft- 
:  of  a  bank.  Sir,  a  bani  has  been  impn^ 
erjy  considered  a  means  of  executing  somo 
power  eieluaively  given  to  Congress.  The 
nature  of  incorporations  is  so  dearly  a  distinct 
class  of  political  power,  that,  before  tbey  eas 
be  converted  into  means  incidental  to  an  object 
itboat  the  jurisdiotiiBi  of  the  General  Govern- 
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moit,  they  most  be  shown  to  be  absolutely  oe- 
tftatxj.  Permit  ma  to  ask,  bow  has  it  been 
WSwtAined  that  a  benk  b  neceSBar;  to  the  op- 
eratiooH  of  the  OoTemroent  ?  Has  the  eiperl- 
nuit  been  tried )  Upon  a  qneBtion  involving  a 
breach  of  the  constitation,  it  wonld  be  safer  to 
be  gnided  by  experience  than  oonjectnre. 

Sir,  I  am  well  aware  tbat  I  can  add  nothing 
new  upon  the  constitational  pcrints.  The  sob- 
Jcct  was  more  thoronghly  examined  in  17S1, 
and  more  ably  elneidated  than  any  other  sinoe 
the  adoption,  of  the  GoTemment.  The  oele- 
bnted  speech  of  Mr.  Uadibon,  to  which  I  as- 
oibe  my  conviction,  haa  been  recently  pre- 
sented to  us  in  the  newepapers,  and  gentlemen 
moBt  bo  familifti-  with  it  I  cannot  give  addi- 
ticMial  wei^t  to  the  argnmentti,  bnt  I  thought 
it  proper  to  c«]l  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  that  part  of  the  snljeot  by  the  remarks  I 
have  made. 

I  sud,  air,  it  must  be  ehown  that  the  hank  is 
DeoeeMry  to  the  openttions  of  the  Government 
— withoQt  its  aid  onr  flseal  oonoems  cannot  be 
mansged.  So  far  from  Enbscribing  to  the  ne- 
oenty  of  the  bank,  I  belloTe  the  reveane  wonld 
be  equally  safe  in  the  State  bankii,  and  coold  be 
distribated  with  inconsiderable  difflonlty.  The 
revenne  received  in  most  of  the  States  is  nearly 
eqnal  to  the  expenditure  within  them,  and  when 
a  deficiency  occurred  in  any  one,  it  conld  be 
sopplied  by  arrangements  with  the  different 
banks,  1^  transportation,  or  inland  bills  of  ex- 
ehange,  in  the  manner  that  the  pablio  eugage- 
DKDta  ore  fiilfilled  abroad.  I  will  venture  to 
Mtert  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  find 
DO  difficulty  in  contracting  with  in^vidaals  and 
ootporate  institutions,  npon  the  most  ample 
■ecnri^,  to  tranafer  ti»e  public  revenue  npon 
terma  equally  advantafraons  to  the  United  States^ 
Among  the  several  States  commercial  inter- 
eoursQ  ia  great,  and  d^ly  increasing;  the  con- 
■taot  trafflo  whioh  the  different  portions  of  the 
ooimtry  maintain  with  one  another,  will  give 
fiudlity  to  the  operations  of  the  Govemmeut, 
and  (wriate  the  oWaclos  which  are  anticipated ; 
the  very  commerce  which  enables  the  Treasury 
to  r«mit  with  ease  immense  snms  to  every  part 
of  Enrope  ia  the  resnltnf  this  interchange  among 
the  States,  and  insures  eqnal  fWcility  at  home. 
Where,  then,  is  the  necessity  for  this  bank  ? 
The  acoommodation  of  the  bank  to  the  Govern- 
moit  in  timea  of  emergency,  and  the  use  of  its 
resonrcea  to  eapport  public  credit,  have  been 
mged  aa  motives  for  its  establishment;  how  ihr 
anch  considerations  weaken  constitutional  ob- 
jections, it  is  needleas  to  state.  It,  sir,  the  bank 
beoomee  a  sonroe  of  supply  to  the  Government 
to  an  adequate  extent,  it  ceases  to  be  one  to  the 
merchants.  It  therefore  cannot  answer  in  both 
eapacitica.  The  same  necessity  which  throws 
the  Government  upon  the  charity  of  the  banks 
notders  it  incapable  of  discharging  the  obliga- 
tion, and  whUe  the  funds  of  the  institution  ore 
locked  up  in  the  Government,  its  commercial 
(kinetiona  must  cease.  The  relief  which  sudden 
and  temporary  embarrassments  require,  can,  at 
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all  times,  1)e  administered  by  the  State  banks, 
and,  therefore,  supersedes  the  neceeeiiy  of  aid 
from  this  tiank.  whenever,  by  disasters,  the 
ordinary  sources  of  supply  are  exhausted,  or  the 
miayoidable  otfjects  of  expenditure  exceed  the 
revenue,  a  more  copious  and  permanent  aliment 
will  be  found  in  the  wealth  and  capital  of  the 
citizens  tlian  by  loans  fVom  banks.  Instead  of 
diverting  the  active  and  productive  capital  fro^ 
useful  channels,  the  sluggish  and  inert  mass 
will  be  drawn  forth  in  its  aid,  to  support  publio 
credit  and  cherish  private  enterprise.  But,  sir, 
is  it  prudent  to  rely  npon  an  mstitution  that 
may  refuse  you  assistanoe  t  What  will  he  the 
inflnenee  of  such  an  institution  on  the  Qovem- 
ment,  and  the  country  at  large!  It  cannot  eo- 
cape  your  recollection  that  the  establishment  of 
the  Bant  of  the  United  Statee  was  the  origin  of 
a  system  which  assumed  oa  its  basis  the  eularge- 
ment  of  the  national  jurisdiction.    Whether  uie 

Erinciplea  of  expediency  to  whioh  it  owes  its 
irth  be  regarded,  or  the  overweening  influence 
it  established  over  the  moneyed  institutions  and 
merchants  of  the  States,  the  charge,  to  say  the 
least,  is  pbuaible.  The  close  and  intimate  con- 
nection between  the  Government  and  bank — the 
dependence  of  the  former  for  loans,  and  the  lot- 


— shows  incontestably  it  was  created  to  aug- 
ment the  power  of  the  General  Government, 
and  the  Executive  in  particular.  Yes,  sir,  it 
was  the  commencement  of  thoee  poUtical  ani- 
mosities whioh  have  poisoned  the  sources  of 
social  iotercoarse;  it  was  the  origin  of  that 
doctrine  of  oonstrnctive  power  which  abrogatee 
the  constitution  and  nnllifies  the  rcetrictlons 
imposed  upon  Congress.  So  long  as  It  exists, 
the  body  politic  will  experience  the  agitations 
and  convuMve  throee  of  well-grounded  Jealousy 
'  ~  the  States. 

Sir,  in  the  administration  of  this  Government 
_  ro  things  alone  are  necessary  to  insure  its  dura- 
bility. Yon  must  first  avoid  every  measure 
which  will  produce nneasiness among  theStates, 
or,  second,  that  will  extend  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States  Government  to  subjects  pure- 
ly local.  I  do  not  mean  that  the  rightful 
authority  of  Oongrass  is  to  be  abandoned  for 
fear  of  ^ving  offence,  but,  whenever  called  on 
to  take  a  step  which  will  produce  uneasiness, 
yon  shoold  be  perfectly  satisfled  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  constitntion  bear  yon  out  Do  not 
gentlemen  perceive  the  tendency  of  this  meaa- 
ure  to  involve  ns  with  the  Statee  upon  delicate 

Sointat  Has  not  the  United  States  Bank  pro- 
uoed  serious  alarm  t  Will  not  the  alarm  be 
Increased  by  its  continuance  at  this  time  t  Tes, 
sir,  some  of  the  States  have  slready  taxed  this 
institution,  others  have  waited  under  the  ex* 
pectation  we  shall  render  a  collision  nnnecee- 
sory.  Suppose  the  charter  renewed,  and  the 
stockholders  shonld  be  taxed  in  such  a  manner 
aa  to  destroy,  virtually,  the  privileges  yon  have 
gnarantied  to  them.  Are  yon  to  leave  them 
unprotected,  w  will  you  draw  the  sword  in  their 
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behalf)  WhQe  /oa  have  Ume,  avoid  a  dtaa- 
tion  not  1««  perUone  tban  the  moet  seriooa 
foreign  wv.  Bince  the  oatablirhtiMiiit  of  the 
hiuik.  the  States  have  created  banks — tbeir 
pwnue  have  aeonmnlated  cqtital,  and  thej 
will  not  tamely  witaen  tbe  perpetuation  of  an 
insiitatioD  whose  Btrength  oan  at  any  mcMnent 
overthrow  wh»t«TOT  Slate  bank  they  may  mark 
fat  deetmotioo.  However  paradoxical  it  may 
t4ipeer,  I  consder  the  General  Government 
■treDgtbeoed  by  narrowing  its  jDrisdiction ;  it 
will  produce  ^onion  whenever  ihey  interfere 
with  local  ixKioerDa.  The  habita,  tooal  intertet, 
and  passion*  <tf  tbie  ooontry  vary,  and  no  one 
is  a  competent  judge  of  what  will  eait  the  feel- 
ingsof  the  State  ont  of  which  he  Uvea.  Sat, 
dr,  there  are  ^eral  principles  in  which  oor 
feelings  and  interests  are  identified ;  there  are 
saljeotA  Dpon  which  we  may  safely  act,  and 
trust  to  the  oo-operadon  of  every  man  and  State 
In  the  Union.  Doee  the  bank  ^ect  the  people 
kwally  f  The  answer  is  obvioos  .*  it  not  only 
midertakes  to  fix  the  amoont  of  capital,  hot  in- 
terftree  with  the  rights  of  property  moat  essen- 
tially— it  may  change  the  fnndMnental  priniuples 
of  State  law  aa  to  the  liability  of  property  for 
dabta,  and  the  mode  of  recovering  them.  Let 
me  cantion  yon  agunst  the  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter ;  it  is  pregnant  with  the  most  banefnl  vta- 
seijnencM  to  the  truiqnilUty  of  the  coontrj. 
Is  It  not  better  to  saonfioe  this  golden  calf  upon 
the  altar  of  concord,  restore  confidence  and  har- 
mony among  individuals  as  well  as  States,  and 
to  reunite  the  lovers  of  theoonatitntiont 

In  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasniy, 
the  convenience  of  obttuning  loans  from  the 
bank  is  mentioned  as  an  indnoement  to  eatablish 
a  National  Bank.  Tome  the  abnse  of  this  oon- 
venience  is  more  dreaded  than  any  other  evil 
which  will  follow  from  tbe  measnre.  Where 
have  yon  seen  a  National  Bank,  oomieotod  with 
the  Government,  which  has  not  nltimately 
rained  the  drcolating  mediom  of  di«  nation  t 
It  isa  notorions fact  that  money  basdepreciat«d 
eerfonaly,  from  tbe  milimited  euenlation  of 
pH>er,  ioA  if  the  GoTemment  aboold  be  eom- 
pelled,  by  neoeadty ,  to  ose  theftmdi  of  the  bank, 
they  most  permit  the  increased  circnlation  of 
its  paper,  altho^igh  its  money  capital  remuns 
Btanonary.  In  tAis  sitnaUon  the  Government 
mnst  tolerate  an  operation  which  will  increase 
the  evil  of  which  wo  complain.  The  example 
of  England  is  a  aalatary  monition  to  us,  and  we 
ooght  to  profit  from  it.  In  that  conntry  there 
was  a  time  when  the  stability  of  the  biuik  was 
ft  national  phrase,  "As  good  as  the  Bank 
of  England."  How  is  it  now  ?  The  fbnds  of 
the  b^k  have  been  borrowed  by  the  Govern- 
ment— its  paper  droolation  inoreaaod,  and  Far- 
Jiament  has  been  compelled  to  make  it  a  tender 
fi>r  the  payment  of  all  oontraola.  Who,  sir, 
•oao  estimate  the  complicated  mischiefs  of  a  de- 
predated paper  cnrrenoy,  withont  specie  for  its 
isedemptioot  Should  we  be  involved  in  war, 
•4^  oor  properh-  teixed  abroad,  nothing  can  pro- 
vent   oniversu   baakmptoy— one  W)de-q>read 


min  Kill  pervade  the  eontinent.  At  this  m* 
tbe  ooontry  is  iunndated  with  paper  bottomed 
npon  the  whole  floating  and  reu  propeitj  of 
the  ocunmunity:  sbonld  an  alarm  exist,  cu 
these  fnnds  be  converted  into  mooey  to  tmcmi 
jta  credit  I  Certainly  not  Will  it  not  be  pn- 
dent  to  diminish  the  extent  of  this  evil  bj  pa^ 
ting  down  this  bank  which  is  the  fbniitain  frm 
which  the  whole  system  flowsl  It  ii  of  litde 
importance,  as  it  regards  the  internal  trade  of  s 
coontry,  what  oonatitntcs  the  representatiaa  of 
property.  Paper,  iron,  or  any  thing  elt^  whid 
passes  current,  will  answer  every  purpose  d 
barter  and  trade;  bnt,  in  its  commerce  abcM^ 
it  is  indispensable  thst  the  cirenlating  medimn 
shonld  be  eqnally  valuable  and  residily  acknowl- 
edged among  idl  wwnmercial  natioDij  o(he^ 
wise,  all  tbe  operations  of  commeroe,  carried  at 
with  money,  will  be  abandoned  or  pnMcated 
under  disadvantagea  eqnal  to  the  diStraMii 
the  valoe  of  the  cmrency  at  home  and  i)»oad. 
In  ooontries  actively  engaged  in  bnsineei^  tlut 
branch  of  trade  is  not  only  great  ia  smomt, 
bnt  by  tax  the  most  profitable.  Uow  nnwiie, 
therefore,  not  only  to  sobatital«  f<H'  the  pre^oH 
metals  p^wr  onrrencv,  whose  valoe  is  ooafised 
to  the  United  States,  cmt  to  aogment  the  qaea- 
Ijtj  until  it  depredates  even  among  onisalTea 

Thubsdat,  January  17. 

Bank  nf  tU  UniUd  Stattt. 

The  Honae  resolved  itself  into  a  Oomniittse 

of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  renewing  the  <ib■^ 

ter  of  the  Bank  fd  the  United  States— the  nw- 

Uon  for  striking  out  tbe  first  aecticra  still  nndct 


Ur.  Fmx. — Hi.  Chairman :  I  regret  that  we 
are  called  up<»i  to  vote  for  or  a^inst  striUac 
oat  tbe  first  section  of  this  hill,  at  this  tim^  I 
ooold  have  wished  that,  upon  a  bill  of  so  Eoudi 
interest  and  importance,  we  conld  hivs  pro- 
ceeded to  have  filled  the  blanks,  and  made  sodi 
amendmentaaa  would  have  obviated  msoy  ob- 
jections which  may  be  nrged  against  it  in  ^ 
present  form.  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  aj 
vote  In  frivor  <^  a  renewal  of  the  cbarter  of  tb* 
Bank  of  the  United  StatM,  either  npoa  tlw 
terms  npon  whioh  it  was  originally  grut«l,  <* 
in  the  manner  contemplated  by  this  IhII;  ft'i 
upon  conditiMis  lees  objectionable,  I  shonld  m 
myself  boand  to  vote  in  favor  of  a  reaewsL  M 
the  question  presented  upon  this  motion,  is  jut 
npcm  what  terms  this  cbvter  shall  be  r«M*n 
bat  whether  it  shall  be  renewed  npon  any  term 
snbject  to  any  conditions  Oongreas  may  impMa 

m  this  view,  I  condder  it  the  meet  importul 
subject  npon  which  this  Cougresa  will  be  r»- 
qoired  to  acL  It  is  determining  a  qaewa 
which  is  connected  with  oor  finances,  wit^  u^ 
droulating  medium  of  the  country,  and  wib 
our  agricoltoral,  commercial,  and  m*nn&cta^ 
ing  interests  \  and.  ss  snob,  it  cannot  but  be  vr 
teresting  to  every  class  of  oar  dtiiens. 

The  interests  and  prosperity  of  tbe  CsjM 
StatM  are  not  only  intimately,  bnt  inseparsUjV 
connected  with  trade.    The  maitet  of  the  »• 
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met  depends  greatly  upon  the  mercbant  and  th« 
tblpper.  And  the  price  and  demand  of  every 
irtiele  of  prodaoe  are  in  a  great  degree  regulated 
by  tli«  difficoltiee  or  facilities  of  payment.  Let 
the  difBoDlty  of  paying  l>e  increased,  and  tlie 
price  of  produce  immediately  &lls ;  for  the  de- 
mand for  exportation  becomes  very  limited,  the 
mai^«t«  are  overstocked,  and  prices  redaced. 
Any  BDdden  cheek  to  our  commerce,  ithether 
prodnoed  by  oar  own  mimioipBl  regalatioiu,  or 
the  outrages  of  foreign  powers,  checks  the  mar- 
ket and  the  price  of  produce ;  so  that  not  only 
the  merchants,  but  the  formeTS  feel  its  effects. 
1  scaroely  need  recnr  to  the  history  of  tbetimra 
when  tnd«  was  principally  suspended  in  this 
eonntry,  to  ihow  now  sererely  the  snspension 
(grated  upon  every  ctass  of  onr  citizens,  and 
in  eveiT  part  of  the  eonntry.  This  period  in 
ow  political  annals  will  be  long  remembered. 
So  great  was  the  dislresa  in  some  Blates,  and 
agTKRiltiiral  Statea,  too,  that  their  Legislatures 
daemcd  it  neoeesary,  for  the  protection  of  the 
debtor  from  the  power  of  his  creditor,  to  stay 
the  adminiitration  of  Jostioe,  and  prohibit  by 
statnto  the  issuing  of  an  exeontioD  for  the  ool- 
leotion  of  any  debt. 

This  proves  the  connection  which  snbrisis  be- 
tween the  two  great  agricoltnral  and  oommer- 
dal  interests  ^  this  conntrj.  Agrlonltore, 
commerce,  and  mannfootarea  constitute  the 
Morce  of  onr  wealth,  revenae,  and  prosperity. 
To  fbater  and  cherish  the  principles  upon  which 
rest  our  exiaUng  hopes  and  future  prospecbi, 
can  never  be  a  qnestjon  of  donbtfol  policy  with 
s  wise  and  patriotic  legislature. 

We  have  seen  tiiat  oommeroe  ts  essential  to 
onr  imterests ;  bot  commerce  will  not  flourish 
without  credit.  It  never  has  prospered  Inde- 
pendent of  credit.  As  credit  is  essential  to 
trade,  so  is  pnnctnalitj  to  snpport  credit.  Look 
at  the  bnmness  of  any  oommercial  people,  and 
■ee  how  mnob  of  It  is  done  upon  credit ;  and  see 
the  integrity  and  fidelity  with  which  pnnotnality 
ia  maintained  in  order  to  snpport  their  crediL 

For  aeveral  centariea  past,  banks  have  been 
the  anceeaafbl  medinm  throogh  which  credit 
has  not  only  been  preserved,  bnt  great  wealth 
acquired.  This  aseertion  is  warranted  by  the 
hiitory  of  these  instttntlons,  and  of  the  oonn- 
tries  where  they  have  been  patronised.  The 
finC  bank  cetablished  in  Europe,  was  at  Genoa, 
in  1407 — four  hundred  and  ftrar  years  ago ;  this 
waa  toon  followed  bj  one  at  Venice. 

The  Bank  of  Amrterdam  was  eatablished  In 
ISOS,  and  shortly  after  those  of  Hamburg  and 
Botterdam ;  and  the  Bank  of  En(^nd  in  1694 ; 
the  Bojal  Bank  at  Pans  in  inB ;  the  Bank  of 
north  America  in  17B4 — a  memorable  period 
oar  history — and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
in  1791. 

All  these  difierent  tDStitD^otis  show,  that  en- 
Ggbtened  l^;isIators  have  entertained  bnt  one 
opinion  npon  this  subject  both  in  Europe  and 
Axnerioa  for  the  last  foar  hundred  years.  They 
hAveseenandacknowledgedtheir utility.  Banlu 
h«n  long  cinee  been  considered  not  only  e«wn- 
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tially  nsefiil  in  the  transaction  of  oommerdal 
concerns,  bnt  as  highly  necessary  to  aid  the 
flscci  operations  of  Government.    And  a  more 

nuanswerable  argument  cannot  be  urged  in 
favor  of  their  general  utility  than  their  uniform 
HDcceas ;  to  this  may  be  added  the  prosperity  of 
the  people  and  the  conntries  where  banks  have 
been  supported.  Their  immediate  advantages 
are,  a  convenient  circalating  mediam  ;  the  Mfe 
depository  they  afford  for  cash  and  fimds.  And 
they  serve  to  keep  the  stand&rd  of  money  stea- 
dy and  correct;  to  insure  punctuality;  to  pre- 
serve credit ;  to  inspire  confidence,  and  topro- 
mote  a  spirit  of  industry  and  enterprise.  They 
not,  as  many  have  supposed,  in  their  natnre 
hostile  to  Qovernment  and  dangeruus  to  liberty. 
They  rather  form  a  harrier  to  tyranny  and  op- 
presdon.  Their  principal  business  is  to  lend 
money  at  the  common  rate  of  interest,  and  thos 
prevent  usury.  The  owners  of  boi^  ore  gen- 
■ollv  rich  men,  who  have  not  only  their  per- 
mal  liberty,  but  a  large  property  to  risk,  by 
sedition,  treason,  and  rebellion.  It  is  tneir 
interest  to  resist  oppression.  We  need  scarcely 
point  to  the  Oontinent  of  £urope  for  proof  <^ 
the  fact,  when  we  ttsserC,  that  trade  and  hanks 
cannot  nomish  where  despotism  prevails.  DeH- 
potic  power  generally  rnms  trade  and  banks, 
';  no  instance  occnrs  in  history  where  banks, 
.  under  the  control  of  Government,  have  rain- 
a  State.  A  hank  owned  by  Government, 
and  onder  its  command,  would  be  an  engine 
dangeronH  to  the  people.  But  when  owned  by 
individuals,  neither  the  people  nor  the  Gov- 
ernment have  any  thins  to  fear  from  It.  It  is 
then  dependent  on  bom  for  its  bnsines^  pros- 
perity, and  osofDlneas, 

With  the  evidence  which  both  history  and 
experience  offer  to  oar  reflection,  we  cannot 
doubt  the  utility  of  banks,  nor  deny  but  that 
they  have  been  beneficial  to  ns.  And  we  ore 
JuatiSed  in  the  conclasion,  that,  under  proper 
r^nlations,  they  may  subserve  the  best  intere^ 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  They  ore 
now  in  succeasfti]  operation  in  almost  every 
Btate  in  the  Union,  and  that  they  have  been 
useful,  lie  present  prosperous  Btate  of  the  conn- 
try  abundantly  proves.  We  ei^oy  as  perfect 
security  fbr  life,  liberty,  and  property,  as  any 
people  under  any  Government  ever  did.  Theae 
are  the  great  ohjects  of  a  good  Government. 
And  we  may  tnimaphsntly  ask,  where  is  the 
nation  or  people  that  ei^oy  theM  with  more 
freedom  and  safety  than  the  American  people! 
A  parallel  for  onr  liberty  and  prosperty,  for 
the  lost  twenty  years,  is  not  to  be  fonnd  in  the 
history  of  man.  Our  wealth,  population,  and 
resources,  have  increased  beyond  what  any  one 
would  have  calculated  or  Imagined,  and  beyond 
what  strangers  and  foreigners  now  beheve. 
Indnstry,  wealth,  and  contentment,  pervade 
every  quarter  of  onr  country,  and  poverty  and 
oppreMion  are  nnknown  to  our  dtitens. 

in  1761,  the  year  this  bank  was  incorporated, 
onr  exports  amonnted  to  about  eighteen  mil- 
lions cfddlars;  and  In  18M,  they  had  Increased 
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tu  tboat  uveaty-six  milltoiii,  gMPing  in  tiiirtoeii 
years  fiftj-eighl  millions;  and  oar  toDoage  in 

aboDt  the  same  proportion. 

Maoh  of  this  proMeritj'  ia  to  be  attribated  to 
the  active  capital  whiob  has  exdt«d  industry, 
and  a.  spirit  of  enterprise  among  as,  and  the  so- 
tivitj  of  this  capital  his  been  in  a  graat  dc^n^e 
created  and  promoted  by  the  Bank  of  the  Coit- 
cJ  States.  Its  operatioQB  hare  been  estensiTe 
in  dl  onr  trading  toims.  It  haa  uded  in  loans 
and  discoants,  and  aseisted  in  the  ctdlection, 
safe-keeping,  and  tranamisrion  of  our  reTenaes. 
It  has  been  the  depository  of  our  Treasury,  and 
is  now  become  incorporated  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  fiscal  department  of  oor  Govem- 
ueat.  The  ooDQectlon  whicli  it  baa  formed 
with  almost  every  branch  of  boslDeaB  in  the 
country,  b  not  slight  and  trifling,  and  so  eaaily 
to  ha  severed  as  some  seem  to  believe.  Ita 
operations  are  deeply  interwoven  with  the 
dealings  and  concerns  of  all  the  men  of  bou- 
ne^  in  the  United  States. 

With  a  capital  of  ten  million^  it  has  fomidi- 
ed  accommodations  of  fiHteen  millioiu  a  ywr. 
This  has  been  employed  principally  in  trade ; 
in  making  prompt  and  cash  pajmuitB  to  our 
farmers  for  their  prodnc&  This,  Bg^D,  ^*> 
Aimished  to  our  citizens  a  ready  and  profitable 
market  fur  every  article  of  prodnoe.  These 
high  profits  of  a  good  market  have  gone  into 
the  hands  of  the  fanner,  to  cultivate,  improve, 
and  enrich  Iho  country.  And  travel  through 
any  State  in  the  Union,  and  their  effeota  nuy 
Lie  readily  seen,  affording  a  prospect,  conaoling 
and  elevating  to  the   philanthropist  and  the 

eDtriot.  The  hmd  is  highlv  onliivated,  good 
uildinga,  tnrnpike  roadl,  bridgee,  and  other 
aijiensive  improvement,  indicate  the  wealth  of 
uur  citizens,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  oonntrj. 
Mooey  has  been  freely  ciroalatcd,  trade  has  been 
active,  prodnoe  high,  and  our  oonntry  has  been 
improved  by  these  nnexampled  advantages  to  a 
degree  far  beyond  what  the  most  sangnine  cal- 
culations, twenty  years  ago,  coiUd  have  antici- 
pated. And  yet,  sir,  we  are  gravely  told  that 
this  bank  has  nearly  ruined  the  country^  that  it 
is  threatening  our  l>eet  interests  with  destrno- 
tion.  As  well  might  gentlemen  tell  us  that 
total  darkness  prevails  at  noon-day,  or  that  the 
sun,  in  his  meridian  splendor,  affords  neither 
light  nor  heat  to  any  part  of  thjs  ^obe. 

The  prindpal  portion  of  the  trade  and  bu«- 
neas  of  the  United  States  has  been  conducted  by 
a  paper  mediam;  metallic  has  aoarcely  been 
seen.  The  amonnt  of  this  oironlaling  medium 
is,  say  fifty  millions.  Now  what  ia  proposed  bv 
denying  a  renewal  of  the  United  states'  Bank 
charter  1  That  this  bank  shall  close  ila  con- 
oerna,  and  of  conrae  stop  all  its  acconUnodations, 
This  mast  necessarily  check  and  change  at 
least  one-third  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the 
oount^.  It  will  ondeniably  reqmre  $24,000,000 
to  be  direoled  to  one  operation,  and  for  a  time 
to  one  point— for  the  capital  is  $10,000,000; 
this  is  to  be  coUeotod  to  divide  among  the  stock- 
holders.    There  are  $1G,000,000  due  to  the 
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bank ;  this  must  be  oolleoted.  This  wiO'on*- 
sion  a  deraaoid  for  this  amount  from  other 
Bonroee ;  it  must  be  paid.  And  the  $6,000,000 
in  the  bonk  makes  the  sum  of  $34,000,000, 
which  must  be  suddenly  called  in.  Tbe  cSmi 
this  will  have  upon  the  various  interests  ia  Ika 
country  can  neither  hn  described  nor  concHTei 
It  must  inevitably  ^ve  a  general  aod  httTx 
shock  to  all  poper  credit ;  tUs  credit,  so  muu 
and  profitably  in  opention,  must  n^it  i 
severe,  if  not  a  mortal  wound.  And  whit  >ab- 
stitute  have  we  for  thia  when  it  shall  b«  ds- 
strayed  t  Silver  and  gold  coin  cannot  be  idiid 
on.  There  is  not  t>om  the  beet  eeUmit«  in 
amount  to  exceed  $10,000,000  specie  in  ill  oor 
oities  and  trading  towns  and  (Lis  will  be  col- 
looted  by  thia  bank.  The  price  ol  ill  stccfa) 
and  every  kiod  of  prodnoe  oitd  ^eoies  of  prop- 
erty must  suffer  a  great  deprce^n,  &r  a  scai^ 
ty  of  money  enhances  its  value,  and  conseqioit- 
Ij  depresses  the  value  of  eveir  otbo:  spmM  tl 
properly.  That-thissudden,  if  not  totildMnge 
in  our  system,  must  occasicMi  great  embimw- 
ment,  prodnoe  failores,  disappointinuits,  ud 
distress,  among  our  citizens,  ia  certain. 

Put  down  this  bank,  and  how  tlien  are  noi 
revenues  to  be  collected?  Through  the  ntediiim 
of  the  Sute  banks  t  You  do  what  no  amdnt 
man,  in  his  individuol  concerns,  would  thiiit  of 
doing.  You  discard  a  faithful,  honest,  re^M- 
sible  agent,  whose  integrity  and  fiddity  Jo* 
have  known  for  twenty  years,  and  yeu  ptm 
your  estate  in  the  hands  and  at  the  dirooeil  of 
twenty  or  thirty  entire  strangers,  iJ  wbon 
character  and  responabilitj  you  knowDothiod 
nor  have  the  meaits  of  acquiring  any  knowledfe, 
and  over  whose  conduct  yon  nave  no  coatnA 
Should  an  individual  act  thus  with  hia  pnq>ertT, 
be  would  be  deemed  to  have  lost  all  nguAkt 
it,  if  not  considered  a  madman.  In  resorting 
to  the  State  banka,  we  are  offering  the  anioiiit 
c^  our  revenne  as  a  trannty  for  intrigaes,  catnip 
and  Actions,  through  the  country.  Id  iloiMt 
every  State  there  are  a  number  of  bank*,  ind 
eaoh  will  endeavor  to  get  the  revenue  oulleciw 
in  that  State,  to  keep  and  trade  with.  It  mM 
be  given  to  one,  or  divided  among  than  ill.  u 
oaa  is  selected  as  the  favorite,  aU  the  rert  b» 
come  Jealous,  disaatisSed,  and  exert  (heir  tap^ 
and  inflnenoe  agaimt  the  favorite  bank  md  il* 
patron,  the  Governmeot.  Thia  will  awaken  i 
spirit  of  taction  in  every  State,  yet  unknown  h 
this  country.  If  stl  are  to  be  gratifiad  in  aiur 
request  for  the  deposits,  the  Ooverament  ninst 
open  separate  acconnb  with  all  the  ififibtnt 
banks  in  the  country,  to  the  amonnt  of  fiftr* 
sixty ;  and  new  companies  will  be  ixtaed,  >M 
new  applicants  request  to  divide  tbe  busing 
and  share  the  profits.  Indeed,  there  will  be  no 
end  to  the  scenes  of  speculation  and  intrim 
which  willsoonappear,  if  thisoouTMiisdaptw 
by  the  Qovernnient. 

Mr.  Sbtbmt.— It  may  be  said  tbit  thii  mH- 
ject  has  been  exhausted  by  the  disoossioiH™ 
the  ablest  politicians  of  the  oonntrf.  I  *"> 
premise,  the  remarks  which  I  shall  <^  "* 
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intended  eolely  to  Jostify  the  vote  whicli  it  is 
mj  inteaUon  to  give  on  thia  momeDtonB  oc- 

The  qnestion  pending  the  United  Statu'  Bank 
bus  excited  a  peanliar  iatereat  thronghont  this 
attion,  more  especially  in  our  aeaporta.  The 
dkaolntiun  of  this  institation,  which  from  \tB 
limitation,  will  expire  on  the  fourth  of  Uaroh 
Wit,  has  b«eQ  portrayed  in  oolora  of  the  darkest 
■hades,  and  the  distrcMcs  which  man^  maintain 
wilt  be  consequent  to  that  event,  coll  eerioiul; 
for  a  fkir  and  deliberate  in vesti gallon.  I  hope, 
«ir,  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  imposing  on  the  pa- 
tence  of  the  Uonw,  when  it  is  recalleeted  that 
the  commnnity  which  I  represent  have  employed 
boT'tenthe  of  the  capit^  stock  of  the  United 
8tat«B'  Bank.  If  evil  consequences  are  bi  at- 
tend the  diS^lotion  of  this  estahlishment,  or  if 
beneficial  resnlte  proceed  from  its  continaance, 
in  either  case  I  most  feel  myself  essentially  in- 
t^eeted;  itis  therefore  my  wish  to  be  distiootly 
nnderstood  apon  the  important  principles  which 
have  oonneotion  with  Uie  great  qaeetioD  now 


At  the  last  season  of  Congress,  I  presented 
the  memorial  of  the  PreddeDt,  Birectors,  and 
Stoetholden  at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ; 
at  that  time  I  entertained  no  positive  opinion 
Ml  the  subject ;  the  discnssions  which  took 
place  in  the  committee  to  whom  the  memorial 
was  referred,  necessarily,  as  a  duty  on  my  part, 
eicited  that  attention  which  the  importance  of 
the  qnestion  imperiously  demanded.  Under  cir- 
eomstauces  of  doubt,  I  voted  in  &vor  of  report- 
ing a  resolution  in  support  of  the  bank,  for  the 
pupom  o(  giring  to  the  establishment  every 
chance  which  reason  could  urge ;  at  tiie  same 
tfaue  reserving  to  myself  the  right  to  prononnce 
a  Snal  decision,  according  as  policy  and  expe- 
dteney,  bnt  more  especiaUy  as  principle  shoidd 
dictate.  I  will  admit,  sir,  that  this  is  not  the 
time  or  place  to  inatitnte  the  general 'inquiry, 
Tbether  banks  are  or  are  not  beneficial  to  a 
natioD  t  Because,  whether  the  charter  of  the 
Cnited  States'  Bank  be  renewed  or  not,  the 
terersl  States,  who  have  the  nnqnesttoned  an- 
ttority  to  iacomtrate  bank  establishments,  have 
already  created  many,  which  it  is  not  in  oar 
power  to  control.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  declare, 
thoogh  many  persons  in  the  United  States  are 
decidedly  opposed  to  a  banking  system,  under 
every  po«sible  circumstance,  1  am  not  of  this 
dass.    Eiperienoe  has  proved,  in  a  manner  very 


partially  directed,  and  when  the  accommoda- 
tion afforded  by  them  is  prudently  employed ; 
the  great  difficnlty  seems  to  be  to  oonflne  the 

ram  within  its  proper  limits.  I  understand 
proposition  as  applicable  to  the  agricnltural, 
maunCaetnriDg,  and  oommerolal  interests  of  the 
Cuted  States. 

For  my  prooh  of  this  proportion,  I  will  not 
rely  upon  the  femous  Bank  of  8t,  George,  at 
Oenoa,  whose  authority,  by  a  gentleman  fiom 
Kew  York,  (Hr.  FiSK,)  has  been  considered  of 
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much  weight.  I  will  recall  to  the  mind  of  my 
friend  the  remark  of  an  intelligent  traveller, 
who,  when  lie  visited  this  bank  of  antiquity, 
exclaimed ;  Here  lies  concealed  the  enigmn, 
whether  the  bank  possesses  millions  of  millions, 
or  whether  it  is  indebted  millions  of  millions  I 
He  conctndes,  Upon  this  important  secret  rests 
the  safety  of  the  State.  Unhappy  State,  say  I, 
whose  safety  depends  npon  a  secret  concealed 
within  the  vaults  of  a  bank.  Perhaps  to  a 
development  of  this  secret  may  wo  attribote 
the  present  servile  condition  of  the  people  of 
the  once  far-famed  and  powerful  Bepnbtic  tk 

Sir,  I  am  deddedly  opposed  to  a  promtnenli 
and  what  to  me  appears  to  be  a  very  dangerous 
feature  in  the  bill  now  under  consideration.  I 
oUude  to  the  eighth  section,  which  admits  of  an 
increaseof  the  present  capital  stock  of  the  bank. 
Adopt  tilts  provision,  you  will  thereby  create 
an  Herculean  power,  which  will  Lave  at  its 
mercy  all  the  minor  institutions  of  the  States ; 
thna  constituted,  it  can  oppress  and  destroy 
thera,  as  whim  or  interest  may  dictate.  The 
steps  which  have  been  taken  preparatory  to  a 
dissolution  of  the  present  bank,  it  is  said,  occa- 
sion much  embBTrOBsment,  and  threaten  with 
min  many  of  our  dtizens ;  if  the  present  capital 
of  ten  millions  aan  thus  affect  society,  who  will 
pretend  to  accumnlate  present  evils,  or  risk  en- 
tailing misery  on  posterity,  solely  for  the  pur- 
Eose  of  a  temporary  gain  to  the  Government) 
1  this  question  Pennsylvania  is  deeply  con- 
cerned ;  she  has  several  millions  of  dollars  in- 
vested in  her  banks ;  this  to  her  is  a  valuable 
source  of  revenue ;  upon  this  may  she  predicate 
much  of  her  future  prosperity ;  hence  will  she 
derive  the  fnnds  requisite  for  future  internal 
improvements ;  but  if  you  fill  up  the  blanks  in 
this  section  with  a  considerable  sum,  all  theee 
prospocte  will  be  blasted  forever ;  yon  will 
thereby  destroy  the  tree  from  whose  ramifica- 
tions were  to  emanate  the  blessings  of  peace 
and  the  sinews  of  war.  Those  of  her  represen- 
tatives who  may  deem  it  politio-and  oonstitn- 
tioiud  to  vote  for  a  continuance  of  the  charter 
of  the  United  States'  Bank,  ought  surely  to 
oppose  any  increase  of  the  present  capital ;  we 
oAia  heen  told  that  that  wnich  now  exists  has 
been  found  snfiicient  for  all  purposes,  at  a  time 
when  our  commerce  was  much  more  extenuve 
tiian  we  have  reastHi  to  suppose  will  soon  again 
be  the  case. 

The  history  of  the  banks  In  onr  oonnti-v  !n> 
forms  uB,  that  the  one  usually  termed  the  Bank 
of  North  America  was  the  first  establishment 
of  the  kind  which  received  the  sanction  of  the 
Government.  This  institution  was  incorporated 
by  an  act  of  Oongress,  in  the  month  of  May, 
1761,  under  the  authority  of  the  "Articles  of 
Oonfederation."  The  present  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  incorporated  by  an  act  of 
Coi^p-eas,  on  the  aeth  of  February,  1791,  during 
the  operation  of  the  present  CkmaUtution  of  the 
United  SUtes. 

Witliout  an  attempt  to  examine  ever)-  hypo- 
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thens,  which  has  beeti  or  which  might  be  pro- 
pMed,  reapeoting  the  constitation^itj  of  the 
principle,  I  will  content  mjself  with  the  Btate- 
ment  of  ue  ooae,  aach  aa  it  appean  to  mj  miiuL 
The  first  pnblio  act  which  1  performad  u  a 
member  M  the  OonKreas  of  the  TJDited  States, 
was,  to  swear  solemnly  that  I  woold  support  the 
CoastitntioQ  of  the  Ucited  States.  It  therefore 
is  mj  dut;  to  examine  and  ooiwder  its  preoepts, 
aooording  to  the  best  of  017  ability. 

The  "Arddes  of  ConfederatioD "  and  the 
present  Oonatitntion  of  the  Uaited  States  do  not 
uiffer  as  regards  any  power  delegated  b;  the 
States  to  Congrees,  tonching  charters  of  inoor- 
poration.  I  can  never  persnade  mjself  that 
th^  oonatitntion  was  intended  other  than  to 
'  have  a  definite  meaning;  or  that  it  was  ever 
contemplated  to  speak  an  eqoivocal  language ; 
Amblgaitir  arises  solely  from  the  misooncepiions 
of  its  intcipretera ;  it  is  very  plain  and  of  easy 
oomprebension,  especiallj  as  it  relates  to  the 
present  qnestion,  amce  it  is  totallj  silent  on  the 
right  to  create  corporations — its  wiedom  is  fur- 
ther illoatrated  by  the  special  provision  for  the 
only  eiclosiTe  privilc^  which  la  oonsiatent  with 
a  free  and  eqnol  government,  and  that  ia  in 
favnr  of  genios. 

The  nowers  delisted  by  the  States  are  epo- 
dal  and  de6ned,  and,  it  is  ezpreealy  declared  by 
the  constitution,  that  "the  powers  not  delegated 
to  the  United  States  by  the  conatitntioD,  nor 
prdiibited  by  it  to  the  StSiteB,  ire  reserved  to 
the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people,"  This 
langnage  needs  no  interpretation.  I  cannot  for 
a  moment  permit  myself  to  suppose,  that  tbe 
patriots  who  were  tested  during  tbe  long-con- 
tinoed  nncertainty  of  the  most  important  events 
of  onr  Bevolntionarj  period,  and  to  whom  was 
ultimately  assigned  the  ri^bt  and  power  to  con- 
struct tbe  instrument  which  ia  to  gnide  us  in 
tbe  politioal  labyrinth— that  they  intended  tiiia 
their  great  work  abonld  alone  be  explicable  by 
that  roflned  reasoniog  to  which  common  sense 
is  a  stranger,  I  never  can  admit.  Sorely  that 
which  tbey  framed  for  the  good  and  saonrity  of 
every  Indlridnal  in  the  natkin,  mnst  be  ezpr«a»ed 
in  a  manner  to  be  understood  by  ordinary  men, 
and  those  whom  it  was  intended  to  direct  Sir, 
if  umpUcity  was  not  ori^nally  oont«mplated  by 
the  &amera  of  the  constitution,  why  the  impo- 
ntion  on  the  people  in  publishing  it  to  the 
world)  Was  it  not  a  prodigal  waste  ot  labor 
and  materials,  to  fnmuh  every  citizen  of  our 
country  with  a  oopy  of  that  which  can  only  be 
understood  by  proiesmonal  men,  or  snch  as  are 
eminently  skilled  in  scholastic  reseat  t  It  had 
better  remain  a  secret,  concealed  amongst  the 
musty  rolls  in  tbe  archives  of  State,  than  be  a 
pumJe  for  mankind.  As  long  as  this  instrament 
u  preserved  pure  and  nntaraished,  it  will  re- 
ceive a  becoming  reapeot  fi«m  your  fellow- 
citizens — it  will  be  regarded  as  "the  stupendous 
fabric  of  hnman  invention."  Remember,  the 
present  argument,  in  several  important  points 
of  view,  affects  posterity  in  common  with  onr- 
aelvee.    Ton  had  better  commit  the  aniot«Ui- 


gible  Jargon  to  the  flames,  than  by  the  ag^fty 
of  oonstrnotioo,  .nentraliM  wisdom  by  fcdly. 
Sir,  if  we  have  a  constitution  which  the  people 
oauDot  nnderstand,  J  then  my,  cut  tbe  original 
into  slips,  and  provide  the  means  for  a  better ; 
or,  if  that  is  not  to  be  done,  and  we  are  to  be 
ruled  by  the  iron  band  of  power,  in  that  eas^ 
aa  one  of  the  American  jieop]»,  I  will  pray  yon 
to  be  gradonly  pleased  to  grant  a  pbun  bUI  of 
rights  for  our  belter  government. 

If  we  look  back,  and  attentively  view  the  oe- 
curreneee  which  took  place,  when  the  law  in- 
corporating the  Dreaeot  bank  <tf  tJie  United 
States  was  enacteo,  we  shall  find  onr  reasoning 
snpp(»ted  and  confirmed  by  many  important 
circumatancea ;  we  shall  then  perceive,  thai  the 
act  of  iooorporatiou  wns  i^poeed  on  ooostita- 
tional  ground,  by  men  who  were  and  oontinne 
to  be  esteemed  for  tlieir  talents,  political  skill, 
judicial  knowledge,  protuty  and  pabiotism;  and 
it  has  been  admitted,  that  the  arEntneuts  for- 
merly nrged  are  nnanswerable.  That  tlie  power 
to  oreate  corp<»ations  was  never  intendnd  to  be 
ceded  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  is  proved 
beyond  all  manner  of  contradiction ;  for  we  are 
told  by  the  highest  anthoritj,  by  one  who  wm 
a  member  of  the  General  ConventioI^  that  it 
had  been  proposed  to  cede  to  Oongreae  tha 
power  to  create  corporations,  and  that  the 
proportion  was  rejected,  aftar.a  deliberate  dis- 
cussion. In  my  opinicxi  this  decision  is  in  proof 
of  the  sagacity  and  wisdcHn  of  those  who  made 
it ;  it  was  highly  justifiable  to  retsin  tbis  power 
to  be  exercised  by  the  States;  becanae^  corpo- 
rations are  generally  fonnded  on  circnmstaooea, 
which  are  entirely  local — as  such,  they  can  be 
better  understood  by  the  Legialatoree  oJ*  the  re- 

Sective  States,  than  by  that  of  the  Gftoeral 
ovemment. 

The  experience  of  aveiy  aestion  proves  that 
the  decisions  of  Congreaa  vary  with  the  men 
who  at  different  times  oompoee  that  body; 
therefore,  the  act  of  February,  1T91,  can  havo 
no  force  in  settling  the  nrinoiple  contended  for. 

I  have  heard  it  niged,  that  the  States  have 
recognized  the  oonatitntionality  of  the  United 
States'  Bank,  by  theb  laws.  I  know  of  no  law 
in  any  of  the  States,  which  declares  this  chartar 
constitntionaL  Were  it  even  proved,  that 
several  of  the  Statea  had  published  this  doda- 
ration,  with  me  it  would  signify  nothing,  un- 
less the  sanction  of  two  ^irds  of  the  States  waa 
thus  had.  On  a  former  ocoawon,  several  of  tha 
States  were  induced,  ih)m  peculiar  circumstan- 
ces, to  retinqnish  for  a  time  their  right  in  favor 
of  a  particular  oase — I  allode  to  the  Brst  estah- 
liahment  of  the  Bank  of  Korth  America.  If 
this  had  been  intended  to  decnde  this  veiy  im- 
portant questjon,  without  any  reservation  of 
their  power  iq  other  cases,  they  would  have 
exprefHod  it  in  the  most  positive  and  onequivo- 
cal  manner. 

Sir,  it  may  be  asked,  how  did  the  Congresa, 
whilst  acting  mider  the  "  Articles  of  Confnierft- 
tion,"  incorporate  the  Bank  of  North  America, 
though  their  powers  wer«  no  more  extensive 
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thiB  thorn  of  the  present  Oongresa?  We  ehall 
not  lose  by  this  inveatigation — the7  declared 
that  "the  exinnoies  of  th«  United  States 
rendered  it  indiqwiiMbl;  neoeaaaiT  that  imch 
an  act  be  immeokt^  pMeed,"  nnd,  at  that 
period,  the  Board  <tf  War  ooofeaied  thej  had 
not  moaer  eoffldont  to  paj  the  ezpetise  of  for- 
warding an  exprew  to  toe  Oommander'in-ohief 
of  the  Armj  I  Notwithstanding  such  urgent 
neceeutlea  on  the  part  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment; the;  wen  too  cooMione  of  the  rights  of 
the  Btatee  to  attempt  a  naorpation  of  authorit;-, 
ot  to  pretend  to  force  thLs  act  without  their 
■aneUon ;  aocor^ii^7,  we  find  the  T«eolntlon 
Taj  which  this  hank  was  eitablidied  followed  by 
anotho',  which  recommended  to  tiie  Legistatore 
of  each  of  the  States  the  necesritv  to  pBM  sach 
Iwwfl  aa  thej  jodged  requisite  for  ^ving  the 
ordinance,  bj  which  the  mibscribera  to  the 
I^nk  of  Nortii  Anierioa  were  iuoorporated,  Ita 
fiiD  opffl«tion ;  every  provision  in  the  ohwter 
of  this  hank,  to  have  full  effect,  waa  reoom- 
manded  to  the  Le^slatnree  of  the  several  States 
tat  their  approbation.  {Sm  Journal*  qf  Con- 
praw/or  1781,  wi.  7fA,  M>.  367  oruJ  S56.) 

It  U  a  well-known  and  an  important  fact,  that 
the  rabecribers  to  the  Bank  of  North  America 
did  not  rest  satisfied  of  the  authority  of  Con- 
gresa  to  iDoorporate  tbem ;  mbseqiiently  to  the 
(viginal  act  of  inoorporation,  Uiey  accepted 
from  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  a  charter 
by  which  their  privilegee  were  very  maoh 
abridged. 

Some  maint^  the  States  having  made  it 
pennl  to  pass  ooanterfeitB  of  the  notea  of 
tba  United  States'  Bank,  is  in  proof  of  their 


«  intended  other  than  to  gnard  the  people 
against  fraud.  These  statutes  were  enacted 
without  any  connection  with  or  reference  to  the 
priudple  npon  which  the  original  act  was 
founded.    It  is  bnt  too  well  known,  notwitli- 


d^j  circulation.  I  wiU  ask,  what  would  be 
the  case  if  snch  laws  had  not  been  pused  by 
the  Stat«a?  Sir,  if  it  requires  all  our  care  to 
prevent  an  inundation  from  Boob  bank  paper 
aa  is  acknowledged  to  be  genuine,  for  Heaven's 
Nk»  do  ncA  risk  the  aecority  of  the  people^  by 
an  indirect  sanation  of  socb  as  is  known  to  b« 
qrarlonal 

FuDAT,  Janoaiy  18. 

A  motion  wu  made  by  Hr.  Fuk,  that  the 
Hoose  do  now  a^jonm ;  and  the  question  being 
taken  thereon,  it  waa  determinea  in  the  oega- 
live — ^yeas  S,  nays  S9. 

Bank  qfOu  United  SUUa. 

The  Honae  <igaln  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  thfibill  to  renew  the 
etutrter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

llr.  BnRWXLL'a  motion  fbr  striking  out  the 
flnt  section  bung  still  nnder  consideretion. 


[H.  Of  B. 

Mr.  P.  B.  Pomrnn.— Kr.  Ohairman :  As  this 
bank  has  excited  so  extraordinary  an  interest  in 
every  part  of  the  United  States,  and  particululy 
in  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent ;  as  I  am  spprehensive,  from  what  took 
place  yesterday,  that  I  shall  be  found,  on  this 
qaestion,  in  opposition  to  a  majority  of  my  col- 
leagnes ;  and,  (what  will  always  be  an  impera- 
tive motive  with  me,)  an  I  think  this  bill  aims  a 
deadly  blow  at  some  of  the  best  principles  of 
the  constitution,  I  foel  it  my  duty  to  state  to 
the  House  the  gronnds  on  which  I  shsll  be  con- 
strained to  vote  for  striking  out  the  seotion  now 
under  oonrideration. 

I  aoknowledge  that  I  had  not,  nntU  lately, 
paid  any  particular  attention  to  tne  question  of 
the  coiutitotionality  of  this  institution.  I  sUnd, 
therefore,  in  this  respect,  on  safer  ground  than 
the  respectable  member  from  North  Caroliiu 
(Mr.  Uaook,)  for  I  have  no  reason  to  sunect  my- 
self of  any  long-root«d  prejodices  on  tlie  qoe^ 
tion.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  estab- 
lished at  a  time  when  I  was  not  in  the  haUt  of 
troubling  myself  with  snch  questions  I  had 
been  accustomed  to  think  of  it  as  an  iustitution, 
the  constitutionality  of  which  was  conceded  by 
oommon  consent.  But,  sir,  when  the  question 
was  again  stirred,  I  felt  It  my  duty  to  give  it  a 
thorough  Investigation  before  I  should  sanction 
it  by  my  vote.  I  have  given  it,  if  not  a 
thorough,  at  least  a  candid  and  impartial  ex- 
amination ;  and  the  result  has  been,  a  full  con- 
viction that  we  have  do  right  to  incorporate  a 
bank  upon  the  principles  of  the  bill  on  Uie  ta- 
ble, or  rather,  npon  Uie  priniuples  of  the  origi- 
nal charter,  which  this  bill  proposes  to  renew. 
The  groimd  of  my  objection  is,  that  it  Bfisumea 
the  exercise  of  legislative  powers  which  belong 
ezdnsifely  to  the  State  Governments. 

I  shall  not  touch  the  question  of  the  expe- 
diency of  this  bank,  much  less  tiie  expediency 
of  btmklng  generally.  If  I  were  oompetent, 
which  I  confess  I  am  not,  to  the  task,  I  shonld 
think  it  a  very  unprofitable  one,  to  follow  the 
gentleman  through  all  the  mazes  of  the  banking 
system— a  system,  sir,  about  the  varionaand 
important  operations  and  e&cts  of  which  on 
oivU  society,  awde  from  a  few  obvious  truths 
whiolk  it  furnishes,  I  hare  found  that  those  gen- 
tlemen who  have  profeieed  to  onderstand  ^em 
beet,  have  differed  most  As  I  propose  to  coo- 
fine  myself  to  the  constitutional  question  sol^, 
I  hope  I  shall  be  allowed  to  take  a  littie  broader 
range  on  this  point,  than  baa  been  taken  by  tiie 
gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me. 

I  am  aware  how  ungraoious  oonsiitntional 
objections  to  the  powers  of  this  House  are  with 
those,  and  there  are  many  such,  who  believe 
that  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Government 
are,  at  best,  too  oontraoted;  and  who  would 
be  glad  to  see  all  the  State  rights  merged  and 
suu  into  a  consolidated  government.  Whi^ 
erer  may  be  my  speculative  opinions  on  tbiB 
subject,  1  can  never  be  influenced,  by  motive* 
of  ezpedieno^,  to  swerve  from  my  allegiance  to 
the  constitution.     This  sentiment  is  indelibly 
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fixed  on  mj  mind,  and  I  tmst  it 
one  hi  the  members  of  tliis  oommittee.  That, 
In  adhering  Htriotlv  to  the  obligation  we  have 
taken  to  support  tlie  Constitalion  of  the  Dnited 
^tates,  we  not  only  perform  a  sacred  dntj  to 
loDTBelTes,  bat  we  render  a  better  service  to  the 
Ireal  and  penoaneut  interests  of  oar  country 
fthaa  we  conld  possibly  render  bj  a  departnre 
Trom  tbat  obligation ;  even  thongh  that  de- 
partore  were  to  avert  so  seriona  a  calamity  as 
■  general  bankruptcy — a  oalamity  which,  in 
order  to  alarm  the  timid,  has  been  held  out  as 
the  inevitable  oonseqaenoe  of  a  refhaal  to  re- 
new this  charter. 

I  should  be  surprised  at  the  general  aoqnies- 
cence  which  seems  to  have  been  yielded  ki  the 
oonstitntionality  of  Ibia  iastitDtioa,  did  I  not 
believe  that  otoera  bad  been  as  innerfidal  in 
thtir  esaminaUon  of  the  subject  as  I  had  my- 
self. Wben  objections  are  made  to  the  consti- 
tutionality of  the  law,  the  people,  in  the  cur- 
sory views  which  they  are  accnstomed  to  take 
of  such  objects,  are  apt  to  adopt,  as  the  tests  of 
its  coostitnCionaiity,  the  powen  of  the  State 
and  Federal  Governments  collectively ;  and  if 
they  End  nothing  in  the  law  offensive  to  the 
principles  of  civil  liberty,  nothing  nncongenial 
with  tbe  spirit  of  a  Republican  Government, 
they  rest  satisfied,  and  do  not  trouble  them- 
selves with  nice  d^tinctions  between  the  pow- 
ers peculiar  to  the  one  or  the  otiier  of  these 
Govemmente.  Such  reasoning  would,  how- 
ever, ill  become  the  s^acity  of  this  House. 

One  of  the  most  serions  dangers  with  which 
our  Government  is  threatened,  and  it  is  a  dan- 
ger growing  out  of  the  very  nature  and  struc- 
tnre  of  the  Government  itself  consists  in  its 
tendency  to  pmdnee  collisions  between  State 
and  Federal  anCboritios.  The  Federal  Govern- 
ment as  was  observed  by  my  loamed  colleague, 
(Mr.  MrrcHiLL,)  is  intpartum  in  imperio,  a  govern- 
ment within  a  government ;  and  the  mi^ortune 
is,  that  there  exists  no  friendly  lltird  power  to 
decide  tbe  oontrorersiee  which  may  arise  be- 
tween theee  two  great,  independent,  and,  in 
many  respects,  rival  authorities.  The  public 
peace  roust  be  kept,  if  kept  at  all,  by  the  oou- 
<^iatory  dispositions  of  the  parties  themselves. 
As  then  we  have  a  common  interest  in  the  pre- 
servation of  both  theee  Governments — as  we 
are  as  well  the  suMects  of  tbe  imptrrio  as  of  the 
imperimn,  we  ought  to  act  with  great  circum- 
spection and  delicacy  in  the  assnmption  of  pow- ' 
ers  which  do  not  clearly  belong  to  as.  It  is 
better  to  forego  the  exercise  of  powers  to  which 
wa  are  entitled,  if  the  exercise  of  them  is  not 
very  important,  rather  than  hazard  the  assump- 
tion of  doubtful  ones,  the  fiitat  consequences  of 
which  my  honorable  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
BtEWKu-jhasBO  Justly  deprecated. 

The  great  line  of  demarcation  between  the 
powers  of  the  Stale  and  Federal  Governments  is 
well  understood.  The  powers  of  the  State  Gov- 
ernments extend  to  the  regulation  of  all  their 
Internal  concerns :  those  of  tbe  Federal  Oovem- 
roent  to  tbe  management  of  all  our  ezlenml  re- 


.  latlons — extern  ol  as  regards  the  individoalStstH, 
aa  well  as  the  States  in  their  collective  capscity. 
The  general  ideae  upon  which  our  RepubUo  is 
founded,  ace  these  :  That  smail  temtoriea  are 
better  adapted  to  the  suceessM  admioistnliai 
of  Justice  wan  large  coies.  In  a  RepubUo,  <rb«i 
the  people  are  the  soverogns  and  source  oTpoV' 
er,  it  is  important  that,  in  order  to  eOable  tbaa 
to  execute  this  power  discreetly,  they  ihoidd 
poewas  correct  information  iu  riilatiim  to  tba 
character  and  conduct  of  their  mlns,  andian- 
latlon  also  to  the  character  of  the  msMora 
which  they  nnrsne,  or  ought  to  punue ;  ud 
thia  information  ts  better  attaio<d  in  aaoiU 
than  in  a  large  territory.  Tbe  iitdividaal  8til« 
have  therefore  reserved  to  themselTss  tbe  ex> 
elusive  right  of  regulating  all  th^  intern^  and, 
as  I  may  say,  mnnidpal  concerns,  in  reistiui 
both  to  person  and  property,  lint  a  eingl* 
State  may  be  inadequate  to  its  own  protettioB 
agaiuM  toeign  violence ;  it  may  also  be  natUt 
to  enforoe  the  obaervanoe  of  proper  roles  ud 
regolatjons  fbr  csnying  on  its  ftnvign  trade  md 
intercourse.  The  Confederacy  of  the  StatM 
is  therefore  formed  for  the  pnrpote  of  attaiiiiiH 
these  two  objects,  namely,  iJie  regnlaiian  ana 
protection  of  the  trade  and  intercourse  of  th« 
States  with  each  other  and  foreign  naliias,  and 
their  security  against  foreign  invasion.  It  has 
gome  other  objects  in  view  of  minor  conse- 
quence,  and  immediately  conneoted  nitli  iheM 
principal  ones.  The  Constitutionoftbe  United 
States  is  tbe  basis  of  this  confederacy ;  and  it  i* 
only  necessary  to  read  tbe  constitotioa  to  pu^ 
oeive  that  it  is  nothing  more  than  a  delegatioB 
of  speciflc  powers  for  these  specific  parposeii 
and  that  the  general  soverwgnty  of  the  8tstM 
over  their  respective  territories  it  expressly  rs- 
tdned  by  the  States, 

Bnt,  sir,  independent  of  these  qweific  powen 
and  duties  of  tbe  Federal  Govemment,  it  h« 
another  and  distinct  set  of  powers  and  dBtiMlo 
perform  and  execute.  The  national  domun,  s> 
It  has  been  called,  embracing  the  lands  acqaind 
by  the  Bevolutionery  conflict ;  tbe  lands  udc* 
purchased  of  foreign  notions ;  and  the  Undi 
ceded  by  the  several  Statesto  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, belong  to  the  United  States  in  tbtif 
federate  cqtacity  ;  and  no  individnal  State,  m 
such,  baa  any  claim  to  orjnrisdictiotiovertlieBu 
As  to  these  lands  the  powers  of  tbe  Unitsd 
States  are  sovereign,  independent,  and  coin- 
plete :  and  the  Congress  of  the  United  Statei  ■> 
tbe  only  legitimate  authority  for  the  exerciM 
of  this  sovereignty.  The  powers  of  Congrm 
then,  in  relation  to  these  territories,  Include  tlia 
powers  of  both  tbe  Federal  and  State  govent- 
ments,  in  relation  to  the  States.  I  have  ad- 
verted to  this  branch  of  tbe  powers  of  tbe  fed- 
eral Government  as  a  means  of  dispelling  the 
obscurity  which  has  been  thrown  over  the  con- 
stitutional aneation,  to  which  I  thaU  soon  otHoe, 
by  confounding  the  powers  of  Congrtas  Otis' 
the  States,  with  their  powers  over  the  tern- 
tories.  A^piments,  to  which  I  shall  have  oc- 
cawoii  to  advert  in  the  ooarw  of  my  obsnTTa- 
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^aB&,  have  beoQ  nsed  to  jnstifj  the 
parti  ctiUr  powera  witbin  tne  limita  of  tbeStBt«9, 
from  our  acknowledged  tight  to  and  practical 
eiereise  ofsimUarpowerewithin  the  Territories. 

!□  diBCDEBing  const! tational  qnestiuus,  theo, 
ire  U7  down  taeae  axioma : — That  in  relation  to 
the  territories,  the  pon'ers  of  Oongress  are  sn- 
premo  and  eiclnaive;  that  in  rdation  to  the 
States,  they  are  Bpecificairy  defined  and  limited 
by  the  congtitntion — and  that  we  have  no  right 
to  exerdse,  within  the  limits  of  a  State,  any 
power  as  reuniting  from  the  general  rigiits  of 
■OTereijgnty  ;  because  that  HOTereigoty  belongs 
to  tbe  States  and  to  the  people,  ana  not  to  the 
Federal  GoTemment,  To  show  that  these  two 
last  positions  are  oorreet,  I  will  read  the  tenth 
article  in  the  amendment  of  the  oonstitntion  : 
"  Th«  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States 
by  the  coDctitntion,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the 
Staler,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively, 
or  the  people," 

As,  Uien,  the  incorporation  of  this  bank  in- 
Tolres  the  exercise  of  l^ieiative  powers  within 
the  JDrisdiction  of  the  States,  in  relation  to  the 
righta  of  property  between  the  oitiaens  of  those 
States  ;  and  as  no  power  to  iGCorporate  a  bank, 
eo  nomine,  is  to  be  found  in  the  constitution,  it 
would  eeem  safficient  for  ns  to  rest  the  argn- 
ment  here,  by  a  mere  denial  of  the  power,  and 
to  call  on  the  advocates  of  the  bank  to  riiow  its 
oonstitnttonality.  An  attempt  to  prove  this 
conAitQtionality  has  been  mace — not,  honever, 
sir,  by  argaments  advanced  by  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  in  their  places, 
(for  they  liave^  so  far,  observed,  and  I  under- 
stand that  they  will  continue  to  observe,  a  pro- 
fbnnd  silence  on  this  qneetion,)  but  by  arguments 
which  have  been  gratnttouslj  introduced,  by 
the  agent  of  the  bank.  I  sUnde  to  the  pamphlet 
whinh  has  within  a  fuw  days  past  been  printed 
and  distribnted  among  the  iqembera,  contain- 
ing  the  celebrated  argument  of  General  Hnmil- 
tou,  "  on  the  constitntionality  of  a  National 
Bank."  ks  that  pamphlet  is  d*  facto,  if  not  de 
^vro,  before  the  committee,  I  will,  if  tliBcomroit- 
tee  will  indulge  me,  attempt  to  examine  some  of 
the  principal  arguments  contained  in  it,and  I  will 
■bo  notice  some  additional  ones,  advanced  yes-  - 
terday  by  ray  honorable  friend  and  colleogne  on 
my  left,  (Mr.  Fisx.)  In  the  course  of  the  obser- 
rations  which  I  have  to  anbmit,  I  shall,  wlth- 
oat  doabt,  repeat  arffnmente  and  remarks  made 
by  the  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me,  and 
ouers  which  are  &miliar  to  the  members  of  the 
Mnnniittee.  Hy  excuse  most  reet  In  the  ditfi- 
cnlty  of  taking  a  connected  view  of  the  enhject, 
wiuout  snch  repetitions.  If  1  shall  he  so  for- 
tnDate  as  to  throw  a  single  new  ray  of  light  on 
this  important  qnestion,  I  shall  feel  amply  re- 
maiiM«ted  for  my  trouble,  and  I  shall  think  the 
time  of  the  commiiee  not  altogether  misspenL 

The  first  argument  in  this  pamphlet  is  fonnd- 
ed  on  the  sovereignty  of  the  powers  of  Con- 
greea.  The  Federal  Government  is  said  to  be 
■overeigoasto  alt  the  objects  for  which  thatGov- 
— ^  inatitnted.     A  sovereign  power 


includes,  by  force  of  the  term,  a  right  to  all  the 
means  appltcable  to  the  attamment  of  the  end 
for  which  that  power  is  given  ;  and  therefbre 
Congress  may,  m  virtue  of  their  sovereign  pow- 
er, create  incorporations  for  attaining  the  ends 
or  objects  of  those  powers. 

This  argument  is  founded  on  what  the  logi- 
cians <iBl\  petitw  prineipii,  or  begging  the  quefi- 
tion.  The  proposition,  thut  the  Government  is 
Boverci^,  is  asanmed,  to  prove  that  it  possesses 
the  attnbutes  of  sovereignty:  or,  in  other  words, 
the  fact  of  sovereignty  is  assumed,  to  prove  that 
sovereignty.  If  the  position  that  the  powers  of 
this  Government  are  sovereign  as  to  all  the  ob- 
jects of  them,  be  proved,  I  will  concede  the  con- 
sequence, to  wit :  that  we  have  o  right  to  es- 
tablish corporations  to  atttdn  these  objects — but 
I  deny  the  fact  of  sorereignty.  The  acts  of 
Congresa,  tt  is  said,  are  declared  by  the  consti- 
tution to  be  the  supreme  taw  of  the  land  :  and 
the  power  which  can  mate  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land,  is  necessarily  a  sovereign  power.  But 
I  deny  that  this  is  a  correct  definition,  or  ex- 
position of  sovereignty.  It  is  not  the  high  na- 
ture of  an  act,  nor  the  authority  of  the  act,  that 
stamps  the  character  of  sovereignty  on  him  who 
performs  it.  The  sheriff  of  a  county  who  puts 
a  man  to  death,  under  the  sentence  of  the  law, 
executes  an  act  of  as  high  import  and  author- 
ity as  human  power  can  execute ;  and  yet  the 
sheriff  of  a  county  Is  not  therefore  a  sovereign. 
His  authority  is  a  mere  delegated  authority — 
his  act  is  a  mere  miniiiterial,  mechanical  act. 
The  idea  of  sovereignty  imports  the  exercise  of 
discretion — of  judgment — of  will.  It  is  of  the 
very  essence  of  sovereign  power,  that  you  may 
execute  that  power,  or  not  execnte  it — that  you 
may  execute  it  when  you  will,  and  bow  yon 
will.  A  sovereign  power,  as  to  any  object,  in- 
cludes a  right  to  any  means,  and  all  the  means 
applicable  to  the  attainmentof  the  object.  Uut, 
At,  do  Congress  possess  sovereign  powers,  or, 
what  is  the  same  thing,  discretiunary  means,  as 
to  the  attainment  of  the  objects  of  tiiis  Govern- 
ment !  No,  sir.  The  constitution  is  not  a 
general  anthority  to  Congress  to  attain  the  ob- 
jects for  which  the  Government  was  establish- 
ed ;  but  it  is  an  enumeration  of  the  particular 
powers,  or  means,  by  which,  and  by  which  only, 
certain  objects  are  to  be  accomplished.  If  the 
powers  of  Congress  wore  sovereign,  they  Would 
of  necessity  coipprehend  all  the  means  applioS- 
ble  to  the  attainment  of  their  ol^ects ;  but  in- 
asmuch as  they  are  specific  and  circumscribed, 
that  very  circumstance  proves  that  tliey  are  not 
sovereign.  The  people  of  the  United  States  are 
the  true  sovereigns  of  this  country.  From  them 
all  power  emanates,  and  on  their  will  all  the  au- 
thority of  this  Government  depends.  The  pow- 
ers of  the  Federal  Government  are  mere  dele- 
gated chartered  authorities ;  and  in  the  exercise 
of  them  we  are  tied  down  to  the  letter  ot  the 
constitution.  Wu  have,  to  he  sure,  a  certain 
latitude  of  discretion  allowed  us,  within  the  let- 
ter and  pale  of  the  constitution  ;  and  so  fiir  we 
may  b«  said  to  puasess  a  sort  of  limited  qualified 
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sovereigntjr.  Bnt  the  ootutitntioD  is  the  otand- 
ard  bf  wUoh  to  mtttmn  tb«  qtuutDiii  and  ex- 
tent of  ODi  sovereigntf.  And  our  Borereigntj, 
which  is  the  renill  of  the  powers  Kiveu  in  the 
ocHistitation,  is  not  the  standard  by  which  to 
measore  the  oonstitntioiL  The  constitntion  is 
the  tnie  bed  of  Proonutee — and  oar  Borer- 
eigntj, however  unwilliiifplj  we  ms;  yield  it, 
most  be  the  Tiotim. 

Another  srgameDt,  which  is  rather  an  arga- 
ment  to  the  fbvor  tbantothe  light  of  this  bulk, 
is,  that  it  is  an  innocent  iustitation ;  that,  al- 
thongh  its  ereotioD  invdves  the  ezerdse  of  le- 
^slative  powers  within  the  States,  it  does  not 
abridge  or  aBust  the  rights  of  the  oitia»na,  as 
■ecnred  to  them  by  the  laws  of  tiioae  State*.  A 
corporation,  It  is  said,  ia  a  Sotion  d  the  law,  a 
mere  political  traoafomiation  of  a  number  of 
iadiridualB  from  their  natural  into  an  artifidal 
cbaracter,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  them  to 
do  bndaeea  to  better  advantage,  and  on  a  more 
extended  scale ;  bnt,  that  when  this  pcJItjcol 
owocdation,  thia  legal  entity,  is  once  formed,  it 
becomee  sattjeet  to  the  laws  of  the  Btate  in 
which  it  happens  to  be  placed. 

I  know,  air,  that  there  is  nothing  tbrmidable 
in  the  abstract  idea  of  a  ooqKtration.  It  is 
mere  [diantom  of  the  Ima^nation,  invisible,  ii 
tanpble,  and,  <tt  conrae,  innocent  But,  A 
when  the  legal  effects  of  this  inoorporatton  ar 
to  invest  the  individnats  whom  it  asBooiates 
with  privileges  and  immnnities  to  which  they 
were  not  before  entitled ;  when  this  le^  fiction 
is  interposed  to  shield  c^lain  individuals  &om 
the  liabilities  to  which  they  wonld  be  subject  as 
ordinary  citizens,  it  then  beocones  a  matter  of 
important  and  serioQS  consequenoe.  What . 
some  of  the  legal  eftects  of  this  inoorporatioi 

One  of  its  most  obvioos  and  distingnished 
oharaoterisUcs  is,  that  it  exempts  the  private 
property  and  persons  of  the  stixikholders  from 
all  liabiUty  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  die 
company.  By  the  laws  of  every  State  iu  the 
UnioD,  every  man  is,  I  believe,  liable  for  the 
payment  of  his  debts,  to  the  fall  amonnt  of  his 
private  fortone ;  and,  in  case  that  fortane  prove 
insofflcient;  his  personal  liberty  is  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  bis  creditor ;  at  least  to  a  certain  extent 
Is  not,  then,  the  axempti<ni  ih>m  these  liabil- 
ities an  important  immunity )  la  it  not  an  ez- 
ehnve  privilege  secured  to  the  stockholders  of 
tMabankt  Assaredly  it  is.  I  know  it  has  been 
eeii  that  a  number  of  individuals  may,  by  a 
private  association,  secure  to  themselves  all  the 
advantages  of  an  iaoorporated  company  ;  that, 
by  forming  a  oonunonnmd  or  stock  upon  whicli 
to  do  bosineee,  and  issoing  notes  chargeable 
Qpon  thatfond,  they  may  exonerate  their  per 
sons  and  private  property  from  all  liability  for 
the  p^ment  of  the  debl«  contracted  in  that  bos- 
ineas.  I  am  no  lawyer,  mr  ;  bnt  if  the  law  be 
what  it  is  said  to  be,  and  what  I  believe  it  to 
be,  *umraa  ratio,  then  I  prononnoe  thia  doc- 
trine not  to  be  law  ;  far  nothing  con  be  raore 
prepo«teroas  in  principle  than  to  say,  that  a  man 
nuQ',  by  his  own  aot,  avoid  the  force  of  on  obli- 


gation which  the  law  has  made  naivereal  ind 
nnqaalifled.  If  a  man  owea  a  debt,  Mknoiri- 
edges  be  owes  it,  and  has  received  a  coDHdeta' 
tion  for  it,  the  law  has  preacribed  the  niton 
and  extent  of  his  Uabili^  to  pay  it ;  sod  it  ii 
not  for  him  to  aay  that  it  shall  only  be  pudoit 
of  a  certain  Aind,  or  partienlar  part  of  hii  prgp 
erty,  and  no  other.  When  men  eoDtrict  a 
debt  Jointiy,  the  legal  obligation  to  pay  it  ei- 
tenda  as  well  to  the  persons  and  sepande  fnf- 
erty  of  the  indiridnal  paitnera,  as  to  thai 
Joint  proper^. 

Another  fiuture  of  this  inoorporatmi  i^  Ibit 
it  authorises  the  stookholdera  to  take  osuiim 
interest  for  their  money.  By  the  praviooDitf 
the  taw,  the  bank  m«y  iKoe  notes  and  nnte 
diaooants  to  doable  the  amount  of  their  cs^ 
stock ;  and,  in  addition  to  that,  to  ths  inumd 
of  any  moneys  which  may  happen  to  tie  d»- 
posited  in  their  vanlts  for  safe-ke^ung;  md 
this,  too,  independent  of  the  debts  creUed  b; 
these  depoMts.  The  bank,  then,  may,  and  in 
fact,  in  many  instances,  does  draw  an  intemt 
on  three  or  four  times  its  c^tnl.  Eveiv  fitit* 
Id  the  UnioD  has  laws  regoMing  the  nie  oF  ia- 
tercet,  and  inmost  of  the  States  thia  rate  ii fixed 
at  six  per  cenL  »  year.  By  these  lam  it  ii 
made  penal  for  a  man  to  receive  more  than  aix 
per  cent,  interest  for  the  nse  ot  any  snm  of 
money  which,  by  a  loan,  he  puts  at  hanrd,ud 
the  use  of  which  ho  deprives  himsdf  oC  Ko«, 
ar,  this  bask  is  permitted,  contrary  to  tb«M 
laws,  to  draw  an  mtereet  on  twenty  or  thirty 
milUona  of  dollars,  when,  in  truth,  the  nbek 
extent  of  its  responsibility,  the  whole  euBi  vliidi 
it  puts  at  bamrd,  and  the  use  of  which  it  fore- 
goes, is  only  ita  original  stock  ot  ten  milUoM. 
In  answer  to  this,  it  will  be  said  that  aa  indi- 
vidnal  nu^,  by  issuing  notes  to  an  aaKxmt 
greater  tlian  bis  property,  legally  receive  in  in- 
tereet  on  a  capital  which  he  do«e  not  ponM 
But  it  most  be  recollected,  in  case  of  the  indt- 
vidnal,  that,  although  be  may  not  at  the  pw 
ticnlar  time  possess  a  property  adeaoate  to  the 
payment  of  hla  debts,  yet  that  all  ue  V"V*J 
which  he  may  subsequently  aoqnire,  wullielis- 
ble  for  the  payment  of  those  debts ;  and  «bit 
is  more,  ur,  his  personal  liberty  ia  el"'af),f<|^ 
iaieomzdj.  In  this  pdnt  of  view,  Iheliabia? 
and  the  huard  of  the  individual  may  fsirlf  !■* 
Bud  to  be  co-extenave  with  the  whole  inuamt 
of  the  capilal  on  which  be  draws  an  iDt««d; 
and  wbicn  is  often  the  case  with  the  bank. 

This  bank  iQcorjwiratJon  poaaeesee  other  qoili- 
tiee  at  war  with  the  laws  cA  the  several  SUU*; 
3e  of  which  is,  that  it  anthorixea  stocUiolda^ 
ho  may  be  foreigners,  to  hold  real  estate.  Bol, 
r,  I  will  not  detiun  the  committee  aaj  loopr 
1  this  part  of  the  argoment,  for  Uiie  iortiroliM 
cannot  be  said  to  be  innooent,  ss  regaids  tM 
rights  of  the  States,  when  its  e&eols  on  tlM 
rights  of  property  are  to  exonerate  thettoii- 
holders  from  some  of  the  moat  important  re- 
sponsibilities which  the  laws  of  the  NTenl 
States  have  provide  for  the  payment  of  debts ; 
and  when  it  authorizes  the  tiding  (tf  luarion 
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intoraaL  I  U7  it  down,  then,  as  &  podtjon 
wM^  cannot  be  contrDvert«d,  tLst  IliegraatiDK 
d  this  oborter  is  not  only  kd.  interference  with 
the  mimicupal  r^uUtionB  of  the  wveral  States 
in  relAtioa  to  the  rights  of  property ;  but  that  it 
is  am  infraotuia  of  the  ri^ts  of  individoals  as 
aecnred  b^  those  regnlstioDs. 

Bat  it  b  oontended,  that  a  right  to  incorpo- 
rate a  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  de!eg^«d  to 
Congress  by  the  constitution:  and  five  or  six 
difiteirant  provisions  of  the  oonstitntion  are  re- 
ferred to  as  pviug  this  right.  It  is  add  that  it 
ia  implied  in  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
in  the  power  to  borrow  money,  in  the  power  to 
regnlal«  trade  and  inC«rcoiu«a  between  the  mt 
end  States,  in  the  power  to  provide  for  thL 
guwnd  welfare,  and  in  the  power  to  make  all 
needful  mles  and  rt^nlations  reopectjQg  the  ter- 
ritorial and  other  property  of  the  United  States. 
Tbe  Tei^  circumatanoe  of  referring  this  right  to 
many  difierent  heads  of  authority  la,  in  itself 
oooclnsive  evidence  that  it  has  no  very  direct 
relation  to  any  of  them.  For  it  can  soareety  be 
iniuined,  that  the  single  act  of  incorporating  s 
bank  can  be  at  the  same  time  any  thing  like  a 
direct  execution  of  so  many  and .  snoh  distinct 
and  independent  powers.  But  I  will 
tbeae  provieioos  separately. 


to  iDcorporate  a  bank,  as  dedaolble  from  the 

ErovisoiiB  of  tbe  oonstttation  itself^  are  bnilt  up 
y  the  aid  of  the  clause  of  the  constitntion, 
wJiich  has  been  soinetiraes  called  "  the  sweep- 
ing danse."  I  allode  to  the  clanse  which  de- 
dwes  that  Congress  shall  have  the  right  to  pass 
all  Uwa  neceaeary  and  proper  for  the  carrying 
ii^  execntion  tbe  delegated  powers.  All  the 
powers  in  the  oonatitntion  are  given  for  certain 
ends  or  objects.  But  each  power  is  not  a  gtn«- 
ral  authority  to  attain  a  particular  object,  and 
ocHnprehending,  of  course,  all  the  means  or 
pow«s  applicable  to  its  aooomphahment ;  bat, 
in  moat  cases,  it  is  a  speoiflo  means  for  eSect- 
ing  some  particular  end,  and  all  other  means  or 
powers  (for  means  and  powers  are  the  same 
thing)  oondacive  to  the  same  end,  are  exprosaly 
exdnded  by  tbe  restiiolive  danses  of  tbe  con- 


Tho  mode  of  reasoning  adopted  by  Oeneral 
Hamiiton,  and  the  oUier  advoeates  of  implied 
powani,  is  this :  Tbey  first  search  for  tbe  end  or 
olyect  for  which  a  particular  power  is  given ; 
and  this  ol^eot  will  be  an  immediate  or  nlli- 
mate  one^  as  may  beet  suit  the  pnrpoee  ai  the 
aignment.  Having  ascertained  the  end  or  ob- 
ject, they  abandon  the  power ;  or,  rather,  tbey 
cratloaud  the  ptnur  and  the  Mtet  of  it  together, 
and  make  the  attunment  of  tne  object,  and  the 
•xecntion  of  the  power  given  to  accomplish  it, 
eonvertible  t«rms.  Whi^Ter,  they  say,  attains 
the  olgeoc  for  which  any  power  is  given,  is  an 
execntion  of  that  power.  But  tlie  constitution 
gives  to  Congrees  a  right  to  make  all  laws  ne- 
OMMiT  and  proper  for  carrying  into  oiecntion 
the  ddegated  powers ;  and,  therefore,  as  the  ex- 


ecution of  a  power  and  the  attainment  of  its 
otyeot  are  synonymons  terms,  the  constitation 
gives  to  Congren  a  right  to  make  all  laws  ne- 
ceeasrj  and  proper  for  attaining  the  ends  or 
objects  for  which  the  various  powers  in  the 
constitution  are  given. 

I  beg  leave  to  read  a  passage  from  this  pam- 
phlet :  "  The  relation  between  the  measure  and 
the  end,  between  the  nature  of  ihe  means  em- 
ployed towards  the  execution  of  a  power  and 
tbe  ol^cc^  most  be  the  criterion  of  constitation- 
atity."  Here  then  la  the  axiom — now  for  the 
application  of  it  The  constitation  gives  to 
Congress  the  power  to  levy  taxes,  and  also  the 
power  to  bonuw  money.  Bnt  the  establish- 
ment of  a  bank  is  neither  levying  taxes  nor  bor- 
rowing money;  nor  is  tbe  law  incorporating 
the  bank  a  law  to  levy  taxes,  or  a  law  to  borrow 
money.  But  tbe  immediate  end  or  ol^ect  for 
which  these  two  powers  were  given,  was,  to 
enable  the  Government  to  r^ae  a  revenue ;  and 
a  bank  may  promote  this  object.  Then,  sir,  bv 
a  dexterous  t^pUoation  of  the  ailment  whicb 
I  have  stated,  the  &lla<7'  of  which  oonsiats  in 
the  sudden  utd  nnolwervad  trantitions  which 
are  made  from  the  power  to  the  ol^eo^  and 
from  the  ottJeot  back  agun  to  the  power,  they 
prove  that  ^e  establishment  of  a  bank  is  in  ex- 
ecution of  the  powers  to  lay  taxes  and  to  borrow 
money.  I  will  now,  sir,  proceed  to  examine 
the  rarticnlar  proviuons  of  the  otmstitntion 
wbiob  have  been  relied  on,  and  to  place  th« 
subject  in  some  different  aspects. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  it  is  oontended  that 
the  right  to  incorporate  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States  is  included  in  the  power  to  lay  and  col- 
lect taxes,  And  what  is  tbe  argument  by 
which  this  position  is  maintained  ?  Why,  At, 
It  is  lud  that  the  law,  by  areatjng  bank  paper 
and  making  that  paper  receivable  in  payment 
for  taxes,  increases  the  drculaljng  mediom  in 
which  toxee  are  paid,  and  of  coarse  mnst  fadli- 
tate  Uie  p^ment  of  them.  Tiiat  whatever  fa- 
cilitates llie  payment  of  taxes  facilitates  also  the 
collection  of  them ;  and  whatever  aids  at  facili- 
tates the  oolleotion  of  taxes,  is  a  means  for  their 
collection.  And,  therwfbre,  the  incorporation 
of  a  bank  ia  in  execntion  of  the  power  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes. 

No  man,  air,  onght  to  complain  of  the  weak- 
neaa  erf  a  Government,  whoac  powers  may  be 
nofMsd  vf  by  lo^o  like  this.  Amidst  the  in- 
finite variety  of  relaticns  and  connections,  and 
dependencies  and  analogica  by  which  all  homaa 
trauaaotions  ore  allied  to  eaeh  other,  he  mnst  be 
.  weak  politituan  who  cannot,  by  booking  to- 
gether a  chain  of  implication  like  this.  Justify 
any  and  every  measare  of  political  policy  or 
eeonomy,  as  a  means  of  executing  some  of  the 

Kwers  with  which  this  Government  is  intmsted. 
ke  this  latitude  of  impUoation  or  constrao- 
tion,  and  you  want  no  other  power  but  the 
power  to  1^  and  collect  taxes.  It  may  be  tor- 
tared  into  a  jnstification  of  every  measure  which 
ambition  itself  conld  desire.  No  tyrant  ever 
made  a  law  withont  assigning  the  pablic  good 
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SB  the  motive  of  it,  No  man  on  this  floor,  how- 
ever wicked  his  dedgns,  won]d  venture  to  pro- 
pose A  measure  (indeed  few  conld  be  proposed) 
in  fhvor  of  which  he  oonid  not  adduce  eome 
phtoable  oBgDment,  to  show  thnl  it  woidd  tend 
to  promote  the  genernl  proeperitj  of  the  coon- 
trj.  And  in  showing  this  he  would  show  its 
oottstitationalitf ;  fbr  it  is  demonstrable  that 
whatever  woald  proinot*  the  general  prosperity 
of  the  comitiy,  would,  and  for  that  very  reason, 
f^dlitate,  in  some  greater  or  less  degree,  the 
payment  of  taxes;  and  might  therefore  be  Justi- 
fied as  a  means  for  the  collection  of  taie& 

Bnt,  sir,  the  eoDstitation,  as  I  have  eud  be- 
ton,  and  I  must  repeat  it  ag^,  for  this  ia  the 
radical  source  of  all  the  error  on  this  subject — 
the  Constitntion  of  the  United  States  is  not,  as 
snt^  reasoning  supposes  it  to  be,  a  mere  general 
designation  of  the  ends  or  objects  for  which  the 
Federal  Govemment  was  established,  and  loar- 
ing  to  Oongreai  a  discretion  as  to  the  means  or 
powers  by  which  those  ends  aliall  be  braaght 
about.  But  the  constitQiion  is  a  specification 
of  the  powers  or  means  themselves  by  which 
eertain  objects  are  to  be  accomplished.  The 
powers  of  the  constitution,  carried  into  execu- 
tion according  to  the  strict  terms  and  import  of 
them,  are  the  appropriate  means,  and  the  only 
means  within  the  reach  of  this  Government,  ftit 
tlie  attainment  of  its  ends.  It  is  true,  as  the 
constitntion  declare?,  Uid  it  would  he  equally 
true  if  the  constitution  did  not  declare  it,  that 
Congress  have  a  right  to  pass  all  laws  necessary 
and  proper  for  executing  the  delegated  powers ; 
hut  this  gives  no  latitude  or  discretion  in  the  se- 
lection of  means  or  powers.  A  power  given  to 
OougresB  in  its  legislative  capacity,  wiUiont  the 
right  to  pass  laws  to  execute  it,  would  he  nuga- 
tory ;  would  be  no  power  at  alL  It  would  be 
a  soledem  in  language  to  call  it  a  j>ower.  A 
power  to  lay  and  eoUeot  taie^  carries  with  it 
a  right  to  make  laws  for  that  purpose ;  but  they 
must  be  laws  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  and  not 
laws  to  inoorporata  banks.  If  yon  undertake 
to  Jnstify  a  law  under  a  partioular  power,  you 
mnst  show  the  incidentuity  and  applicability 
of  the  taw  to  the  power  itself  and  not  merely 
its  relation  to  any  suppoeed  end  which  is  to  be 
accomplished  by  its  eieriase.  You  must  show 
that  the  plain,  direct,  ostensible,  primary  object 
and  tendency  of  your  law  is  to  eiecnte  the 
power,  and  not  that  it  will  tend  to  facilitate  the 
execution  of  it.  It  is  not  less  absurd  than  it  is 
dangeroDB,  first  to  assume  some  great,  distinct 
and  independent  power,  unknown  to  the  con' 
etttutioD,  and  violating  the  ri^ts  of  the  States: 
and,  then,  to  attempt  toJuBtityit  by  a  reference 
to  some  remote,  indirect,  coUateral  tendency, 
which  the  exercise  of  it  may  have  towards  fii- 
dlitating  the  execution  of  some  known  and  ac- 
knowledged power.  This  word  facilitate  has 
become  a  very  fashionable  word  in  the  con- 
atmction  of  powers ;  but,  sir,  it  is  a  dangerou! 
one ;  it  means  more  than  we  are  aware  of.  To 
do  a  thing  and  to  facilitate  the  doing  of  it,  are 
distinct  operatiooe;  they  are  distinct  means 
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they  are  distinct  powers.  Tbe  constitution  bae 
expressly  given  to  Oongres  the  power  to  do 
certain  things;  and  it  has  as  explidtly  withbeM 
fk)m  them  the  power  to  do  every  other  thing. 
The  power  to  lay  and  coDect  taxes  is  one  tMog; 
and  the  power  to  establish  banks,  InTolving  in 

rercise  the  regulation  of  the  internal  do- 
mestic eeonotny  of  the  States,  is  another  ind 
totally  distinct  thing;  and  theone  is,  therefore, 
not  included  tn  the  other. 

Again,  sir,  it  is  contended  that  the  right  to 
incorporate  a  bank  is  Implied  in  (he  power  to 
regulate  trade  and  intercom^e  between  tlw 
several  States.     It  is  said  to  be  so,  inasmudi  m 

lates  a  paper  currency,  which  fhmithes  a 
convenient  and  common  circulating  medium  of 
trade  between  the  several  States.  Mwiev,  rir, 
has  nothing  more  to  do  willi  trade,  than  util  it 
furnishes  a  medium  or  representative  of  tha 
value  of  tha  articles  employed  in  trade,  lb* 
only  office  of  bank  bills  is  to  represent  money. 
Now,  if  it  be  a  regulation  of  trade,  to  create  the 
representative  articles  or  subjects  of  trad*  a 
fortiori,  wiD  it  be  a  regulation  of  trade  to 
create  the  articles  or  subjects  themselves.  B; 
this  reasoning  then  you  may  Justi^  the  right  it 
Gotigrees  to  establish  manufacturing  and  igti- 
cultnrat  companies  within  the  several  6tat«s; 
because  the  direct  object  and  effect  of  thus 
would  be,  to  increase  mannfactDres  and  agricul- 
tural products,  which  are  the  known  and  eom- 
mon  subjects  of  trade.  You  might,  with  more 
propriety  say,  that  under  the  power  to  regnlale 
trade  between  the  States,  we  have  a  right  to 
incorporate  canal  oompanles;  because  caasb 
would  tend  direcUy  to  open,  facilitate  and  en- 
oonrase  trade  and  Intercourse  between  tha 
severu  States ;  and,  in  my  hnmble  opinion,  atr, 
canals  would  flimish  a  much  more  salutary, 
direct  and  efficacious  means,  for  enabling  the 
gr«ftt  twdy  of  the  people  to  pay  their  taies, 
than  la  famished  by  banks.  Bat,  air,  thess 
various  powers  have  never  l>een  cloned  by  the 
Federal  Government '  and,  much  as  I  am  known 
to  favor  that  particular  species  of  internal  im- 
provement, I  would  never  vote  to  incorporate  » 
company  for  the  purpose  of  opening  a  canal 
Uirongh  any  State,  without  first  obtaining  dw 
consent  of  that  Stole  whose  territorial  rl^ts 
would  be  affected  by  it  There  can  bo  no  ques- 
tion but  canal  companies,  and  agricultural  com- 
panies,  and  manufacturing  companies,  and  bank- 
ing companies,  may  all  tend,  more  or  lees,  to 
faoilitate  the  operations  of  trade;  bat  thej 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  political  regnla- 
tions  of  trade ;  and  such  only  come  within  the 
scope  of  the  powers  of  Oongrees. 

But,  it  is  again  sud,  that  the  right  to  grant 
this  charter  is  included  in  the  power  to  borrow 
money.  The  right  is  attempted  to  be  dedn«d 
by  a  train  of  reasoning  dmiiar  to  that  employed 
in  relation  to  the  provisions  which  I  h*Te 
already  noticed — by  forming  a  string  of  impli- 
cations, by  which  yon  prove  that  a  power  M 
act  in  certain  cases,  and  in  relation  to  certain 
subjects,  implies   the   power  to  create  Hum 
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cases  and  suljeoti  to  act  upon.  The  Govero- 
tnent,  it  is  wid,  nu^  want  and  must  have 
moiieT',  in  any  great  n&ttonal  crisis.  A  National 
Bank  with  an  eitensire  capital  will  Aimisli 
ample  means  for  loaua,  will  fiicilitate  th«  exer- 
riae  of  the  power  to  borrow ;  and,  tlierefore, 
the  right  to  Mtablish  auch  a  bank  is  implied  is 
the  power  to  borrow.  No  one^  bnt  a  logician, 
air,  would  imagine  that  a  power  to  lend  and  a 
power  Xa  b(»Tow  had  any  relation  to  each  other, 
much  less  could  he  conjecture  that  a  power  to 
bonvw,  and  a  power  to  create  the  abilitT  to 
lend,  mean  the  same  thing.  A  plain  unsoi^ia- 
ticatod  man,  on  reading  the  constitution,  wonld 
Mf,  that  the  power  to  borrow  neceraarily,  and 
by  force  of  the  terin,  pre-suppoeed  the  ei- 
ittence  of  the  ability  and  disposttion  to  lend ; 
and  that  it  could  not  be  exercised  unless  such 
ability  and  dlapoaiUoa  shonld  actoally  exist. 
But  the  faTorito  doctrine  is,  that  all  powers  are 
giTen  for  partioular  ends,  and  inolnde  all  the 
means  appUcable  to  their  attainmenL  Here  the. 
end  is  to  borrow  money ;  to  borrow  honestly  if 
we  oan,  bat — to  borrow.  The  ability  to  lend  is 
a  aeceesary  means  or  ingredient  toward  perfoot- 
ing  the  eiecation  of  the  power  to  borrow.  BnL 
■ir,  let  me  ask,  whether  the  disporition  to  lend 
be  not  as  neoessary  a  means  towards  aocom- 
pMuDg  a  loan  as  the  ability  t  It  nnqneation- 
aWj  is.  And,  of  coarse,  by  the  doctrme  that 
the  end  JDstifiee  the  means,  yoa  may  eoeroe  the 
vill  to  lend— and  this  too  eqnally,  in  oases 
where  the  ability  is  created  by  Congreas,  and 
where  it  is  derived  from  any  other  quarter.  A 
loon  obt^ed  by  brionng  into  itii  operatim  all 
the  implioattons  of  Uiis  power  would  be  bor- 
rowing in  an  off-handed  style.  Snob  a  loan,  if 
efieetad  by  BcmsMUte,  we  should  call  robbery ; 
but  in  this  mild  Bepnhlic,  it  would  be  nothing 
more  than  the  fi^  ezerdse  K&  an  implied  con- 
Mitntional  power. 

I  hare  pnrsaed  this  argoment  thni  ftr,  merely 
list  the  purpose  of  showing  the  absurdities  into 
which  this  doctrine  of  implication  will  lead  us. 
But  suppose,  sir,  that  the  argnment  of  the 
gentleman  on  the  other  side  of  the  question  be 
ctaroct,  to  wit :  that  the  power  to  borrow  im- 
^ea  a  right  to  famish  the  ability  to  lend. 
What,  I  would  ask,  is  the  probable  fact,  as  to  the 
bcililies  which  this  bank  will  afford  the  Got- 
emment  in  borrowing! 

It  will  be  conceded  that  we  sbaU  have  no 
occanon  for  borrowing,  except  in  case  of  war ; 
and  if  we  have  a  war,  the  probabiliW  is,  that 
that  war  will  be  with  Great  Britain— I  say  this, 
not  as  a  party  man,  sir,  but  bccanso  the  inter- 
eeta  of  that  nation,  fhnn  her  atuation,  and  her 
rival  poreaits,  will  be  mudi  more  Hkely  to  come 
in  ooUiaion  with  ours,  than  those  of  uiy  other 
power.  Now  it  is  a  &ct,  in  eildence  before  the 
oommittee,  that  more  than  one-half  of  the  stock 
rf  this  bank  belongs  to  British  subjects:  and  al- 
though, as  foreigners,  they  can  have  no  direct 
igeiH^  in  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  yet  we  well 
now  that  through  the  instrument^ty  of  tbeir 
Ueoda  and  agenia,  of  whom  there  are  nnforto- 
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nately  too  many  in  this  oonntry,  they  may  com- 
pletuy  control  its  operatious.  Now  I  would 
ask,  whether  it  is  probable,  that  the  British 
Buyects  wonld  be  willing  to  lend  us  money  to 
carry  on  war  agunst  their  sover^gn  ?  Woold 
they  not,  on  the  contrary,  exert  ue  influenoe 
which  they  are  said  to  possem  over  the  moneyed 
interest  of  this  country,  for  the  purpose  of  da- 
presdng  the  credit  of  the  eoqntry ;  for  the  pur- 
pose of  crippling  the  operatious  of  the  State 
basks ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  drying  up  the 
Bonrcea  from  which  the  Qoverninent  might 
otherwise  calculate  to  derive  supplies?  But, 
sir,  this  has  little  to  da  with  the  qneation  of 
oonstitatdonality,  to-  which  I  will  agun  return. 
Another  groond  npon  which  the  constitution- 
ality of  this  institution  has  been  attempted  to 
be  supported,  is,  that  it  is  neceesary  to  the 
regular  and  succeasfhl  administration  of  the 
finances.  There  is  no  question,  bnt  the  bank 
and  its  branches  afford  convenient  places  for 
the  deposit  and  safe  keeping  of  uie  public 
revenue.  It  is  not  to  be  controTerted  that  they 
also  furnish  a  safe,  convenient,  expeditious  snd 
cheap  means  for  the  transmission  of  moneys 
from  one  part  of  the  United  States  to  another, 
astheymaybewanted  by  the  Government ;  and 
if  these  facilities  were  not  to  be  attained  in  anf 
other  way,  I  ahonld  say  it  wonld  affotd  an  ar- 
gument hi  &vor  of  a  bank.  Not  a  bank  in- 
IHnghig  and  violating  the  rights  of  the  States ; 
but,  a  bank  upon  prindples  ooosisteut  with 
those  rights. 

Bnt^  rir,  is  there  not,  in  every  State  in  which 
thfflfi  IS  a  branch  of  the  United  States'  Bank, 
also  one  or  more  State  banks,  of  equal  respeota- 
btlity,  and  of  equal  security — at  least  to  tne  ex- 
tent of  any  sum  for  which  they  are  willing  to 
nndertaket  These  State  banks  may  be  nsed  as 
depoeitariea  for  the  public  moneys,  and  they 
will  be  equally  safe  and  convenient.  And  if 
yon  will  g^ve  to  these  State  honks  the  advan- 
tages of  theee  depoNts,  as  von  have  hitherto 
given  them  to  the  United  States'  Bank,  they 
will  fuTTiiah  means  ifx  the  transmission  ctf 
moneys  from  place  to  place,  eqnally  safe,  con- 
venient, cheap  and  expeditions.  This  Dtgject 
will  be  attained  by  connections  which  will  be 
formed  between  the  banks  of  the  difierent 
States-  Snch  oonnectionB  have  already  in  many 
instances  been  formed.  But  they  have  not  been 
carried  to  the  extent  they  oUierwise  wonld 
have  been,  on  account  of  the  United  States' 
Bank  and  its  branches;  between  which  there 
is  so  intimate  and  so  necessary  a  connection. 

Bnt,  in  answer  to  this,  it  is  sdd  that  if  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  would  he  constitu- 
tional without  the  existence  of  the  State  banks, 
it  is  equally  so  with.  That  a  power  which  Is 
onoe  oonadtutionsl  is  equally  so  at  all  limes,  and 
under  all  cironmstances.  That  a  right  which 
mnst  depend  for  its  eidstence  on  the  will  of  the 
State  Legislatures,  over  whom  we  have  no  con- 
trol, is  incomplete^  and  indeed,  as  to  us,  is  no 
right  all.  This  argument  is  fonnded  on  the 
Bupporitioa  that  the  Federal  Government  is  a 
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oomplete  GoTeinment,  oostaintDg  id  itself  mil 
&e  principles  and  powers  noocMiry  for  Its  own 
^erMioDs,  which  snppoaitioii  is  wU^y  fldse. 
Iii«  Fednvl  GoTsmmMit  docs  not  profeis  to  be 
oompkte  in  ilsel£  It  u  eZprcnlj  predicated 
on  the  eiistenee  of  the  State  GoTemmeiitB; 
and  most  of  the  foeilitioi  ftH"  its  exerdse  are  de- 
rived from  the  Bute  gOTertuneutB. 
perform  even  its  own  peonliar  powers  and  taao- 
tioiiB,  withoQt  the  aid  and  oo-operatiou  of  the 
State  anthorities.  How,  let  me  ask  700,  sir,  is 
your  Government  oonstitatedf  Your  Senate  is 
appointed  directly  by  the  Sute  Legiaiatnree. 
Tour  President  and  House  of  BepreeenlallTea, 
indireotl;,  hj  the  same  antfaoritj.  Buppoae 
they  ahoold  neglect  or  reAiae  to  miike  these  ap- 
poinbnentB,  can  yon  compel  them  to  do  it  t  No, 
sir.  Can  yon  pimlsh  tbem  for  not  doing  it! 
Not  in  the  least  They  may  appoint  or  not,  as 
they  think  proper;  and  if  they  should  select 
or  refuse  to  do  it,  yonr  boasted  oomplete  Our- 
emment  wonld  die  a  nstnral  death,  by  its  own 
imbedlity.  It  ia  not  hir,  thai,  to  say  that  t 
power  is  oonstitntional,  becMise  the  Govem- 
raent  wonld  be  inoomplete  wtthont  it.  It  Is  not 
fair  to  aaj,  that  what  wonld  be  oonstitntional 
witlioat  the  ezisteoce  of  the  State  GoTem- 
menta  and  their  appendages,  ta  eqnallyso  with. 
This  wonld  prove  that  yon  have  a  riifat  to  ap- 

Eint  yonr  own  Premdent,  Senate  and  Honse  of 
preseoiativea.  It  wonld  go  to  nanrp  all  the 
Siwers  of  the  State  Qovemmente;  for  the 
Dvemment  coold  not  be  eaii  to  be  oomplete 
withont  poweasing  the  power*  of  both  Govem- 
mvits  combined.  Indeed,  this  Federal  Govern- 
ment cannot  be  said  to  be  complete  as  to  a  angle 
power,  without  all  the  aoxUiary  powers  of  Uie 
State  Oovemments ;  for  there  ia  not  a  nngle 
act  which  it  can  perform  withont  their  asriit- 
tance,  directly  or  indirectiy.  The  very  bank 
law  now  nnder  conrideration  is  an  illnstratroa 
of  this — for  how  are  the  provi^ons  of  t^ia  law 
to  be  enforced;  how  are  the  debts  which  it 
anthorizes  to  be  oontraoted  to  be  collected,  bnt 
tbrongh  the  medium  of  the  State  conrta)  The 
doctrine  of  periect  ri^ta,  them,  if  it  prove  any 
tiling,  proves  too  mnch.  If  it  proves  that,  in 
order  to  manage  yonr  revennea,  yon  may  eatab- 
lUi  banks  within  the  Stalee ;  it  equally  proves, 
that,  in  order  to  carry  the  proviuons  of  yonr 
bank  laws  into  execution,  yon  may  establi^ 
oonrta  and  offloes  within  the  States  for  that 
purpose.  I  think  then,  air,  I  may  falriy  oon- 
olade,  that  so  long  as  'die  State  Gorerements 
ftiralah  yon  with  all  the  facdlities  which  yon 
eon  reasonably  req^iire  for  condocting  yonr 
rerennes  by  means  of  their  State  banks ;  so 
long  it  will  be  nnneoesaar; — to  long  it  will  be 
improper-«nd,  therefore,  *o  lon^  it  will  be  up- 
eoQstitational  to  invade  the  Jonediction  of  the 
States,  to  establish  national  banks. 

Bnt,  sir,  I  will  conclude  by  again  eaaUomng 
my  Bepnblican  friends,  and  my  worthy  ool- 
leagoe  in  partioolar,  to  beware  how  they  hmil- 
lanze  Uiemaelvea  with  this  dootrine  of  oonstmo- 
tiva  power.    It  is  a  creed  at  war  with  the  vi- 


tal principles  of  political  Hbcrtr.  The  piUt 
and  the  boast  of  the  American  Qovernmenla  k, 
that  they  are  the  govemmenta  ol  tbe  lav*  tad 
not  at  men — that  they  are  the  regnlir  laj 
necessary  operations  and  reselts  of  priori^ 
aad  powers,  established  in  tbe  momeolt  of  «od 
and  delibovte  refleotioo,  by  the  combined  «i»- 
dom  of  tbe  nation ;  and  that  they  are  net  tbi 
efTeota  of  the  momeotair  passion,  pride,  iotwa^ 
whim,  or  oaprioa  of  a  nw  lodiridnals  ocUeffel 
on  this  floor. 

Little  did  the  ^anun  of  this  ooBstjtaticii^ 
when  they  were  m  nioely  a^ustiog  aod  balu- 
_t__  .-. p '-'  —  -— when  tney  were* 


dng  its  various  proviaiona — when  u 
oareAiUy  erecting  gnards  and  barr 
tbe  encroachments  of  power  and  tmUnoB— 
little,  I  say,  sir,  ^d  they  [marine,  that  then 
\»j  concealed  under  tbe  proviaionB  of  Uiia  em- 
atitution,  a  secret  and  Hleepiog  power,  vhieb 
oonld,  in  a  moment,  prostrate  all  their  labon 
with  the  dust.  Still  leea,  sir,  did  the  peofh 
when  they  adopted  this  ccHisdtntion,  with  em 
more  caution  and  aornple  tiian  that  with  iriudi 
it  was  formed,  conjecture  that  they  were  ngit- 
ing  the  death-warrant  of  all  tb^  State  rights. 
Bnt,  onoe  adopt  tbe  doctrine  that  yes  naj 
Uavel  ont  of  ue  letter  ctf  this  conslitatiiai,  ud 
aasame  powera,  merely  on  the  gronnd  that  thty 
will  tend  to  facilitate  the  execoticMi  of  powm 
which  are  here  given :  and  yon  compaai^  at  t 
ungle  sweep,  all  the  rigbU  of  the  States;  ui 
form  the  basta  of  a  eontolidated  GovenuMnt 

Let  the  principle  of  oonetnictive  ot  impfitd 
powers  be  cnoe  established,  in  the  extent  to 
which  it  must  be  Mrried  in  order  to  paas  Cbia 
bill,  and  yon  wiU  have  planted  in  the  bosom  of 
thia  ooQstiCntion  a  viper  which,  one  day  or 
another,  will  sting  the  liberties  of  this  eonnlry 
' "  the  heart. 

When  Kr.  Poktzb  had  concladed  his  qweeh, 
the  question  was  taken  on  striking  ont  the  lint 
secti<Hi,  and  carried — S9  to  44t. 

The  committee  rose,  sod  reported  to  tbe 
House,  wlio  ac)}onmed  withont  taking  a  <p» 
tion  on  tbe  report. 

Satusdat,  January  19. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  Tmk, 

Babbit   QiMStaoER,  appeared,  and  took  his 

Bank  qf&e  UniUd  Statet. 

Mr.  Sawtbk  called  for  the  order  of  the  d^ 
n  the  unflniahed  bounese  of  yeeterday — tb*  Ull 
continuing  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United 
States. 

[Tha  Brat  notion  bad  beeoibnik  ont  In  GtmKlIM 
of  the  Wbols,  and  tbe  bm  raporled  tethaHaeK,ud 
the  qoeetion  now  w*b  upon  cononneDce  vilb  ('»' 
vote  fai  committee.  On  that  ^oeetion  tlu  debate  «M 
renewed  in  tbe  Honae,  and,  of  ueeeMity,  tbe  wm 
gnrand  gone  ovei  trliicli  had  bean  trod  in  eommittws 
and  ttiU  more  axtenavaly.    Finally  die  toM  «al 


,L-ooglc 


DEBATES  OF  OONOREaS. 


1B1I.J 


[H.  or  R. 


doas  WM  (be  oontMt  io  both  HoMM — in  tba  3«n>te 
the  qoMtio*  dooidvd  hj  tba  cutlng  vott  of  the  Tioe- 
Prnident— 4i>  tbi  Houb,  bj  ana  Tota.  Tha  IbBow- 
ing  ■wutt  ihe  7«M  and  aaTi :] 

TsM. — Lemuel  J.  Abton,  WQUam  ADdenon.  Eln- 
kiel  Basoo,  DaTid  Bard,  WUlLam  T.  BUI7,  Bonrell, 
BmbcU,  Williun  T.  Btbb,  ABani  Bojd,  Robert 
Brows,  WUUui  BnOar,  JoMph  Cilhonn,  Lusdon 
Chera,  Hattheir  CU7,  Jamea  Coohnii,  WilUun 
Crawfind,  BIdiaid  Cotta,  John  DawBoo,  Joaqdi  Deiha, 
Jofan  W.  Eppaa,  Ueabwk  Franklin,  BanilUi  Gannet, 
Gideon  GMdoar,  Tbomai  (Ukolaon,  PetaraoD  GoodwTu, 
Edwin  Gni7,  Jamas  HoUaitd,  Richatd  H.  JohoaOD, 
Walter  Jona^   Tliomaa  Senaii,  William  Reniiedj, 


Montgomery,  NichoUa  R.  Moore,  Tbomaa  Moore, 
Jereiniah  Morrow,  Onrdoo  S.  Hnmford,  Thomaa 
Newtim,  Jtim  Porter,  Peter  B.  Potter,  John  Bea  of 
Pemi.,  Jobn  Rhea  of  TenneBiee,  HatlMu  Richards, 
Samnet  Rinn^d,  John  Roane,  Ebeneier  Sage,  Lem- 
Bd  Sawyer,  EbeDent  Seaver,  Adam  Sejbert,  John 
Smilie,  George  Sndtll,  Sawnel  gmilh,  Uewy  South- 
ard, Ocmsa  H.  Troop,  Charlaa  Tnmar,  Jr.,  Archi- 
bald Tan  Home,  Robert  We^ay,  Robert  Wbitehill, 
Robert  Wither^ooo,  fiichaid  Wfim,  aod  Robert 
Wri^ 

KATB.—JoMph  Anea,  Waiia  Alaton,  jim.,  Abyab 
Bigelow,  Daniel  BlaiadeU,  Jame*  Breokearidge,  John 
Campbdl,  John  C.  Cbambarlain,  Wm.  ChamberUn, 
EpafJuodiRu  Champion,  Martin  Chitteoden,  John 
Davenport,  junior,  William  Elj,  Jame*  Emott,  Wil- 
Gam  Findla^,  Jonathan  Fiik,  Barent  Gu^anler,  David 
B-  Garland,  Charles  Goldeborongh,  Thotnai  R.  Gold, 
Winiam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Baren,  Daotel  Haiiter, 
Wmiam  Helma,  Jonathan  H.  Hablurd,  Jaoob  Hnftjr, 
Ebenowr  Httntingtoti,  Riobard  Jackeon,  Jnn.,  Robert 
JenkibB,  Pbilip  B.  Kvf,  Hennan  Knickerfaaoker,  Jo- 
lepb  LeWia,  Jan.,  Robert  Le  R07  LiTiagatoo,  yinoeDt 


aat  M.  Miner,   William  

If,  Tbomaa  Nawbold,  Jobn  Nlcholioa,  Joemh  Pear- 
•on,  Beto*"*''^  Pickman,  jontor,  Timotfaj  Pitkin,  jr., 
Elidia  R.  Foltar,  Jo^ah  QnEno;,  John  Randolph, 
Tbionaa  Sammona,  John  A.  Soudder,  Samnal  Shaw, 
I>uiiBl  $bellb7,  Deanii  Smelt,  Jdin  ^itii,  Richard 
Stanfivd,  John  Stanfajr,  Jamea  Shybeuon,  Lewie  B. 
Storge*,  Jaooh  Swoope,  Saranal  Tognrt,  Beniamin 
Tallniadge,  John  Thompaon,  Nieholu  Van  Dyke, 
Emian  K.  Van  Ranaelaer,  Lahon  Whaatoi^  and 
Jamas  Wibon.' 


Batcksat,  Janoarjr  S6. 

Aoothar  member,  toirit,  fromlbauchmettB, 

EitwABD  St.  Lob  Ixnuioxx,  appaared,  and  took 


■  nna  temlDatad  tba  nUtsnea  et  tba  Snt  Baik  el  th* 
Vatii  aiits;  bet  thera  wai  a  btal  defect  In 
k  Kit  prorhUni  a  fiaant  onarenoT'  la  pliea  of  It* 
\t  rsTtTlag  tb*  fold  comne/  and  In  Bot  iimllint  an 
lDdtpand«ittniiinr7tark«ep(ngth<  pnblienuaajL  Thiaa 
*ba  teimlaatad  tbe  «Meae*  ef  tba  KooDd  bank  aioldad 
Otaa  anota,  ud  tbarabr  iriUded  all  the  vrtH  and  ambwrata- 
•BtfcbaOtrtaBa. 


TuHDAT,  Jannoij  29. 

Semewfl  /jf  Federal  Jv4gm  on  addrtm  ^ 

Oongrem. 

AMEimifEBT  TO   THX  OORBTITIIrlOa. 

"Mr.  Wbigbt. — BelieTijig,  as  I  do,  that  the 
OoDJtitQt^on  of  the  United  States  ia  not  perfect, 
and  as  provision  Is  made  in  tlie  body  of  tbe  in- 
straraent  for  ameading  ita  ini[>erfectioDB  In  the 
manner  therein  prescribed,  I  feel  it  an  imperl- 
oua  daty  to  propose  an  amendment  to  it.  Here 
let  me  remark,  that  its  adoption  was  opposed 
by  the  patriots  of  America,  at  the  tjme  of  ita 
ratifioation,  because  of  omissions  importsnt  to 
liberty.  It  had  not  yarded  Bgsiiwt  an  estab- 
lishment of  religion;  it  had  not  sectirad  the 
right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms ;  it 
had  not  gnardedBgaioBtsoldiera  being  quartered 
in  onr  honses  in  time  of  peace,  withont  oar  con- 
sent, it  had  not  gnarded  against  warranta  being 
issued  without  oath;  it  had  not  gnarded  aguitst  a 
man's  being  put  to  answer  witbont  previona  in- 
dictment; it  had  not  secured  the  criminal  in  the 
trial  bj  jnrj ;  it  had  not  seonred  the  trial  by  Jnry 
in  cases  of  common  law,  and  theee  omissions  M 
dne  gnards  to  the  iil>erty  of  the  citizens  stand  re- 
corded in  these  amendments  almost  coevel  with 
the  instrameDt  The  terms  Federal  and  anti- 
Federsl  had  their  origin  in  the  zeal  of  the  re- 
spective parties  at  that  time ;  the  one  insisting 
on  its  adoption  with  all  these  imperfections  on 
its  head,  while  the  other  insisted  on  these 
amendments;  and  it  has  always  appeared  to 
me,  that  on  tba  adoption  of  the  amendments 
that  those  who  were  caUed  anti-Federals  were 
really  the  Federals,  the  constjtution  being  per- 
fected by  the  adoption  of  these  amendments. 
The  foregoing  amendments  test  its  original  im- 
perfecUon,  and  I  trnat  will  lead  this  Hunse  to  a 
temperate  examination  of  the  amendment  I  now 
propose  to  sabmit. 

The  amendment,  air,  ia  to  plaoe  the  Judiciary 
of  the  United  States  on  the  same  foandation 
that  the  British  Judiciary  ore  placed  by  their 
laws;  by  enabling  the  President,  on  the  joint 
address  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Kepresenta- 
''tcs  of  the  United  States,  to  remove  a  judge. 

In  England  the  Judges  held  their  commissions 
daring  t£e  pleasure  of  the  Crown,  till  the  timo 
of  Chariee  the  First,  when  the  Parliament  ii 
posed  npon  tbe  King  the  neceedty  of  granting 
them  dnrioK  good  behavior-  till  then  the 
Grown,  as  ufie  fountain  of  Justice,  held  the  nn- 
oontndled  direction  of  the  commissions  of  the 


In  the  thirteenth  year  of  William  the  Third, 
the  Judges,  by  statute,  were  to  bold  their  com- 
missions during  good  behavior,  and  by  the  same 
statute  they  maybe  removed  by  tbe  Joint  ad- 
dress of  both  Honses  of  Parliament;  and  hera 
let  me  remark,  that  under  that  tennre  and  re- 
sponsibility, tbe  British  Judiciary  have  attained 
a  celebrity  in  history  for  their  Judicial  integrity 
and  correctness  highly  bonoraele  to  them,  and 
which  this  amendment,  I  fondly  hope,  in  time, 
may  correctly  attach  to  the  Jndituary  of  tfae 
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United  States.  There  are  a  varietj  of  < 
where  tbe  exercise  of  this  power  may  be  ni 
Bai7  for  the  eafetj  of  tbe  P^ple,  wfaich  ought 
to  be  tbe  Bopreme  law.  Xbia  power,  I  trust, 
vill  never  be  abated  bj  tbe  Amerioan  Cca- 
^esi.  I  ilo  not  recotleot  a  case  nnder  tbe  Brit- 
ish GoTemment,  where  for  Sttj  yeara  it  has 
been  exercised,  and  I  trust  wa  aball  not  ascribe 
ta  ourselves  an  indispoaitiou  to  tbe  correct  dLo- 
charge  of  those  functions  which  have  been  oor- 
rectlv  exercised  or  rather  not  exercised  at  all 
for  oft;  years  by  the  British  Government.  If 
in  England,  where  tbe  Crown  is  hereditary,  the 
Lords  hereditary  and  for  life,  and  the  Commons 
for  seven  yean,  this  tennre  and  responnbility 
has  been  found  Decesaary,  1  trust  in  thuGuvem- 
meut,  where  tlie  Preetdont  is  for  four  years,  the 
Senate  for  sx,  and  tbe  Hoose  of  Representa- 
tives for  two  ^esra,  this  judicial  tenure  and  ro- 
qwnsihility  will  be  thought  expedient,  and  that 
diis  amendment  will  be  adopted  by  Consresa, 
particularly  as  it  is  bnt  a  preliminary  decision — 
as  it  mnst  be  submitted  to  the  States,  and  can- 
not go  into  operation  but  by  the  consent  of 
three-fourths  of  the  TJnit«d  States.  I  have 
therefore  thought  fit  to  submit  this  resolntion, 
and  hope  the  reasons  assigned  will  induce  you 
to  believe  that  I  think  it  of  such  importanoe  to 
tbe  nation  as  to  entitle  it  to  your  attention. 
Mr.  W.  then  sabmitted  the  following  resola- 

AmoJm^  Ijr  (1>  Small  and  Noam  <if  RtfnKHlalitm 
^a*  Vailed  Stout  qfAmanaa,  w  CeHffrr—  amemblti, 
trvMxU  if  tod  Soiua  amcaTruy,  Tliat  tile  follDw- 
iug  aeclioa  b«  mbmitted  to  tbe  Leraalstona  of  tha 
Mveral  Statei,  which,  when  ratifiad  by  the  Lenda- 
toni  oTUuree-fonrtha  of  tb«  States,  absll  be  valid  and 
biodiDg  aa  a  part  of  the  CoiisdtatiQD  of  tha  Unitad 
States: 

Saalitd,  That  the  jodges,  both  of  tha  Bnpmne  and 
Inferior  Conita,  may  b«  nmored  from  office  on  tha 
jrAat  addnai  of  the  Senata  and  How  of  Ke]»«aaata- 
li*«  of  the  United  Stataa. 

The  Eonse  refbsed  to  consider  the  motion — 
4Sto88. 

Weditssdat,  January  80. 
Jartd  SkattWiVt  Claim, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  tbe  Committee 
of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Jared  Shattnok — 
69  to  20. 

Tbe  report  is  favorable  to  the  cMmant— tt 
bill  for  the  relief  of  this  person  having  in  two 
former  see^ons  passed  this  House,  bnt  not  been 
Booeded  to  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MoKTOoiiBBT,  in  a  speech  of  some  length, 
cq>posed  the  claim,  and  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee rise,  with  a  view  to  printing  the  psftera 
relatiuB  to  the  claim,  which  he  conceived  was 
not  foUy  nnderstood. 

This  motion  was  debated,  and  lost— 06  to  48. 

Tbe  repeal  was  also  debated,  and  agreed  to 
~-Sf  to  89. 

Tbe  committee  thtai  rose  and  reported  their 
agreamwit  to  the  repwt 


[PnnuT,  UlL 
TaimnAT,  Jansary  81. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  UsfiMuboHtt^ 
Omhabd  Cook,  tppuiti,  and  took  his  seaL 
Mimmippi  Terrilom. 

The  House  resolved  itself  Into  a  OommittN 
of  the  Whde,  on  tbe  repwt  of  the  select  cotn- 
mittee  in  &vot  of  admitting  the  MistMppi 
Territory  into  the  Union  on  an  eqail  fooBsg 
with  the  original  States. 

A  desultory  debate  of  two  or  Que*  bon 
took  plaoe  OTi  the  resolntkn. 

Messrs.  Poutdixtkh,  JoamoK,  Gaouoic,  Ho- 
EiM,  Shbffey,  HoiXAHt),  and  Wmobt,  roiAe  it 
favor  of  tbe  resolution,  and  Measn.  Baook, 
Pimnf,  QonfCT,  Biosu>w,  and  BLiBtmi, 
against  it  The  arguments  In  favor  of  il3  pas- 
sage were,  among  otborg,  that  the  territorf 
could,  when  possessing  a  popnlation  of  60,000^ 
claim  admiaaion  as  a  right ;  tliat  it  now  no- 
tained  probably  4S,000,  and  would,  more  thin 
probably,  before  a  Bepresentative  could  be 
elected  under  thanew  oonstitntion,  omtmM 
60,000  sonls;  that,  after  admitting  Orieam  to 
the  rank  of  a  State,  witbaminorpapQlali(»,st 
the  present  seeaton,  itwonldbe  the  height  of  tn- 
j  uatice  to  refnae  the  same  privilege  to  Tifiiminiiimt, 
which  had  been  so  mnch  longer  a  pert  ti  tne 
united  territOT7,  and  against  Ute  admiaaon  of 
which  into  the  Union  none  of  the  eoniCita- 
tlonal  objections  bad  weight  which  hadbetn 
urged  against  the  adnussion  of  Orleans.  Tha 
opponents  of  the  reaolution  argued  that  some 
respect  waa  due  to  the  feelings,  however  groDiid- 
ed,  of  the  eastern  States,  in  relation  to  tbe  crea- 
tion of  new  States  on  the  western  wstecs;  thst 
the  admission  of  one  State  during  a  scsion  vu 
sufficient ;  if  two  were  admitted  into  tbe  Udiob, 
in  the  course  of  three  months,  the  people  of 
the  eastern  Statee  would  be  Jnatly  alarmed  at 
the  diminution  of  their  relative  wdgfat  ia  tbs 
scde  of  the  Union ;  that,  aiDoe  it  was  aebtovl- 
edged  tbe  new  State  coold  not  be  repreaeotad 
b^re  the  thirteenth  Congress,  there  oould  ba 
no  occasion  for  preaaing  this  subject  so  nrgwrtly 
at  this  Ume.  Why  not,  it  was  asked,  wait  fir 
the  actual  census  of  the  territoryt  The  very 
solicitude  which  was  manifested  to  get  this  sub- 
ject through  Oongress,  it  was  said,  sbowed 
there  was  something  wrong,  and  was  a  atraig 
anrament  against  the  adoption  of  the  n  -'-"— 

The  reeolation  was  agreed  t 
of  the  Whole — ayes  S3. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  their  agree- 
ment to  the  resolution. 

Tbe  qneation  was  then  taken  to  cooonr  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  agreemeflt 
to  the  said  resolntion,  and  resolved  in  the  if' 
flrmative — jeas  6S,  nays  4t1, 

Fbidat,  Febnury  1. 

Commweial  Intereovrm. 

The    House  went  into    Committee   of  ^e 

Hiole  on  the  following 

Committee  of  Foreign  E 
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CH.  Off  B. 


KhUrn 


pcdamwitaT;  to  tha   act,  antitled  "  An  aot 
otBCBmlus  tbs  ooDunsrcia]  iutaroooisa  bMwean 
As  United  Stataa  ud  Great  BriUia  and  Fnaoe, 
and  tlieir  dopeodancuai  and  (br  other  pnipoaes.' 
Stit  trntrtftiipe..  That  no  Tamet  ormedtiMlg  by  a 
iiTiina  or  CTtunts/tii  UmiUd  Slala,  vJikA  fAatl  iathi 
i^ariedfrum  a  Brituk  port  prior  to  At  leeond  day  of 
FihnuiTy,  one  bimuaivl  'tjtb  tuxlral  omf  clnrfli,  awl 
to  11111  UriKrfiii  ongii  wiUfy  hy  a  dtim  or  e^iteni  of 
(JU   United  Blata,  tmorlid  in  Met  vttii,  ihall  ba 
Eabla  to  aeiziin  or  imfsitnre,  od  aecoant  of  anj  In- 
fraction or  pnsnned  iofVaction  of  tba  prorinoni  of 
dia  act  to  which  thia  aet  i*  a  mppUmeut 

Hr.  "Ettorrr  moved  to  amend  the  same  b^ 
ririking  out  tbe  words  in  italic,  sod  to  insert 
in  their  place,  "  or  merahaQdiM."  The  bill,  aa 
■mendad,  would  read  aa  follows: 

"  That  no  vcoel  or  marchandiaa  ihall  be  liable  to 
HdniTa  or  ibrfUtoie  on  aoconnt  of  any  infraotdon,  or 
franmad  infiaction,  of  tba  proridoDa  of  the  act  to 
■iiich  tfaifl  act  ii  a  njf  lement." 

Mr.  Emott. — Mr.  Ohurman:  As  the  liill 
which  is  now  on  jonr  table  ia  caloulated  to  re- 
lieve our  merchanta  in  part  from  the  reotriotive 
■jatein  which  haa  again  been  attempted  to  be 
pat  in  operation,  I  so  far  approve  of  it ;  but  oi 
it  does  not  appear  to  me  to  go  ftar  enough,  I  rise 
fbr  the  porpoae  of  moving  an  antendment, 
which,  if  adopted,  will  onoe  more  give  as  a 
dear  deck ;  and  while  I  am  Dp,  the  committee 
will  permit  me,  as  ooDoisel;  as  the  natore  of 
the  ml^ect  will  admit,  to  aemgn  the  reasons 
which  inijnoe  me  to  propoee  the  amendment, 

Bj  the  law  of  the  first  of  May  last,  the  Pred- 
dent  was  authorized,  in  case  either  of  the  great 
belligerents,  before  the  third  of  March,  revoked 
W  snti-nentral  edicts,  to  proclaim  the  sam^ 
■nd  if  the  other  did  not  in  three  month*  abo 
revoke,  a  non-intercouae  with  her  woa  to  fol- 
kiw.  On  the  eeoond  day  of  November,  the 
Picaident  had  proclaimed,  aa  a  fact,  that  France 
had  made  the  DeoeeBary  revocation;  and  it  tbl- 
lowa,  if  he  was  oorrect  aa  to  the  fkct,  that  on 
tba  aeoond  day  ot  this  monUi,  the  non-inter- 
eoorae  we&tinto  operation  against  Great  Britain. 
As  man;  fbnneriy,  and  more  latterlr,  have 
doubted  aa  to  the  net  thna  proolaimed,  it  be- 
eomcA,  sir,  a  dnty  whioh  we  owe  to  onreelvea 
and  to  the  people^  toinqnire  into  itseziBtetioe; 
fotif  it  be  true  that  no  snch  repeal,  as  was  oon- 
templMed  bj  the  law,  haa  taken  place  ;  i^  in- 
deeo,  tlM  President  has  been  deceived,  or  was 
Mi'-Ta^'i'".  we  cannot  too  soon  make  it  known, 
md  i^eve  the  oonntr;  from  the  vexation  ana 
anbarraflBment  which  most  reenlt  from  the  pres- 
ent rtate  of  things. 

It,  nr,  additional  motivea  were  neoeaaary,  we 
may  find  them  in  the  bills  which  have  this 
marniiig  been  inlrodnoed  into  the  Eonae  b^  the 
chairmao  orf  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana, 
at  the  instance  of  the  Secretarr  of  the  Treaaory, 
one  of  which  goeetol^U^  additional  dntle^ 
andiheetbertoanthoriiealoan.  The  reaaona 
atngned  by  the  Becretaiy  for  this  new  and 
heavy  tax  ononr  dtizezia  are,  that  aa  the  greater 
part  of  onr  dntiea  on  impoiia  are  oolle^ed  on 
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goods  oomlng  tnaa  Great  Britain  and  her  colo- 
nies, and  as  those  dntlee  will  cease  with  the 
revival  of  the  non-importation,  it  beoomea  oe' 
oeesary,  in  order  to  prevent  a  defalcation  in  the 
revenue,  to  tax  the  prodnotion  of  other  oonn- 
tries  mnch  bOTOnd  Uie  present  rate.  On  thia 
presumed  de&Ication,  too,  in  some  d^p«e  de- 
pends the  propoaltion  for  a  loan,  or,  if  a  loan  be 
necesaary,  tbe  amonnt  of  it.  In  this  point  of 
view,  it  becomes  highly  important  to  ascertMn 
whether  the  non-interconrse  baa  gone  into  ope- 
ration ;  for  if  it  has  not,  I  trost  we  shall  not 
proceed  to  give  form  and  shape  to  the  reoom- 
mendation  of  the  Beoretary,  that  we  diall  not 
burden  tbe  oonotry  with  new  taxes,  or  satgeet 
it  to  large  loans. 

In  the  commencement  of  thia  inquiry,  Mr. 
Chairman,  we  natnnUy  ask  ootBelves,  what 
edicts  are  to  be  revoked,  and  how  are  they  to 
be  revoked  t  It  is  not  material  to  extend  thia 
inquiry  to  Great  Britun,  as  we  know  of  no 
revocation  on  her  part,  and,  nnder  all  oironm- 
stancea,  we  have  not^  I  fear,  mnch  reason  to 
beUeve  that  there  will  be  snch  revocation.  Bnt 
it  may  be  wall  to  notice  here  something  which 
haa  the  appeaninoe  of  inconsistency,  on  the 
part  of  onr  Execntive,  towards  that  Govem- 

The  non-interconrse  law  of  Karch,  1609,  mai- 
tuns  a  provision,  that,  "  in  case  either  Franoe 
or  Great  Britain  shall  so  revoke  or  modify  her 
edicts,  as  that  they  ahall  cease  to  violate  the 
neatral  oommeroe  of  the  United  States"  the 
President  shall  declare  the  same  by  proclama- 
tion, and  the  non-interoonrse  was  then  to  cease 
aa  to  the  nation  revoking.  It  wa*  onder  thia 
law,  and  in  oonseqnenoe  ot  the  power  so  given 
to  the  Preddent,  that  the  celebrated,  thoogh 


Now,  sir,  by  referring  to  this  arrangement,  yon 
will  find,  that  on  April  18,  Mr.  Erakine  pro- 


posed to  Secretary  Braith  the  revocation  of  the 
orders  in  conncil  of  Janoai^  and  November, 
1807,  as  a  compliance  on  the  part  of  Great 
BritcuD  with  the  terms  of  the  act  of  March ; 
and  onr  Beoretary,  on  the  same  day,  declaring 
that  the  withdrawing  of  anoh  orders  wonld  be 
deemed  aatisfactory  by  the  President,  the  ar- 
rangement was  eompleted  oi  the  19th,  and  a 
pro^amation  accordmgly  issued  on  the  eronnd, 
and  asanming  the  fact,  that  the  Briti^  edicts 
had  ceased  to  violate  onr  oenCra]  commerce^ 
and  again  opening  the  intercourse  between  the 
two  comitries  after  the  10th  of  June, 

Thia  arrangenieDt,  and  the  short  tmd  has^ 
oorreepondenoe  connected  with  it,  yon  will  re- 
coUeot,Bir,  were  presented  to  Oongreaa  with  the 
Message,  at  the  opening  of  tbe  summer  seedon 
of  1809,  and  we  then  paaaed  a  law,  the  object 
of  which  waa  to  ratify  and  to  carry  Into  eSwA 
tJie  arrangement.  Here^  then,  we  have  an  ex- 
plicit opinion  ftom  both  the  Executive  and  tbe 
L^ialatore,  that  the  only  British  ordere  which 
came  within  the  spirit  and  Intent  of  the  law  of 
March,  were  thoae  fff  January  and  November 
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180T,  and  tLtt,  when  tbOHe  orders  were  revoked, 
tbe  ediata  of  Gre&t  Britain  cewed  to  violate  the 
oonunerce  of  the  United  Sutee. 

I  pra;  joa  now,  Ur,  OhsinnBn,  to  torn  with 
me  to  the  law  of  Haj  last ;  70a  will  there  find 
the  preciae  phraMolog;  of  the  act  of  Uarch: 
"In  oaae  either  Great  Britain  or  France  shall 
K>  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts,  as  that  t^ej 
shall  cease  to  violate  the  ilentral  oonunerce  of 
the  United  States,"  the  Prendent  is  to  make 
known  the  tact  by  proclamation-  The  anthority 
given  to  the  Presiaent  is  in  both  cases  the  same, 
and  it  was  to  have  been  presnined  that  it  would 
have  been  exercised  on  the  same  terms.  But, 
■ir,  it  will  be  fonnd,  on  TeferrlnK  to  the  papera, 
that,  nnder  the  act  of  Kay,  the  JExeontive  made 
a  further  reqniation.  The  revooatiiKi  of  the 
orders  in  ooondl  of  Jannary  and  November 
was  not  to  satisfy  na,  bnt  the  blookade  of  the 
year  preceding  was  to  be  also  annulled. 

In  the  letter  Irom  Secretary  Smith  to  onr 
ICiniater  at  London,  of  the  Gth  of  Jnly,  1810, 
and  which  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  law  of  Uay, 
it  is  Boid,  "  that  in  ezplaining  the  extent  of  the 
repeal  which  is  reqnired  on  the  British  side, 
Mr.  Pinkney  will  let  it  be  diadnctlr  under- 
stood, that  it  most  neixssarily  inolnda  an  an- 
nnlment  of  the  blockade  of  1806;"  and  our 
minister  aoeordin^y,  in  his  letter  to  Lord  Wet- 
lealey,  of  the  21st  of  September,  tells  iiim  it  is 
his'  doty  to  state  "  that  an  annnlment  of  the 
blockade  of  Kay,  1800,  is  considered  by  the 
President  to  be  as  indispensabie^  in  the  view  of 
tlie  act,  as  the  revocation  of  the  Bntish  orders 
in  conncil."  Nay,  so  farhaa  the  PresidenC  gone 
in  this  partjonlsr  as  to  give  tbe  French  Govern- 
ment a  pledge  that  this  will  be  reqaired  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain.  In  tbe  letter  from 
Secretary  Smith  to  General  Armstrong,  of  the 
Bth  of  July,  1810,  the  lattw  ia  authorized,  if  it 
aboDld  be  found  necessary,  to  "  let  it  be  nnder- 
Btood  that  a  repeal  of  the  illegal  blockades  of  a 
date  prior  to  the  Berlin  decree,  namely,  that 
of  May,  1806,  will  be  inolnded  in  the  condition 
reqaiied  of  Great  BritMn." 

It  is  not  my  intentioD.  at  this  time,  to  ent«r 
into  a  discussion  on  tbe  snl^ect  of  blockadee, 
nor  am  I  to  be  nndsrstood  as  giving  eouute- 
nance  to  tbe  system  of  paper  bloc£adea,  whether 
that  system  proceeds  from  or  is  attempts  to 
be  enforced  by  Enj^and  or  by  France ;  bat,  sir, 
I  have  gone  into  this  examination  to  ^ow  that 
the  President  has  acted  differently  nnder  two 
laws  which  onght  to  have  the  same  practical 
constrnction,  Deoaaee  the  terms  used  in  them 
were  alike;  that  nnder  the  law  of  May,  1810, 
he  added  a  condition  to  a  settlement  wiUi  Great 
Britain;  which  he  did  not  require  under  the  law 
of  ILiroh,  1809  ;  and  why  this  difference) 

Will  it  be  said,  that  when  the  arrangement 
was  made  with  Mr.  Erskine  the  Preeident  bad 
DO  knowledge  of  tbe  blockading  orders  of  May, 
1800 1  Not  sa  sir.  By  reourmig  to  a  report 
made  by  Mr.  Madiaou,  ae  Secretary  of  State,  in 
Deoember,  1808,  of  belligerent  deOTees  and 
orders  afiboting  neutral  commerce,  yon  will  find 


tliis  very  blockade;  and  oertunly  whit  ba 
knew  as  Secreta^  in]>eoember,  heioiutlun 
known  aa  President  in  tbe  April  Moviiig. 
ShaU  I  be  told  the  President  had  diKoTind 
that  the  blockade  bad  been  "avowed  to  be  com- 
prehended in,  and  identified  with,  the  orden  ii 
oooncil  ?"  I  fear  this  wIH  not  be  a  satitfactOT 
answer.  For,  in  this  case,  if  tbe  otdm  ii 
conncil  are  reecinded,  tbe  connection  betWMB 
them  and  tbe  blockade  wiU  then  stand  se  it  wm 
supposed  by  tbe  Executive  to  stand  whm  dw 
arrangement  was  entered  into. 

Persons,  Mr.  Chairman,  more  prone  to  jol- 
onsy  than  myself  and  who  are  disposed  to  M 
fault  with  the  late  Executive  projects,  may  pv- 
haps  point  to  ttiat  pssaage  in  the  letter  Ina 
Secretarv  Smith  to  Mr.  Pmkney,  of  the  Sd  of 
Kay,  ISiO,  in  which  it  is  said,  tbat  tbe  Pnci- 
dent  has  read,  with  surprise  and  regret,  (he 
reply  of  Lord  Wellesley  to  the  note  reqtIl^ 
ing  explanations  with  reelect  to  the  l^ocktii 
of  France,  which  "  evinoes  an  inflexiUe  Ub- 
mination  to  peraevere  in  tbe  system  of  btod- 
ade,"  as  affording  a  reason  for  tlus  added  MB- 
lotion:  they  may  say  tbat  itwasthmstiavliai 
our  Administration  were  satisfied  thstitTMiU 
not  be  aooeded  to  by  the  British,  andfor  the  pio- 

Cof  preventing  an  aocommodali<«i  with,  fi 
,'ing  np  tbe  irritation  ag^ns^  that  uatioa. 
But  while,  for  myself  I  disolaim  tMs  iaTtr- 
ence,  I  moat  confess  that  I  am  at  a  kn  to 
assign  a  Boffiiuent  motive  for  the  difieMnceii 
the  two  cases. 

As  to  Prance,  ur,  what  were  tbe  edicts  to  iM 
revoked,  and  bow  revoked)  I  shall  hareoe- 
oasion,  before  I  sit  down,  to  notice  tba  Beriin 
and  Kilan  decrees.  But  vere  there  not  othv 
decrees) 

We  have  before  us  the  Bambonillet  iva», 
with  a  date  of  the  asd  of  Ma^ch,  1810,  wbM 
declares  that  "all  vcmbIs  navigating  nndtrlM 
flag  of  the  United  States,  w  poesened  b  vkw 
or  in  pert  by  a  citiaen  or  snlgect  of  that  pova, 
which,  counting  from  the  SOth  of  May,  IWI, 
have  entered,  or  shall  enter  into  the  pcRs^ 
our  Empire,  of  onr  colonies,  <»■  of  the  oonntw* 
occupied  by  our  arma,  shall  be  soied,  inl  w 
prodnct  of  the  sales  shall  be  deposited  is  tba 
surplus  ftand."  Tbns  embracing  atoo*  t» 
whole  of  continental  Europe ;  for,  with  tba  u- 
oeption  of  the  Rnsnan  ports  on  tbe  Baltie,ud 
two  or  three  places  in  the  European  pemninW 
every  port  frequented  by  tbe  Aioericans  balw 
ed  either  to  the  Empire  of  Rwioe,  to  ***V 
onice  of  that  Empire,  or  to  oonntiiea  ocmjW 
by  the  forces  of  the  Empire,  lie  »'™''* 
nnder  this  decree  were  consequently  graat  •» 
distressing  to  our  merobanta.  , 

This  decree  purports  to  be  an  act  of^^?l 
on  this  ooontry,  and  for  what  cause)  Bo*  •" 
any  act  of  hostility  by  us;  not  for  any  mw"? 
or  oonfiscmjons  of  French  Tcssela  or  IreMa 
property  under  the  antbority,  or  within  U" 
limilB  of  this  Government  No,  wr,  aprrtw 
of  this  kind  appeared  too  ahaurd  to  be  uw«^ 
ed  even  in  a  French  daoree.    It  is  trne  tbit 
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G«ti«i>l  Armstrong,  in  his  letter  to  Becretarj 
fiiaitb,  of  the  10th  of  September,  1610,  oom- 
innnic«t«s  a  rerbal  explanation  which  accom- 
paoied  the  last  letter  of  the  French  Minister : 
"  If  jan  confiscate  French  property  under  the 
lav  of  non-iateroonrse,  they  will  oonflacate 
TOOT  property  nnder  their  decree  of  BamboQil- 
fet."  Ay,  rir,  and  they  have  given  a  practica] 
expUoation  that  they  would  oonfificate  onr  prop- 
erty oDder  the  decree,  altbongfa  we  did  not 
confiscate  their  property  under  the  uoD-int«r- 
eonrse  law.  Look  at  the  decree  itself,  and  yon 
will  Sod  the  moldTe,  or  rather  llie  pretext  for 
this  aict  of  reprisal.  It  is  gronadedontbepau- 
pig  of  the  act  of  the  1st  of  Haroh,  1809,  and 
it  is  groonded  oa  that  alone. 

Thos,  becanse  we  deemed  it  advisable  to  pass 
a  law  which  we  enpposed  was  a  mere  monioi- 
p«l  refTolation,  inasmach  as  it  related  to  onr 
oim  citixeDa,  or  oar  own  territories ;  a  law, 
which,  according  to  its  letter,  applied  equally  to 
both  belligerents,  and  which  was  not  to  com- 
moice  its  operation  nntil  the  20th  of  Uay,  con- 
tained in  itself  a  notice  sufficient  to  prevent  any 
iqJDry  to  French  snbjects ;  for  this  canse,  and 
fbr  this  alone,  the  Emperor  adopts,  as  an  act  of 
reprisal,  a  decree  which  snlfjects  to  seizure  and 
eonfiscation,  not  only  American  property  which 
ihoold  reach  the  oontinent  after  notice  of  the 
decree,  or  even  after  its  date,  bat  property 
which  arrived  there  at  any  time  for  the  preced- 
ioK  twelve  months.  I  will  not  stop  to  iaqaire 
what  would  and  what  oaght  to  bsve  been  tlie 
feelinas  of  the  Administration  and  of  the  oonn- 
try,  if  sncb  an  outrage  had  been  committed  by 
England  for  snch  a  canse.  But,  ^,  if  the 
French  Goverrunent  is  allowed  to  have  in  the 
act  of  Karch  an  excuse  for  reprisal,  we  had 
better  diacoDtinne  making  laws  altogether;  for 
it  is  difficnlt  to  find  in  onr  statute  DOidc  a  law 
lev  hostile  to  France,  or  more  within  tJie  ri(^t 
of  an  independent  Government  to  enacL 

To  eee  uie  true  character  of  this  decree,  we 
must  approach  it  a  little  nearer ;  and  with  the 
tetten  of  the  Doke  of  Cadore  in  my  hand— 
tbcee  letters,  sir,  which  have  oocasioned  our 


ed  if  this  proceeding  of  the  F^-ench  Govern- 
raoit  does  not  appear  to  partake  of  the  nature 
of  in  offence  which,  as  reqtecta  individuals,  is 
called  awindling.  It  is  a  taking  of  property 
under  false  pretences. 

Allow  me  now,  Ur.  Chairman,  to  present  you 
with  another  view  of  this  decree.  The  Duke 
of  Cadore,  in  his  letter  of  the  6th  of  Angnst, 
ISIO,  says:  "Now  Congreie  retrace  their 
-   w;  they  revoke  the  act  of  the  Ist  of  March; 


tbe  porta  of  America  are  opened 
cominerce,  and  France  is  no  longer 
to  tbe  Americans."    And  in  hu  letter  of  the 


r  interdicted 


Tth  €if  September,  he  uses  these  ezprestjons: 
"  Hifl  Majesty  hsa  always  wished  to  favor  the 
eooimenw  of  the  United  Ststee.  It  was  not 
without  reluctance  that  he  used  reprisals 
towards  the  Americans,  while  he  saw  that  Oon- 
tftm  had  ordamd  the  eopfisoatlonof  all  French 


vesaela  which  might  arrive  in  the  United  States." 
"  As  soon  as  His  M^eaty  wss  infbnned  of  this 
hostile  act^  he  felt  that  the  honor  of  France, 
involved  ia  this  point,  ooold  not  be  cleansed 
bnt  by  a  deoUration  of  war."  ITow  "  the  Amor- 
ioan  vessels  which  shall  arrive  in  France,  will 
not  be  snl^eot  to  confiscation,  heoanse  the  act  of 
Oongreso,  which  had  served  as  a  motive  to  onr 
reprisals,  ii  repealed."  From  this  exposition  of 
the  viewB  of  the  French  Government,  handed 
to  DB  by  the  Minister  of  Exterior  Relations,  we 
perceive  that  he  places  the  Rambonillet  decree 
entirely  to  the  account  of  the  non-intercoorM 
law  of  March ;  and  from  the  oonrse  of  reason- 
ing used  by  him,  it  seems  to  be  admitted  that 
the  decree,  and  the  seiznree  nnder  it,  could  not 
be  jostified,  but  while  the  ohnoxions  law  waa 
in  force. 

Bnt  we  here  again  meet  with  another  of  the 
mistakes  of  this  most  Just  Government,  which 
is  so  Jealous  of  its  honor  and  so  friendly  to  onr 
commerce.  The  fact  happens  to  be  thst  tjie  law 
never  was  repealed.  By  its  own  limitati<m  it  ex- 
pired with  the  then  session  of  OongT«aB,  and,  of 
course,  went  out  of  existence  on  the  S6tb  of 
June,  180B,  Thne  this  poor  law,  which  is  now 
brought  up  in  Judgment  asainst  na,  had  quietly 
descended  to  me  tomb  of  Uie  Otmolets  almost  a 
year  before  tbe  Emperor  and  King  thought  it 
consistent  with  his  int«reet,  or  for  the  honor  of 
his  empire,  to  commence  his  measnree  of  retali- 
stion.  The  limitation  clause  could  not  have  ea~ 
caped  tbe  attention  of  His  M^aaty  when  he 
read  the  law ;  and,  I  trust,  we  yet  have  pride 
enongh  to  believe  that  he  knows  there  is  an 
American  Congress,  and  notiaes  the  periods  of 
our  meeting  and  departure,  if  he  is  careless  abont 
our  proceedinga.  When,  therefore.  Napoleon 
isenea  the  pluMtting  decree  of  RamboQiUet,  be 
knew  that  tbe  law  on  which  be  placed  his  Justi- 
flcation  had  long  since  expired.  Bnt  he  Knew 
a  fortiier  fact,  that  the  law  never  did  affeot 
French  vessels.  The  British  navy  kept  tbem  at 
home^  and  we  excluded  En^lsh  Tesseb  only. 
Such  was  the  practical  and  the  only  pcacti<»l 
operation  of  our  law. 

I  am  aware  that  tbe  apologists  of  the  Em- 
peror will  point  to  the  act  of  the  1st  of  June, 
1809,  as  reviving  or  oontdnuing  certain  sections 
of  the  law  of  March.  Let  me  not  be  misunder- 
stood, Mr.  Chajmian,  I  do  notmean  to  inrinu- 
ate  that  the  Emperor  has  uKilogists  in  this 
House,  in  this  ark  c^  (nd^eodoioe  and  libera 
of  a  great  people ;  but,  In  whatever  place  this 
suggestion  shall  be  off^md,  it  may  be  answered 
that  the  French  Govermnent  have  not  noticed 
the  last  law  in  their  decree,  or  in  any  of  tbeir 
official  papers.  And  It  may  b«  Airtber  remarked 
that  the  law  of  June,  like  that  of  March,  was 
limited  to  tbe  end  of  the  next  eesdon  of  Con- 
gress, and,  of  oonrse,  ceased  its  operation  on  the 
1st  of  May,  1610.  As  the  decree  issned  on  tbe 
Hth  of  May,  and  the  seizures  nnder  it  were 
after  that  time,  it  wonld  seem,  to  a  man  of 
common  understanding,  who  believes  thetranih 
actions  between  natlotis  are,  or  ought  to  be^ 
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r^ulated  by  th«  mlee  of  honest,  plain  desJinK, 
that  the  Emperor,  when  he  had  £nowledgo  Si 
the  &ct,  woold  hkvQ  loosened  his  hold  on  onr 
property.  And  jet  we  find  that,  when  we  &p- 
proadt  him  oD  this  snltject,  he  Isnghs  us  to 

Tbe  object  which  I  bftd  in  ri«w,  in  this  ezam- 
inaiion  of  the  Rambonillet  decree,  was,  to  mark 
ila  tnie  cbanuiter,  to  show  tbftt  tliia  deoree  em- 
phaticallf  oatraged  our  neatral  rights,  and  tliat, 
u  it  waa  sabmitted  to  \tj  thia  conntrj,  onr  oode 
of  national  rights  will  be  foond  hereafter  in  the 
■ame  books  with  those  of  the  kingdoms  whioh 
iMlong  to  the  Confederation  of  the  Bhine.  Onr 
merchants  are  indnoed  to  adTentnre  to  France 
bj  a  prospect  of  large  ]>rofits,  and  by  promisee 
of  gnat  ieonrity  if  their  veeseU  have  not  been 
"  denationalized."  The;  take  there  many  a 
Tslosble  cargo,  nntil  the  amonnt  of  property 
becomes  air  object  of  imperial  attention,  and 
then  it  is  seized  npon  by  an  irresistible  and  on- 
relenting  hand,  without  notioe,  and  Dpon  pre- 
texts void  of  an;  foondaCion.  Can  a  deoree,  or 
order,  or  edict,  be  iK^ted  oot  in  the  lung  history 
of  onr  wrongs  and  onr  sofibrings,  which  is  more 
stronglf  m^ked  with  injnstdce,  or  which  more 


into  a  particolar  ezsmination  of  the  French 
decrees,  which,  in  the  oommeDcement  of  the 
Itwt  year,  aathorized  the  seimre  of  ench  a  nam- 
I>er  of  American  veasela  at  St  Sebastians,  at 
Naples,  and  in  the  North  of  Europe.  It  would 
lead  me  too  far  into  the  views  and  oondnot  of 
the  French  Govemmeut  towards  this  coontry, 
for  the  purposes  of  this  discussion.  But,  ur,  in 
this  volume  of  doonments,  I  see,  with  emotions 
which  1  am  rare  are  in  nnison  with  thoee  of  the 
AmeriosQ  people,  the  famous  nota,  ^sned 
"  Champagoy,  Duke  de  Cadore,"  of  the  4th  of 
FebruaiT  last,  written  to  Justify  thoee  seizures, 
and,  as  ne  aaya,  "  that  the  President  may  the 
better  know  the  friendly  intentions  of  France 
towards  the  United  States,  and  her  favorable 
dispodtions  to  American  commerce;"  in  whioh 
we  are  told  that  we  are  "  withoot  Just  ptditical 
views,  withoDt  honw^  and  without  energy." 
And  are  we  so  sunk  m  the  estimation  of  the 
mighty  conqueror,  that  he  thinks  it  neccssaiy 
ana  proper  to  use  this  as  his  official  langnaga 
towu^  OS  I  Sorely,  air,  he  mistakes  the  oliar- 
acter  and  the  spirit  o(  this  people  if  he  tielievee 
thef  are  to  be  broken  down,  or  brouriit  into 
his  Tiews,  by  insnlts  or  threats.  AsonriQoTem- 
ment  had,  a  few  months  btfore,  discharged  and 
disgraced  a  British  Minister  for  a  supposed  insnlt 
by  an  inunuatlon,  it  was  to  have  been  expected 
that,  OD  this  occautm,  Moal  sphit  would  be 
■hown.  Bat  to  such  as  formea  correq>onding 
expectations,  whjit  will  be  their  feelings  when 
they  Sod  that  the  only  Executive  notioe  of  the 
note  is  found  in  the  letter  of  Hi.  Smith  to 
General  Anostrong,  c^  the  Stb  of  Jane  last,  in 
which  the  Secretary  says,  that,  "  as  the  John 
Adams  is  daily  expected,  and  as  your  farther 
oommunications  by  her  iml  better  enaUe  me  to 


adapt  to  tbe  actual  state  of  our  tStin  with  tii* 
French  Government,  the  observations  proper  to 
be  made  in  relation  to  the  seizure  of  our  pn^ 
er^,  and  to  tbe  letter  of  the  Duke  of  Cado^ 
of  the  14th  of  February ;  it  is,  by  the  Prtadeut, 
deemed  expedient  not  to  make,  at  thu  time,  uj 
such  animadversions." 

Let  OS  now  see,  Ur.  Chairman,  whether  these 
decrees  have  l>een  ^^eo  revoked  or  modified  ■ 
that  they  ceased  to  violate  the  neatral  mn- 
meroe  of  tbe  Fnited  States." 

These  decrees  have  two  distinct  opwatiMi^ 
the  seiinre  of  our  property,  and  the  sabseqoeDt 
sale  of  that  property;  and,  withont  attemptiiig 
to  prove  a  propoaidon  which  ^ipears  eelf- 
evident,  I  ahall  take  it  for  granted  that,  if  it 
waa  an  infringement  of  oar  rights  to  edm  tlu 
property,  it  ia  equally  as  infrui^ement  of  onr 
rights  to  proceed  to  the  oonfisoatton  and  ede  d 
each  property.  Nay,  rir,  if  we  aflow  to  the 
French  (rovemment  ^e  plea  of  retaliation,  tbe 
infringement  of  our  rishte  will  commence  vith 
the  conflscatioQ  and  sue  of  onr  vessels  after  tbe 
cause  of  retaliation  baa  been  removed  by  n, 
and  known  so  to  be  by  the  Emperor,  A  mto- 
cation  or  modification  at  these  decrees,  so  tint 
they  should  cease  to  violate  onr  fur  commern, 
th^efore,  would  look  as  well  to  an  indonsi^ 
for  tbe  past  as  a  security  for  the  fbtore;  itiM- 
ceesarily  includes  a  restoration  of  the  prapectj 
already  taken,  as  well  as  an  engagement  igunet 
tutors  captnres.  This  appeara  to  have  bees,  it 
one  time,  the  opinion  of  oor  AdministratioD ;  fcr 
yon  will  find,  by  reooning  to  the  letto'  ftaa 
Secretai7  Smith  to  Gsneral  Armstroag,  of  tbe 
0th  of  June,  1810,  which  enclosed  a  copy  (ri'the 
law  of  Hay,  the  determination  of  our  I^Mutire 
is  thus  made  known : ''  I^  however,  the  airings- 
ment  contemplat«d  by  the  law  should  be  soeept- 
able  to  the  French  Government,  yon  will  nnto- 
stand  it  to  be  the  purpooe  of  the  Fremdeot  kA 
to  proceed  in  givmg  it  effect,  in  case  the  lit* 
seizure  of  the  property  of  the  dtiiena  i^  the 
United  States  has  been  followed  by -an  absctata 
confiscation,  and  restoration  be  finally  refbM^" 
And  in  the  letter  from  Mr.  Smith  to  Genenl 
Armstrong,  at  the  6th  of  July,  this  detenoiiu- 
tion  ia  ezprened  with  added  strength :  "A*  bi* 
been  heretofore  stated  to  yoo,  a  satisfutoT 
provJMon  tea  restoring  the  property  lately  f^- 
prised  and  seized  by  the  order,  or  at  the  i^ 
stance  of  the  French  Oovemment,,  must  be 
combined  with  a  repeal  of  the  French  edicts^ 
with  a  view  to  a  non-interoourse  with  Qm^ 
Brit^ ;  snoh  a  provision  being  vi  indiqxneible 
evidence  of  the  Just  purpose  cdf  France  tcvardi 
the  United  States." 

Witbost  asking  for  the  evidence  wbioh  tbe 
President  had  as  to  the  repeal  or  modiBeatioii 
of  these  decrees,  I  now  put  it  to  tba  oomimttj* 
whether  every  member  of  it  ia  not  perftcUT 
convinced  that  if  any  modification,  or  sufl*"- 
sion,  or  repeal,  has  taken  place,  it  goia  no  lirthe' 
than  to  reslivin  future  seizures,  leaving  the  pnV' 
erty  already  sedzed  to  take  the  coarse  of  «* 
fisostJon  and  sale!    Do  we  not  know,  tut, m 
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of  the  Dnke  ^  Cadore,  of  the  Gth  of  August,  in 
which  he  mjb,  that  iinoe  Congress  have  K- 
traoed  their  steps,  by  revolcing  the  act  of  the 
first  of  March,  "  France  is  no  longer  interdiot»d 
to  the  Americans."  Nov,  if  this  letter  is  in  th« 
form  of  a  decree,  it  revokes  or  modifies  tho 
Bambonillet  decree  eqaall^r  with  those  of  BerUn 
and  Milan,  iDOamncb,  as  long  as  the  fi>rmer 
oontinned  io  force,  IVanoa  vaa  interdicted  to 
the  Americans.  And  yet  we  find,  io  a  letter  of 
the  Doke  of  Cadore,  of  the  7th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, oor  Minister  inqnirisg,  "  Has  the  decree  of 
His  Majesty  of  the  2itd  day  of  March  last  beea 
reoslledf"  And  General  Armstrong^  in  his 
letter  to  Mr.  Smith  of  the  10th  of  September, 
remarks,  that  this  inqnicy  "  may  appear  to  have 
been  aseleas,  after  the  declaration,  that  American 
ships  whioh  will  hereafter  arrive  in  the  ports  of 
Franoe  shall  not  be  sabjeet  to  confiscation ;  but 
nnderstanding  from  the  Conncil  of  Frizes,  that 
until  soifle  act  be  taken  wmch  had  the  efieot  of 
recalling,  by  name,  the  decree  of  the  2Sd  of 
March,  the^  most  consider  it  both  as  existing 
and  operative,  and  of  conrse  binding  upon 
them,''  and  he  had  presented  the  sabject  again. 

Here,  then,  we  have  the  opinion  of  the  French 
court,  moat  known  and  most  important  to  db, 
the  Conrt  of  Prizes,  that  the  letter  of  the  Duke 
of  Oadore  is  not  in  the  form  of  a  decree,  and 
has  not  the  force  and  effect  of  a  decree.  In 
addition  to  this,  we  have  the  act  of  seizure  of 
the  brig  New  Orleans  Packet,  by  the  director 
of  the  customs  at  Bordeaui,  in  December  last, 
nnder  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  As  the 
letter  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore  had  been  published 
tn  France  prior  to  this  period,  no  one  will  be- 
lieve that  if  it  was  in  form  of  an  edict  of  [h6 
Empir^  the  seizure  would  have  been  made. 

Bat  if  the  contents  of  this  letter  had  been 
embodied  in  a  formal  act,  wonld  it  have 
amonuted  to  such  a  revocation  or  modification 
of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  as  that  they 
ceased  to  violate  our  neutral  commerce  f 

I  remark  firsts  that  the  revocation,  if  it  bo 
one,  was  a  future  and  not  a  present  revocation. 
"The  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  revoked, 
and,  after  the  first  of  November,  they  will  oeaw 
to  hav*  effect"  Now,  sir,  although  there  is  an 
affected  obaonrity  in  this  sentence,  the  intent  is 
meet  obvious.  As  long  as  a  law  oontinuee  in 
(H>eration,  eo  long  it  moat  be  unrepealeil,  and  as 
tneae  decrees  were  to  have  effect  nntil  the  Ist 
of  November,  It  follow^  that  on  no  conatmo- 
tion  can  they  be  oonsidered  as  revoked  until 
that  period.  Indeed,  on  this  ptnnt  the  Duke  of 
Oadore  is  quite  explicit  in  bis  letter  to  General 
Armstrong  of  the  7th  of  September,  in  which 
be  t«lla  Iwn,  that  American  vesitela  arriving  in 
France  before  the  first  of  November,  although 
not  liable  to  confiscation,  "  will  be  subjected  to 
all  the  effeota  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees." 

But.  agfun :  the  revocation,  if  any,  was  not 
only  ntnre,  but  it  was  also  conditional;  "it 
being  noderstood,  that  in  consequence  of  this 
declaration,  the  English  shall  revoke  their  Or- 
ders in  Ooonoil  and  renonnoe  &o  new  prindplas 


Itw  months  of  October  and  November,  onr  ve 
ud  merchaBdise'have  been  brought  under  the 
kunmer  in  porsaance  of  those  decreea;  and 
hive  we  not  lately  seeu,  in  our  public  journals, 
i  Bit  of  some  eighteen  or  twenty  ships  adver- 
Ibed  by  the  French  Government  for  sale  at 
Biyonne,  on  the  5th  of  December  I  Nay,  air, 
the  Executive  was  Informed,  t>efore  he  issued 
ht9  proclamation,  by  the  letter  from  the  Duke 
of  Oadore  to  General  Armstrong  of  the  12th  of 
6ept»nber,  1810,  that,  "aa  to  the  merchandise 
CMifiscated,  it  h&ving  been  oonfiscated  as  a  meas- 
nre  of  i«prisal,  the  principles  of  reprisal  must 
be  tbe  law  in  that  affair.  Words  cannot  be 
fonnd  which  would  more  sattatactorily  "  eviu( 
m  inflexible  determination  "  to  retwi  the  proi 
Rty,  Ab  the  principles  of  reprisal  are  to  c 
the  law,  it  follows  that  a  restoration  of  the  prop- 
erty depends  on  the  discretion  of  the  Emperor, 
HM  is  not  to  be  claimed  by  us  aa  a  matter  of 
right,  but  of  fkvof .  And  whot  have  we  to  pro- 
pose according  to  the  prinoiplee  of  reprisal,  to 
obtun  the  restoration!  la  it,  that  we  have 
Riflbvd  the  non-interoonrse  law  to  expire  t 
Why,  rir,  this  had  taken  place  long  before  the 
letteroftfae  Duke  of  Cadore.  Is  It  a  restoration 
of  trench  pl^>pe^ty  seized  under  the  law  of  non- 
kitercoor^e  9  This  cannot  take  place ;  because, 
in  truth,  there  was  no  auch  aeimre. 

Te  will  now  examine  whether  there  baa  been 
Hich  a  revocaKon  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
veei  aa  warranted  the  proclamation.  And 
Itere  let  me  remark  that,  when  the  President 
acted  under  thia  law,  he  was  not  exeroUing  the 
tawtj-making  power.  He  was  the  mere  agent 
ol  tbe  L^islature,  and  as  such  agents  he  was 
confined  and  limited  by  his  letter  of  attorney, 
the  Uw.  He  had  not,  therefore,  as  has  been 
MKtted,  &  discretion,  nor  had  he  any  thing  to 
do  with  oonaideradons  of  comity  or  courtesy. 
'  He  was  to  ascertain  when  there  was  an  actual 
ud  practical  revocation,  and  then  make  known 
die  &ct;  the  conaequenoee  were  left  with  the 
tegidature.  Indeed,  sir,  this  power  to  give  pub- 
idty  to  a  bet  might  have  been  committed  to 
one  of  th;i  Secretariea,  or  to  a  clerk  In  the  offices, 
nd  if  it  had,  we  should  have  smiled  at  the  eng- 
ftatiwi  that  il«  exerdw  depended  on  oonudera- 
tions  (^  oonrtesy. 

Kr.  Gbairman,  when  the  proclamation  first 
appeared,  my  impresdon  wbl  oiid  ench,  too,  I 
BMeiBtood  to  be  the  general  impresuon,  that 
the  Pieddent  had  some  document  nnknown  to 
the  American  people.  The  letter  of  the  Duke 
of  Cadore,  of  the  6th  of  August,  was  already 
bafiire  the  pablio,  bat  it  was  not  credited  that 
on  tUs  letter  the  proclamation  had  been  issued. 
Knee  we  have  received  the  Message  the  subject 
a  at  rest.  It  is  now  known  and  acknowledged 
that  the  Preaident  had  not,  and  to  this  moment 
has  not,  any  othw  evidence  oi  a  revooation. 
Kow  air,  in  this  letto*,  I  Me  ndther  the  form 
HT  the  aubatanoe  of  a  revooation. 

What  is  the  imd«standii%  of  the  French 
ooorts  and  officers,  on  thia  subject  I  have  al- 
nsdy  preswted  yov  with  that  part  of  the  letter 
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of  bIodud«  which  iitej  have  w^edtoMtob- 
lUt,  or  that  the  United  StaiM,  oonftinnablr  to 
the  act  700  have  jn*t  oommimiaated,  shall  eanei 
their  rights  to  be  respected  hj  the  English.' 
A  ooDditioa — a  qnalifioation — a  reetriotion,  Ii 
it  not  obvioDS,  from  the  vety  temn  of  the  let- 
ter, that  it  oontuna  a  ooDdition  that  the  re- 
peal ia  a  qoaliSed  one!  The  words  "it  being 
nuderatooa,"  are  not  ool;  exprewiTe  of  this, 
but  thej  are  aingnlarl;  ^>propriate.  It,  how- 
eVer,  we  were  ioclliied  to  doabt,  we  must  be 
satisfied  hy  the  letter  of  the  Doke  of  Oadore 
General  ArmstroDg,  of  September  7th,  in  which 
it  is  said,  that  the  En^ienff  "roMals  hi*  de- 
oreee  of  Berlin  and  Hilui,  under  ute  oonditioiis 
pointed  out  in  mj'  letter  to  jon  of  the  6th  of 
AngoBL" 

Oar  IGniaters,  Genera]  Armstrong  and  Mr. 
Finhnej,  ^pear  to  have  puzzled  tbemselTee 
mach  aboQt  this  condition,  to  disooTer  whether 
it  was  a  condition  precedent,  or  a  condltioD  sab- 
eeqnenL  To  me,  sir,  the  idea  of  a  condition 
•nbseqnent  tb  a  repeal,  ii  rather  novel ;  bnt  it 
msj  nevertheleaa  be  jnek  In  common  nnder- 
Btandln^,  it  is  belleTed,  that  when  a  law  is  re- 
pealed It  is  extinct,  and  if  it  be  ao,  then  Its 
^tpendage^  the  condition,  wonld  seem  to  be  at 
an  end  Moonrse.  Bat  In  the  view  which  I  am 
about  to  take  of  this  sobject,  it  is  not  necessary 
to  settle  this  point,  as  it  mnst  be  conceded,  thst 
whether  we  call  the  condition  a  condition  prec»- 
dent,  or  a  condition  snbeeqnent,  the  same 
sequence  will  follow:  if  the'oondition  ia 
complied  with,  the  decrees  mnst  be  in  force 
etill.  Now,  sir,  it  ^ipears  to  me  that  tlte 
didona,  attached  to  tnis  pretended  or  proposed 
repeal,  are  of  a  natore  which  have  not,  and 
will  not  be  o<Knplied  with. 

First,  sir,  as  to  the  conditions  on  the  part  of 
En^nd :  "  The  Ei^iah  shall  revoke  thdr  Or- 
dns  in  Ooimcnl,  and  renoDDce  the  neworinoi- 
plea  of  bloc^de  which  thej  have  wished  to  es- 
tablish." With  respect  to  the  Orders  in  Conn- 
dl,  I  have  nothing  to  say  either  as  to  their  jns- 
tiee  or  their  policy.  Hearen  knows  they  haTO 
been  to  ns,  &W  the  moment  of  thdr  inoeption, 
flore  evils;  the  cansea  of  great  vezatJoa,craibar- 
rassment,  and  losses ;  and  I  hope  the  period  is 
not  &r  distant  when  we  shall  be  no  longer  dis- 
torbed  by  them.  Bnt,  air,  I  wish  to  csil  vonr 
partionlar  attention  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
condition,  that  relating  to  blockades.  We  baye 
been  so  long  in  the  jiractice,  and  Justly  in  the 
practice,  of  complaining, of  paper  blockades, 
tfaat  at  the  fltst  blosh  we  are  indoced  to  believe 
the  condmon  relates  to  them,  and  to  them 
alone.  Are  these  the  Uoekades  which  are  in* 
tended?  Let  the  Emperor  and  King  answer 
for  himseUL  In  the  officisl  note  from  Ootmt 
Champagny  to  Oeneral  Armstrong,  of  the  33d 
of  AngnM,  1809,weharethisdeclaration;  "A 
place  is  not  tndy  Uookaded  nntil  it  is  invested 
by  land  and  by  sea;  itiabloakaded  to  prevent 
it  from  reoeiTinff  the  aneoors  which  mi^t  re- 
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Ing  it  ezista"  But  we  have  it  nnder  the  bod 
and  seal  of  the  Emperor  himsd^  what  be  dmm 
by  the  "new  priodplee  of  tdoekadsL"  In  tU 
Berlin  decree  there  is  an  euDmera&Hi  of  Rsl  tr 
pretended  interpolations,  on  the  part  of  Gnit 
Briton,  in  the  law  of  nations ;  among  wiiich  wt 
discover  theae:  "that  England  does  not  admit 
the  right  of  nations  as  nuiversslly  acknowlcdf- 
ed  by  all  civilized  people ;  that  she  eitendi  lo 
porta  not  fortified,  to  harbors  and  moolha  of 
rivers,  the  right  of  blockade,  which,  aeoiKdiiig 
to  reason  and  the  usage  of  civilized  natioa^  it 
applicable  tmly  to  strong  or  fortiiied  porta." 
And  it  is  declared  that  "the  decree  aili  bi 
considered  aa  the  ftrndameatal  law  (rf  the  Ea- 
plre,  ontil  En^aod  baa  atiaiowledged  that  tin 
rights  of  war  are  the  sanM  on  land  •■  at  M 
—and  nntil  the  ri^t  of  blockade  be  neotior- 
ed  to  fortified  places  actually  inveeted  b;  em- 
petent  forces." 

There  can  be  no  miannderstanding  od  tlui 
sabject.  The  Emperor  oSare  to  give  up  lui 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  if  the  Bnti^  wH 
renounce  their  new  system  of  blockade ;  sod  ia 
theoe  Ttfy  decrees  he  explains  what  be  hmdi 
by  this  new  system ;  tha^  beeides  p^ier  bket 
ades,  it  is  the  attempt  to  blockade  the  moatfai 
of  rivers  and  harbors,  and  ports  not  fortifiei 
Now,  sir,  I  will  admit,  if  we  ooold  prevul  <« 
Great  Britain  and  France  thos  to  limit  the  li^t 
of  blockade,  it  would  add  much  to  onr  seauitj 
at  home ;  for  as  we  have  no  fortified  plaee^ 
althoQgh  we  may  have  places  with  fortifica- 
tions, it  wonld  fbtlow  that  we  should  neva  )m 
subject  to  a  blockada.  But  is  it  true  that  k- 
Cording  to  the  osages  of  nations  this  is  s  hotw 
system,  or  one  now,  for  the  fliat  time  pot  in 
use  by  the  BritUb  t  Or  is  it  believed,  that  a 
nation  like  England,  whose  effeodve  force  fir 
offitnce  and  deduce  is  a  maritinte  force,  can  or 
onght  to  eabscribe  to  a  system  of  bloekads 
which  confines  its  exordse  and  ru^t  lo  "  forti- 
fied places  actually  invested  t"  matweoldbe 
the  effect  of  snoh  a  system  ia  the  present  wirl 
France  has  mrely  not  to  apprelMnd  an  inriniB 
from  En^and ;  wif  if  any  of  the  oonuosraal 

Silacee  on  her  extensive  coasta  are  ^^^i^^^^^^ 
artificalionB  may  be  dianantled  or  desliofN 
with  great  safety.  As  soon  as  tliis  is  dune  tbeT 
become  "harbors  and  ports  not  fortified," and 
have  no  longer  to  apprMtend  any  inoonvenieiM 
ftom  the  pressure  of  a  naval  force.  Ia  it  not 
obviooa  that  En^and  will  not  comply  with  btf 
pert  of  the  condition,  and  that  tne  Empenir 
never  expeoted  that  she  wonld  t 

Aa  to  the  oooditioiw  on  the  part  of  this  oam- 
try— "The  United  Slatea,  conformably  to  0» 
act  yea  have  Joat  oommonicaled,  shall  uoN 
their  righto  to  be  reroected."  Whatrighta,«r. 
Obairmaal  The  right  of  not  being  vtxw  w 
endangered  by  paper  blockades )  Yes,  bt,  an* 
I ;  the  i^t  of  not  b«ng  intemipted jn  a 
nerdal  intarconrae  with  dtiee  steat«d  ca 
rivers,  as  Antwerp  fbr  inaUnce ;  or  to  can?  <^ 
a  free  trade  with  aU  the  continental  ptntB  and 
harbcKa  not  fortified,  altbongb  the  wfiale  Bnt- 
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»h  navy  may  be  croidDg  at  Uie  month  of  the 
Tiver,  or  in  right  of  the  port.  But  we  heve  a 
fiirther  decUnktion  of  neutral  rights  which  the 
FreDch  EiiiperOT  sajB  he  will  allow  when  Frsnw 
has  a  marine  proportioned  to  the  extent  of  her 
coMata  Uid  IMS'  popnhttlon,  and  which,  so  long 
as  the  British  shall  continae  to  be  msstere  of 
tlie  sea,  he  insista  we  shall  claim  and  eiercise. 
Thus,  in  the  note  from  Ooaot  Ohampagn;  to 
General  ArnutroDg,  of  the  SSd  of  Augast,  1809, 
"  France  admits  the  prinoiple  that  the  Bag  cov- 
ers the  merohaodise.  A  merchant  vessel,  siul- 
iag  with  hU  the  neoeouu?  papersfrom  its  Qor- 
emment,  ia  a  floating  oolony.  To  do  Tiolence 
to  SDch  a  vessel  by  vitiu,  by  uanim,  and  by 
odier  acts  of  an  arbitrary  anthority,  is  to  vio- 
late th^tenitory  of  B  colony.  This  is  to  in- 
Ikinge  on  the  independence  of  its  Govenuneot." 
In  other  words,  the  flag  is  to  protect  the  prop- 
atf,  and  seareb  is  not  to  be  permitted.  I  pray 
yon,  sir,  to  bear  in  mind,  that  since  the  forma- 
tion of  this  Oovemment,  and  nnder  every  Ad- 
miaistTatbn,  the  nght  of  blockading,  by  an  ao- 
tnal  present  and  efficient  force,  porta  and  places 
not  fortified;  the  right  of  search,  and  the  prin- 
dplo,  that  enemy  property  is  not  protected  by 
the  character  of  the  veeeel,  has  been  recognised 


Bat  how  are  «6  to  oaose  these  rights  to  be 
respected  I  By  pntting  in  force  the  non-impor- 
tation law?  Suppose  the  British  shonld  not 
believe  themselvee  eioessively  inlnred  by  this 
nteasore;  that,  in  fact,  it  operated  to  their  ad- 
vantaee,  and  we  are  mffered  to  bring  on  prema- 
ture decay  and  old  age,  by  this  political  qnack- 
ery.  Woold  this  Batisfy  fhe  Emperort  No,  sir. 
Be  would  soon  tell  ns  that  we  had  not  caused 
onr  rights  to  be  respected.  It  is  idle  to  believe 
that  he  will  deem  the  non-importalion  a  oom- 
plianoe  with  his  condition ;  nor,  to  me,  does  his 
langDage  oonvey  this  idea.  We  sre  to  oppose, 
or  declare  onrselvee  agsinst  the  British,  and  in 
the  spirit  of  onr  law  and  of  his  declaration,  we 
are  to  cause  onr  rights  to  be  respected,  not  by 
self-destro^ng  measnres,  but  by  actual  force  and 
open  hostility,  if  the  English  nation  will  not, 
withont  it,  snbscribe  to  the  terms  which  have 
been  presented  to  iL  Recollect  the  history  of 
our  embargo  and  former  non-interconrse,  the 
]wopodtions  made  under  them  by  onr  Oovem- 
mentto  the  French  Qovemment,  and  how  these 
propositions  were  received,  and  yon  will  be  sat- 
lafied  of  the  natnre  and  extent  of  the  present 
condition. 

Ajii  now,  let  tne  ask,  whether  we  are  pre- 
pared for  these  conditions  t  Whether  we  be- 
heve  in  all  the  ri^ts  which  the  French  Fm- 
peror  condescends  to  clunl  for  os  fhim  the 
British,  although  he  will  not  admit  them  him- 
eelfl  And  whether  we  are  prepared  to  go  to 
war  for  them  t  To  me  the  comutlons,  t>otD  on 
flie  part  of  this  comitry  and  Great  Britdn,  apt- 
pear  insdmiaible.  At  all  events,  I  think  that 
thft  President,  before  he  acted  on  a  proposition 
BO  kraee  and  general,  which  admits  of  so  mnch 
doobt,  and  can,  by  foir  oonstmotldti,  be  carried 


to  such  extravagant  lengths,  ought  to  have  aak- 
ed  Bnd  received  explanations  and  particnlars. 

Bat  it  may  be  a^d  that  the  letter  of  the 
Dnke  of  Cadore,  if  not  itself  a  decree,  is  evi- 
dence that  there  is  a  rescinding  decree.  To  mj 
mind,  Ur.  Obairman,  it  has  internal  marks  to 
the  contrary ;  bnt,  withont  tronbling  the  com- 
mittee with  any  farther  comments  on  the  letter, 
I  observe,  that  viewing  it  as  a  mere  matter  <a 
evidence,  it  may  bo  fortified  or  explained  by 
other  evldenoe.  I  have  already  rMd  to  yoa 
parts  of  the  letters  from  Secretary  Smith  to 
Qeneral  Armstrong,  of  the  0th  of  Jnne  and  the 
6th  of  Jnly,  which  declare  the  determination  rf 
the  Premdent  not  to  carry  the  non-interconrae 
law  into  effect  agunst  Eo^and,  nnlesa  France 
not  only  revoked  her  decrees,  hot  restored  onr' 
sequestered  property.  We  are  to  presnme  that 
onr  Minister  made  known  this  determination 
to  the  French  OonrL  as  it  was  his  dnty  so  tu  do. 
Now,  with  this  declaratjon  before  him,  is  it  to 
be  credited  that  the  Emperor  would  revoke  his 
decrees,  when  be  wss  given  to  nnderstand  that 
the  revocation  would  lead  to  no  reenlt  on  oor 
part,  inssmnch  as  he  did  not  release  our  prop- 
erty! Isit  not  obvious,  from  this  circumstance 
alone,  that  the  letter  is  a  mere  proposition  in 
answer  to  the  one  made  by  our  Government, 
expreesive  of  the  views,  and  stating  the  terms 
on  which  the  Emperw  would  revoket 
Again,  sir,  we  have  the  letter  of  Mr.  Russell 
Secretary  Smith,  of  the  11th  of  December, 
1810,  informing  onr  Government  that  the  brig 
New  Orleans  Packet  ^od  been  seized  at  Bor- 
deaux a  few  days  befora  under  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  by  the  direotor  of  the  onstoms. 
And  we  have  had  oommnnioated  to  us,  by  the 
President^  the  note  from  Mr.  Runell  to  the 
Dnke  of  Oadore,  of  the  10th  of  December, 
stating  this  seizure  to  have  been  made  under 
the  decrees,  and  giving  an  additional  hut,  that 
the  case  of  ttiis  vessel  was  the  first  which  had 
occurred  after  the  first  of  November,  to  which 
the  decrees  oonld  be  applied.  As  this  seizure 
was  made  tmder  the  decreee,  it  ahows  the  im- 
pression in  France  to  be,  that  they  still  are  ex- 
isting and  in  fbrce;  and  the  evidence  is  the 
stronger,  aa  coming  from  the  cnstom-honse  of 
one  of  the  principal  tradingtowns,  where  surely 
the  revocation  mnsthave  been  officially  known, 
if  it  had  taken  place.  I  am  aware  it  is  said 
that  Mr.  Bnssell  moat  hare  been  mimnformed 
as  to  the  cause  of  the  seizure,'  or  that  the  ous- 
tom-honse  officer  mistook  his  duty.  But  aa  to 
both  of  theee  snggeetions,  I  will  only  remind 
von  of  the  silence  of  the  French  QovemmenL 
The  remonstranoe  of  Mr.  Roisell  was  handed  to 
the  French  Minister  on  the  lOth  of  December, 
and  the  vessel  which  bore  the  despatches, 
brought  Paris  accounts  to  the  S7th  of  Decem- 
ber, and  did  not  leave  France  until  the  1st  of 
January.  K  Mr.  Russell  had  any  explanation 
or  answer  from  the  French  Government  it 
would  have  been  communicated  to  us;  but  he 
had  none.  The  silence  of  the  French  Hlnlstar 
is  equal  to  an  expreaa  affirmanoe  of  the  aot  ut 
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Comneroial  IiUvreovrtt, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Efpis  all  the  order*  of  Hm 
it,j  were  laid  od  the  table,  and  the  Eoose  re~ 
•^Ted  itself  into  a  Committ«e  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bUl  Bnppleinentvj  to  the  act  ooncerning 
eommerdal  interoonrae,  &C. 

Hr.  EMorr'a  motion  being  under  oonctdera- 
tion,  to  amend  the  bill  w  M  to  repeal  the  law 
of  M&7  lart,  &e^  Vi.  Bmu  made  a  motion  aa- 
perseding  that,  Tts:  to  (trike  ont  the  whtde  of 
tJiebilL 

Ur.  Efpu  sai^  tliat  when,  on  a  fMiner  daj", 
thia  bill,  deaigned  ouIt  for  tbe  relief  of  our  own 
citiiens,  was  under  disaQBdoD,  nbjeota  not  at 
all  conDeat«d  with  ita  merit*  were  broaght  into 
view,  A  geotleman  from  New  Tort  (Mr. 
Emott)  presented  to  the  Bouse  on  that  oooa- 
^n  hia  view  of  our  foreign  relations,  and  ezer- 
daed  all  Ua  ingenaity  to  Aow,  as  it  ia  hot  too 
often  the  praotice  here,  that  the  Oovemment 
of  the  United  States  is  exolnaivet;  wrong,  and 
the  QoTemment  of  Great  Britain  exdnaivelj 
right.  It  seema  that  in  this  enlightened  age 
new  duties  are  assigned  to  a  ReftreaoitatiTo, 
Under  the  preasore  of  every  iqjniy  wUoh  fbr- 
eign  Influence  can  inflict,  a  Representative  ia 
owieidered  as  disoharging  bis  datf.  if,  with  a 
flne-spmi  web,  he  can  present,  nnder  a  snspi- 
oioae  aspect,  either  the  motives  or  the  acts  of 
the  Execntiva  branch  of  his  Qovemment.  No 
nation,  ancient  or  modem,  unless  in  the  last 
stage  of  corruption,  can  be  prodnced  whera,  ae 
in  the  United  States,  periods  of  difflonltj  have 
been  Kiied  hj  the  Bepreeentativee,  and  the 
weight  of  tbeir  talents  eicloMvel;  emploved 
for  laoreosiag  the  pablio  embamssroents.  The 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  how- 
ever well  he  may  have  covered  it  under  mild- 
n«aa  of  manner  and  a  fine^nn  argnment,  is 
designed  to  convey  to  the  people  an  idea,  that 
the  Executive  has  manifested  partialitj  towards 
France  in  the  late  arrangement.  The  gentle- 
man tells  ns,  that  while  the  Uinister  of  one 
foreign  nation  was  denounced  here  for  an  im- 
pUed  insolt,  the  letter  of  the  Duo  de  Cadore  to 
lb.  Annstiong  is  passed  over  almost  in  dlenoe ; 
that  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  a  letter  to  Gene- 
ral Amutrong,  tells  him  that  the  Preudent 
Hunks  it  nnnecevary  to  make  any  remaiks  on 
it.  The  gentleman  ought  to  have  gone  fbrther, 
wad  etat^  the  whole  fact:  that  the  letter  of 
General  Armstrong  in  answer  to  the  Dno  de 
Oadore  waa  approved  by  the  President;  that, 
by  tbe  mtroval,  he  Bd<n>ts  as  his  own  the  lan- 
guage and  semtimenta  of  that  letter.  The  lett«r 
of  Qeneral  Armstrong,  by  the  approval  of  the 
Prendent,  has  beoome  the  act  oi  his  Govern- 
ment For  the  sentiments  oontidned  in  that 
letter  the  American  Government  is  reeponslble, 
and  not  General  Armstrong.  The  Arm,  manly, 
and  eloquent  reply  of  General  Armstrong  to 
the  Doo  de  Oadore  stands  precisely  on  the  same 
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footing  as  if  it  had  been  originally  writtea  na- 
der  the  directions  of  the  Government.  G«iMr«l 
Armatrong  did  not  wait  for  instructions.  He 
repelled,  in  a  style  oomportmg  with  the  dignity 
of  hIa  station,  the  charges  of  ue  Due  de  Oaioon. 
The  President,  tbrongh  the  Secretary  of  Sttf& 
approves  his  letter,  adopts  it  as  his  own,  and 
says  he  has  nothing  to  add.  Well,  indeed,  nr, 
might  be  say  so,  beoanse  the  Minister  bad  al- 
ready said,  in  a  s^le  as  pleadng  to  bis  ooontay 
aa  to  hia  Government,  all  that  the  oocason  de- 
manded. But,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  cannot  agree  with  his  coUaagne  in  oon- 
mdering  the  Preddent  of  the  United  Statea  oor- 
reot  in  issuing  his  proclamation.  Why,  nr, 
doee  the  genUeman  disapprove  of  the  Pren- 
dent's  proclamation  t  Beunae,  sajs  the  gen- 
tleman, the  letter  of  the  Duo  de  Oadore,  of 
AugUB^  was  not  a  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and 
Uilan  decrees.  It  Is  a  mere  promise  that  oa  a 
cert«n  day  they  shall  be  withdrawn.  Wben, 
sir,  the  President  received  the  declaration  of 
Mr.  Enkine,  the  British  Minister,  that,  on  a 
particular  day,  the  Orders  in  Council  would  be  ■ 
withdrawn,  and  issued  a  proclamation  founded 
solely  on  that  declaration,  his  coodnct  waa 
warmly  approved  by  men  of  all  parties.  The 
gentleman  mrai  New  Tork  Joined  in  tite  borat  rf 
wplaose  h«U)ed  on  that  Ezacative  act.  Vaa 
the  letter  of  Ur.  Eraktnc  a  repeal  of  the  Britieb 
orders!  Unfortunately,  we  know  practicaUy  it 
was  not.  Was  it  such  a  repeal  as  the  gentleuMa 
contends  ooght  to  have  tak«i  place  of  the  Ber- 
lin and  Milan  decrees,  vie:  under  the  sign  mannal 
of  the  Emperorl  No,  rir,  it  waa  joat  such  a 
letter  as  that  of  the  Imo  de  Oadore.  In  both 
oases  the  word  of  the  Minister  was  taken  aa  a 
pledge,  and,  on  examining  the  two  letters,  so 
far  as  they  may  be  considered  a  pledge,  the 
words  are  nearly  the  same.  I  approved  of  the 
arrangement  with  Mr.  Erskine ;  so  did  the  gen- 
Ueman from  New  York.  I  cannot  sea  any  dif- 
ference in  the  ground  taken  by  the  Ezecntive^ 
except  that  one  arrangement  was  with  Great 
Britain,  and  the  other  with  France.  Tlie  ona 
affecwd  the  interests  of  Great  Britain;  the 
other  affects  the  inter«et8  of  France,  The  gen- 
tieman  from  New  York,  more  nice  in.  distmo- 
tioDH  than  myself  may,  perhaps,  satisfy  himself 
and  the  people  that  these  two  coses  are  marked 
by  lines  so  strong  as  to  render  the  conduct  of 
the  Exeontive  in  the  one  case  an  object  of  ap- 
planse  and  approbation  for  himsm  and  his 
friends,  and  in  the  other  gf  suspicion  and  oen- 
sura.      It   ia    not,   however,   my  intention  to 

fsrsne  the  genUeman  throneh  hia  ailment. 
here  is  one  part  of  it  whii^  I  condder  it  a 
duty  to  pass  in  review,  inasmuch  as  it  ia  calcu- 
lated to  ^ve  to  the  public  an  erroneoua  view 
of  the  groQuds  token  by  the  Executive  in  the 
recent  negotiation  with  Great  Britwn.  Iba 
genUeman  says,  the  President  has  not  only  re- 
quired of  Great  Britain  to  withdraw  her  orden^ 
but  her  blockades  also.  This,  he  sa^  she  cut- 
not  and  never  will  yield.  This  declaratj(»)  is 
made,  too,  in  the  presence  of  the  agent  of  Great 
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Britain,  who  most  fasTe  heard  with  delight  ihe 
Americaa  Execative  held  up  to  eoapicion,  and 
an  American  RepresentatiTe  declare,  on  the 
floor  of  Ocngresa,  that  demands  were  made  on 
Great  Brituu,  not  sanctioned  hy  the  law  of  the 
last  eeeBioD.  In  order,  sir,  to  sapport  this 
declaration,  the  gentleman  gives  a  view  of  the 
demands  of  the  Eiecntire  on  Great  Britain 
totnllj  incorrect  end  contradicted  by  every  part 
of  the  correspondeDce  before  ng.  The  gentle- 
man tells  yon,  that  we  have  demanded  of 
Great  Britain  not  a  withdrawal  of  the  Ordera 
in  Oonnoil  only,  as  contemplated  by  the  law  of 
last  lessioii,  bnt  of  her  "novel  bloekadea."  To 
establish  the  demands  of  the  Eiecntive,  he 
tarns,  not  to  the  correspondence,  hnt  to  the 
Beriin  or  Milnn  decrees,  and  takes  for  onr  de- 
mand on  Great  Britain  the  definition  of  block- 
ade given  by  the  French  Emperor.  The  gen- 
tleman is  entirely  mistaken  as  to  the  demand 
made  of  Great  Britain  by  tbe  Ezeontdve.  The 
revocstinn  of  but  one  blookade,  viz:  that  of 
Kay,  1800,  is  indaded  in  the  demand  of  the 
EiecQtive.  Tbe  featores  of  this  blockade  ren- 
der it  different  from  all  other  blockades.  It  is, 
in  taetf  from  its  character,  more  like  tbe  Order 
in  Gooncil,  a  permanent  regulation  in  eommeroe, 
than  a  blockade.  I  will,  however,  first  show 
from  tbe  coTTespondence,  that  the  President 
did  not,  under  the  ad,  or  the  last  seBsion,  re- 
qiUr«  the  revocation  by  Great  Britain  of  any 
blockade  except  that  of  May,  1806;  and  then, 
that  from  the  pecnliar  features  of  tliat  blockade, 
it  mnst  have  been  included  in  the  demand 
made  nsder  the  act  of  tbe  last  session.  In  the 
.  Uenoge  of  the  Prerident,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  seaaion,  pages  4lh  and  Cth,  we  find 
the  demand  stated  in  the  following  terms: 

"  Coder  die  modMcation  of  tha  oiiginal  orden  of 
lIoTOiib«T,  1807,  into  the  orden  of  A^  IB09,  there 
is,  indeed,  icaTeely  n  nominal  dlatinotion  betveen  tbe 
ndeiB  and  the  bloekedei.  One  of  then  ihegitimsta 
Uoekades,  bearing  data  In  Hay,  1808,  having  been 
•zpieadj  arawed  to  be  itiD  imieninded,  and  to  be, 
in  dStet,  earapeheiided  in  ibn  Orden  in  Cooneil,  m* 
too  dialiiictl;  brooght  within  the  porview  of  the  act 
oT  CoQgresi.  not  to  be  oomprebended  in  the  e^lana- 
tum  of  the  requuitej  to  a  eomplisnoe  with  It.  The 
Briliab  GroTemmant  WH  acoordui^y  Ifipriied  bj  oor 
Hiuiitar  near  it,  that  each  vai  the  ll^t  in  wbxix  the 
nbiect  wa*  to  be  legerded." 

This  is  the  langnage  of  the  President.  In 
pages  88  and  S9  of  the  oorreapondenoe,  we  find 
the  declaration  of  Mr.  Smith,  oar  Secretarf  of 
Btate,  to  General  Armstrong,  in  the  following 

"  If  Ihe  non4ntercoDne  law.  In  any  of  Iti  modificB- 
lions,  wuolijeetkinable  to  the  Emperoi  of  (he  Fnnch, 
that  law  no  iDnger  eiieti. 

"  If  he  be  teeoy,  u  hei  been  declared  in  the  letter 
of  the  Duke  of  Cadote,  of  Febmair  li,  to  do  jutice 
to  the  United  Statei,  in  the  cue  ofa  pledge  on  their 
part  not  to  mtiinit  to  the  British  edic^  the  opportu- 
nity for  making  gjoi  tha  decUration  ii  now  eflbidBd. 
^"T*"*-'  of  nbmiuion,  the  Freudent  is  leady,  by  re- 
newing the  non-inteicoone  agatuM  Great  Britain,  to 
vppoee  to  her  OrAn  in  CooncQ  a  maerare  whioh  la 


of  ■  character  that  ought  to  aatirfy  any  leaHnable 
■ipeotatkHi.  If  it  aheuld  be  neceeiaiy  for  yon  to 
meet  the  qneetion,  wbetfaer  tha  non-intentonrie  will  be 
renewed  egainit  Great  Britain,  in  cue  she  ihonld  not 
oampiebead,  {n  the  repeal  of  ber  edict*,  herbleckedei 
wliich  lie  not  conilitent  with  the  law  of  natione,  jon 
may,  tboold  it  be  found  neceuaiy,  let  it  be  nnder- 
etood,  that  a  repeal  of  the  Illegal  blockadea  of  a  data 
prior  to  the  Berlin  decree,  namely,  that  <^  May,  1 800, 
will  be  loclnded  in  the  condition  required  of  Great 
BriC^  ;  that  patticalar  blockade  having  been  avowed 
to  be  comprehended  in,  and,  of  couiee,  ideatiGed  with 
the  Ordere  in  ConnciL  With  reapect  to  blookadee-,  of 
a.  nibaeqnent  date  or  not,  againit  France,  yon  will 
praai  tha  leaeonableneu  of  leading  tbem,  togedier 
with  i^tnre  blookadea  not  warranted  by  pnblio  law,  to 
be  prooeoled  againrt  by  tbe  United  States  in  the 
mensei  they  may  cbooee  to  adopt" 

In  pages  46  and  46,  we  have  Ihe  declaration 
of  General  Armstrong  and  tbe  Hoke  de  Oadore. 
Hr.  E.  then  read  the  following : 

From  Gtmtral  Armitn/ng  b)  Ifr.  PiitJnief, 

Pabu,  Jonuny  SB,  1810, 
Sib  :  A  letter  fhim  Mr,  Secretary  Smith,  of  the 


oonditicni  on  which  bla  M^Bty  tbe  Emperor  would 
annul  hie  decree,  commonly  called  the  Berlin  decree; 
and  whether,  if  Great  Brinuc  revoked  her  blockade*, 
of  a  date  anterior  to  that  decree,  his  Majeity  would 
conaent  to  t^oke  the  sud  decree  ?  To  theae  qneetione 
I  have  thia  day  received  tbe  following  answer,  vhich  I 
beaten  to  convey  to  yon  by  a  ipeclu  measen^er  ; 

AnawEB. — "  The  ouly  conditiona'  reqnired  for  tbe 
revocation,  by  hia  ISajatty  the  Emperor,  of  tbe  decree 
of  Berlin,  will  be  a  prarioiu  revocation,  by  the  Brit- 
iah  Qoremment,  of  Iker  biockadee  of  France,  or  a  part 
of  France,  (anch  aa  that  fkim  the  Elbe  to  Breat,  ftc,,) 
ot  a  date  anterior  to  that  of  the  afomeaid  decree." 

In  pas' 
Wellesl^ 

>■  I  have  the  honor  to  ai^newledga  the  receipt  ut 
yonr  Dole  <^  ^  fifteenth  nkimo,  wbereic  yon  reqneel 
to  be  tnfonned  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  biock- 
edea  ef  France,  inititnted  by  Great  Britain  during  the 
ptewat  war,  before  die  Bnt  day  of  Jannaiy,  1807, 
an  nidantood  by  hia  Hajeslrr'a  gevemment  to  be  In 
focoe  t  I  have  new  the  honor  to  acquaint  yon,  that 
the  eeast,  riven,  and  port*,  fhim  the  river  Elbe  to 
Breat,  both  includve,  were  aotiSed  to  be  under  tile 
reitrictlDU*  of  blockade,  with  certain  modiRcadODB,  on 
the  16tb  of  May,  1806;  and  that  tbeia  reatrictiDna 
were  afterwaidi  eompiehended  in  the  Ordet'  i^  Coon- 
dl  of  the  7th  of  January,  1807,  which  order  la  atiU  hi 

In  page  Tl  of  the  correspondence.  Lord  Wei* 
lesley  declares,  in  a  letter  to  Mr,  Pinkney : 

"  Tha  blockade,  notified  bv  Great  Britain  in  May, 
1806,  baa  never  been  ionnally  witbdrawe.  It  can- 
not, therefore,  be  accorately  itated,  that  Oie  reatiic- 
tlona  which  it  eitebliihed  rest  altogether  on  (he  Order 
of  Council  of  the  Tth  of  January,  1607  ;  they  are 
comprehended  under  die  more  exteuaive  reatriotiana 
of  that  order.  No  other  blockade  of  the  porta  ef 
FranOB  wa*  initltuted  by  Great  Britain,  between  the 
16th  c^  Hay,  1606.  and  the  7th  of  January,  1807, 
ezceptinK  the  blockade  of  Venice,  instituted  on  the 
27tta  cd  Joly,  1806,  which  la  itill  in  roice." 
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From  this,  sir,  it  ^peus  that  if  w«  Are  to 
tt^dit  the  Prceideiit,  the  Seeretaxj  of  Btato, 
Qeneral  AimitroDg,  the  Due  At*  OaAon,  and  th« 
British  HiDister,  Lord  Wellee]e;r,  the  denuod 
wag  confined  to  Uie  blockade  of  1 B06.  Woa  this 
bloclude  such  a  violation  of  the  neatral  rights 
of  the  United  States  as  to  come  decidedlf  wittiin 
the  act  of  the  last  acesion  t  Let  na  ezamiae  its 
featnrM.  This  blockade  is  a  compcond  one, 
presentine  three  distinct  characters : 

1.  It  obstructs  a  trade  from  one  port  to  an- 
other of  the  Mme  enemy— Fnmoe  for  example. 
This  trade  has  been  denied  latterl;'  thoogh  not 
formerly,  hj  Great  Britain,  to  be  free  to  Dentni& 
The  United  Btates  anerii  the  neatral  ri^t  to  iL 

9.  It  olMtrnotai  a  trade  from  the  pott  of  one 
enemy  to  the  port  of  anoUter — trora  a  Frendi  to 
a  Dutch  port,  for  example.  This  is  a  prineiple 
not  before  asserted  by  Great  Britun.  The  pre»- 
ent  Cabinet  of  Great  Britun  contended  against 
its  oonformity  to  the  lav  of  nations,  in  oppod- 
tion  to  their  predeeessora,  who  attempt^  to 
justify  the  orders  of  Jannary,  160T,  on  that 
principle. 

8.  It  obetmcts  the  direct  trade  of  nentrals 
frYim  their  own  country  to  any  part  of  the  coast 
from  the  Elbe  to  Brwt — a  coast  not  less  than  a 
tbooaand  milee.  For  this  part  of  the  blockade 
there  can  ht  no  defence  which  is  not  applicable 
to  the  Orders  in  GoanciL  This  blockade  has 
been  continued  for  fonr  or  five  years.  Ko  foroe, 
dther  adequate  or  inadeqnate,  has  been  stationed 
for  carrying  it  into  eSact.  No  new  notification 
has  been  given.  It  is,  in  fact,  like  the  Ordere 
in  Oonncil,  a  permanent  re^alationof  oommeroe, 
and  has  nothing  of  the  characto'  of  a  blockade, 
except  the  mere  name.  This  blockade  connfits 
In  great  part  of  the  same  prohibition  with  the 
oraen  m  January,  1807,  in  which  it  is  eeii  to 
be  comprehended ;  that  is,  against  a  trride  along 
the  belligerent  coast.  It  the  orders  be  nnlaw- 
fol,  tberdbre,  the  blockade  must  be  so ;  and  if 
the  orders  be  repealed  as  a  violation  of  uentral 
trade,  in  oomplianoe  with  the  aot  of  Oongrees, 
the  obligation  to  repeal  the  blockade,  as  a  like 
violation,  cannot  be  contested.  This  blockade 
of  May,  1800,  is  in  violation  of  the  principles 
Isid  down  by  all  authors  on  the  subject  of  block- 
ade. It  is  in  violation  of  the  principles  laid 
down  in  all  the  treaties  which  attempted  to  de- 
fine a  blockade.  It  is  in  violation  of  the  prin- 
ciples Gvntended  for  by  every  Administration  nn- 
der  the  American  Government,  from  the  period 
of  Waskibotok  to  the  present  time.  The  cor- 
reepondenoe  under  General  Washirdion's  Ad- 
ministration, between  the  Secretary  of  Htat«  and 
Mr.  Hammond,  may  be  referred  to  for  the  prin- 
dples  asserted  nnder  that  Administration.  In 
theo.  -         -    -  ,        ..        . 

dplee  as 
Mr.  Ki[«.    To  these  I 

Mi.  £.  then  read  the  following  extraota  of 
Ifittws  from  Hr.  King  end  U^.  Uanholl  i 
I>vm  Mr.  Smg. 

"  Seven  or  ^ht  of  our  vesMli,  Itden  with  valuble 
oaigoa^  bavs  been  lately  optgied,  and  an  rtiU  de- 


Uiaed  for  a^jo^ioatian ;  the«  tcu«1i  mm  mtt  a 
their  Tojsgu  ti>  and  frcm  the  Dotcdi  port^  itdani 
to  be  bloekaded.  Several  note*  haTa  fMwd  betncD 
Lord  OrenviBe  and  me  iqioD  thii  ratject,  widi  tin 
view,  en  ny  par^  of  eBtablinhing  a  mon  liraiBtJ  ud 
nasonable  inteipretation  of  the  law  of  blockade,  tlm 
ii  attempted  to  be  enfbrced  by  the  Englidi  Gonn- 
meat.  Nsarly  one  himdnd  Daaiih,  Boaiui,  tnd 
other  Dcntnl  ahipa  hsTO,  within  s  faw  moiitlii,  him, 
in  like  manDer,  intercepted,  going  to  Had  retimiM 
frgm  the  United  Prorinca.  Many  of  them,  u  vd 
as  nnue  of  aan,  smred  in  tim  Teiel  in  tbe  coom  tf 
the  laat  winter;  the  UTCiity  of  iriikfa  obliged  tl> 
£it^di  fleet  to  retnm  to  tbair  parts,  lesrii*  ■  hv 
fri^tes  only  to  make  dust  onisee  off  the  Tanl,  m 
^  season  wmld  allow. 

■■HyalBectbnbeaitoiBOTeau^  b  thiiotadin 
ofthainvHlii^  fleet,  there  era  be  no  effec^Te  bkn^ 
ade,  which,  in  my  cjiinion,  cannot  be  aid  Id  aii* 
withmt  a  competent  roroe,  itatiened  end  pfseent  it 
w  near  the  entrance  of  the  blockaded  port.' 

dbMd 

LOHDCOF,  l/m/  tS,  ITM. 
"  It  nemi  narcfily  nsceeeaiy  to  obeerre,  Ael  IIk 
preeeooe  of  a  eompelent  fbroe  le  namiiUI  liiiniiiiMtnti 
a  blockade ;  and  alAoi^  it  is  onia]  Car  the  Mlige- 
rent  to  girs  notlee  to  iMtial  nations  wbeo  be  iitili- 
tnteea  blockade,  it  is  not  CHtomaiy  to  gin  any  ai- 
tioe  of  it»  dimceatinnsnce ;  and 
preeenee  of  tiw  Uoeksdii^  force  is  tte  a 
rion  b;  whkh  the  nenlral  it  enabled  to  aaoeitaii  tM 
eiiitenoe  of  the  blockade,  ui  like  msuner  11*1^ 
BCtosl  inTeetmant  at  a  beiieged  place  iethe  oelytn- 
dence  by  which  we  decide  irhether  Ait  nege  ii  tat- 
tinned  oriaiaed.  A  aJese  may  ba  ccmmeaced,  nui^ 
recommenced  and  ndsM  ag  ' 


1  agein,  bot  ii 

■Iwaye  depend 
of  the  pieeaaee  of  an  loveatinR  army, 
tstion  of  the  law  of  blockade  IS  (^  Mcnlisi  impotue* 
St  diatanne  fins  (ad 
oooadenUe  lengA  <f 


I  nations  eitaated  a 


'MMt  ^  a  Itlttr /rem  Hr.  MarOi^  8Kr4tn  ^ 
BtaU,  to  Mr.  Kimg,  datod 

Til  nMWi  90,18001 
"The  ri^t  ftccofiaoBte  vesaals  boondlo  sbluA- 
ded  vort,  has  been  mmosonably  extended  to  caM 


"On  &UI  prinnple,   i 
irtieAcr  tUi  mle  can  be  applied  tc 
ptetely  inveited  by  land  as  well  aa  oyeea.    uwo^ 
amine  the  learcniog  on  which  itiilbiiaded,  lhei¥^ 


blockaded  town,  it  will  be  difflcnlt  to  reiiM  thi  iM- 
viction  that  ita  vMenaiaii  to  towns,  inretted  bj  HS 
only,  is  sa  onjnatifiable  ancioaflmieat  on  tlie  li^t  m 
nenOala.  Bat  it  ie  not  of  thia  dopartnra  fpom  pri^ 
pie — a  depertare  which  bee  received  eWie  vam 
ftum  prertice— that  we  mean  to  complain.  B  ^ 
that  porta,  not  allbatnall^  blockaded  by  a  ferae  c«» 
hie  cf  oomplotaly  Invertmg  them,  hsTS  jet  b««B  «■ 
claied  in  a  Kate  of  blockade,  and  veenla  Utu^at 
to  (Dter  therrin  have  been  SNaed,  and,  on  Ihit  s°- 


I  have  shown,  frwn  the  oOTreepoudence,  that 
the  blockade  at  May,  1806,  was  tlie  Mily  om 
included  in  the  demand  of  the  EiecntiTe.    l 
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hare  shown  that  it  is  not  oaty  a  Tiolation  of  oar 
nentral  rights,  bnt  of  the  prinoiples  contended 
fi>r  bj  moi  of  all  politicB]  parties  iuid«r  eTei? 
_j_.-   .  .  ...  jj^j  yjj^  conntir;  and  I 


.  inder  the  Jaw 
et  the  laat  aeanan,  this  blockade  ought  not  to 
haTe  b«eii  included  in  the  demand  of  uie  Eieon- 
tire  on  Great  Britain ;  thatheBhonlddeoIarein 
ttM  hearing  of  the  British  agent  that  demands 
bad  been  made  b;  tiie  Eteontive  of  the  United 
States  which  it  wonid  be  extreme)^ 
for  DB  if  Oreat  Britain  wonld  allow,  bnt  .which 
■he  iMTer  could  jidd.  The  gentleman  from 
Haw  Tork  hai  enta«d  into  an  argnment  to  show 
that  Om  Beriio  and  Milan  deoreea  are  not  t»- 
pwled.  We  have  loat  heard  of  the  arrival  of  a 
French  HijOiater ;  he  has  leit  France  at  a  time 
to  brine  na  certain  information  on  tliis  qTie»- 
Hoa,  r  have  no  wiah  to  ent«r  on  this  iatercet^ 
tog  question,  with  a  bandage  round  mj  eyes. 
Whetbw  Frwce  hBS  complied  with  her  engage- 
meota ;  whether  France  has  fiuled  in  her  en-, 
gagements,  cannot  he  a  subject  of  ingenions 
peculation  many  days  longer.  Whatever  may 
M  the  informatiDii  receive^  I  shall  endeavor  to 
Jtdbere  to  what  I  deem  the  real  interests  of  my 
«onutry,  and,  so  &r  as  I  am  able,  to  maintun 
its  rights  against  the  unprincipled  aggreadoBs  oi 
•rary  foreign  nation. 

1  will  now  make  a  few  observatloiiB  on  the 
bill  before  the  Honae.  It  contains  bat  a  single 
eecticm,  and  exempts  from  forfeiture  goods 
owned  wholly  by  citizens  of  tlie  United  States, 
wbkh  shall  have  departed  from  a  British  port 
prior  to  the  second  day  of  February,  1811. 
When  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  snlgeot  of  modifications  of  the  non- 
interoonise  system  was  referred  to  the  Oommit- 
tea  on  Foreign  Belationa.  it  appeared  to  be  the 
unanimous  sentiment  of  the  oommittee,  that 
goods  which  had  left  a  Britiah  port,  t>efore  the 
Freaideiit's  proclamation  reached  the  port,  ooght 
to  be  exempt  from  the  penalty  of  the  noD-inter- 
eooTM  law,  olthongh  the?  might  not  arrive  nntil 
tttw  the  id  day  of  Febrnary.  It  was  oonnd- 
ered  not  inconsJatent  with  an  honest  compliance 
with  our  engagements  with  Franca,  and  seemed 
to  b«  required  oy  that  ^eral  prind^e  of  poH- 
Of  which  is  adhered  to  in  all  free  coontt^  of 
allowing  sufficient  nodoe  to  its  citiaena  of  the 
eommencement  of  penslldee  and  forfeitures. 
TIm  bill  for  enforcing  the  non-intercoorse  sys- 
tem was  reported  with  that  limited  provision. 
After  the  hill  was  printed  various  statements 

.  Iheoomm' 
diow  that  theorders  <^  oor : 
oat  in  September  and  October ;  that,  from  the 
change  in  the  actual  state  of  oommerdal  capital 
in  thb  eooDtrr,  goods  were  at  ;«eaent  pnrolused 
with  cash,  and  not  only  became  Aa  propw^  of 
ow  oitisana  under  the  OTders  of  mer^tants  sent 
before  the  Preddent's  proclamalica  issned,  hot 
were  at  tbe  risk  of  the  purohaaera;  that  these 
goods  were  aetnally  pdd  for  b^rc  the  Pred- 
oent's  proclamation  issued;  that  they  oonld not 


be  brought  in  before  the  second  day  of  Febrna- 
ry. The  oommittee  having  previooaly  decided 
that  time  ought  to  be  allowed  for  the  I^vsident's 
proolamation  to  reach  a  British  port,  and  taking 
mto  view  the  great  iig'nry  our  own  citizens  woola 
sastaiu  from  a  rigoroos  constraotion  of  the  law, 
determined  to  extend  the  time  to  the  ultimate 
period  at  which  a  citizen  conid  put  liia  property 
on  board  without  infringing  tbe  laws  (^  his 
oonntiy.  It  is  not  supposed  that  the  conatmo- 
tion  pat  upon  the  law  ia  strictly  within  its  letter 
—it  18,  however,  perfectly  within  its  object  It 
was  dewgned  to  operate  on  the  nation  refnsing 
to  modi$  or  withdraw  ita  edicts.  To  give  it  a 
oonatruction  which  would  either  ooDfiacata 
pro[>wty  bona  Jidt  American,  or  lock  it  np  in 
Britiah  ports,  would  be  to  destroy  onr  own  re- 
Booroes,  and  produce  no  effect  on  Great  Eritain. 
Under  the  aizth  section  of  the  law,  it  is  not 
made  anlawAil  to  put  on  board  British  mana- 
&ctaree  with  the  intent  to  import  Cbem,  until 
the  expiration  of  the  three  months  after  the 
proclamation:  ita  being  nolawfol  after  that  pe- 
riod depended  on  Great  Brit^'s  following  the 
example  of  France  and  revoking  her  edicts;  ao- 
conling,  therefore,  as  the  citizen  was  more  or 
lees  sanguine,  his  interest  might  be  more  or  lees 
involved  by  supposing  that  Great  Britain  would 
withdraw.  Orders  sent  previous  to  the  issuing 
of  the  Prefddent's  proclamation  violated  no  ex- 
isting law.  Those  sent  afterwards  cannot  be 
considered  as  given  in  violation  of  taw,  inas- 
mnch  as  the  commencement  of  the  law  dep«idad 
on  a  contingency,  viz :  the  modification  or 
withdrawal  of  the  Britiah  ordeia.  There  ia 
another  drcnmstaDae  which  operated  on  the 
oommittee ;  The  law  of  the  last  saauon  ivas  not 
considered  by  the  committee  aa  a  plain  rale  of 
action  which  every  citizen  could  dearly  com- 
prehend, and  BO  arrangehisaffairsaa  to  avoid  ita 
penalties.  The  fonrth  section  of  the  act  of  last 
session  revives  certain  sections  of  another  act, 
on  the  happening  of  a  cart^  event,  three 
mtfflths  after  that  event  shall  have  been  pro- 
claimed by  tbe  President.  This  reviving  sao- 
tion  does  not  declue  that  on  and  alter  threa 
months  from  the  date  of  the  Presideat's  procla- 
mation there  shall  be  non-interoouree,  bnt  that 
Earticolar  geotiona  of  a  former  non-interconrse 
LW  shall  be  revived.  Each  of  the  revived  sea- 
I  contain  the  words  *'  20th  of  Hay  next," 
and  it  has  been  made  a  question  whether  these 
words  are  revived  aa  part  of  the  sectioas.  It  la 
not  supposed  by  me  that  such  is  a  proper  con- 
struction of  the  law.  It  is  only  stated  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  that  the  law  was  not  in  that 
dear,  decided  form  in  which  penal  statutM 
ought  to  be  enacted.  In  the  constraotion  ^ven 
to  the  law,  more  regard  was  paid  to  its  oQeota 
and  prindides  than  to  its  strict  letter.  And  i^ 
for  (he  purpose  of  affording  relief  in  cases  pecu- 
liarly hard  and  operating  on  oar  own  citizena 
exclusively,  we  have  placed  on  the  law  a  con- 
struotion  not  wairantM  by  its  letter,  I  hope  we 
ahsll  be  Justifled  by  the  purity  of  the  motivea 
under  which  we  have  acted. 
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Hr.  EvoTT  expluDed. 

Mr.  Stttsqcs  s^d  he  wm  happv  that  he  felt 
hinwelf  bo  eitnat«d  that  he  oodd  svoid  that 
course  of  discQsaion  npon  the  preeent  oOcadon, 
eo  mnch  reprobated  hj  the  honorable  ^ntle- 
man  (Mr,  Eppis)  from  Virginia.  He  said  he 
should  not  andertake  to  enter  into  a  diictuaion 
of  OUT  foreign  relations,  nor  aa;  mach  npon  oot' 
teatrictire  a^stem ;  that  his  Mend  from  New- 
York  (Ur.  Euott)  had  already  done  that  hillj 
•od  ably. 

He  said  be  waa  at  present  inclined  to  support 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, (Hr.  RuBA,  of  Tennesaee,)  and  if  the 
-words  ebonld  be  stricken  out  as  propoeed  by 
that  gentleman,  (aa  one  mod  turn  deserved 
aoother,)  he  hoped  he  wonld  be  diapoeed  to  sop- 
port  a  proportion,  which  he  (Mr.  8.)  would  then 
anbmit  to  the  committee.  If  the  committee 
ahonld  agree  to  strike  ont,  Hr.  B.  would  then 
propose  to  insert  in  lien  thereof,  after  the  words 
"  be  it  enacted  "  the  following  worda,  (which 
he  read  to  tlie  oommittee,) -rii;  "That  an  act 
entitled  an  act  concerDln^  the  oommerclal  inter- 
conrse  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Bril«in  and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  and 
for  other  pniposea,  passed  Hay  1, 1610,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  repealed." 

Ur.  S.  said  he  was  inclined  to  favor  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  on  an- 
other ground.  He  was  not  willing  to  imply  by 
any  vote  of  hia  a  recognition  of  the  efficacy  of 
the  noa-iuterconrse  law,  so  called,- which  oonld 
not,  in  his  opinion,  npon  any  principle,  have  any 

rativQ  force,  until  the  20th  of  Hay  next 
Battered  himself,  if  gentlemen  wonld  be  so 
good  as  to  attend  to  hiio,  that  he  should  be  able 
to  demonstrate  to  their  satisfaction  the  truth  of 
this  position;  and  that  the  chdrman  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  exercising  his 
Qsnat  candor,  wonld  himself  be  saliafied.  The 
law,  passed  March  1,  1609,  contained  a  number 
of  sections  which  wMit  tojrevent  importations 
from  Great  Briton  and  France,  and  tlkcir  de- 

Sudenciea  This  law  (cont^ing  a  clause  limit- 
j  its  duradonj  was  to  expire  at  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress.  The  then  next  session 
ofCongressendedthelastof JnDa,1800.  Thelaw 
of  Harch,  1809,  therefore,  then  expired.  The 
law  of  May  1st,  ISIO.  enacted  that  certain  seo- 
tiona  of  that  of  Harch,  1609,  shonld  be  revired 
upon  certain  oiintingenoies.  Those  sections,  tbna 
rerived,  are  the  8d,  4th,  6th,  Sth,  Tth,  eth,  9th, 
loth,  and  18tb.  Hr.  B.  then  recnrred  to  those 
sections,  and  read  the  third,  which  is  as  fol- 

[The  notioD  wu  here  read.] 
Hr,  S.  a^  it  was  nnneoessary  to  read  the 
other  sections  to  which  he  had  retired,  as  the 
phraseology,  as  to  the  time  when  they  were  to 
take  effect,  was  the  same  as  in  the  section  w^ich 
he  had  read.    He  faid  it  wonld  not  answer  the 

Enrpose  of  gentlemen  who  held  a  difi^rent  opin- 
in  fi^m  him,  to  srgne  in  such  a  cose  as  the 
present,  fro^  the  intention  of  the  Le^iali^nre. 


He  said  it  was  a  principle,  in  oonstrniog  pcod 
■totntes,  to  constrae  them  strictly.  But  ba  Mid 
it  was  not  necessary  for  him,  in  snppoft  </  ids 
ptirition,  to  resort  to  this  mle  of  ooutroetloB, 
The  words  of  these  sections  are  explicit,  and  tte 
meaning  pl^'L  They  are  revived  in  the  law  of 
May,  1810.  They  mnst  be  considered  as  rerired 
todidem  v«rbit — as  the  whole  of  the  n 


are  revived  generally,  it  is  not  competent  to  aj  i 
that  one  part  of  the  section  is  revived,  and  not 
the  other  part.  If  they  had  been  transaibed 
verbatim,  and  incorporated  in  the  law  of  Kiy, 
1610,  there  conld  have  been  no  qoeetion ;  sod 
there  con  be  no  difference  as  to  this  peint  be- 
tween that  case,  and  reviving  them  wtl^Mt 
excepting  any  part.  Mr.  8.  therefore  oondndcd 
that  as  tna  expreeaions  in  the  sections  refcmd 
to  ^ere,  that  thev  were  to  take  efect  the  VA 
of  Hay  next ;  ana  the  law  reviving  them  paaacd 
the  1st  of  Hay,  1610;  that  they  cannot  bm 
aay  efficacy  until  the  SOth  of  Hay,  ISll.  Asd 
he  said  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  Ob. 
Eppis,)  in  attending  to  this  pointy  had  implied 
his  donbts  npon  it  by  saying,  that  as  thsn 
might  be  donbts  among  lawyers,  though  amaag 
nnleamed  men  there  could  be  none,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations,  in  reportiog  the 
bill  now  nnder  consideration,  were  dkpcsed  to 
give  a  liberal  oonstmction  to  the  meaning  rf 
the  Legislatore.  But,  eaid  Hr.  8.,  this  etioM 
help  the  matter.  No. new  law,  in  the  natnreof 
an  explanaton  law,  con  give  efficacy  to  tlM 
former  one,  if  that  law  wonld  otherwise  hsn 
no  force.  If,  then,  he  was  correct  in  bis  idcss 
upon  the  snbject,  and  he  thonglit  every  Uwyff 
in  the  Honse  miut  be  of  hia  opinion,  Mr.  S.  uk- 
ed,  what  is  the  consequence  t  He  sud  thiti 
from  the  Sd  of  Febmary,  any  seiiures  vhicli 
have  been  or  shall  be  made  by  year  custom- 
house officers,  cannot  be  considered  sb  IcfiL 
Your  Federal  courts  cannot  condemn  pioptiij 
so  seized ;  and  in  case  they  are  mode,  yoarStite 
coorts  will  snstun  ootiong  of  trover  and  tres- 
pass in  fiivor  of  the  ownera  thereof  agsinstwcb 
ofBcen. 

Hr.  WKiaHT.— .Mr.  Chiumtan ;  The  gentlaaia 
from  New  York  (Hr.  Eiiorr)  tabbed  jntodsy 
for  tLree  hoors  on  his  proposed  amendment  H 
the  bill  nnder  oonrideration,  and  exercised  all  liii 
ingenmty  to  sednoe  ns  Into  a  violatiou  of  ths 
hith  of  the  nation,  pledged  in  the  act  eatitltd 
"  An  act  oonoeming  the  oommercisjintenwnw 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain and  France  and  their  dependencies,  and  fir 
other  porpoeea."  By  this  act  the  nation  pltdgrf 
iieelf  to  Great  Britain  and  to  France,  "  th«  if 
either  of  them  shonld  so  revoke  or  «Wi/V  tbiit 
edicts  that  they  should  cease  to  violate  the  Dn* 
tral  commerce  of  the  United  Stales,  tbtt  tta 
Preddent  *houldy  by  proclamation,  declare  tto 
some ;  and  that,  three  months  aAer  the  date  a 
said  proclamation,  no  goods,  wares,  or  merchio- 
diae,  the  growth,  prodaoe,  or  manufactsn  a 
the  other  nation,  her  colonjee  or  depeodsnem 
ihould  be  imported  into  the  United  BtoBo.' 
The  Government,  strictly  preeervinghwneaml 
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ohai'ScMr,  at  the  aame  moment  preeeaUd  to 
both  nations  the  same  propoBitioa,  aod  bj  the 
■olemDit;  of  that  act,  in  the  face  of  the  world, 
pledged  the  fuith  of  the  nation  to  the  faithftU 
performance  of  the  condition  above  stated,  on 
their  part  to  be  perfonned,  in  the  event  of 
dther  Great  Britain  or  France  so  revoking  or 
modifying  tbeii  edicts  that  they  sbunld  cease 
to  TioUte  the  neotral  conuueroe  of  the  United 
States. 

Fruice,  on  Uia  Bth  of  Angnst,  1610,  did  so  t9- 
Toke  her  edicts  that  tbej  ibonld  cease  to  violate 
the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United  Btatca,  af- 
ter the  second  daj  of  NovemlMr ;  and,  although 
the  fact  has  been  established  by  the  letter  of 
the  Dnke  of  Cadore,  of  the  Gth  of  Angost,  to 
General  Armstrong,  onr  Minister  at  Paria,  and 
bj  him  oommomcated  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States;  and,  althongh  the  Prwident 
did,  b;  his  proclamation,  bearing  date  the 
Moond  of  NoTomber,  in  obedience  to  the  said 
ftct  of  Congress,  declare  "  that  the  edicts  of 
fiance  violating  the  nentral  commerce  of  the 
United  States  bad  been  so  revoked  or  modified, 
that,  ttxtva  and  after  the  second  daj  of  Novem- 
ber, they  wonld  cease  to  violate  the  nentral 
commcoee  of  the  UDit«d  States;"  whereby,  af> 
ter  the  expiration  of  three  months  from  the 
date  of  said  prodamation,  b;  virtue  of  the  aot 
•fiw'ea^d,  "no  gooda,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
the  growth,  prodnce,  or  manofactnre  of  Great 
Britain,  her  oolonies  or  dependencies,  shonld 
be  imported  into  the  United  Btatea,  onlesa  she, 
before  the  expiration  of  that  time,  revoked  her 
ediota."  Yet,  sir,  this  gentleman,  to  the  bill 
(m  the  table  ountemplating  a  faithfal  exeontion 
at  the  non-intercoorse  law  against  Great  Britain, 
has  proposed  an  amendment  that  "  no  vessel  or 
merchandise  sh^  be  liable  to  seizure  or  for- 
ftitnre,  on  acconnt  of  any  infraction,  or  pre- 
tomed  infhiction,  of  the  proTiBioni  ccfthe  act 
to  which  tliia  aot  is  a  snpplement ;"  thereby 
sobstaotialty  to  repeal  the  non-intercooTBe  act. 
although  France  has  revoked  her  decrees,  and 
Britain  has  refosed  to  revoke  her  Orders  in 
Oonncil,  and  by  the  last  infbrmation  ftom  onr 
Ifinister  in  London,  every  spark  of  hone  of 
thrir  being  revoked  bad  been  extingnisheo. 

That  gentleman,  a  representative  of  the 
American  peopla  has  proposed  this  direct 
breach  of  poblio  futh,  and  as  a  pretext  to  the 
nnprincipled  act.  has  bad  the  temerity  to  de- 
tim  "that  the  President  had  no  aothority  to 
ianie  his  proclamation ;  that  the  assorances  of 
Franoe  to  oar  Government  were  deceptive; 
that  the  Berlin  and  JCilan  decrees  were  not  re- 
voked ;  and  that  the  non-interoonrse  act  is  not 
in  fbroe ;"  Ind  thus  has  arraigned  (he  President 
for  issning  his  proclamation. 

By  tbe  constitution,  the  Departments  of  the 
Government  are  distinctly  marked,  and  the 
Preadent  authorized,  as  the  legitimate  orsan, 
to  disohaige  every  ftmotion  of  the  Execntive. 
Bendea,  the  non-ioteroonrse  act  has  exprenly 
authorized  and  directed  him,  by  proclamation, 
to  declare  the  fiftot  of  the  revocation  or  modit- 


oation  of  the  edicts  which  the  belligerenls  wero 
by  that  act  invited  to  revoke. 

As  weU  might  that  gentleman  question  tho 
legitimacy  of  a  treaty  after  it  liad  been  ratified 
and  declared  by  proclamation,  or  an  act  of 
Gongrese  after  it  had  passed  the  osual  forms  and 
been  duly  published.  Bir,  thisact  of  the  Presi- 
dent, as  to  every  fact  stated,  implied  absolute 
verity,  and,  like  any  other  record,  can  be  tried 
only  by  itself. 

Had  the  genUeman  contented  himself  with  tbe 
discharge  of  his  legtslatiTe  duties,  and  indulged 
the  President  in  uie  exercise  of  his  Eiecutire 
functions,  we  should  have  l>een  relieved  from  a 
long  speech,  calculated  only  to  inculpate  the 
Prewdent  and  expose  the  gentleman's  devotion 
to  Great  Britain.  How,  Jask,  could  the  Pres- 
ident act  a  difierent  part,  from  tbe  eridence  in 
the  case)  The  Duke  of  Cadore,  the  French 
Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  at  Paris,  in  writ- 
ing, informed  General  Armstrong,  the  Ameii* 
can  Minister  at  £bat  Court,  on  the  fifth  of  Au- 
gust, "that  he  was  authorized  to  declare  to  bim, 
that  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  re- 
voked, and  that  after  the  first  of  November, 
they  will  cease  to  have  efiect;  it  being  under- 
stood that,  in  consequence  of  this  declaration, 
the  English  shall  revoke  their  Orders  in  Conn- 
cil,  and  Tenonnoe  the  new  prindples  of  block- 
ade which  they  have  wished  to  eetablisb,  or, 
that  the  United  States,  eotifonaaily  to  the  act 
you  have  Just  oommnnioated,  shall  canse  their 
rights  to  be  reepect«d  by  the  English."  Gen- 
eral Armstrong  immediately  communicated  it 
to  the  President,  who,  being  thus  in  poesesdon 
of  the  information,  was  not  only  authorized, 
but  bound  to  issue  this  proclamation. 

I  would  ask,  if  this  diplomatic  evidence,  the 
established  mode  of  commnnicstion  between  na- 
tions, is  not  to  be  received  aud  respected,  if 
national  oonfideuoe  is  not  destroyed,  and  an  end 
put  to  all  diplomatio  intercourse  I  Was  not 
the  President,  in  good  futh,  bound  to  believe 
the  fkct,  and,  believing  it,  booifd  to  act  as  h« 
did  I 

Sir,  if  Great  Britain  had  made  the  like  com- 
mnnication  through  Lord  Velleeley  to  Mr. 
Pinkney,  and  he  to  the  President,  who  had^ 
thereupon,  issued  his  proclamation,  wh^  wonld 
have  been  the  conduct  and  language  of  thia 
gentieman  and  those  who  think  wiUi  him  in 

KUtlcal  opinion!  They  would,  I  have  no  doubt, 
en  prepared  to  eali^ize  the  President,  and 
publicly  approve  tbe  act.  In  this  assertion  I 
am  not  left  to  conjecture,  bnt  will  prove  it  by 


recollect  that,  by  tbe  aot  of  the  first  of  March, 
eighteen  hundred  and  nine,  interdicting  the 
commerdal  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  Fraince,  and  their 
oolonies  and  dependencies,  afters  certain  pe- 
nod,  nnlMs  they  should  so  revoke  or  modify 
their  edicts  that  they  sbonld  cense  to  violate 
tbe  nentral  oommeroe  of  the  United  States,  the 
President  in  the  case  of  tdther  power,  so  ra> 
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Tokiuff  or  modif/lDg  their  edioti^  was  antbor- 
ized  bj  prodamatioa  to  deolan  the  isme, 
whereb;  tlie  laterdictions  irere,  as  to  tha 
power  80  reToking,  to  be  snspeaded,  and  Id 
force  oolj  againBt  the  other ;  and  1  hope  yan 
never  will  lorget  Uie  deep  game  that  was 
[dared  by  Great  Britain  on  that  "  ' 


treaty.  The  Prendent  thm  placed  ftiU  foitb  la 
the  ant  of  the  British  PlenipotMtiaTj,  and,  on 
the  iigning  of  that  trea^  which  revoked  the 
Orders  in  Conncil,  immediat«1j  israed  hl»  proc- 
lamation, and  tberebj  dissolved  the  commer- 
cial iqjancUon,  whereby  Great  Brittun  waa  sap- 
plied  with  the  neoesMTiea  of  her  eziateDoe. 
Then  tiie  Prttadent  acted  promptly,  aa  in  tlie 
case  of  Fruice ;  then  he  act«d  on  the  information 
of  the  Britiah  Hiniat^r  aa  he  did  in  the  case  of 
France  on  t^e  information  of  the  French  Minis' 
ter.  Then  the  treaty  revoUi^  the  Ordera  in 
Oonnoil  was  r^eotad  by  the  Briti^  Gtoremment ; 
bnt  now,  in  the  case  of  France,  the  revocation  of 
her  decrees  is  confirmed  and  carried  into  foil  ef- 
fect. But  the  proclamation  In  the  caaa  of  France 
is  denounced  \>j  the  gentleman  from  N^ew  York 
•as neither  formal,  aoMtantlal,  norbyanthority, 
althonghby  oomparingitwith  the  proclamation 
in  the  case  of  Great  Briton,  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand,  it  will  be  fonnd  formally  and  gnbatatitjally 
a  copy  of  it,  varied  only  aa  to  the  Government  to 
whose  proceedinga  it  rdatee.  When  I  aaeore  yoa 
tbat  the  Frewdent's  proclamation  in  the  oaae  of 
Great  BritMn  met  with  Gte  approbation  of  the 
eentJetaan  from  New  York  and  his  political 
ftienda,  yon  will  feel  surprised  at  their  partiality ; 
bnt,  when  yon  examine  the  reaolntion  of  the 
House  of  Repreeentatives  approbatJng  the  con- 
duct of  the  rrendeat  in  that  oaae,  yon  will  feel 
no  donbt  of  the  fiwt. 

Bir,  this  gentleman  haa  told  tu  that  the  non- 
Interoonrse  act  is  not  in  force,  and  that  the 
American  people  will  not  submit  to  its  exeon- 
tion,  notwithstanding  the  revocation  of  the 
French  decrees,  the  oontinnation  of  the  Britiah 
<>derB  in  Oonncil,  and  the  Preddent's  procla- 
mation. Whence  doea  Uiia  gentleman  derive 
the  power  of  declaring  an  act  of  Oongreaa  not 
in  force,  declared  by  the  Preridmt's  proclama- 
tion to  be  in  force  t  Orin  wfaataecacmofthe 
Union  does  the  gentleman  presnme  to  say  the 
American  people  will  not  snbmit  to  the  law  t 
That  tiiat  gentleman's  speech  was  intended  to 
sow  sedition  among  the  people,  and  to  encour- 
age insubordination  to  this  uw,  is  too  obvious. 

Sir,  the  decrees  of  France,  now  they  are  re- 
voked, seem  to  be  more  obnoxions  to  that  gen- 
tleman than  the  Britiah  Ordera  in  Conncil,  now 
in  full  force.  He  denounces  the  Emperor  for 
the  Rambonillet  decree,  iisned  the  twenty-third 
of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  ten ;  which 
subjected  the  ships  of  America  to  ooudemna- 
tjon  enteriiw  the  porta  of  France,  which  the 
Emperor  declares  was  an  act  of  retaliation  ;  be- 
oanse  Oongress  had  by  tiieir  act  of  March, 
dghteen  hundred  and  nine,  anlgjeoted  the  ves- 


sels of  France  to  oondemnation  entering  tbe 
porta  of  the  United  Statea,  yet  that  genti^nan, 
when  speaking  of  tbe  Britiui  blockading  order 
of  eighteen  hundred  and  six,  inued  withoat 
even  a  pretext  which  b^  proclamation  withoat 
investment  subieoted  onr  ships  to  oondemiw- 
tion  entoring  ^e  ports  of  Franoa,  aays,  "  with 
reapect  to  their  Orders  in  Ctnininl  I  have 
noUiing  to  say  as  to  their  Justice  or  tliMr 
policy.  He  is  prepared  to  ooi>demn  FTaaea 
for  her  act  of  retaliation,  bnt  he  is  not  prquied 
even  to  q>eak  of  Great  Britain's  new  paper 
blockading  system,  much  lev  to  dodare  it  un- 
iost  or  impditio ;  although  Sir  William  Scott, 
m  1  Robinson's  Bap.  page  BS,  exprea^  d»- 
olarea,  "  that  no  veaael  was  liable  to  oondemu- 
tionfor  entering  aportallegedto  be  blockaded, 
nnlesa  it  was  invested  by  snch  a  naval  (broe  aa 
to  make  the  entry  therein  hazardons." 

Bir,  I  am  no  apolo^st  for  France — nor  do  I 
know  how  any  American,  particularly  a  mem- 
ber of  Oongr«ea,  can  be  tbe  apologist  for  eitfao', 
Bfl«T  France  and  England  have  both  expready 
admitted,  that  their  Orders  in  Conncil  and  de- 
crees were  direct  violations  of  the  law  td  na- 
tions, and  adopted  from  neceasilj,  as  a  measore 
of  retaliation  against  each  otiier,  and  have 
each  oba^^  the  other  with  the  first  aggressions 
on  onr  neutral  rights.  On  examining  that  sub- 
ject, I  find  that  En^ond.  by  hex  Orden  in 
Conncil  of  May,  dghteen  Imndred  and  nx,  by 

eroclamation  had  placed  France  in  a  state  of 
lockade ;  that  France  in  eighteen  hundred  and 
seven  had  placed  tbe  Britiah  islea  in  a  like 
manner  in  a  atate  of  blockade;  that  Englaad, 
by  her  Ordwa  in  Oonncil  of  the  eleventh  of  No- 
vember, eighteen  hundred  and  aeven,  laid  a  taQ 
on  neutral  veasels,  and  made  them  paaa  llirou^ 
her  porta ;  France,  by  her  decree  <rf'  the  aeven- 
t«enth  of  Deoemlier,  eighteen  hundred  and 
seven,  declared  the  veaeets  snbmittiog  to  that 
order  duiatiooaliied,  and  lawM  prize ;  so  that 
by  their  new  principle  of  blockade,  and  their, 
unprindpled  retaliationa,  the  oommeroe  of  the 
United  Statea  was  cat  ap  by  the  roota.  The 
American  Gcvemmant,  annons  to  preaerve  the 
remnant  of  the  property  of  tbe  Amerioaa  nier> 
chania,  that  had  eaoaped  the  rapacity  of  the 
tyrant  of  the  ooean.oa  the  tweoty-woond  ttf 
Deoamber,  eighteen  hundred  and  aoven,  panes 
tbe  emba^  law,  which  the  seditions  clamon 
of  curtain  arch  traitors  in  the  Eaatwn  Stat«^ 
the  violation  of  the  law  by  treason  and  cnpidi^, 
induced  OongresBon  the  first  of  March,  ei^te«a 
hundred  and  nine,  to  repeal,  and  to  pan  the  pres- 
ent non-intMoourse  law,  continued,  under  which 
France  has  revoked  her  decrees  of  Berlin  and 
Milan,  and  now  expecta  ns  to  fulfil  thi  conditions 
which  we  voluntarily  imposed  on  ouraalves,  in 
the  event  of  eitiier  revoking  thor  decreea. 

Bir,  while  Great  Britain  finds  snch  ^>le  advn- 
oatee  on  this  floor,  she  will  find  no  Deceasi^  to 
redress  our  wrongs,  but  will  wait  the  iaaoe  of 
onr  proceedings  in  Oongree^  to  see  if  oar  reme- 
dial laws  are  not  repealed,  or  our  citizena  ex- 
cited to  oppoae  their  execution.    Bnt  we  oagbt 
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not  to  be  earpriaed  at  this,  when  we  take  a  re-  I  sion,  I  coofeffi  I  feel  greatJ;  surprised  that  we 
troepective  view  of  their  ooodaot,  their  nniled    BbonldbeciLlledupoiito  odupt  the  preeentm 


and  nniform  oppositioD  to  the  Admiaistratioii 
ftp  maaj  yeaiu  They  have  reprobated  every 
measure — Hr.  Enkine's  Briti«h  treaty  only  ez- 
eepted— and,  aa  soon  as  that  waa  r^jeoted  by 
the  BritUh  Govenunent,  at  beina  made  coQ' 
trary  to  instraotiOQS,  our  AdministratioD  waa 
charged  with  ""Une  it,  knowing  that  ICr. 
Enkme  had  no  authority,  and  with  eeducing 
htni  to  make  it  oontrarj  to  instmclJODB.  Afler- 
wards,  when  Hr.  F.  J.  Jaekaon,  of  Copenhagen 
memor;-,  waa  stint  over  as  a  Minister,  while  bis 
bands  were  ^et  stained  with  the  tnnooent  blood 
«f  the  inhabit&nta  of  OopenhaoeD,  and  insDlt«d 
the  administration  with  the  uiarge  of  making 
Hie  treaty  with  Ur.  Erekine,  knowing  that  he 
'  '  •  authority  to  make  it,  and  after  the 
tory  aasaveration  "  that  OovermneDt  Itad 
I  knowledge,  that  with  such  knowledge 
no  sueh  arrangement  would  have  been  made," 
and  "thitt  no  such  inainuation  could  be  admit- 
t«d,"  he  replied,  "  that  he  made  no  instnuntioa, 
withoat  bemg  able  to  snbatantiale  a  faat,  and 
In  that  I  must  contione :"  thereby  persevering 
in  the  eharse  of  felsehood  in  the  Administration 
tor  which  he  was  dismissed.  Again  our  Qoy- 
erament  was  eipresalv  charged  with  knowing 
that  Kr.  Enkine  had  no  authority,  and  with 
diBmuBung  Mr.  Jackson  without  any  jost  canee ; 
that  his  charge  was  trne,  and  that  m  this  the 
Government  acted  under  the  inflnenoe  of  France. 
In  order  to  make  aaoh  an  impreasion  on  the 
public  mind,  Mr.  Jackson  is  treated  with  on- 
common  attention.  When  he  arrives  at  Balti- 
more be  is  eorronnded  by  lories,  royalists,  Burr- 
ites,  and  British  agents,  and  treated  with  great 
politeness — when  he  arrives  in  Philadelphia,  he 
is  ovemrhelmed  bj  the  oivllitiea  of  refiigees,  to* 
lies,  Batril«a,  and  United  Statee'  Bank  direotoTH 
— when  he  arrivee  at  New  York,  he  ia  received 
with  open  arms  by  a  set  of  btinga  of  the  some 
description,  who  invite  him  to  a  pnblio  dinner, 
and  to  test  their  attachment  to  the  British  GoT- 
emment  treat  him  to  "  God  save  the  King" — 
when  be  reaches  Boston,  there  ia  great  parade 
indeed ;  he  is  welcomed  to  the  city  by  tories, 
traitor^  disoiganizerB,  and  embai^breakers, 
and  Fsnadl  Bali,  once  the  OonnoU  Chamber  of 
the  patriot!  of  the  BevoinlioD,  ia  proetituted'to 
the  disgracefbl  purpose  of  a  poblio  dinner  to 
this  diagTBoed  Minister,  and  there  we  see  a  dis- 
tingniabed  Senator  of  the  United  States  testing 
hia  loyalty  by  the  toast  of  "  Britain's  fast  an- 
chored iale,  the  world's  last  hope."  After  this 
haa^  review  of  the  past,  we  onght  not  to  be 
tnriniaed  at  any  meaanrea  that  may  be  token 
agunst'tbe  Administration,  when  Qreot  Britain 
it  in  the  qoeation.  * 

6ATDZD1.T,  Febmory  28. 

Ctmmvreiai  IiUercoiirie. 

Hr.  MiUTOK  said :  Mr.  Chairman,  when  I  take 

a  view  of  the  course  which  has  been  poraned  in 

ttiatioa  to  this  Bol^Jeot,  doting  the  present  aes- 


It  will  be  recollected,  air,  that,  at  a  very 
early  period,  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relationa,  reported  a 
bill  anpplementa]  to  Uie  act  of  the  lat  of  May 
laat.  Although  the  gentleman  did  make  one  or 
two  feeble  attempts  to  call  it  np  for  conudera- 
tion,  yet  it  was  manifest  that  diere  was  a  gen- 
eral indisposition  to  act  npon  it  at  that  time. 
This,  in  the  opinion  of  myself  and  many  others, 
arose  from  a  doubt  in  the  good  faith  of  the 
Emperor  of  the  Freneli.  It  was  tme  that  ha 
had,  through  the  Duke  of  Cador^  declared  that 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  revoked  on 


u  also  tme  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  hod,  by  his  proclamation  of  the  2d  of 
November,  declared,  not  simply  that  thiaprom- 
'""  bad  been  given,  bat  that  the  decrees  were 

uked,  and  Lad  ceaaed  to  operate.  Notwith- 
standing this  declaration  of  the  Freudent,  the 
previoos  conduct  of  the  French  Emperor  inspir- 
ed an  almost  universal  donbt  of  his  good  faith, 
and  the  cnrioua  character  of  the  declaration 
made  by  Cadore,  was  calculated  to  increase  it. 
The  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  were  revoked; 
that  ia,  dead  on  the  Bth  of  Auguat,  and  oeeaed 
to  have  effect;  that  is,  to  Hve  on  the  fintof 
November ;  thna  this  creature  had  the  wonder- 
ful faculty  of  being  dead  and  olive  at  the  same 
time,;  of  ceasiDg  to  have  effect,  and  actingwlth 
full  vigor  ot  the  same  instant.  While  ^  was 
donbt  ond  hesitation,  despatches  were  received 
from  Mr.  Rnasell,  our  Charge  d'Affaires  at  Paris, 
which  made  it  apparent  that  the  decrees  which 
were  to  cease  to  hove  e^t  on  the  first  of  No- 
vember, were,  m  the  month  of  December,  still 

exisCenoe,  and  in  tall  and  practical  operotion. 

ia  now  evident  that  the  President  was  duped 
by  the  French  Emperor,  and  led  to  issne  a  pn>- 
cloination  on  the  fiuth  of  bis  promise,  declining 
fact  which  did  not  eiist  So  oonvinced  were 
the  Honae  that  this  was  the  true  state  of  the 
case,  that  the  honorable  obaJrman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relotiona  himself  moved  to 
recommit  the  bill  be  had  previoual;  introdnced, 
ond  it  was  done.  What,  then,  I  would  ask,  ur, 
has  since  occurred  to  alter  the  &oe  of  afioira,  to 
indnce  this  new  attempt  to  fasten  on  the  re- 
strictive system  against  our  Interconrae  with 
Great  Britain  ?  Is  there  a:iy  thing  in  the  last 
oommnnication  f^om  the  Fretddent,  calculated 
to  produce  such  an  effect  1  On  the  contrary,  it 
Aimishea  the  moat  eondnsive  evidence  of  the 
treocbery  of  Bonaparte,  and  ongbt  to  serve  as  a 
beacon  to  warn  us  against  trnsting  him  fmther. 
true  that  there  ia  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pinknef 
to  Lord  Wellealey,  doted  December  10th,  in 
which  the  former  labors  to  prove,  that  Cadore'e 
note  to  Armstrong  is  an  absolute  repeal  of  the 
French  decrees,  without  any  conditions  prece- 
dent, and  thai  therefore  the  Britiah  Govern- 
ment ought  to  be  BOtiafied  of  ila  validity^  and 
take  immediate  measorea  for  revoking  thetr  or- 
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ders  and  blockades,  agreeablf  to  their  proniBe. 

Bat,  it  Qnfortiuiatel^  happened  that,  on  Hm 
same  da?  on  which  onr  MinisUr  at  Loudon  was 
performing  his  duty,  in  tranamittin^  his  able  bat 
theoretical  argnment  to  the  British  Hinistry, 
oor  Miniater  at  Paris  was  alao  perfortuing  liia 
duty  in  remonstraUng  agtunat  the  proctJcalope- 
ration  of  thoae  -very  decrees,  which  were  tc 
have  ceased  to  have  effect  on  the  first  of  No- 
vember. [Here  Ur.  M.  read  the  letter  of  Hi. 
Russell  to  the  Dnke  of  Oadore.  dated  December 
10th,  remonstrating  agdnst  the  Beiznre  of  the 
brig  Sew  Odeans  Packet,  it  being  the  only 
oaee,  as  declared  by  Mr.  Russell,  to  which  the 
decrees  coald  be  applied  anbeeqnent  to  the  first 
of  November.] 

I  recollect,  sir,  when  Mr.  Bossell's  correspond- 
ence was  communicated  to  this  Hoose,  an 
apology  was  set  np  for  the  French  Emperor.  It 
was  alleged  thai  the  President's  proclamation 
had  not  arrived  in  France  at  the  time  of  the 
seizure  of  the  New  Orleans  Packet,  and  that 
Bonaparte,  having  received  no  evidenee  of  the 
intention  of  the  American  Government  to  ful- 
fil their  engt^ment,  had  nsed  the  precaution- 
ary measure  of  seiiing  the  vessel,  nntil  he  should 
receive  some  evidence  of  our  good  futh;  and 
we  were  exnltingly  told  that  the  Preddent's 

f proclamation  wodu  pnt  all  to  rights,  by  satiafy- 
ng  his  doabttng  M^esty  of  our  sincerity,  and 
would  indace  him  to  release  all  property  seized 
subsequent  to  the  first  of  November,  and  ooce 
more  to  put  an  end  to  those  nine-lived  detrees. 
Bow  hss  this  prediction  been  verified?  The 
President's  proclamation  was  commonicated  to 
the  French  Government  on  the  12th  of  Decem- 
ber, two  days  after  Mr,  Rosaell's  remonstrance ; 
and  yet,  for  any  thiog  we  know,  that  remon- 
strance remuna  onanswered,  and  the  New  Or- 
leans Packet  remains  under  seiznre  to  this  very 
day.  It  is  true  that,  ailer  waiting  thirteen  days. 
His  M^esty  condescended  to  direct  tlie  partial 
Buspenaion  of  the  decrees,  thereby  giving  the 
most  podtive  proof  not  only  of  their  eristence, 
but  of  their  active  operotion.  On  the  25th  of 
December,  the  Dukes  of  Massa  and  of  6aet«, 
by  the  direction  of  their  master,  severally  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  officers  connected  with  their  re- 

rtive  departments,  directing  them  to  snspend 
operation  of  those  very  decrees,  so  &r  as 
reepeoted  the  condemnation  of  vessels  and  car- 
goes seized  after  the  first  of  November;  not 
only  those  then  in  custody,  but  soch  as  shoold 
thereafter  be  seized,  I  wiU  read  apart  of  those 
letters  for  the  porpoea  of  refreshing  the  memo- 
ries of  gentiemen  on  the  subject.  The  Doke  of 
Massa  writes  te  the  Preddent  of  the  Council  of 
Prizes  OS  follows :  "  In  oonaeqnenoe  of  this  en- 
gagement entered  into  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  Stat«e,  to  cause  their  rights  te  be 
respected,  His  Mqjeety  ordersthat  all  tbeoansce 
that  nay  be  pending  in  the  Conndl  of  Prizes, 
of  captures  of  American  vessels,  made  after  the 
first  of  NoTember,'aDd  those  that  may  inftiture 
be  brooght  before  it,  shall  not  be  Judged  aooord- 
ing  to  the  principles  of  the  deorees  of  Beilin 


•nd  UQao,  but  that  they  shall  rem^  sospeod- 
ed ;  the  vessels  oaptored  or  seized  to  rem^ 
only  in  a  state  of  seqaeetraticai,  and  tha  right* 
of  tiie  proOTietors  bwig  reserved  for  tbem  un- 
til the  9d  February  next,  the  period  at  whidi, 
the  United  States  having  fdlfilled  the  eng^e- 
ment  to  canae  th^  rights  to  be  req>ecU^  the 
said  oaptoresshall  be  declared  null  by  the  Cwm- 
oil— and  the  American  veseds  restored,  tcgetbw 
with  their  cargoes,  to  the  prtqtrietors."  Hw 
letter  of  the  Daka  of  Qaeto  is  oT  a  rimiUr  im- 
port. I  wiU  read  a  nngle  paragraph,  whidi  a 
asfollows:  "His  M^eety  having  seen  in  tluM 
two  pieces"  (the  Preddent's  prodamadon  nd 
Gallatin's  oirenlar  to  the  collectors)  "the  emu- 
oiation  of  the  measoree  which  the  Americui 
purpose  taking  on  the  seoood  of  February  oeit, 
to  canse  their  rights  to  be  respected,  has  orto- 
ed  me  to  inform  yon  that  the  Beriin  and  Ulu 
decrees  must  not  be  applied  to  any  AmoicM 
vessels  that  have  entered  our  ports  dues  dn 
first  of  November,  or  may  enter  in  future;  md 
that  thc^e  which  have  beim  seqnestered,  as  be- 
ing in  contravention  ot  these  decree^  roust  te 
theobjeot  of  a  special  report." 

Here,  sir,  we  find  these  two  ofBcen,  by  di- 
rection of  thdr  master,  explicitly  reeogDizing 
the  existence  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  deoeas 
and  suspending  their  operation  not  as  to  sequM- 
tration,  but  oi^y  as  to  oondemnation.  Not  ooly 
those  whioh  had  arrived  after  the  first  of  No- 
vember, bat  those  which  ahonld  thereafter  a- 
rive,  were  to  be  held  in  a  state  of  seqiwstiv 
tioD,  and  to  be  snbject  to  a  special  report  With 
this  plain  statement  before  Uieir  eyos^  will  g«s>- 
tlemen  assert,  can  they  possibly  believe,  that 
the  decrees  were  revoked  and  ceased  to  hsTs 
effect  on  the  first  of  Novemberl  They  soraly 
cannot  I^  then,  the  declaration  of  the  fifth  aS 
AngKst  is  proved  to  be  fklse,  and  the  sssnniM 
that  the  deorees  should  oeeae  to  have  e&oC 
after  the  first  of  November  was  mere  deluaoa, 
what  becomes  of  the  aot  of  the  first  of  Kiy, 
and  of  the  President's  proclamation  f  Bir,  tiny 
3  mere  dead  letters,  naving  no  binding  fens 
operation.  The  practical  operation  of  the  sot 
of  the  first  of  May  was  to  depend  upon  the  par- 
formance  of  certain  conditions  on  the  put  (tf 
one  or  the  other  of  the  belligerenta  and  the 
President's  proclamation  was  intomcd  m_> 
mere  notification  (tf  snob  perfonnanoe.  Admil' 
ting,  then,  that  a  fiuthfiu  performance  of  the 
ledge  of  the  fifth  of  Angnst,  on  the  paitrf 
'ranoe,  wonld  have  had  a  binding  force  oa  " 
to  carry  our  part  of  the  agreement  into  ^c^ 
can  any  man  onder  Uie  ensting  eircuautaixM 
believe  we  are  so  bonndt  Oana  vioiatioDofi 
solemn  pledge  confer  an  obligation  which  wu 
only  intended  to  be  created  on  the  complete  liil- 
filment  of  that  pledge  t  Sorely  not.  Sir,  tha 
law  of  the  first  of  May,  profeeeed,onthe6c«cif 
it,  to  be  impartial  towards  the  two  nations  woo 
have  violated  our  rights.  It  promised  tiiat,  if 
either  would  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  M 
that  they  should  cease  to  violate  the  neotnl 
commeroe  of  the  United  SUtes,  in  that  otN 
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eartun  reatrictive  measarei  Bfaonld  be  revived 
agiioBt  tbe  other.  Have  either  complied  t 
Fnujce  did,  iodeed,  make  a  declaration  that  her 
edicts  were  revolted,  and  should  cesBe  to  have 
^ect  on  a  certiuD  daj.  That  day  lias  long  sioc^ 
passed,  and,  for  aaj  thing  we  know,  thoM 
edicta  are  in  foil  operation.  Naj,  we  have  pos- 
itive proof  of  their  active  eiiatence,  aoarly  two 
moDtiis  after  they  were  to  have  ceased ;  for,  on 
the  26th  of  December,  their  operation  as  to  the 
coodenmation  of  American  property  was  sng- 
pended,  while  their  power  to  sequester  was  ab- 
solutely reoogniied  and  continoed.  With  anch 
glaring,  each  positive  proof  before  oar  eyes,  of 
Uie  perfidy  of  Franca,  we  are  abont  to  aet  aa 
thoi^i  we  believed  she  had  performed  her  prom- 
iae  with  the  ntmost  good  faith.  Nay,  more, 
■ir  ;  if  she  had,  indeed,  complied  with  her  en- 
gagement, Bfao  conid  reqnire  nothing  more  of 
ns  than  the  actof  the  1st  of  Hay  last;  that  was 
the  fhll  amoont  of  oor  engagement,  the  utmoet 
Btnit  of  onr  bond.  Upon,  and  in  consequenoe 
of  that,  was  the  Emperor's  promise  fonnded. 
Tet  we  are  not  satisfied  with  tbat :  persisting, 
in  the  face  of  the  roost  positive  and  oonduuve 
testimony  to  the  contrary,  to  affect  to  believe 
that  he  has  performed  his  promise,  we  aire  go- 
ing beyond  our  contract ;  and,  lest  some  doDOts 
slionld  arise  of  the  Emperor's  want  of  faith,  lest 
oor  oonrts  should  decide,  as  they  moat  decide. 
that  the  decrees  being  still  in  force,  the  act  of 
the  first  of  May  is  a  mere  dead  letter,  we  are 
•bout  to  volunteer  onr  tervicea,  and,  by  the  sec- 
tion of  the  hill  now  nnder  consideration,  to  re- 
vive those  sections  of  the  old  non-int«rcanrse 
law  which  were  inteDded  in  a  certain  event  to 
have  been  revived  by  tjie  act  of  the  first  of 
Kay ;  to  revive  them  agiunst  Great  Britain,  and 
that  without  exacting  any  conditions  on  the 
part  of  France.  Aud  must  this  sacrifice  be 
made  in  order  to  bolster  np  the  President's  pro- 


best  intereats 
Bare  him  the  mortification  of  acknowledring 
his  error  and  retracing  his  steps  f  Here,  I  fear, 
lies  the  tnie  motive  for  onr  present  procedure. 
Thia  reatrictive  system  is  now  to  be  revived 
ag^nst  England,  the  French  decrees  being  in 
fan  force  and  operation  against  os  at  the  same 
time.  Is  this  an  honest  neutrality  t  Is  it  equal 
and  exact  Justice  to  those  two  nations  t  u  it 
not  rewanfing  the  perfidy  of  the  one  at  the 
pense  of  the  other,  and  at  the  expense  of  < 
selves  1  let  ns  be  eaotioos  bow  we  proceed  in 
this  ooone.  If  France  choose.  In  conseqnence 
<rf  onr  non-interconree  law  of  1600,  which 


whole  of  the  American'  property  within  her 
power,  even  that  which  had  songht  the  rights 
of  hoq>]ta]ity  in  her  porta,  how  mnch  more  may 
Brest  BrilMS  foel  herself  J  ostified  in  retaliating 
on  this  most  partial  and  unjust  measure  which 
we  are  abont  toadi^t  against  her,  by  confiscate 
ing  Ae  millions  of  onr  property  now  within  her 
power.  And  if  we  have  been  silent  under  the 
Toi.  IV.— 2* 


former,  and  have  apparently  aoqniesoed  in  it^ 
what  shall  we,  what  can  we,  say,  in  case  the 
latter  event  should  take  place  t  lint,  ^r,  the 
apologists  of  France  tell  ns  that  His  H^esty,  the 
Emperor,  has  pledged  his  royal  word  that  the 
decrees  snail  cease  to  operate  as  it  respects  ns  ; 
and  that,  thongh  he  has  thought  proper  to  post- 
pone the  measnre  trom  the  firat  (%  November  to 
the  second  of  February,  he  has  only  done  so  in 
order  to  ascertain  whether  we  mean  to  go  on  to 
fulfil  oor  enpgementa  withgoodfaith  ;  that  he 
is  only  holding  onr  property  seized  noce  the 
first  <»  November  as  security  for  onr  perform- 
ance ;  and  that,  when  he  finds  we  are  deter- 
mined to  resist  the  illegal  orders  and  Uockades 
of  Great  Britain,  he  wiu  give  np  the  property  of 
our  citizens.  How  insulting,  ttiis,  to  American 
feelings,  to  be  told  that  atotal  violation  of  futh 
on  the  part  of  tills  man  is  excusable,  because  be 
chooses  to  sospect  our  tiuth.  Bnt,  sir,  do  these 
people  really  believe  the  property  of  onr  citi- 
zens will  be  given  up  after  the  second  of  Feb- 
ruary, and  in  consequence  of  the  measnre  we 
are  now  about  to  adopt)  When  did  that  vora- 
cious monster  ever  disgorge  the  plunder  he  had 
once  received  into  his  icsatiable  mavrt  Of  the 
millions  npon  millions  of  which  he  has,  at  differ- 
ent times,  and  under  various  pretexts,  plunder- 
ed our  unsuspecting  citizens,  .where  is  theln- 
stance  of  a  single  dollar  returning  to  its  rightfiil 
owner?  No,  sir,  let  it  once  get  within  his  iron 
grasp,  andit  is  lost  forever.  Thepresentmeas- 
nre  is  evidently  intended  as  a  propitiatory  sa- 
crifice to  conciliate  Napoleon — to  induce  him 
to  become  our  friend,  and  to  cease  to  rob  and 
plunder  onr  deferceleas  citiiena.  Is  it  calcalat' 
ed  toprodnee  this  effect?  Short-sighted  as  we 
confessedly  are,  sir,  I  should  suppose  we  can 
scarcely  be  such  silly  politicians  as  to  expect 
such  an  effect  from  such  a  measore.  A  brief 
view  of  the  course  which  has  been  pnrsned,  and 
is  pnrsning,  by  the  Emperor  of  France,  must 
produce  a  conviction  in  every  nnpr^udiced 
mind,  that  he  isnot  to  be  diverted  from  his  pur- 
pose by  a  toy  like  thia.  Sir,  it  mnst  be  evident 
to  every  mind  that  his  ambition  soars  to  univer- 
sal conquest  To  this  point  all  his  measnrea 
tend — every  other  consideration  is  made  to 
yield.  For  the  accomplishment  of  this  object, 
almost  every  nation  on  the  Continent  of  Europe 
has  been  insulted,  plundered,  and  subdued.  To 
this  end  the^  external  commerce  of  the  conti- 
nent has  been  annihilated,  the  agricultural  and 
manDfecturing  interesta  have  been  depressed, 
and  millions  of  his  own  subjects,  and  uiose  of 
nations  nnder  bis  infinence,  impoverished  and 
mined.  But  there  is  one  impediment  to  his 
gigantic  project.  Brit^,  proud,  banghty  Brit- 
ain, stands  in  the  way,  and  pnta  a  stop  to  his 
career.  Isolated,  as  ^e  happily  is,  and  the 
proud  mistress  of  the  ocean,  she  presents  aa 
impenetrable  harrier  to  his  amtHttous  viewa 
But  Britain  must  be  humbled,  she  must  be  mb- 
dued.  Uer  power  on  the  ocean  must  be  de- 
stroyed; and,  to  effecttbls,shemust*be  attnck- 
ed  through  her  commerce  and  manufactures. 
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For  this  purpose,  what  he  is  pleased  to  call  bis 
great  ooatiaental  tvetera  hu  beea  devised  and 
rigorously  enforced.  Finding  that  sll  his  re- 
strictioQB  and  oonfiscatioD^MaedbjsUhisdvil 
aod  militarf  power,  oottld  not  prereDt  the  iu- 
trodnction  of  British  mercbaadise  apon  the 
oootinent,  he  has  resorted  to  apian  which  prom- 
isefl  to  be  more  effectaaL  Regardle^  of  the 
rights  and  interests  of  his  sabjecta,  he  does  not 
inqoire  whose  the  property  may  be  ;  if  it  is  of 
BnCiah  ori^  it  is  committed  to  the  flames. 
Such  is  his  plan  ;  anch  are  the  efforts  and  sa- 
vifloes  he  is  malriog  to  inanre  its  acoompliah- 
meot.  And  yet,  Mr.  Ohairnuui,  it  wonld  seem 
U  if  we  hod  the  conaammate  follj  to  believe 
that  we  can  appease  this  merciiesH  tyrant  by  so 
weak,  BO  silly,  so  tatjle  a  measure  as  this  one 
now  nnder  oonsideralion.  We  seem  to  have 
the  madnoaa  to  believe  that  this  roan,  after  the 
immense  sacriflces  he  has  made  for  th«  attain- 
ment of  his  object,  would  yield  that  ottjeot  in 
ooi  favor,  and  in  order  to  be  apon  fnendly 
twms  with  OS  wonld  forego  all  other  oon^dera- 
tioos.  And  from  what  premises  is  such  a  oon- 
clniion  drawn!  Is  it  from  hispasttreatmiemtof 
tut  Let  Ds,  Hr.  Chairman,  take  a  brief  review 
of  his  past  eondaet  towards  na,  in  order  to  see 
what  we  may  expect  in  future.  It  ia  some  years 
.riooe  he  ordered  our  slups  and  oargoes  to  be 
bnined  apoD  the  ocean,  and  many  were  burnt 
He  baa,  at  various  terms,  and  under  different 
pretexts,  seized  and  oonflsoated  the  property  of 
our  dti^ns  on  the  ooean,  and  in  his  porta,  and  ' 
ID  the  porta  of  his  vaasala.  No  longer  ago  than 
last  spring,  he  told  us  that  we  were  without  jnst 
political  views,  without  honor,  without  energy ; 
and  that,  after  refusing  to  fight  for  honor,  we 
might  find  it  neoessary  to  fight  for  intoresL 
This  insulting  deolsratitai,  which  was  dated  on 
the  14th  of  Febmary,  was  followed  on  the  2Sd 
of  Uarch  by  the  Rambouillet  decree^  which  con- 
flacated  all  American  vessels  and  cargoes  which 
had  arrived  from  the  20th  of  Uay,  1809,  or 
should  titereafler  arrive  in  any  port  of  Franoe, 
her  alUea,  or  those  oooupied  by  her  arma.  Thus 
was  from  twenty  to  thirty  millions  of  the  prop- 
Arty  of  onr  nnsaqMcting  and  confiding  dtJEena, 
who  had  sought  Uie  rl^ta  of  ho^ittUity  in  his 
tKirta,  eaorifioed  withont  a  pretext,  or  with  a 
pretcot  which  added  to  the  ii^ory.  Pmding, 
sfbar  this  gross  violation  of  every  prindple 
which  ought  to  govern  honest  lai  honoraole 
nations,  toat  onr  merchants,  taught  by  sad  ex- 
perience that  there  was  no  safety  within  the 
range  of  his  power,  would  venture  there  no 
more,  be  found  it  neoeaaary  to  throw  out  another 
lure  to  entice  the  unwaty  within  his  reaoh.  Bis 
tone  ia  now  suddenly  changed.  Instead  (tf  the 
haughty  and  insolluig  tyrant,  be  assumes  the 
shape  ol  a  fond  and  domng  lover,  "  His  Ua- 
je«t7  lovea  the  Amerioana.  Their  pro^M-it^ 
and  their  ootnmeroa  are  within  the  scope  of  hia 
polioy.  He  iapleasad  in  BKraodiziug  the  Unit- 
ad  States."  Tee,  truly,  EUa  ll^esty  loves  the 
.Amerioana  1  If  not  ftirourpenoiia,  yetfbr  onr 
fm^terty,  he  has  given  the  most  ample  and  oon- 
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vincing  proob  of  his  love.  These  sngu^  vconl^ 
displ^ing  so  much  of  the  milk  of  hamau  tiud- 
nesa,  seem  to  have  perfectly  reconciled  us  to  Iw 
loving  Uajeety,  and  to  hare  quite  obUt«nt«d 
the  remembrance  of  bis  harsh  ami  unkind  lan- 
guage so  lately  used  towards  us.  And  not  <nij 
so,  but  it  seems  to  have  fnlly  Mmpensated  n 
for  all  his  robberies ;  and  we  hrbtai  to  toncli 
that  string,  lest  he  might  be  somewhat  nffied, 
and  once  more  indnoed  to  vent  hia  anxer  on  la. 
But  leet  bla  bare  (ffofeerions  of  love  utould  not 
have  the  dedred  effect  of  iDdn<9ng  the  Ameii- 
cans  once  more  to  place  their  property  vithia 
his  power,  he  directed  his  Uinnter  to  dedii* 
that  the  Berlin  and  Uilan  decrees  were  mat 
ed,  and  should  ceaae  to  have  effect  afUr  thi 
first  of  November.  Oar  AdministratioiiHD- 
fldLng  in  his  assurances,  in  the  face  of  ill  hii 
previous  conduct;  published  the  pntalanu^ 
of  the  second  of  Novunber,  and  tbereb}  msA- 
ed  in  deceiving  onr  too  creanlous  citizens.  But  ' 
few,  however,  ventnred  to  place  trost  IQ  bio ) 
and  those  who  did,  have  met  with  a  fate  viii 
every  man  of  refiection  ou^t  to  have  au&iptt 
ed.  If,  sir,  such  has  been  the  course  of  thtt 
man's  oonduot  towards  us,  (and  that  it  ha^  I 
t^neol  to  all  the  documents  which  have  beai 
1^  before  w,\  I  wonld  ask  why  are  we  etllad 
i^>on  to_pan  the  section  now  under  conudera- 
tion )    To  me,  it  is  matter  of  mjtbeij  ud 


HoiTDAY,  February  SB. 
Covaaerewi  Intwrarurtt. 

The  House  reenmed  the  consideration  of  ibe 
unfinished  business  of  Saturday  last,  to  wit,  Ih* 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act  entiUed  "  An  set 
conoeming  the  commercial  intercourse  betwBsn 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  JaatA 
and  their  depeudeucies,  and  for  otherpurpoMS, 
and  the  amendmwita  reported  ther^  by  tlM 
Committee  of  the  whole  Eooee.  The  said  smwd- 
ments  were  read  at  the  clerk's  table. 

Mr.  QunroT.—Ur.  Speaker :  TheuBeDdnwati 
oontuned  in  tbe  seotiona  nnder  conndoatiaB, 
contemplate  Ihe  continuanoe  and  eoforeenMt 
of  the  non-interoonrse  law.  This  propoatic* 
presents  a  great,  an  elevated  and  enential  Vm^ 
of  disQuasion,  due  to  the  occasion,  and  cUinHQ 
by  this  people,  which  comprehends  within  tbs 
sphere  and  analogies  of  just  argument,  the  c^ 
of  ttioee  qoestions,  the  decifflon  of  which,  i 
this  day,  involves  the  peace,  the  hap[due«,  t» 
honor  of  this  nation.  Whatever  has  a  tendw? 
to  show,  that  if  the  system  of  non-intsromirii 
exist,  it  ODgbt  not  to  be  continued ;  or,  t'^'' 
it  do  not  exist,  it  ought  not  to  be  rerirtd; 
whatever  baa  a  tendency  to  prove,  that  w*  v* 
under  no  obligation  to  peraiat  in  it,  nor  unto 
any  obligation  to  abandon  it,  is  im>w  witkia  IM 
bir  range  of  delwte., 

Afler  long  delay,'  «nd  nradb  ooy  dooMiw^ 
the  AdmioistralioD  of  thb  country  have  eoM*- 
seended  to  devehip  their  policy.  Thoo^  wf 
have  not  ipoken  to  our  mortal  ears,  wilt  tb« 
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Eonae.    And  these  nre  the  featnres  a  the  policy 


ol  the  oommerdal  restrictive  Byatem. 
It  is  pn^KMPd  to  perpetuate  that  system,  Inde- 
finitdy,  aod  leftve  oar  dtiiens,  atill  loosier,  rob- 
jeot  to  its  embarnisBments,  its  ODoertaiutj  and 
its  tarroTG.  The  ohslrman  of  our  Committee  of 
FokIkh  ReUtiona,  (Ur.  Eppbs,)  at  the  tjme  he 
iolTodtiOed  these  ameodmeuts  to  the  Hoomi,  ex- 
bitatr-d  the  tme  character  of  this  policy,  Then 
be  told  na  that  it  vas  "modelled  upon  the 
prindple  not  to  tarn  over  to  the  Jadidory  the 
aedaion  of  the  existenoe  of  die  non-iotercoiine 
lair,  bat  to  make  it  the  sobject  of  Ic^islftUve 
deoUration.''  Id  other  words,  it  is  found  that 
the  m^ority  of  this  Hoose  have  too  mach  policy 
to  deny,  add  too  much  priadple  to  assert,  that 
the  foot,  on  which,  aod  on  which  alone,  the 
Pnaident  of  the  United  States  was  anthorized 
to  iaroB  bis  proclamation  of  the  second  of  No- 
Tember  last,  has  ocoorred.  A  scheme  has, 
therefore,  been  devised,  by  which,  witfaoat  any 
embarrasHment  on  this  intricate  point,  the  con- 
tinoaooe  and  enforcement  of  noa-iateroonrse 
may  be  insored,  and  toils,  acceptable  to  France, 
woren  by  the  bands  of  oar  own  Administration, 
q>read  over  almost  the  only  remuning  avenae 
oT  our  conunerdal  hope. 

The  proposition,  oonttined  In  these  amend' 
ueota,  has  relation  to  the  most  momentons  and 
most  devated  of  oar  It^islatdve  obligations. 
We  are  not,  now,  abont  to  disease  the  policy 
by  which  a  princely  pirate  may  be  peranaded  to 
relinqnieb  his  plunder ;  nor  yet  the  expectation 
mtertained  of  relaxation,  in  her  belligerent  sys- 
tem, of  a  haughty,  and  perhape  Jealoaa  rival; 
HOC  yet  the  futh  which  we  owe  to  a  treaoheroos 
tyrant;  nor  yet  ^e  fond,  bnt  frail  hopes  of 
^vora  ftom  a  British  regency,  melting  into  our 
anna,  in  the  honeymoon  of  power.  The  obligv 
tioDs  which  claim  onr  observance  are  of  a  nature 
much  more  tender  and  imperioos;  the  obliga- 
tiooB  which,  a>  B^resent&tivea,  we  owe  to  onr 
eonstittieata ;  the  allegiance  by  which  we  are 
bonnd  to  the  American  pet^le ;  the  obedience 
which  M  doe  to  that  sotunn  faiUi,  by  which  we 
are  pledged  to  protect  their  i>eace,  their  prosperi- 
ty, and  their  honor.  All  these  hieh  conndera- 
ticns  ore  materially  connected  with  this  policy. 

It  Is  not  my  intention,  Ur.  Speaker,  to  dilate 
cm  the  geoeral  natore  and  effects  of  this  oom- 
tasraal  restrietive  system.  It  is  no  longer  a 
iHtt«r  of  speoalatioQ.  Ve  have  no  need  to 
TCBort  for  iUnstration  of  its  nature  to  the  twi- 
li^t  lustre  of  history,  nor  yet  to  the  vibratiog 
bri^ibieas  of  human  intellect.  We  have  expe- 
lienoe  of  its  effects.  They  are  above,  aroand, 
and  beneath  na.  They  paralyze  the  enterprise 
fil  jout  cities.  They  sicken  the  industry  of 
joor  fields.  They  deprive  the  laborer  and  the 
mechanie  of  his  employmenL  They  subtract 
from  the  husbandman  and  pUntor  the  just  re- 
waid  for  that  product  which  he  has  mcostened 


with  the  sweat  of  his  brow.  They  cmsh  indi- 
TJdnala,  in  the  rnins  of  their  moat  fiattering 
hopes,  and  shake  the  deep-rooted  &brio  of  gen- 
eral prosperity. 

It  will,  however,  be  neoessary  to  say  a  word 
on  the  general  nature  of  this  system.  Kot  so 
mach  for  the  parpose  of  elneidatinff,  as  to  dear 
the  way,  and  g^ve  dlBticotnese  to  Uie  course  of 
my  aivnmeot.  It  will  also  be  nsefal  to  deprive 
the  advocates  of  this  system  «f  those  colors  and 
popular  lures,  to  which  thev  resort,  on  a  subject 
in  no  way  connected  with  the  objects  widi 
which  they  a(  "  '  "    "' 


of  the  irrelevancy  of  four  lApice,  uanally  ai 
in  support  of  the  gysiem  ooatained  in  the  law 
of  May,  ^StO,  and  of  March,  1800 ;  commonly 
called  the  non-interaonr«e  system.  1  take  for 
granted  that  it  is  not  advantageous;  in  other 
words,  that  it  is  injnrions ;  that  it  is  not  fiscal 
in  its  nature;  nor  protective  of  mannfaotures ; 
nor  competent  to  ooerce  either  belligerent. 
That  it  is  injarions  is  certain,  not  only  because 
it  is  deprecated  by  that  part  of  the  commanity 
which  It  directly  sflecta,  but  because  no  man 
advooates  it  as  a  permanent  system,  and  every 
one  declares  his  desire  to  be  rid  of  it.  Fiscal 
it  cannot  be,  because  it  prohibits  commerce, 
and  consequently  revenue ;  and  by  the  high 
price  and  great  donand  for  foreign  artlolea, 
which  it  produces,  enconrages  smug^ng.  Pro- 
tective of  manufactum  It  cannot  be,  because  it 
is  indiscriminate  in  its  provimons  and  uncertain 
in  its  duration ;  and  this  uncertainty  depends, 
not  on  onr  legislative  discretion,  bnt  on  the 
o^rice  of  foreign  powers  ;  onr  enemies,  or 
rivals.  No  commercial  system,  which  is  inclis- 
criminate  in  its  restrictions,  can  be  generally 
protective  to  manafactures.  It  may  give  a 
forced  vivacity  to  a  few  particular  manufao- 
turea.  But  in  all  countriea,  some,  and  in  this 
almost  all  manufactnree,  depend,  either  for  in- 
sQ^ments  or  subjects,  on  foreign  supply.  Bnt, 
if  ibis  were  not  the  case,  a  system,  whose  con- 
tinoance  depended  npon  the  will  or  the  ever 
variant  policy  of  foreign  nations,  can  never  ofibr 
snch  an  inducement  to  the  capitalist,  as  will 
encourage  him  to  make  extensive  investments, 
in  establishments  resting  on  such  precarious 
foondations.  As  to  tlie  incompetency  of  this 
^stom  to  coerce  either  belligerent,  I  take  thaS 
for  granted,  because  no  man,  b8  far  aa  I  reoolleQL 
ever  pretended  tt ;  at  least  no  man  ever  did 
show,  by  any  analysis,  or  detailed  examination 
of  its  relative  effects  on  us,  and  either  belliget- 
ent,  that  it  would  necessarily  coerce  either  out 
of  that  policy  which  it  was  proposed  to  coun- 
teract. Embargo  bad  its  friends.  There  ware 
thoae  who  had  a  confidence  in  its  success.  But 
who  was  ever  the  Mead  of  non-intercourse  t 
Who  ever  pretended  to  believe  in  its  efficacy  t 
The  embargo  had  a  known  origin,  and  tha 
features  of  its  character  were  distioot.  But 
"  where,  and  what  was  this  execrable  shape — 
if  sh^w  it  may  be  called,  which  shape  hai 
none  t "    We  all  know  that  the  non-interoonise 
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wu  not  the  product  of  lay  proapeotiTe  intelli- 
geace-    It  was  the  reaalt  oif  the  caetul  coacnr- 
rence  of  ohaotio  opinions.    It  weib  agreed  apon, 
becELQBO  the  m^oritj  conid  agree  upon  ooth- 
ing  eUe.    Thej  who  introduced  it,  allured  it. 
They  who  advocated  it,  did  not  wmh,  and 
Boarcely  knew  its  otM.    And  now  that  it  is  said 
to  be  extended  over  ns,  no  man,  in  thia  nation, 
who  valnes  hia  repntation,  will  take  his  Bible 
oath  that  it  is  in  «ffectoaI  and  legal  operation. 
There  ia  an  old  riddle  on  a  coffin,  which  I  pre- 
enme  we  all  learned  when  we  were  bom  that 
is  as  perfect  a  repreaentotion  of  the  origin,  nro- 
gT«w,  and  prceent  state  of  liils  thing,  oaUed 
*  non-interoonrse,  as  is  possible  to  be  ooncnved. 
"  Thare  ma  ■  man  beqioke  a  thing, 
Which  when  the  maker  home  did  bring. 
That  wmc  maker  did  refiiH  it; 
The  man  that  ipoke  tor  it  did  not  nn  ft. 
And  h£  who  had  it  did  not  know 
Whether  be  had  it ; — jea,  a-  no.' 
True  it  is,  that  if  this  non-intercoDrse  shall 
ever  be,  in  reality,  extended  over  na,  the  simili- 
tude will  foil,  in  a  malerial  point.     The  poor 
tenant  uf  the  ooffln  is  ignorant  of  hia  state. 
Bat  the  poor  people  of  the  United  States  will 
be,  literally,  bnried  alive  in  non-interoonrse  i 
.  and  realize  the  grave  dosing  on  themselves  and 
their  hopes  with  a  fnll  and  cmd  conaeionsness 
ot  all  the  horrors  of  their  condition. 

For  theae  reasons,  I  put  all  snch  oommon- 
place  topics  ont  of  the  field  of  debate.  This, 
then,  is  the  state  of  mj  argaraeut;  that  as  this 
non-interoonrse  system  is  not  fiscal,  nor  pro- 
tective of  mann&cturea,  nor  oompetent  t&  co- 
erce, and  is  injurious,  it  onght  to  be  abandoned, 
nnlesa  we  are  bound  to  perriat  in  It,  by  imperi- 
ODS  obligatiojis.  My  object  wilt  be  to  show 
that  no  auch  obligations  eiist ;  that  the  present 
is  a  favorsbte  opportunity,  not  to  be  sofiered  to 
escape,  totally  to  relinquish  it;  that  it  is  time 
to  manage  onr  own  commennal  ooncema,  ac- 
cording to  onr  own  bterest;  and  no  longer  pat 
them  into  the  keeping  of  those  who  hate  or 
those  who  envy  their  prosperity;  that  we  are 
the  constituted  shepherds,  and  onght  no  more 
to  transfer  our  costody  to  the  wolves. 

It  is  agreed,  on  all  wdee,  that  it  is  desirable 
to  abandon  this  commercial  restrictive  system. 
Bnt  the  advocates  of  the  measore  now  pro- 
posed, Bay  that  we  cannot  abandon  it,  because 
oar  faith  is  plighted.  Yea,  sir,  oar  futh  is 
plighted ;  and  that,  too,  to  that  scmpnlons  gen- 
tleman. Napoleon ;  a  gentleman  so  distin^aished 
for  his  own  regard  of  futh ;  for  his  lundness 
and  tneroiee  towards  ne ;  for  angelic  whiteness 
of  moral  character ;  for  overweening  affection 
for  tlie  American  people  and  thai  prosperity, 
Traly,  sir,  it  is  not  to  be  qneationed,  bnt  that 
oar  Mth  should  be  a  perfbot  work  towards  this 
paragon  of  pniity.  On  aoconnt  of  onr  bith, 
plighted  to  him,  it  is  proposed  to  continue  this 
non-interoonrae. 

Bnt,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  may  be  allowed,  I  pre- 
mune,  to  inquire  whether  any  such  tiiith  be 
plighted.    1  trost  we  are  yet  freemen.    We  are 


not'yet  so  tin'  annk  in  serritity,  that  we  are  fb^ 
bidtW  to  examine  into  the  groands  (rf  onr  na- 
tional obligations.  Under  a  belief  that  ths  ■ 
permitted,  I  shall  enter  apon  the  task,  and  in- 
qnire  whence  they  arise  and  what  ia  tlitir 


tions  result,  if  any  exist,  nndw  the  act  of  M , 
the  first,  1810,  called  "An  act  conoeniingtlw 
commercial  iDterooarse  between  the  CmUd 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  ud  ttMir 
dependencies,  and  fbr  other  pnrposeg."  Ttra- 
mains,  therefore,  to  inquire  into  the  ckarKtiT 


of  this  act,  and  the 


iquire  in 
Dbligatio: 


Befbre,  however,  I  proceed,  I  would  pmu^ 
that  whether  I  shall  obtain,  I  un  doabtfal,  ht 
I  am  sore  that  the  natnre  €jf  my  aignmatdt' 
serves,  the  favor  and  preposaei^oD  fbr  its  n>- 
oeas,  of  every  member  in  the  Hoose.  Uy  ol^ 
is  to  show,  that  the  oblation  which  we  ow 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  isaftwml 
anrestricted  commerce.  The  ol^ect  of  tbos 
who  advocate  theee  measnres  is  to  thowIlMt 
the  obligaljon  we  owe  to  Kapbleon  Bonmrtt^ 
is  a  commerce  restricted  and  endared.  Ho*, 
as  much  as  oar  alliance  is  doe  more  to  tht 
people  of  the  United  States  than  it  is  to  Sfo- 
leon  Bonaparte,  Just  ao  mnch  ought  mjtrEO- 
ment  to  be  reorived  by  the  American  Coi^ie^ 
with  more  &vor  and  prepooociaion  than  lit 
argoment  of  those  who  advocate  these  mt»- 
ores.  It  is  my  intention  to  make  my  worse  of 
reasoning  as  precise  and  distinct  as  posribk 
Becaose  I  invite  scrutiny.  I  contend  fiir  nj 
conntty  according  to  my  conscientioas  cooc^ 
Uous  of  its  best  interests.  If  there  be  bSket, 
detect  it.  My  invitation  is  given  to  geM"" 
disputants.  As  to  your  atamp  orators,  wM 
ntter  tow  invective  and  mistake  it  for  wit,  uA 
gross  personality,  and  pass  it  off  for  srgnamV 
I  descend  not  to  their  level ;  nor  recopii»  ih* 
power  to  ipjure;  nor  even  to  offend. 

Whatever  obligations  are  incnmbent  opt" 
this  nation,  in  oonseqnence  of  the  set  of  tM 
first  of  May,  1810,  they  resnlt  from  the  fcDow- 
ing  section :  "  And  it  it  fitrth^  maettd,  TM 
in  case  either  Great  Britain  or  France  sfcw, 
before  the  third  day  of  March  nert,  »  revote 
or  modify  her  edicts  as  that  they  AtU  cene^ 
violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  tbe  W«* 
States,  which  fact  the  President  of  the  Cmtri 
States  shall  declare  by  proclamation,  and  if  ti* 
other  nation  shall  no^  within  rfhree  nwnlM 
thereafter,  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edii^  » 
like  manner,  then  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  <at^ 
seventh,  dghth,  ninth,  tenth,  and  eig*''«™ 
sections  of  the  act,  entitied  'An  act  to  m«r?^ 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  tbe  Ciulw 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  tw 
dependencies,  and  fbr  other  pnrposes,  »'™' 
from  and  after  the  expiration  of  liree  mMi™ 
from  the  date  of  the  proclamation  aforesMd, » 
revived  and  have  fiilt  force  and  effoct,  »o  w  ■ 
relates  to  the  dominions,  colocies,  and  ar- 
dencies of  the  naiiou  thus  reftmng  or  n^w* 
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lag  to  revoke  or  roodl^  her  edicts  in  manner 
■fores«d.  And  the  restrictions  Impo&ed  by 
this  act  shall,  from  the  date  of  such  proclaijia' 
tioD,  cease  and  be  diecontinued  in  relaiion  to 
lite  nation  revokiiig  or  modifying  her  decrees, 
ID  the  manner  aforesaid." 

Diveeted  of  teehnioal  expres^on,  tliis  is  the 
ahMract  form  of  this  KOtion.  It  provides  that 
anew  oonuneretal  condition  shall  reealt,  on  the 
dOcarrenoe  of  a  specified  fact ;  which  fact  the 
^eatdent  riiall  declare.  On  this  state  of  the 
subject  I  observe  that  notbiog  in  the  act  indi- 
cates whether  the  object  of  the  United  States, 
in  providing  for  this  eventnal  oommercisl  con- 
dition, was  its  own  benefit,  oonvenienoe,  or 
[deawire;  or  whether  it  wm  in  the  nature  uf  a 
proffer  to  tbreign  nations.  It  will,  howsTer, 
M  agreed  on  all  sides,  that  the  object  was 
ritbcr  the  one  or  the  other.  If  the  otjeot  were 
OUT  own  benefit,  oonvenience,  or  pltasore,  it 
vill  not  be  pretended  that  we  are  nnder  anj 
aUigation  to  oontinne  the  Rjsleni.  For  that 
which  wafl  adopted,  aolelj  for  either  of  these 
ends,  majr,  whenever  onr  views  ooncerning 
thetn  vary,  be  abandoned ;  it  b^ng  the  concern 
«f  no  other:  Bnt  it  is  Mid  that  the  act  was,  in 
tmlh,  a  proffer  to  the  two  belligerents,  of  com- 
nenw  to  the  obseqQionB  nation,  protiihition  of 
eommeree  to  the  oontomadons  nation.  If  this 
were  the  case,  I  shall  agree,  for  the  saike  of 
argnment,  that  it  ought  to  be  fbl&lled  to  the 
faU  extent  of  the  terms.  But  inaamoch  as  there 
it,  hi  the  terms  of  the  act,  no  indication  of  sach 
a  [Toffer,  it  follows  that  its  nature  must  arise 
fhiBi  the  circumstances  of  the  case ;  and  that 
Am  wht^B  of  the  ohligatiw],  whatever  it  is. 
grows  ODt  of  an  honorable  nnderstanding,  and 
nothing  else.  As  such,  I  admit,  it  shonld  be 
hcffior^lr  fulfilled.  The  natnre  of  this  proffer 
is  tb*t  of  a  proportion  upon  terras.  Now  what 
I  saj'  is,  uid  it  is  the  foondation  of  mj  arga- 
BMnt,  that  whoever  claims  an  honorable  com- 
fiance  with  aoch  a  proposition,  must  be  able 
to  show,  on  his  part,  an  honorable  acoeptanc 
and  ftdfilment  M  the  terms.  The  terms  oi: 
set  propoaed  were — an  act  to  be  done ;  an  effect 
to  be  prodnoed.  The  ^set  to  be  done  was,  the 
revoattkin  or  modification  of  tiie  edict*.  The 
ttfect  to  be  prodnoed  was  tbat  this  revocation 
or  modification  should  be  snch  as  that  these 
edicts  sbonld  "cease  to  violate  onr  nentral 
eommerce."  Now  the  qneetions  which  resnlt 
are,  hM  the  act  been  done?  If  done,  has  it 
bean  ao  done  aa  to  amonat  to  an  honorable  M- 
'fibnent  or  acceptance  of  our  terms  t  The  ex- 
amination ot  these  two  points  will  explain  the 
reel  ntution  of  these  Unitod  States,  and  the 
•etoal  state  of  their  oUlgatione. 

In  considering  the  qnmtion  whether  tlie  fact 
of  revocation,  or  modification,  has  oocnrred,  it 
la  nnfortun8l«  that  it  does  involve,  at  least 
popular  cMimation,  the  propriety  of  the  pro- 
dainalion,  ieaued  on  the  second  of  November 
iMt,  hj  the  President  of  the  United  States.  I 
regret,  as  mnch  as  »aj  one,  that  snob  is  the 
state  of  thinga,  that  the  qnefltiiHi,  whether  a 


jn  despot  has  dune  a  partlcnlnr  act,  seems 
oeceHsarily  to  be  connected  with  the  question 
concerning  the  prudence  and  jwrspicacit}'  with 
which  onr  own  Chief  Magistrate  Das  dune  an- 
other act  I  saf  in  popnlar  estimation  these 
Bubjects  seem  so  connected.  I  do  not  tbiidt 
.in  the  estimation  of  wise  and  reflecting 
,  they  are  neoeasarilj  thus  conneot«d.  For 
the  fact  might  not  have  occnrred  precisely  in 
the  form  contemplated  by  the  act  of  If  ay,  1810, 
and  yet  the  President  of  the  United  Statee,  in 
issuing  his  proclamation,  might  be  eitherjusti- 
fiAle  or  excnsabie.  It  might  be  instifiable. 
A  power  intmsted  to  a  politician  to  be  used  on 
the  occnrrence  of  ft  particular  event  fbr  the  . 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  particnlar  end,  he  may 
sometimes  be  justmahle  in  nsing,  in  a  ease 
which  may  not  be  precisely  that  onginallv  con- 
templated. It  may  be  effectually,  though  not 
formally,  the  same.  It  may  be  eqnally  <&dent 
ttaming  the  end.  In  snoh  a  case  a  pollti- 
never  will,  and  perhaps  ought  not  to  hed- 
tate  at  taking  the  reaponsibUtty,  which  arises 
f^om  doing  the  act  in  a  case  not  coming  within 
the  verbal  scope  of  his  authority.  Thna,  in  the 
m^sent  Instance.  The  President  of  the  United 
Stales  mwht  have  deemed  the  terms,  in  the 
letter  of  tte  Duke  of  Cadore,  such  as  gave  a 
reasonable  expectation  of  acceptance  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  He  has  taken  the  re- 
nioudbitity.  He  has  been  decdved.  Neither 
Great  Britain  accepts  the  terms,  nor  France 
performs  her  engagements.  The  procUmation 
mi^ht  thns  have  been  wise,  thongh  unfortunate 
in  its  reeolL  And  as  to  excuse,  will  It  be  said 
that  there  is  nothing  of  the  sort  in  this  easel 
Why,  sir,  our  Administration  saw  the  Great 
Napoleon,  according  to  his  own  confesaion, 
over  head  and  ears  In  love  with  the  American 
people.  At  snoh  a  nght  as  this,  was  it  to  be 
expected  of  flesh  and  blood  that  they  should 
hesitate  to  pinnge  into  a  sea  of  bliea,  and  in- 
dulge b  joy  with  such  an  amor&ufi  Cyprian  f 

Bat,  whether  the  &ot  has  occurred,  on  which 
alone  this  proclamation  oonld  have  legally  is- 
sued, is  a  material  inquiry  and  cannot  be  evaded, 
let  it  reach  where  or  whom  it  will.  For  with 
this  is  connected  the  essential  condition  of  this 
conntry ;  on  this  depends  the  mnltiplied  rights 
of  onr  fhllow-citizens,  whose  property  has  been 
or  may  be  seized  or  oonfiscatMl  nnder  this  law : 
and  hence  result  onr  obligations,  if  any,  as  is 
pretended,  exist  It  is  important  here  to  ob- 
serve, that,  according  to  tJie  t^nns  of  the  act 
ot  Hay  1,  1810,  the  law  of  March  1,  1600,  n- 
vives  on  the  occurrence  of  the  fbct  required, 
and  not  on  the  proclamation  issued.  If  the 
&ct  had  not  occnrred,  the  proclamation  is  a 
deed  letter,  and  no  sabseqnent  performance  of 
the  reqnirad  fact,  by  either  IwUigerent,  can 
retroact  so  as  to  give  validity  to  the  previous 
proclamation.  "Qto  course  reqnired  by  the  act 
of  the  1st  of  May,  1810,  unqnestionably  is,  that 
thefiict  required  to  be  done  should  be  prece- 
dent. In  poidt  of  time,  to  the  right  accmingto 
issue  the  proclam«tioa ;  and  at  conseqoetioe 
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that,  b;  no  o(»utractiou,  can  auj  sabeeqaeDt 
performaooe  of  tlie  foot  required  operate  back' 
wftrd  to  anpport  a,  prwHaiaatioa  iasned  prerione 
to  the  ocourreaoe  of  tbat  fact !  WtieoeTra-  this 
bot  is  reellj  done,  a  new  proclamation  ie  re- 
qnired  to  comply  with  the  proririoiiB  of  the 
act,  sod  to  give  efficacy  to  them. 

1  am  the  more  partioolar  in  referrins  to  tliis 
neceaswj  coaatrnotion,  reeolting  from  the  terms 
of  the  act  of  the  fint  of  Hay  laat,  becaoBe  It  is 
very  obvious  that  a  different  opinion  did  iinti] 
very  lately,  and  probably  does  now,  prevwl  on 
this  fioor.  We  all  recollect  what  a  state  of  ffe- 
pressioD  the  condactof  Bonap'arMin  seizing  onr 
vessels,  subaaqnent  to  the  ttrst  of  November, 
produoed,  as  »ooa  as  it  was  known  in  this  Honse, 
sod  wliat  a  sadden  joy  was  lishted  np  in  it, 
when  the  news  of  the  arrival  of  a  French  Uin- 
iater  was  oommonicatedi.  Great  hop«s  were 
entertained  and  expressed,  that  he  would  bring 
aome  formal  revooation  of  his  edicts,  or  disa- 
vowal of  tha  seirares  which  might  retroact  and 
support  the  proclamation.  It  was  confidently 
expeotad  that  some  explanation,  at  le^et  of  these 
outrages,  would  be  contained  in  his  pmtroan- 
teau ;  that  ooder  his  powder-puff,  or  in  bis  snoff 
box,  some  daat  wonld  be  fonad  to  throw  into 
the  eyes  of  the  American  people,  which  might 
so  fax  blind  the  sense,  as  to  indaoe  them  to  ao- 
qoieeoe  in  the  enforcement  of  tbe  non-inter- 
oonrse,  withont  any  very  scrapnlons  scnitiny 
into  the  preformance  of  the  oonditions  by  Bona- 
parte, fiut,  alas  1  sir,  the  Minister  is  as  parsi- 
moniont  as  his  master  is  voracions.  He  haa  not 
condescended  to  extend  one  particle,  not  one 
pinch  of  comfort  to  the  Administration.  From 
anything  in  tbe  UeesBges  of  onr  Prendent,  it 
wonU  not  be  so  mnch  as  known  tbat  such  a 
blei«ed  vision,  as  was  Uua  new  Envoy,  bad 
aalated  his  eyes.  His  commnnioations  preserve 
an  ominous  wlence  on  the  topic  Administra- 
tion, after  all  their  hop^  have  been  compelled 
to  resort  to  the  old  specific,  and  hare  caosed  to 
be  lipped  npon  onr  tables  a  cart-load  of  sand, 
grit,  and  sawdust,  fh)m  our  metaphysical  me- 
chanic, who  seesaws  at  8L  James',  as  they  pall 
the  wire  here  in  Washington.  Tes,  sir,  a  lett«r 
written  on  the  tenth  day  of  December  last,  by 
onr  Minister  in  London,  is  serionsly  introdaoed 
to  prove,  by  abstract  reasoning,  that  the  Berlin 
and  IQlan  decrees  had  oeasea  to  exist  en  the 
first  of  the  preceding  November,  of  whose  ex- 
istence, as  late  as  the  25th  of  last  December,  we 
have,  as  far  as  the  natnre  of  things  permit, 
ooalar,  anricniar,  and  tangible  demonstration. 
And  tbe  people  of  this  ooontry  are  invited  to 
believe  tbe  logic  of  Mr.  Fininey  in  the  face  of 
the  fact  of  a  continued  seizure  of  all  the  vessels 
which  came  within  the  graap  of  the  French  ous* 
tom-bonse,  from  the  fir^  of  November,  down 
to  tbe  date  of  onr  last  acoonnts ;  and,  in  de- 
fiance of  the  declaration  of  our  Charg£  d'Af- 
fures,  made  on  the  10th  of  December,  that  "  it 
will  not  be  pretended  that  the  decrees  have  in 
fact  been  revoked,"  and  in  utter  discredit  of  the 
allegation  of  ihe  Onke  of  Maeea,  made  on  the 
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aCth  of  tbe  same  montb,  which,  in  effect,  d«- 
olarea  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decreet  eiiat,  by 
declaring  "  that  they  shall  remsin  supended." 
After  sach  evidence  as  this,  the  qnastJOB  whetlur 
a  revocation  or  modification  of  the  edicU  «f 
France  has  so  occurred  "  as  that  they  ohm  Io 
vi<date  the  nentral  commerce  of  the  Uiittd 
States,"  does  no  longer  depend  upon  the  nb- 
tleties  of  syllogistic  skill,  nor  is  to  be  diipnmd 
by  anypower  of  lineal  illation.  It  isanifliir 
of  sense  and  feeling.  And  our  citizens,  vboM 
property  has  been,  since  the  first  of  NoTember, 
uniformly  seized,  and  of  which  tliey  are  I'ow- 
edly  to  be  derived  three  mtrnths,  and  vhidi  b 
then  only  to  be  retnmed  to  them  on  the  coidt 
tion  of  good  behavior,  may  as  soon  be  made  t« 
believe,  by  the  teaching  of  phikeophj,  tU 
their  rights  are  not  violated,  as  a  wiwli, 
writhing  nnder  the  lash  of  the  eieontiotB', 
might  be  made  by  a  conrse  of  reasoning  to  l» 
tieve,  that  the  natural  state  of  his  fledi  was  M 
violated,  and  that  his  shonldeis,  out  of  nioek 
blood  was  Sowing  at  every  stroke,  were  in  tk 
qoiet  aiijoyment  of  cnticnlar  ease. 

Whether  the  revocation  expressed  in  tbs  M- 
ter  of  the  Doke  of  Cadore,  was  absolote  w  con- 
ditional, or  whether  tbe  oondidons  woe  fn- 
cedent  or  subseqneDt,  in  the  present  state  of  ob 
evidence,  it  seems  scsiTcelv  important  to  inqnin; 
Yet  the  construction  of  that  celebrated  ptMg^ 
in  his  letter  of  tbe  6th  of  August,  has  been,  H 
I  have  ever  seen,  given  so  mnch  in  tbe  nuDStf 
of  lawyers,  and  so  little  in  that  of  stataoWH 
that  it  deserves  a  short  elucidation;  how  modi 
the  words  "  it  being  understood  that,"  in  tbtir 

Cticular  position  are  worth ;  andwbe^ertlNf 
'e  the  effect  of  a  condition  precedent,  or  oft 
condition  subseqaent.  A  statesman  wiU  look 
at  the  terms  contained  in  tbat  letter  in  t  diT- 
ferent  aspect,  not  for  the  purpoae  of  sscertvD- 
ing  how  mnch  a  court  of  Uw  might  be  able  to 
make  of  them,  as  to  discern  in  what  podtton  el 
language  the  writer  intended  to  intrench  Mn- 
seti,  and  to  penetrate  his  real  pohcy,  nctwilh- 
standing  the  veil  in  which  he  chose  to  envelt^ 
it.  He  will  consider  the  letter  in  connect 
with  the  general  course  of  French  policy,  to^ 
the  partioolar  piroamstanoes  which  proincei 
it.  By  these  lights,  it  is  soarcely  pooiUs  » 
mistake  the  character  and  trne  constrOotioD  rf 
these  expresaona.  Upon  recnrring  to  Cb* 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  it  will  be  found  dut 
they  contain  a  solemn  pledge,  that  "  they  Ad 
continue  to  be  rigoroosly  in  fbroe,  «i  long  •» 
that  (the  English)  Government  does  not  retsm 
to  the  principle  of  the  law  of  nations."  TliM 
det«munation  to  snpport  this  pledge,  the  EY«mb 
Government  haa  nniforxoly  and  undeviitiB^ 
deelared.  They  have  told  ns  oonstaolly  tbtt 
they  require  a  previous  revocation  on  tbspsrt 
of  Gr«at  Britam,  as  the  condition  of  tbdr  r^ 
scinding  those  edicts.  The  question  who  gbusM 
first  revoke  their  edicts  had  cMne  to  be,  noto- 
rionaly,  asort  of  point  of  honor  between  the  t« 
belligerents.  Perfectly  acquainted  with  tbit 
state  of  things,  we  have  been  perpetaiUy  ne- 
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gotiatiiig  between  the  one  and  the  other,  and 
eoBtending  with  each  that  it  waa  his  duty  pre- 
Tioualy  to  revokeL  At  length  tho  French  GoV' 
•nuneot,  either  tired  with  oar  solioitiitaODB,  oi 
mare  probably,  seeiiig  their  own  advantage  in 
oar  anxiety  to  get  rid  of  these  deoreea,  which 
7«t,  aaaa  eeseatial  port  of  itsoontiQental  system 
of  total  ooiamercial  exdosion  it  never  intended 
to  abandon,  devised  tbta  wbone  of  policy,  whicli 
baa  been  the  sonrce  of  so  much  contest,  and 
baa  puzzled  all  the  metaphysioituia  in  Sngjand 
aiid  the  United  States.  Cadore  is  directed  to 
say  to  Ur.  Armstrong :  "  In  this  nen  state  of 
things  I  am  anthorized  to  declare  to  yon,  sir, 
tbat  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Uilan  are  re- 
voked, and  thst  after  the  first  of  November 
they  will  cease  to  have  effect ;  it  being  under- 
rtood  that,  in  coDBeqtience  of  this  deciaralion, 
tbe  English  abaUrevoEe  their  Orders  in  Conscit, 
and  reuonnee  the  new  principles  of  blockade 
whic^  they  have  wished  to  establish  ;  or  tbat 
the  United  States,  conformably  to  the  act  yom 
have  jnst  communicated,  shall  cause  their  rights 
to  b«  reH>ected  by  the  EngUah."  In  this  curious 
galliEnaD&j  of  tinie  present  and  time  t\itnre, 
of  doing  and  retraining  to  do,  of  declaration  and 
DBdentaoding,  of  English  duties  and  American 
dotien,  it  is  easy  to  trace  the  design,  and  see  its 
adaptation  to  the  past  and  present  policy  of  the 
Flinch  Emperor.  The  time  preeent  was  nsed, 
booaase  the  act  of  the  United  State*  required 
that  previoQsIy  to  the  proolamation  the  edicts 
"sh^  be"  revoked.  And  this  is  the  mighty 
mystery  of  time  present  bdng  need,  in  express- 
ing  an  act  intended  to  be  done  in  time  futnre. 
For  i£,  as  the  order  of  time,  and  the  state  of  in- 
tention indicated,  time  (ntnre  hod  been  nsed, 
and  the  letter  of  Cadore  had  said  the  decrees 
■hall  be  revoked  on  the  ^rst  of  November  next, 
then  the  proclamation  oonld  not  he  iam^  be- 
oanse  the  President  wonld  be  obliged  to  wait 
to  have  evidence  that  the  act  hod  been  effeot- 
nally  done.  Now  as  the  French  Emperor 
never  intended  tbat  it  sbonldbeeffeetaated,  and 
yet  meant  to  have  all  the  advantage  of  an  ef- 
tectoal  deed  Tithont  performing  it,  this  nota- 
ble acheme  was  invented.  And,  by  French 
-  flneue,  »nA  American  acquiescence,  a  thing  is 
eonsidered  as  effenitnally  done,  if  the  declaration 
that  it  is  dona  be  made  in  langnage  of  Ume 
present,  notwithstanding  the  time  of  perform- 
ance is  in  the  same  breath  declared  to  be  in 
time  futnre.  Having  thos  secured  the  cononr- 
rence  of  the  American  administration,  the  next 
part  of  the  scheme  was  bo  to  arrange  the  ei- 
preMon  that  either  the  British  Government 
shonld  not  accede,  or  if  it  did  aocede,  that  it 
ahoold  secure  to  France  the  point  of  honor — a 
previoos  revocation  by  the  British ;  and  if  they 
did  not  accede,  that  there  shoold  be  a  color  for 
■einirea  and  eeqaestrations,  and  thus  still 
(brther  to  bind  tiie  Americans  over  to  their 
good  behavior.  All  this  Is  attained  by  tliia 
well-devised  eipres^on  "it  being  nnderatood 
that,  in  oonseqneoce  of  this  declaration,  the 
English  ehall  revoke." 


Now,  Great  Britain  either  would  aooede  to 
the  terms,  or  she  would  not.  If  she  did,  and 
did  it  as  the  terms  required,  in  oonsequenoe  of 
this  declaration,  then  it  mnst  l>e  dwie  previona 
to  the  first  of  November,  and  then  the  point  of 
honor  was  saved  to  Franoe ;  so  that  thna 
France,  by  a  revocation  verbally  present,  effect- 
ually future,  wonld  attain  an  efiectnal  previona 
revocation  iVom  the  English.  Bnt  if,  as  France 
expected  Great  Britain  wonld  not  trnst  in  such 
p^>er  security,  and  therefore  not  revoke,  pre- 
viously to  the  first  of  November,  then  an  apol- 
agy  might  be  found  for  France,  to  jnstity  her  in 
refhsing  to  effectnate  that  present,  future,  and 
abaolnte^  conditional  revocation.  And  if  ever 
the  Buke  of  Cadore  shall  condescend,  which  it 
is  probable  he  never  will,  to  reasoa  with  onr 
Government  on  the  subject,  he  may  tell  them 
tbat  they  knew  that  the  Frentdi  Emperor  had 
iasned  those  decrees,  noon  the  pledge  that  they 
were  to  continne  antil  the  British  abandoned 
their  maritime  priDciples ;  that  he  told  as,  over, 
and  over,  and  over  again,  that  previona  revooa>- 
tion  by  the  Briti^  was  abaolately  reijdred; 
that  for  the  porpose  of  patting  to  trial  the 
sincerity  of  the  British,  he  liad  indeed  declared 
that  the  French  decrees  "are  revoked,"  on  the 
first  day  of  November  ensuing ;  bnt  then  it 
was  on  the  eipresasd  condition  that  in  omim- 
gaenea  qf  that  declaration,  not  of  the  revoca- 
tion, bnt  of  tAat  dtelaratian,  the  British  were 
to  revoke,  and,  if  they  did  not,  the  "  nnder- 
standing"  was  not  realised ;  and  his  riglite  of 
enfbrclDg  his  system  renmned  to  him.  And  I 
confess  I  do  not  well  see  what  answer  can  be 
made  to  Mtdi  an  argnment.  Let  as  examine 
the  case  in  common  life.  Yon,  Mr,  Speaker, 
have  two  separate  tracts  of  land,  each  lying 
behind  the  terms  of  A  and  B,  so  that  yon  can- 
not get  to  one  of  the  tracts,  without  goin^  over 
the  farm,  of  A,  nor  to  the  other  tract  withont 
going  over  the  ikrni  of  B,  For  some  cause  or 
other,  both  A  and  B  have  a  mntaal  interest 
that  yon  should  ei^oy  the  right  of  paasage  to 
yonr  tract,  over  the  farm  of  eadi  respectively. 
A  and  B  get  into  qoarrels  and  wi^  to  involve 
yon  in  the  dispnte.  .Yon  keep  aloof,  bnt  are 
perpetnally  negotiating  with  each  for  jonr  old 
right  of  passage-way,  and  telling  each  thatit  u 
owing  to  him  that  Ue  other  prohibits  your  en- 
joyment of  it.  At  last  A  says  "Come.  We 
will  pot  this  B  to  trial.  1  on  this  fifth  day  of 
August,  declare  my  prohibitions  of  passage-way 
are  revoked,  and,  after  the  first  day  ot  Novem- 
ber, my  prohibitions  diall  cease  to  have  effect ; 
bnt,  it  is  understood  that  B,  in  eontegvmct  qf 
thit  dtdaratum,  shall  also  revoke  his  prohibi- 
tion of  passage-way."  If  B  refuses,  does  A, 
onder  the  oircnmstancee  of  sach  a  declaration, 
violate  any  obligation,  shonld  he  refuse  to  per- 
mit the  passage!  Might  not  A  urge  witbf^eat 
color  and  force  of  argument,  that  this  arrange- 
ment was  the  e&ct  of  ^onr  solicitation  and  as- 
surance that  B  would  be  tempted  by  such  a 
proffer,  and  that  the  revocation  of  B  was  r&- 
qaircd,  by  the  terms,  to  be  the  consequence  of 
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A'b  declaration,  for  Qie  very  porpose  of  iadi- 
oatios  that  il  most  be  anterior  to  tbe  ftct  of 
A'b  «Abotaal  revocation  t  Bnt  let  tbia  be  as  it 
will ;  sappose  that  jojl,  on  the  first  of  NoTem- 
ber,  in  oonseqnenoe  of  A'b  aaeurance,  had  mat 
jonr  aervanta  and  teams  to  bring  home  70W 
prodaots,  and  A  sboold  aeize  ^onr  oxen,  and 
teama  and  piodncts,  and  drive  joar  Eerrants, 
after  having  Htripped  them,  from  hia  farm,  and 
sboold  tell  700,  that  he  ahonld  keep  this,  and 
all  other  property  of  yours,  on  which  he  can 
lay  his  bands,  for  three  montha,  and  then  he 
should  restore  it  to  yon,  or  not,  as  be  saw  fit, 
according  to  his  opinioB  of  yonr  good  behavior. 
I  aek,  if^  in  any  aense,  yon  oonld  truly  say  that 
on  the  first  day  of  November  the  proldbitiona 
or.  edicts  of  A  were  so  revoked,  that  they  ceased 
to  violate  yonr  liberty  of  paasaget  Sir,  when 
viewed  in  relation  to  common  life,  the  idea  is  so 
absord,  that  it  would  be  abaolntely  aboaive  to 
aak  the  qnestion.  I  refer  the  deeiMon  of  so 
ample  a  ease  to  the  eonnd  sense  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  and  not  to  that  of  "  scurvy  polici- 
dons,  wbo  seem  to  aee  the  things  they  do  not." 
In  a  oondensed  form  my  aranmeot  is  this.  From 
a  revocation  merely  verbd,  no  obligatitms  re- 
snlL  By  the  terms  of  onr  act  the  revocation 
most  be  effectaal,  "  so  aa  the  edict  shall  cease 
to  violate  our  rights."  Now  tito  ample  qoee- 
tion  is,  whether  a  nnifbrm  seinre,  since  the 
first  of  November,  under  those  edicts  (for  none 
other  are  pretended)  of  all  their  property,  and 
holding  it  for  three  months,  to  see  how  they 
will  behave,  be  or  be  not  a  violation  of  the 
rights  of  the  American  people  I  In  relation  to 
the  revival  by  a  formal  deelaration  of  the  non- 
interoonne  system,  as  is  proposed  in  one  of 
theae  sections,  I  offer  this  argnmsnt :  Either  the 
fact,  on  wbioh  the  Fretddent'a  proclamation 
oonld  alone  have  been  issued,  has  ooonrred  or 
it  has  noL  If  it  baa  ooonrred,  then  the  law  of 
March,  180S,  is  revived,  and  thu  provision,  by  a 
declarative  law,  is  nnneoeesary.  If  it  have  not 
ooonrred,  then  there  is  no  obligation  to  revive 
it,  for  alone  on  the  oconrrenoe  of  the  specified 
Oct  does  onr  obligation  depend.  In  snch  ease 
the  revival  by  declaration,  is  a  mere  gratnity  to 
Napoleon.  This  is  in  fact  the  troe  character  of 
the  law.  As  to  the  provisions  for  relief  of  onr 
merohanta  against  anticipated  seizure,  I  hold 
them  Bcaroely  deserving  connderation.  Heaven 
be  praised  we  have  independent  tribnoals  and 
intdligeot  jories,  Onr  jadges  are  not  corrupt 
and  onr  yeomanry  wiU  not  be  swayed  in  their 
deurions,  by  the  hope  of  presidential  favors, 
nor  be  guided  by  party  infiuenoe.  The  harpiea 
of  your  cnatom-hoose  dare  as  soon  eat  off  their 
own  claws,  as  thrust  them,  in  the  present  state 
of  the  law  of  Uaroh,  160S,  into  the  fatnen  of 
their  feiiow- citizens.  The  timorous  and  lights 
ahnnning  herd  of  spies  and  informers  have  too 
mnch  instinct  to  pounce  on  such  a  prey. 

But,  in  order  to  eanse  any  obligation  to  result 
under  the  law  of  May  1,  I810,  it  is  neceesary, 
not  only  that  the  &et  required  l>e  done,  and  the 
effect  required  produced ;  but  also  the  tenus  of 


that  act  must  be  acoepted.  The  proffer  we 
made,  if  snch  be  the  character  of  that  act,  was 
only  to  revive  the  nou-interconiBe  law  sgtiiot 
the  oontumaotons  belligerent,  after  three  manths 
had  expired  from  the  date  of  the  proclamatiaa. 
Now  it  in  remarkable,  that,  so  &r  froc)  acoqit- 
ing  tiie  terms  of  the  proportion  oontnn«d  n 
our  act,  as  the  extent  of  onr  obligatiens,  fiooa- 
parte  expressly  tells  ns  that  they  mean  aonw- 
thingelse;  and  something,  too,  tb«t  no  mania 
this  Eouee  will  dare  to  aver  they  really  iBtead. 
It  is  also  remarkable  that  the  terms  of  tUi 
celebrated  letter  from  the  Dnke  of  Cadore,  of 
the  fifth  of  August,  which  have  been  repreeeat- 
ed  as  a  relaxation  in  the  rigat  of  the  FrtuA 
Emperor's  policy,  are,  in  fact,  something  «ona 
than  the  original  terms  of  the  Milan  decree^ 
and  that,  instead  of  having  obtained  a  boeo 
from  a  friend  in  this  boasted  letter,  our  Ad- 
minisbation  have  only  canght  a  gripe  Irnaa 
Tartar.  By  the  terms  of  the  Mibui  dei3«b  it 
was  to  "  cease  with  respect  to  all  nations  rto 
compelled  the  English  to  reject  tkeir  flag." 
By  tiie  terms  of  the  letter  of  Oadore,  it  was  to 
cease  on  condition  that  the  United  Ststv 
"  cause  their  rights  to  be  req>ected."  Now,  la 
much  as  an  obligation,  of  an  indefinite  citEnt, 
is  worse  than  a  definite  obligation,  just  so  jboA 
worse  are  the  terms  of  the  letter  of  Oadoce, 
than  the  orinnal  terms  of  the  Milan  decree. 
Mr.  Spteke^  let  us  not  be  deceived  oanoeraing 
the  policy  of  the  French  Emperor.  It  is  iteni, 
DUrelaatuig,  and  unrelaxiDg.  So  far  from  any 
deviation  from  his  original  system  being  indi- 
cated in  this  letter  of  the  Duke  of  Csdore,  a 
strict  adherence  to  it  is  fbrmally  and  earsMj 
expressed.  Ever  mnce  the  commauMment  of 
"hia  oontinental  system,"  aa  it  is  called,  tlie 
policy  of  Napoleon  has  uiuformly  been  to  obliga 
the  United  States  to  effectn^  co-operatica  in 
that  systemi.  As  early  as  the  Ith  of  Octolw, 
1807,  bis  minister,  Ohampagnj,  wrote  to  Gen- 
eral Armstrong,  that  the  interests  of  all  mari- 
time powers  were  common,  to  unite  in  support 
of  their  rigto  agaiuat  England.  After  this  - 
followed  tiie  emba^o,  which  eo^«perated  e%d- 
ually  at  the  very  critical  moment,  in  his  great 
plan  of  oontinental  oommercia].  reatriction.  On 
the  Mth  of  the  ensuing  November,  he  rceottt 
to  the  same  language — "  in  violating  the  rigbti 
of  all  nations  England  has  united  them  all  by  a 
common  interwt^  and  it  is  for  them  to  have  le- 
ooutse  to  force  agwnat  her."  He  then  proceed! 
to  invite  the  United  States  to  take  "  witb  the 
whole  continent  the  part  (rf  guaranteeing  itself 
from  her  injustice,  and  in  forcing  her  to  a 
peace." 

On  the  16th  of  January,  1606,  he  is  kmm- 
what  more  pointed  and  positive,  as  to  onr  ett- 
cient  oononrrence  in  his  plan  of  policy,  f^ 
his  Minister,  Champagny,  then  telle  oa,  tM 
"  His  Mtuesty  has  no  donbt  of  a  declarstiaD  « 
war  against  Bnsland  by  the  United  States,"  and 
he  then  proceeds  to  take  the  trouble  of  d«Ur- 
ing  war  out  of  oar  hands,  and  volcDteers  bis 
services,  gratuitously,  to  declare  It,  in  oar  naaie 


,L-ooglc 


DEBATES  OF  GONOBESS. 


,  MU.] 


[H.  o»  R. 


■nd  behnlt  "  W^r  ezista  then,  in  bot,  between 
England  uid  the  Voited  BtateB;  ud  His  Ma- 
ietty  coiMidera  it  as  declared  ttom  the  ihj  on 
which  England  pnbllahed  her  deoreea."  And 
in  (M^er  to  make  awnranee  dcmblf  sure,  he  w- 
qoesterB  our  veMels  in  his  portJi,  "  until  a  deoi- 
wa  may  be  had  on  the  di^xxitions  to  be  ez 
preesed  b;  the  United  States"  on  his  proposi 
tion  of  coDsidering  thenuelTeB  "  aasociat^  ii 
the  cause  of  all  the  powen,"  agaiiut  England. 
Now  in  all  this  there  is  no  deception,  and  can 
be  no  mistake,  as  to  the  pnrpoee  of  his  policj. 
He  tdU  OS,  as  plain  as  language  can  ipealc,  that 
"  by  oausing  our  rights  to  be  reapected,"  he 
means  war,  on  bis  side,  against  Great  Brit^. 
That  "onr  intereeta  are  common" — that  he 
coneideTS  oa  already  "associates  in  tbe  i 
md  Out  he  seqneetera  onr  property  by  way  of 
aecnrity  for  oai  diaporitionB.  This  is  fais  old 
policy.  I  pray  some  gentlemen  on  the  other 
nde  of  tbe  HoDie  to  point  ont  in  what  it  dif- 
fers from  tbe  naw.  Tlie  letter  of  Cadore  on 
tbe  fifth  of  August  tells  ns,  it  is  eipected  that 
we  "canae  oor  rights  to  be  respected,  in  con- 
formi^  to  onr  act,"  and  the  same  letter  also 
tell»  ns  wliat  he  ncderstands  to  be  the  meaning 
4^  onr  act.  '*In  short,  Congren  engegee  to 
oppoee  itself  to  that  one  of  tbe  twUigerent 
powen  which  shall  reftiae  to  acknowledge  the 
righta  of  neutrals."  In  other  words,  "by  caus- 
ing onr  rights  to  be  respected,"  he  means  war 
on  bis  nde  against  Great  Britain.  In  perfect 
conformity  with  this  uniform,  undeTiating  pol- 
icy, his  Hintster,  Tmreaii,  tells  onr  Govern- 
ment, in  his  letter  of  the  asth  of  Kovemtwr 
last,  that  "  the  modificatioDB  to  be  given  to  the 
preaent  absolnte  eiclnsion  of  oor  products  will 
Dot  depend  upon  the  chance  of  events,  but  will 
be  tbe  result  of  messares,  firm  and  pnrsned 
witb  perseTersnoe,  which  the  two  Governments 
wiU  continne  to  adopt  to  withdraw  from  the 
tnoDoptdj  and  from  the  rezations  of  the  com- 
mon enemy  a  oommerce  loyal  and  neoeesary  to 
Fraoce  as  well  as  the  United  States."  And  to 
tbe  end,  thatno  onefeatureof  his  polioyshonld 
be  changed,  or  even  appear  to  be  relaxed, 
his  ExcelientT-  the  Bnka  of  Kaasa,  and  his 
Excellency  the  Doke  of  Gaete,  in  their  re- 
speetiTe  letten  of  the  SSth  of  December,  de- 
dare,  that  the  property  taken,  shall  be  "  only 
seqoestered  natil  the  United  Btates  have  fal- 
filted  their  engagements  to  eanse  their  rights  to 
be  respected."  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  there  a 
man  iu  this  Hotise  bold  enongh  to  maintain,  or 
with  capacity  enongh  to  point  onf,  any  materiaJ 
variation  between  the  policy  of  France  to  this 
oountry,  subsequent  to  the  Cadore  letter,  of  the 
Btb  of  Angnst,  and  its  policy  anterior  to  that 

Giriod  1  The  charooterof  the  policy  is  one  and 
divisible,  Bonaparte  had  not  yielded  one 
DM^  to  onr  Administration.  Now,  as  he  neither 
performed  the  act  required  by  the  law  of  Hay, 
1810;  nor  produced  the  effect;  nor  accepted 
the  terms  it  proposed ;  whence  arise  onr  obK- 
gationsf  How  is  onrfsith  plighted!  In  what 
wftj  are  we  bound  again  to  lanncli  our  country 


into  this  dark  sea  of  restriction  ;  surrounded  on 
all  sides  with  perils  and  penaltieB  f 

The  true  nature  of  this  Cadore  pollc?  is  alone 
to  be  discovered  in  the  character  of  his  master. 
Napoleon  is  a  universal  genius.  "  He  can  ei- 
chuige  shapes  with  Protens  to  advantage."  He 
heidtatesattio  means  and  commands  every  skill. 
He  toys  with  the  weak — he  tampers  with  the 
mean — he  browbeats  the  haughty — with  the 
canning  tie  is  a  serpenL  For  the  courageous 
be  has  teeth  and  talons.  For  tbe  cowering  he 
has  hoofs.  He  found  onr  Admiaistration  a  pen 
and  ink  gentiT — parchment  poMeians ;  and  he 
has  laid,  for  these  ephemeral  essences,  a  paper 
fly-trap,  dipped  in  French  honey.  Herenlee, 
finding  that  be  could  not  reach  our  Adminis- 
tration with  his  dub,  and  that  they  were  out 
of  their  witfl  at  the  sight  of  his  lion's  skin,  baa 
condescended  to  meet  them  in  petticoats,  and 
conquer  them,  spinning  at  their  own  distaiF. 

As  to  those  who,  oQer  the  evidence  now  in 
our  bauds,  deny  that  the  decreee  exist,  I  can  no 
more  reason  witii  them  than  with  those  who 
should  deny  tbe  sun  to  be  In  the  firmament,  at 
noon-day.  The  decrees  revoked  1  The  formal 
statnte  &ct  of  a  despot  revoked  by  the  breath  of 
his  servile  Minister  ;  uttered  on  conditions  not 
performed  by  Great  Britun,  and  claiming  terms 
not  intended  to  be  performed  by  us  I  'Die  tii- 
ness  of  our  commerce  secure,  iriien  every  wind 
of  heaven  ts  burdened  with  the  sighs  of  onr 
suffering  aeamen,  and  tbe  coast  of  tbe  whole 
continent  heaped  with  the  plunder  of  oar  mer- 
chants 1  The  den  of  tbe  tiger  safe  I  Yet  the 
tracks  of  those  who  enter  it  are  innumerable, 
□ot  a  trace  is  to  be  seen  of  a  returning  foot- 
step I  The  den  of  the  tiger  safe  I  While  tbe 
cry  of  the  mangled  victims  are  heard  through 
tbe  odamantiee  walls  of  fais  cave  ;  cries,  wfaich 
despair  and  anguish  ntter,  and  which  despotism 
'tself  cannot  stifle  I 

No,  Mr.  Speaker.  Let  us  speak  the  trulb. 
The  act  now  proposed  is  required  by  no  obliga- 
tion. It  is  wholly  gretU!  tons.  Cul  it  then  by 
its  proper  name.  loe  first  fruit  of  French  al- 
liance. A  token,  a  transatiantio  submission. 
Any  thingezoept  an  act  of  an  American  Con- 
gress, the  Itepresentatives  of  freemen. 

The  preaent  is  the  most  favwable  moment  for 
the  abwidonment  of  thcae  restrictions,  unless  a 
settled  co-ooeration  with  the  French  continental 
system  be  determined.  We  have  tendered  the- 
provisiona  of  this  act  tobothbelligerente.  Both 
Dave  accepted — both,  la  principals,  cr  by  their 
agents,  have  deceived  n«. 

We  talk  of  the  edicts  of  George  the  Third  and 
Napoleon.  Tet  those  of  the  President  of  the 
Umted  States,  under  vour  law,  are  far  more  de- 
testable to  your  merehanta.  Th«r  edicts  plon- 
dered  the  rich.  His  make  those  who  are  poor 
still  poorer.  Their  decrees  attack  the  extremi- 
ties. His  proclamaUon  fixes  upon  the'vit^ 
and  checks  the  action  of  the  seat  of  commercial 


I  know  that  great  hopee  are  entertained  of  re- 
lief frran  the  proposed  law,  by  the  prospect  of 
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R  Briti^  regeiicy.  B«twMa  a  mad  monaroh 
tiDiI  a  rimp«ring  aoocessor,  it  is  expected  the 
wbole  Byatem  of  that  nation  will  be  abandoned. 
Let  gentlemen,  bew&re,  and  not  ealonlate  too 
oertamiy  on  the  itaifllment,  l^-  man  in  power,  of 
profenioDS  made  out  of  it.  The  majority  need 
not  go  out  of  001"  own  cooutrj,  nor  beyond 
their  own  practice,  to  be  aoavinced  how  eitnlj, 
in  ench  case*,  prond  pronuaea  ma?  erentoate  in 
meagre  performance. 

The  whole  bearing  of  my  argmaent  ii  to  thii 
point  It  ii  time  to  take  oor  own  righta  into 
onr  own  keeping.  It  is  tdma,  if  we  wiU  not  pro- 
tect, to  refrain  mim  hampering,  by  oar  own  acta, 
the  commerce  of  our  country.  Pot  yoar  mer- 
chants no  longer  under  the  gaardianaliip  and 
caprice  of  foreign  powere.  Ponish  not,  at  the 
instigation  of  foreigners,  yonr  own  citizens  foi 
fallowing  their  ri^teoQa  calling.  We  owe  noth- 
ing to  France.  We  owe  nothing  to  Qreat  Brit- 
ain. We  owe  every  thing  to  the  American  peo- 
ple. Let  as  show  ourselves  really  independent ; 
and  look  to  a  grptAful,  a  powatM,  and  then 
united  people,  for  si^port  against  every  aggrea- 
aor. 

Mr.  HcMVosn. — The  gentleman  (If  r.  Qdikqt) 
from  Uassachnsetts  has  given  ni  a  long  talk, 
tliat  amused  the  Eons*  very  much  with  tropes 
and  figares,  and  i  hope  has  convinced  himself 
that  he  is  righb  I  am  no  advocate  of  either 
belligerent,  I  have  not  mnoh  confidence  in  the 
declsratioDB  of  foreign  GoTernmenta,  I  did, 
however,  put  soma  confidence  in  the  Erskine 
arrancement,  but  I  was  deceived ;  it  met  my 
opprooation,  because  I  was  among  those  who 
were  determined  to  settle  onr  dispntea  with 
Oreat  Britain  in  our  own  way,  as  an  independ- 
ent nation.  And  I  will  now  ask  the  gentieman 
from  Massacbasetta  whether.  If  the  Ohanoellor 
of  the  Exefaeqner,  or  any  other  higher  authority 
In  Oreat  Britain,  should  write  a  letter  to  Sir 
WiUiam  Scott,  and  a  circular  letter  to  -the  Col- 
lector of  Liverpool,  infumuDg  them  that  the 
Orders  in  Conncil  did  not  apply  to  American 
sela  ttom  and  after  the  1st  November,  he  would 
not  deem  those  letters  to  be  evidence  of  the 
fcot)  If  BO,  why  not  nvethe  same  credence 
to  the  letters  ot  the  Doke  of  Massa  and  the 
Doc  de  Qaetet    I  wish  to  preeerve  the  &itb  of 


n  the  other;  but  withoat  some  reliance 
on  the  word  of  oonetitnted  anthoritiaa  there  is 
an  end  to  all  negotiations.  The  gentleman  says 
that  we  are  aboat  to  shut  up  "the  only  avenae 
to  our  commercial  hope."  These  are  his  own 
wcsds.  Let  us  now  eiamine  this  aveune  to  onr 
commercial  hope.  I  will  in  the  r  at  place  ask 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  while  I  read  and 
state  soma  facta  irom  a  letter  I  have  just  re- 
caived  from  Liverpool,  dated  January  6,  of  the 

Ereeent  year,  from  one  of  the  most  reapectable 
onaes  there,  which  atates  that  the  iroportaiiun 
of  cotton  from  the  United  States  waa  820,000 
bales  in  ISIO;  that  there  were  then  14fi,000 
bales  on  hand ;  tobacco  imported  in  the  same  I 


period,  14,700  hogdieads;  and  notwiihetwd- 
ingtlie  conaomption,  the  qnaotity-iniportedkHt 
the  market  supplied  constantly  with  about  la* 
same  nnmber  of  bt^sheada  throDghont  tbe  jeir 
leiO.  Potashes  imported  28,»40  bam^  oa 
hand  18,000  barrels:  rica 80,000 imported, and 
there  remain  on  hand  very  la^  sDpp&a 
Those  are  tbeprindpalartlcleaof  thejaMOBKof 
c»ir  soil  tiusold  on  eth  Janoaiy,  1611,  in  tbs 
port  of  Liverpool  alone,  besides  the  qniatitits 
in  the  other  porta  ot  Great  Britain ;  lod  th* 


This  supply  cheob  luy 
attempt  at  ^mculatioii,  and  withoat  an  eiprat 
vent  is  procured,  the  stock  on  hand  must  remaii 
nosalablei  if  the  belligerents  return  to  aiost 
of  jQBtica,  the  continental  markets  being  in  tliit 
caee  re-opened,  will  re^jnire  large  snppUes,  tod 
cause  onr  market  to  rise."  The  prices  of  up- 
land cotton  are  stated  at  ISd.  sterling  pwlU; 
tobacco,  very  primi^  4d.  to  Td.,  middliDg  qut 
ity,  great  qoantity  on  hand,  fit  only  tor  oooti' 
nentalmarket,atlia4d.;  iwt-aahee£43 to£U 
per  ton — rice  li  to  28  per  cwt."  Sir,  there  ii 
no  American  merchant  who  can  porsna  thit 
commerce,  attended  with  the  enonnoaa  eliar|M 
and  dntiea  imposed  on  those  articles  without 
inevitable  min ;  and  I  call  to  the  recollectios  of 
gentlemen  the  numerous  failnres  in  conaeqaaies 
of  biUs  of  exchange  returned  under  prates^ 
which  had  been  predicated  oa  shipmeols  to 
British  ports;  and  yet  the  gentlnnan  from  Ids- 
saohoaetts  tells  us  this  is  "the  only  avenwta 
onr  commercial  hope."  Send  your  vasseb  tc 
the  Brazils,  yon  meet  them  there  intrigniDg 
against  your  commerce ;  to  Bnenoa  Ayies,  yon 
find  them  there;  to  Oayenne,  thrae  also;  to 
Terra  Firma,  yon  there  find  them  in  iMfvuio- 
tion  with  Uiranda  intrigninK  and  connteractiiig 
your  commerce;  to  Bubadoea,  Suriaaai,  D»- 
merara,  Trinidad,  Uartiniqae,  Goadaloope,  Ja- 
maica, Ac,  and  yon  are  met  with  enoniMai 
port  choree,  and  dntiee  amoonting  to  prohibi- 
tion on  the  staple  articles  of  the  New  £iigl*iid 
States ;  codfish,  beef,  pork,  butter,  lard,  chMH, 
hams,  &0.  It  is  true  we  are  admitted  «v«j 
now  and  then,  at  the  mere  will  and  eapiice  of 
a  governor,  to  import  into  tboae  colonies  floor 
at  a  duty  of  one  dollar  per  barrel ;  rice  and  Inia- 
ber  in  proportion ^  on  condition  ttial  yoo  ib«ll 
not  take  away  any  article  bat  rum  and  mols*- 
ses,  and  this  is  the  onlv  avenae  to  onr  toaantt- 
cial  hope.  They  are  like  the  locusts  of  Egjpt 
in  relation  to  our  commerce.  What  hss  b^ 
oom«of  vour  1,860,000  tons  of  shipping,  vslood 
at  fiity  dollars  per  ton,  amounting  to  ttT,MO- 
000,  one-third  of  which  belongs  to  Husschii- 
"*•"«  Is  the  gentleman  willing  to  snrrenda 
rying  trade  to  Great  Briuin  I  Le«  iam 
torn  his  attention  to  the  ports  of  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Norfolk,  Char!wtol^ 
and  New  Orleans,  and  he  will  find  that  Briti^ 
ahips  are  now  taking  the  Ivesd  out  of  the  monlhi 
of  his  own  constituents.  They  are  ensblsd  tc 
take  freight  on  so  much  lower  terms  than  Aio^ 
ican  Teasels  can  afford  to  do  it  in  cooseqaenceot 
the  very  great  difference  of  dotiea  in  Greai  Bnt- 
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aia,  between  iinporWdoiM  in  America  or  in 
Bri^sfa  ship,  that  we  eannot  compete  with  them 
imlMB  jOD  will  ooDDtervul  them,  and  take  a 
dedeiTe  rtand  in  defence  of  four  ooumierce  to 
eoBtiiMiktal  Eiinq>e,  and  oany  jonr  produce  di- 
rect to  tlie  oonninien,  and  be  do  foager  «nb- 
jeoted  to  be  Aeeoed  b;  tbe  monopolixera  and 
ntsilera  of  the  dd  world.  Thej  are  not  con- 
tent to  have  the  whole  prodacti  of  yonr  soil  de- 
poaited  on  their  Idand,  on  which  tbef  receive 
tax  enonnoaa  import,  and  raise  an  exlra  wsr 
tax,  bceidee;  bnt  tbej  will  claim  verj'  aoon  the 
■xdo^VB  right  to  carry  it  when  and  where  tbej 
pleate  in  their  own  ehipe.  We  are  tbos  reduced 
to  a  vone  aitnatioik  tun  in  a  itate  of  coloniia- 
tion;  we  have  now  all  the  disadvautagee  of 
b^Dg  pimidered  hj  their  luiTy,  and  none  of  the 
adTBiitaget  of  reoeiriDg  its  protection,  althongh 
tbej  have  die  impadenoe  to  charge  us  fonr  per 
oent.  oonroy  daty  on  their  gewgaws  and  mana- 
ftetarea,  which  oonvoy  they  do  not  give  na. 
Can  thia  be  a  desirable  state  of  tilings?  And 
if  pwaevered  ii>,  I  am  connnced  the  commerce 
flf  the  United  Stotea  will  descend  into  the  same 
tomb  with  the  gentleman's  story  of  the  coffin. 
There  are  three  classes  of  your  citiiens  to  be 
provided  for,  as  contemplated  in  the  provisions 
of  this  bill — fii8t,Beqaestrat]ona  in  France,  Spain, 
Italy,  Holland,  Deemarlc,  Bweden,  Fnugia,  and 
Boaria.  Second,  those  who  have  sailed  to  France 
nnder  the  faith  of  the  Dake  of  Oadoro's  letter 
of  the  etb  of  AagosL  Third,  Importers  of  Bri^ 
iab  mann&otiffea.  But  it  wonid  teem  by  the 
ai^nments  1  have  heard  advanced  in  this  House 
that  there  were  only  the  latter  chus  to  be  pro- 
vided for,  and,  as  I  presame  Britieh  preoeaent 
and  MitiMrity  vriU  be  admitted  by  tbe  gentle- 
man frmn  Masuohosetts  to  be  good  evidence,  I 
will  inform  liim  and  the  Honse,  what  was  the 
eoncnrrent  testimony  of  the  English  merchanta 
before  tbe  Iibt  of  the  Uooee  of  Commons  on  the 
anbje«t  of  exports  and  imports  of  the  Umted 
Btatea.  Tbey  stated  on  oath  that  the  experts 
to  the  United  States  were  abont  twelve  mil- 
Hona  staling,  and  that  the  imports  were  about 
four  millions  on  an  average  fur  the  years  1B02, 
1808,  tSOi,  when  there  were  no  decrees  against 
Americaa  oommeroe,  and  coneeqaently  it  took 
its  own  natnral  channel  and  snppiied  each  mar- 
ket according  to  its  natnral  oonenrnption.  The 
difii>rencse  between  export  and  import'  being 
about  ei^t  millions  sterling  agwist  us.  Those 
FnH'TJ*  merchants  state  that  it  was  made  up 
and  received  Irom  onr  trade  with  continental 
Enrope;  this  has  not  been  disproved  by  the 
British  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  nor  by 
his  friend  Stevens,  of  War  in  Di^goise — it  is  a 
foot ;  they  cannot  deny  it.  And  shall  we  be  told 
abont  the  profitable  commerce  with  Great  Brit- 
ain? After  a  statement  of  these  facts,  shall 
we  go  OD  tocoii^theirwBrehonses  with  twelve 
Tirillinwi  aterling  of  prodaoe,  when  their  own 
hrtemal  ooosnmpUon  does  not  exceed  fonr  mil- 
lions sterling!  Ihopenot;  and  I  do  trust  that 
tiie  time  is  not  &r  distant  when  we  shall  assert 
■nd  deCwd  our  jnct  righia, 


Mr.  Blusduj- — Hr.  Speaker ;  nothing  would 
induce  me  to  addrees  you  at  this  late  honr, 
while  there  Is  so  great  a  commotion  in,  and  so 
many  tokens  of  impatience  manifested  by,  the 
House,  but  a  sense  of  dutj',  and  a  deeire  to  lend 
my  feeble  aid  Id  arr«eting  the  progress  <rf  a 
measure  wUch,  in  my  opinion,  involves  a  qtiee- 
tion  of  no  lees  importance  than  whether  we  are 
prniared,  after  having  been  insulted,  robbed, 
and  deceived,  by  the  French  Emperor,  to  fbltow 
the  fittal  example  of  the  petty,  servile  States  of 
£urtq>e,  and  throw  this  people  intj  the  embraces 
of  that  monster,  at  whoee  perfidy  and  oorrnption 
Lncifer  blnshes  end  HeU  itself  stands  astonished. 
If  I  understand  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  its  principal  object  is 
to  r(«ew  tbe  non-interoouree  of  1609,  so  far  aa 
it  respeots  Great  Britain,  which  was  previously 
attempted  to  Ik  revived  by  the  prootunation  of 
the  President  of  the  second  of  iO'ovember  last. 
I  fibonld  have  supposed  that,  rather  than  h^ve 
made  so  glaring  a  confeseion  that  that  State 

Kper  misstated  tact,  tbe  gentleman  would  have 
en  dissuaded  from  his  darling  ol^eot,  the  noa- 
interoonrse.  Bnt  it  seems  that  when  it  oomes 
in  competition  with  the  views  of  Napoleon,  the 
veracity  of  the  Preeident  must  be  Bacrinced, 
But,  sir,  convinced  as  I  am,  that  onr  paper  war, 
which  has  been  applied  to  all  purposes,  even  to 
calling  out  the  army,  rusing  tne  militia,  press- 
ing the  horses,  .Ae^  and  seadiw  them  on  an 
expedition  the  distance  of  five  hnodred  miles, 
with  express  orders  not  to  fight,  has  damned 
the  character  of  this  Government,  broken  down 
the  spirit  of  the  natioa,  embarrasaed  oar  citizens, 
and  emptied  the  late  overflowing  Treasury,  so 
as  to  render  the  resort  to  txirrowing  necessary; 
I  cannot  bat  hope  that  the  emeadment  on  your 
table  will  be  r^eot«d  to  give  place  to  an  amend- 
ment offered  some  days  ego  by  an  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Emoit,)  when 
this  bill  was  nnder  diaoiueion  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Sir,  if  I  nijderstand  that  amendment,  it  went 
to  snqwnd  the  whole  reatrictive  system,  excqit 
the  third  section  of  the  law  of  Hay  last,  which 
saves  fines  and  forfeitures  incurred  under  our 
various  reatfiotions.  This  amendment,  to  be 
anre,  otuingeB  the  position  recommended  by  the 
Executive,  hut  not  much  more  tban  the  bill, 
with  tbe  addition  of  the  amendment  now  under 
consideration.  Although  It  becomes  thia  House 
to  pay  due  deference  to  Executive  recorameiid- 
ationa;  yet,  if  there  are  good  reasons  for  a 
departore  from  mch  reoommendations,  it  eqnall  j 
tieeomes  the  members  of  this  House,  out  of  a 
regard  to  tbe  correctness  of  their  own  proceed- 
ioga,  to  make  such  a  departme  correspond  with 
the  reasons  which  produced  it.  The  poeition 
recommended  by  the  Executive  made  its  first 
appearance  in  aahort  paragraph  in  the  Pred- 
dent's  Ueasage,  recommending  such  a  modifioa- 
tion  of  the  Uw  of  Uay  last,  as  would  remove 
all  doubts  as  to  its  expoution  and  execntioo; 
for  the  details  of  snoh  modiflcation  we  are 
referred  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
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Treasory.  In  thii  r^iort  ve  Snd  »  project  re- 
oomnKnded  to  enforce  the  non-importation 
■gunat  English  mercluuidise  of  every  Kind  and 
from  every  oonntry.  In  the  &nt  plaee,  by 
■"■Une  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  de- 
elaring  that  the  French  e^cta  h&d  ceased  to 
Tiolate  onr  nentral  oommerce  on  the  first  day 
of  November  laet,  the  onlv  evideoM  of  that 
fiiot ;  and  in  the  wnond  plaoe,  by  aath(»iung 
the  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  to  enter  ships, 
dwelling-honsee,  stores,  or  any  other  pUo&  to 
search  for  and  seise  merobaoaise  SDflp«cted  of 
being  imported  contrary  to  law,  and  making  a 
donation  of  tjie  boon  so  seized  to  the  wretch 
who  should  be  hardy  enoog^  In  deflanoe  of  aU 
moral  obligation,  thns  to  rob  his  neighbor;  and 
in  the  third  plaaa,  by  declaring  all  merehaodiae 
so  seized  in  tiie  Northern  section  of  the  Union, 
a4j<dning  the  Kitish  provincea,  to  be  forfeited, 
nntesa  by  a  palpable  invennon  of  the  rule  of 
evidence  in  all  other  cases,  and  even  in  thia 
oaae,  adopted  in  all  other  sections  of  the  Union, 
he  is  able  to  prove  that  the  merchandise  was 
legally  imported  and  the  duties  paid — with 
many  other  provisioDs,  all  of  which  bave  been 
laid  before  this  House,  in  the  first  bill  on  the 
solgeot  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Formgn 
Relations,  the  detuls  of  which  are  too  veil  re- 
collected to  need  pointing  oat,  or  to  be  soflered 
to  meet  a  public  investigation  at  this  time. 

But,  sir  with  all  due  deference  to  the  high 
ministerial  officer  who  recommended  the  project, 
and  likewise  to  the  honoraUe  committee  who 
reported  the  bill,  I  may  be  allowed  to  pay  it 
the  compliment  of  Baying  that,  in  my  opinim, 
I»evious  to  the  reign  of  Uiat  tyrant,  who,  by  a 
military  force,  sided  by  projecte  of  this  kind, 
has  deetroyed  the  sanctuary  of  justice,  and  has 

2 read  pillage,  debauchery,  robbery,  and  death, 
rooghout  the  ereater  part  of  Europe;  snch  a 
bill  SB  that  would  have  been  scouted  ft«m  thia 
Hall  as  the  production  of  a  madman.  But  on 
r«cdTing  the  Message  of  the  Freddent,  coverimr 
the  letters  of  llr.  Bnasell,  the  Amerioan  Obi 
dea  Azures  at  Paris,  stating  that  Anieri 
Teneb,  loaded  widk  iinutjlde  pnq»er^  of  Amer- 
ioan citizens,  had  been  seizea  and  seqnaebsred 
in  the  ports  of  Franoe,  under  the  Beriin  and 
Ulan  decrees,  as  late  as  ^e  Hli  of  December, 
donhts  seemed  to  arise  in  this  Hoose,  whethtt* 
the  decrees  had  oeased  to  opetiite  on  the  first 
of  November,  as  the  Predoent  had  declared. 
And  the  bill  was  sent  back  to  the  committee, 
for  the  purpose,  as  I  understood,  of  bringing  in 
a  bill  to  HQspend  the  opwation  of  the  law  of 
May  last,  nntil  we  should  hear  from  France, 
whether  the  Emperor  had  disavowed  thoee 
seizures,  and  whetlier  the  decrees  had  aetoally 
ceased  to  operate  on  the  first  of  November. 
And  I  did  nnderatand  the  honorable  chairman 
of  the  committee,  and  several  other  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  to  say  on  that 
occasion,  that  if,  after  we  had  new  arrivals  from 
France,  that  did  not  prove  to  be  the  case,  they 
should  be  as  ready  as  any  gentiemon  to  repeal 
the  whole  code  of  reetrictive  laws  nntil  the 


Fmperor  should  learn  t«  respect  our  ri^ 
What  evidence  have  we  had  unoe  to  pve  u  i 
more  &yorable  prospect,  aa  it  respecta  tbe  mo- 
cation  of  tbe  decrees  t  Not  »  syllaUe.  Ba^ 
on  the  other  hnud,  we  hare  OMudnsiTe  evidMos 
that  they  were  not  so  revoked  that  their  Oftn- 
tion  ceased  on  that  day. 

If  it  be  asked  where  this  evidence  tppmt, 
the  answer  b  ready.  In  the  first  place,  by  the 
letter  of  the  Orond  Judge,  the  Ihike  i^  lu«a, 
to  the  Frerident  tri'  tbe  Oooncil  of  PriKa^  m 
also  by  the  letter  of  the  Hintatv  of  nnmN  to 
the  Direotor  Oeneial  of  the  ChHtoma,  badi 
dated  the  Seih  ctf  December,  fifteen  dayttfUr  Ik* 
manly  remtmstraDoe  ot  Mr.  Rnsadl,  in  the  «ss* 
ot  the  Orieao*  Paoket;  in  wl^ch  remooitnM* 
ha  states  the  ootrageons  coDdoot  of  the  ooslMi- 
house  offioeia,  and  requataapvomptandipssdy 
disavowal  of  tbe  suznrea,  and  that  the  pt^mty 
be  again  ^«oed  in  the  hand*  of  tbe  owmh. 
But,  sir,  is  there  any  thing  in  these  twokiiCH 
which  looks  like  a  disavowal  of  the  saisice  ia 
express  violaticm  of  the  prcoiiseof  tlwD<ik«<f 
Oadoret  No,  sir,  althoi^  these  Mteis  wet* 
written  fifteen  days  after  the  reoUHMnuMSff 
Mr.  Runell  Instead  of  thto  they  both  sgrs* 
that  the  decrees  did  not  cease  to  operate  ea  tbs 
first  of  November,  but  that  the  ui^erty  tabn 
with  the  Orleans  ticket,  and  all  the  javpsrty 
whioh  shoold  be  seixed  between  the  fint  of 
November  and  tbe  second  of  FelKuary,  moat 
remun  in  depot  to  wait  the  pteasore  ol  Che 
Emperor,  on  our  oaudng  our  ri^ta  to  be  »• 
spected  by  Eiwland. 

But  how,  Mr.  Speakw,  are  we  to  cause  oar 
ri^ta  to  be  respected  I  Is  it  by  merdy  revb- 
ing  the  law  of  May  last,  as  is  tbe  oiyect  of  tl||s 
ameiMhoentt  Certainly  this  is  not  th«r  bimd- 
iug;  for  both  these  letters  have  r^nenee  to 
that  law,  oa  well  as  the  proolamation  of  tbs 
President  giving  it  eS^  and  to  tbe  oireolar  rf 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  addressed  to  tb* 
oolleetors  of  the  several  ports,  enjoining  astiirt 
exeention  of  that  law.  No,  sir,  this  is  not 
what  is  to  be  done,  which  will  soli^  tbi 
Emperor.  He  who  flatters  himself  thM  tlw 
will  be  enffiaien^  shuts  hia  eyes  ^unat  offldd 
evidence  to  the  ooatnry ;  as  well  in  tbeabof*- 
reutad  letters,  writtMt  with  apeifeot  koml- 
edge  ot  the  performanoe  <hi  our  port,  and  th* 
prondse  of  a  perfwraonee  on  tbe  port  of  FisBo* 
on  the  first  day  of  November,  as  in  the  tettar 
of  the  ^nch  Minister  in  the  United  Stataa  o* 
the  18th  of  December,  in  which  we  are  CoU 
that  the  French  restrictions  on  our  cofnmarc* 
are  not  to  oease,  but  only  tm  the  result  oC  Sita 
and  energetic  messorea  to  be  adopted  and  per- 
severed in  by  the  two  Qovamments  againit  lbs 
oonunon  enemy. 

But  shall  I  be  told  that  the  letters  of  tbs 
Grand  Judge  and  Minister  of  Elnance  [wwimm 
that  the  property  taken  from  oar  oitizensBoss 
Ist  of  November  shonld  be  restored,  if  w* 
cause  the  law  to  be  carried  bto  effect  oAer  tbe 
2(1  day  of  February,  and  therefore  we  w«re  W 
believe  it  and  onght  to  wait  until  we  lust 
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whrther  that  has  been  the  case  ?  For  the  honor 
of  toy  Ooveniment,  I  hope  not.  Is  it  realt; 
oometothtB,  thfttwearebTongbt to  acknowledge 
that  tbe  Di^e  of  Cadore  was  correct  when  he 
tAld  GeDoral  Armstrong  that  His  Uf^estr  could 
pUoe  no  Tehanoe  on  the  American  Govem- 
ment  t  No,  Bir,  if  this  bo  tme,  for  heaven's 
Mke  let  us  not  express  it  Bnt  what  is  this 
amendment  which  re-«Dacta  the  law  of  Uaj 
last,  and  sach  pitifal  reasoning  as  I  have  heard 
on  tliia  oeoaalon,  hot  placing  our  seal  to  that 
in&moiu  in^DOattont  The  President,  on  the 
mere  promise  of  tbe  Minister  of  the  Emperor, 
that  the  Berlin  and  Uilan  decrees  Bbodd  cease 
to  operate  on  the  first  day  of  November,  placed 
'  (tail  ftith  and  relianoe  on  that  promise,  and 
iBned  his  proolamation  on  the  Sd,  preenming 


e  promiae  had  been  folfllled—and,  shall 
saj  that  the  Emperor  is  jnstiflahle  in  diebeliev- 
isg  the  law  of  May  last,  eolemnly  enacted  by 
the  three  hranchce  of  the  Government  and  the 
Prerident's  proclamation,  together  with  the 
Circolar  of  the  Secretary  of  3ie  Treasory,  en- 
Jmning  tho  law  to  be  carried  into  effectt 

I  hope  not;  forif  we  are  becwne  so  pitiftJly 
servile  as  this,  well  might  Oadore,  in  his  letter 
of  PBhraary  14th,  1810,  tell  General  Armstrona 
that  tbe  Americans  were  without  jnst  poHtlcu 
Tietra,  without  honor,  and  even  independence. 
And  if  we,  by  adopting  this  amendment,  con- 
deaeend  to  Jaatiiy  the  Emperor,  in  his  insnlt 
npon  tbe  plighted  faith  of  onr  Govemment,  in 
my  opinion  we  shall  fnmish  the  American 
peojde  and  the  world  with  JDSt  ground  to  say 
Amen  to  the  declaiation  of  Oadore  in  that  re- 
weot.  ViU  any  genUeman  stiU  say,  that  the 
decreea  ceased  to  operate  on  the  first  of  No- 
Tember,  sinoe  we  have  had  ofBcial  information 
from  the  French  Govemment  itself,  that  onr 
renels  are  to  be  seized  nnder  th«se  decrees, 
until  the  seoond  of  Febmary)  1  trust  not. 
Tboae  gentlemen  who  support  this  amendment, 
ought  to  reoollect  that  tlie  sections  which  go  to 
le-enact  the  kw  of  May  last,  contain  a  confea- 
sioii  that  that  law  b  not  now  in  operation ;  for 
if  the  daoreBa  did  actoally  cease  to  operate  on 
the  first  of  November,  no  one  doabts  but  the 
law  is  now  in  foil  force,  withont  the  provisions 
<tf  this  bill.  When  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  oommittee  flmt  offered  his  amendment,  a 
tnisniiderntanding  seemed  to  take  [daoe  between 
him  and  two  gentlaneo  on  the  oppodte  ride  of 
ttw  Home,  vii.  the  gentleman  tnm  Maryland, 
(lb.  WaioBt,)  and  the  gendemao  from  Tennee- 
see,  (Mr.  RhxJl)  vhidi  nndoabtedly  luqtpened 
in  thia  way.  While  tbe  honorable  chairman 
well  knew  that  the  decreea  did  not  cease  on  the 
first  of  November;  therefore  to  keep  alive  the 
nirit  of  the  law  of  May,  which  gave  England 
three  montha  after  they  did  oease,  it  bMame 
neoeHary  to  lengthen  the  time  for  her  to  re- 
voke ;  and  the  other  two  gentlemen,  as  it  would 
aeem,  really  snj^Kieed,  that  because  Ur.  I^nk- 
ney  had  said  that  Oadore's  letter  was  precision 
itaelt^  theae  decrees  really  did  cease  to  operate 
iffaaable  to  that  promise;  although  we  hare 


the  official  information  from  Mr.  Rnssell  on  onr 
tables,  that  the  Orleans  Packet  was  tbe  first 
case  that  had  happened  after  the  Stat  of  No- 
vember, to  which  the  Berlin  imd  Milan  decrees 
oonld  have  been  applied,  and  that  they  were 
applied  in  that  cose,  and  that  several  late  ar- 
rivals, which  left  France  from  twenty  to  twenty- 
five  days  afterwards,  bring  no  information  from 
him  that  a  change  had  taken  place,  and  had 
that  been  the  case,  he  would  certunly  have 
communicated  infbrmation  to  the  Govemment 
before  the  ridng  of  Congress.  On  the  contrary, 
these  arrivals  confirm  what  he  had  stated,  and 
say,  that  every  vessel  arriving  in  France  sharee 
the  same  fate.  Mr.  Speaker,  until  I  heard  those 
two  gentlemen,  I  did  snppose  that  no  man  of 
common  sense  conld  have  believed  a  podtion, 
in  sach  direct  opposition  to  evidence.  And 
from  the  opinion  which  I  have  of  the  discern- 
ment of  tbe  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  I  think 
I  mnst  have  misonderatood  him,  white  perhaps 
It  ma^  be  improper  to  inclade  the  other  gentle- 
man m  the  sopposltion. 

Sir,  I  seldom  tronble  the  House  with  ony 
observations  of  mine,- nor  is  it  my  intention,  at 
this  time,  to  examine  and  expose  all  the  wind- 
ing and  management  which  baa  been  practised, 
to  bring  abont  sach  a  state  of  things  as  to  ren- 
der plausible  this  measure  at  thb  time.  I  shall, 
however,  examine  the  non-interconrse  system 
ftom  tbe  date  of  the  law  of  March,  IBOQ,  and 
inquire  what  was  its  professed  object!  What 
nse  has  been  made  of  it  I  And  how  has  it  been 
regarded  by  the  belligerenta!  And  also  notice 
some  of  its  effects  upon  onr  own  citizens  as 
well  as  Dpon  the  Treasary.  What  mnst  be  the 
inevitable  consequence  if  this  meosnre  is  soffor- 
ed  to  go  into  effect?  I  take  it  to  amonnt  to  an 
entire  non-importation  of  any  of  tbe  articles, 

Siroducts,  or  mannCu^tnres  of  more  than  three- 
bnrths  of  the  civilized  world,  to  which  onr 
merchanta  wonid,  at  thia  time,  mn  the  risk  of 
attempting  voyages ;  for,  from  the  Continent  of 
EnropB  no  one  retmna  unless  at  the  expense  of 
this  Government  Tbe  dominions  of  Great 
Britten,  inolnding  the  East  and  Weet  Indies,  as 
well  as  her  European  dominions,  and  those  on 
the  American  Oontioent,  are  immense.  Tho 
products  of  Aeee  various  countries  formed  a 
principal  part  of  those  importations  of  the  last 
year,  which-  while  the  non-interoouise  slept. 
gave  new  fife  and  vigor  to  every  bconch  of 
bosineas.  Our  seaports,  which  the  year  before 
presented  tho  gloomy  appearanoe  of  cities  he- 
rieged  by  a  hostile  foe,  again  resumed  the  ap- 
pearance of  enterprise,  industry  and  wealtn. 
niousands,  who  in  1809  were  either  a  burden 
to  their  fKends,  in  the  poor-bouse,  or  begging 
theb  bread  in  the  streets,  were  in  1810  enjoy- 
ing tbe  fruits  of  their  industry  in  a  comfortable 
supply  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  while  tiie 
farmer  and  planter  sowed  his  seed  and  cultivat- 
ed his  field,  with  the  comfortable  prospect  that 
his  crop  wonld  not  decay  on  his  hand  for  want 
of  a  market.  Now,  sir,  although  exportation 
is  not  interdictod  by  this  bill,  yet  I  apprehend 


;,iz...,L-OOglC 


ABRIDOHENT  OF  THE 


'"•] 


fonned  ic 


the  Mmilt  will  be  maot  tho  ittEM.  It  can  hardly 
be  expected  that  Great  Brihdn,  who  gentlemea 
OD  the  other  ude  of  the  Hoase  are  food  of  con- 
Bidering  to  the  cause  of  all  our  cmnmeroial  dia- 
tresa,  will  condeaoend  to  paj  na  apeoie  lor  oar 
[vodnoe,  while  onr  ports  are  closed,  not  011I7 
ag^oet  lier  ahipping  of  all  kinde,  bot  agaiDat 
every  article  of  her  prodncta  and  uaDiifMAana, 
as  well  as  those  of  her  colonies  and  depend- 
encies, vlule  they  are  open  to  those  of  her 
enemy.  Agwiii,  what  was  the  effect  (^  the  non- 
intercoarM  in  180B  upon  oar  Treasury  1  In 
ndditioa  to  the  bsnkniptcy  and  wretchedneas 
spread  over  the  face  of  the  whole  ooiinb7,  we 
are  informed  by  the  annnol  report  of  the  8<»cre- 
tsry  of  the  Treasnry,  laid  on  our  tables,  that 
the  net  revenue  arising  from  daties  on  mendian- 
dise  and  tonnage,  accraing  during  that  year, 
1  CO  only  $S,S27,000,  whUe  we  are  in- 
.  the  same  r^rt,  that  this  source  of 

__  a  the  three  nrst  qoarters  of  the  year 

1810,  while  eommeroe  was  free,  amounted  to  a 
sum  exceeding  $7,260,000,  and  the  Becretuy 
adds,  that  he  believed  the  whole  rerenne  aris- 
ing from  datiee  on  merchandlM  and  tonnage 
for  that  year  wonld  amount  to  more  than 
$12,000 ;  making  an  increase  in  this  year,  when 
oommeroe  was  nnshackled,  of  $5,478,000,  not- 
withstanding all  the  robberies  of  Napoleon, 
which  probi^ly  amonnted  to  more  than  forty 
millions,  a  free  importation  of  the  avails  of 
which  would  -have  greatly  increased  the  reve- 
nue of  that  year.  From  this  view  of  the  sab- 
Ject,  we  And  a  deficit  in  the  revenoe  of  1809, 
Mosed  by  this  measare,  of  $5,4^,000,  and,  in 
anticipation  <rf  the  efibots  of  the  law  now  aboat 
to  be  enacted,  the  Secretary  of  the  Tre^nry  haa, 
in  the  same  report,  reoomm«ided  an  immediate 
addltionid  duty  to  be  Md  apon  importatJons, 
which,  together  with  the  high  dntiee  already 
established  by  law,  he  thinlia  will  not  amount 
to  more  than  $8,000,000;  making  an  aniidpated 
deficiency  in  the  next  year's  revenne,  occasioned 
by  this  measure,  of  $4,000,000,  compared  with 
that  of  ISIO.  Bnt  if  we  compare  the  revenne 
aiieing  trota  duties  on  merchandise  and  ton- 
nage during  the  year  1809,  while  oommerce 
was  restricted  by  the  non-interoonrs^  with 
what  it  was  in  IB07,  whUe  it  waa  unshackled, 
we  shall  find  a  defioieney  of  about  $11,000,000. 
From  thia  view  of  the  snbjeot,  which  Is  taken 
from  authentic  documents,  which  I  invite  gen- 
tlemen to  controvert  if  they  bare-  it  in  £eir 
powM',  it  is  demonstrated  that  if  we  suffered 
this  system  to  go  into  operation,  we  are  not 
only  to  ageia  reduce  our  citizens  to  a  state  of 
bankruptcy  in  their  private  fortunes,  while 
loaded  wiUi  additional  tazu,  but,  notwithstand- 
ing the  aid  of  theee  addition^  taxes,  our  Treaa- 
nry  is,  if  poanble,  to  be  reduced  to  a  nxm 
complete  state  of  bankrnptcy  than  at  present 
I  pDt  it  to  gentlemen,  wbo  are  in  the  confldenoe 
of  the  Oabinet,  to  say,  why  we  ant  called  iqwo 
again  to  plange  this  nation  into  snob  a  state  of 
povert;  and  wretchedness  I  Is  it  neosMary  as 
ft  nMtsare  of  self-defeooe,  as  the  only  mode  ot 


[PnauBT,  Ull. 

retdstanoe  which  will  bring  Ki^taod  to  tennt 
For  myself  I  shoold  suppose  that  our  late  ei- 
perimeot  in  this  species  ot  warhn,  at  wlueh 
Franoe  took  so  mooh  offence,  as  to  lake  iM» 
BOn  to  »eiM  and  confiscate  the  pioiMriy-  ef 
American  dtisens,  to  the  amoont  of  $40,000,00(1 
which  rendered  neoessar;  an  u^inpriatfoa  ci 
$80,000  daring  the  present  session,  in  order  t» 
enable  those  of  onr  dtizeos,  who  had  been  Qm 
robbed  and  plnndwed,  to  revitit  their  nitiH 
shores,  aflbrded  a  spectacle  too  hnroilisting  to 
suffer  us  to  make  another  attempt  so  soon,  ad 
before  we  have  so  &r  reoovered  frran  the  effads 
of  our  late  experiment  as  to  be  able  to  dcA^ 
the  ordinary  ezpenaes  of  gorecnment  without 
having  reconrse  to  annual  loans  for  the  par-  ' 
pose.  Are  we  bound  to  adopt  this  meaaorB  oa 
aocoont  of  the  (aith  of  Government  bong 
pledged  to  France  by  the  law  of  Mi^  last) 

Here  give  me  leave  to  inquire  what  has  b«ei 
the  furuier  effect  of  this  law.  It  seems  Eur 
land,  slthou^  she  saw  that  if  it  had  any  qwra- 
tlon  at  all,  it  operated  only  asainst  bv,  wi) 
willing  to  consii^  it  as  a  mimidpal  regabOioB 
of  onr  own,  and  treated  it  as  sacn,  while  Bona- 
parte at  first,  and  for  ten  months,  psased  it  cm 
as  inoffensive  to  him,  nntdl  onr  veaela,  wlii<h 
had  been  shnt  op  in  our  porta  by  its  dder  Bidtr, 
the  embargo,  tuving  got  released  ftom  thtf 
strong  measure,  flocked  into  the  ports  of  France, 
^1^  UoUsnd,  and  Naples,  aU  luder  the  its- 
mediate  and  e&tlt«  oontnil  of  Frano^  when,  db 
the  S8d  Uaroh,  an  order  waa  issued  ay  his  grs> 
oious  and  loving  M^cMy  to  a^ze  and  eonfiaesta 
the  prc^wrty  erf  onr  dtiiott  in  all  those  cooa- 
tries ;  which  prc^er^  is,  by  the  best  calculition, 
eatiinatBd  at  more  than  fbr^  mUlioas.  And 
yon  will  peronve.  Mr.  Speaker,  tliat  the  Dnkt 
of  Oadore  saw,  that,  by  suffering  the  law  to 


nnnoticed,  tlU  onr  property  released  from 
uie  embargo  had  filled  nearly  every  port  in 
Enrope  under  French  control,  and  then  iws- 


the  osages  of  public  law,  that  ha,  in 
a  letter  to  General  Armstrong,  cJ  the  Stb 
August,  1610,  attMOpts  to  ezonse  the  paOeA 


nothing  of  the  law  ot , _., 

But,  I  pray  gentlemen  to  take  notice  that  Oene- 
ral  Armstrong,  in  his  letter  t«  Oadore  of  tbs 
lOth  ofMarc^  (five  months  befbre  the  (me  jnt 
recited  from  Citdore,)  asserts  that  this  law  «m 
o(»nmunicated  to  him  in  the  mouth  of  June  or 
July  preceding — one  whole  year  before  tta 
declaration  made  by  Cadore, 

Bat  to  pursue  this  snttJect :  on  the  first  day  of 
May,  1810,  while  this  robbery,  I  oo^t  to  fn- 
some,  was  unknown  to  the  Ezwntive— oertaiidy 
to  the  MO[de — thia  non-intereonTse  law  wii 
repealed ;  bnt  the  m^ority,  for  wise  puipoa* 
I  presume,  did,  in  the  some  law  titat  r^pMM 
the  non-interoonrse,  give  the  President  pow«i 
in  case  Eoglasd  or  fVnnee  shoold.  befors  tb* 
1  St  d  V  of  March,  so  rsYoka  or  modiJy  hsr  sdM 
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M  that  they  should  cewe  to  violate  the  neutral 
eommeroe  of  the  United  Btatce,  to  decUra  the 
mtaa  by  proclamatiiKi ;  In  which  case,  the  noo- 
iDterconree  should  be  revived  OAainstthe  nation 
Kglecting  to  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts,  in 
like  manner,  for  the  q>ec«  of  three  months  aAer 
the  dttt«  of  nch  proelaoudaoiL  And  yon  will 
recollect,  sb",  that  thb  law  was  alao  opp(«ed  by 
the  minority,  not  ao  much,  perbapa,  beoanse 
the^  aoapeeted  either  tlie  integrity  or  impu^ 
tialtty  of  the  Preddant,  as  beoanae  Uiey  thought 
itnnoODsUtntioDal  to  commit  a  power  to  the 
Executive  which  was,  la  its  natare  and  eff^ 
au  Act  of  Ic^latioo,  viz :  to  revive  a  law  at  his 
diseretioa  which  was  to  affect  the  great  interest 
of  the  nation,  and  mi^t  reenlt  in  war.  I  say, 
at  hia  discretion ;  and  I  ask  gentlemen  to  take 
notioe  that  the  law  reads,  "  to  revoke  or  modi- 
fy." This  law  was  aim  sent  by  the  Preddent 
to  our  Ministers  at  London  and  Fans,  as  he 
states  in  his  Meessge.  Bnt,  what  was  it  sent 
tiiere  forf  Only  to  be  nsed  as  an  indncement 
to  thoea  nations  to  revoke  their  nnjnst  edicts, 
which  was  the  avowed  o^ect  of  the  provifflon 
when  it  passed.  And,  if  sent  there  for  that 
pnrpoee,  it  woold  Mem,  that  to  have  acted  a 
nentral  part,  it  OQgbt  to  have  been  nsed  alike  at 
the  palaoes  of  Bt.  Olood  and  St.  Jamee.  Bnt, 
Ur.  Speaker,  what  was  the  flict  I  Here  we  may 
learn  the  manaoement  of  which  I  spoke  when 
1  first  addrenedyon.  This  law,  which  yon  will 
perceive  woe  in  the  nature  of  a  generous  over- 
tare  made  to  the  belligerent  who  first  revoked 
his  edicts,  ohamred  Its  character  when  offered 
to  the  other  beUigereDt,  who  sbonld  neglect  to 
revoke  the  olmoxioaa  edicts  tmtil  after  his  enemy 
had  done  to ;  and,  instead  of  being  a  Kenerona 
offer,  contained  a  threat,  that  if  she  did  not  re- 
voke^ we  ahoold  sfant  onr  ports  sgunst  her  pro- 
ducts, while  they  shotild  be  open  to  those  other 
enemy.  And  this  Is  the  light  In  which  it  was 
viewed  by  our  Govemnient,  as  will  be  seen  in 
Ur.  Smith's  letter  to  General  Airastrong,  of  the 
£th  day  of  June,  1810  (printed  documents,  p. 
U,)  in  these  words :  "It  might  be  added,  that 
the  fonn  la  which  the  law  now  presents  tbe 
overture,  is  as  well  oaloulated  as  the  overtnre 
itaelf  to  gain  a  favorable  attention,  inasmuch  as 
it  may  ba  regarded  by  the  belligerent  first  oo- 
oeptiDg  of  it  as  a  prranise  to  itsdf  and  a  threat 
only  to  its  adversary."  For  this  view  of  the 
Bolyect,  gentlemen  will  percdve  that  it  is  much 
toon  agreeable  to  dose  any  matter  in  dispute 
opoB  a  generous  offer  for  so  doing,  than  it  wonld 
be  to  do  BO  while  threatened  by  their  opponent 
that  if  it  is  not  done  they  most  snffer  the  con- 
■eqnence  of  their  own  folly  snd  hia  vengeance. 
Now,  in  looking  through  tbe  docimient&  I  mls- 
taks  if  gentlemen  have  not  diaoovered  some 
managemeot  in  this  buainefle,  so  that  while  the 
law  waa  presented  to  France  as  an  ofi^r  mode 
to  herself  it  should  be  presented  to  England  ii 
no  other  ohaiacter  lluuithat  of  a  threat.  It 
teems  that  the  first  oomspondenoe  with  onr 
IGnister  wht^  we  are  sufiernd  to  see,  is  a  letter 
from  Ur.  Smith  to  Ur.  Ilnkney,  of  the  9Sd 


Ua; ;  although  it  appears  lk)m  that  letter  that 


to  Mr.  nnkney,  ss  also  another  copy  in  the 
letter  of  the  S2d ;  bnt  we  hear  nothing  of  in- 
aOTictiona  in  either  to  use  this  new  overturcy 
which  the  law  presents,  to  the  best  advantaige 
at  the  Coart  of  St.  James,  while  it  retained  ila 
character  of  nn  ofier  made  to  thst  Government. 
Indeed,  it  would  seem  most  natural  to  suppose 
that  tbe  instrnctions  given  in  this  business  were 
contained  in  the  letter  of  the  4th,  which  was 


•ent  to  General  Armstrong,  of  the  same  date, 
whiah  was  also  the  first  to  him  enclosing  a  copy 
of  the  law. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  we  are  not  sofl^red  to 
see  tbe  first  correspondence  on  this  important 
business,  which  we  are  called  upon  by  the  Eze- 
CTjtive  to  carry  into  efibct  by  a  new  act  of  le^ 
lation,  it  becomes  doubly  our  duty  to  examine 
well  this  letter  of  the  twenty-second,  and  see 
what  that  treats  of,  and  whether  it  compares 
with  the  first  we  are  suffered  to  see,  sent  to 
General  Armstrong  on  tfais  sulilect.  In  this 
letter  to  Mr.  Pinkney  of  the  twenty-eecond,  the 
Secretory  commences,  as  he  says,  with  mnch 
surprise,  that  Great  Britwu  had  not  revoked  her 
blockades,  and  that  she  had  not  sent  a  man  of 
rank  to  replace  Mr.  JacVon ;  and,  after  having 
dwelt  at  great  length  on  the  latter  of  theeo  sub- 
jects, he  mentions  thst  he  fasd  sent  a  copy  of 
the  law,  as  also  another,  in  his  letter  of  the 
fourth  of  that  month,  and  t«llB  Ur.  Pinkney  to 
let  the  British  Government  know  that  the  pro- 
visiona  of  the  law  would  be  carried  into  effect, 
but  not  a  syllable  of  proffering  it  as  an  offer 
made  to  that  Government  and  a  threat  to 
France.  Bnt,  instead  of  thio,  the  Secretary  se- 
lects two  su^ects,  which  he  must  have  known 
wonld  be  dimcult  to  close,  and  tells  Mr.  Pinkney 
that  if  another  Minister  was  not  sent  to  replace 
Ur.  Jackson,  to  let  tiie  British  Government 
know  that  he  would  return  to  the  United  States, 
And  as  thoagh  this  was  not  sufficient  to  prevent 
the  British  Oovemraent  from  closing  with  tbe 
ccmditions  of  the  new  overture,  the  attack  on 
the  Ohesqieake  must  be  settled  in  a  manner 
agreeable  to  the  propoeltions  made  to  Ur.  Rose 
snd  Ur.  Erakine,  which  he  might  well  know 
wonld  not  be  done,  as  the  British  Government 
hod  told  him  it  ooidd  not  be  dosed  in  that  way. 
On  the  first  of  July,  Ur.  Pinkney  acknowledges 
Ur.  Smith's  letter  of  the  twenty-second  of  Iby, 
and  very  properly  goes  on  to  eiecnte  the  in- 
structions it  contained  as  to  the  British  Gov- 
ernment sending  a  man  of  rank  to  replace  Ur, 
Jackson,  fto.  And,  in  my  opinion,  very  prop- 
erly notices  the  scrap  of  instractions  it  contain- 
ed, respeoUng  the  law  of  Uay  last,  by  merely 
mentioning,  Uiat  while  he  is  engaged  with  Lord 
Welleeley  on  tiieee  other  subjects,  he  thinks  he 
shall  draw  his  attention  to  the  nun-intercourse 
law,  hnt  I  find  no  account  of  his  ever  presenting 
the  law  to  that  Government 
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Nov,  Ur.  Speaker,  vbile  we  lee  uk  this  letter 
of  the  twentf-seocmd  the  snbatanM  of  all  we 
are  permitted  to  Me  of  the  oae  to  be  made  bj 
Mr.  Pinknej  of  this  law,  as  an  inducement  to 
the  British  GoTernmeDt  to  revoke  the  Orders 
in  CoaDcii,  let  us  examine  whqt  was  the  course 
pQiBQed  towards  the  Freooh  Govemment  to  in- 
duce it  to  take  advantage  of  the  law,  while  it 
retained  the  character  of  a  favorable  overture, 
BO  that  the  British  Government  ihonid  have  to 
meet  it  as  a  threat,  or  as  a  rod  held  over  them 
to  proonre  the  revocation  of  their  edicts,  lu 
order  to  do  this,  I  Bhall  examine  the  flrat  letter 
which  is  Eoffered  to  oome  to  pnblio  view,  from 
Beoretary  Smith  to  General  Armatnuig,  after 
the  dat«  of  the  law  of  Maj  first.  This  bears 
the  date  of  Jnne  fifth,  docnraenta,  page  84.  In 
this,  we  find  that  he  had  sent  two  before,  each 
one  enclosing  a  cop;  of  the  law,  and  no  doubt 
both  oontaintng  instmotiona  what  use  to  make 
of  it.  For  we  find,  even  in  thia  third  letter, 
that  Mr.  Smith  tells  General  Armstrong,  ^to  nee 
his  own  words,)  "  If  there  be  sincerity  in  the 
language  held  at  different  times  by  the  French 
Government,  and  espeoiallj  in  the  late  overtnre 
to  proceed  to  amicable  and  Ji^t  arrangements 
in  the  case  of  onr  reftisal  to  snbniit  to  the  Brit- 
ish Orders  in  Coanoil,  (not  blockades,)  no  pre- 
text can  be  fooad  for  longer  daolining  to  pnt  an 
end  to  the  decrees  of  which  the  United  States 
have  so  Jostlj  oomplained."  And  here,  I  en- 
treat gentlemen  to  notice  that  this  is  the  flrat 
sroand  stated  b;  oar  Govemmeot  to  that  ttf 
France,  as  being  that  which  wonld  be  insisted 
npoQ  from  England — a  compliance  on  her  part 
required  to  entitle  her  to  the  provMons  of  this 
law,  viz.,  her  relinqajshing  the  Orders  in  Coon- 
cil.  We  may  here  notice,  that  Mr.  Smith  adds, 
as  a  further  inducement  to  France  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  law,  while  it  retained  the  char- 
acter of  a  favorable  overture,  "that  b;  putting 
in  force  the  non-interooarse  against  England 
agreeable  to  the  terms  of  this  statute,  that  the 
verj  species  of  resistsnoa  would  be  made  which 
France  has  been  aonstantlj  representing  as  the 
most  efficacious."  But,  Mr.  Smith  goes  still 
farther  in  his  inHtmctions,  and  tells  General 
Armstrong,  "  that  it  ma;  be  added,  that  in  the 
form  in  which  the  law  now  presents  the  over- 
ture, it  is  as  well  calculated  as  the  overture  it- 
self to  gain  a  favorable  attention,  inasmuch  as 
it  may  be  regarded  by  the  belligerent  first  ao- 
cepting  it  as  a  promise  to  itse^  and  a  threat 
onlj  to  its  adversary."  In  this  letter,  we  find 
that  the  Seoretar;  states  a  first  ground,  which 
was  necessary  in  the  first  Inatanoe  to  entitle  the 
French  Government  to  tbe  provisions  of  this 
law.  What  was  this  ground  1  Why,  he  tells 
General  Armstrong  to  let  the  French  Govern- 
ment understand  that  the  President  wonld  not 
prooeed  to  give  the  law  effect,  if  the  restoration 
of  the  property  of  onr  citizens  be  finally  refused ; 
and  closes  bis  letter  by  directing  him  to  let  that 
Government  know  that  the  only  ground,  short 
of  a  preliminary  reetoration  of  the  property,  on 
which  the  contemplated  arrangement  coold  take 


place,  would  be  aa  nndentanding  that  the  coo- 
fiacation  was  reversible,  and  that  it  wonld  be- 
come Immediately  the  snl^t  of  discoako, 
with  a  reasonable  prospect  ot  justice  to  onr  nt- 
Jured  oitiiens.  Was  this  the  ground  on  wUck 
Uie  subject  was  idaoed  t  It  aeemri  so,  fan  Iba 
official  letter  <a  the  Sec3«tary.  T«*,  mr,  it 
was ;  and  with  doe  deference,  I  m^  W  aDciwed 
to  say,  the  tmly  honoraUe  and  jnat  graond;  lid 
if  the  American  Govemi&ent  had  possessed  in- 
dependence  enough  to  have  still  eeoi^ttd  tha 
ground,  we  wonld  not  have  had  the  [■torti&*- 
tioD  to  discuss  the  bill  mi  the  table  at  tliis  time. 
But,  inatAad  of  this,  although  Ur.  Smith  M 

I'cist  received  Cadore's  insnltiDg  letter,  in  vbi<k 
le  more  than  irminnat^m  that,  as  a  Goversmatt 
and  nalion,  we  are  destitute  of  jnst  pdidal 
views,  withont  honor,  energy,  oreveninoepand- 
enee,  and  doses  by  letting  onr  Govenuncal 
know  of  the  seizure  and  sale  erf  tbe  property  <f 
onr  dtizens  in  all  the  ports  of  Europe  uadv 
Fr«sich  control ;  what  waa  the  eondnet  of  ths 
American  Government  on  this  ooeaRoat  I 
entreat  gentlemen  to  take  notice,  diat,  with  ihii 
horrid  picture  of  inanlt  and  robbery  traii  in 
their  i«ooUection,  the  same  oonoiliatMy  diqw' 
sition,  gnided  by  tbe  priodples  of  neatnttEy, 
which  dismissad  a  British  Minister  for  an  im- 
plied insult,  induced  Mr.  Smith  to  inltma  Ga- 
eral  Armstrong  that  the  President  thonglit  it 
best  not  to  make  any  animadversitKis  ea  tlut 
sabjeot  at  that  time.  (Printed  docnmeuta,  fag* 
SI)  The  next  letter  on  this  sutgect  worthy  of 
notice^  is  one  of  the  fith  of  July,  in  whieb  Jlr. 
Smith  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  infonnatiin, 
that  the  property  which  he  had  said  in  bis  IsR 
must  be  restored,  in  order  to  entitle  Fraoee  to 
the  American  commerce  while  it  was  denied  to 
England,  was  sold,  and  tbe  proceeds  dqKwted 
in  the  catM«  priee — privy  parse  of  the  EmptraL 
Here,  indeed,  Mr.  Smith  seems  to  have  umost 
forgot  himself,  and  to  concdve  he  was  giviag 
instmotions  how  to  proceed  with  a  Britisb  IGa- 
ister,  and  tells  General  Armstrong  to  danaad 
ever^  reparation  of  which  the  sabjeot  wn  sol- 
oeptible.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  it  not  worthy 
of  notice  that  he  closes  even  this  ifiirited  tettar, 
with  such  a  history  of  piracy  and  insult  the* 
on  his  desk  before  hiro^  by  qnitting  the  groand 
he  bad  taken  in  his  letter  of  the  fifth  of  Iwt, 
and,  instead  of  a  proposed  renewal  of  the  noo- 
intercourse  against  England,  if  she  shoold  vtt 
lect  to  withdraw  her  Orders  in  Council,  whi« 
was  the  only  ground  taken  by  the  Preodeat 
with  Mr.  Erskine,  and  also  tbe  only  thing  coO' 
templated  when  tiie  law  of  May  last  was  pasMd, 
as  also  the  only  ground  taken  by  himself  oo^ 
one  month  b^ore,  (having,  it  is  presnnKd, 
heard  bom  France  in  the  interval,)he  eond^ 
scends  to  tell  the  General,  that  if  Franoe  shoala 
demand  it,  he  might  pve  her  to  nndersttad 
that  it  was  the  Prendent's  iDtentioa  to  reoew 
the  non-intercourse  against  England,  if  sh«  did 
not  also  readnd  her  blockades.  It  ii  bo* 
again  to  be  noticed,  that  he  again  repeats,  ■vbit 
he  liad  before  told  General  Armstrong,  that  ■ 
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Bnt  again:  yriH,  I  had  like  to  have  said,  the 
servile  m&nner,  in  vhloh  a  rescindtDg  th« 
blockade  a  conpled  as  a  condition  with  the 
irithdrairiDK  the  Orders  in  Oooncil,  esoape  nO' 
ticef  Immediate!; on  inrtmcting  General  Arm- 
■troDg  to  state  to  the  French  OoTemment  that 
K  repeal  of  the  blockade  of  eighteen  hundred 
and  six  would  be  iniisted  on,  the  Becratar? 
adds:  "Ton  will  preaa  the  reaBonableneae  dt 
permitting  the  United  States  to  proceed  in  Bnoh 
way  as  the;  mav  think  proper,  in  relation  to 
any  Bcbseqnent  blockadea,  or  an;  other  Hook- 
ies not  against  France,"  which  to  me  reads  in 
this  way, «,  «.,  aa  we  llaTe^  at  the  reqnest  of  "■  ■ 
FicDch  Government,  receded  thnn  oar  f 
groimd,  and  included  blockades  also,  yon  are 
iiwtmoted  bnmbly  to  request  Bonaparte  to  per- 
mit US  to  do  onr  own  bnsinegs  in  onr  own  way 
in  fiitiire.  My  Ood  !  After  all  this,  to  see  the 
Government  of  my  conntry  tolioitJiig,  at  the 
ffeet  of  the  Emperor  of  France^  for  pennisdon  to 
manage  their  own  affura  in  thetr  own  way  I 
What  American  can  read  thia  correspondence 
without  laying  hia  hand  upon  his  heart  and  ez- 
claiming,  6  my  OoTemment,  my  GoTemment, 
DOW  is  the  gold  become  dim,  and  the  most  fine 
{[old  changed  I  The  next  thing  we  meet  with, 
«  Mr.  Smith's  letter  of  the  8d  of  November,  to 
General  Armstrong,  endoring  the  President's 
proclaination,  declaring  the  ediots  of  France  so 
revoked,  aa  that  they  ceased  to  violate  the  i.  an- 
tral commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
conrae  the  non-interoonrBe  to  be  revived  against 
En^and  after  the  2d  of  Febmary,  if  she  did  not 
in  the  mean  timerevoke  her  orders,  which,  after 
the  gronnd  taken,  and  bo  often  repeated,  with 
respect  to  the  restoration  of  the  property,  most 
astonish  every  American.  Bat  we  have  stUl 
this  as  a  consolation,  that  Mr.  Smith,  notwitb- 
Btooding  be  had  been  told  by  the  Doke  of  Ga- 
dore  that  it  was  impoeriUe  any  compH^mise 
conld  take  jiltCoe  on  that  subject,  says  in  the 
letter  encldeiag  the  proclamation  that  the  Presi- 
dent preMmies  that  the  requisitions  contained 
in  his  letter  (rf  the  Sth  of  July,  as  to  the  resto- 
ration <rf  the  pronerty,  will  have  been  satisfied. 
In  the  name  of  God,  Ur.  Speaker,  what  gronnds 
had  be  for  this  presamptiant  Is  addition  to 
this,  in  his  letter  of  the  Sth  of  Koveiuber,  Mr. 
Smith  instrncts  General  Armstrong  to  let  the 
Emperor  know  that  the  third  section  of  the 
law  of  March,  1809,  at  which  he  took  so  mnoh 
ofTence,  was  not  intended  to  operate  against  his 
suMecta,  bnt  against  oar  own  citizens.  And 
altnoTwb  this  may  be,  and  probably  is,  tme,  yet 
a  confesmon  of  tiib  kind,  after  so  recent  snd 

Xivated  insult  and  violence,  mnst  1  think  be 
ning  to  the  American  people,  and  Napoleon 
himself  will  be  st  a  loss  to  Enow  why  it  was 
made  unless  to  testify  onr  loyalty.  Bnt  onr 
loyalty  to  the  contra^  notwithstanding,  the 
Ihike  of  Cadoro  in  hia  letter  to  General  Arm- 
strong of  tiie  12tb  of  September,  to  answer  to 
Vou  IV^36 


one  from  him  of  the  7'th  of  that  montb,  tella 
the  General,  that  the  Umperor  sees  with  pleas-' 
nre  that  the  Amerioans  are  fir  from  acknowl- 
ed^g  the  ^rannical  principles  of  English 
legislation,  yet  infbrms  him  that  as  to  the  mei^ 
cbandise  oonfisoated,  it  having  been  ocmfiBoated 
as  a  measure  of  repiiaal  the  pnnoiples  of  repri- 
sal must  be  the  law  In  uiat  om^ir. 

Kow,  Ur.  Speaker,  after  seung  how  the  law 
of  May,  1810,  haa  been  nsed  with  the  French 
Government,  and  for  anght  we  know,  not  oaed 
at  all  with  that  of  England,  nntil  it  had  assomed 
the  character  of  a  threap  bother  with  the 
varions  changes  of  pontion  taken  by  onr  Gov- 
ernment in  ^is  bosines,  I  think  it  demonstrates 
a  management,  which,  if  duly  examined,  will 
not  leave  mnch  doubt  whether  it  be  indispensa- 
bly necessary  to  suffer  this  law  to  go  into  operar 
tion,  either  aa  a  measure  of  resistance  against 
England,  or  of  good  faith  towards  France.  For 
instance,  at  one  time  England  most  repeal  her 
Orders  in  Oouooil  to  entitle  ber  to  the  benefit 
of  the  law ;  at  another,  viz :  after  hearing  from 
France,  the  condition  must  Inclnde  a  repeal  of 
the  blockades  also,  and  on  the  purt  of  France, 
she  mnat  rescind  her  decrees  and  restore  the 
property,  then  a  promise  is  to  he  accepted  aa  it 
respects  the  property,  and,  to  top  the  olimai, 
the  proclamation  issues  on  the  presumption  of 
an  agreement  having  taken  place,  on  the  part 
of  Franoe,  that  the  property  aball  be  restrawd. 
Bnt  after  alt  this  we  are  told  by  Oadore,  on  the 
12th  of  September,  to  be  contented,  for  as 
to  the  property  in  question  it  will  not  be  re- 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  seems  that  the  President, 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  the  21st  of  Beoember,  has  furnished  doou- 
ments  which  pot  the  question  beyond  a  doubt, 
that  the  proclamation  was  issued,  declaring  that 
the  French  decrees  were  repealed,  so  that  ttiey 
ceased  to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the 
United  States,  when,  to  say  the  least,  he  had 
no  offid&l  inibrmstion  of  the  fact,  or,  if  he  had, 
he  has  taken  care  to  keep  it  to  himself.  Mr. 
Smith,  in  his  letter  to  Torrean,  of  the  IBtb  of 
December,  is  compelled  to  say  in  effect,  that 
the  French  restrictions  on  our  commerce  are 
not  rescinded,  or,  to  use  his  own  words :  "  If^ 
then,  for  the  revoked  decrees,  municipal  laws 

C'acing  the  same  commercial  effect  have 
sutotituted,  the  mode  onlv,  and  not  the 
measnre,  has  undergone  an  alteration."  In 
this  utuatioru  I  should  like  to  be  informed  wl^ 
we  are  called  upon  by  the  Executive  so  to  mod- 
ify our  laws  as  to  carry  the  non-importation 
agtinst  England  and  her  dependencies  forcibly 
into  affect,  and  thus  destroy  the  small  remains 
of  onr  commerce,  the  efieota  of  which  we  have 
so  reoentiy  felt  at  the  Treasury,  since  the  repeal 
of  the  non-int«rcourBe  law  of  May  last,  as  I 
have  already  shown  from  the  Sewetory's  re- 
port. This  information  I  have  not  as  jet  been 
able  to  obtain,  althoagh  I  have  sought  for  \\ 
Dnles  I  resort  to  the  ta^t  paragraph  in  General 
Turreku's  letter  of  December  12,  to  Mr.  Seor»- 
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U17  BmiUi,  in  ucwv  to  on»  frcMu  lli»  Bten- 
*tU7,  nmoiutrBtiiig  tgtiiut  the  «xaliwioii  <tf 
cotton  ud  tobaooo  &<Hn  the  port*  of  Fraooe. 


In  thU  rMp«ct,  but  t«Ui  him  that  this  viD  de- 

rl  DpoD  the  arm  and  p«neT«ring  meMorw  to 
pnrmod  b7  th«  tvo  Gorenunenta  againat 
theoommon  anemj.  In  thia  inllniAtioii  w  bia 
Lnparial  M^fattr  throngfa  bia  lOnirtw,  whidi, 
l^-tbe-bj,  ia  not  the  flrat  of  the  Und,  wiU  I 
aaoj  Iw  KNUid  th«  onlj  neoesitF  of  aaffering 
thia  meaaora  to  go  iato  .openidi».  And  are 
gwtlemra  pTMiarM  to  ober  I  Itnutnot.Ka, 
dr,  I  will  not  s>r  a  moment  enteHalo  ao  degrad- 
ing an  idea.  Bnt  firmir  belierlng  the  otmtn- 
rj,  I  atill  hope  the  anMndmeiit  wiU  be  i^feetad, 
and  with  it  the  whole  reatrictive  arstem,  nntil 
IVanoe  shall  team  to  napeot  oor  rii^ta^ 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  I  am  to  be  sailed  an  enem  J  to 
my  oonnti;  tor  oppodng  thia  meaom^  nnder 
ptMent  dronmetanoea,  to  mj  oonnby  I  will  ap- 
peal; being  antirelr  wiUing  that  the  bonorabla 
Motleman  from  Marrlanu  (Ur.  Wuaat)  and 
hia  fiieada  ahonld  thare  the  whtda  of  the  iHHior 
of  advocating  the  right  of  the  Empertw  to  take 


and  withhold  the  pKperty  of  onrcitiBmia,    ^, 


poaaeaaed  of  tba  diaoenmMnt  of  the  honorable 
cjudtman  of  the  oommittee  who  reported  Uiia 


alreadj  shown  that  in  ereij  oammiudoation 
fhnn  our  &ieoitti*e  to  the  Frenoh  Qovemment 
on  the  aobjjeot,  that  Qoreniment  haa  been  told 
tiiat  i^  In  ommection  with  the  revooation  of  the 
deoreea,  the  eaqoeataced  proper^  waa  not  given 
vp,  the  non-intereonrae  wonld  not  be  renewed 
agidnat  En^aad.  Theae  a»T«raI  letters  were 
Mmmnnioated  to  thia  Honae^  and  published 
nearlj'  three  montht  dnoe,  and  are,  at  thia  mo- 
ment, in  the  handa  of  the  BriUth  GoTemment, 
and,  hj  thia  tennre,  that  GoTemment  baa  a 
tight  to  net  aMored  that  the  non-interoonrae 
will  not  be  ruiewed  ag^nst  them.  Indeed,  to 
believe  the  oontnuy,  would  be  an  inmlt  to  the 
plighted  fUUi  of  the  Exacntiva. 

Mr.  BKEUtn.—Vi.  Speaker,  I  ngret  ei- 
tnraely  tha^  at  thia  lat«  period  <rf  the  aeaaioo, 
and  at  thia  late  hour  of  the  night,  the  bl^ 
aanae  of  the  dn^  which  I  feel  that  I  owe  to  my 
oonatittHnti  and  to  my  eonntrr,  ahoold  oompu 
me  to  anbmit  to  the  ommderatiim  G[  die  Eonae 
a  few  remarks  npon  thia  all-impOTtant  ant^eot 
The;  will  be  of  a  general  natnre,  oan^d,  and 
as  mnch  aa  potrible  confined  to  the  anljeot  of 
debate. 

ffir,  aa  Uiia  oooadon,  I  feel  no  diapodfion  to 
genaore  the  conduct  (tf  the  Freaident  Permit 
me,  however,  before  I  proceed  to  the  sn^eot, 
to  notioB  a  vary  singular  remark  ot  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Fennaylvania,  (ICr.  Rosa.) 
That  gentleman  observed,  "that  when  thia  l»]l 


waa  laid  on  joor  table,  he  was  deternuud  u 
vote  against  it;  that  he  oonridered  it  vtoc^  in 
prindple,  and  ii^nriona  in  its  comeqaeMMj 
and  that  he  ahoold  now  vote  laainst  it,  U 
not  several  genUemen,  particiilarTj  the  gwtk- 
man  ftmn  KassachoMtta,  (Ur.  QmscTj  bMBN 
severe  in  their  oeusnree  apon  the  ooadnct  of 
the  Administration.  He  felt  it  Us  dotT  to 
support  tlie  Administraljcu,  and  should,  then- 
fore,  vote  for  Uie  bilL  althongh  he  disliksdiL* 
"^'r,  I  apprehend  the  PresUoit  will  not  M 


to  declare^  tiiat  stnmger  i 

mnst  operate  npon  my  mind,  before  I  laa  nit 

my  sanction  to  a  meaaore  profeaaedlj  iiqa£tii 

KoirmjvBt. 

Thia  hill,  Ur.  Speaker,  ia  advocated  m  Oi 
groond  that,  I7  the  law  of  Hay,  1810.  ve  m 
under  obligalicoia  to  France  to  Mvbibil  too- 
merdal  intercourse  with  Great  BntahL  U,  ar, 
I  rightly  reoolleet,  for  I  have  not  the  Iw 
before  me,  the  substance  of  the  provisioo,  n't 
retf>eotcd  Franoe,  was,  that  if  she  ao  reroU 
or  modified  her  edicts  and  decrees,  aa  that  tbcj 
should  cease  to  violate  our  nentral  oommiK^ 
and  Great  Bribun  reftised,  for  three  months,  to 
pursue  a  riiailar  course,  then  was  this  ijtSm 
of  noa-interoonrse  to  commence,  as  it  re^eOi 
Great  Britain, 

Kr.  Speaker,  Ndeny  that  the  feith  (^  the  na- 
tion is  pledged  by  the  law  of  ICsy,  18ia  It  ii 
neither  a  contract  nor  a  treaty.  To  ooutitate 
a  contract,  two  partjee  are  neoeeraiy,  at  ksK 
All  writers  np<»i  the  Eut(]eot  have  so  oooadnd 
it;  and,  sir,  if  one  part;  can  make  a  eontnet 
with  another,  without  the  knowledge,  wmit, 
or  approbation  of  the  other,  it  is  a  new  diaioT- 
ery,  irith  which,  as  yet,  I  am  noacqiuiotsi 
Su<u>,  nr,  ia  the  nature  of  the  oontnct  refentd 
to.  The  OonKress  was  the  only  par^  eoa- 
oetned  in  makmg  it.  France  knew  notMng  tl 
it;  it  waa  made  wholly  without  hercooaanti* 
umrolwtion.  How,  then,  is  the  nattoosl  ^ 
pl&hted  to  Franoe  by  that  law  f  Sir,  I  know 
otbat  one  way  in  which  the  faith  of  (hia  M- 
Uon  can  be  pledged  to  another,  and  that  ia,_bf 
a  treaty  ^iproved  and  ratified  by  the  ct»itita- 
ted  airthontiea;  and  surely,  or,  no  guitlantn 
will  contMid  that  this  law  amonnted  to  a  Irtsty. 
It;  then,  it  waa  neither  a  eontroot  n<H  s  trerifi 
the  feiUi  of  the  nation  is  not  [dsdged.  Iht 
meet  yon  can  make  of  it  i^  aa  wm  obserred  ca 
a  former  oeoasion  bf  the  honorable  gutlnM 
trwD  Virginia,  (Ur.  KaxdouhJ  "  thatitissiw 
ofoondnctforonrselvee."  Bnt,sir,Iai]i«ilB'( 
to  admit,  in  oaaa  Franoe  had  feirly  and  hoMWT 
complied  witbtlie  conditions  of  thelaw,  sci<A« 
referred  to,  that  good  Uth  on  our  put  wpn 
have  required  that  we  should  paas  tbe  preMu 
1^  WhatwaathecondidentobeperfoniMata 
the  part  of  France!  Sir,  she  was  to  rerw 
and  modify  her  decrees,  so  that  tbey  shMU 
oeaae  to  nolate  car  nentral  eommecce.  In 
haa  not  been  done.  The  Berlin  aod  Uilu  » 
oreea  are  not  even  ocMunally  revoksd.   I'*'* 
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■t  tb«  letton  of  Mr.  Bnasdl,  oor  Obai^  dm 
Affairee  at  f^ris,  of  tbe  tenth  of  December  last. 
Look  at  the  letters  of  the  Dnkea  of  Hana  and 
Gaete,  erf  the  twenty-fifth  of  the  aame  month. 
Look  at  her  ccndnot  sabeeqaent  to  the  flnt  of 
NoTember,  the  time  when  jon  were  informed 
that  those  deoreee  wonld  oeaae  to  operate.  Has 
(be  Dot  aeized  everj  Teeeel  which  has  arrived 
at  her  ports  rinoe  that  period!  Upon  this 
point  I  will  not  waste  the  time  of  the  Honse  hv 
attempting  to  ihow  that  those  de(a«es  are  stiu 
in  force,  a  bet  which  has  been  already  so  fbll; 
and  amply  proTed  by  the  candid  and  able  tarn- 
mfflttA  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
Torfc,  (lb-.  Ehott.) 

Bat,  dr,  I  will  go  flirther,  and,  for  the  sake 
rf  argument,  admit,  not  only  that  the  law  of 
Ifay,  1810,  has  all  the  binding  foroe  npon  this 
BaboD  of  a  treaty  made  by  we  regnlar  oonsd- 
tntiwial  anthtnitiea,  bnt  that  the  Berlin  «nd 
IfOan  decrees  were,  on  the  fifth  day  of  Angnst 
last,  aetnally  revoked ;  and,  after  the  first  day 
Koremfaer,  oeased  to  Tiolate  oar  nentral  com- 
merce. There  is  still  another  important  point 
to  be  cooRdered,  and  I  hope  gentlemen  will  at- 
tend to  it  with  osndor. 

Bir,  it  is  a  prindple  well  evtabUshed  by  the 
kw  of  nations,  as  well  aa  l>y  the  laws  of  nature 
and  reason,  that  when  one  nation,  in  conse- 
qoeace  of  revoking  oertoin  acta  i^orions  to 
another  nation,  claims  tnm  the  other  nation 
tiie  perfunnance  of  a  promise  made  on  eondi- 
Uma  that  those  aota  should  be  revoked,  it  Is 
DcooMory  that  the  nation  thos  claming  the  M- 
fibnent  of  ^e  promise,  shonld  first,  not  only  re- 
voke thoee  injnrions  acts,  bnt  it  shonld  also  be 
done  fUrty  and  honestly,  withont  snbterfiiKe  or 
merve,  and  without,  at  the  nune  time,  adopt- 
ing other  kieesores  eqaally  i^Jnriona,  and  pro- 
dodng  the  same  effects.  Now,  sir,  admit  that 
the  declaration  of  the  Doc  de  Oadore,  in  his 
letter  of  the  SUi  of  Angnst,  1810,  that  the  Ber- 
lin alhl  UUan  deoreee  wiare  revoked,  and,  aftca- 
the  firtf  of  Kovamber,  wonld  cease  to  vidote 
our  noitral  oommerc^  was  an  aetnal  revocation 
of  thoae  decrees;  still,  bt,  if  this  was  merely  to 
anrase  and  deodve  ns,  If  another  act  equally  in- 
tnriooB  was  at  the  some  time  sabstitnted,  will 
■t  be  contended  that  France  baa,  nevertheleea, 
fUriy  complied  with  the  conditions  of  yoor 
law!  Bir,  it  is  a  very  ringnlar  fiuit  tha^  on 
this  very  fifth  day  of  Angnst,  another  decree  was 
ksoed  by  the  French  Emperor,  whioh  was 
eqaally  ^nrions,  and  amoonted,  in  bet,  to  a 
wtAlHlion  of  onr  cmnmeree,  aa  mnoh  as  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  deorMt.  I  oUtide  to  the  dn- 
tiee  establlabed  by  the  Knpcror  on  ortkles  <rf 
AmericMi  produce,  which  were  to  enormoosly 
hi^,  that  the  owner  wonld  prsAr  an  abandon- 
ment of  bis  eargo  to  a  payment  of  Qm  doliee. 
Even  this  was  insnffldent;  fbr,  by  a  sabseqnent 
decree,  variona  articles  were  prohlbltod,  and 
llwee  which  wera  allowed,  most  only  be  ez- 
pcsted  in  veaads  which  shonld  sail  from  Oharies- 
Um  or  New  York. 

la  tUo,  dr,  that  fidr,  that  htmsrt  repeal  of 


the  Berlin  and  mian  decrees ;  is  this  thst  ftona 
Jide  performance  of  the  o(»iditioh ;  that  ceasing 
to  violate  onr  nentral  commerce,'  which  laye  OB 
nnder  snob  solemn  obligattona  to  France  t  Am 
I  not,  then,  Hr.  Speaker,  antbcoixed  to  say, 
that  the  condition  of  the  law  of  Hav,  1810,  has 
not  been  complied  with?  I  trust,  sir,  as  to  this 
point,  thst  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  Btate 
to  Hr.  Torrean,  of  the  ISth  of  December  last, 
will  be  coniddered  as  conclunve.  In  this  let- 
ter, the  Secretary,  speaking  of  the  enormoos 
datiea  which  have  been  mentioned,  observes: 
"11,  then,  for  the  revoked  decrees,  mnnioipal 
laws,  ptodndng  the  ssme  commerdal  effoot, 
have  been  snbstitnted ;  the  mode  only,  and  not 
the  messnre,  have  ondergone  an  aHaration." 

To  my  mitid,  sir,  QtSa  insidiona,  this  psrfidions 
conduct,  on  the  part  of  Kapoteon,  is  infinitely 
base,  and  merits  the  indignation  of  tho 


It  is  an  attempt,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
pression, to  gnil  and  deceive  ns,  by  an  artAil, 
intrignbg  policy,  which  ought  to*  exdte  onr 
Jealousy,  and  ronse  our  highest  resentments. 
I  trosL  sir,  I  have  fdrty  shown  that  onr  fiiith  is 
not  ^gbted,  that  we  are  nnder  no  obligatioas 
to  Hapoleon.  If  In  this  I  am  correct,  then  the 
paseoge  of  the  preaent  bill  is  a  mere  question  of 
policy  and  interest. 

It  would  be  a  mere  waste  of  time  to  attempt, 
by  a  referenoe  to  the  past  evils  which  have  re- 
snlted  from  this  restrictive  syst«m,  to  show  the 
impolicy  of  its  continnonoe.  The  bad  efibcta 
already  prodnced  ore  but  too  well  known.  This, 
dr,  is  tne  fkvorable  moment  to  erase  it  fh>m 
yonr  statnte  books ;  the  policy  and  interest  of 
the  nation  requira  it 

Let  OS  euunlncL  &r  a  moment,  the  oonsa- 
qnenoes  of  its  contuinance. 

Do  yon  believe,  rir,  that  yonr  merchants,  a 
great  portion  of  whow  property  has  been  eeiied 
by  fbrelgn  nations,  when  the  remnant  of  thdr 
vessels,  which  have  escaped,  shsll,  npon  enter- 
ing yoor  own  ports,  be  seised  by  yonr  own 
cnstom-honse  oificers,  that  they  will  be  satisfied 
to  lose  the  remainder  of  thelrproperty,  in  pnr- 
snanoe  of  yonr  own  laws  I  They  will  think  it 
hard  enough,  that  millions  of  their  propertv 
have  been  seized  hv  France,  by  Denmark^  and 
by  Sweden,  without  having  the  remainder  seiied 
on  their  return,  and  confiscated  by  their  own 
Qovemment  Surely,  sir,  tiey  will  reqnira 
strong  eridence  of  the  foot  that  vonr  faiuh  ic 
plighted  to  France,  before  they  will  be  satisfied 
witti  the  measure  yon  are  abont  to  adopt 

Jlr.  Speaker,  I  am  not  the  Bepreeentotive  of 
merchants:  I  fbel  no  peculiar  interest  In  their 
fovor,  hot  I  eondder  them  a  nseftal  class  of  dti- 
sens;  their  Interests  ar«  dosely  oonnect«d  with 
the  interests  of  yonr  farmers;    and,  In  this 

'  "    '    '       "  at  least  entitled  to  no- 


polnt  of  view,  they  a 

tice.  Hitherto,  yoor  merchants  have  been  noted 
for  their  ftimess,  and  (br  the  respect  they  have 
paid  to  yoor  revenne  laws.  BuL  sir,  after  hav* 
tug  ti       ' ' — ■* — ' "■- 


M  to  yonr  revenne  laws,    unt  su,  aner  nav* 
;  tfceir  property  plnndered  by  Fnmoe,  by 
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I>etimaric,  and  Sweden,  will  thej  not,  when 
thej  learn  that  from  a  sompnloiiB  regard  to 
f  OUT  futh  plighted  to  France,  a  faitli,  however, 
whtoh  hae  no  ezirtence,  70D  seize,  with  a  few 
exceptioQH,  aU  which  retnm ;  will  they  not,  I 
repeat  it,  endeavor  to  land  their  cajidos  bo  as 
to  escape  the  Tigilance  of  your  officers  t    Have 

!'OQ  no  apprehension  that,  when  they  baTe  once 
eamt  the  art  of  Bmnggliug  to  Bare  tbeir  prop- 
erty from  seiEure  and  confiscatioa,  they  will 
afterwards  practise  it,  to  avoid  the  payment  of 
dotieel  I  fear  tJiat  this  system  will  have  a 
tendency  to  oormpt  the  morale  of  your  mer- 
ehanta,  and  from  them  it  will  ezteoa  thron^- 
ODt  the  ooontry. 

Wkdubbdat,  Febmary  27. 
The  Honse  formed  a  qnomm  at  balf-past  ten 
o'clock. 
Mr.  QoLD. — Mr.  Speaker,  at  a  period  when 

the  civilized  world  is  oonvolsed  by  continued 
war,  to  its  ctmtre ;'  when  the  European  con- 
tinent is  exhibiting  the  marks  of  mtbless  o(m- 
qneat,  and  is  threatened  with  all  that  borbariBm, 
with  wbioh  Attila,  with  his  invading  border 
overwhelmed  the  Roman  world,  it  beoomes  tbe 
Oonnoils  of  this  nation  to  move  with  cantions 
steps  on  tbe  theatre  of  our  foreign  relations ;  to 
move,  sir,  with  a  fixed  eye  on  uie  great  law  of 
nentrality,  and  yield  an  implicit  obediani 
ita  high  iignnctiona. 

It  eminently  becomes,  sir,  the  Government  of 
this  conntry,  m  all  our  oonoerns  with  the  bel- 
Ugerents  of  Europe,  to  carry  an  even  hand,  to 
manifest  to  both  a  fur,  impartial,  nad  equal 
oondoot.  Without  BQch  a  conrse,  the  conse- 
qnences  to  onr  peace  and  prosperity,  from  the 
jealooay  and  violence  of  wornng  Dations,  are 
inevitable,  and,  with  it,  we  caa  hardly  promise 
onrselvea  exemption  (rata  aggressions  and  epo- 
liation ;  snch  and  so  destraotive  i^  the  spirit  of 
the  times.  N^ead  I,  sir,  to  eicite  oantioD  in  le- 
gislation, refer  the  Honse  to  the  conseqnences 
of  the  non-interoonrse  act  of  the  1st  of  Uarob, 
1609 ;  for,  however  free  from  all  eioeption 
from  the  belligerents  was  that  act,  yet  Fiance, 
in  the  wautAnnees  of  power,  made  it  the  pre- 
text for  the  exercise  oftbe  rigorons  right  of 
reprisal  by  an  additional  decree,  which,  with 
the  preceding,  have,  like  the  besom  of  deetrac- 
tion,  swept  our  property  from  the  ocean. 

It  was  on  that  act  tbat  the  RambonUlet  de- 
cree of  the  23d  of  Uarob  last,  was  fonnded  for 
its  sole  justification ;  and  eo  do  the  very  terms 
of  the  decree,  tbamefnl  and  disgraoefol  as  it  is, 
inMKjrt. 

In  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  onr  Oovem- 
mont  under  the  act  of  the  Ist  of  Uay  last  (tlie 
act  npon  which  tbe  President's  proclamation 
for  a  non-importation  w!tb  Great  Brit^  is 
founded,)  permit  me,  sir,  to  ask  if  the  spirit  of  a 
fair  and  impartial  nentrality,  so  eminendy  oe- 
ceesary  in  the  critical  utoation  of  the  Unit'^ 
Btattie,  has  gnided  onr  proceedings  with  the 
req>estive  belligerents !    By  this  aet,  if  eitber 


of  the  belligerents  rescinded  its  edicto,  vioMsg 
OUT  neatral  rights,  the  non-intertoorse  Kt  wh 
to  be  pat  in  force  against  the  other  refoaag  to 
reednd,  and  tbe  Preddest,  by  prodimUiM^ 
was  to  declare  such  &ot  of  rescinding.  Under 
this  provision,  sir,  the  Preddent  sabslitiit«d( 
pron>ectiveengBgementforafiKitdoiie;  a^nm- 
ise  lor  a  perftHmance ;  tbe  fntnre  for  Che  M 
and  heno^  sir,  have  reenlted  onr  preeeotdfi- 
cnlties ;  that  oriffls  which  bean  so  hard  ract 
the  American  people.  It  is  not,  nr,  myoqiet 
to  impeach  the  motives  of  tbe  Pr«sdent  in  tim 
ill-£at«d  prooeedii^^  I  am  to  preeome'alontf 
conntry  gnided  him ;  but  it  ia  impciriUe  net 
to  see  in  the  measure  a  coqim  mdn^t  to 
France,  a  construction  npon  the  tettw  <i  tbt 
Dnke  de  Gadore,  of  the  Bth  of  Angnit  H 
(tonohing  the  revocation  ot  the  decrees  of  Bte- 
tin  and  MilanJ  the  most  &vorable  and  adim- 
ta^os  to  that  country,  and  ofiemnva  to  Gnd 
Britain.  For,  tar,  notwithstandiDg  the  abort 
proclamation,  the  noonday  ami  is  not  Maa 
than  that  tbcee  decrees  are  not  revoked;  mr 
indeed,  mr,  will  they,  in  my  opinion,  ever  be 
revoked  under  the  above  acL  The  nbnost  ex- 
tent of  onr  hopes,  from  the  last  dequteh* 
traoamitting  the  official  commnnicatiaa  eftla 
twanty-fifth  of  December  last,  from  tiie  Gnid 
Jndge  Uaasa,  and  the  Minister  of  Hdum, 
Gaela,  is,  that  onr  ve»els  (with  thdr  targoo^ 
seized  in  the  ports  of  France  unce  the  finC  d 
November,  in  violation  of  the  stipulation  of  the 
above  tett«r  of  the  6th  of  Angost,  aadofiU 
that  is  holden  sacred  among  nations,  may  be  it 
some  fntnre  day,  nnder  some  new  and  eI■b•^ 
rasaiug  additions,  flowing  .from  the  pefioj  ^ 
Kapoleon,  restored  to  our  sofiering  citiielia 
&;r  the  last  pKragraph  of  the  above  letter  of  tbe 
Umiater  of  the  Finances,  it  would  ee<m  tbit 
the  Emperor  and  King  has  shut  bis  eyes  quo 
past  engagemuita,  and  referred  all  tnit.coa- 
cems  ns  to  the  second  day  of  February,  vben 
new  toils  are  to  be^read,  aa  is  to  be  presmne^ 
for  the  mjsospecting,  crednloos,  and  eonfii^ 
American  merchant  and  navigator-  AgniM 
tiie  mass  of  evidence,  that  the  French  deows 
are  not  revoked— evidaioe  which  is  inoessd 
by  the  melancholy  advices  of  every  east  wind-' 
the  honorable  member  (Mi.  Rau)  from  Tw- 
neseee,  refers  ns  to  the  Presidrait  s  procluns- 
ticn,  as  a  foundation  for  onr  faith  in  the  repesi 
of  the  decrees  to  rest  on ;  this  is  evidence  in- 
deed of  things  not  seen.  Aa  well  mi^tllw 
trembling  mariner  look  to  bis  almanac  fw  dw 
state  of  the  weather  at  the  moment  the  ptilM 
tempest  Ls  beating  npon  him,  and  his  ve«I  >> 
sinlaiig  nnder  the  shock  of  the  elements.  Vbil- 
ever  giotmd  of  hope  or  belief  in  the  good  &iu 
of  France  existed  at  the  Idme  ot  isBoing  tbe 
proclamation,  snbseqnent  events  have  remond 
those  groimds  from  nnder  onr  feet,  and  blsat* 
all  onr  hopes ;  the  wily  policy  of  the  Reaca 
Conrt  stands  oonfefBed ;  the  Emperor  loves  bnt 
chastui ;  he  sednoee  bnt  to  destroy. 
"While  the  indulgent  course,  the  fivoi^Je*- 
terpreUtion  of  the  letter  of  Cadore  of  thsStt 
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of  Angnit  above  romtioned,  was  adopted  bj 
the  Cabinet  towards  France;  wai  a  dmilu- 
temper  and  disposition  msnifeited  in  reladon  to 
Great  Britsiat 

1  fear,  sir,  this  part  of  the  cMe  will  not  well 
bear  scratin  j.  Tbat  the  Orders  in  Council,  and 
not  the  doctrine  of  blockade,  were  tbe  electa 
of  the  act  of  the  1st  of  Hay,  in  relatdnn  to  Great 
Britsin,  not  only  tbe  debates  of  the  period,  bat 
the  recollection  of  eveiy  member  of  tbis  House, 
wiD  bear  me  oat  in  asaerting.  That  mere 
craising  blockades,  and  every  other  blockade 
not  supported  by  an  actual  investing  force,  is 
nnwarranted  by  the  laws  of  notions,  is  niy  dear 
oonvi^on ;  it  is  tbe  result  of  examiDation  and 
reflection  on  the  soyect;  hot  nnfoimded  in 
public  law  as  is  tbe  doctrine  set  np  by  Great 
Britain,  its  abandonment  or  modinoalJon  c 
0DI7  be  expected  from  treaty,  and  not  by  an 
IsolAted  dedaratioQ  at  the  threshold,  under  the 
threat  of  a  epecifio  alternative.  Tlie  Orders  in 
Conocil  beine  removed,  the  blockade  of  Haj, 
1606,  wontd  have  been  little  more  than  nomi- 
nal ;  why  then  was  it  insisted  on  sa  indispen- 
sable, imder  the  above  eott  Throngh  a  strange 
fiitality,  sonielhiag,  inconsiderable  in  itself,  is 
always  foand  in  onr  demauds  npon  Great 
Kitain,  to  bar  a  settlement 

Bot,  Hr.  Speaker,  what  is  cahinlated  mncb 
more  to  pnt  in  jeopardy  the  neutral  character 
of  our  Government  is  tbe  bill  on  the  table. 
While  all  is  Qticeriuiity  and  embarrassment 
with  Fr&nce;  wbile  her  decreee  remain  merely 
floiipended  and  not  revoked;  wbile  yoar  mer- 
diuita,  tmsting  to  the  plighted  faith  of  the 
Emperor,  have  been  drawn  into  the  French 
ports  and  there  betrayed  and  sacrificed;  while 
commeroe  Is  bleeding  at  every  pore  onder  the 
merciless  gripe  of  Napoleon,  we  are  colled  on 
to  go  &rtber  to  conciliate  France,  than  she  was 
entitled  to,  had  she  Euthfiilly  revoked  her  de- 
nies. Upon  revoking  his  decrees,  the  Empe- 
ror waa  entitled  to  have  the  act  of  tbe  Ist  of 
Vav  carried  into  effect  agslnst  Great  Britain, 
and  be  wu  entitlad  to  no  more.  Bach,  sir,  is 
the  precise  oondition  imposed  on  the  United 
States  by  the  letter  of  tbe  I>uke  de  Cadore, 
of  the  Dth  of  Aagnsl^  and  tbis  is  the  whole 
extent  of  tbe  requirement  Upon  what  groand, 
then,  rir,  is  it  tbat  we  are  called  on  to  pass  this 
additional  non-importation  act  against  QreA 
Britain?  If  France  has  revoked  ber  decrees, 
is  not  a  non-importation  with  Great  Britain  in- 
evitable, and  does  it  not  exist !  Bat  I  will  pat 
the  key  1*  the  door;  let  ns  not  disaemble; 
France  has  not  revoked,  and  for  that  cause  and 
that  alone,  has  the  qaestion  arisen,  whether 
there  be  at  tbis  time  a  legal  non-importation 
with  Gpest  Brit^.  If|  sir,  there  be  any  other 
Sfficnlty,  in  the  way  of  a  non-importation  with 
Great  Britain;  if  there  do«e  exist  any  other 
pOMiblo  obstacle,  let  the  advocates  of  tbe  bill 
name  that  obstacle.  I  make  the  ^>pea]  to  gen- 
tlemen, I  demand  of  the  chairman  of  tbe  com- 
mittee who  reported  this  bill,  why  and  where- 
fore it  is  presented?    France  has  fuled  to  re- 


voke her  decrees,  and  as  each  'revocation  was, 
under  tbe  act  of  the  first  of  Hay,  a  pre-reqaidte 
to  non-importation  with  Great  Britain,  sooh 
non-importation  mnst  fall,  onless  this  additional 
Oct  in  favor  of  France  is  passed.  This,  sir,  is 
the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  the  case ;  and 
on  no  other  ground  can  this  disastrous  measure 
be  placed.  If  Fracoe  revoked  her  decrees,  she 
was  entitled  to  a  non-importation  against  Great 
Britain,  and  if  she  failed  to  revoke,  what  ?  The 
bill  gives  the  answer— she  is  equally  entitled-, 
BO  that,  do  what  France  may  do,  tbe  end  must 
be  a  non-importation  with  England.  Such,  sir, 
is  the  logic  of  your  bill ;  such  the  impartioli^ 
towards  tbe  belligerents ;  sach  and  so  barefaced 
the  sabversion  of  tbe  great  principle  of  the  act 
of  Hay  last 

Tbe  prineipto  ef  the  act  of  Hay  was  just  and 
equal ;  our  offers  ta  Great  Britain  and  France 
were  the  same,  and  tbe  result,  in  case  of  refti- 
sal,  alike  to  both.  France  met  the  offer  by  the 
famous  letter  of  Cadore,  of  the  Sth  of  Angnat; 
in  wliicb,  with  more  thsn  conjurer's  skill,  this 
disciple  of  the  Jesuits  brought  together  and 
united  both  present  and  future;  he  revoked  and 
did  not  revoke ;  he  gave  up  the  decrees  and  jet 
retained  their  operation  or  effects ;  he  made  the 
revocation  both  sbsolate  and  conditional;  abso- 
lute for  obtaining  the  President's  proclamation, 
oooditioDol  for  the  porpose  of  eluding  perform- 
ance; abeolnteftir  drawing  our  property  within 
his  olotobec,  conditional  for  retaining  it,  to  fill 
his  coffers  and  fatten  bis  minioos;  in  fine,  mr, 
the  letter  was  one  thing,  or  another  thing,  or 
nothing  at  all,  as  artifice  might  suggest  or  future 
events  render  neceeaarj. 

Bnt,  sir,  the  moat  copious  source  of  error  that 
I  have  witneswd  dunng  the  varions  debates 
upon  tbe  proceedings  under  the  set  of  the  Ist 
or  iUj,  is  found  in  the  extent  of  the  Beriin  and 
HUan  decreee.  The  gentlemen  who  have  com- 
menced their  career  of  conciliatiou  with  France, 
treated  thoee  decreee  as  operating  only  on  the 
narrow  ground  of  direct  commerce  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  on  onr 
vessels  to  other  ports  which  have  snbmitted  to 
British  search ;  hence  the  effort  to  Justify  the 
late  seixares  of  our  vessels  in  Fr^ce,  upon 
gronnds  consistent  with  the  repeal  of  thoee  de- 
crees, as  being  laden  with  British  colonial  pro- 
duce, &a  But,  rir,  this  cannot  avul  or  give 
the  least  color  to  the  pretence  of  a  repeal. 

The  Berlin  decree  mist  decree  which  emana- 
ted from  the  French  Emperor  at  tbe  capital  of 
prostrate  Prussia,  where  ce  sat  like  Harins  over 
the  ruins  of  Carthage)  oonttum  ten  distinct  arti- 
cles ;  the  Bth  and  Tth  prohibit  all  trade  in  Brit- 
ish mcrcban^se,  and,  the  more  effectually  to 
close  all  the  avenues  to  tbe  continent,  exclude 
from  tbe  continental  porta  all  veeeels  coming 
from  Great  Britain  or  her  colonies,  or  that 
shall  have  visited  the  colonies  efler  the  date  of 
tbe  decree.  The  Duke  de  Cadore,  by  the  above 
letter  of  the  iSth  of  August,  pledged  tbe  Em- 
)eror,  bis  master,  for  the  entire  repeal  of  this 
leoree  without  any  reserratiM).      Hod    this 
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pledge  be«i  faithfnUy  redeemed ;  had  snob  re- 
peal bean  had  with  good  faith,  it  would  have 
mbverted  the  whole  ooDtineatnl  ajstem  and  re- 
moved all  difficult;  both  between  the  United 
Btates  and  France,  and  between  tu  and  Oraot 
Britain,  as  it  mnat  bsTeprodaoed  the  aotnal  re- 
snlt  reqnirod  b;  Great  Brituu,  in  restoring  the 
eommerce  of  tbe  world  to  that  atata  it  was  in 
at  the  pronnlgftticoi  of  the  decr«e&  Althongb 
the  above  deore«e  partake  of  mnnioipal  aa  well 
as  external  regulation,  yet  the  French  Emporor, 
foreseeing  that  Great  Britain  voald  not  relin- 
qoiah  the  groond  taken  while  the  eontiiiental 
BTBtem,  ao  boatile  to  her  oommerdal  intaraata, 
waa  oonljniied,  and  yielding  for  a  momeot,  u 
is  aanpoeed,  to- the  eroana  of  sntfjogated  State*, 
Btjpolated  bj  the  above  letter  for  a  relinqoiah- 
ment  of  his  sTstem  hj  an  entire  >;^p^  of  thoee 
decrees.  Let  me  repeat,  tir,  had  Franoe  proved 
bithfol  to  her  engtgemenle^  die  United  States 
wonM  at  this  moment  have  had  a  prosperooa 
commerce  with  Enrope,  and  the  preaent  atate 
of  things  is  furlv  impntable  to  the  Emperor, 
with  whom  that  bill  on  jodt  table  invites  as  to 
proclaim  "  all  is  w^."  1  look  aboat  me,  air, 
with  emo^ns  of  concern  and  anzietT  to  &)d  a 
sronnd  on  which  to  Joatifj'  the  oonrse  adopted 
by  this  bill  towards  the  belUgerenta.  Thepeace, 
the  repntation,  and  honor  of  my  oonntry  are 
oonoeroed.  While  the  sreat  principles  of  jnstice 
and  fair  nentrality  shall  be  onr  landmarks  and 
gaide,  come  what  may,  hH  when  we  may,  we 
lUiall  stand  Justified  to  the  world,  and  what  is 
of  more  conteqnenoa,  we  aball  have  tbe  sap- 
port  of  onr  own  coosoienoea ;  the  sweet  and 
consoling  reflection,  that  we  stand  clear  of  faolt 
and  deserve  a  better  fiite.  This  bill  will  not 
give  the  United  States  tius  high  and  enviable 
condition. 

Mr.  PaABOoBi. — It  is  bat  seldom,  Hr.  Speaker, 
I  addreM  yon,  especially  on  subjects  of  the  na- 
ture and  importance  of  that  which  is  now  nnder 
diaonasioti.  Ferh^M  on  this  aoconnt,  I  may  not 
be  tbe  leas  entitled  to  voor  indnlgenoe  and  the 
attention  of  Uiis  assembly. 

Being  opposed  to  the  juinoiplee  of  this  bill, 
and  having  no  confidence  in  the  reaaons  or  pre- 
tences by  which  it  is  attempted  to  be  iostined, 
I  shall  not  tronble  yon  with  ao  eipoeition  of  iis 
partioDlar  details,  however  novel,  arbitrary,  and 
impotitio  they  may  appear.  The  bill  proposes 
substantially  a  revival  of  that  ayst^n  of  oom- 
mendal  reetriotions,  nnder  which  the  people  of 
onr  conntry  have  so  long  and  severely  snffered. 
It  Bubetaatially  denies  all  interconrse  with  Great 
^Udn  and  her  colonise,  by  exolndinglhim  our 
ports  Briti^  vessek  of  every  description,  and 
the  prodocts  and  mannfaotnres  of  that  nation  of 
ev«^  kind,  and  to  whcnnsoever  they  belong  ; 
vhile  at  the  same  time,  every  pocdl^  iDdnl- 
getice  is  granted  to  Franoe— her  vessels,  armed 
and  nnsnned,  her  prodnots  and  thoee  of  the  na- 
tions which  (iie  has  solgugated,  find  no  restraint 
fhun  ns.  Here  let  me  remark,  that  to  thcae 
two  contending  powers,  whenever  their  inter- 
est, or  the  intereats  of  either  of  them  come  in 


[fkaausT,  ItIL 

eontaot  with  the  interests  of  my  own  ooimbj, 
I  feel  no  preference,  I  make  no  disoriimiMUai ; 
my  fint  best  wiahee  ever  are  at  home.  1  mv 
Bolenmly  appeal  to  gentlemen,  why  aUl  t%  tt 
this  mmnent,  make  this  marked  distinetiog) 
Why  shall  we  take  this  hostile  attitada  tpad 
Great  Britiun,  and  cn>en  onr  amn  to  ibe  »■ 
brace  of  France — whan,  by  doing  so,  ve  wd 
inevitably  afflict  our  own  peorie,  and  dcjart 
from  that  character  ot  neotnlity,  whidi  lai 
been  the  alleged  boast  of  tbe  piesent  lod  U> 
Administration  ;  and  wluoh  alone  liai  sIIIhM 
those  in  power  an  apohin  with  tbe  penie  iv 
those  wild  sohemea  ct  p^cj,  with  whiea  that 
oonrse  haa  been  but  too  plainly  niaikcd,  nj 
that  aoeomnlaled  distress  wliidi  every  mis  bi 
seal,  md  every  honest  man  has  felt!  Omit 
be  beeaase  Bou^arte  has  said  he  IovmAi 
Amerioaost  I,  sir,  knov  no  other  omin.  I 
know  it  has  been  said  <m  this  flow,  and  Mid  tu 


by  tbe  hUH^abla  goitlemao  iriioKftwtsltlii 
bill,  and  his  bimori3>le  ooUeagDe,  Qb.  Qbdudb,) 
that  the  Beriin  and  IGlan  decrees  are  tmk- 
ed ;  and,  in  oomjdianee  with  the  law  oftht  Ui 
seeaiontrf  Oongreea,  the  faith  of  thii  uliooii 
pledged  to  Bonaparte,  fM  tlie  doe  eiecatioa  cf 
that  law  ^ainat  Great  Britain.  Tothosevpft- 
ions  my  nnderstandins  oansot  assent— tb*  ott- 
nlion  to  B<Hi^>art«  I  neither  feel  nor  iMfiert. 
That  none  soch  exist  will  not,  in  n^  opinii^ 
be  difBonlt  to  prove.  For  a  feir  nDdertUndiig 
of  this  question,  it  becomes  necessary  to  ij^ 
to  the  law  of  May,  1810.  On  that  liv  w 
the  proceedings  which  have  loeen  «itiieqn«itl! 
adopted  by  this  Oovenunent  and  France,  n* 
the  propriety  of  the  preeent  measures  be  jiali- 
fied  or  condemned.  The  act  allnded  to,  ia  Hi- 
stanoe,  dedares  :  "  That  in  case  either  Gnat 
Britain  or  France  ahsU,  before  the  lAiMjd 
March  next,  so  revoke  or  modiff  her  ediot9,<la< 
they  shall  cease  to  violate  tbe  neotral  conmivN 
of  the  United  Statea,  which  &et  tbe  frMJtat 
of  the  Unit«d  States  sbaU  declare  by  F«oiu» 
tion,andif  tbe  other  nation  shall  not,  ww 
three  months  thereafter,  so  revoke  or  tiom 
her  edicts  In  like  manner,  the  restrictive  pron- 
nonsofthelaw  of  1809  are  tobe  rerivedtv 
have  fall  force  and  efieot  agdnat  the  lU^'J 
refbsina  or  neglecting  to  revoke  or  niodi4< 
&&,  aod  the  restriotioBa  imposed  by  the  sct,si« 
from  thedateof  saohprocMmaft>n,too«n>iu^ 
be  disooutinoed  in  relation  to  the  natics  nn*- 
iug  or  modifying  her  deneee  in  the  m«iH( 
aforee^d. 

The  emphatio  vords  of  this  law  are, »  n™ 
or  modify,  as  Utat  tbey  cease  to  vitrista,  *ft 
Here  is  a  poritiv*^  unconditional,  ■"^'f^'lf 
prereqnisito,  to  be  eotnplied  with  befts*  "• 
President  was  anthorizea  to  exereise  tbe  pom 
dTen  to  him  ;  a  meciflc  fict  was  to  ^^J*" 
he  was  empowered  simply  to  msfce  its  «^*°^ 
known  to  tbe  nation ;  no  ^scretioa  «»  *B'>"' 
ed ;  nothing  left  to  donbtfol  ooostrocti«i--» 
oondiUonal  prwnissotT  note  of  «  P*™™"" 
agent,  of  a  more  perfidiona  master,  w»«  J* 
templatad  by  the  law.    The  great  qscstioi  m" 
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is,  doea  the  fact  on  which  the  proolamatioa  wu 
alone  to  iasne,  uid  on  which  its  IwitiniBcr  wlel  j 
depends,  exiit,  or  does  it  not  ?  TbeTei?  donbt 
oogbt  to  decide  the  qaestioo — the  burden  of 
proof  Dnqaestiomtblr  ought  to  rest  on  those 
who  call  on  iu  to  pass  this  law  ;  and  in  their 
own  longoage,  eiecnte  the  contract,  and  Tiolate 
not  the  foith  ao  solemolr  plighted  to  "  Napo- 
leoa  the  Great " — onfortan&telj  the  erldenoe 
on  which  thej  ret/  disproves  the  fiict,  and  we 
are  enabled  to  do  what  can  seldom  be  done, 
and  ongbt  nerer  to  be  required — prove  &  nega- 

The  letter  of  the  Dnlce  de  Oadore,  of  tibe  6tl) 
Aogott,  1810,  the  proclamation  of  the  9d  of  Ko- 
Tember,  and  Mr,  Rnkney's  diplomatic  medal 
pleading  in  his  letter  to  the  Seoretar/  of  State, 
of  the  10th  of  December,  constitiite  the  whole 
bnrden  of  proof  npon  which  the  advocates  of 
this  bill  reet  their  defence,  and  the  evidence  of 
the  fiict  on  which  alone  it  can  bejnstifled.  I 
luve  stated  the  law,  and  what  I  conceive  to  be 
its  obHgations  on  the  President  and  ourselves. 
It  will  now  be  proper  to  take  a  correct  view  of 
tlu9  famons  letter  of  the  Dae  de  Csdore  of  the 
Bth  Angcst^  this  honeyed  charm,  which  has  se- 
dnoed  ns  into  a  l&bjrintb,  from  whose  gloomy 
Mils  and  devioQs  windings  we  are,  I  fear,  not 
Boon  to  be  extricated.  This  letter,  which  con- 
tains bnt  one  sentenoe  of  plain  tmtb,vii:  "That 
the  Emperor  applauded  the  general  embarao 
laid  by  the  Unit«d  States  "— ^er  asserting  uie 
most  palpable  falmhood,  by  denying  that  the 
Emperor  hsd  knowledge  of  onr  law  of  Karch, 
IBOe,  nntil  very  lately,  and  Jastifying  the  mx- 
ore  and  condemnation  of  dl  Americtm  prop- 
erty which  had  entered,  not  only  the  ports  of 
France,  bnt  those  of  Spain,  Naples  and  Holland, 
dating  from  the  SOth  ofMay.ieo&i  and  declar- 
ing that  reprisal  was  a  right  commanded  by  the 
dignity  of  France,  a  circumstance  on  which  it 
waa  impossible  to  make  a  compromi«e — the  let- 
ter procwda:  "Kow  Congress  retrace  their 
itepa,  tbey  revoke  the  act  at  the  first  of  U aroh, 
tbe  porta  of  America  are  open  to  French  com- 
meroe,  and  France  is  no  longer  interdieied  to 
the  Americana.  In  abort,  Oongnes  engages  to 
(^ipoee  itself  to  that  one  of  the  belligerent  pow- 
cn  which  aboold  refoae  to  acknowledge  the 
ri^ts  of  nentrab.  In  this  new  state  t>t  uiiius, 
I  am  anthoriied  to  declare  to  yon,  air,  tbat  Uie 
dflcrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  revoked,  and 
tbat  after  the  first  of  November  they  will  oease  to 
have  effect ;  it  being  understood,  that  in  oonse- 
qnenoe  of  tins  deolwation,  (remark,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, this  declaration,  not  this  fbot,)  the  Endish 
shall  revoke  their  Orders  in  OonndL  aod  re- 
noonoe  tbe  new  principles  of  Uookode,  wbidi 
tbey  faAVfl  wished  to  establiah,  or  that  tbe  Unit- 
ed Stat«e,  cDnfbrmable  to  tbe  act  yon  have  Jn*t 
ooioninoicated,  sfaaU  oanse  their  rwbta  to  be  re- 
epedei  by  ifae  Enj^sh  "—thai  Mows  In  sweet 
accents  His  M^usty's  declaration  of  love  for  the 
Americans,  his  soboltade  for  onr  prosperity,  and 
tbegloi7  of  Franoe. 

TbM  ia  the  gilded  pill,  in  which  loits  a  moat 


deadly  venom,  and  which  if  we  swallow,  I  fear 
all  the  political  qaackery  of  the  nation  cannot 
save  ns.  On  this  latter,  gentiemen  rely  for  the 
revocation  of  tbe  French  edicts,  and  Uie  fl«e- 
dom  of  oar  oommerce  with  France.  Allowing 
the  most  favorable  oonstnictdon  to  this  letter, 
and  abstracting  it  from  drcnmst^noce  and  facts 
both  before  and  after  its  date,  it  will  not  bear 
gentlemen  oat  in  tb^r  oonclnsion  ;  it  does  not 
satiafy  yonr  law,  and  did  not  warrant  the  state 
of  things  which  has  been  and  is  about  to  be 
prodnoed.  Instead  of  an  existing  and  deter- 
mined foot,  we  have  a  promise,  and  that  too 
oh^ed  with  oonditioni^  wbioh  it  waa  well 
known  to  tbe  Emperor  woiold  not  or  conld  not 
be  complied  with  to  the  extent  reqaired  by  him. 
Tbe  conditions  which  depended  oA  Great  Brit- 
ain, he  knew,  never  wonld  be  yielded,  and  that 
which  depended  on  onisetves  waa  nothing  short 
of  war  with  England  or  onr  own  dozens,  by 
oppressing  them  with  a  perpetnal  embargo. 
Instead  of  an  authenticated  act  of  revocation, 
bearing  the  anthori^  of  the  most  ordinary  law 
or  edict  of  tbe  French  Empire,  we  have  nothing 
bnt  a  letter  from  the  agent  of  the  Government, 
and  which  the  Emperor  may  disavow  at  pleaa- 
nre — as  was  done  u  the  case  of  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  in  his  explanations  to  Qeneral  Arm- 
strong of  the  intended  operation  of  the  Berlin 
decree — instead  of  the  restoration  of  the  im- 
la  amonnt  of  American  property,  of  which 
yonr  citizens  have  been  mMt  cmeily  and  nn- 
jnstty  robbed  by  this  feD  monster  of  the  age — 
and  whidt  the  Prerident  declared,  throogh  the 
Secretary  of  Stole,  in  letters  to  Ganeral  Arm- 
strong fi  the  6th  of  Jme  and  Joly,  most  pre- 
cede on  arrangement  with  France,  and  was  an 
indispensable  evidence  of  the  jnst  pnrpose  of 
France  towards  the  United  States  ;  instead  of 
having  forty  or  fifty  millions'  worth  of  onr  prop- 
erty restored,  we  are  vanntingly  told,  that  the 
property  was  oonflacated  as  a  measnre  of  re- 
priMl,  that  the  principles  of  reprisal  mnst  be 
the  law  in  tbat  afiUr,  and  tliat  a  compromise 
wonld  be  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of 
Franoe— the  plun  English  of  which  is,  we  have 
tbe  property  and  we  will  keep  it.  Ifr,  Speaker, 
are  we  to  be  thns  amnsed  ?  ■  Oommoa  honor 
and  common  sense  revolt  at  the  idea. 

An  honorable  gentleman  front  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  CeitbbJ)  whom  I  am  very  mnoh  in- 
clined to  respect,  in  on  ingenious    argument 


tbe  rteoeation  of  those  decrees  depended  o 
mere  voUlum  of  the  mind  of  the  Emperor,  not 
requiring  antbentication  or  form;  ondaltbongh 
they  might  be  revived  the  next  moment^  or 
snbstitnt«d  by  other  regnlati(»is  equally  affect- 
ing onr  neutral  rights,  still  they  were  revoked. 
TboB  attribnting  an  antbority  to  Bonaparte,  de- 
scriptive of  the  power  of  the  God  of  nature — 
when  he  sud,  let  there  be  light  and  there  was 
light.  And  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Haa- 
sochnsettg,  (Mr.  Qoiitot,  (who  contended  that 
^>nn  was  eawnlial  to  the  repeal  of  a  duoree,  be 
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remarked  that  the  gentlemtui  inuited  Jbrra  And 
not  Bnbstance.  IVom  this  ooorae  of  reaeoning, 
I  coaceiTe  the  gentlemEU  has  sdmittM,  that 
thia  pretended  revocation  hu  neither  fonn  nor 
Bubstanoe.  Ao  edict  rag^  be  deSned  to  be  a 
law  promulgated  in  mich  form  as  the  institntionH 
of  the  coontry  require,  or  some  act  of  sovereign 
anthorit;,  which  has  gone  through  the  establish- 
ed forms  of  ofBce,  so  bb  to  become  obligatory. 
The  edicts  of  France  have  an  appropriate  form, 
their  aathorit;  is  attested  bj  the  Emperor  and 
publicity  is  giTen,  for  the  direction  of  those 
whose  duty  it  is  to  carry  them  into  effect.  Sir, 
the  decree  of  the  moat  abeolnte  monarch  on 
earth  is  do  decree  till  it  is  pnbluhed.  I  con- 
tend that  a  remeatum  or  modMoadon  of  an  edict 
requires  the  same  or  equal  solemnities  with  its 
enactment;  the/octmuatezifit  and  be  officially 
made  known  before  it  becomes  obligatory — no 
declaration  of  an  intention  to  revoke,  can  coa- 
Btitate  an  actual  revooatioD.  The  actonghtnot 
only  to  be  determi.  ed  and  pablic,  bat  susoepti- 
ble  of  anthenUc&tion,  and  capable  of  bdng  com- 
maaicated  to  the  nation  and  the  world. 

This  opinion,  if  it  needs  anthority,  ia  sapport- 
ed  by  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  onr  Uiuisters  at  Paris  and  London,  of  the 
BthJuIy,  Mr.  Pinkney  is  directed  in  these 
words — "  If  the  British  Government  should  ac- 
cede to  the  overture  contained  in  the  act  of 
Congress,  bj  repealing  or  so  modifying  its 
edicts,  as  that  they  will  cease  to  violate  our  neu- 
tral rights,  yon  inll  transmit  the  repeal,  prop- 
erly aathenticated,  to  General  Armatroiig,  and 
if  necessary,  by  a  special  messenger,  and  you 
will  hasten  to  transmit  it  also  to  this  Depart- 
ment—dmilar  directions  are  given  t«  General 


Will  it  for  a  moment  be  contended,  that  the 
formal  aalhentieattcn  required  b;  the  Admin- 
istration, conld  mean  a  Jesuitical,  insolent  equiv- 
ocal, conditional  letter,  full  of  souad,  and  mean- 
ing nothing  for  oar  good  !  Bat,  say  gentlemen, 
the  President  received  the  evidence  sad  issued 
his  proclamation.  This  is  troe;  bat  why  has 
he  done  so,  and  how  Jostified  by  the  law  under 
which  slone  he  was  authorized  to  act,  is,  to  my 
mind,  perfectly  inexplicable ;  why,  in  tlie  oonrse 
of  this  arrangement  with  France,  he  has  varied 
the  ground  which  he  first  took—'why  dispensed 
with  requisites  at  one  time  declared  ioai^>ea- 
eable — whyheadvanced  in exactioiufhim Great 
Britain  in  proportiou  ad  he  receded  from  de- 
mands on  France,  is  left  for  himself  and  those 
who  have  more  wisdom  than  myself  to  deter- 
mine. J  trust,  sir,  1  have  a  proper  share  of 
confidence  in  the  Eiecative,  and  have  &□  dis- 
podtion  to  detract  from  his  merit;  but  he  is 
only  man,  and  therefore  satgeet  to  the  frailties 
man  is  heir  to.  'Wehaveasyet  no  sach  maxim 
Along  ns,  as  that  the  Executive  is  infsllible — 
he  can  do  no  wrong.  Whatever  may  be  the 
disposition  of  other  geatlemen,  I  am  as  yet  too 
free,  too  much  of  a  genuine  JUpablieaa  to  sub- 
scribe (n  such  a  doctrine.  I  said,  sir,  that  in  the 
course  of  thb  arrangement  with  n^ce,  the  Ad- 


ministration advanced  in  their  demands  on  Great 
Britsin  and  receded  sa  to  France. 

I  argne  Avm  the  documents,  which  acoompa- 
nied  the  PreeidenC'a  Message  at  the  opeuiiig  d 
tl>a  present  session  of  Oon^e^s.  The  fiist  letter 
in  the  documents  from  the  Secntarj  of  Stitc 
to  Mr.  Pinkaey,  of  the  SOth  January,  1810,  doa 
not  contain  a  word  on  the  subject  of  blecksdw 
— on  the  contrary,  the  Orders  in  Counal  us 
aloqe  required  to  be  repealed,  as  preparatory  to 
a  teeaty  with  Great  Britein  ;  and  the  Bcitiah 
Government  are  assured  of  the  cordial  iSspau- 
tion  "  of  the  President  to  exercise  any  powv 
with  which  he  may  be  invested,  to  put  sa  eod 
to  acts  of  Congress  wliich  would  not  be  reawt- 
ed  to  but  for  the  Orders  in  Conneil,  and  at  tlie 
same  time  of  his  determination  to  put  tbaa  in 
force  against  France,  in  case  her  decrees  shonU 
not  also  be  repealed." 

His  letter  of  the  4th  of  May,  which  witi  tlie 
firstafter  psBungtheact  of  thelstofMayli*, 
that  enclosed  a  copy  of  that  act,  is  not  publish- 
ed. On  the  32d  of  May,  another  letter  is  eat 
enclosing  a  second  oogy  of  the  act  of  Gougrai^ 
in  which  there  is  not  to  be  fonnd  any  requiatida 
of  a  repeal  of  the  blockade  which  ia  now  mide 
a  «iiM  qva  non  to  en  arrangement  with  Grest 
Britain.  But  on  the  Sd  of  July,  after  the  uri- 
val  of  the  John  Adams,  which  brought  the  coi- 
respondence  between  oar  Ministers  al  Paris  sod 
London,  and  the  Agents  of  the  British  sod 
French  Governments,  on  the  subject  of  the  re- 
peal of  their  several  orders  and  decreeg ;  ud 
when  it  was  known  that  the  British  Gorem- 
ment  would  not  abandon  her  system  of  blockids 
and  adopt  the  principlea  contended  for  by  Frtuee 
— in  this  letter,  I  say,  is  contwned  not  only  i 
demand  of  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  iu  Gouudl, 
but  also  of  the  blockading  order  of  May,  ISOa. 
I  have  already  shown,  from  the  letters  beGne 
me,  of  the  5lh  June  and  July,  that  the  restors- 
tion  of  the  property  of  our  citizens,  oou£9at«d 
by  the  order  of  Bonaparte,  was  declared  by  ths 
Executive  as  an  indispensable  pre-requisite  to  u 
arrangement  with  the  French  GovenuneoL 
But  the  proclamation  of  the  Preudent  h*s  been 
issued  without  a  eent  of  property  l)eing  resItK- 
ed  ;  nor  is  there  the  most  distant  prospect  d 
onr  regaining  a  shilling  from  his  iron  grup- 
Thus  have  the  Administration  obanged  the 
ground  first  taken,  increased  the  demsuds  <n 
Great  Britain,  and  abandoned  what  was  deem- 
ed indispensable  ou  the  part  of  France. 

So  conscious  wasthaPreadent  of  the  juaCex- 
pectation  of  the  people  of  this  ceuotry,  <i^ 
provision  would  be  made  for  the  restoralioD  of 
their  property,  he  informs  Mr.  Armstrong  on 
the  2d  of  November,  the  day  the  proolsnitiwa 
was  issued,  that  "  in  issuing  the  proclwo^ion  it 
has  been  preenmed,  that  the  requirition  ou  1» 
subject  of  the  sequestered  property  will  l"*™ 
been  complied  with."  From  what  this  pneuo^ 
tion  arose,  I  am  at  a  lose  to  say— the  letter  « 
the  Duo  de  Oadore  to  General  ArmitroBg,  <" 
the  12th  September,  had  been  received  here ;  ** 
had  been  told  there  would  be  no  comprcauM ; 
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Ae  law  of  rtprital  mort  savem.  8!r,  the  law 
rf  reprisal,  as  recognized  07  the  laws  of  natioDB, 
orald  never  have  anChoriEed  the  aeizare.  Be- 
prisala  can  onlj  be  reeortedto  is  oa!«.o 
■et  of  hostility  committed  bf  one  nation  on  the 
pajoperty  or  citizens  of  aootiier,  and  after  com- 
pensation for  tbeiiuaryhas  becoi  demanded  and 
refiued  ;  &iid  eren  in  that  case,  the  pronertj 
taken  is  to  be  hold  only  in  pledge,  till  aatia&o- 
tiMi  is  made  by  the  offending  nation.  The  mo- 
neot  that  confiacstion  talcea  place  the  principle 
of  reprisal  ceaaee  and  it  becomes  ao  aot  of  war. 
We  had  done  no  iqjnry  to  France ;  we  had  vio- 
lated neither  the  nghts  of  the  perEons  or  prop- 
erty of  her  anbjeota — no  demand  of  indemnity 
was  ever  made ;  not  a  ootoplai  at  whispered,  till 
nearly  twelve  months  after  the  paasing  of  the 
law.  (and  after  ita  expiration  too,)  which  is 
made  the  pretext  for  tbia  monstrooB  outrage. 
The  law  of  reprisal  bad  nothing  to  do  with  Uie 
af&ir,  and  the  eonfi«catlon  of  our  propertj  ez- 
dndes  the  idea  of  restoration.  I  oonfeaa  1  was 
aotoTki^ed,  and  felt  humbled  as  an  American, 
wheD  I  heard  the  language  of  the  FreMdent  of 
the  United  States,  ia  bis  Meaaage  to  Congreea 
it  the  opening  of  the  present  aesaioii  on  this  sub- 
ject. Instead  of  that  high  indignant  tone,  de- 
manded \>y  the  honor  and  feelinss  of  the  nation, 
he,  in  the  mildness  of  calm  pbiloaophj,  says, 
''It  was  particnlarlj  anticipated  that  aa  a  ftir- 
tiier  evidence  of  jnst  dispoeitions  towards  them, 
Testoration  would  have  been  immediately  made 
at  the  property"  of  our  citizens,  seized  nnder  a 
mitapplieation  qf  the  priTieiplti  of  t^tuoU, 
■nd  a  miaconstmction  of  a  law  of  the  United 
States.  This  expectation  baa  not  been  fulfilled. 
Thna  the  question  as  to  the  restoration  seems  to 
be  abandoned;  onekind,loTing  word  from  Na- 
poleon the  Great,  (as  be  has  been  triumphantly 
called  in  this  House,)  this  modem  Alexander 
(without  his  rirtnee,  with  all  his&nlts)  disarma 
u  of  onr  rage,  and  we  give  millions  for  his 

Hr.  Weaker,  the  chairman  of  the  oonunittee 
(Mr.  Epria)  who  reported  the  bill,  in  reply  to 
the  ve^  able  speech  of  &  gentieman  from  New 
ToA  (Mr.  Emoti)  who  addressed  yon  in  the 
M1I7  stage  of  this  discnsaon,  appeared  to  me 
rather  to  question  the  parity  of  the  source  from 
which  they  came,  than  to  have  answered  the 
a^amenta  of  that  gentleman.  This  mode  of 
Kiaoning  may  answer  the  purposes  of  gentle- 
men, bnt  is  sorely  aufavorable  to  fair  investiga- 
tion ;  it  tends  to  abridge  the  freedom  of  debate, 
and  prevent  that  firm,  decimve,  and  candid  ex- 
position of  those  measnres,  which  we  conceive 
may  vitally  affect  the  happinetta  of  the  people. 
Thu  is  a  privil^e  and  a  doty  which  I  shall  ever 

rd  and  ever  perform.  The  same  gentleman 
Enva)  and  several  others,  have  reminded 
W  of  the  arrangement  made  with  Mr.  Erskine ; 
and  ofier  it  as  a  precedent  for  the  jnsCification 
id  the  {"residents  proclamation  and  this  bill, 
(which  are  snbatantially  one  and  the  same 
thing.)  I  had  snpposed  that  that  unfortnnate 
imngement  woold  have  been  kc^t  ont  of  sight 


by  gentlemen  on  the  other  dde  of  the  House. 
It  was  to  have  been  expected  they  would  oare- 
fnDy  avoid  an  attempt  to  make  one  bad  prece- 
dent Jnsti^  another ;  they  must  have  forgotten 
how  that  arrangement  militates  against  the 
proclamation,  and  the  demand  which  is  now  so 
powtiveiy  made  of  a  revocation  by  Great  Britain 
of  her  order  of  blockade  of  May,  1808.  That 
arrangement,  almost  dictated  by  the  Admitiis- 
tration,  and  which  was  perfeptly  satisfactory  to 
oe  all,  did  not  contain  one  syllable,  not  the  most 
diaUmt  infonnation,  relative  to  Ihe  repeal  of 
that  order,  which  now  appears  to  excite  so 
highly  the  indignation  of  gentlemen,  and  has 
been  magniSed  into  a  cause  of  war.  The  order 
of  bloakade  was  at  that  time  more  recent,  and 
if  so  injurious  as  now  alleged,  could  not  have 
eeoaped  the  attention  of  the  Execntive,  and  his 
vigilant  Cabinet,  when  they  were  proriding  for 
the  aunnlment  of  the  Orders  in  Oouncil  of  Janu- 
ary and  November,  1807.  That  arrangement 
was  made  withont  requiring  a  repeal  of  the 
blockade — now  nothing  ean  be  done  withont  a 
repeal,  and  thns  we  are  to  be  blockaded  both 
at  home  and  abroad. 

It  may  be  (urther  remarked,  that  by  the  law 
of  February,  1608,  the  Preffldent  was  authorized 
to  snspend  the  embargo  as  to  France  or  Oreat 
Britain,  on  the  same  oooditions  pointed  ont  by 
the  act  of  May,  IBIO.  In  the  exercise  of  that 
power,  the  President  instmoted  Mr.  Hnkney  to 
propose  to  the  Biitiah  Government  a  repeal  of 
"  embargo  as  to  that  nation,  and  its  oontinn- 
>n  agunst  France,  if  the  Orders  in  Council  of 
Jannary  and  November,  1807,  should  be  re- 
scinded. At  that  time  nothing  was  said,  no 
demand  was  made,  not  even  a  propodUon  of- 
fered on  the  subject  of  the  blockade  m  question. 
My  attention,  sir,  has  been  somewhat  drawn  to 
this  part  of  the  subject  by  the  importance  which 
has  been  given  to  it  in  the  document  before  me, 
and  the  arguments  of  genUemen  of  this  House, 
particularly  the  gentieman  from  Vlr^ia,  (Mr. 
Eppbs,)  who  SMd  mnch  on  this  subject  the  other 
day,  in  answer  to  arguments  which  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Tork  (Ur.  Emott)  did  not  make. 
He  reiterated  last  night  that  his  argumenta 
I  onanswered  and  nnanswerable.  I  do  not 
profess,  rir,  to  l>e  perfectiy  acquainted  with  the 
practical  extent  of  the  order  of  blockade  of  Uay, 
1806,  nor  do  I  know  the  precise  qnantum  of 
iqjury  we  have  sustained  by  it,  nor  am  I  to  be 
underetood  aa  attempting  its  justification— I 
should  be  the  last  to  concede  any  principle  or 
any  right  to  which  my  country  has  a  clum. 
But,  sir,  I  am  oompelled  to  believe,  that  on  ar- 
tificial importance  is  at  this  moment  given  to 
the  snt^eoc,  which  it  has  not  received  at  any 
other  period  since  the  adoption  of  that  regula- 
tion by  the  British  Government.  I  have  al- 
ready shown  that,  in  the  negotiation  of  ISOSy 
and  in  the  arrangement  with  Mr.  Erakine,  the 
question  was  not  even  made  a  matter  of  con- 
testation ;  and,  sir,  from  an  examination  of  the 
Executive  papers,  from  the  date  of  the  order  of 
the  blockade,  down  to  the  present  sesuon  of 
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Oongres^  I  hare  not  bMSt  aUe  to  discover  a 
ringle  paper  remcHistratiDg  agaliut  the  order, 
or  maiaing  on  Its  rerocathw,  dot  do  I  know  of 
a  BD^e  case  of  the  oondenmadon  of  an  Ameri- 
can Tonelnnderite  operation.  On  the  eontnuy, 
at  the  time  of  ite  adoption,  (dnring  the  adminis- 
tration of  Mr.  Foi,  who  was  believed  to  be 


Cabinet,)  this  meynre  was  spoken  of  b7  our 
Hinieter  at  London  (Ur.  Vonroe)  as  a  rdaxo- 
tion  fiivorable  to  Deatral  oommeEoe.  It  nuf 
not  be  improper  to  refer  to  the  order  itself  aa 
oommonicoted  bj-  Mr.  Fox  to  Ur.  Monroe,  od 
the  ISth  ctf  May,  1B06;  after  the  peamble  this 
note  states  "Uiat  the  King,  taking  into  oonaid- 
eration  the  new  and  extraordinary  means  n- 
aorted  to  by  the  enemy  for  the  pnrpoee  of  dia- 
treasing  the  commerce  of  his  sabjeots,  has 
thotwht  fit  to  direct  that  necesaair  roeasnrea 
eboDid  be  taken  for  the  blockade  of  tlie  coast, 
rivers,  and  porta,  fh>m  the  river  Elbe  to  the 
p(M  of  Breat,  both  inclnsive;  and  the  Mud 
coatt,  rivera,  and  ports,  are,  and  mint  be  coc- 
ridered,  as  blockaded.  Bnt  His  M^eaty  is 
pleased  to  declare,  that  snoh  blockade  wall  not 
ezt«nd  to  prevent  nentral  ships  and  veaaele, 
laden  with  goods  not  bong  the  property  of  Hk 
U^eety's  enemies,  and  not  bdiw  conto^Mnd  of 
war,  frran  approaching  the  s^d  ooaats  and  en- 
tering into  wa  stiling  from  the  riveis  and  porta, 
(save  and  except  the  ooaaL  rivers,  and  ports, 
from  Oetend  to  the  river  Seine,  already  in  a 
state  of  strict  and  rigorona  btookada,  and  which 
are  to  be  oonridered  as  ocntinoed,)  provided 
the  said  ships  and  vessels  so  approaching  uid 
entering  (except  as  oforesdd,)  ^ail  not  have 
been  laden  at  any  port  belonging  to,  or  in  poe- 
aeasion  o^  His  Ui^^'s  enemies,  and  that  the 
taid  sbipe  and  veasels  ao  solliitg  from  the  mid 
rivers  and  porta,  (except  as  aforee^d)  ehtdl  not 
be  destined  to  any  port  beboring  to,  or  in  pos- 
sesuon  of  His  Utg«e^'s  enemlea,  nor  have  pre- 
riondy  broken  the  blockade."  TUs  order,  then, 
only  exdndea  from  those  porta  vessel*  having 
euemiee'  property  on  board  or  articles  contra- 
band of  war,  in  l>oth  of  which  cases  they  are 
liable  to  Micnre  by  the  law  of  nationa,  at  least 
it  has  been  long  contended  for  on  the  part  of 
Britain;  it  also  prevents  the  direct  carrying 
trade  from  one  port  to  another  of  an  enemy. 
If  this  latter  extandon  is  not  reoognized  by  the 
law  of  nationa,  it  is  generally  the  snl^eot  of 
txeaty,  and  was  provided  fbr  by  onr  treaty  with 
the  British  Qovemmcot,  and  the  late  conren- 
tJon  formed  by  Mr.  Monroe  with  the  British 
Government,  bnt  which  was  rejected  princi- 
pally beoanse  Qreat  Britun  required  na  not  to 
snbmil  to  the  Berlin  decree— a  reqaisilion,  sir, 
infinitely  short  of  what  we  are  now  to  comply 
with,  at  the  dicta^on  of  Franee— by  which 
wdonial  prodaoe  was  reqnired  to  be  reundcd  in 
the  United  States  before  it  vontd  be  admitted 
Into  the  ports  of  the  oontinent.  By  this  order, 
hma  fide  nentral  veasela,  with  nentral  pro- 


dnce,  ailing  frtna  oar  ows  Mxmtry,  nev*  vei 
affected. 

The  gentleman  fhm  VirBtnia  (Mr.  Ens) 
has  said  this  order  cf  blockade  has  not  a  an^a 
featnre  of  a  rc^nlar  blockade;  in  diis,  Che  gee- 
tleman  Is  tolerably  correct,  and  when  bs  d>- 
nonnoes,  what  in  the  fiwdiionalde  cant  of  Dm 
day  are  called  paper  blookadea,  I  jmn  nrat 
heartily  in  the  execration.  It  is  trae  this  order 
of  May,  1808,  has  acaroely  a  fMtnre  c<  a  regik 
blockade.  It  was  not  avowed  at  the  time  Ic  be 
even  a  coostnotive  Uookade,  nor  wm  the  ngbt 
oontwdad  for  of  blookadiiig  withoat  an  uttil 
inresttng  foroe.  It  doea  not,  like  crdiisy 
blockadea,  attonpt  a  eoBi^cte  prohilritiaa  It 
all  trade  wlUt  thoae  porta,  bat  only  te  the  f•^ 
ticnlar  oMe^  and  epedfled  cases  whieh  I  hm 
mentioned.  The  [weviona  measnres  of  Aim 
are  declared  by  Mr.  F<a  to  ba  the  eaose  (rftUi 
order.  That  were  thoae  measnrea  I  Theyven 
no  leas,  at  reganls  onnelvea,  than  aviobOioaif 
the  treaty  which  had  been  aolemnly  ealNvd 
into  between  this  cooBtry  and  France;  byhv- 
as^g  onr  txade,  aeidng  and  oonftwating  ov 
veasels  in  poramng  tbe  commerce  gnartnteM  to 
na  by  that  treaty;  she  had  nsnr^  sotbnitr 
in  almoat  every  piwt  and  city  from  £lbe  to  B«^ 
and  exelnded  the  introduction  of  BiitUi  ^ 
doota  and  mertJiandiBe,  whether  bekaigitig  to 
Amerioan  dtiaens  or  British  euMecta. 

Now,  sir,  let  me  state  to  yon  the  langiagaaf 
onr  Minister  (Mr.  Monroe)  at  the  time  tlut  «- 
der was isancd.  InfaislatteritfthelTthaflbyt 
to  the  Secretary  (rf  State,  speaUng  of  the  ordK, 
he  says,  "the  note  is  conohed  in  terms  of  le- 
straint,  and  professes  to  extend  the  blockade  IW- 
ther  than  it  hsa  heietofbre  done,  neTerthelan  it 
takes  it  from  many  porta  alrMdy  bloakide^ 
indeed  all  east  of  Ostand  and  vest  of  the  Sun^ 
except  in  articlea  contraband  lA.  war  and  eseaiT^ 
propWty,  which  are  seiaable  withoat  bloeksds; 
and  in  like  form  of  exception,  considerJng  eray 
enemy  aa  one  power,  it  admits  the  tnde  at 
nentnlt  within  the  same  linnts  to  be  fre^  n 
the  prodnoliona  (tf  enemy's  ocdonies,  in  enr 
bnt  tlic  direct  ronte  betvreen  the  cotooy  m. 
parent  country, 

"It  cannot  be  donbted  bnt  the  nets  « 
drawn  by  the  Oovemment  in  rtbnn»  to  tw 
onestiMi,  and  if  hitemded  by  the  Oabiast »» 
foundation  on  which  Mr.  Fox  ii  anthoriw  to 
form  a  treaty,  and  obtained  by  him  for  th«  v^ 
poee,  it  most  be  viewed  in  a  very  fr™"™* 
lif^t ;  it  seeniB  clearly  to  pnt  w  end  to  tnrati 
seizurea,  on  the  principle  which  has  1««**^ 
beenincont«atation."  Thiaviewof  ti»«l|)«*i 
which  snrdy  is  a  fair  one  oomteeted  witli  t" 
silence  of  Uie  Administration  ibr  four  yem 
mnst  pnt  an  end  to  the  damor  so  oftea  rHM 
against  this  order,  which  has  been  tl>e  wW" 
cause  of  the  Beriin  decree,  and  charge  «g^ 
Great  Britain,  of  having  been  the  tot  «gp«2 
on  oar  nentral  rigbtsi  Sir,  we  have  ««» 
been  insnlted, l^jared,  and  abused  ^^~ 
tions,  to  an  extent  which  wooH  Jnsffly  W 
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meMOres  in  our  power,  but  let  lu  not  palliate 
Um  orimw  of  one,  ttnd  nugnify  thoM  of  the 
other ;  mai,  sboTo  all,  let  oa  not  whip  onnelvw 
becftoae  the7  will  not  reapeot  as ;  let  oi  not 
beaonM  ao  Qoizotio,  aa  to  aot  the  part  of  a  &- 
mona  knight  in  the  tales  of  chivalrj,  who  tor- 
tared  hiiiwelfbeoaiuehiBmistreea  would  not  be 
kind. 

Ur.  Speaker,  aa  the  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Erakine  haa  been  often  mentioned,  and  mnoh 
relied  on  br  the  advocates  of  this  bill,  it  deaerrea 
Bome  fnnW  nolioe.  That  arrangement  was 
the  flnt  act  of  the  present  Ezeontive,  after  be 
cwiwintooP       " "  '  '    ' 

&irl]r  and  t 

pcditioal  Jnbilee  bj  ol  , 

tioi«M '  ■  pttrtionlarly  those  who  had  not  o 


id  propwlj 
Jnbilee  bj 


all  denominations  of  poli- 


tribnted  to  the  elevation  of  the  preaent  Chief 
ICagistrate ;  we  tbonght  we  peroeiTed  In  thtt 
evont  the  eridoioeof  a  dispodlion  in  the  preaent 
Executive  (which  we  conld  not  discover  In  his 
pradeoeasor)  to  relieve  this  ooontr;  from  that 
Rvtcm  of  oommennal  reatriotion,  that  self- 
watn^ing  poUoy,  which  had  nnde  as  poor  in- 
deed; we  also  thought  a  determination  was 
manineted  not  to  decline  any  advantageoaa 
aeccnaniodation  with  Great  Britain,  whether 
France  said  yea  or  nay.  It  will  be  bat  too  well 
remembered  that  we  had  been  groaning  for  two 
yean  under  the  preeenre  of  non-importation, 
embargo,  and  non-intercourse — your  treasory 
was  drained,  yoor  oitlzens  unable  to  pay  their 
4ebta,  and  yonr  ooarts  of  Jastice  aotaally  sbnt 
op,  at  least  eo  far  in  many  States  (and  among 
the  reat  the  State  which  I  have  the  honot  in 
part  to  r«f»reaent)  as  to  sospend  the  effisot  of 
ezecntioDa ;  yonr  dtiee  and  se^iorta  were  inao- 
tiva  or  deawted;  gloom  and  dismay  marked 
the  featnrea  of  the  nation,  and  hope  had  almost 
bid  DB  brewell ;  we  fonded  In  this  arrangement 
the  ^i|oiD«4ng8  of  retorning  sonshine,  peace, 
andprooperi^:  with  honeat  and  nprlght  hearts, 
wa  were  wiUbtg  (o  applaud  the  hand  that  gave 
i^  vithoot  qoeedoning  or  sntpeoting  the  man- 
ner or  motives  with  whkb  U  was  given.  The 
daliiaioD  soon  vanished ;  and  I  have  no  hedta- 
ttoi  to  deolartL  had  I  dien  known  what  I  now 
know,  I  abonU  have  not  offered  snoh  nnqnalified 
amlaBse. 

Mr.  ^teaker,  let  na  make  a  very  strange  and 
very  blae  aoppodtion,  that  the  Berlin  and 
Ulaa  deoreea  were  octoally  repealed,  and  ^ 
eaaae  to  have  tUttA  on  the  flrat  of  November. 
What  have  we  gained  I  What  advantage  have 
ve  derived  from  it!  And  have  we  not  been 
officially  informed  by  the  Frenoh  Minister  In 
thia  dtj  (Qeneral  Tnrreaa)  in  bis  letter  to  the 
Secretaiy  of  State,  of  the  lAth  Deoember,  1810, 
that  oar  moat  valuable  prodnotlons,  particn- 
lariy  of  (be  Sonthem  Statee,  are  at  this  mo- 
ment exnlnded  from  the  ports  of  Franoet  As 
to  the  important  artidea,  cotton  and  tobacco,  he 
■ays :  "  thmr  importation  into  France  b  at  this 
moment  esped^y  prohibited,  bnt  I  have  rea- 
sons to  believe  (and  I  pray  yoo  meanwhile  to 
obaerre,  air,  they  do  not  rest  on  any  faota)  that 


some  modiflcatdons  will  be  given  to  this  abso- 
Inte  exolasion.  These  modiflcatlons  will  not 
depend  on  the  chance  of  events,  bnt  will  be  the 
resnlt  of  other  measures,  firm  and  puisned  wiUi 
pereeveranoe,  which  the  two  Govemmenia  wiU 
continue  to  adopt  to  withdraw  from  the  mo- 
nopoly and  from  the  veiatiooB  of  the  common 
enemy  a  commerce  loyal  and  necessary  to 
Fraoce  as  well  as  the  United  States."  In  this 
letter  we  find  the  toachstone,  the  tree  cine  to 
French  favor — war  with  England.  Connected 
with  this  letter  from  Tarrean,  is  a  decree  of 
the  16th  Jaly,  ISIO,  which,  in  point  of  principle 
and  arrogance,  is  not  snrpasaed  by  any  act  In 
the  history  of  Bonaparte.  By  this  deoree 
thiriiyor  forty  American  vessels  may  Import 
into  France,  nader  license,  cotton,  fish,  oil,  dye- 
wood,  aalt-nsb,  ood-fii^  and  peltry ;  they  mast 
export  wine,  brandy,  silks,  linens,  cloths.  Jewel- 
lery, honsehtdd  ftmiitnre,  and  other  monn&o- 
tand  articles ;  they  can  tmly  depart  from 
Charleston  and  New  York,  nnder  uie  oblw>i- 
don  of  bringing  with  them  a  gazette  of  the  day 
of  their  departare,  also  a  oeififlcate  T)f  the 
origin  of  the  merchandise,  given  by  the  French 
Consol,  contuning  a  sentence  in  cypher.  The 
French  merchants  who  shall  cense  their  vessels 
to  come,  mast  prove  that  they  are  conoented  in 
the  fabrics  of  Paris,  Booen,  and  other  towns. 
Hera  Is  an  attempt  to  extend  French  inflnence 
by  bribing  a  select  daas  of  our  merchants; 
granting  favora  to  &vorites.  It  i»  an  attempt  to 
make  oommeroial  regnlationB  in  onr  own  portsj 
and  to  violate  onr  oonttitatjon,  by  giving  a 
preference  to  the  ports  of  Charleston  and  New 
Yoik,  over  aU  the  rest  in  the  United  States, 
which  is  specially  denied  by  the  conatiCntion, 
In  addition  to  all  thia,  we  have  a  list  of  dntiea 
established  at  the  French  custom-boose  on  the 
Sth  Angost  (the  very  day  on  which  twenty  or 
thirty  American  vesaels  wid  cargoes  were  sold 
and  Uie  proceeds  ^ven  over  to  Blmaparte — the 
very  memorable  Sth  Angost,  the  birthday  of 
the  celebrated  letter  of  the  Dno  de  Oadore)  sub- 
jecting loDg  stwle  cotton  to  a  tariff  of  eighty 
oenta  per  poim^  short  staple  sixty  cents,  and 
tobacco  forty  cents  per  pound.  By  another 
decree  of  the  12th  September,  1810,  potash  is 
taxed  at  one  dollar  twenty-flve  cents,  cod- 
fish two  dollars,  rioe  four  dollars  per  hundred 
— thns  ore  we  loved,  favored,  and  taxed. 

There  con  be  no  importation  of  American 
productions  into  France  bnt  on  terras  uttw^ 
inadmissible.  The  act  of  May  last.  In  the  la^ 
gnoge  of  the  Secretory  of  Slate,  had  for  its 
object  not  merely  the  reot^nitjon  of  a  "^>ecQ> 
lative,"  le^timate  prlnciplejbut  the  enjoyment 
of  a  enbstantial  benefit.  The  overture  then 
preeented  obviously  embraced  the  idea  of  com- 
merdal  advantage,  it  ioolnded  the  reasonable 
belief,  that  an  abrogation  of  the  Berlin  wid 
Milan  decrees  wonld  leave  the  ports  of  France 
aa  tree  tor  the  introdnotion  of  Uie  produce  of 
the  United  Statea,  as  they  were  previously  to 
the  promnlgotion  of  the  decrees.  I^  then,  fw 
the  revoked  deorees,  mnnicipal  laws,  producing 
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tbe  same  eSbct  h&vebeeD  sabstitnted,  the  mode 
Mlly  and  not  the  metaara  has  nndergODe  aa 
alteration.  If  Franoe,  bj  her  own  acta,  hu 
blocked  up  her  porta  OKaioBt  the  introdDCtdoii 
ef  the  pr(>daot8  of  the  United  States,  what  mo- 
tive has  the  OoTeniment  ia  a  disaassLoii  with  a 
third  power, 'to  iDsist  on  the  privilege  of  going 
to  France  t  Whence  the  iQdacement  to  urge 
the  annnlment  at  a  blockade  of  France,  when, 
if  annnlled,  no  American  cargoes  would  obtiun  a 
market  in  aaj  of  her  ports!  In  bnch  a  state  of 
things,  a  blockade  of  the  coast  of  France  wonld 
be  to  the  United  States  as  Dnimportant  as 
woold  the  blockade  of  the  Gupian  Sea.  This 
is  the  langaage  of  tmtlk  aod  common  senae^ 
language  whion  I  did  not  very  much  eipeot  to 
hear  from  the  Secretary  at  this  time ;  becanse 
it  eiposes  the  proclamation  of  the  President, 
and  condemns  the  present  bill.  Bat  trath,  like 
murder,  will  out,  and  it  ooght  to  strike  dnmb 
the  advocates  of  this  biU,  and  open  their  eyes 
to  a  different  policy.  Bnt,  dr,  going  on  to  the 
snppoaition  that  the  French  decrees  are  actnallf 
repealed,  and  cease  to  have  eSbot,  paraning  the 
principle  aboat  to  be  established  of  taking 
words  for  deeds,  and  form  for  substance,  what 
is  to  become  of  the  promise  of  Lord  VeUesle; 
to  Mr.  Pinkney,  of  the  81st  of  Aognst,  1810, 
wben  he  states  that  be  is  commanded  by  his 
!U^esty  to  repeat  the  declaration  made  to  this 
Gfifemment  Ln  Febmary,  IB08,  of  his  Uqiesty'a 
desire  to  see  the  commerce  of  the  world  re- 
stored to  that  freedtxn  which  is  neccasaiy  for  its 
prosperity,  and  his  readiness  to  abandon  the 
system  which  had  been  forced  upon  him,  when- 
ever the  enemy  should  retract  the  principles 
which  had  rendered  it  necessary ;  and  to  assure 
ns  that  whenever  the  repeal  of  the  French 
decrees  shall  have  actaatly  taken  effect,  and  the 
commerce  of  the  neutral  nattona  shall  have  been 
restored  to  the  condition  in  whi(\h  it  stood 
previously  to  the  promnlgatioo  of  those  decrees, 
he  will  feel  the  highest  satlsfftctioa  in  relhi- 
qnishing  a  system  which  the  oonduct  of  the 
enem^  compdJed  him  to  adopt.  Here  is  o 
promise  eqoally  solemn,  (and  as  there  is  at 
least  OS  mnoh  virtue  in  the  Britaah  Government 
as  there  is  in  that  of  France.)  as  mnch  to  be 
relied  on  as  that  of  the  Duo  de  Cadore;  and  as 
e«rtainly  as  the  Berlin  and  Milan  dMirees  were 
revoke^  and  wonld  cease  to  have  efiect  on  tjie 
first  of  November,  so  cert^nly  have  we  the 
same  assarance  that  the  orden  of  Qraat  Britain 
wonld  be  resdnded.  Shalt  we  then  believe  the 
one  and  not  the  other  ?  Shall  we  frown  and  look 
big  at  England,  while,  with  timid  and  al^ect 
Bobniistion,  we  croaoh  at  the  feet  of  France, 
and  guietiy  rivet  the  chains  prepared  for  us  t 
Vi.  Speaker,  the  goddess  of  jastioe  has  been 
described  as  being  blind,  with  sword  in  one 
band,  and  the  scale  and  balance  in  the  other, 
bnt  if  she  is  invoked  in  this  meaaore,  she  comes 
blind  indeed,  with  a  sword  in  one  hand,  bnt  no 
balance  in  the  other;  in  one  hand  ia  the 
emblem  of  war,  in  the  other  the  badge  of 
d&vwy. 


[FlWBUT,   ISll. 

If  war  with  England  most  happen,  let  it  be 
done  openly  and  for  ourselves ;  let  us  not  com-  ' 
mence  the  attack  by  practisiug  on  our  on 
citizens ;  and  let  it  not  be  sold  we  have  been 
canght  in  the  snares  of  Bonaparte.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  do  nqt  oppose  this  bill  because  it  profi^MS  la 
give  some  relief  to  those  merchants  whose  ves- 
sels Bfuled  before  the  date  of  the  proclamitioa, 
and  which  may  b^ve  departed  fhnn  a  Bntiih 
port,  prior  to  the  2dof  Febroary,  1811,  hut,  ni, 
iMcause  I  wish  to  rid  the  country  of  this  whoh 
consumptive  mtem;  and,  if  that  cannot  bed<n^ 
I  will  not  aid  in  propping  np  tjie  Prwdent'i 
proclamation,  by  taking  trota  the  Jnifiinaiy  of 
the  conntry  tbe  power  of  deciding  on  its  valid- 
ity, which  is  one  of  the  avowed  objects  itf  tlui 
bUi.  I  bad  rather  tmst  to  the  o[>mion  of  tbe 
judges  for  entire  relief  to  our  citizens,  from 
tht  operation  of  the  law  of  May,  1810,  thai 
grant  the  partial  exemption  contemplated  by 
this  biD.  The  honorable  gentleman  (Mi.  Erwi) 
who  reported  this  bill,  declares  that  its  graU 
object  is  to  prevent  questions  arinng  in  ths 
courts,  on  the  oonstmction  of  the  law  of  Msf, 
1810,  and  the  effect  of  the  Preudent'e  proclama- 
tion. This,  to  my  understanding,  is  legialatiD| 
Tetro^>ectively;  it  is  ax  pott  facto;  and,  lik« 
the  Rambouillet  decree,  w  not  only  prospecfive, 
but  retroactive.  It  takes  from  oar  citizeDs  llis 
right  of  appealing  to  tbe  oonrts  of  justice,  ud 
makes  the  fist  of  the  Ezeontjve  the  supren* 
law — A  doctrine  subversive  of  the  first  prina- 
ples  of  repnblicanism,  and  strange  to  be  adro- 
cated  by  gentiemen  who  came  into  power  unda 
the  name  of  republicans. 

It  U  in  vain,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  seek  for  the 
jnstification  of  this  measnre  from  any  tM« 
France  has  done^  or  from  the  indications  which 
she  has  given  of  her  fixed  course  of  policy. 
Her  great  object  ia  the  destraction  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  world ;  and  sle  wishes  to  make 
us  tributary  to  that  end,  and,  if  poesiUe,  to 
embroil  us  in  a  war  with.  England. 

The  dispodtion  of  Bonaparte  towards  as  r^ 
not  alone  on  hb  acts  of  aggression,  rapine, »"» 
plunder ;  the  imprisonment  of  our  citiifflii,  «• 
burning  aad  sequestration  of  onr  proper^.  H» 
has  belted  upon  this  devoted  country  all  the 
epitliets  which  malice  coold  suggest  or  tyranay 
dictate;  be  haseihansted  the  cup  of  bittern^ 
and  madeins  drink  the  dregs  of  humiiiatioo ;  be 
has  declaiied  his  decrees  should  snflTer  no  chai^ 
and  that  ihe  Americans  should  take  tbe  pootin 
character  of  allies  or  enemies.  As  long  m> » 
the  16th  of  January,  1808,  he  iasood  s  deolsrs- 
tion  of  war  for  nsagjunst  Great  Britain;  an  ntt- 
conditional  aurrander  of  yonr  rights  is  dfr 
msnded,  or  an  obedience  to  his  dictates.  Ao^ 
are  we  not  in  tbe  act  of  yielding  obedieoesi 
Bir,  tbe  nation  which  pretends  to  dictsl*  »■' 
to  another  offers  ohains.  With  more  tUn 
Christian  charity  do  we  seem  to  forget  and  ftr- 
give  the  indignities  offered  to  our  national  eb»^ 
acter;  and  tiie  nnkind,  the  severest  cnt  pfjU 
to  the  preeent  Administration,  contMued  m  tns 
letter  of  the  Duo  de  Cadore  to  Generol  Aw 
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lunoe  on  the  proc«edingB  of  tbe  TTnited  BtstM. 
We  are  advised  to  t«ar  to  pieces  the 


baaor,  eoergj,  or  Jnst  political  vi«wa:  that  w( 
will  be  obliged  to  fight  for  interest,  after  hav- 
ing refused  to  fight  for  honor,  Oor  present 
nuers  are  there  contrasted  vith  &a  brave  ind 
Kenerons  heroes  of  onr  BevolntioiL  and  thev . 
dedared  to  be  fit  for  the  ;oke  which  had  bi.- 
thrown  off  bj  their  anoestora.  This  letter  had 
■careely  reached  onr  shores,  the  ink  was  scaroelj' 
dry,  it  -was  freeh  in  onr  memories,  when  the 
letter  of  the  Sth  of  Angogt  was  received ;  which, 
like  a  Lethean  draught,  threw  the  shade  of  ob- 
livion over  onr  insolts  and  onr  wrongs ;  we 
ripped  the  poison  aa  it  fell,  and  I  fear  it  is  fast 
spreading  through  the  bod;  politic 

Ur.  Speaker,  I  tnm  with  disgust  from  those 
pollated  pages  before  me — this  history  of  oar 
wrongs,  this  tjrant's  love— would  to  God  they 
ooold  be  blotted  irom  onr  memories;  or,  if  re- 
membered, let  it  be  with  abhorrence  uid  de- 


I  deprecate  the  oonrse  of  pollaj,  If  policy  it 
may  be  termed,  which  is  now  about  to  be  forced 
iQMW  OS.  I  protest  against  itasa  nteaaure  ii^a- 
rions  to  onnelves ;  weak,  temporiang,  and  par- 
tial Id  its  operation  on  foreign  nations ;  nnen- 
thorized  by  the  sctnal  state  of  things;  and 
calonlated  to  hasten  the  period  of  onr  union 
with  the  destinies  of  France. 

Sir,  xiuleaa  we  turn  from  this  wayward  oonrse, 
this  hi^way  to  miu,  the  time  cannot  be  very 
distant  when  your  deserted  port&  your  nnin- 
habited  cities,  yonr  oppressed  peonle,  and  even 
yonr  firesides  and  your  altara,  will  only  exhibit 
the  sad  signs  of  what  thpy  were.  And  I  fear, 
ar,  the  period  is  fkst  approaching  when  it  will 
not  again  be  laii,  "  that  we  are  a  people  with 
whMQ  the  fierce  spirit  of  liberty  is  stronger 
than  among  any  other  people  on  earth ;  whose 
inatitntions  inmire  them  with  lofty  sentiments ; 
wbo  do  not  Jndge  of  an  ill  principle  only  by  an 
aotusl  grievance ;  bnt  wbo  anticipate  the  evil, 
and  JQOge  of  the  pressure  of  the  grievance  by 
the  badnesa  of  the  priudple ;  who  snuff  the  ^i- 
proach  of  granny  m  every  tunted  breeze." 

When  Hr.  P.  had  concluded,  the  Honae  ad- 
Joonud  to  dz  o'clock  this  evening. 

Six  o'ehei,  P.  1£. 

The  House  was  called  to  order,  and  retmned 
>  the  nnfinished  bouness. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Hr.  EAimoLPH  to 
postpone  the  sobject  to  Friday  next,  and  lost — 
ayes  SS,  noes  86. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Ur.  £.  to  post- 
praie  it  until  tO'^norrow. 

On  this  motion  a  debate^  which  fixim  Its  na- 
ture «avMd  irritation,  took  place,  io  which 
Uesffs.  Basdolph  and  Ei-paa  were  the  priuci* 
pal  speakers. 


idted,  and  freqnent  calls 


Much  warmth  w 
to  order  made. 

The  qaestion  on  postponement  till  to-morrow 
was  deeded  by  yeas  and  nays.  For  postpone- 
ment, 44 ;  against  it,  7'4. 

Ur.  Pitkin  spoke  more  thaa  an  hour  against 
the  bill  generally,  and  in  snpport  of  the  particu- 
lar proposition  which  be  was  abont,  to  make. 
He  contended  that  the  Emperor  of  FVanoe  hoi 
not  fulfilled  his  engagement  to  the  United 
States,  inasmuAh  as  the  decrees,  if  revoked, 
which  he  denied,  bad  not  been  revoked  on  the 
day  on  which  he  had  engaged  to  revoke  them. 
He  quoted  tbe  hiatory  of  the  coDuection  of 
Spain  with  France  as  evidence  of  the  perfidy  of 
Bonaparte,  from  whom,  he  said,  no  complianoa 
with  his  promisee  could  be  expected,  &o.  In 
supporting  his  amendment,  Ur.  P.  contended 
for  its  benefidal  effects  to  onr  merchants :  and 
it  would  not,  he  said,  be  more  a  breach  of  our 
contract  with  France  than  tbe  first  section  of 
the  bill  now  bdbre  the  Honse.  The  one  was, 
in  &ot,  OS  muoh  a  departure  from  the  engage- 
ment with  France  as  the  other.  The  following 
was  the  amendment  offered  by  Hr.  Pitxin'  : 

2'nadtd,  alto.  That  mtliing  b  thii  act,  or  the  act 
to  which  thii  Is  a  lapplsment,  ihaU  be  coostnied  to 
affect  any  veoeli  owiied  wholly  by  a  dtiien  or  dti- 
leiu  of  the  tlnileil  Statu,  cz  th>  catsoei  or  any  mch 
Tunl*  whloh  ihall  ban  cleared  imt  from  any  port  in 

the  Wast  lodiei  within dayg  after  the  Sd  of 

Febroaiy,  1811. 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  were,  49 
yeas ;  S8  nays. 

Mr.  Uaooh  addressed  the  Chair  on  the  merits 
of  the  bill  at  some  length.  He  believed  the 
Prerident  to  have  beenJcsUfied  in  issuing  his 
proclamation  by  the  Duo  de  Cadare's  letter; 
but  as  Bnl>sequeut  information  had  been  re- 
ceived from  France,  the  question  appeared  to 
him  to  resolve  itself  into  this:  Was  the  se- 
queetratiou  of  our  vessels  from  the  Ist  Novem- 
ber to  the  Sd  of  Februa^  a  violation  of  our 
neutral  rights  or  not )  luid  the  decrees  hem 
so  modified,  under  present  circumstanoea,  aa 
that  thej  bod  ceased  to  violate  our  neutral 
commerce  t  He  conceived  not  and  should 
therefore  vote  ag^ust  the  bilL  He  deprecated 
the  conrse  of  debate,  and  the  irritation  which 

C Failed  in  the  House,  aa  tending  to  bring  this 
y  into  disrepute,  &c. 

Mr.  P.  B,  PoBTXB  then  said  that,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  coming  to  a  decision  on  the  bill,  and 
putting  an  end  to  a  scene  which  was,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  disreputable  to  the  House,  he 
moved  for  the  previous  question  on  engro^ng 
thetHll. 

The  previous  question  wsa  taken  and  dedded 
in  the  afBrmative,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  a 
thbd  reading— U  to  9. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time. 

The  previous  question  was  required  on  its 
passage,  and  carried  in  the  affirmatiTe. 

Mr.  BiNDOUPH  twice  successively  moved  an 
B^onmment.  Motions  negatived ;  the  first  90 
to  10,  the  second  6«  to  8. 
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Hie  quMtion  on  ths  panajge  of  tb«  bill  was 
then  decided  in  the  B&mKtive— yeu  U,  nays 
la,  u  Mom : 

Yua—LnimelJ.  Abtoi,  Vmu Abcoo,  JoD.,  mi- 
liun  Andmon,  DaiU  Bud,  WUUun  T.  Buij,  Bur- 
well  BMMtt,  \nilbuii  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert 
Brown,  WUlUm  A.  Bunrell,  William  BnHsr,  Joatfik 
CaUkoon,  Lancdon  Gmat,  Matthew  Claj,  Jamee 
CocOinn,  WU&m  Ctawfoid,  Biehard  ColU,  Joh^ 
DMha,  JohnW.  Epn%  WiUiaB  Hndlar,  Hediaok 
Fianklln,  Bainllai  &iuiaU,  Uidmn  eardoer,  Thomw 
Gbolioa,  PeUnon  Goodwyn,  Jamaa  BoUand,  Jacob 
Huftf,  Bicbaid  H.  Johuoo,  Thooiu  Ecoan,  Jolia 
Lore,  AaioD  Lyh,  Samad  McEea,  miliam  HcKInhr, 
Pleawnt  M.  Uillar,  Samuel  L.  Ultchill,  John  Uont- 
OMneiy,  NicbolaJ  R.  Haora,  Thoma*  Uoora,  Jenmlah 
Morrow,  Qnidon  S.  Momficd,  Tboa.  Hewbold,  Tboa. 
Hawton,  John  Porter,  PaMt  B.  Potter,  John  Rea  of 
PanD^lTaoia,  John  Bhaa  eT  TenneNee,  MattUai 
Riohaidi,  Samoal  Rhwold,  Emttu  KooL  EbeoaaN' 
Sage,  John  A.  SondderTEbeBeaer  Saarcr,  Adam  Saj- 
bart,  Samnel  Shaw,  DmidI*  Smelt,  John  SniUia,  G«ol 
Smith,  J(An  Smid^  Uii  IVacf,  Oaurgt  M.  Timtp, 
Charln  Tomer.  Jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Bobert  White- 
hiU,  aikd  Robert  Wlthet^oon. 

Him. — Abijih  BigeloiT,  Bannt  (Hrdeniei,  Riohaid 
Jacfcun,  jr.,  William  Eeniiady,  Nathaniel  Haooti, 
EUaha  R  Potter,  John  Randolph,  Richard  Stanfbtd, 
Jaoob  Swoope,  Areliibald  Van  Hone,  Laban  Wheaton, 
and  Etekiel  Whitman. 

The  Hoiue  thea  s^oDTned  to  meet  again  at 
one  o'clodt. 

The  fbUowing  is  tb«  bill  u  it  puwd  this 

A  Kn  Bapplementaif  to  the  act,  antitlad  "Anaet 
ooooaming  tha  CMUnerdal  inlenonrea  betwven 
tb*  United  Stataa  and  Gnat  Britam  and  Franoe, 


v  oitiaana  of  the  United  Stalei,  iAioh 

han  departed  from  a  Bridih  pott,  prior  to  tlwSd  di^ 
of  Febrnaij,  ISII,  and  no  metohandiea  owned  wfaoUj 
hr  a  oitltan  ot  dtino*  of  the  United  State*,  fanported 
in  aoah  tvmbI,  ihall  be  liable  to  ediora  or  IbtftiWre 
on  aoooont  of  %oj  infraction  or  preaomed  Infraoeion 
of  tha  proviitoiii  of  tha  act  to  whloh  Ihi*  aot  ii  a  nip- 
plemnt 

Sm.  9.  ^ad  ia  >l  yWrOer  mmcCh^  That,  In  oaM 
Oieat  Biitain  ihall  to  nrokt  cs  modiiy  hw  ediote, 
aa  that  Iha  j  ahaU  eean  to  riolata  the  DBOttal  oom- 
meneofdM  United  States  tha  Pteddeot  of  tha  Unit- 
ed Stataa  iliall  declare  tiie  ttd  hj  proclainatko; 
and  nob  ptoclamation  ehall  be  admittM  aa  eridenoe, 
and  no  other  eridence  ahall  be  admitted  of  each  ta- 


Tirtng  of  &n  laid  act,  diall,  from 
pnclamatioa,  oean  and  be  diaoonthmed. 

Sao.  B.  And  la  tl  yWiW  tmacfd,  That,  tmtil  Oe 
proelamattoo  aforaaald  diall  hare  bean  iimed,  the 
•ereial  ptoridouof  the  thhd,  tbnrth,  fifth,  dsO, 
•arentti,  d^ilti,  ninth,  tenth,  and  eighteanth  MOtlcnu 
«f  tha  aot,  entitled  "  An  act  to  intetSot  tha  oommer. 
oial  tntareonrta  between  the  United  Statu  and  GiMt 
Britahi  and  Fiance,  and  their  depsndendea,  and  fir 
other  pntpona,"  ahall  have  foil  foioe  and  be  imme- 
dlatelj  carried  into  effect  ^unit  Britain,  hsi  ooIch 


.  Thata^ 

Taeeel  or  mwchandiae  which  maj.  in  pmnieniw  &ei»- 
d;  be  nlied,  prior  to  the  (act  beuw  aaootaiied, 
whether  Qnat  Britain  dtall,  on  Or  before  the  aeeeE^ 
daj  of  Febmaij,  one  thouiand  dfht  hniidrsd  end 
eleTea,  hare  nvoked  or  modified  her  edicta  in  Oa 
manner  abore  mentioned,  ahall,  nererthekae,  be  »■ 
Mocad,  on  appticatitm  of  the  partiea,  on  their  ginig 
bond  with  aniraTed  aoretiei  to  the  United-  Steta^  a 
■  nun  ■qnal  to  the  Talne  thereof,  to  abide  the  deci- 
iioB  of  Ae  proper  court  of  the  United  Statea  Ibcra- 
co;  and  any  each  bond  Aall  be  ecoaidered  aaMtii- 
fiedif  Qraat  Britafai  ihall,  ca  tr  belave  Oa  aaeoad 
d^  of  Fvbrvnj,  oo*  thooiand  eiriit  hnndied  ead 
eleren,  have  re*okai  or  modified  Mr  adicta  in  Oa 
manner  abore  mcDttooad :  PnniU,  obo,  That  noA- 
ins  baahi  oootainad  diall  be  uoaat/neJ  to  aflect  *mj 
ahipe  or  veueb,  cr  the  oaigoee  of  ahipa  or  mnl^ 
whoUy  owned  hf  a  dtiaen  or  (ulinnB  o{  Aa  Umled 
Stalai,  irtiich  had  olaarad  ont  fbr  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  or  fcf  any  port  beyond  tha  aune,  prior  to  the 
tenth  of  Kovember,  one  thouaand  ai^t  hnodred  aad 


SxTUKOAT,  Uarch  2. 
Sai^^at  Unit«i£Katm. 

Mr.  P.  B.  PoBTXB,  from  the  oomntittee  to 
irtiom  yru  reftrred,  on  the  twenty-Vtb  ultimo, 
the  memorial  of  the  Stookholdere  of  the  Bank 
<^  the  United  8tM«^  made  the  fbilowing  re- 
port which  wu  read: 

'*  Tha  eommittae  to  whom  waa  laferred  the  ma- 
mwialofthe  Stockholder*  (f  the  Bank  of  the  United 
State*,  tapOTt  i 

"That  they  have  oarelhUy  axaminaJ  die  raiim 
natten  tet  foRfa  in  Oe  «ald  memorial,  and  attenHra- 
lyUitaned  to  tha  npieaentatioo*  of  tiie  gei»U*iii» 
who  haTa  appealed  in  behalf  of  Aa  taid  petitioMM 
The  object  of  tJiewanwrialiaai*  to  ohtaJaertanaiwt 
of  their  oopiMvte  powen  b«vDnd  the  period  limited 
for  the  expiration  of  thair  charter,  ao  a*  to  aoaUa 
them  to  proeecnte  lor  their  detit*,  and  to  arraage, 
liqoidatB,  and  cloaa  tlie  vadoni  ooncemi  of  the  oom- 
pany. 

"The  oommittee  are  of  opicion  that  a  taw  of  Coa- 
oreu,  granting  the  power*  prayed  for,  woold  faciliteie 
the  final  aifjnitmeiit  of  the  affair*  of  the  banic,  ahhooah 
they  do  not  think  inch  a  law  indiapeniable  to  that  A- 
ject  Bat  balierins,  a*  yoor  oommittee  do,  that,  !■ 
grantii^  the  ottginaliihaitar  to  the  •tiK^boldeii,  Coo- 
gteaa  banaoandad  tha  Intimate  powem  of  the  coo- 
•titutka ;  the  mum  oUeMion  now  pmeanta  itMlf  te 
tha  eztio^on  «f  any  w  their  eorpoiata  oapaoitiefc 

"  If  tha  commilMa  had  time  to  go  into  the  ioMa- 
tigatloQ,  and  to  pteaeut  to  the  Honae  the  Tarjcoa 
leaioni  which  have  oondnead  to  Ihi*  opinion,  it 
would  be  mcn«  than  oaelee*  to  ditart  it*  ittentiiin 
from  the  important  ooooemi  of  the  nalitm,  at  Ah 
late  period  of  die  aeeiian,  to  a  inject  whi^  bnt  a 
' —  day*  nnoe,  waaao  " 

The;  therefore  h 
lowing  teaohitian  I 

'•Stnleti,  That  the  player  of  tha  i 
ODght  not  to  be  gnDted." 

The  Eooae  agreed  to  meet  to-moirow,  (being 
Sunday.) 

The  Uoiue  thcq  a^Jonmed  to  dz  o'clock  thii 
evening. 
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Ifiroh  9— ft  o'doek,  p.  m. 
Ai^oUTftmeiU, 

On  motion  of  Vr.  StauK, 

£m>U)tdt  That  the  thuks  of  Hiis  HooM  be 
presented  to  Jokfs  B.  Yaxstx,  in  tarthnoDj 
ttf  theor  ^ipTobation  irf  hia  etmdaot  In  the  dia- 
eharge  of  tae  ardaoiu  and  Important  duties  u- 
Rjmed  to  him  while  in  the  Obur. 

/The  BnuKix  then  made  hia  aoknowled^ 
menta  to  the  Hooae  in  the  followiiig  words: 

GtnOemm  of  (k  ffowc  tf  H^mmlatitti  t 

I  Mjksowkdn,  irith  gnlaftil  Mndbilitj,  .tlw  eld 
jm  hare  iflbrdM  m*  In  the  diaclujiBa  cf  th*  dstiai 


of  Speakar.  Tour  approbation  of  m;  condnot  Id  the 
Impoitaut  office  70D  have  bein  plaawd  to  Ungn  m«, 
al^rd«  ma  Ttij  gnat  coanlitUm ;  and  permit  m«  to 
auim  70a,  geatlemen,  that  7011  have  mj  moit  aiilant 
«i)bn  tatjowc  indirldoal  proapnitf  and  liappIiiHi, 

At  tJiia  moment,  Mr.  Oabluid,  from  the 
eonmilttee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  reported 
that  tfaev  bed  waited  on  the  Prudent  and  in< 
formed  him  tlut  thej  propoeed  to  a^oam,  and 
had  received  for  anawer  that  he  h^d  do  fWther 
oommonication  to  make. 

A  menage  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
and  reoiprocated,  that  they  were  abont  to  ad- 
journ; a  motitn  was  then  made  to  ai^oam,  and 
carried. 
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PKOOEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE  • 


UoNDAT,  NoTember4, 1811. 
The  first  Mosion  of  the  Twelfth  Oongrenoom- 
menoed  lim  d*,j  at  the  dtj  of  Wuhington, 
cuiifbrmftbl;  to  the  procltunBtioD  of  the  Fred- 
dent  of  the  Doited  States,  of  the  24th  of  Jnlj 
last,  and  the  Senate  aaeemUed  in  tlnir  Oluun- 

GioBoz  OiuTTOir,  Tioe  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  President  of  the  Senate. 

NioHOLAa  Oiuua  and  Cbamlmb  Curs,  from 
New  Eampehlre. 

OoAUHOir  GooDBiaH  and  SAinm.  W.  Daxa, 
from  GonnecUont. 

Stxphui  B.  Bbadlkt,  from  Termoat. 

Joan  Smith  and  Qua  nun  Gbbiuv,  fh>m 
Kew  York. 

JoHR  Cosna  and  Jobs  Luibxbt,  frvm  New 
Jeieej'. 

Ansbbw  Gsioa  and  Miooazl  Lkb,  flvm 
PennsjlTania. 

ODTEssKniaB  HosesT,  from  Delawera. 

BAinrxL  Smm  and  Psiup  Bxkb,  fittm  Marj- 


WiLUAH  E.  OnxvrOBo  and  Ohabues  Tait, 
from  Georgia. 

JoBH  Pope,  from  Koatiulkj. 

Joeapa  Ahdbbsuit,  fi^im  Tennenee. 

Thohu  WoBTHniflToit,  from  Ohio. 

OzoBoa  M.  Bibb,  appoint«d  a  Senatoi  bj  the 
Iiegiahttnre  of  tlie  State  of  Eentaokjr,  for  the 
term  of  uz  jean,  commencing  on  the  4th  daj 
of  Uaroh  last;  Gkobob  V.  Oakfbbll,  appoint- 


•  LIST  OF  ICEUBESS  OF  THE  BENATX. 
JTng  SiMi7(Ur«— NIeholu  Qllmu,  ChulM  CaUl. 
Jfiiwaa*im«te, — lenfb  3.  TusDin,  Juwi  LI074. 
JEhnlI  JWwuL— JamnUh  B.  HonO,  WUHun  Hiiat«T. 
OHHueUaA—CbMiKeT  Oogdttob,  Suniid  W.  Dub, 
*  rcvwiit— SUphas  E.  Bmllar,  Jenatlua  BoblBMB. 


a  Fwll- 
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«d  •  Senator  bj  the  LepalatDre  of  the  SUt«  «( 
TenoeaBee,  in  place  of  JenUn  Whiteside  n- 
aigned ;  JaantuK  B.  Howsu,  appointed  a  S» 
•tor,  for  the  tenn  of  nz  jears,  otMnmenciiigM 
the  fborlfa  day  of  Manh  last,  1^  the  Le^altUn 
of  the  State  of  Rhode  bland  and  Frorideim 
Plantations;  Jobbph  B.  Ta 
Senator  by  the  l«gis]atiire  o.  . 
sachoHettB,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  e> 
ing  on  the  fonrth  day  of  March  last ;  reepccdTe- 
Ij  prodaoed  their  oredentiaJs,  which  wete  mi, 
and  the  oath  prescribed  by  lav  was  adminisltf- 
ed  to  them,  and  they  took  th«i  seats  in  the 
Senate. 

The  oath  WM  also  administered  to  lf«Mn. 
OomiT,  OsAwroBD,  GiLsa,  Gojux,  and  Tit- 
M>B,  their  ciedentjals  having  been  leail  lod 
filed  during  the  last  sesrion. 

Ordertd.  That  the  Secretary  aoqn«nt  the 
Home  of  Bepresentatives  that  a  qnonm  of  (be 
Senate  is  assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  te 


Senate  that  a  quornm  of  the  HoM 
of  BepreeentatiTes  is  assembled,  aedhsTe  Nett- 
ed EsBBT  Cut,  Esq.,  one  of  the  BepreMili- 
tivee  from  the  State  of  Kentndy,  their  Speato, 
and  are  ready  to  proceed  to  bosineM.  TIkJ 
baTe  appointed  a  committee  on  their  p*ti 
Jointly  with  such  oommittee  as  may  be  appHnt- 
ed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wut  m  the 
Praodent  of  the  United  States,  and  notiCj  b^ 
that  a  qnorom  of  the  two  House*  is  isMmtM 
and  ready  to  reoeave  any  oommnnicatioiis  that  iH 
mn'  be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

The  Senate  ooncnrred  in  the  ai^iointiDait  <■ 
a  joint  committee  on  thetr  part,  agreeably  tn 
the  reselndon  last  mentioned ;  and  H«eRS.  Ai' 


£«l«ear«.— Oatarbrid(<  H0TM7,  Judh  A.  BajuA 
Jrarytoiul.— BuiiMl  Hmllh,  PhlUp  B«d, 
FlrfffHlo.— Wllllun  B.  QUca,  Elolwd  SiuL 


&«irvia.— WlUlam  H.  Cnwtbtd,  C\aHi*  lUL 
XtHimty^-JtlLti  Pope,  Otrnfe  U.  Bibb. 
TIhhhxm.— Jocpb  ADdana,  Qtcrfi  W.  Cupb^ 
OTto—Tbenu  Wonhlngtaa,  AJataitr  Quifbril. 
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DEBATES  OF  OONOBESS. 


TcnoAT,  November  S. 
RicEiAD  BsxHT,  from  Uie  State  of  Yir^nia, 


The  foOoving  M€«aage  wm  received  from  tbe 

^KMDENT  OY  TBS  tiNITKD  StATS»  : 

FtlbriMtM*  ofAi  AauM 

iwl  Haut  ^  R^rtimlatittt : 

In  caning  fon  togsthef  noiMT  thui  k  Mparattco 
fi«iii  jonr  home*  iroold  otherwlM  hara  been  re- 
qiuicd,  1  jielded  to  caauidentiona  drawn  frma  tha 
pwfenn  of  oar  fbmign  aSUn;  and  In  fixing  tlie 
praaent,  fi>r  the  tima  of  roDr  tneetiDg,  mgara  va« 
had  to  tba  probaldli^  df  fiutliar  derelotimeDta  of  tba 
poGey  of  tba  tieHigcreirt  pomn  towudi  tU*  ooimbT, 
which  might  Aa  toore  nnite  tba  Nsthnial  Cmincili 
in  dw  tDoMora  to  lie  pnnoed. 

At  IIm  cloaa  of  the  laat  Muaion  of  Congran,  it  ww 
hoped  tint  th«  aaeceaaivB  oonfirmaliinu  of  tba  ax- 
ttnotion  of  tha  Fnnoh  dacroei,  ao  fu  *i  ^tj  vialited 
DOT  nttitiBl  commerce,  would  have  induced  the  Got- 
amuaat  of  Qreat  Britain  to' repeal  ib  Orden  in 
Coondl,  and  Uiereh;  aiithorizB  A  remonl  of  the 
"'***"£  obitnictiona  to  bar  commeice  wiUi  the 
United  Stataa 

Instead  of  tUi  Teaaonabla  itep  towuda  mtidhction 
and  friendlliip  betweea  the  two  nationa,  die  Orden 
wen,  at  a  moment  when  leait  to  hare  been  expected, 
pot  brto  mora  rigonma  exeontiim  ;  and  it  wai  com. 
ratmicated  &migb  tlie  Britiah  ^voy  jut  arrired, 
that,  whilit  the  nrooatlon  oT  the  edicta  of  Fiance,  aa 
oBcJally  made  known  to  the  British  GoremmeDt, 
wai  denied  to  have  taken  place,  it  wai  an  hdiapen- 
Mbk  coeditioD  of  the  tepeal  of  the  Britiah  Orders 
Aat  eiBUueiue  ahoold  be  reatored  to  a  (botiiig  that 
woold  adndt  the  piodncdona  and  maunbctiirea  of 
Qieat  Britain,  when  owned  bj  neatiali,  into  markets 
rinit  ag^nat  them  by  her  enemj ;  the  United  3utea 


to  meaanres  at  ntallatiaii. 

At  a  later  date,  it  has  indeed  appeared  that  a 
communication  to  the  Britiah  OoTemment,  of  freah 
evidence  of  tha  repeal  of  the  French  decreea  agajoat 
oar  nential  trade,  was  followed  b;  an  intimatioD  that 
it  had  bean  transmitted  to  the  Britiah  Plenipotentiar; 
ben,  in  onler  Aat  it  might  receive  lull  coauderatlan 
diieiud<»is.     Thii  ei  ■    "' 


qipeara  MM  to  have  been  reoeived }  bat  the  trans- 
miaaon  of  it  Utbmlo,  fautead  of  foaodiog  on  it  an 
acbial  i^eal  <t  the  ordm^  v  aasnrancea  that  the 
npeal  wnild  ensne,  will  not  permit  oa  to  rely  on  any 
dfeuliae  change  In  the  Biitiih  Cabbet.  To  be  ready 
to  meet  witii  cordiaiity  satiifactoty  prod'i  of  inch  a 
ehai^,  aad  to  pieoeed,  in  the  mean  time,  in  adapt- 
ii^  oar  measoiei  to  the  views  wtuoh  bare  been  dis- 
ckeed  thimgb  that  HloilMr,  will  best  conanlt  oar 
i^ole  doty. 

la  die  friendly  spirit  of  thoaa  diaclosnre^  iodem- 
liltj  and  redraaa  for  other  wrongi  have  condnned  to 
be  withheld)  and  oar  coasts,  aul  the  mouths  of  onr 
haiboiB,  haye  again  witneaaed  scenes  not  less  derep 
atory  to  the  dearest  of  oar  natiMial  ridiU,  than  vex- 
iUooa  to  the  r^ular  oewie  eT  ew  ttado. 


lead  \fj  the  oondnct 
ips  et  war  norenng  on  our  eoasts,  waa 
between  one  of  them  and  the  American 
frigate  commanded  by  Captun  Rodgera,  tendered 
tmaTOidable  on  the  part  t£  the  latter,  bj  a  At*,  com- 
tnoieed  witbont  eaase,  by  the  former ;  whcae  com- 
mander Is  therefore  alcne  ohBigeable  with  the  blood 
nnfortonately  shed  in  maintoii&g  the  honor  of  the 
American  flag.  The  prootedlnga  of  a  court  of  in- 
qniij,  leqaeilad  by  Captun  Rodgera,  an  commnnl- 
eated,  together  witii  the  oorreapandence  relating  to 
the  occorrencfl  betweea  the 'SecrataiT  of  State  and 
Hla  Britannie  H^jeaty'i  Enroy.  To  tiieae  an  added 
the  eeveral  coTTeBpondencea  whidi  have  paased  on 
the  anbject  of  the  British  Orden  in  Couodl ;  and  to 
both,  the  ooireapondenoe  relating  to  the  Kl(»idas,  in 
which  Congien  will  be  made  acqnaiated  wiA  the 
intenraeltion  which  the  Gtrremment  of  Great  Britain 
has  ttunght  proper  to  make  against  the  pnxneding 
of  the  United  Sutea. 

The  Justice  and  faimesa  which  have  been  evinced 
on  the  part  of  the  United  Statea  towards  France, 
both  befon  and  lince  the  nvocatlon  of  her  decroea, 
Bntfaarind  an  expectatira  that  her  Oorenment 
would  have  foDowed  op  that  measare  by  all  aotk 
others  as  were  dne  to  onr  reasonable  oluma,  as  well 
as  dictated  by  its  amicable  prtrfsasioni.  Ko  proof, 
however,  is  yet  given  of  an  mtentlon  to  repidr  the 
other  wronga  done  to  the  United  States,  and  particn- 
larly  to  reatoie  the  great  amoont  of  Amerioan  prop- 
erty seiied  and  coadenmed  nnder  edicts  wnich, 
tlunlgh  not  afiectlng  oac  uentnl  relatjona,  and  then- 
fore  not  entering  into  qnesUom  between  tha  United 
Stales  and  ot^  bemgerents,  were,  nevertheless, 
foacded  in  aoch  ufjiist  prlndptea  (hat  the  reparatioi) 

^ht  to  have  been  pnimpt  and  ample. 
1  addition  to  thia  aad  other  demands  of  strict 
light  on  that  nation,  the  United  States  have  much 
reaaon  to  be  dlaastinfind  irith  the  tigorona  aud  nnai- 
pected  reibictiona  to  which  their  trade  with  the 
French  dominions  has  been  aabjected ;  and  which, 
if  not  discontinned,  will  require  at  least  oonvipoDdiDg 
rettricljoni  oa  impottatioas  fhnn  Fnnoe  into  the 
United  States. 

On  all  those  aabjecta,  onr  Minister  Plenipotentiary, 
lately  sent  to  Paris,  has  carried  with  him  the  neces- 
sary inatroetionj  ;  ifae  result  of  which  will  be  com- 
municated to  yon,  and  by  ascertuoing  the  ulterior 
policy  of  the  French  Govemioent  towards  the  Unitod 
StatsL  will  enable  yon  to  adapt  lo  it  that  of  the 
United  States  towards  France. 

Our  other  foreign  relations  remain  withont  nn- 
favonble  chaegoi.  With  Raada  they  are  on  the 
beat  footing  cf  friendship.  The  porta  of  Sweden  have 
afforded  prooTa  of  friendly  dinnntitHia  towards  ear 
commerce  in  the  Councils  ti  Uiat  nation  also.  And 
the  inTormation  from  our  ^eraal  Hiniiter  to  Den- 
mark, show!  that  the  misdon  had  been  attended  with 
valuable  effects  to  onr  citiiena,  irtiose  wepet^  had 
been  to  extensvely  violated  and  enOai^eied  by 
cmiaeri  midet  the  Daniah  flag. 

Under  tha  ominous  indications  which  commanded 
attention,  it  became  a  duty  to  exert  the  meana  com- 
mitted to  the  Executive  department  in  providii^  for 
the  general  secnrity.  The  wotks  of  defence  on  on 
mantime  frontier  nave  socoidingly  been  {troeeeated 
witii  an  activi^  leaving  Uttle  to  be  added  tai  the 
completion  of  the  moat  fiiportant  ones;  and,  as  par- 
ticularly suited  for  co-operation  in  amergendet,  a 
poctioo  of  the  guliboats  havt^  in  particular  harbon, 

been  oidated  fnia  use.    The  ship*  of  war  befisre  in 
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cammuaDa,  irith  the  addition  of  a  frigate,  hsTc  been 
cliieflr  employed  u  a  cndang  Enaid  to  the  il^it*  of 
our  coast.  And  laah  ■  dispntiaa  has  been  made 
of  our  land  forcea,  a*  mi  thought  to  pr(»nua  the 
■erricea  moit  appropriate  and  important.  In  Oiia 
dUpoBtian  i*  fucloded  a  force,  oonnitiDX  of  ngolan 
and  militia,  embodied  In  the  lodiana  Temtoij,  and 
marched  towaids  oor  North-weitBni  frontier.  This 
meamre  waa  made  reqninte  In  the  aerend  mnrden 
and  deptedaCfana  committed  bj  Indiana,  hot  moie 
etpedaU;  bj  the  menaciiig  pnnntioDi  and  aqiect 
of  a  oombinatiaii  of  them  On  the  Wabaih,  nnder  the 
inOoenoe  and  dinotioo  «f  a  (kn«&  of  die  Shawaiwn 
taibe.  With  theae  eioeptiiHia,  the  Indian  tribn 
retain  their  peaceable'  di^ontioiu  tovardi  ti*,  and 
their  nlnal  pnimitL 

I  mn<t  now  add  that  &a  period  ia  airind  whkh 
oIaim<  from  the  LegialatiTe  gnardiani  of  the  national 
rigfata  a  ^ctcoi  of  m<jn  ample  proriaiona  for  main- 
tainiiw  them.  Notwitbitanding  the  ecnjpoloui  nu- 
tlee,  Ue  protracted  moderadtHi,  and  the  moltiplied 
eSbita,  oa  the  part  Utha  United  Statea,  to  mbatilate 
tar  the  lOTimnlatJng  dangen  to  tint  peace  (rf'  the 
two  ooontiies,  all  tbamntuladTanta^eaof  re-eatab- 
liahed  ftieodidilp  and  acafidenoe,  we  have  nan  that 
the  Bridab  Cabinet  pennena,  not  oi^  m  withhcdd- 
iag  a  remedy  tor  other  wrongs  ao  l<mg  and  ao  loodl; 
dSing  for  it,  bnt  la  the  axeentioD,  toia^il  borne  to 
tbe  tluwlioU  tt  onr  tctrito^,  cf  neMurea  which, 

wellai  the^&c^  of  war  on  onrlawfiJ  oomoiaree. 

With  Hue  eridenee  of  boatile  inflexibilirf,  in  tram- 
tding  on  righti  which  no  independent  oaCian  can 
relinqniih,  Congma  viH  feel  the  dntj  of  potting  the 
United  Statea  into  an  armor  and  an  attitods  demanded 
b;  the  crini,  and  ocansqunding  with  tbe  "•*■"— -f 
Kpiiit  and  eipectatioua. 

I  reoommend,  accoidiD^,  tiiat  adequta  pnriaon 
be  mad*  for  filUog  the  ranha  and  proIonglnB  the 
enhatmenla  of  the  regular  tioopa ;  for  an  anjoliaiy 
foice,  to  be  engaged £»- a  more  limited  term;  for  the 
aoceptance  of  Tdnnteer  ooipe,  wboae  patriodo  ardce 
maj  cmrt  a  participation  in  orgent  aerricei;  for 
delacbmenia,  aa  they  maj  be  wanted,  of  ot]ier  por- 
tiona  of  tbe  militia ;  and  for  nch  a  preparation  of 
Om  great  bodj  aa  will  pniportiaD  iti  niefnlneei  to  iti 
intrumi  oapadliea.  Nor  can  tbe  oocaaioi  fail  to 
remind  yon  of  tbe  impwtanoe  of  thoH  miUtary 
Beminariea  which,  tn  evet^  event,  will  Ibno  a  Taluable 
and  frngal  part  of  our  Uilitarf  Eitabliahmeat 

Tbe  mannfactnra  of  cannon  and  nnall  armi  baa 
[moeeded  with  due  foeoeu;  and  the  alock  and  re- 
Bonroei  of  all  the  neoeBsaiy  rnnnitiona  are  adeqaata 
to  anargendes.  It  wiU  not  be  inexpedient,  howerer, 
fv  Congreia  to  aothoriie  aa  enlargement  of  tbam. 

YooT  attention  will,  of  GDone,  be  drawn  to  nuh 
proriiitmi  on  the  lotgect  of  onr  naval  force  aa  may 
be  required  for  the  aervicei  to  which  it  mi^  be  beit 
adapted.  I  anbmit  to  Coi^teaa  the  aeaaonabteneaa 
also  of  an  antboritj  to  augment  the  Kock  of  nch 
material!  aa  are  impeiUiabla  In  thur  naton^  or 
ma;  not  at  oooe  be  attain^ile. 

hi  contemplating  tl^  aceiMH  which  Ji^^ingmA  tbla 

Bttentjon,  it  ia  In^ioaalble  to  overlncA  choae  develop- 
ing themi^Tca  among  the  great  oommimitiea  which 
occnpv  the  Sonthem  portion  of  oor  bemiq>here^  and 
eiteud  into  our  nefgiibaifaood  An  enlarged  philan- 
ttropy,  and  an  enli^tened  fbrecaat.  oan<nu'  in  im- 
pomnf  on  the  nadmal  Connmla  an  obligation  to  take 
ft  deep  inteieet  Id  their  deatinie^  to  dienrii  reciprocal 


•entimenta  c^  good  will,  to  regard  the  prcgrMi  tf 

events,  and  not  to  be  unprepared  for  whatanr  late 
of  thii^  may  be  nltimatE^  eitablidied. 

Under  another  aapect  of  oor  ntnitloi^  tbe  «dj 
attantion  of  CongreM  wiH  be  dne  to  the  tif3iaa 
of  farther  gnaida  agaiost  erasiona  and  <"fr«I«ii»M  i 
OUT  commercial  lawi.  The  praetioe  <£  iraij^iat 
which  is  odious  every  wbere,  and  pattlailarij  on- 
inal  in  free  Govemuenla,  where  the  lawi  bring  atfdi 
bj  all  for  tbe  good  of  all,  a  fi>nd  is  eonnnitlBJ  m 
every  infridn^  aa  well  as  on  the  State,  atadH  ill 
Dtmoit  guilt  when  it  bleeds,  with  a  puiuit  cf  igM- 
minioua  gain,  a  tieacheroas  anbaervieu^  ia  tk 
traDsgreasors  to  a  foitign  ptdicy,  adverse  te  llist  if 
thdr  own  oooUiy.  It  is  Aien  that  the  virtooas  b- 
dignation  of  tbe  public  shoirid  be  enabled  to  aaaiW 
Itaslf  tbm^  the  regular  aninia.dv«n)ons  cf  the  bM 

To  secnra  greater  nqiect  to  onr  BMnantO*  h% 
and  to  the  honasl  intereata  which  it  covers,  it  n  u- 
pedient  also  that  it  be  made  pmiihaMe  JB  onr  rilif 
to  aenept  liosnses  from  foreign  Govcrnmaiiti  fa  ■ 
trade  luilawfdlly  interdicted  by  them  to  othor  AMD- 
can  dtiaan* ;  or  to  Bade  under  falsa  ooloa  or  fsfal 

A  piohibition  is  equally  eaOed  thr  agaiait  lbs 
acceptanoe,  by  our  citizens,  of  nedal  linnet  ts  it 


Aldioo^  other  snbjeett  ii 
alely  oa  yoai  deliberaliDn^  a  portion  at  them  cansol 
be  welt  bestowed  on  tiM  jiut  azid  lonnd  wticf  (f 
securing  to  oni  mannlactnres  the  Bucoese  tW  ton 
attained  and  are  still  attaining;  in  sonM  dtgnt, 
nnder  the  impnlsa  of  causes  not  permanent ;  ana  N 
onr  navigation  the  fair  szteot  of  which  it  it  at  pnMt 
ibridged  by  die  unequal  regnlatioDt  of  foeifp  tlor- 


Beildes  the  reaaonablenesa  <i  saving  oor  maasfas- 
tutars  from  sacrifices  wtrich  a  change  tfrircnnutusti 
might  bring  on  them,  the  nationsj  interett  nquiisi 
t^  with  reaped  to  such  articles  at  kaat  tt  being 


plies.  And  whilst  foreign  Goveminents  adlivs  to 
tbe  eiiating  discriminatiotia  in  their  porta  sgiinrt  so 
navigatiim,  and  an  equallM  or  lesser  dltcrimimti'" 
is  enjoyed  by  &Mr  navlgatian  in  onr  port*,  As  <Act 
cannot  be  Tnittaken,  because  It  hat  beea  tuioB^ 
felt  by  oor  ahip()ing  interests ;  and  in  propoftiai  si 
this  takes  plaoe,  Uie  advantages  of  an  ladifAat 
conveyaooe  of  oor  products  to  foreign  maikeBi  sol 
of  a  growing  body  of  mariners,  trained  t^  ^ 
occupation  for  tbe  service  of  their  oountiy  in  tiiBBi 
of  duger,  must  be  diminished. 

The  receipts  into  the  Troasniy  dnring  *»  1"' 
ending  ihi  Uie  thirtieth  of  September  last,  n" 
eiceeded  diirteea  millions  ud  a  half  of  doUan,  •■> 
have  enabled  na  to  defray  the  onrrent  tipn<^ 
including  the  Inlareat  on  tbe  pnblic  debt,  ("^V* 
leimbane  mon  than  five  millioDt  of  dollan  of  » 
principal,  wlthoot  reonrriog  to  the  loan  lotbon** 
by  the  act  of  the  last  aenon.  The  tampomy  li» 
obtained  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  one  thwauw 
eight  bondred  and  ten,  hat  alsa  been  reimliurMiV 
id  is  not  included  in  that  amoont. 

The  decrease  of  revenne  arising  than  tbe  abw* 
of  onr  commerce  and  the  extraordinaiy  tf^ 
irtuch  have  and  m^  beoome  nsoiaaaiy,  smM  ■* 
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taken  Into  Tiav,  Id  ntking  « 
Ar  tin  eutuing  jeu.  And  I  rveommf 
ooiaideration  the  [HTOinetf  of  iiuaring  k  mfficieiic^ 
of  umiul  rareanat  U  Irait  to  defraj  the  ordinuy 
Bxpemei  of  Oorominent,  ssd  to  jay  the  Intaieit  on 
fin  poblic  debt,  inclodiiig  that  on  unr  loani  vhioh 
nu^  b«  anlhocbad. 

I  ciuoot  okwe  thia  ewtinniDioitioa  wfthoot 
preaBi^  lUT  deep  Msas  of  tbe  orini  in  vhleh  jon 
Bra  kaaemUBd,  mj  oonfidsDoe  In  a  wIm  an  '  ' 
Able  reaolt  to  roni  dehberatloiu,  and  a«*D] 
the  fkitUiil  nu  with  which  mj  oo-operatij 
will  be  dlichaTged ;  ioriAiiie  at  tha  lama 
bleaaing  <£  Beaven  oa  oar  beloved  oonntn,  and  on 
■n  the  nis«ii*  that  ma;  be  en^loyed  la  Tmdlcatiiig 
hi  ri^iti  and  adraociiig  ill  Telfam 

JAUES  UADISON. 
(r  8,  1811, 


r,  Novamber  8. 
Jamxs  Llotd,  from  the  StAteof  HaasachiiMtta, 
twA  his  seat  in  th«  SeD&te, 

FsiDAT,  Korember  8. 
On  motion,  bj  Ur.  Smitb,  of  Mar^and, 
Setohed,  That  UooDtpoy  Bajl;,  Doorkeeper 
and  Sergeant'at-Arma  to  the  Senate,  be,  and 
be  is  hereby,  aathorized  to  employ  one  aasistant 
and  two  horW,  for  the  pnrpMe  of  performing 
mch  serrices  as  are  osnailj  reqaired  hj  the 
Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  and  that  the  Bam  of 
twentj-eight  doltara  be  allowed  him  weeklj 
for  that  parpoae,  to  commenoe  with,  and  renu ' 
diuiag  the  eeesioa  and  for  twenty  day s  after. 

IfoHD&T,  NoTember  11. 

Jakes  Tcbver,  appointed  a  Senator  hj  tlie 

Legialstnre  of  the  Btat«  of  North  Carolliui,  for 

the  term  of  aiz  fears,  eommencing  on  the  4th 
day  of  March  last,  produced  his  credentials ; 
irtiieh  were  read,  and  the  oath  prescribed  by 
law  was  adminlBtered  to  him,  ana  he  took  his 


Tdmdat,  November  13. 
Aleukbu  OAMPBttx,  tram  the    State  of 
Ohio,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Tbubsdat,  Norember  14. 
Separatum/er  the  attaei  on  tKaJrigaU  Cheni- 

Tbe  following  Message  was  Teoelved  from  the 
FcBsmuiT  or  XHt  Uhitid  States  ; 
Ta  Me  Stuait  mnd  Smae  of 

B^nraUaimtiifat  VrntaiSaUti 

I  Gommuiieste  to  Caagrsn  oopie*  of 
one  betweCD  die  Envoy  Extnordinsry  and 
ter  Flenipotentiaiy  of  Oreat  Britain  aiid  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  lelatire  to  the  mnMioni  craomitted 
W  A  Britiihihip  of  war  on  the  United  State*  frig^ 
Caieaapeake,  by  whiofa  it  *iU  b«  lean  that  diat  nib- 


rtof^ 


a  tStt  of  lepaiataon,  whloh  ha*  been  aoMd- 
JAUES  HADISON. 

(,  itm.  u,  i»a 


The  Message  Knd  papers  therein  r^rred  to 
were  retd,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

FsiDAT,  NoTNuber  S3. 
JoRATHAM  BomisoH,  from  tbe  State  ofVer- 
mont,  took  Ma  seat  In  Oie  Senate. 

UoNDAT,  November  SO. 
WiuiAv  Hdhtxb,  sppointeda  Senator  by  the 
Lepslatnre  of  tlie  State  of  Khode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,  in  place  of  Ohristopher 
Qraot  Ohamplin,  resigned,  prodaced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qoalified,  and  took  his  seat  In  the 

FmnAT,  November  29. 
Tbe  oath  preKribed  \xj  law  was  administered 
to  Ur.  Batabd^  his  credentials  having  beoi  read 
and  filed  daring  the  last  session. 

Thubsdat,  December  19. 
BattU^  TippMonot. 

Tbe  following  Message  was  received  from  tbe 
PswDKRT  or  THE  IJnitid  Siatbs  : 
Tt  fk  BmaU  ami  Bemi  qf 

R^tmtnlatiiim  of  At  United  atat«i  i 

I  1^  befom  Coi^Te>*  two  latten  rsoaived  from 
Govemv  HaniKin,  o!  the  Indiana  Territory,  repoit- 
fng  the  puticalan  and  the  tame  of  the  expedition 
under  hi*  oommand,  of  iriiich  noticg  was  taken  tnmy 
commnnioatirai  of  November  Sth, 

While  it  ii  da^y  lamented  that  eo  many  valnabls 
Utm  have  been  loat  In  the  action  which  tookplaoeon 
tha  7th  nMno,  CongraM  will  eee,  with  aatidactfen, 
the  daontlen  qiirit  and  fbititDde  viototloiuly  diaplay- 
ed  by  ancy  daKtiption  of  the  Ooopa  mgased,  a*  well 
aa  the  oolleoted  umneaa  which  diatiogiiUied  their 
cammaiider,  on  an  occadon  icqniring  the  utmost  ez- 
ertiinii  of  valor  and  diadpUne. 

It  may  reaaooably  be  expected  that  die  good  eflboli 
of  this  mittoal  defeat  and  diaperaon  of  a  oombinatton 
of  lavagai,  which  appears  to  have  been  ^reading  to 
■  greater  eztan^  will  be  eiperienoed  not  ozdyln  a 
eewation  of  the  mnrden  and  depredations  com- 
fiontieT,  hot  in  tha  prevention  cf 
otLarwise  (o  hare  beni  appm- 


Fbidat,  December  90. 


military  force,  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the  bill 
was  re*d  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  filled. 
On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass!  it  was 
d^wnnined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  S6,  nays  ^ 
at  follows: 
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Tkab. — MeMn.  Andenoti,  Bibb,  Bndlsj,  Cunp- 
bell  of  Ohio,  CvnpbeQ  of  Teomuee,  Condit,  Cnw- 
find,  CnCti,  FisnUin,  GKiUanl,  Genaio,  GDiavi, 
Gisgg,  Homy,  Howell,  Leib,  Lkijd,  P<^)e,  Reed, 
BobuuoD,  Soiitb  of  Xew  Yoik,  Tait,  Tmjiat,  Tomer, 
Vmrnnni,  and  VtKttiiiigtoii. 

Nat*. — HsMTi.  Dtm,  Ooodricb,  Bimter,  and  L*m- 
belt 

Samgenfor  t\e  J'Vvnfur. 

Tb«  Senate  rMomed,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  Hothorizing  tbe  Preiident  of  the 
TTnited  Btatea  to  raise  oertam  ooopaniaa  of 
epies  or  rangers  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier 
of  the  United  States;  and  the  bill  was  amend- 
ed ;  and  the  Preddeot  reported  it  to  the  Eonse 
accordingly. 

On  the  qncitifxi,  Shall  this  bill  be  engroswd 
and  read  « third  timeaa  amendedt  it  was  de- 
termined in  tiie  atBrnuliT& 

Tdbbdax,  December  si. 
Sadaan  Siear  and  lakt  Ontario  Oatial, 
The  following  Ueesage  was  reonved  from  the 
PBUinsirr  0>  TBS  UNiTEn  Btaiw; 
7b  (Ac  Sa^  mti  Eau»  qf 

R^nmHHiaet  tftii  United  Stattt : 
I  aommimiate  to  Congraaa  copiai  of  an  act  of  tbe 
Legidatnre  of  Stir  Tark,  niaticig  to  a  canal  ftom 
the  great  LakM  to  HodKnl't  River,  la  in»Hng  the 
Mnunimkatloii,  I  consult  the  reqnot  due  to  that 
State  in  what*  behalf  the  commiMiisian  wxniitad 
by  tlw  act  have  placed  it  in  mj  haudi  tor  me  par- 
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braaeh  of  iminoTanieiiti  than  the  United  State* ;  anil 
none,  peiliapt,  in^tcamentB  eqnall*  pvnoaaiTe  to  make 

MmplUed  by  the  StaM  of  New  York,  vhicli  marki 
achoDonble  qiiiiiofeiit«ipiue,aiidocmpriMeol)|ect« 
of  national  as  well  a»  more  limited  importanea,  will 
noall  the  attenliaB  of  CoBgreas  to  the  rignal  advan- 
ta«  to  be  darired  to  the  Uoited  StatetfrMl  a  gane- 
nl  ^item  of  latetnal  conunmdeadon  and  caDny- 
•oe*;  and  taggMt  lotheir  CMuiderallon  iriiate*er 
■lepam^bvpiopCT,  ondisirpart,towBri*  Itaintco- 
dnetian  and  aoocnnplidimaDt.  A*  eonut  of  tboea 
•dtanUtgea  have  an  intimate  eooMetiaa  widi  ar- 
langementi  and  ezeitioiu  tat  &o  gensal  eecnri^,  it 
U  at  a  period  calling  for  thtae  that  the  nufittofnudt 


V  28,  ISII. 

to  were  read;  and  referred  to  the  committee 
last  mentioned,  to  oonsder  and  report  thereon. 

FsmAT,  Deonnber  VT. 
The  following  Meaaoge  was  reoeived  from  tlie 
PBBsmaNT  o>  TBx  Uirnxo  Biatu: 
2\>  du  Sm^e  md  Beiim  ^ 

StprmtiHHiwai  of  (4a  UalUi  SUa  : 
I  lay  befbm  CcBgiaa  m^ea  «f  renfaitimii  entered 
intoby  UieLepilataiaof  Penn^traaia,  «hiablMTs 
been  Baumitted  to  me^  wiA  that  view,  hr  the  Qo*- 


of  ooaof  tkwd 


emoi  of  titat  Slate,  in  pi 
leMlotion*. 

JAMES  UADIS05. 

WASBBwroK,  AcmW  37,  1611. 
OUmt  Swmi  elaitn  /or  difftratt  ^pUcatitiu 
HfStean  Potetr. 

Mr.  I^IB  ptwented  the  memorial  of  OiiTer 
Evana,  stating  titat  the  memorialist  Toilr  b»- 
Herea  bimsctf  to  be  the  original  pivpow  <( 
sieam-boata  and  deam-wagons  in  the  XSiM 
States,  (Doctor  Franklin  only  excepted:)  at 
that  he  conceives  his  patent,  dated  Febnaj 
14, 1804,  secnred  to  him  the  right  to  i»  ha 
engine  for  boats,  mills,  and  land  csrrisgc:^  ueJ 
praying  to  be  left  in  fbU  poewsutm  «  tiuM 
rights,  for  reasons  stated  at  Urge  in  the  iDm> 
rial ;  whioh  was  read,  and  ordered  to  Keoi^ 
table. 

HoNDAT,  DecOTjber  80, 
Btiminffo/tteSidtmond,  Ya.,  Thtatn. 

Ur.  Bradlbt  anbnuttad  the  foUoriog  mo- 
tion for  dWsideratioD : 

Jiaahti,  That  the  member*  of  thk  How*  vfll 
wear  ctape  on  the  left  urn  for  one  month,  is  Md- 
mony  of  the  national  reelect  and  kitdw  for  dM  im- 
fbrtiuiate  peraone  who  perished  in  the  tity  of  Set 
mood,  in  Vii^nia,  on  tb*  night  of  the  SSA  <i  &> 
piceent  mac£. 

TiTxaoAT,  December  81. 

Ur.  Brasixt  called  np  the  motioamade  j» 
terday  on  the  sabject;  and,  on  his  motioa,  it 
was  amended  and  agreed  to  aa  follows : 

Saohed,  That  t£e  members  of  this  Hoow 
will  wear  crape  on  the  loft  ann  for  <»«  month, 
tn  testUnonf  of  the  condolence  and  scsrow  cf 
the  Senate  for  the  caUmitoiu  event  ^'tiA 
the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Stale  of  Tagim 
and  so  many  of  her  citizens,  perished  by  W" 
the  city  of  Riohmwid,  on  the  nii^t  of  the  a«i 
of  the  prcaent  month. 

Thobbdat,  JaonaiTlS,  1818. 
ffottOa  poliey  t^'Graat  Brital*. 
The  follo^ng  message  was  rewiTed  bae  the 
PsxaiDRNi  ov  TBK  IThttkd  Statis: 

Tq  At  BtmaU  and  Holat  of 

aefMhrtiM  of  tilt  UnUtd  SbMm: 

letter  Ihm  tho  &; 


ExtneiAnan  i 
It  Britain  to  ttn 


nUion  of  adeqaale  m 


Congreaa  a  li 
and  MInittM 


Orut  Britain  to  4^  Secrataiy  of  State,  with  th 

■wei  of  the  latter.  ^^ 

The    oontbitied  eridtnce   aflbrded  in  thii  c"»- 

(pcodraice,  of  tiie  hoetOe  poKi7  of  de  Brilidi  w^ 

ment  ag^nit  onr  natioDal  rightly  ■Uwgtf'"'*  ™ 

deratjooa  rtoommanding  and  aigii>K  t^"  F^ 

r  mainlainhig  then. 

JAt(E3  HADISON. 


WABBinannt,  Jmmay  18,  ISIS. 

The  UeoBue  and  docnmenta  mdosed  *<** 
read,  and  referred  to  the  oonunittee  to  w"* 
wafl  referred,  on  the  8th  of  November  I». « 
much  of  the  Ibesaga  rf  the  Pitrndtat «  »" 

D,.,iz.'.,L-OOglC 
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DEBATES  OT  CONQBESS. 

Immate  of  lit  JVav- 


United  States  u  oonoenu  the  relationB  between 
tbe  United  States  and  France  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, to  ooDsider  and  report  thereon;  and  five 
Imndred  copi«e  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed 
Ibr  the  tue  of  the  Benate. 

FsiDiT,  Janoary  17. 
IitooTjtoration  t^f  a  Mininq  Oon^aug  in  Upper 

Ur.  Bbadlet,  from  the  committee  npointed 
•n  tbe  petition  of  Moeee  Anstin  and  John  B. 
Jonen,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  Koeea 
ADsdii,  John  Rice  Jonea,  Hemy  AoBtin,  and 
others,  into  a  companj,  b;  the  name  of  tlie 
LomaaoA  Lead  Company ;  and  the  bill  waa 
ned,  and  pasaed  to  1^  second  reading. 

W>Dtti8DAT,  Jannar?  29. 

The  tnll  establishing  a  land  office  wu  read 
the  second  time. 

AddiUo/ial  2Rlitarjf  Force. 

Hie  Senate  reenmed,  as  in  Oommitlee  of  the 
Vbde,  tile  oonnderation  of  the  bill,  entitled 
**  An  act  anthorizing  tbe  Prendant  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  accept  and  organize  certun  Tolnn- 
teer  militaiy  corps,"  togeuicr  with  the  nmend- 
ments  r^c^ted  thereto  by  the  select  oom- 

Hr.  Giun  rose  and  opposed  at  length  the  bill 
ai  ii  came  fVom  the  Honse,  reserring  to  himself 
the  privilege  of  acting  on  the  proposed  amend- 
■mt  according  to  the  result  <rf  fnrther  refleo' 
tlms.  He  believed  the  bill  wonld  be  prodnc- 
tive  of  no  nractical  etBcaor.  It  propcwed  a  fbroe 
vhieh  ecmld  not  be  rused ;  and  if  raised,  fn>m 
tbe  short  period  of  its  serrioe^  in  tbe  event  of 
serious  hoatifitiee,  would  be  utterly  incompe- 
teDt  to  efiect  the  objects  of  those  hostilities. 
The  bill  wonld  be  inoperatiTa,  beoaQse,  in  the 
States  of  Haesachnsette  and  Vermont,  (and  he 
presumed  In  other  States,)  no  power  or  provi- 
don  ezieted  by  which  Asse  volnliteers  could  be 
eommiaaioiied,  SO  IS  to  perform  the  contempla- 
ted serrice ;  and  If  the  Government  were  de- 
rived of  the  Tolimteer«  in  Haasachnsetta  and 
vsrmont,  be  did  not  know  where  they  oonld 
obtain  Tolniiteera  for  tbe  object  which  he  be- 
Beved  all  branches  of  the  Govemmeot  had  in 
view.  He  preenmed  that  the  system  of  volon- 
tcers  was  tiie  &vorite  system  of  the  Qovern- 
BWBt;  and  this  he  inferred  from  tiieir  having 
lecomiaended  to  the  other  House  the  raising  t^ 
ten  thousand  r^nlars  only,  and  from  the  Mes- 
Mge  of  tbe  FreMeot)  sent  in  after  both  Hooses 
had  passed  the  Ullfbr  raising  twentj-fire  thou- 
Mnd  rcgnlua,  and  oommnnieBtlng  the  oorre- 
Bpradence  between  Mr.  Fo«t«r  and  Ifr.  Monroe, 


tile  preparations       ,  „  „ 

Tbe  Preaidenb  most,  therefbroj  have  deemed 
Tolimteer  fbrce  essential  for  the  contemplated 
servio&    And  here  he  olwerved  he  thongfat,  if 
Us  correepondence  with   the   British   Envoy, 
vhkdi  affiNrded  evidence  of  ".oontiimed  hostil- 


ity" towards  ns,  fnmished  matter  of  snfficient 
importanoe  to  press  npon  Congreei  the  utility 
of  naateuing  their  measnr«e  of  preparation,  that 
the  other  buBinaes  of  the  Department  of  State 


tbe  highest  respect  He  shoold  prefer  the  re- 
dnctioD  of  the  nmnber  of  the  volonteers  to 
twenty-five  thousand,  father  than  the  retention 
of  the  fifty  ihotmand,  bccanae  It  wonld  increase 
the  momentnm  of  aotosl  force,  and  decrease  the 
expenses,  about  wliioh  so  much  has  been  aud. 
Snrely,  he  said,  he  did  not  mean  that  it  wonld 
not  increase  the  momentnm  of  force  proposed 
by  the  other  House,  but  that  proposed  by  the 
l^ecotive.  The  Ezecntive  Iiad  asked  for  ten 
thousand  r^^nlars,  and  fifty  thonsaDd  volour 
teers — in  ail,  sixty  thousand  men.  The  other 
Honse  had  agreed  to  give  him  eighty-five  thou- 
sand. The  proposed  amendment  wonld,  there- 
fore, bring  toe  qnantom  offeree  down  nearly  to 
the  Executive  reqoisitioa  But  the  bill  pro- 
posed a  force  which  wonld  lie  utterly  inefficient, 
aa  all  other  volunteer  bills  had  been.  The  re- 
turns nnder  the  thirty  tboowmd  volunteer  law, 
passed  two  or  three  years  ago,  were  so  few, 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  did  not  register  them. 
He  asked,  how  efficient  conld  that  species  of 
fbrce  be,  of  which  tbe  Ciuef  Uagistrate  did  not 
think  it  worth  while  to  have  a  record  kept ! 
It  was  only  a  formidable  diq>lay  of  armies  on 
paper — a  tender  of-services — which  only  pro- 
duced very  handsome  replies  from  the  Presi- 
denL  Be  did  not  censure  the  Secretary  of 
War  or  the  President;  very  Ear  from  it;  tie 
defect  bad  been  in  the  law.  He  begged  gentle- 
men to  look  seriously  at  the  sul^eci^  If  a  war 
^honld  ensue,  it  most  be  a  serious  one.  The 
responsibility  attached  to  Oongress  of  plating 
on  adequate  force  in  the  bands  of  the  PNsident 
for  tbe  war.  Bot  if  tbey  passed  a  law  which 
wonld  give  tbe  Preddent  oidy  a  nominal  fbro^ 
totally  incompetent  to  effect  any  denrable  ob- 
ject, he,  for  one,  should  be  tmwilling  to  take 
any  share  of  req>ansibility  on  himself. 

T&UBSDaT,  Februaij  ST. 
JncreoM  of  ti«  Naey. 

The  Beoste  remmied,  SB  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  oonMderstion  of  the  bill  entitled 
"All act  concerning  the  Naval  EstabUsliment," 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  eeleat  cconmittee. 

Ur.  LiiOTn. — Mr.  Preeident,  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  oommittee  to  whom  this  bill 
Las  been  referred,  having  been  gone  through 
with,  I  now  beg  leave  to  ofier  a  new  one,  by  an 
additional  section  to  the  following  efiect : 

"  Be  UfiHier  tmacUd,  Thst  the  Pnsdsnl  of  ^» 
United  States  Im,  sod  hg  hereby  is,  snthcriied  to  oaoss 
to  be  built  Bs  qiMdUyaim^be,DDtliemoits{)pniv- 
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(id  modsl, fVigatei,  not  exoaediog  tfalrtj-dz  gnna 

CAch ;  and  tbit  ■  nim  not  eieMdinc doDw  be, 

and  the  wow  u  hvreb;  mpfoupriatad  fbr  building  tlu 
nld  &ig>ta>,  cmt  of  uj  huoiiti  in  tbe  Tnutazj 
othflrwiN  appropiKted.'' 

It  is  my  intention,  wr,  to  moTe  ft>r  twenty 
new  fHgBt«a ;  bot  the  nnmber  I  have  left  blank 
in  order,  ebonld  the  Beaat«  be  fKvanhlf  dis- 
poaed  to  an  inereaae  of  tlie  NaTj,  and  diMgree 
with  me  as  to  tb«  degree  of  that  inereaae,  tnej 
mi^t  regulate  the  nnmber  at  tbeir  pleasure. 
^Kr,  I  ^T«  been  iadnoed  to  offte  vm  ameoi 
ment  from  ao  impnlsa  of  dn^  towards  mj  more 
inmtediftte  oonstitoeota,  and  also  fKim  a  s«iee 
of  the  obl^^on  impoaed  npon  me,  bowever 
fbeblj  I  ma;  be  able  to  ren>ond  to  it  in  the 
honorable  station  in  which  I  am  placed,  to  en- 
deavor to  the  extent  of  my  elnlity  to  Hopport 
the  dignity,  protect  the  ri«itB,  and  advance  the 
beet  iuter«eU  of  the  United  Statea.  Sir,  I  tnut 
the  amendment  nnder  oonaideration,  if  adopted, 
wndd  have  a  relaHon,  and  s  &Torable  relt^tm, 
to  all  these  ot^ecte. 

If  it  be  not  the  determination  of  the  Oovera- 
ment  to  engage  in  an  open,  aotnal,  effid«it  war ; 
to  place  the  nation  in  aaob  a  oomplete  state  of 
preparation  as  to  avert  war,  from  onr  state  of 
readiness  to  meet  it ;  them  the  meaanres  of  the 
present  seeuon,  those  of  filling  np  the  existing 
Military  Eetabliahmenta,  and  thereby  adding  to  it 
between  riz  andseventiionBaDdmen,  that  of  en- 
listing a  standing  army  of  twenty-five  thousand 
men  to  serve  for  five  years,  nnless  sooner  dis- 
charged— oforoviding  for  the  employment  of 
fltty  thonsana  Tdnnteers,  and  of  holding  in  readi- 
ness one  hondred  tbonstrnd  of  the  militia,  wonld 
be  not  (mly  inexcnsable,  bnt  nearly  treascnable ; 
aa  they  would  in  snohcase,  without  any  adequate 
object,  impose  aevere  and  heavy  bnrdens  npon 
the  people  at  the  United  States,  ttoro  which 
years  of  the  higlieet  degree  of  pronterity  would 
not  relieve  them.  Bat,  sir,  I  sm  bonnd  to  be- 
lieve, that  nnleas  redress  be  obtained,  it  is  the 
determinatioQ  of  the  Government  of  UieUnit- 
ed  States  to  enter  into  an  aotoal,  vigorous, 
real  war,  or  at  any  rate  to  pot  the  nation 
into  a  perfect  State  of  readiness  to  commence 
It,  should  it  be  necessary ;  and  in  either  of  these 
cases,  an  efficient  naval  force  is  as  indispensable, 
nay  mnoh  more  indispensable,  than  a  land  force. 

In  the  year  1793,  when  Great  Britain  depre- 
dst«d  upon  yonr  commerce,  you  had  a  man  at 
the  head  of  yonr  Goremment  vho  fbngjit  no 
battles  with  p^ier  reaolntion^  norattMi^tedto 
wage  war  with  commerdal  restrietions,  althon^ 
they  were  then  pressed  npon  hiniL  He  oansed  it 
to  be  distinctly  and  with  Drmnen made  known  to 
Great  Britain,  that  If  she  did  not  both  cease  to 
violate  onr  rights,  and  make  Ds  reparatiw  for 
the  wrongs  we  had  sDstsined — that  yonng  and 
feeble  as  we  then  were,  Jost  in  the  gristle,  and 


consequence  t  Her  depredatioiu  were  stopped 
— we  made  a  treaty  with  her,  under  which  we 
enjoyed  a  high  degree  of  [WM^erity.  Oorclaiiu 


[Fnnu 


were  furly  heard,  eqnitahly  a^ndged,  and  tb« 
awards  were  honorably  and  pnnotnal]^  paid  to 
the  snferers.  In  this  instance  yon  did  sant- 
Uting  for  commove- 

Nezt  came  the  war  with  Trq>cdi — tha  Stf 
bary  States  preyed  npon  onr  oomnueee-^ca 
determined  to  reeist,  and  de^atched  a  niU 
squadron  to  the  Uediterranean :  this  od^  to 
have  been  ctmndered  as  the  genn  of  your  h- 
tnre  maritime  greatneea;  the  good  ecmdoetiad 
bravery  of  that  squadron,  and  the  sdMrnub- 
tioD  of  some  of  ite  offioen,  spread  the  roiowii  o{ 


standard — when  yon  nujiht  nave  ezlubitet 
interecting  speotade  of  the  infont  GoraaiBOl 
of  the  Umted  States  hddiog  in  subJngalioD  cm 
of  the  Powers  of  Barl>st7,  to  whom  all  Eonps 
had  been  sobservieat— at  this  moment  n^ 
oonquest  was  completely  within  your  gm^ 
civil  agency  stepped  in — the  lamel  vss  Un 
from  the  brow  <^  as  nllant  a  chieftain  «s  srv 
graced  the  plains  of  PnUatine,  and  we  igngsn- 
nionsly  eoneented  to  pay  a  tribute^  wbvt «( 
might  have  imposed  one. 

After  this  yon  kad  the  BeHin  deoe^  tb* 
Orders  inConndl,  the  Milan  dea«e,  tiwBtn- 
bonillet  decs«e,  the  defH^d^ona  of  Spain,  As 
robberies  even  of  the  renegado  blad  diistff 
St  Domingo,  and  the  nnprovohed  and  s^  oob- 
tinned  plmider  of  Denmark,  a  nation  of  piiitcs 
from  their  origin.  What  eanse  of  eomplaut  hM 
Denmark,  or  ever  had  Denmark^  agsiut  »l 
Hw  most  fond  and  speonlative  marilinie  ;»■ 
tensions  we  have  wttlingjy  espoased,  asd  j* 
she  continues  daily  to  c^hn«  and  cMMSflui  tn 
vessels  and  eargoes,  and  contemptnonsly  teUs  H 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  t«  toe 
vrise  to  go  to  war  for  a  few  merohant  tbifa 
And  this  we  bear  from  a  people  as  infeiiort* 
the  United  States  in  all  the  attributes  of  nstioB- 
al  power  or  greatness,  as  I  am  inferior  to  Ev- 
cules.  Yee,  sir,  oommeree  has  been  absndoMd, 
else  why  prohibit  yoor  merchants  fina  brar 
ing  the  property,  toalargeamonnt,whi(ltlMy 
have  fiiirly  parchased  and  paid  tia,  into  tM 
ports  of  onr  conntry,  else  why,  by  this  eid"' 
don,  perform  the  donble  operatioa  of  adding  to 
the  reeonrces  of  the  enemy  you  are  goisg  to 
war  with  and  impoverishing  yonr  own  duMM 

Yei^  sir,  commerce  has  bMn  abandoned,  "<is- 
serted  Inherntmost  need  by  those  her  fotinv 
boun^  fed."  Tes,  nr,  she  has  bera  sbsndoi- 
ed.  She  has  been  left  as  a  wreck  npon  a  Am 
or  as  a  derelict  upon  the  waters  a  ths  occss, 
to  be  burnt,  sank,  <«  plmidered,  by  any  st^ 
OT  puny  asnilant  who  oooM  man  an  oar  or  MS 
a  swivel  for  her  annoyance. 

What  was  the  lea^  olyect  of  tbe  adoptiai 
at  the  Federal  OonstjtotitHi  in  the  wslbsni 

r!s  of  the  Union  ?  Most  emphsticsU  j,  it  ^ 
tbe  pfotection  of  commerce.  Thst'sitln 
situation  of  some  branches  of  onr  coubm'W 
theni  And  whst  is  it  now!  Look  st  tM 
ntatmnftit  which  was  laidi^Kffi  onr  tables  sbmt 
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s  fbrtni^t  puLutd  taken  from  th«  ntnnia  of 
tbeTrMHUT.  What  effect  hu  it  had  npoD  onr 
Ibhoies,  whidi  wero  bo  nobly  and  nicceaaAinf 
oontoided  for  bj  the  American  CommiadMien 
whoaett]ed  the  Treaty  of  1788;  whLoh  for  a 
time  sQBpended  that  Treaty ;  and  vhich,  both 
the  dnphdly  and  intrigue  of  Traiice  and  the 
intereet  of  Fjigland  itroTe  to  derive  m  of— of 
oar  flsherieg,  whioh  vere  then  oooadered,  and 
stiU  on^t  to  be  oonaidwed,  aa  a  main  sinew  r€ 
mr  giraigth,  and  a  noTsery  for  our  leament 

UoRDAT,  Uarch  S. 
InertoM  of  th»  Navy. 

}b.  CnAvrom. — The  hoDOrabla  gentleman 
from  Uiaaaohnwtta  (Hr.  Llotb)  tlunb  that 
nothing  has  been  done  by  the  OoTemneut  for 
commeroa,  wfailit  commeroe  has  done  erery 
thing  for  the  nation ;  that  commwoe  baa  paid 
into  the  pnblio  Treaenry  1300,000,000.  If  it  ia 
oontended  that  thia  sam  haa  been  paid  exda- 
RT^  by  oommeroe,  nothing  can  be  more  inocv- 
rect.  lie  money  ooUected  from  impoeta  and 
dntiea  is  pud  by  the  oonsmner  of  merohandiae 
npoo  whEcb  the  dntiea  are  impoaed.  It  ia  cd- 
tested  immediately  from  the  merchant,  and  nl- 
limntely  from  tlw  nation.  The  only  money 
paid  into  the  Tt«aniry  whioh  can  Jnatly  be 
placed  to  the  ezchinTe  eredit  cf  commerce,  ia 
the  anm  retained  by  the  Government  upon  de- 
bentnrea,  which  ia  only  7~10tha  of  one  per  cent 
im«n  gooda  paying  a  duty  of  twenty  p«r  ceet. 
ad  valorein,  and  has  never  amounted  to  $400,- 
000  in  any  one  year.  The  export  of  foreign 
prodnetiona  from  the  United  Slatet  in  the  year 
1807,  exceeded  109,000,000,  and  the  aun  paid 
into  the  Treaaory  that  year  on  aooonnt  of  draw- 
baoka  waa  about  (890,000,  which  ia  the  greatest 
amount  reorived  from  that  aonrce  of  revenne 
nnce  the  oi^anlzation  of  tiie  Qoyemment. 

The  dn^  Bpon  toimage,  like  Qie  dnty  im- 
poaed on  merohandiae,  ia  piud  by  the  eonanmer 
w  grower  of  the  cargoea  bvnaported  by  the 
abip-Itoldera,  of  whom  this  doty  ia  inmiediately 
cojleoted.  The  ultimBte  payment  of  thta  da^ 
by  the  grower  or  oonenmer  will  depend  npoo 
the  relative  demand  (br.  and  snpply  of  the  arti- 
des  in  the  market  to  which  they  are  exported. 
If  the  demand  for  the  article  ia  greater  than  the 
quantity  in  the  market,  it  is  paid  by  the  eon- 
anmer ;  if  the  snpply  exoeeda  the  demand,  it  is 
paid  by  the  grown-,  in  the  form  of  a  redocdon 
oftheprioe  of  the  article  equal  to  the  doty  im- 
poaed. 

Vlio  are  the  meet  interested  in  commerce, 
the  growers  of  the  articka,  the  etcbange  and 
tranaportati<m  of  which  conatitnte  commerce, 
or  the  heban  and  freighters  employed  in  the  ex- 
diauge  and  transportation  of  those  articles! 
Can  any  man  doubt  for  one  moment  tiiat  the 

Cwara,  the  rightful  owners  o!  the  articles  to 
exchanged,  ore  more  deeply  interested  in 
eommeroe  than  the  merchant  and  ship-holder, 
who  only  make  a  profit  from  the  sale  and  trana- 
portotion  of  the  articles  nehanged  t     If  the 


profit  they  derive  ftvm  oommeroe  ^onld  be  so 
enonnona  aa  to  exceed  the  original  value  of 
thoee  artiolee  in  the  handa  of  the  growera,  still 
it  can  be  demonstoated  that  the  interost  of  th« 

latter  is  more  vitally  affected  by  a  prosperona 
or  adverse  state  <^  commerce,  than  that  of  th« 
merdiant  or  ^p-holder.  lie  merchant  will 
be  rt^uhited  in  the  price  which  he  ^vea  to  ths 
grower,  by  the  state  of  tbo  market  and  the  prioo 
of  transportation  to  the  market.  Let,  the  prioo 
be  what  it  may  in  foreign  markets^  the  mer- 
chant is  reflated  by  it,  and  can  only  be  af- 
fected by  sodden  changee  in  those  markets 
wliich  mi^  be  pr^ndiciol  or  odvantageons  to 
him.  It  ia  a  matter  of  amoll  moment  to  him 
whether  the  artidea  in  which  he  deals  bring  a 
high  or  low  price  in  the  market  to  which  they 
are  sent,  if  that  price  is  not  variably  becanse 
he  will  regolate  the  price  he  gives  for  them  by 
the  price  which  he  can  obtain.  But  the  price 
which  those  articles  will  brio^  in  the  market  to 
whioh  they  are  aeot,  is  all-important  to  the 
grower,  becanse  it  will  regnlate  the  price  which 
he  ia  to  receive  for  them  beyond  the  power  of 
hie  controL  Every  circnmslance  which  teoda 
to  dasOroj  competition  and  rednce  the  nomber 
of  markota  to  which  onr  produce  is  sent,  vitally 
affects  the  interest  of  tJhe  grower.  The  planter, 
the  farmer,  ia,  therefore,  more  deeply  interested 
in  the  prosperity  of  that  oommeroe  wbioh  flnda 
a  market  for  the  annual  sorplns  prodootiona  of 
his  iodnatry,  than  the  merchant  or  ship-holder. 
Thie  direct  commerce  is  indispenieble  to  the 
internal  growth  and  improvement  of  the  conn- 
try,  and  to  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the 
people,  and  more  so  to  the  people  of  the  Booth- 
em  and  Weetem  States  than  uiy  other  part  of 
the  United  States.  Sir,  we  are  not  eo  grossly 
ignoruit  aa  to  mistake  onr  Interest  in  this  mat- 
ter. We  know  that,  withoot  commeroe,  with- 
out a  market  for  the  snrplus  prodnotioos  of  our 
tabor,  we  should  be  deprived  of  many  of  those 
artidee  which  long  habtt  has  made  necesaary  to 
our  ease  and  oomfort.  It,  then,  we  are  not 
groeely  ignorant  of  oor  true  Interest,  nothing 
con  be  more  unfounded  than  the  accusation  <a 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mi.  GxBtus.) 
The  charge  must  be  the  result  of  ignorance  or 
pr^ndice.     Mr.  0.  said  lie  wonld  not  follow  the 


,  he  would  not  insolt  the  fedinge  of  that 
gentleman ;  he  wonld  not  qoeetion  his  veradty 
or  integrity  by  stating  hypothetically,  "that 
perha^  his  opinions  were  honest."  Whilst  he 
repdled  this  onfonnded  oharee  in  the  manner 
which  its  nature  imperioosly  demanded,  he  had 
no  heaitation  In  admitting  that  the  opinims  of 
that  geatieman,  whether  the  reaoltoi  pnjndiee 
or  of  ignorance,  were  strictly  honest.  Mr.  0. 
said  there  was  no  man  in  the  nation  more 
friendly  to  that  oommeroe  which  he  had  de- 
scribed than  he  was,  and  that  no  port  of  the 
nation  cherished  it  with  more  ardor  than  that 
which  he  in  port  hod  the  honor  to  represent  <m 
this  floor.    But,  air,  there  ia  a  commerce  whioh 
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S»«]  

bM»  been  pcoaeanted  to  m  rerj  great  extent  by 
the  cxmuneioUl  oapitaliate  of  the  United  StateCL 
for  tbe  proq>erit7  of  which  the  agrioultanl 
fiart  of  the  lutioa  do  not  feel  tbe  rame  aolici- 
Ude.  , 

-  In  the  jew  ISOT,  tbe  United  Btatea  exported 
Dpwarde  of  91IB,OO0,0OO  of  fordgn  prodactiotu. 
Ilila  oonuneroe  has  no  oooneotion  with  or  de- 
ptodenoe  upon  the  uinaal  sniplnB  prodootioua 
of  the  oonntrj,  whl^  u  tbe  on^  oonuneroe 
that  eaKDtiaUr  piomotM  domeotio  indnstrj  and 
moltipUes  the  aonMetio  oomforti  of  the  grectt 
mam  of  the  people.  Tbia  oonuneroe,  whloh  la 
tbe  legitimate  om^uig  of  war,  and  expires  with 
the  tirat  dawning  of  peitoe,  u  proeaeuted  prinoi- 
pall;  b;  our  oommeroial  citiea  to  the  east  and 
north  of  the  Potomac.  The  londbolders,  the 
oonntiT  peoj^e,  tbe  great  mass  of  BgricoltonBta 
ia  tbe  United  States,  never  had,  and  never  can 
have  any  direct  interest  in  it.  The  farmer  of 
the  Eastern  and  ICddle  States,  and  the  planter 
of  the  Soatbern  and  Western  Btatea,  ataod  in 
tbe  same  relati<Hi  to  this  oommeroe.  Whethw 
It  be  prosperona  or  adverse,  to  a  matter  of  small 
oonoem  to  Ibem,  and  nothing  bnt  an  effort  of 
pure,  disintereated  patrlotiam  coold  indaoe  them 
to  JeopardiEe  tbe  peace  and  happineaa  of  tbe 
nation,  and  stake  the  proeperity  of  the  direct 
conuneroe  of  the  ooont^'i  for  the  [noteotion  of 
Ibis  Ennahrocxn  ooauneroe. 

Tbe  nse  propoeed  to  be  made  of  theae  frigate^ 
if  bnilt,  certainly  meele  mj  approbation.  The 
idea  of  protecdng  onr  oommeroe  by  a  naval 
force,  which  haa  been  pressed  %ritb  so  much 
vebemeooe  by  some  of  onr  navy  gentlngen,  is 
worse  than  visionary.  A  navy  can  injure  txim- 
meroe,  but  cannot  afford  it  protection,  unless  it 
annihilates  tbe  naval  force  of  tbe  aaverse  na- 
tion. Unless,  therefore,  we  have  Ijie  means  of 
creating  and  snpporting  a  navd  force  aUe  to 
contend  ■ncoeeefDUy  with  the  British  navy  for 
tbe  empire  of  tbe  sess,  we  most  abandon  all 
Idea  of  protecting  our  oonuneroe  agunst  that 
nation.  Oreat  Britun,  with  her  tbonsand  ships 
of  war,  is  unable  to  protect  her  oommwoe  even 
in  sight  of  her  own  ooasts.  Aooording  to  my 
understanding  of  the  views  of  the  honorable 
gentlemen,  these  thirty  frigates  are  to  be  em- 
ployed m  d«etroying  tbe  oommeroe  of  the  ene- 
my, and  not  in  figbting  ber  pabUo  armed  vessels. 
They  are  in  fact  to  be  national  privateers.  In 
thia  point  of  view,  tbe  propodtioa  to  oasMer 
tbe  cffioer  who  should  strike  the  American  flag 
•eema  to  be  at  war  with  tbe  natoro  of  their  em- 
ployment. They  are  to  direct  their  efforts  to 
tbe  destrnction  of  merchant  vessels,  and  to 
av<^d  collision  with  tbe  ships  of  war.  It  is  to 
be  apprehended  that  men,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
avoid  serious  conflicts  with  the  enemy,  will 
grow  timid  fram  habit,  and  will  resist  bot  feebly 
when  inevitably  forced  into  them.  The  charac- 
ter of  the  naval  officers  of  the  United  States 
makae  a  regnlation  of  this  kind  wholly  unneoes- 
asry.  Their  enterprise,  their  oonrage,  and  in- 
trepidity, lire  too  well  established  to  require  a 
regulation  of  wich  severity.    As  then  the  gen- 
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tleman  does  not  intend  to  dilute  tbe  aovengiUT 
even  of  onr  own  seas  with  our  expected  esoi^ 
witb  this  naval  force,  bnt  intends  to  empby  ii 
in  the  destrnction  of  merchant  veaeels,  in  ia- 
crease  of  that  force  qipears  to  me  to  bewhaQy 
nnneosBSsry  and  impolitic  Individnal  sal*- 
prise,  directed  by  individual  interest,  will  mm 
effeotoally  destroy  the  oommeroe  of  the  awiajj 
tiian  any  numbM"  of  frigates  in  tJte  powv  a 
this  Government  to  boUd  and  employ.  Tfas 
Beltiinrae  JMnvI  StpiMieait  state*  that* 
Fraioh  privateer  in  tbe  Atiantio  Ocean  hascap- 
tnred  abont  thirty  merchant  vcooela,  utd  ttet 
tbe  impresdon  made  by  tlus  sin^  privateer 
was  so  serions  that  thirteen  Teseels,  several  of 
whioh  were  frigates,  were  employed  in  cmirtng 
for  her.  The  truth  of  this  statement  may  bt 
relied  on,  becaoee  that  p^ier  ia  not  in  the  fastat 
of  eiaKerating  French  saoceeseo,  or  of  sggrs- 
vating  British  sufferings.  Bnt  it  is  sud  thM, 
although  onr  privateers  were  snooeerful  at  tto 
CMumenoement  of  tbe  Kevolotionaij  War,  ba- 
fore  the  oonclnalon  of  that  oozdeat  they  was 
entirety  destroyed.  Adnutiing  the  bot  to  ka 
true,  it  does  not  neoeesarily  follow  that  nd, 
will  be  tbe  result  trf'  tbe  war  now  in  eontenqib- 
tien.  After  Hm  fiist  yens  of  that  oMUeat,  tbi 
Brittah  forces  were  in  possession  of  tbe  pnosi- 
pal  porta  and  harbors  of  the  United  Btati^ 
wbidi  made  it  extremely  hazardoos  tat  oat  pi- 
vateers  to  approach  our  own  ooasta,  or  eater 
our  own  harbors.  It  is  expeot«d  that  our  atas' 
tion  will  be  very  diffbrent  in  the  event  of  war 
M  this  time.  Instead  of  posaeanng  tbe  prina- 
pal  pMis  of  the  United  States,  we  expect  to  ex- 
pel them  from  the  whole  of  th^  eontineslsl 
poesesdiiiis  in  onr  nei^borhood.  If  this  shodj 
be  the  result  of  the  war,  their  means  of  aaDoy- 
ing  onr  commeroe,  and  of  destroying  our  pri- 
vateers, will  be  greatiy  diminished,  and  thar 
power  of  proteoUng  thor  commerce  fnxn  Um 
depredatiuns  of  our  privateere  will  eaS^  u 
equal  dimiontion. 

!Uo?n>AT,  Ifaroh  9. 
Briti*h  Intrigue*  to  ditmeaiAer  the  ITniM. 
The  following  Message  was  received  fromtba 
PsisiDBMT  at  THB  nmrxD  Stati»  : 


I  lay  before  Comtsu  oopiea  oT  oertaJi 

Uch   remuQ  in  Ui«  DepAitmoJit  of  S^ 

prove   thiLt,  at  ■  recent  pericxl,  whilst 


lata    TliW 
the   Pmw 


States,  noti«i^taDiiiiig  ^e  wrongs  nistuDed  bj  Ibt^ 
ceased  not  to  observe  the  laws  of  paaoe  sod  uenlnl^ 
ty  towards  Great  Britain,  anil  in  llie  midst  oT  vmct- 
ble  profewoni  mnd  negotiatioDJ  on  the  psrt  of  It* 
Britiih  Government^  thronghits  poblie  Miniiterbe«i 
secret  agent  of  that  Govemmeot  wu  enipl<^ '" 


enunent  in  MaseKhtisetts,  ia  ibmendzig  di 

to  Sue  conatitaCed  ■atboritfas  (tf  the  nalian,  ui  <■ 
intrigaei  with  the  diiaSectad,  for  the  pnipC  ' 
bringing  about  reartince  to  the  law*,  end  enotnv- 
ly.  In  conoert  with  a  Britiih  fbn^  cf  daMR^  *" 


,L-oo^lc 


DSBA7BS  or  conroBses. 

MrecliM  if  tit  Twrierf  if  OHtoK*  nrio  a  SUOt. 


[Sduib 


In  addittoa  to  &•  efltet  whioh  ths  dlaoenir  of 
•ad  >  proccdom  nn^t  to  Iuts  on  tlis  poblie  ogou- 
dk,  it  will  BOt  fiul  to  nodn  more  dear  to  the  tuuti 
(f  kU  good  citiicni  tlist  h>pp7  Unlco  (f  Asm  Ststa^ 
vhich,  under  DiTioa  Provdanoa,  is  the  goaiwitj  of 
Arir  libeitiei,  their  nfe^,  tiuifr  traDqoiUlt}',  ud 
Aeir  pmperitr.  JAMES  HAD130N. 

Hakch  d,  1813. 

Tha  Ueesage  and  dooameniB  therdn  Tofeired 
to  were  read,  and  od«  thoatand  oopies  of  the 
Ueasage  and  docoments  ordered  to  De  printed 
for  the  Dse  of  the  Senate ;  and  on  motion  of  Hr. 
Camfbkll  of  TenneMee,  a  ocxnmittee  was  ap- 
pcHnted  to  examine  the  doomnente  above  refw- 
red  to,  and  designate  rach  as  m^  be  neoesaary 
to  be  printed. 

Ueasrs.  CkxFVxa.  of  Tennessee,  BiKin,  and 
Batasd,  were  appointed  the  ootninlttea. 

Hr.  LiATD  mlnnitted  the  following  motion 
for  Msuideration : 

Smolved,  That  iLa  S«ct«t*i7  of  Stito  be  dirtoted 
to  Uj  before  the  SanMe  the  nunei  at  any  ud  all 
peivoDj'  in  the  United  States,  aod  upseiallj  bi  the 
State  of  Hunctnuetti,  who  haxt  in  mnj  Ws;  or 
tnamier  wbatvnr  eiita«d  into^  or  most  remotely 
oonntenaneed,  the  pioject  or  the  Ttewi,  for  the  axe~ 
cation  or  attainment  of  whioh  John  Hnuy  irai^  in 
tfaa  year  1809,  employed  ij  Sir  Jamea  Craig,  then 
GoTunor  Gensral  it  the  Bntlah  proriaoei  in  North 
America,  aod  vhich  have  thiaday  been 
ted  to  tbe  Senat*  of  the  United  Statei. 


Fbidat,  March  IS. 
Anmter  to  Mr.  Lloydft  infuiri/. 
The  following  Meaaage  waa  reoeiTed  from  the 
PiBaii>KHT  ot  TBI  UsiraD  Btatu: 

n  Ae  SeMte  o/Ou  Unlltd  Stata  : 

I  trananh  to  die  Senate  areportof  tlw  Sacralaryof 
State,  conpMng  with  tiMir  reaohitian  of  the  lOth 
inatut  JAMES  MADISON. 

DBFaanisn  or  Sra^  JfonA  IS,  ISIS. 

The  Saentaiy  of  State,  to  wbom  wm  leftmd  the 
reaolntion  «f  the  Senate  of  the  10th  butaot,  hai  tha 
honor  to  report,  that  thit  department  ia  not  in  poa- 
■caioii  of  any  namea  of  paraooa  in  tha  United  State*, 
who  hare,  in  any  way  or  manner  whatam,  entered 
tnh)  or  eoanteaaiioed  Oe  pnyect  or  the  riewa,  tat  the 
•leeatuni  or  sttaiDmeDt  of  which,  John  Heniy  waa, 
in  the  year  1609,  employed  l^  Sir  Jamea  Craig;  the 
add  John  Henry  havrng  named  no  penoni  or  penon 
aa  being  ooncemed  in  the  nid  nnnect  or  riewa  re- 
fared  to  in  tha  docomeDta  Uid  before  QmgreM  on 
^  &th  iutanL  Whioh  ia  r^wetfiilly  anbnutted. 
JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Veaeage  and  reptat  were  read,  and  one 


WiDVxsDAT,  Harcli  18. 

hieorporatioti  (f  a  Mining  Company  in  Upper 

Lovitiana. 

The  Senate  reemned,  aa  in  Ckmimittee  of  the 

Thole,  ^le  oonsideradon  of  tha  bill  to  inoorpo- 


rate  Moaee  Aoatin,  John  Bioe  Jones,  Heiuy 
Austin,  and  others,  into  a  company,  by  the 
name  of  the  Louisiana  Lead  Oonipany ;  and  tha 
bill  having  b«ea  further  amended,  the  Prerident 
reported  it  to  the  HooBe  aeoordin^y. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  eogrosMd 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  (  it  waa  de- 
termined in  the  affinnadve. 

Tdumt,  March  S4. 
bi  tlie  atw^ce  of  the  Yiob  Fsxamrarr,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Lloti^  the  Satate  prooeeded  to 
the  ohoioe  of  a  President  pro  tempore,  as  the 
oouititation  providea,  and  Willuu  H.  Os&w- 
roBD  waa  elected. 

iHcsaDAT,  If  areh  80. 
IneorparaUon  tf  Ltad  iR-n»  Cvutpawj, 

The  en^Toaaed  bill  to  inoorporate  Moees  Aa«- 
tin,  John  liice  Jones,  Henry  AostiiL  and  otber^ 
into  a  company,  by  the  name  of  tne  Looisiaua 
Lead  Company,  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  the  question,  Sbal)  this  bill  pass!  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeaa  14,  naja  IS, 
aa  Mows ; 

Teu. — Ueaan.  AndenoD,  Bradley,  Gondii^  Craw, 
ford,  Dana,  Qennan,  Qoodrioh,  Gregg,  Howell, 
Hnntar,  Smidi  cf  NewYoA,  Talt,  Taylor,  and  WoT- 
thington. 

NATa.— Hena.  Bayard,  FranUbi,  CMea,  Hofaey, 
Lambect,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Toner,  and  Vammn. 

Bo  it  was  Boohed,  That  tiiia  bill  paae,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be,  "  An  act  to  incorpo- 
rate MoBes  Austin,  John  Kice  Jones,  Heni; 
Austin,  and  others,  into  a  company,  b;  the 
name  of  the  Louisiana  Lead  Oompany." 

WxDxmuT,  April  1. 

Ereetion  <^  (A<  Territory  c/  OrUam  into  a 

StaU. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 

aot  for  the  admiasioQ  of  the  State  of  Lonisiaoa 
into  the  Union,  and  to  extend  the  lawa  of  the 
United  States  to  the  aaid  State,"  having  beea 
reported  by  the  committee  oorrectiy  engroesed, 
the  bill  waa  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and, 
by  nnanimona  oonaent,  was  farther  amended. 
by  striding  ont^  in  the  ninth  section  and  second 
line,  the  word  ''  next,"  and  inserting  the  words 
"  one  thooscmd  ei^t  hundred  and  twelve." 
Retohed,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amend- 

The  bill  giving  ftarther  time  for  registering 
olaims  to  land  m  the  eastern  district  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  In  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  enlarge 
the  limits  of  the  State  of  Loulaiana ;  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  offered,  on  the  qnes- 
tion,  Shall  this  biU  be  engroesed  and  read  a 
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lirta,  ini 


third  tim«  t  it  waa  detennined  in  the  affimutive 
— jetail,  nftjBS,  as  follows: 

Teu.— Ha«n.  Aodsnoo,  Baf&rd,  BOA,  Cunp- 
ImH  of  TwDMwa,  CoDdit,  Cnvfrad,  Cntt^  GuU^ 
Giln,  Gi^s,  Hone;,  Howell,  L«ib,  Pi^m,  Smitli  of 
Hujland^^iiih  of  Ns«  Yor^  Tait,  Taylor,  Tomer, 
Vanmm,  and  Wortijiofftao. 

Nats.— Mean.  Bnidlsr,  Fnnklin,  Gennan,  QO- 
m■I^  Qoodrieli,  Lambart,  IJojd,  and  Bead. 
Tmgxiran/  Saibargo. 

The  following  confidential  Meesage  waa  n- 
oeiTed  from  the  Pretddeot  of  the  United  States : 

7i  lit  Stmte  and  Botue  of 

Sqnvtamlataa  o/llu  VnUtd  Btakt : 

Coiuidaiiiig  it  ai  expedient,  ondar  exiatlog  etnnmi- 
Manoe*  and  pioapecta,  that  a  general  emfaanja  Im  laid 
on  all  Toaeli  now  in  port,  or  banaftBr  iniTing,  for 
flie  period  of  ax^daji,  I  tecomineDd  the  jmmwliata 
paiHce  (€  a  law  to  that  eflbct. 

JAHES  UADISON. 

Ann.  I,  1818. 

The  Meaaage  was  read;  and  o»  motion,  bj 
Vi.  BkTAMD,  that  the  iqjimctioD  of  aeoreer  be 
taken  off  reapecting  the  Measage  laat  read,  it 
WB8  determined  In  the  amative — jeaa  II,  aaja 
21,  ufoUows: 

YzM Mean.  Bajaid,   Dana,  German,  Oilman, 

Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hnntar,  Lambert,  IJoyd, 
and  Reed. 

Kire. — HeHTi.  AnderMo,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Camp- 
belJ  of  TenDSBsee,  Coodit,  Crawford,  CntU,  Franklin, 
Gaillsid,  GHea,  Howell,  Ldb,  Pope,  Robinnn,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Naw  YoA,  Tail,  Taylor,  Tois 
ner,  Vamnm,  and  Wortbingtaii. 

BttoliMd,  That  the  }iIesBage  be  referred  to  a 
seleat  committee,  to  ooumst  of  five  memben,  to 
ooosider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 

Ordtnd,  That  ICeaara.  Oakpbiu,  (^  Tennes- 
see, Tatlob,  Gsbmax,  Fofx,  and  Batabd,  be 
tiie  oommittee. 

Fbidat,  April  8. 
Tht^oraiy  EmiMrgo. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels 
in  tbe  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States 
for  a  limited  time,"  having  been  reported  by 
the  committ«e  correcUy  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time. 

On  motion,  by  Ur.  Tare,  it  was  agreed  to  fill 
tbe  blank  with  the  word  "  ninety." 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pan  as  amend- 
ed)  ft  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
SO,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

Ykas. — Meioi.  AnderKm,  Bibb,  Bren^  Campbell 
of  TenneMee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Catt^  Fnu^lin, 
Quilard,  Gn^;^  Howell,  I.elb,  Pope,  RobLuco,  Smith 
of  New  Yorjc,  fait,  Taylor,  Tnmer,  Vammn,  and 
WorthingtoD. 

Nats. — Mema.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Dana,  German, 
Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Homy,  Hmiter,  Lanbett, 
Uoyd,  Beed,  and  Smith  of  Uatylanl 


Batvbiut,  April  4. 

On  motion,  by  Ur.  Oampbkll,  of  Tennenee, 
Hie  gaQeriea  were  cleared,  and  the  duora  at  the 
Sent^  Chamber  closed. 

A  metsage  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tivea,  1^  Uieir  oonunittae,  Ueesra.  Oalhoih 
utd  WmuMn    Wr  Calhddr,  obainnan : 

Mr.  ■  I'rMidetU :  The  House  i^  Bepreeeott- 
tivea  concur  in  the  amendment  of  tbe  S«nalato 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  lapng  an  embargo 
on  all  lifajpe  and  vessels  in  tl^  f>^  and  hw- 
bois  of  the  United  States,  for  a  lunit«d  tune." 

Fkidat,  April  10. 
Seteutiee  Teto.Setitnsd  BOL 
A  measag«  from  the  Honse  of  RefirMeotatmi 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  bill  which  pawsd 
the  two  Honaes  of  Oongreas  at  the  present  «•■ 
non,  entitled  "  An  act  providing  for  the  trial  rf 
all  oaosee  pending  in  tbe  Tespective  district 
courts  of  the  United  States,  in  case  of  the  ab- 
aenoe  or  disability  of  the  jndgte  tbereo^"  and 
presenl«d  to  tlie  President  irf  the  United  Staus 
lor  his  af^robation,  bae  been  retnrned  by  tb* 
Freaident  of  the  United  Stalea,  with  the  fimor- 
ing  obieotionsr 


bin  on  the  jostieea  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  tbe  Ctat- 
ed  States,  are  to  be  performed  by  tbam  ratbor  in  flN 
qnahCy  of  other  Jodgei  of  other  conrta,  namely,  jndgts 
at  the  di>trict  eonrti,  than  in  tbe  qnabty  of  jmticei  tf 
the  Snpreme  Cotut.  They  an  to  hdd  Cha  mid  di*- 
triet  courta,  and  to  do  and  peifonn  all  acta  rabliiig 
to  the  laid  ooorta  which  eie  by  bw  required  of  (be 
diitriot  Judged  Tbe  bill,  therefore.  TirtaaQy  ap- 
points, for  the  time,  the  jnstices  i£  Qia  S^iieme 
Conrt  to  other  distinct  officee,  to  which,  if  oomptfi- 
ble  with  (heir  origiaal  officee,  tbey  on^  to  be  ^ 
pointed  by  another  than  the  luialatin  authority,  in 
pnimaoEe  of  legialatiTe  pnivinnii  a 


BeeauH  the  Mppttl  allowed  by  law  from  flic  dt- 
dmonof  tbe  dlrtrict  oonrta  to  tbe  drcnit  oouita,  while 
it  oormboratea  the  conatmclion  which  ragndi  a 
jndoe  of  the  one  court,  ai  clothed  with  a  ww  tAca^ 
by  being  ccottitated  a  judge  of  the  odier,  anbimta  icr 
ooireotioa  ermneoDi  jndgmeDta,  not  to  ei^aiDi  ei 
odier  jodgB*,  bnt  to  the  errins  indlridBal  liiimrlf 
aetiiw  a*  mit  judge  in  Ibe  ^pdlata  OMirt 

"  BeoaoH  Qm  additianal  lerrioei  to  be  leqniied 
n»y,  by  dijtancea  of  plaoc^  and  t^  Ae  oasaahieico- 
templaled  by  the  bill,  beonne  diBprc^>ortiODale  tothe 
strength  and  health  of  the  jn«tic«  who  an  U  ps- 
form  them,  the  additioDA]  lervices  beiogt  mmonr, 
entitled  to  no  additioaal  oompensation,  mi  tba  iddi- 
tiooal  eipenaes  incnned,  to  nimbonemant.  In  tbii 
-'  -  tbe  bill  aj^eais  to  he  cootnuy  to  eqiiiy,  a 
IS  a  necedent  ibr  madificBti«u  and  — -— - — 

teimre  of  jadioiBl  offlraa. 
"" by  refeniD) 


to  die  Pretident  <J  the 


jndgeii  and  of  the  unmasonableiuaa  of  delaying  tbe 
nitts  or  cansai  pending  in  tbe  district  cmrts,  lad 
leaving  it  with  lum  In  suih  caeca  to  require  ifaa  jna- 
ticei  i^tlie  Sepnme  Coort  to  perfcn 
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deputaBant  to  ■   iliin 
JAHE3  MADISON.' 


o(»utitatioiial  wf^,  and  have  resolTed  that  tbie 
UIl  do  sot  paas. 

FuDAT,  April  IT. 
Temporary  SoT^Ee^tation. 

Oa  motioii,  bj  Kr.  Duia.  the  iiijnnctioii  of 
vaataej  wag  remoTed  rwpectiog  Ibe  proce«dinge 
on  the  "Act  to  prohiUt  the  exportation  " 
aptitAo,  gooAa,  wares,  and  merobandise,  for 
limited  time.'' 

[Tlu  pnetedmg*  art  a»JoUov!:'[ 
Thubbdat,  April  S,  181S. 

The  following  confidential  measage  was  re- 
eeived  from  the  Hooae  of  Repreaentative^  by 
Qitix  committee,  Mr.  Surua  aud  Ur.  Plus- 
ABTS — Mr.  SwuK,  chairman ; 

Mr.  Prendmt:  The  House  (J  Representa- 
tJTea  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "jU  act  to 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  specie,  goods,  wares, 
and  merchaDdise,  for  a  lin^ted  time ; "  in  which 
bill  the?'  ask  the  oonenrreDce  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  reftd,  and,  on  motion,  b;  Mr. 
Oampbill  of  Teonessee,  that  the  bill  be  now 
read  the  second  time  bj  nnanimons  consent,  it 
was  objected  to  as  against  the  rule. 

Ordared,  That  the  bill  pass  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Fbidat,  April  10, 

The  bill  ttvm  the  Hoose  of  Representative^ 
entitled  "  An  act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
^>ecie,  goods,  wares,  atd  merchaDdise,  for  a 
hmited  time,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committer  to  conEdder  and 
report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Oaupbell  of  Ten- 
neasee^  Bbu>lbi,  and  Tatlob,  were  appointed 
the  Dommittoe. 

Mr.  CufFBBLL  of  Tennessee,  from  tlie  c<nn- 
mittee,  reported  the  bill  last  meotioned  with  an 
ameadment.  Wherenpon,  the  bill  was  resumed,. 
and  cmaiderod  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto 
1^  the  select  committee ;  and  having  agreed  to 
toe  amendment,  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  Eonse  aocordioglj. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Goodxioh,  that  the  frir- 
fh«r  oonidderatioo  of  the  biH  be  postponed  nntil 
to-morrow,  and  that  it  be  printed  nnder  an  in- 
jtinotion  of  secrecy,  for  the  nse  of  the  Senate,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  the  qneetjon,  Shall  the  bill  pass  to  the  tUrd 
reading  as  am  ended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  IS,  nays  IS,  as  follows : 

Tbas.— McMn.  AoderNHi,  Bibb,  Bi«iit,  Csmpball 
ef  Trameane,  Condit,  Crairfbrd,  QaiUvd,  GregK 
Howell,  Lob,  Pops,  Smith  of  Now  Yo^  Talt,  Tay- 
loc,  Tunra',  sadTannmi. 

Naib.— Mown.  Bradley,  Dana,  Oomaa,  GUm, 
OOmaii,  Goodrioh,  Hon«y,  Bnoter,  T.ambeit,  Uoyd, 
Seed,  and  Smith  of  " 


FamaT,  April  IT. 
Ifmimippi  Ttrritory. 

Ut,  Tatiab,  ft«m  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred  on  the  I7th  of  March,  the  biU,  entitied 
"  An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  MLSsissippI 
Territory  to  form  a  cooatitution  and  State  Gov- 
ernment, and  for  the  admisuon  of  soch  Stata 
into  the  Union  on  an  eqaal  footing  with  tha 
original  States ;  "  and  on  the  6th  instant,  the 
hill  to  ckrry  into  efiect  the  provisions  of  the 
eighth  section  of  the  act  regolstiDg  the  grants  of 
l^d,  and  providing  tor  the  disposal  of  the  land* 
of  the  United  States  sonth  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
neeaee,  reported  that  the  add  bills  be  severally 
po*tp<nied  to  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next 

The  report  is  as  follows ; 

That  in  oemldaniiff  tb«  nibjvet  reftrred  to  them, 
they  ooald  not  avoid  Miiig  atmck  iritb  the  imroauM 
■iie  of  tbs  Temlrary  proposed  to  be  erected  into  a 
State,  a  liM  diiproportiaDate  to  the  siEe  i/ any  of  tha 
iBTBeit  Statai  whioh  now  compoae  ma  oooTedsnUaL 

U  embraoM,  in  iti  pment  form,  and  without  any 


geographical  Imigitude,  and  four  entire  degree!  of 

atn£,  and  >ltiirds  an  area  of  twioe  the  nuuea  of 
the  State  of  FenagylTUila. 

Yoor  oommlttae  are  •tnm^Iy  imfHrned  wttb  the 
pTOprtB^  and  eipedieDcy  of  dividing  tha  said  Terri- 
tory, so  M  to  fonn  of  the  lame  two  States,  wbaoevat 
tha  popnlation,  within  the  limit!  itf  each  lectioii,  ihall 
rsiidsr  it  jiut  and  pn:f>er ;  and  they  reqwctfaOy  teb- 
mit  to  die  Senate  the  jollowii^  diviidooal  line,  between 
tha  westem  and  eaateni  sections  of  the  wd  Teiriti^, 
viz :  np  the  Mobile  river,  to  the  point  neareil  fca 
•ooice,  which  fUls  oa  the  eleveath  degree  of  wast 
longitade  from  the  ci^  of  'Wsihington ;  thence  a 
ooorse  dne  norlh  imtU  tlie  hae  interaecti  the  water* 
t£  Bear  Creek  j  thence  down  the  said  creek  to  its 
oonflnenoe  fnib  the  Tenuaine  Biver ;  tbenoe  down 
the  wid  river  to  the  nortbem  bonnduy  line  of  the 
said  Territory.  By  a  view  of  the  m^  of  thil  ooun- 
tiy  it  will  appear  that  the  above  divisional  line  will 
divide  the  Territory  into  nearly  two  eqnal  parti,  and 
it  baa,  fbr  the  moat  part,  a  deljiieatlon  by  nature. 

By  the  5th  aectios  of  the  IM  article  of  the  trea^ 
ofoaMlim&om  the  State  of  Qeor^  the  United  States 
are  bound  to  erect  the  uid  Territory  into  one  State. 
It  ha^  liDwaver,  been  (Dggeited  diat  the  State  of 
Georgia  would  not,  upon  a  proper  reprcHutation, 
withhold  her  etmaetit  to  the  propoied  divimcm. 

To  the  eed,  therefore,  that  an  opportoni^  may  be 
aflbrded  to  the  State  of  Oeorgia  to  exprsn  this  con- 
•ant,  by  a  legfiUtire  aot  of  the  said  State,  as  diey 
■hall  think  properj  your  committee  recommend  that 
the  said  bill  diall  be  poitp<»edtotb«  first  Monday  in 
Deeemhei  next. 

lfONDl.T,  April  SO. 
Jkath  <(f  tht  Ftos  Vruiimt. 
The  PaasmxitT  addressed  the  Senate  as  fol- 
lows : 

"G^m^nmr;  Upoom*  devolves  the  painful  duty 
of  annasnaiiis  to  the  Senate  the  demth  of  our  venera- 
ble  fellow-aibmi,  Qeoww  Gustos,  Vice  PreaidenI 
of  tiie  Uoitod  Stataa. 
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*■  Bf  thi*  afflictivB  Ji«p«M«tion  of  DMim  Frarl- 
deoce  tbs  SentU  ii  daprired  of  a  PMadtiit  nodend 
itax  to  each  of  iU  in«mben  bj  the  digii%  and  bo- 
fhrtiailtj  with  which  he  hai  bo  long  prntded  onr 
their  deUltsrBCkiDa ;  aad  the  natitRt  bneated  of  ooe  of 
Um  brighten  Inmiiurivs  of  iU  ^oiiaiu  HsTotatii 

The  Senate  being  informed  of  the  decease  of 
their  distinguished  fellow-citdieD,  Gcosob  Clim- 
TON,  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  do 

Betolte,  That  a  comiQitt«e  be  appointed, 
Jointlj  with  such  as  may  be  appointed  on  the 
partof  theHoBseof  Kepreaentativea,  tooonrider 
and  report  measores  proper  to  manifest  the  pub- 
lic respect  for  the  mentorj  of  the  deceased,  and 
ezpreBsIve  of  the  deep  regret  of  the  Congress  of 
tlie  United  States  on  the  loss  of  a  oitueo  so 
highlf  respected  and  revered. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  SiOTH  of  New  York, 
Bute  of  Maryland,  Gkbiuk,  GnJUH,  and 
BsAOLBT,  be  the  oommittee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  cany  this  reso- 
lution to  the  Hoom  of  RepreeentatiTSS. 

A  message  trtyia  the  Honse  of  RepresentKtiTes 
iiiforined  the  Senate  that  the  House  coneor  in 
the  resointioQ  of  the  Senate  for  the  ^)poiDtnieat 
of  a  juiDt  committee  "  to  oonsider  and  report 
neosorea  proper  to  manifest  the  pablic  respect 
for  the  memory  of  the  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,"  deceased,  and  hava  qtpointed  a 
committee  o/a  Qisac  part. 

TuESDAT,  April  21. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Smtb  ot  New  Toil^ 
Saoired  uiumimMit^  That,  from  an  nn- 
fe^ned  respect  to  the  late  Giobqi  Cluttos, 
Vice  Preddant  of  the  United  8t«tea,  and  Ptmi- 
dent  of  the  Senate,  the  Ohoir  of  the  Present 
of  the  Senate  be  shronded  with  blade  during  the 
present  session  ;  and,  as  a  ftirther  teetimony  of 
respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  the 
members  of  the  Senate  wiH  ro  into  mourning 
and  wear  a  black  crape  roond  the  left  arm  for 
thirty  days. 

F»ni4T,  April  34. 

Seoem  qf  Congrem. 
Mr.  Bbidlxt,  from  the  Joint  committee  of 
th«  two  Eooses  appointed  on  the  snlye^t  of  a 
reeees,  reported  the  hnsineee  that  demands  the 
fanmedtate  attention  of  Oongraes,  and  the  fal- 
lowing reeolution : 

AsBfmf,  bg  the  Senate  and  Btnit^Rrf  rnm  taHvt* 
of  the  Utiled  Stniu  o/Ammea  m  On^nu  oMiiiMn^ 
Thit,  (hiring  the  present  teaidon  of  Congreii,  die 
Preiident  of  the  Senate  and  Spe^er  of  &.»  Home  cf 
BepreientatiTes  shall,  on  the  29th  day  (^  April  in- 
Mant,  adjnorn  tlieir  reqiectiTe  HooiB*  to  Hond^,  the 
18th  dey  of  May  next,  then  to  meet  at  the  same  place 
in  which  the  two  Hoom  are  now  vlting. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bbadlrt,  the  resolotion 
was  twice  read  by  nnanimons  consent;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Fopz,  smended,  by  striking  out 
the  words  "  eijihteenth  day  of  M^  next." 

On  the  qneation,  BhaQ  this  resolntloa  be  en- 


grossed, and  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmatiTfl — yeas  1^ 

6*iTBDAT,  April  26. 
Beceu  of  Oongrett, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tlie 
resolution  for  a  reoeea  of  Oongress  from  thi 
29th  inst.  to  the day  of next. 

ICr.  PoPK  moved  to  fill  the  blank  wiOi  th* 
4th  Monday  in  June.  The  most  distant  dif 
wonld  probably  aeoommodatethe  greatest  onm- 
ber  of  members ;  and  this  day  wohM  be  nffi- 
dently  early  to  take  meaenres  neceesaiy  oa  tii* 
expiration  of  the  embargo. 

Mr.  Ahdkbsok  said  be  had  snppoeed  the  dif 
fixed  npon  by  the  committee,  via:  the  IBtb  of 
May,  would  have  been  the  day.  He  did  wit 
himMiIf  feel  the  necessity  of  any  a^arnmeiiC; 
bnt,  if  it  tonst  take  place,  it  oi^t  either  to  be 
for  a  short  time,  or  for  so  lon^  a  time  sj  eqosllf 
J;o  aoccMumodate  aD.  If  itweretobefwadiort 
tame,  it  would  be  merely  for  rdaxation ;  if  for  1 
longer  time,  as  was  now  proposed,  he  feared  it 
would  be  considered  as  indicative  of  an  intoF' 
tion  to  psue  in  the  coarse  of  measnna  th^  had 
oottunenced,  and  prodace  an  impreenon  abroad 
among  the  people,  which  wae  mncb  tobedqm- 
odted. 

Mr.  Pope  sidd  he  was  in  fkror  of  snch  ■  tims 
being  fixed  on  as  should  aooommodate  the  great 
est  number  of  the  members.  As  to  the  effect 
of  an  a^jonmment  on  the  poblio  mind,  be  im- 
agined that  the  difference  between  a  reces)  rf 
twenty  or  thirty  days  wonld  be  very  trnim- 

Mr.  Q.  W.  Oawbeu,  s^  it  seoned  to  btra 
somethmg  like  bribing  tiie  members  to  obt^ 
votes,  to  talk  about  lengthening  the  time  sou  to 
accommodate  the  greateat  number  of  membera. 
He  oonld  not  conceive  it  etmsisIeDt  with  tbs 
honor  of  the  coontry  that  they  should  decide  tbt 
question  of  adjoomment  on  the  mere  groandcf 
persona]  convenience;  he  oonsidwed  the  oalr 
qneatitm  to  be,  whether  a  reoe»  would  have  a 
good  or  bod  effect  on  the  pnbHoBsrvioe.  He  hid 
oa  a  fbrmer  occasion  stated  his  otgeotion  lotbb 
step,  that  it  would  produce  an  ill  eSbct  on  die 
public  mind.  Many  misrepreeentatioa*  hsw 
been  already  made  to  indnoe  the  pablie  to  be- 
lieve you  are  not  in  eameet.  An  B((jaiimnxnt 
for  any  length  of  time  wonW  seem  like  dawt- 
ing  onr  poets,  and  will  pat  the  seal  rai  this  be- 
lief. Under  this  view,  he  must  »ote  agsiwt 
thea4}onniment;  hot  the  longer  was  the  rtM^ 
the  worse  wonld  be  the  eflfeot  on  tbs  pnWie 
mind.  He  shoold,  therefore,  vote  for  the  alion- 
•itday. 

Mr.  BftiAUtT  said  he  could  not  see  that  tH 
prtmoaed  reoeas  would  be  desarting  their  p«n 
at  all.  The  nation  knew  that  the  Govtranei* 
eould  not  go  to  war  without  soldiers ;  anda^ 
here  would  certainly  not  restore  peaosi  Ooa- 
grass  had  adopted  many  war  measnree,  tte  stt; 
cntion  of  which  they  had  put  into  the  hands  n 
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tke  Execmtive ;  the^  bad  aleo  aathorized  a  loan 
of  eleren  millioua.  And  while  tlieee  measmw 
were  goiDg  on,  oonM  Oottgress,  hj  Etajing  here 
eetuUDtl;,  add  to  tbe  muuber  of  mei^  or  expe- 
dite tbe  kmn  t  If  an  ea^aij  ware  to  invade  qb, 
witbont  anj-  gOTenunent  at  all,  thej  would  be 
promptly  resisted.  But,  if  we  are  going  to  war 
to  roaress  Krlerances,  to  rsvemge  usuries  re- 
edved,  we  Bhonld  obooee  oar  own  time.  If  we 
heffu  war  before  we  have  an  utdj,  it  is  bring- 
ing tbe  nmtion  to  tbe  last  stage  of  degradation, 
Bot  to  consider  at  all  the  searings  and  loesee 
which  would  be  in  Buoh  cases  sustained.  It 
would  be  a  great  error  to  attempt  to  pat  this 
eonntry,  b;  a  forced  vote  of  Oongreas,  into  war. 
Yo«  oaunot  lead  this  Mmntry  to  war  as  the 
bntiiher  leads  bis  flook  to  tbe  slanghter-honse. 
This  ia  a  govemment  of  opinion;  the  pnblio 
aeothneot  will  not  be  drivei^  bnt  mnst  be  fbl- 
lowed.  Oongreas  have  certainly  done  aa  mnob 
fcr  Q»  preaeni  as  th^  can.  I  wish  to  see  the 
efleot  of  the  measnree  the;  have  taken.  Tbe 
Exeentive  is  clothed  with  all  tbe  neoeeearj' 
powera  to  make  preparation  for  war ;  and  if  the 
nation  will  not  abide  by  na  and  support  the 


force  tbe  peotde 
pie  will  be  better  aatiafied  with 
wilh  ear  rftting  bare  from  da;  to  day  without 
doing  any  thing  material,  and  there  la  nothing 
material  at  this  moment  to  do.  They  are  not 
tmtitnul ;  tbey  know  that  Oongren  have  been 
faiMnioB  nx  months;  tbey  most  also  foreaee 
that  when  wa  come  to  war,  tiie  Oonncil  of  tbe 
Nation  mnst  be  peipetnally  in  seaaion;  they 
win,  therefore,  not  be  disatiafied  at  a  sboit  re- 
etsa.  If  w«r  be  aotnally  to  take  place  at  the 
eipbstjcai  of  t}ie  embargo,  this,  of  all  others,  is 
llw  time  fbr  relaxation. 


Tbe  qnestion  on  tbe  insertion  of  the  ei«btl 
tbe  day  of  reaaaambllng  of  tbi 


^of  Ji 
twoHonsee, 


IS  decided  as  fbllowe: 


Tua^-MewB.  Bndkr,  CoDfit,  Cmwford,  Dsiu, 
Gecman,  (Hbnaa,  Goodrich,  Oiegg,  Heroj,  Hunter, 
luibert,  Uojd,  Pope,  Bead,  BobtDstm,  Smith  of  Nev 
Yoik,  Tnnar,  and  WortblngUa— 18. 

Mm.— U«Mn.  AadeiMB,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbtill 
«r  ToMMaaee,  Cntt^  Gafflard,  QiUa,  Hewel],  Laib, 
Bnith  of  MaiTiaad,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Vanmm— IS. 

Bo  the  moticMi  was  carried. 

'WsDHiBsi.T,  April  29. 

Jfaritinu  D^tnee, 

Hr.  ^vn  asked  and  obt^ned  leave  to  bring 

fat  a  bill  more  eifeotnally  to  protect  tbe  oom- 

BMtee  and  coasts  of  the  United  states ;  and  the 

billwu  read,  and  passed  to  tbe  second  reading. 

TuBDAX,  Jmie  9. 

Shodt  ItlaJtd  Ettalatioif. 

Ur,  Hmmx  preeented  the  resolutions  of  the 

I<^^atisie  of  the  Btote  of  Bhode  Island  and 

'■PfOTidaDee  Plantations,  infftmoting  tbeir  Bena- 

tna  ud  BepresoktatiTes  in  Oongreas^  to  naa 


tbeir  endeavors  to  avert  the  evils  of  war,  to  pnt 
oor  maritime  frontier  in  a  state  of  defence,  and 
for  the  repeal  of  the  embargo  and  restrictive 
system ;  and  the  reaolntions  were  read. 
Nea  York  Memorial. 

Mr.  &tiTH  ot  New  York,  preeented  Ibe  fol- 
lowing petition  of  smidry  mhabitanta,  mer- 
chants, and  others,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
£  raying  that  the  embargo  and  non-importation 
tws  be  oontinned  as  a  snbstitnte  for  war  agunst 
Great  Britain : 
To  the  hcnorable  the  Senate  and  Hooae  of  B^ire- 

UDUtkiw  of  tbe  United  Slataa  of  Anurioain  &a- 

grew  Haemblad,  tbe  memariU  of  the  lubscriben, 

merchaoti,  and  othen,  iuhabitauta  of  tbe  city  <^ 

New  York,  retpectfdlly  showetb  : 

Tliat  yonr  ntemoriallMs  feel,  in  common  with  the 
leet  of  their  fUlow-eidieii*,  an  uudona  aolkitnde  for 
thebonor  and  interest  of  fl^ooont:?,  andu  eqoal 
dstemunatioD  to  assert  and  maiotaia  them. 

That  yonr  memoilaliita  believe  that  a  oontinoa- 
tion  of  the  reibictive  meanuet  now  in  <qieratian  will 
prodooe  all  tbe  bimeHt*  while  it  preteols  the  calami* 
■Sea  of  -war.  Iliat  when  die  Britiih  Hini^iy  beoome 
convinced  that  a  trade  with  tbe  United  States  camiot 
he  renewed,  tiuC  by  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, tbe  distrees  of  meir  merchant!  end  manafactaren, 
•       ..   -   -    >  -.r.  ,  yj  iupport  their  armies  in  " 

il  [lobriily  oorapel  Ihem  t 
meamre. 

Yoor  memorialista  b«K  leave  to  temail:,  that  each 
eflbcti  are  even  now  viable;  and  R  may  be  reasona- 
bly hoped  diat  a  oraliinianee  of  &t  ombaigo  and 
non-iniportatloD  lawa  a  fow  mondis  beyond  the  ftnuth 
day  «f  Jn^y  next,  wiU  efleot  a  oon^la  and  Uoodleis 

Yonr  mettmisBsts  Ikeieftoe  nmeetftilly  solicit  ot 
your  bonorsble  body  tbe  pessagB  (^  a  law  continnine 
tbe  embai^o,  and  airiog  to  Oie  Pteiident  of  tbe  United 

States  power  to  dlBoonnnne  tbe  whole  of  the  reitrio- 
tive  ^jstem  on  the  rescandiog  of  tile  British  Ordeis  in 
CoanraL 

Tbe  oondoot  of  France  In  hnning  onr  ships,  la  ae- 
queetraJuig  onr  property  entering  her  ports,  expecting 
protsctioD  in  coneeqaence  of  the  promiHd  repeal  of 
tbe  Berlin  and  Milui  decrees,  and  tlie  daisy  in  com- 
pleting a  treaty  with  the  Americaa  Mioiater,  has 
sidt^  great  aoDeatian,  and  we  hope  and  tnist  will 
call  foith  from  your  honorable  Iwdj  aocb  retaliatory 
msasores  ss  oiaf  be  best  esloulated  to  ptcoote  jna- 


Joho  Jacob  Astor 

Samnal  Adam* 
HowUnd  &  Orinaell 
£.  Slosaon 
IsiaelGibbs 
laaao  ClBSon 
JohnSlideH 
John  S.  Townsesd 
Andrew  Ogden  Se  Co. 


EbeneMr  BnniH 
Isaao  Eeyar 
BalfbBoIkley 


Abraham  Smith 
Tbomai  H.  Smith,  jr. 
Andiew  Foiter 
Jacob  Barker 
William  Lovett 
William  Edgar,  ji^ 
Samael  StilfweU 
Jacob  P.  Giraod 
John  Hone 
John  Ksne 
Amasa  Jai^son 
Waiiam  J.  Robtason 
Joseph  Strong 
Abraham  S.  HaBet 
Joabiia  Jons* 
Frederiok  Qirand,  jr. 
Robert  Bobert* 
JdmCnK&ee 
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mmam  Adea  Hi^  HaConniil 

Jaka  T.  I^wmica  Jidin  DeuajMor 

JoMiph  W.  Tottan  QOlMlt  HaigAt 

Inao  Scbannwlian  Jaioaa  Ii«vatt 


Joanh  Olia  Angoftos  Wniooop 

Lawla  Haitanan  John  W.  Gate 

Oairet  Storm  Thoma*  Sieh 

George  BflDHot  Saanid  M.nti.n 

S.  A.  Rich  Elbeit  Henii^ 

After  the  meTnoriBl  had  been  read, 
Ur.  Tatlos  uid,  that  the  reepectabilit^  of  the 
snbacribers  to  a  petition  preunted  to  thkbodf, 
uid  the  importance  of  the  matter  tbereio  ooo- 
t^ned,  had,  on  Tsrioos  oeoaaiona,  been  used  aa 
indncementa  to  na  to  give  mch  petition  a  respects 
fbl  dupMttton  in  the  oonrae  of  our  prooeedinga. 
He  recollected  a  oase  in  point.  It  was  the  ease 
of  the  petitjou  of  an  eminent  mercbaiit  of  Mas- 
M>cbiiaett&  presented  by  an  honorable  Senator 
from  that  State,  and  whioh  at  the  sncgoBtion  of 
that  honorable  gentleman  iras,  bj  £e  Bcnat^ 
wdered  to  be  printed.  He  waa  of  opinion  that 
the  petition  Jnat  read  on^t  not  to  be  treated 
vith  leea  attentioiL  That  he  had  aeen  the  peti- 
tion, and  bad  inquired  into  the  character  of  its 
■abaoriben— and  had  beea  inftmned  tliat  the 
fii^-^htdgnen  to  it  were  amongthe  meet  re- 

ritable,  wealth)',  and  intelligent  merehanta  of 
city  of  New  Tort  There  are  to  be  fbnnd  in 
that  list  the  names  of  two  preddentg  of  baitki ; 
three  presideata  of  iDanrtuice  ecnmaaiee;  thir- 
teen airectora  of  banks :  besides  owernamea  of 
Me-eminent  Btandiug  in  the  mercantile  world. 
Thejhad  all  luiited  in  the  smtimentawmtained 
in  the  petition,  notwltiHtandiog  that  tiera  ex- 
iatad  among  them  a  difE^oce  in  pc^tica]  opin- 
ions— Ibr  he  understood  that  ol  the  petidoiun 
forty-two  were  federal  and  sixteen  repntdiean. 
Mr.  T.  added,  that  he  oonndered  some  of  the 
sentimenta  oontained  in  the  petiticxi  aa  of  the 
.  highest  importance.  He  hailed  it  as  an  sns- 
pidona  occurrence  that  these  honorable  mer- 
chants, in  prarinc  that  the  erila  of  war  might 
be  averted  fh>m  mem  and  from  the  nation,  had 
nevertheless  held  &at  to  the  prindple  of  redst- 
aoce  to  the  a^resriona  and  nnhallowed  oundoct 
of  Great  Britain  tovarda  our  nation — and  had 
exerused  the  oandor  and  flrmneaa  to  bear  teeti* 
monj  to  the  effident^  of  tlie  reebictiTe  ^fstem 
tor  obt^ning  a  redress  of  onr  wrongs,  and  of 
conrae  to  the  integri^  and  honor  of  Uiose  who 
hod  imposed  this  system  for  tfiat  pnrpoee.  He 
hoped  that  the  example  of  these  petitioners 
wonld  tend  to  counteract  Uiose  atrenaona  and 
nnremitting  exertions  of  paaaion,  prejudice,  and 
party  feeling,  which  had  attempted  to  atamp 
upon  the  m^ority  in  Oongrees  the  fonl  and  nn- 
inat  censure  of  being  enemies  to  oommeroe. 
Tha^  however  nD&sMonable  and  olMtiuate  it 
might  (^pear,  he  still  bdieved  that  the  anlurgo 
and  noD-unportation  law^  if  fidthftaBy  exeooted, 
were  citable  of  reoddng  &rther  than  car  can- 
non. We  wwe  at  this  very  time  tent' 
nivent  argament,  to  be  felt  by  each  city,  .  _ 
and  hamlet  in  En^and.    Tliis  toocUng  to 


iniok  the  vital  interests  of  that  empire,  wonM 
demonatrat«  to  the  people  at  least  the  folly  ud 
absnrditr  of  the  Orders  in  Oooiunl.  Tha  <■- 
ded  of  tike  twenty  weeks  of  acardty,  whidi  tbi 
people  <rf  that  nnhappy  oonntry  are  nndenoiaii 
to  rdieve  which,  bnt  for  the  modnen  oad  toQj 
of  tbtir  mlera,  every  yard  of  American  caam 
wonld l>eq>read to tiie galea:  tlia thooaandi itf 
starving  mannfaotnrcra  thrown  out  of  enqjkf 
for  wont  of  onr  custom,  whkb  cnstom,  bat  Gx 
the  injoatioe  of  their  mastera,  we  were  wiDiog 
to  give,  now  feel  the  effidmcy  of  the  reetrietin 
Bjtteat.  These  matter-of-fact  argnmeots  wut 
no  sophistry  nor  k>^  speeches  to  give  tbaa 
weight.  Bnt  Great  Britiun  is  proad,  and  viD 
never  yield  to  this  sort  of  presenre-  Emwr 
has  no  law.  Wber«  was  her  pride  dariag  na 
last  year  when  she  exported  to  her  enemy  m 
the  continent  more  than  eleven  millioaa  at 
pounds  sterling  for  provisions ;  and  loeaiiljr 
tmokliDg  to  her  enemy,  consented  to  bay  tl« 
privilege  of  laying  oat  her  goineoa  for  bnad; 
'and  aotnaU;  snbimtted  on  the  oompnUoo  of 
N'^oleon  to  bny  t^e  wines,  brandiea,  and  dlks 
of  France,  which  ahe  did  not  want!  This  it- 
atriotive  ayatem,  when  coounenced  onder  the 
former  embargo  law,  enoonntered  every  o^k*- 
tton  among  onraelvee,  which  scdfish  svaiiee, 
which  passion  and  party  rage  conld  soggest; 
and  so  snooesafnl  were  its  —iUnta  that  while 
it  was  operating  with  its  fblleat  effeeta,  (irhicli 
the  piioea  oarrent  of  that  day  will  show,)  soma 
of  its  greatest  chamfnona  in  the  Kational  Legifr- 
latnre  abaudimed  it— yes,  sir,  in  the  tide  of  rie- 
tory  they  threw  down  their  armt.  How  wen 
the  might;  fallen,  and  the  shield  <rf  the  ni^ 
vilely  cMt  away  I  The  disavowal  of  Ersknm 
arrangement  was  ttie  con8e<)aefica  of  this  le- 
treat.  Bnt  it  may  be  sud  that  the  sentimmti 
in  their  petiticm  were  extorted  by  the  appre- 
hension of  a  greater  evil — war.  La  all  onrtnaii^ 
those  who  had  not  predetermined  to  sabmit  to 
Great  Britain  most  have  antidpated  thb  alte^ 
native.  Let  those  who  by  their  ocrimoay, 
neera,  and  scofGi,  have  thrown  away  this  chief 
defence  of  onr  nation,  be  held  reqiooaUe  for 
the  compnlmm  tliey  have  imposed  on  ns  to  tike 
thia  dire  alternative,  He  said  that  although 
he  waa  unwilling  to  abate  a  ain^  pang  wlM 
we  might  l^ally  inffiet  npon  onr  enemy,  ui 
might  at  the  pnq>er  time  oppose  any  thing  liks 
the  swap  pnmoeed  of  one  system  for  anethff, 
when  we  nad  the  power  and  the  ri^t  to  im- 
pose upon  onr  enemy  both  the  one  and  the 
other,  he  nevertheless  tiiooght  the  petition  wu 
deserving  of  the  attention  which  he  now  moved 
it  shonld  receive.  He  moved  that  tiie  pelilica 
ahonld  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Begat* 
ihes  a^Jonmed. 

TauaaDAT,  Jane  11. 

Th^  Senate  resumed  the  conaideratioa  of  ^ 
resolntion  reported  by  the  c 
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And  the  reeolaldon  ww  agreed  to,  and  reocxn- 
ndtted  to  the  ori^al  committee,  with  initroo- 
tioa  to  bring  in  %  bill  aooordingl^ , 


Fbidat,  June  12. 
MoMtachutettg  MemeridL 

Mr.  Lu)TD  preeented  a  reeolntioit  of  the  House 
{JBepreeentatiTeaofHaBsachnsettBipanedJime 
2d,  inotant,  ezpreering  their  opinion  "  that  an 
^enriTe  war  against  Great  Britain,  asder  the 
present  drcnmstanoee  of  this  coRatry,  would  be 
ia  the  hi^eet  degree  tmpolitio,  mineoeMary. 
■nd  miiions;"  aleo,  a  memorial  of  the  eaia 
House  of  Bepreeentativee,  paaud  b;f  a  minority 
of  one  hnndred  and  sixty-six,  on  the  same  anb- 
j«ct;  and  the  reaolntion  and  niemorial  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  nae  of 
the  Senate. 

They  are  as  fbllowg : 
Coion»wEu.TK  or  B 


Jaie  2,  I81S. 
t,  As  tba  onimm  of  this  Honaa,  that  an 
sftntive  war  igainst  QiMt  Britain,  nader  the  pnwnt 
dicamtfaaoes  of  tbb  ooiuitiy,  woald  b«  In  the  higbMt 
degna  impoUti&  mmsoanaiy,  and  minooi ;  that  tbe 
mat  body  of  tM  paoda  of  this  ComDMinwealth  ate 
decidedly  cjipond  to  utii  niMtnra,  vUdi  tb^  do  not 
b^ere  to  be  demaQded  by  the  boDOr  oiinteicata  of 
tbe  natioQ ;  uid  that  a  oommittae  be  appointed  to 
ptefBts  a  reqnotlal  petitiiKi  to  be  pnwented  to  Con- 
gnm,  prmymg  them  to  amat  a  oahunilr  so  greatly 
to  be  depreoUed,  aad,  by  the  temoTsl  of  commtrcid 
raMrictiona,  to  rsitoie,  an  far  u  depaad*  im  tbem,  tbt 
benefits  of  kade  and  naTigatdoo,  wliiah  ate  indis- 
pennbla  to  the  pioaperity  utd  eooifart  at  the  people 
of  this  Commonweallh. 

TIMOTHY  MGELOW,  .^wobr. 


Thubbdat,  Join  18. 
Ii^vnetion  of  Scene]/  on  War  JfraiurM  rtmoted. 
The  iqjnnotion  of  aeoreov  thereon  having  been 
remOTed,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Asdbbbdn,  twdve 
hundred  oopiea  of  the  eonfldential  Message  of 
the  Frerident  of  the  United  States  of  the  first 


Certam  amjtdential  procMdingt  of  eA«  SeitaU, 

rinet  firtt  June,  art  at  folbm,  tht  it^wtctiim 

qfteertof  having  bten  remoetd: 
MoKDAT,  Jane  1, 1812. 

A  conOdeDtial  Ibesage  was  reoMved  ttom  the 
pBMiDSirr  or  thx  UNiran  Srurta,  as  fbllowi : 

[For  this  Message,  see  the  A(r>f)InmnAiI/o«r- 


nal  of  the  Proceedinn  at  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sestativeB,  tmder  the  date  of  Jone  1, 1819,  pott] 

!Fbidat,  June  S, 

DeelaratUm  qf  War  againit  Cheat  Briiain, 

A  oonfidential  Message  was  received  ftom  the 
Honse  of  KepreaenUtivea,  by  Messrs.  Haooit 
and  f^si>u.T,  two  of  thur  members — Mr.  ISjuOffS, 
chairman: 

Mr.Frtridmt;  The  Honse  of RepresentatiTes 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  oat  declaring 
War  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Dependen- 
oies,  and  tbe  United  States  and  their  Territories;" 
in  which  they  ash  the  concnrrence  of  the  Sen- 
ate; and  request  that  the  bill  be  eonsidered 
oonfidentially. 
An  act  dedatiag  War  between  Gteat  Biitaln  aitd  her 

Dependencies,  and  the  United  Stales  and  thur 

Teiritoriw. 

Bt  (I  amttd  bg  At  Stiute  and  jSmm  ^  S^mtaO- 
(tftvBi  /jf  Oe  Uniied  SlaUt  of  Amariaa,  ui  Congnu 
mil  iiififiil.  That  war  be  and  the  same  ii  hereby  dg- 
claiedtoeiiiit  between  Oremt  Britun  and  ber  Depend- 
encies, and  the  Unitad  States  and  their  Teiritoties; 
and  that  the  PresldeDt  of  the  United  States  li  hereby 
antbcaiied  to  nae  the  whole  land  and  nnral  force  of 
the  United  States  to  carry  the  same  into  aAct ;  and 
to  issue  to  private  anned  veiseU  of  the  United  Statea 
comnuBioaa  or  letters  of  maiqoe  and  general  tepiisal, 
in  mch  rorm  as  be  ehall  tliink  pivper,  and  under  tbe 
seal  of  the  United  States,  agaiiut  the  vesaels,  goods, 
and  effects  of  the  Govenunent  of  Qrast  BritMn,  <>t 
its  inlgects,  and  of  all  persons  inhabiting  within  any 
of  Its  territories  or  posseidons. 

Oil  motion,  the  bill  was  twice  read  by  tmanl- 
mons  consent ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Lxm,  it 
was  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  Ist 
instant,  on  the  confidential  Message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  of  the  same  date,  to 
conudw  and  report  thereon. 

ToBSDAT,  Jime  9. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Akdbbsoit,  the  bill  entitled 
"  Ad  SiCt  declaring  War  between  Great  Britain 
and  her  Dependencies,  and  the  United  States 
and  th^  Territories"  was  considered  as  in 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  Gin.i.ABn  was 
reqnested  to  take  the  Obair ;  and,  after  debate, 
a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gbioo,  that  the  bill 
be  recomtnitted,  for  further  amendment^  to  the 
comnuttee  who  have  nnder  conaideratioii  the 
Meesage  of  the  Freudent  of  the  United  States 
of  the  1st  Jnne.  And,  aAer  debate^  the  Pres- 
ident reeumed  the  Chair,  and  the  Senate  ad- 
Jonnted. 

WEDirtsDAT,  Jane  10. 

Mr,  flim.Aan  w>8  requested  to  take  the 
Oboir. 

The  Senate  remuned,  as  in  Oommittee  ot  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  declaring  War 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  Dependende^ 
and  the  United  States  and  their  Territories." 

Mr.  Goeo,  by  penniaaitHi,  amended  hia  nurtloa 
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for  reoommittinK  the  bill  to  the  oommittee 
appointed  on  the  ctmfidenl^  JteMace  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Statee,  of  tae  lat  of 
Jaoe,  aa  follows : 

J!ttolrt4,  Tlut  the  bill  entHM  ■■  An  eat  dadoing 
'War  beCweea  Gnat  Britain  and  her  Dapendetide^ 
and  the  United  State*  and  their  Territortei,"  b«  re- 
committed to  th«  committw  to  whom  iraa  committed 
the  Message  ot  the  Pretidect,  of  the  lit  ioatant,  with 
Initmctioai  Co  modify  uid  amend  the  ume,  in  ench 
mBoner  that  the  Preadrnt  of  the  Uaited  Statea  ahil] 
hare  pomr  to  ■nthoriie  the  pnbUo  aimed  ehipa  and 
T^la  of  tha  United  Stalai  to  make  repriaal*  open 
Uie  pnbHo  and  nriTate  diipe  and  veael*,  Mi*,  and 
meioliudiae,  beloi^g  to  the  Ciora  ef  the  United 
Ki^dom  of  Giciit  Britain  and  Irelasd,  or  W  Hke  ob- 
jects thereof  j  and  aln  to  grant  letten  oTiiiarqea  and 
leprual,  noder  niitable  regnlatiDiii,  to  be  prorided  in 
the  biil,  to  piirate  aimed  ehipa  and  Teaila  to  make 
like  lepiiaala. 

Thqbsdat,  June  11. 
Vp    QiiLLAMD  was  reqneeted  to  take  the 
Cbtir, 

On  motion  bj  Mr.  AmnaaoN,  the  biH  irom 
the  Honae  of  Kepreaentativee,  entitled  "An  act 
declaring  war  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
Dependencies,  and  the  United  States  and  their 
Territoriea,"  waa  reenmed,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Vhole,  together  with  the 
motion  yesterday  sabmitted  bf  Hr.  Griog  ;  and 
on  the  qneetion  to  agree  to  ihe  motion,  it  waa 
determined  in  the  affimkative — jeas  17,  nays  18, 
as  follows : 

Teu. — Heam.  Bayvd,  Ccodit,  Dana,  German, 
Gilei,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsej,  Howell, 
Hnnlar,  Lambert,  Lelb,  Uojd,  Held,  Smith  of  New 
Yorit,  and  WorthlDifton. 

Hnia. — Meam.  Aadeiaon,  Bibb,  Campbell  al  Ten- 
neuee,  Crawfbrd,  Catts,  FruUin,  Qeullard,  Pope, 
Smith  of  Mmryland,  Tai^  Taj-ka',  Tamer,  and  Tar- 
Whereupon,  Mr.  OiuwFOBD  renuned  the 
Ohair;  and,  cm  moUon  bj  Mr.  An)SBao3^  it 
was  ordered  that  the  conunitt«e  to  whom  this 
bill  is  leoommitted  have  leave  to  ait  imme- 
diately. 

FEa>a.T,  Jnne  12. 
Sepriialt  on  British  Qmtmtrte. 
Hr.  Annsitsoir.from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
declaring  War  between  Great  Britua  and  her 
Dependenoiea,  and  the  United  Stat«e  and  their 
Territoriee,"  with  instrnctions  to  modify  and 
amend  the  same,  in  soch  manner  that  the  Pre»- 
ident  shall  have  the  power  to  anthorize  the 
public  armed  ahipa  and  veflsels  irf  the  United 
States  to  make  r^risals  upon  the  pnUia  and 
private  ships  and  vessels,  goods,  and  merohan- 
oiae,  bdonging  to  the  Crown  of  the  United 
Kingdom  <x  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  to 
the  sntjfeota  thereof;  and  also  to  grant  letten 
of  marque  and  reprisal,  nnder  suitable  regola- 
tions,  to  be  provided  la  the  bill,  to  private  ahipe 


d  vesMla  to  nuke  rq«iwl;^  agreeaUy  to  mM 


8ATraDa.T,  June  18. 
Dedairalim  of  War. 
Mr.  Oaillabd  was  reqnested  to  taka  Uw 
Chair;  and  on  motion,  Inr  Mr.  Akhbsbox,  ths 
oonnderation  of  the  hiU,  entitled  "An  act 
declaring  war  between  Great  Britain  and  h^ 
Dependenciea,  and  the  United  States  and  their 
Territories,"  was  resnmed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole ;  and  having  agreed  to  Bnndr7  amend- 
ments, the  Preadent  resnmed  the  Chair;  and 
Mr.  GanxaRD  reported  the  1»1)  with  amend- 
whkh  wwe  oonaidwed  in  Senate  and 


agreed 


to. 
Amotion  wHmade  byMr.Gasiuir,  to  poat- 

Cthe  fiirtli«i-  oontidwatkn  of  the  Inll  to  th» 
Monday  in  November  nexL 
Mr.  GauuK  addreaaed  the  Chi^  aa  fidlom; 
Mr.  Preaident:  I  made  tha  motion  to  poat- 


lnriont  to  the  coimlry  to  pass  it  at  thia  tima. 
Gsel,  nr,  that  the  State  I  hare  the  honor  to  re^ 
resent  has  a  pecoliar  interest  in  the  eroat  of 
this  qaeetion:  and  I  also  Ad  the  w«^t  of  tb» 
inUreat  which  the  nation  at  large  haa  at  atake^ 
in  the  event  of  the  passage  of  tmabilL  I  there- 
fore consider  it  a  duty  I  owe  my  constita«tita, 
to  nse  every  reasonable  exertion  in  my  power 
to  prevent  the  object  of  that  bill,  nntil  the 
oonntry  ia  better  prepared  to  carry  it  into 
affect 

As  I  prenune  the  wu,  if  declared,  is  Intfioded 
to  be  on  oSensive  one,  I  will,  to  establish  tb« 
propiietj  of  my  motion,  take  a  general  view  of 
the  mtoation  of  thia  oonntry;  of  its  meana  to 
carry  on  offensive  opwations,  aa  well  as  to  d»- 
fend  itself  and  of  the  aitnation  and  rdaiira 
strength  alae  of  the  coiutry  we  ore  required  to 
m^a  war  upon. 

I  am  ready  to  allow,  Hr.  President,  that  both 
Great  Britahi  and  France  have  given  ns  ab«ai- 
dant  canae  for  war-  on  thia  oooarion,  thertfc«^ 
I  shall  dispense  with  oaing  any  aipiment  whicfa 
might  serve  to  show,  that  if  we  were  even  in  ft 
state  of  preparation,  and  pose^sed  the  means  of 
inaoring  a  lavoraWe  iasoe,  it  wonld  be  bad 
pcticy  ix  this  oocmtry,  at  the  preeeot  time,  to 
enter  into  war  with  Great  Britain,  althoo^ 
perhapa  many  weigh  ty  reasons  might  he  ^dooed 
in  snpport  of  such  oigoment. 

I  wul  first  call  the  aitentioii  of  the  Benats  to 
f  the  nation  we  an 


twealTf  yean  past  ogMnst  oi 
erflil  nations  that  ever  azlated;  and  f«^«oan- 
tideraUe  part  of  that  Uqml  the  energies  of  her 
enemy  have  been  dbeoted  by  war  s  fhvorita 
geaiBa—NAMHxoN,  who  baa  incoeeded  in  onit- 
ing  nearly  the  whole  fbroe  rf  the  OontinaBt  of 
Xorope  igiini*  her:  agi^Ml  that  vwy  nataim 
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which  ire  are  About  to  asaail;  and  what  has 
been  the  eSeot  I  Is  Great  Britun  leas  powerM 
now,  than  aha  was  twentr  years  ago  I  No,  air, 
this  constant  warfare  has  increased  hef  powers 
instead '  of  dimlnishiiig  them.  At  the  oom- 
meDoement  of  the  war,  France  was  near);  her 
«qoal  OQ  the  ocean,  and  aeveral  other  nations  of 
^iTope  maint^ned  a  powerftil  naTal  force.  Bnt 
what  is  tlieir  aitnation  at  present!  Has  not 
Great  Britun  driven  tham  ail  fHiin  the  ocean) 
And  do^  ahe  not  remain  sole  mUtrees !  I  aak 
gentlemen,  if  her  ability  to  carry  on  a  diatant 
war  by  land  or  aea,  has  diminished?  The  an- 
swer mnat  be  that  it  has  increased  with  her 
navy,  and  extended  with  her  dominion.  Great 
Britain,  now  commands  the  strength  and  re- 
■oaroes  of  most  of  the  West  India  Islands,  and 
maaj  of  the  islands  in  the  Indian  Ocean.  She 
controls  the  destiniee  of  more  than  thirty  mil- 
lioDB  of  people  on  the  Continent  of  Asia.  And 
ahe  has,  at  this  time,  or  will  hare,  if  we  engaca 
in  a  war  with  her,  tJie  ezclasive  benefit  of  the 
trade  of  the  world;  and  under  these  cironm- 
Mances  possesses  the  ability  to  carry  on  a  war 
in  diatant  conntries  acroes  the  ocean,  beyond 
aoj  nation  ever  heard  of. 

These  oon^dersdona,  Mr.  President,  lead  me 
to  the  view  of  onr  rituation  and  means  of  de- 
fence, and  of  onr  ability  to  carry  immediate 
war  into  the  colonies  of  Upper  and  Lower 
Canada.  I  will  first  condder  the  situation  of 
oar  maritime  fWintier,  beginning  at  New 
OrleauB,  and  examine  the  aitnation  of  that 
ptooe.  We  learn  from  the  War  Office  that 
there  is  little  rising  of  one  hnndred  regnlar 
troopB  stationed  near  the  city  for  its  defence. 
Now  I  will  ask  any  aentleman  if  that  paltry 
force  a  soScient  for  uat  object;  and  if  it  will 
not  be  in  the  power  of  the  British  to  take  pos- 
eeoeion  of  that  city  within  uxty  days  after  your 
declaration  of  war  against  them?  If  gentle- 
men oalcnlate  on  the  goodness  and  forbearance 
of  the  enemy,  I  think  they  will  be  deceived. 
Great  Britain  is  a  wily,  active  nation.  She  has 
been  trained  to  war.  She  will  not  measure 
her  Btepe  and  movements  by  ours ;  if  we  are 
not  prepared  to  defend  oar  seaports,  ahe  will 


notw 


mtUo 


n  of  New  Orleans,  it  will  coat 
and  treasure  to  dislodge  her.  Pasung  northerly 
along  onr  coaat,  let  us  aee  what  is  the  situa- 
tion of  our  most  valuable  dties,  Charleston 
and  Norfolk,  as  well  as  many  other  places  of  le» 
eonaeqnence,  are  found  exposed  to  maritiine  at- 
tacks. And  when  we  reach  the  city  of  New 
York  (the  natjon'e  great  emporinm  of  trade)  do 
we,  on  viewing  its  utaation,  and  strength  of  the 
public  works  for  its  defence,  find  it  in  a  perfect 
Btate  of  security  t  No,  sir,  uolees  the  greatest 
part  of  yonr  frigates  are  stationed  there,  to  aid 
yonr  fortifications,  and  gnnlwats,  it  wili  fall  a 
prey  to  the  enemy.  It  can  be  assailed  by  a 
■maU  fleet,  with  every  prospect  of  success.  The 
only  renstanoe  they  would  meet  with  would  be 
tn  paaung  the  fortifications  on  Staten  Island, 
and  perhaps  a  few  shota  from  Bedlow's  and 
Vol.  IV^27 


Ellis's  Islands.  They  might  soon  place  them- 
selves abreast  the  works  at  the  upper  end  of 
the  city,  tlie  weakest  of  them  all.  And  I  have 
no  doubt  two  seventy-fours  might  silence  thia 
work  in  twenty  or  thirty  minutes.  They  would 
then  meet  with  no  other  resistance  than  from 
travelling  gonsonthe  shore  aud  from  the  docks. 
The  reanlt  would  probably  l>e,  that  the  dty 
would  be  set  on  fire,  or  a  contribution  extorted 
trtym  ita  inhabitants.  I  will  now  pass  on  to 
Bhode  Island.  Does  the  prospect  of  security 
there  flatter  us)  No,  sir.  I  am  toM  by  com- 
petent judges  that  nothing  short  of  a  force  of 
Irom  three  to  five  thouaandmen  can  defend  that 
island.  Boston,  it  ia  said,  can  lie  defended, 
and  ia,  perhaps,  the  only  secore  place  of  con- 
siderable consequence  on  the  seaboard.  In 
viewing  the  situation  along  the  province  of 
Mune,  and  our  northern  frontier  up  the  river 
St.  lAwrence,  and  the  Lakes  to  Fort  Valden, 
and  from  thence  to  the  Mississippi,  do  we  not 
find  almost  every  point  and  place  where  there 
are  inhabitants,  subject  to  theinenrsions  of  the 
enemy  t  Have  they  not  more  troops  on  and 
near  the  line  than  we  have!  Yes,  Mr,' th^ 
have  ten  to  oar  one,  and  a  militia  which  the 
Government  of  Canada  have  been  fully  vigi- 
lant in  training,  lunderetand  that  ever  once 
the  prospect  of  war  began  to  thicken  in  the 
political  horizon,  they  have  trained  their  militia 
three  or  four  times  a  month,  and  have 
paid  them  daily  wages  for  their  aervioee. 
Not  BO,  sir,  with  our  militiA-^they  have,  it  ia 
true,  been  called  into  the  public  service  to  do 
the  duty  of  regular  troops;  and  what  ia  now 
their  utnation  t  Sixteen  hundred  of  the  militia 
of  the  State  of  New  York  have  been  ordered 
into  public  service,  on  the  frontiers  of  that 
State,  and  have,  as  I  am  informed,  marched 
to  their  place  of  destination.  There  we  find 
exhibiting  a  spectacle  that  wonld  wound  the 
feelings  of  the  most  callous  man — without  hatt, 
tiritlu>ut  blanheU  to  coter  them,  witho'ut  eaim- 
]c«ttU»  to  eook  the  mittrabU  pnmtiimt  fumivt- 
ed  th«fa  bj/  the  Qovermnent  eontraetorM  or  any 
one  neeemary /or  eau^  equipage.  Their  offieert 
leith  the  Ktmoet  diffieulty  prmenting  their 
marchiTiff  home  for  tey^eeertatiim.  Here, 
Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Benate  to  the  propriety  and  Qonstitutionality 
of  callbg  out  this  detachment  of  militia  at  a 
time  when  no  enemy  menaced  an  invasion. 
The  constitution  (mly  anthorizes  the  Greneral 
Govemment  to  call  out  the  militia  to  suppress 
insnrrection,  enforce  the  laws,  and  repel  mva- 
sion.  And  I  would  ask  whether  either  of  these 
events  bad  happened  when  this  corps  of  militia 
were  ordered  ontt  No.  It  is  well  known  tl^at 
no  SQch  emergency  existed.  Bot  tliey  have 
this  miserable  consolation,  that  they  are  to  re- 
ceive six  dollars  and  two-thirds  a  month  for 
their  services,  finding  their  own  clothes,  arms 
and  aocoutrementa.  I  do  not  mention  theae 
things  with  a  wish  to  discourage  the  militin 
from  aerving  their  oonntry  when  necessary,  nor 
do  I  believe  defending  them  in  their  oonatitn- 
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tional  ri^te  wi]]  b*vellikt  effect,  for  I  un  ftiU^ 
aware  t^t  Uiere  U  do  dam  of  dtjaans  more 
pBtri6tJo  or  willing  to  defend  their  eoontrf  than 
they  are,  and  will  be  bo  fonnd  when  the  aafet; 
(tf  It  eba]]  really  demand  thdr  Hirioea. 

I  will  DOW  resaine  the  ooauderation  of  onr 
mtnatioD  opoD  the  Lakes  to  Detroit  and  Fort 
Maiden.  Here  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
BritLBb  oommand  the  Lakee,  We  are  told  that 
Oovemor  Hnll  ia  marching  to  the  defence  erf' 
Detroit  with  twelve  hnndred  militia  from  the 
State  of  Ohio,  together  with  fonr  hundred 
regular  troopa,  formed  anddisdplined  for  aotim 
b;  the  brave  Colonel  Bojd.  Theae  troops.  I 
hope,  will  be  better  eopplied  and  provided  ror 
than  those  on  the  frontier  of  New  York.  It  ia 
whispered  bj  eome  of  the  fevoritea  who  are 
ntfkred  to  know  the  projeote  of  our  Govem- 
mentf  that  the  British  have  aent  a  part  of  their 
regnlar  troraie,  together  with  a  nnmber  of  In- 
diana, from  Fort  Maiden  to  Fort  Erie,  near  the 
Falls  of  Niwara ;  and  this  ia  taken  aa  certain 
evideaoe  ot  tne  weakneee  of  the  gairison  at  Ftal 
Maiden,  and  tbat  that  fort  may  oonaeqnentlj  be 
anrpiised  and  taken  bj  Goventor  Hull  with  Uttle 
difflonlty.  Now,  I  draw  the  ezaiot  oontra^  oon- 
dosion  from  tbia  oironnutanoe;  for  the  Brttiah 
mnat  have  known  that  Governor  Hnll  was  on 
his  march  to  Detroit ;  and  if  th^  had  been 
weak  at  Fort  Maiden  thej  never  wonld  have 
detached  part  of  their  foroe  and  sent  it  to  the 
aid  of  Fort  Erie.  Bat  preenming  thej  had  not 
beard  of  Governor  HnU'a  march,  and  that  they 
had  lefl  that  fort  comparatirel;'  defenoeleae, 
they  will  aaanredlj  leam  it  soon  enough  to 
have  the  detachment  retam  by  water  before 
Governor  Hall  can  reach  Maiden.  And  if  in 
the  attempt  to  take  Fort  Maiden,  Governor 
Hall  should  meet  with  a  defeat,  the  oonaeqnen- 
oea  will  be  alarming;  for  no  r^nforoement  can 
be  Bent  him,  nor  any  assiBtanoe  afforded  soon 
enongh  to  prevent  a  diaaatroaB  termination  of 
the  expedition.  In  that  case  the  Britiah,  with 
a  partial  aid  from  the  Indians,  might  cross  the 
river  and  take  poaeeaaionof  Detroit;  and  if  they 
should  then  obtain  ^e  assistance  of  the  Indiana 
generally,  it  will  be  in  their  power  to  drive 
all  the  frontier  aettlements  of  Ohio ;  and  tliere 
can  be  litde  donbt  when  this  war  ia  onoe  i 
menced  that  nearly  all  the  Indians  will  flock  to 
the  British  standard. 


MonnaT,  Jane  16. 

The  Senate  reenmed  the  conaideration  of  tiie 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  War  between 
Great  Brittun  and  her  Dependencies,  and  the 
United  States  and  their  Territories,"  togethei 
with  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Gsbuan  to  post- 
pone the  further  conaideration  thereof  until 
the  first  Monday  in  November  next: 

And  on  the  qnealion  to  agree  to  the  motion. 
It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10, 
nays  22,  as  follows: 

Yau.  — Meun.   Boyaid,  Dans,  Oenaan,  Qlbnan, 


Goodridi,  HoMy,   Hnntai,    Laiabei^  Uoyd,   mai 
Baed. 

'  Nati. — Mann.  Amlanon,  Bibb,  Brait,  Cam^iell 
of  Tamtuiee,  Coadit,  Cmrfnd,  Cmtta,  FnoUin,  GaO- 
UM,  Giles,  Gregg,  HowcU,  LcO),  F<;>e,  BoluiiMai, 
Sioith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  Yot,  Tait, 
Taylor  Tumei,  Taiutim,  and  Wortbiiigtcin. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lain,  to  amend  the  Un, 

I  follows : 

[The  amandnwiit  ini 
both  agiOiMt  Oieat  Britain  and  nanoe.] 

On  the  question,  Shall  thia  btQ  pea  to  a  tfaM 
reading  as  amended  1  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  19,  nays  13,  as  follows: 


oTTenneaaee,  Con^t,  Crmwford,  Cntta,  FrankUn,  Gi 
lard,  GQea,  Gnm,  Leib,  Robiimn,  Smith  of  Muy- 
bnd,  SmfOi  of  New  YoA,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tninei,  nrf 
Vanmm. 

NAva. — MaiKa.  Bayard,  Dana,  Gennan,  Gilmaa, 
GoodiMi,  Horaey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert  Uej*, 
Pope,  Baad,  and  WartfaingUn. 

TrsanAT,  Jane  16. 
Deelaralim  of  War. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  from  the  Home 
of  Representatives,  entitied  "An  act  dedaiii^ 
War  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Dependeo- 
dea,  and  the  United  8tatce  and  their  Territo- 
ries," were  reported  by  the  committee  orarect- 
ly  engrowed. 

Mr.  Bi.TjLBn  moved  to  postpone  the  fiulber 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  the  thir^-flrst  d^ 
of  October  next. 

The  motion  did  not  oppose  or  deny  the  anffi- 
tiency  of  the  canses,  or  the  policy  of  the  war. 
It  went  only  to  amnn  what  he  trnst«d  tdhe 
course  of  his  observations  wonld  render  v«sy 
evident,  tbat  this  was  not  a  time  at  wbieh  war 
ought  to  be  declared. 


the  Senato  wonld  not  b 
to  act  by  any  littie  paasiDna,  nor  by  any  oonmd- 
erations  which  did  not  arise  out  of  an  extended 
and  distinct  view  of  the  intereets  of  the  oonntiy. 
It  iB  not  enon^  that  we  have  cause  of  war; 
we  must  see  that  we  are  prepared,  and  in  a 
condition  to  make  war.  Yon  do  not  go  to  war 
for  the  benefit  of  year  enemy,  bnt  yonr  own 
advantage;  not  to  give  proofi  of  ^  vain  and 
heedless  oonrage,  bat  to  aaeeri.  yonr  ri^ta  and 
redress  yonr  wrongs.  If  you  oouunence  hostil- 
ities before  yon  are  prepared  to  strike  a  bknr, 
snd  while  yonr  cities,  your  territory,  and  yonr 
property  on  the  ocesn,  are  exposed  to  the  mer^ 
of  a  Government  poaeeamng  vast  reeourcea  of 
war,  what  can  yoa  expect  bat  to  add  new  d)»- 
tresses,  defeat,  and  disgrace  to  the  wrongs  of 
which  yoa  complain  I  ft  ib  a  strange  motive  ibr 
war — a  wish  to  gratify  the  rapacity,  to  swell 
the  triumphs,  and  to  increase  the  instdence  of 
the  enemy. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  neither  the  Govemment 
nor  the  people  had  eipeoted,  or  were  prqwred 
for  war.     Even  at  thia  moment,  the  geaeni 
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<q>uiion  abroad  was,  Ui&t  there  would  be  no 
war,  tbe  mercuittle  and  trading  world  had  oon- 
tinned.  to  act  npon  that  opimon.  Nor  oonld 
people  be  persiutded  that  an  unarmed  nation 
was  HboDt  to  attack  a  nation  armed  cap-o-pie. 
Ko  man.  had  laid  ont  his  aooonnt  for  thie  war, 
and  every  one  wonld  be  taken  by  sorpriM  and 
miprje^iared  for  its  ahock. 

Yoa  have  at  this  moment  an  immense  prop- 
oly  abroad,  a  great  portion  of  It  in  England, 
and  p«rt  floating  on  the  ocean  and  hastenmg  to 
yoor  porle.  The  poetponement  proposed  mi^t 
uVe  a  ereat  portion  of  this  property,  and  bring 
home  the  Beamennow  absent  from  the  country. 
Gentlemen  would  remember  the  number  of  ships 
which  left  ottr  porta  on  the  eve  of  an  embargo. 
Tbeee  veesela  had  not  had  time  to  perform  their 
Toysgee,  and  the  greater  part  of  Hiem  were  e  '" 
abroad.  He  knew  that  some  members  had 
commiseration  for  the  merohant  who  had  dared 
to  escape  the  embargo,  and  who  had  disregard- 
ed the  salutary  precantiona,  dedgned,  as  it  was 
said,  for  his  secnrity.  Snl  he  did  not  think  it 
Borpriun^  nor  culpable,  that  those  whoee  prop- 
erty oonauted  in  ships,  should  be  averse  to  see- 
ing them  rotting  at  the  whanrea,  and  even  dis- 
posed to  incnr  risks  to  find  employment  for 
them  abroad. 


folly,  it  ie  the  part  of  a  parental  Oovemment, 
each  as  this  ought  always  to  be,  not  to  punish 
the  citizens  for  their  misfortimee,  bnt  to  guard 
them  against  the  efieot  of  th^  errors.  Beeidea, 
a  losB  of  individual  property  was  a  loss  to  the 
State,  as  the  publio  stiengUt  was  derived  ttoai 
individual  reeonrces. 

He  stated  that  the  question  of  war  had  bera 
doabtAil  till  the  present  moment.  He  did  not 
believe  that  tite  Presid«it  himself  expected  war 
at  the  opening  of  the  sessicm,  nor  tor  a  long  time 
after.  A  menacing  laagoage  was  held  oat; 
hnt  tiie  hopes  of  an  aoeommodatdou  were  far 
from  being  abandoned.  Uncb  was  expected 
frmn  the  Prince  Begeot's  aooeerion  to  bis  full 
powers.  A  chau^  of  Ministry  was  not  donht^ 
ed,  and  it  was  thought  that  in  the  obauge  of 
men,  these  wonld  have  been  foond  such  a 
change  of  principles  and  measures,  thst  the  dif- 
ferences between  the  two  GoTenunents  might 
be  compromised  and  settled.  This  expectation 
was  protracted  till  it  became  plainly  evident 
tliat  the  Prince  did  not  intend  to  change  his 
father's  Ministers,  nor  to  depart  trom  tlieir 
prinoiplM  (H*  measures.  When  this  discovei? 
was  made,  the  Admimstration  bad  proceeded 
too  br  to  reoede. ' 

J>esperate  as  the  ooorae  was  which  now  alone 
ranained  to  be  pursued,  they  sapposed  they 
were  obliged  to  advance  or  become  the  object 
ot  reproach  and  scorn  both  to  friends  and  foes. 
This  necessity  they  had  brought  upon  them- 
selves, bnt  it  was  too  late  to  consider  whether 
the  condition  might  have  been  avoided ;  they 
were  pledged  in  thie  state  of  events  to  attempt 
to  extort  from  Great  Britun  by  fi>rce  the  con- 


cession  of  those  points  which  their  arguments 
had  failed  in  persuading  her  to  yield.  He  had 
no  doubt  but  that,  some  months  past,  the  Cab- 
inet bad  seriously  determined  upon  resorting  to 
bostilitiee.  But  the  concurrence  of  Congren 
was  to  be  obt^ed,  and  whether  a  m^'ority  of 
both  Houses  could  be  brought  to  take  the  oar- 
ing and  hazardous  step,  no  man  in  or  out  of  the 
Government,  without  the  gift  of  prophecy, 
could  have  predicted. 

The  public  mind  had  been  so  repeatedly  dis- 
tracted and  deceived  by-  boisterons  speeches 
and  bold  but  ephemeral  resoludons,  that  it  had 
sunk  into  a  state  of  apathy,  and  was  no  longer 
excited  even  by  the  sound  of  war  echoed  in  ue 
ministerial  J^per  from  the  proceedings  of  Gov- 
ernment. When  the  bill  before  us  was  first 
brought  up  from  the  other  House,  it  was  the 
opinion  of  very  few  tliat  it  wonld  obtain  the 
support  of  a  minority  of  this  body ;  and^  even 
now,  it  was  likely  to  pass,  not  beeanse  it  wss 
spproved  by  a  m^ority,  but  of  the  ^fierenoes 
of  opinion  which  existed  among  gentlemen  as 
to  oUier  conrses  which  had  been  proposed. 

If,  with  the  light  and  information  possessed 
in  this  body  as  to  the  views  and  designs  of  the 
Cabinet  and  of  Oougrees,  it  has  been  donbt- 
M  among  ourselves  whether  the  Government 
wonld  resort  to  war,  bow  was  it  to  be  known 
by  our  merchants,  or  any_  other  class  of  society 
unacquainted  with  the  intentions  and  secret 
proceedings  of  those  exercising  the  powers  of 
the  Government,  that  the  nation  wonld  be  wan- 
tonly plunged  into  a  sudden  war  I 

He  had  heard  it  said,  that  the  embai^  was 
a  sufficient  notioe  of  the  design  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  resort  to  hostilities  upon  its  expiration, 
and  that  the  people  must  be  infatuated,  wbo, 
after  such  warning,  were  not  apprised  of  the 
approaching  crisis.  Bnt  it  ia  too  recently  and 
deeply  in  onr  recollection  to  be  forgotten,  that 
this  is  not  the  first  embargo  we  have  experi- 
enoed,  and  which,  thongh  of  longer  dotation, 
we  saw  pass  away  without  being  followed  by 


The  language  held  there,  as  to  people  out  of 
doors  who  have  doubted  of  the  wsr,  is  retorted 
by  the  public  voice  with  equal  confidence  and 
on  bett&'  grounds.  They  rely  upon  your  integ- 
rity and  wisdom,  and  say  that  Congress  cannot 
be  BO  Infatuated,  destitute  as  they  are  of  the 
means  of  aggression  or  defence,  to  draw  upon 
themselves  a  war  witb  one  of  the  moet  power- 
ful and  formidable  nations  on  the  globe.  If  a 
war  with  Great  Britain  be  thought  nnsvoida- 
ble,  yet,  as  ^e  leaves  to  us  the  time  of  com- 
mencing it,  surely  we  ought  to  select  tlist  time 
when  the  first  shock  shall  be  least  disastrous, 
and  can  best  be  redsted.  Why  should  we  hur- 
ry into  a  war  from  which  nothing  but  calamity 
can  be  expected )  There  is  no  danger  that  the 
redress  of  our  wrongs,  or  the  assertion  of  onr 
rights,  will  be  barred  by  the  limitation  of  time. 
No  time  has  existed  for  years  past  when  we 
had  lees  csuse  to  complam  of  the  conduct  of 
Great  Britain.    Her  vessels  of  war  bad  all  been 
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-witbdMwii  from  oar  coast, 
order  to  avoid  onlliBiooB  and  hoetjlitj.  If  the 
war  be  snspeDded  till  NoTember,  the  QoTern- 
ment  and  tbe  people  will  both  be  bett«r  pre- 
pared to  snstaiD  it.  He  was  not  a  fri«id  to  Ihe 
restrictive  BTBtem,  but  with  a  ohoiise  oat  of  efUa, 
he  should  prefer  the  embargo  Co  war.  Postpone 
the  war,  and  we  will  «nbmit  to  the  embaivo 
till  November.  This  will  famiah  time  for  the 
return  of  joor  ships  and  seamen ;  and  i^  at  the 
aame  time,  jon  will  abandon  the  Don-importa- 
tiOD  act,  ;on  will  repleniah  joar  Treasoiy  with 
at  least  twelve  milhona  of  dollars,  and  restore 
to  vonr  citizens  U3t;r  milliona  now  abroad,  and 
in  danger  of  being  loeL  It  appeved  to  him 
that  the  ooarse  which  had  beau  pnrgaed  was 
the  most  prepoaterouBimaginableL  For  eighteen 
months  past,  we  had  been  sending  our  property 
oat  of  the  conntr;,  and  not  soffering  it  to  re- 
tnm;  and,  while  contemplating  a  war  with 
Great  Britain,  we  saw  onr  effects  to  an  immeaae 
amount  accamnlating  in  that  kingdom,  liable 
at  any  moment,  to  fall  a  prey  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  be  employed  in  sapport  of  the  war 
a^nsC  OS.  He  asked,  wh;  nuh  with  this  pre- 
cipitancy into  the  wart  Are  you  prorided 
with  means  to  anno;  the  enemy,  or  to  defend 
yoorselvos  i  Have  yon  an  army  or  navy  which 
can  make  any  impreasionl  Are  yoor  expoeed 
towns  fortified  and  garrtsonedf  Was  any  na- 
tion ever  leas  prepared  for  wart  It  wonld  re- 
quire the  whole  military  force  that  yon  now 
posaesB  to  constitute  an  adeqnate  defenoe  for 
Hew  Orieans,  New  York,  and  Newport  It  is 
very  well  known  that  the  Qener^  who  will 

,  command  at  New  Orleans  has  declared  to  the 
Government,  that  he  will  not  be  answerable 
for  the  secorit;  of  the  plaoe  with  leas  toroe  than 
t«a  thousand  men,  which  is  eqaal  to  all  the 
effective  troops  yet  raised.  It  woold  be  natnral 
to  suppose  that  no  Government  would  dedare 
war  till  it  was  prepared  to  attack  its  enemy. 
In  peace  we  require  no  defence,  and  shall  we 
declare  war  in  order  to  defeod  ourselveet  Bnt 
what  blow  are  yon  prepared  to  strike?    Were 

-  joD  able  in  the  summer  to  recmit  yonr  army 
of  twenty-five  thousand  men,  oonld  it  be  em- 
ployed in  any  service  in  the  course  of^his  year  t 
A  soldier  is  not  made  in  a  day.  The  authority 
of  a  foreign  officer,  now  in  this  country,  of  the 
highest  military  reputation,  he  had  heard  fre- 
quently cited,  that  it  required  at  least  fourteen 
months  to  form  a  soldier  of  a  recruit.  This  re- 
mark applied  to  France,  where  the  officers  have 
generally  received  a  military  education,  and 
where  there  are  so  many  models  to  imitata, 
and  BO  many  instructors  to  teach.  Bat  here 
tlie  officer  is  to  form  as  well  as  the  soldier. 
The  officer  has  to  learn  his  leason  first,  before 
he  can  prescribe  the  task  of  the  soldier.  You 
may  poe^bly  have  a  herd  of  men,  but  yon  can 
have  no  armj'  to  lead  into  service  this  season ; 
and  if  this  herd  be  led  against  disciplined  troops, 
yon  can  expect  nothing  but  defeat  and  ms- 
grace. 
But  you  have  not  got,  nor  con  jou  get  tba 


men  during  the  present  year.  These  an  wX 
the  days  (^  Oadmns.  It  wiQ  require  neat  pa- 
tience and  industry,  and  a  oonraderable  laiflh 
of  time^  to  collect  twenty-flve  thousand  mo. 
Have  you  the  least  praapect,  if  you  declare  tit, 
of  attacking  Oaiiada  this  season  t  It  is  impoMi- 
ble  that  yon  can  do  it  with  effect.  Yoaw3l 
be  sufficiently  ooonpied  iu  defending  your  fim- 
tien  agunst  the  savages. 

It  is  not  on  land  tlwD  that  you  axpaet  inuas- 
diately  to  umail  your  enemy.  Is  it  ua  Um 
ocean  that  the  impiMsitHi  is  to  be  model  Tot 
have  twenty  venels  of  war — Britain  upwsrti 
of  a  thousand.  What  wtU  ftvail  the  aetiTitj  « 
gallantry  ot  yonr  offlcers  and  seamen  iguoit 
such  disparity  of  force  i  Your  little  Navy  m^ 
foil  immediate,  or  be  driven  from  the  oeeui 
Some  (^ntlenten  indulge  great  eipeatitkM 
from  pnvateera;  but  has  Oraat  Britain  asjm- 
armed  or  unprotected  trade  which  they  can  tf- 
tack?  Privateers  have  no  other  object  thia 
plunder  and  booty.  They  avoid  armed  v«adi 
—and,  defended  as  b  the  British  ownnemii 
every  part  of  the  world  by  her  great  nanl 
force,  it  is  little  to  be  expected  Uiat  privatwr- 
ing  will  be  attended  with  mnoh  snocesi  or  en- 
oouragement..  But  while  wo  are  searching  to 
the  means  of  annoying  the  comroerce  of  ftUun, 
does  it  become  us  to  OTerloc^  at  this  jnauai 
the  condition  of  onr  own  t  A  valuable  nut  of 
the  trade  from  beyond  the  Oape  of  Good  Hops 
has  not  yet  arrived.  Of  the  nnmberleas  neseli 
which  sailed  upon  the  eve  of  the  embargo^  few 
have  retnmed.  Your  merchant  veseels  an 
without  oonvoy  and  ntterir  de&Boelesa  lev 
oondititm,  therefore,  ia,  that  with  mote  oon- 
meroe  ezpoaed,  yonr  adversary  will  poMn 
greater  means  c^  aniM^anee,  ani  (be  cwse- 
qoenee  most  bc^  that  we  shall  kae  infiaitelT 
more  than  we  can  expect  to  gain. 

Under  anoh  oiniiiinstanoes.  what  shoaUhDiy 
ns  into  the  wart  Are  gentienai  afraid  if  the; 
wait  till  November  the  wwld  will  not  last  kag 
enough  to  afford  them  time  to  gratd^  ia  vtr 
their  mighty  resentment  aninst  Britain!  He 
believed,  as  he  hoped,  that  thera  was  no  baixn- 
ble  gentiemaD  on  the  fioor  who  would  not  live 
long  enou^  to  have  a  complete  surfeit  of  (kt 
war,  thon^  it  ahonld  be  postponed  for  a  ft* 
months. 

The  queetioa  on  poatpoaetnent  was  diUf 
mined  in  the  n^ativ^— yeas  11,  nays  SI. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bay jju>,  to  poetpoae  tta 
farther  otH^derstJon  of  the  UU  to  the  third  dV 
of  July  next,  it  wae  determined  in  the  negiliT* 
— yeaa  9,  nays  88. 

On  motion  by  Hr.  Batabd,  to  pos^MM  tM 
fhrtber  ooiudderstioo  of  the  bill  («  Hoadij 
next,  it  was  delwmined  in  tbon^ative— yw 
15,  naya  17. 

On  motion,  that  the  Senate  adianrn,  it  «m 
determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  i%  n*7*  » 

So  the  Bvut*  BcUoomed  to  U  s'ekM  » 
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On  mottoD,  by  Mr.  Ykxsmt, 

Bttoleai,  That  the  ipjanction  of  seoreoj,  in 
relation  to  the  ooofidantial  Hewage  of  the  Vtf^- 
Aaat  ot  the  United  Bt&tea  of  the  flnt  inAuit, 
and  also  in  rdation  to  the  private  and  ooofi- 
Amtial  pro(»eduigB  of  the  Smate  ainoe  that 
datei,  be  removed. 

\Eiid  qftlie  eot\fid^adial  proceedingi^ 

Fbid^t,  Jane  36. 
Tnatury  Note*. 

The  ameDdment  t^i  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
■nthoriziug  th^usuing  of  Treasorjr  Notea,"  was 
reported  bj  the  committee  ooirectlj  engroBaed, 
And  the  biU  was  read  a  third  time  ai  amended. 

On  the  queation,  Bhall  this  bill  pass  as 
amended !  it  was  determined  in  tiie  afBnnatJvB 
— jeas  23,  nayt  8,  as  follows : 

Yuo.— Hwm  AnderMii,  Bibb,  Bradhy,  Brent, 
CBiDpixlI  of  TennenM,  Condi^  Cnwfotd,  Cntti, 
FnnkUn,  OilOud,  Qilec,  Qngg,  Howell,  Lambert, 
LeiU  Baed,  Robituon,  SmiA  of  New  York,  Talt, 
Tart.      -  .  ~     . .     - 


of  the  fbnith  inituit,  on  tbe  nibject  of  BiitU)  im- 
preumonts  frooi  AiQeriean  veuelt.  Tbe  inToRiia* 
tion,  thoQgb  valaminaiu,  might  have  Iwen  enUrged 
with  more  time  for  rcKiiroh  end  prepustlgn.  In 
iDtne  Initanoei  it  migbt,  M  the  >ame  time,  ba'n  been 
■bridged,  bnt  tar  Uie  difficult  of  npanting  tiM 
nstur  sitraneans  to  <tfae  immediate  object  UT  tbe 
wolntiDn. 
JotT  6, 1S12.  JAMES  UADISON. 

The  Me«eage  and  doonments  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  tbe  Benate, 
A  message  from  the  Eoose  of  Bopreeenta- 
tlvee  informed  tbe  Senate,  that  the  Hooae,  faav- 
ing  finished  the  bounees  before  them,  are  abont 
toa^onni. 

Ur.  BoBimoiT,  fh>m  the  committee,  reported 

that  the7  had  waited  on  the  President  of  tbe 

United  States,  who  informed  them  that  he  bad 

ftirther  oommnnicationB  to  make  to  the  two 


Hooae  of  RepreeentatiTM  that  tbe  Benat«,  hav- 
ing finished  the  legislative  business  before  them, 
are  abont  to  a^oam. 

AgreeaU^  to  the  Joint  resolntion,  the  Pbui- 
nsNT  then  ti^oamed  the  Senate,  to  meet  on  the 
first  Mondajr  in  November  next 


SnifDAT,  July  B. 
Volv,nU&n  BUI. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
Bopplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  aa- 
thori^g  tbe  Preaident  of  the  United  States  to 
accept  and  organise  certain  volunteer  military 
corps,'"  having  been  reported  by  th|oommittee 
oorrectly  engrossed,  tbe  bill  waa  read  a  diird 
time  as  amended. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  as 
amended  t  it  was  determioed  in  the  affirmatjre 
— yeas  14,  nays  6,  as  follows » 

Tkas  — Heaarf.  AnderKiii,  Bibb,  Bient,  Condit, 
Crawford,  FranUin,  Qsillerd,  GQn,  HoweQ,  Kobin- 
■on,  South  of  New  Toil,  Taic,  Taylor,  and  Vamnm. 

Natb. — Ueure.  Bayaid,  Gilmui,  Goudricb,  I«Ib, 
Uoyd,  ud  Smith  of  Heryland. 

So  it  waa  resolved,  that  this  biU  pass  wiQi  aa 
amendment. 

IfoND&r,  Joly  6,4  a'«&«fc,p.  m. 

Eeeem  of  Congrttt,  ani  ae^evmment. 

The  Senate  prooeeded  to  consider  the  resoln- 

tioa  from  the  Uonse  of  B^reaentotivM  for  the 

Spointment  of  a  Joint  oommittee  to  wait  on 
)  President  of  the  United  States,  and  notify 
hira  (rf  the  intended  reoess,  and  concnrred 
therein,  and  Measrs.  BoBiNeos  and  AimzBSOB 
were  appointed  a  oommittee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

Tbe  following  Message  was  reodved  from  the 
pRESmBirr  of  the  U.iited  Sr^TKa : 
lb  At  gemitt  of  tie  VnM  SMa; 

I  (laiiatut  to  tbe  Senate  ixf  in  and  eztracti  of 
docnmenti  in  the  ■rchivea  of  tbe  Department  i^ 
State,  Ullng  within  the  purview  of  tbeur  reeotalion 


Exeeatw  Froettdinfit. 

[GoDGdeatial.] 

BATCBt>aT,  Jnne  SO,  18IS. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 

by  Mr.  Hibpxb  and  Mr.  Fisk,  two  of  thwr 

members — Mr.  Eabpkh,  cbiurman. 

Mr.  Pretident:  The  Honae  of  Representa- 
tives have  passed  a  "  resolution  authoriung  the 
Prewdentof  the  United  States  toissae  a  procla- 
mation to  the  inhabitants  of  the  British  Ameri- 
can Continental  Provinoea,"  in  which  they  re- 
qnest  the  oononrrenoe  of  the  Senate. 
The  resolntioa  waa  read,  as  follows : 

Rttiiiied  Jy  Ot  Bamdt  and  ffom  of  Jitprnmlalim 
of  At  UnitedSMu  of  Amtriea,  m  Con^nx  umk- 
bkd.  That  in  caM  it  iball  be  deemed  neceuaiy,  ia 
order  to  vindicate  the  jut  ligbta,  or  to  lecnre  the 
■efe^  of  tbe  United  Stmlet,  to  invade  the  proviiicaa 
of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  Nova  Sootia,  and  Mew 
Bnmiwtck,  or  either  of  tbem,  tbe  Freiident  of  the 
United  State*  be,  and  he  hereby  i>  antboiited  and 
empowered  to  inne  a  proclamation,  addraued  to  the 
inhabitant!  of  >^d  pnmncet,  asturing  tbem,  in  tbe 
name  of  tbe  people  of  tbewt  Statea,  that  in  caee  the 
■aid  provinces,  or  aoyoftbem,  ihall  come  into  the 
pOMenion  of  thii  Government,  tbe  iohabitanta  ofiooh 
province  or  provinoei  iball  be  Kcared  and  protected 
hi  the  fnll  eiyoyment  of  their  Uvea,  liber^,  proper^, 
and  rellgiwi,  inaiMl  end  ani|^  manoeraetheiame 
are  lecnred  to  the  people  cj'the  United  State*  by 
their  eoDititotioni  j  and  that  tbe  Hid  prochunatioo 
be  promulgated  and  circulated,  in  the  manner  which, 
in  the  opinioa  of  tbe  Prendent,  thall  be  beet  calcn- 
Isted  to  ^ve  it  general  publicity. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolntioa  pass  to  a  aecond 
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FBtDi.T,  June  2S. 

Oeeupation  ^  Su  Florida*. 

A  mcMage  from  the  Hodm  of  Bepreaentatires 

t>7  Mmbts.  Mirmu.  and  Haix,  two  of  their 

members. 

Mr.Prttidmt:  The  House  of  ReprewiitAtites 
hare  pssBed  A  bin,  entitled  "  Anact  Mitiioriiiiig 
the  President  to  tnke  pooaeanon  (tf  a  tract  of 
eonntrj  lying  eoath  of  the  Mi»u—ippi  Tenitorj 
and  of  the  8l«te  of  G«orgla,  and  &»■  other  pur- 
posee,"  in  which  ther  reqnert  the  oooonrrenoe 
of  the  Senata,  and  that  the  bill  be  eooBidered 
oonfldeatiallj. 

The  bill  1^  bronf^t  op  for  oonoorrenoe  wm 
read,  se  follows : 

"An  Act  ■BthorisDgflisPreaddaiittotakspDMaidoa 

(tf  >  tnot  oT  coDntn  iTing  noth  of  ths  HiadMipp! 

TtnUorjr  aad  of  flw  State  of  Oaorgia,  and  fn 

Mhsr  pnrpoMA 

"Btk  tmaHai  hj  (k  Beiutii  imd  Home  ifSepn- 

imlalitii  of  lilt  ITaiUd  Statm  o/Jmtnea  n  Ougrrm 

—KmUti,  lliat  tlw  Pnadaiit  b^  and  he  Ii  iMre)^ 

■nthoriicd  to  oeoapj  and  bold,  the  whole  ot  aaj  pan 

of  Eart  Fknrida,  inelading  Amelia  Iilaad,  and  alio 

rti  «f  Wert  Florida  iriiioh  ai«  aot  now  in 

1  and  oDdai  die  jmiadkljop  of  the  United 


pDipoee  of  occnpfidg  and  holding  the  eoontij 
nda,  and  of  HflbnUng  notertion  to  the  inliab 
nndor  the  eDtbori^  of  the  United  Statai,  the 


"  Sbc  8.  Aiid  U  k/oAtr  emaclei.  That,  fitr  de- 
nning the  neoMUT^  eipenna,  ooe  hundred  thooMod 
doQan  are  herab^  appropriated,  to  bs  paid  oat  of  aar 
moueji  in  the  Treaiuy  not  otberwiee  apprcfiriated, 
and  to  be  applied  to  the  poiposei  aforeuid,  nndar  the 
Erection  of  the  Prendent. 

"Sbo.  4.  Ana  it  it/nrlier  tiueltd.  That,  nntil 
fiutller  proririoD  ihall  be  made  by  Congresi,  the 
Fnaident  ahall  b*,  and  ha  herabj  ii  empowered  to  ee- 
tablith  within  the  coontiy  he  maj  loqnire  hy  thii 
act,  a  temporary  eorenuaent,  the  ciyQ  and  nulitai; 
anthoritiet  of  wlucb  shall  be  reated  in  inch  peraon 
and  penoni  aa  be  naj  ■ppoint,  and  be  eierdaed  in 
inch  msnngr  ea  be  maj  direct :  Proeidtd,  That  be 
■hall  take  due  care  for  the  preaerratian  of  aooUl 
order,  and  for  ncoriog  to  the  inhabitsJitti  the  enjoy- 
ment of  their  peraonal  rights,  their  religion,  aod  their 
property:  And  provided,  alta.  That  the  KCtiini  of 
country  beiein  desgnated,  that  ia  liCDated  to  the 
Eaatward  oTtheriTerPerdido,  ma;  be  tlie  lalyect  of 
fiirther  negotiatioiL'' 

OrderM^  That  it  pass  t«  a  second  reading. 

THDZBD1.T,  JdIj  S. 

to  the  order  of  the  d  ,, , 

n  aot  authorizing  the  Presdent^ 
Ake  possesion  of  a  tract  of  conntiT  Iring  south 
>f  tho  Mississippi  Territory  and  of  the  State  of 
Geor(^  and  tor  other  pnrposes,"  was  resnined, 
and  oonaidered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  lb'.  Gaju^asd  was  reqnested  to  take  the 
Qudr. 
On  motioD  by  llr.  (^wtord,  he  was  per- 


"  Amd  tt  itfarAer  tuaclid.  That  if  Oia  TMM 
States,  in  theptoeeontion  of  ^  pneoot  war t^iat 
the  United  Elngdoni  efOreat  Britain  tui  bdn^ 
dMnild  obt^  pooamoo  of  the  Brititb  prarineN  > 
ITonh  America,  oi  either  of  d«n,  that  the  Piaadql 
of  the  Uoited  Slates  be,  and  he  m  henbj  aaOnil 
and  ea^Hnrered  to  eetabUsh  within  the  latiie  a  Mb- 
pcHreiy  govammeot ;  and  the  military,  ciril,  sid  je- 
dieial  powers  thereof;  abaH  be  vested  in  sgdi  psnot 
and  pemm,  and  be  exercised  in  inch  mannar  as  la 
may  direct,  fix  the  protectiea  and  mainteaiqca  <f 
tlie  inhaUtuU  of  ndhpterinoeorpaorinet^mlli 
full  eq^ayment  of  their  nt^er^,  liber^,  sad  nit- 
ipaa  i  iVondad,  Iliat  the  praicip' 
Sneh  tempoi 
ahall  form  m 


And,  oti  motion  to  agree  to  the  omendnMal, 
it  was  detemuned  in  the  afBrtaatife — jeas  Vi, 
nays  10,  wfidlowe: 

Tua.— Hewa.  Andecwn,  Bibb,  Bndbr,  Bnsl^ 
CampbeU  of  TonneMa,  Condit,  Ciawibrd,  Cm. 
FrAklin,  Gaflkrd,  Gilse,  Howell,  Lrib,  Fopa,  Botie- 
aco,  Teit,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum,  and  Wotthingtaa. 

Nan.— Meavi.  fiayaid,  Ganuaa,  Gihnra,  Good- 
rich, Honey,  Honter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Smidi  of 
Maryland,  and  Smith  of  New  Torfc. 

On  motion,  by  Ur.  Tatt,  to  uoend  tbebiQn 
follows : 

"  Aui  U  ft /Mier  eaMM^  That  thia  act  ba  n« 
printed  or  psibliabed,  nnk«  dinoted  by  the  YniitA 
OCAa  United  Slatea;  ai^  law  or  ai^e  to  Aesia- 


On  the  qteetitn  to  agrae  to  this  ameadmait, 
it  was  detM-mined  in  the  afBrmative— fws  SS, 
n^sT,  ssfbllows: 

Yua.— HeMr*.  Andemn,  Bayard,  Bibb,  BredhT^ 
Brent,  Campbell  of  Temiesaee  Coadit,  Crewbrd, 
Cntta,  Franklin,  GaXard,  Gilea,  Howdl,  Lail^  Pops, 
Robuuon,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smhh  of  NewTot^ 
Tait,  Taylor,  Tnmer,  Vannmi,  and  ffoitluiulaL 

NATa,— Mean.  German,  Gihnan,  Goodrich,  Hs- 
aey.  Hunter,  Lambert,  end  Uayd. 

The  Pbwduit  reenmed  the  Chair,  and  tfr. 
Qaillabd  reported  the  bill,  amended. 

On  the  qaeation.  Shall  this  bill  pssa  to  a  tbiid 
reading,  sa  amended?  It  was  determined  in  the 
afflrmBbve — yeas  16,  nays  18,  asfbllowi: 

YkAs.— Meeirs.  Audeiaon,  Kbb,  Brant,  Csmplidl 
ofTenneane,  CoauUt,  Crawfbid,  Gailkid,  Bowd, 
Lab,  BoUnKin,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vsnnmi,  aid 
Worifamgton. 

Nati.— HeasTL  Bayard,  Den*,  Franklin,  Gamae, 
Qflman,  Goodrtdi,  Honey,  Bnnter,  I^mbet^  U<74 
Pope,  Sn^lh  of  Maryland,  and  Stni  A  of  New  T«iL 

FstDAT,  July  8. 
The  amen^DOBtB  to  the  bUl,  ntit]ed''AB 
act  anUintdng  the  Pretident  to  take  powMO) 
of  a  tract  of  oonntry  lying  soDth  of  the  Miai^ 
sipid  Territory  and  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and 
for  otlier  porposes,"  ware  reported  by  the  ooa** 
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mittee  oomollf  engroHed;  utd  the  bOl  was 
read  the  third  time,  m  ameaded. 

On  motion,  b7  Mr.  Bataad,  to  pottpone  the 
farther  MinuderatioD  thereof  to  the  flnt  lion- 
day  in  November  next;  it  wad  determined  In 
the  negative— jeaa  14,  naja  16,  u  follows: 

Teab. — Muin.  B>7Bid,  Bisdlaj,  Dana,  Gsrmati, 
GUm,  GilnuLU,  Qoodrich,  Bartmr,  HimteT,  Lambert, 
LtoTil,  Pope,  Smith  of  Harrluii  ud  Smith  of  Neir 
YoA. 


S,  Ondit,  Crmwford,  Franklin, 
HowoD,  Lcib,  RobimoD,  T^,  Tb^Ioi,  IViner,  Tai- 
imm,  mi  WortUoglOD. 


Od  the  qnestion,  Shall  this  bill  posa  aa 
amended  t  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
jaaa  14,  nays  16,  ae  foUowa: 

txM. — MsHn.  AndenoD,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell 

of  Temieaee,  Condit,  CravToid,  Franklin,  Gaill&rd, 
KoblMOn,  Tait,  Taylor,  Taraer,  Tamnro,  andWorth- 
inrton. 

Natb. — HcMta.  Bavard,  Bndl«7,  Dbdb,  Getman, 
Gilu,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  HoTMj,  HoreD,  Hnntu', 
Lambert,  Leib,  Llovd,  Prae,  Smith  of  Mairlaikd,  and 
SmtthofNevYodL 
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PR0CEEDIN08  ANI)  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE   OP   EEPKESENTATIVES; 


KomiAT,  KoTember  4, 1611. 
This  being  the  daj  appointed  by  a  prodama- 
tion  of  the  Preeident  of  the  TJmUnd  SutM,  of  the 
twentj-foorth  da;  of  Jul;  laat,  for  the  meeting 
of  OoDgresa,  the  following  memben  of  theHonse 
of  Representatives  appeared,  prodnoed  their 
credentials,  and  took  their  Beats,  to  wit : 

JVon  Xta  HampiJurt — Joalah  Baitiett,  Samuel 
Diosmooi,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Haiper,  and  George 

fnm  JfaaaobwMi— Eiekiel  Bacon,  Abuab  Bige- 
loir,  El^ah  BrigbuD,  William  Ely,  luiah  L,  Grmn, 
Joaah  Quincy,  WQUun  Beed,  Ebeneiei  Saaver,  Sam- 
uel Taggart,  Peleg  Tallman,  Chirlei  Tomer,  janioT, 
Laban  Wheatoo,  and  Leonard  White. 

/'ran  Skodt  Maud — Hlchard  Jack>OD,  jmiior. 

From  Camect'eat — Epaphioditni  CliampitHi,  John 
Dayenport,  jnniOT.  lyman  Law,  Jonathan  0.  Moie- 
I7,  Timothr  Pitkin,  janl<n,  Lewti  B.  Stnrge^  and 
B«qjamin  Tallmagdfti 

f^mn  Fnwnt— Haiiin  Chittenden,  Jamei  Hifc, 
Samnel  Shaw,  and  William  Stiong. 


•  LIST  OF  BEPBESBHTATITE8. 

Au  5'anpaUn— Joalih  Botlgtl;  Bnaiid  Dtiumoot, 
Obed  Hill.  John  A.  Hupsi,  Gh^s  BaUInn. 

JTiMHaiuHMiL— EnUel  Bhoo,  Ab^iUi  Blgeloir,  El^ili 
Brtgbimi,  WUUuB  Elf,  Inlih  L,  Oreen,  Jcalili  QdIsct, 
WllUaia  U.  SlduTdHo,  Xbanutr  Buier,  Suiiwl  Ttggui, 
Fal<e  Ttllmu,  ChulM  TnnHi,  ;r^  Labui  Wluatira,  WH- 
lUia  Vldcnj,  Leonud  WUIa. 

BluOt  /AisA— Glctuid  jHtun,  Jr.,  EUihs  &.  Patter. 

OomteUemL — Hp^hrodltiu  Chaniploii,  Jolui  D«TuipOjt, 

Jr.,  L;rn>ui  Iav,  Jouthu  0.  Uotatf,  Tlmotlir  PltUn,  Ji., 

Lavli  B.  BtuiH,  BcDJuilii 

FemontL— Ibitin 


}Tea  riirjt— Duilcl  Atmt,  Hmhubbi  BtHekir,  'Hianiw 
B.  Cooke,  Jua«  Emott,  An  Fltoh,  Thomu  B.  Oold,  Babnt 
Le  Kof  UvlngitaD,  Anuuh  Uetol^  Bunnal  L.  Ullchlll, 
BmJiDilo  Pond,  Patn  B.  Foitar,  Ebgtwnr  Buiia,  Thomu 
Eunmoiu,  BSu  Btov.  Url  Tni7,  Robert  WhltahiU. 

^«c  JerHV.— Adim  Boyd,  LevU  Oondlt,  Juob  H 
JuBM  Iforiu.  OeoTga  C  Muwdl,  Tbomu  Htirbold. 

/■nuuyteiinla.— Vimun  AdiIbbb,  David  Bud,  Bobort 
Bnim,  'WDlUm  Crswlbrd.  Soger  DaTit,  WlUlum  TiniHtj, 
Jotm  kf.  BTuerauk,  Jouph  LafsTr*,  Aaron  Ljla,  Abner  L«- 
eook,  Jaoua  MUur,  WUUam  Plpor,  jonatliui  Babsrte.'Wn- 
Uam  Bodman,  Adam  Bfljbort,  John  BmllU,  Ooorf«  BaJtli, 
Bobtit  WUtcUlL 


/Vn*  Ni»  Tat — Daniel  ^•nij,  I 

,  Thomai  B.  Cooke,  Jamea  Emott,  Am  flui, 
Thomat  K  Gold,  Robert  Lb  R07  Livin^on,  Anaak 
Hetcaif;  Samnel  L.  HitcbiH,  Bei\jamiD  Pood,  PiUr 
B.  Porter,  Ebeneur  Sage,  Tbomaa  Samncna,  SOw 
Slow,  Uri  Tracy,  and  Pierre  Van  CortUndC,  jaoiir. 

Ftom  Nbo  Jrrttn — Adam  Boyd,  Lewia  CmiEt, 
Jaoob  Boftj,  Jamea  Morgan,  and  Thomai  Ntv- 
bold. 

Fnn  J'MauyliKwu— William  Andersn,  Daiil 
Bard,  Robert  Brown,  William  Crawfotd,  Eager  Daii^ 
WBliam  Flndlaj,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Joieph  \jtvn% 
AarCD  Lyle,  Januti  HiLnor,  William  nper,  Joiatkaa 
Boberte,  William  Rodman,  Adam  Seybert,  Mm 
SmDie,  George  Smith,  aad  Robert  WhiteUU. 

Fnm  DtlanMrt—Eiiaj  M.  Sidgel;. 

From  JfuryloKl— Stevenaon  Aroher,  JoM^  Eat, 
Peter  Little,  Aleiuder  McKim,  Samoel  ffii«g(Ui 
and  Bobart  Wright. 

n«  Vtr;pntU — Bnntell  Baaaatt,  Jamet  Bmiaa- 
ridge,  ^lliam  A  Bnrwell,  Matthew  Claj,  Jdba  Da«- 
•on,  Fetenon  QoDdwjn,  Aylett  Hawei,  John  F.  Uia- 
erfbrd,  Joaeph  Lewia,  jnnioT,  William  HcCfi;,  Hn^ 
lelaoD,   Thomaa  Newton,  Jamea  Fbaaanti,  jsnkr, 


.MIOHOr*— H«iT  K.  Kldgalf. 

jr(iryJ(Md.-8teT«aKO  Aieher,  Joemh  Knt,  PbDIp  Bv 
ton  Say,  Petar  Little,  Aleiaoder  MeElm,  FUHp  fllaot, 
Suniul  Blntgold,  Eobert  Wright. 

Ttnrfnio.— Bnrwell  Baaatt,  Joha  Baker,  Juan  ft«t- 
•nrldce,  WUUam  A.  Barwall,  Xatthew  Cbr.  Johi  CM« 
John  DawioB,  Petanon  fioodwra,  Tbomai  flMna,  U- 
win  QraT-,  AyleU  Rawee,  John  P.  BancaiSird,  Joatpk  W- 
it,  Jr.,  WUUam  KeCoj,  Ha^  Nalaon,  ThaDM  Hivtl^ 
Jamn  PlaaKita,  Jr.,  John  Baadolph,  Joha  KaBe,IIBiU 
Bhalhy,  John  Smltb,  John  TalUatatn,  ThomM  VBtm. 

ITora  0>n>H«.~WIUla  AlaUm,  WOUbi  BlacUi^^ 
Tbomaa  Bknnt,  Jamea  Cocliru,  WUllam  Kafhi  Kiag,  Mi- 
thanlal  Haoan,  Anhlbald  If  sBilda,  Joacpli  Peuags,  tml 
Plflana,  fiiehard  Stanford,  Lemuel  Bairjer. 

jb«H  OviiUiu.— WUUam  BnUar,  John  C  CUboiULlMr 
don  CheTea,  EUh  Earle.  WUUam  Lowndes.  TlioiiiM  Km^ 
]>arid  B.  WUUami,  Blchud  'Wjan. 

(?aorv<o.-WQUam  W.  Blbh,  HowaU  Cobl^  Ballln  BA 
OeorgeU.  Ttosp. 

Xt»lu^.—Rtiaj  Clay,  jDwph  D«^  Bkkud  H.  Mr 
100,  Samael  UeKse,  Anthonr  Kew,  StepbeD  Oimrty. 
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John  Kandalph,  John  Roaue,  Dulel  SheSej,  John 
Sntth,  BDd  Tbomu  Wilnn. 

From  yorA  fortJiiM— Willi  i  Alston,  WEDIam 
Blukledga,  Tbomu  Bioont,  Wiin>iu  R.  Eiog,  Vm- 
tfaaiiiel  MaooD,  Jonph  PaanoD,  Israel  Pickeru,  and 
Bichard  SMnTord. 

/>tM>  SoM  airoJi'iu— William  Bntler,  Langdon 
Chavea,  Eliu  Earle,  William  Lowndsa,  Thomai 
MooTQ,  And  Dand  R.  Williama 

Fmm  Gavyu— Wmiam  V.  Bibb,  Bowdl  Colib, 
BcJling  Hall,  and  Georpi  M.  Troup. 

From  KfHtaely — Ueni?  Clay,  Jotepb  Deaha,  Kck- 
ard  U.  Johnaon,  Samua!  McKe«,  Anthonj  New,  and 
SMfJien  Onnab7. 

fVoB  7>iMfnat — Felix  Gnmdj,  and  John  Bhea. 

fnm  Oluo. — Jnemiafa  Manoir. 

From   iftnunfipi   T^rntorg — G«oiga    Foindaxter, 


^nat  Indiima  Terriary — Jonatban  Jemtlngi,  Dtt- 

And  a  qnoram,  oonristiag  of  &  mtjority  of  the 
whole  nnmber  of  HembeTB,  being  present,  the 
House  proceeded,  bj  ballot,  to  the  ohoioe  of  a 
Speaker;  and,  upon  ezamuuDg  the  ballots,  it 
appeared  that  Hinst  Cut,  one  of  the  Repre- 
•entatives  for  the  State  of  Kentnoky,  wat  dnly 
elected ;  Wherenpon, 

Mr.  CiAT  Tas  oondncted  to  the  Speaker's 
chair,  and  the  oath  to  support  the  OonstitntioD 
of  the  United  States,  as  presoribed  hj  the  act, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  r^nlate  the  tJme  and  man- 
ner of  admin  irteriDg  certain  oatlu,"  was  admin- 
istered to  him  bjr  Mr.  Findlit,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  State  of  PennsjlTania;  after  whiob, 
he  made  bis  B<:knoirledgmenta  to  the  Hoose, 
in  the  ftrilowing  words : 


eotning  to  the  •tation  which 
you  bare  done  me  tbe  honor  to  auign  me — an  honor 
for  which  ;oa  will  be  pleased  to  accept  aj  thanks — 
I  obcj  lathei  yoitr  commandi  than  ray  own  inclina- 
tion. I  am  tenaible  of  the  impatf«aitiiHU  which  I 
bring  along  with  me,  and  a  coaKioninm  of  these 
would  deter  me  from  attempting  a  disJiargg  of  the 
dotiea  of  the  Chair,  did  I  not  leljr,  oonfidentlf ,  upon 

Shonld  the  ran  and  delicate  occadou  present  it- 
wtK,  iriien  joat  Speaker  iball  be  called  vpon  to  check 
«r  oontrol  the  wandenngi  or  intempeianoe  in  debate, 
jroui  JQStioe  will,  I  hope,  aieribe  to  its  ioteipoeltioD 
the  modTea  only  of  pnblio  good  and  a  regaid  to  die 
dignity  of  the  Honsa.  And  in  all  Instance^  be  as- 
nired,  gentlemen,  tliat  I  diali,  with  iofioite  pteaaon, 
afford  svary  facili^  in  my  power  to  the  despatch  of 
pobllc  tFndnasa,  in  the  most  agreeable  Toanner.' 

The  oath  or  affirmation  to  support  the  Oon- 
■titntioQ  of  the  United  Statce  was  then  adminis- 
tered, by  the  Bpkxeu:,  to  all  the  other  members 
present. 

Gbobge  Poikdkxtsk,  and  Jorithik  Jbs- 
vnoa,  bariug  also  appeared,  uid  prodnced  their 
credentials  as  the  delegates  firom  the  Ussisuppi 
and  Indiana  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
tiw  oath  was  admini^ered  to  them  by  the 
Speaker. 

The  Honse  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  choice 
of  a  Clerk,  ana,  upon  examining  the  ballots,  it 
^^)eared  that  Patbiox  Uamudu  was  duly 


elected,  and  the  oath,  together  with  the  uath 
of  office,  administered  by  the  Speaker  to  the 
Clerk. 

Thoiub  DnNN  was  then  re.elected  Sergeant- 
Bt-Arms,  and  Teomas  CLAzrov,  Doorkeeper, 
withoot  oppoeitioQ.  Bbsjaxix  Buboh  was  also 
chosen  A^lstant  Doorkeeper. 

The  nsool  meeeages  were  interchanged  with 
the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  their  being  foimed 
and  ready  to  proaeed  to  bnsineas. 

Mr.  UiTOBiLL  and  Hr.  Pitkin  were  appointed 
a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Hoase,  jointly 
with  the  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  inform  him  that  a  qnoram  of  the 
two  Houses  is  oasemhled,  snd  ready  to  reoeivA 
any  communications  he  may  be  pleased  to  moke 
to  them. 

Ur.  Mttobill,  from  the  Joint  oommitt«e  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
Stat^  reported  that  the  committee  had  per- 
formed the  service  asdgned  to  them,  and  that 
the  Pr«ndent  answered,  that  he  would  make  a 
commnnicstion  to  Congress  to-morrow  at  twelve 

TcEBDAT,  Novembers. 

Several  other  membere,  to  wit,  Abvxb  La- 
OOGE,  ^m  PennsylTOnis ;  John  Bakkb,  from 
Virginia;  and  Bioeabd  Wtkn from  Sonth Caro- 
lina, appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  were 
qnalified,  and  took  their  seats. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Newton,  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  was  directed  to  procure  newspapers 
from  any  nnmber  of  offices  that  the  memDcrs 
may  elect,  provided  that  the  ezpenee  do  not 
exceed  the  amount  of  three  daily  papers. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Psesidiht 
OF  iHK  Unitbd  States,  by  Mr.  Edwa&o  Colu, 
his  Seiiretory,  who  delivered  the  same  and  with- 
drew. [For  which  see  Senate  proceedings  of 
this  date,  ants  page  401.] 

The  Message  bavins  been  read,  and  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  it  In  part,  an  a^Joormnent 
was  called  for,  fmd  carried, 

Wednbsdat,  November  6. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit :  Mishaoe  Fbauk* 
Loi,  from  North  Carolina,  and  John  C.  Cai.- 
Hocs,  from  Sonth  Carolina,  prodnced  tb^  cre- 
dentials, were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Tecbbdat,  Ifovember  1. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  Lkvuel  Sawtxb, 
fi^nn  North  Carolina,  appeared,  prodnced  bis 
credentials,  was  qnalifled,  and  took  his  seat. 

Fmdat,  November  8. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  Jobs  Sinzit,  fix>m 
Tennessee,  snpeareo,  produced  his  eredential^ 
was  qoalioea,  and  took  his  seat 
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UosiUT,  KoTember  11. 
Beveral  oHier  metn1>era,  to  wit:  Wnuui 
Vdobbt,  from  Mowacliosetts ;  Oaoses  0. 
UixwBU,  from  New  Jersey;  and  Peiup 
B.  KxT,  and  Philip  Stfuit,  from  Morylaiid, 
appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  wer*  qoali- 
fied,  and  took  their  Beats. 

T11S8D1.T,  November  18. 
Seleei  Cantmittee*. 

All  the  eeleot  committeea  which  were  thongbt 
necewary,  being  appointed,  it  was  determined 
that  the  Srst,  on  For«gn  Relatioiu,  shoold  oon- 
Bist  of  nine  membra ;  the  committee  on  the 
Spanish  eoloniee  and  Sttrj  coneenn,  to  ooosUt 
of  seven  membera ;  and  tboae  oa  mlna&otDTing 
cannon  and  Indian  a&ira,  to  oondst  of  five 
members. 

The  resolntioiis,  as  amended,  are  in  the  fd- 
lowine  words: 

1.  Setohei,  That  so  nraob  of  the  Preradent'a 
Meafwge  as  relates  to  the  sabject  of  our  foreign 
relations,  be  referred  to  a  eeleot  oomnuttae. 

2.  KemVuad^  That  so  much  of  the  President's 
Heeaage  ae  rela1«a  to  filling  the  ranks  and  pro- 
longing the  enliotmenta  m  the  regular  troi^ia, 
and  to  an  anziliar;  force:  to  the  aooeptanoe  of 
Tolnnteer  corps ;  to  detaohmenia  of  militia,  and 
to  snch  a  preparatioD  of  the  great  bodj  as  will 
proportion  its  Qsefolness  to  its  intrinric  capacily, 
DC  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

8.  Setohmd,  That  those  parts  of  the  Ueesoge 
of  the  President  which  relates  to  the  Navd 
force  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  defence 
of  onr  maritime  frontier,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

4.  Baohti^  That  so  mnch  of  the  Frendent's 
Message  as  relates  to  the  revenue  and  the  pro- 
Tiaions  necesearv  for  the  serrioe  of  the  etuniiig 

SiBT,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
eans. 

6.  BtMlmti,  That  so  mnch  of  the  President's 
lleeaage  as  relatea  to  the  evadon  and  infraotJMi 
of  onr  commerdal  laws,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Mann&ctnres. 

6.  Betel/Bad,  That  so  much  of  the  Prendent's 
Message  as  relates  to  foreign  trading  licenses, 
and  to  the  protection  of  manofaotnreH  and  navi- 
gation, be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Oom- 
meroe  and  Maanfactnres. 

7.  Boohed,  That  so  mnch  of  the  Freddant's 
Message  as  relates  to  the  Spanish  American 
colonies,  be  referred  to  a  select  oommittee. 

8.  Setohed,  That  so  mnch  of  the  said  Message 
as  relates  to  the  mann&ctnre  (rf  cannon  and 
small  arni^  and  the  providing  munitions  of  war, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

9.  Saohed,  That  so  mooh  of  the  sud  Message 
as  relates  to  Indian  affiiira,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee, 

Mr.  Porte^  Mr.  Calhonn,  Mr.  Gnmd^gHr. 
Bmilie,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr,  &ej, 
Mr.  Desha,  and  Mr.  B^ver.  were  appointed  the 
committee  on  the  first  re«olntion. 

Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Maoon,  Mr. 
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Nelson,  Mr.  Stow,  Mr.  Maxwell,  and  IfrTm 
madge,  were  appointed  the  oommittee  on  the 
second  rcAolntion. 

Mr.  Chevee,  Mr.  Newton^  lb.  Uhur,  Hi. 
Qninoy,  Mr.  Cooke,  Mr.  McEim,  and  Mr.  F^ 
were  appointed  the  oraunittee  on  the  third  ns- 
olotion. 

Mr.  UtchilLMr.  Bibb,  Mr.  Blaeklcdge,  Mr. 
Taggart,  Mr.  ChampKW,  Mr.  Bntler,  sod  Vr. 
Shaw,  were  appointed  the  oommittee  en  tb 
seventh  reeolation. 

Mr.  Seybert,  Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Goodwifn,  ]fr. 
Tracjj  and  Mr.  Storges,  were  appoisled  the 
committee  on  the  eighth  resolation. 

Mr.  McEe&  Mr.  Sevier,  Mr.  Morrow  Hl 
Shelfej',  and  Mr.  Brown,  were  appointea  tin 
oommittee  on  the  ninth  resolntion.  . 

And  then,  on  motion  the  Honse  a^omud 
nntil  to-morrow. 


WxomaDAT,  November  13. 
Anotho'  member,  to  wit,  Thoius  Gbouoi, 
ttom  Virginia,  appeared,  produced  hia  er«ds- 
tial^  was  qnaufied,  and  took  hia  seat. 


thew  Lyon,  of  KentncW,  stating  that,  whilst » 
member  of  the  Eonse  of  KepresentattvfBoftlit 
United  States,  from  the  State  of  Termont,  be 
was  ill^sUy  tried  and  found  smltj,  cinder  t 
charge  of  sedition,  and  fined  tLe  sum  ti  oae 
thousand  dollars,  and  imprisoned  twelve  mootb^ 
and  praying  that  the  said  fine  Buy  be  lepiicl, 
with  interest,  tc^ther  with  Ids  pay  as  a  dkid- 
ber  of  CongresH,  which  was  withhdd  during  lua 


The  petition  being  read, 

Mr.  Mbw  moved  that  it  be  referred,  with  &» 
accompanying  docomenta,  to  the  CommittM  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Buffitrr  was  opposed  to  this  rtkreaet. 
11  the  petitioner  had  any  claim  opon  the  United 
States,  it  must  be  on  the  ground  that  the  h.w 
nnder  which  be  was  convicted  was  uuctHistitii- 
tional.  A  cMm  of  this  kind  conid  not  Ik  n- 
oogniKdhythatoomouttee.  He  thoo^t,  there- 
fore, it  would  be  more  proper  to  rrfw  ti" 
petition  to  a  select  oommittee.  This  was  ds- 
uraUe,  also,  from  the  consideration  that  tb« 
Committee  of  Claims  is  generally  overburdened 
with  bosinees. 

Mr.  Nxw  said,  it  having  been  repreeentefl  f* 
him  that  it  woold  be  most  proper  to  refer  the 

EUtion  to  a  select  oommittee,  he  wonld  so  ehug* 
i  motion. 

Mr,  Randolph  had  no  donbt  it  wwiM  » 
reooUect«d,  that  at  the  first  seasion  of  Con- 
gress nnder  the  sdministration  of  the  P'''*^' 
Iveudent,  the  seesion  ifbich  met  in  Hay,  iSm, 
a  committee  was  raised  '■»  inquire  whetnej 
any  and  what  prosecntjona  had  been  institnlw 
before  the  eonrts  of  the  United.States  for  libde 
at  ocmmon  law,  and  to  report  such  {mnnon 
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M  in  their  opinion  may  be  seoesmi7  Sxe  seonr- 
ing  the  freedom  of  flpeeoli  and  of  the  pren." 
OMignsB  adjoamed  after  a  short  sesiou  in 
Jnne.  The  churmui  of  that  committee  was 
directed  to  addreea  letters  to  the  clerks  of  the 
HTeral  ooorts  in  which  each  proeecutions  bad 
<d.  To  some  of  these  letters 
e  reoeiTed  after  the  a^Jouniment. 
These  Answers  received  in  the  reoess  (all  ei- 
oept  one,  which  the  chalrnian  had  found  amon^ 
his  private  papers  sinoe  the  meeting  of  the 
present  sewion)  were  transmitted  to  the  clerk 
rf  this  Honse,  in  whose  possessiMi  it  is  pis' 
stoned  they  now  are.  Tha  chairman  of  that 
MFinmitta^  at  the  two  sncoeeding  session^  was, 
by  the  visitation  of  Ood,  and  from  oiroom- 
Btanoes  withont  his  eontrol,  fbr  the  firet  time 
rinoe  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor, 
prevented  from  attending  to  his  duty  till  the 
seasons  had  OMiuderably  advanced ,- otherwise 
he  woidd  bare  felt  It  obligatory  on  him  to  have 
called  the  attcotioD  of  Congress  to  this  subject. 
ItwM  his  intention,  at  &a  presuit  Heesion, 
without  knowing  any  thing  of  thispetition,  to 
have  colled  the  attenlitH)  of  the  Honse  to  it, 
amongst  others,  at  an  early  day.  He  thought 
it  behooved  this  Hoom,  sb  the  gaardiau  of  the 
public  pnne  and  pobKo  weal,  to  take  care  that 
the  sb^un  of  public  justice  bo  Ttreeerred  pure 
and  free  from  pollotion ;  and  wnether  persons 
have  suffered  by  prosecutions  under  the  sedition 
law,  M  nnder  the  common  law  of  En^and — not 
theoommonlaw  of  the  United  States,  as  modified 
by  the  laws  of  the  United  Btates  in  their  cor- 
pcffate  ospacity — he  was  for  affording  them 
reliel  Be  vrished  to  see  if  any  of  onr  citiz^is 
bad  reCMved  ii^ury  from  proseoutjons  of  this 
kind ;  and,  if  they  had  to  redress  the  wrong  by 
■Dcfa  a  prospective  measure  as  m^  prevent  a 
recDirenoe  of  mmilar  mischief. 

It  wenu  idle,  said  Mr.  R.,  for  any  man  to  un- 
dertake, by  statute,  to  do  that  which  the  great 
charter  of  our  confederation  has  endeavored 
to  do  in  VMU,  It  is,  it  appears,  impossible  to 
prevent  men,  heated  by  party,  and  seeking  only 
the  gratifioMiOQ  of  their  own  passiona,  from 
trampling  in  the  dust  the  charter  which  we 
have  Bwom  to  support ;  for  though  our  consti- 
tntioa  haa  laid,  in  tne  broadest  terms  which  our 
hiwnage  knows,  that  the  freedom  of  speech 
and  of  the  press  shall  not  be  abridged,  men 
hare  been  found  so  lost  t«  all  sense  of  their 
oonntry's  good,  as  to  pass  the  act,  commonly 
called  the  sedition  act,  and  to  send  out  onr 
judges  to  dispense,  not  law,  hut  politics  from 
tJie  bench.    It  wonld  seem  idle  to  attempt  to 

Krent,  bystatutoryprovirionB,  similar  abuses. 
;  thoogh,  formed  as  we  are,  we  cannot  attain 
perfection,  we  ought,  fn  imitatdou  of  a  divine 
azample,  to  attire  to  it,  and  endeavor  to  pre- 
serve in  parity  the  great  Hagna  Oharta  t^  our 

This  aaUect,  Ur.  B.  said,  might  appear  friv- 
doas  U>  otners.  He  knew  that  men,  intent  on 
wnWf  things,  with  their  snonta  grovelling  in 
Ow  mild,  who  hold  every  thing  but  sordid  ptU, 


and  still  more  disgraoefol  office,  as  dross  and 
dust,  wonld  not  think  it  worth  while  to  attend 
to  things  of  this  kind.  Nor  did  he  wish  to  set 
himself  up  for  a  political  Pharisee,  and  thank 
God  that  he  was  not  as  other  men  are. 

Ur.  H.  moved  to  amend  the  reference,  by 
adding  to  it  the  following : 

"  With  iuitrnations  to  ingnira  whether  any,  and 
what,  prOHCatioDS  have  been  inftitnted  before  the 
oonitt  oT  the  United  8t>te«  lor  libela,  under  the  gedi- 
tioD  law  or  &e  ooraman  law,  and  by  what  anthoritf ; 
and  to  make  mch  proviaoiie  a>  tbef  maydeamiiVCTi- 
■uy  for  wonting  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  die 

lir.  B.  hoped  this  amendment  would  be 
agreed  to ;  for,  said  he,  it  is  evident  that  when 
we  came  into  power,  when  we  snoceeded  to  our 
predecessors,  proper  measores  were  not  taken 
for  pnritying  the  violent  temper  of  the  day — 
for  preventing  the  cecnrrence  of  prosecutions 
of  this  kiod.  Ho  recolleotod  having  heard,  at 
the  close  of  the  administration  of  the  second 
Prudent  of  the  United  States,  one  of  the  most 
beantifbl  pieces  of  declamation,  from  a  gentle- 
man from  South  Oarollna,  which  he  had  ever 
heard,  in  which  he  ooqjnred  the  Honse  to  re- 
enaot  the  sedition  act,  beoaoae,  said  he,  we  are 
about  to  surrender  the  Government  into  the 
hands  of  men  in  whom  we  have  no  confidence, 
and  I  wish  to  retain  this  law  as  our  shelter,  be- 
cause, by  thisj  if  we  are  prosecuted  for  a  libeL 
we  can  give  toe  troth  in  evidence.  Mr.  R.  said 
ha  listened  to  the  gentleman,  hut  he  thought  be 
was  taking  for  talBng's  sake.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  himself  believed  a  word  of  what  he 
Boid.  Ifr.  B.  did  not  snppose  that  aprosecattou 
at  common  law,  for  a  libel,  oonld  take  place  un- 
der a  republican  administration.  He  thought 
the  gentleman  was  making  the  best  apology  he 
could  for  the  sedition  law,  and  that  he  was  glad 
to  find  himself  in  a  minority  on  hia  motion  fbr 
continuing  it.  Bat,  said  he,  experience  teach- 
eth.  I  find  it  possible  even  for  the  Pharitiees 
themselvee  sometimes  to  slide,  sometimes  to 
fall.  He  tbonght  it  due  to  our  oonntry,  and  to 
oureelvee,  that  whatever  abus«e  exist,  without 
stopping  to  inquire  whether  the  sufferer  he  a 
Oatholio  or  a  Protestant,  a  Federalist,  a  Dem- 
ocrat, or  a  mon&rchyman,  to  redress  the  wrong. 
What  would  be  said  in  a  court  of  Justice  in  a 
case  of  murder )  It  -would  not  be  thought 
worth  while  to  inquire  what  was  the  offender's 
politice,  or  whether  honest  or  tha  contrary. 
He  considered  honeet  men  as  of  right  politics. 
It  onfbrtnnately  happens,  said  he,  that  aome 
men  make  up  in  ceal  what  they  know  them- 
selves to  be  deficient  in  honor  and  honesty. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to  and  the  peti- 
tion referred  to  a  committee  of  seven,  eondsting 
of  Mr.  NiWjMr.  Bajidoli%  Mr.  Wbioht,  Mr. 
Tbocp,  Mr.  WmTBEiLL,  Mr.  MoexLY,  and  Mr. 


Thubsdat,  Novemb^  14. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  Jobn  Oloftov, 
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from  Vir^iiiA,  appeared,  prodniwd  hU  creden- 
tials, wu  qnaMed,  and  took  his  hsL 

FUDAT,  Korember  16. 
/fuJion  Jffain, 

Ur.  RoiA  proposed  the  foUowinf;  remlntion 
for  adoption : 

"  JietBlted,  Thkt  Ae  CommiltM  on  lodiwi  AKun 
be  initnictod  to  inquire  iolo  the  sxpediency  of  ezHnil- 
ing  the  Uiri  oT  the  United  State*  orer  thaae  puti  of 
the  State*  and  Terntoriu  of  the  Coited  Statu,  to 
which  the  lodiui  ^tle  it  not  eiliiigiiiBhed,  ia  inch 
mauBSr  u  th&t  all  while  permu  nsidiiig  within  aoj 
of  the  said  parti  of  the  United  StaWa^aj  ud  ihall 
be  liable  to  the  i^ralion  of  those  lawa." 

Mr.  B.  Added,  that  if  the  petidoiu  which  bad 
thia  morning  been  preeented  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  liad  been  read,  the  neoe»- 
■ity  of  taking  some  measnre  dmilar  to  the  one 
'whLoh  he  proposed,  woold  have  been  evident 
to  every  member  of  the  House,  as  the  Indian 
oonntriee  are  become  an  asylnm  for  penwts 
gnilty  of  everj  eaonnit;. 

Ur.  PioEBHB  stated,  that  if  anj  doubt  existed 
as  l«  the  propriety  of  pasdng  this  reaotntion, 
be  would  oaU  for  the  reading  (^  tte  petitioos 
which  he  had  presented. 

Ur.  WuoDT  bad  some  donbta  whether  the 
laws  of  the  United  Statee  did  not  at  present  ex- 
tend to  cases  of  this  kind,  and  wished  the  res- 
olnnon  to  lie  on  the  table  nntil  the  sntgeot  oonld 
be  looked  into. 

Ur.  BtBB  atii,  a  case  had  lately  oconrred  in 
the  Stale  of  Georgia,  which  showed  the  neoes- 
sity  of  some  farther  provisi<m  on  thie  snbject, 
A  mnrder  of  &  most  atrocious  kind  had  been 
oommitted  within  the  Indian  oonntry ;  the  par- 
ties were  taken  near  the  spot,  and  broogbt  be- 
fore the  federal  anthority  in  Georgia ;  and  npon 
a  qneetioD  of  jQrisdiotion,  the  jndges  decided 
that  the  ooort  bad  no  anthorLtj  in  the  case. 
In  a  nmilar  instaiLce,  the  offenders  were  brought 
before  the  State  anthoritiee,  which  determined 
in  tbe  same  way,  and  the  offenders,  of  oonise^ 
were  in  both  cases  discharged. 

Ur.  Qbuitdt  was  of  opinion  that  the  United 
States  conrta  hod,  at  present,  complete  inrisdic- 
tion  of  all  criminal  cases  which  might  arise 
within  the  Indian  bonndary,  the  case  dted  by 
tiie  gentiemoD  trom  Georgia  notwithstanding ; 
but  be  Bsppoied  tbe  ol^eot  of  this  reeolation 
was  to  SDppIy  the  detects  of  tbe  law  at  present 
in  civil  cases. 

Ur.  PoiHDsxTEB  had  no  donbt  bnt  the  oonrts 
of  the  United  States  hod  jurisdiction  of  crimi- 
nal  offences,  committed  within  the  lodiui  bonn- 
dary. Oongrese,  at  their  first  sesoioD,  mode 
provision  for  the  piuiishiaent  of  onenden 
charged  with  murder,  piracy,  dtc,  committed 
<m  the  high  seas  or  without  the  territory  oi  the 
United  States.  But  the  difficulty  suggested  by 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  existed.  Per- 
sons who  have  committed  petty  offences  and 
debtors  go  over  to  Oie  Indian  territory,  where 


[lIonMna,UU 

the  low  cannot   reocli    them.     He  donbtti 
whether  the  reeolntioD  was  calcnlated  to  tttob 
thia  obieot,  and  tber^ore  wiahedittoHeealbe 
table  that  it  might  be  ameDded. 
Ur.  RHxa  hoped  he  might  be  pertiiittcd  to 

iidg«  for  himsdf  whether  the  resolntion  whiek 
e  bad  offbredwas  oaloolated  to  aooempjiihth 
oljject  wUeb  ba  bod  in  view.  Hta  ci^le^H 
hod  intimated  that  tbe  laws,  at  preaeot,  eitod 
to  oriminol  (diancea,  tltoogh  uie  geotknu 
from  Georria  bod  slated  a  case  in  wbicfa  lb 
Judges  badaetenniited  otherwise.  Thiaahoni 
at  least,  that  the  law  wonts  revinon,  net  nlf 
with  reelect  to  criminal,  bat  dvil  toaitm.  fit 
had  drawn  the  resolution  in  the  moM  gcacnl 

Ur.  Bibb  eoirid  n 
f  the  Federal  Com  , 
oonld  have  decided  as  they  did  with  tbeiir 
which  had  been  reforred  1«  before  them.  Po- 
bapa  it  might  have  arisen  frvm  a  danse  <rf  tha 
oonstitntioo,  which  directs  that  jnrors  ebsUbo 
drawn  from  the  district  where  tbe  eHfoiMS  ii 
committed. 
Tbe  reaoIntioD  was  laid  on  the  taUe. 

Sfomtttie  Xattaftteturtt. 

Ur.  BHxa  called  up  for  cmiridtfstiMi  tiis 
reeolntion  wbieb  be  laid  opon  the  table  ]rHte^ 
day,  propoemg  on  additional  datj  on  eotnt 
hemp  and  flax. 

The  resolntion  waa  conudered,  and,  on  mo- 
tion, the  words"  and  cotton,"  were  added  te  i^ 
by  consent  of  tbe  mover. 

Ur.  Gbuhdt  observed,  that  several  detacbed 
resolutions  for  the  encooragement  of  dmoM^ 
monuiaotQres  had  been  offered  to  tbe  Hom 
He  wished  the  adoption  cf  n  propodtiOD  wbid 
ahonld  inolode  all  the  mann&otores  of  the  WMi*' 
try.  He  hoped  the  present  motioa  ui^  b 
on  tbe  table  for  a  few  di^s,  nntilsndiapnfo- 
^tjoa  oonld'  be  prepared.  It  is,  said  h^  id  ob- 
ject of  great  msgnitnde,  when  we  ooniider  die 
vast  fiorns  of  money  which  have  latelj  beeo 
vested  in  establiabnieutH of  this  kind;  sod  tha 
present  is  a  favorable  moment  for  adq)tiBg 
some  measarca  to  give  oar  mann&ctnreg  cona- 
tenanoe  and  snppert 

Ur.  Sua  codd  not  agree  to  the  propcstd 
postponement  He  ahonid  never  obuiu  hn 
object,  if  he  were  to  agree  to  one  pesUoM- 
ment  after  another.  His  ooUeagne  could,  tt 
any  time,  submit  his  proposition,  withoat  bii- 
dering  tbe  progress  of  the  one  he  hod  inb«dnMi 

After  some  conversation  as  to  tbe  prt^riMT 
of  disoassing  this  proposition  in  tbe  Hoose^  _ 

Tbe  Sfkaekb  decided,  that  though  there  is  a 
rule  of  the  Uoose  which  says  that  all  jatftA- 
tiona  for  laying  h  tax  shall  be  discoseod  inCott- 
nuttee  of  the  Whole;  this  resolution,  in  lua 
opinion,  did  not  come  within  that  role,  »'i 
was  merely  an  instmotion  to  a  commiltMtoiB' 
quire  into  tbe  expedient^  of  tayii^  on  addt- 
tioDoltox. 

The  moUon,  for  laying  the  pn^ositiM  (• 
tbe  table,  was  carried,  51  to  47. 
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[H.  or  B. 


Amtriean  Seamm, 
ICr.  MiXNOli  rose,  and  obaerved  there  was  no 
topte  more  iroportaut  than  the  prot«otioTi  of 
American  Beameii,  and  yet  he  beiieved  it  would 
be  acknowledged  b  j  all  who  hare  given  coneid- 
ention  to  the  inbject,  that  onr  laws  on  thia  snb- 
jertaremateriaUjdefectiTe.  The  object  of  these 
lawa  onght  to  b«  twofold ;  In  the  Brat  place,  for 
tbeprot«ction  of  6(ma,7!deAiiicrjCBn  citizens,  and 
Hocondly,  for  the  prevention  of  the  abnae  of  those 
protectione  bj  citizenB  of  other  countriea  not 
entitled  to  them.  It  will  be  recollected,  that 
the  act  for  relief  of  American  seamen  makes  it 
the  dntj  of  the  oolleotora  to  furnish  certificates 
of  citizendiip  in  the  manner  llierein  directed; 
bat,  owing  to  an  error  of  Congrese,  no  manner 


deemed  nfficient,  or  to  act  nnder  the  diieotiona 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory,  which,  in 
Tuoet  instancte,  is  an  nnsafe  way  of  proceeding. 
The  pensl  laws  of  the  United  States  provide  no 
pnniuuneDt  tot  the  crime  of  petjury  in  tbese 
easee.  A  recent  inMance,  Mr.  M.  said,  had  oo- 
eomd  in  the  district  which  be  represented. 
An  Italian,  not  twenty  da^s  in  the  conntry,  ap- 
peared before  a  notoi;  pablio,  olaimiiw  the 
rights  of  an  Ameri(»n  seaman.  He  made  the 
necesaary  oaths,  and  producod  a  sponsor  who 
aware  that  he  was  bom  in  Baltdmora.  The 
toDgne  of  the  man  detooted  the  fklsehood.  The 
collector,  with  that  attention  to  his  duty  for 
which  he  is  so  remarkable,  had  both  seaman 
and  aponaor  apprehended.  The  attorney  for 
the  district  looked  into  the  case,  and  fonnd  the 
crime  of  peijuy  to  be,  the  &lsely  taking  an 
oath  accmding  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States ;  bnt,  as  the  law  was  defective,  as  thave 
stated,  the  offence  was  not  peijuir.  The  At- 
tomey-Qeneral  confirtned  this  opinion.  The 
offenaers,  therefore,  escaped  punishment.  He 
b^eved  other  amendments  might  he  osefblly 
made  to  the  Jaw  on  this  subject.  He  concluded 
by  offhrinK  the  following  resolotion  for  adop- 
tion, whiid)  was  agreed  to: 

'  Raolttd,  That  a  oommictes  be  appointed 


to  the  protnjtion  of  Ameiicaii  Namen ;  and  that  the 

eommittea  bars  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  othenriie.* 

Mr.    UiLNos,  Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Visut,  Mr. 

BAaearr,  and  Mr.  Pirzia,  were  qipoiuted  the 


MoNDAT,  Kovember  IB 
Mcpenditurt  qf  Public  Money. 
tir.  RAinwLPH  asked  fbr  the  conalderatlon  of 
the  resolution  which  be  laid  on  the  table  aone 
daya  ago,  directing  the  qtpointment  of  a  oom- 
mittee  to  io^nire  into  the  eipenditnre  of  pnblio 
noitef ;  which,  being  agreed  to,  Mr.  R.  tnuted 
there  woald  be  so  dafferenee  of  opinion  as  to 
the  pnvrie^  of  agreeing  to  this  reaolntion. 
Bnt,  before  Uie  vote  was  ^en,  he  wotdd  state 
to  tiw  Hoose,  by  vaj  of  explanation,  the  reanlt 


of  a  former  inquiry.  At  the  first  season  of  the 
11th  Oongreaa,  a  report  of  a  committee  was 
made,  in  part,  on  thb  snbject.  [This  report  Mr. 
R.  read.  It  states  that,  owing  to  the  soortneaa 
of  th^Ms^on,  complete  information  on  the  sub- 
ject ooold  not  be  obtained.]  As  the  session 
lasted  bat  six  weeks,  the  committee  had  no 
reason  to  complain  that  the  information  re- 
quired waa  not  obtained.  An  expectation  was 
entert^ued  that  it  would  be  given  at  the  next 
sesrion.  Bnt  the  committee  have  reason  to 
complin  that  the  information  which  was  given 
was  altogether  different  from  that  whieh  waa 
asked.  This  was  repreaented  to  the  depart- 
menta,  end  a  more  satiafactory  report  waa  prom- 
ised at  the  ensuing  session.  Mr.  B.  said,  the 
oonrse  pnrsned  at  the  first  session,  under  the 
present  Preudeat,  had  been  the  same  which 
was  adopted  at  the  close  of  Mr.  Adams's  Ad- 
ministration. At  the  following  session  of  Oon- 
grees,  the  person  who  was  appointed  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  the  first  sesmon,  was  un- 
able to  attend ;  but  it  was  a  gratifioadon  to  him 
to  find,  that  the  snt^eot  was  taken  np  bv  an 
honorable  colleagne  of  his,  to  whom  the  State 
of  Vi^rinia  had  heen  more  than  once  indebted 
for  the  tnminoQs  reports  on  her  fiscal  conoeras ; 
bnt  nothing  was  effected.  To  show  how  differ- 
ent the  information  received  was,  from  that 
asked  for,  Mr.  B.  propoaed  to  read  a  short 
letter.  The  object  of  the  committee  wa&  to 
know  in  what  way  the  Parsers  of  the  Navy 
received  their  money,  and  what  was  the  amooot 
of  their  emoluments.  The  answer  they  received, 
stated  "  that  the  advances  made  to  Pursers  are 
by  warrants  drawn  on  the  Treasory,  eometimea 
by  Navy  agents,"  &e.  We  iaqnired,  said  he, 
what  were  their  emoluments,  other  than  thooe 
allowed  by  law  t  Answer :  "  they  arise  from  a 
certain  peroentags  npon  tlcpt  detailed  to  the 
seamen."  It  may  not  be  amiaa,  said  Mr.  B.,  to 
inform  country  gentlemen  that,  by  'l^p*,  are 
meant  Teadv-made  clothing,  &o.  It  was  acareely 
poaeible  to  have  given  a  more  evadve  answer. 
We  aidted,  What  were  the  emolnmraitsi  They 
answer,  "  a  certain  percentage  fixed  by  the  de- 
partment;" but  what  that  per  cent,  waa,  the 
committee  was  left  to  find  out  by  instinct.  It 
had  been  onderatood  that  large  earns  of  money 
wwe  advanced  to  tb«ee  Pursers,  who  laid  it  ont 
in  alopa,  which  they  retailed  to  the  seamen  at 
an  advance,  in  some  ioatancee,  of  twenty  per 
cent  I  This  was  a  &ot,  Mr.  B.  sud,  which 
ooght  to  be  locked  into.  It  was  easential  to 
the  reputation  of  the  Government,  essential  to 
its  hcwoT,  lndiq>ensable  to  the  &ir  &m«  of  thoae 
who  admbditer  the  ffnanoea  of  the  United 
States,  that  abnses,  snob  as  these,  shonld  be 

g'obed  to  the  qni^  to  show  to  the  world  that, 
we  cannot  govern  the  great  beasts,  the  mam- 
moths of  the  forest,  we  can,  at  least,  poiBon  the 
rat*.  And  whose  money,  aaked  Mr.  B.,  Is  thist 
It  is  the  people's  mcmey ;  it  comes  from  the 
pockets  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
When  he  apoke  of  this  abnse  of  pnblie  mcmey, 
he  wlahed  no  gentleman  to  ondentand  hhn  aa 
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sidered  them  all  as  of  one  descriptioa  of  people ; 
sod  it  was  not  leM  necweary  to  ^«rd  against 
abnaee  in  a  cohdUt  where  the  Prendent  is 
elected  by  the  people,  tliau  in  a  eooatrj  where 
he  is  put  over  them.  He  wonld  dare  to  ques- 
tion Uie  infaJlibilit;  of  all,  and  look  upon  all 
with  jealooay  and  distrust  He  wished  not, 
however,  to  u  charged  with  tiiat  mistaken  op- 
position to  the  GoTemment,  whidi  determines 
to  exhibit  abuses  for  the  Bak« at  doiDKBO ;  or 
with  ahatting  his  eyes  to  the  abnaeeof  Tlonui, 
while  thej  are  open  to  the  abnsea  of  John.  Ur. 
R.  sdd  be  had  no  interest  diatinct  from  the  in- 
terest of  his  oomiby.  With  respect  to  princes 
and  potentates,  the  only  faror  he  had  to  aak  of 
them  was,  that  they  would  keep  their  hands 
oat  of  his  pocket  and  off  hia  person,  and,  to  nse 
a  homely  phraa^  "  if  they  woold  let  bj^n  alone, 
he  would  let  them  sloneL" 

Under  these  rarcnmstanoea,  Mr.  R.  aaked  the 
Eonse  if  it  were  not  neoenary  for  a  committee 
to  be  appointed  to  probe  into  this  bnanesst 
He  wished  to  statA  before  he  sat  down,  that  he 
had  learnt,  soon  after  the  present  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  came  into  offlcs^  the  percentage  of 
the  Parsers  was  rednoed  frim  twenty  to  fonr  or 
five  per  cent. 

The  resolntion  was  nnanimonsly  i^reed  to, 
and  a  committee  of  seTen  appointed,  u  follows : 
Uessrs.  Rabimlf^  Gold,  UoKim,  Bon^n, 
lOHHBOir,  Liv,  and  Widorbt. 

Tdudat,  NoTember  19. 
Territory  qf  LouMiana. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Rhea,  the  Hotme  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for 
the  KOvemmBot  of  the  Territory  of  Lonidana. 
The  hill  being  read  by  paragraphs,  Mr.  Pibr 
moved  to  strike  ont  the  words  in  the  fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  which  makee  it  necessary  for 
persons  to  be  inponeedon  of  a  freehold  to  have 
a  right  to  vote.  This  motion  was  om>osed  by 
Mr.  Rakdolph,  on  principle,  in  a  epeeoh  of  con- 
siderable lengUi,  in  which  be  advocated  the 
fre^old  qnalifioatlon  for  voters.  The  motion 
was  opposed  also  by  Hi.  Rhia,  as  nnnecessary 
for  the  attainment  of  the  mover's  object ;  as 
be  stated  the  qnalification  for  voters  was  two- 
fold—<me  was  Hie  pomeesion  of  a  freehold,  the 
other  a  reridenoe  of  a  year  previoos  to  the  time 
of  election. 

Mr.  PoiNDKrntB  made  a  motion,  which  su- 
perseded that  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont, 
to  strike  ont  all  that  part  of  the  section  which 
defined  the  qoalifleation  of  voters,  and  insert, 
"  every  frw  white  male  cititen  redding  in  the 
aaid  Territory,  who  shall  have  attuned  the  age 
'of  tweaty-one  years,  and  paid  a  taj." 

This  amendment  was  debated  till  the  nsnal 
Jjonr  of  adionmment,  when  the  committee  rose 
withoat  taking  the  qneetion,  and  obtuned  leave 
to  sit  again. 

This  debate,  thongh  protracted  to  conmder- 


bold  freehold  property,  or  to  suffer  ererj  mas 
to  possess  the  privilege  of  voting  who  in  a- 
rived  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  Aa  it 
ready  stated,  Mr.  Rasimlpb  took  the  Srri 
gromid,  and  introdaced  the  practice  of  Vi^nii 
to  show  that  it  was  attended  with  tti«  bat 
effects.  Ur.  Fibk,  Mr.  Wkisbt,  Mr.  Svui, 
and  Mr.  FoiiiDKrnm,  took  the  omodtc  ode  d 
the  question.  They  argued  that  ufb  and  tibotj 
are  saperior  to  property — that  Qiese  are  tow 
to  the  poor  man  than  all  the  property  iS  tbe 
rich.  Mr.  Weigbt  said,  that  the  State  of  Kn;- 
land  had  tried  the  property  qnalifiMtiixi  &r 
voting,  had  fband  It  attended  with  badeSM^ 
and  had  now  abandoned  iL  It  was  ftntcrij 
required  that  a  voter  shonld  be  posecned  a 
property  to  thevalne  of  thirty  ponnds;  mtW 
if  a  m»n  possessed  a  horse  of  that  value,  lis  m 
entitled  to  a  vote;  bnt  if  the  hone  hi^poad 
to  die  before  the  election,  be  lost  his  pnTik|i, 
which  was  placing  the  right  in  the  h^m  inAid 
of  the  mno.  A»  to  freehold  qoslificatiooa,  tti^ 
were  evaded  too  by  deeds  made  for  the  oeca- 
sioiL  which  were  ^tervards  cancelled. 

Mr.  Bandotj^  In  combating  the  [«inci[k 
of  mdversal  snffrago,  stud  that  it  wis  ImpoK- 
ble  for  the  gentleman  himself,  (allnding  to  Ur. 
SiOLiE,)  or  any  piping-hot  member  froca  ■  ittr- 
obin  ciob — for  any  disciple  of  Tim  Paitu  " 
of  Ute  JiesU — to  carry  this  prindple  of  equlity 
to  its  foU  eitent ;  for  even  ibey  must  exclude 
from  itaoperationminors  and  females.  Eeibo 
took  occasion  to  prononnc«  a  strong  pht^M 
against  foreigners  having  any  part  in  tbe  G«T- 
emment  Mr.  Shiue,  in  his  reply,  pud  > 
tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  PnH,ai 
aocowit  of  his  valaable  political  writings,  whid 
had  beeRConsidet«d  as  highly  serviceable  in  tin 
Bevolntiott,  and  which  wonld  always  be  te- 
teemed  wherever  the  right*  of  man  are  imda- 
sCood,  and  reminded  bim  of  die  foreigoen  who 
had  sssiBted  in  fighting  our  BevolotioDuy 
twttles.  Mr.  Randolib  justified  his  alhiaoD  Is 
Paine  ;  said  he  was  sorry  the  gentleman  hei 
not  recollected  his  "  Age  of  Reason,"  sa  ^ 
as  his  "  Rights  of  Man ;"  and  as  to  any  KTvicte 
which  be  rendered  by  bis  writings,  he  thoii^> 
little  of  them.  The  heroes  ei^^ed  in  tint 
great  cause  did  not  need  the  anittsnce  of  u 
English  itaymal^.  In  reply,  Ur.  EnaUM  nid, 
he  never  interfered  vrith  a  man's  religions  opn- 
a  J  that  was  a  private  concern,  which  1*1'^ 
een  Qod  and  a  man's  own  oonscieoce ;  ai 
to  tbe  profession  of  Pune,  that,  he  wf 
hended,  would  never  leesen  the  value  orhii 

wiitinge.  

WsDfmDAT,  November  30. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  AjWfflBAin  ■* 

Bktdb.  ft«m  North  Carolina,  appeand,  V^ 

dnced  his  credentials,  was  qnaliSed,  and  look  Ui 

seat. 

Tbtkbdat,  November  SI. 
Anoder  member,  to  wit,  Elbka  B.  PonKi 
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bota  Rhode  Island,  appeared,  prodaced  his  cre- 
doili^  wn  qtuMed,  ftnd  tooK  Mi  seat. 
Addititmal  Jhttia. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr,  Bhba,  the  Honae  took  up 
tlx  consideration  the  reeolation  which  he  had 
flilMnitted  some  days  ago,  propoBing  to  instmot 
the  Comniittee  of  Commeroe  and  MamifaotareB 
to  inqoire  into  the  expediency  of  laying  an  ad- 
ditioDal  daty  on  coarse  luaniifaotnreB  of  hemp, 
flax,  and  cotton. 

Tba  resolntioa  prodooed  a  long  deanltory  de- 
bate, n-hichoccapiedtbeHonsethe  vholeofthe 
day,  frithont  coming  U>  any  deoialon  npon  it. 

Mr.  ^xAKFOBD,  on  the  groond  that  the  Oom- 
roittee  of  Commerce  and  Mann&ctorea  had  al- 
ready this  subject  ander  consideration,  moved 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  resolation. 

This  motion  was  negatived,  GS  to  46. 

Mr.  Krao  proposed  on  amendment.  He  ex- 
prewed  himself  Mendly  to  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Temiesaee,  and  to  the  en- 
oonragement  of  domestic  mukQ&ctnres  gener- 
ally. His  amendment  was  in  the  following 
words  r 


Kr.  K.  obseired,  that  tUa  waa  an  article  of 
general  coosamption,  anditemann&cture  ooght 
to  be  enoonraged ;  as  it  was  known  what  dirfi- 
ailtiee  this  oonutryhad  experienced,  and  might 
again  experience,  when  placed  in  a  titnation  in 
iriiich  a  sufficiency  of  salt  oonld  not  be  obtained. 
He  htwed,  thwefore,  his  amendment  would  be 


Mr.  SwuK  was  afraid  the  Hooae  waa  getting 
into  a  practice  that  wonld  prodnce  great  trouble 
and  coofmnon,  hj  departing  from  the  Dsnal  and 
settled  mode  of  procwdlng.  It  had  always  been 
deemed  irr^^nlar,  when  a  sobject  waa  commit- 
ted, to  bring  it  forward  in  the  House  before  the 
committee  nude  tta  r«»ort.  Look  at  oar  sitoa- 
tion,  aaid  he.  A  gentleman  proposes  a  tax  on 
mano&otniee  of  ootton,.  anotner  on  salt.  Every 
gentleman  has  his  favorite  manniaotDre  which 
be  wiahea  enconraged,  so  that  an  armful  of 
resolntioQB  will  be  thrown  into  the  hands  of 
this  committee.  Mr.  S.  said  he  was  ftiendly  to 
the  mann&ctnree  of  onr  connti^  and  was  will- 
ing to  give  them  every  aid ;  but  be  did  not 
wuib,  in  doing  this,  to  break  through  established 
mlea.  If  gentlemen  wonld  suapend  their  re- 
marks on  the  Bobject  nntil  the  Committee  of 
Commeroe  and  Mannlactaree  make  their  report, 
they  will  then  have  a  fair  opportunity  ot  de- 
livering their  sentiments  folly,  and  of  support- 
ing such  particular  manufactures  as  they  may 
deem  of  most  importance  to  the  country.  He 
hoped  that  neither  the  amendment  nor  the  res- 
olution woold  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Albtoit  oonsidered  the  gentleman  irom 
Penn^lvania  mistaken  as  to  the  role  and  prac- 
tice of  the  House.  If  the  doctrine  which  he 
Tnaintaiim  were  ooirect,  gentlemen  might  be 


defeated  in  effecting  the  otjeots  which  they  have 
in  view.  It  was  only  to  refer  a  subject  to  a 
committee;  and  if  amajority  of  that  committee 
were  nnfriondly,  and  either  failed  to  report,  or 
reported  iniraically,  the  friends  of  the  measure 
might  be  defeated,  though  there  were  a  m^ority 
in  the  House  in  its  fovor.  It  was  a  common 
practice,  Mr.  A.  said,  to  refer  a  subject  gener- 
ally to  a  committee,  and  afterwards  instruct 
them,  by  resdation,  as  to  partionlar  branches  of 
the  aubjecL 

Mr.  Nbwtos  (the  Ohairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manu&cturee)  said,  the  sub- 
ject of  mAnufaotures  waa  oonsidered  as  being 
Enerallj  before  them,  and  he  knew  it  to  be  the 
tention  of  the  committee  to  take  up  the 
matter  comprehensively ;  and  If  anygentTeman 
shall  think  proper  to  give  them  information  re- 
specting any  partiomar  manubotore,  either 
orally  or  m  writing,  they  will  be  glad  to  receive 
it,  Mr.  iN".  thought  the  gentleman  irom  North 
Carolina  (Mr.  Alston)  waa  mistaken,  when  be 
sidd  that  a  committee  had  the  power  of  defeat- 
ing the  purpoeea  of  members ;  becaose,  when> 
ever  a  report  was  made,  it  was  in  the  power  of 
i^ority  of  the  Honse  to  amend  it,  and  make 


offered  by  the  gentieman  from  North  Carolina, 
(Mr.  £ina,)  and  thanked  him  for  brining  it 
forward.  Some  of  bis  constituents,  men  who 
lived  on  the  sandbanks  of  the  country,  were 
deeply  interested  in  the  mannfaotnre  of  salt, 
and  had  been  nearly  mined  by  the  repeal  of  the 
duty  on  that  article.  He  was  friendly  to  a  duty 
on  salt,  as  it  was  more  eqnal  and  leas  fek  in  the 
payment  thao  any  other  and  he  had  always 
thought  it  strange  that  the  duty  had  been  re- 
pealed. 

Mr.  MiOOB  thon^t  the  proposition  to  tax 
this  necessary  of  life,  at  a  time  when  it  is  prob- 
able we  may  find  a  diffionlly  in  procuring  it 
in  snfficient  quantity,  was  very  ill-timed.  The 
repeal  of  this  dnty  had  been  called  strange.  He 
thought  it  would  have  been  more  strange  had 
Congress  continued  the  dnty  when  the  Treasury 
was  not  in  need  of  the  money  arising  from  it. 
If  there  was  anv  thing  strange  in  the  business, 
it  was  that  there  should  have  been  any  opposi- 
tion to  the  repeal.  Mr.  M.  agreed  witii  the  re- 
mark made  by  a  gentieman  from  Uassachuaetta 
some  days  ago,  that  toxea,  to  be  just,  ought  to 
be  equal.  Would  a  tax  on  salt,  he  asked,  be 
equal  t  It  certainly  would  not.  People  on  the 
seacoaat  would  not  feel  it.  Their  cattle  would 
refuse  it,  if  given  to  them.  The  interior  of  the 
country,  the  people  from  East  to  West,  would 
have  to  bear  the  weight  of  this  tax.  Bat  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  says  the  repeal- 
ing of  this  duty  mined  his  ccnstituents,  who 
live  on  the  Bandbanka  of  the  country.  He 
wonld  not  consent,  however,  to  tax  the  people 
of  his  part  of  the  country,  living  on  sandhilla, 
to  snpport  that  gentleman's  sandbank  constitu- 
enta. 

But  this  du^,  it  is  sidd,  is  to  be  lud  to  ea- 
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conra^  maDD&otorefl.  WliytliU  great  crjabont 
domestio  manafaotDrw  I  He  thought  thef  had 
already  BufBcient  enconragemeot  froni  the  pres- 
ent sitaation  of  thioKS.  The  Preudeat  had 
recommeiided  the  enlject  to  the  conaideration 
of  the  Hou!«,  and  he  bad  no  doabt  the  conj- 
mittee,  to  whom  it  had  been  referred,  woold  do 
what  is  proper  on  the  subject.  Mr.  H.  wished 
to  know  ioT  what  pnrpoee  this  additional  dntj 
ia  wanl«d.  I(  said  he,  it  be  wanted  for  going 
to  war,  let  oa  know  it  For  his  part,  he  had 
heard  bo  much  abont  war  formerly,  that  he 
livdly  thought  we  ahoiild  get  at  it  now. 

Mr.  U.  said  on  a  former  occasion,  when  the 
country  was  in  a  aituation  something  like  the 
present  a  gentleman  fh>m  Virginia  vas  so 
alarmed  leat  ealt  snfficient  cooJd  not  be  had, 
that  he  proposed  a  bounty  on  Its  importation. 
■What,  8«jd  ilr.  M.,  will  be  the  effect  oi  a  propo- 
aitioD  for  taxing  salt  in  the  country!  lie  had 
no  donbt  that,  in  the  Soathem  States,  it  would 
immediately  raise  the  price  of  the  article  at 
Petersburg  aud  Fayetteville.  On  t^ia  account, 
he  hoped,  if  the  House  did  not  mean  to  lay  a 
tax  on  salt,  that  the  proposition  woold  be  im- 
mediately discarded.  For  himself,  ha  would 
sooner  consent  to  a  land  or  poll  tax  than  a 
tax  on  salt 

Ur.  SiHUE  moved  a  postponement  of  the  reao- 
IntioD  until  the  firat  Monday  in  Febraary  next 

This  motion  was  debated  at  some  length. 
Some  who  wished  fo  vote  for  it,  wished  the 
propoaitioD  for  a  tax  on  salt  to  be  disconnected 
>Tith  the  original  proposition. 

Fbidaz,  November  23. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  Edwin  Qrai,  from 
Virginia,  appeared,        '       '  "  ■     ■  ■  ■ 

was  qualified,  and  to 

Apportionment  nf  S^iretentatitet. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Wliole,  on 
tlie  bill  for  apportioning  the  RepreeentatiTefl 
among  the  several  States,  according  to  the  third 


filling  the  blanks  occnrred.    The 

relation  to  the  nnmber  of  inhabitant  for  each 
Bepreeentative ;  vfhen 

Mr.  Dawson  observed,  that  he  was  instmcted 
by  the  committee  who  directed  him  to  report 
this  bill,  to  propose  filling  the  blank  witli  the 
words /(W(j  thoutand;  bat  he  should  himself 
vote  against  filling  the  blank  with  this  number, 
because  it  would  deprive  the  State  of  Rhode 
laUnd  of  one-hslf  of  her  present  Repreeenta- 
tives ;  it  would  deprive  Counecticnt  and  Mary- 
land each  of  one  member,  and  Virginia  of  two. 
He  should,  therefore,  be  in  favor  of  filling  the 
blank  witli  87,000,  as  this  number  would  not 
deprive  any  State  of  a  Representative,  and  it 
would  only  increase  the  present  number  of 
Representatives  ftom  143  to  180. 

Mr,  Dawsoh  then  moved,  that  the  said  blank 
be  filled  wiUt  tbe  words  "fhirty-ieven  thou- 


sand;"  and  the  question  tb«reon  being  tak«t,  wm 
reootved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  102,  nays  IS. 

Mr.  BtwsoH  moved  to  fill  ftie  other  blanks  n 
Qie  bill,  as  follows :  New  Hampshire,  five  mai>- 
bets;  Masaachusette,  eighteen;  Vermont,  five; 
Rhode  Island,  two ;  Connedicnt,  seven ;  New 
York,  twenty-five ;  New  Jersey,  six ;  Penis^l- 
vania,  twenty-one ;  Delaware,  one ;  Uaryland, 
nine ;  Vindnia,  twentj-two ;  NorUi  Cart^in^ 
thirteen ;  Bonth  Carolina,  nine ;  Georgia,  £ve; 
Kentnckv,  ten ;  Ohio,  six;  and  Tennessee,  di. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engroesed  fbr  a 
third  reading,  and  the  House  a^jo^u^c^- 

MoiniAT,  December  S. 
JoBir  TAuaraHBO,  who  has  been  declared  tn- 
titled  to  a  seat  in  this  Honse,  as  ane  of  the 
members  for  Virginia,  in  the  place  of  John  P. 
Eungerford,  who  has  been  declared  not  entiM 
to  a  seat  in  this  Honse^  appeared,  was  qoalified, 
and  took  his  seat 

Fbidat,  December  «. 

Mr.  Ekott  presented  a  petition  of  Harrisoi 
and  Lewis,  of  the  oity  of  New  York,  roerchant^ 
Dniying  permission  to  import  from  the  Sritish 
West  Inaia  Islands,  goodsto  the  amoont  of  debts 
OwinR  to  them  by  certain  inhabitants  in  said 
ialanoa. — Referred  to  tJie  Committee  of  Ccan- 
merce  and  Manufaotnres. 

Mr.  Smiub  presented  a  memorial  of  tbe  Pres- 
ident and  Managers  of  tlie  Union  Caoal  Com- 
pany of  Pennsylvania,  jvaying  tbe  aid  and 
patronage  of  the  General  Govenmient  in  aocota- 
piishlng  the  extennve  and  nsefU  works  in  which 
they  are  engaged  J  which  was  read,  and  refemd 
to  a  select  committee. 

Messrs.  Smui,  Ridoilt,  Rixooold,  Baee^ 
and  BuEKOKXB,  were  enpointed  the  committee. 

A  meesage  from  uie  Senate  infonned  tlte 
HoDse  that  the  Senate  intitt  on  their  ammd- 
ments,  disagreed  to  by  thb  House,  to  the  bill "  fiir 
the  ^portimmoit  of  Representatives  amoiig 
the  several  States  according  to  the  third  enome- 
ration ;"  agree  to  the  proposed  oonference,  and 
have  ^ppranted  managers  on  their  part  at  tbe  i 
same. 

Ibreign  Eehtticru. 

The  House  rwolved  Itself  into 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  whicli 
Committee  of  the  Whole  was  committed  there- 
port  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  KelatitHii, 
made  some  days  ago. 

The  report  having  been  read- 
Mr.  PosTBX  said  that  the  House  were  prob- 
ably expecting  f^om  the  Committee  of  Forngn 
Relatians  some  explanations  of  their  views  iu 
reporting  the  reeolutions  now  under  conddetar 
tion,  in  addition  to  the  general  ezpoeition  ai 
them  contained  in  the  report  itself.  The  com- 
mittee themselves  feic  that  each  explanalioos 
were  due,  inasmuch  as  they  had  only  reported  in 
part  *^^  had  intimated  theiriutention  to  follow 
up  these  resolutions,  should  they  be  adopted,  by 
the  reconunendatliKi  of  ulterior  r  
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The  committee,  Mr.  P.  udd,  after  examiiiing 
the  TkrioDfl  dooumeata«ooompaD7iiig  the  Ptm- 
ident's  Ueauge,  were  MtUfleo,  a«  he  preaomed 
every  member  of  the  Honse  was,  that  all  hope* 
of  occommodaliDg  our  differetioea  witli  Great 
Britain  bj  iiw>tiatioa  mtut  be  abandooed. 
Wbea  the;  looked  at  the  corre^KHideDce  be- 
tween the  two  GovemmeDts;  when  they  ob- 
served the  miserable  shlits  and  evasions  (for 
tbej  were  aadtled  to  no  better  appeUatioii)  to 
which  Great  Britain  resorted  to  excose  the  vio- 
lAtJons  of  onr  maritime  rights,  it  wu  impoggible 
not  to  perceive  that  her  conduct  towards  os 
waa  not  regulated  even  by  her  own  sense  of 
Jnadce,  bnt  solely  by  a  regard  to  the  probable 
extent  of  our  forbearance.  The  last.mz  years 
bad  been  marked  hy  a  series  of  orogreesire  en- 
croachments on  oar  rights ;  ana  the  principles 
hy  whiob  she  pnhlidy  npheld  her  aggressions, 
were  as  mntable  as  her  conduct.  We  had  seen 
her  one  year  adrandng  doctrines,  which  the 
year  before  she  bod  reprobated.  He  had  seen 
her  one  day  capturing  our  vessels  under  pretexts, 
which  on  the  preceding  day  she  would  liave  been 
•shamed  or  alraid  to  avow.  Indeed,  said  Ur. 
P.,  she  seems  to  have  been  constantly  and  oare- 
folly  feeling  our  pulse,  to  ascertain  what  potions 
we  would  bear ;  and  if  we  go  on  submitting  to 
one  in(UgniH  after  another,  it  will  not  be  long 
before  we  shall  see  British  subjects,  not  only 
taking  our  property  in  onr  harbors,  bnt  tram- 
pling on  our  persons  in  the  streets  of  onr  cities. 

Having  become  oonvinoed  that  all  hap«e  from 
farther  n^datioa  were  idle,  the  committee, 
Ur.  P.  BBjd,  were  led  to  the  connderation  of 
another  qneation,  which  was — whether  the  mar- 
itime rights  which  Great  Britain  is  violating 
were  sach  as  we  ought  to  support  at  the  hazard 
and  eipenw  of  a  wart  ^d  he  believed  be 
was  correct  in  stating  that  the  committee  was 
nnanlmonaly  of  the  opinion  that  they  mere.  The 
committee  thought  that  the  Orders  in  Coimcil, 
so  far  as  tbey  go  to  iotermpt  onr  direct  trade, 
that  is,  the  carrying  of  the  productions  of  this 
oonntiy  to  a  market  in  the  ports  of  friendly  n&- 
tioDS,  and  returning  with  the  proceeds  of  them 
— ought  to  be  resisted  by  war.  How  &r  wo 
oogfat  to  go  in  snpport  of  what  is  commonly 
CAlIed  the  carrying  trade,  although  the  queation 
was  agitated  In  the  committee,  no  definitive 
cpinion  was  expressed.  .  It  was  not  deemed  ne- 
oessary,  at  this  time,  to  expren  snoh  an  opin- 
ion, inasmuch  as  the  iqjuiy  we  snstun  by  the  in- 
Mbitioa  of  this  trade  is  merged  in  the  greater 
one  to  onr  direct  trade. 

The  Order*  in  Connotl,  Ifr.  P.  aaid,  of  which 
tb«re  seemed  now  to  be  no  prospect  of  a  speedy 
repeal — certainly  none  during  the  continuance 
of  the  present  war — aathorized  the  capture  of 
onr  vessels  bound  to  and  tVom  ports  where  Bric- 
idi  oommefce  is  not  &vor8b1;  received  \  and 
M  that  nation  is  at  war  with  most  of  the  ciril- 
iied  world,  the  effect  was  (as  he  understood 
bom  thoae  who  had  much  better  information 
an  tlte  sobject  than  he  could  pretend  to)  to  cut 
vp,  tt  onoe,  about  threft-fourths  of  ogr  best  and 
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moat  profitable  oommerce.  It  was  impossible 
that  UM  mercantile  or  agricultural  interests  of 
the  United  States,  which  on  the  question  of  a 
right  to  the  direet  trade  could  never  he  separat- 
ed oould  submit  tosuchimpositions.  It  was  his 
opinion,  that  grang  npon  the  groimd  of  a  mere 
pecuniary  oaloalation,  a  oalomation  of  proflts 
and  loss,  it  would  he  for  our  interest  to  go  to 
war  to  remove  the  Orders  in  Oonucil,  rather 
than  submit  to  them,  even  during  the  term  of 
their  probable  oontinuanoe. 

But  there  was  another  point  of  view  in  which 
the  snl^aot  preeeotad  itself  to  the  committee, 
and  that  was  u  regarded  the  oharaoter  of  the 
oonntry,  Ve  ware  a  yonng  nation,  and  b« 
hoped  we  cherished  a  httle  pride  and  spirit,  as 
well  as  a  ^reat  deal  of  Justice  and  moderation. 
Onr  situation  was  not  imlike  that  of  a  yonng 
man  Just  entering  into  life,  and  who,  if  he  tamely 
submitted  to  one  cool,  deliberate,  intentional 
indignity,  might  safely  calculate  to  be  kicked 
and  enfied  for  the  whole  of  the  reminder  of  his 
life  j  or,  if  he  should  afterwards  nnderteke  to 
retrieve  his  character,  must  do  it  at  ten  times 
the  expense  which  it  would  have  cost  him  at 
first  to  snpport  it  Ve  should  clearly  under- 
stand and  define  those  rights  whit^  as  a  nation 
we  ought  to  support,  and  we  ahould  snpport 
them  at  every  hazard.  U  there  be  any  saoh 
thing  as  rights  between  nations,  aurelj  the  peo- 
ple at  the  United  Btatea,  oooupylng  tte  half  of 
a  continent,  have  a  right  to  navigate  the  seas, 
without  being  molested  by  the  mhabitants  of 
the  UtOe  island  of  Great  Briti^ 

It  waa  under  these  views  of  the  satject  that 
the  committee  did  not  hesitate  to  giveit  as  their 
opinion,  that  we  ought  to  go  to  war  in  oppou- 
tion  to  the  Orders  in  Council.     But  as  to  the 

It  of  the  war  and  the  time  when  it  shonld 
. .  .  nnmeiioed,  there  wonld  of  course  be  some 
diver^ly  of  sentiment  in  the  Hoose,  u  there 

at  first,  in  the  committee. 

lat  we  can  contend  with  Great  Britain 
openly  and  even  handed  on  the  element  where 
she  iqjnres  ni,  it  wonld  be  folly  to  pretend. 
Were  it  even  in  our  power  to  baild  a  navy 
which  shonld  be  able  to  cope  with  her,  no  man 


such  a  measure.  All  the  fame  and  ^ory  which 
the  British  navy  has  acquired  at  sea,  have  been 
dearly  paid  for  in  the  enfieringa  and  misery  of 
that  ill-fated  people  at  home — sufierings  ooca- 
doned  in  a  great  measure  by  the  eipeose  of  that 
stupendons  establishment.  But  withoiit  such  a 
navy  the  United  States  conld  make  a  serious 
impression  upon  Great  Britain,  even  at  sea. 
We  could  have,  within  sii  montlis  after  a  de- 
claration of  war,  hundreds  of  priviitcers  in  every 
part  of  Che  ocean.  We  could  hsr  ihs,  if  not  de- 
stroy, the  vast  and  profitable  toiiiiiiiive  which 
she  is  constantly  carrying  on  to  every  part  of 
this  continent.  We  could  deatmy  Iier  fisheries 
the  north  ;  we  could  depredate  upon  her 
the  West  India  Islandi,  which  la 
by  onr  doors ;  we  oonld  annoy  her 


;,iz...,L-OOglC 


ABRIDOMENT  OF  THS 


»B.] 


trade  along  the  ootst  of  SoHtfa  America ;  we 
eoold  even  ouiy  the  w«r  to  ber  own  ehorae  in 
Europe. 

Mr.  P.  Baidhebadrteen merely  fbrtbepnrpoae 
of  explaining  to  the  Eoow  the  opinion  and  riewB 
of  the  comraittee  in  relation  lo  the  rewlatioDS 
now  to  be  discussed,  and  be  should  be  saliefied  if 
he  had  been  bo  fortonate  u  to  Booeeed. 

The  gneatioii  was  then  taken  on  the  first  reao- 
Intion  for  ffiline  the  lanka  of  the  present  army, 
&0.,  and  carried. 


Satusdat,  Deoembei  7. 

Terrilerial  OctemmaU  in  Upp*r  ZMtMana, 

Hr.  Plcuutts  presented  a  remonstrance  and 

petition  of  annd^  inhabitants  of  St  Lonia,  in 
the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  stating  the  many  in- 
'jnries  and  inconveniences  which  wonld  resnlt 
from  a  change  intbeirform  of  gOTenunent,  and 
praying  that  no  alteration  may  be  made  in  Ihetr 
said  form  of  gOTernment. — Beferred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  proTiding  Ebr 
the  government  of  the  said  TerritAry. 

MomuT,  December  t, 
Pnvi^  Belatim*. 

The  Honae  resumed  &«  oonrida^on  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations. 

The  question  bdng  on  the  agreement  to  the 
lecond  resolution,  authorizing  the  raisihg  on  ad- 
ditional regular  force — 

Vt.  Gbvndt,  as  a  member  of  the  committee 
stated  bis  impression  that  this  was  the  vital  part 
of  the  report ;  and  although  be  bad  no  denre 
to  prolong  debate,  invited  those  who  were  op- 
posed ia  5ie  report  now  to  come  forward  and 
Btat«  their  objectiona  to  it. 

Hr.  BunKiu-B  said  he  was  an  o)d-&shioned 
politioiau.  In  the  days  of  terror,  we  shrank  at 
standing  armies ;  and  what  is  the  object  now— 
defence  t  Who  ?  Freemen  who  would  not  de- 
fbndtherasetvee.  He  would  ask,  if  seven  millions 
of  Americans  were  to  be  protected  in  their  lives 
and  liberties  by  ten  thousand  vagabouda  who 
were  fit  food  for  gunpowder!  It  would  be  no- 
ceasary  to  blow  the  ulterior  views  of  the  com- 
mittee on  this  point.  It  would  be  proper, 
before  a  vote  was  taken  on  this  resolution,  to 
know  for  what  purpose  these  additional  troops 
were  wanted.  The  House  ought  not  to  commit 
Heelf  on  a  question  of  such  magnitude  without 
detailed  information.  Be  was  as  mnch  oppoeed 
to  rdsin^  standing  armies  now,  as  he  had  been 
in  the  reign  of  terror.  He  had  seen  too  much 
of  the  corruptions  attendant  on  those  establish- 
menta,  in  tbe  course  of  the  investigation  in 
which  he  was  engaged,  not  to  ^sciaim  all  share 
In  the  creation  of  them.  The  people  i^  ^e 
United  Sutea  could  defend  themselves,  If  neoes- 
sary,  and  had  no  idea  of  resting  their  defence 
on  mercenaries,  picked  up  from  brothela  and , 
tippling  honsee — pickpockets  who  have  escaped 
ttata  Newgate,  tsc,  and  sooght  reftage  in  this 
a^lnm  of  oppressed  hnmanity .    He  oontuided 


that  this  raolotion  contained  an  tminnstiti- 
tional  proposition,  and  that  the  standiug  inij 
now  in  the  ewviae  of  the  United  States  wm 
maintained  in  the  very  teetbof  that  parted Ai 
constitution  which  declares  that  no  nHoeyfe 
the  snpport  of  a  standing  army  sbodd  be  »■ 
propriated  for  more  than  two  yean.  He  sgn 
called  for  infbnnation  as  to  the  object  of  Ui 
army  now  proposed  to  be  raised ;  deeknig 
that,  if  the  Prudent  shonld  say  they  wen  m- 
oeaaary  for  the  protection  erf  Kew  Oilesi^  b 
be  employed  against  the  Indiana,  or  to  repdit 
cnraions  from  Canada,  (althongfa  this  wcml 
not  to  be  much  tfiongfat  of,)  he  ekoaldBatI»' 
ftlse  to  grant  them.  He  declared  the  repot  to 
be  a  ne^tive  poail^n,  whidi  could  not  be  «» 
bated  except  to  disadvaotage.  He  viibedto 
know  file  oonstitntional  resonrcea  of  the  to*' 
mittee,  and  entreeeeda  bopethat  the  rensrfak 
had  made  would  draw  ontlae  talents  itflhatbo^. 
Mr.  GsmtDT. — I  did  not  expect  that  th«  (» 
fleman  from  Virginia  woold  have  made  any  ia- 
quiries  into  the  motlvee  or  objects  of  thst  no- 
mittee  of  which  he  himself  was  a  membcf .  Ba, 
sir,  ^tended  ftuthfuUy  to  bis  duty,  and  iritM- 
ed  every  step  the  committee  took.    Be  alw 

vaamadetothisHoiai, 

le  ftzpoeition  rf  otui- 


derstand  us  I  Our  ol^ect,  by  those  who  will 
listen,  shall  not  be  nuanuderstood.  And,  Hi. 
Speaker,  as  I  have  no  political  secrets,  I  feel  no 
haaitation  in  declaring  t«  yon,  to  this  House,  ni 
to  the  nation,  the  view  Ihave  taken  of  the  nb- 
jeet  But  bdbre  I  do  this,  Hiadae  to  tbecem- 
mittee  that  an  explanation  of  their  coadiut 
should  take  place. 

Bo  soon  as  the  Ccnnmittee  on  our  Foieign  Bf 
lations  was  appointed,  we  were  forcibly  ia- 
pressed  witii  toe  serious  and  hi^y  ttepooMt 
station  yon  had  assigned  na  ;  to  tiiat  coondt- 
tee,  conraating  of  nine  members  only,  irere  w* 
only  the  eyes  of  this  Eonse  hot  of  the  nitiea 
turned  ;  and  A«m  na,  in  this;,  tbe  most  trosM 
season  onr  world  has  ever  known,  waiittf- 
pected  that  a  course  of  measures  wonld  be* 
nended,  calculated  to  protect  the  intend  <■ 

n  millions  of  people.    Under  tiis  inij«s- 

sion,  Mr,  Speaker,  we  deemed  it  a  doty  to  tab 
time  for  deliberation ;  wf  -*- — ^*  "  »-*♦-« 
encounter  tlie  charge  of  1 
and  dilatory  way,  man  to  t 
which  this  nation  night  be  plunged  into  dil 
cnItiea,from  which  it  could  not  boesrily.a- 
tricated.  We  therefore  took  the  o***^! 
time  to  weigh  the  argnmenta  both  6^  »» 
against  the  measures  we  have  reeommeDOM ; 
and,  as  fhr  aa  we  were  able,  we  surveyed  ^ 
consequences  which  were  to  follow  ffoni  W 
course  we  proposed.  We  foresaw,  Vx.  ^P*'^< 
that  our  countrymen  wefe  to  &11  in  tbe  awfr 
tated  conflict,  and  that  American  blood  »«• » 
stream  afresh.  Nor  were  we  oamindW  d  vt* 
expenditure  of  public  treasure.  And,  ih,  whB 
coat  me  more  reflectltm  than  every  tUig  ei^ 


i;  we  thought  it  better  to 
e  of  having  acted  in  atriy 
lan  to  take  a  rash  t'f^ 
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WBS  tbe  new  teat  to  wliioh  we  ire  to  pat  tbi» 
Gurarnnient.  We  tre  about  to  Moertain  bj  ac- 
tual expenmeDt  hew  &r  oor  Repablioan  iullta- 
tioDS  are  oaloolated  to  itwid  the  ehook  of  war, 
and  whether,  after  foreign  dauKer  disappeared, 
we  oan  again  aaMUDa  onr  peaoeful  attitade,  with- 
out endangwing  tiie  libertieH  of  the  people. 

Against  theae  cMuidenUioii^  weigh  t;^  in  them- 
■elTes,  foiLT  oommittee  felt  themeelvei  ooq- 
atrained  to  d«dd&  inflneDoed  by  eiittiag  oir- 
onmetaneee  of  a  character  too  imperione  to  be 
reMBted:  these  I  will  ennmerate  before  I  ait 
down.  My  boaineHB  at  present  la  to  addreaa  a 
particalar  portion  of  the  membera  at  this  Hoiue 
— I  mean,  air,  the  Bepoblican  membere— and 
■Ithoogb  what  lam  aboDt  toaaj might  bedeem- 
fld  impoUtio  on  ordioar;  aatjecta  <^  legialaUoa, 
yet,  at  tUa  time  and  cm  this  ocoasioti,  it  wonld 
be  criminal  to  conoaal «  iId^  thouriit  wbioh 
mi^t  ioflnesoe  their  detenninatioD.Weshoold 
now,  Mr.  Speaker,  forget  little  party  animoai- 
tiee,  we  afaonld  mio^e  minda  treelj,  and,  as  far 
as  we  are  able,  oommnne  with  the  understand- 
inga  of  each  other ;  and,  tlie  decision  once 
made,  let  oa  become  one  people,  and  present  an 
nndivided  front  to  the  enemiea  of  onr  conntrj. 

Bepnblicau  sfaould  never  forget  that  some 
years  ago  a  set  of  men  of  different  polltice  held 
the  reins  of  this  Qorenunent,  and  drove  the  ear 
of  State ;  they  were  charged  with  being  friendly 
to  standing  anntes  in  times  of  peace,  and  foror- 
atrie  to  expensive  eatahliahmenta ;  not  for  the 
parpoatt  Of  iqipOMng  foreign  enemiea,  bnt  to  en- 
eonrage  ExecotiTs  patronage,  and  to  bring 
tbeea  fbrc«a  to  operate  upon  the  people  tbem- 
■bItco.  Theee  measores  alarmed  the  Kepnbli- 
cana;  they  remonstrated,  they  clamored,  they 
^lpealed  to  the  people,  and  by  a  national  sen- 
lenoe,  the  men  then  m  power  were  taken  down 
from  their  bi^  plaoee,  and  R^nblioan  men 
were  pot  m  their  seats. 

If  your  minds  are  resolved  on  war,  yon  are 
ConaisteDt,  yon  are  right,  yon  are  stilt  Repnbli- 
cans  ;  but  if  yon  are  not  reaolTed,panse  and  re- 
Sect,  for  shoold  this  reeolotion  pass,  and  yon 
thMi  become  taint-hearted,  remember  that  yon 
bare  abandoned  yonr  old  principles,  and  trod  in 
the  paths  of  yoar  predecessors. 

According  to  my  view  of  this  snbjeot,  Mr. 
Speaker,  we  now atand on  diebank  ;  onemove- 
ment  more,  the  Rubicon  is  passed,  we  are  ia 
Italy,  and  we  mnat  march  to  Rome. 

Aa  a  member  of  the  oommittee,  I  feel  no  hed- 
totion  in  saying,  that  if  there  be  a  member  here^ 
Bot  determined  to  go  with  ns  to  the  extent  of 
onr  meaanrea,  I  pre&r  now  to  take  my  leave  of 
him,  rather  than  be  deaerted  when  Qie  oloods 
darken,  and  the  stonn  thickens  npon  na. 

This  admonition  I  owed  to  candor — I  hare 
paid  it,  not  because  I  doubted;  my  pnrpoae  Is 
settled,  my  mind  rraoeea  npon  it.  I  may  be  in 
ID  error.    If  I  am,  I  h<^  my  oonnlry  will  tor- 

Cmcb    From  my  God  I  ohall  never  need  it, 
ose  he  knows  die  parity  of  my  mntlvea. 
Vtiat,  Mr.  Spe^er,  are  we  now  called  on  to 
decidet    It  is  whether  we  will  rtdat  by  broe 


the  attempt  made  by  that  Oovemment,  toanb- 
ject  onr  maritime  rights  to  the  arbitrary  and 
capriciona  mle  of  her  will;  for  my  paK  I  am 
not  prepared  to  aay  that  this  cunntry  shall  sab- 
mit  to  have  her  oommerce  interdicted  or  reg- 
ulated by  any  foreign  nation.  Sir,  I  prefer  war 
to  aabmission. 

Over  and  above  these  upjast  pretenqons  oi 
the  Britjah  Qovernment,  fbr  many  yeara  past 
they  have  been  in  the  practice  of  impressing 
our  eeamen  fh>m  merchant  veaaela ;  this  nojaat 
and  lawless  invasion  of  personal  liberty,  calls 
londlj  for  the  interpoaition  of  this  Qovemment 
To  those  better  acquainted  with  the  facta  in  re- 
lation to  it,  I  laave  !t  to  flU  np  the  picture. 
yij  mind  is  irreeistibly  drawn  to  tJie  West. 

Althongh  others  may  not  strongly  feel  the 
bearing  i^iich  the  late  transactions  !n  that  loar^ 
ter  have  on  this  snlijeet,  upon  my  mind  they 
have  great  Infloenoe.  It  cannot  be  believed  by 
any  man  who  will  reflect  that  the  savage  tribes, 
uninfluenced  by  other  powers,  wonld  think  of 
making  war  on  the  United  Statce.  They  un- 
derstand too  well  th^  OWQ  weakneaa,  and  onr 
atreogth.  They  have  already  felt  the  weight 
of  our  arms;  they  know  they  bold  the  very 
soil  on  which  they  live  aa  tenants  at  anflwanoe. 
How,  then,  sir,  are  we  to  account  for  their  late 
oondnot)  In  one  wayonly ;  some poweifnl na- 
tion most  have  intrigued  with  them  and  tnmed 
tk^  peaceful  dispceition  towards  ns  into  hos- 
tilitjea.  Great  Britain  alone  has  intercourse 
with  tbose  northern  tribes ;  I  therefore  infer, 
that  if  British  ^Id  has  not  been  employed,  their 
banblea  and  trmketa,  and  the  promise  of  anp- 


ri^t  in  this  conjecture,  war  is  not  to 
by  sea  or  land.  It  is  already  b^^nn; 
and  some  of  the  richest  blood  of  onr  conntry 
has  already  been  shed.  Tea,  Ur.  Speaker,  ta 
one  individual  baa  fkllen,  the  honest  man,  the 
orator  and  thesoldler.*  That  be  loved  hia  conn* 
try  none  can  donht— he  died  to  piwerve  its 
honor  and  its  ftoie — I  mean  the  late  com- 
mander of  the  cavalry ;  you,  rir,  who  have  often 
meaanred  yonr  strength  with  hia  in  forenric  de- 
bate, can  attest  that  he  in  a  good  degree  waa 
the  pride  of  the  weat«m  ooontry,  and  Kentnoky 
claimed  him  aa  a  favorite  son.  For  hie  loss, 
with  those  who  fell  by  his  aide,  the  whole  west- 
ern oountry  ia  ready  to  march  j  they  only  wait 
for  our  permission ;  and,  air,  war  onoe  declared, 
I  pledge  myself  for  my  people — they  will  avenge 
the  death  of  their  brethren, 

TuMDAT,  December  10. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  Jahxs  Ooobrut, 

from  North  Carolina,  app^red  and  took  hU 


S^aiUA  Anmitan  OoUnitt. 
Mr.  MtioHm,  from  the  oummittoe  appointed 
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on  that  part  of  tbe  Preerident's  Ueeeafe  which 
relfttea  to  the  Spaniah  Americao  Ooloueo,  made 
a  report,  in  part,  thereon ;  which  was  r^ad  and 
referred  to  a  Cocamittee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
■taU  of  the  tTniou.    The  report  is  aa  foUowe : 

The  commtttM  to  irtioin  wu  raferced  ao  much  of 
tha  Pnddent'i  HeM>g«  ■>  nlstei  to  the  ^mniili 
Anwrican  coloniei,  haTe,  In  obedience  Id  the  oneT  iJ 
the  Hooae,  delibentel;  cooiidared  the  ntgect  bsToie 
them,  Bod  dinded  a  report,  in  part,  to  ha  nbmitted 
to  tbe  conaideratioa  of  Che  Hotiea,  In  the  tOrm  <tf  ■ 
pabUc  declara^oD,  aa  followe : 

Whereai  UTaral  of  the  American  ^anUh  etct- 
Incee  h«*e  tepTeMnMd  totheUmted  Statnthathba* 


Eaiolvid,  fry  At  Smalt  md  BoiMtitf  StfratalatirtM 
y  thf  UniUd  aula  o/Amtrica  w  Cimgrm  amoMei, 
That  thejr  behold  with  friendly  inteieit,  the  eitaUid)- 
mant  of  independent  MTereigDtiea  bj  tha  Spanlih 
proriocei  in  America,  oonsunent  mon  the  actaal 
atate  of  the  monuchy  to  whl<^  tliej  bdonged ;  that 
aa  neisbbara  and  inliabitanti  of  tha  laioe  heini*|d)eie 
the  iTniCed  Statea  bel  gieat  aolidtode  for  their  irel- 
fare ;  and  that  when  thoie  proTinoea  ahafl  haTe  at- 
tained  the  condition  or  natioD),  bj  the  jiut  eierdie 
of  their  rigbti,  tlie  Senate  and  Hoom  of  Repteaenta- 
tivea  viU  nnito  with  tha  EiecntiTa,  in  eataUiahiu 
with  ttiem  aa  aoverejgn  and  iodepandBDt  Stataa,  aai£ 
aadoable  relitiona  and  conunercial  icteicnone  ai 
may  jeqsira  thcdr  Lefpalativa  aothoii^. 

Foreign  Eelatiotu. 

Tbe  order  of  tbe  da;  bein^;  caQed  for,  tbe 
Sfkaxeb  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from 
yireinia  on  tlie  right  of  the  Chair  was  enticed 
to  t£e  floor. 

Mr.  Rahdolph  roae.  He  expressed  hia  sense 
of  the  motive  which  hadioduced  the  gentleman 
from  Tenneasee  (Mr.  Ghdsdi)  to  move  the  ad- 
joDnnQent,  j'esterday,  and  of  the  politenees  of 
the  Houee  in  gruitiag  it ;  at  the  same  time  de- 
olariog  that  in  point  of  fact  he  had  little  cause 
to  be  thankful  for  the  &Tor,  well  intended  as 
he  knew  it  to  have  been — unce  he  felt  himself 
even  leas  capable  of  proceeding  with  bis  argu- 
ment, than  oe  had  been  on  the  preceding  day. 

It  was  a  qoeetion,  as  it  had  i>«en  presented 
to  the  Eonse,  of  pasce  or  war.  In  that  light  it 
bad  been  argaed;  in  no  other  l^ht  conid  he 
oonsider  it,  after  the  declaration  made  bj  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations. 
Withont  intending  an;  disrespect  to  tbe  Ohair, 
he  most  be  permitted  to  sa;  that  if  the  decision 
jesterdsj  was  correct,  "That  it  was  not  in  or- 
der to  advance  any  argnments  against  the  reso- 
lution, drawn  from  topics  before  other  commit- 
tees of  the  Hoose,"  Uie  whole  debate,  nay,  the 
report  itself  on  which  the;  were  acting,  was 
disorderly ;  since  the  increase  of  the  military 
fbrce  was  a  an^eet  at  that  time  in  ablation  by 
the  Mlect'  committee  rused  on  that  brandi  of 
the  President's  Message.  But  it  was  impossible 
that  the  disenssion  of  a  qaestion  broad  as  the 
wide  ooean  of  onr  foreign  concerns — involving 


every  ooluidenttion  ^iotere^t,  of  right,  i^b^ 
pinesB  and  t^  ealatj  at  home — tonching  in  evs; 
point,  all  that  was  dear  to  freemen,"  their  iirta 
their  fortnnte,  and  tbdr  sacred  hoDw  1 "— ecala 
lie  tied  down  by  tbe  narrow  rules  of  teebiieil 
routine.  Tbe  Oonuoittee  of  Foreign  Keistiooa 
had  indeed  decided  that  the  sulyect  of  uuuig 
the  militia  (which  he  hod  presed  npon  thcD 
as  indispensable  to  the  pablic  secmitr)  ^  vt 
ecmie  within  the  scope  of  th^  anthc^y.  Ob 
what  groond,  he  had  been  and  still  was  nsiUs 
to  sea,  tbey  had  felt  themselres  snthoiiiri 
(when  that  sutgeot  was  before  taotiMr  comsut 


immediate  war — a  war  not  of  defence^  iottt 
wrnqoeet,  of  aggrandizement,  of  ambition;  btk 
f(»«ign  to  the  interests  of  tiiia  oonntry,  to  tht 
intereats  of  bamanity  itsell 

He  knew  not  how  gentiemen,  colhng  thw- 
selves  republicans,  oould  advocate  such  a  wir. 
What  was  their  doctrine  in  1?S8-'B,  when  tU 
oommand  of  the  army — that  highest  of  all  Me- 
aible"  trusts  in  any  Government,  be  the  ftm 
what  it  may — was  reposed  in  the  bosffln  of  tia 
Father  of  bis  Coimtry,  the  sanetnary  of  a  u- 
tion's  love,  the  only  hope  that  never  came  in 
vainl  When  other  worthies  of  the  Bevolndaa 
— Hamilton,  Pinckney,  and  the  yooiuer  Wad>- 
ington — men  of  tried  patriotian,  of  ^jprercd 
conduct  and  valor,  of  untarnished  honor,  held 
subordinate  command  under  him  I  Kepobli' 
cans  wem  then  unwilling  to  tmst  a  standiig 
Hiny,  even  to  his  hands  who  had  giveojroa 
that  he  was  above  all  hmnantemptatioa.  When 
now  is  the  Bevolntionary  hero  to  whom  yn 
ore  about  to  confide  this  sacred  trust!  To  wbcti 
will  yon  oonfide  the  chai^  of  leading  the  fiorer 
of  oar  yoath  to  the Hei^U  of  Abraham!  Till 
yon  find  himin  the  petsoa  of  an  acquitted  f^l 
What  1  then  you  were  unwilling  to  vote  in  ar- 
my where  such  men  aa  had  been  named  beU 
highoonunandl  whenWASHDraiORhiinsdfwH 
at  the  head— did  you  then  show  such  rductaiK^ 
feel  such  ioni^eat  And  are  you  now  notlusg 
loth,  fearicM  M  every  ccmsequence  t  Will  m 
say  that  your  provocations  were  UeB  then  tua 
now  I  When  yonr  direct  oommeroe  wss  inUr- 
dicted — ^your  Ambassadors  hooted  with  deriooD 
trom  the  French  Oonrt — Iribate  demanded— a^ 
toal  WOT  waged  npon  yon  1 

Those  who  opposed  the  army  tlien  were  in- 
deed denoonced  as  the  partuans  of  France;  ■* 
the  same  men — tcane  of  them  at  least— are  no* 
held  np  as  the  advocates  of  England ;  thoee  firn 
and  nndeviating  Bepnblicans  who  then  d*™? 
and  now  due,  to  ding  to  the  ark  <tf  the  conn- 
tntion,  to  defend  it  even  at  the  expense  of  tw 
dame,  rather  than  sorrttider  themselves  to  tha 
wild  projects  of  mad  ambitionl  There  *MS 
&t^ty  attending  t^eaitude  of  power,  nxo 
or  late  aome  mania  seizes  npoo  its  possew^^ 
they  &U  from  the  dizn'  hdght  throngti  theguKI'' 
nesaoftheir  own  heads.  Like  a  vast  estate,  cc^ 
ed  np  by  the  labor  and  industry  of  one  di«i 
which  seldom  stirvives  the  third  geoerotiDo— 
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_  u-  diBoharge  of  itii  attendant  dtities,  sood 
gets  above  its  owa  origin.  Intoiicoted  with  their 
UH-Q  grentoess  (be  Federal  partj  fell.  Will  not 
the  Bsme  cauws  prodnce  the  aame  effects  now 
■3  then  f  Sir,  yon  may  raiae  this  armj,  yon 
Tuay  build  np  thb  vaat  atrncture  of  patronase, 
ihiE  mighty  apparatDBoffBTOritism;  but — "lay 
not  the  flatteriag  nnction  to  your  Bonis"— rou 
will  never  live  to  ei(joy  the  sncoeaaion.  Yon 
sign  your  political  death  varranL 

Hr.  R.  here  adverted  to  the  provocation  to 
iKMtilities  from  ahatting  np  the  Hissisdppt  by 
Spun  in  1808 — bnt  more  fully  to  the  condnot 
of  the  Hoiuein  1605~'0,  nnder  theatrongeatof 
•n  imagkiable  provocatives  to  war;  the  octnal 
invasion  of  onr  country.  He  read  varioDS  pas- 
Mges  from  the  President's  pnblia  Message  of 
December  S,  1806. 

Mr.  R.  aaid  that  the  peonliar  sitnation  of  the 
ftvintier,  at  that  time  insiilt«d,  had  alone  In- 
dnced  the  committee  to  recommend  the  raising 
of  regular  troops.  It  was  too  remote  from  the 
popnlatioQ  of  the  country  for  the  mililja  to  act, 
in  repelling  and  chastising  SpanSah  incoraion. 
New  OrleoTM  and  its  dependencies  were  sepa- 
rated by  a  vast  extent  of  wilderness  from  the 
settlements  of  the  old  United  States ;  filled  with 
»  disloyal  and  torbiilent  people,  alien  to  onr  in- 
stitutiona,  language  and  manners,  and  disaffeoted 
towards  our  Government.  Little  reliance  could 
be  placed  opon  them,  and  it  waa  plain,  tliat  if 
"it  waethe  intention  of  Spain  to  advance  on 
OUT  ponooadona  until  she  should  be  repnlsed  by 
an  oppo^g  force,"  that  force  mnat  be  a  regular 
anny,  nrleas  we  were  disposed  to  abandon  all 
the  ooimtry  sooth  of  Tennessee.     That  if  "  the 

Erotection  of  onr  citizens  and  the  spiHt  and  the 
onor  of  our  comitry  reqnired  that  force  shonld 
be  interposed,"  nothing  remrined  but  for  the 
Legislature  to  grant  the  only  practicable  means, 
or  to  shrink  from  the  most  sacred  of  all  its  du- 
ties— to  abandon  the  soil  and  its  inhabitants  to 
the  tender  mercies  of  hostile  invaders. 

Yet  this  report,  moderate  as  it  was,  had  been 
deemed  of  too  strong  a  character  by  the  Honse. 
It  was  rejected  :  and,  at  the  motion  of  a  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Bidwbll,) — 
who  had  since  token  a  great  fancy  also  to 
Canada,*  and  marcbedoff  thither,  in  advance  of 
the  committee  of  Foreign  Relation»— "  $9,000,- 
OOO,  were  appropriated  towards  "  (not  in  fall 
ot)  "any  eitraordlnary  expense  which  might 
be  incurred  in  the  intercourse  betn-een  the 
United  States  and  foreign  nations :  "  in  other 
worda,  to  buy  off,  at  Parts,  Spanish  aggreesiotis 
at  borne. 
Was  this  bet  i^ven  in  evidence  of  onr  impar- 

•  When  bi  bceune  i  mttnbgi  of  the  Cuudlin  PulU- 
nuit,ud  u  ihIou  for  Klag  Otorga  u  b*  hid  b«D  la 
CoBfTCH  A>r  Mr.  JpOtorvoD  iftei  fall  inddeD  aanvdnliui  to  thfl 
bpablku  put7  ud  m  sBlnu.  Wbtn  Ur.  SudDlph 
Id  trt  CmDt«d  vltb  hli  ■budoDment  of  Mr.  JeBtaT««n,  b« 
wtwn  Bmibu 
■t  hk  Bima)JiiliMd  blB. 


tiality  tOK:ard9  the  belligerents  ?— tliat  to  the 
insultiiaad  injuries  and  sctntd  invasion  of  one  of 
them  we  opposed  not  bullets,  but  dollars ;  that 
to  Spanish  mvasion  we  opposed  money,  whilst 
for  British  aggression  on  the  high  seas  we  had 
arms ;  offensive  war  t  Bit  Spain  was  then 
shielded,  as  well  as  instigated,  by  a  greater 
power.  Hence  onr  respect  for  her.  Had  we 
at  that  time  acted  as  we  ought  to  have  done  in 
defence  of  rights,  of  the  aataU  lelum  itself,  we 
shonld  (he  ^It  confident)  have  avoided  that 
series  of  inanity  disgrace,  and  ii^ury,  which  had 
been  ponred  ont  npon  ns  in  long  nnbroken  sac- 
ce«ion.  We  would  not  then  raise  a  small  r«D- 
nlar  force  for  aeountry  where  the  militia  conld 
not  act.  to  defend  our  own  Territory ;  now,  we 
are  willing  to  levy  a  great  army,  for  groat  it 
must  be,  to  accomplish  the  proposed  object^  for 
a  war  of  oonqofest  and  ambition — and  tiAe,  too, 
at  the  very  entrance  of  the  "  Northern  Hive," 
of  the  strongest  part  of  tlie  Union. 

An  insinuation  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman 
from  Tennenee,  (Mr.  GBtrKDT.)  that  the  late 
massacre  of  our  brethren  on  the  Wabash  bad 
been  instigated  by  tbaBritishOovemment.  Eaa 
the  President  given  any  sooh  information  t  has 
the  gentleman  received  anv  snoh,  even  infor- 
mally, from  any  officer  of  this  Govemmentt  Is 
it  so  believed  by  the  Administration  f  He  had 
cause  to  think  the  oontrary  to  be  the  tafit; 
that  Hocb  was  cot  their  opinion.  This  insinua- 
tion was  of  the  grossest  kind — a  presmnptlim 
the  most  rash,  Uie  most  uqjostiflable.  Sibw 
bnt  good  ground  for  it,  he  would  give  np  tiie 
question  at  the  threshold — he  was  ready  to 
march  to  Canada.  It  was  indeed  well  caloolat' 
ed  to  excite  the  feelings  of  the  Western  peopta 
particularly,  who  were  not  quite  so  tenderly 
attached  to  onr  red  brethren  as  some  modern 
philosophers ;  but  it  was  destitote  of  any  foimda- 
tjon,  beyond  mere  surmise  and  snspidca. 
What  woold  be  thought,  if,  witbont  any  proof 
whatsoever,  a  member  should  riae  in  his  place 
and  tell  us,  that  the  masaacre  In  Savannah,  a 
massacre  perpetrated  by  dviliied  savages,  with 
French  commissions  in  their  pockets,  was  tx- 
oUed  by  the  French  Government  t  There  was 
an  easy  and  natnral  solutionof  the  late  tranaao- 
tioa  on  the  Wabaak  in  the  well-known  aharao- 
ter  of  the  aboriginal  savage  of  North  America, 
witfaoQt  resorting  to  any  gach  more  coqjeetnral 
estimate.  He  was  sorry  to  say,  that  for  ttus 
signal  calamity  and  disgrace  the  Honse  waa,  in 


treaties,  for  which  the  appropriations  had  been 
voted  as  a  matter  of  oonrao,  without  examina- 
tion. Advantage  bad  been  taken  of  the  sjrfrtt 
of  tiie  Indians,  broken  by  the  war  which  aided 
in  the  Treaty  of  Oreenville.  Under  the  as- 
cendency then  aoqnired  over  them,  they  had 
been  pent  up  by  sobaequent  treaties  intf>  nodn 
straitened  in  their  quarters  by  a  blind  onpid- 
ity,  seeking  to  extJngiush  their  title  to  immense 
wildernesses,  for  which  (possessing,  as  we  do 
already,  more  land  than  we  can  sell  or  nse)  we 
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bIuU  not  have  oocasioD,  for  half  a  <9eTitiu7  to 
fionw.  It  WM  OUT  own  thirst  fin  teiritorj,  onr 
own  want  of  modentioiii,  that  had  driveD  tiine 
sons  of  DBtare  to  desperation,  of  which  wa  felt 
the  e^ots. 

Mr.  S_  altbon^  not  penooallj  aeqnu 
with  the  late  Colonel  DavieM,  felt,  he  was  per- 
suaded, IS  deep  and  aerion*  regret  for  his  lo«s 
OS  the  gentleman  frmn  TenneMee  himself.  He 
knew  Mm  onlj  through  the  repreeentadon  of 
afriend  of  the  deoease^  (Mr.  RowAn,)  Borne  time 
a  member  of  that  Home;  a  man,  who,  for  na- 
tive force  of  intellect,  manlineaa  of  ijharaoter, 
and  high  aenae  of  honor,  was  not  inferior  toaoj 
that  had  ever  aat  there.  With  him  he  ajmpa- 
thixed  in  the  aeverest  calamity  thM  could  befall 
a  man  of  hi«  cast  of  character.  Wonld  to  God 
the;  were  both  tbm  on  the  floor  1  From  hia 
peraooal  knowledge  of  the  one,  be  felt  ocmfldent 
that  he  would  have  hia  anppart— and  he  believed 
Ondging  of  him  from  the  repreeentation  of  thah- 
oonmon  friend)  of  the  other  also. 

He  oonld  bnt  amile  at  the  liberality  of  the 
gentleman,  in  giving  Canada  to  New  York,  in 
cvder  to  strengthen  the  Northern  b^aoce  of 

Kwer,  while  at  the  same  time  he  forwamed 
r  that  the  Weatem  scale  mnat  preponderate. 
Mr.  R.  aaid  that  he  conld  almoat  fancy  that  he 
■aw  the  Capitol  in  motion  towards  the  &11b  of 
Ohio — after  a  short  sojotim  taking  its  flight  to 
the  Miaaissippi,  aod  finally  alighting  on  Carien ; 
which,  when  the  gentleman's  dreanis  are  real- 
ized, will  be  a  roost  eligible  seat  of  government 
for  (he  new  R^ablio  (or  Empire)  of  the  two 
Americaa  I  Bnt  it  seemed  that  "  in  1808  we 
talked  and  acted  foolishly,"  and  to  give  some 
colw  of  conaiatency  to  that  folly,  we  most  now 
commit  a  greater.  Really  he  could  not  conceive 
of  a  weaker  reaaon  oSered  in  snpport  of  a  prev- 
ent measnre,  than  the  jostifloatioa  of  a  former 
folly.  He  hoped  wo  abonld  act  a  wiser  part — 
take  warning  by  onr  follies,  linoe  we  had  become 
eenidble  of  them,  and  reaolve  to  talk  and  act 
foolishly  no  more.  It  was  indeed  hi^  time  to 
give  over  snch  prepoateroos  language  and  pro- 


Thia  war  of  oonqocBt,  a  war  for  the  aoqniaition 
of  territory  and  enbjects,  is  to  be  anew  com- 
mentAry  on  the  doctrine  that  Bepnblke  are  de»- 
titnte  of  ambition — that  they  are  addicted  to 
peace,  wedded  to  the  happiness  and  safety  of 
the  great  body  of  their  people.  Bnt  it  seems 
this  ia  to  be  a  holiday  eampiugn — there  ta  to  be 
DO  eipense  of  blood,  or  treasnre,  on  onr  part — 
Canada  is  to  conquer  herself— she  is  to  be  sub- 
dued by  the  principles  of  fraternity.  The  peo- 
pie  of  that  conntry  are  flrat  to  be  aednced  from 
their  allegiance,  and  oonverted  into  traitors,  as 
prraaratory  to  the  making  them  good  ddzeiu. 
Although  he  mnat  acknowledge  that  some  of 
onr  flaming  patriots  were  thus  tnannbctnred, 
he  did  ;iot  think  the  process  wonld  hold  good 
with  a  whole  oommnnity.  It  was  a  dangMtms 
experiment.  We  were  to  tocoeed  in  tbe^enoh 
mode  by  the  system  of  frateroizalion— all  is 
fVenehl  bat  how  dreadfaUy  it  might  be  retort- 


ed on  the  Bonthera  and  Weatem  slaTebulfBi 
States.  He  detested  this  SDbonutioBttftreiHa. 
No — if  be  most  have  them,  let  than  fall  I?  As 
valor  of  onr  arms,  by  bir.  Intimate  conipBt; 


He  was  not  anrprtaed  at  the  war  spirit  tU 


the  carrying  trade  of  belligeremt  cok»u»l  pm- 
dnce,  this  conntry  has  be«i  most  nawM^ 
brought  into  colliaion  with  the  great  fowtn  i 
Enrope.  By  a  aeriee  of  meet  impolitic  aodnia- 
ona  measnres,*  ntto^y  iDoomprdtenabla  t« 
every  rational,  sober-minded  man,  the  BaiBkn 
idantara,  by  thdr  own  votee,  had  anceeeded^ 
knocking  down  the  prie«  at  ootun  U  aixa 
cenia,  tmd  of  tobacco  (a  few  eboiee  cn^  o- 
oepted)  to  nothing— and  in  raismg  flie  [ciwif 
blankMa,  (of  which  a  few  wootd  not  be  mm 
in  a  Oaudiaii  campaign,)  coarse  wooQh^  nd 
eyeiy  article  of  first  neoeemty,  three  or  tx 
hundred  per  cent.  And  now  that,  by  onr  on 
acta,  we  have  bron^tonrselves  into  thianain- 
cedeo  led  condition,  wemnat  getoutftfitiuii? 
way,  bnt  by  an  oMnowled^wnt  of  oui  on 
want  of  wisdom  and  forecosL  But  is  war  tin 
true  remedy  f  Who  will  profit  by  it!  Sfe» 
latora — a  few  Incky  inerdMnta,  wIm  draw  pnM 

the  lottery — oommiasories  and  coidneCtn. 

bo  mnat  anfibr  by  it  I  The  peofde.  It  >■ 
their  blood,  their  taxeo,  that  must  flow  to  np- 

Bnt  gentlemen  avowed  that  they  would  aot 
„  •  to  war  far  the  oarrying  trade— that  it,  b> 
any  oth«r  bnt  the  direct  ezp«i  and  ^apwt 
trade — that  which  earriee  oar  native  pramO 
abroad,  and  brings  book  the  retwn  <!^>^;  *■' 
yet  they  stickle  for  our  ocHnmeroial  ri^ts,  ud 
'ill  KO  to  war  for  them  I  He  wished  to  Ibo*i 
point  of  principle,  what  di&renoe  gratleoea 
oonld  point  out  between  the  abandomnent  <d 
thia  or  of  that  maritime  right?  Do  genll«B« 
asaoroe  the  lo^  port  and  tone  of  chivilnHS  i«- 
dreaaers  of  maritime  wronga,  and  dedsre  tbor 
readiness  to  surrender  every  other  maritiin 
right,  provided  they  may  reonain  unmolested  i' 
the  ezeroiae  of  the  hnmUe  privil^e  of  canjin 
their  Own  prodnoe  abroad,  and  bringios  back  t 
turn  cai^!  Do  you  moke  this  dedsntioa 
the  enemy  at  the  onteet  t  Do  yon  state  A« 
minimnm  with  which  you  will  be  oontenU^ 
and  pot  it  in  her  power  to  close  with  joir  pto- 
posal  at  her  option^  gire  her  the  beat «  * 
treaty  roinoua  and  disgraceful  beyond  tauBtlt 
and  ezpreedon!  and  thia,  too,  after  hs'^ 
turned  up  your  nose  in  disdain  at  the  tttstiii 
of  Mr.  Jay  «id  Mr.  Monroe !  Will  yon  sir  » 
England,  "end  the  war  when  yon  pleaae, gii* 
us  the  direct  trade  in  onr  own  prodnoe,  we  sn 
oontenti"  Bnt  what  will  the  mercbanls  « 
Salem,  and  Boaton,  and  New  York,  and  Fbi» 
delphia,  and  Baltimore,  the  men  of  UarblelieM 
and  Cape  Cod,  saytotbial    Will  they  Joia  ins 
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war  profearing  to  have  for  its  abject  what  they 
would  conrider  (aad  jiuU;  too)  as  the  aaoriflce 
•f  tbur  raaritime  righte,  jet  affec^ng  to  be  a 
war  for  the  prot«otion  of  oomnierce  t 

H«  was  gratified  to  &dA  geDtleraea  acknowl- 
edgiag  the  demoralizing  aai  destraotive  coa- 
•eqnencea  of  tbe  noo -importation  law — oonfeae- 
ing  tbe  truth  of  all  that  its  opponeute  foretold 
wbeo  it  was  enacted.  And  vili  jon  plaoge 
TonnelTcs  in  war,  beorase  jon  have  paseed  a 
fbolish  and  minoQe  law,  and  are  aahamed  to 
r^tealitt  "  Bat  ov  good  friend  tbe  French 
Emperor  stands  in  the  way  of  its  r^teol,"  and 
aa  we  cannot  go  too  &r  in  making  sacrinoea  to 
him,  who  has  given  sncb  demonatratioti  of  his 
loTe  for  the  Americans,  we  mnst,  in  point  of 
fact,  become  parties  to  bis  war.  "  Wbo 
be  so  cruel  as  to  refuse  him  this  tsTOr !" 
imagination  shmnk  from  the  miaeriee  of  such 
A  oonnection.  He  called  apon  tbe  House  to  re- 
flect whether  they  were  not  aboot  to  abandon 
■1!  reclamation  for  the  Dnnarallaled  ontrsges, 
"iDsnltsuid  ii^jarias"  of  tne  Prencb  Qovem- 
ineait,  to  gi^^  »P  off  otalra  for  plondered  mil- 
liona ;  and  asked  what  reparation  or  atoaemoit 
they  oonld  expect  to  obtain  in  hoara  of  fatiu« 
dallianoa,  aAer  they  should  have  made  a  tonder 
(rf  their  person  to  this  great  deflowerer  of  the 
Tirginity  of  republica.  We  had  bj  oar  own 
wise  (he  wonld  not  say  iBue-aon)  measures,  so 
increwed  the  trade  and  wealtli  of  Uontied  and 
Qnebeo,  that  at  last  we  began  to  oast  a  wishfnl 
eye  at  Gwiada.  Having  done  so  much  towards 
its  improvement  by  the  eseroise  of  "bnr  re- 
strictive energies,"  we  began  to  think  the  laborer 
worthy  of  bis  hir«,  and  to  pot  in  claim  fbr  onr 
portion-  Snppeae  it  ODra,  are  we  any  nearer  to 
oar  point?  Ah  his  Minister  sud  to  the  King  of 
Epims,  "may  wenotaswell  taksonr  bottleof 
wine  before  as  after  this  exploit!"  Go  I  raarah 
to  Canada  I  leave  the  broad  boeom  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  her  hundred  tribatary  rivers — ^e 
whole  line  of  seaooast  from  HaohiAB  to  Bt. 
Mary's  DOprotected  I  Too  have  taken  Quebec — 
have  yon  conqnered  England  I  Will  yon  seek  for 
tbe  deep  foiuidatiolu  of  her  power  in  the  froaen 
deaerta  of  Labrador! 


Will  yon  call  upon  her  to  leave  yoar  ports 
and  harbors  untouched,  only  jnat  till  yon  oan 
return  from  Canada  to  deTend  themt  The 
coast  ia  to  be  left  defenceless,  whiW  men  of  the 
interior  are  revelling  in  conquest  and  qrail. 
Bnt  grant  for  a  moment,  for  mere  argnraent's 
sake,  that  in  Canada  you  tonobed  the  sinews  of 
her  strength,  instead  of  removing  a  clog  upon 
her  reaonrcee — an  encnmbrsnoe,  bnt  one,  which, 
from  a  spirit  of  honor,  she  will  vigorously  de- 
fend. In  what  situation  would  ^ou  then  place 
some  of  the  best  men  of  the  nabon  t  As  Chat- 
iuan  and  Borke,  and  the  whole  band  of  her  pa- 
triots, prayed  for  her  de&at  in  1T70,  so  mnst 
some  of  the  tnieet  Mends  to  tbdr  conntry  de- 
precate the  ncoeaa  of  onr  arms  against  the  only 


power  that  h<dda  in  check  the  atob-enemy  of 
mankind* 

Ur.  B.  dedared  that  the  committee  had  out- 
stripped the  Executive.  In  designating  the 
power  against  whom  this  force  was  to  be  em- 
ployed — as  had  most  unadrisably  be«i  done  in 
the  preamble  or  manifesto  with  which  the  ree<^ 
lutioDS  were  prefaced — they  had  not  oonsnlted 
the  views  of  the  Executive ;  that  designation 
waa  equivalent  to  an  abandonment  of  all  onr 
alotms  on  the  French  Oovemment.  Ko  sooner 
waa  the  report  laid  on  tbe  table,  than  the  vol* 
turee  were  flocking  round  their  prey,  the  car- 
caw  of  a  great  Hilitary  Establishmeut— men  of 
tainted  repntstion,  of  brok^i  fortnnes  (if  they 
ever  had  any)  and  of  battered  oonstitntiona. 
"  choice  spirits,  tired  of  the  dnll  pnrsniu  ta 
civil  life,"  were  seeking  after  agendas  and  com- 
missions; willing  to  doie  in  groes  atupidity 
over  the  pnblio  nre ;  to  light  the  pnblio  oandla 
at  both  ends.  HoDorable  men  ondoubtedly 
there  were  ready  to  serve  their  country,  bnt 
what  man  of  spirit,  or  of  self-respect,  wodd  ae- 
cept  a  commission  in  the  present  army? 

The  gentleman  ihim  Tennessee  (Mr.  aKnin>T) 
bad  addreaeed  himselt  yesterday,  eiolnaively  to 
tbe  "  Itepnbl  leans  of  this  Honse.V  Mr.  K. 
knew  not  whether  be  might  oonnder  htntselfaa 
entitled  to  any  part  of  the  benefit  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  diseourse.  It  belonged  not, 
however,  to  that  gentleman  to  deoide.  If  we 
must  have  on  exposition  of  the  doctrines  of 
Bepubliconism,  he  should  receive  it  from  the 
fathers  of  the  Cbnrcb,  and  not  from  the  Junior 
apprentices  of  tbe  law.  He  should  appeal  to 
his  worthy  friends  from  Carolina,  (Meaars.  Ma- 
coirand  ^anfobd,)  "men  with  whom  he  had 
measured  his  strength, "  by  whose  side  he  had 
fought  during  the  reign  of  terror,  for  it  was  in- 
deed sn  hour  of  oormption,  of  oppresMon,  of 
pollntion.  It  was  not  at  all  to  his  taste,  that 
sort  of  Kepubliconitm  which  waa  supported  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic  by  tbe  faUier  of  the 
'eeditioo  law,  John  Adams,  and  by  Peter  Porca- 
pine  on  the  other.  Bepublicanism  I  of  John 
Adams  I  and  William  CobbettI  Par  nobil* 
/ralrvm,  now  united  as  in  1T9S,  whom  tbe 
cruel  walla  of  Newgate  alone  keep  from  flying 
to  each  other's  embrace — but  whom,  in  senti- 
ment it  ia  imposdble  to  divide  1  Qallant  cm- 
sader«  in  the  holy  oaose  of  Republicanism  I 
Buch  "Bepublicanism  does  indeed  mean  any 
thing  or  nothing." 

Our  people  will  not  snbmit  to  be  taxed  for 
this  war  c^  conijuest  and  dominion.  The  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  was  not  oalonlat- 
ed  to  wage  offenuve  foreign  war — it  was  inttl- 
tnted  for  the  ccanmon  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare; and  whosoever  shonld  emtiark  in  a  war 
of  offence,  wonld  put  it  to  a  teet  which  it  was 
by  no  means  GaleniaCed  to  endure.  Unke  it  ont 
that  Great  Britain  Iiad  instigated  tbe  Indiana 
on  tbe  late  occasion,  and  he  was  ready  for 
battle  i  but  not  for  dominion.  He  was  nnwiU- 
ing,  however,  under  present  drcnnutaucea,  to 
take  Canada,  at  the  liak  of  the  constitntion— to 
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embark  in  ooiddkhi  ooqm  ■with  lYanoe  and  be 
dragged  at  the  wheels  of  tbe  car  of  some  Borr 
(V  Boiuparte.  ForsgeDtlemaiifiviii  Tenneaeee 
or  Oeneaea,  «r  Lake  Ghamplaiii,  tiien  maj  b« 
some  procpect  of  kdvuitage.  Their  hemp  wooM 
bear  a  great  price  hy  the  ezolndoD  of  tartiga 
wapplj.  In  that  too  the  great  importws  were 
deeplj  iiiterest«d.  The  upper  ooontrj  od  tiie 
Hodaou  and  the  Lakes  womd  be  enriched  bjr 
the  sopplies  for  the  Xroofis,  which  thej  alone 
could  lomiBh.  The;  would  have  the  eielnsiTe 
market :  to  w;  aotUng  of  tbe  faicreised  pre- 
poaderance  from  the  aoqaiu^on  of  Oanada  and 
that  wetioD  of  tbe  Union,  which  the  Sovtbem 
and  Westeni  Statea  had  already  felt  so  Mverdy 
in  &e  apportionment  bilL 

Ur.  B,  adverted  to  the  defenceleea  state  of 
our  seaports,  and  parttcnlsrt;  of  tlie  Cheeapeake. 
A  aiiwle  spot  only,  on  both  ahorea,  mi^t  be 
eonmdered  in  tolerable  eecnrit; — from  t£e  na- 
tnreof  tbe  port  and  the  strength  of  tbe  popnla- 
tton— end  that  spot  nnhappily  gowned  the 
wbole  Btate  of  Maryland.    Hia  Mend,  the  late 


before  tbe  Legialatnre  of  the  StaUi,  was  liablis 
on  any  night,  to  be  taken  ont  of  bia  bed,  and 
carried  off  with  bia  fbmtly,  by  tbe  most  con- 
temptible picaroon.  Snob  was  tbe  sitnatian  of 
ma^  a  family  in  Uaryland  and  lower  Virginia, 
iu-.  K,  dwelt  on  tbe  danger  arising  from  the 
black  popnlatioD.  He  sdd  he  wonld  touch  this 
anbject  as  tenderly  u  posuble — it  was  with  re- 
Incianco  that  be  toncbed  it  at  all — bot  in  cases 
of  great  emei^ncy,  tbe  Btate  physician  most 
not  be  deterred  by  a  sickly,  byatMioal  Hmnanity, 
from  probing  tbe  woond  of  bia  .patient-^ 
must  not  be  withheld  by  a  faatidioDs  and  mis- 
takui  homanity  from  representing  Ms  tme  dtn- 
ation  to  his  friends,  or  even  to  the  sick  man 
himself,  where  the  occasion  called  for  it.  Vhat 
was  the  ritaation  of  the-  shveboldiag  States! 
During  Ibe  war  of  the  Bevolntion,  so  fixed 
were  their  habits  <^  snlxirdination,  that  when 
the  wbole  soathem  oonntry  was  overrim  by  the 
memy,  who  invited  them  to  desert,  no  fear 
was  ever  entertuned  of  an  insmrection  of  tbe 
siaves.  Dnriiig  the  war  of  seven  years,  with 
onr  conntry  in  posssadon  of  tbe  enemy,  do  snch 
danger  waa  ever  apprehended.  Bat  shoeld  we 
tlierefore  be  tmobsarvant  spectator;)  of  the  pro- 
groBs  of  society,  within  tbe  last  twenty  years — 
of  the  silent  and  powerful  change  wroaght  by 
time  and  chance,  upon  its  oorapoeition  and 
temper  t  When  the  fonntains  of  tbe  great  deep 
of  abomination  were  broken  op,  even  the  poor 
slaves  hod  not  esoaped  the  general  deluge.  Tbe 
Frenoh  Revolntion  bad  p<dtated  even  them. 
Nay,  there  bod  not  been  wanting  men  in  that 
House,  witness  their  Legislative  Legen&re, 
bnteljer  who  once  held  a  seat  there,  to  preach 
ttpoQ  that  Soor  these  imprescriptible  riahts  '  ~ 
oroH-ded  aadience  of  bkcki  in  the  gtulerit 
teaching  them  that  they  are  equal  to  ther  r 
tors ;  in  other  words,  advising  them  to  cnt  their 
throats,     ffimilar  doctrines  were  diseemir 


by  peddlers  from  New  England  and  dsevbo^ 
throoghoiit  the  soathern  connby — and  nusKn 
have  been  found  so  in&toated,  as  by  their  &th 
and  conversation,  by  a  ^neral  oontenpt  tf 
order,  moralitT,  and  religion,  nothinkiiigir  to 
oheriah  th«s9  seeds  of  oelf-destaiiotioa  to  iW 
and  their  fiunilies.  What  was  the  oonsKimMt 
Withm  the  last  ten  years,  rapeatad  alainM  A 
insarreotiim  among  the  davea — some  of  tlm 
awfo]  indeed.  From  tbe  spreading  of  thii  ia- 
femsl  doctrine,  the  wbole  aoothem  coontty  W 
been  thrown  into  a  state  of  insecority.  Mmdcii 
to  tbe  operation  of  moral  caoaes,  had  tdn 
away  from  tbe  poor  slave  his  habits  of  loyii^ 
and  obedience  to  his  nufter,  which  b^tesei 
bis  servitode  by  a  doable  operation ;  bqntbg 
h(s  own  cares  and  disarming  his  marter^  m- 
pidons  and  sevraiiy;  and  now,  like  tnu  (ni> 
pirica  in  politic^  yoo  are  called  npon  to  tmtia 
the  mere  phyni^  strength  of  the  Mter  i4Jd 
hdda  him  in  bondage.  Yon  hare  deprived  kii 
of  all  moral  restraint,  yon  have  tempted  hfaa  to 
eat  of  the  fruit  of  tbe  tree  of  knowledge,  jss 
enoo^  to  perfect  bim  in  wiokednen ;  yon  asn 
opened  bis  eyes  to  bis  nakedness;  joa  hvra 
armed  bis  natore  ag^st  the  hand  that  has  fei, 
that  has  clothed  bin),  that  has  cherished  him  in 
sioknees;  that  hand,  which  before  he  became  s 
pnpil  of  yonr  sohool,  he  had  been  accoatocoed 
to  preaa  with  ren»ectfDl  affection.  Tod  hav« 
done  all  this — and  then  show  him  tbe  gibbet 
and  the  wheel,  aeincentives  to  a  snllen,  repep- 
nant  oliedienoe.  Ood  forbid,  sir,  that  tte 
Soathem  States  should  ever  see  an  etianycn 
thdr  shores,  with  these  infernal  prindjJes  (f 
Fr«neh  fral^nity  in  the  van  I  While  talking 
of  taUi^  Oinada,  some  of  us  were  shndderisg 
for  our  own  safety  at  home.  Be  spoke  froa 
btots,  when  be  said  that  the  night-bell  nenr 
tolled  for  fire  in  Bichraond  that  the  mother  SA 
not  bag  her  inhnt  more  clceely  to  har  boson 
He  had  been  a  witness  of  some  of  the  olanrn  b 
the  capital  irf  Virginia. 

Hr,  it.  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  iqjari 
and  illiberal  imputation  of  Britiab  attachI»u^ 
against  certain  i^iaraoters  in  this  coanlry,  aome- 
timea  innnoated  in  that  Hoose,  but  ofKai; 
avowed  oat  of  it.  J,gainat  whom  were  then 
charges  brongbt?  Agmnst  men,  who  in  ^ 
war  of  the  Revolntion  were  in  the  coiadisrf 
the  nation,  or  fighting  tbe  battles  of  yonr  catu- 
try.  And  by  whom  were  they  made  f  BT 
mnawajB,  chiefly  from  the  British  domioioo^ 
dnce  the  breaking  ont  of  tbe  French  troobks. 
He  indignantly  sold— it  is  inanfiSerable.  It  cw 
not  be  borne.  It  most,  and  ought,  with  Beveritf, 
be  pat  down  in  this  Honse,  and,  out  of  it,  to 
meet  the  he  direct.  We  have  no  fellow  fetfol 
for  tbe  anfiering  and  oppressed  Spanisrffl 
Tet  even  them  we  do  not  reprobate.  Strsis» J 
that  we  should  have  no  objection  to  any  poowe 
or  QovemmonL  clviliMd  or  savage,  to  tbs 
whde  world.  The  great  Antociat  of  sU  u*  . 
Rnsoas  receives  the  homage  of  onr  high  ^ 
sideration.  The  Dey  of  Algiers  and  his  Di'*' 
of  Pirates  are  very  civil,  good  sort  of  peopl*t 
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vith  whom  we  find  no  diffioultj  io  mBinUiniug 
th«  relationa  at  peace  uid  amity — "Torks, 
Jews,  and  Infidels ;  "  Uellimelli,  or  the  Little 
Turtle;  barbarians  and  savagM  td  every  alirae 
and  color,  are  weloome  to  our  arau.  With 
ahiefk  of  banditti,  negro  or  mnlstto,  we  can 
treat  and  can  trade.  Name,  however,  hat 
^EfDffland,  and  all  our  antipathidB  are  up  In  arms 
agaioEt  her.  Against  irbomt  Against  those 
irbose  blood  rans  in  onr  veins ;  in  common 
with  whom  we  elaim  Shskspeare,  and  Newton, 
and  Cbatbani,  for  onr  ooontrymen ;  whose  form 
of  goveminent  is  the  freeet  on  eutb,  onr  own 
only  excepted  J  f^m  whom  erery  valaable 
principle  of  onr  own  institutions  has  been  bor- 
rowed— repreeentation,  Jory  trial,  voting  the 
BnppUss,  writ  of  habeas  corpos — onr  whole 
<nvil  and  Giinnnal  jnris^nidence — against  onr 
fellow  Protestauta  identified  in  blood,  in  Ian- 
gnage^  in  reli^oD  with  onrselvee.  In  what 
Hohool  did  the  wortbiee  of  onr  land,  the  Wash- 
ingtons,  Eenrya,  Hancocks,  Franklitis,  Rnt- 
le^^  of  America  learn  thoee  prinotplea  ot  civil 
liberty  which  were  so  nobly  asserted  by  their 
wisdom  and  valor  I  And  American  resistAoce 
to  British  gsiirpatlon  had  not  been  more  warmly 
cherished  by  these  great  men  and  their  compo- 
triois;  not  more  by  Waahingt^m,  Hancock,  and 
Henry,  than  by  Ohathain  and  his  illnstrioDe  as- 
sociates in  the  British  Parliament.  It  ought  to 
be  remembered,  too,  that  the  heart  of  the  Eag- 
lish  people  was  with  as.  It  was  a  selfish  and 
cormpt  Kinistry,  and  their  servile  tools,  to 
whom  we  were  not  more  opposed  than  they 
were.  He  tmsted  that  none  snch  might  ever 
exist  among  ns — for  tools  will  never  be  want- 
ing to  subserve  the  pnriMiBeB,  however  mhions 
or  wicked,  of  Kings  and  Ministers  of  State. 

He  acknowledged  the  inflnenoe  of  a  Bhak- 
•peare  and  Milton  □»»  his  imagination,  of  a 
Looke  npon  his  onaerstanding,  of  a  Sidney 
upon  his  political  principles,  ot  a  Ohatham  npon 
qualities  which,  wonld  to  God  I  he  poaseasea  in 
common  with  that  iUostrioos  man — of  a  Tillot^ 
■on,  a  Sherlock,  and  a  Portens,  npon  his  reh- 
gion.  TliiB  was  a  Britdsb  infloence  which  he 
oonld  never  shake  off.  He  allowed  mnch  to 
the  just  and  hiHieat  prejndioei  growing  ont  of 
the  Revolution.  Bat  by  whom  had  they  been 
■appreaaed  when  they  ran  oonnter  to  the  int«r- 
eeta  of  his  eoontry!  By  Washington.  By 
whom,  woald  yon  listen  to  them,  are  they  moat 
koMily  felt)  By  felons  etcqted  from  the  Jails 
of  Faria,  Newgate,  and  Eilmainham,  dnce  the 
breaking  out  of  the  French  Revohi^on — who, 
Id  this  abnsed  and  insnlted  ooontry,  have  set  up 
for  poKtioal  teachers,  aid  whose  disciples  give 
no  other  proof  of  th^  progress  in  BepnbSoan' 
iao),  exeept  a  blind  devotion  to  the  most  rath- 
leas  military  despotism  that  the  world  ever  saw. 
These  are  the  patriots,  who  somple  not  to  brand 
with  the  epithet  ef  tory  the  men  (looking 
townds  theaeatof  Ool.  SirrAST)  by  whose  blood 
ymu  Ubertiee  have  been  cemented.  Tbeae  are 
tbey,  who  hold  in  so  koMk  remembrance  the 
ontragee  of  the  British  annies,  from  which 


many  of  them  were  deserters.  Ask  these  self- 
styled  patriots  where  they  were  during  the 
AJnetJcart  war,  (for  they  are  for  the  mo9t  part 
old  enongh  to  have  borne  arms,)  and  you  strike 
them  damh — their-  Mps  are  closed  in  eternal 
silence.  If  it  were  allowable  to  entertain  par- 
tialities, every  oonsi deration  of  blood,  Innguago, 
religion,  and  interest,  would  incline  on  towards 


believe  BchasteningGod  suffers  as  the  soonrge  of 
a  gnilty  world  I  On  all  other  nations  he  tramptea 
—he  holds  them  in  conteitipt — England  alone 
he  hatee;  he  would,  bat  he  cannot  despise  her 
— fear  cannot  despise.  And  shall  we  disparage 
onr  ancestors?— shall  we  bastardize  oarselves 
by  placing  them  even  below  the  brigands  of  St 
Domingo  t  with  whom  Mr.  Adams  had  nego- 
tiated a  sort  of  treaty,  for  which  he  ooght  to 
have  been  nod  wonld  have  been  impeached,  if 
the  people  had  not  previonsly  passed  sentence 
of  diaqaaliflcation  for  their  service  upon  him. 
This  antipathy  to  all  that  Is  English  must  he 
French. 

Bat  the  onb«ges  and  it^nries  of  England, 
bred  np  in  the  prinoiples  of  the  Revolntion,  he 
conld  never  pa]liat«,  mnch  less  defend  them. 
He  well  remembered  fiying  with  his  mother, 
and  her  newgborn  child,  fVom  Arnold  and  Phil- 
lips— and  how  they  had  been  driven  by  Tarleton 
and  other  British  pandoors  fh>m  pillar  to  post 
while  her  husband  was  fighting  the  battles  of 
his  oonntry.  The  impreesion  was  indeUble  on. 
his  memory — and  yet  (like  his  worthy  old  neigh- 
bor, who  added  seven  buck-shot  to  every  cart- 


called  a  tory  by  a  patriot  of  the  last  importa- 
tion. LetuB  not  get  rid  of  one  evil  (supposing 
it  to  be  poesiMe)  at  the  expense  of  a  greater — 
mtitatit  rrMiajtdig.  Suppose  France  in  posses- 
sion of  the  British  naval  power — and  to  her 
the  trident  most  pass  shonld  England  bennable 
to  wield  it — what  would  be  your  condition) 
What  wonld  be  the  situation  of  your  seaporta 
and  their  sea&ring  inhabitants )  Ask  Ham- 
bnrpjLubec.  AskSavwinah.  What,  sir  I  when 
their  privateers  are  pent  np  in  our  harbors  by 
the  British  bull-dogs,  when  they  receive  at  our 
handa  every  rite  of  hospitality,  &om  which 
their  enemy  is  exoladed,  when  they  c^tore 
within  our  own  waters,  interdicted  to  British 
armed  Bhips,'AmericAn  vessels ;  when  such  is 
their  deportment  towards  you,  under  auch  dr- 
cumstances,  what  coold  you  expect  if  they 
were  the  uncontrolled  lords  of  the  ocean)  Had 
those  privateers  at  Savannah  borne  British 
commiaions,  or  had  your  shipments  of  cotton. 
tobaooo,  ashee,  and  what  not,  to  London  and 
Liverpool,  been  confiscated,  and  the  proceeds 
poured  into  the  English  Exchequer — my  life 
npon  it  1  you  would  never  have  listened  to  any 
miserable  wir»^rawn  dindnctiimB  between 
"orders  and  decrees  affecting  our  neutral 
rights,"  and  "municipal  deoreea,"  confiscating 
in  mass  yonr  whole  property.    Ton  wonld  have 
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had  iosUnt  war  1  The  whole  bod  would  bare 
blazed  oat  id  war. 

And  shall  repablkana  beoome  tbe  instrn- 
mentB  of  him  who  had  efikoed  the  title  ot 
AtUla  to  the  "8ooarg«  of  God  I"  Yet  erea 
Attila,  in  the  ftlling  tartaatB  at  dTilintion, 
had,  DO  doabt,  hi*  advooatca,  hia  tools,  faii 
miniocn,  bis  paradtM  in  the  Terj  ooontriM 
that  he  OTerran — aone  of  tliBt  soil  whereon  hia 
hone  had  tn>d ;  where  grass  ooald  never  after 
KTOW.  If  perfectlj  freeh,  Ur.  Bumrajs  said 
(instead  of  being  as  be  wa»— his  memorj 
olonded,  his  intelleot  sti^efled,  his  strength  and 
spirits  ezhausted)  he  ooold  sot  give  ntterance 
to  that  strong  detestation  which  be  felt  towards 
(aboTe  all  other  works  of  the  creation)sndi 
obaracten  as  Zingia,  Tameriane,  Eonli-Ehin, 
or  Bonaparte^  His  instincts  inTtdaBtarilr  re- 
volted at  their  bare  idea.  IfalefiKitors  or  the 
bnnuu  race,  who  gronnd  down  tnan  to  a  tnere 
machine  of  their  ^plons  and  bloodj  ambition. 
Tet,  imder  all  the'aoownnlated  wrongB,  and  in- 
solts,  and  robberies  of  the  last  of  these  chief- 
tuna,  are  we  not  in  point  of  f&et  abont  to  be- 
KHne  a  partf  to  his  views,  a  partner  in  his 
wars? 

But  bef<H«  this  nuseraUe  fi^^se  of  t«i  thon- 
sand  men  was  raised  to  take  Canada,  he  h«sged 
them  to  luok  at  the  state  t^  defipee  at  home 
— to  coant  the  cost  of  the  eDten)riae  befiire  it 
was  set  on  foot,  not  when  it  might  be  too  late 
— when  the  best  blood  of  the  ooootrj  sboald 
be  spilt,  and  can^t  but  MUptj  ooftrs  left  to 
paf  the  coat  Are  thebotintjlandstobegiTeti 
m  Caoadat  It  might  lefloen  his  r^ngnance  to 
that  part  of  the  aystam,  to  grantiiw  theae  laaib,' 
not  to  those  miserable  wretches  wlio  sell  them- 
aelvM  to  olaTer;  for  a  few  doBus  and  a  glass 
of  gin,  bnt  in  fact  to  the  derks  in  onr  offlcea, 
some  of  whom,  with  an  inoome  of  fifteen  bnn- 
dred  or  two  thoosand  dollars,  lived  at  the  rate 
of  fonr  or  fire  thonauid,  and  yet  grew  rich — 
who  perhaps  at  that  moment  were  mniring  oat 
blank  aswgnments  for  these  Iwid  rights. 

He  would  beseech  the  House,  before  th^  ran 
their  heads  against  this  poet,  Quebec,  to  connt 
the  cost  Hia  word  for  it,  Virginia  planters 
wonld  not  be  taxed  to  support  such  a  war — a 
war  which  most  aggravate  their  preeent  dia- 
treeses ;  in  which  the;  had  not  the  remotest  in- 
terest. Where  is  the  Montgomery,  or  even  the 
Arnold,  or  the  Barr,  who  is  to  marob  to  Point 
Levi  I 

He  called  upon  those  profesring  to  be  repnb- 
Bcans  to  make  good  the  promises  held  oat  bj 
tb^  republican  predeoessore  when  tbej  came 
into  power — promises  which,  for  jeara  after- 
war^  they  had  honestly,  fiuthfullj  fUfilled. 
"We  had  vaoated  of  paying  off  the  national 
debt,  of  retrenching  usdein  establishments ;  and 
vet  had  now  become  as  infataated  with  stand- 
ing armies,  loans,  taxes,  navies,  and  war,  aa 
ever  were  the  Eswx  Junto,  IV  iiat  repoUioan- 
iNniathis! 


WEman^T,  December  11. 
Ibreiffn  Salatumt. 

The  Hooae  remmed  the  oonaid<nition  cf  tte 
report  ot  the  Oomnuttee  oa  Fonaga  Tb'latldm 

Mr.  BitmAXD  H.  Jobrbmi  said  be  .net  tt 
thank  the  oonmittee  for  tkt  t^KMt  whiebwM 
offered  to  the  Hooaa,  and  the  reeotntions  wUdi 
were  reeommended ;  thon^  the  meesons  U 
short  of  his  wishes,  and,  he  befieved,  of  pntifie 
expectation.  The  nlterior  measores,  howenr, 
promiaed  by  the  committee  aatis6ed  tus  nod, 
and  ha  shonld  give  the  repeat  bis  warm  xf- 
port  The  chaSman  had  gtrva  the  vien  it 
the  oammittee.  The  exp«&ion  at  the  BriM 
bota  tbetr  North  Amerieaa  panearicos,  ai 
gnatiiw  lettwB  of  marqoe  and  reprisal  igHal 
Great  Britain  are  eontemplated.  Lo^itliw 
Message  of  the  President  At  a  romntat  kMt 
to  be  ezpeoted,  when  Franca  bad  eseaed  t* 
vHdate  our  nentral  ri^ita,  and  the  <dive  brtadi 
was  tendered  to  Great  Britain,  her  orden  ii 
coonoil  w^e  put  into  a  more  rigorots  aiMt- 
tioD.  Not  satisfied  with  refusing  a  redren  fit 
wnHigs  committed  on  our  ooasis  and  in  tlia 
months  ot  onr  harbors,  onr  trade  is  snnoje^ 
and  onr  nati<«al  rif^la  invaded ;  and,  to  doM 
the  scene  of  iusdenoe  and  iqinry,  r^ardleas  rf 
onr  moderation  and  our  Jnstioe,  she  has  bcogtt 
home  to  the  "  thiobold  of  onr  territor?,"  moa- 
nres  of  actnal  war.  As  the  love  of  peses  bM 
ao  long  produced  forbearance  ui  our  part, 
while  commercial  oopidi^  has  incresMd  tlM 
di^M>ntion  to  plunder  on  the  Dart  ot  Gnat 
Britun,  I  feel  rdoioed  that  the  nour  of  rant- 
anoe  ia  at  haoo,  and  that  the  Presideo^  in 
whom  the  people  has  so  mnoh  confidence,  hn 
warned  us  of  the  perils  that  await  them,  loi 
has  exhorted  as  to  put  on  the  armor  of  deftnee, 
'        '  the  msnlj 


filling  Qp  the  ranks  of  the  present  nuUbBT 
eatabliahment,  and  to  luigthen  the  tenn  tt 
service;  to  raise  an  auzUiarr  tortx  fbramm 
limited  time ;  to  anUiorize  Uie  aeeeptann  ct 
volunteers,  and  provide  for  otdKng  out  datsib- 
ments  of  militia  as  circnmstancea  maj  reqidrb 
For  the  first  time  nnee  my  entrance  Inlo  diii 
body,  there  now. seems  to  be  bntoneopin'^ 
with  a  great  minority — that  with  Great  Britna 
war  is  inevitable ;  tiiat  the  hopes  of  tba  •■>* 
Buine  aa  to  a  returning  sense  of  Britidi  jot^ 
nave  expired;  that  the  prophecies  of  tbs  di»- 
oemiaghare  Uled  ;  and,  that  her  infernal  sj» 
tem  has  driven  ns  to  the  brink  of  ■  B«M*>d 
revolution,  aa  important  aa  the  first  Vf» 
the  Wabash,  Qirongh  the  iafloenoe  of  Bri^ 
agents,  and  witUn  onr  territorial  sea  bt  :^ 
British  navy,  the  war  has  already  commewed. 
Thus,  the  folly,  the  power,  and  the  tyrannj  « 
Great  Briti^n,  have  taken  tram  ns  the  Int 
alternative  of  longer  fivbearance. 

Mr.  J.  taid  we  mnat  now  oppose  tbe&rtlMr 
encroaohments  of  Great  Britain  by  war,  or  ft^ 
mally  annal  the  Declaration  of  oar  ln^^|^ 
woe,  and  acknowledge  onnelvea  her  devoted 
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colonies.  The  people  whom  I  reprewnt  will  not 
heait&te  which  of  the  two  ooorseB  to  obooee ; 
and,  if  we  kre  involved  in  war,  to  maintain  onr 
desrast  r^te,  and  to  preeerve  oor  indepeadenoe, 
I  pledge  myself  to  thia  House,  and  mj  oonstitn- 
•nta  to  this  nation,  that  they  will  not  be  wanting 
in  valor,  nor  in  their  proportion  of  men  and 
money  to  proaecnte  die  war  with  ef^oL  Befbre 
we  relinqniah  the  oonfliot,  I  wish  to  see  Great 
Britain  reoonnce  the  piratical  syBtein  of  paper 
Uookade ;  to  liberate  our  captured  seamen  on 
board  her  shipe  of  war ;  relinqaish  the  practioe 
of  impressRieat  on  board  our  merchant  vessels ; 
to  repeal  her  Orders  In  Conncil;  and  cease,  in 
-erery  other  reepeet,  to  violate  our  neutral  rights ; 
to  treat  DS  as  an  independent  people.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Virgiula  (Ifr.  BAircoLpa)  bas  ob- 
Jeotad  to  the  destination  of  this  anilliary  force 
— the  ooonpaUon  of  the  Oanadaa,  and  the  other 
British  possraeions  npon  our  borders  where  onr 
laws  are  violated,  the  Indians  stimolatad  to 
mmrd^  oar  citizens,  and  where  there  is  a  British 
jnonopolyof  the  peltryaudibr  trade.  I  sfaontd 
not  wish  Sa  extend  the  boondary  ot  the  United 
States  hy  war  if  Great  Britain  would  leave  ns 
to  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  indenendence ;  bnt, 
Mfisidetlng  her  deadly  and  implacable  enmity. 
Mid  hCT  oontinned  hostility,  I  Bhall  never  die 
contented  antil  I  see  her  ezpnlsion  from  North 
America,  and  her  territories  incorporated  with 
the  United  States.  It  is  strange  ttiat  the  gen- 
tlonan  would  panse  before  refuBbgthia  faroe,  if 
destined  to  keep  the  negroes  in  subordination 
— who  are  not  in  a  state  of  inanrrection  as  I  nn- 
dcfBtand — and  he  will  abeolutely  refose  to  vote 
this  fbroe  to  defend  na  ag^nst  the  lawless  «g- 
greniona  of  Oreat  Britain— a  nation  in  whose 
&vor  he  bad  Mid  so  mach. 

Bnl  he  has  a  dislike  to  the  Canadian  flench. 
Frenoh  blood  b  hateftil  to  him.  1  have  no  donht 
Imt  the  Canadian  French  are  as  good  citizens  as 
the  Canadian  English,  or  the  r^ugee  tones  of 
the  Bevolation;  nor  have  I  any  dooht  bnt  a 
great  majority  of  that  vast  conunnnity  are  sonnd 
in  thMr  morals  and  in  their  politics,  and  would 
make  worthy  members  of  the  United  States. 

But,  open  tike  sacred  pages  of  the  Jonmalsof 
the  Ooo^rees  of  1774-'76~that  Congress  which 
eommenoed,  aAd  conducted  to  victory,  the 
American  Revolotion.    Upon  the  pages  cnf  the 


and  the  province  of  Qaebeo,  oontuniog  the  Ian- 
gnoge  of  affectionate  iwpeat,  and,  in  the  wanntii 
of  patriotism.  Inviting  them  to  nnite  against 
British  ^'rsnny,  to  make  the  cause  of  qnarret 
eommcm,  and  to  enter  into  the  onion  of  the 
States  on  the  principles  of  eqnality.  The  en- 
croachments of  Great  Britain  are  depicted  in  the 
most  vivid  oolors,  and  then  tbey  say  "  we  shall 
consider  the  vlohmon  of  yonr  nghta  a  violation 
of  our  own,  and  voa  are  invited  to  aceade  to 
the  ooafederacy  of  the  States."  Thna,  the  pa> 
triets  of  the  Revolntioa  styled  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Britiah  previnoea  friends  and  fellow-anffer- 


ers  in  1774:  althongh  then  bnt  a  handfiil  (^ 
men  compared  to  their  present  nnmbers,  and 
only  ten  years  bad  elapaed  from  their  first  in- 
corporation with  the  British  dominions;  and 
nolhing  bat  the  want  of  phymcal  power  and 
means  prevented  their  indepiendcDce  in  1770. 
The  misfortunes  of  oar  arms  at  Qnebeo,  and  in 
that  qnarter,  are  well  known.  These  overtnree 
of  the  Old  Oungrees  did  not  stop  here.  After 
the  Artiolce  of  Confederation  had  been  adopted, 
the  door  was  lelt  open  for  the  reoeption  of  the 
Conadas,  and  the  hope  was  not  lost  until  British 
arms  riveted  the  chains  of  slavery  npon  them, 
which  at  that  time  ooold  not  be  broken.  Now, 
sir,  tliese  people  are  more  enlightened,  they  have 
a  great  Ainenoan  population  among  them,  and 
tbey  have  correct  ideas  of  liberty  and  independ- 
enoe,  and  only  want  an  opportunity  to  tiirow 
off  the  yoke  of  their  taakmakers. 

Let  ns  not  think  so  meanly  of  the  hnrnan 
character  and  the  hnnian  mind.  We  are  in 
pnnmlt  of  happiness,  and  we  place  a  great  valne 
npon  liberty  as  the  means  of  hsppiness.  What 
then,  let  me  ask,  has  changed  the  character  of 
those  people,  that  they  are  to  be  deroisedt 
What  new  order  of  things  has  djaqnalifled  them 
for  the  enjoyment  of  Lberty)  Has  any  male- 
diction of  Heaven  doomed  them  to  perpetnal 
vassalage }  •  Or,  will  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia pretend  to  more  wisdom  and  more  patri- 
otism than  the  oonetellation  of  patriots  who 
oondncted  the  Infant  Republic  through  the 
Bevolutiont  In  point  of  t«rritorial  limit,  the 
map  will  prove  Its  importanee.  The  watws  of 
the  St.  I^wrenoe  and  the  Uisdsuppi  interlock 
in  a  nomber  of  places,  and  tfie  great  Disposer 
of  Human  Events  intended  those  two  rivers 

)le. 

British  influence 
had  any  agency  in  the  late  dreadCiil  conflict  and 
maasaore  upon  the  Wabash  ;  and  this  is  said  to 
vindicate  the  British  nation  from  so  foul  a 
charge.  Sir,  look  to  the  book  of  the  Bevola- 
tion. See  die  Indian  savages  in  Bnrgoyne's 
army  urged  on  every  oocanon  to  use  the  ecalp- 
ing-knife  and  tom^iawk~-not  in  battle,  but 
apiinst  old  men  and  women,  and  children ;  ht 
the  night,  when  they  were  taught  to  believe  an 
OmniKlent  ^e  oonld  not  see  their  guilty  deeds: 
and  thoa  haidened  in  iniquity,  they  perpetrated 
the  same  deeds  by  the  lignt  of  the  sun,  when  no 
arm  was  found  to  oppose  or  protect.  And  when 
thia  crying  sin  was  opposed  by  Lord  Ohatham, 
in  the  Honse  of  Lords,  the  employment  of  tb«ee 
Indians  was  Justified  by  a  speech  from  one  of 
tiie  Mimstry.  Thus  we  see  how  the  principles 
of  honor,  of  hnmanity,  of  Christianity,  were  vio- 
lated and  instlfled  in  the  ttea  of  the  world. 
Therefore,  I  can  have  no  donbt  of  the  inSneuce 
of  British  agenta  In  keeping  np  Indian  hostility 
to  the  peopfe  of  the  United  States,  independeat 
of  the  stn>ng  prooft  on  this  ocoasiou ;  and,  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  pretended  that  these  agents 
are  too  moral  or  too  religions  to  do  the  infamooa 
deed.    So  mndi  for  the  ezpuMtm  of  Great  Brit- 
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Bin  from  her  dominioiit  ia  North  Aiii«ioa,  and 
tb«ir  inomporatioii  ioto  the  United  States  of 
America. 

The  gentlemaa  from  VirgiDia  Mfs  we  ve 
identified  with  the  British  in  religion,  In  blood, 
in  langaage,  and  deeply  laments  oar  hatred  to 
that  oooiitrjr,  vbo  can  boast  of  BO  num;  Utuatri- 
OQB  characters.  This  deep-rooted  enmity  to 
Great  Britain  ariaM  fl«ni  her  inMdiona  p«ui<9r, 
the  oKprinir  of  her  perfidiona  oondnet  toWiuda 
the  United  States.  Her  diaposiliMi  isimfHaid* 
I J ;  her  enniltr  is  imfriacable ;  abe  dckena  at 
oor  proqierity  and  luq)pinefl8.  If  obUgatimia  <^ 
friendship  do  exist,  why  doea  Qreat  Britwn  rend 
thoae  tiea  asaader,  and  open  the  Ueeditig  wonnde 
of  former  conflictat  Or  doea  the  obl^ation  of 
friendship  exiat  on  the  part  of  the  UdAm  Stktea 
ahmet  I  have  never  thought  Out  the  tiee  of 
religion,  of  blood,  of  language,  and  of  omumeroe, 
'woold  justify  or  sanctify  insnlt  and  injory — on 
the  oontrarr,  that  a  premeditated  wrong  frmn 
'  the  hand  of  a  friend  created  more  seninbility, 
and-deaerred  the  greater  chastisement  an3  the 
higher  ezecration.  What  wonld  yon  think  of  a 
man,  to  whom  70a  were  t>oand  by  the  most  sa- 
cred ties,  who  wonld  pionder  yon  of  yonr  snb- 
■UUKe,  Mm  «  deadly  blow  at  yoor  honor,  and  in 
the  hour  of  coofld^iGe  endeavor  to  boty  a  da^ 
gerin  yonr  bosom!  Wonld  yon,  nr,  proolum 
to  the  world  yonr  afibotion  for  this  miscreant  of 
society,  after  this  conduct,  and  endeaTOr  to  in- 
terest yonr  audience  with  Hie  tiea  of  kindred 
that  bonnd  yon  to  each  other  t  So  let  it  be 
with  nations,  and  there  will  be  neither  surprise 
nor  lamentation  that  we  execrate  a  (Government 
so  hostile  to.  our*  independence — for  it  is  from 
the  Government  that  wa  meet  with  snch  mnlti- 
plied  injury,  and  to  that  object  is  onr  hatred 
directed.  As  to  indiridnals  of  merit,  whether 
Briti^  or  French,  I  presnme  no  person  wonld 
accose  the  people  of  the  United  States  <tf  each 
hatred  to  them,  or  of  despising  individoals,  who 
might  not  be  iostrnmental  in  the  maritime  des- 
potiim  which  we  feel ;  and  this  acconnta  for  the 
veneration  we  hare  for  Bidney  and  Knssell, 
statesmen  of  whom  the  gentleman  hai  SDoken ; 
they  are  fatal  examples  wbr  we  shonld  love 
the  British  Government,  The  records  of  that 
Qovemment  are  now  stained  with  the  blood  of 
these  martys  in  freedom's  cause,  as  vilely  as 
with  the  blood  of  American  dtisens ;  and  cer- 
tunly  wesbsll  not  be  called  open  to  lore  eqnally 
tlte  mnrderer  and  the  victim.  For  Grod's  sake 
let  ns  not  again  be  told  of  the  ties  of  religion, 
of  laws,  of  blood,  and  of  cnstom^  which  bind 
the  two  nations  together,  with  a  view  to  extort 
onr  love  for  the  English  Government,  andraOre 
especially  when  the  same  gentleman  has  ac- 
knowledged that  we  have  ample  canse  of  war 
■gainst  that  nation — let  ns  not  be  told  of  the 
freedom  of  that  corrupt  Government  whose 
hands  are  washed  alike  in  the  blood  of  her  own 
ilhistrions  statesmen,  far  a  manly  oppcation  to 
tyraimy,  and  the  citizens  of  every  other  clime. 
Bnt  I  woold  inqnire  into  this  love  for  the  British 
Government  and  British  insMotions,  in  the 


grose,  without  any  discrimination.  Why  tore 
her  mieraf  Why  Wss  the  rod  of  iron  whid 
inflicts  the  stripes  without  a  cansef  When  tO 
admit  we  have  Jnet  canse  of  war,  inch  aCIs^ 
menta  are  dangeroos,  and  eaeoorage  eocnad)- 
menL  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  onr  bstredrf 
the  British  Government  is  not  oommensnnls 
with  her  depredations  and  her  ontngce  on  oer 
rights,  or  we  should  have  waged  a  dwdly  w 
against  her  many  years  past.  The  sn)^  of 
tiatifm  attaehmeats  and  British  batred  basbsca 
examined  at  oonuderaUe  length.  I^dnotia- 
tend  te  begin  that  dlacoseion,  but  I  will  pmnt 
it,  and  thoiwh  I  make  no  charge  of  Britid  tt- 
taofamenta,  I  will,  at  all  time*,  at  eveiy  hsaid, 
defend  the  Administration  and  the  Repnbficn 
party  awnst  the  charge  of  foreign  partialities 
— Frenwi  or  Spanish,  or  any  other  iaai,  whsn 
utplied  to  the  meaanres  a  onr  Govcnmeat 
Tlua  foreign  inflaenee  is  a  dangeroos  »emf ; 
we  should  destroy  the  means  of  its  drenittioe 
among  ns — like  ^e  fatal  tnnic,  it  destooys  what 
it  touches.  It  is  insidioos,  invidUa,  and  tsksi 
advantage  of  the  most  nnscupectiDg  hours  of  so- 
cial intercourse.  I  woold  not  deny  the  good 
will  of  France  nor  of  Great  Britain  to  have  m 
nndne  inflDenoe  among  os.  Bnt  Great  Britn 
alone  has  the  means  of  tUs  inflnence  to  0  o- 
tent  dangeroos  to  tbe  United  States.  It  lus 
been  s^d  that  Great  Britun  was  flghting  the 
battles  of  the  world — that  she  stands  s^intf 
nniversal  dominion  threatened  by  tiie  arch-fiesd 
of  mankind.  I  shonld  be  sorry  if  cor  indepeat 
enoe  depended  upon  the  power  (^  Great  Bnt- 
ein.  If;  however,  she  would  act  the  part  of  i 
friendly  power  towards  the  United  States,  I 
shonld  never  wish  to  deprive  her  of  power,  af 
wealth,  of  honor,  of  pro^writy.  But  if  her  en- 
ergies are  to  be  directed  against  the  liberlieiaf 
thtefr^e  and  happy  people,  against  mynstim 
oonntry,  I  should  not  ai^  a  tear  if  the  fist- 
anchored  ifle  wonld  rank  into  the  wavei^  pro- 
vided the  innocent  inhabitants  could  eae^ieth* 
deluge  and  find  an  aaylmn  in  a  more  fsvorsUi 
soiL  And  as  to  the  power  of  France,  I  kK  it 
as  little  ss  any  other  power ;  I  woold  off* 
her  aggressions,  nnder  any  ctrcnmstaiioei^  u 
soon  as  I  woold  British  ootragee. 

The  tiee  of  relidon,  of  language,  c€  blood,  ■ 
it  regards  Great  Britain,  are  dangerons  ties  to 
■this  country,  with  her  present  hostile  diipoo- 
Uon — instead  of  pledges  of  friendship  tbsrm 
used  to  paralyze  the  strength  of  the  Csttn 
States  in  relation  to  her  aggreeaions.  That  u* 
other  tiee  equally  efficacious.  The  nnmbw  « 
her  commercial  Madera  within  oor  fimil^  1>^ 
agents,  &c^  the  vast  Britieh  capital  emplo/** 
in  oor  commerce  and  onr  moneyed  institaCioD^ 
connected  with  her  language,  anecetiy,  anstew 
habits,  and  laws.  These  are  tonnidaMe  uxafls 
for  estranging  the  affections  (rfmany  froni  «w 
republican  institntions,  and  producing  paiou- 
ties  for  Great  Britain.  Now  I  diall  attend  to 
the  charge  of  partiaUtj  in  onr  msMoree  tow* 
Prance.  It  is  an  is^uation  not  fcondcd  la 
fact,  and  can  only  exist  in  the  iniagiaatioa  of 
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Otoao  who  may  iDsmaate  it.  We  &re  Dot  driven 
to  mere  declarationa — the  truth  of  the  aseertioti 
is  bottomed  opon  the  statute  records  of  Qie  Unit- 
ed Statee ;  and  we  appeal  to  th6  character  of 
ttrery  meatnre  relaliTe  to  fbreign  relationa, 
the  adoption  of  the  embargo,  in  oouMqnence  of 
tbe  Tiotation  of  neutral  righta  upon  the  high 
•MB.  The  direct  object  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
de<n«ea  wae  the  rain  of  all  trade  to  British  ports 
— and  the  object  of  t^e  Orders  in  ConncU  was 
the  deatTQctioD  of  all  oonitiieroe  to  French  porte 
and  ports  from  which  the  British  flag  was  ez- 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Tirginia  has  called  the 
military  regnlu-  forces  ma^»narie«.  If  by  this 
appellation  any  reproach  or  degradation  ts  ' 
tended,  its  justice  and  propriety  Is  denied.  _  . 
timca  like  the  presmit,  when  dan^rs  thicken 
opon  us,  at  the  moment  when  we  are  compelled 
by  most  wanton  tyranny  upon  the  high  seas, 
and  upon  land  may  be  added,  to  abandon  onr 
peaceftil  habits  for  the  din  of  arms,  officers  and 
soldiers  in  this  conntry  are  governed  by  the 
noble  feelings  of  patriotism  and  of  valor.  The 
history  of  the  world  may  be  nmaacked ;  other 
BBtions  may  be  bronght  in  review  before  na, 
and  examples  of  greater  heroism  cannot  be 
quoted,  than  ehalL  be  performed  in  battle  by 
our  officers  and  soldlere,  military  and  naval  and 
marine.  The  deeds  of  their  ancestors  wotdd  be 
before  them ;  glory  woold  animate  their  bosoms, 
and  love  of  conntry  woold  nerve  the  heart  to 
deeds  of  mighty  fame.  If,  therefore,  there 
shonld  not  be  a  diminntioD  of  respect  for  those 
who  entertain  an  opiruon  ao  degrading  to  onr 
army,  it  should  at  least  be  nnderstood  that  soch 
opinions  do  not  lessen  the  confidence  dae  to 
taoM  who  &ithfaliy  serve  their  country,  and 
who  wonld  lay  down  thdr  life  for  it.  This 
reflecti<«  brings  to  memory  the  late  memorable 
conflict  upon  the  Wabash.  Governor  Harrison 
pitched  bis  tents  sear  the  Prophet's  town ; 
and  although  this  fkuatio  and  his  followers  col- 
lected, and  the  Amerioan  forces  were  anxious 
to  finish  the  work  by  an  open  aud  daylight 
engagement,  if  there  was  a  necessity  to  resort 
to  arms,  their  impetuous  valor  was  eadlv  stayed, 
when  they  were  informed  that  the  wnite  flag 
tf  peaoe  was  to  be  hoisted  next  morning,  ana 
the  effiision  of  blood  was  to  be  spared.  Bnt  in 
tbe  nlent  watohes  of  the  night,  relieved  fkim 
tbe  fiUignea  of  valor,  and  slumbering  nnd^  the 
perfldioDs  promisee  of  the  savages,  who  were 
tr^iriated  and  made  drunk  by  British  tntders, 
dreaming  of  the  tender  smile  of  a  mother,  and 
the  fond  embraces  of  aSeotionalA  wives,  and  of 
prattling  cbildren  npon  their-  knees,  on  their 
return  from  the  fat^ea  of  a  campaign] — the 
destroyers  CMne  with  the  sUent  inatrnmeuts  of 
d^th,  tbe  war  dob,  the  scalpii^  knife,  the  toma- 
Itaiek,  and  tbe  bow  and  arrow ;  with  these  they 
penetrate  into  the  heart  of  onr  foroee— they 
enter  tbe  touts  of  our  officers — many  dose  their 
tjea  in  death — it  was  a  trying  moment  for  the 
Ttat  of  our  heroes,  bat  tbey  were  equal  to  tbe 
dimKttil  occBHon.    The  Amerioan  foroee  flew 


to  arms ;  they  rallied  at  the  voic«  of  their  offi- 
cers, and  soon  checked  the  work  of  death. 
The  savages  were  successively  and  snocesafiiUy 
charged  and  driven  until  daylight,  when  they 
disappeared  like  the  mist  c€  morning.  In  this 
dreadfol  conflict  many  were  killed  and  wonnded 
on  both  sides ;  nud  the  volunteers  and  tbe  regi- 
ment under  Colonel  Boyd  acted  and  fought  with 
equal  bravery  and  to  their  immortal  honor. 
The  volnnteera  from  Kentacky  were  men  of 
valor  and  worth — young  men  of  hopetU  pros- 
pects, and  married  men  of  reputation  and  in- 
telligence, governed  by  so  mercenary  views — 
honor  prompted  them  to  serve  their  oonntry. 
Bome  of  these  fUlen  heroes  were  my  aoqn^t- 
anoea,  my  friends :  one  not  the  least  oonmiououa 
lived  in  my  district — Colonel  Owens ;  Colonel 
Daviess,  a  neighbor.  Yon,  Kr.  Bpeakei\  know 
tbe  worth  of  some  of  these  men ;  and  I  rM;ret 
that  you  are  not  In  my  place  to  speak  tbeir 
praise.  So  long  as  the  records  of  this  transac- 
tion remain,  the  Stb  of  November  nill  not  bo 
forgotten,  and  time  ahall  only  brighten  tiie  fame 
of  the  deeds  of  onr  army,  and  a  tear  shall  be 
shed  for  those  who  have  Men.  Bnt  the  loss 
will  not  be  felt  by  the  public  alone :  the  friends 
of  their  social  hours  will  regret  their  loss ;  the 
widow  will  mourn  her  disconsolate  sitoation ; 
the  orphan  shall  cry  for  the  return  of  his. father 
in  vain;  and  the  mother  carry  her  sorrow  to 
the  grave.  Let  this  ornamented  ball  be  clothed 
with  the  symb6ls  of  mourning,  although  onr 
army  proved  victorious  in  war ;  and  to  tbeir 
memory  let  a  monument  be  erected  in  tbe  hearts 
of  a  grateful  country, 

Mr.  WmoHT.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  must  beg  the 
indulgence  of  tite  House  while  I  deliver  my 
opinion  on  the  snt^eot  now  under  consideration, 
tbe  most  important  that  has  been  submitted 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  I,  nr, 
shall  take  the  liberty  of  varying  the  qnastitai 
from  the  honorable  member  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
RuiDOLPH,)  who  yesterday  cousidered  it  a  ques- 
tion of  peace  »  war.  1  shall  oonaider  it  as  a 
question  of  war  or  submisrion,  dire  alternatives, 
of  which,  however,  I  trust  no  honest  Amerioan 
can  hesitate  in  choosing,  when  the  quetition  is 
oorrectly  stated  and  distinctly  under8tix>d.  The 
gentleman  from  Vii^ia  contends  that  it  is  a 
dispute  about  the  carrying  trade,  brought  on  na 
by  the  cnpidity  of  the  American  merchanta,  in 
which  the  fanner  and  planter  have  littie  in- 
terest ;  that  he  will  not  consent  to  tax  his  con- 
stitnents  to  carry  on  a  war  for  it ;  that  the 


enemy  is  invulnerable  on  the  "monnt^n  wave,' 
tbe  element  of  our  wrongs,  but  shonld  they ' ' 
late  the  "ttatalt  lehim,"  he  would  point  ul 


element  of  our  wrongs,  but  shonld  they  vio- 
the  "ttatalt  lehim,"  he  would  point  ul  tha 
energies  of  the  nation  and  avenge  the  wrcng. 
Was  that  gentieman  stricken  on  ^e  nose  by  a 
man  so  tall  that  be  oonid  not  reach  his  nose,  I 
strongly  incline  to  think  his  manly  pride  woiUd 
not  permit  him  to  decline  the  conflict.  Sir, 
the  honorable  member  is  incorrect  in  hia  prem- 
ises, and,  at  ooorae,  in  his  conclusions.  I  will 
endeavor  to  convince  him  of  this,  and  shall  be 
gradflad  if  I  can  enlist  bis  talents  m  the  side  of 
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ft  bleeding  countr;.  Sir,  the  ^oUtione  of  the 
oommerdal  rights  of  which  we  oomplaia  do  Lot 
only  eratimM  the  earrjing  trftde,  praperlj  bo 
called,  bnt  b1m>  the  cariTiiie  of  the  prodncta  of 
OUT  own  soil,  the  fhiits  of  our  own  indostrj; 
theie,  althoogh  i^joriotu  onlj  to  onr  property, 
are  Jiut  cansee  of  war.  Bot,  rir,  the  in)pr«ae- 
ment  of  onr  native  seameii  is  a  ebvke  at  the 
vitals  of  liberty  itsell^  and  although  it  does  Dot 
touch  the  "luttaU  wAtm,"  yet  it  enalsTra  the 
"natko*^lio$" — the  nntive  tcma  of  America; 
And,  in  the  ratio  that  liberty  is  preferable  to 
property,  onght  to  enlist  the  patriotic  feelings 
of  uat  honorable  member,  and  make  bta  bosom 
burn  with  that  holy  fire  that  inspired  the  patiiotB 
of  the  Revolntioiu 

Sir,  die  canTing  trade — by  which  I  mean  the 
oarrjing  artiolce,  ihe  growth,  produce,  or  mano- 
&ctnre  of  a  foreign  c^fr— exoept  Brtides  con- 
traband of  war — is  as  mneh  the  right  of  the 
American  people  as  the  carrying  the  prodncts 
of  their  own  toil,  and  is  not  oclv  aeonred  by 
the  law  of  nations,  bnt  by  the  pontfre  prorisioiu 
of  the  British  Treaty.  To  as,  air,  it  is  an  aU- 
imnortant  right.  We  import  from  the  Weet 
Indies,  annMlly,  property  to  the  amoont  of 
fort;  millions  of  dollars,  for  which  we  p^  in 
the  prodncts  of  onr  own  eoH  \  of  this,  ten  mil- 
lions only  are  congomed  in  the  United  Butee, 
and  the  Borplos  thirty  millions  are  exported  to 
fbrugn  conntriee,  on  which  the  Amerioan  mer- 
chant pays  three  per  cent,  on  the  dntdee  to  the 
United  States,  obtains  the  profits  on  the  freight 
of  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  and  famishes  a 
market  for  American  productions  to  the  same 
amoont  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Yir- 
ginis  said,  that  that  little  spot  in  Maryland, 
Baltimor«,  which  was  well  fortified  and  secure 
from  an  attack,  Iiad  nnbonnded  inflnenee ;  "  that 
the  lords  of  Baldmore  "  governed  the  Kepreeeot- 
ativee  <rf  Uaryland  in  their  votes  on  this  sol^eet. 
No,  sir,  every  district  of  Uaryland  solemnly  pro- 
teett  agiupst  anbrniadon  to  any  foreign  power, 
and  I  have  no  donbt  will  approve  the  votes  of 
tiieir  members  on  this  fioor,  "  to  prepare  tbr 
war,"  or  for  war  itself  rather  than  scbmisaon. 
Baltimore,  by  the  indostry  and  commercial  en- 
terprise of  her  citizens,  has  grown  cat  of  the 
tea  into  a  great  oommeroial  dty,  has  diffnsed 
the  benefits  of  commerce  into  every  section  of 
the  State,  by  making  a  great  demand  for  the 
prodocte  of  onr  soil  and  industry,  and  a  conse- 
quent increase  of  price,  whereby  every  fbot  of 
land  in  lUryland  is  made  more  valnable,  and 
whereby  the  interest  of  every  port  of  the  State 
is  identmed  with  theirs ;  for  tnis  she  is  Jnstly 
entitled  to  onr  respect.  Bnt,  rir,  she  haa  no 
occasion  to  inftise  her  patriotic  fire — so  pre- 
eminent in  the  case  of  the  Chesmeake — into 
the  Repreeentatives  of  Uaryland.  They  know 
tiie  wishes  of  their  cwutitiunta,  and  will  moat 
certainly  obey  them. 

Ur.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from  Yirginia 
has  declared  that,  if  he  eonld  believe  that  the 
late  maasaere  of  the  troop*,  in  the  attack  on 
Qovemor  EarriiSB  by  t^  TniliMmij  under  the 


Prophet,  was  the  effect  of  Britiah  agency,  ^ 
woold  unite  with  us,  heart  and  hand,  and  per- 
eonallj  assist  to  avenge  the  bloody  deed.  I  &el 
a  c<Hutdenoe,  that  if  the  gentleman  will  attend 
to  the  drcomstaooes  of  tliis  case,  and  taka  a 
retrospective  view  of  the  c«)dnct  of  the  Biitiaii 
Qovemment,  be  will  feel  no  donbt  of  the  &et. 
I  will  take  the  liberty  of  pointing  the  geiitfe- 
man's  attention  to  some  of  the  promiseiit  Ha*- 
tares  of  that  government,  whi^  will  go  ftr  in 
establishing  that  fact  When  DonmoEe,  Gover- 
nor of  Virginia,  ia  ITTfi,  fbood  it  jmoeamrj  to 
a  nit  the  aeat  of  government,  and  go  on  board 
le  fleet  for  safe^  fivm  the  Bendntionaiy  vee- 
geanoe  of  the  patriots  of  Virginia — at  a  period, 
lioo,  when  the  Amerioans  were  sning  Cor  jnstiea 
1^  thdr  hnmble  petitiMU  to  the  King  and  Par- 
liament; and  when  that  Chathani,  uie  gentle- 
man  from  Virginia  hw  SO  hi^Iy  eztolM,  ma 
the  advocate  of  onr  violated  ri^ta — Donmcrv 
issaed  a  proclamation  inviting  the  negroea  to 
his  standard ;  to  cnt  the  throats  of  their  ma»- 
ters ;  and  promised  them  a  pardon.  This  bet 
I  know,  bom  having  preeuited  that  prodaia*- 
tion  to  a  court  at  Korthampton  in  Virgiaia,  to 
indnoe.  them  to  oommnte  the  pnniahment  of 
death,  passed  on  some  of  the  victims  of  hia  per- 
fidy, to  working  in  the  mines;  which  umt- 
did.    I  will  next  remind  the  gentleman  of  the 

rich  of  Lord  Dorchester  to  the  Indiana  aftcv 
peace,  in  whidi  ha  advieea  them  to  use  Uie 
tomahawk  and  scalping-knif^  whereby  nnmbsra 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fhinliers,  c^  aS  ige», 
sexes,  and  conditions^  were  sacrificed.  This  waa 
the  canse  of  the  Indian  war  that  shortly  after 
took  place.  This  fact  was  attested  by  the  newa- 
paperg  of  the  day,  which  had  nniveiW  credit. 

These  cases  go  to  ptoye  that  the  prindi^es 
that  on^t  to  govern  dviliied  natiMia,  Lave,  at 
all  times,  been  totally  disregarded  by  the  offitwra 
and  agents  of  that  Government.  After  these 
cases,  we  shaU  fbel  little  hestation  in  b^ievh^ 
there  was  a  British  agency  in  the  ease  of  the 
masMuxe  l^  the  Prophet's  tro^qm  on  Govemor 
Harrison's  detachmrat^  when  the  <3rcam8taBMs 
relied  on  are  duly  ocmmdered.  At  the  late  gnat 
conndl  with  Governor  Harrison,  the  chiob  of 
many  tribee  were  convened,  all  of  whom,  ex- 
cept Tecnmseh,  the  Prophet  s  brother,  in  their 


Tecnmseh,  who,  with  a  number  of  ids  tribe,  came 
from  Fort  Halden,  in  Canada,  declared  hu  hos- 
tile intentions  ag^nst  the  United  States,  left  tha 
oooncil  with  that  avowed  intention,  and  re- 
turned again  to  Fort  Maiden.  Shorilr  after 
this,  the  Shawanees  assembled  a  lane  body  in 
arms  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  under  the  Pro^te^ 
and  committed  the  assault  on  the  trot^  of  Gev- 
emor  Harrison,  thongb  they  have  paid  A>r  thdr 
temerity.  This,  I  trost,  connet^ea  as  it  ia  with 
the  immorality  and  extraordinary  pretenaiooa 
of  that  Government  at  this  crisis,  will  aatit^, 
not  only  the  gentleman  from  Virpnia,  but  tlu* 
House,  of  a  British  agency  in  the  case. 
Mr.  Speaker^  I  r^ret  that  the  gentlawaa  Ikxm 
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VirKioU  ahovld  ascribe  to  gentlemen  of  the 
Veet,  a  dispodtion  for  war,  witb  a  view  to  rtite 
th«  price  of  their  h«aip ;  or  to  tbe  gaatletnen 
of  the  North,  with  a  view  to  raise  the  price  of 
their  beef  and  flour.  These,  sir,  are  aelilah  mo- 
tives, and  nioh  I  AnDot  for  a  moment  believe 
'Will  be  taken  into  oonsderation  j  tiiej  will, 
with  every  other  Motion  of  the  Union,  nnite  In 
deciding  it  on  ita  merits ;  ther  will  connt  tbe 
'wn>it2B  we  have  sustained ;  thej  will  reflect 
that  the  honor,  the  interest,  and  the  verj  ind»- 
pendence  of  the  United  States,  is  directly  at- 
tacked ;  they  will,  as  gnardians  of  the  nation's 
rights,  agreeably  la  the  advice  of  the  Adminis- 
tntlion,  "pnt  the  United  States  igto  an  armor 
mod  an  attitude  dwnanded  by  the  crisis,  and 
oorrei^ondent  witb  the  national  spirit  and  ex- 
pectations;" they  will  prepare  to  chastise  the 
wrongs  of  the  firiti^  Cabinet,  which  the  Preo- 
dent  tells  ns,  "have  the  character  as  well  aa 
tbe  eflfect  of  war,  on  oor  commerdal  rights, 
which  no  independent  nation  can  relinqoiah," 
They  will  decide  with  the  President,  tbe  Eze- 
raitive  organ  of  the  nation's  will,  "  that  these 
wrongs  are  no  longer  to  be  endnrcd."  They 
will  decide  with  the  Committee  of  Foreign  R»- 
ladoDS,  "  that  forbearance  longer  to  repd  these 
wrongs  has  ceased  to  be  a  virtne,"  and,  I  hope 
they  will  decide  with  me^  that  sabmision  is  a 
crime ;  and,  dr,  if  they  will  examine  a  docn- 
m^it  on  that  table,  I  mean  tlie  retnms  of  the 
twelfth  Congrees,  and  compare  them  with  the 
eleventh,  they  will  find  nearly  one-half  of  the 
eleventh  Congrea  removed.  This,  sir,  may 
ean«ctly  be  oonddered  as  tbe  sentence  of  tbe 
nation  against  tbe  doctrine  of  sobmisaion ;  it 
i»  certainly  an  expression  of  tbe  nation's  will, 
in  s,  language  not  to  be  raisonderstood,  and  too 
ierions  in  its  application  not  to  be  respected. 
We  have  also,  sir,  the  expression  of  Maryland, 
tttrongh  her  Senate,  who  nnanimonsty  approved 
the  ipirited  resolntions  introduced  by  the  late 
Governor,  who  did  not  snffer  his  exposed  sitna- 
tion,  so  alanning  in  the  opinion  of  the  gentJe* 
man  from  Virginia,  to  deter  him  from  dobg 
his  datj^.  We  bare  also,  sir,  the  resolntions  ta 
the  Legislatora  of  Feniuylvania,  an  honeat  test 


gentleman  fi'om  Virginia  ascribes  to  the  West 
and  to  the  North  interested  motives,  he  otm- 
fesoes  that  die  sitoation  of  the  blacks  in  the 
State  he  represents^  impressed  as  they  are  wlUi 
the  new  French  pnnoiplee  of  liberty,  and  their 
desire  for  the  fraternal  hog,  are  aerionsly  to  be 
feared ;  that  these  new  prindples  have  been 
taught  them  by  tbe  peddlers  from  the  Eaat,  who, 
while  they  sdl  their  trinkets,  inonlcote  these 
doctrines.  He  mflbn  his  fears  fer  the  StsAe  he 
rept«aents,  in  the  event  of  a  war,  on  aooonat  tf 
the  Uocks,  to  intemt  him;  and  had  he  sot 
told  ns  ^atL  if  tbe  "nototfwjtmt"  was  toDohed, 
cr  that,  if  there  WM  a  Britbh  agency  In  the  late 
attach  on  Oovemer  Harrison,  ne  would  go  to 
war,  I  shooM  have  been  ready  to  coadode  that, 
■a  ttae.stato  of  the  Uaoks  wedd  be  a  peRBoiMDt  I 


oljection,  no  canse  could  oeaxu  that  vonld  in^ 
dnce  him  to  go  to  war. 

Ur.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from  Vi^inia 
says  be  expects  to  be  chained  with  being  nnder 
British  intlnenoe ;  however,  he  disn^arded  it 
I  Bisore  him  I  dial!  not  be  one  of  his  aecnsers ; 
I  believe  him  governed  by  him»et/,  and  in- 
flnenoed  by  pare  American  motives,  and  that 
if  ho  saw  the  sabjeot  as  I  do,  his  bosom  wonld 
hnm  with  the  same  eacred  fire  to  avenge  oor 
wrongs ;  and  were  I  to  hear  him  charged  in  hia 
absence  with  British  influence,  I  ehomd  repel 
it,  notwithstanding  he  has  told  na,  in  a  pridcdol 
manner,  that  he  hod  descended  from  British 
ancestors ;  that,  from  a  Shaknyeare  he  had 
formed  his  taste,  fWim  a  Locke,  bis  mind,  from 
a  Ohatham,  his  politics,  from  a  Sydney  his 
palnotism,  from  a  Tillotilbn  hia  religion.  Ur. 
Speaker,  had  I  been  that  honoraUe  member, 
I  dionld  have  boasted  a  nobler  line  of  ancestry ; 
I  should  have  claimed  my  descent  from  ttia 
beardless  Powhatan,  and  the  immortal  Pocahon- 
tas ;  sad  I  should  have  taken  as  models,  from 
my  own  State,  a  Henry  for  my  eloquence,  a 
Jeflbrson  for  my  pcJitios,  a  Washington  for  my 
patriotism,  and  a  Madison,  or  rather  the  Oracles 
of  Revolution,  for  my  religion.  But,  sir,  I  am 
myself  so  mnch  a  Roman,  that  I  can  truly  say, 
in  their  Isngnage, 

"  AV  gana  atit  proavot,  out  gna  non  ftcwua  ^ae,  via 
ea  nattra  wmk" 

"HDOor  and  ibune  from  no  condition  rise. 
Act  well  year  part,  tbere  all  the  honor  liel.* 

Sir,  the  charge  of  foreign  influence,  and  the 
recrimination  of  one  political  party  by  the  other, 
are  unpleasant  things.  I  ebonld  r^oice  to  see 
die  curtain  of  oblrrion  drawn  over  them,  and 
all  nniting  under  the  nobler  distinction  of 
American. 

Tbdbbdat,  December  12. 
Foreign  Eelatwru. 
The  House  resumed  the  oondderation  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 
Mr.  Oalkohit. — Mr,  6peakw:  I  understood 
the  (pinion  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela* 
tiona  lUfferently  from  what  the  gentleman  from 
Yi^inia  (Mr.  BiinKiLPs)  has  stated  to  be  hia 
impression.  I  cert^nly  understood  that  coin- 
mlttee  as  reoommending  the  measores  now  be- 
fore die  House  as  a  preparation  for  war ;  ood 
snob  in  fact  was  its  express  resolve,  agreed  to, 
I  believe,  by  every  member  except  that  gentle- 
nan.  I  do  not  attribute  any  wilful  misstate- 
nent  to  him,  but  conuder  it  the  effect  of  inad- 
'ert«ncy  or  mistake.  Indeed,  the  report  could 
aeon  Dothinc  but  war  or  empty  menace,  I 
hiq>e  no  member  of  this  House  ia  in  favor  of  the 
laUer.  A  bullying,  menacing  system  has  every 
thing  to  condemn  and  nothing  to  recommend 
it ;  u  expense,  it  is  almost  sa  oonsiderahle  as 
war ;  it  excitea  contempt  abroad,  and  destroys 
ooofldenee  at  home.  Menaces  are  eerions  things ; 
and,  if  we  expect  any  good  from  them,  ttoy 
onght  to  be  resorted  to  with  as  much  oaotion 


,L-ooglc 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


rB.] 


UlL 


and  fierionsiues  as  war  itself  and  should,  if  not 
auccesslU,  be  invariably  followed  by  it.  It  waa 
notthegentletDBn  &om  Tennessee  (Mr.  Qbdsdt) 
that  made  this  a  war  qneation.  The  nadve 
coutempUtCB  an  additional  regular  force ;  Ameas- 
nro  ooDfeaeedlf  improper  bat  as  a  preparation 
for  war,  bnt  nndonbtedlj  nrnnnnnrj  in  that 
event  Sir,  I  am  not  insensible  of  the  weight; 
importance  of  this  qnestioij,  for  the  first  time 
nibmiU«d  to  this  House,  as  a'  ttirtm  of  our 
long  list  of  complaints  a^inst  one  id  the  belli- 
gtir«nla ;  hot,  accwding  to  m^modettfthinldDg 
on  this  snl^jeot,  however  aerions  the  qaeatioD, 
wheoerer  I  am  on  ita  affinnative  siA%  my  ooo- 
viction  most  be  atrong  and  nnalterablei.  War, 
In  this  oonntry,  ODght  never  to  be  resorted  to 
bat  when  it  ii  clearly  jostifiable  and  neoeasary; 
Bomnch  so,  as  not  to  raqnire  the  aid  of  logic  to 
oonvinoe  our  reason,  nor  the  ardor  of  eloqoenoe 
to  inflame  onr  passions.  There  are  many  rea- 
sons why  tills  coantry  shoold  never  resort  to  it 
bnt  for  caoas  the  most  urgent  and  neoeasary. 
It  is  sufficient  that,  nnder  a  Government  like 
oars,  none  but  aach  will  Jocrtiiy  it  in  the  eye  of 
the  nation ;  and  were  I  not  satisfied  that  snch 
is  the  present  ease,  I  certainly  would  be  no  ad- 
vocate of  the  proportion  now  before  the  House. 
Sir,  I  might  prove  the  war,  should  it  wane, 
Jostifiable,  by  the  express  admisdoa  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia;  and  neceasary,  by  &ots 
andoabted  and  universally  admitted,  snch  as 
that  gentleman  did  not  pretend  to  controvert 
The  extent,  duration,  and  character  of  the  in- 
Jnries  received;  the  Mlure  of  those  peaceful 
means  heretofore  resorted  to  for  the  redress  of 
onr  wrongs,  is  my  proof  that  it  la  neoesaary. 
Why  sbonld  I  mention  the  impressment  of  our 
seamen ;  depredation  on  every  branch  of  onr 
commerce,  including  the  direct  export  trade, 
oontioned  for  years,  and  made  nnder  laws  which 
professedly  andertate  to  regolate  oor  trade 
with  other  nations ;  negotiation  resorted  to  time 
aft«r  time,  till  it  is  become  hopeleea;  the  re- 
strictive system  persisted  in  to  avoid  war,  and 
in  the  vain  azpectaUon  of  retnming  Jnstioet 
The  evil  still  grows,  and  in  each  socceeding 
year  swells  in  extent  and  pret«QBion  beyond  the 
preceding.  The  qaestion,  even  in  the  opinion 
and  admiAion  of  onr  opponents,  is  rednoed  to 
tbis  single  p<^t — which  shall  we  do,  abandon 


ri^ts,  and  the  personal  libertieg  of  onr  citizens 
employed  in  exercinng  them !  These  rights  are 
easentiaily  attacked,  and  war  is  the  only  means 
of  redress.  The  gentleman  tiom  Virginia  has 
suggested  none — unless  we  consider  the  whole 
of  his  speech  as  reoommending  patient  and  re- 
riffDcd  sabmiasion  as  the  beat  remedy.  8ir, 
which  alternative  this  Honse  ought  to  embrace, 
it  is  not  for  me  to  say.  I  hope  the  deciaoa  is 
made  already,  by  a  high^  anthority  than  the 
Tuioa  of  any  man.  It  ia  not  for  the  hnman 
tongue  to  inatill  the  seuse  of  independeooe  and 
honor.  This  is  the  work  of  nature — a  gener- 
ooB  natnre,  that  disdains  tame  submistiion,  to 
wrenga. 


This  part  of  the  sul^ect  is  so  impoang,  m  to 
enforce  nlance  even  on  the  gentleman  &\im  Tn>- 
ginia.  He  dared  not  to  doiy  lus  conntrT^ 
wrongs,  or  vindicate  the  oondnct  of  her  enemj. 

Only  one  point  of  that  geodeman's  argiuDeiit 
had  soy,  the  moat  remote,  relation  to  this  point 
He  woald  not  say  we  had  not  a  good  cum  tt 
war,  bnt  insisted  that  it  was  onr  dity  to  debt 
that  cause.  If  he  means  that  this  Honse  oo^ 
at  thia  atage  of  the  pvoeeding^  w  any  otW,lD 
eumnerate  each  vioiatiooa  of  onr  ri^ti  at  i« 
are  willing  to  contend  for,  be  preacribes  a  ooona 
which  neiuiergood  eenae  nor  tae  naage  of  natiiia* 
wairants.  wbea  we  contend,  let  as  eoaluid 
fbr  alt  oor  rights ;  the  doobtftil  and  the  certiii, 
the  onimportant  and  wwiniinl  It  is  H  aatj  t» 
straggle,  or  even  more,  so,  for  the  whole  »» 
part.  At  the  termination  of  the  oonteet,  Beam 
sU  that  onr  wisdom  and  valor  and  the  fwtoM 
of  the  war  will  permit.  This  b  the  dictate  rf 
common  sense;  such  also  isthensageof  natioia 
The  ringle  instance  alluded  to,  the  endesTci  J 
Mr.  Fox  to  oompel  Mr.  Pitt  to  define  the  ot{je«t 
of  the  war  against  France,  will  not  snppcK  lbs 
gentleman  from  Virginia  in  his  position.  Tbd 
WM  an  extraordinary  war  for  an  extrtordinny 
purpose,  and  could  not  be  governed  bj  tM 
Qsnal  nilee.  It  was  not  for  conquest,  or  S* 
redress  of  inqniry,  but  to  impoM  a  Qovenmuot 
on  Fraiio&  which  she  refoaed  to  receive;  la 
otjject  BO  detestable,  that  an  avowal  dare  not  to 
mada  Sir,  h«re  I  might  rest  the  qcestton.  Ths 
affirmative  of  the  proposition  is  establiabed.  I 
comiot  hut  advert,  however,  to  the  coni[Jauit 
<^  the  gentleman  from  Vir^nia  the  first  time  be 
was  up  on  this  question.  He  said  he  fcond 
himself  reduced  to  the  neceasity  of  sappoiting 
the  negative  ride  of  the  question,  before  lbs 
affirmative  waa  established.  Let  me  tfll  OM 
gentleman,  that  there  is  no  hardship  in  hi«  am. 
It  is  not  every  affirmative  that  ought  t«  to 
prored.  Were  I  to  affirm  the  House  is  nov  in 
searion,  wonld  it  be  reasonaUe  to  ask  for  proofl 
He  who  would  dei^  its  tmth,  on  him  would  to 
the  proof  (rf  BO  extnordinary  a  negative.  Ho«, 
then,  could  the  gentlemao,  after  his  adnu^ooai 
with  the  fiKts  before  him  and  the  nation,  oooh 
plun  I  The  cansee  are  such  aa  to  wairant,  or 
rather  make  it  indiq>ensable  in  any  nation  ik* 
absolutely  dependent  to  defend  ite  rights  bj 
force.  Let  him,  thrai,  show  the  reauais  irbj 
we  ought  not  so  to  defend  oniaelvas.  On  bin, 
then,  ia  the  burden  of  prool  This  be  bu  at- 
tempted ;  he  has  endeavored  to  support  bis  ntg- 
ative.  Before  1  proceed  to  answer  tb«  gin' 
tleman  particularly,  let  me  call  the  attentioa  J 
the  Honse  to  one  dronmstanoe :  that  is  tbit 
almost  the  whole  of  his  argnments  conristed  a 
an  enumeratias  of  avUa  alw^e  incident  to  *Vi 
however  just  and  neoesMiy ;  and  that  if  tW 
have  any  force,  it  is  oalcolated  to  prodiiaa  db- 

lifted  submission  to  every  species  rf  iawlt 

injury.     I  do  not  fbel  myself  bound  to  ^ 

r  argmuenta  of  Uie  above  description ;  un 

if  I  should  tonoh  fa  them,  it  will  be  oulj  iMi- 

dwtaUy,  tui  not  tot  the  pnrpoM  of  lenogt  rs- 
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Aitation.  The  first  ftrgnnioDt  of  the  gentleman 
wliich  I  shall  notice,  is  the  anprepBred  state  of 
the  coimtrj.  Whatever  Tdgnt  (Lis  argument 
might  have,  in  a  questioa  of  immediate  war,  it 
sorely  has  little  in  that  of  preparation  for  it.  If 
one  coDDtry  is  anprepared,  let  ua  remed;  the 
«Til  as  soon  as  possible.  Let  the  sentlemoa 
sabmit  hie  plan ;  and,  if  a  reasonaUe  one,  I 
doabt  not  it  will  be  snpported  bf  the  Eonse. 
Bat,  sir,  let  na  admit  Uie  fact  and  the  whole 
force  of  the  argament,  I  adi:  whose  is  the  fiiolt  t 
Who  has  been  a  member  for  many  jean  past, 
and  has  seen  the  defenoelees  state  of  his  ooan- 
taT"  even  near  home,  nnder  his  own  ejee,  with- 
ont  a  ^igle  endeftv9r  to  remedy  so  serions  an 
evil?  Let  him  not  aaj  "I have  acted  in  a 
nunority."  It  is  no  less  the  dot;  of  the  minori- 
ty than  a  mwority  to  endeavor  to  serve 
oar  country,  for  that  pnrpOae  we  are  sent 
li«re,  and  not  for  that  of  opposition.  We  are 
next  told  of  the  expenaea  of  the  war,  and  that 
people  will  not  pay  taxes.  Why  not  t  Is  it  a 
want  of  eapacilj!  WhaL  wiUi  one  million 
tona  of  shipping,  a  trade  of  near  $100,000,000, 
mannfacturea  <$  |1S0,000,000,  and  agricalture 
of  thrice  that  amouDt,  shall  we  be  told  the 
country  wants  capacity  to  raise  and  support 
ten  thoosaud  or  flfieen  thousand  additional  reg- 
ulars I  No;  it  hoa  the  ability,  that  is  admit- 
ted; bat  will  it  not  have  the  disponUon!  Is 
not  the  conrse  a  just  and  neoesaary  one?  Shall 
we,  then,  abtw  this  libel  on  the  nation  I  Where 
will  proof  be  found  of  a  foot  so  disgrooefal !  It 
is  aaid,  in  the  history  of  the  country  twelve  or 
fifteen  years  ago.  The  caae  is  pot  parallel.  The 
ability.of  the  oonntry  is  greatly  increased  naoe. 
The  object  of  that  tax  was  nnpopnlar.  But  on 
this,  as  well  as  my  memory  and  almost  infant 
observation  at  that  time  serve  me,  theol^eotion 
was  not  to  the  tax,  or  its  omoont,  but  the  mode 
(tf  ooUectJon.  The  eye  of  the  nation  was  fright- 
ened by  the  nomber  of  ofQoers ;  its  love  of 
LIterty  shocked  with  tlte  multiplicity  of  regula- 
tions. We,  in  Uie  vUe  i^irit  of  imitation,  copied 
from  the  most  oppressive  part  of  European  laws 
on  that  sabject,  and  imposed  on  a  yonng  and 
virtDons  nation  all  the  severe  provisions  mode 


chicane.  If  taxes  should  beoooie  necessary,  _ 
do  not  hesitate  to  say  the  people  will  pay  cheer- 
fblly.  It  ii  for  their  Government  and  their 
cause,  and  would  be  their  interest  and  duty  to 
pay.  But  it  a^  be,  and  I  believe  was  laii, 
that  the  notion  wiU  not  pay  taxes,  because  the 
rights  violated  are  not  worth  defending,  or  that 
the  defence  will  cost  more  than  the  profit.  Sir, 
I  here  enter  my  solemn  protest  against  this  low 
and  "  calcQlatiog  avorioe"  entering  this  hall  of 
legislation.  It  is  only  fit  for  shops  and  connt- 
ing-hoas«a,  and  ought  not  to  disgrace  the  seat 
of  sovereignty  by  its  squalid  and  vue  q>pearanoe. 
TheD«ver  it  tenches  sovereign  power,  the  na- 
tiiHi  is  mined.  It  Is  too  abort-siglited  to  defend 
itself.  It  is  an  ODproadsiiig  smrit,  always  ready 
to  yield  a  port  to  save  the  oaleuice.  It  is  too 
tiiud  to  have  iu  itaelf  the  laws  of  selfiireserva- 
Vouir.— » 


tion.  It  is  never  safe  but  under  the  shield  of 
honor.  Sir,  I  only  know  of  one  prinoipie  to 
moke  a  nation  great,  to  produce  in  this  country 
not  the  form  bot  real  spirit  of  nnion,  and  that 
is,  to  protect  everyoitizen  b  the  lawful  pursuit 
of  his  business.  He  wUl  then  feel  that  he  is 
backed  by  the  Government ;  that  its  arm  is  his 
arms ;  and  will  r^ice  in  it«  increased  strength 
and  prosperity.  Protection  and  patriotism  are 
reciprocal.  This  is  the  road  that  aH  great  no- 
tions have  trod.  Sir,  I  am  not  versed  in  this 
oaloolating  policy ;  and  will  not,  therefore  pre- 
tend to  estimate  in  dollars  and  cents  the  ^ne 
of  naUonal  Indepeudeooe,  or  national  affection, 
I  cannot  dare  to  measure,  in  sbilliugs  and  penoe, 
the  miseiT,  the  stripes,  and  the  slavery  of  our 
impressed  seamen ;  nor  even  to  value  oor  ship- 
ping, commercial,  and  agricnltarol  lo^ea,  un- 
der the  Orders  in  Oonncil  and  the  British  sys- 
tem of  blockade.  I  hope  I  have  not  oondemned 
any  prudent  estimate  of  the  means  of  a  comitry, 
l>en»'e  it  enters  on  a  war.  This  is  wisdom,  the 
other  folly.  Sir,  tlie  gentleman  from  Vir^nia 
has  not  failed  to  touch  on  the  calamity  of  war ; 
that  thiitfol  scarce  of  declamation,  by  which 
pit;  beoomes  the  advocate  of  cowardice ;  hut  I 
know  not  what  we  have  to  do  with  that  sub- 
ject. If  the  gentleman  dceires  to  repress  the 
gallant  ardor  of  our  ooontrymen  by  soon  topics, 
let  me  inform  him,  that  true  courage  regards 
only  the  cansa — that  it  is  jest  and  necessary — 
and  that  it  despises  the  pain  and  danger  of  war. 
If  he  really  wishM  to  promote  the  cause  of  hu- 
manity, let  bis  eloqaenoe  be  addressed  to  Lord 
Wellesley  or  Mr.  Percivol,  and  not  the  Ameri- 
osn  Congress.  Tell  them,  if  they  persist  in  such 
dariDA  insolt  and  iniary  to  a  neutral  nation, 
that,  however  inclined  to  peaoe,  it  will  be  bound 
ib  honor  and  interest  to  resist ;  that  their  pa 
tienoe  and  benevolence,  however  great,  will  be 
exhausted ;  that  the  calamity  of  war  will  ensue; 
and  that  they,  in  the  opinion  of  woaoded  hn- 
monitj,  will  be  answerable  for  all  its  devasta- 
tion and  misery.  Let  melting  pity,  and  regard 
to  the  interest  of  humanity,  stay  the  hand  of 
injustice,  and,  my  life  on  it,  the  gentleman  will 
not  find  it  difficult  to  call  off  his  country  from 
the  bloody  scenes  of  war. 

We  are  aex(  told  of  the  danger  cf  warl  I 
believe  we  are  all  ready  to  acknowledge  its 
hazard  and  accidents ;  but  I  cannot  thii^  we 
have  any  extroordiaory  danger  to  oontend  with, 
at  least  so  maoh  as  to  warrant  an  acquiescence 
in  the  ii^nries  we  have  received.  On  t^e  con- 
trary, I  believe  no  war  can  be  leas  dangerous  to 
mternal  peaoe,  or  national  existeuoe.  But,  we 
are  told  at  the  black  p<9nlatlon  of  the  Sontb. 
Asfar  as  the  gentleman  fton^Yirpnia  speaks 
of  hia  own  personal  knowledge,  I  will  not  pre- 
tend t«  contrsdiot  him;  I  tmly  regret  that  snoh 
is  the  dreadful  state  <»  his  portioakr  part  of 
the  country.  Of  the  Southern  section,  I  too 
have  some  personal  knowledge  and  < 
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crease  the  dajigert  Will  the  ccontrj  be  lees 
able  to  repress  insorreotion  f  B&d  we  an; 
tbiog  to  fear  from  that  quarter,  which  I  ranoere- 

ad&believe,  in  my  opinion,  the  precise  time  of 
e  greatest  saietT  is  oaring  a  war  in  which  we 
have  no  fear  of  inTwion — then  the  oonntry  is 
most  on  its  guard ;  onr  militia  the  beet  prepar- 
ed ;  and  standi^  force  the  greatest.  Even  in 
oor  BevolntioD  no  attempts  were  made  by  that 
portion  of  oar  popolation ;  and,  however  the 
gentleman  may  &igfat«n  himself  with  the  dls- 
organiricg  efiecte  rar  French  prinoiplee,  I  cannot 
think  onr  ienorsnt  blacks  have  felt  moch  of 
their  baQefnl  influence.  I  dare  Bay  more  than 
one-half  of  them  never  heard  of  the  French 
Bevolation.  Bat,  as  great  as  is  the  danger 
from  onr  slsvea,  the  gentleman's  fears  end  not 
there— the  stondiog  army  is  not  less  terrible  to 
him.  Sir,  I  think  a  r^^lsr  force,  reused  for  a 
period  of  aotnal  bostjlitiee,  cannot  be  called  a 
Manding  army.  There  is  a  joat  distinction  be- 
tween Bach  a  foree,  and  one  raised  as  a  peace 
establishment.  Whatever  may  be  the  compom- 
tion  of  the  lHtt«r,  I  hope  the  former  will  conust 
of  earns  of  the  best  BMterials  of  the  country. 
The  ardent  patriotism  of  oar  yonnr  men,  and 
the  reaaon&ble  boon^  in  land  which  ia  pro- 
posed to  be  given,  will  impel  them  to  join  Uieir 
oonntrj's  standard  and  to  fight  her  battles ; 
the;  will  not  ibivet  the  citizen  in  the  soldier, 
ana,  in  obeying  tbeir  officer,  learn  to  oontemn 
their  canstitatioD.  In  onr  officers  and  soldiers 
we  wilt  And  patriotism  no  less  pore  and  ardent 
tiian  in  the  private  citizen ;  bnl^  if  they  should 
be  depraved,  as  repreeent«d,  what  have  we  to 
flear  from  twenty-nve  or  thirty  tbonsand  reg- 
ulars t  Where  will  be  the  boasted  militia  of 
the  gentleman  1  Oan  one  miUion  of  militia  be 
overpowered  by  thirty  thousand  regulars!  If 
so,  how  can  we  rely  on  them  against  a  foe  in- 
vading our  country  ?  Sir,  I  have  no  such  con- 
temptuous idea  of  oar  militia — their  nntanght 
bravery  is  safficient  to  crush  all  forelKH  and 
internal  attempts  on  their  oonntry's  Uoerties. 
Bat  we  have  not  yet  come  to  the  end  of  the 
chapter  of  dangers.  The  gentleman's  imagina- 
tion, so  fmitfal  on  this  aabject,  conceives  that 
onr  oonatitQtion  is  not  calculated  for  war,  and 
that  it  cannot  stand  its  mde  shock.  This  is 
rather  ertraordinary — we  most  depend  npon 
the  pity  or  contempt  of  other  nations,  for  oar 
existence.  The  oonetitution,  it  seems,  has  fiuled 
in  its  essential  part,  "to  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence."  No,  says  the  gentleman  frtim 
Yirgiuio,  it  is  competent  for  a  defensive,  bnt' 
not  an  offensive  war.  It  is  not  neceeaaryfor 
me  to  expose  tl^  error  of  this  opinion.  Why 
make  the  disUnotion  in  this  instance  t  Will  he 
pretend  to  say,  that  this  is  an  offensive  war ;  a 
war  of  conquest?  Tea,  the  gentleman  basdored 
to  make  this  assertion ;  and  for  reasons  no  less 
extraordinary  than  the  assertion  itself.  He 
says,  onr  righta  are  violabed  on  the  ocean,  and 
thit  these  violations  affect  our  shipping,  and 
commercial  rights,  to  which  the  Canadas  have 
m  relstjoD.    The  docttine  of  retftliation  has 


beein  mnch  abnsed  of  late  by  an  nnnatnral  u- 
tension ;  we  have  now  to  witneae  a  oew  abias. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  Bmitod  it 
down  to  a  point.  By  Lis  system,  if  you  re«eiTCS 
blow  on  the  breast,  yoQ  due  not  retomittatk 
head,  yon  are  obliged  to  meagoEe  and  rebira  ilta 
the  precise  point  oH  which  it  was  receivei  IT 
yon  do  not  proceed  with  mathematical  acemae;, 
"  eeases  to  De  Jnst  self-defence ;  it  beooagin 

iprovqfced  attack.  In  speaking  of  Cmad^ 
the  gentleman  fr«m  Vuvinia  introdiieed  tks 
name  of  Montgomery  wiui  mach  feeling  ad 
interest  Bir,  there  is  danger  in  that  umets 
the  gentleman's  argomenL  It  is  sKied  U 
heroism  1  It  is  indignant  of  stibminiMi  1  Ha 
calls  my  memory  lisck  to  the  time  of  oui  RiT' 
olntion ;  t«  the  Conffress  of  T*  and  "iS.  Bop- 
posiogaspeakerof  that  day  bad  risen  sod  onM 
all  the  arguments  which  we  have  heard  oa  Om 
aabject ;  had  told  that  Congress,  "  your  cmUtf 
'  -  abont  the  right  of  laving  a  tax ;  and  tint  tie 

tempt  on  Canada  haa  nothing  to  do  with  it; 

lat  the  war  would  be  eipen^ve ;  tbat  daogs 
and  devastation  would  over^read  oar  couUit, 
and  that  the  power  of  Great  Britain  was  iireBil- 
ible."  With  what  sentiment,  think  you,  Tonld 
such  doctrines  have  been  received  ?  Happjiii 
ns,  they  had  no  force  at  that  period  of  our  coiia- 
try's  glory.  Had  they  been  then  acted  on,  lUi 
Hall  woold  never  have  witnessed  a  great  nilicn 
ened  to  deliberate  for  the  gen^^  good ;  i 
mighty  empire,  with  prouder  prospects  tlun 
any  nation  the  snn  ever  shone  on,  would  not 
have  risen  in  the  West     Ko ;  we  wonld  hi« 


her  distant  provinces. 

Ur.  Dkbki.  swd— Ur.  Speaker,  the  report  of 
the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Relations,  of  wlnttli 
the  readation  now  under  oousideradon  fmna  * 
part,  is  not  what  I  thought  wonld  have  bcA 
the  most  advisable  to  adopt,  in  order  to  nMt 
the  emergency;  not  that  I  was  for  immeduM 

~  BB  we  are  nnprepared  for  that  event ;  M 
«i,  m  addition  to  the  force  reoommoided,  sH 
aathorizing  the  arming  the  merchant  VMsm  ^ 
was  for  adopting  the  convoy  ejebeia.  But, «, 
as  the  report  is  of  a  character  different  frois  the 
tempori^ng  policy  heretofore  pnrsaed,  and  «•, 
if  not  dedMva  in  itself;  which  will  lead  to  9CWIC 
thing  decisive;  and  as  I  am  now  perfecUyMl* 
fied  that  it  is  the  intention  of  tie  GoverainM* 
to  follow  it  np  by  nlterior  moasurea,  cslcnlaW 
to  prove  the  neceewty  of  these  prepsnWI 
steps,  and  as  qnion,  under  existing  drcar^i'' 
oee,  is  all-important,  as  one  of  the  oMnmiBe",! 
am  bonnd  to  give  it  my  anpport. 

Sir,  diaoovering  no  mspoaition  on  the  part  « 
Britain  to  relax  in  her  Orders  in  Council, " 
cease  her  oppreeaon,  or  to  make  reatitolion  W 
the  damages  we  have  sustaanod ;  bat,  <«  w 
contrary,  a  manifest  disposition  to  persiat  iolw 
lawless  aggresaiona,  it  Uierefore  beconjea  jtM^ 
sary  not  to  depend  any  longer  on  coooWw 
ing  restrictive  systems,  but  to  adopt  someltog 
of  a  oharacter  more  energetic^  aiid  totn «"" 
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noial  to  the  wishes  of  the  American  people. 
Sir,  while  I  thought  there  ww  the  moat  diBUnt 
probability  of  obtaining  Jnstioe  by  peace  meas- 
ures, I  was  an  advocate  for  peace;  hot,  rir, 
when  I  see  not  the  least  nroepeot  of  a  revooa- 
tion  of  her  dcetraotiTe  Oraws  in  Ooandl,  ttf  the 
rele«8ement  of  otir  impreMed  ootmbTmeo,  a  re- 
hnqnisbrooiit  of  the  principle  of  impreaement, 
nor  restitntjon  for  damages,  I  am  for  amiming 
a  war  attitode — conseqnenUy  shall  vote  for  the 
report  of  the  committee,  becanse  I  beUeTe  the 
force  there  oontemp)at«a  will  be  an  efficient 
fbree.  and  adeqoate  to  the  pnrpoees  intended, 
to  wit,  the  anbj  ligation  of  the  British  North 
Amerioan  Frovincee. 

Bir,  to  enumerate  the  agmsrions  committed 
on  onr  rights  by  Britain,  tne  depredations  on 
onr  commerce,  tJie  murder  and  impressment  of 
our  conntiTmen,  and  the  indignities  o^red  onr 
flag,  would  1>e  taking  up  jonr  time  nnneceesa- 
rily — partionlariy,  sir,  as  those  enormities  mnst 
be  recent  in  the  miod  of  everj  member  present ; 
and  as  it  is  time  to  lay  aside  the  war  of  words 
and  proceed  to  aotions,  I  Bholl  not  detain  yon 
long  with  any  remarks  of  mine. 

Sir,  remonstrances  sgainst  atrocities  hare 
been  made  in  T^n ;  experience  has  taught  Ds 
nothing  can  be  expected  from  negotiations. 
We  have  been  negotiating  for  fifteen  or  twenty 
years,  at  an  enormous  expense,  say  nearly  half 
a  million  of  dollars,  and  the  caoMS  of  which  we 
complained  have  regularly  increased ;  insalt  has 
tieen  heaped  npon  injnry,  we  have  Bnfiered  our- 
selves to  be  bolfete^  kicked,  and  treated  with 
an  kind  of  indignities  with  impuDitj.  Tes,  sir, 
insolt  has  been  the  result  of  all  late  att^npts  at 
negotiation ;  for  instance,  sir,  Mr.  Roset  was 
sent  fbr  no  other  pnrpose  than  to  gnll  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  because  Erskine  was  disposed  to 
do  OS  justice  in  part,  he  was  recalled  and  dis- 
gnced.  The  conduct  of  the  Copenhagen  gen- 
tleman, Mr.  Jackson,  demonsfrated  that  he  was 
sent  for  tiie  nnrpose  of  bnllyingthe  Oovemmcnt. 
And  prsy,  Mr.  Speaker,  wliat  has  Mr.  Foster 
been  sent  fort  wLy,  sir,  in  my  opinion,  for  no 
Other  porpose  than  to  operate  as  an  opiate  on 
the  Government;  to  hill  na  b>  deep.  As  a 
proof  of  which,  about  the  commencement  of 
the  aeesian,  a  eenioo  convened  1^  proclamation, 
which  waa  naturally  ealonlatedto  agitate  the 
pnblio  mind,  be  comes  forward  witii  oflbrs  of 
reparation  as  he  cells  them,  bnt  which  in  my 
estimation  is  no  more  than  a  patch,  calcolated 
to  cover  one  comer  of  the  woimd  the  nation 
received,  in  that  wanton  and  dastardly  ontrage, 
tlte  attack  on  the  Chesapeake ;  bat,  sir,  in  his 
Boporiflcs  I  tmst  he  will  be  disappointed.  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  when  tiie  let- 
ters from  tiiis  Minister  to  our  Government  are 
examined  by  the  people,  that  independent  of 
the  arrogance  bordering  on  insolence,  in  which 
they  are  oonolied,  so  cWacteristic  of  that  na- 
tion, they  will  have  a  difibrent  eflfeet  from  that 
of  ooociUation ;  the  illiberal  and  disingennons 
demands  made  prdiminarv  to  the  revocation  of 
the  Orders  in  Conndl,  will  have  a  tendency  to 


roQse  the  paUic  mind ;  they  will  be  looked  on 

with  an  indignant  frown  by  aQ  real  Americans. 

Bir,  we  have  been  oonstanUy  annoyed,  as- 

saolted  openly  and  inaidionsly ;  we  have  been 

[ilnndered,  oppressed,  and  insulted ;  we  thooght 
t  preferable  to  fbrhsar  while  forbearance  was 
posdble,  than  to  plnnge  into  the  evils  of  war(  to 
redreas  the  evil  <a  t^onder  and  partial  and  <las- 
tard-like  conrage ;  we  jadged  it  better  to  aban- 
don the  wealth  which  the  ttSictions  of  the  world 
held  ont  to  the  avidity  of  commercial  specn- 
lation,  and  consequently  withdrew  fh>m  tlie 
ocean,  by  the  adoption  of  the  embargo — a  meae- 
nre  ofall  others  Uie  t^st  calculated  to  meet  the 
then  emei^cy.  and  which  would,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  have  prodnoed  the  desired 
effect  if  we  had  Iiave  had  firmness  enongh  to 
have  adhered  to  It,  and  virtne  and  patriotism 
enough  to  have  enforced  it.  But,  sir,  partyism 
was  onr  min ;  it  proved  that  we  had  as  much 
to  fear  from  onr  domestic  enemies  as  onr  for- 
eign foes,  and  apparentiy  the  greatest  evil  we 
had  to  amirehend  was  in  fUliog  a  victim  to  our 
own  political  dissensions,  occarioned  by  the 
deeply-laid  plans  of  our  deadly  foe,  Britain, 
Bir,  during  embargo  times  onr  domutic  enemies, 
encouraged  by  a  p'oclamation  Issned  nndcr  the 
anthority  of  tiie  King  (^  England — I  say,  sir, 
those  minions  of  royalty  concentrating  in  the 
East,  talked  of  the  violation  of  laws  as  a  virtue, 
they  demoralized  the  community  by  raising  the 
flood-gates  of  civil  disorder;  they  gave  abeoln- 
tion  to  felons,  and  invited  the  commission  of 
crimee  by  the  omission  of  dnty.  But,  sir,  the 
day  of  retribution  is  {I  trust)  not  far  distant, 
when  Uiose  among  us  who  to  gdn  the  favor  of 
our  enemy  have  betrayed  their  country,  will  sink 
into  insignificance  and  contempt ;  the  wages  of 
iniquity  will  not  shield  them  from  dne  infruny. 
Mr.  Tboup  rose  to  make  on  eflbrt  to  pnt  an 
end  to  the  debate ;  a  deluite  in  which  the  great 
man  of  tbe  Eonse  were  enlisted  on  one  side, 
agunst  tbe  solitary  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Rutdolpb)  on  the  other ;  and  declared  that 
he  wonld  call  for  the  previons  question  if  It  was 
persevered  In. 

Mr.  Maooit  considered  the  preeent,  from  the 
torn  the  debate  had  taken,  the  most  important 

Question  which  had  come  l>efoTe  the  National 
[ovemment  for  many  vean  past,  l^ecanse  it 
was  evidently  discnaoea  as  a  war  qneetion, 
though  the  real  qnestion  before  the  House,' if 
adopted,  did  not  declare  war.  It  was  not  now 
a  question  by  what  means  or  by  whose  meae- 
nres  the  nation  waa  brought  into  its  present 
mtnation ;  it  mnst,  however,  be  satis&ctory  to 
all,  that  the  Administration  has  done  eveij 
thmg  that  oonld  have  been  expected,  to  avoid 
the  present  onus,  and  to  keep  the  nation  at 
peace.  If  the  British  Government  wonld  oeese 
to  violate  our  nentral  and  national  rights,  onr 
diffloultiaa  would  be  at  an  end.    It  was  no  lout- 


roig^t  now  be  considered  as  pcssessing  all  the 
Wwt  India  Idands,  and  aa  we  have  now  ncithar 
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sngar  nor  coffee  to  oiotj,  she  hu  determined 
to  ezecnte  with  rigor  her  aiyitst  orders  against 
our  cairjing  the  prodactjons  of  our  own  soil  to 
ftnynuvket  except  her  own,  or  that  of  her  allies. 
This  is  attoddng  the  best  interests  of  the  ooim- 
trj ;  indeed,  it  is  taking  the  profits  of  both 
plant«r  and  merchant.  Hence,  none  of  onr  ex- 
ports bring  a  prioe  hf  which  we  csn  lire,  ex- 
cept flonr;  and  that  woald  be  no  better  than 
anj  otlier  article  of  erport,  was  it  not  that 
Oreat  Britain  and  her  allies,  Sp^n  and  Fortn- 
^,  want  it  for  the  support  of  tfaur  armies ;  it 
IB  dieir  wants,  and  the  great  difficulty  of  getting 
their  wants  supplied  anywhere  else,  that  keeps 
np  the  price  ot^  wheat. 

Notwithstanding  these  were  bis  sentimenti^ 
he  thoDght  it  would  be  going  too  br  to  con- 
sent, by  tbe  Tot«  he  was  abont  to  give,  tbat  he 
pledged  himself  to  vote  for  any  maasnra  which 
the  Ooniinittee  of  Foreign  KelatiMiB  might  here- 
after bring  forward,  w^n  he  did  not  intend  to 
vote  for  all  the  resolutions  contained  in  tlie  re- 
port which  was  now  nnder  consideration.  Oar 
aSkirs  most  now  oommand  the  eerions  attention 
of  every  man  in  tiie  nation.    We  most  either 

Srepare  to  maintain  the  right  to  carry  onr  pro- 
ace  to  what  market  we  please,  or  to  be  con- 
tent without  a  market;  to  attempt  another  ne- 
gotifttion  would  be  useless;  eveir  effort  has 
been  made  in  that  way  that  ooold  be  made. 
Indeed,  no  one  has  yet  sud  that  he  wished 
anotlier.  He  was  as  deaions  of  peace  as  he  ever 
was;  and  if  any  plan  shall  be  propoeed  by 
which  the  peace  of  the  coonlry  con  be  preserv- 
ed, and  the  right  to  export  onr  native  prodnce 
maintained,  he  shonld  still  prefer  it  te  war ;  bnt 
if  no  such  plan  can  be  devised,  he  was  willing 
to  go  to  war  for  that  right  He  was  also  will- 
ing to  declare  the  points  to  the  nation  for  which 
we  went  to  war,  and  rather  than  not  suooeed, 
he  would  carry  it  on  for  fifty  years,  and  longer 
if  neceBstuy.    He  felt  no  hesiution  m  declaring, 

that  he  wonld  not  go  to  war  to  encc '* 

nation,  or  any  part  of  it,  to  beoutne 
tnrers,  (and  it  may  not  be  amias  to  observe  that, 
from  the  day  that  this  report  was  Md  on  the  ta- 
ble, we  have  heard  nothing  abont  mannfho- 
tnres ;)  nor  wonld  he  go  te  war  for  the  purpoee 
of  bnilding  a  navy.  He  mentioned  this,  beoanse 
he  had  heard  a  good  deal  said  of  late  abont  in- 
creasing the  fleet  and  boilding  seventy-foors. 
Ii;  therefore,  it  was  to  be  a  war  either  to  en- 
conrage  minofactoree  or  to  bnild  a  floet,  he 
shonld  l>e  opposed  to  It ;  he  would  rather  re- 
main as  we  are  awhile  longer,  bad  as  onr  sitoa- 
tion  ia,  than  to  stick  these  two  set-fasts  to  the 
back  of  the  nation,  neither  of  which  it  conld 
evbr  get  clear  of,  A  peace  in  Europe  might 
free  US  from  onr  present  embarraaaments,  bat 
from  the  other,  once  established,  we  can  never 
eneot  to  get  free. 

He  ooold  not  agree  with  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  Tbocf)  that  ttie  HoDse  oiuht 
sow,  by  uie  previous  qnesticm,  to  pat  an  end  to 
the  debate ;  on  the  conlraiy,  be  wi^«d  every 
mwnber  m^t  have  tall  Ume  to  deliver  his  sen- 
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timents  on  this  great  question ;  for  his  part,  ha 
wished  to  hear  the  opinions  of  those  who  lived 
on  the  Eaatem  frontier;  he  was  Ratified  that 
several  of  the  members  o(  the  Western  bad 
favored  the  committee  with  theirs.  He  ex- 
pressed this  wish,  because  the  part  of  tbe  oona- 
try  which  he  represented  was  in  the  middle 
country,  abont  the  saise  distance  from  the 
monntams  and  the  Adautia  Ocean,  in  do  danger 
of  being  surprised  or  ii^ored  by  any  plondeiiiw 
party;  but  if  the  House  was  to  do  that  wbidi 
the  gentieman  from  Georgia  seemed  to  desii^ 
it  would  do  no  good;  because  if  onr  object  bs 
to  invade  Canada,  it  can  scarcely  be  expectad 
that  this  conld  be  done  with  our  utmost  exer- 
tions by  regular  troops,  hereafter  to  be  r^sed, 
sooner  than  June  or  July.  Hitherto,  our  pro- 
ceedings have  been  carried  on  not  only  with 
good  bamor,  but  with  great  nrbanity  idao;  to 
stop  the  debate,  might  have  a  tendency  to 
change  this,  which  no  one  wonld  regret  mors 
than  the  gentleman  btmeelf.  Before  we  tuh 
an  army,  and  provide  it  with  every  thin^  neces- 
sary for  marchHig,  we  have  mnoh  to  do.  We 
have  now  no  Washington  to  command,  and 
since  the  days  of  Joshua,  I  have  r^ad  of  no  snch 
man;  such  men  do  not  appear  every  eeotnry, 
and  a  thoosand  years  will  hardly  produce  oda 
It  is  quite  probable,  except  the  0(Mnmander-ia- 
ohie^  as  good  or  better  appointmratts  may  be 
now  made,  than  were  made  at  the  be^nning  ol 
the  Bevolntion;  beoanse  there  ore  now  mora 
men  of  experience  in  the  oonntiy  than  there 
were  at  that  time ;  and,  also,  because  the  men 
of  talents  and  experience  ore  much  bettv 
known  to  the  National  Government  now  thu 
they  then  were ;  beaidee  the  selection  of  officer^ 
the  wagons,  oarts,  and  provisions,  are  to  par- 
chase,  and  almost  every  otiier  article  Deoenaiy 
for  a  marching  army.  It  may  not  be  improper 
hen  to  remark,  that  this  is  not  a  Oovoiiiment 
of  confidence;  and  that,  before  we  go  too  for, 
we  on^t,  by  some  means  or  other,  to  know 
who  is  to  command  the  army.  There  cannot 
be  mQcb  diSonlty  in  Oub,  espedally  as  evecy 
department  of  the  Qovonment  seems  willing  to 
raise  a  force  adequate  to  the  pnrporn  for  wbidi 
it  is  wanted.  And  here,  mr,  permit  me  to  aay, 
tbat  I  hope  this  is  to  be  no  par^  war,  bnt  a 
national  war,  in  whitdi  every  person  in  the  na- 
tion may  have  a  fair  chance  to  partidpato  in 
the  honor  and  glory  to  be  aoqured  in  the  field 
of  battie^  and  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  his 
country.  Such  a  war,  if  war  we  diaD  have, 
can  alone,. in  my  Judgment,  obtun  the  end  for 
which  we  mean  to  contend,  without  any  dis- 
graoe- 

Fbidat,  December  18. 

.Fbreifn  £«lationt. 

The  House  resumed  tbe  considNvtioD  ot  the 

report  of  the  Oommittee  of  Foreign  BektiMiB. 

Mr.  Dawsob. — When  we  are  abont  to  take  a 

step,  to  assume  an  attitude  which  must  ohaage 

^  oar  Ibreign  relattoaa,  and  naj  produce  a 
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moderation  and  firmneflB,  and  to  Quite  all 
energies  and  esertiooa.  It  b«oomea  as  to  b« 
"  neither  radi  nor  diffident,"  or,  to  use  the  lan- 
gnace  of  one  of  the  greateat  men  who  ever  lived 
in  t£e  tide  of  timea,  "Inunoderata  valor  airells 
Into  a  fiuilt,  and  fear  admitted  into  pablio  conn- 
cDs  betiajs  like  treason."  Bncb,  sir,  is  the  ait- 
nation  of  the  TTnited  fitates  at  thia  moment. 
We  are  aboat  to  take  anoh  a  rteg — every  senti- 
ment therefore  whioh  can  be  offered  demands 
Ha  proportion  of  pablio  attendon,  and  renders 
that  apology  Avm  me  imneoe»ary,  which,  on 
uj  omer  oocanon,  waantaa  pn^rie^  would 
justify. 

After  the  select  Oonimittee  on  oor  Foreign 
Belstions  had  made  thdr  report,  it  seemed  to 
me  to  be  ti)dr  partjcolar  du^  to  give  to  this 
EouM  a  fbdl  expoaidon  of  their  present  and  ul- 
terior views  and  objeota,  and  of  those  of  the 
Administration,  as  or  as  they  had  ascertained 
them,  fonnded  on  the  information  which,  it  is 
prceamed,  they  possessed.  For  this  1  wuted 
■with  patience,  and  have  listened  with  attention 
and  with  pleasure — it  has  been  given  with 
promptness,  with  ability,  and  with  candor ;  and 
with  that  perspionily  which  frees  the  mind 
from  all  doobt  as  to  the  oonrse  which,  in  their 
Judgment;  we  onght  to  pnmie.  And  it  now 
rests  with  US,  sir,  to  determine  whether  we 
ahaU  swiction  their  reconunendaUon — whether 
we  shall  adopt  those  meaaorea  necessary  tmd 
preparatory  to  a  war  in  which  it  is  probable  onr 
ttnintry  wul  be  engaged.  Bir,  in  uie  oonrse  of 
mj  political  life,  it  has  been  my  dnty  to  meet  and 
to  decide  on  some  of  the  moat  Important  qnes' 
dons  wbioh  have  been  agitated  in  oar  pablio 
conncUa,  and  deeply  invoMng  the  beet  inbareste 
of  oar  country;  these  dntiea  I  have  performed 
witii  fidelity  and  without  fear,  and  I  pledge  my- 
self neirer  to  depart  from  that  line  of  oondact ; 
and,  nr,  at  no  period  of  my  life^  nor  upon  any 
oocadon.  have  I  met  any  qaestion  with  more 
terioas  deliberation  and  more  ondaanted  flnn- 
i«ss  than  I  do  the  preaenL 

For  several  years  past  I  hftve  been  an  advo- 
cate for  the  adoption  of  every  measure,  the  ob- 
ject of  wbiiA  was  lo  plaee  onr  oonntry  in  a 
OMnplete  state  of  defence,  and  prepare  ns  to 
meet  any  state  of  things.  I  have  thongbt,  and 
do  think  that  preparatory  and  vlgoroDS  meas- 
nrea  are  beat  oalcnUtad  to  maintain  the  dignity 
■nd  seoare  the  peace  and  hap^nnesB  of  onr  oonn- 
trj — that  to  be  prepared  to  meet  danser  is  the 
bMd  way  to  avert  H.  Tbeae  prefrarations  have 
not  been  carried  to  the  extent  which  I  have 
wiabed — and  yet,  sir,  I  am  far  from  thinking 
''    '  intry  is  in  that  feeble  stato  which 

men  seem  willing  to  represent  it  I 
Ewl  myself  anthorizad  to  state,  that  we  have  all 
the  Dooeaaaries;  all  the  implements;  all  tiie 
mnnitions  necessary  for  a  three  years'  dose  war 
tgainst  any  foroe  which  any  power  can  send  to 
ttiis  oootineat. 

All  tijat  we  want,  are  men.    No,  sir,  pardon 


the  ezpression — all  which  we  want  is  an  expree- 
sion  of  the  will  of  the  nation.  Let  this  Honse, 
let  the  eonstitnted  anthorities  declare  that  will 
— let  tJiem  declare  "the  Repnblio  to  be  in  dan- 
ger," and  thonsands  and  tens  of  thoasands  of  onr 
fellow-citiiena  will  rally  roand  the  stondard  of 


sir,  should  that  awfd  moment  ever  arrive,  which 
may  Heaven  avert! — shonld  we  be  forced  into 
a  war  in  the  defence  of  our  jnst  rights,  I  tmst 
and  believe  that  there  Is  not  a  man  in  the  na- 
tion, whose  sitnation  will  permit,  who  will  not 
be  ready  to  march  at  his  conntry's  caU.  No 
man  more  devonlty  prays  for  peace  than  I  do; 
no  man  deprecates  lai^e  standing  armies  in  the 
time  of  peaoe  mora  than  I  do.  I  consider 
them  the  bane  of  society  and  the  danger  of  re> 
pnblice;  but,  sir,  as  peace,  honorable  peace,  is 
not  always  at  onr  command,  they  most  be  ro- 
BOrted  to  in  time  of  war. 

Mr.  NueoK  protested  against  the  doctrine 
that,  in  the  vote  he  was  abont  to  give  he  should 
pledge  himself  to  the  snpport  of  whatever 
nlterior  measures  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations  might  choose  to  adopt.  He  was  sen- 
sible that  he  should  hazard  the  censnre  of  his 
associates  in  the  Repablican  canse  by  the  obser* 
vationi  he  proposed  to  submit.    Nay,  his  Re- 

Snblicon  friends  might  have  the  andacity  to 
enoonoa  him  as  an  apostate,  but  the  people 
had  intrusted  him  with  their  dearest  rights  and 
iotweeta,  and  he  was  resolved  to  pursue  these 
according  to  bis  best  judgment,  regardless  of 
the  strictares  of  friends,  and  of  the  aoutuma- 
cioas  abuse  of  the  press.  Froscription  should 
have  no  influence  on  his  condoot.  And  hence 
he  mast  express  his  astonishment  at  those  gen- 
tlemen who  had  threatened  the  House  with  the 
previous  question,  when  they  themselves  ad- 
mitted the  vast  importance  of  the  subject 
under  disonasion.  Tacitus  inform  us  that 
even  the  semi-barbarian  Qermans,  when  war 
was  to  be  decided  on,  took  two  several  occasiona 
to  debate  upon  it — one,  when  they  were  in  the 
full  possession  of  their  natural  fiiculties;  and, 
second,  when  they  were  excited  by  extravagant 
circnmstancee.  But  in  theae  enli^tened  days 
it  seems  that  we  are  to  decide  this  all-important 
question  without  debate!  He  begged  gentle- 
men to  divest  themselves  of  passion.  It  was 
not  a  time  to  bow  to  the  influence  of  improper 
feelings.  Then;  ought  calmly  and  coolly  to  meet 
the  BuhJeoL  They  were  to  decide  npon  a  qnes- 
ti(Hi  which  was  of  no  momentary  nature.  If 
they  did  go  to  war,  it  would  he  a  lasting 
war;  and  be  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Tbodp,)  that  if  war-speechee 
were  necessary  to  bring  tiie  Honse  to  the  stick- 
ingpoint,  it  was  much  too  sooa  to  begin  war. 

He  proposed  to  conuder  these  resolutions  as 
a  measure  of  hostility,  aocording  to  the  views 
of  its  advocates,  and  then  as  a  measure  of  defen- 
sive preparations,  agreeable  to  the  spirit  of  Ex- 
ecutive reoommenoation,  which  was  &vorable 
topeaoe.    What  weretlie  otgectaof  tha  warl 
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in  nujvu  to  ariQB  bb  u  out 
ire  to  be  invaded.  He  ejm- 
e  snfferisca  of  his  impnwpod 
Mow-<iumu;  bnt  would  a 


To  wtabliafa  our  nentntl  rights,  to  exempt 
Mtmen  from  impriioiimeDt,  tlie  repeal  of  the 
Orders  in  Oonnoil,  and  of  the  blockades,  and 
the  secnrit;  of  the  American  Sag.  What  would 
he  the  efiecta  of  war,  the  ti^csin  of  which  was 
for  the  first  time  sounded  tbrongh  the  land  I 
Our  eoniiti7  had  been  bleaaed  bj  ProTideDce 
with  more  than  thirtj  jean  of  peam  and  plen- 
ty. The  habits  of  tbe  people  were  pacific. 
Tbe  trifling  boatiliUee  with  Eiiglsnd  were  of  do 
conseqaenoe.  Bnt  now  the  jeomanrj  of  the 
country  were  to  be  called  to  arms 

own  territory  wer 

pathized  wijii  the        

and  incarcerated  Mow-<it  _ 

territorial  war  exempt  them  from  impresBinent  t 
Woold  it  establish  onr  nentral  rights  t  Oertain- 
ly  not.  The  way  to  enforce  theee  rights  waa 
by  a  great  maritime  force,  wfaieh  the  nation 
were  incompetent  to  raise  andsnpport 

SnC  the  advocates  of  immediate  war  said 
that  if  ibey  oonid  not  obtain  their  objects  by 
direct  bcetility  on  the  ocean,  they  conld  do  it 
bj  a  ivcetdanttim — by  the  exercise  of  the  la 
talionit  in  an  indirect  way.  After  iwning 
letters  of  marqne,  they  would  resort  to  the  in- 
vasion of  the  enemies'  territorial  proTinces. 
He  contended  that  this  woold  be  inefficacions, 
and  maintained  that  to  convert  onr  merchants 
into  privateers  wonld  be  to  torn  them  Inoee 
upon  the  seas  as  highway  robbers.  They  woold 
Dot  be  competent  to  carry  on  a  war  in  Uiis  way. 
Tbey  wonla  have  abandoned  their  pesoefii]  pur- 
suits ;  they  wonld  accept  a  fraternal  embrace 
of  French  snbjects;  fight  fdde  by  side  with 
them,  and  snbmit  ihemaelves  to  the  w^  of  the 
French  Emperor.  However  scmpulons  oentle- 
men  might  now  be,  when  the  honr  of  danger 
came  they  woold  accept  the  alliance  of  France. 
The  national  interests  wonld  be  identifled  with 
those  of  the  European  continent.  We  ebonld 
adopt  the  continental  system,  in  which  onr 
liberties  and  independenoe  would  be  Jeopard- 
ised. 

He  deprecated  the  inTasion  of  Canada  as  an 
act  d  foreign  oonqnest  Te  ooold  not  snppoee 
that  Great  Britain  wodd  almnber  over  odf 
oocnpatioQ  of  it,  and  where  should  we  find  a 
stationary  force  able  to  keep  poeseaEdon  of  it  as 
a  cODqnered  province?  Admit  it  as  a  sister 
into  the  Union,  we  dare  not  abandon  it  at  the 

r^  and  therefore  we  conld  not  give  it  back 
the  restoration  of  our  maritime  righte.  Bat 
soppoee  that  Great  Britain  shonld  Im  hronght 
to  her  knees,  (and  this  was  all  the  most  valiant 
of  us  would  ask,)  what  have  we  to  expect,  if 
the  power  and  the  commerce  of  England  should 
be  thrown  into  the  arms  of  France,  itom  the 
high,  the  mighty,  the  imperial  Napoleon ! 
Would  he  respect  us  more  than  £ngland  would  t 
Tbey  both  A}llow  their  own  interest,  as  we 
ought  to  follow  onrs.  What  woold  he  the 
efli'eDt  of  this  war  upon  onrselves? 

He  feared  a  war,  not  from  a  puerile  fear  of 
ita  expenses  or  of  death,  bnt  from  a  manly 
dread  of  the  ocmseqoenoes  of  this  war,  which 


must  last  as  Iraig  as  Endand  had  a  diip  it  m, 
OT  a  man  to  man  it.  It  moat  link  w  to  tbe 
destjmesof  ooBtiDMitalEimwe;  itwoddplMt 
OS  onder  complete  fiirdgn  innueooe  and  funip 
dominion ;  it  woold  chmge  onr  pditicsl  isSi- 
tntioDS.  The  sages  who  framed  the  onutitii- 
tion,  and  ilhimined  it  by  their  conuuBitiiie^ 
had  predicted  that  It  wonld  not  suit  to  n»d 
the  shock  of  war.  The  Kepotdic  woold  bi 
mined  by  war.  We  do  not  want  coinpi 
The  Revolution  had  shown  proofb  of  the  gnt- 
eet  valor  ever  exhibited  by  homan  utore.  fi* 
few  circumstances  herides  invasioD  woild  jn- 
Gty  war.  It  wonld  strengthen  Hm  Eieendn 
aim  at  tbe  ^pense  of  the  L^ialatnre.  Qa 
Ohief  Magistrate  would  have  to  cany  on  tU 
war.  He  would,  open  the  }rfea  of  memi!, 
change  onr  appropriations  man  oae  otgectH 
another.  The  oonstitation  wonJd  be  ift*^ 
The  l^ialative  power  wonld  be  deetroved  Ht 
cared  not  for  the  prioea  of  cotton  and  tobacco 
as  compwed  with  the  conatitntion.  War  would 
introdooe  a  slavish  aubordination  smoug  tb* 
people.  They  would  lose  thdr  repablicst 
simplicity  and  their  repnblican  indepeoduoa 
They  wonld  n^leot  their  homespau  for  tba 
military  plume  and  the  ^Ided  apametle^  Thdr 
morals"  wonid  beoMne  dnnvved.  Love  d 
idlen^  extravagance,  and  neglect  tf  the  dnD 
porsDits  of  common  life,  wonld  take  ftaee.  Tit 
desire  wonld  again  prevail  of  acquiring  l*i|< 
fortunes  by  aid  of  Invamon,  at  the  eipeaso  if 
the  war-worn  soldier  whose  fruits  would  b< 
taken  away  for  a  mere  song,  as  they  hi^  been 
at  the  dose  of  the  Bevolntion.  Capdity  woold 
be  iDtrodnoed,  and  pervade  the  pablio  miad. 

I  have  made  these  remarks,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
repel  the  declaraljona  of  gentlemen,  that  to  virts 
for  this  resolution  wonld  pledge  me  to  anhuk 
in  war,  K  war  is  neoenary,  I  would  not  Bbnnk 
from  it,  big  as  it  is  with  oahuuity  and  rain.  It 
will  be  the  duty  of  Govenunent  to  obriitt 
some  of  its  evils. 

I  am  in  hopes,  too,  sir,  that  I  have  been  ta 
fMlnnate  as  to  clieck  the  intemperance  of  tht 
yonth  (rf  my  country.  They  will  eicuse  me.  I 
tmst  we  may  not  be  led  away  by  the  ardor  cf 
yonth  or  of  old  age.  I  shall  vot«  for  tke  in- 
crease of  the  r^ular  force,  to  go  hand  in  b(^ 
withmy  friends,  evenina  war,  if  neoeseaiy  laa 
Joat,  I  have  not  made  thia  speech  to  prort 
that  I  am  against  war. 

Mr.  F1HD1.AT  sud  he  had  frequently  otsortd 
members^  after  a  qneMioD  had  nndergMie  B  TOi; 


had  not  been  called  u 


»  haveqiokeii 


Ihey  wonld  n< , 

__i  the  qnesticxi,  bnt  these  having  bem  osOm, 
they  must  assign  tbe  reasona  fbr  their  ToUa 
He  did  not  ^)proTa  at  that  principle,  b««st 
if  it  was  to  be  reduced  to  praotice  every  m^ 
bar  woold  speak  to  eveiy  such  qoostiMi,  ud 
there  wonld  be  no  end  of  the  debate.  Som- 
evor,  on  this  question,  though  he  thou^t  it  bid 
been  sufficiently  discussed,  yet  he  dewoed  a 
proper  to  express  a  fbw  thoughts,  not  so  miw 
'    give  the  reaaona  fiw  tbe  vote  he  deslgnod  to 


,L-oo^lc 


1811.] 


DEBATES  07  CONGRESS. 
ForBgH  Relaticm*. 


ta  or  R. 


ore,  as  to  ezpluD  the  principles  on  wliich  he 
Meigned  to  give  his  vote.  He  designed  to  vate 
for  the  TMdatioa  before  the  Booee,  but  not 
nreiy  for  the  same  reasons  or  with  the  same 
determined  views  that  Borae  honorable  mem- 
ben  have  expressed.  He  would  not  dwell  on 
tho  tjrranniee  and  robberies  of  either  the  more 
wiciMit  or  modem  despots  or  GovemmeitCa,  of 
the  old  world,  bnt  oonlne  himself  to  saoh  as 
had  &  direct  relation  to  the  question  depending 
before  the  Hoose. 

That  the  aggreamons  and  bad  faith  of  the  Brit- 
ish OoTemment,  and  the  reooDunendations  of 
the  Execntive,  were  the  foundation  of  tiie  reao- 
Intiwia  before  the  House,  was  admitted  b;  all 
that  have  spoken  on  the  qaestioD.  In  order  to 
be  DOdeiHtood  he  would  talfe  a  concise  retro- 
n>eot  of  onr  relations  with  Britain  since  nearly 
the  commencement  of  the  present  Government 
at  the  United  States. 

Daring  the  First  Congress  on  Indian  war  was 
commenoed  on  our  western  f^ntjer,  and  con- 
ducted as  usual  with  savage  ferocitj;  bat, 
b^eviog  that  it  only  resulted  from  the  com- 
Ixnatian  of  a  few  tribes,  onr  def^isive  measores 
at  first  were  weak,  and  our  first  attempts  nn- 
fwtonate.  Bnt  it  soon  became  such  a  tedious 
and  expensive  war  as  to  require  for  several 
yean  the  exertion  of  all  our  reeonrces.  It  had 
at  last  a  fortunate  conclusion ;  bnt  during  ita 
progrees  oar  Government  sod  the  dtizens  were 
tbDj  c<H]viDced  that  the  Indiana  were  euooarag- 
ed  and  supported  by  the  British  Government. 

We  all  knew  that  for  several  years  past  In- 
dian coan(uls  have  been  oonveoed  by  British 
agents,  who  influenced  them  by  presents,  and 
employed  them  as  emissaries  to  excite  the  peace- 
able Indians  in  our  own  territories  to  go  to  war 
,  agaiiHt  onr  new  and  dispersed  eettlemeuts.  It 
wonid  be  infidelity  to  doubt  the  truth  of  the 
Indians  having  received  their  anus,  &0.,  from 
British  agents,  and  though  these  British  allies 
have  got  a  check  iu  the  kte  engagement,  yet  it 
■Ito  baa  cost  us  dear.  We  have  no  ground  to 
oonclude  that  the  danger  is  over ;  revenge  is 
the  predMniiiant  pasdon  of  savages,  and  though 
we  have  not  snch  nnequivociJ  proofe  of  the 
British  in  the  present  instance  exciting  the  In- 
dians to  war,  and  supplying  them  for  tiiat  pnr- 
pnu,  aa  we  had  in  1798,  when  FreddentWASH- 
aetOM  received  a  copy  of  Lord  Dordiester's 
q*eecb  to  the  Indian  Qibes,  enooura^ng  them 
to  war  a^nst  onr  settiementa,  and  promising 
than  a  co-operation  of  the  British  force — the 
copy  of  which  gracious  speech  several,  mem- 
bora  yet  In  Congress  saw  at  that  time,  and  every 
member  has  heard  of  it — throngh  a  kind  Prov- 
idence that  co-operation  was  prevented  by  the 
defeat  of  the  British  armies  in  Europe.  Thoogh 
we  have  not  at  present  such  explicit  proofs  that 
the  Indians  at  present  are  acting  as  British 
allies,  yet  we  have  as  mach  proof  as  the  natnre 
of  the  case  can  afford,  and  it  would  be  very 
nowise  if  we  did  not  act  accordingly. 

From  the  above  view  of  the  subject,  if  we 
had  no  other  cause,  I  dedooe  the  expediency  of 


inoreasing  our  regular  Ibroe  agreeable  to  the  re- 
commendation of  the  President  and  of  our  com- 
.  mitt«e.  I  think  more  has  been  said  about  taking 
Canada  than  was  necessary.  It  is  tme,  that  dor- 
iog  the  same  Indian  war,  it  was  the  opinion  of 
our  most  sage  poUtidans  that  we  never  conid  be 
seoare  against  Indian  war  till  we  had  possession 
of  Canada,  and  by  that  means  have  it  in  our 
power  to  cat  ofi'  the  communication  between 
foreign  nations  and  the  Indians  on  onr  frontierg 
and  in  onr  own  territory.  They  said  that  neither 
onr  revenue,  our  credit  or  population  would  at 
that  time  Justify  the  attempt;  but  that  we  were 
rapidly  increasing  in  popuktion  and  bU  other 
reeonrcea,  while  tiie  nations  of  Europe  are  wast- 
ing their  own  strength,  bnt  the  time  was  &st 
approaching  when  we  must  repel  national  in- 
sults or  snrrender  our  independence.  This  was 
said  particularly  with  respect  to  the  impress- 
ment of  onr  seamen.  At  the  oomraencement 
of  this  oatraga,  never  committed  by  any  other 
nation  but  Britain,  the  public  mind  was  very 
sensibly  affected  by  it,  bat  time  and  the  fre- 
quent repetition  of  the  ii^ury  seems  to  have 
rendered  the  pablic  feeliogs  oollons.  This  put 
him  in  mind  of  what  he  bod  sometimes  ob- 
served, that  when  the  savages  scalped  a  fuw 
families  on  the  frontier,  the  whole  oonntry  was 
terribly  alarmed,  bat  that  after  the  savage  butch- 
ery had  continued  and  extended  itself  for  some 
time,  the  sensibility  seemed  to  abate.  This  hod 
been  evidently  the  effect  of  the  continued  im- 
pressment of  onr  seamen. 

Ur,  BoBEBTS  oheerved  he  should  offer  no 
apology  for  rising  so  late  in  this  discusdon,  as 
the  short  time  for  which  he  was  aboot  to  ask 
attention  would  not  justify  ic  The  eloquence 
and  talents  which  had  been  so  abundantl;^  ex- 
hibil«d  on  this  occasion,  would  not  admit  of 
more  than  a  concise  expreeeion  of  his  opinion, 
without  subjecting  him,  justly,  to  the  charge  of 
presumption.  When  the  report  now  under  con- 
sideration came  first  before  the  House,  I  was, 
said  be,  of  the  numlier  of  those  who  were  dis- 
posed to  decide  upon  it  withont  debate.  I 
nave  frequently  been  in  the  minority  on  the 

auestion  of  a^oumment,  from  a  wish  to  reach 
le  question  on  the  resolutions.  Under  theee 
impressions  I  coofess  I  viewed  the  challenge, 
or  rather  the  invitation,  given  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Gbundt.)  "  to  debate 
this  subject  now,  if  it  was  to  be  debated  at  all," 
more  as  the  impulse  of  an  ingenuous  mind,  pre- 
ferring, on  all  occasions,  an  open  course,  uan 
the  dictates  of  prudence  or  necessity.  Hor  was 
it  till  after  the  gentieman  from  North  Carolina 
(Mr.  H&OOn)  had  invited  and  urged  discnsdon, 
that  I  became  disposed  to  join  in  opinion  with 
them,  the  correctness  of  which  the  debate  of 
this  any  has  very  much  strengthened. 

By  the  adoption  of  this  re^rt,  we  are  enter- 
ing on  a  system  of  operations  of  the  utmost 
national  moment ;  the  efibcta  of  which  the 
wisest  amongst  as  cannot  Ailly  foreseaond  on 
which  we  have  no  choice  but  to  act.  The  dis- 
cnsrion  has  already  elicited  opiniona,  which  it 
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report,  irbile  thej  allow  them  to  be  adverBe  to 
the  meaeiires  which  «re  neoeasorilr  to  foUow 
it.  A  UtUe  time  may  be  well  f^nt  in  com- 
paring Bentiments  in  this  stage  of  the  borineea, 
ta  it  ma;  be  oondadTe  to  oelerit;  of  movement 
in  the  Beqnel,  and  eive  more  certain  effect  to 
the  meamree  whii^  moat  ultimatelj  be 

Every  political  oommnnity  mnst,  <A  neoeasi^, 
ponaeoo  rights,  which  it- may  enjoj  Independent- 
ly of,  and  in  oommoo  with,  every  other.  One 
ot  those  rights  ii  an  onoontrolled  juisdiction 
OTBT  its  own  territory.  It  has  Idng  ago  been 
foond  neceesory  for  nationi  to  aetcle  by  ctm- 
vention  on  the  great  scale  where  the  UaAta  of 
toritory  ahaJl  cease,  and  where  the  high  seaa 
diall  commence.  This  convention,  or  law,  has 
determined  that  the  shipe  of  nentrals  shall  be  a 
part  of  the  nsUonal  territory ;  so  long  u  tbey 
are  oarefnl  to  preserve  a  pacific  character. 
Throngh  the  intervention  of  vessels  nHVigatinf 
the  high  seas,  nations  in  amity  are  envied  tt 
overcome  the  want  erf  proximity,  and  all  the 
pnrpoaee  of  trade  and  oommerdal  intercomve 
may  thereby  be  extended,  as  well  to  the  inhab- 
itant of  the  remotest  corners  of  the  eailb,  aa 
to  those  only  divided  by  a  geometrical  Ime. 
An  attempt  to  int«rrapt  this  interooDrse  by  a 
third  nation,  is  bo  senons  an  set  of  hoatilily 
and  wrong,  as  not  only  always  to  Jostify,  bat 
to  demand,  rerastanee.  The  gentleman  trem 
Virginia  ^Hr.  Raicdolth)  has  said  the  Govern- 
ment womd  not,  on  a  former  occasion,  go  to 
war,  when  their  trade,  which  consisted  in  car- 
rjinK  the  produce  of  one  fordgn  conntry  to 
anotber,  was  annoyed  and  out  up;  and  why 
not,  he  sayB,  be  pacific  now,  as  well  as  then  t 
VhUe  I  agree  that  cor  natioiiBl  rights  extend 
to  both  a^e,  admitting,  however,  every  Gov- 
ernment to  make  her  own  manicipal  regnla- 
tions,  I  mnst  be  allowed  to  consider  onr  direct 
export  and  import  trade  mach  better  worth 
contending  for,  than  what  has  been  denomina- 
ted onr  OBirying  trade.  The  ooltivators  and 
ownen  of  the  soil  have  never  shown  any  dis- 
position to  fight  fbr  the  latter  trade ;  and  for  a 
very  plain  and  consistent  reason.  War  is  sore 
to  bring  on  its  train  of  evila  and  expense;  and 
where  It  is  obvioos  Uiat  these  will  amonnt  to 
more  than  the  loss  of  tiie  exercise  of  a  right  in 
ItB  natnre  of  bnt  transitory  nse  and  minor  in- 


«ach  a  people  to  war  for  a  speotilative  right  . . 
an  empty  name.  The  carrying  trade,  it  mnst 
be  owned,  was  profitable  (n  exercise,  bnt  it  was 
a  profit  that  oonld  be  ^ven  np  without  vital 
preindice  to  the  national  interests.  lITot  so 
with  onr  fcir  export  trade.  To  yield  this  would 
be  absolate  recolonixation.  It  must  not  only 
afiect  ns  in  the  great  reeonrces  of  national 
strength,  bnt  it  mnst  break  the  spirit  of  oor 
dtisens,  and  make  them  infidels  in  uie  principle 
of  self-government.    It  would,  at  the  ume  time. 


add  means  and  fiujlitles  to  the  „. ^ 

to%ialtiply  her  ontrages.  Give  np  the  expert 
trade  to  Great  Britain,  and  yon  will  next  bt 
reqnired  to  give  np  the  eoasting  ti'ade,  and  ti 
admit  her  navigation  act  to  as  complete  op«n- 
tion  in  onr  bays  and  harbors,  as  it  nov  ha 
roond  the  limited  shores  of  the  BridBfa  idia 
The  spirit  of  oommerrial  monopoly  she  hmm 
irtinacionsly  manifested,  proves  that  hw  at- 


to.  The  wrongs  she  has  long  be«n  and  itill  ii 
oommittiDg  towards  these  States,  have  asMmed 
a  character  that  imperionslj  call*  for  a  r»(- 
ance,  made  by  all  for  the  benefit  trfalL 

I  cannot  with  some  gentlemw  donbt  the  nt 
ficiency  of  this  Goveraraent  to  oondoct  a  nti 
However  congenial  a  state  of  peace  may  be  lot 
Bepnblic,  the  C«Histitut((m  ot  the  United  Sbta 
mnst  have  been  framed  with  a  view  to  mr  m 
well  as  peace.  The  members  of  the  grand  en- 
vention  nad  almost  all  been  active  charactets  in 
the  Revolaldonsi;  war.  On  the  sntyect  of  wv 
they  were  certainly  more  than  mere  theoiisla 
Honest  tq>prehensionB  have,  too,  been  enls^ 
tained  in  times  back  t^  the  GovemmeDt  bong 
too  strong.;  I  think,  however,  that  we  utj 
look  with  well-gToonded  confidence  for  am- 
plete  sofBoiency  in  it;  withoat  being  alanned 
at  the  reverse  of  the  piotnre.  "While  the  pcww 
of  declaring  war  is  vested  in  CSongress;  wbAt 
levies  and  aappliet  are  within  its  oantrol ;  while 
a  check  on  the  q>pdnting  powers  is  vested  ia 
the  Senate,  and  a  periodical  terminstioa  of  lb» 
President's  office  exists;  the  fixeoative  inn, 
thongh  SDfficiently  nntrsmmelled  for  neoegiuy 
and  DseM  command,  is  effeotnally  psraly«d  ai 
to  the  exercise  of  power  to  afibct  ot  chuge  tba 
free  features  of  the  Govemmeat ;  nnleee  bdeed 
the  representation  should  become  ntteriy  Mt- 
mpt,  an  event  no  one  can  believe  poesitde.  I 
fsel  much  sstisGuition  nt  this  moment  in  sesnc 
a  man  at  the  head  of  the  Government  who  had 
a  oonspicnons  ooncem  in  framing  the  constin- 
tion,  and  whose  efScisl  datiee  have  since  dow 
ly  connected  )ilin  with  the  administratioD  </ 
Government  under  it.  In  the  Message  ont  rf 
which  the  rwort  befbre  yon  has  spnog,  dc* 
the  lightest  aoabt  is  discoverable  of  die  «&- 
dency  of  onr  inetitnflons  to  soslain  ns  nsdsr 
every  exigency  that  may  overtake  ns.  My  own 
reflections  on  this  snl^  fand  they  have  neiilM 
been  light  nor  trsnatory)  have  neither  served 
to  alarm  nor  intimidate.  I  repose  in  saf^T  <■ 
the  saving  msxfm,  "  never  to  despair  ef  tte 
Republic.*' 

Mr.  MoKsB^-'Hr.  Spaakto-,  I  rise  to  addm 
the  Bonse,  at  this  late  boor  of  the  debate,  with 
relnotance ;  bnt  the  importance  of  the  qoertiai 

nst  be  my  apology. 

Some  gentlemen,  in  fblidtadng  tbeDisdveioB 

iconnt  of  the  temper  of  the  Honse,  evidtawed 
by  the  determination  to  adopt  vigOTons  omm- 
nres  agunst  England,  have  expreesed  a  rtgiet 
that  mwsnres  of  a  similar  diaraoter  had  sot 
been  resorted  to  long  dnoe. 

In  tViU  sentiment  I  cannot  agree.    In  rentv- 
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Ing  past  times,  we  cannot  bot  peroetTe  that  it 
has  been  tbe  demra  of  tile  GoTenun«t  tn  avdd 
bein^  iDvolred  to  the  war  ;irith  which  Enrope 
has  been  ao  long  desolated,  and  by  dealing  out 
Justice  to  the  belliga'ents,  respeetiTely,  with 
an  impartial  hand,  to  preaerve  ovr  neutrality, 
permitdiig  oor  citizens  pesoeftaUj  to  pnrsne 
tUbir  private  Bvocationa,  reaping  the  rich  har- 
vest wising  from  onr  neutral  oommerce. 

Tbis  was  oertainly  s  vise  poliny,  and  the  dis- 
tjngnialied  saocees  with  which  it  was  attended 
fs  a  otear  evidenoe  of  its  wisdom  and  propriety. 
Thy,  then,  Bhoold  it  be  oondemned?  Have 
any  peo}de  ever  acquired  indlvidnal  wealth  with 
■o  mnch  rapidity ;  or  have  an^  been  more  happy 
to  tbe  enjoyment  of  domeetie  tranqnillity  uian 
Uie  peo^  of  the  United  States  I  None.  The 
wish  oT  the  late  and  the  preeent  Administrations 
was  to  oontinae  this  state  of  h^tpy  prosperi^ 
as  long  as  it  was  prsotloable,  by  m^jog  acts  of 
wrong  and  Tetafion  of  a  minor  sort,  growing 
ont  of  the  violence  of  the  times,  the  mbject  i^ 
negotiation,  rather  than  a  canse  of  war.  And, 
is  this  course  of  policy  now  to  be  condemned, 
and  legrets  entered  np  that  we  have  not  been 
at  war  years  ago  ? 

At  tbe  opening  of  the  session  of  Oongreas,  in 
December,  1800,  after  the  disavowal  of  fb-skine's 
arrangement,  when  onr  relations  with  England 
sssnmed  a  more  nnfavorable  aspect  than  at  the 
ekwe  of'the  sDimner  session,  the  Oommittee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  witii  a  deore  to  preserve  oar 
neutrality,  presented  to  tiie  Honse  a  measnre 
nsoslly  termed  Msoon'a  bill,  No.  1 ;  a  measnre 
which  it  is  now  known  wss  approved  by  the 
Adminif^lion,  and  bad  the  Ban<rCion  even  of  a 
higher  antbority,  (if  snch  there  be.)  Tbis  meas- 
ure was  calculated  in  its  operation  to  present 
serioiis  difficnltles  to  those  nations  by  whom 
tbe  rights  of  OUT  neutral  flag  were  disregarded ; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  it  left  open  to  the  enter- 
prisB  of  ow  citizens  those  channels  of  tradei 
not  incladed  within  the  scope  of  tbe  orders  and 
decrees  of  the  belligerents,  as  they  then  stood; 
a  commerce  as  exteii^ve  and  vunoble  as  we 
can  expect  to  ei^t^  in  times  of  general  peace. 
It  was,  however,  opposed^  and  socoessftilly,  too, 
by  war  speeches.  It  fell,  and  by  its  flul  the 
Administration  were  driven  frtwi  their  grotmd, 


andtl 


neutrality  of  the  United  Statea  also  ttU  with  IL 
This  Dnf<Htnnate  event  was  succeeded  by  the 
act  of  May,  1810.  By  this  act,  the  belligwents 
were  invited^  in  a  new  form,  to  withdraw  their 
orders  and  decrees;  proniiring,  on  onr  part,  in 
case  dther  of  them  should  accept  the  invitation 
thus  given  to  both,  to  pnt  in  force  tbe  nou- 
importation  sections  of  tbe  non-ioteroonrse  law 
against  the  party  persevering  in  their  orders  or 
decrees  for  three  months  after  their  adversary 
had  accepted  the  invitation  Uias  given.  The 
law  of  May,  1810,  was  enacted  with  a  hope  that 
the  terms  thereby  ofibred  to  the  belligerents, 
respectively,  wonld  indnce  tbe  one  or  the  other 
to  accept  them,  and  withdraw  their  orders  or 
decrees.    And  an  expeotatJOD  was  also  anter- 
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tuned,  that  if  one  of  the  parties  conld  be  in- 
duced to  relinquish  their  orders  or  decrees,  the 
other  party  woold  follow  the  example ;  and,  if 
this  Jnst  expectation  should  be  met  by  a  perse- 
verance of  either  of  the  parties  in  their  orders 
or  decrees,  after  their  adversary  had  accepted 
the  invitation  thus  given,  it  wonld  teat  the  sin- 
cerity of  the  variooB  and  repeated  declaratioos 
made  by  them,  respectively,  that  their  orders 
and  de<mes,  sffectuig  our  oommerce,  were  re- 
luctantly issued  in  their  own  Jost  defence. 

Those  slso  who  preferred  war  to  the  preser- 
vation of  our  neutrality,  and  by  whom  Uaoon's 
bill  was  r^ected,  wonld  be  relieved  from  the 
embarrassment  of  gohig  to  war  with  two  of  the 
most  powerftd  nations  in  the  world,  or  of  se- 
lecting which  of  the  two  should  be  made  our 
enemy,  at  a  time  when  we  had  fast  cause  of 
war  against  both.  The  fixed  and  determined 
boeUBty  of  one  of  the  partiea  towards  tbe  Unit- 
ed States  would  be  (as  it  oertunly  now  is) 
most  clearly  proved ;  and  thereby  our  measures 
of  hostility  rendered  tbe  more  necessary,  and 
more  likely  to  receive  the  nnanimoos  approba- 
tion of  tbe  American  people. 

My  opinion,  therefore,  is,  that  it  wsfi  wise  to 
preserve  our  neutrality  as  long  as  possible,  mak- 
ing an  appeal  to  force  tbe  last  reluctant  resort; 
and,  inasmncb  as  the  m^ority  of  Congress,  in 
1609,  resolved  to  change  the  peaceful  ciiaraoter 
of  this  oonnt^.  the  intervening  period  has  tieen 
employed, in  a  last  effort  to  avert  the  calamities 
of  war;  the  resnlt  of  which  has  relieved  this 
Government  from  any  liability  to  the  charge 
of  partiality  to  either  of  the  belligerents,  by 
compelling  one  of  them,  by  their  own  act,  to 

E resent  themselves  as  the  object  of  onr  just 
ostility. 

Mr.  BtAswoBD  Btii,  as  the  resolution  l^efore 
the  Eonse  contemplated  an  additional  army, 
and  Arom  the  avowal  of  its  Mends,  involved  in 
it  tiie  question  of  peace  or  war,  he  felt  tbe  de- 
sire to  aesign  the  reasons  of  his  vote  upon  so 
inq>ortant  a  subject.  He  was  the  more  disposed 
to  do  BO  as  he  should  probably  find  himself  In  a 
very  amall  minority  upon  the  qaestiou.  He 
was  not  flattered,  he  said,  with  using  arguments 
wMoh  would  convince  others ;  but  for  nimself 
he  (bit  th^  force  strong  enough  to  fix  his  mind 
agiunst  the  measure.  If  he  were  to  vote,  he 
said,  ibr  the  proposed  army,  he  should  vote  in- 
conustently  with  aU  his  former  opinions  and 
principles  upon  the  subject,  and  he  never  could 
think  of  acting  a  part  inconsistent  with  him- 
self, and  that  more  especially  when  all  his  ex- 
perience had  gone  to  oonfirin  his  first  imprea- 
sions,  bis  honest  prejudices  against  standing 
armies.  Such  eatablishmentshsd  always  proved 
tbe  bane  of  free  Oovemments,  and  be  conld  not 
see  holv  we  were  to  get  along  with  them,  and 
Kmato,  as  be  believed  we  were,  tbe  freest  and 
happiest  people  upon  earth. 

But,  dr,  we  are  told  war  is  to  t>e  declared  in 
certain  event^  and  that  the  armypropoeed  is  to 
invade  and  take  the  Oanadas.  We  are  then  to 
pass  out  of  the  limits  of  the  Dnitod  States  and 
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wage  a  war  of  the  foreign  r^ensive  kind  1  If 
■nca  was  the  oonleiiiplated  rue  of  this  arm; 
when  raised,  he  waa  eti]]  tbe  more  opposed  to 
to  the  measare.  He  was  nguiut  the  war  itself, 
and  the  policy  of  it,  and  coaM  b;  no  m««iiB 
yield  hii  vote  to  bring  it  abont.  That  tiiere 
were  mfficient  oanae  of  war,  he  waa  ready  to 
acknowledge,  and  be  waa  not  disposed  in  any 
the  leaat  d^ree  to  palliate  the  offences  of  Great 
Britain,  or  Uiat  of  any  of  the  other  belligerents, 
committed  on  the  persons  and  property  of  onr 
dtiiena.  All  of  them  had  deserTed  war  at  our 
baiida,  but  we  had  at  no  time  dnoe  the  com- 
meocement  of  onr  present  Government  seen  it 
onr  interest  or  policy  to  fdve  into  it,iii  tlie'<^)en 
and  dedared  form,  nor  that  of  any  other  tiam, 
except  that  of  a  qvMi  character  which  happeD- 
ed  nnder  Ur.  Adams's  administration.  The 
qoeation  never  had  been  whether  we  had  or 
had  not  caose  of  war,  bat  whether  the  true  in- 
terest of  the  United  States  did  not,  onder  all 
cironmstanosa,  call  aloud  apon  ns  to  cherish 
peooe,  and  to  avoid  war  and  its  evils  as  the  last 
of  the  alternatives  before  na ;  and  this,  aaid  Ur. 
8^  he  would  be  able  to  show  was  the  Bepubli- 
Oan  doctrine,  as  well  in  the  old  minority  times 
as  unce  that  minority  grew  into  a  mi\jority. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Ur.  6BTnn>T) 
liad  made  a  direct  appeal  to  the  Kepablioan 

r-ty,  and  endeavored  to  rally  and  nnite  them 
this,  to  them  at  least,  new  doctrine  of  war. 
If  the  appeal  of  the  gentleman  had  any  reference 
to  him,  he  would  b^  leave  to  deny  some  of  his 
portions.  He  had  himself  had  some  small 
share  to  act  in  the  political  scenes  of  '98-4,  and 
he  waa  gUd  to  find  from  the  gentleman's  decla- 
ration that  fae  had  Joined  in  tbe  "clamor"  of  the 
day,  to  poll  down  the  tbou  Federal  Adminisln- 
tlon  for  the  nnjastlfiable  war  which  they  had 
gone  into  with  France.  Ur.  S,  sud  he  knew 
he  had  Joined  in  it  moat  heartily.  He  believed 
he  tben  acted  right  in  all  he  i^d  to  sapersede 
that  Administration,  and  he  still  believed  be 
waa  right.  The  best  interests  of  the  oonntrv 
forbade  the  war,  and  so  the  people  detemuned, 
when  nltimately  they  came  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion. That  party  thoa  onated  by  the  pnbUo 
voioe,  the  present  EepnblicoD  miyority  was 
broaght  in  upon  their  own  profeadons  of  betl«r 
principles,  the  love  of  peace  and  econrany.  fint 
now,  foi^tting  onr  old  professions  under  a 
French  crisis,  we  had  raised  the  ory  of  war 
under  a  British  one,  and  nothing  short  of  it  was 
to  save  our  honor.  Ur.  S.  decliu^  if  there  was 
any  difference  in  the  cansea  of  war  then  and 
now,  be  thooght  it  tamed  most  decidedly  in 
bvor  of  the  former  period,  since  the  nuve  in- 
tolerable ontrage  in  the  case  of  the  Oheaapeake 
had  been  at  length  atoned  for.  What  wm«  the 
&ctst  French  decrees  existed  at  that  time 
against  yonr  rightful  conuneroe — he  ^>oko  of 
the  aiT&ttea  or  decrees  of  the  French  directory 
— these  had  the  avoe  practical  effect  on  our 
maritime  nentral  rights  that  the  British  orders 
have  now.  French  cruisers  wayldd  the  months 
of  your  haibon^  and  cq>ti>red  your  vessels;  and 


the  first  •ocoesafnl  act  itf  the  United  States  atttr 
the  qnaai-war  oommenoed,  waa,  the  taki^  U 
one  of  these  aiiise(p  in  the  month  of  ooe  otvt 
harbors. 

But,  said  Mr.  8.,  the  gentlemas  from  Sank 
Carolina,  (Ur.  Cixaotnr,)  tells  ns  it  is  a  pindiile 
of  honor  in  a  nation,  as  id  an  indiTidiul,  to  »■ 
nst  a  first  insnlL  If  sacb  doctrine  is  to  be  sd- 
mittcd,  when  ahonld  we  have  had  a  mcmat^ 
peace  I  From  one  or  the  othpr  belligeraita  of 
Enrope,  since  their  late  wars  ofHrnneneed,  n 
have  never  been  withont  joit  conqdaints  sguiri 
than  for  aome  violation  of  oor  nentral  ri^U^ 
and  of  oonne  mnst  have  taken  an  early  lim 
in  thdr  wBis.  The  troth  is,  we  cannot  liba, 
nor  will  the  mmilitnde  hold  good  betvewH 
in^vidnal's  honor,  or  his  sensibility  to  it,  ud 
that  of  a  nation'a.  A  single  impreesmait  m 
oaptare  may  be  well  admitted  to  form  a  gnui 
of  reprisal  and  war ;  bnt  we  ahonld  have  Imb 
a  mined  ooontry  long  ere  now,  if,  nnder  th«  n- 
isting  ciroometanoea  of  the  woiU,  and  bellig»- 
rent  £(ir(K)e,  we  had  yielded  to  tiiis  quekoMi 
of  senability,  and  bad  gone  to  war  for  a  SrA 
andmnfife  instance  of  oggrswionfrom  eitberof 
the  belUgereuta,  The  same  gentleraan  sikinb 
that  every  Uiing  now  coUa  Upon  ns  to  mike  i 
stand ;  that  there  waa  no  danger  to  osr  libtf^ 
ties  in  a  standing  army  of  twenty  or  thirtj 
thoDsand  men,  and  that  all  admitted  then  m 
justifiable  canee  of  war,  and  ha  believed  it  had 
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of  war,  he  woold  agT«e ;  and  he  very  weU  i*- 
collected  we  had  heard  the  same  doctrines  pie- 
daely,  and  he  thon^t  he  might  be  peiwUid 
to  say,  a  strain  of  declamation,  at  least  equllj 
handsome,  apon  the  same  Battject,  and  from  liM 
same  State,  in  1798-'9.*  Ur.  8.  owteiKled  « 
the  then  doctrines  of  war,  (and  it  mnst  be  idr 
mitted  the  caoaes  of  it  were  also  alike  in  theii 
character,)  it  was  &ir  to  expect  that  in  doe 
time  pnblio  opinion  wonld  oune  to  be  the  avne 
in  both  cases. 

Bat,  Ur.  S.  sdd,  he  ooiold  not  pereuve  lav 
the  present,  of  all  others,  had  become  the  necsf 
sary  and  accepted  time  for  wot  with  Ureal 
Britain.  The  attac*  on  the  Ghes^wake  fiigsta 
had  been  lately  atoned  for,  to  the  eatis&ctitn 
(rf  onr  Government ;  and,  he  trusted,  '"^Jl" 
been  so  dona  as  to  aggravate  the  criss  of  afwi* 
between  the  two  oonntriee.  If  oalcnlated  to  do 
so,  our  Qovenment  ootdd  not  have  recwved  it 
The  impreennent  (tf  om-  seamen  was  a  jnrtM^ 
pldnt  against  the  British  Govemmeiit;  hot » 
oommenoed  nnder  the  Administratiixi  cf  (Gen- 
eral WAaHnrsTOB,  and  no  one  wonld  say  be  "■ 
kas  eenrable  to  national  honor  and  indepeDdenca 
than  ourselves.  Under  all  the  oircmnstsnee*  <t 
that  coose  of  oomplaint,  he  did  not  think  it  * 
soffloient  for  him  to  depart  bftm  the  ow- 
"  "  "  '  owmnd;  nor  was  the  »a- 
veiatioos  in  hi* 


tral  ground  he  had  OMUDed;  n 
noyanoe  of  our  oommeioe  lesa  vi 
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time  tlikD  since.  In  like  manner,  under  Mr. 
Adams's  Administration,  the  same  oomplainta 
eziated,  tbungff  in  that  of  the  letter,  not,  per- 
hxpBy  to  tlie  same  degree;  and,  nnder  the  eight 
jears  of  Mr.  Jeffenon's  Administratbn,  the 
Mme  state  of  things  oontinDed,  certainlj  with 
■o  incTMsed  degree  of  vtolenee,  to  which  was 
tiao  added  the  more  anravating  insolt  upon 
the  Obesspeaks.  Mr  J^erson  had  neTor  been 
■nepected  of  partislitj  for  Great  Brittun,  and 
ibmt,  indeed,  the  accepted  time  had  oome  for  a 
war  with  that  GoTemmeot ;  all  partdw  were 
mutod,  and  pledged  themaelTea  to  sapport  him 
In  tfie  war.  The  pnlae  of  the  nation  beat  high 
tor  it.  But  he  &lt,  beoanae  he  knew,  that 
peaoe  was  the  best  interest  of  his  ooontr;,  and 
Ibrbore  to  call  Googreas  together.  He  had  al- 
waj*  admired  the  man;  bQt,npou  that  oooa- 
rion,  he  Mt  more  than  a  sentimeot  of  admira- 
lion  toward  him.  When,  at  lengtli,  wrongs  bad 
tbns  aoonmolated,  and  called  for  some  system 
of  oormteractioD  and  resistanoe  till  negotiation 
ooold  be  farther  tried,  the  embargo  vae  resort' 
ed  to  in  preference  to  war;  and,  when  that  was 
dcme  awaj,  a  system  of  non-interconrse  was 
■nhstitnted,  and  to  that  again  aocoeeded  the  prea- 
aat  alternative  law  of  tbe  same  kind ;  the  non- 
importation srstemwhiobbaagrownontof  tins 
with  Great  Britain  hae  not  been  tried  one 
whole  jear  jeL  If  gentiemen  will  hare  it  that 
this  is  the  aoo^)ted  time  (or  war,  bow  has  it 
h^pOMd  that  we  have  not  had  it  before  t  Onr 
Ooimcils  mar  ^  pretntned  to  have  been  as  sen- 
Mble  to  aggreaeion,  and  as  patriotic  to  radreas  it, 
aa  we  now  are. 

Bnt,  Hr.  Speaker,  said  "Mr,  a,  oppoeed  as  he 
was  to  the  idea  of  the  United  States  beoamiag 
one  of  the  belligerent  nations — to  the  linking 
onr  destinies  with  those  of  the  European 
Powers ;  to  the  taking  any  share  in  their  pres- 
ent oonflictB,  If  hia  oonntry  oooe  det«nnined 
upon  it,  he  would  not  then  Hesitate  to  vote  anj 
force,  or  other  means  to  bring  it  to  as  epeedy 
and  as  happy  an  Issne  as  possible :  until  then 
he  should  preserve  his  own  consistency ;  and 
eontrlbnte  in  no  way  to  bring  aboat  that  state 
of  things  which,  he  believed,  wonld  prove  most 
rninoDs  to  hia  connby. 

Mr.  Edio. — ^Mr.  Speaker,  1  sboold  not  have 
troaUed  this  Eodbb  with  any  remarks  of  mine, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  ohaarvations  which  have 
Jnst  &llen  from  my  ooUeagoe  Irom  North  Caro- 
Bna.  I  shall  not  attempt,  sir,  to  follow  that 
gentleman  in  the  hiatory  which  he  has  given  of 
the  progress  of  par^  in  this  ooimtry,  bnt  shall 
content  myself  with  iUJing,  that,  in  onr  senti- 
ments, we  entirely  diSer ;  Us  is  the  doctrine  of 
sobmknon ;  yea,  sir,  the  meet  abject  submis- 
sion ;  mine,  1  trns^  is  not.  I  sm  in  favor  of 
the  resointion  now  on  yonr  table.  I  am  aware, 
sir  of  the  many  imporUuit  oonsidenitions  which 
will  natnralty  sn^gest  tbenuelves  to  the  mind 
•f  «re^  real  friend  of  his  couitry,  when  he 
views  the  oonseqnencea  whloh  may  resolt  from 
the  adoptitm  of  die  meMure  now  contemplated. 
Tben,  air,  the  baUts  of  a  nation,  ingrafled,  as 


it  were,  in  ita  very  nature,  are  aboat  to  be  de- 
parted from ;  when  the  destinies  of  the  coontr; 
are  aboat  to  be  launched  on  an  untried  ocean, 
and  when  the  doubt  is  about  to  be  solved,  whe- 
ther our  It«publican  (Dovemment  is  alike  caloD- 
lated  to  Apport  as  throngb  the  trials  and  diffi- 
cultiee  of  war,  and  goide  us  in  safety  down  the 
gentle  current  of  peace,  I  am  aware,  sir,  that 
we  ehonld  pause  and  ponder  well  the  snbject ; 
that  we  should  divest  oorselves  of  those  warm 
feelings  which  most  generally  take  possession  of 
onr  minds  on  viewing  the  nijiist  prostration  of 
the  rights  of  our  country.  Sir,  that  interest 
which  I  feel,  In  common  with  otiiers,  on  tjie 
decision  of  a  qnestion  of  such  magnitnde  and 
importance,  will,  I  trust,  induce  this  House  to 
bear  with  me  a  moment,  while,  in  a  few  words, 
I  e^ldn  the  motives  by  which  I  am  actuated 
in  giving  my  decided  ^probation  to  the  rraolu- 
tion  now  nnder  oonaiaeration.  If,  sir,  I  were 
merely  to  torn  my  attention  to  the  local  situa- 
tion of  that  portion  of  Che  conntry  which  I  have 
the  honor  partioolarly  to  represent ;  its  exten- 
sive and  exposed  eeaooasts,  combined  with  its 
present  commeroial  advant^ee ;  I  should,  vrith- 
ont  hesitation,  give  my  voto  to  the  proposed 
measure.  But,  sir,  as  in  my  individnal  capacity, 
I  feel  at  all  times  willing  to  make  not  only  pe- 
cuniary sacrifices,  bnt  to  expose  my  person  in 
vindicating  the  ri^ts  and  interests  of  my  conn- 
try,  in  my  Representative  owadty,  I  will  un- 
dertake to  say,  that  my  constituents  will  do  no 
less.  Bir,  the  demon  Avarioe,  which  benumbs 
every  warm  emotion  of  the  son],  has  not  yet 
gained  the  ascendency  in  the  South :  the  love 
of  country  animates  everr  breast,  and  bnma 
with  ineitingnlshabie  ardor.  Sir,  they  f^l  in 
common,  I  trust,  with  a  great  mtyoritj  of  every 
portion  of  this  Union,  tiie  degradation  of  onr 
oonntry,  in  submitting  for  a  moment  longer  to 
the  di^onorable  terms  proposed  directly  or  in- 
directly by  liie  British  Qovemment,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, I  hold  it  to  be  oorrect,  that,  in  discoasing  a 
snqjeot  of  such  importance,  a  view  of  the  vari- 
ons  matters  necessarily  connected  with  it  wiU 
not  be  conmdered  irrelevant:  but,  sir,  I  will 
not  weary  the  patience  of  this  House  with  a  de- 
tul  of  injnriea,  unparalleled  in  the  history  of 
former  times,  wantonly  inflicted  on  a  nation 
which  manifested  to  the  whole  world  her  an- 
cere  desire  to  support  the  neutral  stand  which 
had  been  taken  at  the  earliest  period  of  her 
Government,  and  most  tenacioosly  adhered  to. 
We  have  carefnUy  avoided,  Mr.  Speaker,  anv 
participation  in  that  system  of  politics  which 
tuts  convulsed  and  di^racted  tne  Enropean 
world.  We  have  restricted  ourselves  in  the  foil 
enjoyment  of  our  tij^t^  lest  by  strictly  enforc- 
ing them,  we  might  produce  a  collision  with 
any  nation,  howevw  littie  her  condoct  might 
be  guided  by  the  prinoiplea  of  eqiiity.  ^,  we 
have  b<»ne  with  iqjury,  until,  in  the  language  of 
yoor  committee,  forbearance  has  ceased  to  be 
a  virtne.  We  have  remonstrated,  we  have  t^ 
pealed  to  the  Justice,  to  the  interest,  of  the  two 
great  oontending  powers  of  Enrope ;  every  ef- 
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fbrt  proved  abortive ;  onr  calls  for  JoBtioe  were 
drovrned  in  the  declaration  that  their  taeaanree 
were  merelj  retaliatory,  and  not  intended  to  in- 
terfere with  neutral  righte ;  thus,  dr,  the  mat- 
ter rested,  when  specific  propositions  were  snb- 
mitted  to  each.  Yes,  ai,  hj  an  act  nbich  baa 
placed  the  impartiality  of  our  conntir  beyond 
the  reach  of  suspicion,  vedemanded  of  each  the 
revocation  of  her  obnoiions  edicts  as  the  only 
tneuiB  of  preserving  oor  friendship.  We  tal 
know  what  has  been  the  consequence :  France 
has  met  onr  advances,  has  embraced  onr  propo- 
utionB.  Qreat  Briton  not  only  refitses  a  repeal 
on  her  part,  bat,  while  she  afFeota  to  lament  the 
effects  prodnced  on  neatral  rights,  takes  the 
most  effectoal  methods  to  render  them  perpet- 
naL  Sir,  blindness  and  ignorance  itself  can 
loD^r  be  deceived  by  British  policy. 

We  have  been  told,  sir,  that  this  will  be  a 
war  for  the  support  of  the  carrying  trade ;  let 
me  bere  remark,  and  I  wish  to  be  distinctly  nn- 
derstood,  as  avowing  my  determination  never 
to  give  a  vote,  so  long  as  I  have  the  honor  of  a 
seat  on  this  Boor,  which  will  involve  this  cmm- 
try  in  a  war,  for  the  recovery  or  enpport  of  this 
extraneous  spedes  of  commerce.  I  believe  1 
shall  not  be  incorrect  when  I  assert,  that  nine- 
tenths  of  this  country  never  did  and  never  will 
derive  the  smallest  benefit  from  it.  Bnt,  i ' 
the  right  to  carry  in  our  own  ships  the  prodi 
of  oor  own  country  to  any  quarter,  not  thereby 
violating  the  laws  of  nations,  or  oontravening 
legitimate  municipal  re^nlations,  is  one  which! 
never  will  yield ;  for,  sir,  in  doing  so,  we  para- 
lyze the  industry  of  our  eitizens ;  we  give  a 
fatal  blow  to  the  best  Intereeta  of  oor  oonntry. 
Yes,  wr,  we  yield  the  principle,  we  invite  to 
Anrther  encroachments.  Oor  connttr,  «r,  is 
agricnltnral,  bnt  so  intimately  blended  triOi 
commerce,  that  the  one  cannot  long  exist  un- 
aided by  the  other.  Sir,  I  will  not  yield  an 
inch  of  ground,  when,  by  so  doing,  I  dMtroy  an 
essential  right  of  ray  conntry — or  sap  the  foun- 
dation of  that  independence  cemented  by  the 
blood  of  onr  fathers.  We  were  told  by  a 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  a 
few  days  since,  that  we  have  snfficient  cause  for 
war.  I  ask  yon,  then,  sir,  why  do  we  hesitate  I 
Shall  we  always  yield  f  Shall  we  always  shrink 
from  the  contest  f  The  adoption  of  this  reeo- 
Intjon  is  the  touchstone — by  it  we  rise  oriall. 
We  have  been  asked,  Ur.  Speaker,  why  not  lay 
upon  TOOT  table  a  proposition  to  go  to  war  t 
It  is  there,  sir ;  it  is  eont^ned  in  this  resolu- 
tion ;  the  moment  we  ^ve  it  onr  sanction  we 
declare  onr  fixed  resolve  to  render  effective  the 
force  contemplated  to  be  raised.  Tea,  sir,  nn- 
lesB  Great  Britain  manifests  a  disposition 
speedily  to  do  us  Jnatice — by  her  acta,  air,  not 
by  her  words.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
calls  npon  the  Representatives  of  the  seaooasts, 
of  the  slaveholding  Stat«e,  and  asks  if  they  are 
wiUio^  to  say  to  England  "  we  intend  to  go  to 
war  with  yon."  Does  the  gentleman  mean  to 
excit«  our  fears  for  the  li^  of  our  property  t 
Aa  one  of  the  m^ny  on  Uiis  floor  who  stand  in 
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I  the  situation  mentioned  by  that  genileinaa,  I 
step  forth  to  declare  fbr  myself  and  my  consiit- 
uenta,  that,  when  Ion  of  national  boDot  ii 

E laced  in  the  scale,  and  attempted  to  be  bslsmid 
y  pecuniary  interest,  we  will,  without  hail»' 
tion,  kick  the  beam.  Bnt,  kt,  we  are  ao<r  era- 
tending  for  the  restoration  of  our  ri^ti^Ai 
deprivation  of  whieh  strikes  at  the  very  ba- 
dationa  of  our  prosperity.  Sir,  to  na,  it  mslUn 
little  whether  oor  cities  tumble  into  rain  bj  d»' 
sertJon  for  want  of  employment,  by  pmotj 
produced  by  British  wrongs  and  aggreasiai,  at, 
m  vindicating  the  cauae  of  oor  conntry,  M I7 
a  quicker  proeees.  Sir,  I  have  no  fear  of  inn 
sion,  and,  therefore,  have  no  fear*  ariang  fM 
the  black  popnlation,  which  strikes  wiih  at 
much  horror  on  the  semdldve  mind  of  the  gnitk- 
man  fW)m  Virginia.  For  my  coontry.  Ml 
Speaker,  I  lament  its  ezisteooe;  I  riswitta 
the  bane,  the  curse  of  the  land,  and  most  ra- 
cerely,  sir,  do  I  wish  that  a  aecond  Hoses  eoaU 
take  tikem  by  the  hand,  and  lead  them  in  mtttj 
to  a  distant  land,  whwe  their  cries  would  amtt 
more  strike  on  the  ear  of  sympathy. 

We  have  been  told,  sir,  that  this  will  be  » 
war  of  aggrandizement,  a  war  of  oonqneit.  1 
am  as  little  disposed  to  extend  the  teniterj  m 
any  other  individual  of  this  House.  I  bun 
that  dissimilar  interesla  mnst  and  will  pnvul 
from  a  too  great  extension  of  our  domiuac 
Bnt,  sir,  we  will  not  here  enter  into  a  diMia- 
w>n,  whether  an  acoeeai«i  of  conntry  wcuid  w 
would  not  conduce  to  the  interests  of  the  Qci- 
8ir,  thia  will  be  a  war  forced  iqMe 
»nnot,  nnder  existing  circanlisUDMS, 
avoid  it.  To  wound  onr  enemy  in  the  meet  tsI- 
nerabte  part  should  only  be  oonadered.  Sit,  I 
trust,  if  olir  difl^renoee  with  Great  Britun  m 
t  speedily  a^jnated,  ^of  which,  indeed,  I  biis 
ezpeetatioQ,)  we  shall  take  Canada.  Yo, 
sir,  by  fbroe ;  by  valor ;  not  by  eeduetion,  m 
tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia  expresses  it  I 
have  no  reliance  <mi  their  friendehip — I  hoft  'A 
will  not  be  calculated  on.  Sir,  1  am  not  de- 
terred from  the  firm  purposes  i^  my  mind,  by 
the  predictions  of  the  gentleman  from  Virgmiik 
I  have  no  fears,  sir,  that  the  people  of  ov 
country  will  desert  their  Government  while  as- 
serting the  rights  of  the  oonntry ;  and  1  mnst 
believe,  that  gentl^nan's  asMrtion  to  tbe  «»- 
traiT  notwithstanding,  that  Viiginia  will  M^ 
be  the  last  to  afford  suppliSB. 

Mr.  BoTD.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  should  not  ban 
risen,  on  tbe  present  oocamon,  had  not  the  botr 
orable  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  reqnA- 
ed  all  those  that  did  not  intend  to  vote  fomt^ 
ulterior  measnrea  as  ihey  might  hereafter  Gm 
neceseary  to  bring  fiirwvd,  would  not  vote  fa 
the  present  resolutions,  as  they  were  a  part  of 
a  system  that  mig^t  evoitnate  in  war,  ^ 
From  those  obaervations,  I  feel  myseH  wd 
those  that  I  in  part  have  tbe  honor  to  '*P^ 
sent,  called  on  to  say  how  far  I  will  go,  sod 
how  fiff  I  will  not  go.  Sir,  when  we  tall 
about  war,  we  ought  to  know  for  what  we  an 
going  to  wage  it,  and  to  see  that  tbe  meaM  ai« 
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vthe«ad.  Letitnotbethonglit 
by  thia  tbat  I  have  U17  apology  to  make  A>r 
Great  BritaJD,  or  her  mtmifold  wrongs.  I  have 
fione.    I  kb;,  periafa  the  heart,  the  head  and  the 


apoTog7 1  No,  air,  they  are  a  nation  of  pirates, 
and  have  coinniitted  manj  wrongs  on  na;  and 
it  becomea  as  to  look  for  oor  remedy,  and  how 
itistobe  obtained.  We  are  told  that  these  ree- 
olntionB  are  a.  part  of  a  wu  mearara.  I  Ao 
not  receive  them  aa  snob,  but  aa  fo^paratoir  to 
-vhatmay  h^pen  or  beoome  neoeeasry.  Bnt, 
fyr  argmnent  Bake,  suppose  it  so,  and  that  we 
are  to  have  war — yonr  anny  raised,  and  ready 
to  march  to  tlie  Oanadas ;  ir<th  how  many  ore 
Tou  going  to  take  them  t  In  my  opimoI^  not 
leBS  Uiaa  fifty  tbooaand  men  wiU  be  required. 
Snppose  the  English  ahoold  be  driTen  oat  of 
8[uin  and  Portngal,  (which  tn^  by  this  time 
be  the  ease,  or  it  may  soon  be  su,)  what  number 
of  troops  can  abe  sand  to  reinforce  her  poesee- 
Bons  and  meet  you  !  Bnt,  My  some  genUemen, 
American  blood  has  been  spilt,  and  we  mast 
■avenge  it.  How  is  that  to  be  done?  For  gal- 
lons will  yoa  spill  torrents ;  or  am  I  to  noder- 
Btuid  that  we  shall  have  war  without  bloodshed  ! 
ffir,  let  those  that  think  so  torn  their  attention 
to  the  Revolutionary  war — the  Bngarhonse  in 
New  York,  the  Prevost,  the  Prison-ship,  the 
TTallabont,  Fort  Washington,  White  Flfdns, 
Princeton,  Trenton,  Monmonih,  Brandywine, 
Guildford,  and  many  ottier  places.  NewJeniey 
has  had  her  fnll  share  of  the  fighting — other 
States  the  benefit ;  and  if  we  have  war  again, 
we  shall  have  onr  share  of  fighting — others  the 
laaves  and  fishes.  Bnt,  mi,  1  will  not  complain : 
we  obtained  our  liberty,  and  1  am  witling  to 
support  it  in  Uie  best  posrable  manner.  Bat 
herd  another  question  arises.  Yon  go  to  war 
for  the  right  to  export  onr  snrplas  prodnoe — 
tobacco,  cotton,  floor,  with  many  other  articles. 
Let  me  ask,  what  will  be  your  export  while 
that  war  oontinaee?  WiU  yoa  have  any)  I 
think  noL  But  I  will  sappose  that  yon  oould 
export  withont  interraptjon ;  would  the  whole 
of  the  exportable  produce  pay  for  the  war  dur- 
ing the  continnance  of  it  i  No,  it  would  noL 
ffir,  it  wonld  take  leM  money  from  the  Govern- 
ment to  pay  for  it,  and  make  a  fire  of  it  Nearly 
thirty  years  have  elapsed  since  the  Bevolation- 
ary  war,  and  that  war  not  half  paid  for.  Is  not 
the  war-worn  soldier  calling  on  ns  every  day 
with  hia  demands)  Yoa  are  abont  to  drain 
your  Treasury,  borrow  money,  enlarge  yonr 
pension  list,  balld  additional  hospitals,  inorease 
onr  natienal  debt,  not  to  be  extinguished  or 
paid  oS,  bat  to  be  a  lasting  burden  on  the 
peofilei.  Bat,  say  the  hcmorabla  oomnuttee,  onr 
nonor  requires  it.  It  ia  welt ;  I  htmor  the  spirit 
■nd  magnanimity  of  the  committee,  and  nave 
no  donbt  of  ttieir  oonrsge  and  zeal  for  onr 
ooDDtry'a  righta.  Bat,  rir,yonmnsttakeyoang 
men  for  action— old  men  for  oonnseL  It  is  an 
«asy  matter  to  go  to  law  or  war,  bnt  it  is  a  hard 
matter  to  get  ont  of  iL  The  gentleman  from 
ICaijland,  (Mr*  Wbishi,)  indefanding  tiie  ohar- 


aoter  of  the  soldier,  has  given  as    a  quotation, 

'^EtODor  Md  ihkmB  fnm  so  ooDdltlon  rlH, 
AM  wall  reiu  put,  than  alJ  ttii  hoDor  Un." 

I  will  ^ve  him  another,  trom  the  same  author- 
ity, viz: 

-  A  Tin  « tutliw,  ■  flhlafl  ■  rod ;  • 
An  hoiaat  mu'i  tba  noblesl  work  at  God." 

Bat,  apart  from  this,  let  as  suppose  war,  and 
admit  that  it  will  l>e  snccesBfiil,  so  far  as  pro- 
posed— ttie  British  driven  from  the  Canadas 
and  Halifax,  and  th^  trade  intercepted  for 
D  an  extensive  amonnt — what  then  has 
hope  or  fear  from  ast  Nothing.  WiU 
she  then  req>eot  onr  rights)  No.  Bat  I  will 
suppose  that  we  force  her  to  a  treaty  of  amity 
and  commerce,  aeknowled^g  onr  righta  to  the 
utmost  of  OUT  wishes ;  how  long  will  she  keep 
it )  Not  an  hour  longer  than  suits  her  conven- 
ience or  interest.  There  is  no  trust  to  be  put 
in  her  oompaota.  Witness  Erskine's  arrsnge- 
menL  1  say,  keep  on  yonr  restrictions;  keep 
the  oonntry  in  peace,  if  possible,  under  all  yonr 
privaUonsj  and  they  are  many.  Has  not  onr 
coontry  increased  in  wealth  and  population,  in 
a  superior  degree  to  any  country  on  earth) 
Are  we  not  at  this  moment  in  tbe  enjoyment  of 

Cie  and  plcoity  at  home — every  man  nnder 
own  vine  and  fig-tree,  and  none  to  moke 
him  afrdd — with  complete  protection  for  per- 
son and  property!  Yes.  Bnt  our  merchants 
must  be  protected— they  have  a  right  to  our 
protection,  say  some — it  is  the  merchant  that 
oivee  life  and  spring  to  agriculture.  I  deny  it. 
It  is  the  planter — the  cultivator — that  is  the 
foundation  on  which  every  other  branch  of  onr 
associated  population  depends ;  and  it  is  the 
sarplns  of  his  prodnotiona  that  makes  the  mer- 
chant, and  his  profits  that  make  the  banks. 
Yoa  have  made  many  lavs  for  tbeir  protection ; 
they  have  disobeyed  them  all,  and  will  disobey 
them.  Have  they  not  told  yon,  continnallj,  to 
let  them  alone ;  Utat  they  knew  their  own  buri- 
nese  best?  Sir,  before  I  wonld  engage  inawar, 
to  which  I  could  not  see  a  prospect  of  a  javor- 
able  issue,  I  would  let  them  alone.  Bir,  the 
President  is  made,  by  the  oonstitution,  the 
treaty-msking  power ;  he  is  also  to  give  us  the 
Htat«  of  the  Union.  He  is  the  Eieoative.  He 
has  given  ns  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  made 
his  requisitions;  andiflnve  him  what  haasks, 
I  give  him  enough ;  and  that  1  am  willing  to 
give,  and  more,  when  he  shall  require  it.  But 
I  am  not  to  be  foroed  further  yet.  It  appears 
to  me  that  the  honorable  committee  has  a  mind 
to  QidMnUtixB — r^ecting  the  fearful  and  faint- 
hearted. Will  they  prove  as  by  the  wat«M,  and 
r^eot  all  such  as  wiU  not  lap  as  the  dog  lappeth  t 
For,  ur,  they  have  told  as  that  all  that  did  not 
intcoid  to  vote  for  such  ulterior  measures  as 
they  might  have  oooanon  hereafter  to  bring 
forward,  ought  not  to  vote  for  the  resolutions. 
Kow,  sir,  it  remans  for  me  to  tell  them  and 
the  House,  that  I  will  not  leave  the  ranks  of 
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1117  conntry.  I  will  vote  for  tlie  reMdntiooa,  and 
confer  m;Klf  at  Uber^  to  vote  hereafter  u 
the  lutore  of  the  oase  maj  require,  and  mj 
ooQKience  shall  direct.  I  have  no  more  to  mj 
at  thia  time, 

UoNVAT,  Deoember  IS. 

The  House  theo  reenmed  the  coiuiderfltioii 
of  the  unfinished  bnainesa,  tmng  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Fordgn  Belationa. 

Ur.  RAHIX11.PB  Bud  t£at  he  oould  not  ezpren 
his  deep  sense  of  the  politeneM  of  the  House, 
ftxcept  DT  tlie  regret  he  felt  at  the  very  poor 
retora  wniDh  they  were  about  to  receive  for 
their  indulgence.  He  lamented  that  it  was  not 
in  his  power  to  thank,  in  the  name  of  all  the 
old  Bepablicans  of  1TS8  and  1799,  bis  worthy 
fi'iend  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Stahtobd,} 
for  tlie  eonnd,  sensible,  pertinent,  and  constitn- 
tional  spoeeh,  whiob  he  bad  deliTered  the  other 
day  agauist  this  remlotion.  Bnt  he  feared,  if  a 
writ  were  to  iaane  against  that  old  party — as 
had  been  faoetioDsI^  said,  in  another  body,  of 
onr  valiant  Army — it  woold  be  imponble  for  a 
constable  with  a  search  warrant  to  find  it 
There  must  be  a  retnm  of  n«)i  «tt  iitMnta*. 
Death,  reeignation,  and  descotion  had  thinned 
Uieir  ranks.  Tbey  had  disappeared.  Kew  men 
and  new  doetrinea  bad  snodeeded.  He  was  as- 
tonished at  the  frailty  of  some  mrauories;  or 
rather,  at  tbeir  ^tnen  to  remember  to  fbrget 
every  thing  bnt  what  sabeerred  their  preeent 
pnrpoeee. 

The  nation  had  been  bronght  into  its  present 
alarming  and  unprecedented  situation  by  means 
in  nowise  nnacooontable — by  steps  as  direct 
'  'e  as  Hogarth's  cdebrated  series  of 


nming  table  and  ending  in  a  Jtul,  or  ii  . 

Oar  dtffionltiea  began  to  show  themselvea  in 
1606  and  1806,  when  a  tnis  mtmjrom  O*  Eatt 
(Bidwell)  was  sent  to  govern  the  American 
House  of  Commons,  in  quality  of  manager. 
With  what  degree  of  fidelity  he  had  discha^ed 
this  duty,  we  might  jndge  from  that  which  he 
had  since  di^layed  m  fer  inferior  tmsts.  We  ■ 
had  commenced  onr  system  somewhat  on  the ' 
plan  of  Catharine  of  Bnssis,  when  she  lent  her 
nominal  aid  to  the  coahtion;  we  bad  dealt  even 
more  profusely  tban  she  in  manifestoes ;  we 
began,  nnder  the  instigation  of  mercantile  cupid' : 
ity,  to  contend  by  proclamations  and  reaolntiDnB 
for  the  empire  of  the  ocean.  Bat,  instead  of 
confining  ourselves  as  she  bad  done  to  this 
bloodless  warfare,  we  mnst  copy  the  wise  exam- 
ple of  her  Buocessors,  and  after  onr  battle  of 
Friedland,  he  sopposed,  we  also  should  have 
onr  peace  of  TilsiL  He  gave  the  little  minority 
praise  for  having  kept  the  Administration  in 
check,  nnder  the  salntary  restraint  of  a  rigorons 
ezaminstjon  of  their  sets — slthongh  the  Admin- 
istration bad  ran  away  with  the  credit  of  wish- 
ing to  take  a  strong  attitude,  and  had  thrown 
the  blame  of  thwarting  thaii  meaaorea  on  the 


opposition.  That  oppoation  hod  been  conpond 
<X  all  sects  and  persnadons;  but  he  no<r  fm- 
ceived  that  the  greater  part  of  them  (tlie  Fedml- 
ists)  liad  gone  over  to  the  Coort  party,  ilvt 
very  obvious  reason — because  they  ftmise  M 
the  end  of  the  Jonmey,  Hr.  Speaker,  that  Jim 
defeat  will  secnre  their  triiunpb.  I  inA  Ai 
gentlemeii  on  my  left  (the  minority)  joy  ti  ibcit 
new  travelliDg  con^auioits. 

Tb^  genOeman  £nnn  Ma^land  ^*A  ^Tpwrf 
snrpriae  at  Mr.  Buiiiolph'b  mannwof  sp«aldi( 
of  onr  ori^  from  an  English  stock.  Could  Ikt 
gentleman  repose  bis  bead  upon  hi)  idbv 
without  retniiung  thanks  to  GoA  that  he  ra 
deecended  from  Kp^irii  parentage?  Whcaei 
but  from  that  origin  came  all  the  bleeangirf 
life,  so  far  as  political  privileges  are  omeerarit 
To  what  is  it  owing  that  we  are  at  this  momot 
deliberating  nnder  the  forms  of  a  true  rtjR- 
aentative  gorermnentt  Suppose  we  bad  bMa 
ooloniee  of  any  other  Enn^Man  nation— em- 
igre oar  condition  with  that  of  the  Spani^ 
Portuguese,  or  French  settlements  in  AinaiMi 
To  what  was  onr  superiority  owing?  To  en 
An^Q-Saion  race.  Suppose  we  had  desranM 
from  those  nations — from  the  last,  tspeaiHj, 
which  stood  self-condemned,  on  her  own  en- 
fesmon,  as  incapable  of  ftae  government,  bnsJiig 
her  irfiiuns,  glorying  in  her  shame,  priing  aa- 
self  in  the  slave's  last  poor  distinction,  the  t|^ca- 
dor  of  her  tyrant  mastert  Had  we  ^mng  fam 
the  loins  of  Frenchmen,  (he  shnddered  at  dis 
thonghtl)  where  woold  have  been  that  pread 
spirit  of  resistance  to  Ministerial  encroachmot 
on  onr  rights  and  liberties,  which  achieved  ov 
independence!  We  ehould  have  submitted  to 
the  tea  ta^  the  stamp  act,  and  tbe  whole  tniii 
of  GrenTiOe  and  North  ministerial  on>resBaD. 
That  which  we  lifted  onr  hands  against  is  d«- 
termined  scorn,  would  have  been  deemed  B 
indnlgence.  Look  at  the  province  of  New  Spain, 
or  Mezioa  as  it  is,  not  with  strict  propriety, 
called.  With  a  phywcal  force  greatlv  saperia 
to  ours  In  177S,  she  had  not  dared  to'  bunt  thi 
chains  of  Spanish  despotism,  divided,  weaksDed; 
almost  extmot  as  was  the  Spanish  moDsnJiy- 
Mr.  R.  adverted  to  historical  docameats  10 
show  that  Amerioa  ou^t  to  be  ptood  of  b<r 
An^o-Saxon  deaoent.  We  won  vastly  panics- 
Isr  about  the  breed  of  onr  hwseS,  caRle,  ud 
sheep,  but  careless  of  the  breed  of  bnmao  nainn. 
And  yet  to  our  An^o-Sazon  origin  we  ovtd 
our  reaatanoe  to  Biitiah  granny.  Who  wm 
the  members  ofonr  first  Congress  t  From  M*- 
eachusetta,  Samuel  Adama,  (and  t'other  AdsM 
too,}  Bohert  Treat  Paine,  not  Towt.  From  Ooa- 
■     ■    "  "■  of  the  n-* 
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Srofotmd  poUtioal  wisdom.  From  New  Ycik, 
ames  Duane,  Jolm  Jay.  From  New  Jenej, 
William  Livingston.  FromPennaylvaDia,TU>n- 
as  UiSin.  From  Delaware,  C'Ksar  RediMg', 
Thomas  McEean.  From  Uaiyland,  WiUiw 
Paca.  From  Virginia,  Peyton  Randi^pb.  GeoW 
Washington,  Patrick  Henry,  Richard  Blaad, 
Edmund  Pendleton.  From  Bonth  CardiBS, 
Henry  Middleton,  Joha  Botledgp,  Chri>te]A« 
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Gadsden,  Edward  Rotledge.  In  That  school 
had  theee  Ulnstrions  nten  formed  thom  noble 
prindplea  of  civil  liber^  asaerted  hy  tbeir  elo- 
qnenoe  and  maintafiied  oy  tiieir  armBt  Among 
the  grievanoes  stated  in  their  remoiiBtraiice  to 
the  Kins,  a  "standing  army"  met  ns  at  the 
threshold.  It  was  onrions  to  see  in  that  Hat  of 
wrongs,  so  manj  that  had  sinoe  been  self 
iufiiotod  bj  UB. 

It  had  been  asked,  why  waa  the  oonntry  nn- 
prepared  for  defonoe )  Was  he  ezpect«d  to  an- 
swer this  question  t  The  ^dminifitration  and 
their  overwhelming  nu^oritiea  mnst  answer  it. 
They  had  wantoned  in  the  plenitude  of  their 
power.  Who  conld  say  them  nay?  Was  it 
Mr.  Ri^hkilph's  faalt  that  the  gentleman  from 
Soath  Carolina  had  never,  in  the  course  of  his 
extensive  experience,  heard  of  a  proposition  to 
arm  tfee  whole  body  of  tlie  militia  t  which  bad 
been  damned  with  a  funt  appropriation  of  two 
iinndred  thonsand  dollars,  when  miUions  were 
lavished  Qpon miserable  oyif«r  boats.  TbeOlerk 
<^  tJie  Senate  conld  not  forbear  a  sneer  when  he 
read  the  title  of  the  bill,  at  the  recollection  of 
the  means  to  enforce  it.  Hr.  R.  had  proposed 
himself  sn  annual  million  nntil  the  work  snonld 
be  accomplished.  He  woold  forever  stand  np 
fbr  the  militia.  It  was  not  in  the  scofis  of  the 
epaulette  gentry,  who,  for  an^  service  they 
liave  seen,  are  the  rweeit  mihliA,  to  degrade 
them  in  his  eyes.  Who  were  they?  Ourselves — 
the  oountry.  Arm  them  and  yon  are  safe,  be- 
yond the  poaaibility  of  danger.  Yearly  did  the 
standing  army  sweep  off  the  money,  while  the 
militia  received  empty  praise.  He  wonld  rather 
see  the  thing  reversed.  Bat  there  will  forever 
be  a  Conrt  and  Oountry  psjty.  The  standing 
army  is  tlie  devoted  creatore  of  the  OonrL  It 
most  forever  be  ao.  Osn  we  wonder  that  it 
■honld  be  cherished  by  ita  master!  He  spoke 
of  a  mercenary  soldier  in  terms  of  the  strongest 
abhorrence.  He  would  ever  nphold  the  militia; 
and  he  detested  standing  armies,  as  the  profli- 
gate instruments  of  despotism,  as  the  blood- 
hoonds  ofhelL  They  would  snpport  any  and 
every  existing  Government.  In  all  history  he 
remembered  only  one  instance  of  their  desert- 
ing their  Government  and  taking  part  with  the 
Cple;  and  that  was  when  the  Dn^e  of  Orleans 
bribed  the  army  of  the  last  of  the  Bourbon 
Kings.  A  mercenary  Boldier  was  disgnsting  to 
onr  senses ;  was  odioas  and  detestable  to  the 
eye  of  reason,  republicanism  and  religion.  Yet, 
that  "mere  machine  of  murder,"  rude  as  it  is, 
was  the  mannfactnrer  of  aU  the  Ccesars,  and 
Gromwella,  and  Bonapartes,  of  the  earth ;  con- 
secrated by  a  people's  cnrse,  not  loud  bnt  deep, 
to  the  infernal  gods.  As  from  the  £lth  of 
the  kennel  and  common  sewer,  spread  the  pes- 
tilenoe  that  carried  havoc  through  a  great  city, 
ao  from  this  sqnalid,  outcast,  homeless  wretch 
qtmog  the  scourge  of  military  despotism.  And 
yet  we  are  told  that  there  was  no  danger  from 
m  annv  of  80,000  or  40,000  men.  With  C,000 
Onsar  had  paased  the  Rnbioon.  With  &3,000 
be  fought  the  battle  of  Phors^a,  whioh  render- 


ed him  master  of  the  world.  To  come  to  later 
times — what  nunber  had  Bonaparte,  when,  de- 
serting his  companions  in  anaa,  he  returned  a 
solitary  fuf^tive  from  Egypt,  to  overturn  that 
Government,  whioh  if  it  n  ad  poesessed  one  par- 
ticle of  eneray,  if  it  had  been  poraible  for  the 
civil  authority  to  cope  with  military  power, 
would  have  cashiered  him  for  having  ruined 
one  of  the  beet-appointed  fleets  and  armioa  that 
ever  sailed  from  a  Earopean  port!  Well  might 
the  father  of  political  wisdom  (Lord  Chatham) 
say  to  the  Parliament  of  England,  "entrench 
yourselves  in  parchment  to  the  teeth,  the  sword 
will  find  a  passage  to  the  vitals  of  the  constt- 
tntioD."  As  good  a  Repablican  as  ever  sat  on 
that  floor,  (Andrew  Fletcher  of  Baltoun,)  had 
dissolved  his  political  friendship  with  the  Earl 
of  Sunderland,  when  he  found  him  supporting 
an  army;  and  the  event  justified  bis  sagaoity. 
Oromwell,  the  affected  patron  of  liberty,  ^- 
ways  encouraged  the  army.  We  know  the  con- 
sequence. It  was  a  fnndamental  principle  of 
free  Government  that  a  Legislature  which  woidd 
preserve  its  libertv  most  avoid  that  canker,  a 
standing  army.  Are  we  to  forget,  as  chimeri- 
cal, our  notions  of  this  institution,  which  we 
imbibed  from  our  very  cradles,  which  are  im- 
printed on  our  Bills  of  Rights  and  Constitutions, 
which  we  avowed  nndcr  the  reign  of  John  Ad- 
ams? Are  they  to  be  Hcourged  out  of  ua  by 
ibe  birob  of  the  unfledged  political  pedagogues 
of  the  day)  If  he  were  the  enemy  of  this  Qov- 
emment,  conld  be  reconcile  it  to  his  principles, 
he  woold  follow  the  example  set  him  in  another 
qnari«r,  and  say  to  the  mtgority,  go  to  yoar  in- 
evitable destnictionl  He  likened  the  people 
Duder  this  joint  operation  of  th^two  parties, 
Ministerial  and  federal,  to  the  poor  client  be- 
tween two  lawyers,  or  the  dotn  between  the 
tailor's  shears. 

He  was  glad  to  hear  from  bis  venerable  friend 
that  this  was  not  to  be  a  party  war.  When 
the  last  additional  force  bill  was  r^sed,  to  which 
this  was  about  to  be  superadded,  it  was  an  in- 
dispensable preliminary  to  sn  appointment,  to 
sign,  or  to  promise  to  ago,  the  thirty-nine  ar- 
ticles of  the  creed  of  the  reigning  political  church. 
But  now  the  political  millennium  was  at  hand — 
already  had  John  Adams  and  Citizen  Genet 
laid  down,  like  the  lion  and  tiie  lamb,  in  the 
same  fold.  And  if  they  were  not  joined  by 
theirfellow-Iabororin  Newgate,  it  was  his  keep- 
er's fanlt,  not  that  of  his  inclination.  Citizen 
Oeiut,  now  an  American  patriot  of  the  first  or- 
der, whoextola  "  our  WumMatON ;"  the  cham- 
pion of  the  laws  of  nations;  the  vindic&tor  of 
American  rights  ag^i^t  foreign  (and,  of  coarse, 
French)  aggression  I  He  was  glad  to  hear  that 
it  wasnot  tobea  war  for  the  protection  of  man- 
ufactures. To  domeetio  mannfactnrea,  in  the 
true  sense  of  the  term,  he  had  always  been, 
and  ever  should  be,  a  friend ;  be  had  taken  a 
pride  in  clothing  himself  in  them  until  it  was 
attempted  to  be  made  a  political  test.  He  ab- 
horred tests  of  all  sorts,  politi<Ml  and  reli^ona, 
and  never  would  submit  to  them.    He  was  dck 
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of  this  cant  of  patriotisiii,  which  extended  to  » 
man's  victuals,  drink,  and  clotbea.  He  had,  from 
a  sort  of  obstinacy  that  belonged  to  him,  ]eii 
a^de  the  axUmal  nse  of  these  manofaotaree ; 
bat  he  was  their  firm  friend,  and  of  the  mann- 
bctorera  also.  Thev  were  no  new  tibinga  to 
him ;  no  Uerino  hobby  of  Uie  dftf  i  he  had  known 
them  from  his  infancy.  He  had  been  almost 
tempted  to  believe,  from  the  aimilarit;  of  char' 
acter  and  avocations,  that  Hector  had  a  Yirsin' 
ion  wife;  that  Lucretia  herself — for  she  nad 
displayed  the  spirit  of  a  Virginian  matron — was 
a  Virginian  lady.  Where  were  th^foondf 
Bpinning  among  ibeir  handmEuds  I  What  was 
toe  occupation  uf  a  Yirginian  wife — her  highest 
unbition]  To  attend  lo  her  domeetio  end  honae- 
hold  cares ;  to  difpenae  medicine  and  food  to 
the  uok ;  tie  minister  to  llie  comfort  of  her  £un- 
Uy,  her  servants,  and  her  poor  neighbora,  where 
ahe  had  any.  At  the  sight  of  aai£  a  woman  his 
heartboweddown,8ndQidherreverence.  Cora- 
pare  with  Bdch  a  being  yoor  gad-aboot  card- 
players.  Mr.  RiSDOLPH  said  tbat  if  the  Em- 
press Qneen  had  presented  herself  decked  in 
the  spoils  of  a  ravaged  world,  at  the  late  exhi- 
bition, in  contrast  with  onr  American  matrons, 
bearing  the  trimnphs  of  their  own  ingenuity 
and  indostry,  we  shonld  have  looked  npon  her, 
and  all  her  splendor,  with  scorn  and  contempt 
In  our  hearts,  although,  from  politeness  to  the 
sex,  as  gentlemen,  we  should  have  sappres^ 
the  sentiment. 

He  conld  not  cocclnde  without  noticing  the 
parallel  attempted  to  be  drawn  by  the  genUe- 
man  from  South  Candina,  Mr.  CtI.Hora — not 
quite  indeed  after  the  manner  of  Rntaroh — be- 
tween himeelf  and  an  illastriona  statesman, 
(Lord  Chatham.)  The  gentleman  had  been 
pleased  to  say,  that  at  the  mention  of  his  name, 
Mr.  IiA>n>oLPH'B  heart  bad  seemed  to  smite  him. 
It  had  indeed  smitten  bim :  from  a  sensation 
which  he  trusted  tiiat  gentleman  might  never 
feel :  against  which  be  seemed  well  secured.  It 
WW  a  conscioufinoss  of  his  own  onworthiness 
to  Eostain  the  high  duties  imposed  npon  him  by 
his  comitry,  which  the  recollection  of  tliat  great 
man's  name  had,  at  the  moment,  called  up.  He 
felt  humbled  in  the  flontemplation  of  his  worth. 
'Would  to  God  I  he  posseeeed  some  portion  of 
bis  powers;  that  ha  could  borrow  bis  eagle-eye, 
his  withering  look,  the  nnrivalled  m^esty  of 
his  manner,  the  ma^c  of  his  voice,  at  ooce  the 
musio  and  the  tbnnder  of  the  spheres,  to  rouse 
the  House  to  a  sense  of  tlieir  country's  danger. 
In  one  respect,  however,  he  might  boast  that 
he  possessed  some  qualities  in  oommon  with  that 
immortal  statesman.  He  might  assert  as  lofty 
a  spirit,  as  unyielding  an  adherence  to  the  de- 
liberate convictions  of  his  own  nnderstanding, 
as  Lord  Chatham  himself;  who,  because  he  set 
his  face  against  corruption,  and  bad  the  art  of 
making  every  coward  scoundrel  In  the  nation 
his  foe — concentrating  upon  himself  the  "rays 
of  royal  indignation,  which  might  Illumine  but 
could  not  consume  him;"  who,  because  with 
intoitive  glance  he  penetrated,  resolved  and 


combined  every  int«reet  of  bis  connby,  aikdeaich 
design  of  her  enemies,  and  reached  his  olgect 
"by  the  flashes  of  his  mind,  which,  like  those 
of  his  eye,  might  be  felt  but  could  not  be  fol- 
lowed," was  by  the  plodding,  4)Drblisd,  gnqring 
politicians  of  tbe  day,  attempted  to  be  held  up 
as  an  empty  dedmmer,  a  theatrical  geeticiilslar. 
Gentlemen  mnst  not  expect  him  to  quit  tbs 
anchora^i^e  of  his  own  judgment  in  order  to  pur- 
sue  the  tgnet  Jitliti  tost  wander  mboat  Goose 
Creek.*  Mr.  Speaker,  my  heart  is  fall — the  re- 
oolleotion  of  that  mat^en  orator  and  states- 
man has  filled  me  with  unspeakable  feeUngi. 
To  excite  them  there  was  no  need  of  tbe  ow 
and  insulting  comparison  which  the  geudemsa 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  CiLHora)  had  at- 
t«mpt«d  to  draw  between  that  gigantic  states- 
man and  tbe  pigmy  who  now  addresses  joo. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  concurriDg 
with  tbe  Committee  of  theWhdeintheiragree- 
ment  to  the  second  resolution,  which  b  in  the 
follovring  words : 

"  That  an  additional  fbrae  cf tLoaaand  rsb- 

lar  trooiM  ought  ta  bs  immadiitd;  raised,  to  Km  hi 
three  yean ;  and  that  a  boonty  in  lands  ooghl  In  bt 


And  carried  as  foDowa: 

Tzu.— inm*  AlMtn,  jr^  'mSam  Andincm,  Sto- 
venioa  Archer,  Damol  Amy,  EMfcial  Baoon,  Jcto 
Bakw,  Dnid  Bari,  Jodah  Bajtlst^  BtamD  BauMt, 
WOUam  W.  Bibb,  'VnUiam  BUeUcdg«,  Hanaama 
neacker, Thomas ffioDDt,  Adam  Boyd,  JaBMaBnek- 
ontidgc^  Boben  Bnnn,  William  A.BimraIl,  WDEtai 
Bntlar,  John  C.  Calhonn,  LuigdiBi  CbBvei,  JioKi 
Cochran,  John  Clapton,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Levis 
Cioidit,  WnUam  Crawford,  Bc^cr  Davis,  John  Db«- 
■OD,  Jonpb  Desha,  Samuel  Dioimoor,  Elia*  Earlg, 
James  Cmott,  WlUIuii  Findlay,  Janiu  Tuk,  Am 
Filch,  Meahack  Franklin,  TbomM  Obolson,  Thomai 
R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsboroagh,  Petenou  Goodnyn, 
luiah  I,  Green,  Felix  Gnudy,  Baling  Hail^  Obai 
Hall,  John  A.  Haiper,  Avlett  Hawea.  Jacob  Hiftf, 
Jolm  H.  Hypeman,  Rjdiard  H.  Johsioa.  JoMdb 
Kent,  Fhllip  B.  Key,  WilUam  It.  EiB£  AbDerlao^ 
Joae^  Ldever,  Peter  Uttla,  Robert  La  Baj  livtaf- 
aton,  William  Lotrtiiia,  Aann  Lyie,  Kathuid  lb- 
eon,  Geona  C.  Maxw^  Tbomai  Hoora,  AiohibaU 
HcBiyda,  William  IfoCoy,  Samuel  HoKea,  Alenate 
UcKim,  Amnah  Metcal^  James  Hiluor,  Samnd  L 
MitchiU,  Jamei  Hoi^gan,  Jeromiah  Man«w,  Bn^ 
Nelico,  Anthcoy  New,  Thomaa  NeolMld,  Thcna* 
Newton,  Stephen  Ormiby,  William  Panldiiig,  jr.,  b- 
nel  Pickens,  William  nper,  Beqjamia  Pond,  Peter 
B.  Porter,  Jodah  Qnincy,  WilUam  Eeed,  Henty  IL 
RidgAy,  Samnel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  R«aa% 
JonatliBii  Roberts,  WOBam  Rodman,  Ebeneav  S*^ 
ThMiua  Sammons,  Ebeneaer  Seaver,  Jdu  Sane^ 
Adam  Seybert,  Samnel  Shav,  John  Smilie,  Geotja 
Smith,  Jdm  Sn^  Silai  Stow,  WtUiam  Stna^ 
George  SalUvan,  Peter  Tallman,  Uri  Tnwy,  GeoM 
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Widgeiy,  ThamuWQMnt,  Robert  Wrij^r,  andBiclMrd 
Trnn — 110. 

Natb. — AbljaliBigalinT,  El^KliBr^)»m,  Ep>phn»- 
ditu  Cham]Hoa,  Mutia  CbitCendan,  John  D&Tanport, 
jr.,  WQlikm  EIj,  Edwin  Gra;,  Hiclmrd  Jackson,  jr., 
Ljnuiii  Iaw,  Jniepb  Lewia,  Jr.,  Jonatbui  O.  HoM- 
ly,  JoMpb  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkio,  jr.,  Elishi  a 
Potter,  Jobn  Ruidolph,  Daniel  SheSej,  Richard 
Stinfoi^  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Satnael  Toggsit,  Ben- 
junin  TaUmadga,  Labsa  WheUi>n,  aad  Leonard 
White — 82. 

Tb«  qneetion  was  then  taken  on  the  third 
resolotion,  in  the  following  words : 

"  That  it  ia  axpsdient  to  anthoriie  the  Fr«aideiit, 
ttndnr  premier  regolationa,  to  accept  the  serrloe  of  any 
Dnmbar  ci'  volunteers,  not  exceeding  Sttj  thonsuid ; 
to  b«  organized,  truntd,  and  held  in  readineaa  to  act 
"         ■  -       -■  '  a  of  the  QoTemnimit 


■I1B7  reqnire.' 

And  carried:  yew  118 — najs  16. 

The  qnestioD  was  nest  tafcen  on  the  fonrth 
resoIntioD,  in  the  following  words: 

"  That  the  President  be  aothomed  to  order  n 
from  lime  to  time  snch  dctacbmenti  of  the  mllitift, 
in  bis  ofiinion  the  pablio  Berviee  ma;  ivqaire.' 

And  carried:  jeas  120 — naya  8. 

The  question  wu  then  taken  on  tike  flithruo- 
lation,  m  the  worda  followiag: 

"  That  all  tbe  Teasels  not  now  in  servioe  belon^ug 
te  Qm  Navy,  and  worthy  of  repair,  be  immediatBly 
fitted  up  and  pat  in  comiaiauon.'' 

And  carried :  yeas  111 — nays  IS, 

The  qnegtion  wse  pnt  from  the  Ch^  cm  the 
uzth  resolntion,  in  these  words :  > 

"  6.  That  it  is  expedient  to  perinit  onr  metdii 
Teasels,  owned  ozclnnTely  by  rendeul  eitjztins,  a 
coonuanded  and  nsrigated  solely  by  ciljietii,  to  ai 
under  proper  regnlatun^  to  be  prencribed  by  law, 
aelf-d^enee,  aeauut  all  nnlawfbl  proceedings  towards 

When  the  resolution  wa^  on  motion,  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  three  first  reaoladons,  for  filling  np  the 
pt«Bent  eetabUthment,  for  raising  an  additional 
oDmber  of  r^olan,  and  aatborizing  the  nocept- 
BDoe  of  ndnnteera'  services,  were  referred  to  the 
oommittce  who  reported  them,  with  instmctions 
to  teing  in  InUs  in  parsnanee  thereof. 

TinsuAT,  December  IT. 

Jfurimppi  Territory — Ordinanu  0/1787. 

Mr.  PODDEZTEB,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  the  s^d  report  was  oonimitt«d,  reported 
the  same  with  an  amendment ;  which  was  read, 
and  re&rred  bo  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
ICondsy  neiL    The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  omunittae,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo. 
rial  of  the  Legislative  Counoil  and  House  of  Repre* 
tenlntlTes  of  the  Mississippi  Teiritoiy,  and  the  peti- 
tion vf  snnilry  citiiens  thsreof,  praying  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  of  the  United  States  on  an  eqnal  Awt- 
ing  with  the  original  States ;  and  alio  the  )ietitioa  of 
the  iuhatnluite  of  West  FWlda,  aettliig  forth  their 
ilssiia  to  be  annexed  to  said  Teriitocy,  for  reaaooi 


sidaratioB,  and  beg  leare  to  Butncit  the  following  re- 

That  there  has  existed  in  the  Hisiisaippi  Territory 
a  tamporaiy  goremmeiit,  founded  on  the  ardiaaece 
for  the  goremment  of  the  Territor;  Northwest  of  the 
rirer  Ohio,  ance  the  elsventh  day  of  ApnJ,  one  thon- 
sand  seTea  hmidred  and  nine^-eight.  That,  al- 
though this  ordinsDCe  has  nndei^^e  some  modiJSCa- 
tions,  extending,  In  a  linited  degree,  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  mliiens,  it  still  oontaios  prorisioQS 
incompatible  With  political  liberty,  and  unfavorable 
to  a  due  and  impartial  administration  of  jastica,  in 
the  redress  of  private  wrongs  and  iojnriea.  The  Chief 
Executive  Hi^istrate  is  charged  with  the  eiecation 
of  the  laws;  la  oommander-in«faief  of  the  mihtia; 
has  the  sole  power  of  appointment  to  ofScea,  civil  and 
mHilaiy,  within  the  Territoiy,  end  the  nmoval  of 
these  officers  at  pleasure ;  is  vested  with  an  unquali- 
fied veto  on  all  bills  passed  by  the  other  co-ordinate 
bnoohes  of  the  Li^dataie ;  and  is,  moreaTOT, 
clothed  with  the  odions  and  arbitrary  anthori^  to 
prorogue  and  dluolve  the  General  Assembly  whea- 
ever,  in  his  opinion,  it  sboll  be  expedient.  These 
hi^  and  regal  prerogatives,  ooQEtitnting  some  of  the 
most  ohvioos  characteristics  which  distingnish  an  ab- 
solnte  monazchy  from  the  conatitation  ot  a  tree  State, 
are  confided  to  the  discretiotiaty  exercise  of  a  Gov- 
ernor, who  is  neither  chosen  1^,  ncr  re^ncsible  to, 
Qie  people.  He  is  (£tcu  a  total  stranger  to  the  local 
interests  and  ciitmin  stances  of  the  coontiy  over  which 
be  possesses  snch  unlimited  coatrot,  and  is  accounts^ 
ble  only  for  malcondnct  or  cormption  in  office  to  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales.  The  only  security 
which  exists  against  the  frequent  and  wanton  abuse 
of  these  powers  is  to  be  fbtind  in  the  mild  and  concil- 
iatory disposition  nnifonnl;  maniibsted  by  the  Gene- 
ral Government  towards  its  territories.  But  experi- 
ence has  shown  that,  in  all  colooial  governments, 
oScera  situated  at  a  remote  distance  from  the  tribu- 
nal to      '""      " 


vigilan 


'^  hy  eluding  the 
I  of  ripd  Investigation,  an  enabled  to  prac- 
of  op^esstoD  with  impunity. 
The  above  lummory  of  Exeondve  powers,  eo  (q>po- 
mta  in  their  oatare  to  those  principles  which  form  the 
basil  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  which  are 
transfbeed  through  the  constitulioa  of  the  several 
States,  is  auffideut  to  show  that  the  people  an  de- 
prived of  all  partioipatlon  in  the  ohoioe  (rf  those  whe 
aitminisMr  the  laws,  and  that  pubUo  functiouariai  are 
rendered  independent  of  the  oommunity  whose  inter* 
to  their  management  and  discre- 
tion. These  restrictiaits  on  the  rights  of  the  people 
can  be  jnstified  only  by  the  most  evident  neceisi^, 
resultii^  from  peculiar  and  tmavoldable  circun- 
oommittee,  Uierefore,  consider  it  an 
It  justice  and  sound  policy  to  advance 
the  respeotive  territories  of  the  Utnted  States  to  the 
grade  of  a  separate  commonwealth,  whenever  fliey 
shall  contain  the  number  of  inhatulants  necessary  to 
entitla  them,  under  the  ratio  eitahlished  hj  law,  to  a 
Representative  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  Statea. 
On  the  Fubject  of  popalation^  there  exists  no  diffi- 
culty, whether  the  territory  be  taken  in  connectioo 
with  West  Florida  or  with  ila  pieaeut  limits.  From 
the  official  returns  of  the  ceaau^  taken  during  the 
of  the  past  year,  it  appears  that  thara  were. 


Touir,— W 


anuiaeraiiMi,  h  is  allend,  fell  considerably  short  of 
the  actoid  population  of  the  Territory  at  Oat  time ; 
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and,  wiflwot  raiUag  the  moa 
olBcen  wbo  were  emplojed 
■DggeMlon  ii  itroii^y  mpported  b;  the  ntt  eitant  of 
coniiti7  OTir  which  the  uttlamaDtt  uvdiipemd.  It 
also  appears  to  7001  comiiiittee  thu  the  progreMtTi 
•migndrai  Dnaa  the  old  SbUei  to  this  sectioa  of  thi 
UoiDii,  added  to  the  length  of  time  which  it  will  n- 
qnin  to  liinn  a  eonstitatioii,  and  put  tha  ume  ii 
OfwratioD,  aflbrd  salitfaetoiy  [dedges  that,  anteriar 
to  ibe  GdiI  adinlssioii  of  the  Territory  to  the  Hf^ts 
of  State  sorerelgBlf,  the  number  of  its  inhabitanti 
will  amonnt  to  at  least  liitr  thoiuand,  wbentbf  they 
wiilp  ■  ■■ — 

Statea  and  Georgia,  to  be  admitted  into  the  Unioa 
an  eqnal  fSMlJDg  widi  the  ocigiaal  Slates. 

Tom  oominittee  oaniut  brbear  to  expran  diair 
decided  opinion,  that,  where  no  eonstlnitiaiial  diffi- 
culty ocean,  the  formation  of  new  States  on  the 
aoothera  eitretnlty  of  tha  United  States  ought  oot  to 
be  delayed. 

Under  tbe»  impresdoni^  yonr  conimlttee  sabmit 
the  following  reaolntlon : 

AehIdaj;  That  it  is  expedient  to  admit  all  that 
tract  of  oonntry,  bounded  north  by  a  line  drawn  doe 
tut  from  the  rircr  Tamo,  when  it  onitea  with  the 
Mlsnsaipiii,  to  die  rJTer  Chatahonchy,  and  down  said 
river  to  the  thirty-Snt  degree  of  latitnda ;  thence, 
along  said  degree  of  latitode,  to  a  point  oppodte  Uie 
rinr  Peidido;  tlienee  to  the  oonflnenoe  at  said  last 
mentioned  river,  with  As  Onlf  oT  Hexle«  {  and 
thenoe,  in  a  direct  line  tlirongh  tlie  middle  of  the 
Lakes  Manrepas  and  Pontchartrun,  to  the  jonction 
of  the  IherriUe  with  the  river  MiaaisBlppi,  andnp  said. 
river  to  the  above-mentioned  river  Yaioo,  into  the 
Union  of  the  United  States,  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  Statea. 


WxDSSBDXT,  December  18. 
Hr.  Rhia  presented  petitions  irom  LoaiaiaDft 
Territory,  in  fiivor  of  the  second  grade  of  Go<r- 
ernment. — Befeired. 

SattU  on  tht  Wabaih. 
Mr.  Obhsst  moved  the  following  resolatdon : 
Jttmlved,  That  a  ocsBmittee  be  appoinlad  to  iuqtiire 
whedier  any,  and  if  any,  what  pnnisiim  ought  to  be 
made  by  law  lor  payhig  the  oScen  and  soldien  of 
the  militia  wlio  served  under  Omemor  Harriecm,  in 
the  late  expedition  against  tha  Indians  on  the  Wa- 
baah,  to  oraupeDSate  Ihem  for  the  Iom  of  horsea,  and 
fbrtbe  relief  erf' the  widows  and  nphana  of  those  who 
fell  in  the  action  of  the  seventh  November  last ; 
Kid  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bOl  or  other- 

The  laid  resolution  was  read,  uid  ordered  to 
He  on  the  table. 

Kt.  HcExb  moTed  the  following  rasolntioo : 

BtmalmA,  That  the  Pi^tdant  of  tlie  United  States 
,be  reqnested  to  oanse  to  be  Ud  before  this  Bonae 
■noh  infoimatiou  as  may  be  In  the  posseis<»  of  the 
Government,  and  -propat  to  be  oommunioatad,  aa  tha 
(idlowing  pc^pta: 

1.  Any  evidence  tending  to  diow  wbedier  ai^  aad 
what  agency  tha  sabjecta,  atfier  pnbUo  or  private,  of 
any  foreign  power,  nay  have  had  in  eicitiiig  the  In- 
'diut  00  the  Western  frontier  to  hostili^  s^iust  the 
United  StaMj 


RttaHant.  [Decsmbei^  1811. 

S.  The  BTidenco  of  hostility  towards  the  United 
States,  on  the  put  of  the  Shawuee  Pn^>lMt  and  his 
adherents,  anterior  to  the  commencement  of  the  lata 
campaign  against  them,  onder  the  command  of  Gow- 
emor  Harrison ; 

S.  The  orders  and  anthority  vested  in  Govemr 
Hanison  by  the  United  States,  under  which  the  lata 
eipeditiDa  igunst  the  Irwiiana  wai  carried  on ;  aad 
SQch  other  Inforniatiaa  letating  to  the  sabjeet,  a^  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Prerident,  may  be  picper  to  be 
communicated  to  thie  Boitse. 

The  resolation  wu  read,  and  ordttedtoUe 
on  the  table. 


TmisgDAT,  December  Iff. 
BattU  of  T^pptcaaoe. 

A  UesHage  was  roceived  from  the  President 
of  the  United  Statee,  tnnnnitting  two  lettoa 
received  from  Governor  Hsrrieon,  of  the  Indi- 
ana Territory,  reporting  the  particalars  of  ttie 
iMme  of  the  ezpeditioa  nnder  his  command  on 
the  W&bash.  Tbe  Mewage  and  lettera  wo* 
read,  and  referred  to  Mr.  McKnc,  Mr.  Sktieb, 
Mr.  BsKOKKKStDGi,  Mr.  MoBBOW,  Mr.  Alstos, 
Mr.  Lbfetbi,  and  Mr.  Mazwbu.,  to  coiuiider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  House. 
FoTM^  Jttlatiinu. 

The  Eovee  resamed  the  considersttoo  of  th« 
sixth  resolation,  reported  bv  the  Commitl«e  of 
Foreign  Relations,  ii^the  following  words : 

"A.  That  it  is  expedient  to  permit  oar  mer^unt 
veveK  owned  exduarely  by  resident  dEiseiia,  to 
arm,  nnder  proper  regnlalioni,  to  be  prescribsd  by 
law,  in  (elT-defeuce,  against  all  tmlawfiu  praeeeding* 
towards  them  00  thje  high  seas." 

Mr.  Abohss. — The  sixth  resolution  of  the 
OoDuuittee  of  Foreign  Relations  being  now  on 
ite  passage,  I  must  express  my  sorrow  that  I  am 
compelled  to  obtrade  mj  hamble  observuions 
npon  (he  fatigaed  patience  of  the  Hoose,  aitd 
the  more  eihaosted  patience  of  the  nation.  As 
I  shall  vote  agaiast  tjie  resolution,  I  feel  it  to  be 
my  indiBponaable  daty  to  detail  to  the  Hoo^ 
the  reaeoDs  by  which  my  Tote  shall  be  actuated. 
Many  honor^e  membera  may,  perhaps,  coa- 

'  '!  that  it  would  be  more  proper  for  me  to 
Te  my  remarks  for  the  bill,  when  it  shall 
tte  reported ;  bnt,  sir,  I  have  ever  held  it  to  be 
my  sacred  dnty  to  oppose,  even  in  its  incipient 
state,  every  measure  which  may  be  hoable  to 
the  nghts,  or  dangeroos  to  the  ioterests  of  my 
country,  lest,  by  not  seeming  to  oppose,  my  coo- 
dnct  ^oold  be  constmed  into  an  encourage- 
ment of  such  a  measure. 

For  what  putpose,  sir,  let  me  »A,  have  we 
adopted  the  resolation  preceding  thist  Was  it 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  IheGoveriunentt 
Was  it  that  the  memlters  of  that  Arrov  shoold 
sheath  their  swords  in  the  bowels  of  iLe  liber- 
of  their  country  I  Who  will  impute  to 
this  body  so  diagraoefol  a  motive  t  Are  ya« 
about  to  raise  a  standing  army,  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  preparations  for  war,  bnt  with 
kviaw  of  intimidating  Great  Britain  to  noed* 
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from  her  oDJiut  infrncUona  of  onr  nentrftl  rights  t 
Du  not  tliioK  that  she  will  be  intimidated  bf  anj 

Sireparstions  which  yon  can  make,  however 
ormidable  ther  toaj  be.  She  knows,  too  well, 
yonr  conduct  heretofore,  to  believe  yoQ  are  in 
earnest.  She  knows  that,  manv  years  ago,  yon 
resolved  to  resist,  bat  that  this  bonorBble  detor- 
minstiou  terminated  in  an  empty  resolation. 
Bhe  knowB,  too  well,  that  yon  have  been,  here- 
tofore, prodigal  in  words,  and  parsimonions  in 
spirited  action.  I  do  not  set  myself  ap  for  a 
prophet;  but^  mark  me,  if  it  be  not  tme,  that 
Great  Britain  will  not  do  yon  jostice  till  yon 
carry  the  war  ont  of  Qiis  hall  into  the  beart  of 
her  colonial  territories. 

Under  the  firmest  conriction,  then,  as  I 
that  war  between  the  Umt«d  Statee  and  Great 
Britiin— if  we  have  any  respect  for  onr  honor 
S9  a  nation — will  be  an  event  of  inevitable  c 
sequence,  I  have  in  vain  searched  for  the : 
sons  which  wonld  indnce  ns  to  anthorize 
merchant  vessels  to  arm  against  all  nnlawfnl 
molestations  on  the  high  seas.  As  the  resolo' 
tion  is,  in  its  nature,  general,  every  man  must 
see,  on  the  contrary,  the  dangers  necessarily 
attendant  npon  tlie  adoption  of  snch  a  measure. 
Ton  are  now  on  the  very  verge  of  war,  and 
yon  dionld,  therefore,  be  carefnl  not  to  multi- 
ply yonr  enemies.  Ton  may,  by  passing  this 
resolnrion,  make  France  yonr  enemy.  Ton 
nuy  enlist  Denmark  and  other  powers  of  En- 
rope  ogunst  yon.  This  is  on  event  which 
wonjd  &  deeply  deprecated ;  and,  that  it  sbonld 
happen,  is  nothing  improbable;  foryoar  mer- 
chutts,  armed  as  Qiey  will  be,  in  defence  of 
their  commerce,  may  eelect  the  nation  who  is' 
to  be  yonr  enemy.  If  tbey  are  molested  in 
tbeir  commerce,  whether  lawful  or  nnlawfnl, 
thej  will  be  disposed  to  resist.  At  any  rate, 
they  will  be  the  judges  of  Ihejnnature  when 
tbeir  interests  may  call  for  the  interposition  of 
force,  and  will  exercise  that  force  aocordinE  to 
their  own  whims  and  caprice«.  They  sail  on 
the  ocean  clothed  with  national  anth^t;,  and 
for  their  actions,  whether  lawM  or  nnlawfnl, 
joa,  'will  be  compelled  to  answer.  Sir,  I 
respect  the  higlily  honorable  occupation  of  a 
merchant,  bnt  am  not  disposed  to  carry  that 
respect  so  for  as  to  give  nly  sanction  to  the 
adoption  of  a  measnre  which  may  jeopardize 
the,  peace,  and  endanger  the  interests  of  my 
country.  If  this  resolution  were  to  authorize 
an  arming  against  Great  Britain  alone,  this  ar- 
gnment  wonld  have  no  effect ;  but  as  it  has  a 
riew  to  a  general  arming  against  all  nations, 
this  resHoning  is  oonclosive  on  my  mind,  and 
mnst  operate  in  the  same  way  npon  all  men 
who  will  give  the  subject  a  dispassionate  oon- 
aideration.  The  consequences  of  snch  a  meas- 
nre are  plain  and  obvious.  Now,  let  us  examine 
whether  there  eiiatj)  any  reason  saffioiently 
powerful  to  ontweigh  these  conuderatlons. 

'What  is  the  olifect,  and  the  only  one  too,  as 
stated  by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Com- 
Tnitt«e  of  Foreign  Relotiona,  (Mr.  Fosixb,]  for 
the  adoption  of  this  measure  t    Yonr  vew^ 
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'will  be  armed  and  prepared  for  privateering  the 
moment  war  shall  be  declared.  Why,  dr,  do 
yon  ttiink  the  merchante  will  believe  that  yon 
reallr  intend  to  go  to  wart  And,  if  they  doubt 
upon  this  snbjeet,  do  you  suppose  they  will  be 
so  regardless  of  their  own  interests  as  to  expend 
their  capital  in  fitting  out  privateers,  when  no 
absolute  certainty  exists  that  war  is  your  ob^ 
Ject,  or  your  serious  intention  t  It  wonld,  cer- 
t^nly,  be  an  object  of  no  inconsiderable  mo- 
ment to  have  privateers  prepared  to  harass  and 
disturb  the  commerce  of  Greot  Britain  in  the 
event  of  war.  If  this  be  your  object,  yon  are 
taking  a  very  improper  course  to  obtain  iL  If 
snch  be  yonr  oi^ect,  take  some  decided  and 
energetic  step  which  will  convince  even  the 
iucrednion  that  you  will  resort  to  the  sword 
to  obtain  justice,  and  yonr  end  will  soon  be 
efiected.  But,  do  not  depress  the  hopes  of 
the. nation  by  sanctioning  this  tame,  imbecile, 
and  temporizing  system. 

What  is  the  spirit  that  breathes  in  the  five 
resolutions  which  have  been  adopted — resoln- 
tions  which  were  in  entire  accordance  with  my 
feelings  I  Is  it  not  a  spirit  of  wart  Do  they 
not  bear  a  hostile  aspect  f  Are  they  not  calcn- 
lated  to  indnce  Great  Britain  to  believe  tbatfor- 
t)earance  on  our  part  has  terminated,  and  that 
we  are  resolved,  unless  she  speedily  extend  to 
us  fbll  and  ample  justice,  to  decide  the  contest 
by  the  sword  t  Have  yon  any  thing  to  hope, 
by  operating  upon  the  minds  of  the  mlers  of 
that  nation,  a  conviction  that  yon  are  boBBting 
no  longert  If  yon  do  entertain  snob  a  hope,  I 
pray  you,  do  not  adopt  this  measure — a  meas- 
ure which  will  show  her  the  fluctnation  of  our 
opinions,  and  the  repugnancy  of  our  plans;  a 
measure  which  will  lull  to  sleep  her  fears  of 
war,  and  convince  her  not  only  of  your  inde- 
cision, bnt  of  yonr  timidity  to  unsheath  yonr 
sword  in  defence  of  rights  dear  and  undisputed, 
and  in  avenging  injuries  too  glaringfor  the  dig- 
nity and  honor  of  a  nation  to  submit  to.  Ara 
tiie  wishes  of  this  nation  to  be  nnattended  tot 
Ought  we  not  to  relieve  its  onxietiest  Or,  ore 
we  to  tantalize  their  hopes  with  energy  in  one 
law  and  imbecility  in  anothert  Are  the  mer- 
cliants  to  be  told  we  will  protect  their  com- 
inercet  By  what?  By  granting  them  a  right 
which  natnre  has  already  given  to  them  t  Is 
commerce  to  be  protected  by  abridging  the 
natural  rights  of  tne  people  t  Is  this  measnre 
no  abridgment  of  their  rights  t  Boes  it  not 
confine  the  legality  of  arming  to  resident  oiti- 


a  dead  letter.  Is  this  the  period  c 
others  to  be  selected  to  incorporate  unmeaning 
laws  in  thebody  of  your  statute  book?  Bo  not 
satirize,  by  such  an  act,  the  manly  sensibility  of 
the  people.  Do  not  paralyze  the  national  arm. 
No;  let  us  do  justice  to  the  nation  by  the 
adoption  of  such  measures  as  will  renovate  the 
depressed  spirits  of  our  constitnents ;  which 
w^  prevent  them  from  falling  into  uiat  de- 
stnietive  and  deadly  languor  which  this  resolu- 
tion is  oolcidnted  to  prodaoe. 
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The  qnestjon  was  then  taken  to  wiionr  with 
the  Coinsiitt«e  of  the  whole  Hoose 
of  the  Uniim  in  their  dgrMment  to  thfr  wid 
aizth  reaolDtion,  m  reported  by  the  Comrtlttee 
oQ  Foreign  ReUtions;  aud  r«aolved  in  the 
afBimalive— reaa  B7,  oaTs  SS. 

Batckdat,  December  31, 

StatKtei  ^Limitation. 

Ur.  Gholsok,  from  the  Oonuoittce  of  Claims, 

who  were  instraoted  by  a  reMliition  of  the 

House  of  the  llth  nldmo,  to  inquire  into  the 
eipediencj  of  repealing  or  Boapendiiig  the  vui- 
OQB  acts  (rf'  limitation,  so  far  as  thej  operate  to 
bar  Che  pavment  of  certain  descriptions  of 
claims,  made  a  report  thereon.— Referred 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Clsima  on  the  petition  of  Reea 
Nanna  and  others.    The  report  ia  as  follows : 

That  tliflf  hare  beatowed  aa  the  nutatian  that 
FqH  eonvdvBtiQii  to  vhidi  it  rai  entided,  Tbflj 
fch,  on  ths  one  bu>d,  siixwra  nlidnide  to  derin 
■ome  JDSt  taA  kdeqnata  method  of  utitfyiug  tho 
Glalmi  in  qoeMlon ;  while,  on  < 
forciblj  ctrock  with  the  anaT<di 
lukm  and  fimad  which  wonld 
■nq)eaaion  of  taj  of  the  acta  oTlimitadoii,  whtoebj 
thoae  el^ms  ere  barred.  V  tb*  dd  loldier,  bul 
widow,  at  hia  orphan,  were  aloiia  to  be  benefited  bj 
anoh  anqteoaioii,  your  committee  woald  oot  hentate 
to  racommeod  it.  Faat  expeiienos,  howerer,  hath 
avidentlj  ahown  that  aimilar  legiilativc  indnlgincea 
baTs  emired  ahnoat  excluairal;  Co  the  adrantage  of 
the  onnnndpliid  speculator,  and  those  who  avail 
themaelvea  of  tfas  ignonuica  and  subset  upon  the  mis- 
fortoncB  of  others.  Wo  have  innumerable  examplea 
<£  the  tmCh  of  tbia  poutioo,  in  the  ootuequanceiuat 
reaolted  not  onlj  from  the  variona  anipeD^ona  dT 
theae  acta  which  hare  hitherto  taken  place,  bnt  more 
eqiecially  from  the  adopCioQ  of  the  Fimdiug  Syitem. 
It  ia  deemed  mmeoeieary  to  enlarge  apon  Uie  couae- 
quencea ;  tbe;  are  too  well  known. 

Althongh  a  commnnication  reoeived  from  the 
Tieaamj  at  ■  fonner  aeuiou  holda  ont  an  opinion 
that  there  are  in  the  poaaea^on  of  that  Department 
■aScient  diecka  and  gnardi  to  protect  the  United 
Statea  from  impoaition  and  frand  in  the  payment  of 
a  certain  part  of  thoieclainu,  the  committee  ara  dif- 
ferently impreaeed.  Th^  have  aeen  a  tnuicript&om 
tbe  bcoka  of  the  Treancj,  pobliabed  to  tbe  woiid, 
Gihibitins  the  namea  </  a  ontaln  dass  of  claim- 
ant*; and  to  nippoae  thatafaeili^of  Ihiakfnd,  thru 
(rfhied  to  ^lecalative  utiflce  and  management,  wonld 
tiot  be  ieiied  npon  and  nied  hj  die  qtecnlaCor  to  im- 
poaa  upon  Gorenmient,  i*  to  nippoae  a  thiOB  eontrary 
to  all  expeiiuice.  The  committee  feel  ttismaelTei 
by  no  mean*  able  to  draw  a  line  of  daadnctioD  bo- 
twean  a  jnat  claim  Uqnidated  and  a  jn£t  one  nnliqai- 
daled;  and  to  attempt  the  ioTidiona  ta>k  of  diatuic- 
tlou  in  point  <f  merii,  where  there  can  be  no  differ' 
ence,  and  to  Ofta  tbe  statataa  of  limitadon  in  order 
to  relieve  a  part  or  a  few  favorite  cUaaes  of  claims 
does  not  comport,  in  tbe  view  of  your  committee, 
with  any  principle  of  faimeiB,  or  with  that  equal 
byitem  d!  digtribatiTe  jnttice  which  ongbt  to  bo  dia- 
petued  toward  ^L  When  they  take  a  retroepectiTe 
view  t£  the  aobjact,  and  find  that  most  ik  tboae 
•tatateS'Were  firat  paaaed  in  the  timea  and  osder  tbe 


patriot  connaeU  of  the  old  Congieaa,  and  that  the 
more  general  one  wUch  took  e&ect  in  IT91  waa 
raanil  nnder  the  Adminiatntion  of  Geneisl  Waih- 
ington,  who  wu  hinuelf  the  chief  of  ■oldiert  a*  h* 
waa  &»  chief  of  their  paCnma  and  fnenda  in  ereiy 
nation ;  bat  he  waa  equally  the  friend  oThia  euuutiy, 
and  gave  that  act  the  BixitSan  of  hia  name,  aa  found- 
ed, at  leaat,  in  a  policy  of  general  joatice  and  ri^i^ 
which  tbe  Goremment  had  boen  at  length  obl^td 
to  reaoct  to  and  r'firt*'"  in  lelf-deleDee  ;  that  evny 
Coi^rvaa  aioce  ha*  mntrUbly  adhered  to  ttw  geDswl 
policy  of  tboae  lawa ;  and,  after  the  lapae  of  ao  many 
year*^  when  the  difficulty  of  doing  jottoe  haa  in- 
cnaaed  with  the  increaaa  t£  time^  and  wbao  a  partial 
repeal  would  bat  lend  to  iacraaa*  the  dimuuteut  aad 
dinatiifaction(/eTerycla>a«f«lBimantB^ 
remain  anprnrlded  fin',  dM  oonuoittae  < 


•tatotei.     They  would,  tbenEoia,  beg  leave  to  aab- 
mit  the  fcdlowing  reaolntion  : 

Stnintd,  That  it  1*  not  expadicDt  to  repeal  or  au- 
pend  any  of  the  acta  of  limitation,  whereby  the  afin- 
■aid  detciiptioiii  of  olaima  are  barred.* 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

HomtAT,  Dsrember  28. 
RnUtand  Order* — Prenout  Qaation. 
The  Honse  reeiuned  the  con^deration  of  the 
nnfinished  baaineas  of  Satnrday.    The  amend- 
ment proposed  by  ICr.  If  ZLSON  being  Bgaia  read, 
as  follows : 


"Thi 

taken,  i. 
bar,  who  baa 


when  the  prariona  qoeatifHi  ia  otdered  to  be 

on  the  main  qneition  being  pnt,  ererr  meio- 

already  qicken,  ihaQ  have  lilvT^ 


ill.  Gold  said  the  amendment  now  offered  to 
tbe  Toles  of  the  House,  aecnres  to  every  member 
right  of  speaking  at  least  once  on  ev«7 
qneetion  before  the  Honse.  The  liberty  <^ 
speech,  and  freedom  of  debate,  are  safred  by  tbe 
constiFntion ;  and  to  reftise  aU  debate,  to  dmj 

the  privilege  of  speaking  at  aU,  on  the  xaost 
important  questions  of  peace  and  war,  is  a  snh- 
Teraion  of  the  first  principles  of  the  constitation. 
And  what  is  to  jostd^  this  measure  of  impoang 
ulence  t  It  is  said,  the  right  of  debate  baa  been 
abused.  Let  gentlemen  beware  how,  for  an  oo- 
cauonal  aiute  of  a  right,  they  iai4  ataag — tfe- 
itroy  the  right  ittelf.  What  right,  in  the  wbola 
charter  of  oar  rights,  has  not  at  some  time  beeit. 
abused )  Han  is  frail,  and  why  should  not.  at 
times  of  pnblio  agitation  and  concnsdon  of 
partiea,  abuses  arise!  debate  become  angry  asd 
be  prolonged  ?  And  for  this,  is  tbe  principle  to 
be  adopted,  that  the  right  shall  be  forever  sup- 


ThMA  Mlataij  BtatatM,  fndlipeaiaUe  for  tha  protoetKiB 
of  tlu  TreiauTT,  ■•  lime  wai  wearing  oat  tha  orldeace 
■hlcli  wooM  detect  frand,  haro  ilDeii  bees  dlireguded  br 
BoderB  CongreBel,  tarried  »w*r  by  a  mbakrn  Idfa  vtjna- 

ilalnu,  aopported  br  Ilibrtcaled  erldfnae  wtileb  there  li  ma 
[fieaiutfl  rebut, and plonderlQIftJieTreaBaryfoTtheboibeit 
of  agaaU  wbo  bare  giownnp  tnlo  arepil«rp«ftartuB«« 
tbe  dlaeoverj,  laToatloD,  ai ' 
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preaud  and  destroyed  t — the  prinolple  that  ab- 
eolDte  silence  Hh&ll  b«  imposed  on  a  minority  ? 
Sir,  Philip,  tha  tyruit  of  MacedoD,  disliked  the 
freedom  of  speech  and  debate  in  Athena :  it  tin- 
noyed  him;  for  this  canBe,  Bemoethenes  was 
pnraaed  to  the  altar,  'where  ha  expired.  The 
principle  contended  for  b;  the  majority  (snp- 
posed  abuse)  will  be  found  to  jostify  the  most 
odious  oaurputions  recorded  in  history  ;  liberty 
is  abused,  aud  chains  are  forged  to  restrain  IL 

Gentlemea  of  the  minority  insist,  that  the  rnle 
will  not  be  abused;  that  the  majority  will  not 
execute  the  rale  arbitikrily.  The  amendment, 
now  offered  to  the  rules,  stipulates  only  for  lib- 
erty to  each  member  to  speak  once.  Now,  sir, 
if  this  be  denied,  and  the  rule  is  ever  executed, 
ttie  abnse  is  inevitable,  it  is  necessarily  inToIved 
ia  the  very  execution  of  the  mle. 

Neither  the  journals  of  onr  State  Legialaturea 
nor  the  laws  of  the  Parliameat  of  Ureat  Britaio 
afford  examples  for  thus  arbitrarily  proceeding. 
Debate  is  admited  in  the  British  Parliament  on 
the  previous  question ;  our  rules  exclude  it  on 
both  the  previous  and  muo  qnestion.  Beside, 
air,  I  need  only  refer  gentlemen  to  the  mannal 
of  parliamentary  law,  from  the  hand  of  the  third 
Frerident  of  the  United  States,  to  show  that  the 

Jirevions  question  vas  confined  to  subjects  of 
elioacj,  which  a  due  regard  to  the  interests  of 
the  titate  or  its  Qovemment  forbade  to  be  agi- 
tated. How  much,  sir,  has  this  question  been 
perverted  &om  its  proper  province,  to  silence 
all  debate  and  force  the  qnestion,  the  poissge 
of  the  Uw  I  Bach  measures  are  dangerous  to 
freedom,  and  afford,  in  evil  times,  the  most 
fetal  examplM. 

Mr.  Skiue  said  he  was  a  friend  to  freedom  of 
debate,  but  that  there  was  a  difference  between 
tMii,  and  that  abuse  of  it  when  you  cannot 
get  a  decision  without  an  exertion  of  physical 
strength.  This  has  been  our  case  several  times. 
The  rule  now  proposed  to  be  altered  is  the  old 
role,  and  is  onlj  restored.  We  very  well  know, 
that  a  debate  lias  been  often  prolonged  merely 
to  prevent  a  dedsion.  We  have  been  kept  till 
ten  and  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  and  sometimes 
till  dayJight  It  is  an  inconvenience  which  he 
at  his  time  of  lite  had  seriously  felt.  There  can 
be  no  evil  from  the  rule  as  now  established. 
The  responsibility  of  the  m^ority  is  snch  to  the 
people,  that,  if  they  should  abase  it,  as  the  mi- 
nority have  their  privilege,  the  people  will  cor- 
rect it,  when  the  minority  shall  furl;  state  it  to 
them.  He  said  the  mf^]ority  were  also  respon- 
rible  to  the  people  to  transact  the  public  bnainees. 

Mr.  BTANroan,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Suiua,  said 
he  did  not  think  it  proper  to  ^ve  this  dispens- 
ii^  power  to  the  m^oHty,  if  they  by  the  oon- 
ifitution  did  cot  possess  it,  as  he  contended 
theydidnot.  Hesaid wehareheardafaMdJftOTt 
toK,  and  the  reign  of  terror.  The  hiU,  when 
first  introduced  for  that  law,  went  to  prevent 
freedom  of  speech.  This  rule,  iu  his  opinion, 
much  more  deserved  the  character  of  a  "  Oay- 
lou,"  than  the  Sedition  lav  did. 

Mr.  WBiaHT  mentioned  the  great  abuses  of 


this  privil^^  of  the  minority  the  last  winter. 
He  said,  if  we  don't  establish  a  written,  decent 
rule,  we  must  have  a  common  law  rule,  such  as 
tiiey  have  in  the  British  House  of  Oommons,  to 
shuffle  and  put  down,  when  the  abase  of  this 
privilege  becomes  enormous. 

Mr.  Qdinot, — Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  regard 
this  question  in  the  light  in  which  some  of  its 
advocates,  as  well  as  its  opponent^  have  consid- 
ered It ;  as  a  mere  contest  for  power  between 
the  mtyority  and  the  minority.  It  is  of  a 
higher  cjiaracter.  It  affectci  the  essential  prin- 
ciples of  civil  liberty,  and  saps  ite  hopes  at  its 
very  foundation.  I  rejoice  that  the  gentlemfln 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nelsos)  has  limited  bis 
proposition,  so  as  to  preclude  any  mistake  con- 
cerning the  object  of  it.  We  sre  not  now  ad- 
vooatjng  an  nnrestrained  privilege  of  debate. 
The  inqnirj  is,  shall  a  main  qnestion  ever  be 
taken  in  this  deliberative  body,  until  every 
member,  who  has  not  already  spoken,  shall 
have  had  an  opportunity,  if  he  wishes  to  avail 
himself  of  it,  to  speak  at  least  imee  vpon  M« 
qvMtion  t  The  ground  taken  by  those  who  op- 
pose the  proposition,  ia  that  of  necessity  and  con- 
venience. These  are  the  very  points,  which, 
in  a  free  country,  ought  most  vigilantly  to  l)e 
guarded.  For  it  is  here  that  the  spirit  of  des- 
potism always  llee  In  ambush.  Under  the  cover 
of  necessity,  or  oonvenienoe,  it  steals  upon  the 
liberties  of  a  people,  and  never  fails,  sooner  or 
later,  to  make  them  its  prey. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  the  subject  is  in 
some  respects  difficult  to  manage,  with  any  hope 
of  convincing.  There  is  a  state  of  feeling,  both 
within  this  House  and  out  of  it,  very  unpropi- 
tix>B8  to  an  impartial  debate.  In  this  Eonse  it 
is  argued  as  a  question  oonoerning  who  shall 
have  the  power,  authority,  era  minority.  And 
as  it  is  agreed,  on  all  hands,  that,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  power,  abuse  may  happen,  the  pres- 
ent mf^ority,  like  all  other  majorities,  have  a 
prevailing  inclination  to  reserve,  in  their  own 
hands,  the  exclusive  privilege  of  abuse.  And 
without  doors,  the  subject  is  of  less  difBoulty. 
For,  of  late  years,  the  popular  ear  has  been  so 
vexed  with  speech  upKin  speech,  wind  upon 
wind,  the  public  patience  has  been  so  exhaust- 
ed, in  hunting  up  the  solitary  gnun  of  sense, 
hidden  in  the  bushels  of  chaff,  that  it  is  ready  to 
submit  to  any  limitation  of  a  privilege  which 
subjects  it  to  so  irksome  a  labor.  The  peo- 
ple are  almost  ready  to  exclaim,  "  do  what  yon 
will  with  the  liberty  of  speech,  provided  yon 
will  save  us  from  that  frah  of  worda,  with 
whioh  we  are  periodically  inundated." 

Now,  this  is  the  very  state  of  the  public  mind 
in  whitdi  the  corruption  of  essential  principles 
commences.  Throngh  apparent  necessity,  or 
temporary  convenience,  or  disgnst  at  abnse,  the 
popular  sentiment  is  made  to  acquiesce  in  the 
totrodnction  of  doctrines  vitally  inconsiateBt 
with  the  peipetoity  of  liberty. 

I  ask  the  House  to  consider  what  is  that  prin- 
ciple of  civil  liberty,  which  is  amalgamated  and 
iden^ed  with  the  very  existence  of  a  legislative 
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bod;.     In  irhat  doM  it  eoBsist  f     Aod  wliat  ia 

its  character  t  It  consista  in  tbe  right  of  delib  - 
eratioD.  And  its  character  is,  that  it  belonga 
not  (o  the  body,  bat  the  individDoI  members 
constituting  the  body.  The  body  has  the  pow- 
er to  oontrol  and  to  regulate  iu  eiwcise,  Bnt 
it  has  not  the  power  to  take  away  that  right 
altogether,  by  the  operation  of  any  general 
priocipte.  An  individiuil  member  may  render 
iiimaelf  ouworthj  of  the  privilege.  He  may  be 
Mt  dovn ;  he  may  be  denied  the  ri^t,  because 
he  has  abased  it  Bot  whenever  a  legislaljve 
body  Bsaumes  to  itself  the  power  of  stopping,  at 
its  will,  all  debate,  at  any  stage  of  deUberation, 
it  asaomes  a  power  wholly  inconsistent  with  the 
essential  right  of  deliberation,  and  totally  de- 
ttmctive  of  that  principle  of  civil  libert;  which 
exists,  and  is  identified  with  the  exercise  of 
that  right. 

The  right  of  every  individual  member  is,  in 
fhct,  the  right  of  hie  constitnents.  He  is  bnt 
th^  Representative.  It  is  in  their  majesty, 
that  he  appesTB.  It  ia  their  right  that  he  re- 
fiecta.  The  riebt  of  being  heard  by  their  Rep- 
resentaUve  is  the  mherent  and  abtoluU  right  of 
the  people.  Now,  it  is  in  the  essential  charao- 
ter  of  such  a  right,  that  it  exists,  independent, 
and  in  despite  of  any  man,  or  body  of  men, 
whatsoever.  It  is  absnrd  to  say,  that  any  right 
ia  independent,  which  depends  npon  the  will  of 
another.  It  is  absurd  to  say,  that  any  right  is 
absolute,  which  is  wholly  relative  to  the  incli- 
nation of  another ;  which  lasts  only  as  long  as 
he  ohooaee,  and  terminates  at  his  nod.  Now, 
whether  this  power  be  exercised  by  one,  or 
many,  it  matters  not  The  prindple  of  civil 
liberty  is  gone,  when  tbe.inherentaod  absolute 
natnre  of  the  right  is  gone. 

Apply  this  reasoning  to  the  case  before  us.  It 
is  impossible  to  conceal  the  fact,-  tliat  as  onr 
rules  and  orders  stand,  independent  of  the  pro- 
position now  offered  as  an  amendment,  it  is  in 
the  power  of  a  majority  to  preclude  all  debate, 
upon  any  qneation,  and  force  every  member  of 
the  Hoose  to  rote,  npon  any  propodtjon,  with- 
out ^ving  him  the  opportunity  of  expUning 
bia  own  reasons,  or  statiDg  the  iotereets  of  bis 
constituents.  This  is  undeniable.  Is  it  not, 
then,  plain  and  oonclnsive,  that,  as  our  rules 
and  orders  now  stand,  according  to  recent  con- 
straction,  every  member  of  this  Eoose  holds 
Lis  right  of  speaking,  not  on  the  principle  of  his 
ooustitoenta,  whose  Bepreaentative  he  is,  but 
upon  the  will  of  the  mtyority  of  this  House ! 
For  that  which  another  may  at  any  time  take 
away  from  me,  Jboldnot  bymy  own  right,  bnt 
St  his  will.  Can  any  tiling  be  more  obvioo^y  at 
variance  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  and 
the  first  principles  of  civil  liberty  I 

Let  not  any  man  say  this  power  will  not  be 
abused.  In  the  nature  of  things  it  mast  be 
abused.  This  b  the  favorite  argoment  of  every 
deqMtism,  and,  of  coarse,  will  not  foil  t«  t« 
urged  when  it  is  abont  to  plant  itself  in  the 
very  temple  of  liberty. 
'  I  have  choaen  to  consider  tliis  snbject  in  re- 


lation to  the  right  of  the  whole  body,  and  d 
one  of  its  individual  members,  rather  tbin  to 
that  of  a  m^oritj  and  minority.  The  ri^l  la 
speak  ia  an  individual  right.  Limit  it  is  yn 
please,  consistent  with  a  wngle  eierciw  of  &ii 
right.  But  when  this  is  taken  away,  or,  nhich 
is  precisely  the  same  thing  so  far  aa  it  raapMi 
the  principle  of  civil  liberty,  when  it  is  in  ibt 
power  of  one  or  many,  at  its  sovereign  villtod 
pleasure^  to  take  it  away,  there  is  no  iooget  tnj 
right.  We  have  onr  tenure  of  speech  utbg 
slave  has  his — at  the  will  of  a  master. 

Bat  it  ia  said  that  the  Legislature  mnstsone- 
timea  "  act,"  and  that  individnals,  by  an  ibiiH 
of  this  liberty  of  speech,  prevent  the  whole  bod; 
fhim  "  acting."  All  I  say  is,  limit  the  eieraa 
of  the  right  aa  you  please,  only  do  not  unm« 
to  yourselves  the  power  of  taking  away  tit 
whole  right,  at  joor  pleasore. 

It  is  in  thia  dootrine,  of  "  the  necessity  of  k(- 
ing,"  that  lies  the  whde  myatery  of  that  env 
which  we  are  now  combating.  Strictly  qxak- 
ing,  a  legislative  body  never  "acts."  Itspror- 
iace  is  to  deUberate  and  decide.  "  Action"  is, 
alone,  correctly  attributable  to  the  Execniin. 
And  it  will  be  found,  that  all  the  cases  in  vhic^ 
this  necesrity  of  *'  action"  has  been  urged,  ban 
been  cases  in  which  the  Legislative  ))ody  tus 
departed  from  its  appropriate  dntiee  of  deliben- 
tion  and  decision,  and  descended  to  be  su  in- 
strument, or  engine,  of  the  31xeontive.  I  hea- 
tate  not  to  say,  that  this  podtion  may  be  proved 
by  almost  every  inatanoe  in  which  this  otemits 
of  action  has  been  urged.  It  was  an  Eiecative 
haste  to  its  own  pnrposes,  which  prevulednpos 
the  Legislative  body  to  deny,  to  its  own  mem- 
bers, their  privileges. 

It  has  been  aaewted,  that  "  if  this  amendment 
passes,  this  will  be  the  only  deliberative  body 
in  the  world  which  cannot  atop  debate."  On 
the  other  hand  I  asMrt,  that  if  thb  ameodmeot 
does  not  pass,  this  will  be  the  only  detiberaiin 
body  in  the  world,  pretending  to  be  &ee^  ia 
which  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  nugority  to  fane  I 
decision,  without  any  deliberation.  It  is  set 
true  that,  in  the  British  Parliament,  the  ^ 
vions  question  stops  debate  and  fbrces  de^ton 
on  the  mainqnestionwithontdeliberatioD.  The 
previous  qnestion  there,  if  decided  in  the 
negative,  suppresses  debate,  by  poHtpoaing  the 
main  question.  And  until  1807,  the  prsdiw 
and  mles  of  this  House  permitted  debate  of  the 
main  qneation,  after  an  affirmative  deciaon<Js 
previons  question.  Whoever  nqdertakea  to  ei- 
"oine  the  sabject  will  find  it  aa  I  have  elated. 
It  is  not  true,  that  this  power  ever  wis,  cr 
'er  COD  be  neeatary,  in  aLegialative  body.  Is 
■er  caee  in  which  the  previons  qnestion,  »»■ 
irding  to  recent  construciiun,  has  beea  prasKd 
upon  the  House,  it  will  be  fonud  that  there  «U 
no  XatiowU  or  State  MUttity  for  an  inun«di*U 
decision.  That  u  to  say,  in  every  instance  it 
il)  be  found,  that  it  was  of  no  sort  of  pnblie 
aportance  whether  the  main  quealion  w^ 
taken  on  this  day,  on  the  next,  or  on  a  tliiid 
day.    Always  the  question  migbi  hare  besn 
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taken  in  a  reasonable  time ;  aad  evety  individ- 
xuS  member,  who  chose  to  epeak,  might  hare 
had  the  privilege,  if  he  pleased,  of  ipeaking,  at 
least  OQce.  As  far  as  I  observed,  all  these  pre- 
tences of  necessity  have  been  ewnly  resolvable 
into  party  cnntimg.  Thesalgect  wttsonedifflcnlt 
to  m^ntain.  It  had  popular  bearing  vrbich  ' ' 
raited  not  tlie  pleasure  of  the  m^oritj  to  ha' 
investigated.  They  pressed  the  minority  to  i 
Btant  decision,  by  refusing  adjouroment.  And 
as  it  bappeoe  in  all  snch  ooaes,  re-aotion  is  e<)nal 
to  action.  The  minority  were  pnt  npon  their 
mettla,  and  they  pnt  to  trial  the  mettle  of  the 
Minority. 

It  is  nndoabtedly  troe,  that  this  power  may 
bo  Bontetimes  convenient  And  this  is  the 
vhole  strength  of  the  argrunent  of  those  who 
oppose  this  proposition.  The  weak  wd  aged 
members  of  the  mtgority  have  been  kept  all 
night  from  their  alombers,  by  a  hale  and 
sturdy  minority  ;  which  slmnbera  they  might, 
by  the  way,  at  an;  moment  have  enjoyed,  if 
that  very  majority  had  yielded  the  point  of  ad- 
jonmment.  And  is  this  reason  of  convenieoce 
sofficient,  in  tbe  estimation  of  this  Eonse,  to 
justify  it,  in  depriving  this  people,  in  the  per- 
son of  their  Representatives,  of  the  essential 
right  of  speaking  upon  this  floor!  Is  this  a 
Justification  ibr  sach  an  atrocious  and  exorbitant 
grasp  at  power  t  Our  patriotism,  nowadays, 
can  submit  to  no  sacrifices.  We  are  not  con- 
tent with  sleephiff,  if  we  please,  every  day  in 
oar  seats,  nnle^s  we  can  sleep  also  every  night 
of  the  sesraon  in  our  feather  beds.  And  these 
feather~bed  patriots,  as  I  miderstaud,  are  sll 
agog  for  amaroh  into  Oanada;  and,  if  we  be- 
lieve them,  are  desirous  of  nothing  so  much  as 
showing  how  those  can  meet  privation  and 
watchfSaess  in  the  field,  who  think  of  nothing 
bnt  comfort  and  sleep  npon  this  floor. 

I  know  there  is  another  argument  nrged  in 
hvor  of  the  assumption  of  this  power  by  the 
majority,  and  that  is,  the  haste  and  clatter 
which  a1  ways  attend  the  end  of  a  sessioo.  Let 
onr  senion  he  long  or  short,  the  event  is,  in  this 
respect,  always  nearly  the  same:  What  with 
speeches  and  pcetponemente.  and  laying  down 
one  piece  of  business  half  flnisned,  andt^ddngup 
another,  the  latter  end  of  a  session  is  a  poIitJcal 
chaos.  The  work  of  this  and  the  other  Eonse, 
and  that  of  tbe  Palace  into  the  bargain,  is  in 
fkct  sometimes  to  be  washed  np,  in  a  night — 
and  the  members  of  sU  branches  are  knee-deep 
and  shoulder-deep  in  the  suds.  Now,  this 
shows  the  necessity,  not  of  this  nnlimited  pow- 
:r  of  the  previous  qnestioii,  bnt  of  oonductiog 


UirifCs.  It  first  wastes  what  is  its  owu,  and  then 
seeks  how  it  may  make  up  its  deficiency  ont  of 
the  property  of  other  people.    We  pillsge  the 

Eblio  liberty,  in  order  to  compensate  for  legis- 
ive  negligence. 

I  have  often  been  pnzzled  to  imagine  a  neoes- 
rity,  which  oooldeven  apologize  for  such  an  as- 
snmptjon  of  power  as  the  m^ority,  by  this  new , 


construction  of  the  previons  question,  are  at- 
tempting ;  and,  ontil  lately,  I  did  not  believe 
that  it  could  possibly  eiist.  The  only  case,  in 
which  there  seemed  to  me  to  be  en  apology  for 
resorting  to  it,  was,  tbe  other  day,  when  the 
gentleman  fi<om  Georgia  (Mr.  Tsotrp)  threatened 
to  call  the  pravioos  qnestion  npon  the  m^ority 
themselves.  I  admired  both  his  manner  ana 
the  occanon  on  which  he  introdnoed  that  idea. 
And  really  there  was  something  like  a  necee- 
eity.  If  I  nnderatood  the  view  of  that  honor- 
able gentleman,  it  was,  that  he  thought  there 
was  not  fighting  matter  to  spare  in  the  stomachs 
of  the  nu^oricy ;  and  he  threatened  them  with 
the  previoos  qnestion,  lest,  persdventnr^  the 
whole  war  spirit  should  ooze  away  throngh  the 
month.  In  this  there  was  both  discretion  and 
patriotism. 

Mr.  Bhiohau  said,  that  althoogh  be  was  for- 
ward in  life,  he  was  bat  of  yesterday  of  this 
Honse,  and  tnat  the  rules  and  orders  were  not 
familiar  with  him.  But  he  exceedingly  regret- 
ted that  this  House,  io  their  wisdom,  ever  found 
it  expedient  or  proper  to  adopt  a  role  to  deprive 
a  minority,  or  an  individual  member  of  this 
Honse,  of  the  freedom  of  debate,  the  freedom  of 
speech,  a  privii^e  so  mnoh  boasted  of  in  this 
land  of  liberty.  He  observed  that  he  had  his 
rights  in  oommon  with  the  other  members  <rf 
the  Honse,  and  that  he  had  his  duties  to  per> 
form.  He  was  not  ambitious  to  become  a  pob- 
ipeaker,  nor  wonld  be  say  that  he  supposed 
he  could  speak  to  the  edification  or  satisfaction 
of  the  Eonse.  Bnt  should  he,  on  great  qnee- 
tioos,  he  denied  the  privilege  of  speaking!  Sup- 
pose the  qnestion  of  peace  or  war  should  assome 
the  aspect  of  soleronity,  and  it  should  become 
necessary  and  important  that  this  Eonse  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  and 
dispoeitioD  of  the  citizens  of  the  several  sections 
of  the  country — and  suppose  a  member  who  is 
not  much  accustomed  to  speaking,  silentiy  sits 
until  those  gentiemen  who  are  in  the  habit,  and 
are  fond  of  speaking,  shallhave  exhausted  ihem- 
selvee  in  debate — stiall  he,  in  that  case,  be  denied 
the  right  of  speaking — shall  he  be  deprived  of 
his  constitutional  privileges  and  his  constituents 
of  the  right  of  representation  on  the  floor  of  this 
Honse) 

He  sud  that  he  was  bound  by  the  oath  of  God 

I  support  the  constitution,  and  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  his  (Miuntry  ;  hut,  if  bis  month 
is  stopped,  how  oan  he  execote  ms  trustor  per- 
form nis  vows)  For  this  House  by  a  rule  to 
interdict  the  freedom  of  speech,  is  an  assump- 
tion of  power,  and  a  violation  of  right.  He 
hoped,  that  the  rule  under  consideration  wonld 
be  modified,  and  that  the  proposed  amendment 
wonld  be  adopted.  He  wished  that  each  indi- 
vidual member  might  be  permitted  to  exercise 
his  right  of  speaking  to  any  qhestion  before  the 
House,  at  least  once,  If  he  chooses. 

Mr.  Nelson  spoke  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

e  sud  he  had  no  hesitation  in  declaring,  tliat 
whenever  right  and  expediency  shall  come  in 
competition,  that  he  should  prefer  right.    He 
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remarked,  that  the  constjtatioii  secored  the 
freedom  of  speech  to  the  citusen.  And  are  we, 
he  asked,  to  be  deprived  of  it  when  we  come 
to  this  House — when  we  ent«r  \hU  temple  of 
liberty  t  The  attempt  is  not  to  scqiend  merelj, 
but  to  destroy  this  nght,  and  because  we  have 
experienced  some  inconveDienee  from  this  ex- 
erase.  He  agreed  with  the  geotleman  I 
Uaasachasetts,  (Ur,  Quikci,)  that  if  the  House 
would  do  their  duty,  and  get  the  basiaees  Along 
in  the  eariy  part  of  the  session,  we  ahOnid  never 
be  in  the  dilemma  the  Hoose  were  in,  the  last 
sesaion  of  Congress ;  and  that  an  LDcoDveaience 
was  a  very  poor  reason  for  destroying  this  right 
of  oaring  OUT  sentiments.  He  woold  ra^er 
recommend  the  tm-ning  oat  of  doors  a  member 
who  should  become  tronblesome  in  speaking  too 
long,  than  to  snfier  him  to  stay  in  the  Hoose 
and  prevent  his  ottering  bis  sentiments^  Even 
ezpiu^a  woold  not  be  a  greater  infringement 
of  hia  right.  The  right  of  the  people  is  the 
right  of  their  Bepresentativee  to  speak,  delib- 
erate, and  decide.  As  to  the  plea  of  neoesuty, 
he  protested  ogunst  it  as  the  plea  of  tyrants. 

Mr.  Alston,  of  Iforth  Carolina,  expressed  bis 
astonishment,  that  the  gentleman  from  Virnnia 
(Mr.  Nblson)  had  assumed  the  ground  he  had. 
He  said,  there  were  two  parties  in  this  Honse ; 
and  asked,  is  it  ever  known  how  aqneetiOD'Will 
be  decided,  until  it  is  taken  I 

Mr.  Babsxte  said,  if  a  strangep  was  present, 
and  shonld  hear  this  debate,  he  would  soppose 
that  the  qnestion  was  now  for  the  first  time 
brought  forward  for  the  establishment  of  the 
role,  against  which  so  much  had  been  said, 
when  it  Is  w^  known  that  it  has  always  been 
thepractioe. 

Mr.  Ptceui  said,  the  amaidment  now  under 
consideration  was  proposed  in  consequence  of  a 
decision  of  the  House,  at  the  close  of  the  last 
session,  that  when  the  previous  qneetion  was 
dedded  in  the  affirmative,  there  could  be  no 
debate  on  the  mun  qnestion ;  the  amendment, 
If  adopted,  allows  a  member,  who  has  not  pre- 
vioosly  spoken,  to  qteak  at  least  once  on  the 
main  question,  before  he  is  called  upon  to  give 
his  vote  upon  it. 

The  prindple  adopted  by  the  majority,  dnring 
the  last  days  of  the  last  session,  and  now  sop- 
ported  in  the  Hoose,  is  this,  that  a  m^rily, 
who  may  happen  to  be  present,  at  any  time, 
have  it  in  tbeir  power,  by  means  of  a  previous 
question,  as  it  is  called,  to  prevent  all  debate  on 
every  question  before  the  House,  however  im- 
portant it  may  be ;  to  seal  up  the  hpe  of  every 
member,  and  compel  him  to  vote  npon  the 
question  without  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
his  sentiments  npon  it,  or  explaining  the  reasons 
of  his  vote.  This,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  a  principle  to 
which  I  never  hone,  and  to  wbioh  I  never  viU 
^ve  my  assent,  ^hat,  sir,  let  me  ask,  and 
where  is  the  rule  under  whioh  the  nmJority 
claim  to  exercise  this  enormous  power — the 
power  of  imposing  sLtence  upon  any  member,  on 
this  floor  t 

The  mle,  uoder  which  this  power  la  claimed, 


is  in  the  following  words:  "  Tha prctievi  qttt- 
titm  shall  be  in  this  form :  Shall  the  m^n  qii»- 
tioa  be  now  put  ?"  It  shall  only  be  sdnuited 
when  demanded  by  five  members ;  and,  nadl  il 
-is  decided,  ^all  {H-eclode  all  ameodment  md 
further  debate  of  the  main  question,  ud  Ihit 
"on  a  previous  question  there  shall  b«  no  <!#■ 
bate."  Bya  newcoufitruction,  whicbsm^oritj 
of  the  House  thouglitproperto  give  tothisnile, 
at  the  close  of  the  last  sesdoo,  ail  debate  mif 
be  prohibited  on  any  question ;  for  five  mm- 
hers  alone  can  demand  the  previona  qaesiiiM, 
and  then,  of  conrse,  ail  debate  most  cease,  until 
a  dectalun  be  had  on  that  queetiou,  and  if  tba 

Erevious  queatiou  be  decided  in  the  offlrmiliic, 
y  this  jiew  construction  of  the  rale,  there  an 
be  no  debste  or  amendment  of  the  main  qocs- 
tion.  Thus,  sir,  unless  the  amendmeiU  no* 
prop<Med  be  adopted,  if  a  proposition  fur  t  d^ 
claration  of  war  against  Great  Britun,  or  uj 
other  nation,  should  be  laid  opon  your  taUe  to- 
morrow, it  will  bo  in  tlie  power  of  a  nujorilj 
of  the  Hoose,  and  that  minority  may  tonatt  of 
les  than  forty  members,  to  impose  silence  upon 
every  member  of  this  House;  and  we  niostbt 
compelled  to  vote  on  a  proposition  so  interest- 
ing to  the  prosperity,  happiness,  and  perh^a 
the  final  destiny  of  thw  country,  without  tte 
poor  privilege  (if  we  might  choose  so  to  do)  rf 
raimng  oor  voices  against  it.  But,  dt,  the  op- 
ponents of  the  amendment  say,  that  the  coo- 
stroction  given  to  the  rule  the  last  se^non,  wu 
in  conformity  with  the  universal  practice  of  Iks 
Hoose,  from  the  eetabhshment  o(  the  Gorera- 
ment,  except  in  two  or  three  instances. 

I  deny,  ur,  that  this  has  been  the  practice 
and  I  Mlieve  I  may  ventnre  to  assert,  wiUwnt 
fear  of  contradiction,  that  no  soch  powcrbas 
ever  been  exercised  over  the  members  ot  thi) 
Hoose,  since  its  orgtniiaUoo,  nntil  the  last  k«- 
sion.  I  have,  sir,  examined  the  joumahi,  vitk 
some  attention,  and  have  not  been  able  to  find 
a  solitary  instance  of  Che  kind.  On  the  oontiwy, 
many  cases  are  to  be  found  when  the  previoa) 
question  has  been  decided  in  the  affinnatiT^ 
and  that,  immediately  alter  the  main  queuifS 
has  not  only  been  avtmded  but  has  been  atbaltd. 
And  here,  sir,  permit  me  to  observe,  that  lit 
rule  itself^  with  respect  to  the  previoos  queetios, 
was  adopted  the  first  see»on  ol  the  First  Gui- 
greee,  and  has  ever  since  remained  predselj  in 
the  same  form ;  and  no  constnic^n  was  eisr 
given  to  it,  BO  as  to  prevent  debate  on  the  nuiii 
question,  until  the  last  session. 

Permit  me  to  refer  the  House  to  the  Jocmsl 
of  the  first  seesiou  of  the  Third  Congress,  &i 
the  proof  of  what  I  have  stated.  During  ttii> 
session,  the  difflcolties  then  subsisting  betw^n 
this  country  and  Great  Britain,  become  the  sob- 
ject  of  discussion,  and  a  proposition  forpruhili- 
iting  all  interconrsa  with  Great  Britain,  in  cW 
Justice  was  notdone  na,  was  then  submitted  to 
the  House,  and  the  previoos  questioo  was  caU^ 
upon  it,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  •!!« 
which  the  subject  was  not  only  postponed,  tnt 
aa  qipears  by  the  Journal,  was  both  oawam 
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And  dibaUd.  It  appeara  also  from  the  Jonroal 
in  1796,  that  &  proposition  was  amended  after 
an  affirmative  decision  of  ihe  previoos  queation. 
In  th«  jeor  1798,  when  a  resolution  was  before 
the  Honse  for  pnblialuDg  the  instiTtctions  to,  and 
the  despatches  from  oar  Uinisters  to  the  French 
R«pablic,  the  previonH  question  was  moved  and 
det«rmined  in  the  affirmative ;  and  it  appears 
bj  the  Jonroal  that  immediatAlj  after  sncii  de- 
ciaion,  on  Uie  same  da7,  debate  was  bad  on  the 
main  qnesUon. 

Bat,  air  to  come  to  oar  own  times ;  on  the 
16th  of  December,  180T,  a  conatraotjon  was 
given  to  the  mie,  after  motnre  deliberation,  bj 
ft  large  in^ority  of  the  Honse,  that  the  main 
qnestion  might  l>e  debated,  after  an  affirmative 
decision  of  the  previoos  qnestion.  This  was 
done  on  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Speaker,  "that  after  the  previons  qnestion  is 
called  for  and  determined  in  the  affirmative,  it 
predades  all  debate  on  the  main  qneation." 
The  House  rerersed  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
hj  103  to  11.  A  similar  decifflon  tool:  plac«  on 
the  Sd  of  December,  1S08,  in  tbe  Honse — 101 
to  18.  And,  sir,  I  have  been  nnable  to  find  a 
ringle  decision  of  the  Honse  to  the  oootrorj, 
from  the  first  organization  of  the  Government 
unto  the«Iose  of  the  last  sesaion.  Indeed,  rar, 
the  words  of  the  role  itself,  show  th&t  the  oon- 
etraction,  which  had  so  long  prevailed,  waa  the 
only  true  construction  which  conld  be  given  to 
it.  The  words  are,  and  until  it  (viz :  the  pre- 
vions  qnestion)  is  decided,  "shall  preclude  all 
amendment  and  farther  debate  on  the  main 
qnestion,"  By  which  it  is  evident,  that  amend- 
ment and  debate  of  the  main  question  is  onlj 
sreeJu(fed,nntil  the  previous  qnestion  is  decided, 
Dut  that  after  snoh  decision,  it  was  not  precluded. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Ar.  Gold,) 
and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Nelson,) 
have  truly  stated  that  the  previous  queation  was 
taken  from  the  rules  of  the  British  Parliament, 
and  they  have  likewise  stated  the  reason  of  its 
introduction  into  that  body.  It  was,  sir,  to 
prevent  debate  in  tbe  Honse  of  Commons  upon 
qnestions  of  a  delieaU  natare  with  respect  to 
high  poraonages,  4o,  Tes,  sir,  it  was  introduced 
there  to  enable  the  Ministry  to  prevent  the 
Commoiu  from  opening  their  lips  on  subjects 
relating  to  the  Royal  Family  and  the  great  men 
of  the  realm.  But,  eir,  we  have  gone  fnrtiier 
than  the  Ministry  and  their  mn|orities,  deepotio 
and  tyrannical  as  they  have  been,  have  ever 
dared  to  go  in  Parliament.  For  even  there 
members  are  now,  and  always  have  been,  permit- 
ted todebateon  the  pre  vionsqnestion;  but  which 
members  on  this  fioor  are  not  now  permitted 
to  do.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  nature  of  onr  Govern- 
ment forbids  that  the  minority  should  have  the 
power  to  prohibit  all  debate  on  qnestions  which 
may  come  before  this  House,  we  have  not,  as 
yet^  I  tmst,  any  high  personages  in  this  conntry 
about  whom  it  would  be  indelicate  or  improper 
for  the  Diombera  on  this  floor  to  speak ;  and  let 
me  ask  what  subject  of  national  importance  can 
be  proposed  for  adoption,  on  wht(£  a  member 


should  be  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  speaking 
at  least  once  before  he  gives  his  votet  Nay, 
shr,  let  me  ask  gentlemen  wheUier  this  Hoose 
has  a  right  to  compel  me,  or  any  other  member, 
to  vote  on  any  question,  without  giving  me  an 
opportunity  of  explaining  my  reason  for  that 
vote.  I  deny,  sir,  that  they  have  this  right ;  as 
a  member  of  this  boOy,  I  claim  the  privilege  of 
delivering  my  sentiments,  or  what  I  may  consid- 
er the  sentiments  of  my  constituents,  on  any  sub- 
ject, before  I  give  mj  vote  npon  it.  I  clwm  it 
not,  sir,  for  myself  personally,  but  I  claim  it  in 
the  capacity  of  a  Bepresentaiive  of  a  free  people, 
sent  here,  not  like  a  member  of  the  French 
Oonndl  of  Five  Hundred,  for  the  pnrpose  of 
voting  merely,  but  for  the  purpose  of  delib- 
erating on  subjects  of  high  concern  to  their  peace, 
their  prosperity,  their  happiness.  For  what, 
mr,  are  we  assembled  here  nnder  a  oonstitntion 
the  purest  in  the  world  f  Is  it  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  promoting  "  the  general  welfare"  ot 
the  nation  which  we  r^rescnt }  And  how  ia 
this  to  be  done,  except  by  a  free  communica- 
tion of  our  sentiments  to  each  other,  on  the  va^ 
rions  plans  which  may  be  proposed  for  that 
object)  The  peace,  the  honor,  and  interest  of 
this  conntry  is  confided  to  onr  care,  and  while 
we  are  here  deliberating  on  the  best  means  of 
preserving  the  one  or  secnrins  and  promoting 
the  other,  the  constitution  nas  very  wisely 
thrown  around  us  a  shield  of  complete  Indem- 
nity— "  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  this  House," 
we  are  "not  ta  be  questioned  In  any  other 
place."  Will  then  the  majority  claim  the  right 
of  depriving  a  member  of  this  privilege  of  speech, 
a  privilege  not  only  thns  secured  to  him  by  the 
constitution  itself,  but  for  the  due  exercise  of 
which  he  is  not  to  be  questioned  elsewhere) 
But,  sir,  those  who  oppose  the  amendment  say 
that  the  constrnotion  is  foonded  in  necessity ; 
that  individual  members  have  abused  the  privi- 
lege of  speech ;  that  they  have  heretofore,  and 
probably  will  again,  make  long  speeches  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  delay,  and  of  embarrassing 
the  proceedmgs  of  the  House ;  and  that  there- 
fore the  majority  must  have  it  in  their  power  to 
stop  debate,  whenever  they  think  proper,  and 
that  this  power  will  always  be  exercised  with  a 
sound  discretion. 

I  deny,  sir,  that  any  such  neces^ty  exists;  it 
is  a  plea  eauly  made,  but  genwally  difficult  and 
in  tlUs  case  impossible  to  be  snpported.  Why 
has  it  so  happened  that  this  necessity  has  never 
existed  nntil  tbe  last  session  of  Congress )  Waa 
it  then  for  ^e  first  time,  that  a  division  of  senti- 
ment speared  on  this  floor  7  were  parties  never 
before  heard  of  in  this  country )  Were  not  par- 
ties arrayed  against  each  other  in  1796  on  the 
subject  of  the  British  Treaty,  and  in  l708-'9,  on 
the  qaestion  of  a  war  with  France  1  Were  not 
tbe  disputes  in  this  House,  in  tiiose  times,  as 
long  and  as  bitter  as  they  have  ever  been  since  t 
Those  were  times,  which  have  been  so  often 
quoted  in  this  House  as  hard,  and  unoonstitn- 
tional ;  times  when  the  reign  of  terror  prevail- 
ed, when  corrupt  mt^joritiee,  as  has  been  often 
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said  cm  this  floor,  paased  alien  and  sedition  laws. 
And,  7et,  sir,  with  all  Qie  political  aina  which 
have  been  heaped  Dpon  those  majorities,  the  Bin 
of  having  taken  away  the  priTile^  of  speech  on 
this  floor  never  baa  been,  and  as  I  have  proved 
ttom  the  jonmalB,  never  can  he  laid  to  their 
charge.  This  Hoase,  h7  the  oonatitntion,  haa 
the  power  to  "  determine  the  rotes  of  its  pro- 
ceedings ,"  and  in  making  those  rales,  it  has  the 
right  ^  regulating,  bat  not  of  entirel/  prevent- 
ing Rebate. 

It  wonld  indeed  be  a  stranse  anomaly  in  poli- 
tics, Bsweltaainlaw,  that  nnder  a  general  power 
of  making  mles  of  proceeding,  we  should  make 
«  rale  to  prevent  all  proceedings  whatever. 
Gentlemen  maj  as  well  essnme  ^e  power  of 
preTenting  a  member  from  voting,  as  they  now 
do  that  of  preventing  him  from  apeakins.  I  am 
willing  to  agree,  sir,  that  the  privilege  of  debate, 
on  this  floor,  may  have  been  and  will  a^ia  be 
abnaed ;  that  on  particular  snhjecta  individnal 
members  have  spoken  mnch  longer  than  was 
Deceesary,  and  I  may  add,  also,  with  mnoh  less 
■ense  than  a  majority  might  have  wished ;  and 
in  acme  instances  they  may  have  prolonged  their 
speeches,  merely  for  the  pnrposes  of  delay.  But, 
UT,  will  yon  deprive  a  member  of  the  right  of 
■peaking  at  all,  becanse  he  ia  nnable  to  convey 
bis  ideas  in  few  words,  or  beoanse  he  may  have 
very  few  or  no  ideas  to  convey!  Or  becaose 
some  may  have  spoken  merely  to  delay  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  House,  will  yon  make  a  general 
rule,  by  which  a  member  may  be  wholly  de- 
prived of  the  right  of  speaking?  If  indeed,  sir, 
evils  do  arise  in  consequence  of  the  liberty  of 
speech  in  this  honse,  if  the  bnsineas  of  the  na- 
tion does  not  progress  with  as  mnch  rapidity  as 
in  conntries  nnder  the  control  of  an  inalvidnal ; 
they  are  evils  which  flow  from  the  very  nature 
of  onr  Government,  from  that  freedom  which 
we  so  highly  prize,  and  tttaa  that  very  oonititn- 
tion  which  we  have  sworn  to  support.  80  long 
ss  we  are  men  we  shall  be  imperfect,  we  ahall 
bring  with  Qs  on  this  floor  different  views,  dif- 
ferent ideas  on  political  as  well  as  on  other  sub- 
jeote ;  and  it  would  be  strange  indeed  if  on  the 
varioua  topica  of  national  importance  brought 
before  us  for  discussion,  we  should  not  at  times 
come  into  strong  collision  with  each  other. 

The  qneiition  on  the  amendment  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  Sfl,  nays  7S. 

Mr.  SriNFOBD  moved  to  amend  the  rules  by 
adding  to  the  end  of  the  paragraph  relating  to 
priority  of  business,  the  words  "but  no  qnestion 
of  consideration  shall  be  required  upon  an  origi- 
nal motion ;"  which  was  also  determined  in  the 
n^ative — yeas  80,  nays  66. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Willuks  tbe  said  rnlefl 
were  amended  by  striking  out  the  word  "  five," 
in  the  paragraph  prescribing  tbe  manner  in  which 
tbe  previous  question  shall  be  taken,  and  insert- 
Ingthe  words  "  one-flflh  of  the." 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  concur  in  tlie 
fiaid  rales  aa  amended,  and  determined  in  the 
afflnnalive.* 

*  Tb* -wUdut  nj^tidUon  dT  thB  tbuB  (J  thli  quMtltos  1d- 


Fitn>&T,  December  S7. 

"itr.  Nelboh  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  it 

habitants  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  prajing 

that  the  second  grade  of  Territorial  goTeramtnt 

may  be  extended  to  ijie  inhabitants  of  slid  Tn- 

VoHSAT,  Decembtf  80. 
Bwming  ^tha.Riehmmid  Theatn. 

Soon  after  ^e  Journal  was  read, 

Ur.  Dawson  rose  and  addressed  the  thut. 
The  lowneas  of  his  voice,  owing  to  recent  in- 
disposition prevented  hb  being  heard  disiiixt' 
ly ;  bat  his  observations  were  nearly  asMon: 

Mr,  Speaker — Virginia,  my  parent  Satf,  tm 
long  to  mourn  tbe  loss  of  some  of  her  mu«  nli- 
able  »ona  and  estimable  d(u;ghter3,  who  on  iht 
night  of  tbe  2Gib  of  the  present  montli,  nxt 
their  nntjmely  end.* 

Among  those  who  perished  in  the  flunes,  ii 

le  metropolis  of  that  State,  on  that  sad  ni^ti 
..ere  the  Ohief  Magistrate  of  the  State, audi 
genUemant  well  known  to  many  of  us,  and  wbc^ 
for  years,  held  an  honorable  station  in  thii 
House.  Some  of  the  most  valuable  and  pronu- 
characters  in  their  profea^ona,  and  otbtn 
promised  ere  long  to  be  omamenta  te  tb«i 
oonntry.  With  these,  sir,  was  the  ridng  off- 
apringt  of  one  of  our  present  most  vslusbta 
members,  and  many  other  amiable  and  TinnoiK 
women  who  adorned  and  improved  society. 

These,  sir,  with  many  others,  have  fallen  vio- 
Urns  to  that  unrelenting  element,  uotwithstuid- 
ing  the  bold  and  generous  efibrta  which  iren 
mode  to  save  them. 

Their  aahes  are  now  mingled  with  the  di^ 
and  their  spirits  have  ascended  to  Heaven. 

It  is  to  na  a  great  national  calamity. 

I  well  know,  that  on  such  occa^ona  grict  ^ 
though  keen,  is  nnnvailing — that  the  decreearf 
fate  are  irrevocable  and  ought  to  be  submiltd 
to  with  humility.  In  order,  however,  to  teslh 
ij  the  respect  and  sorrow  which  this  natii* 
feela  for  Uie  deceased,  and  to  prove  tbst  *e 
sympathize  with  tbe  afflicted,  without  farther 

dDlgwl  In  br  ItB  eppoonU  In  Udi  dabMe,  UH  iliMt  d  Iki 
mlltr  vUoh  hu  ilnog  oMiimd,  ud  ktanUDUll;  Hcarrii* 
ithe  HouM  of  IKprtMLUUm;  fcr  the  SemW l««, tl«J 
.joo»rf»dlnlM>liliiglU<gMonlorUi»tbodj.  J""'"™ 
bnnolh  tin  pravloos  quMlioo  bu  beooniB  tbe  regoUr  mff" 
of  logiiliUon,  wid  !•  comUnUy  mwt  by  pirtj  nwl«ifi«"« 
only  lo  praronl  dljcniiion  on  the  mnt  Importtni  mW"» 
)  pnvent  tbiogi  tTom  betng  «ld  irblch  He  Ho»  wj 
jnnlrj  ongbt  to  knoir ;  «nd  "blch,  being  uM,  n*"  » 

iMtn^r.^'deUui  ta'tb.!  (Allowed  ta  ti.  BriM 
*  of  Commons  11  pennlU  ill  tbnt  I.  UKflil.  bJ  "^ 
m  mil  tb«t  1.  linorlng.  Tho  pUlnort  .p.itw  H  "^ 
1  be  BiTM  InfbmiUoD  r  tto  bc«  ta  •ll«««'  ""^  " 
,  to  Info™,  »d  begin.  Iobhot-  Tbe  ImgulB  P^ 
1  Homo,  eterted  In  oougblng  nod  Kreplng,  wUl  P"  ■ 
«  the  lumnitno  of  tb*  moet  wUfol  qieslei. 
it  tb*  burning  of  lh«  Tbentre  el  Eloiooiii 
It.  TsDibbb       t  Hr.  U.  CUfti  dH«lit<i. 
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oomment  cm  this  pamfal  sabjMt,  I  beg  leava  to 
offer  the  followiDg  resolntJOD : 

R—oitmd,  Thkt  the  memben  of  tliis  Hoii»  will 
wear  crapa  od  llie  lefl  ono  for  ona  moDCli,  in  tuti- 
maaj  of  the  rap«ct  end  iottov  vbich  they  feel  for 
tboM  nnforBinste  person!  wl 
th«  ci^  of  Kcbmond,  in  Vir 
Sfith  frf*  the  prewat  month. 

This  r«aolnUon  iraa  DnaQimoiiBlf  tAo^teA. 

Tnisi>i.T,  J&aaarj  7, 1813. 
Statute  of  LimitaUont. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  GHouoir,  the  Hoose  resolv- 
ed itaelf  into  a  committee,  on  a  report  of  the 
Comnuttee  of  Clums  on  the  Bnlject  of  except- 
ing cert^  cl^ma  from  the  act  of  limitations. 
The  report  of  the  committee  being  read,  which 
ooncltiaed  with  a  resolve  that  it  19  iaeipedient 
to  open  the  act  of  limitations  fur  the  claims  ' 


llr,  Gbolson  hoped  the  committee  wonld  not 
agree  to  this  report  Information  had  been  re- 
ceived fVom  the  Treaanrf  Department,  statins 
in  a  Satinet  and  oneqnivocal  manner,  that  all 
this  description  of  claims  (which  were  all  liqui- 
dated claims,  such  as  indents  of  interest,  certifi- 
cates, be,)  might  be  allowed  bj  the  Govern- 
ment, withont  danger  of  fraud  or  imposition ; 
and,  said  Hr.  G.,  if  justice  can  be  extended  to 
this  deecriptjon  of  cl^mantu,  withoct  danger, 
whj  sbonld  it  be  deferred)  Onlj  one  solitar; 
reason  had  been  offered— that  the  persons  real- 
I7  entitled  to  these  claims  npon  Government 
might  not  get  the  monej.  He  hoped  this  would 
not  be  Roffloient  to  prevent  Cong[es3  from  do- 
ing what  was  Just  01^  the  oocasion. 

Mr.  Cui  (the  Speaker)  hoped  the  commit- 
tee would  disagree  to  this  resolution.  It  ap- 
pesn  that  the  officers  of  the  Treasurj  are  of 
opinion  that  provision  may  be  made  for  this 
description  01  cMms  without  that  danger  of 
frand,  which  might  poasibl;  arise  from  a  total 
repeal  of  the  statute  of  limitations ;  that  their 
whole  amonnt  does  not  exceed  $300,000,  and 
the  probability  is,  tliat  one-fifth  will  nev 
applied  for,  shonld  they  be  anthorized 

Cd.  What,  aaid  Mr.  0.,  is  this  statnte  of 
itations,  whioh,  whenever  mentioned  in  this 
^  Honse,  seems  to  make  everybody  tremble?  It 
U  a  general  mle  preecrij^ed  by  toe  Government 
for  the  direotion  of  its  aooonnting  officers  iu 
order  to  exclude  nnjost  claims.  What  are 
■tatntes  of  limitation  as  applicable  to  individual 
cases  I  A  rnle  under  which  individuals  claim 
proteetioa  whenever  they  choose  to  do  so,  and 
when,  from  the  lapse  of  time,  or  loss  of 


limitation  there  are  always  exceptions  in  favor 
irfoaaea  of  disability,  infancy,  coverture,  insani- 
ty, absence  beyond  sea,  Ac  But  what  is  the 
Mnuae  which  an  individual  would  take  who 
fonnd  himself  protected  by  a  statute  of  limita- 
tiont  He  would  examine  the  jastice  of  the 
dum  broo^t  agunst  him ;  if  the  ol^m  were 


Jost,  if  he  had  been  deprived  of  no  evidence  by 
the  delay,  if  as  able  to  pky  it  as  if  it  had  been 
presented  at  an  earlier  day,  he  will  not  hesitate 
to  dischai^  the  dwm,  and  scorn  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  statute.  And,  said  Mr.  0.,  shallthe 
Government  be  leas  willing  to  discharge  its 
just  debts  than  an  honest  individual?  Sb^l  we 
turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  claims  of  individnsls  upon 
Government  because, of  this  statute?  He  trust- 
ed not  The  Committee  of  Claims  ought  to  ex- 
amine the  merit  of  every  claim  which  cornea 
before  it,  and  if  it  be  jnst,  decide  in  its  favor. 
Bat  what,  add  Mr.  0.,  has  been  the  history  of 
clums  for  four  or  five  years  past?  When  a  sol- 
itary claim  was  presented  the  House  would  say, 
we  cannot  le^^ate  npon  individual  cises.  They 
occupy  too  maoh  of  onr  time.  The  claim  ia  pat 
aside.  The  same  individual  some  time  after, 
appears  in  company  with  others.  We  then  say 
there  are  too  many  of  these  claims — their  amount 
is  too  large,  and  the  Treasury  too  poor — that 
there  are  a  great  maoy  Other  clums  equally 
well  founded — that  Justice  cannot  be  done  to 
them  all.  Sometimes  there  is  a  division  be- 
tween the  two  Houses.  This  House  passes  a 
bill  in  favor  of  some  particular  daim — the  other 
tells  yon  they  will  not  legislate  for  particular 
cases ;  that  if  they  act,  they  wish  to  take  np 
the  subject  generaUv.  Mr.  0.  said  it  was  bis 
wish,  both  in  his  pnblio  and  private  character, 
as  far  as  possible,  to  do  jnstice ;  he  therefore 
hoped  the  oonrse  broposed  by  the  Churman  of 
the  Committee  of  ClEuras  would  be  agreed  to. 
The  reeolation  recommended  by  the  report 
was  negatived,  54  to  81 :  and  a  resolution  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  Gold,  recommending  a  provision  by 
law  for  these  claims,  after  some  objections  from 
Mr.  Amoir,  was  a^eed  to,  89  to  8S. 

WsDinsiiaT,  Jannary  8. 
Battle  of  Tippecanoe. 

Mr.  MoKu,  fh>m  the  Committee  on  Indian 
A^rs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message  of 
the  President,  transmitting  two  letters  from 
Governor  Harrison,  reporting  the  particulars 
and  issue  of  the  expedition  under  his  command 
against  the  hostile  Indians  on  the  Wsbash  Giver, 
and  the  memorials  of  the  Legislature  of  (he  In- 
diana Territory,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  who 
served  in  the  said  expedition,  presented  the 
twenty-fourth  ultimo,  made  a  report  thereon ; 
which  was  read  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  GiBDiDitt«e  to  wboin  wh  tefiirred  the  Memgg 
of  the  Pieudent  of  the  United  Stales,  transTnitting 
two  letten  ttnm  Governor  Harrinn,  of  the  Iiuliaiia 
Tenltoiy,  reporting  the  perticolan  end  the  iaaueaf 
'^~  "xpedltion  under  Mb  commuid  ftgninst  the  hostile 
OS  on  the  Webuh,  snd  to  vhom  was  also  re- 
ferred the  memorial  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly  of  the 
Indiana  Territory,  and  the  memorial  of  the  offioeis 
and  Boldteti  of  Uie  mHitla  of  Edoi  toao^,  in  the 
Indiana  Territory,  who  (erred  in  the  late  campaign 
nndei  the  oomnumd  of  Govemar  Harrison,  rep<at  1 
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Hut  tbey  b«<re  had  &e  M*enl  matMn  to  them 
ra&n«d  onder  tbelr  coosideratiaii,  mud  Iuts  given  to 
Aem  that  attcnticHi  which  Ihur  impoitance  iimiiii  to 

It  appevt  to  th«  coDunittM,  that  the  tuxipa  under 
the  command  of  Gorenior  HairiKin  m^  Tfiiy  piop- 
ctIt  be  termed  rub  Iroopi :  verj  few  of  the  omcera, 
and  almoat  none  of  the  men,  had  enr  bean  In  aetoal 
wrvice;  and  a  coniidenble  portion  of  dwni  had  been 
<m]j  a  few  weelu  withdrawn  ftom  the  nniilte  of  civil 
life.  The  attack  made  on  this  qnlcUj-anambled 
anaj  by  Uw  hoatile  lodiani  on  the  Wabaah,  wboi 
viewed,  e1th«  aaitnlates  totheDstareoftheeDeiiif, 
the  time,  or  the  violence  witli  which  the  attat^  waa 
made,  cannot  but  be  coniideied  of  loeh  a  diaiacter 
ai  woiild  have  tartnlj  trated  the  ooUectad  firaunM 
of  the  moat  able  and  ezperienoed  tnx^ia.  lUi  at- 
tack, violent  and  nneipected  ai  it  aeemi  to  have  been, 
wa*  repelled  b;  the  troop*  under  the  command  <i 
Governor  BarriBon,  with  a  gallantly  and  good  con- 
duct wortiiv  of  fntnra  imitation.  The  whole  traiu- 
action,  in  the  ojoniim  of  the  commEttee,  presents  to 
the  American  people  a  new  ^tat  that  the  dannlleB 
mrit  of  our  anceaton,  bj  whom  the  war  rf  the  Rev- 
Mntion  wu  so  ably  and  racceeiAill;  nuuntained,  haa 
not  heen  dimioished  b;  more  than  thirty  yean  of  al- 
moit  nnintemipled  peace,  bnt  that  it  has  been  hand- 
ad  down,  nnimptued,  to  their  poeteii^. 

Li  eatfanatiiig  the  claim*  of  tlie  armv  on  the  Oar- 
Hnment  ofdie  United  Stalea,  it  b  woru;  of  mnaik, 
Oat  the  natnra  of  the  coBOt^,  m  well  aa  of  the  ene- 
ny  to  be  eaeonntered,  ■at^jaoted  the  army  to  many 
extreme  haidahlpa,  and  eqnal  daD|[cn,  where  everj 
tiling  w»a  haaaroed,  and  bat  little  ooold  b«  gMnsd, 
except  the  regard  ofthdrcoantr;. 

The  Toluntecn  and  militia  (to  whose  claima  the 
memoiiala  referred  to  the  coounittee  particalarl;  ni~ 
late)  were  in  actoal  urvice  but  a  abort  timB,  for  whidi 
alone  thej  uE  entitled  to  pay  by  law ;  the  oompenaa- 
tian,  therefore,  to  wbtoh  they  are  endcled,  la  oot  at 
■U  conunennirate  to  the  Mrrice*  rendered,  and  the 
dangers  incorred.  Beodea^  many  of  (he  t^oera  and 
men  irtio  lell,  or  Were  woniided,  in  the  battle  of  the 
Tth  November,  1811,  were  pnrehaaera  of  the  pnbUb 
landa,  for  which  they  were  indebted  to  the  XTnited 
Statee ;  which  debt  faOa  due  in  a  ahort  time,  and  the 
penalty  of  ftRieiture  will  be  inooned  if  the  debt  ia 
not  pud.  It  wonld  be  m^jnat  to  inflict  a  peialfj  n 
•eveio  on  the  diaoonaolate  widow*  and  orphan*  of 
th«M  offioere  and  loldierB  <^  the  volnnteen  aod  mQi- 
tia,  who,  in  common  with  their  brother  officers  and 
Boidiera  of  the  regolar  troopa,  fell  in  their  eonntry** 
canee,  in  a  manner  *o  diatli^aiihedi,  that  notiiing  waa 
wantiiig  bnt  a  great  ocoa^on,  iDtereatlng  to  the  fW- 
inga  of  the  American  people,  to  have  crowned  theii 

Aa  an  evidence,  therefore,  of  the  regard  dne  to  the 
braveij  and  ability  diiplayed  by  the  trocjw  nnder  the 
oomtntnd  of  Garemar  Harriaon,  in  the  battle  of  the 
7th  November,  IBll,  a*  well  aa  to  relieve  ^  repre- 
BontatiTea  ot  those  who  were  killed  in  the  actum, 
from  the  peenniaiy  loasei  inccrred  in  eonsaqnoioe 
there<^  the  conuniMee  ntpeotAilly  anhnut  the  follow- 
ing reeolDticHu: 

1.  Jittolvtd,  That  one  month'*  pay  ought  to  be 
allowed,  in  addition  to  the  common  allowance,  to  the 
oCceia,  (according  to  the  rank  vliich  they  bdd,)  the 
iion-commijuioned  officer*  and  privatea  (J  the  rega- 
lara,  volonteen,  and  militia,  and  to  the  legal  npre- 
wntative*  aftboee  who  were  killed  or  have  ainoedied 
of  thmriroand^  cttnpooingthe  army  onder  the  omn- 


maod  at  Gov.  Harriaon,  in  (he  late  wmpaigB  oi  A> 
Wabaah. 

2.  Xaolied,  That  five  yeartf  half-pay  ongLttot* 
allowed  to  the  legal  rcpreaentaUvea  of  the  Man, 
(according  to  the  rank  irtiich  Aej  bdd,)  the  its- 
conunisomMd  offloera,  and  privatra,  of  the  nloDMen 
and  mtUtia  who  were  killed  in  the  battle  cf  Ac  M 
November,  1611,  at  who  have  tince  died  otHmi 

S.  Rttolttd,  That  ptoviakn  ongfat  to  be  madsti; 
law  to  place  cm  the  poiaioi]  liat  the  oScen,  (aceorl- 
Ing  to  the  rank  which  they  held,)  the  noiMnEunii- 
Bioned  officers,  and  aoldien,  of  the  Tohmlcen  loi 
militia  who  served  in  the  late  campaigs  go  ibt 
WiAaah,  nndar  the  command  cf  Goremor  Hviin, 
and  who  hare  been  wiquded  at  disabled  in  ttis  nil 


4.  SiiclMd,  That  provisJoa  ongfat  to  be  naie  b; 
law  to  pay  for  the  boiMS  and  other  pn^nty  of  in£til- 
dbIs  tost  in,  or  in  canseqaence  of,  the  aid  bailk. 

6.  Retolvtd,  That  the  fnrther  time  of J(« 

ODght  to  be  allowed  to  the  officnv  and  aoUim  ^ 
were  wonoded,  and  to  the  le^  lepreaentsliRt  >f 
those  who  werekilled,  in  the  said  h^tle,  ta  oon^ 
the  payments  due  or  which  may  £>11  doe  to  die  Unt- 
ed  States  on  any  parchaaea  of  the  public  lao^  midi 
\ij  (hem  before  the  said  battle^ 


Thubbd^t,  Juioary  9. 
Uituliiu  N\au  at  2faa  Orleaat. 

The  petdtion  which  the  Speaker  kid  befbn 
the  House  yeeterday,  from  the  Ur^nline  nnnFit 
New  Orleans,  was  enclosed  to  him  and  rewm- 
mended  by  Governor  Olaibome.  It  pr»yed  for 
an  exchiiDge  of  the  military  hoq>ital  for  aome 
lota  which  they  hold  in  that  city  better  calcu- 
lated for  a  hoapitaL  After  the  petition  wwreid, 

Mr.  Bawbob  observed  that  he  bad  received 
a  letter  frwn  Governor  OlaibOTne  relative  to  thit 
petition,  and  in  oonfirmatioa  of  the  facts  there' 
m  stated.  This  commniiity  of  nnns  is  ■  "w* 
respectable  and  nseful  member  of  society,  te 
whole  of  their  temporal  cares  being  diiwrted  to 
the  edncation  of  female  youth.  They  are  tW 
commnnity  which  Bome  years  ago  jBresented  • 
most  elegant  addrem  to  the  then  Pr«Hiden(  cf 
the  United  States,  and  received  from  hhnso 
equally  elepmt  answer. 

I  am  well  ssEvred  that  the  lots  which  tbej 
wish  to  exchange  are  more  valuable,  and  bettM 
snited  for  the  erwtion  of  a  hoapital  than  tbM)  , 
on  which  the  hospatal  now  stands.  I  therewi 
move  tJiat  the  petition  and  accompanying  pa- 
per* be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  whc™ 
no  donbt  converse  with  the  Beoretary  of"" 
on  the  subject. 

This  waa  amwd  to.  and  Mr,  Dawsdh,  k- 
LowNDBs,  and  Mr.  Macoit,  were  s^ipoiDttd  tta 
oommittee. 

Frisat,  Jauoary  17. 

Qjiarterm/MttrU  Department. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for  the  e«t«blish- 

ment  of  a  Qaart«rmaster's  Department"  catM 

op  on  its  third  rea^n^ 
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Mr.  Ai^on  sud,  if  the  Honae  woold  pay 
tentiDii  to  the  dutj_  of  th«  Purveyor  of  Public 


MBT  evident  that  there  was  no  neceseity  for 
^th  office!^  and  it  cert^nlj  van  not  the  wiah 
of  the  HoTwe  to  erect  two  ^eat  departments  '~ 
porform  t^e  same  dntiea.    He  coald  perceive 
w«;  in  which  one  officer  -was  to  be  a  check  □ 
on  the  other.    He  liked  the  bill  as  it  car 
from  the  Senate  better  than  as  amended,  aa  he 
saw  DO  necessity  for  retuning  the  office  of 
Purveyor. 

Ur.  TiixitiDOB  observed,  that  the  great  oh- 
Ject  of  this  bill,  and  the  only  one  which  made 
it  neoMBary,  was  to  provide  for  a  Quartermaster 
General's  pepartment,  instead  of'  military 
8ig«nta,  as  employed  at  present.  There  never 
was  snob  an  officer  in  the  ataff  department  tn 
the  Bevolotionary  war.  The  late  Secretary  of 
War,  AS  well  as  the  present,  were  in  favor  of  this 
change.  The  military  agents,  without  much  re- 
sponsibility, bad  nearly  oontrolled  the  whole 
War  Department  An  attempt  was  made  two 
yean  ago  to  effect  this  change,  bat  it  then 
ailed.  The  offioe  of  Purveyor  of  Public  8np- 
pllBS  was  institnted  long  before  that  of  Military 
Agent.  The  dudes  of  the  Quartermaster  Gene- 
ral and  Purveyor  are  verr  different.  The 
lbrn>er  is  a  highly  respectable  and  confidential 
officer ;  he  is  next  Id  oonseqnenoe  to  the  Oom- 
mander-in-ohlel^  with  whom  be  has  f^nent 
commaolcation.  Every  movement  of  the  Army 
ia  first  oonmrnnieated  to  him.  He  onght  to  be 
a  miBtary  character.  It  is  his  doty  to  reodve 
and  deliver  ont  the  necessary  Raphes  ibr  the 
Army,  and  to  attend  to  its  movements.  The 
duties  of  the  Purveyor  is  to  pnrohase,  under  the 
direetion  of  the  Setretary  of  the  Treasury,  arms, 
clothing,  hospital  stores,  and  eTery  other  article 
Deoeesary  for  the  Army,  80  that  there  is  not 
the  least  rimilaiity  between  the  two  officers ; 
one  being  the  pnrchaiiiiK,  tlie  other  the  dia- 
tribnting  officer.  If  the  office  of  Purveyor 
were  tobe  done  away,  the  Qaartermastor  Gene- 
ral woold  have  to  employ  a  depatv  or  agent  to 
make  theee  pnrchases,  which  wonjd  be  patting 
too  much  in  the  power  of  a  subordinate  officer, 
and  would  do  away  that  check  whiob  wifl  ex- 
ist if  the  Purveyor  be  oontinaed,  as  the  pur- 
chaser and  distributor  of  the  supplies  woald 
be  in  the  same  person.  The  Purveyor  is  also 
the  psrohaaer  of  goods  for  the  Indian  depart- 

Mr.  WiLUAna  rose  to  prevent  any  person 
tW>m  felling  into  the  mistake  which  the  gentle- 
man  from  North  Carolina  appeared  io  have 
done,  by  making  remarks  applicable  to  the 
printed  bill  (a  part  of  which  had  been  struck 
out  and  other  parts  amended)  instead  <^  the 
bill  read  ftom  the  Ohalr,  He  deemed  It  an- 
neccssary  to  add  any  thing  In  reply  to  what 
had  been  so  well  sold  by  toe  gentleman  from 
Connecticut. 

Mr.  AuToK  said  he  had  attended  to  the  bill 
as  read,  and  not  to  the  printed  bUl ;  and  inaist- 


ed  that,  from  the  provirions  of  the  bill,  the 
Secretaiy  of  War  might  direct  the  Purveyor  and 
Quartermaster  to  purchase  the  same  articles.  If 
the  bUl  was  what  the  geatlemaa  from  Connec- 
ticut had  stated  it  to  be,  he  should  not  have 


obiectei 
Mr.  1 


;  but  it 


QunroT  bad  doubts  whether  both  theee 
officers  were  necessary.  There  was  no  such 
officer  as  Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies  during 
the  BevoluUonary  war.  If  it  were  focnd  bere- 
afler  that  another  besides  the  Quartermaster 
General  was  necessary,  he  conid  be  appointed. 
There  ought  certainly  to  be  a  responsibility  at- 
tached to  the  purchase  of  snpplieB,  and  this 
might  be  placed  in  the  Head  of  the  War  De- 
partment or  Quartermaster  General.  He  bod 
not  aufficieni  light  on  the  subject,  to  say  that 
both  these  officers  are  necessary.  He  was  in 
favor  of  the  Mil  as  it  oame  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Blount  said,  that  though  there  was  not  a 
Purveyor  of  Pnblic  Supplies  during  the  Revo- 
Intionary  war,  there  was  a  Clothier,  who  did 
mUcb  the  same  humneas.  If  we  are  going  to 
war,  said  Mr.  B.,  he  did  not  see  how  we  could 
do  without  a  Quartermaster  General ;  and  it 
would  be  improper  for  him  to  become  the  pur- 
chaser of  supplies,  which  it  ia  the  du^  of  the 
Purveyor  to  pnrohase,  becanse,  as  had  already 
been  stated,  there  would  be  no  check  in  the 
budness.  There  must  be  propriety  in  keeping 
the  offices  distinaL 

Mr,  Maoon  observed,  it  was  Impoeaible  to  go 
to  war  without  a  Quartermaster  Genera] ;  hr 
there  is  DO  man  han  so  much  to  do  about  an 
army  as  this  officer.  There  was  always  more 
difficulty  in  settling  the  Qoartenhaster  General's 
aooounts  than  any  other.  The  only  instance 
in  which  a  Quartermaster  General  hoa  to  pur- 
chase sappliea,  is  when,  by  some  miscarriage  or 
accident,  tbe  supplies  from  the  Commiasary  or 
Purveyor  do  not  arrive  in  seasoo.  It  is  neces- 
sary that  anch  a  power  should  be  vested  in  this 
officer,  to  be  used  on  such  eitraordiuarr  occa- 
rions.  As  had  been  stated  by  his  colleague, 
though  there  was  no  Purveyor  daring  the  Re- 
volution,  there  were  clothiers  or  agenta  em- 
ployed in  diflerent  situations,  which  answered 
the  purpose.  The  qoalifications  necessary  for 
the  Qoartermaster  General  and  Porveyor  are 
very  different ;  the  one  ought  to  be  a  soldier, 
the  other  a  merchant. 

The  bill  passed  by  a  large  majority. 

Ifaval  ^tablithmenU 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  concerning  tbe  Naval 
Eatablishment. 

Mr.  OnKvia,  the  Ch^rman  of  the  Navy  Com- 
mitter moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  first  sec- 
tion of  tlt6  bill  with  "  four  hundred  and  eighty 
thousand  dollars,"  and  said  be  briieved  it  to  be 
his  duty  at  this  time,  to  disclose  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  the  viewa  and  motives  of 
the  select  committee  in  reporting  the  bill.  Mr, 
C.  said,  I  consider  this  entgect  as  one  of  the 
most  important  tiut  can  be  brought  bebre  this 
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EooBO ;  aa  a  great  qnesdoD,  iDTohring,  to  a ' 
rid«reb1e  eztCDt,  the  &t«  of  b  species  m  oatioiiBl 
defence  the  most  eMential  and  neceasary  to  the 
intereatH  of  this  ooDiitrj.  I  knov,  «aid  Mr.  C., 
how  many  and  how  stroDg  are  the  prejndicea, 
how  Damerons  and  how  deeply  Isid  are  the 
errorB  which  I  have  tt»  encounter  in  the  discus- 
faaa.  at  this  question ;  errors  and  pr^adices  the 
more  formidable,  Bs  the;  come  recommended  by 
the  Tirtnes,  and  shielded  by  the  estimable  mo- 
tives of  those  who  indulged  them.  I  have  been 
told  that  this  anblect  is  nnpopolar,  and  it  has 
been  not  indiatiootly  hinted,  that  those  who  be- 
come the  zealoos  advocatea  of  the  bill  will  not 
advance  by  their  exertions  the  personal  estima- 
tion in  which  they  maybe  held  by  their pobt- 
ical  associates.  I  will  not  do  my  political 
friends  the  i^jnetice  to  believe  tbat  Uiese  exer- 
tions will  dimialsh  tlieir  confidence;  bnt,  could 
I  think  otherwise,  I  hope  I  shall  never  be  di- 
verted from  a  faithful  discharge  of  my  doty  by 
considerations  of  this  kind.  I  wish  to  lead  no 
man,  and  I  am  determined  not  to  be  blindly 
led  hy  any  man.  In  aotbg  with  a  party,  I  do 
so,  becanse  I  adopt  their  leading  prindples  and 
politics  as  the  best,  and  becanse  Ibelleves  ^™ 
the  Qatnre  of  free  Qovemtnent.  it  is  necessary 
BO  to  act  to  give  efficiency  to  tne  exertions  of 
any  individual ;  bat  I  do  not  feel  myself  there- 
fore, bonnd  to  renonnoe  my  deliberate  opinions 
on  all  the  great  interests  of  the  nation,  Or  to 
take  no  independent  part  in  the  exertions  of  the 
party  to  which  I  belong.  I  sincerely  believe 
that,  if  this  in&mt  Naval  Establishment  bo 
rither  abandoned  or  pat  down,  the  party  who 
now  form  the  m^ority  in  this  Hoose,  and  in  the 
ooontry,  may  ran  great  risk  of  becoming  the 
minority,  not  only  within  these  walls,  hat  in  the 
nation. 

It  has  been  said,  by  a  strong  and  lively  figure 
of  rhetoric,  that  this  conntty  is  a  great  land 
Animal,  which  should  not  ventnre  into  the 
water.  But  if  you  look  at  its  broad  high  back, 
the  Allegbanies,  and  its  great  mdee  eweilins  to 
the  east  and  to  tbe  west,  where  do  yon  find  its 
imQiense  limbs  terminate  t  Kot  on  some  gi«at 
plun  which  bsa  been  formed  for  their  recefi- 
tion,  bat  in  two  great  oceans,  the  Padfio  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  Atlantic  on  the  other. 
The  figure  explains  the  trae  interests  of  the 
oountiT,  in  tie  inseparable  union  and  necessary 
dependence  of  agricuJtiire  and  oommerce.  The 
God  of  Natare  did  not  give  to  the  United  States 
a  coast  of  two  thousand  miles  in  extent,  not  to 
be  nsed.  No;  it  was  intended  by  this  bonnty 
to  make  as  a  great  commercial  people ;  and 
shall  we  nngratefully  r^ect  the  eigoyment  of 
his  unexampled  beneficence  t  No,  it  has  not 
and  will  not  be  neglected.  A  great  portion  of 
our  people  exist  but  npon  the  ocean  and  its 
fruits.  It  has  been  eloquently,  and  not  less 
truly  than  eloquently,  said,  that  "  the  ocean  is 
their  farm,"  and  it  mnst  and  will  be  protected. 
But  how  is  this  protection  to  be  afforded  t  I 
will  endeavor  to  prove  that  it  can  be  done,  and 
done  most  cheaply  and  eflbotoally  by  a'  naval 


force ;  and  if  I  succeed  in  this,  I  shall  hope  lor 
the  concnrrence  of  the  cranmittee.  So  frofo- 
sition  appears  to  me  more  true  or  more  obTioia, 
than  that  it  is  only  by  a  naval  force  thst  our 
commerce  and  our  nentral  rights  on  tbe  dc«u 
can  be  protected.  We  are  now  going  to  nr 
for  the  protection  of  these  rights;  bot  in  whit 
way,  and  under  what  circomstancest  Tbe 
mode  is  altogether  accidental,  and  not  fonndid 
on  tbe  permanent  relations  or  means  of  dw 
country.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  coDdem 
the  coDTse  which  has  been  taken.  It  bM  biJ 
my  hesrty  concurrence,  end  my  lealous,  tiioii^ 
feeble,  support  I  hope  it  may  be  altogete 
effectual ;  and  I  believe  it  will  infiiot  a  vomid 
which  will  be  felt  with  poimancy.  But  it  it 
notwithstanding,  partial  and  accidentsl;  fbr.If 
Great  Britain  had  not  tbe  Canadas  on  our  iat- 
ders,  how  could  we  attack  or  renst  her,  tnaed 
as  we  aret  If  we  poasees  oorselves  of  tht 
Canadae,  and  this  we  shall  certainly  do  in  tiw 
event  of  war,  how  and  where  ah^  we  lltti 
continue  tbe  war  without  a  naval  forcel  T« 
shall  suffer  the  evils  of  war,  without  iniictiiR 
any  of  tliem  on  the  et^emy.  We  cannot  uai 
onr  regulars  or  oor  volnnteen  on  the  oceu. 
Does  it  not  then  result,  inevitably,  ta  the  die- 
tate  of  oommon  pradence,  that  we  ehoold,  m 
soon  as  possible,  commence  onr  naval  prepin- 
tions  t  The  Naval  EstabUahment  of  tbe  UuiUd 
States  has  been  heretofore  so  mach  ue^tcud, 
that  it  is  at  present  in  a  state  of  lamenlKile  ds- 
preeeioti ;  and  the  qaeation  now  is,  whether «« 
will  anffer  it  to  go  down  entirely,  or  attempt  to 
raise  it  up  to  some  degree  of  respeclsbi%. 
Some  genuemen  say,  "  if  yon  had  a^^  for  lu 
more  tnan  the  reparation  of  the  frigates  in  or- 
dinary,  we  might  have  granted  yoor  requttt." 
But,  for  mysell,  I  would  not  thiank  any  gailit- 
man  for  this  conoes^on.  The  select  conunilUe 
conceived  it  to  be  their  dnty  to  bring  the  ques- 
tion fully  before  the  House  in  the  shape  ii 
which  they  have  exposed  it.  Not  to  tsk  mem' 
ly  what  it  woold  do  to  assist  hy  navsl  oo-tnen- 
ion,  in  the  first  efforts  of  the  contempkeJ 
itruggle,  bat  principally  what  it  wodd  ^ 
towards  eetablisbing  and  perpetuating  a  it- 
lipectable  naval  force  for  the  protection  of  those 
important  rights  of  the  people,  which  are,  «^ 
must  continoo,  exposed  npon  the  ooeaik  Ibeif 
determination  was  plainly,  candidly,  and  bol^ 
ly  to  speak  to  the  House,  and  through  it  to  tbe 
nation,  on  tbia  great  queation,  and  leave  its  fil* 
to  the  wisdom  of  the  one  and  the  good  eeue  of 
the  other. 

That  a  respectable  Naval  Zatahlishmait  if- 
lords  the  only  effectual  means  of  canaug  on 
oommercial  nghta  to  be  rgspected,  will,  «  • 
general  proposilioii,  be  denied  by  few  penon^ 
if  any,  Bot  ita  adoption  by  os  is  deemed  'mr 
proper  by  those  who  oppoee  it,  on  the  F*"™ 
of  the  enormous  expense  which,  it  is  said,  tb* 
esUbhshment  will  necessitate,  and  the  iuslnli? 
of  the  nation,  by  any  force  which  it  can  lae- 
vide,  to  resist,  with  effect,  the  immense  n»nl 
power  of  Great  Britain.    Is  it  not  sorprtstBg 
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that  ao  much  prejudice  sbonld  exist  against  this 
tttablishmeDt  on  acconnt  of  ite  expensiveness, 
when  it  is  ascertained  tbat,  during  tlie  whole 
eighteen  years  of  its  existence,  from  1764  to 
1B11,  inclosive,  it  has  cost  the  GoTemment 
onJj  t2T,l7S,fl95?  I  am  afraid  I  shaU  be  tfr 
diou^  because  the  onlj  way  in  which  I  hope 
to  bring  oonviction  home  to  the  minda  of  the 
House,  is  by  entering,  irith  minateness  and  pre- 
dsioD,  into  a  dry  detail  of  flgores  and  alate- 
mcntfl;  but  the  necessity  of  the  case  mnst  be 
my  apology  for  the  course  which  I  shall  take. 
If  the  Hoosa  shall  have  foil  confidence  in  my 
statements,  much  will  be  gained  to  the  argu- 
ment; for  it  will  be  difBontt,  If  not  impossible, 
for  the  hearer  to  follow  me  throngh  an  exami- 
nation of  these  detaila,  as  the  argoment  pro- 
ceeds. For  this  confidence,  therefore,  I  will 
Tentore  to  hope.  I  believe  the  statements  on 
which  1  rely  to  be  accurate,  as  far  as  accnraoy 
it  material  b>  the  disou^on.  I  will  state  them 
with  candor,  and,  when  I  have  concdnded,  I 
will  pnt  them  into  the  hands  of  gentlemen  who 
may  wish  to  examine  them  for  their  own  aatia- 
&ction,  or  to  refnte  them.  The  average  annual 
expense  of  this  establishment,  so  mncli  censored 
fbr  its  wasteful  and  improvident  management, 
has  hot  httle  exceeded  |1,600,000,  whi(£  is  not 
much  more  than  twice  the  amount  of  the  osua! 
annual  appropriation  for  oar  economical  Civil 
Ust.  It  has  been  generally  enppoeed  that  it 
has  been  mnch  more  expensive  than  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment,  bnt  I  will  show  that  this  is 
not  really  the  case.  The  expense  of  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment,  fW)m  ITei  to  1811,  incln- 
sivej  has  bean  (37,641,669,  giving  on  annual 
average  of  |1,700,000,  or  $300,000  per  annnm 
more  than  that  of  the  Navy.  It  thns  appears 
that,  in  the  gross  amonnt,  as  well  as  in  " 
annoal  expenditure,  the  Army  has  been  i 
expensive  than  the  Navy.  Compare,  too,  the 
services  of  the  Army  with  those  of  the  Navy, 
and  it  will  be  fonnd  that  those  of  the  latter 
have  be«n  most  useful  and  moat  honorable  tc 
the  nation.  I  know  of  no  service  of  this  char- 
acter which  the  Army  has  performed,  except 
the  defeat  of  the  Indians  by  General  Wayne, 
and  the  late  gallant  affair  on  the  Wabash.  The 
Navy,  in  the  contest  with  France  in  1798,  were 
victorious  wherever  it  enconntered  an  enemy, 
and  probably  laid  the  foundatjon  of  the  snbse- 

Sent  accommodation  with  that  nation.  In  the 
^iterranean,  its  exploits  gave  a  name  U 
eoaatrj  throughout  Eorojie;  humbled,  i 
unexampled  manner,  the  piratical  and  barbarous 
(be,  and  crowned  itself  with  a  reputation  for 
intrepidity  and  heroism,  which  had  not  been 
exceeded  by  the  exploits  of  any  nation,  and 
which  must  go  down  to  a  distant  posterity.  I 
mean  not,  by  this  comparison,  to  say  any  thing 
Itguiioua  to  the  Army,' bat  only  to  declare  that 
ja'e&renoe  to  which  I  think  the  naval  services 
of  the  country  are  entitled.  Admitting,  if  it 
be  deared,  that  the  Navy  has  heretofore  occo- 
uoned  an  expense  not  warranted  by  its  force  ( 
its  servicM;  and  I  cannot  deny  but  that^  irp> 


variety  of  oanses,  the  expense  may  have  been 
nnecessorily  great;  an  argument  cannot  thence 
be  fairly  drawn  against  its  future  use — the  con- 
trary is  thq  fair  conclusion.  Past  errors  lay  the 
foundation  of  future  improvement.  It  was  thus 
the  greatest  orator,  and  one  of  the  greatest 
statesmen  of  antiquity,  reasoned.  The  great 
Athenian  orat^ir,  when  rousing  his  countrymen, 
by  his  impetuous  eloquence  to  rewet  the  ambi- 
tion of  Philip,  declued  that  it  was  on  their 
pastmisoonduct  that  he  built  hishigheet  hopes; 
for,  sfdd  he,  "  were  we  thus  distreread,  in  spite 
of  every  vigorous  effort  which  the  honor  of  our 
State  demanded,  there  were  then  no  hope  of 
recovery,"  So  may  we  reason  in  this  case ;  for 
had  these  eitraordinarv  expenses  been  the  re- 
sult of  good  economy,  tnen,  indeed,  would  their 
diminution  be  hopeless;  but,  as  they  have  pro- 
ceeded from  a  wasteful  or  nnskiliul  expendi- 
ture, the  remedy  will  be  found  in  a  reform  of 
the  abuse;  to  ^ect  this  reform,  is  the  duty  of 
Congress.  Bnt  it  has  not  only  been  less  ex- 
pensive than  the  Army,  but  it  may  be  proved, 
as  the  committee  have  declared  in  their  report, 
that  "a  naval  force  within  due  limits  and  under 

S roper  regolatioas,  will  constitute  the  cheapest 
efence  of  (he  nation."  This  will  be  partly 
proved  by  a  comparison  between  the  expense 
of  the  permanent  fortifications  of  our  maritime 
frontier  and  that  of  an  adequate  naval  defence. 
The  experience  of  modem  naval  warfare  has 
proved  that  no  fortifications  can  prevent  the 
passage  of  ships  of  war.  The  present  fortifica- 
tions of  our  maritjme  frontier,  though  they  are 
more  numerous  and  better  than  they  have  been 
at  any  other  period  in  our  history,  cannot  pre- 
vent an  inconsiderable  naval  force  from  laying 
many  of  our  towns  in  ashes.  Indeed,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  no  fortifications  which  can  he  erect- 
ed will  afford  a  complete  protection  agdnst 
such  attacks,  while  thdr  expense  would  be  op- 
pressive to  tne  nation.  The  city  of  New  York 
alone,  if  completely  fortified,  would  require  a 
further  expenditure  of  three  millions  of  dollars, 
and  a  garrison  of  ten  thousand  men,  and  then 
might  be  lud  in  ashes  by  four  or  five  seventy- 
fours.  Bnt  we  have  a  coast  of  two  thousand 
miles  to  protect,  the  expense  of  which  could 
not  be  home  by  the  nation.  A  better  defence 
would  be  furnished  by  snob  a  naval  force  as 
would  give  you  a  mastery  in  the  American  seas, 
and  at  home  much  less  expense. 

The  superior  cheapness  of  naval  defence 
seems  to  me  to  be  satisfactorily  established, 
and  I  am  next  to  prove  that  the  force  proposed 
— I  mean  twelve  sevens-fours  and  twenty 
frigates — are  sufficient  to  protect  us  in  our  own 
seas,  and  defend  our  ports  and  harbors  against 
the  naval  power  of  Great  Britain.  The  first 
evidence  that  is  offered  in  support  of  this  pro- 
position, is  the  opinion  of  i^vol  men ;  and  if 
the  representations  of  any  man  may  be  relied 
upon  with  confidence,  so  for,  at  least  as  that 
they  are  not  founded  in  deception,  I  believe 
those  of  a  sailor  may  be.  By  naval  men,  I 
have  been  assured  that  this  foroa  is  adequate  to 
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^e  object  propoaed.  It  ia  impoffiible  tor  me 
to  state  witn  accnracj,  or  in  'a  maimer  calcu- 
lated to  give  a  dae  impreMiMt  of  them,  all  the 
reasons  wbich  they  offer  in  sopport  of  their 
opiaioD,  but  among  them  are  thorn  detailed  in 
the  report  of  the  aeteot  oommittee.  Indeed, 
thej  advance  the  opinion,  and  sapport  it  with 
rea!>ona,  the  error  dt  which,  if  they  be  errone- 
ous, I  am  nnable  to  discoTer,  that  it  will  Maire 
the  enemy  to  empW  a  triple  foroe  to  put  him- 
self oa  a  footingof  eqoali^  with  that  of  the 
United  States.  Their  reasons  are,  as  nearly  as 
I  can  Btate  them,  these :  there  mnat  be  station- 
ed on  onr  coast,  at  any  given  time,  an  equal 
force ;  this  force  ctnuot  be  fitted  oot,  nnlees 
with  great  disadvantage  to  the  service  in  point 
(tf  expense,  and  In  respect  to  the  health  ot  the 
crew,  for  much  more  than  three  months'  service. 
An  equal  force  mnst  be  pot  in  regoimtion  and 
kept  in  readiness  to  relieve  that  on  the  statioo- 
Bnt^  as  all  the  equipments  of  the  enemy  mnst 
be  made  in  Eorcqie,  the  force  destined  to  relieve 
the  first  must  be  despatched  by  the  time  the 
first  may  be  supposed  to  have  arrived  on  oar 
coast,  became  it  will  be  neceBsary,  at  a  period 
as  early  as  the  arrival  of  the  second,  for  the 
first  to  ratnm ;  bat  the  first  oonld  not  proceed 
to  Europe,  be  eqnipped,  and  retnm  to  relieve 
the  second  in  time ;  and  therefore  a  third  equiv- 
alent force  is  neceasaiT,  and  thus  three  times 
the  force  of  the  United  Statee  mnat  be  employed 
by  the  enemy  to  place  himself  on  a  footing  of 
eqnality  with  it  History  may  be  resorted  to, 
with  oonfidanoe,  to  prove  that  neither  Great 
Britun,  nor  any  other  nation,  baa  ever  been 
able  to  station,  for  any  length  of  time.  In  dis- 
tant seas,  a  force  equal  to  that  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  naval  men,  is  snffloient  to  accmnplish 
the  objects  proposed  by  the  committee — the 
dominion  of  the  American  se^  and  the  defence 
of  onr  porta  and  harbors.  Inere  is  one  &ct 
which,  above  all  others,  shows  the  inability  of 
Great  Britain  to  keep  a  large  fleet  on  oar  coaaL 
From  the  frozen  regions  of  the  North  to  the 
Isthmus  of  Darien,  she  has  not  a  port  fit  for 
naval  equipment  or  repair,  except  Halifax;  and 
a,  as  the  opponents  of  the  Navy  seem  to  t:!iinfc 
certain,  ana  I  hope  their  opinions  may  be  real- 
laed,  we  shall,  in  the  event  of  war,  deprive  her 
of  that,  she  will  be  without  the  means  of  re- 
pairing a  disabled  veesel  in  onr  seas.  Under 
such  circmnstances,  any  thing  but  temporary 
service  would  be  ntterly  impracticable. 

But,  said  Mr.  C,  on  the  snbject  of  the  Blitiah 
naval  force,  there  is  great  misconception.  The 
high-sonnding  number  of  a  thousand  ships  appals 
the  mind,  and  an  examination  of  its  actual  force, 
and  the  nnmerous  reqnisitions  which  are  made 
npon  it,  ia  nsnallj  rejected  as  an  idle  labor.  Let 
this  examination  be  made,  and  at  least  some 

Snrt  of  the  term  wbich  it  excites  will  vaniah. 
f  the  eight  himdred  and  thirty-three  ships 
which  Great  Britam  bad  in  commisdon  In  1801, 
and  she  never  had  more,  it  is  believed  there 
were  only  three  himdred  and  eighty-three  that 
exceeded  the  size  and  oapadty  of  the  targe  pri- 
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a  that  will  probably  be  fitted  oat  t^Oe 
IS  of  the  United  States,  in  the  evmt  vl 
Of  tbis  last  number,  there  were  one  ImB- 
dred  and  forty-two  of  sixty-four  gun^  ud 
above ;  twenty-two  between  fifty  and  siitj 
gaia;  one  hnndred  and  fifty-six  between  tlrii^ 
two  and  forty-foor;  and  sixty-three  belTMi 
twenty  and  tUrty  guns.  The  remainder  rfthi 
.  commission  consisted  of  ooe  hnodnd 
ity'fonr  sloops,  one  himdred  and  fbrlj- 
one  gnn-veasels,  and  one  hnndred  and  thnCT 
hired  vessels.  These  hired  vessels  are  snd 
ila,  of  from  fonr  to  ten  gnns,  which,  it  ■ 
ved,  are  only  employed  for  revenue  par 
poses.  Thia  review  and  enameration,  I  tan 
no  donbt,  proves  the  actual  force  of  the  mtj 
of  Great  Britun,  however  great  it  really  ii,  to 
be  much  inferior  to  the  impreaaion  almost  uni- 
versally received,  team  the  hi^-sounding  boat 
of  her  thousand  ships.  Nor  baa  the  actual  foM 
of  the  British  navy  been  more  misoisnind 
than  the  application  of  it  The  codidiob  im- 
pression is,  Uiat  the  Government  can  diiectto 
any  given  point  almost  an  nnlimited  number  i' 
ships.  Bnt  if  thia  deloave  impresnon  be  n- 
raoved,  it  will  be  found  that,  notwithstan^ 
the  greatneas  of  the  force,  the  points  to  wfalci 
it  mnst  be  destined  are  so  numerous  and  dis- 
persed as  to  put  it  all  in  requisition.  Tt^l 
win  prove  by  refterenoe  to  the  distribution  J 
her  fleets  in  1801.  [Here  Mr.  C.  read  a  stals- 
ment  of  the  force  and  distribntionof  theSritoh 
fleet  at  that  time.]  From  which  of  these  sti- 
tiona,  aaid  Mr.  0.,  could  she  have  spared,  vidi 
safety  and  prudence,  a  portion  of  the  fiiwe  em- 
ployed? Oonld  ahe,  from  all,  have  stationed 
and  contin&ed  in  oar  seas  a  force  which  wooU 
have  been  equal,  under  the  disadvantages  vhidi 
have  been  pointed  out,  to  twelve  seveaiy-iixui 
and  twenty  frigates!  How  much  less  *oiild 
ahe  have  been  able  to  have  furnished  a  (ate 
which  would  be  anperior  to  a  naval  anniment 
whose  expense  should  eqnal  that  of  the  militwj 
preparations  of  the  present  year  I  Bnt  it  m^ 
be  said,  that  the  ships  which  Great  Britain  b«i 
in  ordinary  would  be  more  than  equal  to  a]? 
increase  which  any  oircnmBtancea  wonld  re- 
quire. This  might  be  troe,  were  her  aeuv 
nnlimited  in  numbers,  and  her  pecuniary  r«- 
abnrces  inexhaustible;  bnt  both  are  linute^ 
and  BO  most  be  her  naval  armament.  To  fit 
out  vessels  which  she  has  in  ordinary,  wooH 
require,  within  a  few  thoosand,  all  the  seamai 
in  her  merchant  service,  and  anch  an  additiia 
to  her  annual  eipenditnre,  as  the  nation  ndtbc 
wonld  nor  oonld  bear.  The  true  object  of  i* 
quiry  to  ascertain  her  efficient  power  is,  »W 
number  of  veaels  ia  she  practically  able  to  ke*? 


,  and  the  answer  may  b 
in  a  shape  the  most  unfavorable  to  my  «^ 
ment,  yet  confirmatory  of  it,  in-tbe  eiaoipl«« 
iSOl,  the  year  which  I  have  selected  for  ilhs- 
tration,  when  it  is  confidently  believed  b« 
equipment  was  greater,  combming  force  vA 
nnmoei^  thsB  at  any  othw  period  rf  her  ha- 
tory, 
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Bat,  while  it  is  oontended  b;  some  that  It 
win  not  be  ia  the  power  of  the  natioa  to  eetmb- 
lish  an  effective  navfJ  fbroe,  there  are  otlierB 
who  are  oppOHed  to  it,  lest  we  beoome  too  great 
a  DAval  power.  The;  feex  that  oar  fleets  will 
cover  the  ooeaD,  aod  seekius  viotor;^  on  all  lite 
opporite  shores  of  the  AUa&tib,  iuTolve  the 
nation  in  oppreaeiTe  ezpenses,  and  in  wanton 
and  habitual  wars.  Sdoh  ottjeota  are  certainly 
not  ooDtemplated  b;  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee; Dor  can  aaoh  events  posubl;  happen,  as 
long  «fl  we  remain  a  free  people.  The  coro- 
nittee  have  recommended  snoh  a  navy  as  will 
giva  to  the  United  States  an  asoendenoy  in  the 
American  seaa,  and  protect  their  ports  and 
harbors.  The  people  will  never  bear  the  estab- 
liabment  of  a  greater  force  than  these  o^ects 
rmnire.  The  reasons  which  forbid  Great 
Britain,  or  laj  other  Eoropean  power,  to  station 
large  neeta  on  onr  seas,  will  eqnall;  forbid 
«B  to  cronthe  Atlautio,  or  go  into  distant  seas, 
for  the  pnrpoee  of  frequent  or  habitaal  wars. 

But  a  navy  is  said  to  be  antt-repablioan,  be- 
oame  it  was  (^posed  bj  the  R^nblioans  in 
ITMl  I  ^tprehend,  however,  that  it  was  then 
objected  to,  not  beoante  it  was  aoti-repoblioaD 
in  itself^  hot  becaose  the  Bapablioaiis  of  that 
time  believed  it  was  to  be  emiJojed  for  im- 
proper otgecta ;  becaose,  whUe  it  was  noneoes- 
tmry  at  the  time,  it  was  en  tnch  a  natore  as  oolj 
fitted  it  for  the  time,  beOKise  it  was  part  of  a 
system  which  embraced  nnneoessarj  armies  and 
nnneoeasary  taxes  and  loans,  to  continne  a  war 
beyond  the  joat  objects  of  war^  a  war  which, 
to  use  the  language  of  the  day,  was  to  be 
wa^  by  every  man,  woman,  and  child,  in  the 
natHW,  to  whidi  we  are  opposed. 

We  are  told,  also,  that  navies  have  mined 
every  nation  that  has  employed  tbem ;  and 
England,  and  Holland,  and  Venice,  and  other 
nationB,  have  been  mentioned  as  ezamplea. 
The  vaat  debt  of  Great  Britain  is  decJared  to 
be  among  tiia  pemidons  frnits  of  her  Naval 
Establishment  This  I  deny.  Her  debt  has 
grown  ont  of  her  profose  rabsidiea,  and  her 
absnrd  wars  on  the  land.  Though  the  min, 
wluch  is  sapposed  to  threaten  England,  iaab- 
tribnted  to  her  navy,  it  is  obvions  that  her  navy 
alone  has  saved  and  still  saves  her  IVom  rnin. 
Without  it  she  most,  long  sinoe,  have  yielded 
to  the  power  of  France  her  independence  and 
her  liberties.  We  are  told  that  the  same  wealth 
which  she  has  expended  in  sapporting  her 
navies  wonld  have  been  em^loyeo  more  profit- 
ably for  the  nation  in  the  improvement  of  its 
agricoltnre  and  mannfaoture^  and  in  tiie  eatab- 
IMunent  of  canals  and  roads,  and  other  internal 
Improvemente.  But  experience  u  better  than 
theory.  Let  ns  compare  England  with  nations 
which  have  no  navie^  or  comparatively  inoon- 
iiderable  navies.  The  nationa  of  the  Continent 
of  Eorope  are  withont  saoh  overgrown  and 
ntinoDS  Kaval  Establiahments,  bat  do  yon  there 
find  the  highest  improvements  in  agricnltare, 
tbs  most  flonriBhing  manafaatnres,  or  the  best 
roods  and  canals  I  No,  it  is  in  this  naticMi,  that 
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has  been  ruined  by  her  navy,  that  you  find  all 
these  improvements  most  perfect  and  moet  ei' 
tended.  I  mean  not  either  to  be  the  panegyrist 
of  England;  hnt  these  trntbs  may  be  dedared 
for  onr  instruction,  withont  suppreedng  the 
feelings  excited  by  the  wrongs  she  has  done  ds. 
England  has  not,  then,  I  conclude,  been  de- 
stroyed or  impoverished,  bnt  preserved  and 
enriched,  by  her  navy.  Was  Holland  rained  by 
her  uavyt  No;  sarroonded  by  the  great 
powers  of  the  oontiuent,  with  a  population  not 
exceeding  2,000,000  of  sonls,  she  protected  and 
secnred  her  independence  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury, Bgwnst  her  powerful  neighbors,  by  means 
of  her  commercial  riches,  which  vers  cherished 
and  defended  by  her  naval  power.  Did  Venice 
owe  her  decline,  or  fall,  to  her  navy  I  While 
the  neighboriog  Italian  States  were  subdued, 
jeai  after  year  changing  their  masters  and  their 
tyrants,  she  long  oontinned  to  ride  triumphant- 
ly amidst  the  etorjo,  -independent,  and  in  a 
great  degree,  free.  It  was  her  naval  ena  oom- 
mertdal  power  which  made  her  rich  and  great, 
and  seonred  her  existence  as  a  Btate  so  long. 
Look  even  at  the  little  Repuhtie  of  Genoa,  whose 
inbabitaota,  bnt  for  its  commerce  and  its  navy, 
wonld  scarcely  ever  have  possessed  "  a  looalhabi- 
tation,"or  "a  name!"  Bnt  I  must  have  ex- 
haosted  the  patienoe  of  the  Eonae,  I  will  there- 
fore conclude  the  observations  which  I  pro- 
posed a  to  make  on  the  general  merits  of  the 
question. 

Satubd.1t,  Janosjy  IB. 
Ifaval  Eitabliihrnent. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  Into  a  Cmn- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  Navy  hill ;  when 
Mr.  Cnavas  finished  his  speech  in  fsvor  of  ths 
bill,  as  ^ven  in  fiiU  in  preceding  pages. 

llr.  Se'<;bsbt. — I  rise  under  a  pressure  of 
more  than  ordinary  embarrstismentr— pritdenoe 
on  one  band  bids  me  shrink  fh)m  the  task 
which  J  am  about  to  undertake ;  whilst  on  the 
other  hand,  a  conscious  duty  impels  me  to  en- 
gage in  the  aonsideration  of  the  question  now 
before  the  honorable  committee.  My  friend 
irom   South   Carolina  (Mr.   Ciocvks)  says  this 

Siestion  is  all  important  to  this  nation ;  in 
is  I  perfeotiy  coincide  with  him,  and  there- 
fore cannot  rest  satisfied  with  a  mere  vote  on 
this  ooca^on.  Sir,  it  is  not  my  intention  to 
follow  the  gentleman  &om  South  Carolina 
through  all  the  windings  of  the  labyrinth  into 
which  he  has  ventured  to  penetrate.  I  will  not 
pretend  to  chase  reason  on  the  wing. 

I  will  not  [urticalarly  follow  the  gentleman 
in  his  compariaou  of  the  Army  and  Naval  Es- 
tablishments of  the  United  States.  He  has 
stated  to  us  that  the  Army  has  cost  this  nation 
much  more  tiian  the  Navy ;  he  ooncludes  we 
ought  to  be  eqnally  liberal  in  onr  appropriations 
for  both  tfaeee  purposes.  Sir,  1  perceive  no 
reason  in  this  assertion.  Some  gentiomeu  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  may  say,  that  we 
have  been  lavish  in  otir  m>poprialioiiB  for  an 
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timj;  even  admitting  that  In  tbla  reepeot  we 
hare  beMi  liberal  to  extraTsganoe,  it  nirely  can- 
not be  inferred  that  we  ehonld  make  onndvea 
donblj  gnilt^  of  this  charge.  I  will  agree  to 
make  appropriationa  for  theeataUiHhing  a  nary 
for  the  United  States.  The  genUeman  from 
Sonth  Carolina  baa  told  oa,  that  when  Uie  war 
which  we  are  about  to  wage,  diall  be  over,  our 
Arm;  will  leave  oa.  Sir,  I  am  h^ip7  ^  ^^^ 
that  on  Buch  an  event  the  militair  will  be 
readilj  disbanded — a  dread  of  the  oontrarj  gave 
mnch  nneasinea  to  manv  a  few  daja  since — tlua 
ia  Just  what  we  wish  alionld  take  place.  On 
the  other  hand,  aud  he,  "yonrprond  'Skvy" 
will  remun.  It  ia  for  tlii«^  with  manj  other 
reaaona,  why  I  am  oppowd  to  a  navj,  I  wiah 
be  conld  have  proved  to  ns,  that  with  the  end 
of  the  war  the  NaTj  would  also  leave  ns;  per- 
haps I  Bhonld  then  agree  with  him  in  ftvor  of 
itM  establishment:  thonch  the"proQd  Navj" 
will  remala  with  na,  he  naa  neglected  to  tell  ns 
at  what  rate  of  expense. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Oarolina  says 
siany  oppoee  a  navy,  beoanae  they  deem  it  an 
anti-repnblioan  institntjon.  On  thia  head,  I 
■hall  remark  bnt  little;  I  will  only  nak  if  it  ia 
to  remain  with  ua  in  times  of  peace  witb  its 
ntunerons  train  of  officers,  may  it  not  become  a 

E>trerfbl  engine  is  the  bands  of  an  ambitions 
xeonlive! 

Sir,  it  was  thoogfct  proper  to  make  the  fore- 
going remark!  as  preliminair  to  the  snliijeat 
The  qaestion  of  a  ifaval  Eatabtiahmait  for  the 
iTnited  States  more  especially  oonoema  those 
who  inhabit  eommercial  district&i  Am  one  of 
'theeelam  mnchintareeted.  Many  persona  mun- 
taln,  that  a  naval  system  .of  defence  ia  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  a  nation,  whoee  seaboard 
extraids  more  than  1,600  miles,  with  a  ahipping 
biterest  amounting  to  1,800,000  tons — in  this 
re^wct, -ranking  the  second  of  inodem  nations. 
Hie  augment  is  aa  spedoos  asit  isplansihle; 
It  is  liable  to  many,  and  in  my  {pinion,  to  insn- 
perable  objections.  The  pnqtoeitian  bef<»«  ns 
wiil  be  considered  aa  leading  to  a  ptrvtmtent 
Naval  Establiahment.  This  ooUM  is  warrant- 
ed by  the  report  of  the  Secretory  of  the  Navy 


hedtate  to  declare  my  dedded  oppodtit 

snob  an  establishment,  and  will  proceed  to  state 
the  objections  whereon  my  opinion  ia  groond- 
ed.  Sir,  I  deem  it  inexpedient  to  commence  a 
permanent  Naval  &tab1iahment  at  this  time. 
We  are  quite  unprepared  for  it — we  are  in  want 
of  all  the  neceaeary  materials ;  thoo^  we  have 
been  told  that  onr  forests  abound  in  all  the 
necessary  timber,  it  was  said  little  of  this 
material  was  to  be  fotind  in  our  dockyards. 
The  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina  has  told 
ns,  that  a  anScienoy  of  seasoned  timber,  to 
build  four  seventy-fonra,  was  now  on  band,  and 
that  the  proper  authori^  deemed  it  advisable 
to  be  need  for  fHgatea.  Sir,  this  timber  la  a 
portion  of  that  which  was  pnTohased  some 
Tears  once,  for  the  pnrpoM  of  boilding  riz 


seventy-fonn.  It  itow  appeara,  &at  ri  Oit 
timber  aa  mncb  as  waa  snmdent  for  ind 
these  vessels,  has  been  employed  lo  btdid 
smaller  veaeels  ot  gimboala,  1  prfsaax.  Ttmk 
all  a  piece  with  our  pretended  eoonomj.  TUi 
mode  of  proceeding  will  not  answer,  fir.  Ht 
are  in  the  wnjng  from  the  oonunencemoit  of 
oar  Navy.  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  nudiMMd 
that  I  havededdeda  navy  will  never  beajny- 
w  mode  of  defence  for  Uiia  nation— but  <*))» 
ever  it  shall  be  determined  on,  we  ahonld  legii 
light;  Uila  can  only  be  done  by  foUowing  tlun 
nations  wbo  have  had  most  experience  « lia 


when  we  can  best  affiird  it— in  liiw 
when  onr  market  ia  rintted — in  timea  vha 
labor  can  be  commanaed  at  fUr  prieei-« 
aperiod  when  we  «i^ypeMe,aadsnrdjK 
when  we  are  abont  to  engage  in  a  war.  Ht 
have  heretofore  paid  the  h&heat  price  fiir  enj 
artide;  we  havegiveiidonble  wageefi^lilxt; 
and  instances  might  be  nwntionea,  when  Ita 
woikmen  were  tranaported  in  stage  ooaebe^il 
an  enormoOH  ezpenee,  from  onr  U^  se^iart 
towns  to  the  navy  yard  of  this  dty.  (kntntli 
fiv  timber  were  made  in  baste  and  at  iverjtJ- 
vanced  price.  As  soon  as  it  wasobtaiiud,it 
waa  put  togetJier,  and  in  a  &w  months  we  aw  it 
floating  in  the  form  of  a  ship  of  war— »(i« 
ships,  I  may  say,  sir,  fiw  1  believe  withont  eiMp- 
tion  in  the  frigates  which  wwe  boilt  \>j  Uh 
United  States,  the  more  important  part«  deciftd 
and  were  rotten  in  two,  three,  or  (bar  ;wn 
In  many  instancee  tlie  expense  for  repiin  ¥« 
equal  to  the  original  coat.  A  dngle  fri^U,  tb 
Oonstitation,  haaooetfbr  repairs,  from  Octelia', 
1802,to  Utfch,  ISOe,  the  enormons  Sam  <tf 
$S02,G8a  31,  or  npwarda  of  $48,000  pwanniB 
for  seven  yean  in  stuMeadoQ. 

Let  ns  view  this  enbject  in  a  more  eitnidad 
sense — I  mean  aa  regards  onr  oommertng«dMnl- 
ly— we  shall  still  have  eaose  to  entertdn  to 
opinion  which  we  first  adopted.  .Ve  aannit 
protect  onr  commeroeon  the  ocean.  Onr  aUp 
have  vexed  every  sea — we  trade  to  all  put)  <f 
the  world ;  of  conrse,  to  protect  our  oommtm 
our  ships  of  war  must  abandon  onr  ooutaiii 
encounter  all  the  force  of  tbe  enemy  orthw 
of  Europe.  The  porta  we  have  in  vie*  w 
European.  If  yonr  frigates,  for  oonrenieaceud 
safeU-,  are  to  cruise  only  on  your  cosBts,  wlul 
will  be  the  fate  of  the  millions  which  in  (O- 
barked  beyond  the  Oapeof  Good  Eopet  Bt 
thb  management  surdy  you  cannot  iffod  it 
protection.  France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  -^hm 
combined  and  backed  by  an  armed  nentnuiff  * 
the  north  of  Enrope,  oould  not  secnre  lb«r 
commerce.  The  fleeU  of  Great  Britain  »» 
sail  trinmphimt  over  every  wave  of  the  i'lf- 
The  Knesiuis  have  a  navy  far  superior  to  thrt 
which  it  is  proposed  we  shall  eBMbli«l^■w 
they  cannot  protect  their  trade  in  the  oonfiad 
limits  of  the  Baltic.  They  oonnt  flf^  or  s^ 
saU-of-th»4ine,  beddeamany  frigates  and  ansa- 
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HiritheexpenMsvMahareinoarTedbjBNaval 
Ettttb1iihnieitt,fiH' exceed  the  profits  w&ioh  ariie 
from  Ute  oommerce  "which  it  u  Intended  to  pro- 
tecL  This  propoaltlon  is  warranted  bj  the  oneri- 
enoe  of  Qnat  Brit^,  the  most  oommerdal  na- 
tion of  modem  times,  Iuthefearl?98,tlietotal 
imports  and  exports  of  Qrest  Britain  amoimted 
to  £94,B5S,000.    For  the  same  fear  the  expendi- 


ports,  or  fourteen  per  cent  on  the  total  capital 
employed  in  oommeroe.  What  regular  tfade 
am  yield  mch  profits  on  the  oatward  and  in- 
irard  caivoeet  To  me  ttiis  is  a  secret.  In  the 
year  ITVti  Hr.  nit  oompated  the  profits  on  the 
oommeroe  of  Great  Britain  at  £13,000,000,  or 
one  and  a  half  millions  leas  than  the  expenses 
fbr  her  navy  the  preceding  year  I 

Bir,  the  expenses  which  are  neoeesarilj 
nect«d  with  a  Naval  Eetablishmeat,  constitnte 
a  Tory  eerioas  objection  to  it.  At  tbis  time,  the 
annual  expen^tnres  for  the  British  navy  amonnt 
to  nearly  £17,000,000,  or  $80,0000,000.  Every 
sncceeding  year  brings  vdth  it  an  increase  of 
expenditnres;  This  has  been  the  result  year 
after  year  since  the  commencement  of  the  insti- 
totiou.  Onr  proepecte  will  be  the  more  evident 
when  we  take  a  view  of  the  expenses  whioh 
have  been  already  ineorred  for  the  infbn^e 
estatdishnient  of  oor  connby ;  we  shall  be  led 
to  the  same  eonclonons.  The  American  navy 
was  commenced  in  the  year  1794,  and  bj  the 
end  of  the  year  1611,  theexpenditores  amonnted 
to  (37,4S6,076 — a  snm  mnch  greater  than  the 
one-half  of  the  pablio  debt  on  the  lot  of  Jann- 
ary,  18lS.  This  would  have  been  mnch  better 
applied,  had  it  been  plaoed  with  the  Oommis- 
sioners  of  the  Sinking  Fnnd.  I  will  aak  the 
gentleman  from  Bonth  Carolina,  what  has  tba. 
nation  benefited  fijr  this  enormons  expenditure  I 
What  would  have  been  the  amonnt  expended, 
had  this  Bns^e  been  Hercnlean,  with  AdminUs 
of  the  Bed,  White  and  Bine  squadrons,  with  nn- 
merons  dock  and  navy-yards,  plaoemen,  &o.  t 
For  we  shall  gTBdnally  advance  to  all  this,  if 
we  do  not  stop  short  at  this  time.  For  the 
benefits  of  sach  appendseM,  I  will  refer  yon  to 
a  statement  made  to  this  Eonse,  the  last  sesdon, 
concerning  the  navy-yards  belonging  to  the 
United  States;  eepeciaUy  to  the  detaUs  of  the 
expeuditores  of  tlut  connected  with  this  city. 
The  document  I  refer  to,  was  laid  before  this 
House  on  the  aathFebroary,  1811,  It  will  in- 
form yon,  rir,  that  the  valoe  of  the  work  done 
ftrom  the  Ist  of  Jsnos^  to  the  81st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1810,  was  t78,9i7  68.  The  commandant 
confesses,  in  his  returns  made  to  the  Secretary. 
that  thifl  work,  in  many  instanoee,  is  rated 
twenty  per  cent.  aI>ove  the  ptioes  p^d  in  other 
places.  The  salaries  in  this  same  yard,  for  the 
nme  year,  (IBIO,)  amonnted  to  |S5,eS7  MJ. 
So  that  the  pay  for  the  salaries  and  the  wages 
at  (his  navy-yard,  exceeded  the  value  of  Uie 
articles '  mannfactnred,  even  when  rated  far 
above  the  fair  pricey  in  amoont  121,700  ISJ- ! 
This  eatsblisbmeiit  tt  nnder  the  '■"""^'■*''  eye 
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of  the  Government;  we  might  suppose  eveiT 
attention  was  paid  to  economy ;  if  so,  who  wiU 
desire  farther  proofe  of  the  advantages  of  a 
navyl 

Sir,  I  fhrther  object  to  a  navy,  becanse  it  will 
be  ttie  means  of  exoiting  many  wars,  which, 
withoDt  the  eatsbliahment,  may  be  honorably 
avoided.  It  is  aaid,  nations  are  involved  Id 
war,  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  their  navies; 
and  some  assert  (Brougham)  that  a  perpetual 
war  is  one  of  the  two  modes  which  are  neces- 
sary to  support  a  powerful  naval  establishment. 
Sir.  a  naval  establishment  will  create  a  new 
ana  adangerons-intereat  in  our  country.  Noth- 
ing is  more  oommon  than  to  be  told,  that 
such  are  the  wishee  of  the  naval  interest  of 
Great  Briton,  and  that  this  or  that  war  must 
be  entered  into  to  gratify  them.  For  my  part, 
sir,  1  shall  be  very  sorry  indeed,  tf  ever  the 
period  srrivea  in  the  United  States,  when 
any  putionlar  intereet  or  ooromnnlty  shall 
diroct  the  Government,  whether  it  he  naval, 
■AricnltoraL  manu&otuiins,  or  commercial — 
the  general  welikre  thonM  be  the  sole  great 
mling  prinoiple  in  the  Natjonal  Oonnoils. 

Sir,  I  am  det«rred,  when  I  oonaider  the  fate 
of  all  those  nations  who  at  difierent  periods 
have  been  fomoas  for  their  nanes.  The  naval 
strength  of  the  Hanseatdo  Lesgne  was  such, 
two  oentnriee  P«»t,  sa  to  exdte  terror  on  the 
part  of  England.  These,  sir,  distant  free  cities, 
are  now  the  appendages  of  i^hty  France,  and 
have  no  political  eiistenoe.  Who  has  not  heard 
of  the  once  formidable  fleets  of  Venice  and 
Genoa)  At  one  time  England  was  indebted  to 
the  latter  for  ofBoen  to  eommand  her  shipe  of 
war— alas  I  these  repubUce  are  now  consigned 
to  oblivioa  IJemnark  was  at  one  time  the 
mistress  of  the  ocean ;  by  means  of  her  fleets 
she  often  invaded  England,  and  held  her  in  a 
Hate  of  snlfjeotion.  The  Danes  heretofore 
bnmed  London,  Paris,  and  other  great  cities — 
they  are  now  oontrolled  by  France,  and  timr 
have  had  their  Oopenhagen  defeat.  HoUana, 
with  her  Van  Trompe,  and  De  Ruyters,  ocon- 
pied  the  British  Channel  at  pleasure ;  thia 
power  defeated  the  navies  of  England  and 
Franoe.  Where  is  Holland  now )  Incorporated 
sa  a  part  of  the  French  empire.  Spain  boasted 
her  invincible  armadas;  ElUabeth  of  England, 
by  uatore  haughty,  prond,  and  ambitions. 
trembled  at  the  vwy  mention  of  them,  onlil 

'^ aredin»ened  and  destroyed  by  storms 

,  Spfdn  is  now  the  vassal  of  France.  Not 
very  long  dnoe  the  navy  of  France  sailed  tri- 
umphant along  the  British  coast  looked  into 
Portsmouth  harbor,  and  taunted  British  spirit. 
I  ssk  yon,  sir,  where  is  the  strength  of  which 
thwe  nations  formerly  boasted  t  ^  are  in- 
operative, and  dread  the  gigantic  power  of 
the  British  navv— they  are  In  part  sick  in  dry 
docks,  or  are  blockaded  in  thdr  porta. 

Ur.  Chainnao,  Great  Britain,  though  at  tUi 
._[ne  triumphant  !n  every  sea,  if  she  peraisia  in 
her  expen^ve  naval  establishment,  with  her 
preMnt  debt  of  £800,000,000,  whioh  was  ohieflr 
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created  for  her  navy — Qreat  Britain,  wr,  I  say, 
irlth  all  this,  miut  sink  noder  tite  heaTj  prt 
sure.    She  will  hereafter  derive  very  littie  sat 
faction  from  lier  brilliaot  victories  on  tbe  1st 
of  Jnne  off  Cape  St  Vinoent,  Camperdown, 
Abonkir,  and  Tm&lgar. 

Shall  I  be  pardoned,  air,  when  I  (bar  onr- 
mIb  will  only  tead  to  swell  tbe  present  cata- 
loKne  of  the  British  navyt    Of  the  IMi 
eeh  which  she  poaseesed  in  JoJy,  1811, 
hundred  and   nine  were  captored  from   the 
I^nch,  forty-rii  from  the  Danes,  twenty-five 
from    the   Spaniards,    twenty-foor  from   the 
Dutch,  and  three  from  the  Italians;  making  a 
total  of  two  bondred  and  aeven  captured  ships, 
or  one-fifth  of  her  whole  navy. 

Small  ships  are  proper  for  tbe  serrice  of  tbe 
United  States — by  their  agency  wo  shall  be  able 
to  annoy  tbe  convoys  of  an  enemy,  Tbe  pri- 
vateers which  were  fitted  out  in  every  port 
during  onr  Hevolntionary  war,  deetroved  mnoh 
of  the  Sritiab  commerce,  even  in  the  British 
and  Iriah  Channels,  whilst  tbe  frl^tes  which 
were  bnilt  by  the  Government  did  htlle  or 
nothing— bnt  two  of  them  remrined  atttecon- 
elndon  of  the  contest  The  enemy  will  not 
watch  yonr  small  vessels^  they  may  enter  all 
yonr  small  inleta,  where  heavy  vessels  cannot 
ventnre  to  approach  them ;  and,  at  the  concln- 
non  of  the  war,  they  may  be  sold  for  the  mer- 
chant service.  I  shul  not  follow  the  gentleman 
in  hia  remarks  on  the  bill  befbre  the  commit- 
tee ;  I  shall  vote  against  it,  thongh  it  is  my 
present  intention  to  appropriate  tbe  snms  re- 
qnisite  for  tbe  repatrmg  and  eqaipping  onr 
present  ships  of  war.  I  will  go  no  fnrther.  I 
tell  yon,  sir,  naval  victories  in  tbe  end  wonid 
prove  fatal  to  the  TTnited  States;  the  conse- 
qoenoes  which  have  uniformly  followed  in  other 
oonntries  must  take  place  here.  If  the  United 
States  shall  determine  to  augment  their  navy, 
so  as  to  rival  those  of  Europe,  the  pnblie  debt 
will  become  permanent ;  direct  taxes  will  be 

Grpetnal;  the  paupers  of  the  comitry  will 
increased ;  the  nation  will  be  bankropt ;  and, 
I  fear,  the  tragedy  will  end  in  a  revolntion. 

Mr.  MoKsx  rose,  with  deference,  to  perform 
a  duty  wbicb  he  owed  to  bis  constituents,  by 
deUvering  his  sentiments  on  tbe  very  important 
snbjeot  Iwlbre  the  committee,  thongh  be  oon- 
ftoaed  himself  very  inadequate  to  do  justice  te 
it  He  deemed  the  qneetlon  of  great  magni- 
tode;  as  he  feared,  if  we  were  to  prowed 
to  bnild  np  a  large  naval  establishment,  it 
wonld  aSect  the  deetiniee  of  this  nation  to 
tbe  latest  posterity. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Booth  Carolina  baa  s^d, 
that  he  has  great  pr^ndioes  toenconnter.  Mr. 
UoKbb  would  have  tboogbt  that  tbe  deliberate 
opinion  of  a  minority  of  Oongreee,  expressed 
upon  more  than  one  occauon,  was  entitled  to  a 
more  respectful  term  thua  pr^udieet.  Those 
decisions  proceeded  from  the  honest  convictions 
of  some  of  tbe  best  friends  of  the  comitry. 

Ifr.  HoK.  denied  this  doctrine,  that  "  it  is 
demonstrably  dear  that  this  nation  is  inevitaUy 


destined  to  be  a  naval  poww;"  and  bebdiATed 
that,  if  the  attempt  were  made  to  make  it  nek, 
it  wonld  prove  tbe  deatructi<Hi  of  onr  h^t; 
couatitntioa.  He  wonld  proceed  to  shov  la 
what  gronnd  be  sopported  the  opiniim  ibtt  the 
maintenance  of  a  permanent  naval  csul^ 
ment  would  prove  minomi  to  tbia  eoniitiT. 
For  this  purpose,  be  should  be  mids  tlte  le- 
ceadty  of  submitting  some  calcalatiwa  u  tLt 
House ;  for,  though  he  had  beard  a  count  ef 
this  kind  condemned,  as  fit  only  for  tbe  cosi- 
ing-boDse  of  tbe  merchant,  fae  conaidendiia 
themostoonducive  tooorrectlegislation.  !(■ 
certainly  a  matter  of  jost  calcnlalion,  wbes  we 
are  called  upon  to  establidi  a  pemanent  u^j, 
to  show  that  such  an  institation  wcold  (M 
more  than  any  advantages  to  be  derived  fhmil 
wonld  compensate. 

[Hen  tb«  Speaker  w<at  into  detaibd  ttHmnl^ 
takcD  tttaa  the  autbentic  nportt  uf  tbe  Ntrj  Dcpnt- 
meat,  ihaviag  tbs  enonDoos  expense  of  bnildiiig  w 
■hips,  and  th«  cnannoiu  e^Hiae  of  i^<aln ;  tbe  peB 

payof  officenidle  at  home  i^e  tba  aUp  vu  iMof 
which  cost  >o  much,  and  which,  at  ^e  time  it  nt 
buQt,  it  wBi  monlly  certain  would  hiwi  nudiagD 
do  onlil  it  lotted.] 

Mr.  McE.  had  s^d,  this  nation  was  not  do- 
tioed,  under  the  present  coostitntiaii,  to  be  i 
great  naval  power ;  and  he  maintained  that  ibe 
statements  which  he  bad  exhibited — and  vtiiei 
he  believed,  for  tbe  purposes  of  a^Mnent, 
would  be  fonnd  subetanrially  correct,  wha 
tested  by  experience — went  conoiudve!;  ti 
show  that  the  expenses  of  the  naval  eslabUdr 
ment  of  ten  frigates  and  twdve  Beventj-fcar 
gun  ships,  now  propoeed  to  be  bnih,  could  iri 
be  supported  without  pennanent  internal  aia, 
and  a  constant  increase  of  the  public  debt  ni 
annual  expenditure.  And  if  tbe  system  *> 
jone  into,  to  tbe  extent  conlem^aWd  by  tix 
lentleman  from  South  Oarolina,  (Mr.  Oaim,)'' 
juild^g  forty  frigatee  and  twenty-five  serene- 
four  gnnehipe,  wUcb  he  admitted  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  relieve  the  naval  eBtablishment  frw 
larative  inefficiency,  the  annual  e^wisao' 
_>  Jovemmentwith  suoh  a  system  (asabwdf 
shown)  would  be  more  than  $45,000,000,  whiA 
wonld  rapidly  increase  the  puUic  bnrd«w,  »™ 
entail  on  this  country  that  fatal  system  whi« 
has  almost  mined  the  British  Empire. 

The  gentleman  ftwn  South  Carolina  {MT' 
Ohbtib)  takes  it  for  granted  that  our  commerce 
can  be  efFeotually  protected  by  a  navy ;  »oil  «fr 
snming  this  feet,  he  proceeds  to  show  tW 
every  portion  of  the  American  people  •« 
equally  interested  in  the  building  a  naiy,  w- 
cause  all  ore  more  or  teas  interested  in  pnit«^ 
ing  commerce. 

'  But,  the  fact  ia,  that  naviee  have  never  beM 
ooDSidwed  as  adequate  to  the  complete  pntee- 
tion  of  commerce.  Lot*,  a^d  be,  at  tbe  aiat- 
tioa  of  tbe  Old  World,  in  timM,  to  them,  mtw 
proqtwouatbantbepreiMntI    'Wbatiatbe&d' 
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HoBud,  with  almost  no  oatj,  posseswd  an  ez- 
tendre  and  profltable  oommBroe;  and  Spain, 
■iwnt  the  BHine  period,  with  a  large  and  pover- 
hl  Seet,  bad  no  oommeroe. 

But  the  sitnatlon  of  Enrope  is,  In  all  rcspecta, 
Afferent  from  onre.  The  Governments  of  En- 
nqm  are  Bnrroanded  bf  rival  powers,  who  are 
mostly  engaMd  in  war  with  each  other,  while 
we  ire  hap^y  &r  removed  from  them  all,  and 
^va  no  neigbbwa  to  annoy  ns.  Therefore, 
irgtuneDlA  drawn  from  the.  Old  World  are 
wholly  inapplioahle  to  this  conntry,  beoanse 
their  ntnation  and  form  of  Government  are  alto- 
gether onlike  oars.  And  when  we  tarn  our  t^ea 
from  foreign  Governments  to  onr  own,  we  find 
that  no  people  ainoe  Adam  were  ever  more 
proeperoos  or  more  happy  than  the  American 
peo^  have  been  for  the  eiriit  or  ten  years 
previoQS  to  the  year  1808.  Private  fortmiee 
have  been  accnmnlsted  with  unequalled  ease 
and  rapidity ;  commerce  has  proepered  beyond  . 
eiainpie ;  agriculture  has  Soarished  ;  ana  the 
revenne  abnndant,  beyond  the  wants  of  the 
Government.  And  did  this  state  of  prosperity 
exist  at  a  time  when  yonr  commeroe  was  pro- 
tected by  vessels  of  wart  Ko;  bnt  at  a  time 
when  yonr  navy  was  oot  of  nae ;  and  in  propor- 
tion to  the  increase  of  yonr  naval  ezponditare, 
in  the  £sme  proportion  has  yonr  commeroe  de- 
creased. The  protection  of  commerce  is  the  only 
osteouble  object  for  which  navies  are  created, 
white  power  and  conqnest  are  the  main  objects. 
Show  me,  Bald  Hr.  McC,  a  nation  possessed  of 
a  JargB  navy,  and  I  will  show  yon  a  nation  al- 
ways at  war.  When  has  England  been  at 
peace  with  lU  the  world,  since  she  became  a 
ei«tt  naval  power  t  Snclk  instances  in  British 
bistorv  were  so  rare,  and  of  such  ediort  dm«- 
tion,  fif  they  existed  at  aR,)  that  he  conld  not 
answer  the  question ;  and  he  believed  it  wonld 
be  difflcnlt  for  the  ingennity  of  the  gentlemafi 
from  Booth  Carolina  (iir.  Ohbvis)  to  answer 
it  It  is  true,  that  England,  the  greateet  naval 
power  in  the  world,  is  also  the  most  commer' 
dal ;  and  it  waa  not  to  l>e  donbted  that  her 
commerce  received  ud  fK>m  her  navy,  thoogh 
It  owed  its  extent  principally  to  the  indnstry 
tad  ocHueqnent  wealth  of  the  nation.  Bnt 
Eni^and  has  other  and  far  more  impori«nt  ob- 
jects to  effect  by  her  navy  than  that  of  protect- 
ing commerce.  Her  insnlar  sitoetion  renders 
it  necessary  for  her  protection,  and  phe  keeps 
it  \xp  tor  the  purposes  of  war  and  dominion. 
England  would  destroy  her  navy  to-morrow,  if 
the  protection  of  ccHnmeroe  waa  her  only  ob- 
ject ;  becanse  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  ex- 
pense of  keeping  up  her  navy  exceeds  the 
profits  of  that  oommerce  which  it  is  said  to 
protect.  Navies,  therefore,  mnst  be  oonridered 
as  instnimenta  of  power,  rather  than  as  the 
means  of  protecting  oommMoe.  Thev  are  the 
vile  ofi^ring  of  those  nations  where  the  power 
and  grandenr  of  Um  GovemtneDt  is  every  thing, 
and  the  pe<^1«are  nothing  bnt  riaveel 

Kr.  McK.  iMving  stated  that  a  navy  waa  an 
inotmrnent  of  power,  rather  Qua.  a  means  of  , 


protecting  commerce,  in  order  to  show  that  this 
opinion  was  not  a  mere  vagary  of  his  own  im- 
agination, bnt  tije  deliberate  opinion  of  some  of 
the  wisest  men  of  this  country,  most  solemnly 
prononnced,  he  wonld  beg  leave  to  read  adoon- 
meut,  which  he  hoped  would  have  weight  with 
some  gentlemen  of  the  committee.  It  is  taken 
from  Uie  celebrated  instructions  of  the  Yirginift 
L^islator^  of  1801,  to  their  Senators  inCon- 
greee,  and  is  said  to  have  oome  from  the  pea  of 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United 
States ;  and  he  believed  he  oould  venture  to  say, 
that  no  Legislature  ever  posseaeed  more  talents 
than  were  drawn  ti^ther  into  the  Virginia  Aj)- 
sembtyOD  that  occasion.  After  having  noticed 
other  snbjeots,  in  speaking  of  the  navy,  they  say: 

"With  respect  to  the  Navy,  it  may  be  proper  to 
remind  yao,  that,  whatever  ma;  be  the  [oi^waed  ob- 
ject of  its  ettabliahmeat,  or  whatever  may  be  the 
firoipect  of  temponuy  adTaatigei  reaollJng  tfaen- 
rom,  it  ia  demoDiCraled  by  the  oiperience  of  all  na- 
tioDS  who  have  venttued  far  into  naval  policy,  that 
inoh  prcspect  Is  nltimately  delotire  ;  aad  that  a  navy 
hu  ever,  iu  praolice,  been  known  moie  aa  ui  instm- 
ment  of  power,  ■  aonroe  of  eipenia,  and  an  oixuioa 
of  collisions  and  wars  with  other  nationi,  tlum  aa  an 
iDBtnnient  of  dehnoe,  of  economy,  or  of  protec^oo  to 
commerce.  Nor  is  there  any  nalaoa,  in  the  judg- 
meat  of  the  Oeneial  Auemblr,  to  whose  circi 


cea  tbia  n 


B  ^>pIicBble  than  to  the  United 


These  opinions  may,  now,  however,  be  oon- 
stdered  as  old-fashioned  ;  bat  being  himself  an 
old-fashioned  man,  he  confessed  he  was  more 
pleased  with  them  than  with  the  new  political 
doctrines  preached  by  the  gentleman  from  Sonth 
Oarolina,  (Ur.  Ohbves)  to  the  House  and  the 
nation.  It  might,  however,  poiisibly  b%  the 
fact,  that  he  (Mr.  McK.)  was  wrong,  and  only 
Indulged  ancient  prejwficM,  and  the  gentleman 


the  case,  he  coold  only  say,  in  his  o 
that,  under  the  influence  of  those  old  doctrineti 
the  American  people  had  eiijoyed  a  state  of 
prosperity  and  happiness  onpuralleted  in  the 
history  of  man — a  state  of  prosperity  which  he 
feared  he  would  never  see  equalled.  He  look- 
ed back  on  those  days  of  happy  prosperity  with 
the  some  feelings  of  uioumf  m  regret  with  which 
he  looked  back  to  the  days  of  his  yonth,  fbaring 
that  they,  like  the  days  of  hie  ^onth,  wonld 
never  again  return — especially  if  the  Navy 
mania  ahonld  prevaiL 

Establish  a  navy,  said  Mr.  McE.  and  this 
coantry  may  hid  &rewell  to  peace ;  Iwoause  yon 
thereby  organize  a  class  of  society  who  are  in- 
terested In  creating  and  keeping  ap  wars  and 
contention.  Officers  in  the  Navy  and  Army 
are  mere  cyphers  in  society  in  times  of  peaoe^ 
and  are  only  respectable  in  time  of  war,  when 
wealth  and  Sune  may  await  their  eiertttHM 
They  are,  therefore,  interested  in  keeping  np  a 
state  of  war;  and  l>eing  invested  with  tha 
management  of  an  instrument  of  war,  it  is  to  b« 
expeMed  that  it  will  be  osed  in  some  degree  to 
answer  their  own  purposes  t    No  man  who  will 
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Tofiect  for  k  moment,  bat  most  ba  utiafled 
the  di^p«c«ftil  and  l&wleM  oondnot  of  the  Brit- 
ish n&val  offiow*  on  our  coast  origiaatod  in  a 
dttin  on  tilrirpart  to  brisR  on  a  war  with  this 
ooontrj,  is  which  the;  looked  forward  to  large 
dividenda  of  prue  monev ;  and  tbeee  acta  were 
contrary  to  the  wish  and  eapeotatirai  of  Qreat 
Britain;  in  ODelnBtanoetheact  wasdisBTOwed; 
and  it  ma;  be  asked  whj  were  the  oSoen  not 
pnniahed  who  acted  oontraiy  to  tbe  wishes  of 
the  Qovemment  I  The  answer  ia  obviona ;  be- 
caose  the  inflnenoe  of  the  Navy  in  En^and  isao 
predominant  that  the  Ooremment  are  afnid  to 
toDoh  the  aattjaot,  and  tbe  eonaeqnenoe  ia,  that 
the  GoTemment  are  oompellea  to  bew  tbe 
odium  of  aote  which  they  duappfove ;  and  the 
same  cause  which  baa  prodoced  this  effect  in 
Hogland,  if  permitted  to  operate,  will  prodnoe 
a  nmilar  effect  in  this  conntrj. 

Onr  little  Navy  has  already  contributed  much 
towards  the  irritatioa  which  exists  between 
this  country  and  England ;  and  ondec  any  other 
Freaident  than  Kr.  Jefferson,  it  would  have 
brouiFht  an  a  war  in  1B07.  And  what  real 
benefit  bas  resulted  from  it  to'  the  QoTemment  t 
Has  a  picaroon  or  a  buccaneer  ever  been  chas- 
tised by  themt  If  they  hare,  be  had  no  reocd* 
lection  of  the  case ;  he  had  seen  indeed  para- 
graphs in  the  uewspapen  mentioning  tliat  the 
fKgat«  President,  or  some  one  of  the  veaxels, 
had  sailed  from  the  navy-yard  to  Norfolk,  from 
thence  to  New  York,  and  finally  arrived  safe  at 
Boston ;  but  for  what  purpose  he  was  totally 
ignorant,  unless,  indeed,  it  was  to  sail  back 

rin,  and  Aimish  the  materials  for  a  new  arti- 
fbr  the  newip^>eni ;  Kod  fbr  these  eminent 
aerrieea,  the  Amsrioan  people  bare  already  p^ 
about  $8C^0O0,O00. 

Tunn^T,  January  H. 
yaeal  Ettabti&Kmmt. 

The  House  amin  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  rhiole  on  the  loll  oonoeming  the 
Naval  Establishment. 

Mr.  JomeoN  said :  I  do  not  know,  sir,  why  I 
should  regret  tbe  diaoasrion  of  any  sntjlect  in 
thia  place,  when  I  recollect  that  each  member 
is  under  the  same  obligstioua  of  duty  and  re- 
sponsibility. It  baa  been  said  that  no  member 
would  be  thanked  for  bis  vote  in  fkvor  of  this 
bill — and,  fearless  of  censnre,  I  shall  oppose 
this  attempt  to  lay  the  fbundatJon,  and  to 
pledge  tbe  property  of  the  people  for  naval 
systems,  as  minoos  to  the  flnaaoea  of  the  coun- 
try, BB  it  will  be  deetnctiva  to  the  peace  of  the 
nation.  After  every  effort  in  my  power,  I  ooold 
not  euppresB  the  sensaticm  of  sorrow,  that  Oon- 
greaa  shonld  be  distraoted  with  a  snt^eot  that 
would  justly  excite  alarm  throughout  tbe  na- 
tion,  even  id  the  hours  of  profound  tranqnillity. 
I  have  looked  to  tbe  Treasury  reports,  and  1  see 
a  national  debt  of  about  fifty  millions  of  doliars. 
I  look  to  the  ssgresdons  of  England,  and  I  find 
we  have  been  (Uiven  to  the  neoeesity  of  creating 
a  great  and  expensive  military  force  to  avenge 
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onr  wrongs  and  to  e^el  the  enemy  from  htr 
North  American  colomea.  I  look  to  tbe  aijo- 
mentsof  tbe  advooateaof  thia  penddonssysUfa, 
and  they  adnowledge  that  we  are  driven  to  tbe 
brink  of  a  war  that  will  reqsire  loans  and  tai<^ 
and  end  in  a  new  debt  of  at  kwrt  fifty  roilH^w 
of  dollar*— and  under  these  drcnmstanoea,  whtt 
we  are  npon  the  heeb  of  a  aeoond  revtdiitiML 
when  the  people  are  likdy  to  be  most  preNed 
fbr  the  ways  and  means  to  oanj  on  tne  vn 
with  vigor  and  odrt^n  success,  the  raiDoasj{7«- 
tem  of  a  great  navy  is  preeaed  npwi  na.  Upon 
the  r«tam  of  a  second  peace,  when  the  Britjili 
posaesHona  shall  be  ineoiporated  into  tbe  Unien, 
and  oar  arnay  disbanded — whm  oommeroe  shall 
be  reetm«d,  and  a  snrplns  at  revearoe  ui  As 
Treaanry— after  meeting  tbe  demands  of  the 
Government,  witb  more  propriety  mi^t  the 
(^neetion  be  presented  for  OMiNderation.  I  be- 
lieve, sir,  since  the  political  reformatioD  ia 
ISOl,  the  qneetion  of  bnilding  a  nav;  had  » 


tion  ot  Oongreea.  When  lb.  Jefferson,  that 
iUnstrioos  oharaoter,  preaded  oyer  the  deatinits 
of  the  United  Btales,  why  was  not  tbis  navy- 
building  proposed  I  Then  we  bad  a  rev«D&e  of 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars  aunnallj,  and  •  snr- 
ziloa  in  the  Treasury.  No,  mr,  snob  a  tyataa 
had  beoi  pnt  dawn  too  recently — the  strokes 
against  a  navy  in  '98-B  were  not  forgotten.  I 
deny  tbe  capacity  of  Uie  United  States  to  main- 
tain a  navy  wfUioat  oppreenon  to  the  great 
mass  of  tiie  oommonity  in  the  ponons  of  tax- 
gatherers;  and  if  a  great  navy  oonld  be  main- 
t^ed,  it  would  be  more  than  useless — it  wonld 
be  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  tranqiiilhtT  of  this 
nation.  I  was  in  favor  of  repairing  and  patting 
into  service  the  whole  of  onr  naval  fcwOe,  ocb- 
dstlng  ot  one  hundred  and  rix^-two  gunboats 
and  upwards  ofUtMufHoates  and  smaller  mr 
vessels;  because  this  Bsvalforee,  united  with  ov 
fortiflcationa,  would  give  security  to  onr  coasts 
and  harbor^  protect  ocr  coasting  trade,  and 
would  be  important  in  the  present  crisis  to  co- 
operate with  privateers  and  iodividnal  enter- 
C  against  the  commerce  and  plunder  of 
t  Britun.  Bot  this  is  sot  the  ot^ectof  tbe 
bilL  It  contemplates  and  embraces  a  navy  to 
protect  our  oommeroe  in  distant  seas  as  w^  as 
at  hcune,  and  which  cannot  cost  less  than 
twenty  or  thirty  milliDos  to  aocomplit^;  and, 
when  bnUt,  woold  entail  npon  the  QoverniDeiit 
of  the  United  States  the  annual  expense  <tf  fif- 
teen millions  of  dollan,*  equal  to  the  UDonot  of 

vhole  revenue  in  tiie  most  prosperous  yean 

immwce  nodet'  tixe  administration  of  Mr. 
Jefibrson,  and  double  the  amonnt  of  our  present 
flnandal  inoome.  It  is  the  syston,  as  weU  as 
the  expense,  that  I  object  to ;  and  while  I  sm 
ready  as  any  man  to  ke^  a  small  naval  fbrra, 
to  be  confined  to  the  protection  of  onr  m    '''" 


k*  umnil  u^miM  at  osr  WT7  ilrtadj  (IBGS)  oM 
flttMD  nlUloM  itf  dDllwipn*B>sn;«i>d7tl  tOtlutM 
hiT*  got  !■  *01f  tlu  tmlmhif— thB  man  aommiDaiuM,  t( 
nival  (vwd  li  InltBd^ 
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frontiera,  u  well  as  I  am  to  kw^  up  a  miall 
land  force,  to  protect  our  teiritonal  frontiers, 
I  will  not  vote  one  cent  for  a  ajatem  of  naTsl 
foTGtt  which  is  destined  to  keep  foreign  nations 
in  check  in  diataut  seas,  and  destined  to  entail 
upon  this  liapp7  GoTermnent  perpetnal  taxes 
and  m  perpetnallf-increasinK  national  debt.  The 
peo[Je  will  not  eapport  such  a  Naval  Eslablisb- 
■ueut — they  have  the  (urrective  in  their  hands : 
■nd  bnild  bbia  fleet  of  twenty  seventj-fonrs  and 
forty  frigate*,  and  the  people  wiU  in  their  torn 
put  them  down.  But,  dr,  we  are  told  that  we 
■re  ■  oommercial  people,  and  that  70a  cannot  re- 
strain a  ntirit  of  enterprue  in  onr  citizens  which 
is  limitea  only  by  the  poiai  spows  to  iba  North 
and  the  icy  monntatns  tothe  Sonth.  No  person 
has  attempted  to  damp  that  gallant  apint,  that 
meroantile  enterprise — sach  adventnrons  voy- 
agea  have  been  fostered  and  cherished  by  every 
means  in  the  power  of  the  Government. .  Bnt, 
sir,  has  this  nnparalieled  rait«rpris&  this  gallant 
spirit,  been  carried  on  by  anavvl  Bnch  a  thing 
htm  never  been  thought  of,  wuich  proves  that 
this  qoeation  of  a  navy  has  no  connection  with 
this  oommercial  enterprise;  and  the  existence 
of  one  without  the  other,  is  positive  proof  of 
the  fact.  Bat  it  is  also  said,  that  agricnltore 
and  commerce  we  twin  siateiH,  and  the  learned 
gwitlemaa  from  New  York  (Mr.  Mttohuj.) 
win  ncA  allow  a  more  distant  connectioh.  I 
have  DO  objection  to  snch  a  union,  and  I  did 
expect  that  it  wonld  have  been  demonstrated 
what  was  the  real  relationshi))  between  these 
twin  sjstera  and  a  pennanent  navy ;  whether  it 
b  that  of  coDsin-german,  brother  or  bnsband. 
A»  these  snbjects  have  not  been  identified,  I 
mnst  be  permitted  to  say  that  there  is  no  con- 
nection— onleas  onder  the  disgnise  of  protection, 
the  navy  would  be  the  destroyer  both  of  com- 
merce and  agricultore — by  taxes  npon  the  one 
and  oimstant  war  npcm  the  theatre  of  the  other. 
The  advoeatCB  of  a  navy  need  not  expect  to 
cover  the  deformity  and  danger  of  the  system ' 
by  telling  the  people  they  are  friends  to  the  pro- 
teotion  of  commerce — and  that  those  who  oppose 
it  are  ready  to  relinqniah  our  rights  npon  the 
oeean.  No,  dr,  this  will  not  do.  They  will 
ask  if  our  oommera«,  as  great  as  it  has  been, 
was  ever  protected  by  a  navy.  They  will  look 
at  the  expenditare  of  the  paUic  money — they 
will  see  twenty-nine  railliona  of  dollars  expend- 
ed npon  our  present  Naval  Eitabliahmeot ;  and 
thongb  they  may  not  complain  of  that  prodigal 
waste  of  pnblio  money  npon  so  email  a  naval 
Ibroe,  they  will  look  to  the  effects  produced  by 
thia  power,  and  they  will  refose  to  augment  it, 
until,  indeed,  the  Peace  Establiahment  shall  re- 
quire augmentation.  The  people  will  look  to 
the  votes  at  thia  House,  and  they  will  see  the 
nppoaers  of  a  navy  willing  at  thu  moment  to 


the  ocean  or  upon  lan4  whether  opmmL 

personal;  bntlmaydi^rinthemeanaofaveng- 
u^  these  irrongA  and  vindicating  those  ri^la, 


and  I  shall  ever  differ  from  those  who  wish  a 
navy  to  ride  trimuphant  in  distant  seas,  and, 
nnderapretextofprotection  to  commerce,  doom 
the  nation  to  galling  hardens  too  intolerable  to 
be  borne.  But  we  are  told,  air,  that  this  quea- 
tion  partakes  of  the  character  of  a  self-evident 
proposition.  lndeed,.Hir,  and  in  what  respect  is 
it  entitled  to  thia  definition  of  self-evident  t  Un- 
less, indeed,  from  every  conaideratiou  of  history, 
experience  and  reason,  it  is  evident  that  a  navy 
is  an  engine  of  power  and  ambitioD,  calculated 
to  embroU  a  nation  in  quarrels  andwara,  and  to 
flxpermanent  wretchedness  upon  the  indnstrioua 
class  of  the  people.  When  we  look  to  the  de- 
legation from  eaoh  State,  we  Sod  a  ^fference  In 
sentiment  upon  this  subject,  whether  lying  on 
the  seaboard  or  distant  from  it. 

The  chdrman  of  the  Naval  Committee  has 
attempted  to  make  us  bdieve  that  a  navy  is  the 
anchor  of  onr  hopes,  and  I  dare  venture  to  say, 
his  eloquent  colleaKue  (Ur.  Wuxluib)  wiD  in 
due  time  denounce  it  as  the  most  slMminabls 
system — always  employed  in  the  fell  purposes 
of  outrage,  ptander,  war,  and  death.  The  same 
division  of  sentient  e£sts  in  Massachusetts  aa 
to  thia  dcEtmotiye  and  eipennve  establishment. 
And,  mc,  let  me  not  omit  to  mention,  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Bepublicans  of  'SS-9  were  not 
only  entitled  to  the  love  and  confidence  of  the 

riople,  but  worthy  of  our  imitation.  Nor  will 
omit  the  reeirintions  of  the  YirKinia  Legisla- 
ture in  oppoaidon  to  a  navy,  wben  they  re- 
monstrated against  measures  which  they  con- 
«dered  minons  to  the  freedom  of  the  United 
States — nor  is  my  respect  for  those  opinions 
leeaened,  although  nianj  Repablicans  in  (Con- 
gress at  this  time,  and  men  of  talents,  have 
beoome  great  advocates  fbr  a  navy,  and  I  will 
put  it  to  the  people  whose  opinions  are  entitled 
to  their  approbation,  whetlier  a  navy  beyond 
the  peace  establishment  is  ruinous,  or  the  rock 
of  onr  safety. 

Leaving  the  dlvidon  of  sentiment  in  onr 
country,  let  us  advert  to  ancient  and  modem 
hiatory,  and  search  for  examples  upon  this  Im- 
portant sutjeot.  And  here,  dr,  I  will  take  this 
position,  and  def^  history  for  an  example^  that 
no  gteat  naval  power  ever  confined  thdr  naval 
atfength  to  the  legitimate  object  of  protectjng 
conuneroe  in  distant  seas.  I  will  re^  to  Tyre 
and  Bidoo,  Crete  and  Bhodes,  to  Athens  and  to 
Carthage.  No  sooner  had  these  nations  ceased 
to  conmie  thnr  navsl  strength  to  their  maritime 
defence  at  home,  to  the  protection  of  their  sea- 
coast,  than  they  were  engaged  in  plunder, 
piracy,  depredations  upon  other  nations,  or  in- 
volved in  wars,  which  oert^uly  accelerate^  if 
It  did  not  produce,  the  down&ll  auddestraoDDii 
c^  those  governments.  Peace  and  tranquillity 
is  not  the  natural  state  of  a  great  naval  power. 
A  disregard  of  public  law,  sacred  treaties,  and 
bloodshed,  would  suit  it  better ;  and  it  has  been 
and  ever  will  be,  the  oonseqnences  of  such  force. 
These  nations  fiirnish  anotner  example  and  in- 
etructive  lesson  to  the  present  generation— that 
while  ihur  oommerce  and  navy  Airnished  a 
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■mail  part  of  the  people  with  the  lozuriee  of 
every  ooaotrj  at  tbat  time  known,  the  great 
maaa  of  dtiieuB  at  home  were  miserable  Emd 
oppressed.  Their  rights  ae^eoted,th^bm^eiia 
increased,  and  their  happiness  destroyed,  while 
Uieir  fleets  and  extern^  grandenr  carried  aston- 
ishment and  terror  to  distant  nations.  When  a 
nation  pats  forth  her  strength  npon  the  ocean, 
tlie  interior  of  the  oonntry  will  be  neglected 
and  oppressed  with  contrihntions.  Ancient 
history  does  not  Aimiah  a  solitary  Instance  of 
uj  poTmanent  good,  or  locig  continnanoe  of 
peace  arising  from  a  great  naval  snpremacy; 
each  OTcrgrown  power,  snch  nnnatnral  strength, 
mnst  feed  npon  plunder,  at  home  and  abroad. 
When  we  come  to  modem  nations  we  have 

Cf  before  as  of  the  positiona  I  have  taken. 
have  been  told  of  Holland,  as  a  people  ej- 
iating  in  a  moet  flonriahing  state  of  pr(»peronB 
commerce  without  a  navy  to  protect  it,  and  we 
have  been  told  of  Spain  as  a  naval  power  with- 
out oommeroe  to  protect.  But  leaving  these 
examples,  let  ns  look  at  France  and  Great 
Britain;  we  here  have  examples  befbre  onr 
eyes :  we  need  no  history ;  the  facts  are  before  as. 
Aomit  that  Great  Britun,  with  her  thonsand 
TBssels,  could  prot43ct  her  lawful  commerce,  let 
me  aak,  if  her  navy  has  ever  been  confined  to 
thatotijectj  whether  it  is  confined  to  that  olfject 
at  this  time ;  whether  her  navy  has  not  fattoied 
npon  the  spoils  of  Europe,  Ana,  Africa,  and 
America,  and  the  commerce  of  neutral  nations, 
making  war  eqnally  npon  friends  and  enemle& 
Her  navy,  trinmphant  In  every  sea,  ia  employed 
in  a  system  of  plunder  agtunst  the  world,  and, 
notwithstanding  this  snpromaoy,  we  see  her 
citizens  groaning  nnder  a  nation^  debt  of  eight 
hundred  millions  of  pounds  sterlitig,  more  than 
all  the  nations  of  the  nniverae  conld  pay.  We 
see  her  npon  the  precipice  of  bankrQpt«y — we 
see  her  people,  her  nnmerona  subjects,  loaded 
with  taies,  that  would  astonish  any  man  who 
did  not  know  the  fact — notwithstanding  this, 
tlie  pnblic  debt  is  dsUj  IncreaKDg,  and  it  u  now 
acknowledged  by  all  the  worid  l£at  she  Is  fight- 
ing for  her  existence — victorious  at  sea  and  safe 
at  home  from  invasion,  and  still  her  very  exist- 
ence is  at  stake.  Sve,  1  never  wish  to  see  the 
liberties  of  my  country  afioat  upon  the  ocean 
and  staked  upon  the  strength  of  a  na-^.  Look 
at  Prance,  separated  from  her  enemy  by  a  nar- 
row chanael,  withoat  veasets  to  meet  the  fleets 
of  England  on  the  water,  and  stiH  she  is  nnable 
to  barn  the  seaport  towns  of  France  or  invade 
the  French  territoriee,  or  in  any  way  to  make 
an  impression  npon  her.  Popnlons  and  power- 
flil  npon  land,  nothing  but  the  imperial  despots 
ism  that  exists  throughout  that  vast  empire, 
prevents  the  country  from  being  the  moat  en- 
viable residence  upon  the  globe,  except  oar  own 
fttvored  land.  Let  not  the  Congress  of  the 
United  Btstee  therefdre  stake  their  existence 


increase  the  burdens  of  the  people,  and  weigh 
them  down  with  a  public  debt  to  support  exter- 


nal grandenr.  Do  not  by  this  system  deAny 
the  afTecttons  and  attachments  ot  the  solid  tad 
honest  part  of  the  community,  who  scpport  tfas 
government  of  the  ooantry. 

Sir,  the  report  of  the  Naral  Committee  his 
assumed  principles  as  erroneons  as  they  are  sonl 
— that  the  protection  of  maritime  eommatt 
was,  above  all  other  objects,  the  first  snd  tke 
greatest  oonmderation  which  l^d  the  foondi- 
tionfbrtbe  present  conetitntion.  There  is  nod^ 
ing  to  warrant  such  a  position  ;  and  no  rewa 
does  exist  why  oar  commercial  rights  shmU 
have  been  better  secured  than  the  otfaer  vuiaa 
rights  and  interests  embraced  by  that  ehuto' 
of  our  independence.  In  the  specific  gruts  d 
powera.  Congress  has  the  authority  to  ngnUc 
commerce  with  foreign  nations,  with  the  WTcnl 
States,  and  with  tlie  Indian  tribes ;  not  prat 

S reference  inlangnageto  foreign  over  Stale  na 
omestic  commerce.  I  will  adtnit,  tai,  dial  ov 
commercial  rights  formed  one  of  the  primsTj 
coQBtderations — not  more  prunary  thsn  th 
rights  of  agricnltnre  and  mannfaetnres,  Bor  tli« 
rights  of  property,  the  ri^ts  of  persom,  yn- 
teotion  frtnn  foreign  invasion  and  aggressoa,  or 
from  internal  foes.  These  rights  were  eqn^r 
important,  and  not  less  the  considerations  whies 
strengthened  the  b<Hids  of  the  Union.  AsdiT 
any  conmderation  had  a  preference,  it  tn» 
itota  considerations  of  peace  and  war. 

When  I  look  into  the  preamble  of  the  minli- 
tution,  which  to  be  sure  is  no  specific  gnwtrf 
power,  but  is  en  interpretation  of  the  otjcrli 
of  that  great  charter  of  onr  Union,  I  fiiid  tt 
wsa  to  establish  Justice,  lusnre  domestic  tm- 
qaillity,  provide  for  the  common  defence  ssd 
general  welfare,  and  to  secure  tiie  blesein^  0/ 
liberty,  that  the  constitution  was  adopted ;  md 
although  maritime  commerce  boa  cnly  a  to- 
equal  right  with  all  othera,  still,  the  gresttA 
means  and  resources  of  the  Government  b>>* 
been  directed  to  its  protection.  And  still  it 
would  seem,  if  we  do  not  min  the  nafiwi  bj 
the  establishment  of  a  navy,  we  wish  to  mtb 
encroachments  npon  eommeroe,  to  damp  ti« 
oomraerciol  spirit.  And  tliis  we  are  tcdd  in  lAs 
&ce  of  fiurts  which  appear  upon  record,  and  in 
the  boe  of  every  expensive  war  meamre  new 
taken  and  adopted.'  Sir,  in  a  colonial  sttte,  it 
a  dnty  upon  tea  that  woe  the  immedlits 
9  of  a  war,  which  was  bloody  indeed,  lod 
continued  upwards  of  sev^i  years;  a  oonBW 
which  has  no  parallel  in  history  as  to  ih  be- 
ginning and  termination.  And  at  this  momoiti 
violations  of  our  nentral  ri^ts  npffli  the  oMan 
is  a  primary  cause  why  we  ore  about  to  »«get 
second  war  with  Great  Britain;  and  still  "• 
are  gravely  told  that  we  ore  nnwilhof  to  pro- 
tect commerce,  and  that  we  are  ready  to  ilitn- 
don  it,  because  we  will  not  vote  away  tbesal'- 
stonce  of  the  people  npon  a  sptem  nf  p™? 
which  mnst  min  the  nation  if  not  onehea  m 
its  infancy.  The  conetitutioa  says,  CoagrMS 
shall  have  the  power  to  provide  and  n>»i«li« 
a  navy.  And  this  has  been  read.  So  hai  n 
autlwnzed  OongreMtoraiseandanpportsniiit^ 
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fa>  Uy  and  collect  t^xea,  and  decl&re  war;  but 
the  constitDtion  does  not  fix  the  limit  of  tbese 
powera,  and  all  are  liable  to  abase.  And  the 
convention  did  not  enppose  that  anj  Oonoreas 
wonld  BO  far  aboBO  these  powers  as  to  Eeep 
cither  a  standing  arm  j  in  time  of  peace,  which 
moat  endanger  the  liberties  of  the  people,  or  a 
pomanent  navy,  that  would  involve  lu  in  con- 
tinnal  wan  with  other  nations,  and  penoanent 


ritorial  frontier,  oonButent  with  Btriot  ecoDomy, 
Bittat  have  been  oontemplated ;  and  this  force. 
naval  and  military,  ve  have  maintained;  and 
we  are  as  secure  as  a  nation  can  expect  tc 
be  from  savages  or  a  maritime  foe.  There 
would  be  aa  much  reason  why  we  should  keep 
in  pay  five  hnndred  thousand  rc^ar  troops  in 
time  of  peace,  as  yonr  twenty  venels  of  seventy- 
tbur  gatit  aodyour  forty  fiigatea,  in  addition  to 
oar  present  naval  force.  In  every  point  of 
view,  therefore,  a  permanent  navy  is  as  ii\)ori- 
oos  to  the  country  as  a  standing  army.  One 
will  endanger  yoor  libertiea  by  conquest,  and 
the  other  by  wars  with  for«gn  nations. 

Bat  1  am  aaked,  how  will  you  contend  with 
a  maritime  nation,  withoat  a  navy  t    Sir,  that 
qneatton  is  aa  easily  answered  as  tbe  first.    I 
will  ask,  how  we  socceeded  in  the  Revolutionary 
war )    We  were  withoat  any  aecarity  upon  i 
seaoonat,  and  gUU  we  succeeded.    Bnt  to 
more  apecifio — I  would  pwit  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal,  and  authorua  privateering.    Give 
scope  to  individual  enterprise,  to  destroy  the 
commerce  of  the  enemy — which  eon  be  done 
effectoaOy.     I  wonld  fortify  oar  seaport  towns ; 
station  our  gunboats  and  &igates  along  onr 
coast,  to  protect  us  at  home.  *  And  in  this  way 
I  would  in  war  avenge  the  infractions  of 
neptral  rights. 

Ur.  LowNDKs.^Mr.  Speaker,  io  one  c^ic 
eipreeaed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  last  np, 
(Ur.  JoHxaos',)  I  can  oonoor.  The  constitation 
was  not  formed  for  the  eioludve  protection  of 
commerce,  but  for  the  defence  of  all  the  inter- 
ests of  tbe  United  States.  These  are  to  be  pro- 
tected by  the  whole  force  of  the  nation.  Il'  he 
had  adhered  tbrougbont  bis  speech  to  this 
opinion,  the  questiou  would  have  been  narrow- 
ed to  tbe  inquiry,  by  what  means  shall  com- 
ment be  protected)  He  has  asserted  the  ade- 
quacy k>  tliis  purpose  of  the  nasal  force  which 
we  now  poHsegs.  This  is,  indeed,  a  different 
view  of  the  snbjeot  from  that  which  was  taken 
by  his  honorable  coUeagne.  We  were  told  but 
veaterdav,  that  the  undivided  ezortions  of  the 
United  btales  could  nut  give  them  a  navy  la^e 
eztough  to  be  useful  Xo-d^  the  five  frigates 
wbii£  we  have  la  commissiou  are  thought  sof- 
ficienl  if  properly  employed,  to  redraai  all  onr 
iqjnriea.  The  death  of  Pierce  might  have  been 
revenged,  and  the  disgrace  of  the  Ohe«^)eake 
obliterated,  if  these  five  frigaCee  had  been  aenl 
a  cruising.  We  did  not  want  force,  but  spirit 
to  employ  it  Can  it  be  neceasary  gravdv  to 
answer  theee  assertiona  t    May  I  not  trust  ihoir 


conAitation  to  that  general  knowledge  of  the 
' '  3t  which  evwy  member  of  the  House  pos- 
t  Mast  we  inquire  what  number  of 
British  vessels  have  been  lately  stationed  near 
our  coast,  or  what  greater  number  it  is  in  the 
power  of  England  to  station  there  ? 

But,  although  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  is  determined  to  defend  commerce 
by  some  method  which  he  will  not  fully  dis- 
ofose,  his-  arguments  like  those  of  my  honor- 
able friend  tram  Pennsylvania,  appeared  deaign- 
show  that  commerce  was  not  worth  de- 
g.  After  the  full  discoa^on  of  this  sub- 
ject, produced  by  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations,  and  the  debates  at  every 
stage  of  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  army, 
the  House  mi^  t  have  supposed  that  this  question 
was  at  last  dismissed.  X  hope,  however,  to  be 
ezcosed  for  remarking  that  Both  these  gentle- 
men have  considered  the  profits  of  commerce 
as  confined  to  the  merchant.  They  have  fbr- 
gotten  that  commerce  implies  a  obauge  of  com- 
modities, in  which  the  merchant  is  only  an  in- 
termediate agent  He  deriven,  indeed,  a  profit 
from  the  transaction — bnt  so  must  the  seller 
and  tiie  buyer,  the  grower  and  the  consumer, 
or  they  woidd  not  engage  in  it.  So  must  all 
those  who  are  supported  by  their  own  industry 
in  commercial  cities — the  olerk,  the  artisan,  tbe 
common  laborer.  But  my  honorable  friend 
frmn  Pennsylvania  says  that  Ur.  Pitt  estimated 
the  profits  of  commerce  in  England  at  only 
twelve  milliona  for  a  year,  in  which  the  navu 
expense  was  fourteen  or  sixteen  millions.  I 
suppose  Uits  estimate  to  have  been  made  in  re- 
lation to  the  income  tax,  and  it  obviously  mast 
have  referred  only  to  the  profits  of  merohanla, 
Tbe  profits  of  merchanta  may  be  computed,  but 
no  sober  finander  would  attempt  to  compote 
the  entire  profits  of  commerce.  If  it  be  de- 
nrable  to  form,  not,  indeed,  an  estimate,  but 
some  ccmception  of  its  importance,  let  my 
honorable  fnend  compute  the  value  of  New 
York,  where  a  few  square  feet  of  land  are  an 
estate,  and  then  compare  it  with  the  Value  of 
the  same  extent  of  ground  fbr  the  purposes  of 
the  plough.  But,  is  it  in  this  nation,  and  at 
this  time,  that  it  con  be  supposed  that  the  prof- 
its of  commerce  are  confined  to  tbe  merchant ) 
Your  trade  was,  a  few  years  ago,  unrestrained 
and  floarishLng~did  it  not  enrich  the  most  dis- 
tant parts  of  yoar  country  ?  U  has  since  been 
plundered  and  confined.  Does  not  the  industry 
of  the  country  langDish  I  Is  not  the  incoihe  of 
every  man  impured !  If  Commerce  were  de- 
stroyed, the  mercantile  class,  Indeed,  could  ex- 
ist no  longer ;  but  tbe  merchant,  the  rich  capi- 
talist, at  least,  would  individually  suffer  lees 
than  any  other  part  of  the  oommanity,  because, 
while  their  property  would  become  unproduc- 
tive, the  value  of  money  would  rise  rather  than 


The  valne  of  commerce,  then,  has  been 
strangely  misunderstood  by  these  gentlemen, 
who  suppose  that  they  have  oalcnlated  it  so 
very  accurately.     But  whatever  may  be  its 
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value,  yon  have  tiz«»Aj  detenntoed  to  defwid 
it.  Ooiuiderations  of  exp«Dse  are  not,  indeed, 
to  be  Delected.  We  miut  employ.  In  the  pro»- 
Motion  of  the  war,  tbe  cheapeet  and  most 
efficadons  instminento  of  hoetUitj  whiofa  we 
ean  obtain.  But  the  ai^onieDts  of  the  bonor- 
aUe  gentiemen  on  the  other  mde,  are  almost  all 
of  tbem  directed  a^nst  tbe  tbt  rfttber  than 
the  navy.  It  woold  be  absnrd,  laj  thej,  to 
protect  oomneroe  by  A  navy,  which  ahonid  ooat 
more  than  that  oommeroe  is  worth.  Itmnstyet 
be  more  abmird,  then,  to  protect  it  by  an  annj 
which  oosta  mDch  more  than  the  XMfj.  Id  tM 
oomparisoD  of  the  ezpensea  and  <^  the  effideiMT' 
4rf  aa  army  and  navy,  liMitDted  by  niy  coUeagne, 
there  ia  nothjiw  invidioaa.  The  army  is 
achiowledged  to  be  neccaaary.  It  haa  bad  ow 
Totea.  Bnt,  from  the  acknowledged  propHet; 
of  rising  tlie  army,  waa  fiurly  inAmd  the  pro- 
^iety  of  employing  a  iWTy,  if  it  ahonlo  be 
{>ro*ed  to  be  leaa  expenaiTe  in  prtqMwtion  to  ita 
piobable  e^saoy.  War,  (md  tOl  ita  operatdona 
and  all  ita  inatrmnenta,  most  be  eipeneive.  It 
is  diffionlt  to  detennine  upon  the  expediency  of 
onploying  any  of  dieee  inatnunenta,  except  by 
comparing  it  with  some  other.  To  oompnte  tlie 
reanlt  at  thia  compariaou,  the  bonoraUe  gentle- 
men on  the  other  mde  moat  ahow,  not  that  it  ia 
more  expenaiTe  to  maintain  a  naTy  ttao  to  be 
wiiiiont  one — not  that  it  ia  more  expoisiTe  to 
go  to  war  than  to  remain  at  peace,  (tbeae  pro- 
patitfonH  they,  perhapa,  hare  proved^  tmt  that 
tbe  electa  propoaed  to  be  ottMned  byfbe  navy 
may  be  better  or  more  cheaply  attained  in  Bom« 
other  way.  Hy  honorable  friend  from  Pennayl- 
Tanta,  then,  in  determining  not  to  follow  my 
oolleagne  in  the  inreatigation  of  the  compara- 
tive expense  of  different  kinds  of  force,  most 
have  determined  to  avoid  the  beet,  and^  indeed, 
the  only  method  of  examination  from  which  a 
Jost  ooQolDsion  oonld  be  dedoced. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Emtnoky, 
however,  who  spoke  yesterdsy,  oflbred  ottjec- 
tione  to  A  navy,  which,  if  they  were  well  fomtd- 
ed,  would  Bnpersede  all  f^irther  reasoning  and 
ealcnlation.  He  oppoeea  a  naTy  now — he  will 
oppose  it  for  ever.  It  WOoM  prodnce  no  poa- 
sible  good  and  all  poesible  evil.  It  wonld  in- 
fsUib^  destroy  tbe  constitDtion.  Will  the 
honorable  genUeman  tell  db  whyt  how? 
seee  tbe  danger  clearlyl  Will  he  explidn  it! 
An  aiobitiooB  Qeneral  mi^t  ooimpt  hiB  army, 
and  Bei^e  the  Capitol — bat  will  an  Admiral  re- 
dnoe  OS  to  Babjection  by  bringing  bis  Bbips  up 
the  Potomac!  The  strongeet  reoonunendatioQ 
of  a  navy  in  fVee  OoTcmmeDta  haa  hitherto 
tteeo  BDppoaed  to  be  that  it  woi  oqiaUe  of  de- 
fen^Dg  bat  not  oC  enalaving  ita  eonntry.  Tbe 
honorable  gentlemaa  has  ducoTered  that  thia  is 
a  vulgar  error.  A  nary  is  really  mudt  more 
dangerons  than  an  army  to  paUio  liberty.  H* 
voted  for  the  army  and  ex{ffeaaed  no  feara  for 
the  oonstitQtion.  Bat  a  aavy  wonld  in&lliblT 
temiinate  in  aristooraoy  md  monarchy.  AU 
this  may  be  very  true.  Bnt  are  jve  nnrc 
tble  in  expeoting,  before  we  ^ve  19  the  old 


i^nnion,  to  bear  some  argniaeut  in  Iayot  trf'  du 
new  one!  The  honorable  gentleman  has  as- 
serted bis  MopositioDB  very  distinctly.  We 
complain  omy  ^at  he  has  not  proved  them. 
Yet  there  ii  a  view  tn  which  this  qoeetioa  at 
navy  ie,  indeed,  closely  connected  with'  Oe 
oonititation.  That  constitntion  was  rmmed  by 
the  onion  of  independent  Btatea,  that  tb 
strength  of  the  whole  mi^t  be  employed  fiv 
the  protection  of  every  part.  Tbe  States  va« 
not  Ignorant  of  tbe  valne  of  thoee  rights  whidi 
they  snrrendered  to  tbe  General  Governm^tf, 
bat  they  expected  ■  conipeDSBti<m  tar  tbcdr  rc* 
Unqnialnnent  in  the  increased  power  -wbid 
w<»ld  be  emj^i^ed  for  tbw  itt^oe.  Sbi^mm 
thia  expeetwon  disaroointed— eoj^Mise  Iha 
bjn^r.ttt  New  Ttal:  bloi^aded  bf  two  aeneoty* 
foarst  The  commerce  of  that  dty,  whidi  ex- 
ists only  by  commerce,  destroyed!  Hie  {ho- 
tection  of  iite  Qeneral  OovMiunent  elainedt 
Toor  whde  navy  could  not  drive  these  ^"gfrti 
Beventy-fonrB  from  tlieir  station.  Would  the 
brave  and  enterprinng  people  of  New  Toii 
oiHuent  to  see  their  capital  emptied  <rf'  its  in- 
habitants, and  their  whole  conntiy  beggared  by 
so  contemptible  a  force  t  Tfa^  own  exerticws 
wonld  raise  a  fleet  which  wonltl  drive  off  the 
enemy  and  restore  their  city  to  its  owners. 
Bnt,  when  a  sin^e  State  shall  find  heraetf  able 
to  raiaa  a  greater  fleet  than  the  General  Got- 
enunent  can  or  will  employ  for  her  defence, 
can  it  be  expected  that  she  shaU  conatdtr  that 
Govemmmt  M  enential  to  her  safety — as  en- 
titled to  her  obedieooet  I  repeat  that  the  Fede- 
ral Constitntioa  waa  instituted  by  tbe  Statc^ 
that  the  strength  of  tbe  whole  mi^t  be  coo- 
bined  for  the  protection  of  any  part  whi<A 
dioold  be  attacked.  Bnt  what  is  the  natnre  uT 
tbe  defence  which  one  of  cnr  large  States  may 
be  sopposed  interested  to  obtain  from  the  Gene- 
ral Government  t  leit  a  land  force  t  We  ten 
scarcely  expect  an  attack  on  Isad,  to  repd 
which  the  militia  of  New  Toil  or  UanaciiiuettB 
wonld  be  nnecraaL  Were  either  of  these  Stales 
attacked,  the  General  Govtnunent  would  protect 
her  br  ordering  oat  her  own  mDitia.  To  render 
the  IJnion  permanent,  yon  most  render  it  the 
interest  of  all  the  States,  tbe  large  as  wdl  aa 
tbe  small,  to  maintain  it ;  yon  mnst  show  tbtm 
that  it  will  provide,  not  an  army  which  tbey 
can  have  withoot  it,  bnt  what  wilhont  it  th^ 
cannot  have — an  adeqoate  navy. 

Ibe  honorable  genttemanwhoantidpatestlie 
destruction  of  the  oonalitntion,  anlesa  we  ihal] 
neglect  one  of  the  great  interests  wbidi  it  was 
intokded  to  protect,  conaidera  the  En^iA 
Order*  in  ComiM  oa  leaving  onr  institatioM 
firm  and  nntoodied.  BegnlstKHiB,  the  eflM  of 
wtnoh  is  to  (^Te  to  a  fonipi  power  the  com- 
plete diapodtion  of  the  proper^  <tf  a  knie  dua 
of  oor  people,  are  itseema  ia  urir  politiea)  r»- 
snlt  Wooatt.  Although  every  dtiteo  who  has 
property  on  the  oeean  become  dqwodent  oa 
the  En^iah  UJnisby,  become  their  subject,  cor 
liberty  and  independence  are  (we  are  ttM)  ttft- 
impaired.    Bnt  let  a  naTy  be  raised— Jet  Aa 
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SoTemment  wbioh  expects  obedieoee  provide 
proteotioti,  tuA  the  oonstitQtioti  periahesl 

Bat  Te  haTa  been  referred  partionlBrlj  bj 
my  honorable  friend  b«ni  PennsjlTUiia  to  the 
experience  of  die  world,  as  hftving  already  de- 
cided the  qaeetion  which  we  are  now  diaoosa- 
ing.  It  aeems  that  Venice  and  Genoa,  and 
vvtaj  other  naval  power  wbioh  can  he  named, 
have  all  furnished  abundant  proof  of  the  rain' 
Due  effeeta  which  nieh  a  foroe  is  oalonlated  to 
prodvce.  Bir,  the  assertion  is  new.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  an  intimate  aoqnaintance  witb  the 
mstoriee  of  those  nations,  bat  I  have  hitherto 
believed  that  the  first  great  ibook  which  the 
power  of  Venioe  received,  was  ^ven  b;  the 
Leagne  of  Oambray — a  lesgae  fon^d  to  reprees 
her  ambitden,  not  (rf  maritima,  but  of  territo- 
rial aggrandizement.  Bat,  whilst  Venice  has 
loet  her  independ^koe,  after  nu^ntainiag  it  for 
fire  or  dz  eentwiea,  may  I  aak  my  honoraUe 
friend  wbetber  the  Statea  of  Italf,  which  were 
aevar  oppresMd  bj  fleeta,  had  eqjojed  a  longer 
tmntrf  prosperity  and  freedom  t    Aa  to  Qenoa 


H<dlKid,  says  the  gentleman  from  £entDokj, 
sflbrds  an  example  of  a  nation,  whose  ctnn- 
meree  Sonriehed  grestlj'  before  it  had  a  navy, 
and  decayed  while  her  navy  oontiuiied  power- 
foL  If  there  ever  were  a  people,  whose  naval 
power  has  been  employed  to  protect  and  al- 
moat  to  create  their  commerce,  it  Is  the  Dat<th. 
They  fought  their  w^  at  the  same  time  to 
trade  in  the  East  Indies  and  America,  and  to 
national  indepeodenoe  io  Eutifw,  The  deaay 
of  their  trade  is  to  be  attribnted  to  the  develw- 
meat  of  the  rflKnuroe*  of  other  nationa;  to  tbe 
navigation  act  of  England;  and  the  ahnilv 
measures  adopted  by  other  powers.  As  to 
France — the  period  of  her  greatest  financial 
^oqwritj  probably  coincided  with  that  of  her 
greateat  naval  power;  bodi  were  due  to  the 
Adminittralion  of  OolberL  Bnt  the  evils  of 
a  navy  (gentlemen  tell  n^  have  been  oon- 
oentrated  in  the  case  of  ]^gland.  With  all 
her  fleeta  she  is  destined  soon  to  lose  her  inde- 
pendenoe.  The  expense  of  those  fleeta  has 
eroshed  the  tndnstry  of  her  ant^eetij  and  mnst 
soon  rednce  her  to  national  bwikmptcy.  Let 
OB  anppose  that  tbeae  gentlemen,  who  have  been 
■omoch  mistaken  in  regard  to  tne  past,  may  be 
more  aoeorate  in  their  narrative  of  the  ftitore. 
Still  England  will  have  owed  to  her  fleeta  ^er 
redemption  frvm  invasion  for  ages  past  While 
every  other  coniiderable  nation  of  Europe  has 
been  bankrupt  over  and  ov^r  again,  she  is  not 
yet  banlonpt.  While  neariy  every  other  Oov- 
ernment  of  Eorope  has  bera  overMt,  hers  yet 
ridee  oat  the  storm.  Bboold  Enj^d  fkll  to- 
morrow, it  should  seem  imposuble  to  deny  that 
her  navy  will  have  prolonged  her  independence 
for  at  least  two  oentories, 

Hy  honorable  oolleagne  has  calonlated  the 
expense  of  building  ana  maintaining  a  navy  of 
13  afaipe-of-the-line  and  SO  frigadea,  and  has  ex- 
plained the  principles  on  which  his  osleolatimiB 


have  been  fouided.  The  estimate  of  the  gen- 
tleman trota  Pennsylvania  can  hardly  be  oon- 
ridered,  after  the  error  which  has  been  remark- 
ed, as  impugning  those  oalonlations.  I  have 
not  myself  attempted  to  estimate  the  probable 
expense  of  maJntalning  IS  ships^f-the-line  and 
SO  frigate*  with  any  precision,  but  I  cannot 
doubt  the  &imeas  of  the  rale  which  deduces  it 
from  the  expense  of  such  a  force  to  England. 
This  is  the  rule  which  I  understood  my  ool- 
leagne  to  have  employed.  It  has  not  becoi  dis- 
puted in  debate;  it  has  been  in  conversation. 
Hany  gentlemen  have  ohjedted  to  an  estimate 
of  the  expenses  of  a  navy  during  war,  in  wbioh 
(as  they  suppose)  no  allowance  is  made  for  the 
peooliar  expenses  whioh  war  involves.  To 
have  all  oor  ships  safe  at  the  end  of  the  otm- 
teet  is  observed  to  be  ratiur  a  sanguine  expeo- 
tation.  Bntiftlie  rate  (tf  expense  in  tho  esti- 
mate of  my  ooUeagne  were  deduced  fr<»n  liw 
rate  of  English  eniaise  during  war,  these  ob- 
jections must  be  altogetlter  gtouDdlus.  Now, 
It  iRH  deduced  from  the  expense  which  is 
found  suffldenl  to  ■"*'"*^'"  the  English  Navy 
in  a  state  of  unimpaired  strength  dering  war. 
The  English  eipuise,  from  whioh  it  was  In- 
ferred, included  the  charge  of  docks  and  navy- 
yards,  of  the  repwr  of  old  ships  and  of  the 
building  of  new  ones.  It  included  penaicKis  to 
their  oScars,  and  even  the  support  of  the  pris- 
oners taken  from  their  enemies.  I  have  on  my 
table  a  detailed  aoooout  of  the  English  uav^ 
expenditure  for  a  year  of  the  last  war.  The 
whole  amount  was  about  twelve  millions  and  a 
halt^  and  <^  this  ram  folly  fbor  mSliona  and  a 
half  were  Bf>plied  to  what  m^  be  considered 
the  oontingent  expenses  (tf  the  navy.  Now,  ia 
there  any  reason  to  suppose  that  tiie  contin- 
gent expenses  of  onr  navy  would  be  grei^  In 
proportion  to  its  force  than  this  1  And  if  not 
greater,  has  not  an  allowance  been  made  for 
Uie  capture  of  some  of  onr  ships,  or,  in  other 
words,  for  the  hoildtng  of  new  ones?  It  ia 
bue,  that  from  the  superiority  of  English 
sailors  to  their  preeent  enemies,  England  keea 
little  by  capture,  and,  it  may  be  supposed,  that 
frwn  the  greater  frequency  and  severity  of  onr 
oonfliols  when  we  shall  be  engaged  in  war 
against  her,  onr  contingent  expenses  may  be 
greatM  in' proportion  to  the  number  of  our 
diips  then  hers.    But  there  are  many  expensea 


suiting  from  hlooka^ng  squadrons,  and  tl 
from  repi^rs  in  oolonial  and  foreign  porta. 
Theee  can  appear  inconsiderable  to  no  man  who 
has  given  uis  attention  in  any  draree  to  the 
subject.  Naval  men  I  believe  would  not  eon- 
teaoiot  me,  if  I  were  to  state  tiie  expense  of  a 
ship  employed  an  a  strict  blockade,  and  parti- 
cularly during  the  winter  months,  as  folly 
double  tbat  of  a  ship  engaged  in  ordinary  ser- 
vice. In  fsctL  En^and  finds  the  expoise  too 
great  for  her  finances,  and  has  been  obliged,  in 
gome  measure,  to  ^ve  up  the  practice.  The 
other  article  of  expenditure  to  whioh  I  have 
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referred,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  estimate  witb 
any  precision.  It  most,  however,  be  obrionB 
to  every  nan,  that  the  ihlps  of  var  of  England 
mnat  fraqaentl;  be  repaired  and, refitted  iu  dis- 
tant oountries.  la  these  the  moat  sompaloQa 
fidelitj  and  econom  j  on  the  part  of  her  offloers 
oanaot  prevent  the  expense  from  being  fre- 
qoently  eitrovagftnt  liie  moat  Mlutarf  rega- 
lations  and  most  provident  inatrnctioas  on  die 
part  of  the  Admlnigtration  at  home  cannot  pre- 
vent her  officers  from  being  eometimee  careless 
and  fraadolenL  I  reoolleot  an  inatanee  of  the 
enonnoos  expense  involved  in  iJie  distant  ser- 
vices reqoirea  from  the  British  Navy,  which  I 
cannot  pretend  to  state  with  aocnraey,  bnt  In 
which  I  hope  not  to  be  anbetantiall  j  wrong. 
Bir  Home  Popbam  (a  distingnished  officer  in 
the  EnglUh  Navy)  had  nnder  his  command  in 
the  last  war  two  or  three  fVigat«s  in  the  East 
Indies.  They  had  left  England  in  good  oondi- 
tion,  and  their  repairs  for  two  or  three  years, 
and  tiie  supplyofthedifferent  articles  of  equip- 
ment wbldi  they  occasionally  required,  exceed- 
ed, I  believe^  the  prime  oost  of  the  vessels 
themselves.  These  two  items  of  expenditure, 
blockading  squadrons,  and  repairs  in  distant 
countries,  (to  neither  of  whidi  an  American 
Navy  would  be  liable,)  will  be  acknowledged, 
I  think,  to  Justify  the  oonctnsion,  that  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  English  Navy  must  be 
as  great  in  proportion  to  its  force  as  oars  wonld 
be  in  war— and  therefore  that  the  rule  em- 
ployed in  theoalcnlations  of  my  oolleegne  was 
oorrect. 

Bat  onr  resonroea  for  the  equipment  of  a 
navy  appear  to  the  honorable  gentlunen  on  the 
other  Biae,  as  deficient  in  respect  to  men  and 
mon^.  Sailors  in  this  country  cannot  be  ob- 
tained in  sufficient  nombera  without  impress- 
ment,. It  is  not  neoewary,  sir,  to  inquire 
whether  for  the  defence  of  their  pecoliar  rights 
the  servicea  of  a  marine  militia  mav  not  be  re- 

S aired.  There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  our  bdng 
ble  to  procure  the  voluntary  eerview  of  our 
seamen.  If  we  shall  at  any  time  be  enga^fed  in 
a  war  (like  that  vrith  Franoe  in  1798)  which  shall 
leave  tiie  greater  port  of  oar  trade  onaCTceted, 
the  wages  of  sailore  will,  indeed,  be  high,  bnt 
the  number  required  will  be  small  and  the  Gov- 
ernment can  anbrd  high  wages.  In  a  war  of  a 
different  character — agunst  a  nation  powarfat 
at  sea~yonr  a^ors  will  be  thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment and  their  wages  will  be  necessarily 
low.  Bnt  gentlemen  object  to  this  reasoning 
on  the  supposition  that  in  such  a  cose  our 
sailors  would  all  engage  in  privateers.  The 
notion  that  In  any  war  there  will  be  a  demand 
in  thiB  country  for  mora  than  thirty  thousand 
Ftulors  for  privateers  is  sorely  ka  extravagant 
one.  Bnt  it  has  been  shown  by  my  colleague 
that  in  a  war  which  should  diminish  oar  trade 
by  one-half,  (and  a  war  requiring  any  great 
naval  exertion  would  necessarily  do  this,) 
thirty  or  forty  thooaand  seamen  may  he  em- 
ployed in  privateers,  and  a  anfflcient  number 
wtnld  remain  for  f  onr  pablio  ahipa.    Bnt  are 
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not  vour  privateers  as  much  a  part  of  th«  n*- 
val  force  of  the  nation  as  your  ships  i^inrt 
It  has  been  said,  indeed,  that  they  are  tb«  mora 
liseM  part  Now,  if  the  Governmeot  «bouU 
believe  (what  neither  sober  reSectioti  doc  the 
experience  of  other  nations  con  permit  it  to 
doubt)  that  this  part  ofyoarforce  cannot  tw is 
any  great  degree  serviceable  onleas  suppontd 
by  a  fleet — tbes  surely  a  limitation  to  iia  «j- 
tent,  which  would  be  neoessary  even  to  the  in- 
terest of  ita  owners,  cannot  fairly  be  olgecud 
to.  Tbe  law  Just  passed  for  rai^ng  tweniy-fiTt 
tlioueand  men,  provides,  I  think,  for  onlj  oh 
r^[iment  of  cavalry.  Now,  it  is  very  pooibk 
that  a  much  latger  proportion  of  the  twea^- 
flve  tbtmsand  men  that  can  be  accommodit<d 
in  this  regiment,  may  choose  to  go  to  Caudi 
on  horseback.  They  must  he  disappointed,  ud 
uther  not  go  into  the  army  at  all,  or  go  iala 
the  aerviee  which  they  least  de^r^  No  mu 
has  hitherto  denounced  the  act  as  on  th»  w- 
count  tyrannical  and  opprewive.  Yet  this  am 
seems  to  me  a  trae  parallel  to  the  other,  b 
the  navaL  as  in  the  military  service,  tbe  in- 
terest of  the  country  requires  the  eropleyment 
of  diSbrent  sorts  of  foroe ;  and  the  object  at} 
be  attained  with  equal  fairness  in  both  aerriecs 
by  limiting  the  amount  (tf  the  favorite  force. 

Mr.  Llw  said :  B^g  in  favor  of  tlie  bill  nov 
nnder  oonsideration,  I  beg  leave  to  eipreta  my 
sentiments,  and  state  the  reasons  in  support  lu 
my  o[dnion ;  and  the  only  pledge  I  sh^  tier 
to  the  Honae,  for  their  attention,  is,  that  I  bUS 
not  occupy  much  of  thmr  time. 

This  bill,  sir,  embraces  two  oltjeeta— ons  le- 
latea  to  the  repurs  and  equipment  of  the  shifs 
of  the  United  States  now  out  of  service— tli« 
other  contemp1at«s  the  building  of  ten  aiMi- 


what  is  called  the  present  orisia,  or  potting  tba 
nation  in  armor  for  war,  aa  reported  by  th« 
Oommittee  of  Foreign  Belations;  bnt  frcana 
conviction,  that,  aa  an  abstract  qaeation  or 
matter  of  generu  policy,  I  deem  it  fw  the  in- 
tereat  and  security  of  the  United  States,  to  be- 
gin the  establishment  of  a  Navy,  Ui  be  pet 
petnated  end  extended  hereafter — and,  beaon 
I  b^eve  it  may  be  acoompliehed,  to  the  extent 
at  preeent  proposed,  from  tbe  ordinary  meaBS 


whether  it  ia  for  the  interest  of  the  Uniud 
States  we  mnst  examine  and  see  how  it  is  con- 
nected with  the  great  and  essential  interest  w 
the  country.  The  basis  of  onr  national  wesldi 
is  agriculture ;  the  real  substance  of  the  niHan 
is  drawn  from  the  earth.  This  arises  from  li« 
great  and  extensive  territory  which  we  powM, 
thinly  settled,  low  in  price,  of  an  excelJent  st^ 
capable,  from  its  fertility  and  variety  (rf  elimtt^  of 
aftording  prodnoo  of  every  kind,  in  the  gr»ttrt 
abandance.  The  surplus  of  ^  is  wasted  in 
otiwr  counteiea,  where  natnro  has  bem  I** 
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bonntiial ;  and  it  must  be  &  groat  while  befbre 
tbe  labor  of  our  citizenB  can  be  diverted  ezten- 
rively  into  other  obanaola — I  mean  raauiifao- 
tnrefl.  Thia  b  a  condition  in  whicb  we  oogtit 
to  r^oice  for  tbe  oaasas,  whioh  bind  as  in  tnb 
neceAity,  are  tbo(«  wbtob  tend  to  preserve  tbe 
Biorals,  the  bappineas,  and  the  independanoe  of 
tbe  nation.  And  cntil  our  lands  are  ta^en  op, 
■nd  popnlatioQ  becomea  Tednndant,  tbe  baaia  of 
onr  national  wealth  mnat  be  the  farming  in- 
terest. Bnt,  far,  io  a  country  so  blessed  by  na- 
ture ;  wbere  the  inbabitanta  have  tbe  greatest 
Btimulas  to  indastry,  tbe  irnita  of  their  labor 
■eonred  by  jaal  and  equal  lawa ;  wbere  tbe 
property  cannot  be  taken  ftoni  the  owner  with- 
out hia  coDsent,  there  will  be  a  vaet  anrplua, 
beyond  what  tbe  oonanniption  of  the  country 
requires.  Hence,  commerce  gpringa  np  aa  the 
daoghter  and  handmaid  of  agricnltare.  With- 
out eommercB,  agrionltnre  would  lanffniab. 
With  it,  wealth  is  oonaolidated,  and  indnatry 
promoted.  It  diSoses  its  benign  inSnence,  di»- 
eorerable  in  the  splendid  and  deligbtiiil  im- 
proTementa,  which  rejoice  tbe  eye  irf  tbe  trav- 
eller, throaghoat  the  cooatry.  And  it  is  as  nn- 
natnTsl  for  the  farming  Interest  to  oppress  the 
omnmerdal,  as  it  is  for  the  parent  to  abandnu 
its  oSpring.  They  mntual!/  oheriah  and  snp- 
port  each  other;  and,  by  natural  sympathy, 
mnst  be  affbctad  by  tiie  checks  and  disorders 
whioh  each  may  receive.  Bat  commerce  mnst 
be  protected.  It  cannot  protect  itself  against 
force.  Being  carried  on  abroad  on  the  ocean, 
(br  I  am  speaking  of  foreign  commerce,)  it  is 
■direct  to  annoyance,  int«rrap(ion,  snd  hazard. 
W«  most  pass  tbe  common  highway  of  nations 
to  Ket  to  a  market ;  and  in  this  ronto,  tbe  weak 
and  defoaoeleas  most,  and  always  will  be  the 
MK)rt  and  prey  of  the  strong  and  violent,  whom 
they  meet  in  the  way.  From  the  wretched 
■tate  of  those  nations  with  whom  we  have 'in- 
terooaraa,  we,  from  weaknees,  most  fall  victims 
to  their  violenoe.  This  is  an  evil  whicb  we 
riiall  always  experience  as  a  nentral,  oomlng  in 
oolltBkia  with  belligerents.  Shall  we  Oiea 
abandon  eommeroe,  or  shall  we  strive  to  snp- 
port  it!  It  will  be  for  the  Interest  of  the  oonn- 
try  to  HQ{n)ort  it,  if  poeeible ;  for  if  we  abandon 
it,  the  evil  will  reooil  on  tiie  agricoltnral  part, 
who,  no  longer  than  fbreign  eommeroe  is  sap- 
ported,  can  find  a  vent  for  their  Borplos ;  and 
■withont  a  vent  for  the  sorplne,  a  bare  com- 
petency might  be  endangered.  Internal  oom- 
meroe  would  always  fad,  for  that,  being  bnt 
A  stream  from  fbreign  eommeroe,  mast  dry 
when  the  fbnntain  from  whence  it  issues  foils. 
Xotarprise  ceases,  and  langnor  and  poverty 
«nsne.  It  ia  then  for  the  interaat  of  tbe  nation 
to  cherish  oomiaerce.  Bnt  how  can  this  he 
doae  t  Will  a  navy  have  this  effect!  I  think 
b  wilL  Indeed,  if  the  little  navy  whioh  was 
commmoed  soma  years  ago,  had  been  sapport«d 
and  increaaed  «a  it  might  have  been  witbont 
aay  diffically,  we  mif^t,  and  in  all  probabili^ 
riionld,  have  avoided  ear  present  calamities. 
We  are  now  the  defencatees  prey  of -botii  France 


then  be  asked,  shall  we  not  go  to  war  and  fight 
our  way!  I  have  already  recorded  my  n^a- 
tive  on  the  several  questions  preparatory  to 
that  step,  and  I  am  decidedly  against  going  to 
war.  We  have  not  the  means  necessary,  and 
unsnccessfol  resistance  will  only  make  our  con- 
dition worse.  I  verily  believe,  if  this  nation 
bad  fostered  onr  infant  navy,  from  tbe  time  it 
was  commenced,  and  had  not,  by  a  atrange  in- 
fatuation, abandoned  and  neglected  it,  it  would 
now  have  been  too  important  to  be  despised, 
by  either  France  or  England.  T)ur  prosperity 
would  have  continued.  Our  strength  wonld 
have  been  dreaded,and  our  friendship  courted 
by  both  nations.  While  they  have  been  eon- 
tending  for  the  mastery,  we,  with  such  naval 
force  as  we  onght  to  have  bad,  and  a  strict 
course  of  neutrality,  might  have  pursued  a  law- 
ful and  gainful  trade.  We  might  have  had  a 
perpetn^  revenue  of  sixteen  millions,  instead  of 
the  pittance  now  reoeived  at  tbe  Treasury.  I  be- 
lieve, that  with  the  navy  we  might  have  had.  and 
a  correct  strict  neutral  course,  there  would  nave 
been  neither  Berlin  end  Milan  Decrees,  nor  Or- 
ders in  Council,  to  annoy  our  lawful  commerce. 
Mr.  RoBBBTS  observed,  that  there  appeared 
to  be  a  disposition  in  the  committee  to  take  the 
question  on  tbe  filling  the  blank  in  the  first  sec- 
tion without  further  debate.  As  he  could  not 
vote  for  appropriating  (480,000  for  tbe  repair 
of  the  vessels  of  war  unfit  for  service,  it  would 
perhaps  he  the  most  proper  time  to  submit  his 
opinions.  I  have  not,  Mr.  Cbdrman,  said  be 
been  a  listless  hearer  of  the  very  Ingenious  ar- 
gumenta  advanced  by  gentlemen  in  favor  of  the 
report  He  had,  however,  been  so  unfortunate 
as  to  be  more  confirmed  in  his  inclination  to 
vote  ag^nqt  the  bill,  from  attentively  weighing 
these  argtmientSL  The  select  committee  in  their 
report  (for  they  had  reported  specially  as  wet! 
■s  by  bill)  have  said,  with  oracular  confidence, 
that  this  country  is  inevitably  destined  to  be- 
come a  naval  power.  He  had  not,  with  them, 
become  a  fatalist  Thongh  he  was  dbposed  to 
claim  a  high  destiuy  for  bis  country,  be  did  not 
believe  that  destiny  was  yet  immutably  fixed. 
He,  however,  believed  tbe  question  now  to  he 
decided  most  have  an  iufiuence  on  that  destiny, 
that  might  at  an  early  day,  if  decided  affirma- 
tively, obliterate  our  happy  civil  institutions ; 
if  negatively,  preserve  them  long  tbe  best  bless- 
ings of  posterity.  Gentlemen  who  have  ad- 
vooat«d  a  naval  esteblisbment,  have  chosen  to 
eon«der  thb  bill  and  report  as  the  furtherance 
of  a  system  already  in  existence,  and  that,  how- 
ever ^ort  of  their  wishes  the  committee  maybe 
disposed  to  go,  they  stand  prepared  to  view 
whatever  might  be  done  to  augment  tbe  naval 
force  as  an  evidence  of  assent  to  their  system. 
Mr.  R.  said  at  one  time  be  bad  inclined  to  vote 
for  the  approprbtion  of  a  sum  to  equip  such  of 
the  vesseb  now  out  of  service  as  might  be  found 
worthy  of  refittal.  But  on  discovering  it  would 
be  oonsldered  as  an  acknowledgment  that  a 
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not  Rr«tt  likelihood  the  moiiej  would  bo  .  .. 
^>phed  in  repairing  oM,  than  in  btdl^iw  sew 
Tesaeti,  and  fading  ■  oonTiotioo  that  if  tlieae 
Teesels  Bhontd  be  deemed  wwthj  of  repur,  tlie7 
oould  not  be  l>rongfat.into  aotion  in  that  azigwkae 
ofvarirhen  tbejoonld  be  QMfbl  as  in  <' 

ease  land  defwoe  nrtist  be  TWorted  tOL  and 

ocKiaequeDt  exf^eua  inonmd,  lie  ahonld  f«el  it 
bis  iatj  to.TOte  against  this  appropriation. 

It  has  been  obaerred.  that  th«  oonsiitatloa 
has  inTaeted  Oongr«SB  with  power  to  Mgniate 
oonuDcroe,  U>  [vovlde  and  maintaJBanary,  Ac 
There  is  nothing,  said  Hr.  B^  In^wratiTe  in  this. 
It  was  neoeasaiT  in  a  gcoecal  i 

to  insert  many  items  to  be  left _ 

cretion  of  Congreea,  to  nae  or  not  to  use.  Boon 
after  the  QoTeniment  oame  into  operaliaa,  it 
became  a  &Torite  object  with  one  set  of  p<di- 
ticUns  to  form  a  navy.  On  the  oooaskin  of  our 
oommwce  being  dqtrodated  upon  by  the  Bar- 
bary  corsair^  the  anestion  first  oame  np.  Ii 
becMme  a  nutter  of  delilieratioa  whether  a  peace 
shoold  be  pnrchased  of  them  with  money  and 
TmeentB ;  whether  some  Enropean  power  ihonld 
De  snbsidiied  to  keep  a  few  fHgstea  on  t' 
station,  or  whether  a  navsl  fbroe  shoold 
equipped  for  thepiiTpoae(Bsall^ed)of  enaUii^ 
the  President  to  negotiate  to  bett^sflML  The 
party  with  whom  I  have  always  fbcmd  it  my 
doty  to  set,  said  Hr,  &,  oppowi,  on  that  oc- 
casion, the  oommenoement  of  a  nary  ^retem, 
when  it  was  incited  under  ctromnsCanoes  so 
spedoDS.  They  wwe,  however,  in  the  minority. 
The  ships  of  war  were  voted— with  what  efibct 
on  the  AlgeHnes,  be  did  not  slop  to  inquire.  K 
this  opporition  to  the  commeneement  of  s  Naval 
Est«blJshmeDt  was  wrong  in  tlie  minority,  their 
snoceeeors  ought  not  to  follow  them ;  bat  if  it 
should  be  fonnd  that  th^  were  right,  the 
gronnd  oi^t  never  tp  be  quitted.  The  quee- 
tiaa  of  Inoreaaiiw  the  navy  was  again  diseaaaed 
in  the  oelebrated  thnes  of  '98-9.  The  ooUiaions 
with  France  had  raised  the  war  fever  T«>y  hi^. 
A  navy  was  vooifwonsly  owitetided  for  as  the 
moflt  efficient  means  of  defence.  It  waa  when 
),  that  the  President, 


things  were  in  this  state,  that  the  Prsaident,  in 
hia  replr  to  the  Hsrtne  Society  of  Boston,  who 
had  witn  much  fervor  tendered  him  their  ap- 
probation of  bis  measures,  hoped  to  see  the 
wooden  walls  of  America  considered  as  ber 
beet  defence.  Because  Athens,  when  she  Was 
invaded  by  the  boats  of  Xenes,  had  chosen  to 
intenret  the  oracle  that  promised  her  safa^  in 
woocen  walls,  rationaUy,  America  most  take 
the  same  ooorsa,  however  dissimilarly  ^tnstod. 
The  peop^  of  Attics,  inhabiting  a  circamscrib- 
ed  territory,  fonnd  safety  in  their  fleet,  and  they 
oonid  .have  fbund  it  nowhere  else.  Bat  eaca 
oannot  he  the  case  with  Amerios.  Erai  the 
hosts  of  Xenes  ooald  not  make  it  neoeesary  for 
the  American  people  to  qnit  thur  territory — 
the  igan  would  not  hold.  On  this  oocasioD, 
too,  the  Bepoblioan  party  mmsistenUy  iqtposed 


a  navy;  strange  blindness  and  obedaaey,  tf 
they  Were  not  nistained  by  reaarat  aa  v«D  aa 
principle.  On  thia  oecasiMt,  the  sni^m-tan  «f 
a  navy  system  ww*  a  majtHity  in  coonciL  F<v 
a  moment  they  anooeedea  with  their  iimaiaiiia 
Bot  the  psUio  oonadls  were  soon  Sled  by  dw 
petqde  vrith  men  of  other  minds,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  put  to  resL 

Gentlemen  have  considered  thia  aobject  on  its 
general  priodples  and  remote  oonseqaenceB.  la 
this  point  of  view,  md  Vr.  R.,  it  preseats  a 
wide  field  fbr  refieoUon.  Hie  ChairmaK  (Ht. 
Ohkvss)  has  oomplained  he  has  had  to  meet 
this  Bnb)aot  Mtoamlwfed  with  mneh  error  aad 
many  pngn^Uees ;  among  wUeh  is  the  idc«  thtf 
a  naval  system  is  pr^ndi^al  to  dvil  liberty. 
The  Opposen  of  n  navy,  with  aa  air  (rf  no  smafl 
trinmphj  are  called  open  to  show  how  «  sjataB 
irfnuOTlune  power  would  endsnger  thefreledoa 
of  onr  oomitiy.  It  has  been  said,  a  mititaiT 
ohiattaiB,  by  an  eaay  tranrntion,  m^  becotnea 
civil  mier,  and  that  the  commander  of  an  amy 
has  often  become  a  deq>ot,  while  no  soeh  «vsat 
oould  happed  from  a  naval  oranmander,  as 
sodi  an  office  gave  no  power  on  torrg^ria.  If 
we  loofcalittledeeper  mto  the  sabjeet,  w«  ^aB 
find  we  have  aa  mncb  bo  fear,  and  even  UMir^ 
fbom  a  naval  than  a  ihilitary  power.  The  lat- 
ter can  only  be  kept  In  time  of  war,  and  ftv 
oomparativdy  bat  short  periods ;  at  a  time  too^ 
wb^  the  pnblio  qiirit  is  awakeiied  and  read; 
to  oppose  encroadmienL  Thecbaircrfrtdeaay 
poariUy  be  gained  bj  a  military  chief;  but  ai 
attempt  on  the  pubUc  liberty  has  a  mnoh  gKtfei 


place  on  very  rare  oontingenc? ;  bBttheminof 
the  public  Uberty  can  hardly  fiul  to  be  a  oottse- 

Sience  of  the  establishm^t  of  >  naval  pmres:; 
istory  proves  to  us  that  maritime  power  baa 
alwajB  exdted  national  ambitimi  to  a  qarit  of 
oonqneat  and  plmider.  A  naval  power  wiB 
se^  otdoniea  and  porta  in  distant  plsoea.  Ths 
ohanoe,  nay,  the  oertun^,  of  odliaona  with 
other  nationa,  is  multipUed,  and  a  owmption  «f 
morals  is  |«odDoed,  that  cannot  &il  to  maka 
the&ft  OoTwnmeot  on  earth  a  tyranny,  Ina 
eonrse  of  evMits  that  the  patriot  can  neilhv 
prevent  nor  divert  to  other  ooneeqiMaH)e&.  A 
shcwt  time  after  Athens  had  fonnd  safety  in  ha 
wooden  waUa,  one  of  bar  stateown  pnqMaed 
she  abonld  born  the-  fleeta  of  her  neighbM^ 
that  she  might  thereby  be  rend^^d  mistress  ef 
Greece.  "nuB  pcqjeot  the  virlne  of  the  pe(»le 
resisted ;  but  that  virtoe  soon  gave  way  in  tha 
expedition  to  the  C>yclsdes,  where  her  navy 
committed  sets  of  violence  that  most  inddibly 
fix  the  stun  of  the  Uaoksat  perfidy  and  cntel^ 
on  the  Athenian  character.  What  eonld  bs  a 
more  mqirovoked  act  at  aggrnasion  than  btr 
crdsade  i^amst  gyraouse,  a  crime  thst  vistsd 
her  with  a  declension  of  power  from  which  aha 
never  recovered  t  For  a  nation  to  beUet-e  bar 
destinies  fixed,  U  in  a  great  measure  to  fix  tbem. 
Nothing,  pertiqia,  oontribnted  more  to  maka 
RoDM  the  mistreas  of  the  world,  than  the  oiadsi 
pr««niaed  IL     Her  heroea  and  atatasasB 
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were  gtJma]at«d  tberebj  to  fnlfU  ber  destin;. 
Tbe  maritime  rapremaoT'  of  Britain  u,  perbaps, 
owing  as  mncli  to  the  belief  tlist  she  ia  ue 
destined  Qa«eii  of  the  watera,  aa  to  imj  otber 
csnae.  Thoi^  rach  ofwra^o*  be  oolcnlated 
to  brioK  aboat  aatoniabmg  effisotaj  bow  nnforta- 
iiate  Is  It  wbea  a  ttUioa's  ajtt  are  thos  directed 
to  imprt^MT  attainmeirta — it  beeomea  %  eoDrce 
bf  inoaloDlable  evil.  Atliena  and  Borne  were 
tba  viotima  of  Bncb  a  policy,  aa  Britain  la  »t 
tbis  time,  I  fervently  hope,  eaid  Mr.  R_for  a 
better  deatiny  for  our  belcved  ccnntrj.  Rome 
and  Owthage  were  bo^  g''eat  maritime  powen ; 
ft  was  not  hi  I^bia  and  Italy 4hey  began  to  oon- 
fend  for  sapenorit7,  bnt  in  Sicily  and  Iberia, 
^e  conflicts  thence  artBins  brought  terror  to 
tfae  gates  of  Rome,  and  lud  Oarthsge  in  ashea. 
The  abuse  ot  maritime  poWer  in  both  those 
States  changed  tjie  tree  featnree  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  l«at  a  dreary  despotism  in  their  etead. 
A  nsval  Tlctory  secnred  to  the  aeotmd  Obbst 
tjie  role  of  the  mistreea  of  the  world.  In  later 
times,  we  have  been  told,  said  Mr,  R.,  Ibe  Ae- 
olenson  of  roaritime  8tat«s  bss  been  dae  to 
other  causes  than  their  Naval  Establiahmenta. 
la  some  iDitanoea  it  may  have  been  so.  When 
the  sb^ngth  and  power  of  a  State  baa  arisen 
entirely  from  the  profits  of  commerce,  when 
tibat  cmmwroe  has  taken  aootber  conrse,  the 
tranritory  splendur  it  has  built  op  has  Tsnidied. 
Venice  was  an  example  of  this.  The  commerce 
ot  tb«  East  caosed  tier  to  rise  ont  of  £he  dr- 
otmneribed  and  marshy  Islands  at  the  bottom 
of  the  Adriatic,  the  prood  Mistress  of  the 
Waves.  When  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope  had 
been  doubled  by  the  Portagneee^  her  commercial 
advantages  foiled.  Sbe  sunk  from  the  conquer- 
or of  the  Eastern  Empire,  to  a  mere  city  of 
Italy  and  Portugal ;-  a  narrow  terntory,  by  the 
same  commerce,  assumed  tha  first  rank  among 
the  nations  of  the  world.  A  naval  power  may 
serve  sometimes  to  extend  commeroe  to  wider 
Umita;  bnt  it  can  by  do  means  control  it  with 
oertvnty  to  channels  throngh  which  nature,  and 
often  the  policy  of  other  nationH,  bid  it  to  flow. 
What  is  the  state  of  British  commerce  at  this 
time  t  The  mptnre  of  the  peace  of  Amiens  did 
Bot  Arise  from  Britain  having  received  inlnries 
from  Franoe  after  tlie  ceeeation  of  hoetilltiee. 
The  new  war  was  a  commerdsl  one.  The 
British  Gabinet  sawi  in  a  state  of  peace,  France 
woidd  not  be  nnmiDdfiil  of  her  commer(»al  inter- 
ests. The  inteUigenoe,  the  enterprise,  and 
population,  and  the  resources  of  France,  all  in- 
dicated that  she  woold  at  leoat  divide  sncceee- 
fUIy  the  profits  of  comnierce  with  her  rivaL 
The  naval  power  of  Britwn  giving  her  the  com- 
mand of  the  sea,  she  could  oppose  only  with 
effect  the  growing  oommerce  of  her  neighbor 
in  a  state  of  war.  This  step  of  Briti^  policy 
impoaed  on  the  mler  of  Prance  the  necessity  of 
ohoneing  tbe  ohanneh  of  commerce.  In  this 
way  he  has  aimed  s  blow  at  the  vitals  of  her 
strength,  which  her  tremendons  naval  power 
neitber  enables  her  to  avert  nor  lessen  its  force. 
Ber  raariite  puts  Uu  trident  tnio  her  boBdji^  bnt 


she  can  no  longer  shake  theearth.  Her  monop- 
olizing spirit  has  sealed  the  Continent  of  En- 
rope  a^^amst  her,  and  int«rdioted  her  oommerce 
with  Amerii^  Sbe  has  reduced  the  ocean 
almost  to  a  desert ;  and  ahe  seems  hastening  to 
that  destiny  which  has  generally  attended  her 
predecessors  in  naVol  power  through  her  ambi- 
tion to  role  the  waves. 

Gentlemen  propose  to  protect  oommerce  on 
this  side  the  Gnlf  Stream,  yet  admit  if  onr  vea- 
•ela  are  derooiled  on  the  Indian  Ooean,  we  must 
apply  retaliation  in  the  West  Indiee.  The  Onlf 
Stream  limitation  is  at  once  given  np ;  a  new 
expedition  to  the  Cyclades  is  in  that  case  to  take 
place.  Be^  yonr  conqneeC  in  the  Wc^t  Indiea, 
and  you  must  inoreose  your  navy  to  acquire 
and  defend  them.  It  is  at  once  on  admission 
that  naval  power  must  be  nsed  more  for  ambi- 
tion than  the  protection  of  oommerce  and  cor 
territorial  waters.  Bnt,  what  is  worse,  as.  you 
acqnire  colonies  and  ships  yon  must  create  ar- 
mies. The  hands  of  the  Eieontive,  restricted 
and  elective  as  it  is.  in  the  United  States,  ber 
came  tiience  armed  with  a  sceptre  formidable 
indeed,  and  the  more  so  as  it  acqairea  this 
strength  witliont  producing  the  shock  (o  public 
feeling  which  the  seizore  of  power  by  a  mili- 
tary leader  will  alwaya  excite.  It  has  been 
said,  (aud  Mr.  R.,)  that  the-edstence  of  Great 
Britain  hnng  npon  her  navy  in  the  contest  in 
which  sbe  is  now  engaged.  It  her  &te  hangs 
suspended  by  her  nav^power,  she  owes  her 
penl  to  that  eoorce.  mthout  her  maritime 
Btrength,'Wonld  she  have  aspired  to  balance  the 
acales  of  power  on  the  Continentl  Would^ 
have  become  sparty  to  the  infamous  conspiracy 
of  lilnitx  ?  would  she  have  wantoi^  plotted 
Ibe  dismemberment  of  France  I  Would  she 
have  broken  the  peace  of  Amiens  whence  her 
preeent  dangers  arise  t    Certainly  not. 

On  theartideof  cost,  sMdMr.  R.,  it  is  of  little 
importance  whether  the  army  or  navy  of  Great 
Britain  is  most  burdensome  on  her  flnonoea, 
though  it  has  been  dwelt  upon  witb  particolor 
emphasis,  nor  wh«ber  sn  simy  be  more  eipen- 
sive  in  every  esse,  than  a  navy.  Armies  are  a 
necessary  consequence  of  navies.  Has  not  the 
British  army  increased  with  equal  pace  witii 
her  nayy  t 

The  homane  mind,  sidd  Mr.  B.,  cannot  oon- 
template  withont  pain,  that  from  naval  powcv 
have  flown  the  most  copious  streams  of  numon 
misery.  The  plunder  of  half  the  world,  with 
immense  advantages  in  addition,  has  not  sos- 
tained  the  Briti^  navy.  A  debt  has  been  ac- 
cnmulated  that  almost  baffles  the  power  of 
flgnree  to  estimate.  Bnt  debt,  and  a  prospect 
of  Government  insolvency  at  home,  are  of  much 
lees  account  than  the  wron^  this  navy  has 
wrought  on  the  society  of  nations.  And  yet  it 
is  this  Government  that  Is  held  np  to  BepnbUcan 
America  as  a  model  for  imitation. 


the  pluns  of  Hindostan,  by  means  of  this 
nary )    A  popnlaticm,  Uirioe  as  great  as  that  of 
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the  British  IsIm,  has  been  exterminated  in  thia 
devoted  region,  within  compar&tively  bnt  afew 
jehn,  hj  mercantile  rapaotty.  Colonel  Dowe 
informs  us,  that  the  wealth  of  one  of  Qie  dtiee 
of  thiB  wretched  conntr}'  had  whetted  the 
avarioe  of  Clire  and  hia  aseoctatee,  and  that  an 
<^er  was  made  to  the  GoTetnment  to  pay  the 
pDblio  debt  for  permission  to  e^ck  it.  It  was 
too  groBs  an  act  of  infamy  to  assent  to,  and  the 
adventurers  obtained  tbeir  end  by  other  means. 
A  tamine  and  pesdleece  was  snbstitated  for  the 
bayonet,  and  the  spoils  of  the  devoted  city 
glutted  the  bands  of  rapine.  In  this  exploit,  a 
■faoe-black  divided  his  ££00,000.  Keed  I  re- 
mind yon,  said  Hr.  R.,  that  the  popnlation  of 
'  Africa  has  been  drained,  to  groan  ont  a  wretch- 
ed eiiatenoe  in  the  West  India  oolouies,  to  prop 
np  tliis  naval  aod  oommeroisl  power,  or  that  the 
remotest  corners  of  every  sea  have  been  viBil«d 
with  the  scourge  of  blood  and  desolation  for  the 
samepnrposel  Ongeneral  principles,  does 
past  experience  afford  enffioient  warnine 
theae  States  to  avoid  those  shoals  on  whicn  so 
many  n&tione  have  been  wreokod  t 

Ur.  Ohainnan,  nnder  no  view  which  I  have 
been  abta  to  take  of  this  snttjeot,  eonsideiing  it 
either  as  the  furtherance  of  a  system  of  naval 
power,  to  be  expanded  with  the  growing 
strength  of  the  Union  to  g^mutio  size,  or  that  it 
is  a  pr<^r  time  for  providing  a  temporary  in- 
crease of  naval  force,  can  I  agree,  said  Ur.  K., 
to  the  bill  on  yonr  table. 

When  Ur.  RosEBn  had  oonolnded,  the  com- 
mittee I'ose,  and  had  leave  to  ait  agiua. 


Wkdnksdat,  Jannaiy  23. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  Wiu-iam  it.  Rich- 
ABDSOB',  from    Uassachnsetta,  appeared,  pro- 
duced his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took 

Umal  Ettdlithmeut. 

The  Honse  sg^  went  into  a  CknunittM  of 
theWholeonthebiilconoerMngtheNavy.  The 
qneation  on  filling  np  the  blank  in  the  seodon 
which  provides  for  repairing  the  vtasels  on  hand, 
with  funr  hundred  and  ^bty  thooaand  dollars, 
was  carried  by  a  large  m^ority. 

The  next  section  provides  for  the  building  of 
additional  frigates. 

Ur.  Out  (the  Speaker)  rem  to  present  his 
views  on  the  bill  Wore  the  committee.  Ue 
■fud  that  as  he  did  not  preoisoly  agree  in  opin- 
ion with  any  gentleman  who  had  spoken,  he 
should  take  &e liberty  of  detuning  the  conunit- 
tee  a  few  moments  while  he  ofiered  to  their  at- 
tion  some  observations.  He  was  highly  grati- 
fied with  the  temper  and  ability  with  whi(Si  the 
discnaeion  had  been  hitherto  condncted.  It  was 
honorable  to  the  Houge,  and,  he  trnsted,  would 
continue  to  be  manifested  on  many  future  oooa- . 

On  this  interesting  tt^io  a  diversity  of  c^- 
ion  has  eiieted  almost  ever  rinoe  tiie  adoption 
of  the  preeent  Qovemmenl.    On  Uie  one  hand 


made  to  precipitate  tt 
of  naval  extravagonoB,  which  bad  beta  prodne- 
tive  of  80  much  mischief  in  other  oountriea; 
and,  on  the  othw,  strongly  feeluog  this  misdUt^ 
there  has  uiBt«d  an  nnrenaonsble  pr^adiee 
against  providing  rooh  a  competent  naval  (n- 
tection  for  our  commercial  and  maritime  rights 
as  is  demanded  by  th^  importance,  and  m 
the  increased  rcaonroea  of  the  coont^  ai^ity 
Justify 

The  attention  of  Congress  has  been  invited  lo 
this  subject  by  the  Pieodent  in  his  Usssage  de- 
livered at  the  opening  of  the  session.  In^ad, 
had  it  been  wholly  neglected  by  the  Chief  Kt- 
^strate,  from  the  critical  situation  of  the  oou- 
try,  and  nature  of  the  rights  proposed  to  be  vio- 
dioated,  it  must  have  pressed  itself  upon  oar 
attention.    But,  said  Mj.  C     '     "     ' '        ' 


his  Ueeeag&  observes : 

ooursa,  be  drawnto  such  ]v«viuons 


,  the  Preeideut,  in 
Yonr  attention  will,  fflT 
I  ]v«viuons  un  the  nik- 
ject  of  oar  naval  force  as  may  be  required  tor 
the  service  to  which  it  is  best  ad^ited.  I  sab- 
mit  to  Congreea  the  seasonablenese  also  of  Ml 
anthority  to  augment  the  stock  ot  such  mate- 
riala  as  are  imperishable  in  their  nature,  or  m^ 
not  at  once  be  attunable."  The  Preaident,  by 
this  reoommendation,  clearly  intimates  an  (^nu- 
ion  that  the  naval  force  of  this  country  is  eif^ 
ble  of  producing  some  effect  {  and  the  proprie? 
of  lining  up  imperiahable  materials  was  no  doobt 
sngsieated  for  the  pnrpoee  of  making  additiiuM 
to  the  navy,  as  oonvenieaoe  and  exigencie* 
might  direct. 

It  appeared  to  Ur.  C.  a  little  eztnuvdinaiT 
that  so  much,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  nnreascuiabie 
jealousy  should  exist  agunst  the  Naval  Estab- 
lishment. If,  Bud  he,  we  look  back  to  the 
period  of  the  formation  of  the  constitution,  it 
will  be  found  that  no  such  jealonsy  was  tiienei- 
dted.  In  placing  the  physical  force  of  the  na- 
tion at  the  disposal  of  Cong^esa,  the  Conventicoi 
manifested  much  greater  apprehensioD  of  abuse 
in  the  power  given  to  raise  armies  than  in  that 
to  provide  a  navy.  In  reference  to  tiie  Navy, 
OongresB  is  put  nnder  no  reetriotione ;  bnt  wiUi 
respect  to  the  Army — that  description  of  fbree 
which  has  been  so  often  employed  to  sabvwt 
the  liboties  of  mankind — they  are  subjected  to 
limitations,  designed  to  prevent  the  abnaa  at 
this  dangerous  power.  But  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention U>  detain  the  committee  by  a  diecnasitMi 
on  the  comparative  utility  and  safety  of  theae 
two  kinds  oi  force.  He  would,  however,  be  in- 
dulged in  saying,  that  be  thought  gentlemen 
had  wholly  Mled  in  m^ntuning  the  podtioo 
they  had  assumed,  that  the  fall  of  maritime 

Kwars  was  attribotable  to  their  navies.  They 
ve  told  yon,  indeed,  that  Oarthagc^  Genoa, 
Venioe,  and  other  nations,  had  navies,  and,  not- 
wlthstuiding,  were  finally  destroyed.  Bnt  have 
they  shown,  by  a  train  cd'  argumant,  that  thcar 
overthrow  was,  in  any  A«gn^  ascribable  to 
tiieir  maritime  greatneeat  Have  they  attempted 
even  to  show  that  there  exists  in  tha  natnrs  of 
^lia  power  a  aeoessai;  tmdency  to  destroy  tfae 
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natioD  ndn^  it?  Assertion  is  snbrtitnted  for 
trgaxnenkt ;  inferences  not  outhomed  b;  hU- 
torioal  &ots  are  arbitrarily  drawn ;  things 
wholly  unconnected  with  each  other  are  aaeo- 
ciatod  together — a  very  logical  mode  of  reOBon- 
ingl  la  the  same  way  he  could  demoiutrate 
bow  idl«  and  abanrd  oar  attBchmentB  are  to' 
freedom  itself.  He  might  saj,  for  example, 
thftt  Greece  and  Rome  had  forma  of  free  gov- 
eminent,  and  that  they  no  long^  exist;  and  de- 
ducing their  fall  fhnn  their  devotion  to  liberty, 
the  conclnsion  ia  fsror  of  daspotiani  woold  very 
«aUa&otorily  follow  I  He  demanded  what  there 
is  in  the  nature  and  constmction  of  maritime 
poirer  to  excite  the  feara  that  have  been  in- 
dulged i  Do  gentlemen  really  apprehend  that 
a  body  of  aeamen  will  abandon  their  proper 
element,  and,  placing  themselves  nnder  an  aspir- 
isA  obi^,  will  erect  a  throne  to  his  ambition  ? 
n^l  they  ddgn  to  ILaten  to  the  voice  of  history, 
and  team  how  cblmerloaJ  are  their  apprehen- 

Bat  the  BODToe  of  alarm  is  tn  onrBelves.  Gen- 
tlemen fear  that  if  we  provide  s  itaarine  it  will 
produce  colliEtona  with  foreign  nations — plunge 
us  into  war,  and  ultimately  overtnm  the  oonati- 
tation  ot  the  conntry.  Bir,  if  yon  wish  to  avoid 
foreign  ooUiBion  yon  had  better  abandon  the 
ocean;  anrrender  all  your  commerce;  give  op  all 
yonr  proaperity.  It  is  the  thing  protected,  not 
the  inatroment  of  protection,  tliat  involves  yon 
in  war.  Commerce  engenders  collision,  collision 
war,  and  war,  the  ailment  supposes,  leads  to 
despotiam.  Woold  the  ooonsels  be  deemed  wise, 
of  that  statesman  who  Ehonld  recommend  that 
tita  nation  should  be  nnarmed — that  the  art  of 
wsr,  the  martial  spirit,  end  martial  eierdsea, 
ahonld  be  prohibited — and  that  the  great  body 
of  the  pec^e  ahonld  be  t«aght  that  nationu 
happiness  was  to  be  fbund  in  pwpetnal  peace 
alonet  No,  air.  And  yet  every  argnment  in 
favor  of  a  power  cf  protection  on  land  applies, 
in  acme  degree,  to  a  power  of  protection  on  the 
■ea.  Undmbtadly  a  commerce  void  of  naval 
protection  ia  more  exposed  to  r^tacity  than  a 
gwtrded  commerce ;  and  if  we  wish  to  invite  the 
eontinnanoe  of  the  old,  or  enaction  of  new  nn- 
Jnst  edicts,  let  as  refj-ain  front  all  exertion  npon 
that  element  where  they  operate,  and  where,  in 
the  end,  they  must  be  resisted. 

Fw  his  part,  Mr.  0.  sud,  lie  did  not  allow 
himself  to  mi  alarmed  bv  tJiotte  apprehsmdoos 
of  maritime  power  which  appeared  to  agitate 
other  gentlemen.  In  the  nature  of  onr  Qovern- 
meot  he  beheld  abundant  seonrity  agunst  Obnse. 
He  wonld  be  nnwilling  to  tax  the  knd  to  snp- 

Ctha  rights  of  the  sea,  and  was  for  drawuig 
1  the  sea  itself  the  resonroes  with  which  its 
violiAed  freedom  shoold  at  all  times  be  vindi- 
oated.  Whilst  thia  principle  is  adhered  to,  there 
will  be  no  danger  of  mnning  into  the  foUy  and 
exbsvagance  which  so  mnch  alarms  gentlemen 
and  whenever  it  is  abandoned — whenever  Oon 
gresB  shall  lay  burdensome  taxes  to  augment 
the  Navy  beyond  what  may  be  aathorizcd  by 
the  inixeaaed  wealtli,  and  demanded  by  the  exi- 
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gencies  of  tbe  conntry,  the  fieople  will  interpose, 
and,  removing  their  nnworthy  representatives, 
apply  the  appropriate  corrective.  Mr.  0.  could 
nc^  then,  see  any  just  gronnd  of  dread  in  the 
nature  of  naval  power.  It  was,  on  the  contrary, 
free  from  the  evils  attendant  upon  standing 
armies.  And,  the  genius  of  our  instituUons — 
the  great  representative  principle,  in  the  prac- 
tical ei^oyment  of  whiiA  we  are  so  eminently  dis- 
tinguished—afforded  tbe  best  guarantee  iwaiast 
the  ambition  and  wastef al  extravagance  of  Gov- 


What  maritime  strength  is  it  expedient  to 
provide  for  the  United  States?  In  considering 
this  subject,  three  different  degrees  of  naval 
power  present  themselves.  In  Die  first  plaoe, 
such  a  force  as  would  be  capable  of  contentog 
with  that  which  any  oth,er  nation  is  able  to  bring 
on  the  ocean — a  force  that,  boldly  scouring  every 
sea,  would  challenge  to  combat  the  Seets  of 
other  powers,  however  great  He  admitted  it 
was  impossible  at  this  time,  perhaps  it  never 
would  be  desirable  for  this  country  to  establish 
so  exten^ve  a  Kavy.  Indeed,  he  should  con- 
sider it  as  madness  in  the  extreme  ia  this  Gov- 
ernment to  attempt  to  provide  a  Navy  capable 
to  cope  with  the  fleets  of  Great  Britiuu,  wherever 
they  might  be  met. 

The  next  species  of  naval  power  to  which  he 
would  advert,  is  that  which,  without  adventur- 
iug  into  distant  seas,  and  keeping  generally  in 
our  own  harbors,  and  on  our  coasts,  would  be 
competent  to  beat  off  any  squadron  which  might 
be  attempted  to  be  permanently  stationed  in 
our  waters.  His  friends  from  South  Carolina 
(Uemrs.  GsBvsa  and  Lowudeb)  had  satisfao- 
torily  shown  that,  to  effect  this  object^  a  force 
equivalent  only  to  one-third  of  that  wnich  the 
maintenance  of  such  squadron  must  require 
would  be  sufficient  That  if,  for  example,  Eng- 
land shonld  determine  to  station  permanentjy 
upon  our  coast  a  squadron  of  twelve  ships-of-lhe- 
line,  it  wonld  require  for  this  service  thirty-six 
ships-of-the  line,  one-third  in  port  repairing,  one- 
tliird  on  tbe  passage,  and  one-third  on  the  sta- 
tion. But  that  is  a  force  which  it  has  been  sliown 
that  even  England,  with  her  boasted  Navy,  could 
not  qtare  for  the  American  service  whilst  she  is 
engaged  in  the  present  contest  Mr.  C.  said  he 
was  desirous  of  seeing  such  a  force  as  he  had 
described,  that  is,  about  twelve  ships-of-tbe-hne 
and  fifteen  or  twenty  frigates,  provided  for  the 
United  States ;  but,  he  admitt^  that  it  was  on- 
attainabls  in  the  present  situation  of  the  finances 
of  the  country.  He  contended,  however,  that 
it  was  such  as  Congress  ought  to  set  about  pro- 
viding, and  be  hoped,  in  lees  than  ten  years,  to 
see  it  actually  established.  He  was  far  from  sur- 
veying the  vast  maritime  power  of  Great  Britain 
with  the  despondiogeye  with  which  other  gentle- 
men beheld  it.  He  eouid  not  allow  himself  to  be 
discouraged  at  the  prospect  even  of  her  thousand 
ships.  This  country  only  required  resolution, 
and  a  proper  exertion  of  its  immense  resources, 
to  command  respect,  and  to  vindicate  every  es- 
sential right.    When  we  consider  our  remote- 
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Ii«s8  from  Karope,  the  expeiue,  difflcoltj,  and 
perils,  to  which  any  Bqnadron  would  be  ex- 
posed, EtatloDed  off  our  oowta,  he  ent«rUUied 
no  doabt  that  the  forc«  to  which  he  referred 
wonld'  innire  the  command  of  onr  own  waa. 
Baoh  a  force  would  anil  itself  of  our  exteodTe 
seaboard  and  numerous  harbora,  everywhere 
affording  asylama  to  which  it  oonld  retire  for 
aafety  from  a  SQperior  fleet,  or  from  which  it 
oonld  isaae  for  the  pnrposB  of  annoyance.  To 
the  opinion  of  his  oolleagne,  (Mr.  MoEsc,)  who 
qipeored  to  think  tii&t  it  was  in  rain  for  ua  to 
make  any  stniggle  on  the  ocean,  he  wonld  op- 
pose the  aeQ^menta  of  his  distiDgaidied  oon- 
nexioD.  the  heroic  Daviesa,  who  fdl  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Ilppeoaooe. 

(Here  Mr.  C.  read  certain  pula  of  a  wwk 
wntten  by  Colonel  Davlem,  in  which  the  author 
attempts  to  show  that,  aa  the  aggresdooi  opon 
cor  otmtiaace  were  not  committed  by  fleets, 
bnt  by  dngle  Teasels,  they  coold  in  the  aame 
manner  be  beA  retaliated;  that  a  force (rfabont 
twen^  or  thirty  frigates  wonld  be  cqwble  of 
inflicung  great  fqnry  on  English  ootnmeroe  by 
picking  np  stn^lerg^  cutting  off  wmvoys,  and 
seiziDg  apon  every  moment  of  sapineneee ;  and 
that  sQch  a  force,  with  onrseqwrts  andharbors 
well  fortified,  and  aided  by  privateera,  wonld  be 
really  formidahle,  and  wtmld  annoy  the  British 
naivy  and  oommerce,  aa  the  f^«nob  army  was 
aas^d  in  Egypt,  the  Peraiatt  army  in  Sc^thia, 
and  the  Roman  army  in  Parthia.]* 

The  third  description  (tf  force  worthy  of  oon- 
rideration  is,  that  which  wonld  be  able  to  pre- 
vent any  aiugle  vemet,  of  whatever  met^  from 
endangering  onr  whole  coasting  trade,  blocking 
np  oar  harbors,  or  laying  under  oonlribnllon  onr 
dties;  aforoe  oompetent  to  pooish  the  insolence 
of  the  commander  of  any  «n^e  ship,  and  to  pre- 
serve in  onr  own  Jurisdiction  the  inviolability  of 
our  peace  and  our  laws.  A  force  of  this  kind  is 
entirely  within  the  ooiupaia  of  onr  means  at  this 
time.  Is  there  a  lefiecting  man  in  the  nation 
who  would  not  charge  Oongrestt  with  a  cnlpaUe 
neglect  of  its  dnty,  if^  for  the  want  of  ench  a 
force,  a  single  abip  were  to  bombard  one  of  oar 
dtiea  I  Wonld  not  every  hcmorable  member  of 
this  committee  inflict  on  himself  the  btttereat 
r^roacliea,  1(  by  foiling  to  make  an  InocHidder- 
able  addition  to  onr  gallant  little  Navy,  a  ringle 
British  vessel  shonla  place  New  York  onder 
contribution?  Yes,  sir,  when  the  d^  is  in 
flames,  its  wretched  inhabitants  begin  to  repent 
of  tlielr  neglect  in  not  providing  engines  and 
water  bnokets.  I^  ssJd  Mr.  0.,  we  are  not  able 
to  meet  the  wolves  of  the  forest,  shall  we  put 
np  with  the  barking  of  every  petty  fox  tnat 
tripe  across  onr  way  f  Becanae  we  cannot  gawd 
ag^nst  every  posdble  danger,  shall  we  provide 


•  TlM  dTiDti  or  tha  wtr  of  ISII,  ud  Ue  (tuIi  of  lU  th* 
wan  tt  the  riuuti  BsTolotloD,  Jnituy  Uiwa  opiiilau  «• 
^mm4  b7  Colontl  DvrlaH.  Tluu  nmtt  p»T<  tint 
enlHn  ud  prtntetn,  U  cut  up  amnuM,  wid  Be*  fleali 
to  fight  httdta,  u*  tb*  tnt  Anwiliiu  nuuu  of  uvd  WM- 


agatnat  nonet  He  hoped  noL  He  had  hanlly 
expected  that  the  instmoting  but  homiliatiiig 
leason  was  so  soon  to  be  forgottea  whidi  was 
tsngfat  ns  in  the  murder  of  Pierce;  the  attack 
OD  the  Oheaapeake;  and  the  insnlt  offered  in  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,  which  the  Ivave  old  fA- 
low  that  commanded  the  fbrt  in  vain  endeavtced 
to  chaatiae. 

It  was  a  rale  with  Mr.  0.,  when  acting  «th«r 
in  a  public  or  private  character,  to  att^n^ 
nothing  more  than  what  there  existed  a  pm» 
peot  of  accomplishing.  He  was,  therafora,  not 
in  fovor  of  entering  into  any  mad  projects  en 
tbissnl^eot:  but  for  deliben^yand  resdntdy 
pursuing  what  he  believed  to  l>e  within  the 
power  of  Government.  Grentlemen  refer  to  the 
poiod  of  176B,  and  we  are  reminded  cf  the 
principles  maintained  by  the  oppoHition  at  Qkit 
time.  He  had  no  doubt  of  the  correotMSs  cf 
that  opposition.  The  naval  aehemes  of  tlat 
day  were  prematura,  not  warranted  by  the  re- 
sooroes  of  the  country,  and  were  oonteniplated 
for  an  nnneoessary  war  into  which  the  natke 
wai  aboat  to  be  plunged.  He  always  »dmii«d 
and  ^)proved  the  ceal  and  atality  with  wUdi 
that  oppodition  was  conducted  bv  the  dtatiB- 
gnished  gentleman  now  at  the  liead  of  the 
Treasury.  But  the  state  of  things  is  totally  li- 
tered.  What  was  fbUy  in  1798  ma^  be  wisdom 
now.  At  that  time,  we  had  a  revenne  only  cf 
about  ^x  millioDB.  Oar  revraae  sow,  npsa  a 
snpporition  that  commeroe  is  restored,  is  ^b(M 
liiteen  millions.  The  population  of  the  coia- 
tiy,  too,  is  greatly  increased — neariy  doaUed— 
and  the  weuth  of  the  nation  is,  perb^ta,  tripled 
While  onr  ability  to  otmstroct  a  navy  ts  thns  «■ 
hanced,  the  neoeesity  for  maritinie  proteetioB  is 
tH^porOonately  aagment«d.  Ind^Mndoit  of 
the  extension  of  onr  commerce,  unce  the  year 
1763,  we  have  had  an  addition  of  more  than 
five  hundred  miles  to  onr  coast,  from  the  bay  of 
Perdidotothe  month  of  the  Sabine — a  weak  and 
defbnceless  accession,  requiring,  mora  than  any 
other  part  of  our  maritime  frontier,  the  prateet- 
ing  arm  (tf  QoTsmment 


Frntu.!,  Jannary  Sti. 
I/aval  AtailuhmgTU. 

The  blank  in  the  section  for  providing  a  dock 
yard,  was  filled  with  one  hundred  thooaand 
dollus. 

Mr.  Bbki  moved  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to 
fix  the  dock  yard  in  the  navy-yard  at  Wadunf- 
tou  City;  bnt  this  motion  wss  negatived  I7  a 
latse  minority. 

On  motion  ot  Ur.  Ohivbb,  the  words  "een- 
tral  and,"  were  struck  oat,  so  as  to  leav4  the 
site  of  the  dock  yard  to  be  detrnmliied  by  Aa 


The  committee  having  gone  throng  the  UB, 
rose  and  reported  it  to  the  House  with  tlie 
amendments.  The  House  took  np  the  Ull,  and 
on  the  qnestion  of  filling  np  the  blank  for  re- 
pairing the  vessel!  OD  hud  with  "four  faandMd 
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■ltd  eightf  tbonnuid  dollora,"  it  was  oairied- 
jeaa  90,  nafB  S8. 

The  qnestJon  vas  n^t  put  upon  sgreeing  to 
tlie  report  of  the  commtttM  to  strike  oat  th« 
second  section  of  the  bill,  which  contemplated 
the  bailding  of  new  frigatCB ;  when 

Mr.  WiLLiAicB  rose  utd  spoke  at  considerable 
lengtii.  He  said  the  time  wag  verj  inaa^iciona 
for  comraendng  an  ondertaking  of  snch  magni- 
tode  as  the  building  a  nav;,  which  coald  be  of 
no  oae  in  the  approaohing  oonteat.  He  doubted 
&e  policy  of  engaging  in  the  boaiaesa  at  all; 
for  naTiea,  he  said,  had  deceived  the  hopes  of 
erer;  coontry  which  had  relied  npoa  them ;  that 
we  ootild  Dover  expect  to  be  able  to  meet  Great 
Britain  on  the  ocean;  that  we  had  fought 
through  the  Revolatioa  Vithont  a  navy ;  for  in 
that  contest,  a  single  priTateer  bad  done  more 
than  the  few  shipa  of  war  which  were  in  poa- 
BtAion  of  the  old  Congreas ;  that  except  we  are 
able  to  bnild  and  eqnlp  a  navy  eqoal  to  meet 
the  British  at  aea,  we  were  beOer  withont  one, 
n  onr  ahips  woold  nrobably  fall  a  prey  to 
their  superior  fbrce ;  tnat  his  greatest  objection 
apUnst  a  navy  wis,  that  it  most  be  kept  np  in 
time  of  peace  as  well  as  in  War;  that  when  the 
gentlemen  spoke  of  a  navy  aa  dieaper  than  an 
army,  they  oonld  not  mean  to  say  that  if  we 
bad  a  navy  the  anny  oonld  be  dispensed  with — 
they  could  not,  tot  inatanoe,  take  possesrion  of 
Canada  by  a  navy ;  that  the  bmldiog  of  a  navy 
woald  bnrden  the  people  with  onpresHive  taxes ; 
that  each  an  establishment  wonld  serve  only  to 
increase  Slieontive  patronage;  that  with  re- 
spect to  commerce,  ue  people  were  wilUng  to 
give  it  all  the  proteoticHi  in  their  power,  out 
they  oonld  not  [vovide  a  navy  for  that  pnrpoee. 

Satubdat  Janoary  SB. 

ICr.  QmHOT. — Vr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to  addreas 
ytFo,  on  this  occasion,  with  no  affected  diffi- 
dence, and  with  many  donbts  oonoerning  the 
expediency  of  taking  any  part  in  thia  debate. 
On  the  one  huid,  the  snbjeot  has  been  disonssed 
with  a  seal,  indnstry,  and  talent,  which  leave 
hot  little  scope  for  novelty,  either  in  topic  or 
iUnatration,  On  the  other  hand,  argnments 
from  this  nde  of  the  Honse,  in  favor  of  this 
qneatjon,  are  reoeived  with  so  natural  a  Jeal- 
oonr,  that  I  know  not  whether  more  may  not 
be  loat  than  gained  by  so  nnprcmitioaa  a  sop- 
port.  Indeed,  or,  if  thia  snbjeot  had  been  dia- 
enaaed  on  narrow  or  temporary  or  party  prind- 

^  I  should  bare  bemnlent.  On  sooh  gronnd, 
old  not  ctmdeaoend  to  debat»~I  oonld  not 
ht^toinflncakoe.  Bnt,  the  scale  of  diaaossion  has 
been  cnlai^^  and  libwal— relative  rather  to 


teral  mtetn,  than  to  tbe  particular  ezi- 
genoy.  la  almost  every  respect,  it  has  been 
boiHnvble  to  the  Honae,  and  u^Moub  to  the 
proqteetB  oS  the  nation.  In  snob  a  state  of  feel- 
ina  and  aentimait,  I  oonld  not  refVain  from  in- 


candor — perhaps  with  attention.  And,  when  I 
consider  the  deep  intereet  which  the  Stete  from 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  Representative 

has,  aooording  to  my  apprehension,  in  the  event, 
I  cannot  permit  the  opportaoity  entirely  to  pass, 
withont  bringing  my  small  tribnte  of  refleotion 
to  the  general  stock  of  the  Douse. 

The  object  1  shall  chiefly  attempt  to  enforce, 
is,  the  necessity  and  dnty  of  a  systematic  pro 
teotion  of  onr  maritime  rights,  by  maritime 
means.  I  would  call  the  thonghtliil  and  intelli- 
gent men  of  this  House  and  nation  to  the  con- 
templation of  the  essential  connection  between 
a  naval  force,  proportionate  to  the  circnmatan- 
oesof  car  seacoast,  the  extent  of  our  commerc^ 
and  the  inherent  enterprise  of  onr  people;  I 
say,  nr,  I  would  call  them  to  the  contemplation 
of  the  eesential  connection  between  saoh  a  na- 
val force  and  the  safety,  prosperity,  and  exist- 
ence, of  oar  Union.  In  the  oouree  of  my  obser- 
vationa,  and  aa  a  snhddiary  argament,  I  shall 
also  attempt  to  show  the  connection  between 
the  adoption  of  the  principle  of  a  systematio 
maintenance  of  onr  maritime  rights,  by  mari- 
time means,  and  relief  from  our  present  national 


I  confess  to  yon,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  never  can  look 
— indeed,  in  my  opinion,  no  American  statea- 
man  ought  ever  to  look — on  any  qnesdon  tonoh- 
ing  the  vital  interests  of  this  nation,  or  of  any 
of  its  component  parts,  withont  keeping  at  (Jl 
times  in  distinct  view  the  nature  of  our  poUtical 
association,  and  the  character  of  tbe  independ- 
ent sovereignties  which  compose  it.  Among 
States,  the  only  sore  and  permanent  bond  trf' 
1  is  intereit.  And  the  vital  interests  of 
a,  although  they  may  be  sometimea  oh- 
sanred,oanuever,  for  a  very  long  time,  bemi8a{>- 
prehended.  The  natural  protection  which  tbe 
eaaeolial  intsreata  of  the  great  component  parts 
at  our*  political  association  reqaire  will  be  sood- 
er  or  later  onderstood  by  Qie  Stetea  oonoemed 
in  those  interests.  If  a  protection,  npon  as- 
tern, be  not  provided,  it  is  impoadble  that  ma- 
oonteat  abonld  not  reaolt.  And  need  I  tell 
statesmen,  that,  when  great  local  discontent  is 
combined  in  those  aeotiooa  with  great  physical 
power,  and  with  adiiowledged  pwliona  of  sovei^ 
eign^,  tite  inbred  tiea  of  nature  irill  be  too 
strong  for  the  artifi^al  ties  of  parchment  com- 
pact. Hence  it  results  that  the  essential  inter- 
ests of  the  great  oomcKment  parts  of  our  assooi- 
ation  0D|^t  to  be  tlie  polar  lights  of  all  onr 
atatssaieih-4iy  them  they  ehoud  guide  their 
course.  Aooording  to  the  bearing*  and  varia- 
tions of  those  lights,  should  the  statesmen  of 
sach  a  country  a4jaBt  their  policy — alwa3's  bear- 
ing in  mind  two  assnranoea,  a»  fundamental 
pnnoiples  of  action,  which  the  nature  of  tlungs 
teaohaa,  that,  although  temporary  otroumstaD- 
ces — p&rt7  spirit  local  rivalriea,  peraooal  jeal- 
oones,  snggestiona  of  >nb(»rdinate  interests — 
mi^  weaken^  or  even  destroy,  ftir  a  time,  the  in- 
fluence of  the  leading  and  permanent  interests  of 
any  great  section  of  the  country,  yet  those  in- 
terests most  ultimately  and  neoeaaarily  predom- 
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inate,  and  swaUow  up  all  these  local,  u)d  tem- 
porar;,  and  pereoDaL  and  subordiiiBte  ooo^den- 
tiousj  in  otaer  words,  the  minor  int«r«8tB  will 
goon  be^n  to  realize  tb«  eeeentiil  oonneotion 
wMoh  exists  between  their  prosperity  and  the 
prosperity  of  (Lose  great  inWrestB  which,  in 
BDch  sections  of  the  cotmtrj,  nature  has  made 
predominant ;  and  that  no  political  oonnection 
among  free  States  can  be  lasting,  or  ought  to 
be,  which  sjetematicall;  oppresses,  or  s^stemat- 
icall;  refuses  to  protect,  tLe  vital  interests  of 
aaj  of  the  sovereiKntiee  which  compose  it. 

I  have  recnrred  to  these  genera)  oonsidera' 
tions,  to  introdnoe  and  elucidate  this  principle, 
which  is  the  basis  of  mj  ailment,  tlist,  as  it  is 
the  incnmbent  dnty  of  every  nation  t«  protect 
its  eesential  interests,  so  it  is  the  moat  impressive 
and  oritioal  dnty  of  a  nation,  compowd  of  a 
voluntary  association  of  vast,  powerM,  and  in- 
dependent States,  to  protect  the  essential  inter- 
ests of  all  Its  great  component  parts.  And  I 
add,  that  this  protection  must  not  be  formal  or 
fictitious,  but  that  it  most  be  proportionate  to 
^e  greatness  of  those  interests,  and  of  a  nature 
to  ^ve  content  to  the  States  concerned  in  their 
protection. 

In  reference  to  this  principle,  the  course  of 
mj  Teflections  will  be  guided  by  two  general  in- 
qniries — the  nature  of  the  interest  to  be  pro- 
tected, and  the  nature  of  tbe  protection  to  be 
extended.  In  pursuing  these  inquiries,  I  shall 
touch  very  sliphtiy,  if  at  all,  on  the  abstract 
duty  of  protection,  which  is  the  very  end  of  all 
political  associations,  and,  without  the  attain- 
ment of  which,  they  are  burdens  and  no  bless- 
ings. But  I  shall  keep  it  mainly  in  my  purpose 
to  establish  the  connection  between  a  naval 
forae  and  commeroial  prosperity ;  and  to  show 
tiie  nature  of  the  necessity,  and  the  degree  of 
onr  capacity,  to  give  to  our  maritime  rights  a 
maritime  protection. 

Id  contemplating  the  natore  of  the  interest 
to  be  protected,  three  prominent  features  strike 
the  eye,  and  direct  the  course  of  reflection,  vii : 
its  locality,  its  greatness,  and  its  permanency. 

The  locality  of  any  great  interest,  in  an  asso- 
ciation of  States  such  as  compose  this  Union, 
will  be  a  cironmstanoe  of  primary  importance, 
in  the  estimation  of  every  wise  statesman. 
When<a  great  interest  is  equslly  diSueed  over 
the  whole  mass,  it  may  be  neglected  or  oppress- 
ed or  even  abandoned,  with  lees  hazard  of  in- 
ternal diseeosion.  Itie  eqnahty  of  the  preesnre 
lightens  the  burden.  The  common  natore  of 
the  interest  removes  the  causes  of  jealousy.  A 
ooncem  equalJ;  affecting  the  happiness  of  every 
part  of  the  nation,  it  is  natural  to  soppose,  is 
equally  dear  to  all,  and  equally  uudarstood  by 
alL  Henoe  resnlCs  aoquieeoence  in  any  artificial 
or  political  embarrassment  of  it.  Sectional 
fears  and  suspidons,  in  such  ease,  have  no  food 
for  support,  and  no  stimolant  for  a<^Ti^.  Bnt 
it  is  fkr  otherwise  when  a  great  int«reBt  is,  from 
its  nature,  either  wholly,  or  in  a  very  great 
pr^q)ort^on,  local  In  relation  to  such  a  local  in- 
terest, it  is  impossible  that  Jealon^es  and  anapi- 


cioDS  should  not  aris^  whenever  it  is  obstnided 
by  an^  artificial  or  political  embarrasHuou; 
and  it  IS  also  imposnble  t^at  thay  ehoald  not  bt, 
in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  jusL  It  is  troe.  cf 
the  wisest  and  the  best  and  the  most  thongblfbl 
of  our  species,  that  they  are  so  oonstitnted  m 
not  deeply  to  realize  the  impwtance  of  intottta 
which  afiect  them  not  at  all,  or  very  remotdy. 
Every  local  circle  of  States,  as  well  as  of  indi- 
viduala,  has  a  set  of  interested  in  the  prosperi^ 
of  which,  the  happiness  of  the  section  to  whkh 
they  belong  is  identified ;  in  rdation  to  whidi 
interests,  the  hopes  and  the  fears,  the  rcasoc- 
iogs  and  the  schemes,  of  the  inhabitants  of  sod 
sections-are  necessarily  fashioned  and  ooodacted. 
It  is  morally  impossible  that  those  concenud 
in  such  sectional  interests,  should  not  look  with 
some  degree  of  jealousy  on  schemes  ad<q>ted  ■■ 
relation  to  those  interests,  and  proeecated  by 
men,  a  m^ority  of  whom  have  a  very  remol* 
or  very  small  stake  in  them.  And  this  jeokinsy 
must  rise  to  an  eitreme  height,  when  the  oofom 
of  measures  adopted,  whether  they  have  rela- 
tion to  the  management  or  the  proteetioo  of 
such  interests,  wholly  contravene  the  opinitMH 
and  the  practical  experience  of  the  persons  im- 
mediately oonoemed  in  them.  TMs  course  of 
reflection  has  a  tendency  to  illustrate  this  idea 
— that,  as  in  every  political  association  it  is  ^ 
primary  importance  that  the  great  inlereats  of 
each  local  section  should  be  EikiUally  and  hon- 
estiy  managed  and  protected,  so,  in  selecting 
the  mode  and  means  of  management  and  pro- 
tection, an  eepedal  regard  shoidd  be  had  to  the 
content  and  rational  satisfaction  of  those  nxM 
deeply  concerned  in  such  sectional  interesta 
Theories  and  speculstions  of  the  closet,  hoW' 
ever  abundant  in  a  show  of  wisdom,  are  uerer 
to  he  admitted  to  take  the  place  of  those  princi- 
ples of  oondnct  in  which  experience  has  shown 
the  prosperity  and  safety  of  such  interests  lO 
oonsist.  Practical  knowledge,  and  that  sagacdty 
which  results  irom  long  attention  to  great  in- 
terests, never  fail  to  inspire  a  just  self-eoDfidenoe 
in  relation  to  those  interests — a  oonfldenca  itot 
to  be  browbeaten  bj  anthority,  nor  circnunTent- 
edbyaay  general  reasoning.  And,  in  a  nanaial 
point  of  view,  it  is  scarcely  of  more  importanee 
that  the  course  adopted  ehould  be  wise,  dtan 
that  content  and  rational  satisfaction  should  be 

On  this  topic  of  locality,  I  shall  confine  my- 
self to  one  or  two  very  plain  statements,  ft 
seems  snfficient  to  observe,  that  commerce  i^ 
from  the  nature  of  things,  lite  leading  intend 
of  more  than  one-hali;  and  tliat  it  is  tiie  i»e- 
dominant  interest  of  more  than  one-third,  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  The  Stataa 
north  of  the  Potomac  cootwn  nearly  four  mil- 
lions of  sonls ;  and  surely  it  needs  no  proof  to 
convince  the  moat  casual  observer,  that  tba 
proportion  which  die  commercial  interest  bean 
to  the  other  interests  of  that  great  section  rf 
the  Union,  is  such  as  entities  it  id  the  denomi- 
nation of  hading  interat.  The  States  north  of 
the  Badscoi  contain  neariy  two  and  a  half  nil- 
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lioDS  of  sools;  and  Mirel;  there  is  as  little  need 
of  proof  to  show  that  tie  proportion  the  com- 
mercinl  interest  befira  to  the  other  iateresta  of 
that  Korlhem  seotioo  of  the  IlnioD,  is  such  as 
entitles  it  there  to  the  deDomiiiatioQ  of  predom- 
inating interat.  In  all  the  conoti?  between 
the  Potomso  and  the  Hndaon,  the  interest  of 
nommerce  is  eo  great,  in  proportion  to  the  oth- 
er interests,  that  its  embarrassment  clogs  and 
weakens  the  energy  of  every  other  deeoription 
of  indnstrj.  Yet,  the  BgTicaltnral  and  monc- 
fiuitaring  interests  of  thia  seotion  are  of  a  nature 
and  a  magnitnde,  both  in  reapeet  of  the  staples 
of  the  one  and  the  objeots  of  the  other,  as  to 
render  them,  in  a  very  considerable  degree,  in- 
dependent of  the  commerdfll.  _  And,  although 
the;  fbel  the  effect  of  the  obatrnction  of 


eral  diatress.  Bat,  in  the  ooimti^  north  of  the 
Hodaon,  the  proportion  and  oonnection  of  these 
'great  interests  sre  different.  Both  agricoltare 
andmaunfactores  have  there  grown  np  in  more 
intimate  relation  to  commerce.  The  industry 
of  that  section  has  ite  ahape  and  enei^y  from 
eommercial  proaperity.  To  the  construction, 
the  sapply,  and  the  sopport  of  navigation,  its 
manofactares  have  a  direct  or  indirect  refer- 
enoe ;  and  it  is  not  very  different  with  its  agii- 
enltnre.  A  country  divided  into  Email  farms, 
among  a  poptdation  great  compared  with  its 
extent^  requires  qaick  circulation  and  easy  pro- 
oeasM  in  the  eiotumge  of  its  commodities.  This 
can  mly  be  obt^ed  by  an  active  and  prosper- 
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Bat,  perhaps,  the  greatness  of  this  interest, 
and  OUT  pecaniary  ability  to  protect  it,  may  be 
made  more  strilcingly  apparent  by  a  comparison 
of  onr  oommeroe  with  that  of  Britain,  in  the 
einglQ  particular  of  export.  I  atate,  then,  as  a 
tact,  of  which  any  man  may  satisfy  himself  by 
a  reference  to  McPherson'a  Annals  of  Com- 
merce, where  the  tables  of  Britdsh  export  may 
be  foond,  that,  takii^  the  nine  years  prior  to 
the  war  of  onr  Kevolntion— from  17Q6  to  1774 
indnsive — the  total  average  export  of  Great 
BriUin  was  £18,000,000  sterling;  eqnal  to 
(71,000,000— an  amount  less,  by  $10,000,000, 
than  the  preeent  total  average  export  of  the 
United  States.  And  again,  taking  the  sine 
years  beginning  with  1789,  and  ending  with 
1797,  iDclnsLTe,  the  total  aonoal  average  export 
of  Great  Britain  was  £24,000,000  sterling— 
eqnal  to  |1 06, 000,000— whioh  is  lees,  by  12,000,- 
000,  than  the  total  export  of  the  United  States 
in  1807.  It  is  trne,  that  this  ia  the  official  valii* 
at  the  British  export,  and  that  the  real  valu«  is 
somewhat  higher — perhaps  thirty  per  cent 
This  cironmstanoe,  althongh  it  in  a  decree  di- 
minishes the  approximation  of  the  American  to 
the  British  commerce,  in  point  of  amoant  does 
not  materially  affect  the  argoment.  Upon  the 
bans  of  her  commerce,  Qreat  Briton  maintains 
a  maritime  force  of  800  or  1,000  vessels  of  war. 
And  will  it  be  eerioasly  contended,  that,  upon 
the  bans  nf  a  oommeroe  like  eon,  thus  treamng 


apon  tlie  heels  of  British  greatness,  we  are  ab- 
BoIut«]y  withont  the  ability  of  m^ntainin^  the 
security  of  our  seaboard,  the  safety  of  our  cities, 
and  the  nnobstrncted  course  of  our  coasting 
trade) 

By  recnrring  to  the  permanency  of  this  inter- 
est, the  fblly  and  madnees  of  this  negligence  and 
misplaced  meanness — for  It  does  not  deserve  the 
name  of  economy — will  be  still  more  distinctly 
exhibited.  Jf  thia  commerce  were  the  mush- 
room growQi  of  a  night — if  it  bad  its  vigor 
fWim  the  temporary  excitement  and  the  accu- 
mulated nutriment  which  warring  elements  in 
Europe  had  swept  from  the  places  of  their 
natural  deposit — then,  indeed,  th^re  might  be 
some  excuse  for  a  temporiiing  policy  tonching 
so  transitory  an  interest.  Bnt  commerce  in  the 
Eastern  States  is  of  no  foreign  growth,  and  of 
no  adventitious  seed ;  its  root  is  of  a  £hre  which 
almost  two  centaries  have  nourished ;  and  the 
perpetuity  of  its  destiny  is  written  in  legible 
characters,  as  well  in  the  nature  of  the  country, 
as  in  the  dispositionof  its  inhabitants.  Indeed, 
mi,  look  along  your  whole  coast,  fVom  Passs- 
maquoddy  to  Oapes  Henry  and  Charles,  and 
behold  the  deep  and  far-winding  creeks  and 
inlets,  the  noble  baains,  the  projecting  head- 
lands, the  majestic  rivers;  and  those  sounds 
and  baya,  which  are  more  like  inland  seas,  than 
any  thing  called  by  those  names  in  other  qnar- 
t«r8  of  the  globel  Can  any  man  do  this,  and 
not  realize  that  the  destiny  of  the  people  inhab- 
iting such  a  country  is  esseDtiolly  maritimet 
Can  any  man  do  this,  without  being  impressed 
by  the  conviction,  that,  although  the  poor  pro- 
jects of  politicians  may  embarrass,  for  a  tame, 
the  dispoeitions  growing  out  of  the  condition  of 
snch  a  conntry,  yet  that  nature  will  be  too 
strong  for  cobweb  regulations,  and  will  vindi- 
cate her  rights  with  certain  effect — perhaps 
with  awful  perilal  Jfo  nation  ever  did  or  ever 
ought  to  resist  such  allnrenients  and  Invitations 
to  a  particular  mode  of  industry.  The  purposes 
of  Providence  relative  to  the  destination  of  men 
are  to  be  gathered  from  the  oircomatanoes  in 
which  his  beneficence  has  placed  them ;  and  to 
refuse  to  make  use  of  the  means  of  prosperity 
which  bis  goodness  has  put  into  our  huid^ 
what  is  it  hat  spuming  at  his  bounty,  and  re- 

CUng  the  blessings  wHieh  his  infinite  wisdcxn 
designated  for  us,  by  the  very  nature  of  his 
allotments  t  The  employments  of  indostry,  con- 
nected with  navigation  and  commercial  ent^- 
prise,  areprecions  to  the  people  of  that  qnarter. 
of  the  conntry,  by  andent  prejudice,  not  less 
than  recent  profit.  The  occupation  is  render^ 
dear  and  venerable,  by  all  the  cherished  aasoci' 


the  lesBons.of  encouragement  derived  from  re- 
cent experience,  what  natjon,  within  a  similar 
period,  ever  received  so  many  that  irare  sweet 
and  salutary  f  What  nation,  in  so  abort  a  time, 
ever  before  ascended  to  such  a  height  of  com- 
mercial greatness  f 
Having  concluded  what  I  intended  to  sng- 
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seat,  in  rd&tiou  to  the  natore  of  the  interest  to 
be  protected,  I  proceed  to  oonrider  the  nature 
of  the  proteotion  wliioh  it  'v»  our  dutj  to  extend. 
And  here,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  neceasitated 
loake  an  obaervation  vhicb  is  w  simple  and 
obviont,  that  were  it  not  for  the  argunenta 
nr^  against  the  principle  of  maritime  protee- 
tioD,  I  utontd  have  deemed  the  mere  menticm 
of  it  to  reqnire  an  apology.  The  remark  is 
thie:  that  nghta,  in  thmr  natnre  iQcal,  can  only 
be  maiDtained  where  they  exist,  and  not  where 
thev  do  not  ezisL  If  jon  had  a  field  to  defend 
in  Georgia,  it  would  be  verj  atrange  to  pat  np 
a  fence  in  HaMachoMtla.  And  vet,  how  doee 
thia  differ  from  iDvading  OanadL  for  the  poipoae 
of  dafending  onr  marUime  rights?  I  beg  not 
to  be  onderatood,  Mr.  Speaker,  by  this  remark, 
aa  intending  to  chill  the  ardor  for  the  Canada 
expedition.  It  is  very  tme,  that,  to  poneae 
oniaelvea  of  tha  Canadas,  and  Nova  Scotja,  and 
tfadr  depwdenciee,  it  would  ooet  these  United 
States,  at  the  least  estimate,  $60,000,000:  and 
that  Great  Britain's  national  pride,  and  her 

a  pledge  of  protection  to  the  peopte  of  that  conn- 
.  Deinff  pot  oat  of  the  qu^ion,  she  wonld 
jon  the  whole  territory  for  half  the  m<wiey, 
I  make  no  objection,  however,  on  this  acooont. 
On  the  contrary,  for  the  purposes  of  the  present 
argament,  I  may  admit  tLst  peconiary  calcula- 
tion ought  to  be  pat  ont  of  tbe  field,  when  spirit 
■  is  to  be  shown,  or  hoDor  vindicated.  I  only 
design  to  inquire  how  oar  maritime  rights  are 
protected  by  snch  invasion.  Suppose  that  in 
every  land-project  yon  are  BQCoe^al — suppose 
both  the  Canaoas,  Qneboo,  Halifax,  every  thing 
to  the  North  pole,  yours  by  fair  conqnest — are 
your  rigbto  on  the  ocean,  therefore,  secure  t 
Does  yonr  fiag  float  afterwards  in  honor  ?  Are 
yonr  seamen  safe  from  impressment  t  Is  yonr 
eoQTw  along  the  highway  <^  nations  nuobstmot- 
ed  r  No  one  pretends  it.  No  one  has  or  can 
■how,  by  any  lo^cal  deduction,  or  any  detail  of 
fkota,  that  the  loss  of  thoee  conntries  wonld  so 
compress  Great  Britain  as  to  indnoe  her  to  aban- 
don for  one  boor  any  of  her  maiitime  preten- 
dons.  What  tbenreaoltot  Why,  sii^wbat  is 
palpable  aa  the  day — that  maritime  rights  are 
only  to  be  maintained  by  maritime  means. 
This  species  of  protection  mnst  be  given,  or  all 
damor  aboQt  maritime  rights  will  be  nnder- 
stood,  by  the  people  interested  io  them,  to  be 
hollow  or  false ;  or  (what  is  worse)  an  intention 
to  oo-operate  with  the  enemies  of  our  commerce 
in  a  still  farther  embarrassment  of  it. 

In  considering  this  sul^ect  of  maritime  pro- 
tection, I  shall  recur  to  the  nature  and  di^ree 
of  it,  and  to  onr  capacity  to  extend  it.  And 
there  we  are  always  met,  at  the  very  threshold, 
with  this  objection:  "A  naval  force  requires 
much  time  to  get  it  into  readineea,  and  the  esi- 

ricy  will  be  past  before  tbe  preparation  can 
completed."  This  want  of  foresit^t  io  times 
|iBSt,  is  made  an  apology  for  want  of  foresight 
m  the  time  present  We  were  unwise  in  the 
beginoing,  and  unwise  we  resolve  to  continue 
uitil  the  end  of  the  chapter.    We  refoae  to  du 


any  Uiing  until  the  mcnnentr  of  exigency,  and 
then  it  is  too  late.  Tkns  onr  improTidenee  ii 
made  sponsor  for  our  disindination.  Bat  what 
is  the  law  of  natore  and  the  dictate  of  wMihb, 
on  this  BolQectl  Tbe  casualdea  of  life,  the  m- 
cidents  to  which  man  is  exposed,  are  the  madas 
eetebli^ed  by  ProTidance  for  his  instraedeB. 
This  is  tbe  law  of  onr  natnre.  Hence  it  is  that 
advetaity  is  said  to  keep  a  sdiool  for  ccRsii 
people  who  will  learn  in  no  otlier.  EeBoe,Io^ 
the  poet  likens  it  to  "a  toad,  ngly  and  Tenoo- 
ons,  which  bears  a  predooi  jewel  in  bis  bead.' 
And,  in  another  place,  hut  with  the  samo  ggagii 
relation,  "ont  c»  thia  thOffI  danger,  we  ^od 
the  flower  safety."  This  law  ia  just  aa  mitiTa 
to  nations,  aa  it  is  to  individuals.  Fw,  ootwith- 
standiog  all  the  vaonting  of  stateanMi,  thsr 
whole  bueiuesB  is  to  apply  an  enlaced  cmmna 
sense  to  tlie  afiairs  intnated  to  th^  managt- 

Tonching  the  natnre  and  degree  of  that  m«i- 
time  protection,  which  it  may  be  wise  in  lUi 
nation  to  extend  to  its  maritime  iat«r«sta,  it 
seems  to  me  that  our  exertions  sbould  rather 
be  excited  than  graduated,  by  the  present  exi- 
gency ;  that  our  duty  is  to  inqaire,  opoD  a  gca- 
eral  scale,  what  oar  eommerclal  citizene  hav^ 
in  this  req>ect,  a  right  to  claim ;  and  what  is 
the  nnquestioDaUe  obligation  of  a  commerdil 
nation,  to  so  great  a  claae  of  its  interests,  for 
this  purpose,  my  observations  will  hBv«  rete- 
enoe  rather  to  tbe  principles  of  the  ajslnn, 
than  to  tbe  provisions  of  the  bill  now  onder 
debate.  Undoubtedly,  an  ^>pr(nniation  for  tbe 
bnilding  of  ten,' or  any  other  additional  number 
of  frig^es,  would  be  so  distinct  a  maoifestatko 
of  the  intention  of  the  Nstional  Legislatnre  to 
extend  to  oommeroe  its  natural  protection,  ai 
in  itaelf  to  outweigh  any  theoretic  preference 
for  a  maritime  force  of  higher  character.  I 
cannot,  therefore,  but  cordially  support  an  ap- 
propriation fbr  a  species  of  protection  ao  im- 
portant and  deorable.  Yet  in  an  argmncitt, 
naving  relation  to  the  system,  rather  than  to 
the  ooeasion,  I  trust  I  shul  have  the  indnlg^iee 
of  tbe  House,  if  my  ooorve  <£  reflectioos  should 
take  a  wider  range  than  tbe  jHtqiositi<HU  on  tbe 
tabk^  and  embraoe,  within  the  scope  of  reiaaii; 
tbe  general  prindples  by  which  tbe  nature  and 
degree  of  systematical  naval  protectioa  ahooU 
in  my  judgment  be  regulated. 

Touching  that  branch  of  Interest  which  ii 
most  preoions  to  oommermol  men,  it  is  impcMi- 
ble  that  there  can  be  any  mistake.  For  m>w- 
ever  dear  the  interests  of  property  or  of  life^ 
ixposed  upon  tbe  ooeon,  mi^  be  to  their  owa- 
rs  or  tbdr  fHeods;  yet  the  safety  of  onr  altan 
and  of  our  flreddea,  (d' onr  i^tiea  and  tf  onr  sea- 
board, most,  .from  the  nature  of  things  be  en- 
twined  into  the  amotions  by  ties  iooomparahly 
more  strong  and  lender.  Aai  it  happats  thai 
both  nation^  pride  and  honor  are  peealiarly 
ideotifled  with  the  support;  of  these  jnoiiiy 
objeota  of  commercial  interest 

With  respect  to  the  natnre  and  extent  of  this 
naval  foro^  some  difierenoe  of  oinnion  may 
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arise,  aooordioK  to  the  view  tftken  of  the  pri- 
mary objects  or  protection.  Far  myself  1  oon- 
nder  that  those  olyectB  ore  first  to  be  protected, 
in  tha  Bofet;  of  which  the  national  character 
and  bappinesa  ore  most  deeply  interested.  And 
these  are  chiefly  concenied,  beyond  all  qneHtion, 
in  th«  preservation  of  our  maritime  eettlements 
from  pillage  and  oar  coast  from  Tiolenoe,  For 
.  this  purpose  it  ia  reqaiute  that  tliere  ehoold  be 
a  ship  of  war  for  tlie  tiarbor  of  every  great  city 
of  the  United  Btatea,  equal,  in  point  of  force,  to 
the  naiial  grade  of  ships-of-the-llDe  of  the  mari- 
time belligerents.  These  ships  might  be  so  in- 
•tmoted  as  to  act  ungly  or  together,  as  cironm- 
■tancee  might  require.  M7  reason  for  the  se- 
JieotiuD  of  this  apeciea  of  force  i^  that  it  pnta 
every  d^  and  great  harbor  of  the  United  States 
in  a  etate  of  security  iVom  the  inanlts,  and  the 
inhabitanta  of  your  seacosst  from  the  depreda- 
tion, of  any  sin^  ship  <^  war  of  any  nation. 
To  these  shonld  be  added  a  nnmber  of  fiHgates 
and  smaller  venels  of  war.  By  soch  means  our 
ooaating  trade  might  be  protected,  the  months 
of  our  harbors  secured  (in  particular  that  of  the 
HiniaHppi}  from  the  baocaneers -of  tha  Weat 
Indies,  and,  hereafter  perhaps,  trcm  those  of 
Sonth  America.  A  system  of  protection,  grad- 
uated upon  a  scale  so  oonformable  to  the  nature 
of  the  coaatry,  and  to  the  greatnees  of  the  oom- 
mercial  intereat,  would  tend  to  quiet  that  spirit 
of  jealousy  wliich  bo  naturally  and  so  jnstly  be- 
gins to  sitting  np  among  the  States.  Those  in- 
terested in  commeroe  wonld  care  tittJe  what 
local  influences  predominated,  or  bow  the  boll 
ot  power  vibrated  among  our  factions,  provided 
an  efficieut  protection  of  their  e»ential  inieresta, 
upon  Hystcinatio  principles,  was  not  only  secured 
by  the  letter  of  like  constitution,  but  asenred  by  a 
^irit  pervading  every  description  of  their  rulers. 
But  it  is  said  that  "we  have  not  capacity  to 
maintain  such  a  naval  force."  Is  it  want  of  pe- 
enniaiy  or  want  of  physical  capacity !  In  rela- 
tion to  our  neottniary  capacity,  I  will  not  oonde' 
•oend  to  add  any  proof  to  that  plain  statement 
already  exhibited,  showing  that  we  have  an  an- 
niul  oommerdal  ezpoanre,  eqnal  to  At  hnndred 
millions  of  dollars,  and  that  two-thirds  of  one 
per  cent  upon  this  amount  of  value,  or  four 
millions  of  dollara,  is  more  than  is  neoeesary,  if 
annually  and  systematically  appropriated,  for 
thia  great  ot^ect;  so  anzionalr  and  rightfolly 
de^rad  by  your  seaboard,  and  so  essential  to 
the  honor  and  obligations  of  the  naUon.  I  will 
only  make  a  single  other  statement,  by  way  of 
Ulustra^ng  the  smallness  of  Uie  anni^jtl  appro- 
priations necessary  fbr  the  attainment  oif  this 
important  purpose.  The  annoal  apprtqniation 
<tf  one-sixth  oi  one  per  oent.  on  the  amooot  of 
the  value  of  the  whole  onnnal  commercial  ex- 
posnre^  (one  million  of  doUara,)  is  suffloiMt  to 
tmild,  in  two  years,  six  seventy-four  gnn  ships ; 
and  taking  the  average  expense  in  peaoe  and 
war,  the  annual  af^opriation  of  the  same  sum 
is  snffioient  to  maiatam  them  afterwards,  in  a 
condition  tor  efficient  service.  This  otijeotien' 
of  pecnnlary  inability  m«y  be  believed  in  the 


interior  oonntry,  where  the  greatness  of  the 
commercial  pn^rty  and  all  the  tender  obliga- 
tions connected  with  its  preservation,  ore  not 
realized.  But,  in  the  cities  and  in  the  commer- 
cial States,  the  extent  of  the  national  resources 
is  more  truly  estimated.  They  know  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  interests  at  stake  and  their  essen- 
tial d^m  to  protection.  Why,  sir,  were  we 
seriooaly  to  urge  this  objection  of  pecuniary  in- 
capacity to  the  commercial  men  of  Masaaohn- 
aetta,  they  wonld  laugh  us  to  acorn.  Let  me 
state  a  single  fact  In  the  year  1740,  the  State, 
then  the  colony  of  Haeaachusetta  Bay,  included 
a  population  of  220,000  sonla,  and  yet  in  that 
infant  state  of  the  country,  it  owned  a  fleet 
oonmsting  of  three  ships,  one  of  which  carried 
twenty  guns,  three  snows,  one  brig,  and  three 
sloops;  Ming  an  anregate  of  ten  vessels  of  war. 
These  partook  of  the  dangers,  and  shared  in  the 
l^ory,  of  that  expedition  which  terminated  with 
the  Hnrrender  of  Louisbnrg,  0(»nparing  the 
popolation,  the  extent  of  territory,  the  capital, 
and  sll  the  other  resources  of  this  great  nation, 
with  the  narrow  meana  of  the  colony  of  Massa- 
chusetts at  that  period  of  its  history,  it  is  not 
extravagant  to  assert  that  the  fleet  it  then  poe- 
sessed,  in  proportion  to  iia  peconiary  resouroea, 
WHS  greater  than  would  be,  iu  proportion  to  the 
resonrces  of  the  United  Stat^  a  fleet  of  fifty 
sail-of-the-line  and  one  hnndred  frmatea. 

The  general  efTeot  of  the  polioy  1  advocate,  is 
t«  produce  confidence  at  home  and  respeot 
abroad.  These  are  twin  slioots  ftom  the  same 
stock,  and  never  fait  to  flonrish  or  fade  ti^ther. 
Confidence  b  a  plant  of  no  mushroom  growth 
and  of  no  artinoial  texture.  It  springs  only 
irom  sage  counsels  and  generous  endeavora.  The 
protection  yon  extend  must  be  efficient  and 
suited  to  the  nature  of  the  oMeot  yon  profess  to 
maintun.  If  it  be  neither  adeqnate  nor  appro- 
priate, yonr  wisdom  may  be  doubted,  your 
motives  may  be  distrusted,  but  in  vain  yon 
expect  confidence.  The  inhabitants  of  the  sea- 
board will  inquire  of  their  own  smsee  and  not 
of  four  lo^c,  eonoeming  the  reality  of  th«ir 
proteetion. 

As  to  respect  abroad,  what  course  can  be 
more  certain  to  insure  itt  What  object  more 
honorable,  what  more  dignified  than  to  behold  a 
great  nation  puraning  wise  ends  by  appropriate 
means;  rising  to  adopt  a  series  of  systematio 
exertions,  snlted  to  her  power,  and  adequate  to 
herpnrposest  What  object  more  consolatory  to 
the  friends — what  m(!he  paralyzing  to  the  enemies 
of  our  Union— than  to  behold  the  natural  jeal- 
ousies and  rivalries,  which  are  the  acknowl- 
edged dangers  of  our  political  condition,  subsid- 
ing or  saorificingt  What  sight  more  exhilarat- 
ing than  to  see  this  great  nation  once  more 
walking  forth  among  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
under  the  protection  of  no  foreign  shield) 
Peaceful  because  powerful— powerful  because 
united  in  interests,  and  amalgamated  by  oon- 
of  those  interests  in  the  national 


t,  let  the  (^poute  poUoy  prevail ;  let  tha 
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esBCDtial  interests  of  the  great  oomponent  porta 
of  this  tJoion  find  no  protection  under  the  na- 
tional aim — iDstead  of  safet]'  let  them  realize 
oppres^OD,  and  the  seeds  of  discord  and  di»o- 
luUon  are  ioeTitablj  sown  io  a  soil  the  beet 
fitted  for  their  root,  and  affording  the  richest 
nonrishment  for  their  expansioo.  It  ma;  be  a 
long  time  before  they  ripen.  Bnt,  sooner  or 
later,  tbej  will  assaredl?  hnret  forth  in  all  their 
destructive  energies.  In  the  intermediate  pe- 
riod, what  aq>ect  does  a  Union,  thoa  destitute  of 
cwment,  present!  Is  it  that  of  a  nation  keen  to 
discern,  and  strong  to  resist,  violations  of  its 
sovereignty  t  It  has  rather  the  appearance  of  a 
casual  collection  of  semi-barbarons  clans,  with 
the  forms  of  civilization,  and  with  the  nide  and 
rending  passions  of  the  savage  state.  In  tmth, 
powerful — yet,  as  to  any  foreign  effect,  imbecile 
— rich,  in  the  goods  of  fbrtane,  yet  wanting 
that  inherent  spirit  without  which  a  nation  ia 
poor  indeed ;  their  strength  eihaosted  by  strng- 

Eles  for  local  power;  their  moral  sense  debased 
7  low  intri^es  for  personal  popularity,  or 
tamporar;  pre- eminence;  all  their  thoughts 
tnmed  not  to  the  Hafety  of  the  Btate,  bnt  to  the 
elevation  of  a  chieftoin.  A  people  presenting 
each  an  aspect,  what  have  they  to  eniect  abroad  f 
What  bnt  pillage,  insnh,  and  soom  f 

The  choice  is  before  ns.  Persist  in  reftuuig 
efficient  maritime  orotection ;  persiHt  in  the  sys- 
tem of  conunerciaj  restrictions ;  what  now  is, 
perhaps,  autidpation,  will    hereat^r  be  his- 

Mr.  Fex  said  that,  when  this  subject  was 
first  presented  to  the  Honse,  he  felt  inclined  to 
vote  for  a  small  increase  of  the  Naval  Sstablish- 
ment ;  bnt  it  now  appears  that,  what  is  asked 
for  is  consdered  om;  as  laying  a  foundation 
for  a  great  system— a  system  which,  he  feared, 
if  carried  into  eiecntion,  might  change  the  Oov- 
emment 

Mr.  F.  contended  that  tbe  Navy  never  had, 
■Dd  never  conld  protect  oar  conuneroe.  like 
standing  armies,  he  con^dered  navies  as  dan- 
gerons  to  Uberty.  As  to  the  coustitntional 
provision,  with  reqiect  to  a  navy,  it  is  nothing 
more  than  a  mere  grant  of  power,  which  Con- 
gress is  at  liberty  to  nse  or  not,  as  they  may 
deem  it  necessary  or  expedient. 

Thoagh  he  had  listened  with  candor  to  all 
the  argumenta  which  had  been  used  in  favor  of 
an  increase  of  this  Establishment  nt  the  present 
time,  he  was  for  from  being  convinced  that 
snch  an  increase,  at  present,  is  either  necessary 
or  eipedieuL  It  appeared  to  him  that  every 
nation  which  has  embarked,  to  any  extent,  in 
Navy  Establishments,  has  been  erentnally  cmsh- 
ed  by  them.  Whether  joa  go  back  to  ancient, 
or  look  upon  modern  Earope,  yon  'frill  find 
navies  have  not  afforded  that  protection  which 
gentlemen  are  desirous  of  persuading  the  Honse 
they  are  capable  of  afforduig.  Has  the  navy  of 
Bnssia  protected  her  commerce  t  There  arc  in 
tbe  Russian  dominions  from  twenty-five  to 
thirty  millions  of  people ;  but,  by  every  acconnt 
we  nave  of  them,  their  sitoation  is  not  very  en- 


viable; nor  hav^e  they  any  great  degree  of  eom- 
merce  to  protect.  Wliere  are  the  navies  of 
Sweden  and  Denwark !  The  latter,  it  is  wtfi 
known,  were  snept  away  and  destroyed  by  the 
British  fleet ;  and  the  Seet  of  Sweden  seme 
only  to  keep  the  country  in  poverty  to  m»;rit«» 
it.  A  navy  looks  pretty  well  in  theoiy;  but 
look  into  the  experience  of  nations,  and  it  win 
be  found  to  have  been  the  bane  of  every  oom- 
try  which  has  had  any  thing  to  do  with  iL  We 
should  want  wisdom,  therefore,  to  pnTsoe  ■ 
system  which  baa  proved  so  rainooa  to  otben. 
With  respect  to  Great  Britain  hersell^  it  had 
been  said  that  her  nwy  had  been  the  baau  d 
her  wealth  and  prosperity.  Ur.  F.  said  he  did 
not  envy  the  sitnation  of  that  country.    TI» 

K'  117  and  honor  which  such  naiioas  are  in  tlw 
bit  of  acqairing,  pnrve  a  corse  to  tbenn  in  the 
end  by  enslaving  tbem  with  expense. 

As  to  the  protection  and  enoouragem^it  ef 
commerce,  he  believed  commerce  woold  ^w^i 
fioorish  beat  when  left  to  itself  nnsbaekled  by 
regulations.  It  wit!  then  be  carried  to  every 
part  of  the  globe.  In  the  conrM  of  the  debate^ 
it  bod  been  said  that  the  e^>orts  of  Great  Britwn, 
in  1797,  were  not  greater  than  oars  before  oai 
oommerce  was  reetrieled,  thongh  that  nalite 
had  possessed  a  navy  which  had  triumphed  on 
the  ooeaa  for  half  a  century.  IIow  did  this 
happen  I  It  was  owing,  said  Mr.  F.,  to  the 
&eedom  of  onr  commerce. 

The  gentleman  from  Maseacbnsetts  (Mr. 
Qoisot)  had  spoken  of  tbe  naval  force  formei^ 
ly  possessed  by  Maesachusetta  Bnt,  what  te- 
curity  did  tho»e  ships  afibrdt  They  were  of  no 
nse,  as  he  believed ;  they  were  nothing  bat  A 
heavy  expense  to  the  State ;  and  he  believed  tbe 
merchants  had  fotmd  their  commerce  in  a  mnidi 
better  state  dnce,  than  it  was  when  tbey  woe 
in  being. 

Gentlemen  epesk  of  the  embarraasmentB  of 
onr  commerce,  aa  if  they  were  owing  to  oar  not 
having  a  navy ;  bnt,  if  they  will  look  around, 
they  win  find  that  those  conntries  which  have 
navies  have  not  esc(4>ed ;  our  emharnrasmenlB 
have  arken  tW>m  the  wrongs  committed  against 
us  by  other  natitHis,  which  we  had  so  power  irf 
preventing. 

It  had  been  shown  that  the  Navy  Estaldidi- 
ment  proposed  conld  not  be  supported  bnt  by 
an  expense  which  would  prove  rainons  to  th^ 
oountjy.  Batbw  than  incur  this  expense,  he 
was  willing  to  dispense  with  the  honor  sappos- 
ed  to  be  attached  to  snch  an  Establishment 
Mr.  F.  was  (wposed  to  this  system,  too,  becanse 
it  oould  not  be  supported  without  having  n>- 
coarse  to  a  force  similar  to  impressment  to  ob- 
tain a  nomber  of  seamen  aufBcient  to  man  sn^ 
a  fieet.  He  was  anxjoua  to  protect  every  part 
of  the  Union ;  but  he  ooald  not  consent  to  sup- 
port any  scheme  so  pregnant  with  mischief  to 
the  oonntry,  as  be  conridered  this  large  Navy 
EstaUishment  to  be. 

The  question  on  nnedng  to  strike  out  the 
section  for  building  ttie  fr%at«a  was  e«tiied — 
yeas  eS,  nays  69. 
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praiiding  ship  timber  and  other  unperiahable 
nuUeriaU,  with  the  words  two  hundred  thon- 
uai  dollars,  which  was  carried — yeas  88,  naya 
K. 

Another  question  was  cm  agreeinK  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  make  the  abote  ap- 
propriation for  three  years,  viz :  for  the  years 
1813,1813,  and  1814.  This  motion  was  car- 
ried—yeas  67,  nays  52. 

The  next  qaestion  was  on  agreeing  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  appropriate  one 
hnndred  tbonaond  dollare  for  providing  a  dock 

Ur.  Bbsa.  moved  to  atrike  ont  the  sectdon ; 
bat  tliia  motion  being  decided  to  be  ont  of  or- 
der, Ifr.  D.  R.  WiLUAjffi  Spoke  against  the  pro- 
priely  of  a[)propriating  money,  without  estimate, 
for  an  otyect  not  wanted  nntil  we  went  abont 
bnilding  Beventy-fburs.  The  Honse  a^oumed, 
DO  motion  of  Hr.  Buou,  wltliont  taking  the 
qoea^n. 

TnisDAr,  Jannary  28. 
2raval  Mtablukiaeat. 

He  order  of  the  day,  viz :  the  bili  concerning 
the  Navat  Eatabliahment,  was  then  taken  up, 
inH  the  qnestion  on  agreeing  to  the  report  of 
the  Oominittee  of  the  Whole,  to  fill  up  the  black 
in  the  Bection  praviding  a  dock  yarif  with  one 
handled  tlioas&ml  dollars,  being  under  consid- 
enition,  Mr.  Chitks  stated  the  gronnds  npon 
vhich  the  committee  had  recommended  this 
profision  of  ^ebill,  and  replied  to  some  remarks 
of  his  collesgae  (Mr.  Wiluams)  made  yesterday. 

Ur.  Rbea  tlicu  moved  to  stnke  out  the  whole 
section  in  relation  to  the  dock  ^ard;  which, 
after  some  little  debate,  was  earned — yeas  GO, 
nsTs  5a. 

Mr.  Bljloei:.ei>oe  moved  a  new  section  to  the 
Un,  providing  for  the  building  of  four  aeventy-' 
four  gimshipa.  Aa  an  inducement  to  the  Bouse 
to  adopt  this  new  section,  he  stated  there  were 
sufficient  timber  and  gone  on  hand  j  that  the 
whole  expense  wonld  not  exceed  $1,800,000 
and  the  gons  and  timber  being  already  provid- 
ed, an  appropriation  of  1824,000  only,  wonld 
be  necessary  to  complete  ^em. 

The  question  was  negatived — yeas  88,  nays 
78. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  b 
tar  a  third  reading  U 


M0ND1.T,  Maroh  3, 
DitoTMi  in  the  Diitriet. 
Ur.  Lewis,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Uie  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  made  the  following  report; 
The  Committee  for  the  Diitrict  of  Columbia, 
~*^  e  refeired  Ifae  petitiona  c^  Jane  Detkiiu, 


Ths  only  object  wUeh  the  petitioneri  omn  havs  in 
rieir  ii  to  be  enabled,  reapoctiTsl;,  to  enbu  into  new 
;ontrmcti  of  marriage.  Were  mairiigei  only  a  ci'mf 
lutuUicn,  the  conrd  of  law  would  be  open  to  all  par- 
tiei  aaeUng  the  redreu  now  prayed  ior,  foT  alteced 
breach  of  the  marriage  coabiut  t  but  it  is  Aomethmg 
morej  it  is  a  diHine  ordisimee,  and  hai  been  pro- 
noaneed  aucb  by  the  faigheat  legal  a«  well  ai  ^iriCnal 
ilhoiity.  The  competeuoy  of  any  human  trihnnal 
diuolTS  iU  aacred  obligatiooa  may  well  tte  doubted. 
The  jnatice  ar  policy,  imder  any  circumstances,  of 
weakening  the  matrimonial  institntion,  npon  the 
parity  of  irhioh  depends  the  very  fabric  of  society  IW 
self,  may  be  boldly  demed.  Divorces  are  Dot  merely 
the  eflfeet  of  corruption  of  manners ;  they  are  the  canse 
They  hold  out  tempta^na  lo  crime  wliich 
n  infinnlw  cannot  at  all  timea  reust.  They 
snt  incentiTes  to  (hat  adnltaiy  which  they  are 
called  in  to  remedy.  Extreme  casea  may  indeed  be 
put,  but  they  are  rare ;  both  parties  are  generally  in 
fault.  Shall  a  vaiy  few  individuale,  who  present 
themselTBs  in  a  qnestiouable  ah^n,  be  debarred  fVom 
acting  a  second  martiaffo,  or  shall  the  foonda- 
of  soiuety  be  loosened  for  thur  special  accom- 
modalioD  7  Shall  the  heaviest  pnhlic  injury  be  en- 
coontered  for  the  convenience  of  those,  who,  for  the 
moat  part,  hare  shown  how  little  relisnoe  is  to  be 
placed  upon  their  virtue  or  discretion  ?  Shall  incen- 
tiTes to  nuptial  infidelity  b«  presented  to  the  great 
body  of  society  for  the  persona]  gratificatian  of  a  fair 
"  tonate  members,  diffudng  dissatiafactioQ  and 
stent,  where,  Imtforthe  deceitini  hope  of  divorce, 
they  had  never  been  known  7 

The  freqneney  of  divorces  may  be  taken  aa  an  un- 
..ring  criterion  of  the  depravity  of  morals.  A  re- 
spectable authority  has  declared,  that  "  f^m  the  lie- 
foimatioil  to  the  commencement  of  the  eighteenth 
centuiy,  there  had  occtured  only  fonr  initanoes  of 
Failiamentary  divorce ;  but,  in  the  piesent  reigu;  they 
had  increased  to  the  enormooa  number  of  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-three."  It  is  notorious  that  the 
crime  which  is  made  the  groimd-WDik  of  the  divorce, 
is  frequently  ctimmitted  with  the  most  "  dehliarata 
and  uDhlnshing  indifference,'  for  the  purpose  of  ena- 
bling the  adulterer  and  adidtress  thereatter  to  inter- 
many.  Your  committee  will  not  attempt  to  purane 
the  autnect  farther.  It  ia  calculated  to  iasjriie  the 
moat  iMemn  leBecdona.  They  are  cqiposed  to  divorce 
upon  principle,  ai  tending  to  ezdie  iamily  discord ; 
aa  bearing  hard  i^n  the  weaker  sex,  whom  it  is  ea- 
peciaUy  incamtwnt  upon  us  to  protect  and  to  cherish ; 
above  all,  aa  weakenluK  the  matrimonial  tie,  upon 
the  sanctity  of  which  depend  "  all  the  charities  of 
father,  eon,  and  brother.'"  The  committee  will  not 
enter  into  the  quesIdoD  how  far  it  may  be  wiao  or 
pohlic  to  hold  forth  to  the  world  this  IJisCrict  as  an 
asylum  for  those  who  wish  to  obtain  abaolutioa  from 
the  mairiage  vow.  They  will  content  themselvei 
with  submitting  the  following  reaolation : 

StKlctd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioDen  ought 
not  to  be  graoted. 


trsyii^  for  a  divorce  from  Williaoi  Deakins,  and  of 
David  Beck,'  praying  for  a  divo 
wifi,  (about  liw  Ibllowing  report 


WKDNEflDAT,  Harch  4. 
Cotutitvtion  nf  Orleatu. 
The  fbllowing  message  was  received  from  the 
PnumBNT  ov  iHx  TJhited  &Ti.TBe ; 


;,iz...,L-OOglC 


ABRIDOHEHT  OF  THE 


To  Ha  SotoM  and  Boatt  nf 

Stpnuaitatiim  eftjU  JTtultd  BMm  : 

At  th«  reqaeat  of  ths  conTBndan  umubU  In  tlw 
Territorj  of  Oriouu  on  tba  SSd  day  of  NoTcmbar 
but,'!  tnmsnit  to  Coagtfm  the  pracvediaga  of  that 
bod;  in  pnnauioe  of  the  ict,  entitled  "  An  act  to  »a- 
■bU  tb>  pecfde  cf  tbe  Territory  of  Orlsuu  lo  fbnn  a 
COWtiMtioii  Ukd  Stats  gorenuneDt,  and  for  the  ad- 
Dtbrion  of  the  laid  State  into  tba  Union  chi  an  equal 
footing  with  the  originsl  Statei,  and  for  other  nor- 
poMs.^  JAMES  MADISON. 

Makh  8,  1812. 

The  Meawge  and  ftcoompuiyiiiK  docnmente 
hanng  baen  rekd,  a  proposition  wu  made  to 
refer  Uwm  to  a  select  oommittee ;  bat,  before  it 
"wm  decided,  the  Houae  a^oarned. 

lIosDAT,  Uarch  9. 
Britiih  Intrifuet. 
The  foUowiug  Ifeeaage  wu  reo^ved  from  Qie 
Pbisidbkt  of  tub  Dntted  Btatxs: 

To  at  BenaU  aitd  Bout  of 

Btpraaitativtt  ufAt  Vmlid  Stattt : 
I  lay  before  Congnu  copiei  of  certain  docmneDti 
which  remun  in  the  Department  of  State.    Tbay 


)   that  a 


irithat 


>  wrongs  mituned  by 
them,  ce«ed  not  to  obwrve  the  laws  of  peace  and 
neutiKlitj  towards  Oreat  Britain,  and  in  the  midit 
of  amicable  profeHioni  and  negotiadons  on  the  port 
of  the  Britiui  Qonnuuent,  thnmgh  iti  pnblk  Minis- 
ten  here,  a  secret  agent  of  that  Government  was 
■roployed  in  certain  States,  more  eqwcially  at  the 
•eat  of  Oavomment  in  Masiachnsetta,  in  fomenting 
disaffection  to  the  conitituled  antborities  of  the 
nation ;  and  in  Intrignes  with  the  disaa>>cted  for  the 
purpose  ofbiinging  abont  resistance  to  the  laws;  and 
eventnally,  in  concert  with  a  Bridth  force,  of  destroy- 
ing the  UaioD  and  forming  the  Eastern  part  thereof 
Into  a  pohdcal  oaoaectioD  with  Great  Britain. 

In  addition  to  the  effect  which  die  disoorery  of 
■ocb  a  pmccdore  ought  to  have  on  the  Public  Coun- 
cils, it  will  cot  fail  to  render  more  dear  to  the  hearts 
-  of  all  good  citiiaos  Ibat  bappy  Union  of  ttraae  Stales, 
'  wliiob,  nnder  Dirine  Piaridenca,  is  the  guarantee  of 
thrir  libertiea,  their  tt&kj,  tluir  tranqoiUitj,  and 
Cieir  {oMpeii^. 

JAUES  MADISON. 

M4BCB  a,  I8I2. 

Mr.  Bemy  Co  Afr.  JTmraa. 
PaHiADKLTHU,  Ftbnary  20,  1813. 
Snt  I  Mnch  obsemtian  and  eiperienoe  bare  oon. 
vinced  me,  that  the  iqjnries  and  ininlts  with  which 
tbe  United  States  bare  been  so  long  and  so  frequently 
visited,  and  which  cause  their  present  embairasiancnt, 
have  been  owing  to  an  opinion  entertained  by  foreign 
Statea,  "  that  in  any  meainte  tending  to  wound 
tbeir  pride,  or  proToke  tbeir  hostility,  tba  Gorem- 
Inent  of  this  country  oonld  never  Induce  a  great 
majority  of  its  ciciniu  to  concur." — And  as  many 
of  the  evils  which  flow  fVom  tbe  influence  of  thb 
opinion  on  the  policy  of  foreign  nation^  may  t>e 
removed  by  any  act  that  oan  ]Hxiduce  unanimity 
among  all  parties  in  America,  I  voluntarily  tender  to 
yon,  sir,  aoch  means,  as  I  possess,  towards  promoting 
■0  desirable  and  important  an  object ;  which,  if  ao- 
oomfJiihed,  cannot  fail  to  extii^uisfa,  perhaps  bi^ 


I  have  the  honor  to  tnamit  bercwiih  dn  ixi. 
ment*  and  ecrreipODdeiwe  reUti^  to  an  iapoMU 
missiia  in  tdiich  I  voa  mpli^d  biy  Sir  Jsws 
Craig,  tbe  htte  Qovemor  G«t>aral  cl  dw  BdfiA 
ProvlDoee  in  Kotth  America,  io  the  winter  d  da 
year  1809. 

The  publioadcu  of  these  papers  will  dtmnnstntc  i 
fact  not  less  valnaUe  than  the  good  slresdj  [rs- 
poaed ;  it  will  prove  tliat  DO  nliagoe  ooght  to  ii 
■daoed  <n  the  rrfifniiimis  of  good  faith  of  an  jUini- 
istratioD,  vhidi,  by  a  eeiies  ot  disarina  evoiti,  bi 
fallen  into  soch  luuds  ai  a  CajtloMrii,  a  Wdksby, 
Of  a  Liverpool — I  ahcnld  ratb«r  •n  into  da  kiA 
of  the  stupid  labaltenu,  to  wbom  tbe  plsasnw  id 
the  inddetioe  of  thow  HiniitBi  hare  eomigoadiL 

In  ooMriboti^  to  the  good  of  the  United  S^ 
by  ao  eipoaitiau  whidi  aanaot  (I  dihili)  M  te  idn 
and  melt  all  difirioo  and  diiuaiea  among  ilsdtina^ 
I  flattar  mywlf  with  the  fimd  expectation  thsl  vIm 
it  is  made  psiblic  in  England  it  will  add  oh  pnl 
motive  to  the  many  tbat  already  exist,  to  iodia 
that  nation  to  witbdniw  its  oonGdeoes  bm  mm 
whose  poliljoal  career  is  a  fraitfol  sooroe  of  irjor 
and  emharrasament  in  America ;  of  injnKia  ul 
misery  in  Ireland ;  of  distress  and  ^prebenniH  ii 
Eogluidi   and  contempt  enuy  wbere.     In  mskiig 


»you,  I 


r.  Id 


on  me  diitiiKtly  aod  unequivocally  tc 
adopt  no  party  views ;  that  I  bar*  not  dissgcd  117 
of  my  political  opinions ;  that  I  rieltber  si^  ax 
desre  the  patronage  nor  ooanteaance  of  any  Goirn- 
ment  dot  of  any  party ;  and  that,  in  addition  In  As 
motivee  already  expressed,  I  am  influenced  bya  jst 
resentment  of  tbe  perfidy  and  dishonor  of  thai  via 
first  violated  tba  emdiboru  npon  which  I  neeind 
their  oonSdence ;  who  have  injured  me  and  £■(>■ 
pointed  the  eipeotadoins  of  my  friends,  and  left  u 
no  choloe  hot  betwevi  a  degrading  ocqiwaceBCe  ■ 
iqjnsdce,  and  a  retaliatioo  which  ia  Deccassiy  B 
secure  to  me  my  own  reqMot. 

This  wound  will  be  felt  what*  it  is  merited^  sad 
if  Sir  James  Creig  stQl  live,  his  share  of  tbi  psii 
will  excite  no  ^mpatby  among  those  who  an  si  sH 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedieK 
servant,  &G.  J.  QEKBT, 

To  Him.  James  Hoxbiw, 

Btcrtlars^SlaU,^ 

No,  1. 

Mr.  Ryland,   Secretary  to   Sir  James  Craig,  Ui 

Governor   General  of   the  Britidi  FttnioMS  ii 

North  America,  to  Mr.  Henry. 

AjfUeaUon  to  uadertaJio  ika  Mimm  Id  At  TsM 

Biota. 

[Meal  aecret  and  confidential] 

Qrmc,  JouKiry  26. 1809. 
Mt  Dub  Sm ;  The  extraordinary  state  of  iM^ 
at  (his  time  in  the  neishborine  States  has  mgJHtM 
to  the  Govenior-in- Chief  the  Idea  of  employing  J" 
on  a  secret  and  oonfidentiol  minion  to  BdeIod,  po- 
vidsd  an  arrangement  oan  be  mads  to  meet  da 
important  end  in  view,  without  throwing  an  sbiohili 

.1 ,_    ?_    .1^   —IT  nf   vnnr  mfiinlnrjal   porfult 

rahdttofii* 


.,L-oo^lc 
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,  leia.] 


tac 


iscaired  from  7011  were  tnuumitted  t^  bit  Excellencj 
to  the  Secntaiy  of  State,  who  hat  expresied  hu 
pBrtieuIu-  approbatiaii  of  them;  and  tnen'ia  aa 
doubt  that  joaz  able  cxecntion  of  locli  a  miuiDD  m 
I  haTB  Boggttted,  would  pve  joa  a  claim,  not  onl/ 
<m  Otti  Gorernor  Geasral,  but  on  Hia  Majmty't  Min- 
iiten,  which  might  erantBallj  coiitribiil«  to  jooi 
adTantagc  Yoa  w31  haTS  the  soodimM,  thcrafnv, 
to  scqnaint  ma,  for  his  ExtMeacj't  inforaiation, 
wliathvr  7011  conld  make  it  ooDTaDisnt  to  sngage  in 
n  miaorai  of  tbia  nature,  and  what  pecomaij  aauit- 
■DC«  wonld  be  miiiiaite  to  anahU  yoa  to  OMertako 
it,  witbont  injnij  to  jroonelC 

At  ^M«iit,  it  la  oijj  oeoauaiy  Tor  me  to  add,  that 
tbe  Gonmor  will  fnrniib  jon  mth  ■  cipher  for  car- 
ryiBK  on  Tonr  oomqMmdeuM ;  aad  that,  m  case  the 
leading  pM^  la  •a]'  of  Uio  Stktea  wiahed  to  open  a 

ni^t  be  commnnioated  throogh  /on. 
-     -•-■-        1^  tnlii  knd  rig«r' 
1,  bmnbla  nrrant, 

HEEMAH  W.  BYLAND. 
JosM  Bxswr,  £f^ 

No.  2. 
Oeneral  loRrnctiaaa  from  Sir  J.  H.  Craig  to  Hr. 

Beniy,  reapecling  hia  Secret  Hiaaioii. 

Su  Eittllmiy  Ae  Govfraofm-CXt/'i  Itutmctuiit  to 

Mr.  Hemiy,  of  FArmrf,  1809. 

[Moat  Mcret  and  confidential.] 

Quebec,  F^nary  6,  1809. 

Si>  ;  Aa  Ton  hare  ■>  readilj  nndertaken  the  eer- 
■na»  wUch  I  have  nggeated  to  joa,  u  being  likely 
to  be  attended  with  much  benefit  to  the  pnblio  ioMr- 
Mti,  I  am  to  rvqneet,  that,  with  joar  earlleit  con- 
venienee,  700  will  prooeed  to  Boalui. 

The  principal  otiact  that  I  leoumneod  to  jonr  at- 
tentioD,  ia,  tbe  endMvor  to  obtain  tbe  noet  aoconle 
infbrmatioli  of  flM  true  etate  (JaAin  in  that  port  of 
tbe  Union,  wbicb,  &om  iti  wealth,  the  nnmber  of  ita 
inbabitaola,  and  the  known  intelligenoe  and  abili^ 
of  aBraial  of  ita  leading  men,  mnM  natnretly  poaaam 
a  Tuy  cODBderable  influeoce  orer,  and  wilt  indeed 
probably  le&d  the  other  Kartern  Statea  of  Amarica  in 
tbe  part  that  tbej  may  take  at  thii  important  maia. 

I  ibaU  not  pntend  to  point  out  to  jon  the  mode  by 
whinh  yoo  will  be  moat  likely  to  obtain  thii  in^ns 
taut  informatioa  ;  yonr  own  judgment,  and  tbe  oon- 
neetiana  which  jon  may  have  in  tha  towti,  mnit  be 
jaa  guide.    I  think  it,  howerer. 


11  limea  diacorered 
Btioa  I  and  their  beioB  under  ila  partuolar 
at  thii  momen^  ii  the  more  to  be  enMOted,  60m 
their  having  no  ill-founded  ground  for  tbttr  hope*  of 
being  nearer  Che  attainment  of  th^  otjeot  than  they 
hare  been  fni  aome  yean  past 

In  the  ^neral  taima  which  I  have  mads  nio  of 
in  deaeiibing  the  olyeot  iriiicb  I  raoonuMtid  to 
yonr  attaotioii,  it  ia  Ksrcely  neoeaiaiy  that  I  ibonld 
obeem,  I  include  the  itate  of  the  poblio  opinion. 


Mrength  of  tbe  t 


lanppoeed,  that,  if  tbe  FederaliaU  of  the 
EaatBD  Statea  ahoold  be  tacceaafnl  in  obtunhig  that 
d«dd«d  inflnenoe  which  may  atabia  them  to  direct 


the  publio  opinion,  it  ii  not  improbable  that,  rather 
than  labmit  to  a  continuance  of  the  diffioul^es  and 
diitiEM  to  which  they  are  now  subject,  they  will  eiett 
that  inSueuce  to  bring  about  a  aspara^ou  from  tbe 
general  Union.  Tlie  earliaat  information  onthiamb- 
ject  may  be  of  gnat  contequance  to  our  GoTenmient, 
aa  it  may  also  be,  that  it  ahculd  be  infonned  how  far, 
in  luch  an  event,  tbey  wonld  look  np  to  Englana 
for  aaaittiuuw,  or  be  diapoaed  to  enter  into  a  connec- 
tioa  with  ua. 

Altbooi^  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient  that  yon 
■boold  in  any  manner  appear  aa  an  arowed  agent, 
yet,  if  you  could  ConbiTe  to  obtain  an  intimacy  with 
any  1^  the  leading  party,  it  may  not  be  improper  that 
you  ahould  inunuats,  (thoogh  with  great  oantton,) 
that,  if  they  ahould  with  to  enter  into  any  communi- 
cation with  out  Goremmont,  throogh  me,  yon  are 
aothoriied  to  reoeiTe  any  inch,  and  will  esJely  trani- 
mit  it  to  me.  And  aa  it  may  not  be  imposaible  that 
tiiey  ahould  reqnlra  aome  doenment,  by  which  Uiey 
may  be  BMUied  that  yon  are  really  in  the  aitnadoo 
in  which  yon  repreiant  yonnelf^  I  endote  a  c>«den- 
tial  to  be  produced  u  that  Tiaw.  But,  I  moat  par- 
tionlariy  eEJcdn  and  direct  that  yen  do  not  make  any 
naa  of  thu  p^>er,  nnleaa  a  deaire  to  that  parpoae 
ahoinld  be  eipreteed,  and  nnlev  yon  aee  good  ground 
fi)T  aipeoting  tbat  the  doing  eo  may  lead  to  a  more 
omSdendnl  commnnieaUon  than  yon  oan  otharwiae 
look  tta. 

In  paariog  throng  (be  State  of  Tannont,  jaa  will 
of  ocnrae  exnt  yonr  endssTon  to  piocun  all  the  in- 
formation that  uie  abort  ttay  yen  will  probably  make 
there  will  admit  oC  You  will  uae  your  own  dtecretion 
at  to  delaying  your  jooruey  with  Chit  view,  more  or 
lean,  in  propOTtion  to  your  prcapecti  of  obtaining  any 


Ue ;  and  ai  letlon  directed  to  me  might  excite  an 


alwaya  to  the  tame  penon  migfat  attract  nodce,  I 
teoommend  jrmz  lometimee  addrenlng  yonr  packet 
to  the  Chief  Joetioe  here,  or  occatianally,  Miougfa 
teldom,  to  Mr.  Kyland,  bnt  nerar  with  tbe  addition 
of  hia  official  dBtmiption. . 

I  am,  tir,  yonr  moat  obedient  bnmble  aerrant, 
J.  H.  CRAIG. 
Joan  Hmmr,  Eaq. 

Cbpy  o/lie  "  OrtdmAtC  givm  ig  Sir  Jama  Cray  (0 
Mr.  Htiuy. 
Tbe  bearer,  Hr.  John  Haoiy,  It  employed  by  me, 
and  ftiU  oonfidenea  may  be  placed  in  him  for  any 
commonicatioo  which  any  peraon  may  wiib  to  make 
to  me  in  the  buiinesi  committed  to  him.  In  faith  of 
which  I  hare  gifan  Mm  tbia  under  my  hand  and  aeal 
at  Qaeboc,  the  Oth  day  of  February,  ISO!). 

[Coplea  of  the  lettera  from  Mr.  Henry  to  Sir  Jamei 
Craig,  rdatite  to  liii  mittion  to  the  United  Statet,  in 
the  year  IB09.] 

N0.I. 
Amnow  to  At  kUtr  iffJtr.  Sterttoiy  Sflaiid, 


MomsKAi^  ./on.  B1,  180B. 
Sm :  I  haTe  to  a<Anowladge  tbe  tt-mr  at  yonr  let- 
t«r  of  tbe  aetb  Initant,  written  by  the  dedre  of  bit 
ExoelleoDy,  the  GoT«nior4i)-Cliief^  and  batten  to  ez- 
preaa^  through  yon,  to  hi*  Exoellency,  my  readinoM 
to  comply  with  hit  wither 


i.L.ooglc 


ABEIDOMENT  OS  THE 


'»■] 


I  need  not  add  how  very  flattertng  it  u  to  icctiTe 
from  Hla  Exnllcnoj  the  unrwlce  of  the  approbation 
oT  Hii  H^jeit;'!  SecTCtuf  of  State,  for  the  Teif  hnm- 
bl«  Mirice*  that  I  ma;  ban  rendered. 

If  the  natnn  of  (he  wrriee  in  which  I  am  to  be  en- 
gtgei  will  reqoire  do  other  disborwnienti  than  for 
my  indiTidtial  aipcnn*,  I  do  not  apprehend  Oiat 
then  con  exceed  m;  privftle  reionroah 

I  ihall  be  naJlj  to  take  mj  depeitun  before  mj 
inttmclionB  can  be  made  ont 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be  toot  mott  obedient  Mmnt, 
J.  H. 

B.  W.  Brum,  £■].,  SterMry,  ifd. 

No.  2. 

To  nit  ExeeOmey  lt<  Governor  Gtnsnt,  ^.,  M  aN~ 

mr  (D  kit  ittUr  of  mNtw^mih,  ix, 

UoimUL,  Ftb.  10,  1609. 
Sib  I  I  haTB  the  honor  to  tdmowtedge  the  noelpt 
of  yooT  EiceUency'i  letter  of  initnictioD*,  the  letter 
of  credenoe,  and  uie  ri[Aor  for  eanring  on  my  eor™- 
■pondeaoe.  I  have  butowed  much  pains  npon  the 
(upher,  and  am,  notiritbitaodiDg  tfala,  deficient  in 
aome  poiuti  which  might  enxble  me  to  nnderatuid  It 
ckulj.  I  have  compared  the  ezample  with  mj  own 
e^tempUficatiou  of  the  cipher,  and  find  a  difilermoe  tn 
the  renilEa ;  and  u  the  preeeat  moment  uenu  favor- 
able  to  the  interference  of  Bia  H^eMy'a  Goreniment 
In  the  meuores  punned  by  the  Fedoal  party  in  the 
Kortiieni  StalBi,  and  more  eepeoiaUy  ai  the  Avem- 
bly  of  Hauaohuhett*  i>  now  in  eeerion,  I  think  it  bet- 
ter to  ut  forward  immediately,  than  wait  tor  an; 
hither  explanation  of  the  meaoe  of  cUTyiug  on  a 
■ecret  correBpODdenoe,  which  the  frequency  of  ufe 
private  coDveyancee  to  Canada  will  tender  almost 
wholly  unneceasaiT.  Should  it,  however,  be  neces- 
Kry  at  any  time,  I  take  leave  to  waggpit  diet  the  in- 
dex elone  fiumthei  a  very  safe  and  iiiDple  node.  In 
it  there  is  a  nnmher  for  every  letter  io  Ihe  alphabet, 
and  particulu'  unmberi  Ibr  pardcniar  phrues ;  eo  that 
when  I  do  not  find  in  tbe  index  the  pajticolar  word  I 
want,  I  can  spell  it  with  the  figures  which  ilaud  op- 
poHte  to  the  letters.  For  example,  if  I  want  to  U} 
that  "  troopa  an  at  Albany,''  I  find  under  the  lettei 
T,  that  No.  16  standi  for  "  ttoope,"  and  namber  126 
i«r  "Albany;"  the  intervening  words  "  are  at"  I  sup- 
pfy  by  figores  oonespODding  with  the  letters  in  theee 

It  will  be  ii«ceM«iy  to  pnmde  ^;>iBit  accident  by 

addressing  the  letters  to  Mr. ,  of  Montresl,  with 

a  im»ll  mark  on  the  comer  of  ibn  envelope,  whioh 
he  will  ondecBtand.  When  be  reeeivet  it  lie  will  then 
address  the  eodonue  lo  yoor  Excellency,  and  send  it 
from  Montreal  by  mail.  I  will  be  caro^  not  to  ad' 
dress  your  Excellency  in  the  body  of  the  letter,  nor 
sign  my  name  to  any  of  ihem.  They  will  be  merely 
designated  by  tbe  initials  A.  B. 

If  this  mode  should,  in  any  re^wct,  ajq>ear  excep- 
tionable, your  Excellency  Mil  have  the  goodness  ti 
order  a  more  particiilar  explanstiou  of  tbe  card.  Ii 
would  reach  me  in  safety  enclosed  to ,  Boston. 

I  have  tbe  hunor  to  be,  with  profound  ie^>ect,  your 
Exoelloncy'i  most  obedient  servant,  ice.  J.  U. 

No.  8. 
BCR1.DIOTOH,  (Tt.,)  Fth.  14,  IBD9. 

Sin  :  I  have  I'emuned  hue  two  days  in  order  fnlly 
to  ascertain  ibt  progrea  of  the  arrangements  hereto- 
fore made  for  organiilng  an  efficient  t^pontion  to 
Ihe  Ueneral  Government,  u  well  as  to  beooma  ac- 


r.  [Much,  IMl 

qaalnlad  with  the  opinions  of  the  leadii^  P'of''  '■- 
iative  to  the  meisnies  of  that  party  which  liai  da 
aanndant  in  the  Nattooal  ConncUs. 

On  the  ent^ect  of  the  embargo  laws  Uiere  mm  to 
I  but  one  opinion ;  namely,  ^at  they  sre  udikr*. 
sajy,  oppresnve,  and  mcoostitDlioiial.  It  nnat  ilio 
be  observed,  that  tbe  execution  of  them  isioianfiOB 
n  attract  toward  the  officers  of  Goverumenl  Ai 
lity  of  the  people,  which  is  of  course  tranfailk 
_.  _he  GoTemmeot  itaelf ;  so  that,  in  case  the  StoM 
of  Masaachosetts  sboold  take  any  b<^  step  Uwsri 
relisting  the  ezecntlon  of  these  laws,  it  is  highly  p^ 
able  that  it  may  calculate  iqnu  the  hearty  co^p- 
ration  of  tbe  people  of  Teimoot 

I  leam  that  the  GoTVinor  of  this  Sfiits  is  Dv*  ris- 
ing the  towns  in  the  northern  seotian  of  it,  anlndH 
no  aeotfll  of  his  determinaliao,  as  Commaiidtrii- 
Chief  of  the  militia,  to  refhse  obedience  to  any  od- 
mand  fnnn  the  General  Government  whiofa  caa  lai 
to  interrupt  tbe  good  uadentaDdingthat  pnnib  be- 
tween the  citizens  of  Vermont  and  His  Hejeitj^ii^ 
jecta  in  Canada.  It  is  further  intimated  that,  incus 
of  a  war,  he  will  oie  bis  iaflaeaee  to  presem  Itii 
SUta  neutral,  and  resist,  with  all  the  fone  ha  ess 
command,  any  attempt  to  make  it  a  party.  I  aeit 
not  add  that,  if  thees  resolucioni  are  earned  iirii 
effeat,  the  State  of  Vermont  may  ba  oonsidersd  u  is 
ally  of  Great  Britain. 

To  what  extent  the  sentiments  which  fcmZ  ia 
this  quarter  exist  in  the  neigbboiing  States,  or  cmi 
in  tbe  eastern  seotjon  of  this  State,  I  am  not  sUi  la 
Oonjectnie.  I  only  say  with  oertain^,  that  tbe  bid- 
ing men  of  the  Fedwal  par^  act  id  otmeert;  ai 
tbereibiv  infer  that  a  common  aenlimant  pemdM  da 
whole  body  tbrDoghout  New  England. 

I  have  seen  a  letter  &om  a  gentleman  no*  a 
Washington  Co  his  oorrespondent  in  this  place ;  sol, 
as  its  contents  may  serve  to  throw  aome  light  oo  pul- 
ing eventa  there,  I  shall  send  either  the  oiiginil,  or 
a  copy,  with  this  despatch.  The  writer  of  the  iMlo 
ia  a  man  of  cbsracter  and  veracity ;  and,  whHte 
competent  a  not  lo  form  correct  opinions  himiill^  >■ 
proliably  within  the  reach  of  all  tlu  knowledge  tlul 
can  be  obtv»d  by  the  parQ  *"  which  he  belwiga 

It  appears  by  his  statement  that  there  is  a  ray 
(brmidable  tniyori^  in  Confrress  on  the  ride  el  ^ 
Admiuistration  ;  notwithstanding  whic^  there  is  tnr] 
reason  to  hope,  that  the  Northern  Stales,  ia  their  liii- 
tinnt  capadl^,  will  nnile,  and  resist,  by  fbrae,  s  nc 
with  Great  j^tain.  In  what  mode  this  lesiilsste 
will  first  show  itself  is  probably  n< 


le  leading  men  may  plaoe  iqioa  lam- 
rt  from  Uia  M^jeBtj^s  repressMaliws 
'    IS  1  shell  be  on  the  ^  to  tente 


reliance  tt 
ances  of  sapport  fr 
in  Canada  ;  at>d  i~ 

this  whenever  the  moment  arrives  tnat  it  con  at  a» 
with  effect,  tiiei«  ia  no  doubt  that  all  their  meams 
may  be  made  sabordinatB  to  the  intenliDaa  of  I& 
Mi^eity  a  Govenunent.  Grest  piuni  are  take*  \>J 
the  men  of  talents  and  mtelligenoe  to  confirm  tb 
fears  of  the  common  pe(^>le,  ai  M  tbe  eoncnneiKe  d 
the  Southern  Democrats  in  the  pngects  of  t'jMa ; 
and  every  thing  tends  to  eucourage  the  belief!  (Bs^ 
the  diasolution  of  the  Confbderacy  will  be  awel«i»»i 
by  the  spirit  which  now  actnatea  both  poUtical  ^ 


lai 
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(Vt.)  M.  IB,  180ft 
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Tlis  rallacf  of  men's  o^anions,  irhaii  they  act  onder 
ths  ioSaenca  of  aeniibility,  aod  an  itroi^lj  excited 
hj  thoae  bopcs  nhich  alirmf •  anirnaW  a  rinng  put/, 
led  me  to  doabt  the  coireetnaa  of  tllo  cfiuuoiit  which 
I  recsived  in  the  norllieni  Kotion  of  thii  State ;  which 
fiom  it!  coDtignitj  to  Canada  and  necuBory  intei- 
anna  with  Mootresl,  bai  a  Mrongir  interest  !□  pn>- 
mntiiig  a  good  understanding  with  Hii  Mijeity's 
OoT«iiinient.  Therefore,  aince  mj_  departure  from 
Boriingtun,  I  ban  aaogfat  everf  Ckrorable  oo(!aa!on  of 
ODnnniDg  with  the  DamoenitB  on  the  probable  re- 
mit ol  the  policy  adopted  bj  the  Geneial  Government. 
The  difference  of  i^loD  is  thus  eipreesed.  Tbe 
Federalparty  declarB  that,  En  the  eveatof  a  war,  the 
State  of  Vermont  will  treat  nepacBtelj  for  itself  with 
Gnat  Britain ;  and  support  to  the  utmost  the  atipula- 
Uoni  into  which  it  may  enter,  witboat  any  regard  to 
■he  policy  of  the  General  GoTemmeat  The  Demo- 
crats, on  the  other  band,  auert,  that  in  such  a  ease 
as  tliat  oontemjdated,  the  people  would  he  neatly 
diiided  into  equal  Dumben  j  one  of  which  would  sup- 
port the  GoTernment,  if  it  could  be  dome  without  in- 
TolTJng  ^e  people  in  a  dril  war,  but,  at  all  events, 
woidd  risk  evsij  ttungin  preference  to  a  ooalitiDn 
with  Qieat  Britain.  Tbia  difference  of  opinion  is 
not  to  be  wholly  aseribBd  to  the  prtyudices  of  party. 
The  pewile  iu  the  eastern  section  of  Vermont  are  not 
opernted  upon  by  the  same  hopes  and  fears  as  thoae 
CO  tbe  borden  of  the  Biitjsh  colony.  Thej  are  not 
dtpendent  on  HiHitraal  for  the  sale  of  tbur  produoe 
DOT  the  supply  of  foreign  commodities.  They  are  not 
ai^nihensive  of  aoy  serious  daugen  or  inoonveiiience 
from  a  state  of  war ;  and  although  tiiey  admit  that 
the  Governor,  Conncit,  and  thrs»~faaruis  of  tbe  re- 
{nseslttion  in  Congress  are  of  the  Federal  party, 
yet  they  do  no^  beheve  that  the  State  would  stand 
■lone  and  resist  the  National  Government.  They 
do  not,  bovavBT,  deny  that,  shimld  the  Stale  of  Ver- 
moat  oDDtiiine  to  be  represented  as  it  is  at  present,  it 
WDflld  in  all  piobability  auite  with  the  neighboring 
Stoles  in  any  serious  plan  of  resistance  to  a  war 
which  it  might  seem  expedient  to  adiqit.  This,  I 
Oa-ak,  i>  tbe  safer  ojdnioa  (or  you  to  rely  on ;  if,  in- 
deed, nliance  ooght  to  be  plaoe^  on  any  measnrv 
df^ending  upon  the  will  of  the  rabble,  which  Is  ever 
(wnging,  and  must  ever  be  marked  with  ignorance, 
capriee,  and  inconsistency.  Aa  the  crisis  appivaohas, 
tbe  diSoutty  of  dedding  npon  a  hoiardons  alterna- 
6n  will  increase ;  mud,  onfortnnately,  there  is  not  in 
Vitmcnt  any  man  of  commanding  talents  capable  of 
attracting  genera]  confidenoe,  of  infliaing  into  the 
pet^B  h^  own  s[drlt ;  and,  amidst  the  coofnsion  of 
contiictang  opinions,  dangers,  and  commotion,  com- 
pMent  to  lead  in  the  pa£  of  duty  or  safety.  The 
Gotannr  is  on  industrious  prudent  man,  and  has 
Duxepersoua]  infiuenoe  thanany  other;  but  his  abC- 
ftiss  are  not  suited  to  the  situation  in  which  a  civil 
**(  would  place  blm.     I  am,  &c  A.  B. 

No.G. 

(N.  H.,)  FA.  2S,  1809. 


briber  aocoont  of  my  prognss. 

I  will  not  make  ns«  (d'  Ote  post  of 
aioid  it,  because  private  oocasiona  si 
"^  of  writing  hi  dphar ;   and  I 


decency  and  principles,  which  forms  part  of  tha 
morals  of  the  subaltern  officers  of  a  democracy, 
would  incline  tbem  to  break  a  seal  with  the  same  in- 
diS^renoe  chat  Ehey  break  their  words,  when  either 
curiosi^  or  interest  is  to  be  indulged. 

ahle  me  to  form  any  opinion  formyeelf,  of  the  lengths 
to  which  the  Fedenl  party  will  cany  their  opposidon 
to  the  Katiooal  Goveicment  in  tbe  event  u  a  war ; 
which  may  be  inferred  from  the  result  of  the  election 
of  Governors  which,  within  two  months,  will  be  made 
in  the  States  of  Hassachusetts,  New  Bampihire,  and 
Rhode  Island.  From  all  I  know,  and  all  I  can  leam 
of  the  General  Government,  I  am  not  apprehensive  of 
an  immediate  war.  The  embargo  is  the  favorite 
measure;  audit  is  probable  that  other  means  will 
be  employed  to  ezdte  England  to  commit  some  act 
of  hostility,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  placing  the  re- 
qxmaibihty  of  war  on  that  coontiy.  This  I  most  pai^ 
ticnlarh'  reoommend  to  the  consideration  of  minis- 
ters. The  dread  of  opposition,  and  of  the  loss  of 
popularity,  will  certainly  keep  tbe  ruling  party  at 
Washington  inactive.  They  will  risk  any  tiling  but 
the  loss  of  power ;  and  they  are  well  awaic,  that 
their  power  would  pass  away  with  the  first  calami^ 
which  their  measures  might  bring  upon  the  common 
people,  from  whom  that  power  emanates,  unless,  in- 
deed, they  codd  find  a  sufficient  eicose  in  tbe  con- 
duct of  Groat  Britain.  This  impression  cannot  be 
too  deeply  felt  by  His  Majesty's  Ministers ;  nor  too 
widely  spread  throughout  tbe  British  nation.  It  will 
famish  a  sure  gdde  iu  eveiy  policy  that  may  bo 
adopted  toward  the  United  SUtea 
I  h«ve  tha  honor  to  b^  &c  A.  B. 

Naft 

BocroH,  Marck  6,  1809. 

Sik:  I  am  favored  with  anatber  l^iportuni^  of 
writing  to  you  by  a  private  conveyance )  and  tbmk  it 
probable,  at  this  season,  that  the  frequency  of  tbeto 
will  render  it  nnnecwaary  to  write  to  yon  in  cipher. 

It  does  not  yet  appear  oeoessaiy  that  I  shodd  dis- 
cover to  any  psnan  the  poiposa  of  my  vi^t  to  Boa- 
ton  ;  nor  is  it  probable  that  1  shall  be  compelled,  for 
the  sake  of  gaming  mora  knowledge  of  the  arrango- 
ments  t^  the  Federal  part^  in  these  States,  to  avow 
myself  as  a  n^^nlor  authorued  agent  of  the  British 
Govsnmieiit,  even  to  those  individuals  who  would 
feel  equally  bound  with  myself  to  pteterve,  with  the 
utmost  insomtability,  to  important  a  secret  fnm  the 
pnblio  eye.  I  have  sufficient  means  of  information 
to  enable  ma  to  Judge  of  the  proper  period  for  offer- 
ing theoo-operotioa  of  Great  Britain,  and  opening  a 
corre^Mmdance  between  the  Govemor  General  of 
BriUth  Amerioa,  and  tbcae  individuals  who,  fntn  tha 
part  Oiay  take  hi  the  o^osltion  to  the  National  Gov- 
ernment, or  the  IndiK'ioe  tbej  may  possess  in  any 
new  Older  of  things  ^lat  m^  grow  out  of  tbe  pres- 
ent diSsrencea,  sbonld  be  qualified  to  act  on  behalf 
of  the  Nortbem  States.  An  apptdiensian  ol  any 
snoh  rtate  of  things  as  is  pre-snpposed  by  these  i*- 
mai^  begins  to  subside,  since  it  has  appeared,  by 
the  oondnct  of  the  General  Government,  that  it  ii 
sniooily  alarmed  at  the  menodng  Mtitade  of  the 
Nnrthem  StotM.  But,  allhonxh  it  is  believed  that 
th«i«  i«  IM  probaUU^  of  an  immediate  war,  yet  n» 
doabta  are  eatertaiMd  that  Mr.  Hadlson  will  fkU 
np<m  KHse  new  azpedients  to  bring  about  hoatilitieai 
What  tb«M  may  be,  can  only  be  deduced  from  what 
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joiti^  the  preAnt  poHo^,  and  pfodoM  nich  m  itgn* 
of  iiTilation  ind  luwiiiUuent  u  will  enable  the  Gor- 
■mment  of  thia  coimtiy  to  dirow  the  whole  blkms 
■nd  racpoii^biljt;^  of  war  fimn  iti  ovd  gfaonldeTi  upon 
Ihon  of  the  Britieh  Hinisti?.  If;  Id  thii,  die  partj 
attacbed  to  France  ihonld  calculate  with  CMrrectDew, 
and  the  conmierce  of  New  B]i^laBd  ihcnild  greatlv 
anflbr,  the  rocrchanta,  being  iqjiutd  and  diseoanged, 
would  not  only  acqnieace  in  the  leitrictiTe  tjrMem,  bnt 
•Tm  mbmit  to  war.  On  the  other  hand,  alroiild  the 
email  tnffic,  permitted  br  a  non-intcKMorae  law,  be  In- 
orative  and  anictemipted,  the  people  wonld  be  clamor- 
OM  for  more,  and  loon  compel  the  GoTemment  to  rt»- 
Itore  the  friendly  lelationa  between  the  two  eoontriei. 

Wbila  I  dIeT  my  opinion  upon  tUi  lobject,  I  can- 
not but  expreu  a  ■Ciong  bc^  that,  IT  any  tenne 
■honld  be  propoagd  by  either  Govemment,  to  whicb 
the  other  migtit  thiu  pn^t  to  aGnde,  ^at  a  prin- 
dpal  motive  to  the  a^jtutmant  of  diAremei  ifaonld 
be  nndentood  to  aiiie  frtmt  the  amicable  dinoaicioD 
of  the  Eastern  ScatM,  paiticolariv  ot  the  State  of 
Mauachneetti.  Thia,  u  it  wonld  iDcreaH  the  pinn- 
larity  of  the  fHendi  of  Great  Britain,  contd  not  fail 
to  promote  her  iatereata.  If  it  ooold  not  be  done 
fbnnaUy  and  offioiaQj,  nor  in  a  correipDndeDoe  be- 
tween MiniNen,  atill,  perbi^ia,  the  adminiitration  In 
the  Parliament  of  Gnat  Britain  might  take  that 
groond,  and  the  mggeitioQ  wonld  find  ita  way  into 
Om  papera  both  in  EInsland  and  America. 

It  cannot  be  too  ^eqaently  repeated,  that  thia 
OOontiy  on  only  be  governed  and  directed  by  the 
JTiBnwina  of  OptiUon,  ai  then  is  nothins  permanent 
in  it*  poJm«al  inatitntionf;  nor  are  the  popnlace, 
tinder  any  drcwmnttncw^  to  be  relied  on,  when  meae- 
area  become  incoaTenieot  and  bnrdenaane.  I  will 
foon  write  again,  anfi  am  yoora,  Su.  A.  B. 

(In  cipher.)  No.  T. 

Bonoi^  Jfwrt  7,  1809. 

Sn :  I  hsTB  now  aaoertained,  with  as  ronah  aocn- 
raey  aa  posiible,  the  eonrae  intended  to  be  pntaaed 
by  the  port;  in  Uiaaaefanaetta  that  is  ^ipoaed  to  the 
meaanrea  ud  politica  of  the  Adminiatration  of  the 
General  Goremmant 

I  faavB  almady  given  a  dedded  ofdnfon  tiiat  a  de- 


bo  an  reaaonaUle  caloolation,  dioold  Ae  Congreaa 
poiaeaa  sf^t  and  ind^endcace  oiongh  to  plaeettcir 
popnlarity  in  jeopardy  b;  m  elMiig  a  meMnrts  the 
Lc^alatore  of  Haaeadnuetta  will  give  the  tone  to  the 
neighboring  Statea,  will  dadara  ilaelf  permanent 
tnSi  a  new  election  of  member^  Invite  a  Congien, 
to  be  composed  of  delegate*  from  the  Federal  »tete*, 
and  enot  a  aeparate  government  fbr  their  ocmmoa 
defence  and  common  intsreet  Thii  Congieaa  woold 
probably  bwin  by  abrogating  the  offennve  lawi,  and 
adtnidng  a  plan  fbr  the  maintenaoce  of  the  power  and 
■athciity  tbni  aanmied.  They  wonld,  by  Rich  in 
Mt,  be  in  a  condition  to  make 
Itom  Great  Britain 
ment  to  open  ai 


Brf  OsBa- 


'  Natiw.al  (jtoventment.    'What  pe 
between   Great  Britain  and  Aa  ■ 
pnbHc  wcnld  grow  oot  of  a  dvil  aa  .    . .    _. 

might  be  expected,  no  peison  li  piepaied  to  deaeribe ; 
bat  it  seems  tfaat  a  strict  aHiince  most  nnh  rfa- 
oeatiw.  At  pnsent  the  oppontiaa  par^  eoiAg  liar 
Calcnutiooe  nnrdj  to  reftstancc ;  and  I  can  s>bb 
yon  that,  at  thia  mranect',  tbey  da  not  frttlj  t^a- 
tain  the  project  of  withdrawing  the  Easten  SMa 
from  the  Union,  finding  it  a  veiy  unpofnlir  Bpe; 
althongh  a  course  of  events,  mch  aa  I  Iwve  ahaJj 
meoticmd,  wonld  inevitibly  prodoDe  an  idcmila 
alienatiaD  of  tiM  New  Ei^knd  &om  ti»  Sastbes 
States. 

The  truth  is,  the  common  people  have  ao  keg  »■ 
gaided  the  Couititiitioa  ot  the  United  Stalia  liA 
complacency,  that  tbey  are  now  only  disposed  m  Hi 
qnarter  to  treat  it  Gke  atniant  mistre^  wlam  itf 
wonld,  for  a  time,  pnt  away  on  a  sepanta  msiilas- 
ance,  bnt,  without  further  and  greater  ^ovoolit^ 
ironld  not  absolntely  icpodiate. 

It  win  Booa  be  known  in  what  Anatiai  pdfa 
affiiire  are  to  remain  until  the  meeting  of  tbe  Kn 
Congress  In  Hay,  at  wMch  time,  also,  Ada  Lsgiibm 
wQl  again  aaaemble.  The  two  mcn^  tiat  inM- 
vene  will  be  a  period  of  much  anxielj. 

In  all  I  have  written  I  have  been  carabl  wt  la 
make  any  impreatdon  analogoos  to  the  rnthmii"'' 
conSdence  entertuoed  by  the  oppoaitian,  nor  Si  dit 
hopes  and  expactatioiis  tint  »Tiimate  tlia  finenli  J 
an  alliance  between  die  Northern  Stata  and  GriI 

I  have  abatraeted  myself  fiom  all  the  tfWftHiii 
theae  are  calculated  to  Inqare ;  became,  notwiA- 
standing  that  I  fhel  the  ntmoet  confidenca  in  tlu  is- 
teKtity  of  intanticm  of  tlie  loading  charactan  is  Hi 
political  drama,  I  cannot  forget  that  thay  doiis 
their  poirer  from  a  giddy,  inconstant  mnltitade ;  via, 
nolesB  In  the  instance  imder  cocaideratioa  thay  txa 
'in  exception  to  all  general  mles  and  espericnce,  lit 
act  isconuatent(y  and  absordly.     I  va  yoon,  Jr. 

NolS. 

BaRrait,ir<pd9,IKIlL 

Sim:  In  my  letter  No,  6, 1  took  the  libert* lo o- 
piea  my  opinion  of  tiia  probable  efftet  of  t»  aea- 
{[itBnxnne  law,  intended  to  be  enaeted ;  and  <f  d« 
mode  by  which  Great  Britain  may  defeat  the  nd 
intention  of  the  Amariean  Governmeot  in  pcariig  it 
Bat  M  tlHS  sort  of  impnnl^  reconuDended  mi^  is 
its  apdioation  to  evei;  ^eciea  of  soDuaaRa  dit 
wonld  be  carried  on,  be  deemed  by  Great  Bcitn  • 
greater  evil  than  war  itaeUI  a  middle  oonisa  m^ 
easily  ba  adt^ed,  whidi  wonld  deprvs  Fiaaoa  d 
the  benefits   reeuld       "'  ~^ 

America,  without,  Ii 
maritimB  States.  _ 

The  hi^  piioe  of  bO  American  pndnce  in  FnM» 
fnmEihes  a  temptation  whioh  nNccantiift  avaries  *^ 
be  noable  to  resist.  The  consequence  Is  obncua 
But  if^  instead  cf  candemning  the  i  easels  and  cii^ 
which  may  be  arrested  in  pniraing  thia  [lakilatad 
oommeite,  they  abonld  be  oompdled  to  go  iats  a 
Britidi  port,  and  tbate  permitted  to  aeU  them,  I  lU» 
the  MBtOa  of  England  in  these  StatM  wM  >* 
utter  ■  cemplainl  Indeed,  I  have  no  dsaM  ^j 
in  tke  proseoDtion  i^  a  lawful  v^yag^  ^  ftw 


any  great  degree^  iiritatiigtte 


i.L.ooglc 


DEBATES  OF  G0NQBE8S. 


I,  isia.] 


[H. . 


Ilw  Eoropun  mM-kets,  think  tlienuelrM  very  foKn- 
Bate,  u  it  would  mr»  tfaem  tba  tmbla  and  szmiim 
tt  lam^iftg  than  in  a  nratral  port,  and  from  ttienoB 
icahif^king  tlMm  to  EngUmi,  noir  the  bat  mAat  in 
Eoropa  for  the  pmdnoe  of  thb  conntij.  Tho  Got- 
wnment  of  the  Uoitad  Statu  iroald  probably  com- 
plaio,  and  Bonapaita  bMwnie  peramptoi? ;  bnt  vrm 
that  would  onl;  t«nd  to  rtodcr  the  oppoiitlon  In  tli« 
NmdiBni  States  ntan  nadiita,  and  aoeelerate  the 
£aK>>iiti<Hi  of  Ae  oonftderacr.  The  gencmd^  and 
jnatioa  of  Great  Britain  woidd  be  extoUed ;  and  As 
eommeroal  Statei  eznlt  m  the  mcoeu  of  tDdivIdnala 
orer  a  QoTeimnent  IiumiDal  to  oranmeraa,  and  to 
-whose  mcaanrea  thef  can  no  longer  Kibmit  with  pa- 
tient acqnieacence.  The  elBCtiooi  are  began ;  and  I 
prenune  no  Tigilance  or  indnitn  will  be  nmltted  to 
banta  the  mooeM  (f  the  Fedaral  party.  I  am,  Ac 
A.B. 
P.  S.  IntalUgence  hal  r«aohed  Boston  Oat  a  non- 
interoomw  law  has  actoallj  passed,  and  tiiat  UarlJn- 
iqne  )■■«  nureudersd  to  Britiih  forccft 

No,  9. 
Bo«n>i^  Jforct  IS,  1809. 
Sib:  Ton  wHI  pendTe,  fiom  the  aoaotntt*  that 
will  raaeh  TOD  in  the  pnblie  papeia,  bofli  from  Wash- 
ingtoD  and  Hasaachnsetta,  that  the  Federalists  of  the 
Seribtat  State*  ban  snoMeded  in  tnaldag  the  C«a- 
gnM  bdieve  Ourt,  widi  such  an  opfOtMM  as  Ibej 
would  make  to  the  Qeoeral  Qoreinnienl^  a  war  most 
be  oaaBaei  to  their  own  tenitoiy,  and  mi|^  be  even 
too  moch  fbr  that  Government  to  sustain.  Tha  ooo- 
•sqnonee  is,  .that,  lAer  all  the  p&nde  and  menaoes 
with  which  thesessioa  oommenwdiithasbeensnfisr- 
ed  to  end  without  carrTing  into  ellbot  any  of  the 
plana  of  the  Administratioa,  except  the  interdioticm 
of  oommeicial  intercoona  with  Eo^aud  and  Fiance, 
an  event  that  was  vitioipatad  in  my  tanner  lettsn. 

Under  what  new  dicomstancM  tlis  Ccsigiess  wiH 
meet  in  Hay,  will  depend  on  the  State  election*  and 
die  cfaangos  that  may  In  the  mean  time  take  place 
Id  Enrape.  With  r^ard  to  Great  Britun,  die  can 
■BaTG«1y  mistake  her  tme  policy  in  niUtiou  to  Ameri- 
ca. If  peace  be  the  flnt  olyeet,  every  act  which  oan 
Initate  the  maritime  Stale*  ought  to  he  avoided,  be- 


ingany  hcaiile measoiesi  Ifa  war  between  Amatua 
B^  France  be  the  grand  deiideranun,  lomaUiIng 
more  moM  be  done ;  an  indnlgent  aikd  oonelliatary 
pcjicy  most  be  adc^ted,  which  will  leave  tlm  Demo- 


aUy  cempel  this  Government  to  decide  wilieh  w  the 
two  great  belllgeiants  is  to  be  Its  enemy.  To  brins 
abont  a  sepaiatiiKi  of  the  States,  under  distinBt  ai^ 
ii^ependent  government,  is  an  afhlr  i^  more  nn- 
eertaiuty,  au^  bowever  desirable,  caonot  be  e&beted 
but  by  a  series  of  acts  and  a  long-oontinned  poUoy 
tending  to  inliata  the  Soothem  and  ooociliate  the 
Kortham  pecf^  The  fcumer  an  agriotdtDraL  the 
■•-•■ ■-' — — ■-     "^ "-  of  aheriuliig 


;  is  an  object  only  to  be  attaloed  by  slow  and 
drcnm^ect  ptogresson,  and  rsqnires,  for  iti  cotumm' 
matioD,  more  attsntioQ  to  the  affair*  which  agitate 
and  excite  parlie*  In  thi*  coimtry  than  Great  Britain 
haa  yet  beMowed  upon  it 

Ai  nnpopnlar  war,  th'  ' 
hatred  and  prejniUce  o:  ... 

oonsant  of  the  other  party,  can  alone  prodnoa  a  snd- 
den  •mention  c^  any  section  of  fliis  country  from 
-■^e  common  head. 

At  aB  evonti^  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  Ae  pi»-  ' 
mtion  of  peace  that  Great  Britain  should  make 
any  great  ocKicesnon  at  the  present  moment,  more 
eq)eciilly,  as  tha  more  important  changes  that  ooenT 
in  Europe  ni^t  render  it  inconvenient  fbr  her  to  sd> 
here  to  any  stipulatiui*  in  favor  of  neutral  maritime 


klpe^ile.  Themode  cfoh 
and  depreisii^  either  is  too  obvfons  to  nqnire  iUns- 
bation.  Thi^  I  am  awan,  la  an  obpeot  of  matii  In- 
temA  in  Great  Britain,  as  it  woold  foierar 
the  faiteg^^  of  Uis  U^jss^s  possewioos  c 
oontinan^  aod  make  iLe  two  Gttvenunenla,  or  what- 
•ref  nnmber  the  present  ooofederBcj  i 
Inte^  as  nssfnl  and  as  much  subject  '-  ~* 
If  Great  Biitun  as  bar  Cskulet  o 


Although  the  non-intnconiM  law  affords  bnt  a 
vei7  partial  relief  to  tha  people  cf  this  country  frooi 
the  enls  of  that  entire  sn^nsion  of  commerce  Id 
which  they  have  reluctantly  submitted  for  some  time 
past,  I  lament  the  repeat  at  the  emba^o,  becanso  it 
was  calcnlatad  lo  aocslerata  tha  progress  of  these 
States  towards  a  rer^rion  that  ironld  have  put  an 

*  Dthe  only  Bepoblio  diat  remi^  to  prove  that 
retnmentCmnded  on  political  equally  can  exist 

jeason  i^  trial  and  difficnlty,  or  is  caknilated  to 

iusnra  ^ther  secnii^  or  h^pioess  to  a  peopltt 
'  am,  &Ck  A.  B. 

No.  10. 

BoRon,  Ifanh  39, 1S09. 

Bni :  since  nj  letter  of  tha  13th,  nothing  has  oo- 
cuned  wMch  I  Uiought  worthy  of  a  commamcation. 

The  hut  weeks  of  this  month,  and  the  first  of 
April,  will  be  ooon[Had  In  the  eleotion  of  Governors 
and  otlwr  axeontive  offioars  in  the  New  Fngland 
Slatea. 

The  Federal  candidate  In  New  Hampshire  is  al- 
ready elected  by  ■  majt^^  of  about  one  thoitsBiid 
votes.  Bis  competitor  was  a  man  ot  Urge  fortune, 
eztensiTa  oonneotion*,  and  luoflbusive  manners  "niesa 
acoonnt  for  tha  imallnes*  of  the  m^otity. 

^  Connecticut  no  change  i*  necessa^,  and  none 
is  to  be  ^)piebended. 

In  Bhode  Island  it  la  of  no  consequence  of  what 
par^  the  Oovemor  Is  a  member,  as  he  hai  neithtt 
civil  nor  militaiy  power,  being  merely  Preddent  of 
the  CoundL 

In  Hassaohnsetts  It  is  certain  that  tha  FedaraL  can* 
didate  will  succeed. 

A  law  weak!  will  be  snffident  in  order  to  deter- 
mine the  relative  strength  of  perties,  aod  conrinco 
Mr.  Madison  that  a  war  with  Great  Britain  i*  not  a 
measnre  npon  which  he  dare  venture,  Knee  tha 
plan  of  BO  organiaed  <ffKMitioD  to  the  pngeoti  of  Hr. 
Jefferson  was  put  Into  operation,  the  whole  of  tlie 
New  En^aod  States  have  transfeiTed  their  political 
power  to  hi*  poUtioal  enemies ;  and  the  reason  that 
he  has  still  eo  many  adhereott  it,  that  (hose  who 
conridei  the  only  bne  poliqy  of  Ameiioa  to  eoodst  iit 
the  enUTBOaa  of  psaee,  have  still  great  sonfidmM* 
that  DOtUi^  can  force  him  (or  Uj  aooeessor,  who 
acts  np  to  hi*  cystem,  or  rather  Is  governed  by  it) 
to  cctiaent  to  war.    They  consider  all  tha  monaeef 


heap  tmmi.  From  every  sort  of  evi- 
ls I  ammyself  of  tile  Nme  opinion,  and 
Mdad  Aat  tluf  bn»,  wUah  bw  b«a 


;,iz...,L-OOglC 


ABBIDGMEHT  OP  THE 


H.  o 


"■1 


Mc&ig  *t  VutuDgtoD,  will  tcmuuate  in  »  fall  pnxif 
of  imbedlitj  mi  qniitleu  temper  of  the  actor*.  A 
mi'  mttempldd  withont  tlie  coaeninnos  of  both  pti- 
tira,  uid  the  ganenl  conwot  of  the  Northern  Sut«i, 
wbicb  ooiutitute  the  bone  and  miucls  of  the  tmuArj, 
miut  commeDoe  vidumt  hope,  end  eod  in  diagnoa. 
It  ahoold,  tberefbre,  b*  tba  pecoliw  c«re  oT  Gnat 
Britain  to  forter  diviuooi  between  the  Morth  and 
Sciatb,  and,  by  tacceedii^  in  this,  aha  maj  ourjr 
into  effect  her  own  project!  !n  Eorope,  with  a  total 
diBBgardoftha  reeanUnenta  cf  tbe  Deowciata  of  diii 
DDontrj.    I  am,  Ac  A.  B. 

No.  II. 

BonoH,  Apnl  IS,  1809. 

Sib:  I  eend  ta  Hr.  B a  pamphlet  entitled 

"  Si^preesed  DoonmeDtai"  The  Dota  and  Domments 
were  writttD  b;  the  gentleman  who  hai  written  the 
aualjtif  which  I  teat  bj  a  fonner  conTejance.  Theae 
worka  have  gceatlj  cootribated  to  excite  the  feus  of 
the  men  of  Ulenta  and  property,  who  now  prefer  the 
chance  of  maintiiiuiig  their  partj  by  open  resiatance 
and  a  final  eeparation,  to  an  alliance  with  France 
and  a  war  with  England ;  ao  thu,  riionld  the  Qor- 
ernment  nneipectadTy,  and  contnuy  to  all  reaionable 
calcnlation,  attempt  to  involve  the  conntry  in  a  meae- 
nre  of  that  nature,  I  am  conrinced  (now  that  the 
electiooa  have  all  termmated  farorably)  that  none  of 
tte  New  England  State*  would  be  a  party  in  It 
But,  aa  I  have  repeatedly  written,  the  Qenenl  Goi^ 
emment  dosa  not  aerioiuly  entertun  any  nich  deiire 
or  inl^tian.  Had  the  ma^orin  in  the  New  England 
Statea  continned  to  i^tprore  of  the  pnblio  meaaorea, 
it  ia  exmmely  probable  that  Great  Britain  would 
now  hare  to  chcxiie  between  war  and  conceanoD. 
But  the  aapect  of  tbinga  in  thii  mpect  La  changed, 
and  a  war  would  prodnoa  an  incnrable  alienatii 


navy  would  prescribo  and  enfoine  the  terma  npon 
which  the  commercial  States  ahonld  carry,  and  the 
■gricnltural  Statea  export,  their  nuplui  produce. 
All  thia  ia  aa  well  known  to  the  Demociata  ai  to  the 
other  par^ ;  ttierefore,  they  will  avoid  a  war,  at 
least  until  the  whole  nation  ia  nnanimon)  for  it. 
StiU,  wltan  wa  conaidec  of  what  matoriala  the  Gov- 
amment  ii  formed,  it  ia  impoeiible  to  ^eak  with  any 
c«rtain^  of  thur  meaanna.    The  paat  "—■—-■— 

ti<n,  in  every  tranaacthm, 

a  miidd]  ' '~'      '"  ' 


dty. 


in  every  tranaacthm,  preaentito  tiM  mind  only 
d^ooiiunixtnr«  of  folly,  we^aeet,  and  dnpli- 
The  ipeU  bj  which  the  oationa  of  Eonnie  have 
been  rendered  inert  and  inefficient,  when  they  at- 
tempted to  ahake  it  off,  baa  atietched  ita  ahadowa 
acroa  the  Atlantic,  and  made  a  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  thaae  Statea  alike  blind  to  du^  and  to  u^ 
true  inteiMta    I  am,  dtc  A.  B. 

No.  1!. 

Bosn»r,  April  26,  1809. 
Sib:  Sinoe  my  l«tter  Na  11, 1  hav«  had  bnt  little 


I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  aaoert^  wllb  snffl- 


'utr^uu.  [MucE,  leU. 

before  tbii  can  reach  yon.  It  hai  given  mueh  mtit- 
fketiou  to  the  Federal  party  here,  becaiue  it  promiKa 
an  exemption  tmia  the  sri!  moat  feared,  (a  war  widi 
England,)  and  jnitifiet  their  partiality  towardi  Great 
Britain,  which  they  maintain  <raa  flmnded  apen  a 
Am  oonvietion  of  her  jnitice,  and  lincere  di^oaitioa 
to  n«aw«  peaea.  Even  the  Democrate  alKwt  to  be 
aatu&edwithit  ;becaDie,  aa  they  inaist,  it  prove*  tfca 
efficacy  of  the  restrictive  ayatem  of  Hr.  Jeffiaaoa. 

Bnt  the  great  benoGt  that  wHI  ^nbably  reaolt 
from  it  w31  be,  that  Bonaparte  may  be  imlwrd  la 
force  thia  oonntry  &om  her  nenbal  poeiticB.  "Baffled 
in  his  attempt*  to  eiclnde  from  Ibe  continnil  tin 
mannfactuiee  of  Great  Britain,  he  win  nuMC  lik^ 
conGvate  all  American  property  Id  hia  dominioaa 
and  dependeuciei,  and  declare  war.  Nothing  eoaU 
more  than  thia  contribnte  to  gire  iuflnenCB  and  la- 
bility to  the  Britiih  party.  The  iavidiocu  oecot- 
rencei  of  the  rebellion  would  be  forgotten  in  the  ra- 
aentment  of  the  people  agaimt  Fnuoe,  aod  th^ 
would  aooQ  be  weaned  from  that  attachment  to  bar 
which  ia  fbanded  on  the  aid  that  was  icndand  to 
■eparate  &om  the  mother  coOntiy.  While  Gnat 
Britain  waita  for  thia  natural,  I  might  aay  iiiii  i  awij, 
reanlt  rt  the  n^otiatiaD,  wcoild  it  not  be  axtremeiy 
inexpedient  to  oooclade  a  treaty  with  the  AmetioB 
umaut  t  Eveiy  aort  of  eridencv  and  «9*- 
pnm  that  tiie  Demociata  ooo^der  t^eir  pofid- 
cai  aacendencT  in  a  great  oeaaara  dq)eDdeiit  oai  &a 
hostOe  ^irit  mat  fl>ey  can  keep  alive  towards  Gnat 
Britain,  and  raoent  eventa  demouitrate  that  Aeir 
ooDdoEt  will  he  psedieated  tipon  that  eonrietM;  it 
is,  therefore,  uotto  be  expected  that  they  will  mee^ 
with  ooneaponding  feelings,  a  nocete  dispoeitiiB  ai 
the  part  of  En^and  to  adjnat  all  mattan  in  diapntc 
They  era  at  hwrt  mtetiSed  and  dia^>p(MntBd  to  &d 
that  Great  Britain  has  been  in  advaiice  of  the  Tnaek 
Govanunent,  in  taking  advantage  of  the  proviaiogal 
cUn*ei  of  the  Don-interconrm  law  J  and  if  they  show 
any  Sforit  at  the  nsxt  seaalon  of  Congreee  towardi 
Fraoce,  it  will  be  only  becaiiae  they  wiU  Gnd  Bona- 
parte deaf  to  entreaty  and  inaensible  of  paac  bnm ; 
or  that  they  may  think  it  aafer  to  float  with  the  tide 
of  pnUio  fMiUBg,  which  will  aet  tcnngly  agaimt  tu 
nnuas  he  kaappori  pattm  with  England  in  a  eondlia- 
l«iypolioy.    I  am,  Ao.  A.  B. 

No.  IB. 

BcnoiT,  Mag  5,  1809. 

Sis  :  Although  tha  recent  changea  that  have  De- 
clined quiet  ul  ^prebeuuon  of  war,  and,  conae- 
qnently,  Issaan  aQ  hope  of  a  separadon  of  the  States 
I  thick  it  neceaaaiy  to  tranamit  by  the  mail  of  eadi 
week  a  aketeh  of  piaung  events. 

On  local  politica  I  have  nothing  to  add ;  aod  aa  Aa 
parade  that  ia  made  In  tha  Na&jnal  latetllgencar  •£ 
the  rincere  disposition  of  Mr.  Uadiaoa  to  preaarre  ami- 
cable relationa  with  Great  Britain  ia,  in  my  oplnioo, 
calcnleted  to  awaken  vi^liuice  and  distrait,  rather 
than  inapire  oonfidence,  I  uiall  (having  nothinc  man 
important  to  write  about]  take  leave  to  examine  hi* 


t  hia  conditiODal  removal  if 


In  all  these  Statea,  however,  Govemoii  have  been  '  act  of  Congress  ;  bnt  the  obsenatioos  made  oi 
•leeted  ont  of  Uie  Federal  party,  and  even  the  Sooth-  I  friendly  dispcotion  towards  Gr«at  Britain  ia  a  malts 
en  paper*  indicate  an  nneipected  angmeutation  of :  of  no  little  astonishment.  The  whole  Bnor  <<'  hia 
Federal  memben  in  tha  next  Congress.  politica]  life  directly  and  nneqtuvocaliy  contradicto 

The  correifiondenee  between  Mr.  Erddne  and  tha  |  them.    Hie  ^eoeh  on  the  British  Trea?  ■>>  I'M ; 
Seontaiy  of  Stat«  at  Waahingtan  yon  vrill  have  ae«n  {  hia  attam^  to  pass  a  law  (br  the  eoafiacalioa  of 
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[,  181S.] 


"  BritUi  ^bu*  and  Biitiih  property ;  hii  oamnuv- 
cia]  raolotioiuj  pmmdad  apparcntl/  oo  an  !d«a  tt 
pmHng  AmaricB  nagfol  u  a  ooliHif  lo  Fnacs ;  hli 
oauduct  vbile  Secntai?  of  State  j  all  fbcm  u  u- 
■emblage  of  probabilidei  tsndiug  to  conviDce  ma,  at 
knit,  that  he  does  nut  Hiioiul;  daiiro  a  Inaty  in 
irtiioh  tha  rigbta  and  pRtan^uni  of  Great  BiitaiD 
uroold  be  faiilr  Tecogniied.  It  iMmj  impoatiUe 
that  be  abonld  at  once  diveat  bimsetf  of  tul  habitoal 
wiiniouty,  and  that  pride  of  o[dnion  whioh  hi*  prea- 
ent  ritnaticKi  (nsblei  him  to  iudolga ;  bnl^  sbore  aJl, 
that  he  gbnld  depriTS  hig  fiiuide  and  tayfocttn  of 
ibt  benefit  of  thoee  prqjncUcei  *hlch  ban  been  eai«- 
follf  fbMerod  in  the  minds  of  the  oommon  ^ple  to- 
wcidi  England,  and  vhich  haTe  eo  malanally  coo- 
tribnt«d  to  invigoiate  and  augment  the  DemocratiD 
par^.  WbaUTW  b!a  nal  m^vei  maj  be,  it  i),  in 
thia  etage  of  the  affair,  harmleia  eocmgh  to  inqnire 
into  flu  caun  of  the  ippaient  Ebange.  He'pnbabtj 
acta  under  a  conrlclion  that,  in  the  pteeeat  temper 
of  the  Eaitem  Statei,  a  wai  could  not  fail  to  pro- 
dnee  a  diaeohition  «  the  UnioD ;  or  be  may  have 
pmfitad  bj  the  miMakee  of  hii  piedeceasor,  and  i»  in- 
clined to  niia  the  preaent  opportanit;  to  proye  to  the 
world  that  he  i(  detennined  to  be  the  Preiident  of  a 
uadon,  rather  than  the  head  of  a  faction ;  or  he  baa 
imhablj  gone  thua  Ikr  to  remove  the  impraadon  on 
tbe  minds  of  many  that  be  wai  nndar  the  inSnance 
oif  France,  in  order  that  he  may,  with  a  bettor  grace, 
and  OB  more  tenable  ground*,  qnarrel  with  Great 
Britain  in  the  progreee  of  cegotlating  a  treaty. 
WhatBTer  bis  mMirea  may  be,  I  am  Tery  oertain  Ms 
party  will  not  rapport  him  in  aay  manly  and  geaer- 
oos  policy.  Weak  men  are  •ore  to  tempoiiia  when 
peat  events  call  apon  them  for  decision,  and  are 
Snraib  and  inert  at  the  moment  when  the. wont  of 
evD*  la  in  actioo.  This  ii  the  chaiactor  of  the  Dem- 
oerata  in  the  Kortbem  Sute*.  Of  those  of  the  South 
I  knvw  bnt  littla,     I  am,  Ao.  jL  B. 

Ko.  14. 

BoaroK,  Mi^  S5,  1809. 

SlE :  Hy  last  wai  under  dato  of  the  6th  ioatant. 
The  OBCimcted  change  that  has  taken  place  in  the 
fteling*  of  polidcol  men  in  thii  country,  in  oonse- 
qnenca  of  Mr.  MadiKm'i  prompt  aoceptance  of  the 
mendlj  propotali  c^  Great  Britain,  has  caused  a 
tempocaij  ni^nrian  irf  the  conflict  of  partiet ;  and 
they  both  regard  him  with  equal  wonder  and  distrust. 
They  all  ascribe  his  conduct  to  Tarious  mo^vei,  bnt 
noDe  believe  bim  to  be  in  earnest. 

lie  Sute  oi  New  Toik  has  retamed  to  the  Av 
aembly  a  majority  of  Federal  msmbars.  All  this 
prarea  that  an  antl-commerda]  faction  cannot  rule 
the  Nratbem  Statea.  Two  months  aeo  die  State  of 
New  York  was  not  ranked  among  the  Stales  that 
wonld  adi^  the  poliqy  of  that  of  Mb  iwehn  setts  j 
and  any  favorable  duuigB  was  extremely  problem' 
atical. 

I  b^  leave  to  aiggeel  that,  ia  the  present  sUM  of 
things  in  thii  country,  my  presence  can  contribou 
veiv  little  to  the  iateiests  of  Great  Britain.  If  Ml. 
Eiuine  ba  sanctioned  in  all  he  has  conceded,  by  Hia 
Uqes^a  ministers,  it  is  nnneoessary  for  me,  aa  in- 
deed it  would  be  onavailinx,  to  make  any  attempt 
to  cany  into  effect  the  original  purposes  *iS  taj^  mis- 
am.  while  I  think  it  to  be  mj  du^  to  give  thia 
intimatkm  to  yoB,  I  beg  it  may  be  nnderatood  that 
I  ooDtider  myself  entirely  at  the  djjpatal  of  Bis  Ha- 
iesty's  GoTcmmenL     I  am,  &c.  A.  B. 
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Sni :  I  hare  the  honcr  M  iafbrm  your  ExcelleDay 
that  I  iMtived,  through  Mr.  Secretuy  Ryland,  ;onr 
EioelkiKT'B  commands  to  letom  to  Canada  t  and 
after  the  delay  inddent  to  this  season  of  the  year,  in 
a  jonmay  IVom  Boston,  arrived  here  yeetorday. 

Yoor  Exoellenoy  will  have  eeea,  by  the  p^wrs  of 
the  lateat  dates  from  the  Dnited  Sutee,  that  a  fonnida- 
Ue  oppodtioB  Is  aliea^  orgaalxod  in  Cangreai  to  the 
late  measares  of  Hr.  Madison ;  and  It  la  very  erident 
that  If  he  b«  rinoem  in  his  profesdms  of  attachment 
to  Oieat  Britain,  his  party  will  abandon  him.  Sii^- 
ona  members  have  already  voted  against  a  resolntioa 
to  approve  of  vbat  he  has  done ;  and  I  have  no  donbt 
the  rest  of  the  Democratic  party  will  follow  the  ei- 
ampla  aa  aooa  aa  they  raoover  irom  tbe  aMndab- 
ment  into  wUch  bis  apparent  defection  has  thrown 
dtem. 

IIm  pnaent  hope*  of  the  Federalists  are  finnded 
on  the  probabili^  of  a  war  with  France ;  bnl^  at  all 
eventa,  this  party  is  strong  and  well  organised  enough 
to  prevent  a  war  with  England. 

It  would  be  now  enpet€uon*  to  tronble  your  Excel- 
lenoy  with  an  account  of  tbe  nature  and  extent  of  tbe 
anangement*  made  \tj  tbe  Federal  par^  to  leaist  any 
attam]A  of  the  Government  unfavorable  to  Great 
Britain.  They  were  such  aa  do  gnat  credit  to  U>eii 
abiUty  and  prbudplea ;  and,  while  a  jadiciou*  policy 
is  obeerrad  by  Qreat  Britain,  secure  her  iMerests  in 
America  bom  decay.  My  ftar  of  inducing  a  iUse 
sacnri^  oo  Ae  part  of  His  Ml^eaty's  Government  in 
their  ettdenoy  and  aventnal  inocesa,  may  have  in~ 
olinad  dm  to  refrain  tmn  doing  them  that  justice  in 
my  former  letters  whidi  I  willingly  take  the  present 

I  tnut  your  Excellency  will  ascribe  the  atyla  and 
manner  of  n^  communicatuma,  end  tha  ReqaeDt- 
ambigoitiea  intiodaced  In  them,  as  ariaag  from  die 
seorecT  necessaiy  to  be  observed,  and  my  omacious- 
neet  Mat  jrau  niidentand  my  meaning,  en  the  moat 
delicate  points,  without  risking  a  particular  explana- 
tion. 

widies  bss  permitted  me  to  prove  how  mnoh  I  ratne 
the  confidence  of  yoni  ExceUeuoy,  and  the  approba- 
tion aliaady  eiprened  by  His  M^estr's  Minister.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  &e.  J.  H. 

I  oertiiy  that  the  foregoing  letters  are  die  same  re- 
ferred to  in  the  letter  of  U.  W.  Hyland,  Esq.,  dated 
Hay  1,  1S09,  relating  to  tbe  mission  In  whidi  I  iraa 
employed  by  Sir  James  Craig,  by  his  letter  of  instnic- 
tions,  bearing  date  Fsbraary  6,  1809. 

JOHN  HENRY. 

Mr.  S/fynd  to  3lr.  Btmy. 

Qimsic^  jr<9  1,  IBM. 
Ht  Dsan  Sbi  The  news  we  have  laoelTed  Ail 
day  fhim  the  States  will,  I  imag^na,  eoon  bring  yon 
badi  to  ns;  and  if  you  arrive  at  Montreal  hj  the 
middle  of  June,  I  sbail  probably  have  the  ^easnre  of 
meeting  you  there,  as  I  am  going  i^i  with  Sii  Janei 
and  a  large  loito.  The  lut  letters  reeeived  froni 
yon  are  to  the  13th  ApriL  The  whole  are  now 
transcribing,  for  the  purpose  of  bnng  sent  home, 
whera  th^  cannot  fail  of  dcung  yon  great  credit,  and 
I  most  certainly  hope  th^  may  eventoally  con- 
tribute to  your  permaiunt  advantage.  It  ia  not 
nocessaiy  to  repeat  the  aaanranc*  that  no  effort  with- 


i.L.ooglc 
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In  the  eompii  of  aj  power  iluUl  be  wanting  to  this 
tad. 

1  tm  crmUj  ont  of  spiHtt  iX  die  idea  of  old  Eng- 
land buckling  to  mch  a  dsbued  and  aeeaani  Gor- 
•nimept  u  that  of  the  United  States. 

I  am  greatly  obliged  to  yon  fbr  tba  beable  70a 
haTB  taken  in  pnicnring  die  books,  Aongh,  if  Spun 
faili,  I  •hall  warcelj'  bare  faeaft  to  took  into  tttem. 
I  caa  add  do  mwe,  bnt  that  I  am,  moat  heaitilj 
and  ■Seelianalaly,  70111^  H.  V.  R. 


Jfr.  Sfbmd  to  Xr.  Bimy. 

Mat  4,  1809. 
Ut  Dzab  Sib  :  Yoa  mnit  oonnder  tba  iliOTt  letter 
I  wrote  to  jun  bj  tlw  last  poM  aa  altogether  nuoffi- 
eial ;  bot  I  am  now  to  intimate  to  joo,  in  a  man 
ibnoal  maoMT,  oar  hope  of  joor  ipeedj  nitnm,  aa 
tin  otgeot  of  you  jounej  aeen^  toi  the  pcvaent  at 
heat,  to  be  at  an  end. 

We  hare  London  news,  bj  the  waj  of  the  rinr,  tip 
toUw  Sch  of  Match,  whioh  tallin  to  adaj  wilhwkst 
w«  ban  nodnd  by  the  way  of  the  Stataa. 

Heutily  wulung  yon  a  saTo  aod  q>eedy  jonmay 
back  to  na,  1  am,  my  deai  air,  moM  mnoarely,  yonn, 
B.  W.  B. 


anion  yon  bring  good  newi  from  Spain. 
Jobs  Hehbt,  Eaq. 


Mr.  Emrg  la  Mr.  Fid, 

Jon  IS,  18IL 
Sn :  I  take  the  liber^  to  encloae  to  yon  a  me- 
morial iililiiimnil  to  tha  Earl  ef  IJTeipo<d,  and  beg 
yon  will  hara  tba  goodneai  either  to  examine  the 
docomenti  in  yonr  office,  or  than  in  my  twn  poa- 
Miaion,  tonching  the  extent  and  ^^fttimmrj  of  mj 

Hr.  Ityland,  the  Secretaiy  of  Sir  J.  Cnig^  i*  now  in 
Loodon,  and,  from  hii  oSdat  knowledge 
•atiMia  and  fiust*  aUnded  to  in  the  memo 
any  inlonnatian  teqnind  on  that  nilyect.    I  hare  tiie 
himor  to  be,  &o.  J,  H. 

Mtmorial  q/Mr.  Btmrg  to  Lord  Livvfoti. 

rt  reapectAilly  mbmiti  the  fol- 
^  oemorial  to  the  Eaii  of  Lirer- 

Long  before  and  dniing  the  adminiitratioD  t^yonr 
Iiardihip*!  predecenor,  the  ondetdgned  beM^ired 
tqoch  penonal  attention  to  the  itate  rf  partiei,  and 
>  tile  political  meaMirai  In  the  United  Stales  of 


laailinff  mnn  ei^aged  in  that  t^ipostiaa  and  tbtOofc 

ml^t  enggest ;  and,  finally,  to  Tendor  tike  pkia  1^ 
In  contemplatim  sabsarrieDt  to  tin  i4ewi  <£  Hia  lb. 

The  nndemgned  nndertotik  die  nrlrri'Ti,  vliA 
lasted  from  the  month  of  jBDoary  to  the  moA  if 
Jnne,  InctosiTe,  dnnDg  which  period  tiiose  pdfic  ■(■ 
and  l^tshtire  resofntiona  of  the  Ataemblia  ef  Mi*- 
saehnaetts  and  Connectient  wen  |iaaiiiil  whkta  k^l 
the  Oeneral  Goremmoit  of  the  United  Stila  a 
check,  and  deterred  it  fitm  earryii^  into  exKntia 
of  hostihtr  with  which  Gnat  BdBn 


Soon  after  the  allhlr  of  the  Chesapeake  Ajeate, 
<i>faen  His  Majesty's  Oovemor  Cfeoeral  of  British 
America  had  reasoo  to  beUeve  that  the  two  ooontries 
aroold  be  inrolTed  In  a  war,  and  had  aabmlHed  to 
Si  Ui^sty'i  Hiuist«r«  the  arrangements  of  the  Eng- 
Itsh  par^  Id  the  United  Statu  tor  an  efficient  n- 
(dttanee  to  the  Oeneral  Goreniment,  which  woold 
nnbably  terminate  In  a  separation  of  the  Northern 
Slates  from  the  Oenetal  Confederacy,  be  ap^ed  to 
San  midctngned  to  nndertake  a  miaion  to  Boatcm, 
-where  the  wbde  coDoemi  of  the  Of^orition  wen 
managed.     Tha  olyect  of  the  misnon  was  to  fcomote 


and  enoonrage  tin  Fedsral  par^  to  naM  As  wot- 
una  of  the  Oeneral  Gomnmenl,  to  oAr  aii»mis 
of  aid  and  aiqifKRt  ^om  His  M«JB>y*  Gown—I  rf 


For  bis  serrices  on 
and  the  Ion  of  time  and  expenses  incnmd,  the  mis- 
sigDed  neither  aonght  nor  reoeiTod  any  eompi  11  istins, 
but  trusted  to  the  known  justice  and  EbenJitf  ifSi 
Majesty's  Oovemment  for  tile  rewaid  <£  Kncn 
which  eoold  not,  he  hnmbly  concrirea,  be  atinand 
in  ponndi,  shlllbwi,  and  peiwe.  On  the  pabnsp 
and  support  which  was  promised  !□  the  letter  of  Sr 
J.  Crai^  nnder  date  of  the  S6lh  JannsiT,  VK, 
(wbeiun  he  glret  an  anaraneo  "tliat  the  litmit 
oomspondence  and  political  inftimution  tnnMitoil 
by  the  nndersigued  had  met  with  the  partieolv  tf- 
pmbadon  of  His  Mqestv'a  Seentsiy  1^  Scsw;  nl 
that  his  exacntion  of  tlie  mission,  propomi  ts  h 
midertaken  in  that  letter,  wonld  gtve  Un  a  dum 
not  only  oa  the  Govonor  General,  bat  00  His  Mqis- 
tf»  Ministns,")  the  nndraaigned  has  relied,  sad  an 
most  reqiectfnlly  claims,  in  whatever  mode  lbs  la) 
of  LiTerpool  may  be  pleased  to  ad«>t. 

The  Bndeisgnsdm«t  nqnct&lly  takettiniens- 
sion  to  state  tlmt  ^r  J.  Cmig  promised  bim  si  ea- 
ploymoDt  In  Canada,  worth  upwards  of  me  Ihooasl 
poondi  a  year,  by  his  letter,  herewith  tranamin^ 
nnder  date  of  September  13, 1809,  which  be  hssjat 
learned  has,  in  consHneoce  of  hii  absence,  betngini 
to  another  person.  The  noderaigiied  abctaiui  &a> 
commendng  on  this  tiansactioa,  ajid  moil  re({(Ct- 
Ailly  snggeila  that  the  appointment  of  Jnilge  Aiin- 
eate  General  of  the  proyince  of  Lower  Canais,  «ift 
a  salary  of  five  hnodred  poonds  ■  year,  or  a  Cant- 
ate  In  the  United  States,  nm  nrrin,  wonld  be  eoeal- 
end  by  him  as  a  libend  discharge  of  any  ohli^itM 
that  His  Miyea^s  GoTemment  may  enteltaia  m  t»- 
lation  to  Ms  eervicoi. 


Mr.  Ptd,  SKTttarj  to  £ord  UvtrpoBl,  to  Mr.  JToT 
DowKKa  SnaEx,  Jmm  S&,  181L 

Sib  :  I  have  not  failed  to  by  before  the  Eol  ' 
liverpoat  the  memorial,  together  with  several  esdos- 
nres,  whieb  was  delivered  to  me  a  few  days  ucs  ^ 
General  tof^  at  yonr  desire. 

BIsLonUlip  has  directed  me  to  acquaint  yMtk" 
be  has  lelbired  to  the  ctsnspondence  m  this  oSm  « 
the  year  1809,  and  Snds  two  letters  from  Eb  JaaM 
Ccaig,  dated  10th  April  and  Sth  May,  tranHait^ 
tiie  cotreapondence  thai  has  passed  dnringyogrrw- 
deac«  In  the  Northern  S*ate»  rf  America,  mi  «- 


the  part  of  Sir  James  Craig  tiiat  yoor  dabM  t» 
ctrmpDniati-m  shoold  be  nCtmi  to  tta»  eovntiyi  ■* 


,L-oo^lc 
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[B.  or  K. 


Uudar  then  eircomituicei,  uid  had  not  3ir  Juuh 
Cl^g  deteimbMd  on  hia  imiiMdJato  icton  to  Eog- 
Ijuid,  it  woold  hsTa  b«ea  Lord  UreipooVa  wuh  to 
hftve  Tvferred  yonr  memoriA]  b>  hioif  u  being  batter 
enabled  to  appreeiate  ths  ability  aod  goccen  with 
which  yoa  executed  a  miuioii  undertaken  at  his  de- 
tire.  Laid  liverpaot  will,  however,  tnnimit  it  to  Sir 
Jamei  Ciais'i  fnccoHor  in  the  GoTemment,  iridi  an 
•e  that,  ftom  the  reoommendatioDa  he  hai  r~ 


eeiyed  in  jtmr  raror,  and  the  opinfoD  he  ba«  formed 
at  joar  eorreapondeniw,  lie  iJ  ooDrinoed  tha  pablio 
aerrice  will  be  benefited  bj  jonl  actiTe  employment 
in  ■  public  ritnation. 

Lord  liTerpooI  will  alao  feel  hinuelf  bonnd  to  gtve 
the  mma  aunrance  to  the  Harqnia  Wellailey,  if 
&ara  is  any  probability  that  it  will  adrance  the  nio- 
oew  of  the  applicadon  which  yon  have  made  to  hii 
Lerdship. 

I  am,  lir,  yonr  n 

J.  Hnnr,  £(q.,  JVo.  2T  Laauttr  Sqaart. 

Mr.  Sflmtd  to  Mr.  Bawrg. 

Ttddat  EvDtufo,  JrJg  3,  1BI1. 

Hr  DxAB  Honr ;  It  (pm  me  real  pleanm  to 
find  that  &  apprebenrion  I  had  fimned  with  raqieot 
ta  the  fnlfilmeot  of  yoareipectatiaaaii  likely  to  prore 
eimuoiu.  A«  ereiy  tbing  which  paMed,  leiatiTB  to 
joar  niiason,  was  in  writing,  I  think  yon  will  do  well  by 
anbmitling  to  Mr.  Peel  all  the  original  papen.  I  aa- 
aelT  conld  ^ve  no  other  information  relative  ta  the 
mbject,  than  what  they  eonliin,  t  yon  ind  I  bad  do 
opportnnity  of  any  verbal  commnnicatioii  req>ecting 
it  till  after  jour  roiuion  termiaated,  and  I  nerer 
wrote  yOD  a  fetter  in  the  Govemor'a  name  which  had 
notpreTiiHuly  been  lobmittiid  to  Iiii  oonection. 

TtM  impreanon  I  had  leaeiTod  of  yonr  character 
■nd  aUiitM*  made  ma  aazioaa  to  lerve  yoa  eran  be- 
fore I  had  the  pleaante  nf  a  paraoiia]  aoqnalntanoe 
with  yon,  and  tbe  tame  dadi*  baa  operated  on  me  ever 
aince ;  I  am,  therefore,  entitled  to  hope  that  any 
O^niim  which  I  may  hare  given  yon,  aa  to  yonr  beat 
mode  oTobCaiiuDg  an  employnMDt  mtder  Gov«ninient, 
will  be  revelvad  with  the  aaioe  oaudor  tliat  gave  riae 
to  it.  I  think  JOB  wHl  do  well  to  peraevere,  aa  yon 
propoae.  I  have  no  donbt  that  every  letter  from 
von,  which  Sir  Jamea  aent  homa^  will  be  (bnnd  in 
Mr.  Peel'a  office,  aa  tlw  ectabUdied  practioa  there  ii 
to  bind  the  deqatobea  and  andoanrM  yearly  np  to- 
getbar. 

H.  W.  RYLAlro. 
JoHS  HxnT,  Eaq.,  to, 

Mr.  Bmrt  to  Mr.  PttL 

ST,  Locisisn  SqDasn,  LomoH, 

Btflmlm-  i,  181L 
8iS!  I  ban  inat  learned  the  nltin*te  dedaion  of 
my  Lord  Vellaaley,  relative  to  the  upoinbnent  which 
I  waa  deatrooi  to  obtain ;  aod  find  dnt  the  aubaiatii^ 
ralationa  betweeo  the  two  oonnMa*  f«*Ud  Ibe  craat- 
i^  a  new  ottce  in  tte  United  Stataa,  anch  aa  1  waa 
ai^eitoai  to  obtain.  In  thia  itata  of  thli^  I  have  not 
a  monent  to  Ion  in  ntnming  to  Canada ;  and  have 
taken  n^  paaaage  in  tha  laat  and  only  ab^  that  tall* 


for  Qnebec  thia  aeaaon.  Aa  I  have  not  time  to  enter 
(dt  luDo)  iato  explanationa  with  the  gentleman  who 
i)  in  yonr  oflSce,  aod  aa  I  have  leoeived  the  aaaoraneea 
&ani  yoD,  in  addition  to  tbe  letur  Arom  my  Lord 
liveipool,  of  the  2Tth  Jane,  that  "hia  Loidihip 
wonld  recommend  me  to  tbe  Giovemar  of  Canada  for 
tbe  fint  vacant  ntoadoa  that  I  would  accept,*  I  beg 
.._:■_!.  .  ^^^  I  sm  to  get  tbat 
f  time.     I  have  the 


Roubbt  Fee,  Eaq.,  &c 

Dap^A  ^  Lord  Liverpool  to  Sir  Ctorgt  I'revatL 
Dowmxo  Smsr,  SepL  16,  leil. 

Sin  :  Ur.  Hsary,  who  will  have  the  honor  of  de- 
livering this  letter,  ia  the  gentlenian  who  addreaaed 
to  me  die  memorial,  a  cq)y  of  whidi  I  herewith  bana- 
mit,  and  to  whom  the  accompanying  letter  from  Mr. 
Peel  waa  written  by  my  direction. 

In  oomj^aooa-withluB  reqneat,!  now  Adfil  the  aa- 
aorance  which  I  have  given  of  atating  to  yon  my 
opinion  of  the  abHity  and  Jadgment  wbicdi  Hr,  Homy 
haa  maniftated  on  the  DCcaaioni  mentiaoed  in  his 
memorial,  and  of  the  benefit  tbe  pnblio  aervice  might 
derive  from  hia  active  employment  in  any  pablio 
aitoation  la  whii:^  yon  ihoidd  think  proper  to  plaoe 

To  SiK  GBonan  PnEroor,  Baromt,  ie. 

[The  following  ia  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
commtmicatsd  to  the  Senate  by  the  Heange  of  the 
t2th  Hkn;h,  1813.] 

Depastkxmt  or  StAiK,  MarA  12,  1613. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  re&md  6tt 
molntiou  of  the  Senate  of  the  lOih  inatut,  baa  tha 
honor  to  report ;  Tbat  this  department  is  not  in  poa- 
sasuon  of  any  names  of  peraona  in  the  United  Statai 
who  have,  ia  any  way  or  manner  whatever,  entered 
into,  or  coonteoanced  the  prdect  or  tbe  views  for  tha 
eiecntion  or  ittainmeot  of  which  John  Henry  waa,  in 
the  year  1809,  employed  by  Sir  Jamea  Craigj  tbe 
■aid  •Tohn  Eeoiy  having  named  no  person  o: 
as  being  ranicemed  la  the  sidd  pmiject  or  v 

r. —  3  ^_   .■_   ..I.    I ^jj  j^j  before  Con 

la  r«i«otfnIly  snfam , 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  McMBge  and  doonments  h&Ting  been  read, 
Ifr.  Rhki.  made  a  motion  to  print  them. 

Itr.  Pitkin  tti&  that  he  had  no  obJeoUon  to 
the  papen  being  printed,  bat  tbat  he  rose  to  pro- 
teat  againat  tbe  aentiment*  attributed  in  tbeee 
papera  to  the  Federal  patty,  being  eotMidered  m 
thoae  of  the  dtiseoa  of  tbe  State  which  be  had 
the  honor  to  repreaent.  Hetnutedttwoaldnot 
be  braved  that  they  had  any  knovledse  of  any 
miaeion  of  tbia  kind  £r<an  Oaoada,  or  from  any 
other  qnarter. 

It  waa  tbe  first  time  that  he  bod  beard  that 
the  oppoMtion  to  the  embatvo  in  the  Btatea  erf 
Vermont  or  ICaaaachnsetts  had  any  oonneotjon 
with  the  British  CloTemment,  or  with  any  pro- 
Jeot  ot  a  migtatSMa  of  the  fJnkm  in  any  maDuer, 
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much  leu  under  tb«  ageaaj  of  &  Britiah  spy. 
So  fv  u  he  «onld  DitderetBiid  the  papers  frmn 
the  first  rMdiiis,  Mr.  P.  nld  tbej  did  not  inti- 
nuM  that  BDj  aiscloeare  had  he«i  made  to  any 
iDdtvidnal  of  the  United  Slateg  by  Mr.  Henrj 
of  the  object  of  hie  miasion,  or  that  his  scheme 
had  been  advocated  or  anpported  by  any  one. 
And  I  trn«t  no  gentleman  will  take  the  charac- 
ter of  the  parties  in  any  section  of  this  conntrj, 
from  a  man  who  it  aeenu  has  proved  a  traitor  to 
bta  own  GoTernment.  80  f ar  aa  tbe  Btat«ments 
made  in  these  papers  may  be  considered  as  in- 
volving the  party  in  concert  with  the  Federal 
part^,  in  any  scheme  of  oo-operotion  with  the 
Brib^  Ooveniment  in  dividug  the  Union,  it  is 
one  of  the  grossest  libels  that  ever  was  ntlered. 
Nor  do  I  feel  willing  to  take  the  character  of 
the  people  of  this  conntry  from  the  month  of 
this  nun.  He  does  not  stop  at  debasing  the 
character  of  the  people  of  this  conntry,  bnt  he 
uttus  a  libel  agamst  all  parties  and  against  the 
Qovermnent  itself.  He  states  that  In  the  extra 
session  of  CongreM  In  May,  1809,  there  were 
sixty-one  votes  against  Mr.  Madison,  in  oonue- 
quence  of  his  arrangwnent  with  Mr.  Erskine ; 
when  we  all  know  that  the  vote  on  the  resoln- 
tion  approving  of  the  Presideot's  condoct  in 
that  affair  was  no  criterion  by  which  to  judge. 
While,  therefore,  gentlemen  will  not,  as  I  pre- 
sume tliey  will  not  place  any  confidence  in  the 
statements  made  by  tliis  man  against  them- 
selves, and  agunst  those  whom  he  styles  Demo- 
crats, I  tmst  they  will  be  eqnally  inorednlons  as 
to  any  Matemente  he  has  made  against  those  be 
has  called  Federalists,  with  respect  to  their  co- 
operation with  the  British  Qovernment  in  divid- 
ing the  Union.  More  especially  as  thej  copie 
ttoia  one  who,  disappuinted  at  not  receiving 
tlie  promised  reward  irom  his  (lovernment,  has 
turned  traitor  to  his  employers. 

Mr.  liiBB  said  he  agreed  with  the  gentlnnan 
who  just  eat  down  on  one  point,  that  afiill  in- 
vestigation  onght  to  be  hod.  It  was  due  to  the 
Congress,  to  oor  connections  vrith  Great  Brit- 
ain, that  an  inquiry  shonld  be  mode  into  the 
transaction  now  exposed  to  view ;  and,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  inotioD  for  printing,  he  should  move 
a  reference  of  the  Message  to  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Qholboit  said  it  was  a  source  of  gratifi- 
cation to  him,  that,  so  far  as  the  papers  oora- 
mnnicated  by  the  President  could  be  considered 
flvideDce  at  all,  theywere  certainly  highly  hon- 
orable testimony  in  &VDr  of  the  Eastern  section 
of  the  Union.  An  emisesry  of  great  talents  had 
been  employed  by  the  British  in  a  nefarious 
scheme  to  dismember  the  United  States,  and  to 
engender  treason  In  the  very  bosom  of  onr 
country  r  and  yet,  Mr.  G.  said,  it  does  not  eeem 
that  this  spy  has  been  able  to  connect  with  him- 
self any  citizen  of  the  United  Btates.  K  he  had 
held  correspondeDce  with  any  persona  of  dis- 
tinction, the  presnmption  is  their  names  would 
have  been  disclosed  in  the  p^>era  that  have 


MM  that  the  liberties  o 


a  oonntrj  wonld 


always  find  a  rofSdent  guarantee  agunst  machi- 
nations of  this  scHi,  in  tlie  patriotism  of  eTuy 
portion  of  the  Union.  This  oommuiucatiaii,  tir 
which  the  HonsB  was  indebted  to  the  PresdHiC, 
was  highly  inlereeting  and  imtmrtAnt  in  m 
point  of  view.  It  demonstrated,  as  inatt«r  of 
fact,  what  had  heretofore  remained  only  specD- 
tation  and  conjecture,  that  the  Britdsh  Gorem- 
ment  has  long  meditated  the  separation  of  tliem 
States ;  and  what  is  more,  that  they  har« 
actnally  attempted  the  eiecntion  of  this  wicked 
design,  and  have  endeavored  to  convert  our 
own  cituena  into  traitors!    He  would  say  in 

Mr.  QciNOT  s^  he  was  mach  obliged  talbt 
gentl^an  last  np  for  the  view  which  he  W 
taken  of  the  entneot  It  had  atrack  him  pre- 
viously with  much  foroe,  and  he  meant  to  htJt 
taken  the  floor  to  have  expressed  iL  If  tnt 
there  had  existed  in  the  British  Govemnieiit,a' 
any  other  Government,  an  idea  that  there  vgg 
a  party  in  this  conntiy  who  wonld  ossoriiti 
vrith  it  to  dimolve  this  Union,  he  thanked  God 
that  the  project  was  exposed.  If  it  was  lrB«, 
as  these  papers  stated,  that  this  man  had  bees 
so  employed,  he  thanked  God  that  the  nastn 
had  been  detected.  The  Administration,  ii 
bringing  the  mbjeot  before  the  House,  had  dme 
worUiily,  and  the  subject  ought  to  be  inqmnd 
into.  What  is  the  fact,  admitting  all  that  iliii 
person  has  said  to  be  true  t  Why,  that  an  sgtnt 
n>om  the  British  Government,  under  drcon- 
stances  peculiarly  auspicious  and  suitable  td  bia 
purpose,  goes  to  the  spot  which  he  repreaanti  si 
the  hotbed  of  opposition,  to  stir  np  disnuHm, 
and  his  papers  do  not  contain  an  intimation  Hat 
he  dared  to  mention  such  an  idea  ae  that  of  « 
dissolutionof  the  Union  to  any  indiridosl.  ]f<h 
sir ;  and  I  dare  to  say  that  he  never  did  meii- 
tion  SDoh  a  thing  to  any  distingnished  indiTid- 
naL  As  far  asl  know  the  sentiments  of  gei^ 
men  in  that  qnarter,  they  htdd  this  Union  dear, 
and  look  upon  snch  a  connection  as  is  svppoMd 
in  these  papers  with  as  much  abhorrence  ssinj 
man,  however  attached  he  may  be  to  the  id- 
ministratJMi  of  the  Government.  Whenever  * 
dismemberment  of  the  Union  has  been  tilktd 
olj  it  has  been  with  awe,  and  with  a  fear  tbit 
the  present  course  of  public  measnres  wonM 
lead  to  such  an  event,  and  not  with  a  view  to 
bring  it  about  Sir,  1  know  that  other  ide» 
have  been  spread  over  the  oounQ'y  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  serving  party  views.  But  hero,  in  ilui 
temple  of  our  liberties  let  us  reason  with  om 
another  according  to  the  evidence  before  m.  I 
njoice  that  the  sul^ect  has  1>een  brou^t  Ibr- 
word,  and  that  an  agent  so  pacoliarly  idijarf 
to  the  business  in  which  he  was  emplom 
haa  not  been  able  to  furnish  any  evidence  of 
even  the  connivance  of  any  individual  at  bs 

Mr.  WatflHT  aud  that  soch  an  exti«ordiaiiT 
communication  as  that  jnst  received  from  tbs 
President,  reflecting  so  much  on  various  Mo- 
tions and  parties  of  the  Union,  required  k""^ 
coudderotion  before  they  oonsented  to  gtstim 
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sach  gross  abase  of  ever;  pntion  of  oar  people. 
Gentlemen  abould  reflect  thdt  this  rerj  disclo- 
nre  might  be  one  of  the-menns  naed  \>j  tbia  miR- 
oreant  to  divide  this  ounntrv.  If  be  wished  to 
promote  division,  how  ooold  he  better  attain  his 
object  than  by  denonnoiDg  thu  people  ol  a  par- 
tianlar  eection  ?  Who  is  this  maa,  and  where 
y  be  ?  is  an  inqnir;  that  ought  to  be  mkde.  I 
sm  not  one  of  those  who  would,  withont  ia- 
qnir;,  take  the  worda  of  a  spj,  traitor,  and  Til- 
led, as  tnitb.  It  might  be  wdl  to  printasofii- 
oient  nnmber  for  tbo  House,  bnt  do  more  nntil 
they  knew  more  abont  it.  However  ^nttemen 
in  Uie  Eastero  States  might  have  been  diasatis- 
fled  at  porticolar  measures,  the  embargo  law  for 
instance,  their  opposition  to  them  had  arisen 
from  their  operation  on  their  partioQlsrinleresta, 
snd  nut  that  thej  bad  any  disposition  to  sever 
tbemaalvea  from  the  Union,  This  bnmneas  bad 
been  very  correctly  oommanioated  by  the  £x- 
eontive  to  Congress ;  bnt  they  ooght  to  act  on 
it  with  temper,  prndenoe,  and  coolness.  Ur.  W. 
protested  against  considering  any  snch  disposi- 
tion as  it  attributed  to  a  oertain  partj  to  eiiet, 
particularly  in  the  spot  which  has  been  &o- 

aaently  and  emphatioally  styled  the  craidle  of 
le  Revolntton.  He  could  not  teel  the  same 
di^xeition  which  some  ^ipeared  to  do,  to  ^ve 
conseqaence  to  this  affair. 

Mr.  Tboup  did  not  consider  these  pspere  as 
involving  the  character  of  any  portion  of  onr 
people.  They  appeared  to  him  to  be  calcnlsted 
merely  to  pat  the  people  on  their  guard  against 
foreign  emissaries  or  agents  employed  for  the 
porpoeetrf  effectjoga  dismemberment  of  this 
Union.  As  to  the  opinions  this  persrai  expresses 
(rf  partige,  Sec.,  they  are  merely  the  individaal 
■peculations  of  this  man,  and  cannot  have  mnch 
wei^t.  Bat  the  documents  have  a  most  im- 
portant bearing.  They  establish  the  fact  that  a 
foreign  Government,  on  the  eve  of  hostility 
ivith  us,  has  for  some  tjme  past  employed  an 
■gentto  foment  divisions  anuwg  as;  and  another 
bet,  whiob,  considered  in  oonneotioa  with  other 


cironmstances,  ia  of  great  importance.  They 
^ow  the  daep-root«a  hostility  of  this  (oniga 
power  to  onr  Bepabttcan  Goveroroent  and  bV 


ertiee—fl  hostility  which  could  stop  at  nothing 
short  of  a  dismemberment  of  tiie  country.  A^ 
ter  the  affiur  of  the  Wabash,  when  it  was  sud 
that  the  Indians  had  been  instigated  by  the 
aome  enemy  to  hostilities  against  us,  the  ifoitish 
Ifinister'a  choler  rose;  be  denied  the  whole. 
Be  avails  himself  of  snggestiona  in  pablic  prints 
to  deny  their  atatementa;  to  state  that  ao  &r 
from  a  dispontion  to  stir  np  the  Indians  against 
US,  the  contrary  was  the  fact;  that,  indeed. 
Sir  James  Orug  has  been  intent  on  diverting 
Indian  hostilities.  Sir,  m^  we  not  reasonably 
believe  him  to  have  fomented  Indian  hoatiUties 
in  one  part  of  the  country,  while  in  another  he 
-was  promoting  disunion  in  the  body  of  tbepeo- 

Sle?  These,  air,  are  the  only  facts  disclosed  of 
nportance;  the  only  &ctB  which  would  jnstify 
the  publication  of  more  tiian  the  ordinary  nnm- 
bn  of  copies. 


Hr.  FisK  said  that  the  remarks  which  had 
been  made  by  gentlemen,  induced  bim  to  ask 
the  indulgence  of  tlie  Ilonse,  to  give  some  in- 
formation and  make  a  few  observations  relative 
to  the  anbject  now  under  consideration,  This 
Ur.  Henry  was  an  En^isbman,  but  had  long 
rended  in  this  conntry;  so  long  that  he  had 
obtained  a  captunoy  in  the  army  raised  in  the 
year  1798 ;  he  was  a  man  of  gonUemanly  de- 
portment, and  repnted  good  moral  ohsracter; 
that  be  (Mr.  Fibk)  and  bis  colleague  (Mr.  Stsong) 
well  remembered  when  he  passed  Uirougb  Bur- 
lington, In  the  Spring  of  the  year  1 808,  and  that 
his  object  was  at  that  time  much  su^>ected  to 
have  been  what  he  how  states ;  but  as  a  politi- 
cian, be  was  thought  by  the  Republicans  to 
have  been  a  firm  believer  in  the  British  max- 
im, "that  the  end  sanctifies  the  means;"  uid 
the  Federal  party  enjoyed  the  full  benefits  of 
his  principles  and  labors  while  he  lived  in  Ver* 
mont.  Bir,  gentiemen  say  that  be  is  a  traitor, 
a  spy,  and,  therefore,  what  he  here  relates  ia 
not  entitled  to  credit  However  dishonorable 
a  transaction  like  this  may  be  deemed  by  our 
Government,  whose  motives  and  conduct  are 
directed  and  squared  by  the  principles  of  moral- 
ity and  Justice,  yet,  I  believe,  it  is  not  thought 
so  very  disgrac^l  in  the  British  Government, 
as  to  be  beneath  ber  first  characters  to  undn^ 
take.  Sir,  was  the  mission  to  Copenhagen  to 
destroy  that  city,  mnrder  the  innocent  inhalj- 
iuiit8,andt«  rob  the  Danes  of  their  fieet,amoTe 
honorable  one  than  this?  Certainlyno^  And 
yet,  air,  the  fomons  Mr.  Jackson,  who  went  -on 
that  mission  was  considered  worthy  of  beings 
Minister  to  this  country,  where  be  was  caressed 
and  highly  esteemed  by  some-,  and  performed 
both  missions  mnch  to  the  satistaction  of  his 
master,  Why,  sir,  can  gentiemen  serioosly 
doubt  the  trach  of  the  (acta  stated  by  this  Mr, 
Henry,  when  tbey  have  it  from  the  higbsst 
antbority,  that  the  former  British  Minister,  Mr, 
Erskine,  while  here,  at  this  very  time,  was  in 
the  some  busineas  thia  Henry  was  sent  to  per- 
fbrml  In  a  letter  written  by  that  Minister 
to  this  Government,  and  published  by  its  order, 
be  tells  them : 

"  I  have  endcaT(n«d,  by  die  most  strict  and  dOigeot 
iai^iiir!e>  into  thu  viewi  aad  ittength  of  the  FeSral 
party,  to  aicortam  to  what  extent  they  would  be  w^ 
Ing  and  able  to  rniit  tba  measuTea  of  (be  parly  in 
pDnsr,  uid  how  far  tb^  conld  cany  ths  opioiou  of 
ibit  coQDtiy  along  witb  them  in  uiair  attempts  to 
lemoTS  the  emba^o,  widwnt  TsonrriDg  to  bodlittes 
Bgainit  both  Great  Biitaia  and  Franoe.' 

And  ag^  he  tells  them  in  his  letter  of  the 
16th  February,  1809,  when  speaking  of  the  di- 
visions which  then  agitated  this  country,  and 
the  opposition  made  to  the  laws  by  the  peoi^e 
of  the  Eastern  States : 

"The  ultimate  conseqneacea  of  Buch  dfUbrencci 
andjaoloiuies,  ariiing  between  the  EaMsrn  and  Sonth- 
eni  States,  would  inavitably  tend  lo  a  diuolutioD  of 
the  Uiiioii,  whish  hu  b«ea  for  aome  time  talked  of, 
and  has  of  lata,  u  I  have  heard,  bean  Hrioosly  ood- 
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Now,  ^,  when  the  British  Hjniiter  was 
tliis  buBineaB,  I17  order  of  hia  Goverameo^  is  it 
extroordiiuTj  or  incredible  that  tblB  Henrj 
ihoold  b«  Mnt  on  tlie  same  emod  b;  QoTeroor 
Craig }  The  occurrences  of  those  times  plaoe 
the  Uot  oat  of  doubt.  1  perfectly  recollect  tbftt 
on  tay  retaro  home  from  this  place  in  Mardi, 
1809,  I  was  informed  of  this  Hemj  having 
passed  tLrough  the  conntry ;  and  it  was  then 
conjectured  that  he  was  on  the  very  boainasB 
which  he  now  states.  Bat,  lay  gentiemen,  he 
libels  andoalnmniatesthe  Government!  Why, 
sir,  he  does  not  more  so  than  has  often  been 
done  OB  this  floor  by  a  gentleman  not  now  pres- 
ent, or  than  has  been  done  for  yean  by  one 
description  of  presses  and  nevrapapen  in  this 
conn  try. 

The  division  of  tiie  Union  is  not  a  new  sub- 
ject As  early  as  the  time  tiie  Jay  Treaty  as 
tated  this  conntry,  J  saw  two  numbers  in  tl 
"Centioel,"  printed  at  Boston,  holding  out  tl  . 
idea  of  a  separation  of  the  States.  I  am  very 
&r  fKtm  believing  it  was  ever  the  wish  of  the 
great  body  of  tbe  Federal  party,  or  that  they 
will  knowingly  jdn  the  enemies  of  this  country 
to  eSvA  each  a  purpose,  bat  that  there  are  eomi 
who  call  themselves  Federalists,  and  who  ii. 
principle  and  feeling  are  Englishmen,  that  wonld 
do  it,  I  have  no  doabL 

Mr.  Bmilib  Hid  the  character  of  this  man  vas 
nothing  to  ns,  thoagh  it  mi^t  be  to  him,  and 
he  therefore  should  not  follow  the  eiam^e  of 
gentlemen  who  had  made  so  free  with  it.  There 
was  one  point  in  which  he  considered  the  pnb- 
licetion  of  these  documents,  wlficb  was  of  real 
importance ;  that  they  exhibited  to  the  Ameri- 
can people  what  sort  of  a  nation  we  had  to 
deal  with.  It  appeared  to  him  that  Great  Brit- 
ain considered  no  means  dishonorable  provided 
they  would  accomplish  the  attainment  of  her 
object.  With  reepect  to  Mr.  Wright's  idea,  tliat 
the  publication  of  the  papers  would  throw  an 
odium  on  the  leading  parties  in  this  country, 
•aid  Mr.  8.,  none  of  those  papers  said  any  thing 
more  disrespectful  to  the  parties  in  this  coun- 
try than  those  parties  bad  frequently  said  of 
each  other  in  the  poblic  prints.  Ha  never  had 
believed  that  the  mass  of  the  Federal  party 
wished  a  separation  of  the  Union;  but  that 
there  were  men  in  il  attached  to  the  British 
int^wte,  he  knew  to  be  true.  There  was  ai 
least  enongb  in  theee  p^>era  to  pnt  every  man 
on  his  gnvd  with  respect  to  the  insidious,  dis- 
honorable coodnot  of  that  Goveroment,  and  he 
would  therefore  vote  for  printing  6,000  copies. 

Mr.  Mac(hi  said  this  was  one  of  those  de- 
bates which  BOmetinm  arose  in  the  House,  in 
which  all  were  on  one  side  of  the  Question. 
Nothing  can  be  more  true  than  that  Uiese  pa- 
pers do  prove  that  Great  Britain  has  not  yet 
ceased  her  attempts  to  distnrb  the  peace  of  this 
nation.  That  they  were  genuine  be  believed, 
althoagh  they  came  from  a  man  wbcan  that 
Govertunent  had  employed.    There  was  noth- 


ing new  in  the  manner  of  oommnnicating  &m. 
How  was  it  in  the  eonqwracy  of  KaaaiHd 
liston?  Mr.  Adams  oommnnieated  [h«  & 
cloeare  to  Congrees.  I  imagine  that  Bar's 
oooqiiracy  was  oommnnieated  by  sobm  oh 
who  was  or  had  been  engaged  is  it.  lo  lb 
oasev  a  man  who  had  been  in  the  service  efiU 
Government,  preferring  the  Britisb,  was,  tUi 
in  Canada,  engaged  by  Governor  Craig  u  p 
into  a  part  cf  this  oonntiy  to  endeavor  la  f» 
cure  a  dirision  of  the  Unicm.  Mr.  H.  nid  k 
had,  four  years  ago,  steted  ibst  both  Gnat  BA 
Bin  and  France  had  agents  in  this  eoontry. 
Had  thev  not  had  tbem  in  other  coDnlritit 
They  had ;  and  he  cited  Hfdland  as  a  psite- 
lar  inistanoe. 

The  only  question  that  presents  itsdTi^  Ii 
the  information  nseliil  to  as  ?  Does  it  sot  o» 
firm  every  man  in  the  belief  that  while  dwii 
making  prafesnons  of  Mendsbip  thn>cie)i  hr 
Minister  h^^.  Great  Britain  is,  in  sno^fi- 
rection  plotting  our  destmctioa  by  ber  weta 
agents?  It  would  be  happy  for  as  if  wa  U 
not  also  French  agents  bera.  I  nevw  did  h- 
Have  the  Federal  partf  had  any  notion  of  jok- 
ing Great  Britain)  bat  this  nation,  fsvond  m 
it  is,  has  yet  not  tjeen  dear  of  discord;  sodu 
say  that  ihwe  is  not  a  man  in  the  Fedsrai  or 
Bepublican  parties  who  woold  wish  a  min 
with  Great  Britain  or  France,  would  be  to  »; 
what  I  do  cot  believe. 

As  to  this  man,  he  is  jnat  aaeh  a  taie  s)  tt« 
British  usually  employ  for  these  paipiMt;  it 
is  one  of  their  own  agents.    Can  Englaad  mo- 

Elain  of  onr  (^ving  credit  to  a  man  with  wbw 
er  first  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Go»enw 
General  of  Canada  oorreapond  I  I  care  aai^ 
about  the  cause  which  brings  him  here,  it  b 
an  affair  between  him  and  them.  The  qiuaicn 
is,  Haa  he  told  tbe  tmtb  ?  I  verily  beliere  bt 
has.  I  nnderstood  enough  of  the  papen,  « 
read,  to  know  that  he  was  the  agent  of  tbe  Biii' 
ish  Government  sent  here  to  sow  disanion,  and 
that  was  enough  for  me.  80  long  as  ve  b* 
governed  by  interest,  mutual  want^orcanuMi 
sense,  so  long  shall  we  continae  unit«d.  Te 
are  placed  in  such  a  situation  that  we  oi^t  to 
love  each  oth«-,  and  we  always  should,  did  hk 
our  mad  paseions  sometimes  run  away  wiUi  xa 
One  part  of  the  nation  delights  in  oang  the  xa; 
another  in  agricoltnre ;  we  snpplj  each  othw*! 
wants ;  we  ought  never  to  dream  of  seuaniiHL 
And,  sir,  when  these  messengera of  hellaie''*' 
here  shall  we  not  look  at  tbem  t    Let  ns  ban 


made  some  remarks  which  weni^ 
all  distinctly  heard  by  the  reporter.  Be  widna 
that  t^e  pnblication  could  have  been  vxatf* 
nied  with  some  refutation  of  its  cimteats,  *> ' 
would  go  to  alarm  ttie  people  Vith  an  idM  » 
tbe  eiistenoe  of  a  spirit  in  one  section  of  ito 
country  which  he  was  snre  did  not  eiist.  H« 
was  not  only  for  committing  thesutyect,hiitn 
following  it  up  with  a  lull  and  prompt  eiain'' 
nation.  Sure  I  am,  Bud  Mr.  K.,  that  tbe  peopK 
ofEurope  have  mistaken  the  American  cfaarsoCM'. 
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WhatoTSr  difibnoca  of  opinioc  mar  exist  among 
oanelved,  tbare  cou  be  aone  as  to  the  propriet; 
«f  BD^Hirtiag  the  iatc^tj  of  the  UniOD.  There 
can  be  no  doabt  that  uie  people  of  this  conDtr7, 
of  all  descriptioiM,  will  ml;  aromid  the  oon- 
stitntJDD.  Fr&Doe  had  heretofore  aapposed  ahe 
poeeeaaed  a  partj  Id  this  cooutr;,  but  there  was 
not  a  man  of  sense  in  the  conotrj  who  be- 
lieved it.  Fordgn  nfttiona  would  en  in  this 
way,  having  ne  oorreot  knowledge  of  the  senti- 
ments of  tl^  people.  If  we  were  soon  to  be 
inTcdved  in  war,  it  was  proper  that  no  distroA 
shonld  exiat  in  one  part  of  the  OMnmnnit;  against 
another ;  and  he  therefore  regretted  that  a  com- 
plete inreetigation  could  not  be  bad  before  the 
papers  were  pnhliehed. 

Mr.  Hilhob  said  hia  pnrpMe  in  riling  now 
was  to  express  the  anxiona  desire  he  felt  that 
on  this  qnestion  there  might  not  be  the  least 
division  of  sentiment  msaifested  in  the  House. 
He  shonld  be  extremely  sorry  at  any  time; 
above  sU,  at  a  period  of  our  national  progress 
when  It  was  thought  that  a  change  of  oironin- 
stancesof  the  most  imptortant  kind  was  abont 
to  take  place;  that  at  this  time  an  opinion 
should  be  imbibed  that  any  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  oonntry  were  favorable  to  England. 
The  esndur  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
(Mr.  WmoBT)  redounded  to  his  honor.  He  was 
eib^mel  J  glad  to  find  gentlemen  acknowledge, 
with  respect  to  the  part;  iq  whieh  be  stood  en- 
rolled, whatever  might  be  onr  internal  difier- 
encM.  &e.,  that  they  oonid  not  be  sospected  of 
hostititj  to  the  Union ;  there  could  be  no  idea 
entertained  bj  sensible  men  of  either  party  that 
there  was  among  ns  an;  considerable  pOTtion 
of  men  who  are  iidmlcallT'  disposed  to  tbe 
onion  of  the  Btates. 

That  these  papers  proved  a  dtsbonorable  at- 
tempt on  the  part  oi  the  British  Government 
Hr.H.  said  bebadno  doubt.  Altbongh  a  strong 
■ensatioQ  would  probably  be  prodnoed  by  the 
diioovery  of  tiaa  circumstance,  and  it  might  be 
perverted  mnob  to  the  injury  of  the  feelings  of 
particolar  individnals,  he  hoped  the  good  sense 
of  the  oommnnity  would  induce  them,  while 
they  properly  appreciated  thi*  att«mpt  of  a  for- 
eign Qovemment,  not  to  be  led  into  rash  or 
i^ndi^ra  meanrefl.  He  really  wished  the  af- 
for  mi^t  be  probed  to  the  bottom ;  and  that 
the  British  Minister  bavins  in  one  case  come 
forward  with  a  disavowal  tor  his  Government, 
would  eay  in  soma  shape  or  otherwhat  was  the 
real  state  of  the  case  now  before  the  Hoose. 

The  motioR  for  printing  was  nnanlmonslj 
■greed  to. 

Hr.  Bibb  moved  to  amend  his  moUoa  for 
reference  to  the  Ootnmlttee  of  Foreign  Relations, 
•o  IB  to  give  the  oommittee  power  to  send  for 
penons  and  papers. 

Mr.  Tboup  said  that  on  occasions  of  this  Und 

Ccare  shonld  be  taken  lest  tbe.  House  be 
sd  by  a  momentary  excitement  Into  an ' 
■at  of  precipitancy.  Be  had  oonfldeuoe  in  tlie 
diaoietion  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tioDB,  bnt  tbe  vesClog  such  a  power  ia  tbe  com- 


mittee might  be  ooniidered  as  on  instruction  bj 
the  Honae  to  proceed  nnder  any  circnmstancea 
to  bring  Ur.  Henry  before  tliem.  He  had  no 
donht  in  his  own  mind  that  the  communication 
had  been  voluDtary  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Henry, 
but  he  entertained  as  little  that  there  may  have 
been  oertain  stipulations  and  conditions  which 
the  Executive  wouldfeelitself  under  the  strong- 
est obligations  of  good  faith  to  comply  with,  and 
which  would  exempt  the  individual  making  tbe 
disclosure  from  any  responsibility  of  any  kind. 
Whatever  may  bethougtitof  themotivesof  Mr. 
Henry  in  making  the  disclosure,  or  whatevM* 
tlie  ^ithets  applied  to  him  in  debate,  certain 
it  was,  Mr.  Henry  liad  done  service  to  the  coun- 
try, and  onght  to  be  protected  by  it.  If  the 
committoe  should,  on  examination,  think  prop- 
er to  proceed  to  summon  persons,  or  call  for 
pap««,  tbe  House  would  not  heeitate  to  vest 
them  with  the  neceBsory  powers. 

Mr.  GRUEinT  stated  what  was  his  impresuon 
as  to  tbe  course  he  should  incline  to  pursue  as 
a  member  of  tiie  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
lations,  if  these  papers  should  be  re^rred  as 
proposed,  to  that  committee.  If  any  engage- 
ments, express  or  implied,  had  token  place  be- 
tween the  Administration  and  Mr.  Henry,  that 
he  shonld  be  free  from  detention,  &c.,  he  shonld 
not,  as  one  of  tbe  committee,  consent  to  violoto 
that  engagement. 

The  queetion  on  reference  was  carried  nnan* 
imonsly. 

Tbe  question  to  clothe  the  committee  with 
compolsory  power  was  carried— 104  to  10. 

TmiBaDAr,  March  IB. 
Miumippi  Territory, 

The  nnflnished  basiness  of  yesterday,  the  bill 
for  enabling  the  people  of  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory to  form  a  coastttntion  and  State  Govem- 
ment,  being  taken  up — 

Mr.  PoiNDKZTis  Bud,  that  on  the  general 
principles  of  the  bill  under  consideration,  be 
presumed  there  will  be  but  little  difference  of 
opii^on.  The  population  of  the  Territory  pro- 
posed to  he  erected  into  an  independent  State 
is  unquestionably  sufficient  to  autborize  th^ 
measure  agreeably  to  the  present  ratio  of  repre- 
sentation ;  and  from  the  vast  influx  of  emigra- 
tion to  that  section  of  the  Union  since  the  Inst 
census,  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  it  might  be  de- 
manded as  a  matter  of  right  under  the  compact 
with  the  State  of  Georgia.  Bnt,  sir,  the  wise 
and  magnADimons  policy  of  the  General  Qovem- 
ment has  uniformly  conferred  on  tbe  respect- 
ive Territories  the  rights  of  State  sovereignty 
BO  soon  as  their  numbers  would  fairly  entitle 
them  to  one  member  in  the  House  of  Gepresen- 
tatives  of  the  United  Statos.  Ohio  was  admit- 
ted with  a  population  of  thirty-seven  thousand 
aools.  la  tlie  next  Congress,  that  State  will  be 
entitled  to  six  Representatives,  besides  a  very 
large  fVaction  which  was  thrown  on  her  by  the 
apportionment  made  daring  the  present  session. 
All  the  other  new  States  received  into  the  Con- 
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ftderaoy  nnoe  tlie  adoption  of  the  ootutjtntioii, 
have  grown  into  importmnoe,  isd  now  oooEtitate 
some  of  the  flnneat  pUkrs  in  the  Temple  of 
Liberty.  Permit  me,  Mr.  ObJurmaD,  to  eipma 
a  hope,  that  while  graUemen  delight  to  bask  in 
the  BDnahine  of  freedom  at  home^  they  will  on 
•rerr  oocarion  mmtf«at  their  Uberalit]'  ud  phi- 
lanthropy, by  eiteDdinsiteoheeiing  rays  to  the 
remotestregionsof  our  beloved  oomitry.  Edird- 
dpate  OS  from  the  tramnieta  of  oolonial  Taaeal- 
age;  place  hb  on  the  high  eminence  of  a  frea 
KiTereigD,  and  indqwndent  iMmmonwealth ;  and 
we  shall  at  ail  timea  be  ready,  with  onr  Uvea 
and  fortanee,  to  assert  the  ri^ts  and  vindloate 
Hie  honor  of  our  common  country, 

With  respeoC  to  the  limita  recommended  by 
the  committee,  inchidiDg  alltbat  tract  of  ooan- 
trj  of  whieh  poaawwion  waa  t«k«i  by  virtQe 
of  the  Proclamation  of  the  Prarident  of  the 
UnitAd  Statea,  bearing  date  the  STth  of  October, 
1810,  there  appean  to  exist  a  dlverrity  of  opin- 
ion. Some  gentlemen  think  it  improper  to 
legislate  defloltely  over  that  ooimtry,  nntil  the 
pledge  given  in  the  proolamation  that  it  will  in 
onr  hands  be  held  subject  to  fiitnre  n^otiation, 
is  redeemed  in  a  maimer  satisfactory  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive who  made  it;  and  others  wish  to  divide 
the  oonntry  between  the  State  of  Lonisiana  and 
the  State  to  be  formed  of  the  MismBsippi  Territo- 
ry. To  rescoe  this  snl^eot  trfim  the  first  ob- 
jection, at  a  vei>  early  period  of  the  sewitni,  I 
moved  a  resolution  calling  on  tbe  President  for 
information  on  tffO  points:    1.  Whether  there 


that  the  Iiegislative  authority  of  Congreas  over 
tht  conntry  should  be  suspended  with  a  view 
to  Aiture  negotiation  and  adjostment  in  relation 
to  the  claim  of  the  Cniled  States,  To  this  re- 
quest the  Preeident  has  returned  no  answer. 
Bnt  without  the  aid  of  those  lights  which  it  is 
in  the  power  of  the  Executive  to  shed  upon  tbe 
question,  we  all  know  that  tbe  downfoll  of  the 
Ule  Spanish  Monarch,  and  the  distracted  state 
of  revolution  in  which  Bpain  is  involved,  ren- 
ders it  impracticable  to  reoogmze  any  le^tunate 
authority  with  whom  a  negotiation  could  be 
*oondncted.  It  is  true,  several  letters  have  pass- 
ed between  Mr.  Secretary  Monroe  and  Mr.  Fos- 
ter, the  British  ICoister,  during  the  recess  of 
ConKresB,  relative  to  onr  poaeeenon  of  West 
Flonda,  and  tbe  manner  of  taking  it.  On  this 
correspondence  it  is  not  my  intention  at  oresent 
to  comment.  It  is  a  new  proof  of  the  aisposi- 
tion  which  Great  Britain  has  always  shown  to 
intermeddle  in  tbe  a^is  of  other  nations,  and 
the  language  of  Mr.  Foster  is  in  the  highest  de- 

See  arrogant  and  insulting.  Mr,  Monroe,  in 
I  tetter  of  the  8th  of  July,  after  r«{)elling  the 
inunuations  made  by  tbe  British  Government 
aa  to  the  motives  by  which  the  President  was 
actuated  in  taking  possession  of  the  oonntry, 
declares  "that  by  this  event  the  United  States 
have  acquired  no  new  title  to  West  Florida. 
They  wanted  none,"  From  this  declaration  it 
is  evident  that  no  doobt  is  entertained  by  the 


Exeontive  aa  to  the  validity  at  onr  tide,  and 
therefore  it  is  unnecenary  to  eospend  for  a  hmger 
period  the  admisaoo.  of  that  oooatry  iaio  die 
Union. 
Mr.  PonmazTiB  then  offered  the  following 


liact  of  eoimtiy  e 
within  tiie  following  bonndiiries,  to  wit 
dM  river  Miwisrippi,  Kt  tbe  point  wben  tne  KHUaaa 
boundary  lice  oC  (he  State  of  Tennwtee  onitea  wiA 
the  Mme ;  tbence  along  uid  line  to  it*  jnnetiiM  witk 
the  wsiIenibeHuiduy  of  the  Stale  oT  Georgia;  tkeace 
along  the  vid  bonndvy  to  tbe  thii^-fint  dagtes 
of  latitude,  and  along  nid  degree  of  latitBde  bi  ■ 
pidntoppotite  tbe  river  Peniido;  tbence  to  the  joao- 
tlon  cf  «aid  river  with  the  Gulf  of  tbiico,  incIndiBg 
■11  itluid)  within  dx  leagues  of  the  ihore  to  tbe  junc- 
tion of  Pearl  Rim  with  tbe  lAkePontclurtTun;  and 
up  said  river  to  d»  8Ut  degree  of  tatitnde ;  thaiM 
to  the  rinr  Hlsustippt,  and  up  tbe  eame  to  tbe  be- 
ginning.' 

The  question  on  this  amendment  waa  taken 
without  debate,  and  carried 

Mr.  Clax  moved  to  add  the  following  provi- 
so, to  follow  after  the  section  just  adopted; 
which  would  have  the  effect  to  keep  that  por- 
tion of  oonntry  taken  poaieasion  of  mider  the 
Pre«idenC's  proclamation,  sulyect  to  fotnre  ne- 
gotiation: 

ProriJed,  That  nothing  henin  oontuned  ebaO  be 
'    led  aa  to  joevent  that  portion  of  the  Taii- 
iprabeuded   within  the  eaid  bonndary,  for- 


Hr.  Olat  (Speaker)  sud  that  in  offering  this 
amendment  to  the  committee,  he  coufeaaed  he 
was  actuated  rather  by  a  diaposition  to  aooom- 
modote  tiie  views  of  other  gentlemen,  than  from 
any  difficnlty  which  he  fblt  on  the  salyect  him- 
self; for,  with  respect  to  «ox  title  to  Wcat  Flop- 
ida,  be  thought  it  ntterly  impoi^le  that  any 
gentleman  could  examine  that  qneation  withoiA 
Mi&ring  other  considerations  to  mingle  in  tlM 
investigation,  and  not  be  thorooghly  ccnvinoed 
that  the  title  waa  in  the  United  States:  and  be 
confessed  d)at  were  he  to  consult  his  own  views 
only,  be  should  not  hedtate  a  moment  in  mak- 
ing an  unqualified  annexation  of  that  tenitoiy 
to  the  States  to  be  formed  of  the  Orleana  aid 
Missiesippi  Territories.  But  as  some  gentlemvi, 
adverting  to  the  President's  ProdamatioD  for 
t^ing  poeseesion  of  that  country,  bad  eappoaed 
that  some  difficulty  might  arise  ander  it  from 
such  a  procedure,  In  order  to  qpiettheae  (q^** 
henstons,  he  had  eabmitl«d  this  proviao.  The 
r^ht  of  the  Qeneral  Oovemment  to  deattoy  the 
integrity  of  a  State  having  been  qnestioned,  it 
wonld  be  well  to  gnard  agunst  any  difBculty 
on  that  score  by  a  reservation  to  the  Genoal 
Government  of  the  power  to  negotiate  on  tbe 
anbieot  of  this  territory.  At  the  same  time  he 
made  this  proposiaon,  Mr.  0.  utterly  disdsim- 
ed  the  idea  that  in  any  possible  state  of  things 
ou^t  this  co«nti7  to  be  ceded  awi^.    He  etn- 
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ridered  the  poHMtdon  of  West  Florida  u  indis- 
MnB&ble  to  the  mtereata  and  proaperit^  of  the 
Western  Stal«a,  and  bo  &r  to  tho  int^rity  of 
the  TTDioD ;  and  he  Bbonld  aa  soon  see  a  part  of 
the  State  wbfcih  he  repr«aent«d  oed«d  away  as 
this  territoTj.  What,  be  aakod,  was  tbn  eHent 
of  tlie  muDtry  in  qnMtion  f  In  breadtli,  abont 
twenty  mllea ;  in  length,  abont  two  hnndred, 
hindingtothateTtentoorsoDtbenitrontieT.  The 
danger  of  having  provlnoaa  of  a  fbreign  power 
on  oar  frontier  is  too  well  disclosed  b;  the  late 
coromnnication  of  the  President  (concerning 
Henry's  miawon) — a  digdosare  which  ninst  com- 
Irine  in  the  execration  of  the  project  it  develop- 
ed, every  man  in  the  coontry,  and  every  honest 
man  in  every  coontry.  Suppose  the  former 
dynasty  of  Spain  to  be  rrinBt^«d  on  the  throne, 
it  oonld  not  dedre,  for  honest  porpoees,  the 
poeaenion  of  West  florida.  In  proponng  the 
amendment,  Mr.  0.  said  It  was  merely  hi*  ob- 
ject to  make  the  eata  of  the  L^ialstive  body 
tally  with  the  proclamations  of  the  Preddent 
If^  therefore,  contrary  to  his  firm  oonviotioo,  it 
gbonld  be  determined  that  we  have  not  the 
title,  be  had  no  idea  that  even  in  that  state  of 
things  the  territory  wonld  be  given  np,  bnt  that 
an  eqnivalent  shoald  be  ^ven  for  iL 

Hr.  C.  said  heMly  approved  the  boundary 
ertablished  for  the  new  State  of  UiBeissippi  by 
thesection  jost  Bfcreed  to,  so  far  as  it  operated 
on  the  Florida  Territory.  It  gave  to  the  State 
of  Lonisiana  abont  tbree-foniths,  perhs^w  foor- 
flfths,  of  tbe  popniatlon  of  the  whole  territory— 
apopnlation  homogeneons  t«  the  cbaraoterof 
the  eonntry — American  in  prindple  and  fuel- 
ing; and  with  jrieasnre  he  nad  seen  the  con- 
vention of  the  Orleans  Territory,  in  reqaeeting 
this  annexation,  display  a  liberauty  of  sentiment 
In  detiring  a  fiirtber  American  population,  whicA 
he  tmstea  would  be  redprocated  by  CongrMS. 
AUbongh  the  State  of  Loaisiana  oonld  not  be 
gratiSed  by  the  annexation  of  the  whole  terri- 
tory, their  de^es  would  be  grsUfied  to  a  con- 
.  dderable  extent  by  giving  them  all  that  por- 
tion of  it  lying  won  of  Pearl  River.  The 
■oqnintian  of  the  valaabte  settletnente  on  the 
high  lands,  and  their  hardy  population,  wonld 
si^sfy  all  the  material  wishes  of  the  State.  By 
this  addition  they  wonld  give  to  the  new  State 
of  Lonisiana  the  enUre  control  of  the  Lakes 
jborepaa  and  Fontehartrun,  by  which  the  city 
of  If  ew  Orleans  may  be  moat  easily  Niproacbed; 
yoB  tbns  enable  the  State  to  take  all  nectssary 
means  to  repel  invasion.  Yon  effect  another 
object,  said  Mi.  0.  There  is  not  any  very  great 
natnral  ooonection  between  the  people  imme- 
^tely  on  the  bay  of  Uobile  and  Tombigbee 
Biver,  and  tboee  on  the  Miasisnppl.  If  there  be 
any  oonseotion,  it  ia  an  artificial  one,  resulUng 
from  die  preponderancy  of  capital  at  New  Or- 
leans, and  will  be  lessened  whenever  tbere  shall 
be  a  oomnMrcial  capital  at  Uobile.  I  am  there- 
fore anxions  to  nnitelhe  territory  east  of  Pearl 
Sirer,  inclnding  the  bay  of  Uobile,  to  tiie  Uis- 
aiiaippi  Territory,  to  which  it  is  natarally  con- 
nected ;  and,  Ur.  0.  said,  he  had  no  b^tatton 


in  declaring  that  either  Pearl  Biver  or  the  Pas- 
cagonla  onght  to  be  the  bonndary  which  is  to 
aeparate  the  two  parts  of  the  eonntry  reapeo- 
tivelj  to  be  attached  to  the  Statee  of  Louisiana 
and  Miadaeippi — the  Pearl  River.npon  tbe  wbole^ 
would  be  tbe  best,  as  dividing  the  territory  in 
about  equal  portiona.  Ur.  0.  concluded  by  ex- 
pressing his  satiafacUon  thnt  this  snfajeot  had 
been  taken  np,  and  that  tbe  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  delegate  fh>m  Uississippi  had 
obt^ned,  which  he  hoped  wcold  finally  pass,  &a. 

Ur.  Rhu.  said  that  tbe  amendment  propoaed 
by  tbe  honorable  Speaker  to  him  appeared 
strange.  I,  said  Ur.  R.,  do  firmly  believe  that 
tbe  title  of  the  United  States  to  tbe  country 
west  of  the  Perdido  Biver,  named  West  Florida, 
ia  good  and  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes; 
and,  therefore,  I  will  not  vote  for  a  proportion 
which  will  evince  a  doubt  relative  to  the  anffi- 
oienoy  of  that  title.  But  it  ia  said  that  the 
proclamation  of  the  President  bos  dedsred  the 
same  principle  that  tbe  amendment  proposes. 
That  may  be,  bnt  that  is  no  law ;  that  procla- 
mation ia  not  law,  nor  is  tbe  Legislature  of  the 
United  States  bonnd  by  it,  unless  they  intend  to 
adopt  a  principle  similar  to  that  used  in  Great 
Britwn,  where  tbe  King  and  Conndl  can  isene 
an  edict  having  the  force  of  law.  This  principle 
ongbt  not  to  be  established  under  tbe  constitn- 
tion  of  tbis  nation.  Bnt  tbe  domineering  iater- 
t^renoe  of  the  British  Government  relative  to 
West  Florida,  if  there  was  no  bther  reason, 
ought  to  be  cause  snfBcient  to  reject  thisoffered 
amendment ;  that  interference  of  a  Government 
which  has  no  possible  right  or  Utle  to  tbe  conn- 
try  in  question,  will  be,  in  a  manner,  sanctioned 
by  the  offered  amendment.  On  these  three 
points,  then,  tbe  amendment  ougbt  to  be  re- 
jected ;  first,  that  it  goes  to  shake  the  solidity 
of  tbe  title ;  second,  tliat  it  goes  to  sanction  an 
opinion,  that  a  preioeding  proclamation  of  the 
President  of  tbe  United  States  is  obligatoiy  on 
tbe  OoDgreea  of  the  United  States ;  and,  thini, 
that  the  amendment,  if  agreed  to,  will  go  to 
authorize  an  opinion  that  the  domineering  Inr 
terferenoe  of  Great  Britain,  in  respect  to  tbo 
country  in  qoestion,  wae  right  and  proper. 
Agfunst  these  points  1  will,  aaid  Ur.  B.,  hold  up 
my  band — and  therefore  will  vote  against  the 
offered  amendment. 

Mr.  UiTOHiLi,  observed,  that  onr  ministerwho 
negotiated  the  purchase  of  Lonisiana  had  been 
repeatedly  told  by  Talleyrand,  In  the  course  of 
the  n^^tiation,  that  the  French  intended  to 
cede  the  country  of  West  Florida ;  ao  that  it 
had  been  not  only  purchased,  but  understood  to 
have  been  purchased.  His  certainty  of  the  com- 
pleteness of  our  title  was  snch,  that  he  was 
unwiUing  to  do  any  act  which  should  reoc^lze 
tbe  existence  of  n  doubt  on  the  subject,  and  be 
was  therefbre  opposed  to  tbe  proviso.  At  the 
aame  time  he  bad  no  olfjection  to  the  amend- 
ment jnst  agreed  to;  be  waa  willing  that  the 
people  on  the  Tombigbee  and  Alabama  Riven 
should  have  free  acAeas  to  the  ocean,  and  thna 
'    away  all  artifioinl  distinctions  which  bad 
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been  nude  hj  a  foreign  pover  vhikt  the  ter- 
litorj  had  been  in  its  poMeonon. 

Mr.  Uaoon  vaa  woU  wtiffied  with  tiie  MDeod- 
tnent  propoeed ;  for  he  eoold  not  have  omseot- 
«d  to  Tote  for  this  bill  withont  tlM  provfoo,  or 
■oroething  like  it.  Hitherto  this  QoremnieDt 
bad  done  ever;  thing  it  conld  to  preserre  pe«oe. 
The  embargo  and  m  the  reetriotiTe  meaenrea 
had  in  view  to  preserre  peaoe ;  and  peace  would 
alwa^a  be  beet  maintained  by  a  doe  r^ard  to 
pvbUo&ith.  If atwrttOTjrbeinmrpomtedinto 
a  State,  it  was  the  opinion  of  Mr.  H.  that  neither 
the  Preeident  nor  8enat«  hava  a  risfat  to  give  it 
op.  It  hod  never  tieen  nndenrtood  07  any  partj, 
Tioder  oar  conetitntion,  that  iinder  the  treatj- 
makiDB  power  the  Prerideot  would  oede  one 
inoh  of  a  State.  Convenient  altbon;^  the  ter- 
ritory  is  to  Ds,  and  thonsh  we  have  poaaesBion, 
and  it  is  said  no  pledge  naa  been  given  in  rela^ 
tion  to  it,  ;ret  it  ^ipeared  to  bim  that  the  pro- 
elamatioii  held  out  uie  idea  that  we  held  it  until 
■o  opportooit;  waa  afforded  for  negotiating  on 
eqnitabte  terms.  Mr.  M  said  be  was  willing  to 
acknowledge  that  he  liad  DotexBrnined  the  title 
In  the  same  manner  u  the  Speaker  and  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  bad  done,  bo  as  to 
enable  bin  to  pronoonoe  on  it  with  oertaintj ; 
but  the  title  did  not  come  into  the  question  on 
the  present  point  Had  yto,  when  all  the  rest 
of  Louisiana  was  smrendered  to  as,  obtained 
poseessioo  of  Florida!  No,  we  had  not.  It 
appeared  to  have  been  at  least  a  donbtRiI  qaes- 
tion  whether  we  obhuned  a  title  to  it  or  not. 
What  had  been  stated  by  tbe  gontleman  from 
New  York,  of  Talleyrand's  dedaration  to  our 
Plenipotentiaries,  had  not  mneh  weight,  l>ecanM 
a  claim  waa  now  set  np  to  it  not  by  France  bot 
by  tbe  Spanish  Government.  The  proviso 
imder  consideration,  whilst  it  conld  not  in  any 
degree  invalidate  our  claim,  did  away  the  objec- 
tions in  his  mind  to  the  proposed  annexation  of 
territory.  If  the  territory  was  once  annexed 
to  the  State,  withont  reeervatiau  or  condition, 
they  might  as  well  hereafter  attempt  to  oede 
away  Bwrton  or  Old  Plymonth,  as  that  Terntory. 

Mr.  Wrioht  spoke  ag^nst  the  amendment  at 
oonsiderable  length. 

Mr.  Clat  replied ;  and  Mr.  RaKAr^oined: 

When  the  question  wsa  taken  on  tbe  proviso, 
which  was  adopted  without  a  division. 

The  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  House, 
and  the  House  having  agreed  to  take  up  tbe 
HUM,  an  ai^ournment  took  place. 

Fbidat,  March  18. 
Minittippi  Territory. 

The  House  resumed  the  connderation  of  the 
nnflnishedbnsinBSS,  vii:  thereport  of  tbe  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole  on  tbe  bill  for  enabling  the 
people  of  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  consti- 
tution and  State  government. 

Tbe  amendment  cbanKtng  tbe  boundary  of 
tbe  Territory,  &c.,  moved  by  Mr.  Poindbxtbb, 
tt^ther  with  Hr.  Clai'b  provlsc^  were  agreed 
to  without  a  dividou. 


The  question  on  tbe  bill  being  engruHedfar 
a  third  reading  waa  dedded  without  dtbsie^ 
yeas  67,  nays  §9,  as  foUows : 

TUB^-Wmii  Abton,  Jan.,  Williun  Asjon, 
StevenKa  jLh^st,  David  Batd,  Bnnnll  Buat^ 
Willum  W.  Bibb,  Bobert  Bniwii,  WilliuB  A.  Bv- 
wcil,  WiUisio  Butler,  J.  C.  Calhoon,  Idnj^in  Chni, 
MMthev  CUj,  Jun«a  Cocbmi,  Lttr'u  Condkt,  Ji- 
liam  CrkirfoTd,  Raecr  Davii,  John  Divton,  J(>a|l 
Destia,  EUuEarla,  WiUUm  Fuidlay,  HcriiickFrul- 
lin,  Thnnu  Ghcjaon,  Paterwm  Goodwp),  tin 
Gray,  la^ah  L.  Qreeti,  FelU  Oraody,  Boiling  M, 
Ob«d  Hall,  Jolin  A.  Hsiper,  Aylett  Bi«et,  Jm4 
Bulbf,  Jofan  M.  Bynemui,  Jcweph  Kent,  AbusU- 
cock,  Jowph  LeTevre,  Peter  LittiB,  WiUbm  Lonid« 
Aaron  Lyia,  Thoniai  Hoore,  WiHiant  KeCay,  Smti 
UcKn,  AJsnaiider  HeKm,  Arnnah  Uetcair,  Suod 
L.  Micchill,  Jeremiah  Momiir,  Hi^  Nelioc,  Jla- 
tbonj  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  l^niai  Newto^ 
Israel  Pickens,  Jame*  PUuniitt,  jr..  Hen;  M. 
Ridgely,  Samuel  Riiugokl,  Jonathan  Roberta,  ffiDiB 
itodman,  Ebenenr  Sage,  EbeocMr  Stavsr,  Simai 
Sbaw,  Dutd  Shefley,  Eichani  Stanford,  WOGm 
Stroiw,  Oeorge  M.  Tnmp,  Charla  TnnKr.ji.,  Sab- 
ert  Whilehill,  Williun  Widgaiy,  Tbomai  WiJiiiii,  ni 
Richard  Wjnn. 

Nats  — Eukiel  Bacm,  John  Baker,  Abjjati  B^ 
tow,  Hanaaniu  Bleecksi,  Adam  Bojd,  Janiei  BrceL- 
enridge,  Elijah  Brigbain,  Epaphroditui  Ounjii^ 
Martin  Chitteodeii,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  WiUiui  EN, 
Jamei  Emott,  An  Fitch,  Richaid  Jackaon,  jnc..  L^ 
man  law,  Joseph  Lewis,  Jan.,  Robert  L*  Roy  liiBf- 
■ton,  Jamea  Hilnor,  Jooathan  O.  Mowly,  JcHfk 
Poaraon,  llinotfay  Pftkbi,  Jan.,  Benjaniin  fmi,  PWr 
B.  Potter,  Joaiah  Qoincy,  Wniiam  Kmd,  ffilliui  M. 
RIchardion,  Thomas  Sammoia,  Jofao  SmOie,  Omp 
SnnCh,  Phil^i  StaSrt,  Silai  Stow,  Lewb  B,  ftolK 
Samngl  Tanart,  Benjamin  TaDniadgt,  Uii  Trii^, 
FieiTB  Van  CortlMidt,  jon.,  Laban  Vtlie^tn,  Ifouid 
Mlkita,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  resd  a  tbiri 
time  on  Monday  next. 

MoSDAT,  Marcli  18. 

BriliA  Mhtuter't  Dadaimer  ufaU  Etmltift 

of  John  Mtnry'i  Auerttd  Jfwtim. 

The  following  message  was  received  frtn  tti 

PnasiDBNT  ov  THE  UijiTsn  Statks  : 

7b  Ue  Smatt  and  Bmat  of 

BrprttoMtif  <f  ike  Vmitad  SMb.- 

I  lay  befbie  Congren  a  lettff,  ftom  dig  Krnf 
Eitrat»dinaty  and  Uiniater  Plentpolentiuy  rffln^ 
Britain,  to  the  Swretaiy  of  Stats. 

JAHE3  MADISO!!. 

IfAaca  IS,  IBIS. 

WASHnraiOT,  AToral  II,  1811 

Tha  nrdorsigned.  Hia  Britannle  Maj«i<r'>  E»^ 
Eitraoniinary  and  Miniater  Plsnipotentiaiy «  * 
United  Statea,  baa  r«ad  in  tbe  public  paps*  ^  <^ 
city,  with  the  d«ep««t  concern,  the  Heawf^mllT 
the  Preddent  of  the  United  Statea  toCongre*  oalia 
Bihinatant,  and  the  docnmenti  which  accompaiW*. 

In  the  vttei  ignonDoe  of  the  nndenJgDcd  ai  to  u 
die  dmuratancea  allnded  to  in  thoae  docnuieEd,  •• 
can  only  disclaim  moat  aaleianly,  on  bit  own  F«t 
Iba  baring  had  any  knowlodge  whalsrei:  tt  tha  c 
iatenoB  of  such  a  mimion,  or  of  lach  ' '^^ 
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tha  commooicwtiaa  of  Hr,  Btmij  nten  to,  uvl  ei- 
pni  hi*  coDTictiini,  tb^l,  ftom  wliU  ba  kiunn  of 
thoB  bnnoliu  oT  Hi*  Hijastj'i  Qonnunait  -with 
vUch  hs  U  in  tbe  habit  of  hitTlDB  intarGoniM,  no 
coDDteiuiioe  vhacerer  wai  givtn  bj  tham  to  any 
aahamai  hoitila  to  tha  iirtenial  tnoqaillilj  ot  tha 
UnltMl  StMea. 

Tbe  nnienigiwd,  hamTar,  cuinot  Init  tnut  that 
At  AmnHcMi  Qovemnaut,  uid  tba  Congran  of  tba 
XMlad  Sutei,  win  t>ka  inlo  coiuidentioD  tba  uharao- 
tar  of  tbe  iadiridiul  who  baa  mada  tbe  oomnninioa- 
tion  In  qneatkni,  and  will  nupend  naj  fartber  judg- 
nait  on  it!  meiita  nntit  tha  eitcnmitaaoea  (ball  bare 
bnn  Diada  known  to  Hi*  HajealT'i  Qoraninient. 

^le  mideragiied  racioeat*  the  SecreUtry  of  State 
to  aoeept  the  aamraiica  of  hi*  highest  oonii deration. 
AUGUSTUS  J.  FOSTER. 


ooForeiga  Belatioiu,  And  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Wednxwat,  March  18. 
Statt  qf  Louitiana. 

Tha  HoDW  NMlved  itself  into  &  Oommittee 
of  the  Wbola,  on  tbe  bill  for  the  adminon  of 
tbe  State  o^  Loaisiana  (nov  Orleans  Territory) 
into  tbe  Union,  and  for  extending  tb«  lam  of 
tbe  United  Stateato  tb«  aame. 

The  sereral  blanks  in  the  bill  baving  been 
flUed- 

Mr.  FoimiBTrBB  observed,  that  It  appeared 
tobsTe  been  the  sense  of  this  House,  wnen  the 
bill  for  erecting  the  Mississippi  Territory  into  a 
Stale  waa  ander  consideration,  that  the  portion 
of  the  territory  taken  poeseasiou  of  nnder  tbe 
Preudent'a  proclamation  (known  by  the  name 
of  W«at Florida)  wbiob  lies  Westof  Pearl  Rirer, 
shoDld  be  added  to  tbe  State  of  Orleans,  The 
WHuUttition  had  provided  that  new  territory 
might  be  added  to  the  Btatee  with  their  con- 
sent. As  it  was  not  provided  by  tbe  oonstitn- 
tion  which  party  should  first  assent,  he  pre- 
snmed  it  was  not  material;  and,  as  this  apr 

C red  to  be  the  proper  moment  for  fixing  the 
odarj,  be  was  indnced  to  oB^  tbe  following 
uoendment  to  the  bilL 

"  .J  wi  6e  tiybiilv  BHcMl,  That  10  aooD  aa  tha  oon- 
attoftlie  LogiaUton  otfiA  Stat*  aball  b*  gpvea  to 
tba  Mtoe,  all  Chat  traot  of  oonntry  lying  wilbin  the 
Mlowing  bonndaiiea,  to  wit :  beginniog  at  tbe  jono- 
tuo  of  tha  Ibernlle,  wilji  tbe  river  Hiuiiaippi ; 
theoca  through  the  tniddle  of  tha  Lake*  Haarepaa 
aad  Foutcbanraia,  to  tba  weetem  junction  of  Pearl 
Biter,  to  Lake  Pontf  baitiaia ;  tboice  up  xud  river 
to  &*  thtr^-fint  d^Toe  of  latitode ;  tbeoce  along 
nid  dwree  of  latitude  to  the  river  Hiuinippi ;  tbeoce 
down  the  rama  to  tbe  begbming ;  be,  end  tba  nma 
!•  hereby  inoorporatsd  in,  and  made  a  put  of  >Rid 
SWb,  and  ihall  be  governed  by  the  conititntloD  aod 
!•«■  tbereof,  in  dia  aama  maoiier  aa  if  it  bod  been 
iKhided  witbln  tbe  original  bonodariea  of  aaid  State. 
Prniitdt  iieBadieUn,  That  A*  title  of  tba  United 
State*  to  (aid  tract  of  oooutiy  iball  be  and  remain 
Mbjeot  lo  fntora  uagotlation. 

Mr.  Bawsoh  said  this  qneiUon  had  been  agi- 
tated in  the  select  committee,  but  it  had  ap- 
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peared  proper  to  them  Uiat  this  addition  of 
territory  shonld  be  made  the  anbjeot  of  a  sepa- 
rate law.  If  they  went  so  far,  they  mnst  go 
&rther  still  into  details.  He  thonght  it  better 
that  the  law  accepting  tbe  constitntion  sbonld 
be  as  riiDfde  aa  pomble. 

Hr.  Clat  (Speaker)  oonld  not  view  the  anb- 
jeot in  the  same  light,  hb  ttoA.  aa  the  gentleman 
from  Yirginia ;  and  althongn  there  baa  been 
a  division  of  sentiment  in  the  select  committee, 
there  certainly  were  some  members  of  that  com- 
mittee in  favor  of  the  motion.  Bat,  oonld  gen- 
tlemen imagine  any  difficulty  growing  ont  (A 
making  this  section  a  part  of  the  present  bill, 
which  wonld  not  equally  arise  if  it  were  pnt  in  ' 
a  aeparate  bill  I  There  could  be  no  difficolty  in 
either  way  ;  and  in  propriety,  it  appeared  to 
him  the'conrse  now  proposed  ought  to  be  pnr- 
soed.  They  were  abont  to  admit  a  new  State 
into  the  Union.  Bhoold  not  the  bill,  whioh  re- 
cogniied  it,  present  the  whole  liniita  of  the  State 
in  one  riew,  or  wonld  it  t>e  better  to  eulfjeot  iu- 
qnirere  to  the  neoessity  of  wading  throngh  two 
or  three  acts  to  find  out  the  bcnndary  of  a 
sini^e  State  I  He  hoped  tbe  motion  wonld 
prevail. 

The  moUon  was  agreed  to,  47  to  26. 

Ur.  Clai  add  he  observed  there  had  been 
no  ordinance  passed  by  tbe  convention  recog- 
ui^ng  the  freedom  of  navigation  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. He  had  no  idea  tliat  under  any  circara- 
stanoes,  the  Legislature  of  tbe  new  State  would 
impede  the  navigation ;  but  tbe  ol^ect  was  one 
BO  dear  to  the  pet^le  of  the  Weetern  country 
generally,  that  tie  wished  to  place  it  beyond  the 
posnbility  of  donbt. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  without  a  divl- 

Mr.  JoHKsoN  said,  that  aa  the  matter  now 
stood  the  population  of  the  Florida  Territory 
attached  to  this  bill  would,  althoneh  they  are 
to  compose  a  part  of  the  now  State,  be  deprived 
of  a  Toice  in  Uie  posaage  of  tbe  first  laws,  which 
are  always  the  most  important  nnder  a  new 
government,  and  in  the  choice  of  Senators  in 
Oongress,  which  wonld  be  attended  with  tbe 
greatest  hardship,  as  the  popslation  bEul  been 
iinrei»'eaented  for  some  time  past,  and  com- 
plained of  varions  grievances.  He,  therefore, 
moved  an  amendment  to  tbe  bill,  to  divide  tbe 
territory  to  be  annexed  to  Lonisiana  into  two 
counties,  to  be  called  Feliciana  and  Baton 
Kouge,  each  to  send  one  Senator  and  one  Rep- 
resentative. 

Mr.  FoiHDxrrxB  wished  the  people  of  that 
conntry  to  be  represented  as  much  as  the  gen- 
tleman poaeibly  could ;  bnC  how  could  Oongress 
in  oue  breaib  saj  they  should  form  a  part  of  the 
new  State  aa  soon  as  its  consent  could  be  had, 
and  in  the  next  section  declare,  though  by  the 
very  terms  of  tbe  law  they  are  not  a  part  of  the 
State,  that  thoy  shall  t>e  represented  in  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Stato  I 

Mr.  Clai  said  he  hod  undentood  that  a  me- 
morial woe  in  the  city,  and  would  be  presented 
to  the  Hooae  at  tbe  first  opportnnity,  from  tbe 
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Convention  of  OrleAoe,  prying  tlie  umerUion 
of  the  tenitorj  in  quettion  to  the  new  State. 
When  that  was  before  tbeai,  the  committee 
wonld  b«  better  able  to  onderataiid  how  iar 
thej  oonld  now  prooeed  in  MnotJoninK  the  rep- 
TCMntation  of  that  territory  in  the  I«niaaiia 
Legidatora.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  oom- 
mittee  now  rise,  report  progren,  and  aek  leave 
to  sit  agun. 
Agreed  to,  and  the  ocmiidttM  rote. 

Thubsdat,  March  IBi 
IHtdoturm  (^  Mr,  Henr^. 
Ur.  PoBTKB,  fhnn  the  Committee  rf  Foreign 
Belationa,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Menage 
of  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Btatea,  transmit- 
ting the  digclosnrea  of  Mr.  Henry,  a  British 
Semt  Agent,  made  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  of  Fonign  Balmtioiu,  to  irtioiii  mi 
TCTemd  the  Piwiduit'*  H«wig«,  of  tba  9th  iiwtait, 
eoming  oapin  of  c«rt*iii  docnment*  eommnacaWd 
to  him  bj  >  Hr.  John  Henry,  bw  leBn  to  report,  in 
part,  ihtX  ilthongh  they  did  Dot  aoem  it  nscmi&ry  or 
proper  to  ff>  into  an  inTcitigMioD  of  the  ftulhentid^ 
of  docamenta  eommamcaled  to  CongreM,  on  the  re~ 
■poniibilit]!  of  a  co-ordioata  btsuch  of  the  Goveni- 
mrat,  it  may,  nBrertheleu,  be  utuTactory  to  ths 
Home  to  be  infuaTaed  that  (he  origins]  pipen,  vith 
the  evidencei  reladnK  to  tbem  in  posaewon  of  the 
EiacctiTB,  were  nbrnitted  to  their  eiuuiuation,  and 
were  ntch  aa  fhll;  to  ntiiff  the  eommiCMa  trf'  their 
gemuoeiieai. 

The  cimunMaaeei  under  which  the  diacIaeDrei  of 
Hemy  were  made  to  the  Govenmient,  inrolTibg  con- 
ndentiooa  of  political  ezpedieixy,  haTv  prevented 
the  Dommitlee  from  making  thoae  diicloniree  tlie 
bada  of  any  proceadiag  against  him.  Ami,  &om  the 
careAil  concealment  on  his  part,  orereiy  ormmMaiice 
which  ooold  lead  to  the  dlacoreiy  and  poniahmeiit  oT 
any  individnali  within  the  United  Statei  (aboald 
there  be  any  mch)  who  wen  criminallv  connected 
with  him,  no  ditUnct  object  waa  preseated  to  tiie 
committee  by  tua  communication  for  the  exercise  of 
the  power  with  which  the;  were  inveated,  ofaending 
(or  penona  and  papen.  On  being  infbnueil,  however, 
that  there  waa  a  foreigner  in  the  city  of  Waahlnglon, 
who  lately  came  to  uia  cotmtiy  fnim  Enrope  with 
Henry,  and  waamppoeed  to  be -in  hla  confidence,  the 
committee  thonght  proper  to  aend  for  him.  ffia  ex- 
amination, taken  uiular  oath  and  tednced  to  writing 
they  herewith  anbmit  to  tite  Hoidb. 

Tho  traniactian  diadoeed  by  the  Pnndent'a  Hca- 
(age  preienta  to  the  mind  of  the  committee  oonolnsve 
•tidenoe  that  the  Britiafa  Govanimant,  at  a  period  of 
peace,  and  daring  the  moat  Uendly  prafeaiaw,  have 
been  deliberately  and  perfidioady  poming  meaanrai 
to  divide  these  State*,  and  to  involve  oar  ettaxem  in 
all  th«  guilt  of  treaaon,  and  tiie  honon  cf  a  dvil  war. 
It  ii  not,  however,  the  intenlian  of  the  committee  to 
dwell  npon  a  proceeding,  which,  at  all  timei,  and 
amoog  an  nationa,  bai  bean  ooniidered  M  one  of  tiie 
moat  aggravated  character ;  and  which,  &<nn  the  na- 


ent,  ought  to  be  regained  by  n>  with 
he  deepeit  abhorrence.        . 
.    [Doeoment  accnmpanying  the  above  report] 
Fbidat,  March   13.  — Comt  Edward  da    OnOen 


[lEuts,  ISlt 

neont.-^'niii  depanent  kjuwa  Hr.  Heniy;  ht  JJMd 
with  him  at  Hr.  WeQedey  Pole's,  in  Slumber,  oi 
afterward!  at  Lord  Yarmonth'i ;  met  wid  bim  da 
at  difltovot  fuhionable  clnba;  dapooent  fell  ii  silk 
Mr.  H.  sDhseqnenlly  by  aeddent ;  depooHit  bad  la- 
deredhia  aervantsto  procnre  )um  a  passage  Soi^wb- 
ica  ;  the?  met  with  Captain  Tracy,  of  the  dup  Ktv 
Galen,  of  Boston,  at  the  New  Loodon  CoOk  Hms. 
After  agniaing  whfa  bim  oo  the  terraa  if  the  psswp, 
C^itain  T.  a^ilivd  to  depaaent  to  know  if  b  m 
nady  to  emlwk  tiw  next  day,  as  dn  diip  wnddd 
(»  die  fbltowiog  morning  J  deponent  s^d  no;  ttsi 
he  dxmld  send  his  servant*  on  board,  but  diadd  tska 
a  portdbaiaeibr  Portamooth,  and  paaonrtoflisUi 
of  Wi^t,  when  he  ahenid  wait  fbr  dw  tcsmL  Oi 
the  d^rndlowiiwhe  wentseooAi^ytaFm^Htfi^ 
bnt  befbre  hi*  departnre  he  leoeimd  a  Istia  bs 
Captain  l>Kj,  coached  uthefidlawingterai:  'S^ 
yon  must  go  to  Ryde,  where  yoo  shall  find  a  gnills- 
man  called  Captain  Henry,  waiting  for  the  N<* 
Galenj  I  ihall  send  a  boat  on  abore  for  bath  i/yoa* 
Depmeot  went  to  Ryde,  hot  did  not  Sod  CapCsmE 
there )  thence  he  proceeded  to  Cowea,  and  ia^nni 
of  the  American  CoDsol"  if  the  New  Galen  bad  |M- 
ed  r*  fearing  that  she  had  swled  without  Um.  Ih 
CoBsni  infmmed  him  that  the  ahip  waa  detained  a 
ttie  Down*  by  head  winds ;  dqioiient  ntaned  to  ^jk, 
and  remained  then  flme  weeka  alone  fcfate  Crisis 
H  arrivBd.  Captaut  H.  came  to  lum  and  told  lia 
that  the  ahip  waa  l>adlj  foond,  and  adviaed  him  wp 
to  LiTBrpool  and  take  the  packet ;  dqionsBl  rrfbad, 
having  paid  his  paiBSgeandhistmiikibeinftoitViai 
C^itam  H.  tliree  days  ailer  his  anivBl,  fell  lick ;  ta 
kept  hi*  bed  twen^-two  days,  dntiiw  which  tima  te 
waa  often  deliriona,  frequently  ottenng  the  nsint  i 
Lord  LiveipooL  The  deponent  having  two  ttmak, 
one  a  them  attended  on  Hr.  H.  dnring  hii  iltaaa 
He  Waa  visited  by  Mr.  Powell,  of  FhJlade^ihia,  s  Kl 
WilfcinK>n,  or  Dicksan,  at  dte  British  army,  snd  ■ 
Mr.  Perkins,  of  Boston ;  be  received  alxm  t«e  has- 
drsd  letters  from  a  Boston  hooae,  [Higginsco^}  is 
Finabnry  Square,  diat  liad  lately  stopped  pajniec 
He  refused  to  take  the  letters,  raving  them  to  di 
Captain.  Mr.  H  was  also  visi^  fay  a  Hr.  Ba^ 
who  brought  him  letters  tirga  ^  James  Cni( 
Eeruy  relmsed  to  teceivs  those  letters.  He  neonr- 
ed  &om  his  aickneaa.  Deponent  occnpyiug  the  moM 
agreeable  lunue  in  the  l^ace,  Heniy's  [AysiciaBS  tir 
ed  the  favor  of  an  apartment  for  him  until  bs  »si 
rea^  to  embark.  After  eight  weeks'  detenliiMi,  tk 
wind  became  fair,  and  the  veasel  snled.  Tba  % 
be&ire  her  departnre,  Hr.  Baf^t  arrived  at  ^d^ 
with  letlan  from  Lnid  Liverpool  to  Sir  0"*^  ^ 
vest,  and  to  Ifr.  Hemy,  who,  whso  he  aaw  n  fd 


doea  he  want  of 


letter  6wn  Liveipotd ;  wiist  ««• 
if  H*  appeared  to  be  mai^i^ 
faced,  ana  reniea  lo  hii  room.  Hr.  Ba^mlt  reMrai 
that  night  to  London  witbont  taking  leave ;  bat  tkt 
wind  coming  fair  the  next  morning  the  ship  ■Dsa 
Mr.  Edward  Wyer,  and  Mr.WeM,  botfaof  B«tga,ai 
a  bfrs.  Tiiompson,  of  London,  were  paBset^nsBO* 
ship.  Henry  at  first  appeared  very  low  ^jritsd,ts* 
a  cabin  to  bimaeir,  and  mostly  dined  alone.  I*  f* 
weather  he  employed  hiraselT  in  ibooting  pistoi^  '' 
which  he  was  vay  expert  One  dark  nigliS,  iM 
tan  o'clock,  the  witnaa  was  walking  oh  deck  WJ* 
dejeirted,  when  Henry  accosted  him— "_Ci«nl  W* 
km,'  said  he,  "  jou  have  not  confidence  in  tae\  J" 
are  nnh^ipy ;  confide  your  aonowi  to  me-     "■ 
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qnke  to  kindly  that  depoDact  nude  him  in  pert  u- 

JDunted  irith  Lis  aitaatloiL     He  replied,  "  ona  oonfl- 
BDOe  dUCTTM  BDOlluT  ;  I  wni  DOW  tell  JOD  my  £tiui- 

tioa  I  ht-ye  been  veiy  ill-treated  by  the  Briti^  Got- 
emment.  I  na  bom  In  Inland,  of  oue  of  the  fint 
famijiei  Id  that  oonntij,  poor,  b 
bioflKi.  I  went  to  America  with  ezpectatioi 
an  mxile,  (Daniel  HoConDick,  Eia 
who  pomenes  a  Luv«  foTtmie,  t)  ol 
Frcocb  peraecDtiaii  havlDg  eiOed  I 
1DM7  oTthe  n^eclabb  bmOiMOf  Fruoav  Imankd 
a  lady  of  that  ^aacriptioa,  who  ^«d,  and  left  two 
dan^ten  without  fbrtanaa  I  ({jpUed  to  the  Amep- 
icBD  GoramiBent,  and  throogli  the  InineiiM  of  the 
Britidi  Uinifter  I WM  aMoiated  e^taln  of  artOleiT 
dating  Hr.  Adam^a  Admlni^ralfen.  I  bad  omnmand 
at  PoitUad,  and  at  the  fort  near  Boaton,  and  iriifla 
In  ognuniMki^  I  waa  em^cTod  in  quailing  a  neeting 
sr  faunnectka  among  ma  ■oldien-,  and  dnriag  mj 
oanttnnanoe in oAca  IgM* general aadActian.  Btit 
pocerriBg  there  waa  no  Oeld  lor  mj  ambltiao  I  pur- 
daaed  an  aatate  in  Termoa^  near  the  Canada  Ium, 
and  dien  Kodled  law  for  five  yean  without  adniog 
fron  boDM.  I  dataat  rmnblican  govaimnent,  and  I 
sued  the  new^apen  wiui  anayi  aninat  it' 
SunuuT,  March  U.— Cbuu  S.  in  amA 

DepoDcmt  atya  that  Heniy  told  him  in  the 

of  Ua  intorriBW,  which  he  mentioaed  jeaterday,  that 
the  aenrity  of  hia  itrictniei  in  the  publio  prints 
againat  repubUcnn  goremment  attracted  the  attenUan 
of  the  Britiih  GoTemment.  "  Sir  Jamaa  Craig," 
tinned  he,  "became  detinma  of  my  aeiinalDt 
He  inTited  ms  to  Quebec,  whve  I  tMA  aome  time. 
Hence  I  went  to  Hcotreal,  where  srary  tUngl  had 
to  tear,  and  all  I  had  to  hope,  waa  diM^loaed' 


■a  aanonndad  by  atltlM  pei^j 
pcinlad  out  to  me  by  the  aniti  who  w«i«  nndar  my 
ord«a.  J  lind  at  the  Etcpaiwe  CoSbe  Honac^  gare 
laige  paittea,  made  eicordiHw  Into  the  ocmntij.  and 
n)eeiT(»d  an  (vder  extnordinaiT  from  Sir  Jamaa  Craig 
to  diapoae  of  the  fleet  at  Halifai,  and  of  the  troopi, 
to  Fdi^i  the  ol^Bct  of  my  mluion,  if  required.  Hy 
derotioB  to  tbe  canae  waa  extreme.  I  axhauited  aU 
my  fimda.  I  ipent  many  predona  yeara  In  the  aer- 
TJce ;  and  waa  adviaad  to  procoed  to  London.  Tbe 
GorenuDeBt  treated  me  with  great  Undneaa^  I  irat 
raeeiTed  in  fk»  U^««t  eirdea;  waa  oamplloiented 
with  a  liAet  M  uember  oi  the  HK  (7JiA,  without 
baing  balloted  ftar.  And  >lMn  I  bad  ^ent  all  my 
nwaey,  and  preaented  my  claima  for  retiibntiQa,  the 


to  Canada,  and  continue  my  miaaion  and  lerricea 
bef<»e ;  and  to  eserciae  the  aame  Tigilance  orer  the 
Istareata  of  tbe  Britlih  Gorenunent.  At  the  aame 
time,  the  Govenment  ippdnted  a  friend  <^  mine,  an 
Iridi  genthman,  Atuiniey  Qeneral  for  Canada, 
dinxi^  my  InflneDoe.*  [Deponaot  aaw  tlda  gentle- 
nan  at  Mr.  GQbeit  Robettaon'a  In  New  Tork.}  Hany 


:  "Diawaioiai 


idMCanada  , 

■y  lihraiy,  and  taka  my  revei^  agalnat  tbe  Britiah 
ODTemmant.  I  kntr*  that  if  I  went  to  Canada  I 
UMat  delinr  Vf  my  da^atcbea,  and  that  J  aboold 
aitennrdi  be  pnt  iff  by  tbe  Ooremmenb  I,  thote- 
bn,  determined 


[H.  OF  S. 

cf  mj  rarange,  Deter- 
miaed  to  extricate  myself  from  my  ambarruaing  oon- 
nectioB  with  the  Biroah  Oovermnant,  I  refhaed  tbe 
oflfar  i^  a  paaaage  to  Halifkx  in  me  of  their  ^ipe  of 
war,  and  determined  to  lire  prirataly  and  ratind  at 
Ryde,  and  take  paaaage  in  the  firat  ve«el  that  ahoulJ 
aailfoTtha  United  Stataa.  Tbii  ii  tbe  canae  of  yoar 
meeting  me  at  Ryda.' 

Depmient  reftMenIa  lo  Eaniy,  "That  England 
waa  hia  kurfiimate  OorermiMnt;  that  be  would  rsn- 
dn  hfanaetf  the  moat  odiona  «f  all  obai*otera  by  be- 
trayliigit;  tlkatl^(tbe  dap«Denf«)0oTemmantba4 
treated  him  hardily,  and  that  he  then  labored  nnder 
ito  diapleaann^  bat  no  ocoaideratlon  dioald  induce 
him  to  ac*  agonal  it;  Oat  we  moat  not  reaent  a 
pannt'a  lifjories;  teOa  him  to  have  patieDoe,  and  wait 
tot  hia  reward."  Henry  thni  pleaded  In  hia  inatEfi- 
oation  the  wnxwa  of  hu  natira  oonntiy — Ireland— 
inflicted  by  tbe  Britiah  Qorenmient. 

Henry  came  down  to  Waahlngtao,  and  ato^^wd  at 
Tnalinaoo'e,  where  dt^onant  aaw  him.  He  afteF- 
warda  removed  to  Georgetown,  to  the  honee  of  one 
Dari^  an  aaetkoieer,  where  the  deponent  viaited  bim 
ereiy  day,  and  Ibmid  him  alwaya  ocoiqtied.  Depo- 
nent widted  for  hia  dladoaarea,  not  having  any  dia- 
— '"—  *-  yiy  Into  tda  aecreCa  ;  bnt  Henry  w 


- . ,  in  expectation  tfcal  h. 

might  oommnnicata  hii  prqjeota ;  bat  he  waa  Btm  re- 
aerred.  After  dinner  tbey  retnmed,  and  while  in  the 
carriage,  Heniy  tella  deponent  "  ^u*  be  haa  giut 
ooofidenoe  in  Um  ;  that  ha  (deponent)  baa  been  here 


with  muj  body,  bat  thon^t  Hr.  Uonroa  a  moat  virttt- 
ona  and  rei^Mtable  man. 

Deomant  rgnalned  aeroral  day*  widiont  bearing 
any  thii^  more,  mitti  one  moicii^  at  7  o'clock,  Henty 
oame  Into  bit  wartment  and  aaid— "  Crillon  t  yoa 
mnat  aall  me  St  Martiat,"  [an  eatate  of  the  daponenta 
in  Lebenr,  near  the  Spamah  frontier  ;1  '*  yon  luTe 
the  title  papera  with  yon.  My  name  vrill  be  reaooed 
from  chlirion  by  UtIiw  near  Crillm,  the  habitation 
of  yoor  anceaton,  and  of  a  man  who  haa  been  my 
friend.'  Dcnment  anaiaered  that  he  had  no  otgeo- 
tion ;  and,  if  Hemy  on  aeeiiig  the  pr^er^  wa«  not 
aatiafied,  be  would  ^re  orden  to  Ma  agentm  Frmea 
to  canoel  the  baigain.  The  ewniTanee  wa*  accord- 
in^y  made.*  Hemy  left  deponent,  when  Hr.  Brent, 
to  irtiom  Heaiy  waa  not  introdaoad,  same  into  tbe 
deponent's  apartment.  About  this  time,  deponent 
reoelTed  fonr  ananymooa  threatening  leCtera,  and  waa 
adriaed  by  hia  tHends  that  he  waa  anrroouded  by 
araea:  bnt  he  told  them  that  he  had  nothing  to  fear — 
that  be  was  "  ta—ptir  et  tau  reprwAt."  By  one  ot 
theae  lettera  I  was  advised  to  leave  Ak  dty  before 
13  o'dook,  aa  a  paraos  had  jnat  airiTed  from  London 
wilb  orden  to  anest  me. 

MaanirtillB  mmora  cinmlated  TB17  generally  to 
the  deponent's  pngndice,  and  he  waa  nnder  tbe  necaa 


*  This  wig  quite  so  extamporsneaai  meChed  of  asEUngaa 
tste.  Tonadat  thabuHctloQ  mora  lnlalU(lbl«,ltniar 
be  known  that  Henry  was  paid  tBO,OOI)  at  that  time  by  the 
merteui  Ontarainant  tat  Us  dlsslHona,  and  it  may  be 
ippoead  that  this  Impronpta  porchssa  of  "  A.  MarUat,  On 
Hiloa  Mtets  la  £«i*v,  Hor  tta  yhmHsr  <i^  ^Mte,"  waa 
metliod  which  tlia  two  roniaaUc  Meeda  took  to  dlrjda  the 
■oner  wUeh  they  had  aamtd. 
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•1(7  «f  vindicating  hit  rfi>nwtor,  ud  of  tarnadng 
tbe  sntlior  of  thowTrapoitt, 

The  M«n>ge  of  the  Prendant  gm  tlie 
Oa  ant  intvUigoiM  ct  tbe  titw  itata  of  tbi 

Benij  told  tba  deponent  that  k  Ur,  Qilvaiy,  or 
GiUinaf,  freni  QmImc,  had  oome  to  him  at  Mew 
York,  to  pcmiade  him  to  go  to  Canada ;  bat  Baiij 
•aid  ''  be  *o^  not — that  the  Bnbioon  war 

Heiuy  ki^  the  fint  eeapany  at  BoMoo. 

Beina  qoeelloiMd  if  Heuj  had  menlioiMd  tk» 
namea  of  an;  panon  witft  whom  lie  had  ooofvred  I 
dapoiMnt  anivM«d  "  Nom." 

Deponent  landed  at  Boaton,  Deoomber  M,  IBll . 
Maid  there  abaat  tan  or  twelre  dajh  ^^dted  Gov- 
onor  Qmj  twioe. 

Qneetioa — Do  yon  kiKnr  where  Bsmy  Ii  now  t 

Antwer — No.  B7  reuM,  1  hear  ha  i«  in  Nnr 
Tork. 

Deuuent  bft  Boaton  in  the  pmblle  rt^a.  Heat; 
WB*  alaa  ■  paimger.  Bat  at  Near  HiTan  dapcawl 
took  a  private  oairii^e  to  bioualC 

COUNT  E.  DE  CBILLON. 

The  report  having  been  read,  was,  oa  motioii 
of  Hr.  FoKtSK,  grdered  to  lie  rak  the  table. 


FBn>i.T,  Uarch  20. 

Admiirion  qfLoaUiana, 

The  bill  tor  the  admiMon  of  the  State  of 

Lonlraaaa  into  tbe  Union,  aod  to  extend  tbe 

1&W8  of  tbe  United  Biatea  thereto,  wu  read  a 

tiiird  time,  and  passed,  without  oebate — jtm 

-~       folWa : 


79,  na;*  2B, 

Tuuk — wntiam  Andenon,  Sterenaoo  Aicber,  Eae- 
kielBaooD,  David.  Bard,  BnrweU  Bawelt,  Wniiam 
W.  Bibb,  William  Blwljedg«,  Adun  Bojd,  Jamae 
Breclcanridge,  Kobeit  Brown,  William  A.  Borwell, 
WilliuD  Bntlar,  Matthew  Clar,  Lewie  Cocdiot,  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  Boget  DaTia,  John  Dawaoa,  Samuel 
Dinunoor,  William  Findlaj,  Jamea  Fiik,  Maehack 
Franklin,  Tbomai  Gboleon,  Tbomaa  R.  Gold,  PelBT- 
no  Goodwui,  Edwin  Gny,  luiah  L.  Gieen,  Fells 
Qraod;,  Boiling  Ball,  Obed  Hall,  John  A  Harper, 
Ajilett  Hawea,  J»cob  Hoftr,  John  M.  Hjneman, 
Bichard  H.  Johauu,  Philip  B.  Kej,  William  R.  King, 
Abnei  Laoook,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndei,  Aaron 
L;le,  William  McCo;,  Samael  McKee,  Aiexander 
MoKun,  Aranah  Uetoal^  Samuel  L,  Uitehill,  Jai»- 
miah  Horow,  Hogh  Kelaon,  Anthoi^  New,  Tbtxnaa 
Newbold,  Thomas  Kewton,  Stephen  Omibj,  leraal 


B^d,  John  Khea,  Jobo  Roane,  WiUiaoi  Rodman, 
Ebeneiar  Saga,  Ebaoeter  SeaTsr,  Samnel  Shaw, 
DEtniel  Sbefl^,  John  Smilie,  Gscvge  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Itiabard  Stanford,  Samnel  Taggart,  John 
TBliaTeno,  Uri  Trac;,  George  H.  Troup,  Cbarlea 
IWnar,  Juaior,  Pierre  Van  ^irtlandt,  joniar,  Robert 
Wbitehill,  David  S.  WiUiunis  Thomu  W11k», 
Bobert  Wri^t,  and  Kiobard  Wyno. 

Kats. — Barmanoi  Bleecker,  Epaphroditna  Cham- 
[non,  H  irtin  Chittenden,  Williun  El;,  Junea  Emott, 
Aia  fitch,  Richard  Jnclcaon,  jnnlor,  Lirmaa  Law, 
Joieph  Lewia,  junior,  Robert  Le  Ro;  Livingston, 
Jamea  Ulluor,  Jonathan  0.  Mowl;,  Joaaph  Pesraon, 


TnsDAT,  March  34. 

Limitation  tff  Clainit  MiOt«  6 

The  House  proceeded  to  oonader  tlie  report 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  folktw- 
Ing  resolntion: 

"  Raolned,  That  It  la  expedlODt  t*  make  [ii  11 1  Mm 
bj  law  far  the  pa;meBt  of  the  fcUowiag  rtiwuipMiaii 
oT  daima,  to  wit: — I.  Loan  oOoa  oartifieauaj  1 
Indanti  of  intereat  on  pnUle  debt ;  S.  Final  at^ 
maot  oartifioatea;  i.  CommiirioDcn'  oartificatet;  k. 
Aim;  oertificBlea ;  &  Ciadili  given  in  liea  of  an; 
oertificatM  cascoDad;  7.  Cnidila  lor  the  pa;  of 
die  army  br  wUch  no  oaitificatea  wai«  iaaoed;  i. 
Invalid  pendotx;  8.  Loat  or  daatniTed  ocrtiScaka- 
Dotwithatanding  an;  atatate  of  '■n'***''^''  lo  tbe  Mb- 
tnr;,  nndar  «Doh  reaBrictioo*  at  dull  inann  pn;aart 
ont;to  tba  ori^nal  dalmant,  hia  heiiB,  azecaUi^  tr 


.   .    .  _  o  brmg  ID  a  bin  [mr- 

saant  thereto. 

Frmtih  ^tiatioiu. 

Itr,  TrtTts  Bud  that  he  held  Id  hb  hand  a 
statement  and  repreaeotatiou,  on  oath,  <tf  Cap- 
tain Samuel  Cbew,  of  New  Haven,  tn  the  Stue 
of  Ooonecticnt,  vbicb  be  would  beg  leave  to 
preaeot  to  the  Eonae.  Captain  Chew  stalt^ 
that  be  was  snpereargo  on  board  the  brig 
Thamea,  and  on  the  IBth  of  Jamutry,  181S, 
■ailed  tmm  St.  Ubes,  bound  to  Kew  Haven, 
with  a  eat^  of  salt  aitd  frnit;  that  on  the  Id 
of  Jnlj  following,  the  brig  was  taken  pojwsiw 
of  b;  a  FreDcb  sqoadron,  connstiog  ttt  two 
fHgates  of  fortf-fonr  gons  each,  and  a  sloop  <t 
war  of  sixteen  gans,  noder  tbe  commaad  of 
Oomniodore  Forretin,  and  that  he  was  told  by 
the  officer  boarding  bim,  that  tbe  brig  would 
be  burnt  the  next  morning.  That  the  offices 
of  the  sqoadron  informed  him  that  the;  sukd 
from  Nantee  on  the  Sib  of  January.  That  oa 
board  tbe  Frenoh  veaaela  were  the  or«ws  of  tha 
ahtp  Asia,  from  Philadelphia,  bound  to  Uiboa, 
and  of  the  brig  G^erahom,  of  Daxbnr;,  liM 
from  BoatoQ,  boond  lo  Oporto,  both  laden  wilk 

"1  and  flour.  That  the  offioen  of  theH|Md- 
ruu  informed  bim,  that^  <m  the  17th  and  nd  <i 
January,  they  had  captured  and  burnt  the  Aof 
Asia  and  brig  Oerabom.  He  abo  states  that  bt 
inqniredoftAo  Commodore  the  reasons  of  bnra- 
ing  them,  and  waa  informed  by  him  that  hi 
bad  orders  from  the  Government  lo  bora  ill 
Amerioau  vessela  sailing  to  or  from  an  eneou'i 
port  That,  on  the  8d  of  Febraory,  tbe  CoBh 
modore  put  oa  board  the  Iliames  the  cwtaini 
of  the  vessels  burnt,  beiiw  ihirt;- 
seven  in  number,  to  be  landed  id  tbe  first  port, 
and  that,  on  tbe  ISth  da;  of  July,  he  bsded 
them  at  Bt.  Bartholomews.  Oqitain  Obeir 
states  likewise,  that  when  the  Commodore  n- 
leased  the  Thames,  be  gave  him  a  dooaroeat  or 

iting,  subscribed  with  bia  own  hand,  lad 
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written  in  the  Frendi  hagna^,  and  whleh  ie 
umexed  to  hia  (t«teiii«nt.  Thw  doooment  oon- 
taiiu  k  list  of  lumu  of  tbe  man  oompoaiDg  the 
Oram  of  the  tssmU  uptnred;  it  iiao  Btates 
tiut  they  were  captured  on  voyages  tfaia  Phila- 
delphia and  Boston  to  lisbon,  Isden  with  gnuQ 
and  flonr,  by  Ae  dtvidon  under  the  oommand 
of  Hoodeor  Forretin,  Member  of  the  Legion  of 
Honor,  and  that  tiief  were  oaptared  in  poren- 
anoe  of  the  instraotions  of  the  UitUBter  of 
Hturine  and  the  Coloiuea. 

Mr.  P.  aud  that  tills  Btatement.  with  tlie 
original  document  annexed,  in  the  Freneh  lan- 
guage, and  nnder  the  hand  of  the  commodore 
c^the  squadron,  had  been  forwarded  here,  for 
the  information  of  the  QoTemment;  that  the 
character  of  Ci^Uin  Ohew  was  snoh  as  to  en- 
title him  to  fall  credit  wherever  he  was  known. 
BeUering,  therefore,  oa  he  did,  in  the  troth  of 
tbeaa  statemeutB,  and  tliat  the  docnment  on- 
aeasi  is  gennine,  lie  thoo^t  it  hi«  datj  to 
present  it  to  the  Home  for  thenr  inforauttioo. 
lie  Eoose,  after  hearing  them  read,  oon  dispose 
of  thwi  by  referring  tbem  to  the  Seoretaiy  (^ 
Btate,  or  otherwise,  as  tbej  maj  think  proper. 

The  pwers  presented  bj  Ur.  Pnxiii  having 

Hr.  UoKdc  moved  Aat  tbi^  lie  on  the  table 
until  time  dkonld  be  aSbrded  for  the  arrival  of 
those  perMU  hi  the  United  Btatee  whose  testi* 
mon;  might  eonflrm  the  &sts  stated. 

Mr.  PiTKiK  also  wished  them  to  lie  on  the 
table,  that  they  might  be  eumhied  br  gentle- 
men, and  i«ceire  that  attention  to  which  the 
importance  of  their  oontents  might  entitle  them. 

The  popen  were  acoordingly  ordered  to  Ue 
on  the  table. 

TinrBSDi.T,  April  3. 
Virffinia  Military  Bounty  Lani. 

Hi.  "Syumv,  ft«m  ihe  oomndttee  to  whom 
the  BDbJeot  hod  been  referred,  mode  a  report, 
coDoJnding  with  the  following  resolution; 

RttoUed,  That  proriBon  attonld  b«  mads  for  secur- 
ing to  both  i^cna  and  loldien  of  thg  Reyolntionary 
tamj  at  Virginia  on  that  Mtabliahmeat,  In  the  laai 
M'  Ma  serrioe  oT  tlu>  uid  Stats,  the  bonnty  land* 
vlucA  were  promind  to  them,  elthsr  by  lav  or  reso- 
Indon  of  the  laid  CtMnmonwiudth,  out  of  the  landi 
not  otberwiae  umpriated,  and  Ijina  on  ths  nnrth- 
vut  oTthe  rirer  Oblo,  iridua  tbs  VirginiB  ceadon,  to 
ba  of  good  qnalitj,  aoMrding  to  the  Irw  intent  and 
mnoing  of  tha  promiaoi  made  on  tin  port  of  Vir- 

C\;  and  that  if  a  anStdeDcj  of  good  laud,  within 
nxiaiiing.  rfVmuaid,  oamiot  then  bs  GMnd,  that 
thanbonnlioi  diaH  be  tatbfled  oat  of  aoj  other  pnb- 
Bo  laadi  vf  flle  United  State*  not  otherwise  appro- 


U<»mAT,  April  6. 

PubUeatitm  qf  Secret  J*rMMding». 

Ur.  OsinniT,  from  a  committee  which  bad 

been  appointed  while  the  Honse  was  oitting 

with  cloMd  doors,  made  Ou  fiJlowtng  repwt : 


[H.  o>  K. 

to  whom  w>«  refeired  the  reaoln- 
tioQ  directing  an  inqniiy  lo  be  made,  vbetber  there 
haJ  beon  taj,  and  if  anj,  what  rioiatian  of  the  n- 
cnej  inipond  l^  thi*  Home,  dniieg  tha  ptesent  tf- 
lion,  as  to  certun  of  its  proceedings,  have,  according 
to  Older,  proceeded  in  aaid  inquiry,  and  beg  leare  to 
rtate,  that,  nnder  the  anthoritf  with  which  they  wers 
[nrerind  by  the  Honie,  Ihej  tnTo  citued  to  come  be- 
fbce  them  (bar  witnessei,  whoee  i 
ifonowi,tawiti 
Chaafe*  Pi«Dti«  state*  that  be  fnnilihed  to  the 
Spirit  at  Seren^-ux,"  ■ 
the  p  ■      ■  ■ 


rhoee  teatimoD/  on  oath  is 


*•  h 

him  to  write  uiid  paragraph,  from  any  member  of 
Congren  or  officer  of  tlu  Hooso.  Cpon  beEng  inter- 
TMUed,  he  itates  that  he  received  the  whole  of  hi* 
iniormatioa  from  Nathaniel  RoansiTell,  one  of  the 
editor*  of  the  Aleinndria  Herald  ;  that  he  received 
it  on  Wednesday  lale  at  night,  and  he  aaked  of  Mr. 
BomiMvell  vbether  Ihe  injanction  of  lecrsey  had 
been  removed.  Bonnaavell  replied  that  he  bad  not 
ittqulied.  On  Thursday  morning  the  iriCneH  ipoke 
to  some  of  Oia  member*  on  the  inbject,  and  fran 
Ibdr  eeadnct  be  wu  aatlafied  that  Iba  In^nnction  of 
Bsoraqy  had  not  been  remavedt  notwitbrtanding 
which,  the  witnesi  sent  the  paragrapb  above  allndea 
^  to  the  edlton  of  the  Spiric  at  Seventy-Six  <ni 
Thtmdav. 

John  11.  Carter  and  Jamei  B.  Carter,  editor*  of 
the  "  Sjririt  of  Seveoty-Sii,"  rtate  th«t  they  received 
from  Mr,  Frentiu,  in  -writing,  the  etatement  which 
appeared  in  th^  pep*r ;  that  they  received  no  in- 
fbrmatiim  on  the  nUijeet  &om  any  memtMr  or  offloer 
rf  the  Home. 

Nal^aoiel  RonnmTell,  upon  being  intemgated, 
*^a  he  conpossd  the  paragraph  which  appeared  hi 
the  Alexandria  Herald  of  Friday  laat,  oontaidng 
a  •latament  of  the  teoret  prooeeding*  of  the  Honae 
of  Repreientativefl  npon  the  loliieot  of  the  embargo  ; 
diet  b*  on  Wednesday  night,  after  the  ■dJOQimnent 
of  (he  Houe,  derived  m  part  of  the  ioformatiGn,  on 
whiidi  ha  wa*  enabled  to  give  Che  detailed  account, 
from  the  oonveraation  of  membera  of  the  Hooae  with 
whom  he  accidentally  fell  in  company  ;  that  he  waa 
acqmunted  with  the  member*,  and  they  vifli  him ; 
they  knew  he  was  preaent ;  he  partook  in  some  de- 
gree Id  tha  oonveiMmon. 

QnestioD  by  tiie  comroitlee— From  the  eonveraa- 
don  of  whst  membeis  did  yon  collect  the  information 


heMT 

Witneaa  reftiaed  to  uiwer. 

Qoeatioo  3 — Bave  yon  eeen  the  members  alloded 
to^  or  any  of  them,  once  yon  firat  ^ipeared  before 
this  committee  on  Saturday  lait? 

Witnesa  likewise  refued  to  answer  this  ioterroga- 

Whersapon  [t  la  ordered  by  the  oommlttee  that  the 
Sergeant'et-Arm*  detain  laid  RcnnaaTell  in  bla  cos- 
tcdj  imtil  tlia  pleaaore  of  the  Hoose  of  ReinesentO' 
tlve*  relative  to  Ifae  oondnct  of  said  irttosaa  can  be 


After   the   report  was  reail,  Mr.  Gborut 
oflhred  the  fcdkwiDg  r«aolatiiHi  for  oonuden- 
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PtMuatiim  ^  Stem  PrtoaaUfgt. 


[AnM^lBU. 


-  "£Md««4TbattlMSem«lt-U-Ajiiii  be  directed 
ta  Mng  tbt  nid  HMhauierRonimTcIl  to  tbs  bu-  of 
tbe  Hinnt  ^^***  *"  •n*mr  aioh  qiMMioiN  m  mtj  it 
propmrndsd  to  him  hj  tba  Spedur,  imdw  the  dirao- 
tiOD  oF  tkfl  Hook.'     ' 

Mnch  deenltoij  diiooMion  tiwk  pli 
tbe  mode  of  prooeeding  in  tfaia  owe,  the  Ibrm 
of  tbe  proposed  order,  its  oonformUj  to  pre- 
cedent^ &0j  in  which  HeMrs.  Prntiii,  LioooB, 
Bhkifet,  Tboup,  Taluui>ob,  Obciidt,  Fuk, 
ud  WnraiRT,  took  pftrt.  This  discnasion  - 
salted  in  the  propontfon  of  a  preamble  to 
motion,  bj  Itr.  ubundt,  reoiung  the  gronnda 
of  the  order. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

On  tnotioD  of  Hr.  Gbciidt,  the  aeleot  

mittee  were  then  disch»rg«d  from  tha  farther 
oonsideratioD  of  the  snbject. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Gbuhdt,  it  waa  resolved 
that  several  interrogatorieB  oont^ned  in  »  p^ter 
which  he  offered  to  the  Hdom,  ehonld  be  pro- 
posed to  the  witness. 

ID-.  Btfkwcu,  Boggested  th»  propriety  of  al- 
]owing  this  person  oonnsel;  but  withdraw  ^e 
•nggestLon,  on  its  bdng  remarked,  ttiat  this  per- 
son appeared  befi^e  the  Hooaa  in  the  eharaoter 
of  s  witness,  not  a  criminal,  and  that  it  v 
not  nsnal  for  a  witness  to  appear  bj  ooonseL 

Ur.  RoQDsavell  was  then  bronobt  to  the  h 
of  the  Uonse  bj  the  Sergeant-at-Amis. 

After  some  hesitation  on  the  part  of  tbe  wit- 
ness to  take  the  oath  reqaired,  he  wm  ewom, 
in  the  nsoal  form  ot  oath  administered  to  wit- 
nesses. 

The  first  int«rro^ator7  agreed  to  hj  the 
House  was  pnt  to  him  b;  the  Speaker,  in  the 
following  words:  "From  the  oonversation  of 
what  memben  did  f  oa  eolleot  the  information 
of  which  fon  have  spoken  in  yovt  deposition 
before  the  committee  t 

To  this  question  tbe  wibiess  answered  in 
these  words :  "  I  refbsed  to  answer  that  q^aes- 
tion  when  before  the  oommittee,  and  I  oontmae 
steadfast  in  that  refusal." 

The  witness  was  ordered  to  withdraw,  and 
the  Speaker  reported  his  answer  to  the  Hottse ; 
having  deemed  it  nnneoessaiy,  on  his  refdsal  to 
answer  tlie  flret,  to  pn^tonnd  any  other  of  the 
qnestions. 

Ur.  Setbzbt,  after  staluig  his  indiapoeilion 
to  encroMh  on  the  rights  of  the  dtiien,  whidi, 
however,  most  jield  to  the  superior  rights  of 
the  nation,  whioh  required  them  to  act  in  tliia 
case,  snggeated  the  propriety  of  recommitting 
this  person  to  the  custody  of  the  Sergeant- 
at-Anns  nntj]  fhrther  order  should  be  taken  by 
the  House)  and  preventlnghimin  tliemeen  time 
from  oommDnioating  with  thoae  from  whose 
conversation  he  might  have  derived  his  infor- 
mation. With  this  view  he  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Raofvei,  Hist  KsthMdel  Romuavell  be  nommlttMl 
to  the  enitody  of  the  Se^^esnt-st-Aimt  until  fnrtlHr 
order,  vid  tbiit  in  the  mean  tiioe  he  be  ptednded 
from  all  inlenxnim  or  coiiTenKtioii  with  aoj  pwioo 
or  periaoi  other  than  the  Se^esnt-at-Amu. 


The  qnestjon  on  strikutf  ont  so  moc^  of  Um 
motion  as  predodea  the  witoees  from  oonvusft- 
tion  with  aaj  one  tinlees  in  the  preaeooe  and 
hearing  of  the  Sergeant-at- Anns,  waa  decided  as 
follows — yeas  0S ;  nays  23. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  tlte  motiaB 
as  Jost  amended,  vis : 

"  That  Vmthaiiiel  KaanMTetl  be  oommhtad  to  tbe 
OTutody  of  the  Sageant-at-JLnn*  until  the  fnrtfacT 
ordert  of  tba  House.' 

TfaeqnestioD  was  taken  on  the  reaolaSon,  and 
it  passed  by  &  very  large  mtuority. 


TcnsAT,  April  T. 
Piiblieation  ^  Stertt  I 
A  letter  was  laid  before  the  Honae  from  Na- 
thaniel Boonaavejl,  the  witaeai  now  in  the  ens- 
tody  of  the  Sergeantrat-Arms.  The  letter  dis- 
dauns  any  intention  to  have  violstod  tbeteqiaet 
due  to  tiie  House  by  the  publication  whioh  be 
had  made;  it  deolaree  Uat  the  oonTcraatioe 
whioh  the  writer  had  was  inadvertent,  as  be 
believes,  on  die  part  of  the  members  who  par- 
took in  it,  and  entirely  witiwmt  amy  intention  on 
their  part,  ••  he  beUevee,  to  violate  the  order 
of  tin  Honae;  that  be  had  been  reAued  by  tbe 
comndttea  an  t^ipOTtanity  to  explain  bis  Usti- 
mony ;  md  that  hh  only  motive  for  refusing  t* 
answer  waa,  that  if  he  were  to  answer  the  quw- 
tira  as  pr^Munded  to  him,  it  might  have  the 
efibet  <a  erindnating  those  who  biid  committed 
DO  crime,  and  from  whose  oonversatiou,  bet 
for  previous  and  sabeequent  knowledge,  be  oooU 
not  have  aeoertuned  that  en  embargo  had  been 
the  snbject  of  discosuon,  &o. 

Mr.  SuLiK  said  it  was  in  his  power,  he  be- 
lieved, to  make  s  statement  to  tbe  House  which 
would  procure  a  discharge  oi  this  man.  Had 
the  original  motion  sacceeded  yesterday,  bs 
should  then  have  risen  and  stated  what  be 
was  now  about  to  say,  beoBose  he  had  been  deter- 
mined that  the  man  Ehonld  not  suffer.  I  da 
tielieve,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  the  sobetance  trf  tbe 
information  which  Ifr.  Ronnsavell  pablisbed  ta 
his  paper,  he  did  derive  from  conversation  of 
myself  with  others;  whether  he  got  other  00-- 
lienlars  from  oUier  memhera,  I  know  not.  The 
mrianoe  was  this:  The  night  the  embst^ 
Mssed  this  House,  I  met  with  a  member 
who' was  absent,  and  ignorant  of  what  had 
passed.  Upon  meeting  with  this  gentleman  be 
mqnired  of  me  what  had  beui  donel  I  hiidy 
toM  him,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  Itr. 
Ronnssvell  was  In  sncfa  a  eitaation  as  to  bear 
what  I  said.  Having  made  thb  statemMl,  I 
will  make  a  few  other  remarks.  I  bad  a  seat 
inOiMigreH  when  esoh  of  tbe  former  embaigDes 
under  this  constitution  were  laid.  The  tnode  in 
which  they  oamo  before  the  Eonse  was  in  those 
esses  SQoh  as  to  enaUe  ns  to  keep  them  seoreL 
In  every  instance  exoept  the  present,  the  fint 
Intimation  relative  to  the  embargo  came  fiom 
the  Prudent  to  the  House  in  s  confidential 
shape,  ai^  the  doors  were  immediately  dosed 
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What  was  the  fact  in  tliis  case !  The 
originated  ia  the  Committee  of  Foreisn  Rela- 
tions. It  was  propoaed  there  that  it  ^oold  be 
kept  secret;  vben  a  member  of  the  committee 
rose  Aud  declared  he  would  not  be  boond^ — he 
-would  not  keep  it  a  eecret.  This  destrojed  at 
once  the  efficaoy  of  anj  snoh  determination  on 
the  part  of  the  committee ;  we  might  as  well 
hare  discnased  the  subject  with  open  doors  as 
-with  closed  doors,  had  it  not  been  fWim  respect 
to  the  MesMge  of  the  President  reoommending 
R  different  course.  What  was  published  in  the 
Strald,  therefore,  was  of  no  importance ;  when 
the  so^ect  of  disoiudon  was  icnown  to  all,  it 
was  of  very  little  oonaequeaoe  to  know  who 
iras  cbvrman,  and  who  spoke,  and  how  manj 
voted.  If  the  House  must  have  a  victim,  and 
it  appears  to  me  some  gentlemen  would  be  very 
wilHug  to  have  one,  I  offer  mjself  In  the  room 
of  tbis  man ;  he  has  saffered  too  mnoh  alreadj. 
The  quo  antmo  oonstitutea  the  eeaenoe  of  every 
orijiie ;  it  cannot  then  be  supposed,  after  the 
-worm  support  I  hare  nven  to  tbis  measure,  that 
I  ooold  nave  any  onfriendly  intention  towards 
it.  I  well  know  the  powws  of  this  Hoose ;  and 
I  know  the  hmits  of  those  powers.  The  House 
will  take  snch  steps  as  they  think  proper.  I 
have  taken  my  ground ;  I  am  prepared  for  the 
event.  He  womd  farther  observe  that  in  rela- 
ticm  to  the  so^icion  of  memberu  having  infli 
Mwed  BoDiuavell  to  refuse  to  answer,  that  b 
had  not  seen  him  from  the  time  of  the  eonvei 
■ation  he  had  stated  nntil  after  his  appearing 
before  the  committee  and  refusing  to  answer. 

Ur.  Bmilie  was  asked  to  name  the  member 
of  the  Committee  of  Fordgn  Kelationa,  to  whom 
he  had  jnat  alluded,  and  replied  that  his  namt 
was  no  secret — it  was  Mr.  Randolph. 

Mr.  Calbouk  Bud  that  the  member  of  the 
Cotmnittee  of  Foreicpi  Relatione,  (Mr.  Eak- 
noif  H,)  to  whom  allnaion  had  been  made,  not 
being  in  his  seat,  he  would  state  how  the  foot 
jtM  stated  had  occurred  in  the  committee. 
That  gentleman  stated  (aud  Mr.  0.)  that  he  hod 
donbts  of  the  power  of  the  committee  to  com- 
pel htm  to  secrecy;  bnt  the  gentleman  also 
Moled  that  be  badjost  returned  from  Baltimore, 
wWe  he  found  tbe  British  Oonsnl  possessed 
fike  knowledge  of  an  intended  embsr^,  and 
that  a  greet  commercial  house  was  acting  on  it, 
and  therefore  he  did  not  feel  it  his  doty  to  keep 
it  secret.  I,  sir,  was  the  one  who  made  tbe 
motion  that  our  proceeding  ahonld  be  confiden- 
tiaL  After  the  atatement  made  by  tbe  gentle. 
nan  from  Virginia,  that  be  should  feel  it  his 
dot;  to  proolum  the  fact  combined  with  other 
sircamatancetj  I  did  not  feel  so  strongly  tbe  ob- 
batKM],  and  the  motion  for  secrecy  was  waived. 
Under  tlie  impression  that  it  was  no  longer  a 
duty  to  confine  the  knowledge  of  this  tranaao- 
tioQ^Qie  bOMtm  of  the  committee,  I  mentioned 
it  to  Uie  gentleman  fivm  Bceton  and  other  com' 
nwrdol  cities,  that  they  might  be  aware  of  the 
treoatction ;  I  did  it  from  a  sense  of  doty,  that 
tbey  ought  be  as  well  informed  on  thia  head  as 
ether  members  of  the  Honse. 
Toi-  I?.— «4 
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[H.  or  B. 

Mr.  QuiRCT  rose  to  state  the  ctronmstanoes 
as  they  bad  oceurred  on  the  day  alloded  to,  ani^ 
he  bad  it  in  bis  power  to  do  so,  because,  antici- 
pating that  some  difflonlty  might  arise,  and 
wishing  to  relieve  himself  from  blame,  he  hod 
on  the  morning  after  the  ooenrrence,  committed 
it  to  paper,  as  follows : 

"UucB  31,  1812. 

"  HmoaAKDUK. — Mr.  Cilhonn,  of  South  Carolina, 
>  msmber  of  the  oraunitiM  of  Foreiga  Rslationi, 
thi*  day  Infomitd  me  th&t '  ths  Committes  of  For- 
eign Bdationa  had  come  to  ■  detenniDation  that  an 
embargo  should  b«  jiroposed  to  Congrea  for  its 
odqition  to-mocrow.'  I  oiked  him  if  I  was  at  liberty 
to  menUoD  this  as  a  fact  fh>m  him.  He  replied  that 
'  I  WM  at  liberty.'  He  laid  '  tbat  the  gentlemen  of 
tbe  committee  were  geneTBlIy  of  opinion  that  the  nib- 
ject  ahonld  be  kept  Mcret.  Bnt  Mc.  Randolph,*  ods  i£ 
the  committee,  bad  deolored  that  he  wonld  not  oauider 
himnlf  boond  to  any  mob  obligation.  Tbe  cammit- 
tM,  thenfore,  had  thonght  that  it  was  hot  fair  Co  give 
an  e<iuBl  ohance  to  all  the  seuUemea  io  Congresa. 
And  that  be  ioformad  me  of  the  laot,  as  a  membei 
ban  a  commercial  town,  in  order  tbot  I  might  com- 
mnnicala  it  to  my  meroaatile  frienda ' 

"  1  looD  after  went  to  him  and  aakod  bim,  '  whether 
the  embargo  would  come  a»  an  EiconliTe  reoom- 
mendatioD.'  He  replied,  '  I  do  not  deem  myself  an- 
thoriud  to  aoawer  that  qnestion.' 

"  I  End  the  tame  inTonnntion  has  been  oommunf- 
coted  by  other  membera  of  the  committal  to  varioiu 
member*  of  Congieu. 

"JOSIAH  qUINCT." 

*  "Mr.  Calbonn  has  dnce  italed  lo  me,  that  the 
reasons  given  by  Mr.  Randolph  for  refnsing  to  agree 
to  the  injmiDtion  of  secrecy  were,  Int.  That  he 
doubted  thsrizht  ofthe  oommittee  to  ei^joinsecrecv; 
2d.  That  having  jnit  returned  from  Baltimore,  he 
bad  hoard,  while  In  tbat  ci^,  that  the  Intentian  to 
lay  an  emliargti  woa  already  known  in  that  oity,  and 
that  the  Bridah  Coosol  and  a  great  meroan^  house 
there  were  then  acting  on  the  mftemation.    J.  Q." 

Mr.  SirBBBT  said,  after  what  had  been  stated 
by  bis  colleagne,  it  was  very  evident  that  the 
information  which  had  fonnd  its  way  to  the 
public  had  been  inadvertently  cotnmtmicoted  by 
a  member ;  and  he  hoped  the  House  was  sotls- 
fled  with  the  reenlt.  When  be  made  the  origi- 
nal motion,  yesterday,  for  detaining  this  person, 
Mr.  B.  said  he  was  desirous  of  a  modiflcatioB 
he  had  not  contemplated  so  rigorous  a 
oonfinement  as  it  would  perhaps  have  compre- 
hended. He  was  now  perfectly  saljafiei^  and 
considered  it  his  dnty  to  move  that  the  witness 
be  discharged  b<a&  the  otistodj  of  the  Sei^eant- 
at-Arm^ 

Mr.  RoBSBTB  waax>ppoMd  to  diadtargingtha 
itneee  ontil  be  had  explained  a  sentence  M  his 
letter  to  the  Bpeako-,  in  which  he  had  asserted 
that  he  was  not  permitted  lo  explun  his  testi- 
mony. The  fact  waa,  that  the  committee  had 
acted  with  the  greatest  patience  and  liberality 
towards  the  witness,  and  extended  to  him  every 
indolgcnce  in  their  power,  andhisassertipn  was 
therefore  nnwananled. 

Mr.  Maoor,  in  the  abeetice  of  Mr.  Rutoolp^ 
thought  proper  to  remark  that  he  had  heard  of 
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J)  in  BaltimDre,  sod  tie  reOort  had 
bnmght  bim  here.  It  appeared,  then,  it  wa°  "" 
Moret  at  all.  This  wai  the  first  inatanoe,  ui- 
deed,  Mr.  IL  said,  in  ibu  GovernineDt  in  which 
>  committee  had  nndertaken  to  make  a  aeoret 
for  itself.  So  moll  power  of  a  committee 
recognized  b;  the  Hoase.  Being  oonfidentiallj 
referred  bj  the  Honse  to  a  committte,  they 
most  in  that  case  act  on  it  tn  the  aame  manner ; 
otherwise  there  waa,  perhaps,  no  obligation. 
He  did  not  belieTe  there  waa  a  man  In  the  na- 
tioo  who  wootd  be  farther  from  doing  a  dishon- 
orable act  than  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
whose  name  hid  1>een  called  in  qneation. 

Mr.  Sktbbbi  eaid,  alter  what  had  paawd, 
he  preanmed  every  one  was  aatMed  there  wat 
no  oooaaioD  to  pnraae  tbe  Laqairr,  and 
witneaa  had  aoMnitted  to  the  aalhority  of  tha 
Hoose,  he  moved  tbe  following  reeotution 

BoBlvtd,  Thst  NaOatdel  RonBiaTsU,  tww  I 
eoModf  of  the  9eTSNUit-at-Ainu  of  thii  Htnua,  fbr 
oontatnpt  ofiti  ■nuroritjr  ip  not  aiuwaii 
ttoni  propoondad  to  Mm  by  cu'dar  of  lbs 
IngMdnutttd  to  aunrer,  uid  paned^~ 
eontempt,  be  dlachuged  ftom  Mid  ao 

The  qnestion  waa  then  taken  on  Mr.  Sn- 
Burr's  motion,  and  carried  witbont  oppodtion ; 
and  the  Sergeant-at-Arme  was  ordered  to  dia- 
eharge  the  witoeaaee  from  confinement ;  and 
then,  on  motion,  the  Honae  a^joomed  nntil  to- 


Thubbdat,  April  S. 

Tvtportatunntf  Brititk  Good*. 

The  House  resolved  itaelf  into  a  Committee 

ot  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the 

portation  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandiae, 

Dsdar  certain  drcnmatAnoea,  bota  Great  Brit~ 

ain,  her  ooloniea  <x  dependencies, 

Semocal   qf  Federal  Jvdffei   on  Addrem  of 

Congrem. 


t  aittwaingdia  inwi 
iar  of  lbs  Hona^  hai 


Mr.  MoKot  offered  to  the  House  the  follow- 
ing reMlotdon,  premising  that  he  liad  been  par- 
tlonlarlj  indnoed  to  offer  it,  by  oonaiderationB 
TMnltiiu;  fhua  the  present  state  *£  things  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  arising  from  the  dtaability 
of  the  Distriot  Jndge,  by  which  upwards  of 
•even  linndred  snits  were  kept  in  eu^>ense,  to 
the  great  ipjnry  of  individuals  and  pr^udice  of 
tbe  Qovemment.  In  order  to  remedy  that  dif- 
flonlty,  a  bill  had  pasaed  both  Honaes,  which 
had  been  retomed  by  the  President  as  objec- 
tionable on  oonstitntjonal  grounds.  It  hod 
been  prononnoed  on  this  floor,  by  a  reBpect*ble 
law  authority,  that  if  that  bill  was  rejected 
there  waa  no  other  remedy.  He,  therefore, 
bad  been  indnoed  to  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

o^UU  VMlai  But- 1 
(two-thiidi  of  both  & 


"  lUnHrri,  That  tbe  Jndgei  of  &t  Sspmnt  ad 
InfirioT  Coniti  may  be  removed  fitm  t&ot,  at  Ikl 
joint  addreaa  of  the  Senate  and  Hmue  of  Bepmata- 
tina  of  the  Usited  StUea*  . 

Tbe  re«olntion  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  to  be  printed — i4  to  SS. 

Lovitioaa  Lead  Gotig>aitf. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itaelf  into  a  C<Kni[uttNrf 
the  Whole,  on  tbe  bill  to  inoorporate  ibsti 
Aoatin,  Henry  Austin,  John  R.  Jonas  and  oCb- 
era,  in  the  Territory  of  Lotualana,  by  Um  bun 
of  the  Lead  Company  of  Loolsiana.  AA«r  «t- 
aiderable  debate,  the  first  section  of  tbe  biU  m 
stricken  oat,  on  motion  of  Mr,  Tboup.  T1» 
question  on  ooncnrrence  with  the  oODimjtM 
wss  decided  by  yess  and  nays.  For  citiIlaI^ 
renoe  46,  against  concurrence  43, 

And  so  the  said  bill  was  r^eotad. 

TnwiuT,  April  14. 
Otanberland  Read. 
Mr.  MosBow,  tmta  tbe  oommittee  to  wtai 
was  referred  the  Message  of  the  Presdeat  of  tb 
United  States,  of  the  1st  ultimo,  trai 
report  and  letter  conoeming  iJie  p 
under  the  act,  witiUed  "  An  act  to  n„  ._ . 
laying  out  and  makingaroadiTomCiuiiberia4 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  (Hlki,' 
■nd  also  a  petition  from  a  nntnber  of  the  iniiik- 
itanta  of  the  weKera  counties  of  the  Btate  tf 
Pennsylvania,  praying  that  an  app^nidin 
may  be  made  for  Out  purpose  of  ereisiiif  i 
bridge  OTM-  the  ToQgfaiogaoy  At  tbe  place  win 
the  new  road  orosaea  the  sidd  river,  mad*  tb 
following  report : 

That  two  aalfjeeti  an  nffi«*l«d  bytba  mM  lb- 
sage,  wUeh  nqiurn  Li^ibative  {aoriwD,  fii;  b 
^ipropiiatiati  of  M0,000  fbr  comtdating  tin  iul  imJ 
to  TomUnaoa'ti  when  tbe  old  and  ne*  nadi  wm^ 
aad  die  gtanting  authoiitf  to  \a-rj  toll  afidot  a 
keep  the  said  road  in  nipur. 

Tbenasooaangnedin  lavorof  audipnniafBtill 

the  report  and  letter  oonuniuuc>tod  by  tha  HaHin 

an,  in  the  opinion  oT  ths  committee,  nScialH 

■hmr  tbe  ezpadienov  of  the  meamn  ;  th^  tlMtfai 

refer  tha  Hooib  to  uete  documenta. 

It  In  proper,  howeTer,  to  itate  tbil  the  ^iprnii- 

HU  itraady  made  for  the  olgecla  have  eitww  * 

oMjB  produced  by  the  ftind  ple<la«d  *»  itfnj  4l 

rpeose  of  the  said  road,  which  willappeti'  lijiW- 

ter  fh>m  the  Tresnry  Deputment,  taeaafajt 

thii  report     That  cinnmitaDoe,  as  alio  tbe  ^^ 

Mate  of  the  public  flnance*,  the  nocewly  iriaBg** 

of  the  eiitting  criiia  in  tbe  national  concent^  ^Z 

plying  the  pablia  rewurcea  to  object!  afieciiii?M( 

deftnce,  have   been  duly  canndend,'  and  rtrin* 

groond  of  otyecticai  to  tbepn^nacdmeuiinlbNtiM' 

aideiatioDa  may  afibrd,  the  committee  an  cif<yMW 

navMtbeleas,  that  tbe  adnntagM  the  pahlio  ^n* 

darivafrcm  an  immediate  extennun  of  tw  d»  ^ 

when  it  will  intenrait  wiA  die  okl,  an  laSat* 

'* '  the  appioprialioD. 


I  jnstiiy  the  appiopriali 
They  an  of  ojualoii 
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S/^f  of  Caraecat,  St. 


endiiig  a  bridge  over  the  TongMogBny  KiTCr  wmld 
be  improper  U  this  time,  beckoee,  bj  ]»v,  the  mper- 
ioMnden^  in  ""^"g  the  read,  hu  power  to  deviate 
from  the  migfnal  rarrej,  oat;  that  the  road  ahall  pan 
ATODgfa  the  nindpal  pMiite  eilablUbed.  If,  then,  a 
bridge  ahoiild  be  eraotad  orer  the  laid  river,  that 
jdaoe  unut  ueccMaiUj  baooms  fixed  u  a  point  to 
which  the  toad  mtiM  lead,  and  being  mauj  milei  in 
advance  of  th«  parti  of  the  road  eontnelad  for,  might 
pTDTB   bxKinveideDt  in  the  iwther  prMeeiitiaii  of  the 

The  onuinittee  nq)ectfn1l7  lobniit  the  followii^ 

Bfolnd,  That  fAO.OOO,  in  addition  to  tba  ninu 
heretaftne  applopriatiid,  and  nimbnnabla  b;  the 
ume  fand,  shall  be  Bfipropriated  for  making  the  road 
leading  from  Cnmberluid  to  Brownarills. 

Kaolctd,  That  proviiion  be  made  for  flis  levying 
of  tollniffiaieBttDkmp  theMmefn  repair. 

Anotva^  That  it  ii  inexpedient  to  appnn^ 
mone;  ttn  erecting  a  bridge  over  Toughloganj  Bivei 
OD  the  Mid  road. 

The  report  wu  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whde  on  ThondAj  nezL 


Hokhat,  April  80. 
Dtath  tif&t  Vice  Pretidsitt. 

A  mcAsage  was  received  from  the  Senate,  an- 
noancing  the  death  of  the  Ylce  Preddent  of  Uie 
UoJced  Btates,  and  the  reeolation  they  had 
adtmted. 

Ttie  HoBM  agreed  to  oonnder  the  joint  reso- 
lution Ba  above  stated. 

Mr.  Taluudoi  said,  it  wu  assaredlj  not 
from  any  want  of  respect  to  the  ni^oiy  of  the 
patriot  deceoaed,  that  aome  member  from  the 
State  of  New  York  did  not  on  this  oooadon  ad- 
dress the  Chair.  At  tlieir  request,  and  being 
himself  a  native  citizen  of  the  Stat«  of  New 
York,  and  having  wrved  particularly  and  on 
honorable  oocaaiona  in  the  Revolutionary  war 
with  the  gentleman  whose  death  was  now  an- 
nonnoed ;  having  long  known  his  servicea  and 
merits  as  a  soldier  and  atateaman,  he  took  the 
Hbertj,  in  behalf  of  the  delegation  from  New 
York,  to  move  a  ooncnrrenoe  in  the  reeolaUon 
<rf  the  Benatew 

The  House  nnanimooalj  oanonrred ;  and 
Hesars.  Taluudob,  Uitokiix,  Gold,  6tow, 
and  Macoh,  were  appointed  a  committee  on 
their  port  to  act  with  the  committee  of  the 
Benate.    ' 

And  the  Honse  a^JoDmed,  to  meet  at  idne 
o'clock  to-morrow,  to  receive  the  report  of  the 
joint  committee  on  the  sulfjeot. 

TDiaDi.T,  April  31. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  T^umaimib, 

Sitoleed,  vnanimovMly,  That  fh>m  an  nnfeign- 
ed  respect  to  the  late  Gbobok  Clidtoit,  Vice 
President  of  the  United  8tat«e,  and  Pr^nddent 
of  the  Senate,  the  Speaker's  chair  be  shronded 
with  black  dnring  the  present  seeslon ;  And,  as 
a  Airtber  testimony  of  respect  for  the  memory 
of  the  doceaaed,  the   memborg  will  go  Into 


mourning,  and  wear  black  crape  on  tbeleft  sna 
tor  thirty  day^ 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Tiluiaimib, 

Eetolaed,  unammotuly,  That  tiie  membera  of 
this  House  will  attend  the  funeral  of  Gioe^ 
CuirroK,  deceased,  the  Vice  PreiAdeot  of  the 
United  States,  tonlay  at  four  o'clock. 

And  the  House  adjourned.* 

Fridat,  April  34. 
Corpi  of  Engine&n. 

The  Eonse  resumed  the  con^deration  of  the 
bill  making  farther  provinon  for  the  corps  of 
Gngineera,  which  had  been  amended  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  so  as  to  aathorize  the  ap- 
propriation therein  made  to  be  disbursed  "at 
snch  place  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  for  that  pnrpcee." 

Mr.  QoLD  spoke  against  a  concorrenoe  in  (his 
amendment  at  some  length,  and  was  followed 
on  the  same  side  by  Mr.  Smui  and  Mr. 
WmoBBT ;  to  whom  Mr.  £bt,  Mr.  Wixuakb, 
and  Mr.  Wbiout  replied. 

The  discnsaion  principally  involved  the  re- 
spective merits  of  West  Point  and  Washington 
City  (to  which  place  it  was  supposed,  prob&lj, 
that  the  Executive  might  deem  it  expedient  to 
remove  the  Academy)  as  proper  sites  fur  a  Mil- 
itary' Academy.  The  question  on  the  amend- 
ment was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays.  For  iJie 
ameTidment  03,  against  the  amendment  SO. 

Mr.  W.  Ai^TON  moved  an  amendment  oon< 
templating  the  establishment  of  the  Academy 
at  CarMe,  in  Pennsylvania,  a  place  which  ne 
stated  to  be  more  eli^ble,  in  point  of  eoonomy, 
convenience,  and  comfort,  than  West  Pt^t. 

Mr.  Gold  opposed  the  rootJon. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Liim  to  reoom- 
nut  the  bill,  and  n^tived. 

Mr.  FiNDLAZ  spoke  in  fitvor  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Baxzb  suggested  the  propriety  of  loca- 
ting the  Academy  at  Harper's  Ferry ;  and  be- 
cause, if  the  Academy  most  be  removed,  he 
thought  Harper's  Ferry  preferable  to  Carliale, 
he  should  vote  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Bbra  made  a  motion  which  he  said  woold 
put  an  end  to  all  theee  proposilions  to  amend 
the  bill,  viz :  to  postpone  the  hill  iodeflnitelf. 
The  motion  was  negatived— -yeas  S2. 

The  qnestion  was  then  takeii — "Shall  the 
amendments  be  engrossed,  and,  together  with 
the  bill,  be  read  a  tbird  time  t "  and  decided  in 
the  afOnnative. 

Wbdkbsdat,  April  39. 
B^i^  Hf  Caraeea*,  Ae, 
Mr.  Haooh  nbmitted  for  connderation  the 
firflowing  resolution ; 

Raolttd,  That  the  Commlteee  of  Commeiee  and 
If  annfactiirei  be  Initmoted  to  nport  a  hill  anthoria- 
Ing  the  Preeident  of  Che  United  Statea  to  eaoM  to  h« 
pnrohaaed bamli  of  fiocr,  and  to  have  the  wme 
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(Xpoited  to  noM  port  in  Canccul  fbi  the  nn  of  tbg 
inbabituili  who  hftTe  raffiovd  b;  du  wrthqiukti ; 
■nd  alio  mnthoiblDg  hiin  U  oanw  to  b«  pnniliued 
—  ■  bunk  of  floor,  and  to  hat*  tbo  tuna  anwitvd 


To  the  adoptton  of  the  first  cIaum  of  this  rw- 
olntion,  th«re  wu  no  otgection  made  bj  m^ 
one ;  bat  &  deanltory  debate  took  plaoa  on  inoi- 
denUt  points  and  or  the  merits  of  the  lait 
dame. 

Ur.  RunmiTH  made  a  speech  of  some  length 
in  favor  of  the  oljeot  of  the  propoved  rewlation, 
bnt  ffoiUK  to  show  that  the  aid  the  Government 
ooqIc  afford  vould  be  meffeotnal  to  relieve  fam- 
tne,  if  it  ezisted;  and  that nnqaeationablj the 
moat  eActoal  relief  thit  ooold  be  afibrded  on 
oar  part  to  the  wretched  and  onibrtanate  peo- 
ple at  Oaraocaa  wonld  be  a  nupenrion,  ta  to 
them,  of  our  reetrictive  gjstem.  Ho,  therefore, 
moved  to  timeod  the  resolntion  bf  adding  to 
the  end  of  tt  the  Tords  "and to  authorize  Tea- 
•eb  laden  with  provisionB  to  clear  out  for  ao7 
port  of  the  aforendd  coantrr." 

Mr.  Oalboth  ezpreaaed  hig  regret  that  this 
proposition  to  iM  tbe  canse  of  bnmanitj  oonld 
not  be  permitted  to  pasa  wichont  the  intermix- 
ture of  partj  feeliogs,  which  the  motion  and 
Rweoh  of  the  gentleman  trtmi  Virginia,  he 
Uioaght,  were  oalontated  to  excite.  He  wis 
opposed  to  the  amendment,  which  he  conceived 
would  Tirtnallj  repeal  the  embargo,  and  he 
hoped,  as  there  oootd  be  no  probability  of  adopt- 
ing it,  he  wonld  withdraw  it  Mr.  O.  said  tie 
had  donbts  about  the  latter  dense  of  the  reaoln- 
tjon ;  becaase,  as  to  the  distress  at  Teneriffe,  the 
Honse  had  no  other  information  than  a  news- 
paper report,  whilst  of  the  eoarcitj  of  provis- 
ions at  Oaraccas  thej  bad  accurate  information. 

Mr.  Kakdolpb  defended  himself  agunst  the 
impatation  of  a  desire  to  excite  party  fedings, 
Ao.,  and  declined  withdrawing  his  amendment 
beoarne  he  bdieved  its  ad<n)tion  to  be  Msenti^ 


Ao.,  and  declined  withdrawing  his  amendment 
beoarne  he  bdieved  its  ad<n)tion  to  be  MsentiL 
to  the  accomplishment  of  the  otgect  of  the  orig- 
inal moticm.  He  also  made  a  nnmber  of  obser- 
vations on  the  impatioiae  which  gentlemen  of 
the  mimwitf  were  listened  to  in  the  Hoose,  and 
the  frequent  intemptione  they  were  Id  the 
habit  of  meeting  witb,  fto. 

ICr.  Uaooh  spoke  scainst  the  amendment, 
which,  if  adopted,  wonld  oompel  him  to  vote 
against  his  own  motion.  The  reetriotive  sys- 
rem,  he  said,  wonld  not  be  of  long  dnration, 
and,  when  it  expired,  provisions  in  plentj  might 
be  exported  to  South  America  ana  elsewhere ; 
•0  that  there  was  very  Little  necessity  for  ms- 
pending  the  embargo  law,  which  was  only 
adopted  preparatory  to  a  different  state  of 
things.  The  clause  in  the  resolntion  relating  to 
TenerifTe,  he  s^d,  had  been  added  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  another  member. 

Ur.  Calboun  ag^  spoke  ag^nst  the  amend- 
ment, and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph's  imputa- 
tion of  intolerance  to  the  minority.  This  oonrse 
of  disoosutoi  he  deprecated,  as  not  omnporting 
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with  the  sacred  cansa  of  distant  and  oppreaed 
hamanity,  Ac 

Ur,  SiOLix  made  some  rranarks  m  refJyta 
an  observation  of  Mr.  Rassolfh,  that  the  do- 
nation by  the  British  Parliament  of  a  hundred 
thousand  MMnds  to  the  sufferers  by  so  earth- 
quake in  Portugal,  some  yean  ago,  wsa  an  nt 
almost  Buffioieot  to  porcbase  Absolution  ibr  til 
the  sins  ct  that  OovwnmenL  Ur.  8.  dted  is- 
stanoea  t^  rimilar  Donduct  in  this  coontry,  ia 
mnoh  smaller  eommnnitiea;  and  exprenedtaii 
regret  that  gentlemen  chose  to  wpreciate  ertef 
act  of  other  Governments,  wiUiont  aUowiig 
merit  to  their  own  for  acta  much  more  pnus- 

The  question  on  Ur.  Rahdolpb's  motiM  to 
amend,  was  negatived— yeas  80,  nays  ?4. 

Ur.  Blaoilsdob  proposed  to  add  "com  nd 
rice  "  to  the  flour  to  be  exported. 

Ur.  Uaoon  thereon  modified  his  restdatica  h 
as  to  anthorixe  the  exportation  of  "  provisiam,'' 
instead  of  "flour,"  which  wonld  iuclnde  all  de- 
scriptions of  breadstuff. 

The  qneetiou  was  taken  on  the  first  cUnM  d 
the  resolution,  viz !  so  mnoh  as  relatw  to  Os- 
raooss,  and  carried  onanimDnaly. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  remunder  d 
the  reeolution,  viz :  so  much  as  relates  to  Teno^ 
iffe,  and  n^atived — for  its  adoption  47,  against 

Iter. 

So  it  was  £e9ohedy  That  the  CommiltM  d 
Oommeroe  and  Uanttfaoturee  be  instrticltd  to 
report  a  bill  anthoriung  the  Prendent  of  tba 

United  States  to  canse  to  be  pnrchased iw 

rela  of  provi^ons,  and  have  the  same  exporttd 
to  some  port  in  Oaraocas,  for  the  use  rf  the  ii- 
habitants  who  have  suffered  by  the  eartliqiiskei 

Ur.  Randolfh  adverted  to  the  UDceiUinlJ 
as  to  the  fact,  which  he  snpposed  had  esnMd 
the  r^ection  of  the  clause  of  the  resolution  »- 
lating  to  Teneriffe,  and  offered  the  fblltwing 
resolution,  in  a  form  calculated  to  prodneetltf 
proper  inquiry : 

"  Bttolad,  That  the  Committee  of  ComiDaw  md 
HannractiirM  be  inMmeted  to  ioqnJra  vhetbtr  BjA 
and  what  relief  onght  to  Im  extended  to  the  iohiU- 
ants  of  the  Canaiy  lalandi,  who  are  mflbringbj 
Amine  oooasleoad  by  kenila.' 

Ur.  Nkwtor  said,  as  this  motion  tsily  pm- 
posed  inquiry,  and  was  not,  tike  the  other,  f^ 
emptory,  he  hoped  tt  wonld  pass. 

And  the  reeolution  was  agreed  to. 

UomtAT,  Uay  4. 

On  motiion  of  Ur.  Nmrroir,  the  House  rW^ 
ed  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Thole  on  tM 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  fd  ^"^ 

[The  bm  anthorizes  the  Preaidentto  c*ii«  » 
be  exported  snch  qoantity  of  provisiai  a  » 
may  tliink  proper,  for  the  relief  of  the  inwb- 
iUots  of  Venezuela,  suffering  by  the  effeoWoiw 
earthijQake,] 

Ur.  Kewtok  proposed  to  SD  the  UiM  W 
the  q>i«opriation  with  the  sam  of  (30,000. 
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Ut.  PiTiuM  inquired  for  the  official  informs- 
tioD,  which  aaght  liava  been  laid  before  the 
comniittee,  on  the  sabjeot  of  the  distress  exist- 
tng  at  Caracou. 

Mr.  Nkwtov,  in  reply,  said,  tiiat  there  were 
nun;  priv&te-letten  in  confirmation  of  the  focto, 
and  also  a  letter  boat  oar  Conml,  &a.  Some 
of  wb\ch  vere  read. 

Mr.  Oalhoun  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
fifty  thonsftnd  dollars,  whidi  he  thong|fat  would 
be  little  enongh  to  effect  the  ol^eot  in  view. 

The  qoestion  on  the  latter  motion  was  de- 
cided in  the  afflnnative,  46  to  99. 

The  oommittee  rose,  and  repurted  the  bill ; 
which  WBB  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  tliia  day,  which  was  subseqnently  done^ 
and  the  bill  passed. 

WntBBSDAT,  Maj  IS. 
Sgeall  tifAUmteM. 

Mr.  WiLLium  said  he  rose  to  make  a  motion, 
the  object  of  which  was  in  itself  so  clear,  that 
he  believed  there  was  no  necessity  for  illaatrat- 
Ing  it.  There  was  bnt  one  objection  that  he 
was  aware  of,  and  tliat  was,  that  there  was  no 
precedent  for  it ;  bnt  if  that  should  be  urged, 
he  wonld  reply  that  there  never  was  before  a 
crisis  reqoiring  it.    The  motion  was — 

Kaolred,  That  ths  Spesker  be  directed  to  addreu 
■  letter  to  saoh  member  of  the  Hoom  how  ubieut, 
requesting  hie  BtttmUnce  prior  to  tha  &nt  day  a 


Mr.  Gbuhdt  aaid  the  oljeot  of  tbe  motion, 
no  doubt,  was  e.  correct  one.  He  shoold,  there- 
fore, vote  for  the  motion  as  it  now  stood,  bat 
wonld  prefer  a  modification  of  it  On  what 
particnlar  da^  it  wonld  be  proper  to  have  every 
member  in  his  place,  ooold  not  be  foreseen  wt^ 
eertainty  by  any  one.  To  fix  on  a  day,  how- 
ever, wonld  be  as  much  as  to  tell  the  members 
we  do  not  want  them  earlier,  and  wonld  pnt  it 
out  of  oar  power  to  act  prior  to  that  day.  Bnt, 
on  the  other  hand,  shoiild  we  not  be  ready  to 
act  on  that  day,  is  it  not  pledging  oorselvea  tliat 
we  will  then  act,  whether  we  are  ready  or  not  f 
It  wonld  be  as  well  to  reqneet  the  attendance 
of  membeifi  immediately,  and  then  we  skail  not 
stand  committed  either  to  act  on  or  before  that 
day.  He  hoped  tbere  wonld  not  be  an  abeent 
man  on  the  occasion  of  voting  the  &na1  meas- 
ure; though  be  should  consider  such  a  vote  ss 
a  completion  of  what  was  already  begnn,  and 
not  a  determination  of  the  coarse  to  he  pnrsoed, 
wbioh  qneetion  he  oonsidered  as  decided  in  the 
Ulterior  nwBsDres  already  adopted. 

Itx.  RoBEBTs  said  tbe  call  of  the  Eonse  met 
his  perfect  approbation;  but,  in  its  present 
fonnjhe  sLould  be  constrained  to  vote  a^^nst 
it.  He  WBS  not  afraid  that  it  wonld  be  oonwd- 
cved  a  pledge  to  act  on  a  certain  day ;  bat  the 
members  near  home,  after  it  was  pawed,  would 
take  the  opportnnity  of  the  int«rval  to  viMt 
^eir  homes,  and  leave  tbe  House  withont  a 
qnormn.    He,  therefore,  moved  to  amend  the 
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the  phraseology  of  the  resolntioDj  it  was  passed 
withoot  a  division,  there  not  being  more  per- 
haps than  five  dissenting  voices, 

FamAT,  May  32. 

Mr.  Poind KZTUR,  from  the  select  committee, 
msde  the  following  report : 

Hm  oommittee  to  whom  was  rderred  the  letter  of 
Cowun  IIkad,  Speaker  of  the  Hoose  of  RepresenCa- 
tivei  of  the  Hissuippi  Teiritoi;,  enalodng  a  preieut- 
mBDt  ti  the  Grand  July  of  Baldirin  aonatf,  in  Mid 
Territoty,  eompUlmng  of  the  conduct  at  Harry  TodI- 
min,  Jodge  of  the  Diitrict  of  Vuhington,  in  sud 
Teiritdy,  beg  leave  to  aabniit  the  rollowing  report : 

That  the  charges  eontaiaed  in  the  preHotnent 
aforeaaid,  have  not  beea  aupport«d  by  evidence  ;  and 
from  the  beat  information  your  commlttBO  have  been 
enabled  to  obtain  on  tbe  robject,  it  appear*  that  the 
official  conduct  of  Jndge  Tonlmtn  bu  been  cbarac- 
teriied  by  a  rigilant  attention  to  the  dutiei  of  his 
•tation,  and  an  in9exib1e  laal  for  tha  preservation  oF 
the  public  peace  and  tranqoilllty  of  tha  canntry  over 
irhicfa  hii  jodicfal  authority  eit«ndii.  They  therafon 
reomnmend  tbe  foIlowiDg  reeolation : 

"  Jiaolted,  That  it  ia  mmeaeMaiy  to  take  any  fnr- 
thar  prooeeding  on  the  tuMentment  of  the  Grand 
JniT  of  Baldwin  connty,  in  the  Hladaaippl  Tenitoiy, 
against  Judge  Touhnin.* 

Tbe  report  was  read  and  conourred  in. 

'WsDNxaDAT,  Ma;  ST. 
Smaeai  of  Wiitne^t  Faient  Bight  to  tie  Col- 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole  on  tbe  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  £li 
Whitney." 

Mr.  Bibb  avowed  his  opposition  to  the  prin- 
dpie  and  details  of  Ute  bill,  and  moved  to 
strike  ont  as  much  as  provided  for  renewing 
Whitney's  patent  right  to  the  machii^e  for  gin- 
ning Qotton.  Mr.  B.  said,  that,  although  tbe  , 
bill  assumed  tbe  oharaoUr  of  a  private  act,  it 
involved  ctwsiderations  of  great  national  eon- ' 
oemment.  If,  nr,  said  he,  the  oommittee  will 
take  the  trouble  to  consider  it  attentively,  in  all 
its  relations,  I  am  persoaded  the  motion  sub- 
mitted will  not  have  been  made  in  vain.  The 
object  of  granting  patents  ia  olearly  defined  by 
the  constitution  to  be  the  promotion  of  acientw 
and  uaefU  arts.  The  effect  of  aaat  promotion 
is  obvioiuly  tbe  advancement  of  pnUio  improve- 
ment and  prosperity.  Alt  the  authority  whidt 
Oongress  jMwsessee  over  this  subject,  is  derived 
from  the  fallowing  proviuon ;  "  Oongress  shall 
have  power  to  promote  the  progress  of  sdence 
and  useful  arts,  by  securing,  for  limited  timeo, 
to  authors  and  inventors,  the  exclasive  right 
to  their  respective  writings  and  dLscoveriea." 
Here  are  two  distinct  propositions :  1.  The  dele- 
gation of  power  to  promote  science  and  osefol 
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uta;  S.  And  a  dewriptioD  of  the  nuatt  anthor- 
iied  to  be  employed.  The  beneflt  proposed  to 
InventorB  U  eviileiiily  not  tbe  object  m  Tiew, 
but  the  mean  wherebj'  the  mtd  roaj  be  acoom- 
pbdied ;  it  ii  tbe  inoiteinent  ofEered  to  genim 
ud  talent,  for  the  purpose  of  general  advan- 
tage ;  it  ii  the  price  paid  hj  the  people  of  the 
United  States  for  the  diaehmtrt  of  naefol  inven- 
tions. To  legislate,  therefore,  eorreotly,  on  the 
int^ect,  it  is  indispensable  that  this 


B  granted  for  the  promotion  of  science  and 
nsefol  arts,  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  oaa- 
atitntion  are  fairlj  pnrsned ;  bat  irheneTer  tb«j 
■re  allowed  with  an;  other  view,  there  ii  a 
manifest  departure  from  the  limit  of  antborit; 
to  which  Congnes  is  oonflned.  Sir,  the  framera 
of  the  oonstitation  were  seoBible  that  monopo- 
Um  were  odionj  every  where,  and  that  tney 
wonld  be  particularly  so  to  the  people  of  tills 
oonntry.  Henoe  the  limitation  imposed,  which 
permits  monopolies  only  in  an  expressly-defined 
case,  and  for  a  limited  time.  The  ooDStitution 
declares,  that  "  all  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  States,  nor  prohibited  to  the  States,  are 
reserved  to  the  States  or  to  the  people."  It  is 
also  the  rale  of  construction,  nniversklly  admit- 
ted, that  the  ennmeratjon  of  powers  exdadw 
all  powers  not  enumerated.  I  maintain,  then, 
that  the  constitntioa  having  clearly  designated 
the  object  for  which,  and  the  parties  to  whom, 
exclusive  rights  may  be  granted,  for  limited 
times,  Congraes  is  restrained  within  those  pre- 
dse  bounds.  If  there  can  be  a  legitimate  de- 
parture from  them  in  one  case,  the  restraint  be- 
comes wholly  nngatory.  The  doctrine  which 
deprives  Congress  of  the  power  to  establish 
bulking  monopolies,  equally  forbids  them  in 
every  case,  and  fiir  every  porpose,  other  than 
those  speciiGed  in  the  danse  to  which  I  have 
adverteil 

If,  therefore,  T  establish  the  position  that  the 

C'oposed  renewal  of  Whitney's  patent  is  neither 
tended  nor  calculated  to  promote  science  or 
nseftil  arte,  I  shall  have  succeeded  in  showing 
that  this  bill  ought  to  be  rejected. 
Permit  me  to  inquire,  in  the  first  place,  how 
'  the  object  of  the  constitution  may  be  attained  t 
By  pursuing  the  principle  which  Das  heretofore 
governed  the  Legislature.  The  statute  securing 
patent  rights  must  be  general  in  its  application, 
Dolding  out  inducements  to  the  inventive  faonl- 
tjes  of  all,  and  prospective  in  its  operation.  It 
must  grant  monopolies  for  a  limited  time  to  rt<- 
ture  and  not  pa»t  discoveries.  The  tenn  dur- 
ing which  the  exclusive  rights  shall  oontinne, 
should  be  sufficiently  long  to  afibrd  the  necessa- 
ry incitement  to  the  exertions  of  geniaa,  to 
promise  an  adequate  reward  for  the  labor  of  in- 
vention. Whether  fourteen  years,  as  now  fixed 
by  law,  be  the  proper  term,  is  a  question  on 
which  gentlemen  may  rationally  differ  in  opin- 
ion. It  is  worthy  of  remark,  however,  that 
under  the  existing  statnte,  the  progress  of  In- 
vention in  the  useful  arts  has  been  more  rapid 


PatatJtisU.  [U«',  IStS. 

in  the  United  States  than  in  any  other  oounCtT 
on  the  globe.  Still,  if  neceaeary,  Congreas  ia 
competent  to  extend  by  a  general  provision  ex- 
dusive  rights  to  future  inventtvs  for  a  longer 
time;  bnt  the  renewal  of  a  patent  for  a  discar- 
ery  already  made  and  in  ose,  stands  aa  distind 
grounds.  In  the  one  oaae^  the  progresB  of  aet- 
ence  and  useful  arts  (the  object  for  which  akna 
patwita  are  constitutional)  would  probably  ba 
promoted;  but  in  the  other,  Qie  invendon  b». 
mg  alrrady  made  and  diedosed,  pnUio  improvB- 
ment  oannot  possibly  be  advanced  by  taking 
away  its  benoSt  from  the  oommtinity.  Is  th» 
obtect  of  this  bill  to  promote  aoienoe  or  the  nsa- 
fol  arts)  The  candor  of  its  advocates  will  an- 
swer the  qnestion  in  the  negative.  It  is  to 
promote  the  intereets  of  Hr.  Whitney  at  Aa 

Eublic  expense — to  otmvert  the  nMtM  prescribed 
y  the  constitution  into  the  md.  If  toe  renew- 
al of  a  patent  in  a  spedal  case  would  famiah  an 
adequate  stimnlns  to  the  exertions  of  other  in- 
genioos  men,  it  might  be  urged  with  some  ap- 
pearanoe  of  planatbui^;  but  no  man  will  aasHt 
that  one  or  two  acddental  casee  of  this  sort,  out 
of  the  many  thousand  patenta  which  are  iSKied, 
wonld  have  any  influence  on  the  expectsiaons 
of  others.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  p*»- 
sage  of  the  present  'bill  will  be  a  departiu«  from 
the  intent  and  meaning  of  that  instfomeDt, 
which  is  the  foimtain  of  onr  authority. 

Sir,  there  is  another  view  of  this  subject  in 
relation  to  policy,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  ask 
the  attention  of  Uie  committee.  In  this  widelj- 
eitended  country,  the  pursnita  of  the  peoiue 
are  various  and  divennfied.  Id  one  section  cot- 
ton b  cultivated,  in  another  hemp,  and  in  a 
third  wheat.  Suppose  patents  are  ol>tained  for 
valtiable  improvements  relative  to  these  artkJea, 
either  in  the  instruments  of  cnltivation  or  ct 
preparation  for  market.  The  patentees  are  co- 
titled  by  lav  to  ezclndve  rights  for  fourteen 
years.  For  the  improvement  concerning  the 
article  of  cotton  only,  the  patent  is  extended  to 
twenty-one  or  twenty-eight  years,  as  now  pro- 
posed, while  eiclnnve  righta  to  the  other  in- 
ventions are  permitted  to  expire.  What  ia  the 
consequenoe  t  The  people  of  one  section  of  the 
Union  are  subjected  in  their  pnrsuita  to  the  pri- 
vations incident  to  moaopolieo,  for  that  term; 
while  those  of  another  section  similarly  situated 
are  exempted  frran  all  reetrtunt  at  tbe  expira- 
tion of  tbe  first  patent  I  appeal  to  tbe  candor 
and  magnanimity  of  this  assembly  to  determine 
whether  such  a  course  of  proceeding  be  not 
manifestly  m^nst,  and  utterly  incompatible  with 
that  equality  of  rights  ^arantied  to  the  respect- 
ive States.  The  constitution  impoeee  nniformi' 
ty  of  taxation  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  the 
injustice  and  oppressioti  towards  particular 
States,  which  the  extension  of  patent  rights,  in 
special  cases,  is  calculated  to  produce.  The  &ct 
cannot  be  disguised,  that  tbe  operation  <d'  this 
bill  will  be  to  levy  a  tax  on  the  pe(^le  of  Gear- 
gia,  the  Uississippi  and   Lonisiana   Territories 


circumatanoe.  Ik 
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and  bave  bwd  sraoh  in  the  oonne  of  mj  ao- 
anNntanoe  with  legUI&tive  proceedi&gi,  tO'sat- 
&fy  my  mind,  tiiat  if  ootton  were  onltivat«d  in 
a  lew  large 'St&t«8,  this  bill  would  oertain];  be 
Ideated.  Does  an;  man  believe  that  if  the 
itaga  States  of  Virginia,  PeDnaylvaiiia,  New 
York,  and  Uaaeaohnsetta,  were  ooncemed  in 
this  thiiiKi  as  are  those  portions  of  the  Soutliera 
oonntr^  I  hare  mentioDed,  the  apt^caUon  of 
Mr.  Vibitne;  for  a  renewal  of  his  nionopolr 
would  be  Eoooessfnlt  So,  air;  and  I  urge  this 
eoDsideration  for  the  parpcse  of  ahowing  the 
impolicy  of  extending  patents  in  special  oases, 
inasmnoh  Bs  it  pnts  it  in  the  power  of  OuDgresa 
by  such  a  regn^tion  to  give  a  preferenoe  to  one 
aeotioa  of  the  Union  over  another,  and  tiecanse 
the  power  will  uerar  be  eieroiaed  in  oasea  af- 
fecting a  putioular  and  oomparatiTelj  small 
portiun  of  the  oommnnity.  Enact  a  general 
law  on  the  sntiject  of  patents — make  what  pro- 
Tinoa  joQ  please  in  relation  to  future  disooTer- 
isB,  and  none  can  complain.  Whether  improve- 
ments shall  be  made  Interestjug  to  this,  that,  ta 
the  other  section  of  the  nation,  irill  be  left  to 
chance;  when  made,  the  monopolies  will  be 
equal  in  their  duration,  and  all  will  be  equally 
exempt  from  partiality  or  oppreseion. 

There  i«  another  aspect,  Mr.  Churman,  in 
which  the  provisions  of  the  bill  now  before  the 
committee  are  manifestly  nnjnst.  'Ihe  Legiala- 
tores  of  Tennessee  and  the  two  Oarolinas  pur- 
chased, daring  the  term  of  Whitney's  late  pa- 
tent, the  right  of  using  in  those  Btatee  his  ioven- 
lioD  for  ginning  cotton.  The  fact  will  not  be 
denied,  that  the  prioe  paid  was  proportionate  to 
the  extent  of  time  for  which  the  patentee  held 


al  term  of  yeaM,  so  fitr  as  relates  t«  my  oouetit- 
nents,  while  the  three  States  I  have  mentioned 
are  expressly  exempted  from  its  operations. 
It  ia  trne,  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  did  not 
enter  into  any  arrangaraentB  with  the  patentee 
en  the  sutject,  but  it  will  be  perceived  that  all 
persons  who  erected  machines  without  permis- 
aion,  during  the  fourteen  years,  are  left  by  the 
bill  fubjeot  to  prosecution.  The  efiect,  there- 
fore, will  be  to  impose  a  restraint  reUtive  to 
the  same  object  on  one  State  for  twent;-one  or 
twenty-eight  years,  while  other  States  are  ex- 
empted at  the  expiration  of  half  that  term.  I 
know,  nr,  that  nnfavorable  impressions  exist 
on  the  minds  of  many  gentlemen  concerning  the 
oondoot  of  Georgia  in  this  affair;  and  I  fear 
they  may  have  much  influence  on  the  decision 
of  the  question.  Whether  the  Legislature  onght 
or  onght  not  to  have  fallowed  uie  example  of 
the  l^islatnies  of  other  States,  is  a  question 
which  belongs  esclnsively  to  that  body  to  de- 
termine. '  Your  patent  law  imposed  no  obliga- 
tion on  the  suiyect,  and  they  had  the  right  to 
do  so  or  not.  as  they  pleased.  Having  done 
nothing  which  they  had  not  a  right  to  do,  and 
emitted  nothing  wnioh  they  had  not  the  right 
to  omit,  I  cannot  consent  to  any  unauthorized 
eontrol  of  this  House  over  their  proceedings. 


"^atmtXiglU.  [H.  c»  B. 

That  Mr.  Whitney's  invention  has  been  highly 
imi>ortant  to  the  Southern  country  I  freely  ad- 
mit, and  that  he  dmerves  much  for  his  nsefol 
labors,  none  can  dwy ;  bnt,  if  the  conduct  of 
Georgia  has  not  been  so  liberal  towards  him  aa 
some  gentlemen  think  it  ought  to  have  been,  tm 
apology  may  be  found  in  the  resentment  which 
hu  conduct  was  calculated  to  excite.  When  his 
machine  was  flrst  erected  in  Georgia,  as  I  have 
noderslood,  he  reftised  to  sell  his  patent  right 
upon  any  terms  or  for  any  price.  It  was  de- 
termined to  monopolize  every  pound  of  cotton 
at  an  enormous  premium,  and  arrangementt 
were  made  for  that  pnrpose.  To  that  dronm- 
stance,  and  the  opinion  which  prevailed,  that 
not  new,  is  to  be  aUribnted 


ney,  or,  perhaps,  of  his  partner,  could  not  fail 
to  have  produced  feelings  of  resentmwit  rather 
than  of  liDeraLty  towards  them.  I  repeat,  how- 
ever, that  the  conduct  of  Geoi^  has  no  o(»i- 
nection  with  the  present  question.  The  United 
States  never  gnarantied  to  any  patentee  the  re- 
ceipt of  any  given  sum  for  his  invention,  nor 
^ve  any  pledge  that  his  exclusive  right  should 
m  no  instance  be  violated.  They  have  enacted 
laws  for  the  security  of  patentees,  provided  a 
remedy  for  violations  of  their  rights  iu  all  cases, 
and  a  tribonai  before  which  that  remedy  may 
be  sought.  To  that  tribunal — the  ooorts  of  the 
United  Statce— Mr.  Whitney  should  be  referred 
for  redress.  This  is  not  a  time  for  exciting  State 
jealousies  and  individual  resentioeDts  among 
onrselves.  Policy,  and  that  conciliatory  spirit 
which  ought  to  ^de  onr  deliberations,  tmita 
in  prescribing  a  di&rent  course,  and  I  do  tf  uat 
that  pwscription  will  not  be  disregarded  on  the 
present  oooasion, 

Bnt,  air,  there  is  still  another  and  more  im- 
portant view  of  this  sul^eot,  on  which  alone  I 
probably  might  have  relied.  The  patent  of  Mr. 
Whitney  expired  about  four  years  ago,  and  an 
unqnalined  right  to  the  invention  was  thereby 
veeted  (aa  1  shall  show)  in  the  people  of  the 
United  States.    Under  such  circnmstanoea,  it  is 


be  admitted,  that,  without  the  provision  of  the 
constitution  on  the  subject,  and  the  law  pursu- 
ant thereto,  no  exclusive  rights  would  belong  to 
inventors.  It  is  true  the  inventor  would  be  en- 
titled to  his  partioalar  machinery,  bnt  other 
persons  would  not  be  prohibited  from  imitating 
it,  and  consequently  his  right  to  his  discovery 
woikld  not  be  eiclasive.  In  a  state  of  natnrev 
occupancy  givee  a  right  to  soil,  npon  the  ground 
of  snppceed  labor  on  the  part  of  the  occupant 
in  taking  possesKon.     Thj  right  and  the  occn- 

ricy,  however,  are  inseparable.  If  the  latter 
abandoned,  the  former  ceasea  to  exist — the 
soil  becomes  common  to  all,  and  may  be  appro- 
priated to  another's  use.  The  natural  law  in 
regard  to  inventions  is  the  same.  So  long  as 
the  inVNitor  is  alone  in  the  possesmon  of  a 
knowledge  of  his  discoveiy,  he  is  the  occupant 
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and  hat  an  axalDiiv«  riglit.    Bat  the  mtHiiMit 
he  dUelMet  that  knowledge  to  tb«  pnblio  he 


dple  is  recognized  bj  the  constitiitioa  itself 
and  fnllf  eotaUisbed  also  in  other  coontrieA, 
The  express  delegation  of  power  to  eecnre  to 
ioTeiftors  the  eichisive  ri^t  to  their  dieoorer- 
\m,  admits  that  wiUiont  it  no  sach  right  would 
exut  aner  ^acloanre.  In  Great  Britain  the 
doctrine  Is  peHectlj  aettled.  If  gentlemen  will 
torn  to  the  famooa  eaae  of  literary  property, 
MUlar  TS.  Taylor,  which  was  argned  with  great 
alHlity,  and  decided  with  anoniBl  deliberation, 
th^  will  be  satisfied  of  the  UiA. 

"tbA  court  were  divided  on  the  particular 
qi)estion  pending  before  thetn,  and  gave  their 
opinions  separatelj  and  very  mnch  at  \a — 
On  that  oocBsion  it  was  determined  that 

StbUcatiMi  of  a  literaij  work  did  not  of  Itaelf 
vest  the  antlior  of  Uie  exclnBive  right,  nor 
anthoriie  others  to  repnbliah  it  for  their  advan' 
tage  withoDt  hia  consent.  Bat  it  was  adniitted, 
ae  a  point  tn&y  and  entirely  settled,  that  the 
principle  did  not  ^>pl7  to  mechanical  inven- 
tioni ;  that  the  discloenre  of  a  mechanical  in- 
vention did  divest  the  inventor  of  his  ezelo^ve 


be  derived  from  it  A  later  decision  of  the 
highest  oonrte  of  the  Kingdom  on  another  case, 
has  jdaced  the  question  of  literarj  property  on 
the  same  footing  with  the  mechanioal  inven- 
tions. The  principle  of  these  deeiaons  is,  that 
the  dlsctoanre  of  an  invention  amonnts  to  a  re- 
tinqnishment  of  exclusive  nsc^  it  is  an  implied 
tifrht  to  the  public.  And  if  saoh  be  the  doc 
tome  in  Great  Britain,  nnder  a  Government  the 
fonndatioo  of  which  is  monopoly  and  ezolnsive 
privileges  it  cannot  be  otherwise  ani<»ig  this 
people,  the  fbndamental  principle  of  whose 
Government  is,  eqoahty  of  right  and  eiciosion 
of  monopolies.  I  contend,  then,  sir,  that  if  the 
disclosure  of  an  invention  vests  in  the  pnblio  a 
right  to  nee  it  without  restraint,  much  more 
strongly  is  that  ri^t  vested  after  the  expiration 
of  a  patent.  In  the  one  case  the  pnblio  are  in- 
veetM  with  a  common  or  equal  ri^rht  by  an  im- 
plied ^ft,  and  in  the  other  by  contract.  The 
very  condition  on  which  patents  are  granted 
is,  that,  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  authoriEed 
by  law,  the  people  shall  ba  entitled  to  the  free 
nee  of  the  invention ;  and,  to  secure  this  right 
to  the  people,  snch  a  specification  of  the  ma- 
chinery employed  is  required  at  the  time  of  issu- 
ing the  patent,  as  will  enable  others  to  nnder- 
stand  and  imitate  it  with  saccess.  Need  I  nn- 
dertalte  to  prove  that,  from  the  moment  Whit- 
ney's  patent  expired,  jiis  eiclnsive  right  ceased 
to  exist  t  None  will  deny  tlie  fact.  Is  it  ne- 
oessary  to  show  that  the  right  which  was  ezcln- 
siva  during  the  patent,  is  now  the  common 
right  of  all  ?  It  will  be  admitted  that  every 
man  in  the  United  States  haa  at  this  mommt 


I  IftQse  or  make  anj  tmpte- 


ment  of  agriealtDte.  The  qnestion  thai  pn- 
sents  itael^  has  Congress  the  power  to  ffivot 
the  people  ctf  that  right)  Isay  do,  sir;  tore- 
new  a  patent  afW  it  hax  expired,  is  to  "'■M^ 
a  new  principle  Dnantborixed  by  the  oonstita- 
tion.  To  secnra  a  pre-existent  ri^t  is  ooa 
thing,  bnt  to  divest  the  peopie  at  tha  Tiutcd 
^tatcs  of  their  right,and  veetninftnindividMl, 
IS  qnite  a  different  affair.  "Congreea  diallhava 
«  of  Bcamoa  nd 


while  in  the  wfAi  pMsesnoD  tf  the  knowledge  rf 
his  invention  haa  the  ezdosive  right  to  it,  witb- 
ODt  the  intarvantMMi  of  law ;  bnt  when  tbM 
knowled^  is  disclosed  to  the  public,  the  ei- 
clnave  nght  wonld  cease  to  exist.  Tha^o^ 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  a  stimnloa  to  inn- 
nnity,  and  <^  obtaining  diaclosares  of  oaeM 
discoveries,  Congrese  is  authorised  to  prvvida 
by  law  for  secnrtng  that  ezdnsiTe  right  Ibr  a 
liinited  time  after  discloaure,  which  previooety 
existed  in  the  inventor,  and  which  CdoaUed  hia 
forever  to  withhold  his  invention  frcnn  the  pab- 
lic.  The  disolosnre  is  the  great  object  Xa  be 
attained;  the  security  of  the  eidumve  ri^i 
before  existing,  bat  which  would  be  loat  with- 
out each  security,  by  the  act  of  disdosnre.  ii 
the  mean  authorized  to  be  employed.  Is  thtn 
no  di%rence  between  protecting  an  existiBg 
right,  and  taking  away  a  right  from  one  party 
for  the  purpose  of  vesting  it  in  another  party  I 
The  BCaCes  composing  the  Union  are  now  enti- 
tled to  the  benefit  of  Whitney's  invention,  and 
may  make  whatever  regulations  concerning  k, 
within  their  t«rriiorial  limits,  they  please.  WIQ 
it  be  said  that  becaose  the  power  is  delegated 
to  Congress  to  promote  useful  inventions  and  U 
obtain  their  disclosure  to  the  public,  by  holding 
out  the  induetanent  resulting  from  the  seearitj 
of  a  monopoly  for  a  limited  time,  therefore  the 
Statee  may  be  oanstitntionally  deprived  of  tbor 
unquestionable  rights!  Surely  not.  Hence,  I 
oonclnde  that  the  power  of  Congress  over  this 
subject  has  terminated  by  their  own  act.  and 
that  to  resume  it  wonld  b«  an  nneonstitntJWMl 
encroachment  on  the  rights  of  the  reapectivs 
States.  Sir,  the  power  given  to  Congreei  oo 
the  qnestion  of  patents  is  similar  in  extent  and 
in  every  other  view  to  that  whiob  in  En^aud 
b  vested  in  the  King.  He  is  empoweral  to 
grant  patents  for  qew  and  usefnl  inventiooi  fbr 
a  limited  time,but  it  is  held  that  when  that  time 
expires,  such  inventions  belong  to  the  poblia 
"  If  a  patent  be  granted  in  case  of  a  new  iuveo- 
tion,  Uie  King  cannot  grant  a  second  p--~* 

for  the  charter  is  granted  as  an  en 

to  invention  and  indnstry,  and  to  secore  ub 
patentee  in  the  profits  fur  a  reasonable  time; 
bnt  when  that  is  expired,  the  public  is  to  have 
the  benefit  of  the  discovery."— 10  Mad.  Btp. 
110.  It  is  also  Iwd  down  in  BitU  K.  P.  71, 
that  among  the  general  questions  ot  patents,  the 
firet  i& — '^Whether  the  invention  woe  known 
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.J  use  before  the  patent, 

£Dt^iJih  law,  and  the  statutes  of  the  United 


States  heretofore  passed  are  foanded  on  the 
■■me  prindple.    The  eiis^g  etatntes  i 
BD  inaBpetiBahle  condition  to  BeonHng 


elnsiTe  ngfat,  that  the  fnTention  shall  not  have 
be«n  "known  or  used  before  the  application ;" 
for  a  patent  itself  reads  thns :  "Whereas  A.  B., 
ft  oitizen,  &c.,  hath  alleged  that  he  has  Invented 
a  new  and  oaefbl  improvement,  being  [here  in- 
■ert  a  description  of  the  invention]  whioh  im- 
proTement  has  not  been  known  or  nsed  before 
bis  applioation,"  &c.  U  is  then  perfeetl;  clear, 
that  onr  predecessors  who  have  legislated  on 
this  sntgect  considered  a  public  disclosure  of  an 
Invention  an  abandonment  of  all  clum  to  the 
exclusive  nse;  that  the;  understood  the  object 
of  the  oonstitntion  to  be  the  advancement  of  na- 
tional improvement :  and  that  when  the  pnblio 
are  in  poseesion  of  any  important  discovery 
they  oonld  not  be  divested  of  it.  Bnppose  the 
inventor  of  that  n«efal  instrument  the  screw- 
angor,  who  was  an  inhabitant  of  New  England, 
and  who  never  solicited  a  patent  for  it,  snonld 
now  moke  application.  Tour  law  exclades  him 
bAcanse  his  invention  is  known  and  in  nse.  And 
I  cmU  on  gentlemen  to  show  how  the  progress 
of  science  €r  osefol  arts,  or  individnal  jnstice, 
would  be  less  promoted  by  granting  a  patent  in 
that  case,  tban  in  the  present  applioation.  Cer- 
tainly a  man  is  not  less  entitled  to  the  bonn- 
tj  of  Congress  who  has  given  to  the  pnblic  the 
resnlts  of  his  labors,  thim  he  who  has  enjoyed 
the  benefit  of  a  monopoly  for  foorteen  years; 
Dor  will  it  tx  asserted  that  the  right  of  the  com- 
monity  to  a&  invention  is  less  complete  from 
the  expiration  of  a  patent,  than  from  the  bare 
•et  of  disclosing  it 

Hr.  Betb^tt  said  he  did  not  know  that 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mr.  Whitney  oonld  be 
aeted  npon  tbis  day ;  indeed,  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  make  any  observationa  on  the  sub- 
ject, until  the  motion  for  strikins  out  a  portion 
ot  Uiebiil  waamadebyhis  friend  from  Geor^a, 
(Mr.  Bibb;}  he  therefore  hoped  the  Honse 
ironld  pardon  him  for  the  desultory  and  con- 
ftased  remarks  which  he  sbonld  impose  npon  the 
patience  of  the  Honse.  He  came  frtim  a  State 
whose  interests  were  nowise  oonoemed  in  this 
question,  and  therefore  be  stood  aaan  impartial 
advocate  in  fnver  of  the  patentee ;  his  feelings 
oonld  not  pertnil  him  to  remun  qiiiet  on  the 
qnestion ;  by  him  the  machine  of  Mr.  Whitney 
was  viewed  as  a  stupendous  monoment  of  hu- 
man invention — great  mental  exertion  alone 
oonld  prodace  resnlts  like  this,  and  be  appealed 
to  the  House  as  to  the  iHy)priety  of  granting 
the  prayer  of  the  petition  as  reported  in  the 
bill.  It  wsa,  he  conceived,  not  a  favor,  but 
jnstice,  wbidi  the  passage  of  this  bill  woald 
render  to  Mr.  Whitney.  If  he  was  correctly 
inforn'e'i,  Mr.  W.  received  but  a  trifling  com- 
pensation for  his  labors ;  that,  in  the  case  of  the 
Btate  of  Georgia,  he  expended  (20,000  more  in 
prosecuting  law-snits,  than  he  had  ever  been 
paid  in  that  State.    Mr.  S.  aontianed— he  wis 


informed  that  in  Booth  Carolina  Mr.  Whitney 
had  met  with  some  persecntion ;  the  assembly 
of  that  State  originally  porcbased  the  rigbt  to 
nse  the  machine  fur  the  sum  of  $60,000,  whioh 
was  to  be  paid  by  regular  annual  instalments. 
In  the  following  year  Kr.  W.  visited  Sonth 
Carolina  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  sec- 
ond instalment,  when,  instead  thereof,  he  dis- 
covered that  a  Legislature  lately  assembled  had 
repealed  the  law  formerly  enacted  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  and,  instead  of  reoeivinz  a  second  instal- 
ment the  Legtalatnre  ordered  that  he  ahonid  be 
Crosecuted  for  the  recovery  of  that  whioh  he 
ad  before  received.  Mr.  W.  was  saved  from 
prison  by  the    interference   of   some   private 

gintieraen.  [  Hera  Messrs.  Whjjajib  and 
ETBVse  rose,  and  in  conversation  explained  to 
tbe  satisfaction  of  Mr.  6.  that  the  statement 
made  was  not  aocnrate ;  that  the  delay  and 
difficnltiee  caused  by  the  proceedings  of  the 
Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  were  owing  to 
wefl-groQuded  snspidons,  at  that  time,  that  Mr. 
W.  was  sot  the  inventor  of  the  cotton  ^n,  and 
that  he  had  in  some  respects  &i1ed  to  comply 
with  the  oonditione  prescribed  by  the  law^ 
This  explanation  was  satisfactory  toMr.  S.,  and 
he  observed,  had  he  known  in  time  that  he 
would  have  taken  a  part  in  this  debate,  he 
should  have  considered  it  his  dnty  to  consult 
his  friends  from  Sonth  Carolina  on  this  sut^ect. 
lie  f  urtjier  stated  that  Mr.  W.  hod  informed  bim 
that,  in  the  final  adjastment  of  this  a&air,  the 
Stole  of  Sonth  Carolina  had  rendered  him 
ample  justice.  He  r^^etted  the  neoes^ty  of 
mentioning  States  in  debate— he  would  quit 
this  part  of  the  subject,  and  proceed  to  commu- 
nicate those  facts  which  had  made  an  impres- 
mon  on  his  mind  in  favor  of  tbe  bill.  He  would 
first  qnote  the  authority  of  Judge  Johnson  in 
bis  dedsion  of  the  case  of  Whitney  n.  Carter. 
Here  Mr.  S.  read  as  follows,  from  page  128 : 
"  With  regard  to  the  utility  of  this  discovery, 
the  court  wonld  deem  it  a  waste  of  time  to 
dwell  long  npon  this  topic.  Is  there  a  man 
who  hears  us  who  has  not  experienced  ita 
utili^)  The  whole  interior  of  Uxe  Soatbern 
Btatee  was  langnishing,  and  its  inhabitants  emi- 
grating for  want  of  some  object  to  engage 
thor  attention  and  employ  their  industry,  when 
the  invention  of  this  machine  at  once  opened 
views  to  them,  which  set  tbe  whole  oonntry  in 
active  motion.  From  childhood  to  age,  it  has 
presented  us  a  lucrative  employment.  Indi- 
vidnals  who  were  depressed  with  poverty,  and ' 
sunk  in  idleness,  have  suddenly  risen  to  wealth 
and  reepectability.  Onr  debts  have  been  pud 
"  capitals  increased,  and  c      '     '' 


invention;  its  extent  cannot  now  be  seen." 
These  were  tbe  sentiments  of  a  gentleman  re- 
siding in  the  Btate  of  Bonth  Carolina ;  fryim 
this  th«r  JusliMfls  may  be  estimated.  Mr.  S. 
continned — he  oould  not  stop  here.  Forei^ 
writen  prove  the  absolute  necessity  of  this 
machine,  to  bring  the  particular  ^ecies  at  cot- 
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ton  to  market,  which  ooostitntea  nine-ten thi  of 
that  which  the  United  Sutea  oonldfnrDieh.  Be 
would,  in  proof  of  this  dedftratfon,  read  from 
Edwards'  Histoty  of  the  West  Indisfl,  vol.  8, 
page  sec,  OS  follows :  "Greea  seed  oottoa  ia  of 
two  ipeciu ;  of  one  of  which  the  wool  was 
firmly  attaclied  to  the  seed,  that  do  method  b 
hitherto  been  found  of  aeparatlug  them,  eioept 
by  the  hand;  an  operation  bo  tediona  and  tronble- 
aome,  that  the  valne  of  the  oommodit;  is  not 
equal  to  the  pains  that  are  reqniaite  in  prepar- 
ing it  for  market.  This  sort,  therefore  Is  at 
present  onltirated  princip^r  for  supplying  wick 
jbr  the  lamps  that  are  tised  u  sagar  boUing,  and 
fbr  domestic  pnrpotM ;  but  th«  ataple  being  ex- 
ceedingly good,  aod  its  color  perfectly  white,  it 
would  doiiMlese  be  avalnaUeacqnintioD  to  ^e 
mnaHn  mannfactory,  ootild  means  Im  fomid  of 
detaohing  it  easily  from  the  seed,"  Whilst  the 
mind  of  Hr.  Edwards  was  thoa  occupied  Id 
London,  that  of  Mr.  Whitney  in  the  United 
States  effected  this  Talaable  deaderatum.  Hr. 
W.'s  machine  was  bronght  to  perfection  in  176S. 
Mr.  8.  dreaded  the  fhrtherfittigne  of  the  Hook, 
but  he  conld  not  refrain  from  stating  some,  ad- 
ditional facts,  Oonsolt,  said  he,  jour  Treasury 
reports,  and  there  jo<x  will  find  that,  in  the 
year  1810,  there  was  exported  from  the  United 
States  93.000,000  ponnds  of  cotton,  of  which 
84,000,000  ponnds  was  of  the  species  mentioned 
by  Edwards.  Without  the  gin  of  Whitney,  or 
some  machine  equivalent  thereto,  not  a  single 

Cind  of  the  64,000,000  ponnds  oOnld  have 
n  sent  abroad— thus  would  the  Unit«dStatM 
have  found  theraselvee  deprived  of  the  annoal 
income  of  |1S,  000,000,  withont  taking  into  view 
16,000,000  pounds  of  cotton  consnroed  in  onr 
country.  Cafl  we  do  too  much  for  this  man  t 
Let  Qs  render  him  but  ordinary  justice  and  pass 
the  bill.  Let  na,  said  Mr,  8^  consider  the  bene- 
fits resaiting  from  the  application  of  nsefcl  ma- 
chines in  Great  Britain.  Take  a  view  of  that 
of  Arkwright.  If,  said  Mr.  8.,  his  memory  did 
not  deceive  him,  in  the  year  176B  the  cotton 
manofactnre  of  Great  Britain  was  ranked 
amonff  the  lowest  of  her  domestic  branohes, 
and  did  not  valoe  more  than  £300,000  sterling 
annually;  in  1809,  that  nation  derived  thirty 
millioDsponnds  sterling  from  herindostry  in  this 
way.  England  well  knows  her  interest,  and  she 
fosters  her  arts.  Let  ua  in  this  respect  follow 
her  example,  by  doing  Justice  to  the  genina  of 
onr  countrymen.  Bnt  for  the  spinnlug  machi- 
nery invented  by  Arkwright,  and  the  gin  of 
Whitney,  the  ootton  manufacture  might  at  this 
time  remuQ  in  a  state  of  comparative  ol)sonrity. 
Very  little  will  be  observed  on  the  oonstitntion- 
ality  of  the  question.  He  would  apprize  his 
friend  from  Georgia*of  an  error  which  be  had 
fallen  into,  in  confonnding  monopolies  with 

S stent  rights.  In  the  United  States  they  were 
istinct  things ;  and  whilst  on  the  one  hand  the 
OoDstitution  of  the  United  States  has  guaran- 
tied to  inventors  their  inventions,  in  its  spirit 
and  letter  it  is  opposed  tomonopoUes.  The  re- 
newal of  a  patent,  said  Mr.  S.,  was  not  nnpre- 


oedent«d,  it  was  a  oommon-  thing  in  EngUaA 
and  France;  and,  in  the  United  States,  the 
oases  of  Evans  and  Whittemore  fnmished  ■ 
with  examples  of  the  trasMction  by  the  Cob- 
gr«ea  of  Uie  United  States.  Mr.  S.  iwd  ba 
would  finish  hie  remarks  with  the  expeclttioa 
that  the  Hooee  would  pua  the  bill  aa  reported. 
The  oommittee  rose,  and  had  leava  to  at 


TsraasAy,  Jone  11. 
Amy  Dardui. 
The  Honse  then  resolved  itself  into  ■  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mitteeof  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Amy  Dardin, 
that  it  is  reasonable,  and  ought  to  be  granted. 
After  some  debate,  the  committee  rose,  and 
reported  their  agreement  to  the  report ;  which 
was,  after  debate,  cononrred  in  by  the  House. 
For  the  report  U ;  agtunsC  it  42. 

MOVD&T,  Jane  S3. 
AdditiotutlDtMig. 

An  engrosaed  bill  for  imposing  additional  du- 
ties upon  all  gooda,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  from  any  foreign  port  or  plaoe,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  recommitted  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-day. 

The  Honse  accordin^y  resolved  ibelf  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  biU ;  and,  after 
I  tame  apeot  ther^,  the  Coremittee  rooa 
reported  the  Ull  to  the  Honae  wtthoot 
amendment. 

Mr.  BioxLow. — Mr.  Spe^er,  it  is  well  known 
that  I  have  been  uniformly  opposed  to  themen- 
nree  which  havedrained  the  Treasury  of  itsmo- 
-more  particularly  to  those  measnrea  of  the 
present  session,  which  have  rendered  necessary 
snch  large  appropriations,  and  laid  the  fbnnda- 
tion  for  an  expense  which  no  man  can  oalcvlatek 
But,  sir,  as  those  appropriations  have  be^ 
made ;  as  expenses  have  been  and  mnat  be  in- 
curred; the  means  of  payment  moat  be  provid- 
Sir,  I  hold  it  to  be  a  sonnd  politioitl  prin- 
ciple— a  principle  ttora  which  this  GoTonment 
never  ought  to  depart — that  the  creation  ot 
public  debt  ought  to  be  aoeotwanied  with  the 
means  of  its  extinguishment.  Tbis  priBdple  was 
Btrongly  reoommended  in  the  administration  (^ 
Wabhinotor,  by  the  then  Secretary  of  the 
Treaanrj;  in  a  report  to  Oongress  on  the  sub- 
ject of  nnanoe.  He  stated  it  to  be  the  tnie 
secret  for  rendering  public  credit  immortal,  and 
espreeaed  a  fervent  hope  that  the  Govemioent 
of  the  United  States  woold  always  adhere  to  it. 
The  arguments  in  favor  of  this  principle  are 
plain  and  obvious.  The  publio  credit  most  be 
supported,  or  the  Gkiverament  will  lose  the  con- 
Sdeuce  of  the  people.  The  public  credit  must 
be  supported,  or  you  put  at  hazard  the  best 
interesia  of  the  country ;  yon  hazard,  indeed,  the 
very  existence  of  the  Government.  In  popular 
Governments  there  is  always  a  relnctance  to 
laying  hardens  upon  the  people.  It,  thai,  while 
creating  a  public  debt,  ve  ue^ect  to  luovida 
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tbe  meaiw  of  payment,  vbat  will  be  the  oonBe- 
qoencet  Will  it  be  leaa  diffioolt  or  ODpopol&r 
to  do  this  &tW  the  debt  lias  aocBmaUtod  to  bq 
ononnoo  uDOantt  No,  nr.  Depend  upon  it, 
the  longer  jou  delay  to  proride  tbe  means  for 
discbvgiiig  the  public  debt,  the  greater  will  be 
tlie  risk  and  difflcolty  of  doing  it.  What  will 
be  the  oonaeqnence  of  eaoh  necleet  t  Sir,  the 
country  will  tw  daloged  with  Treasury  notes ; 
these  notes  will  depredate,  like  the  old  con- 
tinental money — the  whole  hiatory  of  which 
every  one^  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the 
Bevolntion,  knows  to  be  a  history  of  public 
and  priTste  frauds.  Sir,  the  floodgates  of  cor- 
mptiea  will  be  opened  upon  us.  Already,  sir, 
tigers  and  sharks  are  feasting,  in  anticipation, 
<Hi  their  prey. 

Impressed,  as  I  am,  with  the  importance  of 
the  principle,  that  the  creation  of  public  debt 
onght  to  be  accompanied  with  the  means  Of  its 
extingniahment,  I  confess  it  was  with  no  little 
■stomahment  I  learnt,  that  doubling  the  duties 
on  imported  articles  was  the  only  raenns  to  be 
provided;  that,  after  the  Bonse  had  solemnly 
resolved  upon  a  system  of  taiati<in,  embracing 
varioos  snbjecte,  and  intended,  aa  was  stated,  to 
equalize  upon  the  people  of  the  different  Blates, 
as  fkr  as  possible,  the  burden  of  taxation,  that 
only  one  of  thoee  has  been  selected,  and  that 
one  tho  most  utmost,  the  most  unequal,  and  the 
most  mischievous  of  the  whole.  These  remarks 
are  not  made,  Ur.  Speaker,  from  on  apprehen- 
Bioa  tbnt  doubling,  the  duties  on  imported  arti- 
dee  Witt  not  efiectoalty  open  the  eyes  of  the 
people,  fiir,  it  will  be  the  roost  nnpopidar  U~ 
you  can  impose.  The  people  of  this  oonntry- 
parUcularly  the  eastern  sections  of  it^  upon 
whcHn  thi«  tax  wilt  bear  peculiarly  hard — are 
too  enlightened  not  to  know,  to  see,  and  to  feel, 
the  operation  which  an  additional  duty  of  IDO 
per  cent,  upon  imparted  articles  will  have  upon 
them.  They  are  too  enlightened  not  to  know- 
that  this  wUl  be  but  the  beginning  of 
Luther,  sir,  are  they  so  ignorant  as  nut  to  know 
that  the  Ave  millions  of  dollars  which  it  is  oal- 
colated  to  raise  by  doubling  the  duties,  will  not 
discbarge  a  loan  of  eleven  millions,  and  Tresa- 
nry  notes  to  the  amount  of  five  millions  more ; 
mocb  less  that  it  will  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  war.  Yes,  sir,  they  will  at  once  see,  that, 
sooner  or  later,  other  taxes  must  and  will  be 
resorted  to.  Tne  tme  policy,  then,  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  is,  in  the  outset,  to  lay  the  foundation 
fd  a  sure  and  certain  revenue,  and  not  to  de- 
pend, in  a  state  of  war,  upon  a  revenue  to  be 
derived  from  a  source  so  nnoertun  as  that  oi 
oommeroe.  Uy  otyection  is  not  that  revenne 
ought  not  to  be  r^sed,  bat  to  the  present  mode. 
1  have  stated,  sir,  that  this  is  an  ui^jost  meas- 
nre.  I«t  os  fur  a  moment  look  at  its  opera- 
tion. There  is,  probably,  at  a  moderate  colca- 
lation,  seventy  raillions'  worth  ot  imported 
goodd  now  in  the  United  States,  which  have 
pAid  only  the  present  rate  <^  duties  Taking 
the  calculation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
■a  oorreot,  that  thinj-flve  millions  of  imported 


goods  yield  a  revenue,  at  the  present  rate  of 
duties,  of  five  millions,  the  seventy  mitliotu  now- 
in  the  United  States  have  pud  duties  to  the 
amount  of  ten  miUions. 

Wliat  then  will  be  the  oonsequence  of  pasring 
this  bill  t  The  owners  of  the  imported  goods 
in  the  United  Btates  are  men  who  under- 
stand their  own  interest.  The  moment,  there- 
fore, you  pass  this  bill,  and  impose  double  dntiea 
upon  goods  to  be  imported,  the  owners  of  goods 
now  on  hand  will  iuorease  the  price  as  mnohai 
least  as  the  amount  of  the  present  rate  of  dntiea. 
The  purchasers  of  these  goods,  therefore,  will 
have  to  p^'  to  the  owners  ten  millions  of  do!- 
nora  Uian  the  present  value.  You  wilt  of 
le  lay  a  tax  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  upon 
the  porohasers  and  consumers  of  these  goods, 
without  benefiting  the  Treasury  a  dn^le  cent. 

Does  this,  sir,  comport  with  the  prm<nplee  of 
Justice)  Is  it  right  to  take  from  one  part  of 
the  oommnni^  ten  millions  of  dollars  and  put 
it  into  the  hands  of  another  part?  In  opi>os> 
ing  this  measure,  J  am  not  advocating  the  in- 
terest of  the  merchant,  bnt  of  the  farmer,  the 
tradesman,  and  mechanic.  I  am  not  willing 
that  the  people  whom  I  represent,  in  addition 
to  the  taxes  they  must  pay  to  carry  on  the  war, 
shonid  also  pay  such  an  enormous  tax  to  the 
merohaDt 

Mr.  HiTomu.  eiprcflsed  hts  sentiments  as  be- 
ing favorable  to  an  augmentation  of  the  dntiea 
on  imports;  though  he  was  quite  nnpreparedto 
give  his  assent  to  such  increase  in  the  terms 
proposed  by  the  bill. 

It  is  therein  proposed,  sir,  to  donble  the  ex- 
isting customs.  I  think  this  is  not  the  best  way 
of  acoomplishing  the  object  intended.  The  bill 
is  brought  before  us  for  the  avowed  purpose  of 
raising  money.  The  mode  proposed  is,  by  an 
addition  of  one  hundred  per  cent,  on  the  sums 
levied  upon  imported  raerohandise.  Now,  al- 
though I  am  friendly  to  a  revision  of  our  tariff 
and  to  sach  an  amendment  of  it  as  will  ma- 
terially increase  the  receipts  at  the  Treasury,  I 
am  very  for  from  believing  the  method  now 
proposed  for  that  porpoge  is  the  one  we  ought 
to  adopt. 

1  object  to  the  plan,  beoanse  it  takes  for 
granted  that  the  rate  of  duties  now  extant  in 
our  statutes  is  prodsely  what  it  ought  to  be. 
This  I  humbly  conceive  is  not  the  fact.  A 
brief  recital  of  onr  commercial  system  inwards, 
will  show  it.  The  iropMBt,  nntil  the  adoption 
of  the  coDStitntion  of  17B7,  belonged  Co  the  re- 
spective States,  When  the  Qoverninent  went 
into  operation  in  ITSD,  it  took  the  direction  and 
the  profits  of  the  custom-fa ousee.  One  of  the 
earliest  acts  of  the  legislators,  which,  on  that 
oooasion,  assembled  at  New  York,  was  to  fix 
the  sums  which  each  denomination  or  parcel  of 
foreign  merchandise  should  pay  on  being  ad- 
mitted into  onr  conntrr.  Tbi»  was  done,  in  the 
first  instance,  with  all  the  skill  which  the  pa- 
triotisni  and  intelligence  of  the  members  of  the 
first  Oungrees  permitted.  From  session  to  ses- 
siou,  and  irom  tdme  to  time,  it  was  altered  and 
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Improved.  The  last  memorable  Bmendment, 
VM,  if  I  recollect  right,  ia  the  year  1604.  Then, 
A  Tttrietj  of  aitidcs  which  had  paid  &n  ad  valo- 
rem dotf  were  tpee^fieaiiy  enomerated  aod 
charged  with  dntiw  oonfiirmablr.  At  that  time 
oar  tariff  was  admirsblv  odoalated  to  answer 
its  several  pntposea.    Hndi  tibonght  and  pro- 


onr  tariff  was  admirsblv 
1  pntposea.    Hi 
fonnd  knowledge  had  been  bestowed,  to  matore 


it,  and  render  it  as  eomplete  as  poMbte. 
was  at  that  Ume  pecoliaiiy  and  happily  oaloola- 
ted  for  Uke  good  of  the  ii»d<». 

Bat  eight  years  have  el^ieed  since  that  table 
<tf  duties  was  arranged.  -  Dnring  tliat  term,  pro- 
dlgioDs  chansee  have  taken  plaoe  in  the  com- 
aerdal  world.  Tbie  principal  part  of  the  Enro- 
peao  Continent,  frata  the  BatUo  to  the  Kedi- 
terranean,  and  mim  the  Atlantic  to  the  Adria- 
tic, have  bowed  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  Em- 
peror of  the  French.  He  haa  published  hia 
modem  and  enormous  tariff,  and  caused  it  to 
be  enforced  throof^ont  hia  extensive  dominions. 
Tobacco,  cotton,  and  other  great  articlee  of 
AmerieUt  prodnoe,  have  been  snbjected  to  ex- 
cessive and  almost  prohibitoiy  imposta. 

Uemoralde  alterations  have  been  made,  dar- 
ing the  aforesaid  p«i4od,  in  the  inaular  tariff— I 
mean  of  the  British  dominiona.  Their  regnla- 
tioaa,  as  relate  to  lumber  aod  the  heavy  mate- 
rials of  onr  growth,  aa  well  as  to  t^  exporta- 
tion of  their  own  maDU&ctnrce,  have  I>e^  ma- 
terially tightened  and  itnughtened.  Their 
ohargeefor  convoy,  port  aocommod&tiona,  light- 
honaes,  and  qnaraatlDe,  are  exceedingly  heavy. 
It  ia  high  time  they  abonid  be  exammed,  and 
thoronghly  understood. 

A  ^reat  change  has  ako  taken  place  in  the 
colonial  system.  France  has  lost  Martinique, 
Gnadalonpe,  and  the  lals  of  BoDrbon.  Keiuier 
the  East  nor  the  West  Indiee  contain  any  prov- 
iDces  owing  alle^ance  to  the  Cordcan  Emperor. 
All  the  rum,  sugar,  coffee,  andmolaaees  of  those 
productive  re^ons,  were  now  English — and 
with  the  English  nation  we  were  now  at  war. 
In  like  manner,  the  Batavian  colonies  had  been 
forced  to  submit  to  the  HistresS  of  the  Seas ; 
and  Guiana,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Batavia, 
the  Spice  Islenda,  and  all  the  other  foreign  pos- 
sessiona  of  the  Dutch,  had  yielded  to  her 
qnering  power.  All  their  productions 
DOW  Anglican ;  and  we  ooold  only  obtahi  them 
&om  or  through  an  enemy. 

Out  own  country  bad  been  transformed,  dnring 
the  last  eight  years,  into  a  utuatiou  exceedingly 
diSerent  from  what  it  had  ever  been  before.  It 
haa  taken  many  atridee  towards  iudependi 
The  soil  bas  been  more  profoundly  explored, 
and  found  to  contain  innumerable  and  iuval- 
nahle  prodacliooa,  which  the  mlDwalogist  ex- 
amines with  pride,  and  the  economist  tunis  to 
profiL  The  forest  and  the  fields  have  been 
proved  to  rear  more  indigenoua  plants,  and 
he  capable  of  maturing  more  exotic  ones,  than 
any  observer  had  supposed.  And  the  arts, 
trades,  and  manufactureo,  which  have  arisen 
among  us,  have  progressed  with  a  thiiftiness  of 
which  I  can  cite  yon  no  example. 


pniposes  intended  to  be  fbrthered  by  the  dii 

on  imported  merchandise.  The  fint  of  thai 
was  the  ooUeodon  of  money  for  the  Trbrit; 
the  secMid,  woa  the  conctervuling  c^  other  m- 
tioos,  by  accommodating  ocr  dnty  to  tfatDj; 
and  the  tiiird  was  to  protect  onr  in&iit  ad 
growing  manufoctores.  He  oontended  thu  At 
mode  propoaed  by  the  bill  now  befine  te 
House  was  very  imperftet  in  all  theae  triatioi 
It  was  unsUtftilly  devised.  It  did  not  coata 
those  evidences  of  care  and  sagacity  that  o^ 
to  beam  in  every  feature.  He  was  not  wilbf 
to  l^alote  in  uiis  way — by  a  hop,  st^  oa 
a  jump.  Hewiahed  the  tviff  tone  viriMB 
such  a  manner  aa  to  snit  the  actual  tiA  A 
things,  and  the  exiating  conditicm  ct  sodilysiJ 
bn^nesa.  With  anch  vast  changes  in  the  on- 
mercial  and  mannfaeturing  departmenta,  M 
at  home  and  abroad,  who  ooold  reconcDe  hi* 
self  to  a  regnlation,  now  antiqntUed,  and  W» 
ing  almost  tota  eale,  from  the  real  (teidwalo. 

Double  dntiee  on  articles  wh«e  nest  Tthi 
was  uiuted  to  small  bulk,  aa  in  watdiea  (^  f^ 
and  mlver,  and  in  precious  stones,  pesife  mi 
Jewelry  of  all  kinds,  mi^tbe  an  indaceoMittD 
smuggling.  Already  we  know  the  tempudn 
was  too  great  to  be  related  under  the  prart 
dnties,  and  if  they  were  angmented  to  tb 
amount  proposed,  what  evasone  might  ant  V 
feared  t 

Hr.  Bixiox^r— Mr.  Speaker:  I  was  Itff! 
to  observe  on  Saturday  that  Uie  vote  <tf  the  ■» 
tority  was  not  so  uniform  on  this  bill  «  tsB^ 
This  circumstance  very  mnch  fortiJes  the  i^ 
menta  nrged  against  it  on  this  side  of  the  Hoa^ 
and  proves  that  the  opposition  cannot  be  rda- 
red  merely  to  the  spirit  of  party.  Inderf,  "^ 
the  objectiona  to  the  increase  of  duty  eontaa- 
plated  by  thia  bill  are  so  palpable  and  cliviM 
to  my  mind,  that  I  atiU  hope  it  will  not  finill; 
pass.  It  will  be  unequal  and  nn^r  in  Its  op^ 
ration  in  many  respects.  It  will  give  a  n^ 
advantage  to  the  merchants  who  now  bm 
goods  on  hand  over  those  whose  goods  are  sri 
yet  in  the  country,  and  which  will  be  importtd 
after  the  passage  of  this  bill.  The  addiiica^ 
dnty  will  by  the  former  be  added  to  the  pii* 
of  the  goods,  and  thns  an  entHmons  profit  v3 
be  given  them.  But  this  is  comparalinlr  * 
minor  consderation.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  ^ 
that  we  have  not  a  &ir,  just,  and  equal  i;^ 
of  Internal  taialJon,jQdicioualy  devised,  wit** 
wise  reference  to  the  feelings  and  temper  of  tta 
people.  Bnt^  in  all  onr  late  plana  and  scbenift 
we  appear  to  gooc  without  any  referen««t«jl 
to  the  temper  and  feehngs  of  the  people.  _  ^ 
revenne  derived  altogether  from  duties  on  ta- 
porta  must  always  be  unequal  in  its  openti* 
on  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  difo«* 
claxses  of  the  commnnity.  There  wDl  beo^ 
tricta  of  the  country— tiiere  will  be  ri* 
States-^  which  mannfaotures  will  be  canw 
on  to  a  great  extent;  while  other  parts  ot  tM 
country,  and  other  States,  have  few  or  no  bid- 
u&otDres.    In  diis  reepect  there  win  be  1  •*- 
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ions  ineqoalitf  between  mamafectoiing  and  noD- 
UDnfftctaring  States.  Again,  sir,  it  ia  aud 
list  tha  duty  vill  be  paid  b;  the  cgnnnoer. 
(at  it  b  not  invariablj  tme  that  the  oonmmer 
ATS  the  dntj.  The  whole  of  it  la  eometimM 
aid  bj  tbe  oonnuner ;  It  ia  lonietinMs  cBTided 
letween  the  importer  and  oonanmer,  and  not 
nfraqnentlf  falls  altogether  on  the  lmpai1«r. 
Ilia  depends  on  a  Tonety  of  dronnutanoea — 
irindpallj  the  state  of  the  market.  When  the 
sarlcet  is  orei-atocked,  a  great  portiOD  of  It 
anst  fidl  on  the  merchant.  There  mnst  often 
le  in  this  oonntry  a  state  of  thinoa  which  ren- 
len  it  difBciilt  or  impossible  to  a^  the  amoimt 
if  the  dntj  to  the  price  of  the  oommoditj- 
fhat  the  BtBt«  of  things,  and  what  tbe  maritet 
rOl  be  dnring  the  w&r,  for  which  thia  revenne 
a  to  be  provided,  it  is  diffloolt  to  foresee ;  for 
rhat  sort  of  a  war  we  ore  to  hare,  no  one  can 
tSl.  It  will  perhapa  be  another  anomaly  ftir- 
lisbed  by  American  potiticB.  I  believ^  how- 
irer,  hj  the  w^,  that  gentlemen,  who  ezpeot 
omh  of  "  tbe  jolde,  pomp,  «id  droametanoe  o( 
;lorions  war,"  will  be  mach  diaappolnted. 

Bot,  rir,  admitting  with  the  Rentlemeo  on  the 
ither  eide,  that  the  additional  ant;  provided  b; 
Jiis  bill  will  be  paid  \>j  t&e  conBnmers  of  im- 
mrted  articles,  if  the  consumption  is  mnoh  more 
a  one  part  of  the  conntrj  than  in  anoUier,  the 
inrdena  of  tbe  war  wilt  be  imposed  very  nne- 
(ually  and  nnjostly.  Now  it  was  proved  to  de- 
nonatration  bj  the  intelligent  and  aoonrate  gen- 
leman  from  Conneotioat,  (Mr.  FirxDr,)  that  tbe 
»nstunpUon  of  imported  articles  is  mnoh  great- 
■r  in  one  section  of  the  country  than  in  the 
>ther.  Hia  statement  and  arguments  on  thia 
nibjeot  have  not  been  denied.  Indeed,  the 
amdid  and  honorable  gentleman  who  advocated 
ilia  bill  on  Batorday,  (Mr.  Bibb,)  admitted  that 
t  woold  not  operate  eqnally.  It  wiU  Impoee 
be  burdens  of  the  war  on  the  Atlantic,  the 
toDomeroial,  Statea.  It  is  trne,  air,  that  many 
mported  aiticlee  are  oonanmed  in  every  part 
)f  the  Union.  Tea  and  col^  as  the  gentieman 
W>m  Penna^vania  (Mr.  Smilh)  told  ns,  ar«  nsed 
n  the  Western  coimtry.  Bnt  the  great  consnmp- 
ion  offoreiKHgoodsisin  the  Atlantio  States; 
md,  more  utan  anywhere  else,  in  the  North- 
astern  taction,  tbe  most  commercial  Sutes. 

I  know,  mr,  that  thia  topic  ia  regarded  by 
nany  gentlemen  as  Ongracioaa  and  invidions. 
Int  lepslating  as  we  are  fi)r  a  confederated 
{«pnbli(^  it  ia  worse  than  idle  not  to  regard  the 
iharaoter,  sitoation,  and  intereet  of  tbe  people, 
□  the  aeveral  sections  of  the  Union ;  and  I  ask 
;entlemen  who  are  ao  ardent  in  tbe  war,  wboee 
Msoms  seem  te  glow  with  patriotic  Are,  is  it 
ost  and  ttii  to  abandon  the  mtemol  taxes  and 
mpose  BO  mnch  of  the  bnrden  of  the  war  npon 
he  people  of  the  Northern  and  Eastern  Stateo, 
he  majority  of  whom  are  known  to  be  oppoeed 
o  it;  wboee  hearts  and  sonls  are  not  In  the 
loaineaB;  who  are  driven,  and  drsMed,  and 
breed  into  a  war,  in  which  titey  wiUgo  with 
-on  no  farther,  nor  any  longer,  tiian  a  patriotic 
■bedlence  to  the  oonatitntion  and  lawa  of  the 


oonntry  reqnires;  a  war  which  they  consider 
nnwiae,  impolitic,  inenedient,  and  rninotta ;  a 
war  which  mnat  annmilate  their  oonuneroe: 
that  oommerce  to  which  they  owe  their  rapid 
progreaa  in  popolation,  in  the  arts  of  civilized 
life,  in  knowledge,  In  literature,  in  all  that 
adorns  and  makes  society  valaable  and  inter- 
eetingt  From  this  people,  in  snch  a  war,  yon 
have  little  to  expect  While  we  are  talking  ot 
the  protection  of  oommerce  and  the  violation 
of  nentral  rights,  they  see  ns  adopt  the  most 
effbctnal  means  to  destroy  all  their  commerce. 

Another  objection  of  no  littie  importance, 
that  has  been  nrged  against  this  bill,  ia  its  ten- 
dency to  promote  smuggling,  before  the  re- 
strictive system,  which,  however  well  meant  by 
many,  has  proved  so  in^cadous  and  mlnoQ& 
we  had  in  this  ooimtry  a  system  of  commercial 
morals,  ot  which  we  iiad  mnoh  reason  to  boasL 
Snob  was  the  pnrity  and  fairness  of  the  mer- 
cantile character  that  in  ntr  other  oonntry  la 
the  w<nid  was  the  revenne  arising  from  duties 
on  imporia  ao  pUDOtnally  paid,  so  easily  and 
cheaply  eolleeted,  and  with  the  aid  of  so  few 
officers.  Bnt  the  unfortunate  policy  adopted 
in  ISOC  haa  destroyed  the  pnrity  and  elevation 
of  oommeroial  morals.  Evadoos  and  viotationa 
of  Qk  laws  ore  no  lon^  disreputable.  And 
what,  air,  mnat  be  the  sitnation  of  a  oonntry  in 
wbich  a  oonstont  evadon  and  open  violation  of 
the  laws  are  not  reprobated  by  public  sentiment. 
The  moral  and  patriotic  observer  will  see  with 
pain  and  mortification  that  we  are  about  to  add 
to  the  temptations  to  inoreose  the  stimulus  to 
evadons  and  violations  of  the  laws,  stiU  more 
to  debase  utd  degrade  the  c<Hnmeroial  idianioter 
of  the  Doontry. 

There  Is,  dr,  another  Important  view  of  the 
subject  before  us  at  thia  moment.  The  increase 
of  the  duty,  a  relianoa  upon  the  impost  as  the 
means  of  snpporting  the  war,  in  connection 
with  the  abondonmait  of  the  internal  taie^ 
affords  an  instructive  prtolieal  Ueeon  on  the 
nature  of  our  Grovemment.  It  teaches  yon  that 
it  is  nnflt  for  the  pnrpoeee  of  foreign  and  o%n- 
dve  war.  If  gentiemen  are  now  i^rdd  to  im- 
pose the  taxes,  they  most  believe  that  the  peo- 
ple will  not  bear  them.  And,  indeed,  dr,  few 
cases  win  ooonr  in  which  the  people  will  sab- 
mit  to  Bopport  the  bntdens  of  an  cffendve  war. 
Seldom  wUl  the  Government  be  able  to  carry 
on  snch  a  war.  Bnt,  sir,  the  oondnct  of  those 
gentlemen  of  the  m^ority  who  ore  for  imposing 
additional  duties  and  abandoning  tha  taxe^ 
proves  another  thing.  11,  when  they  have  Just 
witered  npon  tbe  war,  they  hedtate,  and  ore 
afraid  to  exact  of  the  people  the  meana  neeee- 
sary  to  carry  it  on,  they  mnst  be  conseions  that 
the  war  is  not  so  popnlor  as  they  have  im^in- 
ed,  tor  if  the  peofde  are  ao  hear^  in  the  bnd- 
ness  as  gentlemen  have  pntfessed  to  believe,  if 
they  Uibik  the  war  a  wise,  pditle,  and  necenory 
measnrt^  they  cannot  be  nDwflUiig  to  be  taxed  a 
littie  for  Its  aopport. 

Mr.  BiisBut — Hr.  Speaker,  tha  protectioD 
and  the  regulation  <tf  ounmeroe  bos  become  a 
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merchandise. 

Sir,  the  rertrictire  aystem  Lu  imnted  ti 
■everelr  on  tbe  commwdal  p«rt  of  the  oaiiiiL_ 
nitj — it  hM  been  the  sonroe  of  rniieh  oomplainl 
The  oonuoercial  daes  of  onr  fellow'-cibxens  have 
been  oppremed ;  thej  hive  been  im|ioTeriabed 
bf  the  policr  of  their  own  Glovemmeut,  and 
tbej  hftve  boea  aoHcitiDg  their  rakm  tor  relief 
The;  oomptuned  of  the  Bnt  embargo  ■  what  did 
they  get  t  why,  noD-intercoorae.  They  oora- 
plained  of  the  non-interconrie,  and  tod  soon 
gave  them  non-importation ;  when  uiejr  com- 
plained of  the  non'importation,  they  had,  in  ad- 
ditios  to  the  evil  complained  o^  a  Moond  em- 
bargo. They  then  complained  and  prayed  Ibr 
the  repeal  of  both  Uhm  laws,  and  you  have 
given  them  a  declaration  of  war— an  <^)ai  war 
against  tbe  Unite4  SogdcHU  erf  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  the  depandwdM  thereof. 
They  complain  of  this  war,  and  yon  give  them 
doable  dntiea  on  all  imported  merohan^se. 

Sir,  oommeFoe,  and  the  regulation  ot  oom- 
meree,hsve  become  the  Alpha  and  theOm«ga; 
it  is  the  canae  of  war — It  is  the  profteed  ob- 
ject and  end  of  war ;  and  by  this  bill,  yon  are 
making  proviaion  for  this  very  dau  of  citijceDS, 
wbo  have  been  thus  oompUmng,  oppreaaed  and 
impoverished,  to  sopport  the  war  by  paying 
doable  datiee. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  increase  of  Import  te  a  tax 


the  Eaflem  and  Northern,  than  on  the  Sontheni 
and  Western  Statesi 

The  former  are  nnder  ihaneoeasity  of  import- 
ing and  of  consmning  m<»«  of  the  f  ordgn  mana- 
b^orea,  than  the  Bonthem  States;  and  tfaoogh 
they  are  a  hardy  race,  they  are  not  able  to  en- 
coon  ter  the  severities  and  rigors  of  the  Northern 
winters  withont  a  mnch  greater  quantity  of 
clothing  than  is  necessary  t&t  the  people  in  tbe 
Sonthem  climates 

Sir,  the  people  in  the  Eastern  States  have  been 
rednoed  in  their  supplies ;  they  have  not  been 
able  to  carry  on  their  ordinary  domeotio  mann- 
&otnresfor  want  of  the  neownry  means  to  pre- 
pare tbe  erode  article  for  mauo&ctnre ;  and 
onring  Qiis  long  sesdon  they  have  been  memo- 
lializiog  Congress,  and  praying  that  theymight 
be  allotred  to  import  the  artide  of  wire,  and  of 
snoh  site  aa  ia  not  msnn&etored  within  the 

In 
oards,  necessary 
the  making  of  cloth ;  ^nt  they  have  not  beoi 
permitted.  Many  have  solicited  Congress  tor 
leave  to  import  anoh  Koods  and  merchandise  as 
were  ordered  and  paid  for  b^bre  tbe  ieaning  of 
the  President's  proolamation  in  November, 
1610;  but  withont  sttooestk 

Kr,  PoTTCB  was  in  favor  of  a  reoommrbnant, 
bnt  for  other  reasons  than  those  assigned  by 
dk«  mover.  He  wished  it  referred,  to  give  an 
Dpportnnity  to  aaoertun  the  sendmeuts  of 
'   >  HoQM  oo  tba  ntjeet  ot  the  repeal,  or  the 


mpoi 
thai 


partial  soqiennon,  of  the  present 

Ur.  P.  said  be  bad  fetmd  more  pieasarehtkt 
pnrsnittrfmany  of  the  things  of  tUs  world,  lis 
in  tbe  poseemut  of  them ;  and  he  foond  it,  > 
Bomeme«SDre,so  with  those  who  had  be«n  ray 
lealous  in  tbe  pnrtoit  oTwar.  TbeysppatRdn 
bim  to  have  taken  more  pleasure  in  ut*  pnnA 
of  thehr  &vorils  object,  than  in  tbe  «[^<7iM^ 
it ;  and  be  was  not  tony  to  aee  that  tbt  nt 
spirit  had  already  bwan  to  evuMHate,  sod  fti 
cold  calculating  s{»rit,ao  mnen  t^votesdtf 
the  oommeooement  <n  Uus  seencHi,  beocHag 
more  iashioaable. 

Mr.  P.  bad  been  indocad  to  beHeve  boa  0* 
zealoos  patriotiBm  displayed  this  BeaK<n,tfa< 
this  was  to  be  a  fighting,  and  notatndine**; 
that  tboee  who  hM  so  generOQsly  pdedged  tUi 
lives  in  Boj^MHtrfUie  presoit  war,  wrnddbsn 
bad  aa  opportunity  ot  %hting,  and  that  tl«N 
who  had  in  the  same  mann^  [jedged  tbekit- 
tunee  in  support  of  eny  meanire  tOofttii  by  Aa 
Administration,  would  have  an  c^ptHlsiilj  d 

Mr.  P.  thoo^t  we  bad  eommaiced  tbii  vw 
for  the  protection  of  onr  oommerce  and  the  a- 
coDragement  of  onr  toannbotories,  and  bm  is 
the  purpose  of  extending  the  oommeroe  and  ^ 
oonraging  tbe  mann&ctoriM  of  Great  Btitu; 
as  by  this  war,  with  the  partial  importation  ad, 
{eontem^ated  &»  the  purpoae  of  reveone,)  ■* 
at  onoe  destroy  onr  own  commerce,  by  pUdig 
in  the  bands  of  the  En^ish  the  gretfast  wt 
we  have  at  sea,  leaving  the  ren>aind»  vtam, 
to  rot  at  our  wharves.  Te  destn^  our  na*- 
factoriee  of  cotttm  by  the  strange  selection.  i> 
onr  partial  imputation  act  Ve  give  to  GiMt 
Britain  advantageain  thiswar,th^BlMhMi« 
enjoyed  in  time  of  peace.  We  sorrender  teb* 
wbat  many  say  abo  his  been  conttat^ag  tat-' 
the  oommerce  of  tbe  worid — by  giving  her  ■ 
<Miportanity  of  supplying  us  wi^  her  mercbtt- 
dise  under  the  flag  of  her  friends ;  and,  intl* 
';  onset  of  this  war,  implicitly  acknowledp 
dependence  upon  them  ;  that  we  cannata 
withont  their  mann&otiu'ee  to  dotbe  tba  asIiM, 
without  thmr  oommerce,  to  raise  a  levesaa 
to  carry  on  the  var.  Mr.  P.  said,  if  be  bad 
been  in  favor  ot  this  war,  it  woold  hare  bcM 
painful  to  him  to  be  compiled  to  acknowMp 
that  tbe  people  in  this  country,  who  pretMidcd 
to  agb  so  mach  for  war,  would  not  bear  tfal 
least  privatiooa,  or  consent  in  any  event  lopV 
taxes,  bnt  mnst  depoid  upm  their  eaaay  M 
clothe  them,  and  to  fomiah  them  with  so  iW' 
reot  oommeroe  to  raise  a  revenoa  to  figfat  the* 
with.  Mr.  P.  said  a  war  thus  carried  on  b^ 
be  without  an  ol^ect — vwy  ruinooi  to  tbii 
country  and  of  long  doration ;  for,  if  Great  fti^ 
da  can  send  her  mannfaoturea  into  tbe  UdM 
States  at  hig^  prices,  and  parc^ate  onr  prcdsei 
almost  at  ber  own  priee,  and  be  the  szchH** 
oarriw,  both  waya,  in  her  own  ships,  oit^^ 
flag  of  nentrals  entirdy  nnder  ber  oonlicdi  ua 
can  have  no  object  in  making  peace. 
Mr.  P.  Mid  if  the  ntw-importMioB  aetshodl 
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be  repet>l«d  or  snipended  in  pftrt,  ttgrotable  to 
the  letter  of  the  Beoretarj  of  the  Treunrj,  and 
we  ere  to  have  a  trading  war,  we  shall  have  a 
revenue  snfBoient  to  answer  all  our  pnrpoaes, 
witlkOQt  iDoreasing  oar  dnties  at  sill,  aa  we  con 
disband  our  arm;  and  reduce  oar  expeoaes,  as 
the  difierenoe  of  expense  between  a  trading  and 
a  fighting  war  will  be  so  great  that  the  present 
rateofdntiee  will  uiswer  all  our  porpoaea;  bat, 
if  the  non-importation  sot  ihonld  not  be  repeal- 
ed or  BOBpended,  we  shall  have  do  import&tioDB 
of  importaoce  for  the  doable  daties  to  operate 
upon;  for,  if  yon  doable  joor  datiee  nnder 
■och  dronmstances,  by  which  yon  raise  one 
million  of  dollan,  what  is  the  operation  npon 
the  consomer  t  Allowing,  which  is  oeriainlj 
the  fact,  lliat  the  whole  amonnt  of  goods  in  the 
ooontry  at  this  time  is  equal  to  one  jear's  im- 
portation, which  would  have  given  the  Gov- 
ernment a  revenae  of  at  least  fifteen  millions  of 
dollars,  the  present  holder  of  the  goods  in  this 
oonntry  will  immadiaCel?  add  the  doable  daties 
to  bis  preseat  price,  which  will  be  increased  in 
oonseqoence  of  the  war ;  so  that  the  oonsamers 
will  have  to  pa^  the  present  holders  of  the 
goods  now  in  this  country  at  least  fifteen  mil- 
Bpna  of  dollars,  of  whioh  the  Government's  ob- 
taining one  million  of  dollars  on  fnture  import- 
ationa,  yon  compel  the  consomer  to  pay  at  least 
■xteea. 

Mr.  P.  Mid  he  wonld  for  a  moment  examine 
the  letter  fhim  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  on 
the  subject  of  rerenne,  recommending  a  par- 
tial enspension  of  tiie  present  non-importaUon 
act.  He  calcnlates  that,  by  donbling  tne  daties 
on  snch  partial  importiktion,  allowing  that  we 
ahonld  import  only  hslf  as  much  fi«m  Great 
Britain  in  time  of  war  as  in  peace,  that  the 
daoes  wuold  amount  to  the  same.  Here  agun, 
yon  have  no  mercy  on  the  oonsamers ;  as  the 
operation  In  the  first  plaoe  will  be  to  give  Great 
Britain  double  her  prices  for  her  Roods,  on 
whioh  the  Giovemment  gets  donble  dntiee, 
all  whtdi  is  to  be  pidd  by  the  oonsamer,  when 
the  prioe  of  his  prodoce  is  to  decrease  in  much 
the  same  proportion. 

Mr.  P.  bad  heard  maoh,  on  former  occasions, 
■boot  the  encoaragement  of  onr  msno&ctoriea, 
and,  althoagh  he  never  was  himself  for  enoonr- 
aging  them  at  the  expense  of  the  farmer,  or  the 
£preaioD  of  oar  commerce,  yet  he  conld  but 
lament  that,  aftor  the  commercial  spirit  of  the 
w>Hntry  was  almost  broken  down^  and  many  of 
oar  oommeroial  and  seafaring  cibzens  had  been 
compelled  to  quit  their  former  employment  and 
resort  to  mannfaotoring  for  the  support  of  their 
fsmilies,  that  tlie  \aboi  oS  that  vataable  class  of 
dtisans  were  next  to  be  assailed ;  for,  in  exam- 
faiing  the  bill  on  onr  tables,  in  oonwqaenco  of 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary  <rf  the  Traasory,  re- 
eommending  the  partial  importotioo,  what  will 
be  the  effect  npon  the  cotton  fketories  I  All 
eottoa  doth  under  fifteen  pence  and  over  three 
■hillings  per  Bqaar«  yard,  prime  oast,  is  to  he 
pn^tdted,  and  all  between  these  two  prioee  are 
lo  be  imported,  to  that  the  qnality  ahnoat  ez- 


clnnvely  manufactured,  and  in  general  use  In 
this  oonnlry,  is  to  be  permitted. 

Mr.  P.  thought  this  a  very  left-handed  way 
of  enconraging  the  manofactores  of  this  country ; 
bat  it  seems  as  though  every  consideration  in 
time  of  war  as  well  as  peace,  is  to  be  sacrificed 
for  the  purpose  of  oollocting  money  from  the  peo- 
ple in  a  manner  the  most  likely  for  them  to  ro- 
maii)  in  ignorance  of  the  hardens  that  the  Gov- 
ernment imposes  upon  them. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Rahdolfh 
to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  oat  the  words 
'*onehandred"beforetlie  words  "per  centum" 
in  the  first  section ;  and  the  question  thereon 
l>eing  token,  it  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative—yeas CD,  nays  75. 

Satubdat,  Jane  27. 
Jia^Talisition  Late. 

Mr,  Laoock  said  that  he  should  not  offer  any 
subject  for  the  consideration  of  the  House 
at  this  late  stage  of  the  session,  had  he  not  been 
convinced  the  sabject  was  Bnoh  as  required  the 
immediate  interposition  of  Congress.  It  wonld 
be  fonnd,  by  an  examinaljon  of  the  nataralixa- 
tion  laws,  that,  after  the  declaration  of  yrax 
with  Great  Briton,  the  conrts  were  prohibited 
fix>m  naturalizing  any  foreigners,  although  tliey 
might  have  registered  their  nunes  and  resided 
in  the  country  during  the  probationary  period 
required  by  law.  To  these  persons,  it  appeared, 
the  Government  was  pledged,  and  the  change 
of  the  relation  between  the  two  countries,  did 
not  lessen  the  obligation  the  Government  was 
under  to  redeem  that  pledge,  and  admit  those 
persons  to  the  rights  of  oitiEeDs.  It  would, 
moreovv,  be  recollected  that,  by  the  State  laws, 
those  persons  were  made  sabject  to  perform 
militia  doty,  and  that,  as  volunteers,  or  other- 
wise, they  woald  compose  a  part  of  oar  Army; 
and,  perliaps,  while  in  this  utuation,  might  be 
taken  and  punished  as  traitors  by  their  Oovem- 
ment  No  ^iprehension  of  danger  conld  be  en- 
tertuned  by  their  admission  to  the  ri^ts  of 
citizens.  They  were,  most  of  them,  atlAched 
strongly  to  onr  Government,  and  Boncht  thb 
country  as  an  asylum  from  oppresdon,  &o.  He 
was,  by  these  considerations,  induced  to  offer 
the  following  resolution ; 

"  Betohed,  Hut  a  oommittee  be  appointed  to  In- 
qnira  ich>  the  eipediency  oT  so  stDsndmg  the  nst- 
nnliuCicBi  laws  of  the  UniWd  Stale*  M  Co  admit  to 
ths  rights  of  citiiendilp  mob  alieoi  aa  hava  emigrat- 
ed tma  the  United  Kingdom  i^  Great  Britain  and 
Inland  and  her  dcyadancies  to  tin  United  States 
or  her  Tinilocies  previoiu  to  the  eighteenth  di^  of 
Jane,  18(3,  and  Uist  tfaa  eoounittee  have  leave  to 
tapoit  by  Ull  or  othrawiie. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  Messrs, 
Liooor,  Emott,  and  Teoup,  were  appointed  a 
committee  accordingly. 
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States,  and  inform  him  Kt  the  proposed  recesB 
ofCoQgreBs;  that  tbe  President  of  the  United 
States  did,  Uiis  day,  approve  and  sign  "  An  act 
respecting  the  paj'  of  the  Ann;  of  the  United 
States ;"  and  that  the  Senate,  having  oompleted 
the  legislative  bosineoa  before  them,  are  ready 
to  adjonrn. 
Ur.  Nxirrox,  ftom  the  committee  i^tpointed 


Ordveai,  That  a  ineeBi^  be  sent  to  Um  Sen- 
ate to  infbnn  them  that  thu  Hooae,  having  «om- 
plete  the  badness  before  them,  are  now  readj- 
to  aiiyonm ;  and  that  the  clerk  do  go  with  the 
said  tnesaoge. 

The  clerk  aooordinglj  went  with  the  eaid 
moMnge ;  and,  having  retomed,  the  Bpeakere^ 
Joomed  the  Honae  nntil  the  first  Monday  in 
If ovember  naxL 
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FIB9T   BBBBIOir   or  THE  TWELFIS  OOITOBBSS,  AS   DUBIRS    TUB   Tm 
WUS   OKDiaSO   TO  BE   XKPT   6KCBTT,    AND   BBSPIOTUTO 

a  TSfusuntys  or  BEanioT  was  ArrsBWABSB 

BUCOVZD  BY  OBDBB  or  TUX  HonsB. 


WxDKUiMT,  April  1, 1812. 

A  eonfidtntial  Hemage  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Colss, 
his  Betretary ;  which  he  delivered  in  at  the 
Speaker's  table  i  Whereupon,  the  House  was 
cleared  of  all  persons  eicept  the  Uembera,  Clerk, 
Sergesnt-at-Anns,  and  Doorkeeper,  and  the 
doors  were  closed. 

The  VoBsage  was  then  read  at  the  Olerk' 
table,  and  is  as  foUows  : 

7b  di  finale  mi  Bmh  of 

Ji>jntaili^ifcfAa  IXnited  Stain  t 

ConnderiDg  <t  m  cxpediBnt,  nudar  eliitiiia  oiianm 
ttanoei  aai  proqieiits,  that  ■  genenl  embaiso  b 
laicl  OD  all  veMel*  now  In  port,  or  herufter  amTing, 
itu  the  period  of  nxtj  dayi,  I  reeommind  ths  ir 
msdiate  paiMn  of  a  law  to  that  effect 

JAU£S  UADISON. 

Arwi.  1. 1812. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  PosncB,  the  Meiaage  was 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  that 
part  of  the  President's  Message  at  the  i 
meaoement  of  tlie  seauon,  which  relates  to  For- 
eign Relations. 

And,  after  a  short  lapse  of  time,  Ur.  Fokixb, 
from  the  Committee  on  Ft^iga  Bcl&tiona,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  above-dted  Ueesage  of 
the  President  of  the  United  8Ut«a,  presented  & 
bill  laying  an  embargo  on  all  dilps  and  vessels 
in  the  porta  and  harbors  of  the  United  States ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Oommittee  of  the  whole  House  to~day. 

The  Eonse  aooordingly  resolved  itself  into 
a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill ; 

Ur.  BoTD  then  moved  to  amend  it  by  striking 


out  of  the  firat  section  tiity  days,  and  insert 
oae  hnndred  and  twenty  days.  He  said  a  gm- 
tleman  declared  the  measure  to  bo  s  precorsor 
to  war — the  time  will  be  mnch  too  diort  for 
the  great  amomit  of  American  property  now 
abroad  to  retnm ;  the  motkin  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Sbtbkkt  viewed  the  sabjeot  as  ot  vast 
importance;  be  consdered  that  the  pnqiaation 
came  to  the  Honse  in  a  very  qnestionaUe 
shape;  he  wanted  information,  and  he  called 
opon  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  to 
say  whether  it  is  to  be  oonaider^d  as  a  peace 
meaaare  or  a  preconor  to  war. 

Mr.  Gbuitdi  (one  of  the  committ«e)  s^d  be 
was  willing  to  answer  the  very  proper  inqnirf 
of  the  gentlemkn  from  Pennsylvania,  (Ur. 
Sbtbebt,)  that  he  nnderatands  it  aa  a  war 
messore,  and  it  Is  meant  that  it  shall  lead  <&• 
reotly  to  it ;  that  with  any  other  view  there 
oan  be  do  propriety  in  it ;  as  a  peace  meaanre^ 
he  had  no  idea  that  the  President  wonld  hate 
recommended  it  nor  wonld  the  comiaitt«e  have 
agreed  to  it.  He  hoped  the  ^oiUenua  from 
Peonsylvania  wonld  now  be  aaOsfied,  and  pre., 
pare  Us  mind  to  vote  for  it 

Mr.  MoEbb  objected  to  the  last  sediMi,  on 
aoooimt  of  the  penalties  which  it  proposed, 
which  he  considered  altogether  nnimportant, 
as  it  is  to  beapreonraorto  war,  it  being  merely 
precautionary  and  for  a  short  tmie.  He  made 
some  other  inqoiriea  respeotii^  the  section,  aitd 
why  sach  provitions  were  in  it, 

Mr.  PoBTBR  said  the  bill  was  draughted  ac- 
cording to  the  widies  and  directioDB  of  the  • 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Ur.  Srtow  sud  the  salfjeot  beft^e  the  eom- 
mtttee  oo^t  to  be  considered  of  vaiy  great  im- 
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If,  BB  H>me  gentlemen  m.j.  It  la 
reconor  to  war,  tLere  were  gome  Tery  aerioi 
DutioDS  to  be  asked — Wh&t  is  the  situation  of 
or  fortreflsmt  What  is  the  dtnsition  of  our 
sontry  generallyf  He  would  answer,  theirare 
e&ncelesa,  particolarlj  the  fortiScationa  in 
Few  York,  which  are  nnmanned  and  unarmed. 
[e  aud  this  fact  appeared  by  a  tett«r  now  in 
oasesalon  of  a  member  of  the  Hons^  which 
las  very  lately  been  received  from  Jadge  Liv- 
igitoit,  of  New  York.  Ur.  6.  said,  that  to  try 
Im  qnestioD  whether  we  will  now  la;  an  em- 
lOffi,  ha  moved  that  the  first  section  of  the  bill 
«  Btrickeii  oat; 
Ur.  Glat  (the  Sfuxsb)  then  warmly  ezpre«s- 
d  his  flfttisfaction  and  full  approbation  of  the 
(essoge,  and  the  propoaition  now  before  tbe 
Committee.  He  approved  of  it  beoanse  it  is  to 
le  viewed  as  a  direct  preenrsor  to  war.  He 
lid  not  wish  npon  this  oocadon  to  hear  of  the 
ijnsion  of  Brockholst  livingston  or  any  other 
nan.  No  gentleman  cttn  question  the  pro- 
xies of  the  proposiUon.  Gentlemen  who  said 
»  much  about  the  want  of  preparation  are  not 
Ibr  war.  He  considered  this  a  war  measure, 
md  M  sncb  be  should  discnss  it.  Bir,  KaJd  Mr.  0_ 
tfler  the  pledges  we  have  made,  and  the  stand 
we  have  taken,  are  we  now  to  cover  ourselves 
with  shame  and  indelible  disgrace  by  retreat- 
ing from  the  measures  and  gronnda  we  have 
tiieiil  He  then  stated  our  measnres,  onr 
pledges,  and  the  great  injories  end  abases  we 
Dsve  reoeired.  He  said,  what  would  disgrace 
utindlTidoalnnder  cerl&in  circumstances  wonld 
digrace  a  nation.  And  what  wonld  yon  think 
of  one  individnal  who  had  thos  oonduoted  to 
iDotber,  and  should  then  retreat  t  He  did  not 
think  we  were  npon  this  occasion  in  the  least 
embanasMd  by  the  oondnot  of  France  in  bnm- 
ing  OUT  vessels i  that  may  be  asntjeotef  fiitnre 
ooD^eration.  We  have  complete  evidenoe  as 
to  the  enemy  whom  we  have  selected.  As  weak 
and  imbecile  as  we  are,  we  wonld  combine 
I'ranae  if  necessary.  He  said  there  was  no  in- 
trinao  difGculty  or  terror  in  the  war:  there 
was  oo  terror  except  what  arises  from  the 
novel^.  Where  are  we  to  come  in  contact  with 
ooreiieniyt  On  oar  own  continent.  If  gwi- 
tlemen  please  to  call  theee  sentiments  Qaixotio, 
Iw  Would  say  he  pitied  tbem  for  their  sense  of 
hnior.  We  know  no  pains  have  been  spared  to 
villify  the  Grovemment.  If  we  now  proceed  we 
■hall  be  supported  bv  the  people.  Many  of  onr 
peo^e  have  not  bdieved  that  war  is  to  take 
Idaoe.  They  have  been  wilfblly  blinded.  He 
was  waUng  to  give  them  farther  notice.  It  re- 
nins for  ns  to  say  whether  we  will  shrink  or 
™Ii>w  up  the  patriotic  conduct  of  the  President. 
AS  an  American  and  a  member  of  this  Hoose,. 
M  fUt  a  pride  that  the  Execotdve  had  reoom- 
tiuoded  this  measure. 

Ur.  BiKDOLFS  Bud  he  was  so  imprened  with 
tw  importance  orthe  subject  and  the  solemnity 
H  the  oociaon,  that  be  could  not  be  silent  Sir, 
m^  Mr.  Bt  we  are  now  in  conclave ;  the  eyes 
01  the  iDrTounding  world  are  not  npon  us.    We 

TouiT.— as 


are  shnt  up  here  from  the  light  of  Heaven ;  hnt 
the  eyes  of  Qod  are  npon  ns.    He  knows  the 

Sirit  of  onr  minds.  Shall  we  deliberate  npon 
is  subject  with  the  spirit  of  sobriety  and  can- 
dor, or  with  that  spirit  which  has  too  often 
characterized  our  discnsdons  npon  oocanons 
like  the  present !  We  onght  to  realize  that  we 
are  in  the  preeence  of  that  God  who  knows  onr 
thoughts  and  motives,  and  to  whom  we  mnst 
hereafter  render  an  accoont  for  the  deeds  done 
in  tbe  body.  He  hoped  the  spirit  of  party  asA 
eveiy  improper  pasnon  wonld  be  exorcised,  that 
onr  hearts  might  be  as  pore  and  clean  as  &11  to 
the  lot  of  human  nature. 

He  was  confident  in  declaring  that  this  was 
not  a  measure  of  the  Giecntive — that  it  was 
engendered  by  an  eitonsive  excitement  upon 
the  EieoDtive.  He  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Sbtbkbt)  that  it  comes 
to  us  in  a  very  giiettionablt  shape,  or  ratlier  in 
an  vngTiatuinaSle  ihape — whose  ever  measure 
it  is,  tne  people  of  the  United  States  will  con- 
sider it  aa  a  subt^rfbge  for  war ;  as  a  retreat 
trma  the  l>att]e.  We  some  years  ago  reeolved 
that  we  most  have  war,  emoargo,  or  tabmimwn 
— we  have  not  had  war  or  submitted — ^we  must 
tberefbre  have  embargo.  It  appears  to  be  lim- 
ited to  sixty  days;  atUieeipiratioDof  that  time 
will  any  one  say  we  shall  be  prepared  for  wart 
Sir,  we  are  in  the  situation  of  a  debtor  who 
promises  to  pay  his  note  at  the  bank  in  sixty 
days — we  shoU  prolong  the  time  sixty  -^nys, 
and  sixty  days  uter  tliat,  until  deferred  hope 
makes  the  heart  sick.  He  would  tell  the  honor- 
able Speaker  that,  at  the  end  of  sixty  days,  we 
shall  not  have  war,  and  the  reason  is,  the  Ex- 
ecDtire  dare  not  plunge  the  nation  into  a  war 
in  onr  nnprepared  state. 

Mr.  Both,  of  New  Jersey,  said,  while  he  ad- 
mittod  the  fire  and  s[drit  of  the  honorable 
Speaker,  he  thought  he  wonld  do  well  to  be 
considerate.    He  asked  whether  we  wer«  pre- 

Sored  to  ass^  our  enemy,  or  repel  her  attacks  ? 
[e  asked,  whether  it  is  wise  in  an  unarmed  na- 
tion, as  we  are,  to  commence  hostilitiee  against 
one  so  completely  prepared  t 

The  motion  to  strike  out  tiie  first  section  was 
loet^-ayas  SG,  noes  TO. 

Mr.  Srtbkbt  sud,  that  in  voti^  for  the  sev- 
eral important  measures  which  Congress  have 
agreed  to  this  session,  he  felt  himself  pledged  to 
go  to  war;  that  he  was  tn  fkvor  of  an  embargo 
as  a  precautionary  measnre  and  preonrsor  to 
war.  When  we  voted  for  the  twenty-five  thou- 
sand men  he  supposed  the  Executive  intended 
war — but  he  has  now  saoh  information  from  a 
friend  in  whom  he  confldee,  as  leads  him  to  be- 
lieve that  offensive  operations  are  not  meant. 
We  ought  to  be  better  prepared  before  we  en- 
gage in  war.  He  hod  observed  in  the  Balti- 
more papers  that  the  British  have  ordered  a 
squadron  and  twenty  thousand  men  for  our  coast 

Mr.  Siaua  expressed  bis  surprise  at  the  ob- 
servations of  his  friend  and  colleague:  he  did 
not  know  ftom  what  qaartw  he  had  obtained 
his  information,  that  the  President  does  not 
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meu  war.  Does  ba  believe  he  has  all  this 
time  be«Q  deoeiriag  the  Legiglatore  ?  He  had 
beard  bnt  one  aentimeDt  frbm  tbe  Frcradent, 
which  is,  tAat  vt  nnut  mate  oar  Duless  Great 
Britain  relenta.  The  President  had  always  mp- 
po«ed  that  the  embargo  most  precede  war — the 
onl]'  difference  baa  been  as  to  the  time,  whiob 
baa  been  finally  coropromieed.  Tbe  embargo 
ia  intended  as  a  war  measure.  He  wonld  asanre 
bia  colleague  it  was  intended  by  both  tbe  Ex- 
ecutive and  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. That  being  now  np,  he  woold  obserre 
that,  at  tbe  beginning  of  tbe  eessicm,  he  was  not 
■o  warm  for  war  as  man;  were,  bnt  be  was  for 
oommercial  restriotions.  He  was  not  for  tbe 
twenty-five  thousand  men;  but  aa  tbe  House 
have  detennined  otlierwise  he  would  now  go  to 
war — if  we  now  recede  we  aball  be  a  reproach 
among  ail  nadons. 

Ur.  Setbbbt  then  add,  that  hts  intentirai  waa 
to  resist  seriously  Great  Britain ;  he  would  be 
plain ;  but  he  was  not  for  going  to  war  unpre- 
pared. When  the  bill  for  raiainatbe  twenty- 
five  thonsaod  men  was  before  tbe  House,  it  waa 
then  declared  to  be  aooording  to  tbe  wishes  of 
the  Secretary  at  War — since  uiat  time  tbe  Sec- 
retary has  said  it  was  not  bis  wish,  from  whiob 
he  concloded  it  was  not  tbe  wish  of  the  Pre^ 
dent 

Mr.  RuiDOLPs  proposed  to  read,  from  memo- 
randa in  bis  possession,  of  what  occurred  in  tbe 
Committee  of  Foreign  Belatitoia,  and  a  confer- 
ence between  them  and  the  Secretary  of  State ; 
which  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  Basbxti  (Chairman)  considered  It  in 


The   Cbainni 


Mr.  Bandolpr  said,  it  will  qipear  that  the 
embargo  is  not  preporatoiy  to  war,  that  is  to 
say,  it  waa  not  neoewarily  so,  and  of  course  not 

of  fhe  character  which  the  Speaker  has  con- 
sidered it.  From  his  minutes  (among  other 
facta)  it  appeared  that  Mr.  Monroe  said  to  the 
committee  that  the  Fremdent  thou^t  we  ought 
to  dedare  war  before  we  adjourn,  unless  Great 
Briton  recedes,  of  which  uiere  was  no  pros- 
pect. That  there  was  oonversatiou  about  an 
embargo.  Mr.  Monroe  was  asked  by  some  of 
the  committee  whether  the  President  woold 
recommend  it  by  message ;  be  answered  that  be 
;woDld,  if  be  could  be  assured  it  would  be  ac- 
ceptable to  tbe  House.  He  also  said  Mr.  Bar- 
low had  been  matnicted  to  represent  to  tbe 
French  Government  our  sense  of  the  injuries 
received,  and  to  press  upon  them  our  demands 
for  reparatioa— tnat  if  she  refused  us  Justice, 
tbe  embargo  would  leave  tbe  policy  as  respects 
Fraoee,  and  indeed  of  both  countries,  in  oar 
handa.  He  was  asked  if  any  essential  altera- 
tions would  be  mode  within  sixty  days,  in  the 
defanee  of  our  maritime  fronti^  or  seaports  f 
Mr.  M  answered  that  pretty  considerable  pre- 
parations wonld  be  made.  He  said  New  York 
WK  in  a  respectable  state  of  defence^  bat  not 


■neb  as  to  resist  a  formidable  fleet;  bottUit 
was  not  to  be  expected  that  such  skindcifva 
would  be  carried  on.  It  waa  replied  tlui  n 
must  expect  what  commonly  b^ipens  in  rm 
Mr.  M.  said  that,  although  a  grau  distiai  ui 
injury  mighttake  place  in  one  part  of  tbe  ruin, 
it  would  not  enentially  affect  the  popolitxncr 
resonrces  of  tbe  Union  at  large.    Aa  to  ihi  pn- 

Sared  state  of  the  conntij,  he  said,  in  case  d  i 
eclaration  of  war,  the  President  wodd  iu( 
feel  himself  bound  to  take  upon  hintariTiDiM 
than  his  share  of  tbe  responsibihty.  Vr.  TL 
said  that  the  unprepared  state  of  the  oomB; 
waa  tbe  only  reason  why  ulterior  mcsniti 
should  t>e  deferred. 

Mr.  R.  then  sud  that  the  step  we  are  ilM 
taking  is  too  high  a  price  to  pay  fur  tbe  at- 
siatency  of  gentlemen  who  think  they  bare  am 
too  f^  to  recede;  it  is  too  expensive  to  bdm 
them  np  in  this  way.  He  aued  what  riH  h 
the  situation  of  ihia  people  in  sixty  dayst  Fi 
your  note  into  the  bank,  and  see  how  tool  i 
will  be  out  What  will  be  the  sitnatioD  <tf  tb 
nnbappj,  misguided  country  I  What  wonU  * 
have  been  for  sixty,  one  hundred,  or  tbrM  bm- 
dred  and  sixty-five  daya  past  I  He  bad  1h^ 
not  to  have  seen  the  old  story  of  the  dogvrr 
rjing  the  oat,  &c.,  reslizad.  Are  the  nuyoiilT. 
in  consequence  of  having  been  goaded  bj  ftt 

Ereeses,  to  plunge  tbe  people  into  a  irtr  ^ 
rin^ng  them  first  to  tbe  whipping-pa6t  M 
then  by  exoiiing  their  spirit  ?  He  woiud  ifsot 
the  Honee  tbe  spirit  of  the  people  is  not  tp  U 
it  at  this  tdme ;  if  so,  there  would  oe  no  neecs? 
of  those  provocations  to  excite  this  tklx  tpA 
— this  kind  of  Dutch  courage.  If  yoa  mea 
war,  if  the  spirit  of  the  country  is  up  to  it,  riff 
have  you  been  spending  five  months  in  idle  de- 
bate! 

Messfs.  Gbundt  and  Calhock  said  tb^  *^ 
not  impressed  with  a  recollection  of  th«  b* 
which  occurred  before  the  Committee  of  Forda 
Relatione  In  tbe  same  manner  as  had  been  Ettud 
by  Mr.  Randolph.  Tlwy  did  not  recdlert  d* 
Mr.  Monroe  said  tha  emba^o  would  leave  It* 

Elicy,  aa  reepects  both  belligerents,  in  i* 
nds. 

Mr.  PoBiKS  said  he  was  in  &vor  of  id^ 
hargo,  as  a  measure  which  ought  to  pr*** 
war ;  but  it  was  very  important  that  we  rfw* 
be  prepared  before  we  conunence  war.  H" 
did  not  believe  it  was  possible  to  comnMOM  it 
with  safety  within  four  months  from  this  ti*l 
Su<di  a  measure  as  an  embai^  would  be* 
immense  injury  to  the  State  of  Ke*  ^<A 
on  account  of  their  flour  which  has  gone  t* 
market.  ^ 

Tbe  oommittee  rose  and  reported  tbe  w 
without  amendment,  and  the  question  n^ 
Shall  it  be  engrossed  for  a  third  "•^"f'^ 

Mr.  QuDJOT  then  moved  that  the.inJnM*^ 
of  aeoreoy  be  taken  off  from  the  proe«eiEi^_^ 

Mr.  PiTKis  aaid  there  was  bnt  one  prweW 
of  an  embargo  being  passed  with  doaed  *"** 

Tbe  ay«  and  noes  were  agreed  to  be  tiW 
on  Ur.  QuQioi's  motion. 
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llr.  VwoBT  tbea  made  a  qiiMtioa  of  order 
on  ]£r.  Quirot's  motion. 

The  Sfeaebb  daoid^d  it  was  not  in  order, 
anotbar  question  being  before  the  House. 

Hr.  IJTTT.B  then  moved  the  previoDS  qnea- 
tion,  which  he  hood  withdrew. 

Ur.  Brow  tlien  eipremed  hi*  alarm  and  aa- 
tMiishment  at  the  conrae  we  are  taking.  He 
Bud  the  conntr^  waa  wholly  nnprepwed  to 
enter  into  a  war  within  tbe  time  whioh  had 
been  mentioned.  He  warned  (gentlemen  of  their 
d*ngar,  and  the  min  which  threatened  onr  de- 
fenoelew  lowna.  The  anthorit;  which  he  had 
dted  ought  to  have  more  weight  than  the  hear- 
8079  of  10106  ^otjng  membere  in  this  Honae. 
The  electiona  of  the  maritime  parts  of  the  conn* 
try  wiU  pnt  ;our  places  into  the  poaseaiion  of 
jonr  political  adverearies.  Yon  maj  be  assared 
7011  tread  on  deceitful  gronnd.  The  intelligent 
par^  of  the  commonitj  at  the  North  are  agalnit 
the  war.  There  is  no  calculating  the  injury  it 
will  be  to  the  State  of  New  York. 

Mr.  BAasan  apoke  in  fkTtw  of  the  meaanrei. 
and  reepecting  tne  ii^oriea  we  have  reoeivea 
from  Great  Britain. 

Ur.  Rousre  then  moved  for  the  previons 
qoeetlon. 

Ur.  SHxirrr  called  for  the  sjea  and  noe& 

The  motion  fbr  the  previona  qneetion  wai 
carried — a7eB  60,  noes  40. 

The  qnestion  was,  Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  ? — Carried — aye*  71,  noes  80. 

The  qnestion  waa  then,  on  what  Aay  shall  it 

Ur.  GstniDT  moved  it  be  read  immediately. 
Ur.  Uaook  proposed  to-morrow. 

a  take  any  part  in  the  debate:  that  the 
e  which  had  been  thus  hurried,  was  ez- 


.  this  evening,  and  hoped  the  Eoose  wonld  in- 
I  dnlge  him  nntil  to-mcHTOw.  He  wonld  not 
eondeaoosd  to  debate  snch  a  qneetion  in  the 
preeeot  state  of  the  Honse,  and  he  asked  for  the 
qes  and  noes  on  Hr.  Uaoon's  mofom,  which 
«ere  amed  to  be  taken. 

Ur.  D.  B.  WiuMMB  aaid  ha  waa  dedrona  to 
I  grant  tha  reqaest  of  the  gentleman  from  Maisa- 
I  dinaetM.  It  waa  in  hia  opinion  a  very  reasona- 
.  Ue  one.  The  deportment  of  the  other  ride  of 
'  the  Hooae  had,  during  the  whole  of  the  seerion, 
I  been  very  sentlemanly  towards  the  nuyority; 
Bad,  sir,  Bwd  he,  will  yon  now  refuse  to  give 
them  an  tqiportimjl^  to  express  their  seotiments 
:  upon  a  meaaure  which,  iji  their  view,  is  im- 
portant I  He  said  that  politT-  on  the  part  of 
the  majority  onght  to  dictate  the  indulgence 
I  Hiked  for.  The  mtdority  now  stand  on  high 
CTooDd—what  will  be  said,  and  what  will  be 
\  tbe  conseqnance  of  a  refnsal  I  We  shall  lose 
I  the  groana  on  whioh  we  now  atand. 

Ur.  Uaook  was  of  the  same  opinion;  he 


thought  the  minority  had  acted  witli  more  pro- 
priety  than  he  ever  knew  in  a  minority. 

Ur.  Wkiqht  ol^eoied,  altlioagli  he  was  will- 
ing to  acknowledge  the  minority  had  (Minducted 
with  propriety. 

Mr.  Nblbok  aaid  it  appeared  to  him  Chat  ao-- 
cording  to  the  importance  of  subjects,  so  is  oor 
precipitancy.  Is  the  minority  thus  to  be  dra- 
gooned into  this  measure  t  For  one,  be  wished 
to  reflect  upon  it  The  iSrst  iotimation  he  had 
of  thia  mesaore,  wns  the  Ueesoge.  K  it  is  in- 
tended as  a  precantioDary  measure,  as  the  ^rt- 
cursor  to  war,  as  some  gentlemen  bsve  treated 
it,  it  is  a  qnestion  of  donbt  in  bis  mind.  He 
thought  it  better  to  arm  oar  merchantmen;  to 
grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal ;  and  re- 
peat our  non-importation  law.  We  have  al- 
ready suffered  enoogh  under  oar  restrictive  sys- 
tem. If  we  pass  the  bill  to-night,  it  cannot  be 
a  law  until  the  other  branch  act  upon  it.  When 
we  are  going  to  war,  it  will  be  well  known  that 
we  have  the  apootsneous  support  of  more  than 
one-half  the  oommnnitj. 

Mr.  AiSTOH  said  he  would  have  voted  on  the 
motion,  if  the  gentleman  had  not  asked  for  the 
ayes  and  noee;  but  as  he  appears  deeirons  to 
marshal  one  side  of  the  Honse  against  the 
other,  he  was  not  diapoaed  to  gratify  him  in 
his  request. 

Mr.WiDoEsr  declared  war  to  be  Inevitable, 
and  it  onght  not  to  be  delayed ;  on  tbia  acoount 
be  waa  against  postponing  the  bill  uitll  to- 
morrow. Jf  we  do  it  at  all,  it  oof^t  to  be 
speedily.  It  Is  not  to  be  believed  that  ail- 
ment will  change  a  single  vote.  The  reapoori- 
bili^  ia  on  the  majoritv. 

The  qnestion  on  reading  to-morrow  waa  neg- 
atived—-^7  to  54. 

It  was  then  read  a  third  time ;  and  on  the 
qneatton,  Bhall  the  Ull  pass?  it  wot  carried — 
ayes  70,  noes  41, 

Ordwed,  That  the  title  be,  "  An  set  laying 
an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  pcrta 
and  harbors  of  the  United  States  fbr  a  limited 

Mr.  Gbumdt  and  Mr.  WaiaRT  were  appointed 
a  ctHnmittee  to  carry  the  a^d  bill  to  the  Senate^ 
and  to  inform  them  that  the  Hoose  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  have  passed  the  same,  in  oonfldraoe, 
and  to  dedre  their  concurrence  therein. 

And  the  doors  were  then  opened. 

TauBsnAT,  April  2. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  QsirNDT,  the  House  waa 
cleared  of  all  persons  except  the  member^ 
Clerk,  Sergeont-at-Arms,  and  Doc^eeper,  ana 
the  doors  were  closed. 

Mr.  GstRmY,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  presented  a  bill  "  in  addition  to  the 
act,  entitled  *  An  act  to  raise  an  additional  mili- 
tary force,  passed  the  eleventh  of  Jannary,' " 
1812,  which  was  read  twice,  and  commltt«d  to 
a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

A  qnestion  waa  made  and  taken,  whether  the 
prorimona  oohtained  in  the  bill  were  oi  snob  a 
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ntXan  m  to  reqolre  lecrec;  in  tbe  dtscnadon, 
■ni]  pMeed  In  the  afflmiatiTe — y«u  Tl,  najB  M. 

Tbe  House  then  reaoWed  Itwlf  into  B  Com- 
mlttee  of  the  Whole  on  the  eaid  bill ;  end,  after 
tome  time  speot  therein,  the  bill  was  reported 
withont  amendment,  «nd  ordered  to  be  en- 
groonod,  and  read  the  third  time  to-daj. 

The  uid  bill  was  aocordingl^  engrowed,  and 
r«ad  the  third  time;  and,ontheqiiMtionthatthe 
•ame  do  paai,  it  was  resolved  in  the  afllnnatiTe 
— yewTS,  naT*aO. 

Ordered^  That  tbe  title  be,  "  An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  raise  an  ad- 
ditional military  force,  paaaed  on  the  elerentti 
of  Jannarr,  18H.'" 

UeMTs.  CixHomr  and  Wiuitia  were  ap- 
pointed a  comniittee  to  cany  the  said  bit]  to  the 
Senate,  and  to  inform  tbem  that  the  Eonee  of 
KepreeeDtatives  have  pased  the  same,  in  eoofl- 
denoe,  and  to  desire  their  concnrrenoe  therein. 

The  doors  were  then  opened. 

Fbidat,  April  8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gbundt,  the  Eonae  was 
cleared,  and  the  door«  were  closed. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Ur.  QnntDT, 
that  the  House  do  come  to  t^e  following  reso- 
Intion : 

JUmlvti,  That  a  oomalttea  be  appcioted  to  Inquire 
whether  flien  ha*  bean  mj,  and  Ef  aoy,  what  viela- 
tioB  of  the  lectecT  bnposad  bj  this  Hoom  during  the 
pnnDt  SBMion,  u  to  oertaio  of  its  prooeediua,  and 
that  tbe  mid  committee  hsTo  powcs'  to  send  at  per- 
SODS,  papery  and  reaords. 

And  the  qnestion  thereon  being  taken,  It 
pasaed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  10S,  ni^  8. 

Vesare.  Grundt,  Tboup,  Robkbtb,  Bbboxxk- 
■iDGK,  and  Tallmadob,  were  appointed  the  oom- 

Mr.  FoBTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Yoniga 
BelaUons,  preeented  a  bill  enthorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates  to  ^point  additional 
Brigadier  Oenerale,  in  certain  cases ;  which  was 
read  the  first  time :  When  a  message  was  re- 
cmved  from  the  Senate,  by  a  committee  of  that 
body,  appointed  for  the  pnrpoee,  oonsieting  oi 
Heeera.  Bibb  and  Cahpbell,  of  Tennessee^  no- 
ticing tbe  Honse  that  tbe  Senate  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  laying  an  embargo  on 
all  ships  and  veseeb  in  the  porta  and  barbcwa  of 
the  tTnltod  States,  for  a  limited  time,"  with 
amendments;  in  which  they  desire  the  concnr- 
renoe  of  tbe  Honse. 

On  motion  of  iir,  Pobtbb,  the  bill  reported 
by  tbe  Committee  on  Foreign  Belations,  this 
day,  was  ordered  to  Ue  on  tbe  table. 

liie  Honse  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  tbe  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitied  "An 
a^  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels 
in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  tbe  United  States ;" 
and  the  add  amendments  hung  read  at  the 
OlerVa  table,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lbwis, 
that  the  uid  bills  and  amendments  he  postponed 
Indefinitely, 

ICr,  Quufox  expressed  in  stnwg  terms  his  ab- 


hcvrenoe  of  the  meanre.  He  said  Out  if  be 
believed  it  to  be  a  preparation  for  war,  be 
shonld  have  a  less  indignant  aenae  of  tbe  iiyi[i7 
than  he  felt  now,  as  be  deemed  it  pnr^  nnao- 
pliiaticated,  reinstated  emitargo.  The  hmha- 
tion  of  sixty  or  ninety  days  gave  little  cansote- 
tion  or  hope  to  him,  beonse  be  kiww  bow 
easily  the  same  power  whkh  origJBated  eonld 
oontinne  this  opprewive  mMsnre. 

He  s^  that  lua  ot{}eation  waa,  that  it  was 
not  what  it  pret«tided  to  be;  and  was  what  it 
pretended  not  to  be.  That  it  was  not  cmfaarga 
preparatory  to  war;  tntt,  that  it  was  onhargs 
aa  a  (nbetitote  for  the  qnestioD  of  dedariag 
war.  It  was  tme  that  it  was  advocated  as  a 
step  incipient  to  a  state  of  war,  and  by  w^  tf 
preparation  for  it,  by  gentlemen  whose  nsccrity 
ne  was  bonnd  to  respect,  He  oonld  no^  how- 
ever, yield  the  convictiou  of  his  senses  mni  le- 
flections  to  their  aneverations;  nor  declaia,  a 
oomplaisanoe  to  any,  let  them  be  as  respectabit 
ai  they  migfat,  that  be  saw  in  tbiemeaanremota 
or  lets  (ban  Its  featmes  indicated. 


paration  for  wart  Intheni  . 
attaok  is  expected  ftwn  Qreat  Britain.  It  ii 
not  sngg««ted  that  we  have  a  tittle  of  evidtoet 
relative  to  any  hostility  of  her  l«mper  whidi  ■ 
not  poasesBod  by  the  whole  commniuty.  The 
President  has  not  commtinicatod  to  oa  ooe  doe» 
ment  or  reason  for  the  measure.  His  Menage 
merdy  notiflee  to  ns  his  wiU  and  pleasure. 

An  embargo,  as  preparatory  to  war,  presap- 
poees  some  new  and  hidden  danger,  not  knon 
to  the  mercantile  oommnnity.  Id  such  <as^ 
when  the  Qovemment  sees  a  dan^r  d  whick 
the  merchant  Is  nnapprised,  it  may  be  wise  to 


moment  longer.  For,  let  tbe  state  of  Ihings  to 
that  of  war  or  peace,  the  prindple  ia  prveisdj 
the  same.  The  interest  which  the  commnnicy 
has  in  the  property  of  individuals  is  beet  f»- 
served  by  leaving  its  management  to  the  o- 
terest  of  the  immediate  proprietor,  after  h«  b 
made  acquainted  with  all  the  einmnistaiieet  rf 
the  times  which  have  a  tendency  to  inorease  ill 
exposure. 

The  reason  of  an  embargo,  oonsdered  as  m 
incipient  step  to  war,  is  either  to  save  otirpr^ 
erty  fh>m  depredation  abroad,  or  keep  proper- 
ty which  we  want  at  home.  How  it  hmpc 
that  the  natare  of  tbe  great  masa  of  onr  txpiM 
ia  such  that  thwe  is  little  danger  of  deprewlin 
fhmi  the  enemy  we  firetend  to  fear  abroad,  aad 
little  want  of  the  articiee  moat  likely  to  be  ex- 
posed at  home.  The  total  export  of  last  ytat 
amounted,  aa  appears  by  tbe  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasary,  to  >U,M>0,000.  Itsin 
appear*  by  that  report^  onr  exports  to  Grest  I 
Britain  and  her  dependencies,  and  also  to  thcas 
of  Spain  and  Portugal,  were  (38,000,000.  fieai^ 
ly  seven-eighths  in  valne  of  onr  whole  exporti 
have  been,  and  continue  to  be,  to  tbe  dominioM 
of  that  very  power  from  which  so  mndi  it  pre- 
tended to  he  ^tprehended.    Now,  it  ia  wdl   . 
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Bown  that  these  Mtjcle*  are  of  veiy  great  ne- 
initj  and  importanoe  to  her,  and  whether, 
rm  in  the  case  of  aotnal  war  between  our 
jnntriea,  Great  Britsia  woold  capture  thenu 
light  be  questionable.  Bat  th^  abe  would 
iptnra  them  on  the  mere  preparatioD,  before 
ne  re&llj  hoetile  act  was  conuDiCted  on  oar 
irt,  is  not  onl;  nnreaaonablB,  but  abeolntelj 
Ward  to  eipeoC  This  rer?  oommerce  wbiah, 
J  the  pes^ng  of  this  bill,  ;oa  indicate  it  is  her 
itautim  to  prohibit  or  destroj,  it  is  her  obvi- 
IS  sod  nndeniable  polioj  to  noite  and  eherisb ; 
eadea,  the  articles  are  in  a  verj  mat  propor- 
oa  perishable,  whiob,  by  this  embargo,  are  to 
>  prohibited  from  going  to  market.  Which  is 
est--to  keep  them  at  home,  to  a  certain  low 
od  probabla  ruin,  or  adventare  them  abroad 
]  a  possible  low  and  high]  j  probable  gain  I 
jk  jonr  merchant.     Ask  common  sense. 

Bat  it  is  said  "we  mnst  protect  onr  raer- 
hants."  Heaven  help  onr  merchants  from 
itittTfo-fToteetiim  /  It  is  also  said  that  "  the 
rcMQt  condition  of  things  has  been  brought 
poo  the  coimtry  by  the  mercbanta;  that  it 
ras  their  clamor,  in  180C  and  1806,  which  first 
nt  CoQgresa  upon  thia  ijatem  of  ooertdve  re- 
trictiffli,  of  which  they  now  so  much  oomplun." 
t  is  trae  that,  in  those  years,  the  men^anta 
id  petition;  not  for  embugo,  not  for  oommer- 
isl  embarrassment  and  annihilation,  but  fur 
rotection.  They,  at  that  time,  really  thoaght 
bat  this  nationikl  Gorernmest  was  formed  for 
rotection,  and  that  it  bod  at  heart  the  pros- 
«rity  of  all  the  great  interests  of  the  conntrr. 
f  "  It  wss  a  grievous  fault,  grievoosly  have  the 
itrthanlt  answered  iL"  "niey  asked  yon  for 
elie^  and  yon  sent  them  embairaasmeaL  Tbey 
ied  joo  for  defence,  and  yon  imposed  em- 
•rgo.    They  "aaked  bread,  ajtd  you  gave  them 

•tona"  They  "aaked  a  flsh,  and  yvu  gave 
hem  a  serpent."  Grant  that  the  &nlt  was 
reat,  suppose  that  they  did  mistake  the  natnre 
odehanoter  of  the  Government,  is.  the  penalty 
bey  inonrred  by  this  error  never  to  be  remit- 
tdf  Permit  tbem  once  to  eso^>e,  and  my 
rord  for  it,  they  will  never  give  yoo  an  apology 
w  tiiis  destructive  protection.  If  they  du,  they 
rill  richly  deserve  all  the  misery  which,  under 
be  name  of  protection,  yon  can  find  means  to 
isit  upon  them.  Tonr  tender  meroiea  are 
raelties.  The  merchants  hate  and  spam  thia 
niiHiDS  defense. 

Mr.  Q.  then  took  notice  of  an  intimation 
rhidi  had  been  thrown  ont  in  relation  to  an 
ipreaa,  sent  off  on  the  day  preceding  the  Mes- 
>ge  of  the  President,  giving  notice  that  the 
jnbareo  wonid  be  proposed  the  eiuuing  day. 
le  said  that  there  was  uo  necessity  of  speaking 
f  that  matter  by  distant  allusions,  as  if  there 
>is  any  thing  that  sought  conceeliuent.  That 
1  Dot  an  affair,  stud  Mr.  Q.,  that  shuns  the  light. 

had  the  honor  and  the  happiness,  in  coigunc- 
>0D  with  another  member  of  this  Honae,  from 
ne  Btate  of  New  Tork,  (Ur.  Ehott,)  and  a 
Senator  from  Uasmobusetts,  (Ur.  Ixoyil)  to 
rtnimit  that  intelligence  to  Phil«del] ' ' 
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York,  and  Boston,  by  an  express  which  started 
on  Tuesday  aAemoon.  In  doing  this,  we  vio- 
lated no  obligation,  even  of  the  most  remote 
and  delicate  kind.  The  fact  that  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations  hod  decided  that  an  em- 
bargo shonld  be  proposed  on  Wednesday,  was 
openly  avowed  here  on  Tuesday,  by  various 
members  of  that  committee,  to  various  members 
of  this  House.  Among  others,  I  was  informed 
of  iL  I  ahall  always  be  gratetnl  to  the  gentle- 
man who  gave  me  that  mformation.  Indeed, 
the  whole  commercial  community  are  under 
great  obligations  to  the  Oommittee  of  Fordgn 
KelatiouB  for  their  feeling  and  patrjotiam  in 
resolving  on  that  disclosare.  It  enabled  ns,  by 
anticipating  the  mail,  to  give  an  opportunity 
for  great  masses  of  property  to  escape  ftom  the 
ruin  our  Cabinet  was  meditating  tat  them. 
Yes,  sir ;  to  eecape  into  the  Jaws  of  the  Britlsli 
lion,  and  of  the  French  tiger,  wbich  are  plaoea 
of  refnge,  of  joy  and  delight,  when  compared 
with  the  grasp  and  fangs  of  this  hyena  em- 
bargo. What  was  the  effect  of  this  informa- 
tion t  When  it  reached  Philadelphia,  the  whole 
mercantile  class  was  in  motion,  and  all  that  had 
it  in  their  power  were  flying  in  all  directions 
from  the  coming  mischief  as  if  it  were  a  plagne 
and  a  pestilence.  Look,  at  this  moment,  on 
the  river  below  Alexandria,  and  the  poor  sea- 
men, towing  down  their  vessels  against  wind 
and  tide,  aniions  only  to  escape  firom  a  country 
which  destroys  under  the  mask  of  preserving. 

Mr.  Gold. — The  firat  object  with  a  wise  Le- 
gislature is,  la  the  law  expedient!  The  seoond 
ol^ect,  which  shonld  never  for  a  moment  eeoape 
attention,  Oau  the  law  be  ezecntedt  Undtf 
the  firet  head,  the  advocate*  of  eml)argo  dis- 
claim the  meaaore  aa  appertaining  to  the  odtong 
reatriotion  system :  they  present  it  as  the  old- 
fashioned,  legitimate  preomsor  of  war,  as  the 
provident  measure  of  Government  to  protect 
yoar  mercbanta  against  reprisals  rerolting  from 
meditated  hostilities. 

In  this  view  can  yon  be  prepared  for  war  at 
Qie  expiration  of  the  embargo  t  Will  yon  open 
yoor  campaign  at  mid-sommer  t  Whatever  ap- 
pearance this  measnre  may  now  assome,  the 
conntry  have  gronnda  to  fear  a  relapae  into 
the  old  system — yon  will  go  ag^  back  into 


■^^ 


lut,  on  the  seoond  head,  can  yonr  law  be 
exeoated  t  Does  the  history  of  the  peat  in  onr 
own,  or  any  other  country,  warrant  eaeb  an 
expectation  I  Oan  yon  watch  the  extended 
line,  of  forty-five  degrees  north,  fiir  hundreds 
of  miles,  so  aa.to  prevent  a  transit  for  commer- 
cial exchange,  indispenHable  to  the  necessities 
of  the  coimtry }  No,  ^r,  it  ii  a  vain  expecta- 
tion; yonr  army  of  S0,000  could  not  prevent 
the  interoourse :  their  sympathies  would  rather 
lead  tbem  to  connive  at  what  tbey  oonld  not 
fail  to  see.  Great  Brittun,  with  a  canvas  that 
whitens  every  sea,  her  revenue  boats  always  in 
motion,  and  tide  waters  at  every  inlet  or  ave- 
nue, has  not  been  al>Ie  to  prevent  tlie  smuggling 
in  <k  sboot  one-half  tlie  tea  oonsomed  in  that 
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Kingdom.  Bach  to  the  oonTlction  of  English 
wriUn  I  It  maj  be  foand  ill  the  u>pendii  to 
MoOartnef 's  Enibwsjr,  and  In  the  Life  of  tbe 
MOond  Pitt  Where  men  bare  expeoded  their 
■abstanoe  in  pnrchBBing  and  oollecting  an  arti- 
ole  for  export,  nnder  the  enbosUng  faiUi  of  y onr 
laws  permitting  sQch  export,  it  ii  not  mere  in- 
Juatice,  bat  cruelty  in  the  OoTemment  towards 
ita  citizena  to  arreet  aach  a  commerce  by  an  cc 
pm(  /aet4)  law,  and  consign  tboM  ooDcemed  to 
the  prison  walla,  and  their  familiee  to  be^ary. 
Nothing  short  of  the  most  Imperious  Dea«asity, 
the  safety  of  the  cororonnity,  can  Justify  so  ee- 
Tere  a  proceeding.  Bnt,  sir,  with  a  ^ogle  ex- 
oeptlon  of  timber,  the  commerce  between  the 
northern  frontiers  and  Canada,  will,  for  the 
ninety  days  of  tliis  embargo,  be  little  else  than 
the  mer«  exchange  of  articles  indispensably  ne- 
ceaaary  to  the  poor  frontier  settlers.  Uow  are 
they  to  be  supplied  with  the  article  of  saltt 
Believe  me,  sir,  the  moralily  of  no  part  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  any  nation  on  earth,  will 
restrain  persons  under  sncli  circnmstanoee  from 
eluding  the  laws.  Does  any  man  Ijelieve  that 
tiiis  frontier  traffic  is  not  as  beneficial  to  as  as 
to  onr  enemies  t  Can  yonr  law  fail  of  produc- 
ing more  injury  and  loss  to  the  United  Slates, 
than,  benefit)  Have  yon  not  witneesed,  sir, 
that  while  you  was  exercinng  paternal  core  in 
enacting  an  embargo  by  water,  for  the  sea- 
board, tbnt  our  merchants  and  navigators, 
ronsed  as  by  a  shock  of  tbnnder,  escaped  from 
your  shores,  with  their  Teasels,  as  from  a  de- 
stroying angel— from  pestilenoe  and  death  t 

Ur.  Blbbokib,  in  a  speech  of  about  twenty 
minutes,  made  an  able,  solemn,  and  impressive 
address  to  the  Honse,  nrging  tiietn  to  ponder, 
and  dedst  from  the  dangerous  course  they 
wen  pursuing,  and  forewarned  them  of  the 
oalamitons  consequences  that  would  inevitAbly 

Hr.  MmiHiu.  said,  iu  viewing  political  inb- 
Jecta  and  dangers,  some  are  inclmed  to  look 
through  politiuil  miecroscopes,  which  diminish 
them ;  others,  misled  by  their  imaginatiuns, 
look  through  political  telescopes,  and  are  apt 
to  magnify  and  enhance  them.  He,  for  one, 
was  for  viewing  our  utnation  with  his  naked 
optica— for  looking  at  it  as  it  really 
oouid  not  be  oonddered  as  less  alive  to  the 
intereets  and  happiness  of  the  inhabitants  of 
that  city,  respecting  whom  so  mnch  sensibility 
has  beMi  expressed,  than  any  other  gentleman. 
There  were  bis  intimate  friends,  connectiona, 
and  what  little  property  he  possessed.  No  on« 
could  feel  more  for  their  sufferings  under  com- 
mercial restrictions,  or  in  ease  of  an  assault 
upon  it  by  the  enemy.  And  if  he  was  to 
suit  only  his  personal  sensibilities,  they 
all  in  favor  of  the  people  of  that  country  with 
whom  we  are  to  enter  into  a  ccwSiot.  He  has 
no  pr^ndice  against  tbein.  He  there  rec^ved 
his  eduoation.  He  has  lived  in  NortJi  and 
Bontb  Britain.  From  aotual  residence,  he 
knows  theni  from  the  Grampian  Hills  to  Dover. 
He  knows  them,  however,  to  be  a  prond,  over- 
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bearing  nation.  Fixtm  former  residenee,  tai 
also  Irom  recent  intelligenc«,  (and  that  witlua 
a  few  days,  by  late  arrivals,)  be  knows  tikit 
they  oonnder  us  a  sort  of  a  generatioii  wfaou 
they  have  a  right  to  despise.  We  are  vitwed 
in  this  unworthy,  degraded  sitnatioii,  not  on 
account  of  onr  want  of  resonreea,  or  popda' 
tlon ;  but  because  they  believe  we  cannot  Bisnj 
together — that  we  have  no  confidenre  in  oo^ 
selves — that  we  cannot  lead  anniss  into  tbar 
countries.  Their  object  has  been,  sore  the  jm 
1808,  to  divide  and  distract  ns,  and  to  pienil 
our  taking  efSrient  measures.  Sir,  whsl  hit 
been  the  cause  of  onr  present  condition  f  Ita 
well  known  that,  in  ISOO,  he  was  made  tk 
organ  of  his  constituenta,  as  other  gentlona 
were  for  Salem  and  other  commercial  riiica, 
to  present  to  Congress  their  plaints  ana  riil- 
logs,  on  account  of  the  grievances  they  nil&rid 
upon  the  subject  of  carrying  colonial  prodn^ 
and  the  c(«tjnuity  of  voyage.  The  archiiw  tf 
this  House  will  prove  this.  They  dedsred  liwf 
should  be  mined  if  the  British  doctrine  sbonld 
be  countenanced.  The  Government  were  pn^ 
ed  by  these  applications  for  relief.  The  Goi- 
emment  began,  and  conlinned  piacific  mesinn^ 
until  we  have  got  into  our  present  NtuatJoo. 

Ur.  WiDOKBT  spoke  with  much  wannCh  ii 
favor  of  the  embargo  and  war. 

Mr.  SrcAST  said,  if  it  was  in  order,  ha  wodU 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Massachnwtis  (Vr. 
Widokrt)  a  few  qneationa.  He  woold  nt 
that  gentleman  if  he  was,  during  the  last  ut- 
bai^,  a  ship  owner  t  If  so,  did  he  not  gq  U 
England  during  the  embargo  t  If  so,  how  did 
hcKot 

Hr.  WiDOEBT  answered  that  he  went  ij 

The  Spkaeeb  observed  thee«  qneetions  wm 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  Btcabt  said  if  they  were  not  in  <nder  k« 
would  ^t  down. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  indefiaiit 
postponement,  and  determined  in  the  negsiin 
^yeas  43,  nays  73. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BonsKn,  the  preriooi 
question  was  demanded  by  a  majority  of  tin 
members  present :  Wherenpon  the  question  n< 
taken,  in  the  form  prescril>ed  by  the  rules  utd 
orders  of  the  House,  to  wit:  "Shsll  the  nuii 
question  be  nowpntt"  and  passed  in  the  affina- 
ative — yeas  67,  nays  44. 

The  Bfxaekb  then  decided  that  the  in«* 
question  to  now  put,  was:  "Will  the  How 
ooncur  with  the  Beoate  in  the  ameDdmenB 
made  to  the  bill?"  and  not  upon  the  piepcB- 
tlon  for  postponement 

From  wbtoh  decision  Mr.  RA!n>oiPH  mo™ 
an  appeal ;  which  being  seconded,  the  qncrfn 
waspnt,  "Isthedecisionof  theChaircoiwctr 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 


Satubdai,  April  4. 
The  Honse  was  cleared  of  all  persou,  mi 
the  doors  wet«  olowd. 
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il  Jawmal—Pnridmfi  Mtmaga. 


Addititmal  Brigadier  Oeruralt. 

The  HoDse  resnmed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
Un  aDtboridng  the  President  of  tbe  United 
States  to  appoint  additiontd  Brigadier  Generela, 
Ac 

Vr.  Sahmoitb. — Ur.Spealcer:  If  those  ofBoers 
■re  iDteaded  to  oommand  the  militia,  I  trust  in 
God  this  bill  will  not  pass.  What  I  shall  our 
militia  be  commanded  hj  offlcere  oomroieaioned 
by  the  Premdent!  Oan  the  President  be  as 
well  acqaaioted  with  tbe  gnalifications  and 
abilities  of  officers  in  the  militia  as  the  Got- 
eraors  of  the  Btatea  t  It  cannot  be  expected, 
Wb»t  Bjurit  can  be  in  the  people  to  snpport  the 
irar  if  the  Federal  Ooremment  takes  away  the 
right  of  the  Btdtea  to  appoint  t)io  officers  for 
commanding  their  militia  t  If  onr  GoTcrament 
takes  away  oor  liberty,  is  it  necessary  to  con- 
tend with  a  foreign  Government  for  oar  rights? 
In  former  times  the  offioerB  were  appointed  in 
Bocb  parts  as  the  men  were  raised:  that  is  not 
the  case  now.  Borne  time  in  the  session,  I  was 
told  by  some  of  tbe  Sonthem  members,  "we 
will  g^ve  yoD  officers  if  yon  will  flod  tbe  men." 
It  is  B  fact,  that,  before  onr  New  York  troops 
were  raised,  a  M^or  from  North  Oorollna  was 
a]^inted;  and  was  ordered  to  take  tbe  com- 
mand of  troops  enlisted  in  New  York,  Gov- 
ernor Hull's  son,  from  Detroit,  is  appointed  to 
the  command  of  one  of  our  companies,  and  is 
on  command  with  bis  father  as  his  aid.  Where 
is  the  Jnstice  t  Shall  we  have  companies  witb- 
oat  captains,  or  shall  the  United  States  pay  for 
two  captains  t  (for  Hull  is  returned  in  Colonel 
Schuyler's  regiment  as  captain.)  He  caimot 
belong  there.  In  such  proceedings  I  almost 
tremble  for  the  consequence  to  my  country. 

There  is  no  neoeasity  or  propriety  in  appoint- 
ing more  Generals,  in  my  opinion,  at  preeent, 
for  onr  regnlars — for  the  President  is  directed 
to  appoint  eight  lirigadieis  and  two  Hqjor 
Generals.  I  believe  they  ore  not  all  appointed, 
and  of  those  that  ere  appointed,  I  hear  one  is 
sent  home  becnose  they  have  no  oommand  for 
him.  If  this  bill  passes,  onr  Goyernment  will 
be  as  bad  as  that  of  Great  Britain  before  the 
Revolution.  In  tbe  Bedaration  of  Independ- 
ence we  complain  of  the  Sing,  that  "he  has 
erected  a  moltitnde  of  new  officce,  and  sent 
hither  swarms  of  officers  to  harass  our  people 
and  ^t  ont  their  mbstance."  Bnt  if  these  ten 
Generals  are  not  snfBi^ent,  this  House  has  pass- 
ed a  bill  at  the  request  of  the  President  ot  the 
United  States  to  commission  and  appoint  tbe 
officers  for  fifty  thonsond  militia  voluntasrs. 
There  eOB  limits  empowering  bow  nvuiy  he 
shall  appoint— 'he  may  appoint  twelve  Briga- 
diers and  fonr  H^jor  Generals — will  not  that  be 
as  many  as  he  wanted  } 

UoNOAT,  April  18. 

A  conSdential  message  was  received  trtrni  the 

Senate  by  a  committee  of  that  body  appointed 

tor  the  purpose,  coosisting  of  Mr.  Vabnok  and 

Mr.  Ahdeebox,  notiiying  the  House  that  the 


Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  Ad  act  to 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  specie,  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  fbr  a  tunited  time,"  witli 
amendments ;  in  which  they  desire  the  cononr- 
rence  of  the  Bouse. 

The  said  smendments  were  read  at  the  Clerk's 
table :  When  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Golds- 
BOBOtraB  that  the  said  bill  be  pottpontd  ind^ 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  S5,  nays  62. 

The  qnestion  was  then  token  to  concur  in  the 
said  amendmenta,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Ur.  SmuB  and  Mr.  Pi.kabakts  were  appoint- 
ed a  oommittee  to  deliver  a  message  to  the 
Senate,  and  inform  them  that  tbe  House  of 
Representatives  have  concurred  in  their  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  aforesaid. 

The  doors  were  then  opened. 


TuBSDAT,  April  14. 

Hr.  Cbawfokd,  from  tbe  Joint  Oommittee  for 

Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  the  oommittee  bad 

examined  an  enroUad  bill  "to  prohibit  the  ex- 

Sortation  of  specie,  goods,  wares,  and  merchau- 
iae,  for  a  limited  time,"  and  had  fonnd  the 
same  to  be  trnly  enrolled :  When,  the  Speakeb 
signed  tbe  ^aid  bill. 

Mr,  Cbawfoks  and  Mr.  Toiskb  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  carry  the  said  bill  to 
the  Senate  for  the  signatnre  of  their  President. 

The  doors  were  then  opened ;  and  having  re- 
mainedsoforsome  time,  they  were  again  closed; 

When,  Mr.  Tusnbb,  from  the  above-mentioned 
committee,  reported  that  the  committee  had 
presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
the  said  bill,  and  tbot  they  were  instructed  by 
the  President  to  inform  tbo  two  Homes  that  he 
had  approved  and  signed  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Caisous,  the  injnoction  of 
secrecy  imposed  upon  tbe  said  bill  and  the  pro- 
ceedings thereon,  were  then  removed. 

The  doors  were  then  opened. 


MoimAr,  June  1. 

A  confidential  Message,  in  writing,  was  re- 
ceived from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  Mr.  Edward  Coles,  his  Secretary ;  which  he 
delivered  in  at  the  Speaker's  table. 

Tbe  House  was  tnen  cleared  of  oil  persona, 
except  the  Members,  Clerk,  Se^eant-at-Arms, 
and  Doorkeepers,  and  the  doors  were  closed ; 
and  the  said  Message  was  read,  and  is  as  follows : 

[ConfidentiaL] 
To  tiu  SaUU  ondS/mte  qf 

RipraaOalittt  e/Hm  Untai  Statm: 

I  oommnnicate  to  Congreu  certain  docnmeuti,  be- 
ing a  continoaliaD  of  tbotehertCofora  laid  beTore  them 
on  the  nit|j«ct  of  our  affaira  with  Great  Britaiu. 


,L-ooglc 


ABRIDQHENT  OP  THE 

OMfjUMtwl  Sw/pltmnlal  Jamrumf    Prfmdwti  Xmtage. 


htt  GoTvmnant  jvucnta  ftMriuoTacti,  hoKiletodig 
Unilad  State*  u  u  iiidqMndstit  and  neatral  oMioa, 

Britlali  crniMn  have  been  in  the  contimied  prae- 
tioa  c^Tiolating  thi  American  flag  on  tha  great  hlgh- 
waj  of  nationa,  and  of  Hiiing  and  caiTTing  off  per- 
wna  tailing  onder  it ;  QDt  in  the  cieiciie  ofk  bcllige- 
rent  ligkt,  limnded  on  the  lair  c^  nationi  ag^nst  an 
Buemy,  bnt  a  tnnnielpal  prerwatiTB  o»er  Britiih  «nb- 
jecli.  Brituh  jnriadiction  i>  thni  eitended  to  neutral 
TAMeli,  in  a  utaadon  where  no  lava  can  operate  bnt 
tlM  law  of  nation*,  and  the  law*  oC  the  conntrj  to 
which  Hie  TBaaela  belong  j  and  a  nlT-redre*!  ii  a>- 
■uned,  which,  if  Britiih  mbjeott  were  wroogMlj  de- 
tuned and  along  ooDcomed,  ti  that  nibmtatiou  of 
font,  for  a  reaort  to  the  reipoiuible  SoTei«istt,  wUch 
&Ui  within  the  defini  tion  of  ww.  Covld  l£*  mcore 
of  Britiah  nbjeeti,  in  anch  caw*,  be  regarded  ai 
witlun  the  eierdie  of  a  belligereuL  right,  the  acknowl- 
edged law*  of  war,  which  forbid  an  article  of  captnred 


11  gfareiy  petty 

The  prutioe,  hence,  i*  ao  far  frsn  aSaMiBg  Britiah 
■it^Mti  alone,  that,  onder  tfw  pi«text  of  aearcUng 
tot  tbeae,  Ibouand*  i^  Ao^rioan  oitlaana,  under  the 
Mfegnard  of  pnhlic  law,  and  i^  thair  natiiKial  flag, 
have  been  torn  from  thwr  country,  and  from  erery 
thing  dear  to  them  ;  have  been  dragged  on  board 
ihipa  of  war  of  a  foreign  nation,  and  expoaed,  onder 
Qm  aeveritle*  of  their  lUicipIine,  to  be  exiled  to  the 
moat  distant  and  deadly  climes,  to  risk  their  liiea  in 
the  battlea  of  their  oppresaora,  and  to  be  melaac'holy 
iBilJTiiDenta  of  taking  away  tiioae  (J^eir  own  bietfaren. 

Against  thta  crying  enonnit^  which  Qreat  Brit^ 


id  of  the 


■o  pretext  }3i  icr 
the  Bridih  Ooremment  waa  formally 
readinat*  of  the  United  Statea  to  tntei  inu  arrange- 
wanta,  iDch  u  could  not  be  rejected,  if  the  recovery 
of  Britiah  aatu'ecta  were  the  real  and  the  aole  otyact. 
The  commomcation  paaaed  without  eSbct. 

Bridafa  cndtera  bare  been  in  the  practice  also  of 
violating  the  ri^t  and  the  peace  of  onr  Coaata.  They 
borer  over  and  harasa  onr  entering  and  departing 
oammeroe.  To  the  moat  insnlting  pretensians  they 
have  added  the  most  lawless  procw£ngs  in  onr  very 
haibon;  and  have  wantonly  spilt  AmerioaD  blood 
within  tba  aaocCuary  of  oar  territorial  juriadiction. 
The  principlaa  and  rnle*  enforced  by  that  nstion, 
when  a  neutral  nadon,  agunst  armed  vessels  of  bel- 
ligerenta  boTeiing  oear  her  coaati  and  disturbing  her 
commerce,  are  well  known.  When  called  on,  never- 
theless, by  the  United  States,  to  pnniah  the  greater 
oflencea  committed  by  ber  own  Teased  her  Oovem- 
ment  hsa  beatowed  on  tbnr  commanders  additional 
mark*  of  honor  and  confidence. 

Under  pretended  blockades,  without  tbe  pnaence 
of  an  adequate  force,  and  somedmei  witbont  the 
practicability  of  applying  one,  our  commeree  hai 
been  plundered  in  every  sea  ;  the  great  staples  of  oni 
^nntry  have  been  cut  off  from  their  legitimate  mar- 
kett ;  and  a  destmctive  blow  aimed  at  our  agrlenl- 
tural  and  maritime  interesta.  In  aggravation  of 
dieae  predatory  meaaurea,  they  have  been  cooaidered 
ai  in  force  iVom  the  datea  of  their  notificalion :  n  n- 


treqiective  ditet  being  thus  added,  aa  haa  ben  dooa 
iu  other  important  cases,  to  the  DDlawfulneas  </  die 
courae  panned.  And  to  render  the  ootrage  llw  mot* 
aignal,  thoee  mock  biockade*  have  been  tdtttatad 
and  enforced  in  tbe  face  of  cfflcial  communiciliina 
from  tbe  Britiah  Government,  dectnriog,  as  tba  liae 
definition  of  a  1(^1  blockade,  "  tbe  pariicnlar  pofU 
moat  be  actually  mveited,  and  previoa*  wanin* 
given  to  veaseli  bonnd  to  them,  not  to  antB'.* 

Not  content  widi  these  oooarioaal  expedieMa  k 
laying  waste  onr  neutral  trade,  tiu  OUnet  </  Brit- 
ain resorled,  at  length,  to  the  sww^ng  ^Bca  cf 
blockadea,  under  the  name  of  Order*  in  Coondl ; 
which  baa  been  moolded  and  managed  a*  might  baa 
auit  it*  political  views,  ita  oommetcial  jealooaiai^  4 
tha  avidity  of  British  cruiaert. 

To  onr  remonitrancea  aoainst  the  oomplicatadud 
transcendent  imndice  of  thu  ionovatian,  the  first  n- 
ply  waa,  that  the  order*  were  reluctantly  adc^tej  by 
Qreat  Britain,  aa  a  Deoeawy  nialiaiiira  on  deoM 
of  her  enemy,  proclaiming  a  genersil  blockade  of  Oe 
Biittah  Islea,  at  a  time  when  tbe  naval  Ibrae  of  Sat 
OMmy  dared  sot  issue  boat  hia  own  parte,  Shawi* 
reminded,  withoot  effect,  that  ber  own  piica-  U*ek- 
nnsnppoited  by  aa  adaqtute  naval  Sir*  acM- 

pplied  and  oaad~~  '  ~  

ixeonted  edict*  aj 
could  not  be  ntaliatioi  ,      , 

be  executed :   that  retaliation,  ta  lie  js*^ 


ally  applie 


wabar  toa 


able  with  an  ai 

When  deprived  of  this  Qimsy  veil  tor  a  prtdiibitia 
of  onr  trade  with  ber  enemy,  by  the  repeal  of  his  jsv- 
hibition  of  onr  trade  with  Great  Britain,  her  Cabi- 
net, inataad  of  their  correqionding  repeal,  or  a  prac- 
tical diaeootinDaace  of  it*  order*,  formally  avoM  t 
aetarminatioti  to  peraiat  In  flian  agidnat  A*  XMtd 
Stata^  ustil  the  matkela  of  her  enemy  dtoold  be  lail 

rta  Bfitieh  undocte;  thu  aaaertiiv  an  oUiga- 
OD  antutial  power  to  reqoire  one  belligafaDlle 
enoiNkraffe.  by  it*  iultmal  regnlatioa*,  the  mda  <f 
another  belligerent ;  ocotradicting  her  own  [laelin 
toward!  all  nations,  in  peace  aa  well  aa  in  war^  aid 
betraying  the  iniincerity  of  those  professiant  whid 
inculcated  a  belief,  that,  having  reaorted  to  hsrw- 
der*  with  regret,  she  was  anxious  to  find  an  occaaoa 
for  putting  an  end  to  them. 

Abandoiung  still  more  all  reapect  for  the  peulT*! 
lights  rf  the  United  States,  and  for  its  own  oooaal- 
eocy,  the  British  Govenunent  now  ■<—"*~'^  aa  fn- 
reqoisite  to  a  repeal  i^  it*  ordcia  ni  Aey  idil*  k 
tlieUniledStates,thatafiinnali7aboiildb*otaR<d  ' 
in  the  repeal  of  tha  French  deoreea,  no  wiaenaceMiy 
to  theirteiminadDn,  nor  exempHBadby  Britiah  iMga; 
and  that  the  French  repeal,  beaidea  indndiag  ^ 
portion  of  the  decrees  which  operate  within  a  tamO- 
rial  joiiadiodon,  a*  well  a*  that  which  openlea  ontb 
high  laa*,  against  the  coomerce  of  the  Umted  Static 
sliaald  not  b«  a  aingle  and  necial  repeal  in  rditin 
to  the  UuitedStatea,butthould  be  extended  to  siat- 
ever  otber  neutral  nationa,  Bncoun«ted  with  tbia, 
may  be  albcted  bj  thoae  dacieet.  And,  as  an  >^ 
tioual  insnl^  they  an  called  on  for  a  formal  dza- 
vowal  of  conditions  and  pretenaiaQi  advanced  by  tb 
Flench  Government,  for  which  the  United  Stun*  *>• 
(□  far  from  having  made  themselves  reqioaiilib,  tit, 
in  official  explanations  which  hare  been  pnbUAal  ■• 
the  worU,  and  in  a  correq»ndence  of  tbo  AuMric** 
Hiolater  at  Londoa  with  tbe  Bridah  Minister  kiFa- 


..LjOO^IC 


DEBATES  OF  CONGBESS. 

CbujliJaKuI  BMffimmfki  JimrmJ~Prmida>('t  Uttiag*. 


It  Iwi  bveome,  iodead,  lafficiantlf  oi 
:a  of  the  United  Stalci  !a  t 


BritaiD ;  not  u  mpplyiiiE 
whicb  iha  herKlf  anpphea ;  bnt  u  intoileniig  with 
the  monej  which  ihc  coveti  for  htr  own  comniaree 
and  iwTigBtioii.  Sh«  cwriM  on  k  w«i  (gainit  the 
lawful  commetM  c^  a  triend,  that  aha  may  the  better 
canr  on  a  oMnmcTca  with  an  enamj ;  a  rammerce 
pcUotad  bj  the  fbrgariaa  and  panmiai  iriiich  are,  Tor 
tha  moat  part,  the  MdjrpaMpoitibjirtiichIt  caa  lao- 

AfiTtfmi  lo  make  aratj  szp«rimMrt  ibort  of  the  )a*t 
laaort  of  hynnd  natioD%  the  UmtedStMei  faare  with- 
lield  {rom  Givat  Britain,  under  mccearive  modiBca- 
ticnu,  the  banefiti  of  a  free  inUrcoatM  with  their 
market,  the  km  of  wliioh  ooold  not  bat  outweigh  the 
profiti  accrning  from  her  reatrictioDi  oF  onr  com- 
meroe  with  other  natloni.  And  to  entitle  tbaae  az- 
parimeni*  to  the  mora  faTorabla  eonaideration,  thaj 
mi«  an  framed  aa  to  enable  hei  to  plaM  her  adver- 
taij  nndar  &b  ezdomTe  operation  of  them.  To 
tbwe  afpaala  her  Goroumant  haa  been  equally  in- 
BexiUe,  u  if  wflUng  to  makeucriGoeeofenryiOTt, 
rather  thao  T^ald  to  Iha  dainu  of  jutioa,  or  reiKninM 
the  enora  of  a  falu  pride.  Nay,  ao  far  were  the 
attempt!  carried  hi  oTenxnne  the  attachmenta  cllht 
ttritiili  CahiiMt  lo  ita  aqhut  edicti,  that  it  reoeivod 
■my  encooragameat  within  tha  competence  of  the 
EzecutiTe  branch  of  oar  Gorernmeiit,  to  ez[lect  that 
a  repeal  of  them  woold  be  followed  by  a  war  be~ 
tween  the  United  Slalaa  and  Franca,  nnlea  the 
Frencii  adicti  ahonld  alio  be  recalled,  Evan  tbu 
commanicationf  aidioagh  ailencLng  forever' tha  plea 
of  a  di^nulian  in  the  United  Stitea  to  aoqnieice  in 
thoae  edicti,  originally  tha  aole  plea  for  them,  re- 
oaived  no  attenlion. 

If  oo  other  proof  cxlMed  of  a  pradetermlDalion  ot 
the  BrituA  Government  againat  a  repeal  of  ita  order*, 
it  might  be  found  in  the  oorreapondeuce  of  the  Minia- 
tcr  lUenipotoDtiary  of  the  United  Statu  at  London, 
■nd  the  Bticiah  Secretary  Ibr  Foraiga  Affaira,  in  one 
thonaand  eight  hmidred  and  ten,  on  tha  qneatioo 
whether  the  blockade  of  May,  one  tlunmnd  eight 
bnndred  and  lii,  wai  coiuidraad  aa  in  flme,  or  aa 
not  in  force.  It  hu]  beea  aaoertained  Oiat  the 
Fianch  GuTenunent,  which  oiged  thi*  blookada  ■« 
the  gniund  of  iU  Berlin  deoree,  waa  willing,  in  the 
BTent  of  ila  nino*aI,  to  repeal  that  decree ;  which, 
beii^  followed  by  alternate  tepeala  of  the  other  offin- 
•ive  edicta,  might  abolish  the  whota  ifilem  On  both 
MdaaL  TUa  iovitii^  opportani^  for  acoompliahii^ 
an  object  ao  important  to  the  United  Statea,  and  pro- 
fSuaed,  ao  ofLen,  to  be  the  deaire  of  both  the  belljge- 
ranta,  wa*  made  known  to  the  Britiah  Govenment 
Aa  that  GOTernment  admita  that  an  a^Uca^n  of  an 
adeqoale  force  la  naoaalaij  lo  the  aiiMenae  of  a  legal 
Uo^ada,  and  it  waa  notorioua  that,  if  mob  a  fom 
had  erer  been  applied,  ita  long  diacontinnance  had 
aumllrd  the  blockade  in  ({aeatioQ,  there  oontd  be  no 
■uffieiaul  otgection  on  the  port  of  Great  Britain  to  a 
Ibmal  rerocation  of  it  j  and  no  imaginable  objection 
to  a  declaration  of  tha  fact  that  the  blockade  did  not 
•xiaL  The  declaration  woold  hare  been  ooniiateat 
with  ber  avowed  prindplei  of  blockade  ;  and  would 
kave  enabled  the  United  Statea  to  demand  trom 
Fiance  the  pledged  rqieal  of  her  decreea;  either 
with  fneeeM,  in  which  oaaatlw  way  wonkilune  been 


evened  for  a  general  repeal  of  die  belligerent  edict* ; 
or  without  ancceaa,  in  which  caaa  the  United  Statea 
wc«ld  have  been  jnatiGed  ia  tunxing  their  meainraa 
■xoluaiTely  againit  France.  The  Br^tiih  Gorem- 
ment  would,  however,  neither  reaciud  the  blockade, 
nor  declare  ita  non-eiiatence ;  nor  permit  ita  non- 
eiiatenoe  to  be  inferred  and  affirmed  by  the  Ameri- 
can PlanipoteDtiary.  On  the  coulrary,  by  repre- 
aenting  the  blockade  to  be  Fomprehended  in  the  Or- 
den  in  Coundl,  the  United  Statea  were  compelled  ao 
to  regaid  it,  in  their  lubsequeut  proceedinga. 

There  waa  a  period  when  a  favorablB  change 
in  the  ptdiq'  at  the  British  Cabinet  wai  juatly  cod- 
ddered  aa  eatabliibed.  The  Minitter  Plenipotentiary 
of  His  Britannia  H^eaty  here,  propoied  an  adjust- 
ment of  tlie  dillhrences  more  immediately  endanger- 
ing the  harmony  of  the  two  oonutTies.  The  proKiai- 
tion  was  aooepted  with  the  prompUtnde  and  cordiality 
conespauding  with  the  invariable  professions  of  thu 
Government  A  fonndation  appeared  to  be  Uid  for  a  sin- 
cere and  lasting  reconciliation.  The  pnwpeot,  however, 
quickly  vanidtad.  The  whole  proceeding  waa  dia- 
amwed  by  the  Briti^  Government,  without  any  ex- 
plaoaticnB,  which  ooold,  at  that  time,  repress  the 
bel]ef|  that  the  disavowal  prooeeded  from  a  spirit  of 
hostility  lo  the  oommercial  rights  and  prosperity  of 
the  Uiuted  States.  And  it  haa  sinoe  come  into  proof; 
that  at  tha  very  moment  when  the  public  Minister 


in  the  UDcerity  of  the  negotiation  « 
aa  charged,  a  secret  agent  of  hia  Govern- 
ujmt  waa  employed  in  intrigues,  having  for  their 
object  a  aabvendoD  of  our  Govermnent,  and  »  dis- 
memberment of  onr  hamy  UnioD, 

In  reviewing  the  ooadact  of  Graat  Britaio  toward* 
the  United  States,  our  attention  is  Deoessarily  drawn 
to  the  warl^  jost  renewed  by  tbe  savages,  on  one 
of  onr  extensiva  frontiers;  a  warfare  which  ia  knows 
COBpwe  nailhar  age  nta  sex,  and  to  be  diaijiigaiihed 
b^  fbatnres  pecn^rly  shocking  to  himiauity.  It  i« 
difficult  to  acoount  for  tbe  activity  and  combination! 
which  have  for  some  time  been  developing  them- 
selves among  tribes  in  constant  intercourae  with 
British  traden  and  gairiaons,  withoat  oonnactiiig 
hostililj  with  that  ihAaenoe,  and  without  rwclledlng 
tha  authenticated  eiampiea  of  such  interpoaitioa^ 
bentofoie  AimiBbed  by  the  offican  and  agents  of  that 


Such  Is  the  ^eCtaele  of  it^}atiea  and  iodignides 
which  have  been  heaped  on  oar  ocuntry ;  and  inch 
the  ends  which  its  unexampled  forbearance  and  c<m- 
cilialory  eSbrts  have  not  been  able  to  avert.  It 
might  at  least  have  been  expected,  that  an  enlight- 
ened nation,  if  less  urged  by  moral  obligations,  or 
invited  by  GrleDdly  dinositiona  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  would  have  found,  Cn  its  true  interaat 
alone,  a  anffident  mott* e  to  respect  their  rights  and 
their  tranqnilli^  on  the  hi^  sens ;  that  an  enlaifed 
policy  would  have  favnad  that  free  and  general  cir- 
culation of  commerce  in  which  tbe  Britlih  nation  is 
at  all  times  interested,  and  which,  in  times  of  war, 
is  the  beat  alleviation  of  its  cahuniliea  to  herseU)  as 
well  as  to  other  beUigeroDta ;  and,  more  especially, 
that  the  Britiih  Cabinet  woold  not,  for  the  sake  of 
a  prACariou*  and  snrrepti^ons  inlenxmrse  with  boa- 
tile  markets,  have  persevered  in  a  eonne  of  meaaura* 
which  neoeasarily  put  at  hautrd  tbe  invaluable  mar- 
ket of  a  great  and  growing  country,  disposed  to  cul- 
tivate the  mutual  advantagea  of  an  active  conuneroe. 

Other  eoonoili  have  pnvailed.    Oar  moderatioa 
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and  conciliKtlin  ban  h>d  no  otbai  dftct  tlum  to  ea- 
ooniaot  peiHreniDC*  md  to  eolarse  pretmnoo*. 
We  bdiald  our  nafsriag  citli«iu  (tilT  thg  dulj  vio- 
tiiDa  or  UvUm  Tioleuce,  oommlttcd  on  the  gntt  oom- 
moQ  vid'  highwar  nf  lUtJoaB,  area  within  nglit  of 
tfag  ootmtiT  which  owBi  Ihem  protecUon,  We  b«- 
hold  oar  TcoeH  fnighted  with  the  prodoctj  of  out 
mhI  and  iodtutry,  or  nttming  with  the  honett  pn>- 
oeedi  of  theiD,  wreited  fRHntburlswAil  deitiiwtiCKU, 
ooofiKatcd  b;  prin  oonrti,  no  longer  the  n^ans  of 
pnblio  law,  but  the  initniment«  of  arbitnij  edicta, 
and  their  aniaitDnatc  crawa  diiperted  and  loet,  or 
fbrcad,  or  invei^ed  in  Biitiah  porta  into  Britiah 
fleets  vbilat  aignmelita  are  amplOTed  ia  nqiport  of 
tkue  iggreaaioo*,  whieh  have  no  fooiuUtioii  but  in 
»  principle  eqnallj  nniporting  a  claim  to  ngnlate 
our  ^xtenul  aommarca  u  all  caaea  whataoffrgr. 

Wa  bebold,  k  fine,  on  tbe  aide  oT  Great  Britain,  a 
rtate  of  war  againtt  the  United  States;  and  on  the 
Bda  of  the  United  Statea,  •  aUta  of  peace  towarda 
Onat  Britain. 

Whether  the  United  Statea  ihall  continne  pauira 
under  theee  pngnaaira  nanrpationa,  and  their  aoco- 
nnUling  wrong*,  or,  oppodng  fbrae  to  force  b  de- 
ftnee  of  their  national  right*,  (hall  oommlt  a  jnat 
eanaa  into  the  haada  of  the  Almigh^  Diipoaer  of 
ennta,  avoiding  all  ooniwctions  wbioh  might  entan- 
gle it  in  tbe  cDntett  ix  Tieva  of  other  powers,  and 
preeerving  a  constant  nradinesa  to  ooacnr  m  an  honor- 
able re-eacablishment  of  peace  and  friandahip,  is  a 
•alenin  qoeaCion,  which  the  coiutinition  wiielj  con- 
Sdea  to  Che  LegialatiTe  Dcptutmeat  of  the  Qorern- 
nient.  In  recommending  it  to  their  earl?  delibera- 
tion, I  am  ha[;f>y  in  the  amranoe,  that  die  deciaion 
will  be  worth;  the  enligbtenad  and  patriotic  aonaoila 
of  a  Tirtnous,  a  &ee,  and  a  powerful  nation. 

Having  praaentod  this  view  of  the  relatiooi  of  the 
United  Sutea  with  Gieat  Britain,  and  «f  the  aakmn 
altenudre  gtowiag  ontof  them,  I  prooeed  to  temark, 
that  the  commnnioataoDB  laat  mMe  to  Gonaresa  on 
the  labject  of  oar  nlatiosa  with  Franoe,  ml  hare 
shown,  that  atnoa  the  nvocation  of  her  decreea,  as 
thaj  violated  the  neotral  righU  of  the  United  Slates, 
ber  Govemmeat  haa  aathoiuad  iUegal  oaptnrei  bf  its 
privateers  and  public  ahipa  ;  and  t^  other  ootragea 
nave  been  practised  on  onr  vessel*  and  onr  citiiena. 
It  will  have  been  wen,  alao,  that  no  iodcmnitf  had 
Iieen  proiided,  or  saUefactorilj  pledged,  for  the  enen- 
aive  ^liationa  committed  nnder  the  violent  and  n- 
tioipeetivn  orders  of  the  French  Oovemment  aguoet 
the  propertj  of  oar  citinna,  aeised  within  the  jnris- 
diction  of  Krance.  I  abstain,  at  thia  time,  from  re- 
ecomiending  to  the  coomdeFatioo  of  Congrtt*  defini- 
tive meaturei  with  respect  to  that  nation,  in  the  ex- 
pectalJon  that  the  reault  of  nncloaed  discoasions  be- 
tween oar  Miniater  Fleoipotentiarr  at  Parii  and  the 
French  Govenunent  will  apeedily  enable  Congieaa  to 
decide,  with  gieater  advantage,  on  the  oooise  dne 
to  the  ri^ta,  the  interest^  and  the  honor,  of  c 

JAMES  HADISON. 
WAlButaTON,  Jmn  1, 1BI3. 

A  motion  vas  then  ras^e  o;  Mr.  Bahdolpb, 
that  the  said  nieraage  be  referred  to  the  Cum- 
mitt«e  of  the  whole  House  on  the  etale  of  tJie 

And  tbe  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was 
detensined  in  the  negative—; eaa  87,  nays  ~~ 


alOTg 


On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  E.  WiLUAiaB,  the  Mes- 
sage was  referred  to  a  committea  appointed  no 
that  part  of  the  Preaident'a  Message  which  re- 
latea  to  onr  foreign  relations. 


TinsDAT,  Jnne  S. 
Tbe  Hoow  met,  and  a^jonmed  tiD  to  momnr. 

"WmasiBDXT,  Jdds  8. 
Seport  on  Fortign  Selatian*. 
Mr,  OiXBOim,  from  the  Committee  ixa  Tvr- 
lign  Relatione,  to  whom  was  referred  tbe  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  Statceoftbe 
first  instant,  made  a  report,  statinfr  at  large  tfat 
insea  and  reaaons  of  a  war  with  Great  Britain, 
'hinh  was  read  m  follows : 
*'That,   after  the  eiperisnoe   which   tbe  Uiriled 
Statea  have  had  of  the  great  injns^  of  the  Bri&A 
Govenunent  toward*  them,  exemplified  bj-  so  man; 
acts  of  violence  and  oppreanon,  it  will  be  roon  ^S- 
cnlt  to  jnatifj  to  the  hnpaniaJ  worid  th^  impatieat 
Ebrbeaimnoe,  flian  the  meann*  to  whidi  it  haa  be- 
come neoeaiuj  to  reaort,  to  avenge  tba  wrone^  aad 
vindioate  [he  rights  and  honor  of  the  n 
committee  are  bappjt  to  obaerve, 
view  of  the  oondnct  of  the  United  Statea,  that  Atj 
lose  for  censors, 
forbearance  nnder  iiynriea  ought  evo'  t< 

a  virtue  in  anj  nation,  it  is  one  whidi 

peonliariv  bemmes  the  United  Statea.  No  people 
ever  had  stronger  motivea  to  cherish  peaoe ;  ome 
have  ever  cbenahed  it  with  greater  ^noori^  aal 

Bnt  tiie  period  ha*  now  airived,  when  the  Utdted 
Statea  most  rapport  their  character  and  atatioa  aoKog 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  or  anbmit  to  tbe  moot  ihama- 
fnl  degradation.  Forteanuce  baa  ceaaed  la  be  a  vir- 
toe.  War  on  the  one  aids,  and  peace  on  the  Mhar,  ia 
B  eitnstion  a*  minona  as  it  is  di^^moefnl.  The  Sai 
ambition,  the  Inst  of  power,  and  oommercial  avarice 
of  Great  Britain,  am^attng  to  herself  the  eoaplete 
dotainiOD  of  the  ocean,  and  exercising  over  it  an  mi- 
bounded  and  lawleaa  tyrannf,  have  left  to  oeotial 
nations  an  sittunative  oaij  between  the  base  sorren- 
der  of  their  rights,  and  a  manlf  vindication  of  diein. 
Happily  for  the  United  States,  their  deatiny,  nnda 
tbs  aid  of  Heaven,  is  in  their  own  hands.  The  eris* 
is  formidable  only  b;  their  love  of  peaoe.  Ai  soon  a* 
it  beoomes  a  duty  to  relinquish  thst  ntnation,  dangtr 
diaappeara.  They  have  snSered  no  wrong*,  diej  han 
[eceived  no  insults,  however  great,  for  which  tb*f 
Oannot  obt^  redress. 

"  More  than  seven  yean  have  slused  uiee  llu 
cixnmencemeDl  of  thia  ayatein  of  hostile  agsm 
by  the  British  Government,  on  the  rights  and  ii 
est*  of  the  United  SU1«.  The  manner  of  its  ocb- 
mencement  was  not  len  hoalila  than  tbs  Mpiiit  wiA 
which  it  h**  been  prosecuted.  The  United  Stales 
have  invariably  done  ovary  thing  ia  their  power  la 
preserve  the  reladona  of  friendahip  with  Great  Brit- 
ain. Of  this  diapotition  they  gav 
proof  at  tha  moment  when  Aej  w 
lima  of  an  oppodte  pelic;.  Tbe  wrong*  of  tbe  latf 
war  bad  not  been  forgotten  at  the  oommenoemesit  </ 
Aepmentone.    They  waioednsof  dangen,  i^aiaM 
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which  it  wM  aooght  to  pravidr.  Aa  surly  u  tile  you 
1801,  the  Uini««r  of  ths  United  Statea  at  Loudon 
ire>  instructed  to  iiiTitg  the  Britiah  Govenunent  to 
CDtBi  into  a  nsgotiklion  on  M  the  point*  on  which  a 
ccdlinoD  might  ariae  between  the  two  connCriei,  ia  the 
eourM  of  the  war,  and  to  propoae  to  it  an  arrange- 
mentor  thtir  claim  i  on  fair  and  raaaonable  candi- 
tioiUi  The  inritaticoi  vaa  accepted.  A  negotiation 
had  comntcnced,  and  waa  depending,  and  nothing 
Iiad  oeeurred  to  oicita  a  doubt  that  it  would  not  lei- 
miiiata  to  the  latieiaation  of  both  the  partiei.  It  waa 
at  thia  time,  and  nndei  these  cirmimitancea,  that  an 
attack  waa  mads  hj  (nrpriaa,  on  an  important  branch 
of  the  American  commeice,  which  affected  every  part 
of  the  United  Statea,  and  iuTolved  manj  of  their  dti- 

"  The  commerca  on  which  thia  attadi  was  lo  lu- 
espectadlj  made,  was  that  between  the  United  Statea 
v^  the  cotaniei  of  France,  Spain,  and  other  eDemiei 
of  Great  Britain.  A  oomraoioB  Jr^t  in  itself;  lanc- 
twned  by  the  Biample  of  Great  Britain,  in  regard  to 
tba  trade  with  her  own  colonie* ;  aanctioued  by  a 
niamii  act  between  the  two  GoTemmeats  in  ths  Uit 
war  ;  and  saiictioned  by  the  prac^ce  at  the  Britiih 
Gorenauent  in  the  present  war :  mora  than  two 
yean  haTiog  then  elapMd,  withcat  any  intaiferenoa 
withiL 

"The  inJDBticeof  this  attank  could  only  be  eqnalled 
by  the  abmrdity  of  the  pietait  alleg^  for  it.  It 
wu  pretended  by  the  British  Goyernmsnt  that,  in 
ease  of  war,  h  ?r  enemy  had  do  ri^t  to  modiiy  its 
colonial  legnlations,  ao  as  to  mitigala  the  calamities 
of  war  to  the  inhabitanta  of  its  colonics.  This  pre- 
tension, pecoliar  to  Great  Britun,  is  utterly  iacom- 
patible  with  the  rights  of  soTcreignty  in  every  inde- 
pendent State.  If  wa  recnr  to  the  well-established, 
and  nniveiaally  admitted'law  of  aationi,  we  shall 
find  DO  lanction  to  it  in  that  venerable  code.  Tlie 
■overeignty  of  ever;  State  Is  co-eiteoalve  with  its 
damiuion^  and  cannot  be  abrogated,  or  curtailed  in 
ita  rights,  MA  to  any  part,  eiccpl  by  conqnesL  Nea- 
tral  nations  have  a  right  to  dads  lo  everj  port  of 
either  belligerents,  which  i*  not  legally  blockaded, 
and  in  all  articlei  whioh  are  not  contraband  of  war. 
Soch  ia  the  abaurditj  of  this  preteosLon,  that  yoor 
committee  am  aware,  especially  after  the  able  man- 
ner in  which  it  has  been  heretofore  refuted  and  ei- 
poaed,  that  they  would  offbr  an  inault  to  the  uoder- 
■tanding  of  ths  House,  if  thej  enlarged  on  it ;  and  if 
any  thing  could  add  to  the  high  aenss  of  injustice  of 
die  Britiih  Goremment  In  thia  transaction,  it  would 
ba  the  contrast  which  her  conduct  exhibita  in  regard 
to  this  trade,  and  in  regard  to  a  similar  trade  by  neu- 
trals, with  her  own  eolmiea  It  ia  known  to  the 
world,  that  Great  Britain  regulates  her  own  trade,  in 
war  Bud  in  peace,  at  home  and  in  her  coloniaa,  aa 
■Im  finds  for  her  interest;  that  in  war  she  relaxes  the 
nwtraintsef  her  colonial  system  in  faior  of  the  colo- 
nies, and  that  it  never  was  aoggested  that  she  had 
not  a  ri^t  to  do  it,  or  that  a  neutral,  in  taking  ad- 
TBntage  of  the  relaxation,  violated  a  belhgetent  right 
of  her  enemy.  But  with  Great  Britain  evsiy  tbmg 
ia  lawfbL  It  is  only  in  trade  with  her  enemies,  that 
the  United  States  can  do  wrong :  with  them,  all  trade 
ia  nnlawfliL 

"  In  the  year  1T98,  an  attack  was  made  bj  the 
Britisli  Goremment  on  the  same  branch  of  our  neo- 
tral  trade,  wUoh  had  nearly  involved  the  two  coun- 
tries in  war.  That  difference,  however,'  was  emlca- 
hly  accommodated.    The  petennoa  was  withdrawn. 


and  reparation  made  to  the  United  States  for  the 
lOBH  which  tbey  had  suffered  by  it.  It  was  fair  to 
infer  from  that  arrangement,  that  the  commerce  WM 
deemed  by  the  British  Government  lawful,  and  that 
it  would  not  be  again  distnihed. 

"  Had  the  Britiih  Govenment  been  resolved  to 
contest  this  trade  with  neutrBla,  it  waa  doe  to  the 
character  of  the  British  nation,  that  the  decision 
should  be  known  to  the  Goverument  of  the  United 
Statea  The  existence  of  a  negotiation  which  had 
been  invited  by  our  Government,  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  differencea,  by  an  amicable  arrangement 
of  their  respective  pretenaionl.  gave  a  strong  olaim 
fbr  the  notificatioa,  while  it  afforded  the  faireit  op- 
portuni^  for  it.  But,  a  vary  different  policy  anima- 
ted the  then  Cabinet  of  England.  Generoos  senti- 
menta  were  onknown  to  it.  The  liberal  conSdenoe 
and  friendly  overturei  of  the  Uiuted  States  weit 
taken  advantage  of  to  ensnara  tham.  Steady  to  its 
porpoee,  and  inflexibly  hostile  to  this  country,  the 
British  Government  calmly  looked  forward  to  that 
moment  when  it  might  give  the  most  deadly  wonnd 
to  our  interest  A  trade,  Just  in  itself,  which  wo* 
secured  by  so  many  Btnmg  and  sacred  pledget,  waa 
oonaidend  safe.  Our  dtiient,  with  their  usnal  in- 
doitry  and  enterprise,  bad  embarked  in  it  a  vast 
proportion  of  their  shipping  and  of  their  capital, 
which  were  at  aea  onder  no  other  protection  than  the 
law  of  nations,  and  the  oonfldence  which  they  re- 
posed in  the  justice  and  friendship  of  the  British  na- 
tion. At  this  period,  the  unexpected  blow  was  ^ven. 
Many  of  our  vessels  wero  seized,  carried  into  por^ 
and  coodemned  by  a  tribunal,  which,  while  It  pro- 
fenes  to  respect  Iho  law  of  nalaoni,  oheyi  the  man- 
data  of  ita  own  Government  in  oppositiao  to  all  law. 
Hundreds  of  other  vessels  were  driven  IVom  the 
ocean,  and  the  trade  ileelf  in  a  great  meaiore  snp- 

"The  eflect  ptodnoed  by  this  attack  on  the  lawTot 
oommeree  of  the  United  States  waa  as  might  have 
been  e^wcted  from  a  virtaous,  independent,  and 
highly-iigured  people.  But  one  sentiment  pervaded 
the  whole  American  natioo.  No  local  intereata  were 
regarded,  no  sordid  motives  felt.  Without  looking 
to  the  parti  which  suffered  most,  the  iuvaaion  of  our 
right*  wai  considered  a  common  cause,  and  from  one 
extremity  of  our  Union  to  the  other,  was  heard  the 
voice  of  a  muted  people,  calling  on  their  Govern- 
ment to  avenge  their  wrongs,  and  vindicate  the  right* 
and  honor  of  the  countiy. 

"From  this  period,  the  Bridsh  Govenmiflnt  bai 
gone  on  in  a  continned  encroachment  on  the  right* 
and  interests  of  the  United  States,  disregarding  in  its 
course,  In  many  bstaDcos,  obligations  which  have 
heretofbre  been  held  sacred  by  civilized  nations. 

"  In  May,  IBM,  Uie  whole  coast  of  the  continent, 
from  the  Elbe  to  Brest,  mclosive,  was  declared  to  be 
in  a  state  of  blockade.  By  this  act,  the  well-estab- 
lished principles  of  tbe  law  of  naliaas,  principles 
which  have  served  for  ages  ai  guides,  and  Sied  the 
boundary  between  the  rights  of  belUgerenti  and  nen- 
trals,  were  vjoluted.  By  the  lawof  nutioni,  as  recog- 
nized by  Great  Britain  herself,  no  blockade  is  lawful, 
unless  It  be  initalned  by  the  applicstian  of  au  ade- 
quate force  i  and  that  an  odaqoate  force  was  applied 
to  this  blockade,  in  its  full  extent,  ought  not  to  be 
pretended.  Whether  Gi«at  Britain  wa*  able  to  main- 
tun  legally  lO  extensive  a  blockade,  considering  tba 
war  in  which  she  is  en^ged,  requiring  soch  eiten- 
dve  naval  operationa,  is  a  question  which  is  not 
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IMMMU7  ftt  tbii  tima  to  ezamiin.  It  ii  nScient ' 
be  knom,  thit  aoch  force  vu  not  ■pplied,  ud  th 
ii  QTideDt,  from  tfae  tarmi  of  du  blockwlii  itnlT,  t 
which,  compufttiTely,  ui  im>oiugdenU«  portion  t 
the  oout  onlj  ma  decUxed  to  be  In  ■  Mate  of  atrlct 
tni  rigoroiu  blnckade.  Tb«  objectko  to  the  meu- 
nre  ii  not  diminubed  by  th&t  ctrcanutuioe.  If  the 
fbrce  wu  not  ipjdied,  the  blockade  vu  DnlawAil, 
from  wfakUier  caoie  the  fuloie  migbt  proceed.  The 
belligeieiit  vho  liutitatei  the  blo^ade,  ceoiiot  ab- 
•oItg  Itielf  fiom  the  obligatiiHi  to  eppl;  the  force, 
nndei  ear  pretext  wheterer.  For  >  beUigenut  to 
relax  a  blackade  which  it  could  not  muntiio,  with  a 
Tieir  to  ahiolTe  iteelf  from  the  obligatloa  lo  "■«■"'»''■ 
i^  would  be  a  refinemeiit  in  liyiutioe,  not  loM  Inmlt- 
iug  to  the  niidentaiidii^,  than  repngnant  to  the  law 
of  Ditioiia.  To  cUim  merit  for  the  nmgadoB  of  eril 
which  the  part;  either  had  not  the  power,  or  found 
It  inconvenient  to  inflict,  would  be  *  new  mode  of  en- 
aoacbing  on  aentnl  right*.  Tour  committM  think 
It  JDit  to  remaA,  that  thii  aot  or  the  Britiih  Gorero- 
ment  does  not  appear  to  have  been  adopted  in  the 
laoie  In  which  it  tiai  been  ^noe  oonttiiied.  On  con- 
dderMioD  of  all  the  (^leumitaDCM  attending  the 
mearare,  and  panleolai];  the  character  of  the  die- 
tlngoiihed  ttateman  who  amiomtced  it,  we  are  per- 
aoaded  that  it  nt  coooeived  In  a  q>irit  of  ooodUa- 
tion,  and  intended  to  lead  to  an  accomodatloQ  of  all 
dlKrence*  between  the  United  Statei  and  Givat 
Britiio.  Hii  deatli  (Utappoinled  that  hope,  and  the 
act  hai  lince  become  labitBrTieat  to  other  poipouh 
'"  ■       '  ....  J  preteit  for 


id  banueed 

"  The  neit  act  of  the  BHtiih  GoTuninent  wUch 
clalmi  oar  atteatioD,  ii  the  Order  of  Comtdl  of  Janu- 
ary T,  180T,  by  which  neatial  powen  are  ptohlbited 
trading  from  one  port  to  another  of  l^aaoe,  or  her 
alliei,  or  anj  other  conatiT  with  ridch  Gnat  Brit^ 
might  not  freely  trade.  By  thii  order,  the  preten- 
Kooa  of  Englajid,  beret</ore  diecUmad  by  every 
other  power,  lo  prohibit  nenCrals  diipodng  of  parti  of 
iheic  caigoes  at  diSbient  porta  of  the  same  enemy,  ii 
terired,  and  with  vait  aocumolattou  of  imnry.  Kvarj 
enemy,  however  great  the  number,  or  dittant  from 
each  other,  ii  eoondered  one,  and  the  like  trade. 


I  wu  alu  prohibited.  &i  tUl  act,  the  Brit- 
iih Government  e^dently  diiclaimed  all  regard  for 
neutral  rightt.  Awate  that  the  mcaaaiai  authoriied 
by  it  conld  Snd  oo  preteit  Id  any  belligerent  right, 
none  WM  nrsed.  To  prohibit  tbe  Hie  of  our  prodnoe, 
oonnsting  of  lonooent  article*,  is  any  port  of  a  belli- 
gerent, not  blockaded  ;  to  contider  every  balligeient 
as  on,  and  lubject  Deotisli  to  ,  the  lame  leMiainta 
with  ail  as  if  then  was  but  one,  were  bold  encroach- 
meata  But  to  tettnun,  or  in  any  manner  interfere 
with  onr  commeice  with  oeutial  natjons,  with  whom 
Great  Britain  waa  at  peace,  and  igainrt  wbom  ahe 
had  no  justifiable  cause  of  war,  for  the  sole  reaaon 
that  they  reitruiied  or  excluded  from  thur  ports  her 


rolationa  subuiting  betweei 

"  We  proceed  to  bring  into  view  the  British  Order 
in  Caaocil  of  Hovember  it,  18117,  wluch  superaeded 
evei^  otber  order,  and  oonsommBted  that  ^ttem  of 
hoablity  on  the  oommerce  of  the  United  States, 
which  has  been  aince  to  steadily  punued.  By  thii 
order  all  Fraoce  and  her  aHiee,  and  every  otbcc  ooon- 


try  at  war  with  Great  Britain,  or  with  which  iha 
was  not  at  war,  from  which  tbe  British  Bag  wis  ci. 
eluded,  and  all  tbe  colonies  of  her  enenuet,  woe  ait- 

eto  tbe  same  restrictians  aa  if  thej  weie  ictniOj 
ikadsd  ia  the  most  strict  and  ri^rotoo]  muma) 
and  all  trade  in  articles,  tbe  produce  and  maDDfu- 
tore  of  the  aald  conntrtea  and  colonlee,  and  the  m- 
eeia  engaged  in  it,  were  lutjected  to  captnn  nl 
condemnation  aa  lawful  piiie.  To  Au  oria  cstaia 
exeeptiona  were  made,  which  we  forbear  to  Dolin, 
becanae  thej  were  not  adopted  front  a  r^ard  la  sea- 
tral  righta,  but  were  dictated  by  policy,  to  promota 
the  commerce  of  England,  and  ao  &i  as  they  ohKi 
to  nentral  power*,  wen  said  to  emanate  fimi  A» 
clemency  of  the  Britiih  Government. 


clarad  direct  and  poutiTe  war  against  the  Uutel 
States  The  dominion  of  the  ooean  was  comiJTtoly 
uaorped  by  it,  all  commerce  forbiddan,  and  every  t^ 
driven  from  it,  or  subjected  to  capture  ud  oondos- 
natlon,  which  did  not  subserve  the  policy  of  Ai 
British  Government,  by  piying  it  a  tribute,  aud  nit- 
Ing  under  its  aanctioa.  From  this  period,  ^a  Ouild 
States  have  incnned  the  heaviest  lonee,  and  moit 
mortifying  humiliatioaK-  They  have  boma  Afl 
ealanlttea  oC  war  irilboot  retorting  them  on  ill 

"  So  far  your  oommlttee  has  presented  ts  the  Tiaw 
of  the  House  tbe  aggresuons  which  have  been  coo^ 


win  now  proceed  to  other  wrongs,  which  hava  h 
sttn  more  severely  felt.  Among  theae  ia  the  inpias- 
ment  of  our  seamen,  a  practice  which  has  been  dd. 
ceaaingjy  majntalned  t^  Great  Britain  in  the  win 
to  whidi  she  baa  been  a  gprty  sinoe  onr  RevohliDii. 
Toiur  committee  cannot  coorey  in  adeqoite  toioi 
the  deep  aenae  which  they  entataln  of  Uie  injmtiss 
and  ot^mMion  of  this  proceeding.  Undtt  dis  pnutl 
of  impreMin^  British  aeaman,  our  fellow-citiiea  an 
seised  in  British  ports,  on  the  high  seas,  and  En  eveiy 
otber  quarter  to  which  the  British  power  eitcsdij 
are  taken  on  board  Britiih  msa-of-wsr,  sad  caa- 
pelled  to  serve  there  ■■  Britiih  subjects.  In  li>i> 
mode  onr  citimaa  are  wantorily  matched  from  Acii 
country  and  their  (kmiliee ;  deprived  of  tbeir  Ilbcrlj, 
and  doomed  to  an  IffnouiiiiiDns  and  elaviih  bandsgi  | 
oompelled  to  figbt  vte  battles  of  a  foreign  comttiT, 
and  (^n  to  perish  in  them.  Our  flag  bat  fiira 
thsm  no  protection ;  it  has  been  uneeaiiugly  vio&k^ 
and  onr  vessels  expoeed  to  dangers  by  the  loss  rf  Ifci 
men  taken  from  them.  Your  committee  rxed  not 
remark:  that,  while  this  practice  is  oontimud.  it  il 
impoeaible  for  the  United  Stales  to  oonader  ira- 
selves  an  independent  nstion.  Every  new  cist  is  s 
new  proof  of  their  degradation.  Ita  oontjoutnce  >> 
tiie  more  unjnstiflabiB,  beoaase  the  Ucileii  StsW 
have  repeatedly  pro^sed  to  the  Britiih  GovoninKnt 
aa  aTTSngement  which  would  secore  to  it  ttie  "'^'^ 
of  ita  own  people.  An  eiempti<m  of  the  ciliKDt  v 
the  Uaited  States  ttnm  this  degra^ng  ONinso^ 
and  their  Sag  tVom  riolation,  ia  all  that  tbey  ban 

■'  Tbia  lawless  waste  of  our  trade,  and  equaCj  i^ 
lawful  imprisonment  of  onr  seamen,  have  t«eD  nict 
aggravated  by  tbe  intnlta  and  indignitiea  slten^ 
them.  Under  the  pretext  of  blockading  tbe  hirtxM 
of  Fnnoe  and  liei  alliea,  British  sqnadrran  ban  tael 
stationed  on  onr  own  ooas^  to  watch  and  aniuy  " 
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own  trade.  To  gin  albet  to  the  blookkde  of  Euro- 
pMD  poTti,  tin  porti  >od  hiriiotmfif  the  Dnilad  State* 
Imra  baan  blockmdad.  In  execnling  tliMS  oiden  of 
tba  Bridih  Goranunnit,  or  in  otMjiDg  tba  ^drit 
wUelt  wu  "kxamn  to  At'™*"  it,  die  oomniBDdcn  of 
tbuaequdniDi  have  eDoraaebad  on  oorJiiTudicUat], 
_.._.>  ...^  immIl  and  eairied  into  tatOt  IinpreM- 
Idn  onr  limiti,  and  done  otiur  aota  oTgreat 


tbeir  Gorenunanl 

"Wlwther  tba  Britiih  Oorernmoit  hu  oontrlbnted 

S  active  meamm  to  exdle  againM  u  the  boMllilf 
tbe  mage  tribei  r»  oat  fVontier^  tout  oominlttee 
aiB  not  diipbsed  to  oocop;  mnch  tiioa  ia  ioTiutigatins. 
Cait^  iudlcaliona  of  general  notorial  mij  mpp^ 
Uw  plaM  of  autbaodo  doeiunenti^  tko(^  IMM  hare 
■ot  b«en  WBiiti^  to  MtabUdi  tlie  fiwt  la  aonM  io- 
atancBi.  It  la  kM>wn  tbat  ijuiptuina  </  Biitidi  boa- 
tiUtT  towarii  die  United  States  have  nerer  MM  to 
pt«diK«  oomapoiiding  gjniptoDU  among  tfaoM  tribM. 
It  ia  aUo  weU  known  that,  on  all  nich  oceadoni, 
abundant  mppltei  of  the  ordlnarj  mnnitioDi  of  war 
have  been  ailonied  br  tl>*  agenta  of  Britiih  eoinm«T~ 
dal  compuiici,  aod  «vsii  froni  Britiih  ganiaoDi, 
vhcnwith  thej  wan  enabled  to  oommanoe  that  m- 
tern  of  iaiage  waifaie  on  onr  ftnntier^  whlek  hai 
b«Bn  at  aD  timet  Indlierlminate  in  tti  •Swt,  on  all 
Bgv,   aaxo,   and  conditloaa,  and  iO    terolthig  to 


sh  VKmt»\ 

it  theii  dn^  to  recite  another  aot  of  itill  greater 
mAllgnttftlwa  mf  of  tbot*  whkli  bare  bean  dreadj 
broKbt  to  jaa  yiaw.  Th*  Mtampt  to  ditmeuber 
oni  Unifn,  and  orertbrow  ooi  ezoaUtDt  cooititnlion, 
'hj  a  lecret  mitoou,  the  ol^Mt  of  irtildh  wat  to 
fomantditoinitanti  and  axdla  innimotianagalMtlba 
conititnteii  autlwritiea  and  lawi  of  the  nalioa,  « 
latelj  ditdoaed  b7  the  agent  employed  in  it,  aflbrdi 
fiiH  proof  that  there  it  no  bound  to  the  hottUitjr  of 
the  Britiih  Gorenunaiit  lowardt  the  United  Statat  { 
no  ac^  hawerer  Dimutifiabl^  which  it  wonld  not 
commit  to  aocomplith  their  ruin.  Thli  attempt 
azcitea  the  gnater  honor,  tram  die  coiuideTatiOD 
that  It  waa  made  while  the  United  Stataa  and  OraM 
Britain  ware  at  peace,  and  an  amkablo  negotiadon 
waa  depending  between  tiiem  for  the  aaoominoiialion 
of  thefr  differences  tbnnigb  public  Uiniiten,  rego- 
larij  antbtatiad  ffar  the  pnipote. 

**  The  United  Statei  ban  bduJd,  with  nnezampled 
fiKbeannee,  thii  cootinned  niiu  of  hoMile  enoiVBch- 
■uant*  on  their  lightt  and  intereitt,  In  the  hope  that, 
ybldlng  to  the  f^oe  of  friend]^  rMUonttianoea,  oAen 

'  ■    "--   "  "Jth  Gownmont  mi^  adopt  * 

Dwardi  tham;  bat  auk  b^  no 
<j  haTe,  abO)  vei^ked  irapardaUr 
Iwra  been  nrgod  by  du  Btiti* 


"  The  Britiili  Oovenunent  luu  allgged,  in 
Bm  gf  theOrdenlnCooDcUitbattlMjwarvretaTea 
to  a*  a  ntaliatiiHi  on  Franoe  for  dmiUir  wipaidoni 
committed  bj  her  on  otir  neutral  brada  withthe Bril- 
tth  dominiona.  B«t  bow  hat  thii  plea  bnn  npport- 
•d?  The  daM  of  Biidrb  and  French  aggrenioM 
aia  well  biown  to  &»  world.  Their  origin  and  pro- 
gret*  ban  been  inariud  with  too  wide  and  Juatruc- 


ttve  a  waata  of  die  property  of  onr  fellow-oidnns  to 
haTe  been  forgotten.  Tba  deom  of  Berlin,  </  No- 
Tembaraitt,  ISOt,  wat  the  fint  aggt«ailoa  of  FnnM 
in  the  prvtent  war.  fli^itcen  montht  hod  tben 
el^aad  after  the  attack  mada  by  Great  Britain  on 
OUT  nentral  trade  with  the  cdlonlea  of  Francs  and 
her  aQie^  and  lix  monthi  ttam  the  date  of  tha  proo- 
lamatloQ  of  Ml?,  1806.  Em  on  the  Tth  of  Jannaiy, 
1807,  the  date  of  tba  fint  Brldtb  Order  in  ConnoD, 
w>  abort  a  term  had  elapsed  after  the  Berlin  decree, 
that  it  wat  hardly  potalbia  that  the  intalligenca  of  it 
dwold  have  reached  the  United  States  A  rataUa- 
liim  whieb  It  to  prodnoa  ita  eAct,  byioperatiiw  on  a 
neutral  power,  on|^t  not  to  be  teaorled  to  Si  the 
nantral  bad  inttified  It  by  a  onlpabla  aoqnieaoance  in 
the  nnlawfiJ  act  of  the  other  belligerent.    It  ought 


ieh  had  not  been  done  in  the  pretent 
InttaoGO.  And,  when  the  order  of  Korembra  11th 
wat  imed,  it  ii  well  known  that  a  Hioister  ef 
Franoe  had  declared  to  the  Hiidater  PlenipotaotlaiT 
of  the  United  Statei  at  Paria,  that  it  wu  not  intend 
ed  that  tba  decree  of  Berlin  ihonld  apply  to  tba 
United  Statea.  It  I*  equally  well  known,  that  no 
American  vemi  had  then  been  condemned  under  \t, 
or  aeiiare  been  made,  with  which  tba  British  Qaram- 


inthea 


Ml*n 


1*  of  Franca,  however  ui^jnstlfiable 
.  jTODodilitt  m<M«  than  a  pnteit  for 
diote  of  Ei^and.  And  of  dw  loanfflcienoy  of  tbat 
pretait,  ample  proof  hai  already  bean  afforded  by 
tba  British  Qoremment  itself  and  in  tbe  most  im- 
pretdn  form.  Although  it  wai  declared  that  tha 
Ordste  in  Coandl  wen  retalialorr  on  Franoe  for  her 
decm^  it  was  alio  declared,  and  in  tbe  orden  them- 
aehaa,  tbM,  owing  to  the  K^erlim^  of  tbe  BritiA 
nary,  by  which  uie  Beets  i^  France  and  ber  alliaa 
wen  ODoOned  within  thrown  porta,  the  French  de- 
oraei  wo*  ooniidered  obly  aa  empty  tbreata. 

"It  bnojuttificadan^die  wrongs  of  onepowar, 
that  'Aa  like  wen  oammitted  by  another ;  nor  ought 
tba  ftoL  if  trna,  to  hare  been  urg^  by  either,  aa  it 
oonid  aflbrd  no  proof  of  ita  lore  if  jostjce,  of  it>  mag- 
nanimity, or  even  of  ita  oourage.  It  is  mrae  worthy 
the  Gkireninient  of  a  great  nation  to  reliera  dian  to 
aaaail  the  li^jUTsd.  tiar  can  a  repetition  of  tbe 
wnmga  by  another  power  repair  the  Tiolated  ti^ita 
or  wounded  honor  of  the  ii^hired  par^.  An  utter 
inability  akna  to  rasUt  oonld  justify  a  qoletaarrendar 
of  our  rl^it%  and  dapading  nbmii^ou  to  the  will 
ofolberai    Totl "'  ' 


duct  of  tbe  other,  is  a  proof  of  their  Ion  of  peace,  of 
th^  moderation,  and  of  the  hope  which  they  adil 

indolged,  that  friendly  appeals  tojusr       '    

---■'---  "  notben    '    "      ' 


tbe  matin  was  mittaken,  if  their  fotbearauca  wat 
Imnted  either  to  tbe  want  of  a  jost  aeuaibility  to 
th^  wnHM  or  a  determination,  If  suitable  redreat 
was  BOt  obtained,  to  resent  Ibein.  Tbe  dme  bat 
bow  arrired  whan  this  system  of  reaaoning  most 
It  wonld  be  ininltiDg  to  repeat  it.     Itwonld 


annge  their  wrongs,  according  to  their  own  esdmate 
of  tl>Mn,witbd)apaitf  who  oomiDits  them,  hotdli^it 
teqwonUa  G»  its  misdeeds,  luunitlgated  by  thota  of 
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<■  For  tba  iSlUnnae  made  bctmen  Gnat  BriCmin 
uid  France,  bj  tlia  appUcation  of  the  noD-imparta- 
tioti  act  (gainst  Eoglmiid  only,  the  moIiTe  h«  twen 
alnadf  too  often  eipluned.  tni  la  too  well  known 
to  nqnini  further  IllaBtration.  In  the  emunendal 
leatrictioDi  to  which  tbe  United  State*  lewrted  ■*  an 
•ridenoe  of  their  •ennbilitf,  and  a  mild  rataliatioa  of 
thur  wioQgs,  thej  invanablj  plaeed  both  powen  on 
the  ■Bfna  looting,  holding  ont  to  each,  in  rcapect  to 
ittOC,  the  MUD*  aoonnmDdMioa,  in  emm  it  aooeMed 
file  condition  offand,  and,  in  lei^iect  to  the  otber, 
lia  Hme  reatraint  if  It  nfoaad.  Had  the  Britiih 
Gorenunent  fionflnned  tin  arrangenMola  which  waa 
entend  into  with  the  BriUih  Uinliter  In  1S09,  aod 
Fnuioe  muntained  her  decrees,  with  Fnnoe  would 
tbe  United  Sutaa  have  bsd  to  leiiat,  with  the  firm- 
sen  belonging  to  their  character,  the  eonliDDed  nola- 
tion  oT  their  rights.  The  conunittee  do  not  hesitate 
to  doclare,  that  FVanoe  bis  greatlf  injured  the  Unit- 
ed Statea,  and  that  aitiatactorjr  reparation  baa  not 
vet  been  made  for  nun;  of  thow  injnriea.  Bnt  that 
is  a  ooDoem  which  the  United  State*  will  look  to 
and  settle  for  themselTW.  Hie  high  charaotar  of  tbe 
American  people  ii  a  soffloient  luedge  to  tbe  woiid 
that  thef  wiU  not  fail  to  settle  i^  on  ooaditions 
irtkleh  thep  have  a  right  to  claim. 

"Here  receutl;,  the  true  pcdioj  of  the  BritUi 
Goreniment  toward*  the  United  States,  has  heen 
oompletelj  nnfblded.  It  has  been  pnbUdj  declared 
bj  tboea  in  power,  that  the  Ordera  in  Connoi]  shoold 
not  be  repealed  nntil  the  French  Goranunent  had 
teroked  bU  ita  ioteRial  reatraints  on  the  British  ooov- 
merce  ;  and  that  the  toade  of  the  United  Statea  wldi 
France  and  her  alliea,  ahonld  he  prohibited,  imtil 
GiBBlBritain  was  alaaaUowedtotradewiththem.  Bj 
this  deolaratioD,  it  appear*  tba^  to  tatia^  the  praten- 
■tonj  of  the  Biicith  Gorenunent,  the  United  Statea 
most  join  Great  Britain  in  die  war  irith  France,  sjid 
paveeeots  the  war  nnlal  Franoe  sbonid  b«  sobdiwd ; 
for  without  her  eatyogatlon,  It  were  in  Tain  to  pre- 
same  on  inch  a  eonoession.  The  hoetilit;  of  the 
Biitiah  GoTonnnent  to  these  Stales  haa  been  still 
(orther  disolosed.  It  has  been  made  manitest  that 
the  United  State*  are  cunsideTed  by  it  as  the  oom- 
mercial  rival  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  their  proe- 
paritf  and  growth  are  inoompatibla  with  her  welfara 
When  all  thi^  circomatancea  are  taken  into  conrfd- 
ermtirai,  it  i*  impoedble  for  jonr  committee  to  donbt 
tbe  motives  which  have  governed  die  Britiafa  Unis- 
tr?  in  tU  it)  mcMnraa  toward*  die  United  Stale* 
linoe  the  jear  180S.  Eqnall;  it  ii  impoaaibia  to 
doubt,  longer,  the  coarse  whidi  Che  United  State* 
ought  to  pursue  towardi  Great  Britain. 

"  From  this  review  tf  the  multiplied  wrong*  of  6n 
British  Government  slnoe  the  commencement  of  the 
present  war,  it  must  be  evident  to  (he  impartial 
world,  that  tbe  contest  which  i*  now  forced  on  the 
United  Statea,  ia  radically  a  oootfat  for  their  sover- 
eign^ and  Independence.  Yonr  committee  will  not 
enlarge  on  anj  of  the  injuries,  however  great,  which 
have  had  a  transitory  eKct.  Th«r  wish  to  call  tbe 
attention  of  tbe  Honse  to  tboee  of  a  permanent  na- 
tnie  onlj,  which  intrench  to  deepij  on  our  moat  im- 
portant right*,  end  wonnd  so  eitenaiTelj  and  vitallj 
onr  beat  interesta,  at  could  not  fail  to  deprive  tlie 
United  Statea  of  the  prindpal  advantage*  of  tbrar 
Bevolotion,  if  aubmitted  to.  Tbe  control  of  onr  com- 
'meroe  by  Great  Britain,  in  regulating,  at  pleasnre, 
and  expelling  it  almoat  from  the  ocean ;  tbe  oppne- 
aive  mann^f  Iq  wbich  tbesB  regnlatioaa  have  been 
carried  into  eflbct,  bj  seizing  and  confiscating  such 


of  our  veaaela,  with  their  ca: 
have  violated  her  edicts,  < 
warning  of  tlieir  dango' ;  tl 
citiiens  from  on  board  ocr  own  vessels  on  tin  U^ 
seas,  and  elsewhere,  and  holding  them  in  brmilagr  Ol 
it  Baited  tbe  convenience  of  their  ofqanaanta  to  ddnr 
tbem  up  {  are  encroachments  cf  ^lat  higli  and  dsa> 
gerous  tendcDcj,  which  oould  not  IsJI  to  prodaceAat 
pemiciona  efihct ;  nor  would  these  be  tbe  onlj  ten- 
sequence*  that  would  result  tma  it.  Tb  &itiA 
Goveramant  might,  for  a  whUe,  be  satisBed  widi  ds 
ascaDdency  thus  gained  over  us,  but  its  pntenwaa 
would  soon  increaK.  Tbe  proof  which  so  tJ"* 
and  diqgrscefnl  a  submiaaiou  to  its  andiaTi^  mdd 
aBird  of  onr  degeneracy,  eotdd  not  fail  to  nafiit 
confidence,  that    then  was  no  limit   to    wbidi  itt 

"  Your  oommittee,  believing  that  &e  &ee-k>a 
son*  of  America  are  worthy  to  enjoy  the  Stm^ 
which  their  bthers  purchased  at  the  price  tJ  m  ^wa 
blood  and  tnatore,  and  aedog  in  tite  iiiiaaiiiai 
adopted  b^  Great  Britain,  a  coarse  commeooed  aai 
peisited  m,  which  must  lead  to  a  loss  of  natic^ 
chsracter  and  indepeodence,  ttel  no  besitatioa  in  ti- 
viung  rematance  by  force  ;  in  which  tbe  liima  sia 
of  the  present  day  will  prrne  to  tbe  enemy  and  b 
the  w«ld,  that  we  have  not  only  inherited  that 
liberty  which  our  fathara  gave  ua,  bnt  also  tin  vil 
and  .power  to  maintain  it.  Reljii^  on  the  palr»t- 
iam  of  the  nation,  and  cnofiduntly  tmsting  Btit  Ike 
Lord  of  Hosts  will  go  with  ns  to  battle  in  the  right- 
eous   cause,   and    crewn  our  effort*  with  sacea^ 


On  motion  of  Ur.  IbtOHSLL,  the  ioan  wen 
then  cloeed,  and  tbe  Hoosa  sat  with  doon 
(josed  the  remainder  of  the  day's  sittins. 

A  motitm  was  then  made  l^  Mr.  Kasmuh 
that  the  prooeedings  ap<m  the  said  Mawago  </ 
tbe  Presideot  be  had  and  condiiet«d  with  ope> 
doora;  and  the  qneatioD  therecm  b«iig  tako^ 
it  was  determined  in  t^  nega^Te — jeM  iS, 
nays  77. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oaihoch,  the  aaid  rgiort 
iraa  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

J)edaralu>n  of  War, 

On  a  motion  made,  and  leave  given,  Mr.  Cil- 
HouB,  from  the  same  committee,  presented  a 
bill  declaring  war  between  Great  Britain  tod 
her  depeodeDciea  and  the  irnlt«d  StaUa  sad 
their  territories;  which  was  read  the  firtf 
time;  and  oppowUon  being  made  thereto  ky 
Mr.  RaNDOLPK,  the  question  was  taken  in  the 
form  preeoribed  by  the  mles  and  orders  <rf  tb* 
Honse,  to  wit:  "Shall  the  bill  be  r^jeotedr 
And  determined  in  the   negative— yeas,  U, 

The  bin  was  then  read  the  second  time,  aod 
committed  to  a  Oommittee  tf  die  711016  to- 

__ie  Eonae  resolved  itself  into  a  CcHumittM 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  said  bQl ;  and,  itui 
some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  rteaati 
the  Ohair,  and  Mr.  Bassett  reported  that  tlM 
oommittee  had  bad  the  said  bill  under  oc    ''~~ 
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tion,  uid  mads  Bome  progreM  therein,  and  had 
^ractod  hint  to  aak  teav«  to  Bit  again. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committw  of  the  whole 
House  have  leave  to  tat  acaiD  on  the  Mud  bilL 

And  then  iho  HooM  ajjonmed  until  to-mor- 
row mornlDg  eleven  o'clock. 

Teitbssat,  Jnite  4. 

A  motion  was  made  bj  Ifr.  UiuroB  that  the 
doon  of  the  HoDse  be  now  opened;  and  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

The  EonBe  then  resolred  itself  iato  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill  declaring 
"War  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Dependen- 
ces and  tlie  United  States  and  their  Territories ; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Speaker 
reeiuned  the  chair,  and  ICr.  BAaarrr  reported 
that  the  ooDUDittee  had  had  the  said  bill  under 
GODsidenition,  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

A  motion  was  t^en  made  by  Ur.  Quraor  to 
amend  the  Baid  bill,  bf  adding  thereto  a  new 
aection,  as  follows : 


n  coueerninB  tha  oommereial  Istenxnme  be- 
tween tha  Uoited  Stiloi  and  Great  Brlt^D  and 
France  and  tbiur  dap«nd«naiei,  and  fm  otber  pni- 
pote*,'  pasted  ^"i  &it  daj  of  Haj,  one  thonund 
eight  hmidnd  and  tea ;  and,  also,  tLe  act,  entitled 
'  Ad  act  aipptementaij  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
caoMiTung  the  eommuctal  inCaraoana  between  the 
Doited  StatM  aod  Great  Britaia  and  Fraooe  and 
their  dapaDdaacIes,  and  Ibr  other  pnipoesi,"'  pasnd 
the  second  iij  of  Maich,  ODS  tbooiand  eight  hundred 
mud  ekren;  and,  aljo,  the  ut,  entitled  'In  uJt  imj- 
Ing  an  embuvo  on  all  ship!  and  vessels  In  the  poits 
and  baibon  of  the  United  States  for  a  limtlad  time,' 
pasaed  the  fbnith  daj  of  April,  one  thonsand  eight 
hmidred  and  twelve,  be,  end  the  same  heiebf  it, 

A  motion  waa  therenpon  made  bj  Mr.  'Sxl- 
eoK,  that  the  bill  and  the  proposed  amendment 
bo  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 

And  the  qneation  tltereon  being  taken.  It  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

The  qoestioa  wag  then  takra  on  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Qcmor ;  and  determined 
in  the  negative — jeaa  4S,  najs  62. 

So  other  amendment  being  proposed  to  Q19 
said  bill,  the  question  was  tuen  that  it  be  en- 
groaaed,  and  read  the  third  time ;  and  passed  in 
the  affirmative— jeaa  7S,  naja  4G,  as  follows ; 

YuB.— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Wmiam  Andema,  Ste- 
vanaon  Archer,  Devid  Bud,  Barwell  Bassett,  William 
W.  Bibb,  WUUam  Blaokledg^  Robert  Brown,  William 
A.  Bniwdl,  WOUam  Bntler,  John  C.  Calhoon,  Fna- 
cia  Carr,  Langdon  Cbere*,  Jamas  Cacbrao,  John 
Cloptoo,  I,awis  Coadiet,  William  Ciawfiud,  Bogar 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samnel  Din»- 
moor,  Elias  Earle,  William  Flndlsy,  James  Hik, 
Thamas  Gholson,  Peunon  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L. 
Qreen,  Felix  Gmndj,  Balling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John 
A  Harper,  Aylett  Haveij  John  M.  Hjaeman,  Riohud 


laoock,  Joa^  t-iAnc,  Peter  little,  V 


Aaron  Lyie,  Katbiniel  Hacon,  Thomas  Hoore^ 
William  McCoy,  Samnel  McKee,  Alexaader  MoEIm, 
Samuel  h.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, Hogb  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newtoa, 
Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Fiokeos,  William  Piper, 
James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamia  Pond,  William  M. 
Richardsoo,  Samnel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roans,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Ebeae«r 
Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Sbaw, 
G«oigB  Smith,  John  Smithy  William  Strong,  J<^ 
TaliafeiTD,  Geoiga  M.  Tmup,  Charles  Tamer,  jr., 
Robert  WhitehiU,  David  R.  WilBams,  William  Wid- 
gery,  Robert  Wright,  and  Etiehard  Wynn, 

Nats John  Baker,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Harmanas 

Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckeniidge,  Et^ali 
Brigham,  Spaphroditns  Chaminon,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William 
Ely,  James  Emott,  Aia  Filch,  Thomas  R  Gold, 
Charles  GoIdsboroDgh,  Jacob  Hitfty,  Richard  Jack- 
ion,  jr^  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
George  C.  UaiweU.  Archibald  McBiyde,  Amnah 
Metoair,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Mgsely,  Thomas 
Newton,  JoKiph  Peamm,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.  Elisha 
R.  Potter,  JoDah  Qnincy,  John  Randolph,  William 
Ree^  Henry  Sidgely,  William  Rodman,  Richard 
Stanford,  Philip  Scnart,  Lewis  B.  Stmses,  Georae 
SolliTim,  Samnel  Taggait,  Benjamin  T^imadge,  llri 
Tracy,  Rerre  Van  CortUndt,  jr.,  taban  Wheatoo, 
Lemiard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Ordtrtd,  That  the  aaid  bill  be  read  the  third 
Ume  to-day. 

The  lud  bill  was  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  accordingly,  and  the  qneetion  stated 
that  tbe  same  do  pasa :  Wherenpon,  a  motjou 
was  mode  hj  Mr.  Bahdolph,  that  the  farther 
oonnderation  of  the  aaid  bill  be  postponed  until 
the  first  Monday  in  October  next;  and  the 
question  thereon  being  taken,  it  wasdetermined 
in  the  native— yeas  42,  nays  81. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Ur.  Stow,  that 
the  &rther  coD^doration  of  the  said  bill  be  post- 
poned nntil  to-morrow ;  and  the  qnestion  there- 
on being  taken,  it  was  determined  in  tbe  iMfs»- 
tive — yeas  48,  nays  78. 

then  made  by  l[r.  QoLDsBOB- 


in  the  negative— yeas  48,  nays  8! 

The  question  was  then  token,  that  the  said 
bill  do  paae ;  and  resolved  in  tbe  offlnnative— 
yeoB  70,  nays  4B,  as  follows : 

Taia.— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderaon,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  David  Bard,  Barwell 
Bassett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  WiUUm  Blackledga, 
Robert  Brown,  WillUm  A  Bmwell,  William  Butler, 
John  C.  Calhoon,  Frandi  Carr,  Langdon  Cbeves, 
James  Cochran,  John  Cloptoo,  Lewis  Condict,  Wil- 
liam Crawford.  Boger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
Desha,  Samnel  Dlnsmoor,  Elias  Earie,  William  Fmd- 
lay,  James  flsk,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peiartoa  Good wyn, 
Isaiah  L.  Qreen,  Felix  Gniody,  Bolliag  Hall,  Obed 
Hall,  36bii  A  Harper,  Aylett  Hnwes,  John  M.  Hyna- 


WiUiam   Lowndes,  Aaron    Lyle, _._  . 

Thomas  Moore,   WlUiam    HoCoy,  Samuel  MoKaa, 
Alexander  McKim,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 

Hi^  Nelson,  Anthot^  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Sta- 
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than  Ormabj,  Isnci  Pioken^  Williun  Rper,  Juna 
IcHBnU,  jr,  BenjamiD  Pond,  WiUiun  H.  lUcIttrd- 
■OD,  SvudbI  Bioggold,  John  RlwK,  John  Roam, 
J<m>thui  Koberta7E'>*»*<™  ^'P''  ^^''"''"*'''  ScvnT, 
John  Snier,  Ailun  Scjbert,  SmdmI  Slaw,  JtAn 
Smilie,  a«Ofge  Smith,  John  Sm!^  miiam  Strang, 
John  TalU&rnt  0«ccga  1£  TinDp,  Chula  Tnilier,  JT^ 
Botxrt  WhitehiO,  David  R.  WUlumi,  William  Widg- 
STj,  Rabat  Wright,  and  Richard  Wynn, 

Nati.— Jidin  Bakar,  Joibb  Bwtlett,  HatmaBiM 
BkeAor,  Adam  BOTd,  Jamea  BnckoiridgB,  Elijah 
Btigham,  EpajArDdltu  ChampioD,  Martin  duttan- 
dan,  Thomai  B.  Cooke,  John  Damqxvt,  jr.,  William 
EIj,  Janua  EmoH,  A  M  Fitch,  Tbonua  IL  OoM,  Chu, 
GoldaboTon^  Jacob  Hnft7,  Richud  Jacksm,  jr., 
PEiilip  B.  Sej,  Lyman  Law,  Joaeph  Lawia,  jr., 
Geoiga  C.  Huwell,  AicMbald  UcBiyde,  Amnah 
"  '  -"   ' — V  Hilncr,  SuTtDsl  L.  Hitchill,  Jodathan 


J<^  Randolph,  WilUut  R«od,  HennH.  I%elj, 
William  Rodman,  Thomaa  Sammom,  Kohard  Stan- 
fbrd,  FMlip  Stout,  SOaa  Stow,  Lawii  B.  Storw 
Geiage  SolliTan,  Sssiael  Tag^tt,  Betgamin  "nll- 
madge,  Feleg  TaUman,  Uri  TisCf,  ¥vtm  Van  Cott- 
landt,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Lentanl  White,  and 
Tliomai  Wilaoii. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be,  "AaBotdef^aring 
Wir  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Dependen- 
dee,  and  the  United  States  and  their  Terri- 

ilt,  tticas  and  Ur.  Fikdlat  were  appointed 
a  oomoiittee  to  cany  the  Inll  entitled  "An  act 
declaring  War  betweenGreat  Britain  and  ber 
Dependeocie«,  and  the  United  State*  and  their 
Territories,"  to  the  Senate,  and  to  infcHTn  them 
that  the  House  of  Representalivefl  have  paieed 
the  same,  in  confidence,  and  to  request  their 
ooDcorrenoe  therein. 

THUxanAT,  Jnne  18. 
BiU  Dtelaring  War. 

A  confideotial  menage  was  recdred  fircon  the 
Senate,  b;  a  committee  of  that  body  a^^inted 
for  the  pmT>OBe,  consisting  of  Kr.  Ajo>eebos 
and  Mr.  Vjibnum,  notifying  the  Eonse  tliat  the 
Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
declaring  War  betveen  Great  Britain  and  her 
Dependencies,  and  the  nait«d  States  and  th^ 
Territories,"  with  amendmenta ;  in  which  thej 
desire  the  cononrrenoe  of  the  Bodm. 

The  House  proceeded  t^)  consider  the  said 
amendments ;  when  a  motion  was  made  bj  Ur. 
Sbktfst,  that  the  aaid  bill  and  amendmenta  be 
postponed  indeflnitelj. 

A  motion  was  then  made  b^  l£r.  Uiuior, 
that  the  said  bill  and  amendmentj  do  lie  on  the 
table;  and  the  qnestion  thereon  being  taken,  it 
paased  in  the  affirmative— yeaa  71,  naj's  46. 

The  Honae  resomed  the  consderatiou  d  the 
amendmenta  of  the  Senate  to  the  aforesaid  bill ; 
when  the  qnestion  reonrred  on  the  motion  of 
Ur.  Shzftit,  and,  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — jeas  44,  nays  66,  as 
follows  : 

Taia — John  Baker,  Abijah  Kgelow,  HaRnanoi 


Bleaeker,  Jama*  BiaekeoiHga,  Elyah BiI^mb,^ 


iau  rav,  J 
l,CI>a^G 


Emott,  Am  FItiA,  Tboaaa  R.  Gold,  C 
bolra^  Edwin  Qnj,  Jacok  Hnftf,  Richard  Ja^ 
aoo,  jr.,  Phi]ipB.Kc7,  XjiaaaLaw,  JoamhLawia^ 
Archibald  lleBiTde,  Jeawa  MUdw,  JimMO^  0. 
Moal/,  Joi^  Peanon,  Hmothj  ntkin,  Jr.,  EEda 
R  Potter,  Jodah  Qidni^,  John  Raado^di,  WISaa 
-  ■  "  "  ""  'riWnOam  BodaiaB,Da^ 
I,  ntiBp  SiMit,  SOai  SlOT, 


i.  Stone^  *^""^  Snilivan,  SamaBl  Tag^^ 
nommin  TaUmadge,  Uri  Tzacv,  PJon  Van  Ctrt- 
landt,  Jr.,   Laban    Wheaton,   Leonard  WUlc,  mi 

Thomai  Wilvu.  

Nats.— wmi*  AlaUn,  jr.,  WUHam  AnAeniB,  Sb- 
nocm  Arofaer,  Danlal  Aveir,  Dand  Bmd,  Jamk 
Baitlett,  Boiwell  Baant^  wiUlam  W.  Kbb,  Wtl&m 
Bladladge,  Adam  Bc^d,  Robaat  Bnwn,  WHH^  A 
Bvw^  William  BntlaK  John  a  CaOnan,  PnKii 
Can,  Laagdeo  Charei,  Jamea  Cocbno,  J«^  Oaf- 
tMH  LawkCoodlet,  WiUiam  Cnwfiird,  Richard  Ct», 
Rogar  DavU,  John  Dawioi,  Joaeph  Dedia,  Saaad 
Dhnaoor,  EUaa  Eaile,  WHHam  Ilndlar,  JamM  Fi«, 
Maihai^  nankQn,  Thoanai  Gholaon,  Peteiaofl  Good- 
wvn,  Imiah  L.  Graen,  Fdlx  Grmjr,  Bomia  Hil^ 
mod  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  AjVM  Hawea,  Abn  )L 
HTneman,  Bichaid  M.  Johnion,  Joae^  Kan^  Wit- 
Kam  R  Dng,  Aboar  LacodC,  Joaeph  Leferre,  Petv 
Little,  WIBam  Lowndea,  Aaron  LtK  Nathaniel  Hi- 
con,  Gewge  C.  Maxwdl,  Thonuu  Moon,  WHEsB 
MeCoT,  Sanmal  McXaa,  Alezandn-  McKIm,  Am^ 
MatBUf^  Jamea  Hoigan,  Jeremiah  Iforrow,  Ho^ 
Nebon,  Anthom  K«w,  Thomaa  Kewton,  StnAa 
OimitiT,  land  Kokeo*,  William  Pqnr,  Jamea  Fka- 
Maila,jr.,  BeigalDin  Pond,  WtlHam  H.  Ridianbon, 
Samnel  RutmU,  John  Rban,  John  Route,  Nathold 
Robert^  EbaneKT  Sage,  Ebeneasr  Seaver,  Jdn 
Sevier,  Adam  Sajbert,  Sunoel  Sbaw.  John  SmQi^ 
Geoiga  Smith,  John  Smith,  Wm.  Strong,  Jcim  TiHa- 
ftiTO,  Oecne  M.  Troop,  Chufei  Turner,  Jr.,  Bobnt 
WhltehDl,  David  R.  WUUauii,  WQIiam  Wiigerj, 
Robert  Wright,  and  Bichatd  Wynn. 

A  motion  vraa  made  bj  Ur.  Runtorre,  Ihtf 
the  nid  bill  and  amendments  be  poatpMicd  na- 
dl  the  first  Uonday  in  October  n  '  •  ■■>- 
qnesdon  thereon  being  taken,  it  n 
in  the  negaitive — yeas  49,  najs  80. 

A  motion  was  then  niade  by  Mr.  RAintaiM 
tltat  the  said  bill  and  amendments  be  pos^oaea 
until  the  Snt  Moniay  in  Jnlr  nezL  And  th* 
qnestion  theiwm  being  taken,  It  wm  determined 
in  the  negative— yeas  01,  naja  79, 

The  said  amendmeote  were  then  coneomd  in 
hj  the  Honae.  And  Mr.  Hacob  and  Mr.  Fom- 
I.1T  were  uipoiuted  a  oommittee  to  inform  ths 
Senat«  of  the  ooncorrance  of  the  Hoow  in  th* 
said  amendments. 

Mr.  CK1.WT0BII,  fh>m  the  Joint  Committet 
for  EoroUed  Bilk,  reported  that  the  oocnmittn 
had  examined  the  said  bill,  and  had  fonnd  tba 
aame  to  be  truly  enrolled ;  when  the  Speak* 
signed  the  aaid  bill,  and  the  Oommittee  of  £b- 
n^lment  were  ordered  to  take  it  to  the  Senate 
for  the  flignatnre  of  their  PresidenL 

Sbortl  J  after,  Mr.  Orawtokd,  from  the  saoM 
committee,  reported  that  the  committee  had 
presented  the  said  bin  to  the  Prwident  of  the 
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United  8ttl«^  for  hi*  approbatioo,  and  that 
th«7  wen  inatrnoted  hj  the  Preddent  to  infbrm 
tb«  two  HoiuM  that  hQ  had  approved  and 
■igned  the  ume. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Ci.lhoiix,  the  injonDtion 
of  BOCrecy  waa  removed  from  so  ranch  of  the 
journals  as  relate*  to  the  Frestdent'e  Meaaage  of 
the  1st  inetant,  with  the  proceedioga  thereon. 
And  then  the  Honae  a^onmed  nntif  to-morrow 
mocnbig^  11  o'dook. 

Fboat,  Jane  19, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tbohf, 

Eetahed,  That  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred  ao  mnch  of  the  Preaident's  Mewage,  at 
the  conunenoenient  of  the  aearion,  aa  relate*  to 
the  Spaoiah  American  coloniea,  be  inatraoted  to 
Inquire  into  tlte  eipedknoy  of  aathorldng  the 
Frendrait  of  the  United  Statea  to  oconpy  East 
and  Teat  Florida  withont  delaf. 

And  then  the  doora  were  opened. 

MoHDAT,  Jone  SS. 
On  motion  made,  and  leave  given,  Ifr. 
MiTOHiLL,  fhxn  the  committee  appointed  on 
that  part  of  the  Preeideut'a  Messflige,  at  the 
ooDuneneement  of  the  aeadon,  whioh  relatea  to 
^Mnlah  American  coloniea,  presented  a  hill 
anthmiaing  the  Preriflent  of  the  United  Btate* 


to  take  poaaearion  of  a  tract  of  oonntrj  lying 
aoDth  of  the  Uivdsrippi  Territory,  of  the  StaW 
Georgia,  and  for  otner  pnrposes ;  which  waa 
read  the  flrat  time,  when  a  qneetion  wu 
taken  whether  the  anljeot  matter  of  the  aaid 
bill  required  aecreoj ;  and  passed  in  the  afflrm- 
Btjre — yeaa  71,  naya  44. 

The  a^  biQ  waa  then  read  the  aecond  time, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-morrow ;  and  the  doora  were  then  opened. 


THinsDA.T,  Jane  2E!. 

"Hm  Honae  reeolved  itaelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  anthoriring  the  Pred- 
dent to  take  poaacarion  of  a  tract  of  ooantry 
blng  HMitb  of  the  Hiadadppt  Territory,  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  for  other  pnipoaea ;  "  ' 
aftw  motat  time  apent  thw<in,  the  Speeke 
aamed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Lnns  reported  that 
the  committee  bad  had  the  aaid  IhII  under 
aider»tk 
which  b 

aoa , ,j 

e  qneetion  waa  then  taken  that  the 
■ud  MD  be  engroaaed,  and  read  the  third  time; 
and  naaaed  in  tiie  affirmative — yeas  70,  naya  48, 
ufbllowa: 

TuA— Viniam  Andanon,  Stamuon  Archer,  Bnr- 
«dl  BaMCtt,  WOUam  W.  Bibb,  WiJliam  Blackladge, 
Bnbait  Blown,  William  Bailer,  Jidm  C.  Calboim, 
FnmoU  Can,  Uattbew  Clay,  Jamea  Coohmi,  Jolm 


Samml  Diimioor,  Wniian  IindUy,  Junaa  Fiik, 
Hedkai^  Fnnklin,  Tbomai  Gbolm,  Pvteraoa  Good- 
wyn,  Iiaiah  L.  Green,  Falix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall, 
Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Hiuwr,  John  M.  Hyueman, 
Richard  M.  JohnsoD,  Joaepb  Sent,.  William  R.  King, 


HeCoiy,  Alexander  McKJio,  Samad  L.  '. 
Jamee  Moi^iui,  Jemmieh  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelmn, 
Anthony  New,  Thomu  Newton,  Stephaa  Onnibj, 
Itrael  Piokana,  WHllam  Piper,  Samuel  SloggoU, 
Jdin  Rhem,  JidiD  RouM,  JoDBthan  Roberta,  Ebeneier 
Sue,  Ebensur  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Samae)  Shaw, 
J<^  ^ilie,  Oaom  Smidi,  John  Smi^  WilUam 
Strong,  John  TaUaierro,  Qeorge  H.  Troup,  Chaitei 
Tomer,  W,,  Robert  WUtohlll,  David  B.  WiHIana, 
William  Widgan,  and  Bohart  Wright. 

NAva. — EwUal  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Abijah  Bin- 
low,  Hamantu  Bleaoker,  JameaBreckenri^^  Et^ah 


Bri^wm,  WiDlMn  A.  Burwril,  EpaphroditQa  Cbaup- 
pion,  Langdon  Chavea,  Martin  ChlttaodeD,  Tbomaa 
B.  Ceoke,  John  Davenport,  Jr.,  William  Ely,  JamM 
Emott,  Aaa  Pitch,  Thomai  R.  Q<M,  Charlea  GoMa- 


boroof^  Edwin  Gray,  J^latt  Hawei,  Jacob  Hnlty, 
Richard  Jaokaoo,  jr.,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law, 
Joaapb    Lawia,  jr.,   William    Lowndea,    ArdiibaU 


McBryde,  Ja*.  JUbior,  Jooatban  O.  Hoeely,  Joseph 
Peanoo,  "nmotby  Pitkin  jr.,  Jame)  PleaamC^^., 
Dldka  &.  Potter,  Joiiah  Qnini?,  John  Baodolt^ 
WnUun  H.  Blobaidaon,  Haniy  M.  Kdgely,  William 
Hodman,  TlHanaa  Sammuu,  Adam  Seyber^  Daniel 
Shaflby,  Kohard  SUolbid,  Philip  Stuart,  Lema  B. 
Stnrgea,  Samnel  Taggart,  IMerra  Van  CtrtlBad^r., 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  WhHe,  and  Thomaa  VfU- 

OriUred,  That  the  laid  bill  be  read  the  third 
time  to-day. 

The  aud  biQ  waa  engroraed,  and  read  the 
third  time  acoordingi;:  When  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Ridozlt,  that  the  aame  be  poat- 

Kned  until  Ifond^  next;   and  the  question 
ing  taken,  it  waa  determined  in  the  negative. 
The  qneation  waa  then  taken  that  the  aaid 
bill  do  paaa ;  and  resolved  in  the  afBrmatire. 

Ordtrtd,  That  the  titie  be,  "  An  act  anthoriz- 
ing  thePrendentto  takepoaaeesionof  a  tract  of 
country  lying  aonth  of  the  Misuseippi  Territory 
and  of  the  State  of  Geoigia,  and  for  other  pnr- 

Mr,  UrrcHnx  and  Ur.  TBOin>  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  carry  the  *«d  UU  to  the  Senatei 
and  infiM'm  them  that  thia  Honae  have  paaeed 
the  same,  in  confidence,  and  request  their  oon- 
cnrrenoe  therein;  and  the  doora  were  then 
opened. 


FaiDAT,  June  S6. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  BAin>oLPH,  that 
the  itfinnction  of  aeorecy  imposed  by  this  HoDae- 
on  the  bill,  entitied  "An  act  anthoriziDg  the- 
Preddent  to  take  poaseasion  of  atract  of  ooontry 
lying  south  of  the  Mlaaiadppi  Territory  and  of' 
the  State  of  Oeoifia,  and  for  other  pnrpoaee,'" 
together  with  the  u^Jnnotitni  of  secreoy  Impoeedi 
nnm  the  prooeedings  of  the  aiud  bill,  be  taken 
off;  and,  on  the  question  that  the  Honae  do 
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DOW  proceed  to  tbe  oonBiderUion  of  tbe  said 
motion,  it  wu  determiDed  In  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  bj  Ur.  RrootLT, 
that  the  HoQM  do  come  to  tha  fbllowiug  reeo- 

JUtaiBtJ,  That  tha  Prt^ant  of  the  United  StatM 
ba  reqoaMad,  if^  In  hii  opinkm,  it  be  compatilile  nith 
the  puVliD  islerMt,  to  lar  befbra  tUi  HonM,  confl- 
d«itiall7  or  othfTwiM,  tUI  infbnnatiou  of  dl  ths 
pnxwedingi  ibmt  haT«  be«a  liad  nndsr  and  bj  Tlrtna 
of  [he  act  of  Congr— ,  entitled  "  An  act  to  eaabie 
the  Preiideot  of  Uie  United  State*,  nndcr  oertalu 
contiogeDciei,  lo  talca  bombmIou  dT  the  oonntrj  Ijing 
tut  of  the  rinr  Fordido,  and  aonth  of  the  ^ta  of 
Gsor^  and  the  Miaueippi  TeritoiT,  Bad  for  other 
pnipoua;  *  and  alao  cndei  of  all  inatmctboi  that 
maj  hare  tieen  imed  bj  the  EKeootiTe  braneh  of 
Ihli  GoTanmMiit  imdar  the  laid  act 

And  on  the  qaeiti<»i  that  the  Honse  do  now 
proceed  to  the  oonaideration  of  the  uid  reeola- 
tioD,  it  pused  in  the  afflrmative — yeas  78, 
naTflSS. 

The  question  was  tbea  taken  that  the  sud 
reeolatioD  do  pass ;  and  reaolved  in  the  affirma- 
tive—yeas 68,  naya  61, 

WiDNxaniT,  Joly  1. 

Ifr.  RiDOELT,  fh>m  the  committee  appointed, 
on  the  26th  ultimo,  to  preseot  a  resolotion  to 
the  Preadent  of  the  United  Statea,  reported  that 
the  committee  had  performed  that  serrioe,  and 
that  the  President  answered,  that  a  dne  atten- 
tjon  slioold  be  paid  to  the  enbject. 
Oeevpation  iff  Florida. 

A  HeSHge  was  then  receired  from  the  Pr«ai- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  by  llr.  Colee,  his 
Becratary,  who  delivered  In  the  same,  and 
withdrew. 

The  Ueasago  was  read,  and  ia  as  follows ; 

n  O*  Son*  of  Rtfnmt^tm  nf  Ou  Umitd  Btaltt  i 
In  oompliance  with  the  teeolatioD  of  the  Eouae  of 
Repraaanlativet,  of  the  tweun-axth  of  Jnne,  I  trans- 
mit the  infonnatiotLOcmtaiDedin  the  doawnantt  hara- 
irith  encloHid.  JAMES  MADISON. 

JDLT  1,  1S12. 

The  said  dooomenta  were  read;  andthedoora 
were  then  opened. 

[The  following  lettera,  forming  a  part  of  the 
docoments  aoeompaOTing  the  alxtve  MeaMoe  of 
the  Preddent  of  the  United  States,  were  ordered 
to  be  pnUiahed  by  the  Hooae  on  the  6th  instant  ] 

fVoalAg  Stertlan  ^  3taU  to  OmmU  Gt«t3t  Mat- 
Hewt  aid  Oalomtl  Jiia  J/cKm,  dbteif 

DiFASTimiT  or  Stats, 

Jimaary  26,  1611. 
The  PreaidcDt  of  the  United  Statea  haring  ap- 
pointed you,  jointly  and  ioTarally,  ConuDunraen  for 
cartjlng  into  «Kct  certain  proTioons  cX  an  act  of 
Coagnu  (a  copy  ol  wbich  u  eiM:lo*ed)  lelative  to 
the  poition  of  the  Floridai  lituated  to  tha  eaat  of  the 
Perdido,  yon  will  r^air  to  that  quuter  with  all  poi- 
Bble  aipadition,  eonoealing  baa  Ktneral  obaerTUian 
the  tnut  committed  to  yoo,  with  3iat  diinetion  wieh 
which  the  delicacy  and  Imprntanee  of  tiM  Batetak- 
jsg  jcqnira. 


fFtorHa. 

Sboold  yon  find  Oovenior  Folch,  nc  tht  lial 
authority  eiUting  then,  fDclioed  to  mcTandM',  in  >■ 
amicable  manner,  the  pomwion  of  tba  nmiuidif 
portioa  or  portiona  of  Wart  Florida  now  h«ld  bj  )m 
in  tha  name  of  d»  Spanirii  Monarehy,  yon  m  tg 
Booapt,  in  behalf  ct  Ow  Uaited  Statea,  Iha  ilttelin 
of  hi),  or  of  the  other  eiittiiig  aathon^,  t^  i» 
jariadietioa  of  tha  ccoDlry  over  whidi  it  nttak 
And,  (boold  a  it^ialation  be  intjited  on  tdrten- 
deliveiy  of  the  ooimtiy,  at  a  fbboia  period,  jraa  a^ 


"nrs 


debt!  dearly  dna  from  the  ^wniih  Gvfai- 
to  the  people  of  the  Tecrihny,  mrendend. »;, 
if  inaiated  on,  be  "»■■"*■<  withhi  imwuliii  Sab, 
and  nodar  ipeeiSed  deicriptioDa,  to  be  aetlMlBt. 
aller  aa  a  claim  againtf  Spain  in  an  a^jnibDBt  J 
onr  a&in  with  bar.  Ton  may  alio  gnatanlai,  a 
the  name  of  tba  United  Statea,  the  oonfiimitka  rf 
all  BBch  titlea  to  land  u  an  oleaily  maeHaiti  I7 
Spenlih  law* ;  and  Spaniih  civil  fonctianarita,  vhn 
BO  apeoial  reaaona  may  raqoiie  changea,  are  to  h 
pennittad  to  remain  in  offica,  witb  tha  amraa  4 
a  conliiraalion  of  the  prevailing  lawi,  wiA  mi 
altentjona  only  aa  may  be  neoeeaarily  reqairad  Klh 
new  dtnatioo  at  tba  ooontiy. 

If  it  •honld  b«  required,  and  ba  fbond  an  hit. 
yon  may  agree  to  advaDOe,  aa  abovc^  a  1  mmaMi 
anm  for  tiw  tnnqiottalioo  of  the  Spaiddi  tnH(a 

Theaa  diiactiona  an  adapted  to  one  ff  iba  oa- 
tjngenciei  ipeeified  in  tha  act  of  Co<%n«,  Hindi, 
the  amicable  •nrrcDder  pf  the  pocaeaaion  of  iht  TsD- 
toiy  by  tlie  local  rnUng  antborily.  Bat,  dKnld  ih 
anBiwemflDl  oonlonplated  by  thentatiite,  DM  be  mfe 
and  £oold  then  be  roraa  to  entertain  a  tnqMiarf 
an  exiaUng  deilgn  in  any  foreign  power  to  wnR 
A»  oomitiy  In  qneitioa,  you  are  to  keep  yoonriiM 
on  the  alert,  and  on  the  Bnt  nndonbtad  nuaibti- 
ti(m  of  the  ^>proach  of  a  force  for  that  piin><»i  J** 
will  exereiae  with  promptnea*  and  vigor,  IIb  pa>e> 
with  which  yon  an  ioTeated  by  tbe  Ffendnt  tt  p- 
ooenpy  by  force,  the  Territtay,  to  tfic  aniin  axcUN 
of  any  armamant  that  may  be  advancing  to  tilt 
poaaeaalon  of  it.  In  thii  event  you  wilt  eiMtw  1 
•oond  discntion  in  i^iplying  the  oowen  j^nn  rid 
reipect  to  debta,  tillei  to  land,  cinl  officeni  aid  ih 


oommit  the  Government  on  no  point  fi 
nu^  be  moeaiaiT.  And  ahaald  any  Spiaidi  miUta 
foroe  remain  witbin  tbe  conotry,  after  the  occipaB 
by  the  tnmpt  of  tbe  United  Stales,  yoo  may,  lam 
caae,  aid  in  then  removal  &om  the  ■ 

T  

Unil 


minda  of  oniuformed  individuali,  who  may  ealatf 
Aan  on  that  bead. 

Tbe  ooodnot  yon  an  to  porsne  ia  r^aidtoEaa 
Florida,  mnat  be  i^nlatad  by  Uw  dietataa  Jj^ 
own  jodgmanta,  on  a  doea  view  and  aoosnta  ki»*l- 
edge  at  tbe  pvdae  itate  cf  things  then,  lod  i'  ^ 
reS  diipodtion  of  the  Spani^  Goveinnieot,  >lnj< 
recurring  to  the  preaont  iiutructiou  aa  ths  parumai* 
role  of  yonr  pmceedingi.  Shonld  you  diacom  ■• 
InclinatiaD  in  the  Governor  of  Eaat  I'icrida,  v  ia  i^ 
exiating  local  aatbori^r,  amicably  to  annnider  M 
province  into  the  poaaeuion  of  the  United  SlM<a 
yon  are  to  accept  it  on  the  aame  temi  Oat  an  pa- 
acribed  by  thaaa  inatntctiom  in  nlalion  to  T# 
Florida.  And,  in  caae  of  Ae  actoal  appearan* 
any  attai^  to  lake  paaaeadan  by  a  ftt^  f" 
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•jam  will  panm  the  nme  dhc6n  miuam  for  ths 
Kcopalion  of  tlw  Turilorir,  uid  for  the  eicloaau  at 
fttdgD  foroe,  ai  }roQ  we  dii«oted  to  punne  with  n- 
■{leet  to  the  coimtijr  eut  of  ^  FsrdJdo,  forming. 
It  thii  time,  the  extent  of  Oovemor  Folch'i  jnriidto- 

If  7011  ihoiild  trader  then  Imtracdoai,  obtain  poB- 
wiBon  of  Mobile,  yon  will  Ion  no  time  Ih  infbrming 
GoTcmaT  CluboiTw  thereof,  wldl  ■  nqiett  that  he 
win,  without  dclaf,  take  the  neceeiaij  itepa  for  llw 
oocnpatuMi  of  the  mtia. 

AH  oidnauee  and  mOitaiy  atorea  that  maj  be 
feond  in  the  Territory  mnit  be  heM  ■•  lbs  pnmerty 
of  the  Spaiuah  GorarnmeDt,  to  be  aeooonted  tOi 
beteaftei  to  the  proper  andMri^;  and  700  irlU  not 
M  to  tmumtt  ta  inTHitoi7  thraeof  to  this  Dep«rt- 

If,  in  the  azeciitton  of  am  part  of  theae  iuatnio- 
timu,  70a  ihonld  need  the  aid  of^  militaiy  foice,  die 
Mm«  will  be  afiordsd  joa  upon  joac  application  to 
the  DODimandiDg  cAoer  of  the  tioopt  of  the  United 
State)  on  that  nation,  or  to  the  commanding  offioer 
sf  dN  neanat  poM^  in  Tirtae  it  ordei*  wbrah  luiTe 
been  iimad  from  the  War  DcpartmeDt.  And,  incan 
joa  dtoold  monoTer  need  naval  aanitaDoe,  JOD  will 
leccJTa  Hut  ntat  vigna  joat  a^iUoMioa  to  the  nava] 
'    rdati  from  the  NaTj 


Di^aitinent. 

FpoiafteTi 


le  Treaniy  Department  wiH  be  ivaed  the 
*  utrnotiooi  in  TolatloD  to  impoati  and 
<lat>ea,  and  to  the  Blave  ihipt  whon  arrival  ii  appie- 
bended. 

The  Preddent,  relTing  upon  jonr  diacretion, 
BnthoiiaeTOn  to  diaw  upon  the  CoQactnri  of  OrUani 
ud  Savannah  for  inch  annu  as  may  bo  neceamy  to 
ittnjiiig  unavoidable  eipenwa  that  may  be  incnrred 
in  the  eiecntion  of  these  iDatructions,  not  eiceedinff, 
in  yonr  drailfl  on  New  Orleone,  eight  thoneiind  dol- 
Un,  end  in  yooi  drafti  on  SaTannob  two  thooiaad 
dollan,  withont  fiirtherauChority;  of  which  eipenaee 
yon  win  heraai^r  exhibit  a  detailed  acoonn^  doly 
npported  bj  ratUTactory  vonchen. 

Posiscbht. — If  Goremor  Folch  ihonld  nneipeot- 
cdly  reqoire  and  pertinacioniljr  inijrt  that  the  atipn- 
lation  for  the  re-deliTery  of  the  territory  thonld  ain 
ieclnde  that  portion  of  the  conntiy  which  i>  atnated 
wett  of  the  river  Perdido,  yon  are,  in  yielding  to 
nch  demand,  only  to  nn  general  wvrd*  that  may  by 
Ea]dication  oompceband  that  portion  of  the  country  j 
but,  at  tbe  eame  time,  jon  are  eipnaJy  to  proride, 
that  nioh  attsiilatioo  ihall  not,  in  any  way,  impair  01 
aflcflt  the   nf^  or  title  of  the  United  Slatea  to  the 


]%i  Sterttaiy  ^  atale  to  Gtatni  Mottk&ti: 
DwrAxnaxx  ow  Stats,  JprU  4,  ISIS. 

Sib, — I  have  had  the  honor  to  receire  yonr  letter 
of  the  fourteenth  of  March,  and  have  now  to  com- 
mtinicate  to  yon  the  nntimenta  of  the  Pieadent,  on 
the  Tery  intereitiDg  tubject  to  which  it  retatei. 

I  am  aony  to  han  to  itate  that  the  menmrei 
which  yon  appear  to  have  adopted  for  obtolniin  poa- 
Muion  of  ^elin  laUod,  and  othor  parts  of  Eaat 
Fkimla,  an  not  aothoilied  by  the  law  of  the  United 
Slatei,  or  the  inatmalioDi  founded  on  It,  tmdai  which 
yon  have  aqted. 

Yon  were  anthorited  by  the  Inir,  a  copy  nf  which  - 
was  oommimioated  to  yon,  and  bj  yonr  instmctioni, 
which  ara  atrictly  oonformabl*  to  it,  lo 


mon  ofEaetFlorida,only  in  can  one  of  the  ibllowing 
coatingeode*  ■hoold  b^pen  :  either  fiiat  the  Gorei- 
noT  or  other  exiiting  local  anthori^  ehotJd  be  dia- 
poted  to  place  it  amicably  in  the  handi  of  the  United 
Statu,  or  that  an  attempt  thonid  be  made  to  take 
of  it  by  a  foreign  power.  Should  the  firat 
'  happen,  it  wonld  follow,  that  the  ar- 
rangement being  amicable,  would  require  no  timx 
on  the  part  of  the  United  Statea  lo  cany  into  et&ct. 
It  WO)  only  In  can  of  an  attempt  to  take  it  by  a 
foreign  power  that  forM  conld  be  neeesnry,  In 
whicb  event  only  were  yon  authoiiiad  to  avail  your- 
•elf  of  it 

In  either  of  then  contingeneiet  waa  it  the  poUej 
of  the  law,  or  pnrpote  al  the  Exeouttra,  to  wreet  tlu 
province  forcibly  from  Spain ;  but  only  to  occnpy  it 
with  a  view  to  prevent  itt  falling  Into  the  handa  of  any 
foreign  power,  and  to  hold  that  pledge,  under  the  ex*- 
ioting  peculiarity  of  the  circnmatancei  t^  the  Spaniah 
Honarehy,  for  a  nutrsRiltin  an  amicable  ntAotlaliou 
vrith^n. 

Had  tlie  United  Stotee  bem  dlqraaed  to  proceed 
othefwia^  that  intention  wonld  have  been  taonifeatsd 
by  a  chuge  of  the  law,  and  miitable  meainm  to 
oany  it  Into  effect  And  a>  it  waa  in  their  power  to 
take  poamilDti  whenever  they  might  think  that  dr- 
cnmttancei  anthcnliad  aikd  nqnited  it,  It  would  be 
mora  to  be  regretted,  if  poaeanon  ihonld  be  ef^ted 
by  any  meana  irregnlar  in  themselvea,  and  inbjectiug 
the  Govennsent  of  the  United  Statea  to  unm<rited 

The  viewa  of  tbe  Ezecn^ve  re^>ect]ng  Eaat  Florida, 
are  itarther  illnaCrated  by  joor  inatrncdona  aa  to 
Weat  Florida.  Although  tbe  United  Statea  have 
thought  that  they  had  a  good  title  to  the  latter  prov- 
ince, they  did  not  take  pometacm  until  after  the 
Spaniah  authority  had  been  lubverted  by  a  lerolo- 
tionary  proceeding,  and  tbe  contingency  of  the 
country  being  thrown  into  fordgn  honda,  bad  forced 
iteelf  into  view.  Nor  did  they  then,  rior  have  thej 
lince,  diiposwaud  the  Spanish  troopa  of  &t  poet 
which  they  oocupied.  If  they  did  not  think  [voper  , 
to  take  poneuion  by  force,  of  a  province  to  wbioh 
they  thanght  they  were  jnatly  entitled.  It  coold  not  ba 
penuned  that  they  ibould  Intend  to  act  diAientiy, 
m  raq)eet  to  one  to  which  they  had  not  cuch  a  claim. 

I  may  odd,  that,  altbongh  due  aennhi] 
'  ''  '    the  iqjnrieairiiidi  wan 
ovemment  in  the  laat  wi 
aitoation  of  Spain  hoa  been  a  motive  for  a  modentte 
and  padflc  policy  tovardj  her. 

In  communicating  to  yon  then  aendmenta  of  the 
Ezecndve  on  the  meanue)  y«n  have  lately  adcpled 
fbr  toldng  poneaaion  of  Eaat  Florida,  I  add,  with 
pleasnre,  that  tlig  atmoat  confidence  ia  Tepoaed  in 
yo«ar  int^rity  and  zeal  to  promote  the  wel&re  <^ 
yonr  conntiy.  To  that  zeal  the  error  into  which  yen 
have  fallen,  1>  impnted.  But,  in  oondderation  of  the 
part  which  yon  have  taken,  which  diAna  ao  emn- 
tially  from  aat  contem|dated  and  anthoriaed  by  tha 
Government,  and  contradict*  M  entlielythe  prindple 
on  which  it  haa  nnifoimly  and  dnoeraly  aMed,  you 
win  be  noaihle  of  the  neceaai^  of  dinonlinuing  the 
eervice  In  which  yon  have  been  employed. 

You  wUl,  therefore,  ctmaider  your  power*  a*  re- 
voked on  the  receipt  of  thia  letter,  "nia  new  dutiea 
to  be  performed  will  be  trantferred  to  the  Goveracr 
of  Georgia,  to  whom  Inatmotion*  will  be  given  on  all 
the  eircumatanoea  to  wMoh  it  may  be  prt^ter,  at  tlic 
preeent  junotore,  to  call  hia  attentkm.    I  an,  Ac, 
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■w  Sun,  AprU  10,  1B19. 

Sim,— Tb«  Pnddent  U  dennnu  </ 

pnblicof  KRir  nrriw^  inaoooMitiof  mocit  , 

tai  of  hi^  tmporMDM  to  th«  United  StMw.  Oi- 
muBitiieti  kIui  riiich  yon  an  in  mbc  dagraa  ao- 
qtuintod,  bat  which  will  be  fall;  ezpUiitad  1^  tlw 
ewhwed  pap«n,  Iutb  made  it  neouatjlft  molt* 
tl»  power*  bsratofinc  oomtnitted  to  Qeoraal  HM- 
tbnra,  Bod  to  eonunit  thein  to  joa.  Tba  Prcddrat 
ia  panoaded  that  700  will  oM  hoitate  to  nndartaka 
*,  tnut  w  Important  to  the  DatiIH^  and  peenliarly  to 
the  State  of  Geomta.  Ha  Ii  Om  man  oonfident  fai 
thij  belief  thm  ae  conddentioa  that  then  new 
dtillea  ma;  be  diichai;ged  without  intetftrii^  as  he 
pi«ramii^  with  dune  S  the  Uatjmi  which  7011  now 
hcdd. 

Bv  the  act  0^  the  fifteenth  of  Janoaij,  one  ihowand 
ei^t  hundred  and  eleron,  joa  will  oburre  that  it 
waa  not  oontemidaled  to  ^e  poMenoo  of  £ut 
Florida,  or  aoj  part  thsiwrf^  nolen  It  shoold  be  nir- 
raoderad  to  tba  United  Statea  amicably  by  the  Got- 
•ruor,  or  othae  local  anthorit;  of  the  pnninae,  at 
•gainet  an  atleaopt    to  take  poopBiao  of  it  b;  a 

wiN  endceed,  eoneapoad  fbD/  with  the  law. 

Bj  tba  docomaita  In  poiwatioo  of  the  QoTom- 
maD^  [t  qipean  Qiat  ndtbar  of  these  omitiiweiKiei 
bn«  h»|ip«n»d ;  lloat,  iaataad  of  an  amicabU  mr- 
randar  br  the  OoTccDor,  oi  other  local  Biitharit7,  the 
tmop*  of  Ae  United  Stales  have  bean  used  to  dia- 
posnsi  Qie  ^panidi  Hitbori^  by  fbcca.  IGxbsarto 
dwell  on  the  details  of  this  transutioD,  heoaius  It  la 
painfnl  to  recite  them.  B7  the  letter  to  General 
Uattbewa,  which  ia  eacloaed,  open  for  four  penisal, 
yon  will  fall;  oomprehend  the  viewi  id'  the  Oovem- 
meot  re^KOdag  uie  late  transaction ;  and,  bj  tlie 


_    , _  tba  General,  and  the 

Ule  latter  now  forwarded,  70a  win  be  made  ao- 
qnaiotad  with  the  course  of  oondoct  which  it  ia  «K' 
pacted  (rf*  70a  to  pvne  in  Mm,  Id  dischaigii^  tht 
dnties  heietofore  eqjoioed  on  him. 

It  ia  tils  dedre  of  the  Pnaldent  that  70a  abaold 
torn  Tonr  attention  and  direct  TOnr  elbris,  in  the 
first  mitanoa,  to  the  restoration  of  that  state  of 
things  io  the  pnnlnca  which  exiMed  befbre  the 
late  trasMctiBDS.  The  EcecntiTe  ooosiders  it 
proper  to  lestMW  back  to  the  ^anish  anthuitiea^ 
^""'"'■'""'1  and  Moh  other  parts,  If  an;,  of  East 
Florida,  as  may  hare  thns  been  taken  fiom 
tbsOL  With  tiiia  riaw,  it  will  be  naoeasaiy  finr  70a 
dtneOg  with  the  OorasoT  or  priotd- 


presomed  that  the  arrangeinant  will  be  ttiiOj 
amiCBbly  made  between  700.  I  endoaa  70a  an  order 
frcoi  tlw  Secretary  of  Wer  to  the  oommaoder  of  tbt 
troops  t£  the  Unilad  States  to  eracnate  the  connBy, 
irtwn  raqoested  so  to  do  by  700,  and  to  pa7  the  same 
respect  in  Aitnra  to  toot  order  infolfiUii^  the  dalie* 
ei^joined  hj  the  law,  that  ha  bad  bean  iiwtn>ct«d  to 
do  to  that  )tf  General  Matthews. 

In  rectorii^  to  the  Spaniah  anthoritiM  Amelia  lal- 
and,  and  inch  other  paita  of  East  Florida  as  ma7 
haT*  been  takes  pnninaainn  of  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States,  than  Is  anodier  d^ect  to  which  yonr 


lately  adopted  by  Ctneral  llatthaws  to  take  poasas- 


don  «r  that  tenilocT,  It  is  pn^MUe  ttat  nach  1^ 
ansa  baa  been  plaoe^  ^  the  paopk^iaacltdiBil, 
OB  the  oanlaaianee  md  sqiport  ti' dw  United  SiMia 
It  will  b«  impnipar  to  txpotn  theee  paajpls  K  As  » 
senttMU  oftbe^aniA  aaOciitna.  it  ia  nMieb 
presmned  that  thoaa  an^Msitiea,  In  ngaluiivfaNN- 
aon  1/ the  T«iThai7,  in  dii*  amicmbie  Bod^  im  Oi 
United  StalM,  wiU  be  dtapoaed  to  inAs^aay^ 
feeling  towards  thsm.  Ton  wiD,lMnn'>er,eaatDS 
fbn  ondsratendl^  with  tho  SpwnUi  Goranv  <• 
this  satgec^  and  not  Call  to  obtain  fen  Im  ft* 
moat  e^dicit  and  aatiibotaiy  aaeaianoe  reipectkglt 
Of  thia  a»Br»tie»  70a  wiB  dDl7  qvnee  the  paniM 
interested,  and  of  tba  eonfidaMa  i^ahyoataptaak 
it  It  is  lMip«d,thBt,flDthi*  ddieato  asi  Toyia- 
tatwtiiiSMia^  A*  Spai 
Umadf  of  the  (Bpntnmn 
Mtndly  di^odtion  of  ku  OoraHUMt*  to«nd  tta 
Uidled  States. 
Tliera  is  one  othar  ramaining  dromnatanes  aaljl) 


lAIdi  I  wiih  to  can  your  ai 

to  General  Mattbewi  hiritinf  m"  ■■«■*<  im 
rrioasin  ear  BandBtua,  and  patnd) 
ban  always  bam  held  n  li^  Miw- 


doobtlaaa  ftel  a  diqnsitioa  to  coosnlt,  u  fm  siiiv 
be,  his  persooal  srawibility.    I  hare  the  hmor  ti 

JAHES  HONBOC. 
F.  S.— SbaaU  yon  find  it  im[«aetieab1e  to  enetf 
the  dntisi  destgnstod  aboni,  in  pcrsao,  the  PieaW 
rsqieats  that  yon  wiQ  be  so  good  ai  Io  empby  mt 
TOiy  respaotablt  character  to  rapreaent  yoo  in  it,  ti 
whom  yon  are  antkoriied  to  allow  a  rizmlar  oapv- 
SBlion.  It  Is  hoped,  however,  that  yoo  may  bt  »* 
to  attend  to  it  in  peracHi,  foe  reawma  which  I  lo' 
not  enter  into.  The  expenses  to  which  yea  nsr  ka 
exposed  willbe  prompuy  paid  to  your  dnft  ta  ttk 
Department. 


to  D.B.  MUMt,  Stf-,  Gw  ' 
o*  auxm,  M^  r,  Ull      I 


7%i  BuemmfufBt 
Dari 


Sn,— I  have  had  the 
of  the  aeeood  Astan^  fhim  St  Haiy^whaf;* 
had  anfred  in  Aseharce  of  Ae  tmst  npotedb  ;M 
W  the  Preddcttt,  In  rdatira  to  East  Fk«Ua. 

HyklttrbyUt.  Isaac^hai,  I  pnsnnie,aaW» 
tUlyaaawend  tke  moat  important  «f  the  qtn* 
sohmitted  In  yoor  letter,  bat  I  win  ^  to  sad  > 

Kodiadnetanawar. 

By  tke  law,  «f  i^di  a  oopy  was  forwardad  Is  nt 
K.  U  made  the  do^  of  the  FieadeM  to  pon^  >* 
oeoi^atioo  of  East  Florida  by  any  fiir^gnfovtti  B 
bUowa  that  yoa  aMaaAoiiiad  toeaaoMrit**- 


drcomataoeaa,  of  British  tioc^  of  a^  ^""^f? 
otcn^aKd  tgr  tht  law,  aad  Is  w  w 

An  inatraotioa  wiQ  be  imme£ately  fofWwM  " 
commander  of  the   naral  ffHue  of  tba  ti*^ 


L"^. 


iii»  think  naceaaaiT,  and  require. 
It  ia  not  ejected,  if  70a  find  it  p 
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tin  troop*,  that  joq  ihoold  utldrfara  to  oompsl  tha 
patriots  to  nimnder  the  ooaubr,  or  any  put  of.  it, 
to  the  Spanidi  aatboritiu.  Th*  Uti!t»d  Statei  u« 
mponsblfl  Tor  their  own  conduct  only,  not  Tor  that  of 
the  inhabitanti  of  Eut  Florida.  Indeed,  ia  ocnue- 
quenoe  of  the  compnntiiemeat  of  the  United  State* 
to  the  inbaliitanbi,  yon  have  been  ejiwdj  inttwttd 
not  to  irtthdraw  the  troops,  nnlen  70U  find  that  tt 
maj  be  done  conitstBiilly  vith  ^elr  nfe^,  and  to 
report  to  the  GoTerninent  the  nnilt  of  yoar  eoafar- 
enoei  with  the  Spanidi  aiitborilie*,  with  y^a  qlrinion 
of  tfamr  viewa,  luldiug  in  the  mean  time  the  ground 
occupied. 

In  tlMproH^t  4ate  of  our  aflain  with  Gnat  Britain 
tlie  ooorae  abore  ptdnted  out  ii  the  mora  jmtiflabla 
and  pioper.    I  have  the  hooor  to  be,  &a., 

JAMES  HOKROE. 


Fbidat,  July  8. 
A  miMBnge  wu  Teceived  fWim  the  Benftt«,  by 
Ur.  SiDTK,  of  Maryland,  and  Ur.  Leib,  a  oom- 
mittee  appointed  for  the  parpose,  notifjtng  the 
Honse  that  the  Senate  hare  rejected  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  anthorizing  the  Presideiit  to 
take  possemioQ  of  a  tract  of  oonntry  lying  sonth 
tO.  the  MiiNSHipiii  Territory  and  of  tlie  State 
of  GeorpA)  and  mt  other  pnrpoBea." 


UoaniT,  July  9. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Bibb, 

Sttoleed,  That  the  injnootion  of  tocrecy,  bo 
far  aa  oonoema  "  An  aot  to  enable  tbe  President 
of  tlie  United  States,  imder  certain  cuntiogen- 
olea,  to  take  posBeaaion  of  tbe  oonntry  lying 
ea»t  of  the  Peraido,  and  sonth  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  and  the  UWasippl  Territory,  and  for 
other  purpoeee,"  passed  on  the  twelfth  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eleven,  and  "A  bill  anthoruing the Preeident 
to  take  potseeaion  of  a  tract  of  country  lying 
eonth  of  the  Uissisuppi  Territory  and  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  for  other  parpceee;" 
passed  tbe  twenty-fitth  of  June  last,  and  tbe 
proceedings  thereon,  respectively,  be  removed. 
And,  also,  so  far  as  relates  to  tbe  following 
letters :  two  from  tbe  Secretary  of  State  to 
General  G.  Matthews,  one  dated  tbe  twenty- 
mzth  of  January,  one  tboasand  eight  hundred 
and  eleven,  ai|,d  the  other  the  foorth  of  April, 
one  thotisand  eight  hundred  twelve '  and  two 
fW>in  Mr.  Monroe  to  General  D.  B.  Mitchell,  one 
dated  the  tenth  of  April,  tbe  other  tbe  twenty- 
seventh  of  May,  one  tboasand  eight  hnndred 
and  twelve.  • 

The  doors  were  then  opened. 
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TWELFTH  C0IfGRESS.-SEC01fD  SESSION. 


BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINQTON,  NOTEHBEB  2,   ISIS. 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE. 


UoKSAT,  Norember  S,  181S. 
Tbe  wcoDd  Kssion  of  the  tweinh  Congress 
commeiuwd  thU  day  at  the  dty  of  Washington, 
oonfbrmably  to  the  act  paned  at  the  last  session, 
antitled  "  An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress;"  and  the  Senate  as 
bled  in  their  Chamber. 


NiCBOLU  Giuux  and  Cbaxlb  Cirm,  from 
Sew  Hampahire. 

JoexpB  B.  ViBsjm,  from  IfanachngettB. 

OsAiniOBT  GooouoB,  from  Oonnecticnt. 

Jmmmxiab  B.  Eowku.,  from  Rhode  Island. 

JoKiTBAS  RoBiNMN,  fk>m  VenDont. 

John  LiiantT,  from  New  Jersey. 

ViCBAtL  Lira,  from  Pennsylvania. 

OvTBRBiUDOK  HossRT,  from  Delaware. 

Samtkl  Smith,  from  Maryland. 

Jbbbb  Fbinklu  and  Juua  Tusnxb,  from 
North  Carolina. 

JoBH  OxiLnKo,  from  Sonth  Carolina. 

William  E.  Csawiobd  and  Chablis  Tatt, 
from  Georgia. 

OioBOB  W.  Campbbll,  from  Tenneeeee. 

Thos.  WosTBiNaTOH  and  ALKxutDm  Camp- 
bill,  ttom  Ohio. 

There  being  no  qnomm,  the  Senate  ac|Jomiied 
till  to-morrow, 

Tdbbdat,  KoTember  8. 

AndbbwGbboo,  from  the  State  of  Pennsyl. 
Tenia,  and  Johk  Tatiob,  from  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  severally  attended. 

William  H.  Cbawvobd,  President  prQ  ten- 
ptTt,  resnmed  the  choir. 

Ordertd.  That  the  Secretary  aeqnaint  the 
Hoose  of  Representatives  that  a  qnornni  of  the 
Senate  is  bssemhled  and  ready  to  proceed  to 
bnuoees, 

A  message  from  the  Ilonse  of  Representa- 
tives informed  the  Senate  that  a  qnorum  of  the 
House  is  assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to 
baritKDS.  The  Honae  have  appointed  a  com- 
mittee on  their  part,  Jointly  wiui  snoh  commit- 


tee as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  fi  the 
Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  Dnit«d 
States  and  notiiy  bim  that  a  qnomm  of  the 
two  Eonses  is  awembled  and  ready  to  receive 
any  oommanicatioD  that  he  may  be  ^««aed  to 
make  to  them. 

The  Senate  concurred  in  the  appointment  of 
a  joint  committee  on  their  part,  agree«blj  to 
the  reeolntion  last  mentioned ;  and  Mesere.  Gan^ 
i.ABP,  and  Skttb  of  Maryland,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

A  commit^  was  appointed  agreeablj  to  tibe 
43d  mle  for  oondnotlng  bnaiiieeB  in  the  Sennte. 
Messrs.  Lsm,  Fkakkuh,  and  Giaoo,  are  the 
oommittee. 

Stmthtd,  That  eadi  Senatw  besoi^lied,  dar- 
ing the  present  eeadon,  with  three  each  news- 
papers printed  in  any  of  the  Btatea  as  be  may 
choose,  provided  that  the  same  be  fhmiahed  at 
the  Qsnal  rate  for  the  aunoal  charge  of  soch 
papers:  and  provided,  also,  that  if  any  Senator 
shall  choose  to  take  any  newepwers  other  thaa 
daily  papers,  he  shall  be  snppued  with  as  many 
SDoh  puers  as  shall  not  exceed  tlie  price  of 
three  ddly  papers. 

Mr.  Gan-LABo  reported  from  the  jeAat  com- 
mittee,  that  they  had  waited  on  the  Prerident 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  Preadent 
had  informed  the  committee  that  he  wonld 
make  a  commniiloation  to  the  two  Honaeaat 
twelve  o'clock  to-moirow. 

WBomsDAT,  Kovember  4. 

Obaoiah  GinUN,  from  the  State  of  New 
York,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lns,  a  committee  of  three 
members  wero  appointed,  who,  with  three 
members  of  the  Bouse  of  Bepresentativn,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  said  House,  shall  have  the 
direction  of  the  money  appropriated  to  the 
parcbase  of  books  and  mape  for  the  oae  of  the 
two  Honaes  of  Congress:  and  Keesrs.  Lm^ 
Tait,  and  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  were  ap- 
pointed the  oommittee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 
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[Srmie. 


PrttidanCi  Aiauial  Mtttage. 
Tfa«  foUowing  Uessage  vas  reodTed  from  tlie 
Pkmikbrt  or  THK  Uhitkd  Siath  : 

FVlon-titiKmt  tfdu  Btnatt 

amd  Boat  of  Itifrttmtiit\v*i  i 
On  oar  present  meeting,  it  ii  mj  first  daty 
vite  jaai  itteadon  to  tba  proridSBtikl  faTOra  which 
onr  conntry  hu  eiperiencgd,  in  the  nmuokl  degree 
of  health  diipenaed  to  Itg  luhalHtaDta,  and  in  tba  rich 
kbnndanee  with  whieh  the  earth  haa  rewarded  the 
laibora  balowed  on  it.  In  the  tocceoAil  coltiTation 
of  other  bruiches  of  Indnatcj,  and  in  the  pnigniai  of 
general  iinprorement  favmable  to  the  natioQal  proa- 
peri^,  there  la  jnat  oocsaion,  also,  far  oar 
csongratnlatioiu  and  Ihankfalnaaa. 

With  these  bleanagi  are  necBsarilj  mingled  Ae 
praamm  and  Ticiu'tndei  Incident  to  the  state  of  war 
Into  which  the  United  States  bare  been  forced  by  the 
peisererance  of  a  foreign  power  in  its  aystam  of  in- 
juatiee  and  aggrei^iOD. 

Previona  to  its  declaration,  it  was  deemed  proper, 
aa  a  meaaaro  of  precaution  and  fbrscaat,  that  a  can- 
aderable  forae  abonld  be  placed  in  the  Michigan  Ter- 
ritory, with  a  general  view  to  its  seonrity,  and,  in 
die  event  of  war,  to  soch  operations  in  the  uppermost 
Canada  ai  woald  intente]»  the  hostile  inflnence  of 
Great  Britain  over  the  aar^as,  obtdn  the  DOmmand 
of  the  lake  on  which  diat  part  of  Canada  borders, 
and  maintain  co-operating  lelatloiia  with  anch  fonies 
M  might  be  most  conTeniently  employed  againit 
other  parts.  BrigaiJier  General  Ball  waa  charged 
with  tbia  provUioaal  sertice ;  hating  under  hia  com- 
mand a  body  i^  troopa  composed  of  regnlara  and 
Tolnnteera  from  the  State  of  Ohio.  Haring  leached 
hia  destination  after  hja  knowledgfl  of  the  war,  and 
poaaesong  discretiooaiy  inthority  to  act  oSbntively, 
IM  paasedinto  the  ndghboringterritory  of  the  enemy, 
wiUi  a  proqiert  of  ea;y  and  TlctorioaB  pvogreis.  The 
expedition,  neverthelesa,  terminated  nnfortDnateiy, 
not  only  in  a  retreat  to  the  town  and  fort  of  Detroit, 
Int  in  (he  mTrender  of  both,  and  of  tlie  gallant  corps 
oommanded  by  that  officer.  The  canaea  of  thii  pajn- 
fnl  revereewiU  be  investigated  byamiiitairtriboDal. 
A  dittiaguiihiag  featnre  in  the  operatiooa  which 
preceded  and  foUowed  this  adreiBe  oToat,  ta  the  nie 
made  by  the  enemy  of  the  mercileas  aaTagei  nnder 
their  ioflnence.  Whilat  the  banerolent  policy  of  the 
United  States  inmiably  recommended  pence,  and 
promoted  mTilization  among  that  wretched  portion 
<S  the  bnraan  ttca  ;  and  waa  making  eiertiona  to 
diouade  them  from  taking  either  aide  in  the  war, 
Sie  enemy  haa  not  acrnplBd  to  Oall  to  hia  aid  their  rnth- 
lea  feroci^,  armed  with  the  horrora  of  those  instru- 
ments of  carnage  and  tortnre  which  are  known  to 
mre  neifber  age  nor  sex.  In  this  ontrage  againat 
the  lawa  of  honorable  war,  and  againat  the  feehogs 
aacred  to  hnmanity,  the  Britiih  oommandera  cannot 
resort  to  a  plea  of  rEtoUation ;  for  it  ia  committed  in 
the  face  of  onr  example.  Thej  cannot  mitigate  I^ 
by  calling  it  a  aalf-defenoe  agamst  men  in  armi ;  for 
it  embracea  the  moat  ahocking  batoherica  of  delmce- 
leaa  familie*.  Nor  can  it  be  pretended  that  they  are 
not  anawerahle  for  the  atrocitiea  perpetrated ;  since 
the  aavagea  ale  employed  with  a  knowledge,  and 
.  aren  with  meoacea,  that  their  fary  ooold  not  be  con- 
trolled. 3ach  la  the  apectacle  which  the  depnted 
aubori^ea  of  a  nation,  boasting  its  religion  and 
morality,  haTo  not  been  restrained  from  presenting  to 
an  enlightened  age. 


Tb»  miaftittnaa  of  Detroit  was  not,  howerer,  with- 
out ■  conaoling  eSbct.  It  waa  fbllowed  by  signal 
proeft  that  tba  national  wpnt  rissa  according  to  the 
pivaanre  on  it.  The  kisi  of  an  important  poet,  and 
of  the  hrave  men  nrrvndered  with  it,  ina^red  every 
where  new  ardor  and  determination.  In  (he  Stetes 
and  diatriots  leaat  remote,  it  waa  no  aoooer  known, 
than  erery  citiien  waa  nidy  to  fiy  with  his  arms,  at 
once,  to  protect  his  brethren  against  the  blood-thiraty 
saT^fealet  toeee  hy  the  enemy  on  an  eitenuTe  fton- 
lier,  and  to  otmrert  a  partial  caUmity  into  a  aonrce 
of  ^ngorated  effbrta.  Thia  patriotic  leal,  whioh  it 
waa  itMesaaiy  rather  to  Umit  than  excite,  has  em- 
bo£wI  an  ample  force  from  the  States  of  Eentncky 
and  Ohio,  and  from  parte  of  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
ginia. It  ia  placed,  with  the  addition  of  a  few  ngO' 
lara,  tmder  the  command  of  Brigadier  Oasitial  Har- 
rison, who  posaeesea  die  entire  confidence  ef  his  fid- 
low-aoldiera,  among  whom  are  dtiien^  some  tUbtm 
Tolnnteer*  in  die  rank^  not  leas  distlngniNd  bytiMir 
political  *tadoDS,flianhj  their  perMoalmelita.  The 
greater  portion  of  thia  force  ia  proceeding  on  its  des- 
tination, towards  the  Miobigan  Territory,  havins 
sncoeedadin  relieving  an  important  frontier  post,  and 
in  several  incidental  operations  against  hostile  bribe* 
of  aavagei,  rendered  indi^nsable  by  the  sob- 
servieacy  into  which  they  had  been  aednced  by  the 
enemy ;  a  aednctioa  the  more  cmel,  aa  it  coold  not 
fail  to  impose  a  naceauty  of  precauttooaiy  asreritiea 
against  tboae  who  yielded  to  it. 

At  a  recent  date,  an  attack  waa  made  on  a  poit  of 
IB  enemy  near  Niagara,  by  a  detachment  of  the 
ignlar  uid  other  forces,  under  Che  command  of 
Mi^  General  Van  ReniseUer,  of  the  militia  of  (be 
Srate  of  Near  York.  The  attack,  it  appears,  waa 
ordered,  in  compllanoe  with  the  ardor  of  Uie  troops, 
who  execoted  it  with  diatingoi^nd  gantry,  and 
were,  for  a  time,  victorioaa ;  but  not  receiving  the 
Lpected  aopport,  they  were  compelled  to  yield  to 
inforcementa  of  Briti^  regnlar*  and  aavegea.  Our 
losa  has  been  oonaiderable,  and  is  deeply  to  be  U- 
mented.  That  of  the  enemy,  leu  aaoertaimd,  will 
be  the  more  lelt,  a*  it  ineludes,  among  the  killed,  the 
commanding  general,  who  was  also  Uovemor  of  the 
province  ;  and  waa  aostained  by  veteran  troops,  from 
inexperienced  soldiers,  who  mnat  doily  improve  in 
the  datlea  of  the  QeOd. 

Oar  expectation  of  gaining  the  command  of  the 
lakes,  by  the  iavaiion  of  Ca^da  from  Detroit,  hav- 
ing been  diaappoiuted,  meosnrea  were  inatactly  taken 
provide,  on  Ihem,  a  naval  force  superior  to  tbat  o( 
e  enemy.     From  the  talents    and  activity  of  the 
offloer  charged  with  thia  olgect,  every  thing  that  can 
be  done  may  be  expected.     Should  the  pteaent  aoaaon 
not  admit  of  complete  snooaas,   the   progres*  made 
insure,  for  the  next,  a  naval  aaoendenoy,  where 
essential  to  oui  permanent  peaoe  with,  uid  con- 
trol over,  the  savages. 
Among  the  incidenta  to  the  meaanrea  of  the  war,  I 
a  Donitrained  to  advert  to  the  refuaal  of  the  Gov- 
eniors  of  MassacboMtti  and  Connecticut  (o  furnish 
the  required  detachments  of  militia  towards  the  de- 
fence   of  the   mBri(ime   frontier.     Tbe   lefoial   waa 
□  A  novel  and  tudbrtonate  expoaition  of  the 
of  the  cooMitutioD  relating  to  Uie  militia. 
The  correspondences  which  will  be  before  you,  con- 
**'-  '*"  requisite  information  on  the  tnbject.     It  ia 
ha^  if  the  authority  of  the  United  States  to 
call  into  service  and  command  the  militia  for  thu 
noe,  oan  be  that  frnatnted,  even  in  a  atalo 
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tot  tlw  pnipoM  moat  of  aD  raqnlring  tt ;  mud  that  tha 
poblio  amtj  mtj  have  bo  odwr  reionTOB,  tbau  In 
tboas  Uige  *ai  pennHwnt  n^tti;  ««UbHdniMnti 
whlob  Bcs  (oibiddmi  bj  tba  princqilN  of  our  free 
GoTenutMDt,  and  agalnit  lbs  oaoani^  of  vliich  the 
nilitla  were  meant  to  b«  a  cotutitDtloaal  bnlvaik. 

On  the  coaata,  and  on  the  ocemn,  the  war  tiaa  bem 
■■  mcoeMfnl  a*  drcomitanoea  inaeparable  Tram'  IH 
•arljr  Kagea  could  promin.  Our  public  ilup*  and 
prirate  cminn,  by  tbe[r  activirf,  and,  where  there 
fnu  occanon,  hj  thdr  intrepiditj,  haTe  made  the 
ennaj  nnaible  of  the  difl^nnce  between  a  reciproci^ 
of  eapturea,  and  the  logg  con&ummt  of  them  to 
iboT  ode.  Odt  trade,  with  little  exoaptini,  baa 
lalel;  reached  oar  porta ;  bavinf;  been  mnch  faToted 
in  tt  by  tha  eomMi  punned  bj  a  B]iBdnm  of  onr 
fligatea,  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Bodgeta. 
And  in  the  instance  in  wtiloh  Aill  and  biKTSij  vera 
More  paiticniarir  Irfa  * 

ooituti 


led  bj  Captain  Hnll,  after  a 
doia  and  ihoit  engagement,  completaty  dirabled  and 
captnied  a  Britlah  fH^te  ;  gaining  Cat  that  ofBoer,  and 
aU  on  board,  a  pruie  whjdi  eannot  be  too  libarallj 
beatowed ;  not  merely  for  the  licloiy  actnmllj 
Bchiered,  but  for  that  prompt  and  oool  exertion  <^ 
commutding  talent^  which,  giving  to  ooorage  iti 
higbett  chancier,  and  to  tha  fonie  ^ipliad  ila  ftJl 
effect,  proved  diM  more  conld  lu*B  been  done  in  a 
conteit  requiring  more. 
Anxloni  to  a^dge  the  erOi  fiom  which  a  itate  at 
X  be  exempt,  I  loet  no  time  afbr  it  waa  de- 
eoaveying  lo  the  Britiih  Goremment  the 
lenna  on  which  ita  progreu  might  be  aiierted,  witb- 
ODt  awaiting  the  delaya  of  a  formal  and  final  pacifi- 
cation; aod  onr  Chaigi  d'AfTaiiee  at  Londno  waa, 
at  tha  ttme  time,  anthoiized  to  agree  to  an  armiitice 
ttmndsd  npoo  them.  Tliew  terms  reqnlnd  that  &e 
Orden  in  Coondl  ahonld  be  Kfiealed  ■*  Ibey  aflbetad 
the  United  Statet,  witliotrt  a  leviTal  iJ  btookadaa 
TioUting  Mknowtedgsd  rale* ;  and  tfaat  tlien  aboold 
bean  immediate diK^ia^e of  Amecicaa Maman ficm 
IMtiih  ih^  and  a  at^  to  impnaaDentfllDm  Ameri- 
ean  ahipa,  with  an  nndentanding  that  an  esclnnoa 
</  the  aeamen  of  each  nation  ftvm  the  ihipa  <£  tba 
Other  ahoold  be  itipolated;  and  that  tba 
riioald  be  impTDTed  into  a  definiliTa  and  oc 


ttwtigh  •  r^eal  of  die  Oidara  naoeptibl*  (^  aiflaua- 
liMu  m««dog  the  riewt  of  thia  GoTeinm«tit  had 
taken  pbee  befbm  thia  padfio  •dranoe  vaa  oommn- 
nlnted  to  that  rf  Great  Britain,  4m  adTaDoa  wai 
docUned  from  an  aTomd  npognanoa 


propoeed,  with 
Vlietherthe  a 

Oo*enm>ent,  aKoding  — „ 

die  anbfect  on  the  part  af  Great  Britain,  will  be 
Tiemd  in  a  more  (aTorable  li^t,  or  reoeiTed  in  a 
more  accommodating  apirit,  remaina  to  be  known.  It 
would  be  anwita  to  relax  our  measorea,  in  any  ie~ 
■pect,  on  a  jawmmptioa  cf  ancb  a  remit. 

The  docnmenU  from  the  Department  of  State, 
which  relate  to  thia  anbject,  will  give  a  view  al»  of 
the  proroiilioM  ft*  an  anniKioa,  which  have  been 
rvceived  beta,  one  of  tfaem  from  tbe  anthoriliBa  at 
HaUbxandin  Cwttda,  tha  oAar  &om  the  fiiilidi 


GoremmaDt  Itael^  AiaaA  Admiral  Wirtn;  vAd 
the  gronndi  on  which  neither  oT  them  could  be  at- 

Ota  aAun  fri&  Fnnoe  retain  At  petian  aiiil 
they  held  at  my  lait  oommnniottioiu  to  yoa.  Sm- 
withatanding  tbe  sntborind  eipeetatiooi  ti  aa  wlf 
ai  well  aa  bvorable  iaaua  to  tba  diacmiiDai  oa  ba^ 
thiae  hate  baai  pnicraatiDaled  to  tbe  lalot  btt. 
The  only  interrening  aeeairenoe  mating  alkali^ 
ia  tha  pTomnlgation  tt  a  Frendi  decree  parpntiag  M 
be  a  dt£uitiTa  repeal  ■/  iLe  Boiin  ami  Mtlaa  b- 


The  final  eommanicalioDa  Bmta  aar  tptdil  1Gb» 
ter  to  Denmait,  aSoti  fortber  prmA  of  dia  giri 
(Ada  of  Uamiaaon,  ai^  ef  Aa  amicable  £if«B£a 
of  the  Danith  Gorenment.    Fratn  bnaia,  -mlat 

frteod^p,  and  that  it  will  not  be  aftetel  b^fli 
niptora  between  the  United  Slalee  and  Gnat  Krittk 
Sweden  alK>  pccfeaeea  aentimeot*  &«iinUa  Id  da 
BBbdMii^  harmony. 

With  Ae  Barbar;  Powcs^  excepting  tiat  4 
Algien,  onr  afEkira  remain  on  die  oidiDiiy  faAf 
Tbe  Conanl  (Jenenl,  rending  with  that  Keener,  lai 
Boddanly,  and  without  came,  been  hanirfiad,  B- 
aether  witli  all  the  Amerkan  a'daia  foond  doa 
Whether  thia  waa  the  tranabay  effect  of  ofcAm 
deqpotiam,  tm  the  firtt  act  of  piedetarmiaed  hadEtj, 
ia  not  aanrtnined.  Precanlun*  wen  taken  bf  At 
Connlan  the  latter  aiqtpositioD. 

lie  Indian  tribei,  iHit  nnder  fbnign  iiWigii™^ 
remain  at  paaoa,  and  reodre  tba  ririliiing  attantiMi 
which  haTo  proved  ao  beneficial  to  Aam. 

With  a  Tiew  to  that  tigorooi  proaecntian  (f  the 
war  to  which  onr  nadonal  &caltieB  ait  adeqoala,  te 
attentitai  of  Congrtn  will  bepardcnlariydriinileAi 
inaoSdancy  of  eiiatiDg  proriBoiu  for  Eiiing  «p  Aa 
IfititaiT  EatabH^miaat.  Sochii  thebaniyoovEliM 
ef  o«i  ooontry,  ariung  &om  the  fkcility  of  mbut- 
anoe  and  dw  bi^  mgea  fbr  e*ei7  ^adea  gf  ooqa- 
tioD,  that  notwithat^dii^  tbe  Mi^neated  ndaia- 
manta  prorided  at  the  last  Beadcia,  a  partial  aaMi 
only  hat  attended  the  ncniting  annce.  Tba  *■ 
ficiency  hal  been  neceaaarily  aiqiplied  doriag  lit 
campa^  by  other  than  regnlar  boopa,  witkalfla 
inaanreDieDcea  and  eipanae  incident  to  Ibaiii.  Aa 
remedy  l»a  in  eatabliahing  duuv  &Tanbly  te  *• 
private  ecddier,  the  proportion  between  hii  n^- 
penae  and  the  tenn  of  hi>  eoliatment.  And  it  ii  > 
«nl)jact  wbi^  cannot  too  aoon  at 

The  MUeiwnfficieDqyliaa  bean  < 
proriaiona  Ua  Tdnntean  made  tgr  a 
aaarion.  The  recompenaa  forthie  ibiTUB  i»i-'"-~ 
thia  caaa  ia  atill  lew  attractire  than  in  die  «v- 
And  although  patriotiam  alone  hai  aaot  into  tba  » 
tone  Taloabie  oorpa  of  that  deacription,  thoaa  tlM 
who  can  afford  the  aacriSoe  can  be  reaaonalil^  1- 
pected  to  yield  to  that  impnlae. 

It  will  merit  oonadenboa,  also,  whether,  ti  tn- 
Hiaiy  to  the  aecnrity  of  OUT  frmtieit^  coipi  ^T^ 
be  adTantageooily  nganind,  with  a  reatriencn  rf 
th^  lerTicea  to  paiticolar  didrict)  eoaTMM"' * 
them.  And  whether  the  local  and  ooeaaional  unja" 
of  maiinera  and  othen  in  tbe  aaapoct  tonii,  <i~^ 
nmiiar  organization,  would  not  be  a  profids^  aao- 
lion  to  the  meana  of  thur  defence. 
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I  TecomnieDd  a  proTiHOn  For  id  increaw  of  tha 

Ceral  officera  cfiha  umj,  the  defidenar  of  irhieh 
been  itIiiMzattd  bj  tbe  nniBber  aoi  ^'•'f""ft  ot 
■epantte  comnuida,  which  the  cxiniw  of  th«  war  >nd 
tbe  adTantige  of  tin  nrrice  h>TB  nqnind. 

And  I  cannot  praw  too  itrons^j  on  the  ou-Iieat  ■(- 
tentioD  of  the  Legiilatace,  Ok  importkncg  of  the  re- 
OT^ganiiMiou  of  Ih*  ttaS  enabUshmeDt,  villi  a  view 
to  nnikr  mora  dutinct  and  definite  the  reUtioiu  ud 
raapouibilitiei  of  Iti  ferml  departmenttb  Tliat 
then  it  room  for  inpioTBinaat*  vlucb  will  B»l«riall7 
jipomote  both  econotujr  and  looceei,  In  riiat  apper- 
teini  to  the  arm;  and  the  mr,  U  eqaAllf  incnloated 
hy  the  exampla  of  othei  coontriei,  and  by  the  ax- 


A  rCTUion  of  the  militia  lam  lot  tha  pnmoaa  of 
randaring  them  mofe  t^ftamatio,  and  better  ad^iting 
tfiem  to  Um  emeigenciei  of  tlie  war,  i«,  U  thli  time, 
paitlciilailj  dediable. 

Of  tha  additioiiBl  ihip*  anthorked  to  be  fitted  for 
•enioe,  two  will  be  ihoithr  ready  lo  lall ;  a  lliiid  li 
nndor  npair,  and  delay  vlll  be  aToided  in  tlie  repair 
of  the  reridaa.  Of  the  apprnniatioTu  for  tJia  por- 
ehaaa  of  mateHala  for  ahlp  baiUing,  the  greatar  part 
hM  bean  applied  to  that  object,  ud  the  purohua 
Till  be  Eontmoed  with  the  balance. 

Tike  aQtaipiiiiiig  qdiit  whiah  baa  charactartxed 
Ota  naval  force,  and  iti  aoooiai,  both  in  leiTiaiiiiim 
.  Intuit*  and  dapredatiotti  oa  our  ooatti 
■■]*  on  the  enemy,  will  not  fail  to 
•fdargament  of  it. 

Then  being  reaaon  to  beliare  that  llw  act  pro- 
fcibiting  the  acaeptanoa  ti  Brlliah  lioaoaea  I*  not  a 
anffieieot  gaard  aoinM  the  tue  of  th«m  for  pncpoaai 
fsToiable  t6  tha  intereMi  and  Tiewi  oT  the  anemyi 
fiutbar  proTtaoo*  mi  that  nibject  are  highly  import- 
ant.  Nor  Is  it  Ian  to,  that  penal  anactmenta  ihonld 
ba  prDTided  for  caies  (^  oompt  and  perfidioni  Intsr- 
ODorse  with  the  enemy,  not  amanntinK  to  traaaoo, 
nor  yet  embnced  by  any  gtatstary  pranuoiw. 

A  oonaderable  nuobei  «f  ^muvma  vaualjwluch 
were  in  En^aod  whan  die  rerooatioo  of  the  Ordan 
in  Coan^  took  place,  ware  laden  widi  Biitiih  mr - 
factaiai,  mtder  an  erroneooi  Impreaion  that  the 
inportatioB  aM  would  immediately  oeaae  to  nterate, 
and  hare  arrirad  in  An  Uiut«d  Statea.  It  <&d  not 
appear  pnpar  to  eiarciM,  on  nnfi 
tnagnltude,  the  oidlnanr  powert  retted  in  the  IVaa- 
R117  DefiaTtmaBt  to  mibgata  fixfstnrae,  without  pr»- 
Tioody  alEx£qg  lo  Con^feaa  an  oppoftoni^  of  mak- 
ii^  on  the  anlyeot  neh  pronaioni  at  they  may  think 
proper.  In  thur  daciaion,  they  will  donbtleu  equally 
coniult  what  la  due  to  eqnitabla  coniideratiiani  and 
to  the  pnbUo  intenit. 

The  receipta  into  tiie  TreataiT  daring  tbt  year 
mdlng^n  the  SOth  of  Scpteo^ier  laat,  have  exceed- 
ed dsteen  mUBona  and  a  half  of  doUara;  which  have 
been  HiSdent  to  dafray  all  tha  demand*  on  A*  Traa- 
mry  to  that  day,  im-lnillTig  a  naeeMaij  idmbnne- 
ment  of  near  three  milllona  of  the  principal  of  the 
pablio  debt.  In  theia  noDlpCa  i>  incladad  a  ram  of 
near  fire  millioiu  eight  hnndrsd  and  fifty  thoDMod 
dollan,  raoeiTed  on  acooont  of  the  loan*  anthorized 
hf  the  acta  of  the  lait  ^eiaioa ;  tha  whole  *am  acta- 
•lly  obtained  on  loan  amonnti  to  elaran  wllHtirM  gf 
doUan,  the  raddna  of  whloh,  being  receiTable  anbae- 
qnant  to  tha  SOth  of  BepUmber  hut,  will,  together 
with  the  current  rereanc^  enable  na  to  deiray  all  the 
cipenaei  of  ibU  year. 

The  dndea  on  the  late  nnexpeettd  imptvtalktia  of 


Brltiih  mannfaotnTai  irill  render  the  Tavaune  of  the 
enniiiig  year  more  prodnctiTe  than  coiJd  have  been 
anticipated. 

The  dtnadan  of  onr  oonntiy,  felkw-oitliens,  ia  not 
withmt  ita  difflcnltief  ;  thongb  it  abonnda  in  animat- 
ing coniidaiationa,  of  which  tha  view  here  preaented 
of  onr  pecnniuy  reaonrcea  ii  Rn  example.  With 
mora  than  one  nation  wa  hare  leriona  and  anaettled 
eontroreiwet ;  and  with  one,  powerful  in  the  mean* 
aod  balrita  of  war,  wa  are  at  war.  The  apirit  and 
abvngth  of  the  na^o  are  neTerthaleaa  equal  to  tha 
anpport  of  all  ita  righta,  and  to  cany  it  through  all 
itt  trial*.  They  can  be  met  in  that  coofidenoa. 
Abore  all,  we  have  tha  incatimafale  conaola^on  oT 
knowin;^  that  the  war  in  which  we  are  actually  en- 
gaged, 18  a  war  neither  of  ambidoa  nor  of  tuq 
glory ;  that  it  la  waged,  not  in  violation  of  the  right* 
of  othera,  but  in  the  maiateoance  of  onr  own  ;  that 
it  waa  preoeded  by  a  palieDce  without  example 
nnder  wrong*  accnnmUting  without  end :  and  that 
it  waa  finally  not  declared  ontil  eveiy  hope  of  avert- 
ing it  wa*  aidngniahed,  hj  the  truiatar  of  die  Britiah 
aoepbre  Into  new  hand*  clm^ng  to  former  conncilaf 
and  until  declaration*  were  reiterated  to  the  laat 
hour,  thiongfa  the  Britiah  Envoy  here,  that  the  hotlUe 
edict*  u{uniit  onr  commercial  rlghta  and  onr  maii> 
time  indapendence  wonld  not  be  revoked ;  nay,  that 
they  coold  not  be  revoked  without  vioIatiDg  the  obli- 
gation of  Great  Britain  to  other  powers,  ai  well  a« 
to  her  own  intareiCe.  To  have  ahrank,  under  audi 
circonutanoea,  from  minly  reaiaCanoe,  would  have 
been  a  da^fradation  blaating  onr  beat  and  prondeat 
hopea ;  it  would  have  atruck  na  from  the  hi^  ranka 
w&re  the  virtuon*  atrugglei  of  onr  falhera  had 
placed  na,  and  have  betrayed  the  magnifioent  legate 
which  we  hold  in  tmat  for  future  generationa.  It 
woold  have  acknowledged,  that,  00  the  clement  which 
fbnnathiee-fonrtha  of  3ie  globe  we  inhabit,  and  when 
all  Independent  naliona  have  equal  and  oomroon  right^ 
tbt  American  people  were  not  an  independent  people^ 
bnt  ooloDiMa  and  vaaaala.  It  was  at  thia  moment, 
and  with  «uoh  an  alternative,  that  war  waa  cbotan. 
The  nation  felt  tha  necuiity  oT  it,  and  called  tor  it 
The  a|>paal  wa*  accordinaly  made,  In  a  ju*t  came, 
to  the  juit  and  all-poweifi^  Being  who  hold*  in  hi* 
hand  the  ctiaiu  of  eyeat«,  and  the  deiliny  of  nationa 
It  ramainB  only,  that,  futhfol  to  ooraelvei,  entai^^ 
in  no  oonnectiona  with  the  viem  of  othv  powerij  and 
ever  ready  to  accept  peace  from  the  hand  oT  jnitioa, 
we  proaecote  the  war  with  naitad  connaala  and  with 
the  ample  facnllia*  of  the  nation,  nutU  peaoa  be  to 
obtained,  and  aa  tha  only  mean*,  nndar  tha  Divine 
bleaaing,  of  ^eedUy  obtaining  it. 

JAMES  UADISON. 
W*ma<iitoa,  Noetmbtr  i,  1813. 

The  Ueesage  nod  documents  were  read,  and 
twelve  himdred  and  Stty  ra^iea  ordered  to  be 

printed  for  the  aie  of  the  Senate. 

Thcksd^t,  Norember  13. 
Phiup  Rbxd,  from  the  State  of  Uoryland, 
took  bla  seat  in  the  Senate. 


Wbdkbsd&x,  Iforember  18. 


who  arrived  on  the  16th,)  prodaoed  hia  oreden- 
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tUU,  WM  qnaOfled,  and  then  took  hit  sMt  in  Uw 
Senate. 

WiLuuf  Hdhtkb,  from  the  StBt«  of  Rhode 
Iiktid  utd  ProTidenoe  Flsntations,  and  Jambb 
Llots,  from  the  State  of  UaMaohiuetti,  Mver- 
nllj  took  theb  aeata  in  the  Benate. 


Fbtoat,  Norember  20. 
Srapam  R.  Braslkt,  from  the  Stat«  of  Ver- 
mcnt,  took  hia  aeat  in  the  Senate. 

MotnuT,  KoToinber  S8. 
JoHH  Pops,  from  the  State  of  Eentooky,  took 
hia  Beat  in  the  Senate. 

TaiiBBiu.T,  NoTember  S6. 

BiOB&BD  BBMr,  from  the  State  of  Tlrpoia, 

attended;  uid  there  hdng  do  qntonm  praaeat 

the  Senate  a4j^>^^ 

FsDAT,  November  ST. 

Hie  Senate  Tceomed  the  oonsiderstlon  of  the 
motioo  mbmitted  the  94th  Instant,  th&t  thej 
proceed  to  ascertain  the  classes  in  which  the 
Senators  of  the  State  of  Loaisiana  shoold  be  in- 
■erted,  as  the  oonsCitntion  and  rnle  heretofore 
prescribe;  aad,  having  agreed  thereto, 

On  motion  bj  Ur.  Tatlob, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  roll  np,  and  pnt 
into  the  ballot  box,  tvru  lota,  No.  1  and  No.  8 ; 
that  tbe  Senator  for  whom  lot  No.  1  shall  be 
drawn,  shall  be  inserted  in  the  class  of  Senators 
whose  terms  of  serrioe  expire  on  the  third  day 
of  Uarch  next ;  and  the  Senator  for  whom  lot 
No.  S-  shall  be  drawn,  shall  be  inserted  Id  the 
dua  of  Senatora  whose  terms  of  service  expire 
funr  years  after  the  third  day  of  Uaroh  next. 

Whereupon,  the  nnmbers  above  mentioned 
were  by  the  Secretary  rolled  np  and  put  into 
the  box,  and  No.  1  was  drawn  for  Allah  B. 
UAonrDBB,  who  is  accordingly  in  the  class  of 
Senators  wbose  terms  of  service  will  expire  on 
the  third  day  of  Uarch  next;  and  No.  3  was 
drawn  for  Thomas  Poskt,  who  is  accordingly 
in  the  class  of  Senators  whose  terms  of  service 
wUl,  expire  in  fbiir  years  after  the  third  day  of 
March  next. 

HoBDAT,  November  80. 
GsoROB  U.  Bibb,  from  the  State  of  Eentn<^, 
arrived  on  the  S9th,  and  attended  this  day. 

UoKDAT,  December  T, 
Thomu  Posit,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Ooremor  of  the  Sute  of  Lonisiona  in  plaoe  of 
John  Destrahan,  resigned,  produced  his  oreden- 
tials,  was  qnalifled,  and  then  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 


WmmaDAT,  December  9. 
&e<ntTaif«m«nt  to  PrioaUen. 

On  motion  by  Ur.  Giun, 

Se»oh»d,  That  a  committee  be  app«nnted  to 
inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  offering  vitaat- 
agements  at  this  time  to  all  mariners  and  sM- 
men  to  bring  witbin  any  of  the  ports  of  dw 
United  States  British  poblio  and  private  anud 
ships,  as  well  as  merchant  shim  or  vessels,  be- 
longing to  the  Bubjecla  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland;  and  that  thi 
committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otlw- 

Messrs.  GiLia,  IjATSk  Smitb  of  Maiylaad, 
Tut,  and  Tatiob,  were  appointed  the  cm- 
mlttee. 

FmoAT,  December  11. 
Sunm  W.  Djjia,  frmn  the  State  of  Connev- 
ticnt,  attended. 

Q^ture  tff  A*  Maeadmim  and  a»  /WZJe. 
The  following  Message  was  rec^ved  from  dis 
Pbisident  or  thx  FinrBn  States  ; 


ate  United  Stktiw,  rvportina  hii  oombM  and  eMifUn 
of  ths  Britidi  frigate  HscedontsB.  Too  mnch  pniM 
eannot  be  beitowsd  oa  that  ofBoer  and  hii  ecop«»- 
iona  on  board,  for  the  oannunnate  AiB  txi  too- 
^enoDt  valor  by  frhiob  this  trophy  ha*  been  addad 
to  the  naval  amw  of  the  Dnited  Stataa. 

I  truumlt,  alio,  a  letter  from  C^italii  Jooe^  *ko 
commuided  ^  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  teportiBg  bife^ 
tnie  of  the  Britidi  sloop  oT  war  Fn^o,  afta  ■(!<■• 
action,  !b  which  othar  brilllaDt  titlsa  will  bo  seen  Is 
the  ptAUo  admiration  and  prain. 

A  nation,  feeling  what  it  owei  to  itnlf  and  to  iH 
citiieQi,  could  never  abandon  to  ari>itraiy  ri<d>Dnt  oo 
the  ocean,  a  clan  of  them  which  give  Mch  eiaoflM 
of  oapaci^  and  courage,  in  defianSog  Ih^  ri^>t>  <* 
that  element ;  examples  which  oogfat  to  im|aMl  M 
the  enemy,  however  brave  and  poweiAiI,  jaeftioM 
of  jnittoe  and  peace,  to  hcMIll^  against  a  ttmUj, 
whoaa  proaperoni  oaieer  may  be  aooeleiBted,  btf  eai- 
not  be  prsvBBlad  by  the  awsnlti  made  on  it 

JAMES  MADISON. 

WasHtMrnnr,  Dee.  11,  1813. 

The  Menage  and  pi4>erB  were  read,  andie- 
feiTed  to  the  oonimit(«e  appointed  9th  SoveiD- 
ber  last,  to  consider  that  part  of  the  Message  of 
the  Preaident  of  the  United  States  wliich  relUM 

the  Naval  EatabliahmenL. 

Thceboat,  December  81. 

Death  qfih«  Stprtemiatita,  John  SmiHt. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  SepreeentatiTM 
Informed  the  Senate  of  the  death  of  JoK*  Su- 
us,  late  a  member  of  the  Hoose  of  Represesla' 
tives,  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  that 
his  remains  will  be  interred  this  day  at  two 
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Bamlaed,  That  tha  Seiuta  will  Mtand  the  fa- 
neral  of  Jobh  Smiui,  l»te  a  ra«mber  of  the 
Honae  of  RepreeeDtatlTefl  from  the'StaU  of 
PannsylTBiiia,  this  da;  at  two  o'clock ;  and,  as 
a  teetimony  of  Twpect  for  the  memory  of  the 
deceased,  ibej  will  go  int«  monrning,  and  wear 
ft  block  cr^»e  round  the  left  arm  for  thlftj  days. 


TvaaluT,  JaniiaiT  6,  1818. 
The  credentiala  of  low  Oahxabd,  amoiiited 
a  Senator  bj  Uie  Legulature  of  the  State  of 
Sonth  CaroUoa,  for  biz  years,  oommeDciog  on 
th«  4th  day  of  Uarob  next,  were  presented, 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  file, 

WKDmBDAT,  Janaary  4. 
The  oredentJala  of  Abnkb  Laoook,  appointed 
a  Senator  by  the  Legislatnre  of  the  State  of 
PMUUflraida  for  the  term  of  hi  jean,  oom- 
meadog  oo  tb«  41b  da;  of  March  next,  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  file. 

MoKDAT,  Jannary  11. 
Jamju  a.  Bataied,  from  the  State  of  Dela- 
we,  arriyed  on  the  9Ch  instant,  and  attended 
this  iaj. 

WiDmaDAT,  January  IS. 
a^tart  ^  Britith  Vattli. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PBKBicBinr  or  rnx  Uhttbd  States  : 
7b(ia.S(Mbo/l*«  Uniltd  ^titti : 

I  tnnmit  to  tiie  SmM*  eofitt  of  the  ooireqxnid- 
meo  oiOImI  for  bj  tbair  rMolntian  of  the  Tth  iutauit. 
JAMES  MADISON. 

Jaxtakt  IB,  1818. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
'were  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed tlie  9th  November,  on  so  much  of  the 
VeBBage  of  the  Preniident  of  the  United  States 
aa  relies  to  the  Kaval  Establijihment,  to  con- ' 
■ider  and  report  thereon. 

The  docmnente  are  as  follow  : 

Black  Rock,  Oelcier  9,  1813. 

So;  I  have  tha  bonor  to  inronn  yon  tb>t,  on  the 
■umiDg  of  the  8tli  tnituit,  two  Britlrii  WHel^  irblch 
I  mi  iulbnned  wn«  HU  Brituuiio  Majestj'i  brig  De- 
bnft,  Ute  the  United  3t>tW  brig  Adami,  aod  the 
Wg  Hunter,  maanttng  IbnitMn  gmu,  bnt  vUeb 
■fterwardi  prond  lo  be  the  brig  0&d«oU,  both  Mid 
to  be  wbU  umad  and  maiUMd,  came  dawn  the  lake, 
'    the  protection  of   Fort  Erie. 
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vietion  that,  with  thoae  two  Teweli,  added  to  thoae 
which  I  have  ptnehued  uid  am  fitting  onl^  I  ahonld 
be  able  to  meat  tho  remainder  of  tb«  Bridi^  force 
on  the  npper  like^  and  aaye  an  incalonlable  aipann 
and  labor  to  the  GorarnnKirt.  On  the  motidiig  (^ 
Odr  anival,  I  heard  that  oar  namei)  wan  but  a 
riNrt  diwancefrom  tbi*  place,  and  iminadlatelr  de- 


ijiBtcbed  AD  expreM  to  tbe  offioan,  diracttng  them  to 
nw  all  poeiibla  daipitcb  in  galtiag  tbe  men  to  thia 
plan,  u  I  had  impoitut  t^M  to  pariono.  On 
their  arrival,  which  wa*  al>ont  12  o'clock,  I  dUcoveiw 
ad  that  they  had  only  twenty  pialoU,  and  neither 
entlama  nor  battle  ai»  \  bnt  on  appllcatioD  to  Oen- 
■rail  Smyth  and  Hall,  of  the  regnlan  and  militia,  I 
waa  nipplied  with  a  few  anna,  and  Qennral  Smyth 
waa  ID  good,  <n  my  reqneat,  a*  unntediately  to  de- 
tach fifty  men  fVam  iba  rwoUn,  aimed  with  mna- 
keta ;  hj  foor  o'clock,  in  the  aAemooo,  I  had  my 
men  aeUoted  and  atalioned  in  two  boati  wbioh  I  had 
iriooaly  prepATwl  fat  tha  porpoae ;  with  thoae  boat% 
men  in  each,  and  tmder  drcnmRanoM  very  di»- 
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craek,  at  one  o'clock  tha  fbUowing  mondng;  and  at 
three  I  «a*  aloagalda  the  *«aael«  ;  in  abont  ten  uln- 
ate*  I  had  the  priaonan  all  aaoored,  dM  tt^a^la 
ahaeted  home,  and  the  veaaala  nndei  w^;  nntiatu- 
ualaly  the  wind  wat  not  inffloIaDlly  atmng  to  get  ma 
up  Bgainit  ■  i^d  cnmnt  into  the  lalu,  lAare  1 
ondsntood  another  armed  twmI  lay  at  anchor,  and 
I  wa*  obliged  to  nm  down  tbe  rivef  by  tha  forti, 
nodsr  a  heavy  fire  of  roaud,  gr^M,  and  oanieter, 
fiom  a  nnmber  of  piecea  of  heavy  ordnance,  and  aev- 
eral  jdece*  of  fiying  artilleiy ;  waa  emnpiilled  to  an- 
obor  at  a  diatanc«  of  abont  four  hundred  yazda  from 
two  of  their  batteries  After  the  diwharg*  of  the 
fint  goD,  wliioh  wan  &om  the  flying  artiUeiy,  1  hanl* 
ed  to  the  abore,  and  obnrvwl  to  tbe  oSoer  that  if 
another  gun  waa  fired,  I  wooU  liting  Iha  priaoosn  on 
deck,  and  ezpoaa  them  to  the  &ta  we  ahoold  all 
ihaie;  bnt  notwiihataodiDg  they  diaregarded  the 
oantiDn,  conliiniiog  a  oooatant  and  daitniotive  fire, 
ope  angle  moment'*  lefiecEioa  determined  me  not  to 
commit  an  act  that  would  aabject  me  lo  tha  imputa- 
tion of  barbaritv.  Tlie  Caledonia  had  been  beached 
in  at  aafe  a  position  ai  the  circiunitancea  would  ad- 
mit of,  nnder  one  of  oar  batteriea  at  Black  Kock ;  I 
now  brought  all  tbe  guoa  of  the  Detroit  ou  one  aide, 
next  tlia  enemy,  atatieaed  the  man  at  them,  and  dl- 
ncted  a  fire,  which  wai  continued  aa  long  aa  our 
»TnmnTiirinn  lasted,  and  circnmitancei  pennitled. 
Daring  tbe  contaat,  I  endeavored  to  get  the  Delnnt 
on  oar  aide,  by  aeodlng  a  line  (there  being  no  wind) 
DD  then,  with  all  tbe  line  I  oonU  mnatar;  bnt  the 
eamot  being  M  Mnng  the  boat  oould  not  reach  die 
ahon.  I  than  banled  on  abore,  and  leqneaind  that 
waipa  ahonld  be  mad*  faat  on  the  land  and  aent  im 
heard,  the  attempt  to  do  which  again  proved  niElea*, 
Ai  die  fire  vaa  aooh  a*  woold,  in  all  probabihly,  link 
tbe  veaml  in  a  abort  time,  I  determined  to  drop  down 
the  river,  out  of  leaoh  of  tbe  batteriea,  and  make  a 
itand  agalnat  the  fiying  artillary.  I  aooordingly  cnt 
the  Mhle  and  made  aajl,  with  very  light  airs,  u>d  at 
that  inatant  diaoovered  that  tha  pilot  hod  abandoned 
ma.  I  droi^d  altera,  fbr  about  ten  ininntHn  when 
I  wai  brought  ap  on  oiur  ihore,  on  Sqoaw  Island ; 
sot  the  boarding  boat  made,  had  all  tbe  priaonera  pnt 
m  and  aent  on  ^re,  with  diiectioDg  for  tiie  offloer  to 
retora  for  me,  and  what  ptt^rty  wa  conld  get  fnon 
the  brig ;  be  did  not  letum,  owing  to  the  difficulty 
of  the  boa^a  getliag  aahore.  Diaoovering  a  akiff 
nnder  tho  ooontiir,  I  aent  the  four  tcmaining  prioonei* 
in  the  boat,  and,  with  my  officer,  I  weot  on  ahon  to 
bring  the  boat  (^;  ]  aaked  for  protection  to  tbe  brig 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Soott,  who  readily  gave  it ;  at 
tbia  moment  1  diaeovered  a  boat,  widi  about  forty 
■cd4wra,  boat  the  Rriliih  aida,  making  for  the  brig; 
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don  her,  with  ths  lam  afotaxtj  all  tMr  mM.  Dm- 
ing  tha  whoh  of  thli  Bomliig  both  iUai  of  tha  rirar 
kapt  np,  altamstaly,  a  oofutant  In  on  dn  bifg,  and 
to  nneh  iiijtind  bar  that  It  mi  impoadUB  to  ' 
Boated  bar.  Bafora  I  Isft  bar,  iha  had  noeI*«d  « 
■bo^  of  larga  ain.  In  bar  baiida,  bar  laila  in  >Ui«Dd^ 
and  bar  ri»^  all  oni  to  pieoaa.  To  107  offioan 
and  mao,  1  feol  under  gnat  obUgationa ;  to  C^laio 
Towfon,  and  liaatananl  Road),  tf  tha  aaoaod  n^- 
ment  of  artlUei? ;  EuJffnPnaHnaniOf  Aeinfaiittr; 
to  Conwliw  Chii4^  Hr.  John  MoComb,  Maaarib 
John  Towar,  Tbaiiat  DvriM,  Palw  OrcctMk*,  Jama 
Sloan,  laddant  gendemea  of  BnCdo^  Ite  A^  aoUlar 
asdMilor-likeeoDdDM]  bawc*d,aTai7ina>fec^rt 
with  thair  baarto  aolnatad  ontjl^Oa  intantt  lad 
hooorof  thdr  coontaj.  Tha  pritotMn  I  hava  tomad 
onr  to  dia  milltarr.  Tb*  D»»oil  mauntad  dx  di- 
poond  loi^  g'"!*;  '  oonunanding  lieutenant,  a  Ilea- 
tenant  oT  marinai,  a  boatiwaln  aul  euuwr,  and  fiftr- 
dx  men ;  aboat  thirt;  Amerkan  piuooara  (u  board ; 
mofket*,  piMoli,  nnd  battle-azai ;  la  boarding  bar,  I 
knt  one  man,  .otM  oSlcer  woondad ;  Hr,  John  C  Cnin- 
mmgi,  actinv  mid^ptnau,  a  baTooet  throng  tha 
kg ;  bii  oondilct  »■■  comet,  and  daaerrei  the  notioa 
Bf  tile  Depaitment. 

Tba  CBladonia  inoantad  two  nnall  gtmi,  bloadep- 
^ininrn,  piMoIi,  mnikcti,  nntlawra,  and  boarding  pla- 
toli;  tweln  man,  indoifing  ofioanj  Mnpriaooanan 
boaid ;  the  boat  boaidii^  bar,  ootDtDandad  l?  SalU^- 
maiter  Gcotko  Watu,  patfbnned  hia  do^  b)  a  maa- 
tari;  atrle ;  bnt  ona  man  killed  and  iipor  wmmded 
ba^r,  f  am  abald  uectaDr. 

I  ancloae  Ton  a  llat  of  tba  offlosn  and  men  engaged 
in  6i»  antanrin,  and  ain  a  riaw  of  the  lake  and 
iiT«r  In  the  diflbreot  titoatiao*  of  attack;  In  a  d^ 
or  two  I  ifaall  tarmzi  the  namai  cf  Uia  priaoDgiK 
The  Caledonia  bdongi  to  die  KorthwMt  Companj, 
laden  with  fbn,  wwth,  I  undentood,  two  htmdrad 
thoiuand  doUan. 

JESSE  D.  ELLIOTT. 

Hon.  Paul  Huouran, 

Stcrtlay  Iff  tha  JViuy, 

jUtataufK  EUiM  (o  tla  Statiay  iff  Oe  Navf. 
^LtoM.  BocE,  OeloUr  10,  181S. 

SiBi  In  mj  letter  of  jeatardaj'*  date,  I  atated  mj 
intandoD  to  enoloaa  to  job  a  1^  <£  tlw  offlccn  and 
nan  aogagad  with  ma  in  oqitniins  Hit  Brltannio  Ua- 
Jeaty'*  l»ig,  the  Detroit,  ud  mg  Caledonia.  Tlie 
iDCuaaDt  Bra  of  tlie  anamj,  and  toy  own  acoMant 
aagageoientt  tea  the  |«Dlac«ioti  of  tfaa  Taawla,  ooopal 
ina  to  poatpone  aandisg  tliat  liit  nntQ  anolbei  oppor- 
tnni^.  Lait  arening,  ItaTing  obMrved  an  intanoon, 
«n  the  part  of  the  eneay,  to  ramora  the  ardoaine  ud 
mHitaiT  Morei  with  which  tha  Detroit  wai  chatfpd,  I 
determined  at  ot>oe  to  ut  her  on  Gte ;  tlkaiebj'  to  pre- 
vent Imt  Iiaving  the  aid  of  maata  and  jardi  in  get- 
ting lur  gnna  into  Ixiati,  aba  lianng  Atb  tweba- 
ponnd  goni  in  lur  hidd,  and  mx  ^-poandvi  upon 
her  deck,  that  I  eoold  prapaia  iImu,  and,  with  taj 
MiloTs,  nmoTB  the  ordnanoa  during  HM  ni|di^  when 
nnobeened  bj  the  maaj.  Thaae  praparationi  I  am 
DOW  making,  and  •hall,  with  u  moch  eipedititni  ai 
potnUe,  continue  to  g«t  the  ordnanoe,  and  plaoa  it 
in  OUT  batterj,  ae  we  are  much  in  want — not  one 
piece  at  Black  Rook.  The  Caledonia  I  ban  pai^ 
toctlr  leoorered  from  the  wMtttj. 

I  UT*  the  Imuot  to  be,  with  gttat  reneet,  fto., 
JESSE  a  ELUOn. 


Limlemamt  EOiM  to  Cemmoim  Ckoaaov,  daal 
Buck  Bon,  Oaeber  10,  ISIl 
Sni;  Iltave  die  hoDOT  to  intern  Ton  Aat,<«lh 
motidng  of  the  0th  InMant,  two  Twwla,  nndn  BriU 
oolon,  came  down  Lake  Ena,  and  andioaadonderAa 
prottoHencf  Fort  Erie;  that,ou  tteaamed^jade- 
taelimaDt  of  mn  anirad  fhon  New  Yoik,  aocaoia- 
nied  bj  Sallli4;nu*t«»  Witti  and  Chiaaoo,  wilh  (DM 
majtcr^  matai  and  miiUiipanen ;  duU,  on  tha  am- 
ing  Allowing,  I,  with  two  boato  prenooalj  pRfiand 


lal  Uaitin,  and  four  wonaded — Actii^  lUiLi^ 

Jobn  C  Cnmminge,  John  GarUn^  Nathan  iiB- 

Ig,  Jenmia  Sardie,  and  John Tonn.    A>  tbmk 

not  a  pRAabtU^ofTanrnoeiTiu  tbia  ibortl/,  1  ban 

*>•  r«partinant  npon  Oi 


aalgaet,  a  oopj  of  which  I  encfen  for 
beg  Ton  will  not  haTe  oouoeiTed  me ' 
Au  attack.    I  ao"  '  "    "  "' 


■yonrpa 


eSoin  and  man  who  puAnned  ttiia  ■errice — lai 
and  all  did  their  ivtj.  Tba  eniign  of  the  Aitma  I 
win  aend  jon  at  an  eariy  opportnni^;  it  ii  at  fov 
dl«po«al  Hm  particnlan,  ai  it  reguda  tbe  riMelt, 
I  will  forward  jon  in  a  dnj  or  two ;  at  pnoent  I  aa 
mnch  engaged.    Ttlh  aantimeDta,  fm. 

P.  &  I  hare  na^^ected  meotiaoing  u  jon  ti« 
name*  of  tlu  naeeU  oaptored.  One.  Hia  TIiIIiimi 
U^fartT'i  brig,  "Hm  Detroit,'  fbcmeilTthe  Unkai 
StaW  brig  Xdanu;  the  other,  a  brig  bdo^^ti 
the  NorthwaM  CompanT,  loaded  with  Aiu,  ctJW 
tba  Caledonia. 


SacKETi^  Hunon,  OcMar  16, 1811 
Sia ;  I  have  great  pleaion  in  infonning  jaa  Oil 
bT  a  gentlemBn  wbo  amTed  here  jeaterday  aftarono^ 
&un  Bnffklo,  I  learn  that  Ijentenaot  EDiatt,  viA 
about  ■ic^aailon,  and  a  nnmbar  of  Tolonteer  milUi, 
out  oat  ftom  nndec  the  guna  cf  Fort  Erie,  on  tbe  li^ 
of  the  eth  iuitant,  the  brig  Adama  (lat^  nmodMW 
at  Detroit)  aatd  tbe  achooner  Caledoma,  la^  ailk 
pelnj,  Mid  to  be  mr  valitable ;  bnt,  in  nuof 
theaa  veeeela  (far  Black  Book,  tb^  both  gnmnde^ii 
■ooh  a  ritnattoQ  that  the  BiitiA  foctwa*  fiii^oa 
them,  whan  mj  infbnuaot  kft  then  onnid^ma- 
ing  iMtt,  It  waa,  bowenr,  belieTad  tha^  if  0^ 
ooold  not  be  got  of^  dtej  ooold  be  tattrijtL  t 
bowmer,  bepe  that  lieutenant  KUott  will  be  ibk  m 
■Bve  both  TelKti;  for,  aoeh  an  addition  to  ou  liNil 
fine  on  Lake  £ne,  at  tbli  time,  wonld  be  ionlaa- 
ble.  Liantenant  Elliott  deasrrea  modi  nin  fix  At 
promptnoM  with  which  he  eieonted  thi*  aariog;  m 
tba  tailon  had  only  anired  at  Blarck  Bodk  oa  Iki 
8th,  and  be  had  no  paitioalar  otden  bom  mt,  an^ 
to  hare  boat*  bail*  and  pr^aied  for  cnltiaggatlti 
Britiib  TOMela,  iAieh  I  knew  rendtaronaed  anr  Fat 
Erie.  If  Liautonant  Elliott  raooeedi  in  aariiaAt 
Adamt  and  CaMo^  I  think  that  we  dull  toMia 
tha  oommand  of  Lake  Etiabafota  Deocnber;  b^M 
to  tUi  Uk«^  I  bardlr  kiMw  what  to  nj,  aadnnkM 
not  a  dngla  pound  «f  powder,  noragno,  anindj<( 
and  I  can  make  no  oalonlatioQ  wbaa  any  wiD  uiia 
1  feel  quite  diacomaged,  and  aball  be  tempted  M>Mk 
the  anemT,  with  the  Oneida  alm^  if  die  gua  d*  iM 
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"Dm  Milor*  bkra  ftll  uiired  it  Ihdr  placai  cf  deitl- 
naliOD;  bvt  tlw  maiinea  have  not  amved.  I,  how- 
■nr,  bop*  to  no  them  to-day  er  ta~momnr. 

I  hava  the  hcoor  to  be,  ka. 

ISAAC  CHAXJNCET. 

Hon.  PAOL  H4MILTMT, 


Sackir's  Habbob,  CUofw  27,  1812. 

Sn :  I  have  Ox*  honor  of  eiictaaiiig  yoa  copiei  a{ 
two  lettan  rrom  Lisntenaut  Elliott  jpTing  an  aocoruit 
of  bit  having  cut  out  Gmm  mdeF  Ftirt  Erie,  on  take 
EiMj  in  k  moit  gallant  nuUmer,  two  Britidi  bngii 
the  Detroit  (late  Adam)  and  the  Caledonia.  The 
Detndt  ma  maimed  and  armed  h  a  man  of  var; 
the  Caledonia  belonged  to  tlw  Nntiiweit  Compat^, 
•ud  waa  loaded  with  pelti?. 

Nething  that  I  can  i^,  mors  than  I  have  already 
Mid  in  a  Ibnuer  oomMnnioadoti  ^on  &it  MUaot, 
wfll  add  to  the  endit  it  Umtmant  ElUott,  and  the 
nllaiit  officer*  and  men  who  aooompanled  him.  The 
ming  qNiaki  for  ilaelf,  and  will,  1  am  am,  be  duly 
■ppradated  hj  sU  who  m^  1wt«  mf  Mm  of  me 

ilillt  iilrlm  IliaC  liii  liail  ni  n lei,  inni  aiillh^  jni 

HBBoa  of  theae  Teuela    I  hare  the  honor  to  lie,  tea. 
ISAAC  CBAUNCET. 

Hod.  Path.  HjutiJiTos, 

Stcrtlaty  <f  lit  Ifmji, 


Si> :  In  auwer  to  jonr  note,  reqnesdng 
general  deaoription  of  the  iimament  and 
board  at  the  time  of  die  e^ttnrecf  the  Adami,  and 
the  pmbable  nmnbsrof  men,'  T  can  state  tfaat  I 
•aOed  ii-om  Maiden  in  tlie  Adims,  and  anived  «t 
Fort  Erie  on  the  mondng  preceding  &e  ni^it  in 
whkA  foa  eaptOMd  dut  Teanl.  Ileftberiuthe 
aftwnooo,  and  mwwd  in  ber  boat  to  BoAk^  with  a 
Itag.  When  Ileft  the  Adamt,  (he  bad  on  baud  five 
goat  notmted,  (di  and  fonr  ponudeii,)  and  liz  long 
Iwritee  in  bar  hold.  She  had  abo  on  board  a  qoan- 
li^  of  powdor  and  hall,  and  a  number  of  boxa*  of 
mna^ii.  I  am  not  able  to  itate,  i^  my  owa  knowl- 
edge,  the  nomber  of  rtand  of  aim^  bat  I  hare  been 
InfiBined  that  neariy  all  the  anni  taken  at  Detndt 
wei«  on  Iward ;  If  Aat  waa  the  tUA,  the  nomber 
mnit  han  been  two  thoneaDiL  The  nomber  of  the 
ervw  that  I  Ut  on  (Nard  oonld  not  mr  mnoh  fimn 
■fcB^,  and  the  munbar  of  Amerioan  pnwMn  aboQt 
tUitr,  inelodiiM  time  ^een.  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  fto.  HABBia  H.  HICKHAN. 

*  Uant.  D,  Eujorr,  U.  B.  Nat). 

Navt  Eteumzn,  (Mtobtr  17,  IBIS. 
StB :  I  have  recalred,  with  great  tati Action,  roar 
coDunTmioatlaii  of  the  ninth  Instant^  and  hiTO  been 
d^red  bj  tbe  Pieddent  of  the  United  Statei  to  retdra 
to  jon,  and  through  jon  to  tbe  oficen  and  men  nndsr 
jgqr  commmd,  in  the  e^editiim  to  Fort  Erfa^  wUoh 
terminated  to  die  gloiy  of  the  Amerlowi  aniu,  hit 
pwlioolar  thaoka.    I  am,  wlA  great  lenot,  fte. 
FACL  HAlOLTOK. 
P.  S,  You  haring  abitalnad  fimn  folfilUng  jwa 
t-a — .jqq  (Ijij  j^qij  would  expoee  joor  prlionen  to 
Binj'*  fiie,  ii  hi^ily  apprvred. 
■  D.  EUJOTT,  Eaq., 


DSBATSS  OF  CONGRESS. 

CamHnff  BUamvl  Vdu. 


C3*un 


TUSSDAT,  Jknuaiy  36. 

Si»u>n  to  BuU.  Deattur,  Jmti,  and  SUiott, 
The  amendment  to  tbe  Joint  resolution  rela- 
tive to  tbe  brilliant  achievemeitta  of  CnptdiiB 
Boll,  DecBtnr,  and  Jones,  baying  been  reported 
by  the  committee  carreotij  engrosaed,  the  reso- 
Intion  WM  rend  a  third  time  as  amended ;  and 
the  title  thereof  tu  amended,  to  read  as  fol- 
lows: "A  reaolntion  relative  to  the  brilliant 
achievemeata  of  Oaptaina  Hall,  Deoatnr,  Jones, 
and  lientenBDt  Elliott." 

Boohed,  That  this  reedation  paot  with 
amendmealo. 

Fbidat,  Febmary  B. 

June  Bbows,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 

State  of  Louisiana,  m  the  plaoe  of  John  Noel 

DetrehKD,  resignea,  prodoced  his   credentials, 

was  qnalifled,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Sraiate. 

TuiSDAT,  Febmary  9, 
Tbe  oradentiala  of  Chadkoit  Ooodbioh,  ap- 

Sointed  a  Senates  by  the  L^isletore  of  tha 
tate  of  OonnaoUoat  for  the  term  of  eiz  yean, 
conunencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March  next, 
were  read,  and  laid  on  file.     - 


WannKBfiAT,  Febmary  10. 
(Anting  EUetoral  VoU*. 

Honse  of  BepreientA- 
tiveis  informed  the  Sctutethat  the  Honae  agree 
to  the  report  of  the  Jcdnt  oommittee  i^pointed 
to  asoertain  and  report  a  mode  of  examining 
the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  President  of 
tbe  United  St^ee^  and  of  noti^rlng  tbe  persons 
elected  of  their  election,  and  have  app<^ted 
Mesirs.  Maoo^  and  Tallkadoi,  tellms,  on  th^ 
part. 

Ordtnd,  That  Hr.  Franeur  he  appointed  » 
toller  (rf  the  ballots  Ibr  Prerident  and  "Vloe 
Pnridcotttf  tfae  United  ataUs,  on  tbe  part  of 
the  Senate,  In  i4aea  of  Mr.  Qaillabd,  absent 
fMm  indicpoimou. 

A  meMige  tttna  the  Howe  <tf  ReNeeenta- 
tJves  in&rmed  the  Swato  that  the  House  is 
now  ready  to  attend  tbe  Senate  In  opening  the 
oertiflcatee  and  oonnting  tbe  votes  ot  tbe  Eleo- 
tors  <tf  the  several  Bt^ea,  in  the  choice  of  a 
Preddent  and  Yioe  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  pnmanoe  of  the  resolution  of  the 
two  Hoosee  of  Oot^ren ;  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  will  be  introduced  to  the 
Sbeaker'a  ObiJr,  by  the  Speaker  of  tbe  House 
of  R^reaentatlvet. 


lives'  Chamber,  and  the  oertlflcateB  <^  the  Eleo- 
tors  of  the  several  States  were,  by  tbe  'PnA- 
dent  of  tbe  Senate,  opened  and  delivered  to  the 
teller*  wpoLnted  for  the  pnrpoae,  who,  having 
examined  and  Bsoertaioed  tbe  Bomber  of  votes, 
presented  a  list  thereof  to  the  President  ot  tbe 
Senate^  which  waa  read,  aa  fallows ; 
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New  Eunpihitc    - 


1S8    SB   181      S8 


The  whole  number  of  Totee  being  Si?,  of 
which  109  makes  a  mqjorit; :  Jims  Hadiboit 
had  for  President  at  the  United  States  138 
Totes,  and  EuBmaE  Qebbt  had  for  Vice  Pres- 
ident  of  the  United  Stales  181  votes : 
'  WhereapoD,  die  Preaident  ot  the  Senate  de- 
clared Jauu  IfADiBOK  elected  Freadent  of  the 
United  States  for  fonr  jears,  oommencing  with 
the  fiinrth  daj  of  Maroh  neit,  and  Elbbidoi 
QiBST,  Vice  President  of  the  Unit«d  States, 
for  fonr  Tears,  commendngon  the  fonrth  dajr 
of  March  next. 

The  votes  of  the  Electors  were  then  deliv- 
ered to  the  Seoretarj  of  the  Senate ;  the  two 
Eonsee  of  Oonffress  separated,  and  the  Senate 
retnrned  to  their  own  Chamber ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, Bi^oiiTned. 

Thuksdat,  FebroaiT  11. 
Viet  Fnrident  BUU. 

On  motion,  b;  Mr.  F&uieuk, 

Eeioleed,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  oanse  to  be  transmitted 
to  Elbbidok  Gesst,  Esq,  of  Massachosetts, 
Vice  President  elect  of  the  United  BUIm,  noti- 
floation  of  his  election  to  that  office,  and  that 
the  President  of  the  Senate  do  make  and  sign 
a  certiSoate  in  the  words  fidlowing,  to  wit : 

"Bt  it  flueted,  That  tb«  Senate  mnd  Honu  of 
BepreseDtatlTei  i^  the  United  Statea  of  AmsricB, 
beinK  oonvened  at  tiie  citj  tl  Wsdungton,  on  tbe  aeo- 
ond  Wednesdaf  of  Febraarr,  In  the  year  of  enr  Lord 
one  tboDsuid  cjghl  hondTed  andlhirteeo,  the  aoder- 
written  Preodent  of  the  Senate,  pro  temp<se,  did,  in 
the  pnnnae  of  the  uid  Senate  and  Home  oTBepre- 


•enlatfTM,  <^a  all  tbe  eeftificatee  and  ocodC  aH  (be 
<rat«  oTlba  Elecbm  (rr  a  Pnodent  and  Vice  Pi«b- 
dant  of  the  United  Sutei ;  wherwipcm  it  tmimmk 
that  Jaiigs  MAnsoN,  of  Tnginia,  bad  a  mjant^  tt 
tlM  Totei  oT  the  Eleeum  ai  Piendent,  and  Elbbid^ 
Gcaai.  of  Hanachneetta,  lud  a  nuqvi^  rf  tbe 
Toteiof  the  Electors  as  Vice  Prendent ;  ^  all  vbi^ 
it  appear*  that  Jahxs  "*"«"■  of  VuginiB,  baa  beea 
dnl7  elected  Prenden^  and  ELBBiDoa  G^wr,  rf 
MaesBchoBelta,  liai  been  dnly  elected  Tioe  Prpwimt 
oTthe  United  !5tatai,  aaceably  to  tbe  enMtitatia^ 

"  In  witDBB  wbenii^I  hare  beiewith  eatBij  faaad 
and  caiued  tbe  leal  of  tbe  Saaale  to  be  aSxed,  du 
daj  of  Febnu»7,  1818." 

And  that  the  President  of  tbe  SaiBt«  do 
canse  the  oertificiates  aforeeiud  to  be  laid  t>efen 
tbe  President  of  tbe  United  Statea,  with  tius 
resolution. 

MoNDAT,  Febraarr  28. 
Capture  and  I)e»trvcti<m  qf  the  Jofo. 
Tbe  following  UesBage  was  ree^ved  from  0» 
PnarocKT  of  tkb  Dirmi>  Staiib: 

7^  tk  Sem^t  and  Btma  of 

R^mtmaUva  of  Ike  Uaimd  Staba  .- 

I  Uj  befbie  Congreu  a  letter,  with  aecompanjiBr 
doODmeiitft,  ftom  Captua  Bainbrtdge,  nor  ooDunaod- 
ing  tba  United  States'  frigate,  tbe  Conatitntioo,  i»- 
pnting  hi>  eaptora  and  deitmotioa  of  the  Bri&t 
frigate,  tbe  Java.  The  CLicnnutanoet  and  dte  iine 
of  thia  combat,  affi>rd  another  example  of  tbe  pn»- 
buioDBl  ikill  uid  heroic  ^iiit  wbich  prerail  In  as 
naval  Mrvice.  The  agnal  displaj  of  both,  bj  Cap- 
tain Biiubridge,  bil  a&an,  and  ctev,  commud  Aa 
bigbert  praiae. 

Tbia  being  a  noond  fDltBDCe  in  wbloh  the  coaidi- 
tiou  of  tiie  capCnrad  ship,  b;  readeriag  it  imtnanbl* 
to  get  her  into  port,  haa  barred  a  oootain[dated  le- 
vaid  of  aacceasFnl  valor,  I  recommend  to  Ae  ccb- 
^deration  of  CoDgreu  tba  eqni^  and  propriety  of  a 
g«Deral  [ooviuon,  allowing,  in  aocb  caaes,  both  paA 
and  ftiture,  a  fair  proportion  <^  tbe  vilne  whicb 
vonld  aeenie  to  tb«  captraa,  on  the  aaie  arriTal  and 
■ale  of  the  priie. 

JAMES  HADlSOIt. 

Fbdbuabt  2S,  181S. 

The  Mesaage  and  accompanying  documents 
were  read,  and  referred  to  tbe  committee  ap- 
pointed the  &th  of  November,  who  have  under 
oonBideratioD  the  naval  a&ira  of  the  United 
States^  to  consider  and  retort  thereon. 

TnxsDAT,  Febrcary  2S. 

NaturaUud  Oitvm*  Claiming  Preteeti&iL 

Mr.  Lkib  presented  the  memorial  of  a  number 

of  inhabitanu  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Phila- 

dflpbia,  stating  that  tbej  are  natives  of  the 

United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 

and  dtiiens  of  tbe  United  States  hj  adopti«»{ 

and  that,  bf  a  late  proclamatioo,  iaaned  b;  the 

Prince  Regent  of  aaid  Eiogdom,  the  penalty  of 

death  is  denonnced  against  snch  of  the  nauni 

bom  subjects  thereof  as  shall  adhere  or  give  aid 

the  United  States,  thereby  snbjectine  tbeu 

the  punishment  for  treason  against  sain  £kig> 
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dom  whenever  the  United  States  shaU  call  Qpon 
them  to  tak«  part  In  the  esiBting  -wkr,  a 
pr&ving  BDch  proririon  for  th«ir  protection 
the  wudom  of  Oougresa  tnaj  dictate ;  and  the 
memorial  was  read. 

Six  o'eloei  in  th»  mening, 

Hm  Senate  nrooeeded  to  conuder  tbe  resola- 
tion  ftota  tiie  Hoiue  of  BepregeDtaUvefl,  for  the 

Spoiobnent  of  a  Joint  oiHiuaittee  to  wait  on 
9  Present  of  the  United  Ht&tea,  and  uotifj 
kim  of  the  intended  reeeu,  and  ooncorred  there- 
in ;  and  l^sra.  Yabsvu  and  Oailubd  were 
appointed  the  OMamittee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Tuxm  reported,  from  the  eommittee, 
that  they  bad  waited  on  the  Frerident  of  the 
>  United  Stales,  who  informed  them  that  he  had 
no  further  commnnications  to  make  to  the  two 
HooMe  of  Congress.  Whereupon,  the  Preeident 
■djonmed  the  Senate  to  meet  on  the  fimrth 
Uondaf  in  May  next. 

INADGITEAL    BPEEOH. 

FHtHlie  Natioiial  JnUOigtnesro/  XarA  8,  ISIS. 

Yesterdaj  being  the  da;  on  which  oommenced 
tbe  second  term  of  Ur.  Uadison's  re-election  to 
the  Preddenoj,  be  took  tbe  oath  to  support  the 
Oonstitution  of  the  United  States,  administered 
to  him  bj  Chief  Jnetioe  KarBhall,  in  the  pres- 
enoe  of  manj'  members  of  Congress,  the  Jodgea 
of  tbe  Snpreme  Court,  the  foreign  Ministora, 
and  B  great  conconrse  of  ladies  and  gentlemen. 
The  President  wss  esoortetl  to  tbe  Capitol  by  the 
cavalry  of  tbe  District,  and  received,  on  his  ap- 
proach to  it,  by  the  several  volnntoer  oorpe  of 
this  city,  Georgetown,  and  Alexandria,  drawn 
np  in  line  for  the  purpose.  Previous  to  taking 
the  oath  in  the  Chamber  of  the  House  of  Sep- 
r«Eientativee,  the  President  delivered  the   fol- 


Abont  to  add  the  solemnity  of  an  oath  to  the 
obligations  imposed  by  a  second  call  to  the  sta- 
tion in  which  my  country  heretofore  placed  me, 
I  ftnd,  in  tbe  presence  of  this  respectable  assem- 
bly, an  opportunity  of  publicly  repeating  my 
profonnd  sense  of  so  distmgnished  a  confidence, 
and  of  the  rwpMiubility  united  with  it.  The 
impressions  on  me  are  strengthened  by  such  an 
evidence,  that  my  &ithfal  endeavors  to  dis- 
charge my  ardnousdnties  have  been  favorably 
estimated ;  and  bj  a  consideration  of  the  mo- 
mentous period  at  which  the  trust  has  been  re- 
newed. From  the  weight  and  magnitude  now 
bebnginstoit,  I  should  be  compelled  to  shrink, 
if  I  had  less  reliance  on  the  support  of  an  en- 
lightened and  generous  people,  snd  felt  lees 
deeply  a  convidiun,  that  tbe  war  with  a  power- 
ful nation,  which  forms  so  prominent  a  feature 
in  our  ntnatioD,  is  stamped  with  that  Justice, 
which  invitcfl  Uw  ndles  ot  Heaven  on  the 


means  of  conducting  it  to  a  saooeasfal  tenninv 
tion. 

May  we  not  cherish  this  sentiment,  without 
presumption,  when  we  reflect  on  the  characters 
by  whiob  this  war  was  distingnished ! 

It  was  not  deolated  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  nntil  it  had  been  long  made  on  them,  in 
reality  though  not  in  name ;  until  argument* 
and  expostnlations.bad  been  exhausted  ;  until  a 
positive  declaration  had  lieen  received,  that  tbe 
wrongs  provoking  it  would  not  be  discontinued ; 
nor  until  this  last  appeal  oonld  no  longer  be  de- 
layed without  breaking  down  tbe  spirit  of  the 
nadon,  dertroyiDg  all  eoDfidenoe  in  itself  and  in 
its  political  iiutitntioas,  and  either  perpetuating 
a  state  of  diagraoeful  enfibrinft  or  reguning,  by 
more  costly  sacfUioee  and  more  severe  stmggleB, 
onr  loat  rank  and  respect  among  indepradent 

On  tbe  issne  of  the  war  are  staked  our  nation- 
al sovereign^  on  the  high  seas,  and  the  security 
of  an  important  das*  of  citizens,  whose  occn- 
padons  give  tbe  proper  valne  to  those  of  every 
other  clus.  Not  to  contend  ibr  sach  a  stake, 
is  to  surrender  our  eqooUty  with  other  powers 
on  the  element  common  to  all,  and  to  violatA 
the  sacred  title  which  every  member  of  the  so- 
ciety has  to  its  protection.  I  need  not  oall  into 
view  the  unlawfulness  of  the  practice  by  which 
onr  manners  are  forced,  at  the  will  of  every 
cruiring  officer,  from  their  own  vessels  into 
foreign  ones,  nor  paint  the  outrages  inseparable 
from  it.  The  proofs  are  in  the  records  of  each 
sncoeesive  administration  of  oar  Government; 
and  tbe  cruel  sufikings  of  that  portion  of  the 
people  have  fonod  their  way  to  every 
""''  *~  the  sympathies  of  boman 


bosom  not  dud  t 


As  tbe  war  was  jnst  in  its  origin,  and  neces- 
sary and  noble  in  itsobjecta,  we  can  reflect  with 
a  proud  satisfaction,  ttuit,  in  carrying  it  on,  no 
principle  of  Justice  or  honor,  no  usage  of  civil- 
ized nations,  no  precept  of  ooortesy  or  human- 
ity have  bean  InMnged.  Tbe  war  has  been 
waged  on  our  part  with  sorupalous  regard  to 
aU  these  obligations,  and  in  a  spirit  of  liberality 
which  was  never  surpassed. 
'  How  littie  has  been  the  efibct  of  tliis  example 
on  the  oonduot  of  the  enemy  1 

They  have  retained  as  prisoners  of  war  dti- 
zena  of  the  United  States,  not  liable  to  be  so 
conudered  under  the  usages  of  war. 

They  have  refused  to  comdder  as  prisoners  of 
war,  and  threatened  to  punish  as  traitors  and 
deserters,  persons  emigrating,  without  restraint^ 
to  the  United  States ;  incorporated,  by  nabiral- 


open  and  honorable  war,  for  the  n 
of  its  rights  and  safety.  Such  is  the  avowed 
pnrpose  of  a  Government  which  is  in  the  prao- 
tice  of  naturaliong,  by  thousands,  citizens  of 
other  countries,  and  not  only  of  permitting,  but 
compelling,  them  to  fight  its  battles  against 
their  native  counti?. 

They  have  not,  it  is  troe,  taken  into  th^  own 
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hftndi  the  hatch«t  and  the  kaite,  devoted  t 
disoriminate  ■ruuMun'e ;  bat  thej  have  let  loose 
the  BSTages,  armed  with  thcM  cruel  instni- 
nenti ;  have  aLUnred  them  into  their  serriot^ 
■nd  aarried  them  to  battle  b?  their  ridea,  Mger 
to  ^nt  their  savage  thlrvt  with  the  blood  of  the 
TanqnUhed,  and  to  finish  the  work  of  torture 
and  death  on  m^med  and  defenoeleee  ooptivea : 
•nd,  what  was  never  before  seen,  Britbdk  (xnt- 
manders  have  extorted  victorj  over  the  nn- 
conqoerable  valor  of  onr  troope,  bj  preaeoting 

to  Uie  sympathy  of  their  chief  awaidng  : 

■acre  firom  their  uvaeeaaBodates. 

And  now  we  And  them,  in  finther  contempt 
of  the  modes  of  honm^bla  warflve,  anjqdjing 
the  place  c^  a  c<Hiqneruig  foroe,  by  attsmpta  to 
disorganize  our  political  sodety,  to  dimaBbea' 
oar  oonfederatad  Repnblio.  Happly,  tike  othen, 
'  theae  will  recoU  on  the  aathors  ■  bnt  they  mark 
the  degeoerate  oovnsels  ftvm  which  they  ema- 
nate ;  and  if  tbey  did  not  beltrng  to  a  auiea  of 
miexampled  inoooaietendea,  might  ezdte  the 
greater  wonder,  as  proceeding  from  a  Govern- 
ment which  foooded  the  very  war  in  whioh  it 
has  been  so  long  engaged,  on  a  charge  againat 
the  diHorganiiiing  and  insurrectional  pcJicj  of 
Its  adversary. 

To  render  the  Joatioe  of  the  war  on  onr  part 
the  more  oonapioaonL  the  relnotanoe  to  com- 
mence it  was  followed  by  the  earKeat  and  strong- 
Mt  manifeatations  of  a  disposition  to  arrest  its 
progress.  The  sword  waa  soarcalj  ont  of  tlie 
scabbard,  before  the  enemy  was  apprised  of  the 
reasooabie  terms  on  which  it  would  be  reeheath- 
ed.  Btill  more  precise  advanoea  were  repeated, 
and  have  been  received  In  a  spirit  forbidding 
every  relianoe  not  placed  on  the  military  re- 
•onroM  of  the  nation. 


These  reaooroes  are  amply  suffidcmt  to  braig 
the  war  to  an  honwvble  iasoe.  Oar  natioo  i^ 
in  nnmlw,  more  than  half  that  of  the  BtitiA 
isles.  It  is  oompoaed  of  a  btave,  a  free,  a  vir- 
tnona,  and  an  intelligent  pe<q4e.  Oar  eonntiy 
abounds  in  the  neoeesaries,  the  art^  and  tin 
comforts  of  life.  A  general  proeperity-  ia  Tib- 
bie in  ttiepDblio  couitenanoe.  The  nMsna  cat- 
ployed  by  the  British  Cabinet  to  nndmniBe  i^ 
have  recoiled  on  themsdves ;  have  ^ven  to  ov 
aatloiud  bcnItieB  a  more  rapid  developa^nt; 
and  dralpiu  or  drrerling  the  pndoM  mntali 
from  British  dnolalion  and  Britiab  vaalta,  ben 
ponred  tbem  into  thoae  of  the  D^ted  StstiK 
It  is  a  pnqdtiona  oodriderMionj  that  an  imftToid- 
able  war  •boold  have  fbnnd  this  seasosaUe  b- 
dlilj  fbr  the  oontriholicKui  raqrirad  to  anpfort 
IL  When  the  pablio  voice  called  fbr  war,  ^ 
knew  and  stall  know,  that  without  tbcm  it 
oonld  not  be  carried  mi  throti^  the  p^^od 
which  it  roi^it  last;  and  the  patriotieBa,  the 
good  sane,  and  the  manly  qnrit  of  oar  fellow- 
citizena,  are  pledgee  for  the  duxiAilnean  witk 
which  they  wiU  bear  eadiluH  share  of  tba  oom- 
mra  bnr&n.  To  render  the  war  short,  mi 
its  sBooeM  eore,  viimat«d,  and  mtematia  ezer- 
tiona  akoe  are  neoetsary ;  ana  the  sacceaa  <d 
onr  aims  now  m«y  long  preeerve  onr  ootmtiT 
fh>m  the  neoerity  of  another  resort  to  them. 
Already  have  the  gallant  esplnts  of  onr  nnTnl 
heroes  proved  to  tbe  world  oar  inherent  tsuf*- 
city  to  m^ntain  onr  rights  on  one  demmt-  If 
the  repntatioo  of  onr  arms  has  been  thrown 
ander  donds  on  the  other,  presaging  flaahea  ef 
heroic  enterprise  aseore  ns  that  nothing  is  want- 
ing to  correqMndent  bimnpha  there  alao^  bat  the 
dudpline  and  habits  which  an  in  d^y  pr 
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TWELFTH  COKGRESS.-SECOND  SESSION. 


PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 


MoNVAT,  November  9, 1613. 

This  being  the  Aaj  appointed  bj  law  for  the 

meetjog  of  Congress,  the  follawing  membere  of 

the  Hotue  of  Bepresentatiree  appeared,  and 

took  their  seats,  to  wit : 

fhm  Nm  Hampthirt — Samuel  Dintmoor,  Obsd 
Halt,  ami  J<dm  A.  Harper. 

Fr<m  JfutadliiKtt*— Abijah  Bigelov,  Elijah  Brig- 
bun,  Rkhaid  Cott*,  Wm.  EI7,  Ii^ah  L.  Oieen, 
Ebtneier  Saavsr,  Willuun  H.  Ridurdwn,  Charlna 
Tnnwr,  Jr.,  Laban  Wbeaton,  Lronard  Wbile,  Wm. 
Widgeij. 

nmt  RlLodt  Tdand—KiAiaxi  Jacknn,  jr. 

Fnm  Coattretienl — Epaphroditai  Chunpioo,  John 
Danaport,  jr.,  LTinan  IJiv,  ud  Jonathan  0.  Hoaelj, 

Avn  Vtrmoul — Martin  Chittendeo,  Wm.  Strong. 

/Vim  Am  Fvrli — Duunl  Atsi;,  Harmanoi  Bleeck- 
«T,  Jamei  Emott,  Aia  Filcb,  Sam.  L.  HiCchill,  Beu- 
'  1  PoDd,  Tbomaa  Sammrau,  PUrre  Van  Qort- 


fivt  }few  JcTKjr — Adam  Boji,  Lswii  Coodict, 
Jacob  Hnf^,  and  Thomas  Newbold. 

Bobcrt  Brown,  William  Cnwford,  WUlam  FindU/, 
Abnar  Lsoock,  Aaron  Lylc,  Jonathan  Robertt^  Wm. 
Bodnun,  Adam  Sejbert,  John  Smilie,  Gao.  Smith, 
and  Robert  WhitohilL 

From  Marybwid — StaTeima  Archer,  Charles  Go1d«- 
loron^  Jomph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key,  Peter  Little, 
Aloiaoder  HcKhn,  Samnel  ffinggold,  Philip  Stnart, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

fhm  Viyiwa—Joim  Baker,  Bnrwell  BaMett, 
Ualthew  Cfa;,  John  Dawnn,  Thomu  Gholaon, 
Fatanon  Goodwyn,  Aflett  Ha*rei,  JoMph  Lewie,  jr., 
William  McCoy,  Hngh  Nelson,  Thomaa  NewtOD, 
Jamei  FleaMUita,  jr.,  uid  John  Roane. 

Fron  Kartk  CarDrino— 'Willie  Alston,  jr.,  Wniioin 
Blaekledge,  Heshack  Franldin.  Nath^el  Maoon, 
Archib^  HcBrjdcs  and  Joseph  Peanon. 

From  Btttk  UwoJiM— WilUam  Bntler,  John  C. 
Calhann,  Eliaa  Earle,  WUUam  Lowndes,  Tbos.  Uoore, 
and  Biobard  Wjmi. 

Fnm  (TMtyia— William  W.  Bibb,  Oeo.  If.  Tnmp. 

F^om  Kmtmif — Hemr  Clay,  Sptaitr,  Joseph 
Dtiha,  and  StipbMl  Ormiij. 

Aoi*  ItwKsM*— FeiiK  Gnrndy,  John  Bhea,  and 
John  Sevier. 

/>sn  dtw— Jeremiah  Morrow. 

From  tndiaaa  Territory — Jona.  Jennii^  Dtitgatt, 

A  qnontm,  consisting  of  s  mtyority  of  tbe 
whole  Honee,  beipg  preheat,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  Clerk  do  acqnaint  tlia  Senate  tberewith. 
You  IT^-a7 


On  rnotdon  of  Ur.  Dawsoit,  a  committee  wu 
appointed  on  the  part  of  theHousa,  joiotly  with 
eocheommittMasmaybe  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  Preaident  of  the 
Dnited  StAteg,  aod  inform  bim  that  a  qoorum  <^ 
the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  re- 
oeive  any  eommnnioation  he  may  be  pleased  to 
make  to  them. 

Mr.  SAwsoaand  Mr.  Bleboztb  were  appoint- 
ed the  committee  on  the  part  ttf  the  House. 

TcxBDAT,  November  3. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  From  Massa- 
ohasetts,  Fbuiois  Oabr;  from  OoDoecticnt, 
TiuoTHT  PiTEiir,  Jr. ;  from  Vermont,  Samubi. 
Shaw;  from  JJew  York,  AstWAH  Hxtoalf, 
Silas  Stow,  and  Usi  Tbaot  ;  from  PennsvlTa- 
nia,  JoHK  U.  Utkbma!i;  f^m  Virginia,  Jobs 
Sxim,  and  Thohas  Wilbon  ;  from  Korth  Caro- 
lioa,  RioHABD  Stantobd  ;  from  S.  Carolina, 
Lahqdoh  Chevw,  and  David  B.  Wiluaus; 
and,  from  Kentnckj,  Riohabd  M.  JoaKSOK, 
appeared,  and  took  their  aeata. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  tbe 
House  that  a  qnomm  of  the  Senate  is  assembled, 
and  ready  to  proceed  to  baBinesa,  Theybaveap- 
~  "ted  a  committee  on  their  part,  JoiDtly  with 
nmmittee  on  the  part  of  this  Ilonse,  to  in- 
form the  President  of  tbe  United  States  that  a 
qnomm  of  tbe  two  Houses  li  assembled,  and 
ready  to  receive  any  commuuioations  be  ma^ 
be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

Mr.  Dawboit,  from  tbe  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  President  of  tbe  United 
States,  reported  that  the  committee  had  per- 
formed the  service  as^gned  to  them,  and  that 
the  President  answered  that  he  would  make  a 
communication  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congreaa 
to-morrow  at  13  o'clock. 

And  tlien  the  House  adjourned. 

Wedhzsdat,  November  i. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  From  Ver- 
mont, Jameb  Fise  ;  from  North  Carolina,  Vu. 
R.  'Essa  and  Ibbasl  Pickens  ;  from  Georgia, 
Boixmo  Hall  ;  and  from  Eentncky,  Atrvaotn 
New,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

A  Measage  was  received  from  the  PBEsiDEire 
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H.  or  B.] 

OF  THB  Ckitid  St*ti8.  (For  which,  see  Senate 
proce«iliugB  of  thia  date.  anU,  pase  587.] 

Thp  Message  having  been  re«a  was  referred, 
with  the  docnmeote  acconipvi;iiig  it,  to  the 
Oommittee  of  th«  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
thei^mQa. 

TmntsDAT,  KoTemberE. 
CtnutitulMm  ami  the  Owrriere. 

Mr.  Dawboh  rose  and  aud : — Mr.  Bpesker,  T 
take  thia  early  moment  to  present  to  jon  a  re- 
Bolntion  which  I  feel  pleaaare  and  pride  in  be- 
lieving will  meet  the  general  Bpprol)aliou,  not 
onij  of  this  House,  but  of  the  naticHi. 

The  Preadent  of  the  Dnit^  StatM,  in  his 
Message,  which  was  read  on  yesterd*?,  haa,  in 
tenas  eloquent  and  appropriate,  made  mention 
<^  an  eogagement  which  has  t«ken  place  be- 
tween an  American  frigate  and  one  of  His  Bri- 
tannic Majesty's,  which  has  rendered  to  the 
officen  and  crew  of  onr  frigate  that  justice 
which  they  so  jnatly  merited  ;  an  engagement 
in  which  American  tars  have  proven  to  the 
world,  that  when  commanded  by  officers  of 
■kill,  valor,  and  fidelity,  they  are  capable  of 
CODUnding  with,  and  of  vanqaishiag,  those  of 
any  nation  on  the  earth,  npoa  any  element — 
even  on  that  element  where  British  skill  has  so 
justly  acquired  so  much  celebrity,  and  that  tlie 
American  flag,  when  authorized  by  the  consti- 
tnted  anlhorities  of  our  coantry,  will  command 
respect  on  the  high  road  of  nations.  Far,  very 
t»i  be  it  trom  me  to  boast — it  ill  becomes  an  in- 
dividaal  or  a  nation,  and  is  never  the  conoomi- 
taot  of  trae  courage  ;  bnt  on  the  present  occa- 
don  it  seems  to  me  proper  that  we  should  ex- 
press our  sentiments — oar  feelings,  and  thereby 
the  feelings  of  the  nation.  I  ^all,  therefore, 
without  further  comment,  offer  yon  the  follow- 
ing resolntion,  observing  that  the  facts  stated 
have  been  ascertained  at  the  proper  department, 
and  the  proo&  are  on  my  table : 

Raolvtdbs  tht  Seaalt  and  Sixt  ^  Reprfmlatira 
tf  tAe  UnUd  Slata  <f  Amnica  »  CoHgre—  aamilad. 
That  the  Piradeut  of  Ihs  United  SUCaa  be,  and  ha  i* 
heraby,  reqaested  to  preaent,  in  the  nama  of  CoDgrsH, 
to  CaptMii  Isaac  Hall,  a  gold  medal,  with  soiCalile 

emblatni  and  devicsi;    and  that  the  mun  of 

thoDiand  dollara  be,  sod  the  lama  ii  hereby,  appio- 
priatod,  to  be  dirtribnted  at  priia  money  to  ths  offi- 
cers and  creir  of  Che  United  States'  frigate  the  Con- 
•dtutioii,  of  forty-fbnr  guna,  ace»rdiiig  to  the  prori- 
Doni  of  tbe  act  for  the  better  govemmeDt  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  Stales  ;  in  testimony  of  the  high 
mue  entertained  by  Congreu  of  the  gallantry,  good 
conduct,  and  tervicen  of  Csptain  Hall,  the  officers, 
and  crew,  of  the  said  frigate  Constitution,  in  attack- 
ing, vaoquiahing,  and  capturing  the  British  frigate 
the  Guairiere,  moonting  fiitf-foar  carriage  enua, 
thereby  eibibiling  an  example  highly  honorabui  to 
the  American  character,  and  InitructiTe  to  oar  riling 

Some  conversadon  passed  on  the  proper  mode 
of  deposing  of  this  sulueot,  in  the  coarse  of 

Mr.  Skibsbt  snggeated  the  proprie^  of  also 


[Koman,  1811. 

giving  some  distinctive  or  medals  to  the  crew 
of  the  ConsUtntion,  who  he  thought  were  too 
generally  overlookeid  in  SDoh  easea. 

Mr.  Wbigot  approved  the  spirit  of  tbe  reao- 
Intjon,  but  hoped  the  other  officers  wonld  re- 
ceive swords,  and  the  men  suitable  rewards; 
and  confidently  hoped  a  gold  medal  wonld  be 
voted  to  the  nearest  relative  of  lientoiuit  WB- 
liam  Bnsh  of  the  marioes,  a  yoimggaatlenian 
from  his  district,  who  fell  gallantly  fighting  io 
that  action,  covered  with  wounds  and  ^ory ; 
be,  therefore,  for  that  pnrpoae,  moved  th&t  the 
resolndon  he  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

The  resolution  was  eventually  ordered  to  1m 
on  the  table  till  a  committee  shooldbe  •ppviat- 
ed  to  whom  it  should  be  referred. 


Fkidat,  November  6. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Xew 
Jersey,  Gkoboe  0.  Maxwcu.  ;  from  Massachn- 
setts,  EuxiKL  B^oos ;  from  Connecticat,  Lews 
B.  SruBoas ;  and  &om  Pennsylvania,  Juos  Mn.- 
NOE,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

GaoBQB  PoumKrtcB,  the  Del^ate  from  the 
Mlseissippi  Territory,  also  appe^ed,  and  took 


MoiTOAT,  November  9, 
Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Masaa- 
chnsetlA,  Sa^fbl  Tiogabt;  from  Connecticnt, 
BEMJAMra  Tii-uuDOE  i  from  New  York,  Ebei- 
zziB  Sage,  and  Tuom Aa  B.  Gold  ;  from  Penn- 
eylvsnia,  Boger  Davis;  from  Delaware,  Hzsxr 
M.  Bidobi-t;  and  from  Virginia,  iows  Taiu- 
rcBBO,  appeared,  and  took  uieir  seats. 

Eneouragenant  to  Pritalten. 
Mr.  MiTCHnx  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
owners  and  agents  of  privateers  in  the  cliy  <^ 
New  York,  praying  for  a  reduction  of  the  datie* 
on  prizes  and  prize  goods ;  that  priie  prtqMny, 
on  condemnation,  may  be  delivered  to  iIkto  to 
be  disposed  of  and  distributed ;  that  the  time 
necessary  to  procure  condemnations  may  be 
sborteneil ;  that  the  fees  of  the  ofEcers  of  prin 
courts  may  be  limited  to  a  certain  snm,  and 
that  prize  owners  and  their  agents  be  anthorized 
to  order  prizes  arrived  in  one  port  to  any  other 
port,  at  tlieir  discretion,  at  any  time  before  th« 
actoid  libelling  of  soeh  prizes. 

Exemption,  of  Soldier*  fmni  Arreit/or  DM. 

Mr.  Baoon  stated  that,  under  the  present  law, 
exempting  from  arrest  of  privates  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  Btotee  in  certain  cases  of  d*bl, 
fi-Buds  had  been,  and  more  eitenaively  might  be, 
committed;  inasmuch  as  a  soldier  who  was  tired 
of  the  service,  by  giving  his  bond  for  a  feigned 
debt  for  an  amount  greater  than  twenty  doUai^ 
oonld  procnre  himself  to  be  arrested  and  kept 
oat  of  service,  Ac.  Mr.  B.  further  iUustrat«d 
the  evasions  to  which  the  present  law  is  liable 
and  concluded  by  moving  the  following  reuls- 
tion: 
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KemlBed,  ThM  tbe  CommittW  on  Militu?  iSaita 
bo  instructed  U  inqnira  into  the  enwdicney  of  pro- 
tiding  b;  Uir  fi>r  tsemptiiig  kHogether  from  liabllitj 
Id  kirett,  Or  being  ttken  in  exMiition  for  debt,  ot  an  j 

longing  to  the  Annj  of  the  United  Statea,  or  to  ui; 
ToloDteer  corpl,  wbon  oiUod  into  nrrice  pnmuuit  to 
Ukw. 
The  resolution  wu  agreed  to. 

TuEflDAT,  IToveraber  10, 


Mounted  Troopt. 
Vr.  RicHABD  U.  JoHssoN  obscrved  tbat  he 
hod  draughted  a  resolution  for  tbe  cooeiderfttion 
of  the  Honse,  the  object  of  which  was  to  author- 
ize on  expedition  of  mouoted  volunteers  against 
tiie  several  Indian  tribea  hostile  to  the  United 
States.  He  te!iA  the  people  of  the  United  States 
bad  the  power  and  the  will  to  break  up  and 
to  extirpate  those  hostile  savages,  to  desolate 
their  country,  or  compel  them  to  surrender  at 
discretion,  as  theHiamies  had  done  lateljwhen 
they  beheld  the  strong  arm  of  the  Qovemment 
Qplirted  and  ready  to  fall  upon  them  beavilj. 
And  it  was  the  imperions  duty  of  Congre«  so 
to  organize  this  power,  and  so  U>  direct  tniswill, 
as  to  moke  it  effectual  and  most  destructive  to 
tbe  enem;  in  the  line  of  its  operation.  Mr.  J. 
aaid  a  winter  campaign  of  mounted  men  well 
selected,  well  organized,  and  well  condacted  for 
nzty  days,  would  close  an  Indian  war,  which 
waa  restrained  on  their  part  by  no  ties  of  re- 
ligion, by  no  mlesof  morality,  by  no  suggestions 
ofmercy,  bynoprinciplesofhnmanity.  Bir,  said 
he,  yoD  well  know  that  we  cannot  so  guard  any 
part  of  our  eitfinded  line  of  frontier  as  to  pre- 
vent entirely  the  incursions  of  savages,  bo  long  as 
they  have  a  place  of  snfety  or  hiding  place  apon 
onr  borders;  by  reason  of  which  a  few  desper- 
ate savages,  well  armed  with  their  rifles,  toma- 
hawks, and  scalping  knives,  and  ^aid  for  the 
scalps  of  our  citizens,  may  travel  m  the  night, 
watch  their  place  of  assassination  nndincovered, 
and  fall  upon  onr  infest  settlements  thus  ex- 
posed and  massacre  them  without  distinction  of 
age  or  sex,  and  not  leave  even  an  infant  to  lisp 
the  sad  tale  of  sorrow  to  the  paasiug  stranger. 
8ach  has  been  the  fact  in  many  places  on  our 
frontier  since  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe;  and 
ench  was  the  melancholy  fact  near  the  Ohio 
river,  in  Indiana,  when  upwards  of  twenty  per- 
Boaa  were  horribly  mui^ered  in  cold  blood, 
wlthoat  the  opportnnity  of  resistance ;  th^most 
of  these  unfortunate  victims  were  women  and 
children,  whose  heads  were  roasted  by  the  Are, 
and  in  this  cruel  mode  tortured  to  death,  and 
under  circumstances  which  would  blacken  and 
dye  with  deeper  disgraoe  tlie  most  infamous  and 
abandoned  set  of  beings  ou  earth.  Since  the  de- 
feat of  Braddock,  Mr.  J.  observed,  the  conflict 
with  tbe  Indians  had  always  been  an  onequal 
one,  Hiid  the  United  States  had  never  carried  on 
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snch  a  campaign  agdnst  them  aa  would  bring 
them  to  their  reason.  He  observed,  that  a  win- 
ter campaign  of  mounted  men  would  place  us  oh 
on  eqntOity  in  our  contest  with  the  Indians;  and 
he  pledged  himself  for  the  efficacy  of  such  an  ex- 
pedition,  if  sanctioned  and  authorized  by  Con- 
gress, and  left  to  the  Executive  of  Kentucky,  so 
fiir  aa  the  forces  were  taken  from  that  State. 
On  each  a  campaign  they  must  meet  ns  in 
battle,  or  surrender  at  discretion;  they  could 
not  avoid  our  search  nor  evsde  our  pursuit — 
the  season  would  furnish  certain  means  of  dis- 
covery ;  their  strongholds  would  be  broken  up ; 
their  sqoaws  and  children  would  &11  into  onr 
hands,  and  Remain  sure  pledges  against  savage 
ferocity  and  barbarity.  Nothing  do  the^  so 
much  fear  as  to  have  their  squaws  taken  prison- 
ers. Their  winter  qnartera  would  be  discovered 
and  their  stock  of  winter  provisions  would  be 
destroyed ;  and  once  since  the  Revolution  the 
friend  of  his  conntry  would  enjoy  the  satisfac- 
tion of  seeing  our  savage  enemies  humbled  in 
the  dust  and  solely  at  onr  mercy,  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  arts  of  British  intrigue  to  the  con- 
trary. On  the  contrary,  we  want  no  additional 
evidence,  no  train  of  reasoning,  nor  a  particular 
detail  of  facta,  to  convince  us  that  any  other 
kind  of  force,  and  at  any  other  period,  will  only 
j^ve  ns  a  partial  remedy.  Upon  any  other  prin- 
ciple we  give  the  savage  foe  every  advantage^ 
When  threatened  and  pursued  by  a  force  suffi- 
cient to  chastise  them,  no  warriors  can  be 
found — they  scatter  through  the  woods  like  the 
wild  beasts  of  the  forest.  Bend  a  small  party, 
and  they  are  immediately  surronnded  and  cut 
off  by  superior  numbers.  In  fact,  sir,  they  will 
not  meet  at  their  own  doors  and  firesides  equal 
numbers  in  honorable  combat — they  must  al- 
ways have  sonie  great  and  decided  advantage. 
In  the  several  attacks  made  upon  Fort  Wayue, 
Fort  Harrison,  and  Bellevue — at  which  places 
our  officers  and  soldiers  acted  with  a  firmness 
and  gallantry  deserving  the  highest  praises  of 
their  coimtiy — the  Indians  retreated  at  the  ap- 
proach of  assistance,  and  could  not  be  found. 
We  witnessed  the  same  scone  when  our  army 

Eenetrated  their  country  from  Fort  Wayne,  who 
umt  their  towns  and  destroyed  their  crops. 
In  short,  sir,  late  in  the  spring,  in  the  summer, 
and  in  the  fall,  every  tliicket,  every  swamp — 
nay,  every  brush-heap  surrounded  with  weeds 
furnishes  a  hiding  place ;  and  it  is  in  vun  to 
search  after  Indiana  at  such  a  time,  if  they  are 
not  disposed  to  be  seen.  Mr.  J.  said,  with  this 
imperfect  picture  before  ns,  which,  however, 
contained  undeniable  facts.  Congress  could  not 
reconcile  it  to  its  duty  not  to  take  such  steps  as 
wonid  speedily  terminate  the  war  with  the  sav- 
ages. Such  steps  had  been  token  as  to  prodace 
much  temporary  distress  among  the  Pottawata- 
niies  and  other  tribes,  and  the  destruction  of 
their  villages  and  crops  would  employ  many  of 
their  warriors  in  procuring  subsistence  for  tbelr 
aquaws  and  children,  which  consequently  gave 
a  correspondent  relief  to  our  frontier  settle- 
ments ;  that  a  winter  oampugn  well  conducted 
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was  iudiapeiiuble  to  complete  the  work  which 
was  b^QQ  with  «o  mocb  zeal,  bot  which  could 
not  produce  all  the  benefit  that  might  h%  ex- 
pected Irom  s  regular  authorized  expedition ;  for 
It  would  be  reoollected  that  the  mounted  men 
had  gone  oat  niddenly  npon  the  spnr  of  the  oo- 
casioD,  withoDt  compensatioD,  with  a  view  to 
relieve  the  fronUera  trom  the  diwatere  of  Hull's 
huDiiliatiDg  (nurender;  and  in  aach  Tolnntarj 
tssooiatiODB  many  men  would  consider  them- 
selves under  leas  obligations  than  if  eniploTed 
bj  the 'Government,  although  the  party  with 
whom  he  had  the  honor  to  act  served  beyend 
the  time  for  which  thej  enrolled  themselvea, 
and  never  qnitted  the  service  nntil  honorably 
discharged.  Mr.  J.  observed,  it  the  savages  are 
onminofnl  of  the  many  acta  of  benevolenoe,  of 
justice  and  friendship  exercised  towards  them 
by  the  United  States;  if  British  influence,  or 
British  gold,  or  any  other  consideration,  ooald 
iodnoe  Uiem  to  continue  the  sava^  practice  of 


aims;  if  they  will  be  bouud  by  no  obligation 
however saorod;  bynotreat;,howeveraolenmly 
made;  by  no  dictate  of  nature,  no  matter  how 
self-evident ;  the  United  States  are  absolved 
trom  all  acts  of  tiirther  forbearance ',  and  we  are 
called  upon  by  every  feeling  of  dnty  and  honor 
to  disarm  them  of  theirfury  and  put  tbem  be- 
yond the  power  of  ii^ory.  Mr.  J.  sud  he  had 
not  intended  to  trouble  the  Hoose  with  so  mscy 
preliminary  remarks,  bnt  he  had  seen  in  hia 
plaoe  the  Chairman  of  the  committee  to  whom 
the  resolution  was  to  bo  referred,  and  he  was 
anxioDH  that  the  design  and  olgeot  of  the  mo- 
tion should  be  known,  that  the  committee 
might  act  with  despatch  if  it  met  vith  th«r 

Stiolttd,  Thu  the  select  committee  to  whom  waa 
Teferrsd  to  much  of  tba  Presidsnt'i  Menage  aa  islsMa 
to  military  afhira,  b«  iaetrualed  to  inquire  into  ' 


Thubsdat,  November  19. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Kentnckf, 
Samitbi.  MoExb,  appeared  sod  took  his  seat. 

FainiY,  November  18. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New 
York,  Thomas  B.  Oookk  ;  from  Now  Jersey, 
Jaues  Uokoan;  from  Virginia,  Jons  Bak- 
DOLPH  ;  and  from  North  Carolina,  Lxmubl 
SAwras,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

MoiJOAr,  November  16. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Massa- 

chosetis,  WiLuut  Reed  ;  from  Rhode  Isluid, 

£lisba  B.  Poms ;    from  Viqcinia,  Dakibl 


&H17PBT ;  from  North  Carolina,  Jaxm  Con- 
RAH ;  from  Sonth  Cardina,  Riohakd  Tm, 
appeared,  and  took  theb  seats. 

Thesdat,  November  17. 
EneovrageateiU  to  Frieatten. 

Mr.  Bassvtt,  from  the  committee  appmnted 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  wtudi 
relates  to  the  Naval  Estahtishineiit,  repwted,  in 
part,  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  concemiiig 
letten  of  marqne,  priies,  and  prize  goods;  «liii£ 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  U  " 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  bill  is  as  foUows : 

A  Bill  in  addilioa  to  the  act 


Bi  it  emacteih)  Ote  Smalt  mdBaate  iif  BtpntBtii- 
tuet  tf  At  JJieUA  Statu  of  Amtrica  »•  Cetfraim- 
mnUfltl,  That  all  priie  property,  upon  snitnn  of 
coDdflmnBtioa,  atoll,  at  thu  teqont  of  (ha  omta 
of  the  privBta  armed  tesisI  bj  whioh  tlia  etptoa 
ahal!  have  been  mada.  or  of  their  agenti,  be,  b^tlw 
manhal  of  tba  diatriet  in  whose  custody  the  mm 
may  be,  delivered  orsr  to  the  said  owtMn  or  ItHr 
annts,  to  be  by  them  sold  or  diqmied  of  at  tliBi 
ducretJOB,  and  the  proceedi  tbereof  diitritnted  bf 
tbem  afrreeably  to  the  proviaiiKia  of  lav :  PmiH 
That  all  fees,  oobM,  and  charge*,  ariain)^  on  the  pio- 
ceas  of  condemaatjoii,  be  fint  paid,  and  that  the  iaSa 
aocmng  on  mch  priie  goods,  ai  also  tiro  per  ceU 
OD  tbe  eatimated  valoe  of  inch  prize  property,  after 
dedocCing  all  datiea,  coats,  and  chargea,  (iriiicb  lala^ 
as  it  reapecta  the  f^argo,  ahall  be  aacertiined  in  tha 
aame  mauDer  aa  i*  prt>rided  by  law  tt^  axertur^ 
the  value  of  goodi  aubject  to  ad  valorem  dotia ;  an* 
aa  it  respects  the  veaael,  to  be  aacertained  by  anni*- 
era  to  be  appointed  in  the  nune  manner,)  dull  b 
first  paid,  or  aecored  to  be  paid,  to  the  ooUectoi  d 
the  diatriet  into  which  auch  prite  proper^  nuj  ba 
bnm^it  for  oondemnatian ;  which  two  per  cent  ihill 
be  in  lien  of  the  two  per  oent.  on  the  net  amoonl  d 
the  priia  money  isasrved  by  the  aerenth  nctiDii  d 
tha  act  to  which  thia  act  is  m  addition,  and  ahtU  be 
pledged  and  appropriated  to  the  aame  fdikd  aa  a  tlier^ 
by  proridsd  for. 

Sue  S.  AnI  be  itfmAer  tuaOtd,  That  aD  bgii 
taken  fw  tbe  aecuri^of  the  two  per  ceot.  fond  be&n 
prodded  for  diall  ba  made  payaUe  wilbin  tizlj  dajt 
from  the  time  of  taking  ntdi  bonds 

Sbc  S.  And  bt  itftaHer  taadrd,  That  tbe  onm 
of  any  nJvate  umed  vusel  or  veaaeis,  or  tbeii  agoit^ 
may,  at  any  time  bdbre  a  libel  ahall  be  filed  again' 
any  captured  reaael  or  her  eaigo.  remove  the  nae 
ftun  any  port  into  which  it  may  be  Gut  brongbl,  to 
any  Mher  port  in  the  United  Sutee,  lalifcct  to  lbs 
same  reatriotion^  and  complying  with  the  nme  np- 
lationa,  with  respect  to  the  payment  of  dotiei,  viaA 
an  mtjded  by  law  in  relatiim  toother  ve^elivrir- 
ing  m  port  vim  caigoea  aabjeot  to  dotf  i  Pn^iii, 
That  befer*  such  removal  the  sud  ca^nr«d  piepa^r 
aball  not  Ibave  been  attached  at  tbe  smt  of  an;  id- 
verae  claimant,  or  a  claim  against  the  same  ban  beaa 
interposed  m  behalf  of  the  United  States. 

Sbc.  4.  Awl  bt  it  /wAa-  tmanlat.  That  whOT« 
the  proceeds  of  any  piiie  propwty  has  been,  or  ibw 
be,  depoated  with  the  oierk  of  any  district  ooart,  ^ 
soaut  lo  the  orders  of  said  coort,  i^un  coodemnsliai, 
tbe  same  ahall,  at  the  request  of  tbe  oimen  J  tba 
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jKicmtB  armed  vausl  hj  whioli  the  capture  jhall  baTB 
be«D  made,  or  oT  tbeir  Bgeots,  b«  p^  arer  to  them, 
to  be  bT  them  diitributed  agraeabl;  to  the  proruioDa 

oTUw. 


Wbdhesdat,  NoTembvr  13. 

Another  member,   to    wit,  Jobuh   Qfcioi, 

&om  MasBacbnsetts,  appeared,  aad  took  his  seat. 


THCMDiT,  November  Ifl. 
Privateer  Prixe  Lain. 

The  House  reaoWed  itaelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act 
ooDCeming  prizes  and  prize  goods. 

Mr.  Basbett,  bs  chairman  of  the  commiitee 
-wbo  reported  the  bill,  explained  its  provisions, 
and  enforced  the  necessicj'  of  its  adoption.  He 
took  occasion  to  advert  to  the  numerons  capi- 
tnres  made  b/  oar  private  armed  vessels,  and 
their  utility  as  a  system  of  annovance  to  the 
enemy.  Id  ever;  case  in  vhich  they  had  come 
tn  conflict,  they  had  acquitted  themselves  in  a 
manner  tlMt  redounded  to  their  credit. 

After  some  farther  conversation  on  the  de- 
tails of  the  bill,  the  following  section  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Bacok,  substitated  for  the  fourth 
section  of  the  bill : 

"  Sbc  1.  And  ie  it  Jkrtktr  macted.  That  in  cuei 
of  sale  of  prfia  property  by  the  manhal  of  any  die- 
trict,  or  whemvct  the  proceedi  thereof  hai  beeo  or 
ihall  be  deponted  with  the  olerk  of  an;  district  coart, 
pqmiaat  to  the  orders  of  said  court  upon  oondemiiB- 
tioo,  the  ume  ihall,  by  the  uid  manfaal  or  clerk  re- 
spectively, at  the  reqneit  of  the  otrnen  of  the  private 
armed  vessel  by  which  the  capture  shall  have  been 
made,  or  of  their  agents,  be  paid  over  to  them,  to  be 
by  tfaem  distributed  agreeably  to  tbe  provirions  of 
law :  Pronidtd,  That  all  fees,  ooets,  and  cluurget, 
arisinf;  on  condemnation,  he  first  paid,  and  all  dutiei 
aocraing  on  such  prin  property,  as  also  the  two  per 
•mt  fund  accnung  on  loch  proceeds,  he  first  paid, 
or  secured  to  be  paid,  to  the  collector  of  the  district 
into  which  such  prizsmay  be  brongbt  for  ooudemna- 
tioD,  and  that  the  maish^  and  clerk  shall  be  allowed 
for  their  services  respectively,  in  selling,  recoiviug, 
and  paying  over  at  afoitsaid,  a  commiiaianoroae  par 
cent,  and  no  more,  on  tbe  net  prcKeeds  of  loch  priie 
property,  after  deducting  tbe  duties,  the  two  per  cent. 
■ad  chu;gci  aforesaid :  Providei,  alta,  That  mch 
oommisuon  shall  not  eioeed,  upon  any  property  in- 
cluded in  ous  eondenmation,  tiie  sum  of  one  thousand 
dotUr^" 

The  bill  as  thns  amended  was  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
SttaliatioR, 

The  engrosaed  bill  "  vesting  the  power  of  re- 
taliation in  the  President  of  the  United  States  in 
certain  cases,"  was^read  a  third  time. 

A  debate  of  more  than  an  honr  took  place  on 
the  question  of  its  passage,  wbicli  was  finally 
determined  in  tAt  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays — 
61  to  01. 


Fbicat,  November  20. 

Fay  nfihe  Army. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  concerning  the  pay  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Williams,  as  ohurman  of  the  committee 
who  reported  it,  rose  to  explain  the  provisions 
of  tbe  bill.  He  said  he  hoped  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  would  not  involve  a  diacuBeion  of  the 
justice  or  necessity  of  the  war.  War,  swd  he, 
is  now  declared ;  we  have  throvtn  onrselvee  be- 
tween our  country  and  the  enemy ;  and  it  l>e- 
comee  ns  to  carry  her  triamphantly  through  the 
ir  to  responsible  for  the  disgraoe  a  oon- 
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trodncUon  of  tbe  first  provision  of  the  hill,  he 
said,  was  the  palpable  fact,  that  the  present  pay 
of  the  Army,  taking  into  consideration  the  price 
of  labor  throughout  the  Union,  was  mnch  below 
tlie  average  rate.  The  committee,  in  the  in- 
vestigations of  this  business,  had,  with  mach 
labor,  oonsulted  all  sources  of  information  ac- 
cessible to  them,  and  in  no  part  of  the  United 
States  did  it  appear  to  be  conceded  by  their 
Representatives,  that  the  fair  price  of  labor  was 
less  than  nine  dollars  per  month.  Even  if  tbe 
price  was  as  low  as  eight,  or  aay  seven  dollars, 
wherefore  should  the  soldier  receive  less  than 
any  other  man  I  This  is  a  snbject  on  which 
every  gentleman  could  decide  by  reourting  to 
his  own  neighborhood,  and  inquiring,  what  was 
there  the  price  of  labor.  Ifhe  could  not  procure 
the  service  of  an  individual  tliere  for  lees  than 
eight  dollars,  how  ean  he  refuse  the  soldier  that 
price  which  I  now  sotioit  f%r  him  t  The  ranka 
are  not  filled ;  we  know  it  by  too  melancholy  a 
proof;  and  it  is  our  duty  to  fill  them.  How 
shall  we  best  do  it  I  It  will  not  be  contended 
that  your  population  is  insofflcient;  no,  nr;  the 
inducement  Is  not  adequate.  There  U  no  avo- 
cation of  life,  no  employment,  however  hazard- 
ous, which  fails  to  be  pursued  from  a  want  of 
persons  ready  to  engage  in  it.  No,  sir ;  if  yon 
want  men  to  scale  the  mountains  of  ioe  under 
the  Northern  pole,  or  endure  the  fervid  rays  of  a 
vertical  sun  in  the  hither  India,  to  brave  the 
stormy  ocean,  or  search  for  mines  in  the  bowela 
of  the  earth ;  only  find  them  adequate  compen- 
sation, and  there  are  men  enongh  to  be  fonnd. 
The  compensation  for  services  performed,  ought 
always  to  be  in  proportion  \a  the  risk  incurred. 
This  is  a  position  which  cannot  be  controverted. 
There  is  no  reason  whv  the  ranksof  your  Army 
are  not  filled  so  forcible,  as  that  yon  do  not  give 
enough  to  the  privates. 

Hr.  W.  then  briefly  adverted  to  other  provis- 
ions of  tbe  bill.  To  the  second  section  he  tip- 
preb ended  littie  objection;  it  had  been  found 
to  be  necessary,  and  ample  precedent  might  be 
found  for  it.  To  the  third  section  there  might 
and  probably  would  be  some  o1:\jeotion.  It  was 
founded,  he  said,  on  the  principle  that  every 
man  owed  to  the  country  which  protected  him, 
military  service;  tbe  same  principle,  already 
engrafted  in  our  lawa,  which  obliged  tiie  yonth 
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of  ISyettrg  old  to  enter  into  the  militia,  wv- 
tanted  bis  retention  in  the  Eervice  wlien  fae  bad 
volnntarily  enlisted.  The  fourth  Bection  spoke 
for  itself  and  needed  no  ezpUnaUon. 
Tke  second  section  having  been  read^- 
Ur.  Wkb^ton  said  be  conceited  tliis  Mx^oa 
to  involve  an  infraction  of  the  coostitotion.  Any 
person  who  had  contracted  a  debt  had  certainly 

S'ven  a  pledge,  not  only  of  bis  property,  hot  of 
s  body  to  Ilia  creditor.  It  is  the  creditor's 
right  to  take  his  body  in  defonlt  of  pajnent, 
and  the  creditor  was  by  this  section,  in  the  case 
of  thiiee  enlisting  in  the  army,  completely  taken 
out  of  his  bands.  Ample  encouragement,  Ur. 
W.  said,  might  be  given  to  enliBlments  withoat 
infringing  the  constitution.  He  had  no  ol^jec- 
lion  to  privilege  the  soldier  from  arrest  aAer 
enlistment,  but  he  coald  not  consent  to  the  pas- 
sage of  a  lair,  having  an  eapottfaeto  operation, 
which  went  to  exempt  him  from  obligations 
previously  contracted.  He  therefore  moved  to 
Btrite  out  the  words  "before  or  "  from  the  sec- 
ond section  al>ove  recited. 

Ur.  Bacom  spoke  in  support  of  this  provi^on. 
It  was  necessary  to  guard  agunst  fraod.  He 
«aid,  in  the  village  in  which  helived,  such  frands 
bud  been  committed,  by  the  creation  of  ficti- 
tious debts,  under  which  a  person  enlisting  had 
procured  himself  to  be  arrested.  After  this 
arrest,  on  giving  bail,  be  was  set  at  larga 
Whilst  going  at  libertj,  his  commander  had  at- 
tempted to  take  him ;  bnt  a  writ  of  hahtat  eor- 
ptM  naving  been  token  out,  it  had  been  deter- 
mined by  the  courts  that  a  man  was  the  prop- 
erty of  his  t>ail  until  the  suit  was  determined. 
And  that  determination,  Kr.  B.  said,  would 
never  take  place  so  long  as  the  United  Stales 
had  ao  occasion  for  the  man's  services ;  because, 
by  the  same  collusion  which  commenced  it,  the 
suit  may  be  continued  from  term  to  term  of 
oonrt,  antil  the  term  of  enlistment  has  expired. 
He  had  merely  stated  facta.  He  had  known  an 
instance  of  an  officer  being  obliged  Vo  move  bis 
whole  corps  over  the  line  to  avoid  these  petty 
depredations  on  their  ranks ;  and  he  would  ven- 
ture to  say  that  the  officers  would  much  rather 
face  the  enemy  in  the  Seld,  than  the  host  of 
legal  depredators  in  Uassachusetts,  on  those 
enlisted  for  the  public  service.  The  principle 
of  this  provision  was  not  novel,  he  said,  for  it 
existed  already. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  section  wag  then 
negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

The  third  section  was  then  read. 

Ur.  Brow  rose  and  said,  that  the  respect  he 
felt  for  the  House,  seemed  to  forbid  that  he 
ahonld  propose  to  them  any  thing  not  fully  ma- 
tored:  [>u^  that  at  the  same  time  theobjeotiona 
to  one  section  of  the  bill  under  oonaderation, 
appeared  to  him  so  many  and  so  important,  that 
he  could  not  refrain  from  nrging  them,  though 
as  he  feared  in  somewhat  of  an  irregular  and 
desultory  way.  In  excuse  he  said,  he  had  sup- 
posed the  present  bill  agreeable  to  the  one  re- 
ported in  the  ^nate,  and  hod  not  observed  the 
difference  till  that  moment.     Bis  olgections 


were  to  the  Sd  section,  and  which  be  UmAA 
close  by  moving  that  it  be  stricken  oct.  He 
arranged  his  oljjections  prindpally  aoAa  Out* 
heads  :  Ist.  Its  tendency  to  vioUt«  tbe  pabEt 
morala,  ScL  Interference  with  public  rcavjmj 
— aod  8d,  its  violation  of  the  spirit  of  tbe  Con- 
Btitntlon  of  the  United  States. 

He  remarked,  that  proper  instruetiiM  mi 
disoipline  of  yoath  la;  at  the  bottom  oi  iS  Uiit 
was  valuable  in  this  life,  and  perhaps  of  tbeEb 
to  come.  That  it  was  of  great  importano  ii 
every  Government,  but  above  all  that  it  wis  it 
finitely  so  in  onrs,  where  the  people  were  real 
sovereigns,  and  where  the  Government  valid 
be  ill  or  well  administered,  according  as  the 
youths  were  bred  in  temperance,  virtue,  od 
obedienc«.  This  section  of  the  biQ  goee  to  nl 
up  those  qualities  by  the  roots.  It  sajs  to  tbe  m- 
easj  boy  inhis  teens,  you  may  enlisL  and  thro* 
off  all  parental  authority;  you  may  enlist  siiJ 
defraud  the  parent  or  master,  whohasmaintsii- 
ed  you  in  your  helpless  state,  of  his  just  recirl 
The  stroDsest  ties  of  affection  and  gratitude^ 
yon  may,  Dy  enlisting,  dissolve  in  a  mMnniL 
Nay,  more,  we  say  d^iberately  and  solemnly— 
we  will  par  this  promoted  villain  $300  fur  )a 
iniquity  [  For  such  is  the  amount  of  the  bonnn^ 
and  wages  for  three  years,  ^ho,  »r,  will  U 
most  likely  to  avail  himself  of  this  privilege,  or 
rather  of  this  course !  Not  the  sober,  lajtbfn] 
minor,  who  might  be  trusted  in  a  camp  vilb 
some  degree  of  safety,  but  the  fickle,  tm-boleit 
restless  youth,  the  one  of  all  others  who  winli 
the  salutary  restraint  of  a  parent  or  guirdin. 
This  is  tbe  person  whom  you  are  about  to  tl- 
low  to  plunge  himself  into  sU  the  dijEipatioia 
into  all  the  seductions,  and  into  aU  the  vicea  d 
a  camp  [ 

But,  «r,  said  be,  it  is  inhuman,  as  well  u 
immoral.  Humanity  calls  upon  yoo  to  lakeMn 
of  and  educate  the  miserable  o&pring  of  tlii 

rr.  Who  will  take  them;  who  will  povi4« 
their  infancy,  if  at  the  moment  they  are  it»f 
to  make  any  remuneration  for  this  humane,  thi> 
tender  care,  you  ofi'er  them  $300  to  tura  ic- 
grate!  But,  sir,  not  only  the  public  mota!^  t«it 
the  public  economy  require  that  yon  shonid  m* 
enlist  minors  without  Uie  consent  of  their  pa- 
rents, guardians,  or  masters.  What  does  pnbHt 
economy  require,  but  that  every  one  ^hwU 
serve  the  Republic  in  that  capacity  in  whidi  he 
can  be  most  useful  ?     And,  At,  let  me  add  tUt 

Eatriotism  requires  the  same  tiling.  If  the 
bcksmith  or  the  farmer  is  moat  useful  in  lua 
calling,  tiiere  is  as  mnch  patriotism  in  attend- 
ing to  the  anvil  and  the  farm,  as  to  the  bayooM 
and  the  sword.  Men  of  mature  age,  by  ant- 
ing ^e  terms  you  offer,  or  not,  determine  vhere 
they  can  be  most  useful ;  but  does  not  evRj 
principle  of  economy  forbid  that  yon  should  p 
into  we  private  family,  the  •workshops,  and  the 
mannfactory,  r^jardless  of  the  opinion  of  lh« 
father  and  superintendent,  and  seduce  thi 
young  man  fttim  learning  some  asefiil  and  bcn- 
orable  employment,  and  in  lieu  thereof  at  tint 
tender,  at  that  doubtfiil  period  of  haman  Hft, 
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•jaa  ptuaae  liim  into  all  the  immoralities  of  a 
oanap,  and  tnrn  hira  s  vagabondon  societj.  No, 
nr,  trae  aconom;  Teqaire«  tliat  cbildrea  should 
be  well  educated,  well  governed,  and  ftutbfiiUf 
bred  to  some  boneat  calling.  The  very  princi- 
ple, notwiihstanding  all  tbo  talk  of  patriotism, 
IS  reco^ized  in  tbe  price  yaa  offer  fur  Boldiers, 
aa  well  'by  the  former  law,  as  b/  the  present 
bill.  You  offered  bj  the  former  law,  fire  dol- 
lars per  month,  b  j  the  present  bill  eiglit  dollars. 
Thu  la,  yoa  saj  to  the  world,  that  by  being  a 
soldier,  yoa  render  to  yoor  country  servicee 
worth  five  or  eight  dollars.  Now,  sir,  for  five 
or  dght  dollars  per  month  is  it  pradent,  is  it 
economical,  to  diswlve  the  all-important  rela- 
tion of  governor  and  governed  in  respect  to 
jonth  I  To  break  np  jour  infant  raannfactoriea, 
and  to  deprive  poor  children  at  onoe  of  a  oge- 
fbl  empluyment,  and  a  home?  Bnt,  sir,  perhaps 
it  will  be  said  that  neceaait;,  the  safety  of  the 
Bepnblic,  reqn ires  this.  When  tbe  legions  of 
Britain  were  upon  our  shores,  when  we  were 
straggling  for  onr  very  eiisteoc*,  tbe  necessity 
was  not  then  thongbt  sufficiently  imperious  to 
warrant  aDcfa  a  principle.  Can  it  then  be  said, 
that  with  treble  tbe  population,  and  in  an  of- 
fensive war,  necessity  requires  the  dangerous 
innovation  ?  Ccrtstnlv  not.  Again,  the  law, 
then  and  now,  allows  the  soldier  to  be  arrested 
for  o  debt  amounting  to  two  dollars;  and  will 
you  say,  that  the  debt  in  which  there  can  bono 
deception  incurred,  for  the  most  necessary  of 
oil  things,  food,  clothing,  and  instruction  for  in- 
fancy, shall  be  disregarded?  I  trust,  sir,  that, 
a  principle  so  unreasonable  will  never  prevail. 
Bnt,  lastly,  sud  Mr.  S.,  I  do  contend  that  tbe 
clonse  is  contrary  to  tbe  spirit,  if  not  the  letter, 
of  the  constitution.  That  constitution  provides 
that  private  property  shall  not  be  taken  with- 
out reasonable  compensation.  The  property 
which  a  parent  has  in  the  services  of  his  son,  of 
a  goardian  in  the  services  of  Li^  word,  and  a 
master  in  the  services  of  hia  servant,  though 
differing  widely  in  degree,  is  as  real  and  often- 
times more  important  than  tbe  farmer  has  in 
Lis  personal  estates,  or  the  planter  in  his  sbve. 
It  also  impairs  the  force  of  contract,  which  is 
strictly  interdicted  to  tbe  States,  and  a  fortiori 
not  to  be  done  to  the  General  Governm,ent. 
For  these  and  for  many  other  reasons  which 
might  be  added,  Mr.  S.  moved  to  strike  oat  the 
third  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HiuioB  said  that  if  he  nnderstood  the 
third  seeUon  of  tbe  bill  under  consideration,  it 
allows  recruiting  officers  to  enlist  minors  above 
tbe  age  of  eighteen  years,  withont  regard  to 
tbeir  situation  as  apprentices  to  tradesmen,  or 
living  under  the  oare  and  guardianship  of  their 
parents  ;  and  its  object  was  to  hold  out  to 
young  minds  a  temptation  to  desert  the  oscful 
course  destined  for  them  by  their  friends,  for 
tliepnrpose  of  becoming'Soldiera.  Now,  said  Mr. 
U^  whatever  may  be  the  *  necessity  of  war,  on 
Boine  occasions,  and  however  necessary  some 
might  think  that  In  which  we  are  now  engaged, 
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which  was  a  question  he  should  not  now  med- 
dle with,  he  was  desirous  that  its  operations 
should  be  so  conducted,  as  to  do  as  little  ii^nry 
as  poB:iible  to  oar  fellow -ci tizen s ;  and,  as  the 
leading  principle  in  the  conduct  of  at]  politicians 
Rhonid  be  a  regard  to  the  public  good,  ho  hoped 
for  a  general  concurrence  in  this  sentiment; 
that,  for  his  own  pari,  be  wished  the  war  to  he 
felt  OS  little  as  possible  in  the  families  and  oc- 
capations  of 'the  people.  We  are  not,  said  he, 
to  be  organiied  into  a  military  Government. 
However  necessary  some  may  deem  this  war, 
all  will  desire  a  short  one.  Thank  God,  no  Na- 
poleon has  yet  risen  up  amongst  us  to  change 
our  free  inslilntiona  into  a  military  despotism. 
Encourage,  if  yoa  please,  a  military  spirit,  that 
we  may  t>e  ready  for  the  national  defence,  when 
necessary ;  but  let  it  be  done  in  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution,  by  means  of  a  well-regulated  mjli- 
tja;  let  your  citizens  and  yoar  farmers  surren- 
der tbeir  apprentices  and  children  to  be  truned 
and  Instructed  in  military  tactics,  at  stated 
times,  that,  when  arrived  at  the  state  of  man- 
hood, they  may  be  ready  for  their  conntry'a 
service.  But  what  is  here  proposed  I  To  go 
into  the  workshop  of  the  industrious  mechanic, 
or  iotoa  parent's  dwelling,  and  entice  away  by 
the  lure  of  money  and  military  glory,  the  ap- 
prentice and  the  child.  No  matter  what  moneys 
may  have  been  expended  in  his  education,  or  how 
great  has  been  parental  exertion  to  advance  the 
futtu-e  prospects  of  the  child,  any  recruiting  of- 
ficer, or  even  a  common  soldier,  profligate  in 
his  principles,  and  innred  to  vicious  habila,  is  by 
this  bill  enooaraged  to  seduce  him  from  his 

Mr.  Tboup  sud  the  objectiona  to  this  provi- 
sion were  lame  in  their  nature ;  he  only  wished 
they  were  half  as  sound  as  they  were  novel.  It 
was  the  result  of  the  experience  of  men  older 
than  themselves  in  militory  concerns,  that  this 
very  description  of  population,  between  ei^teen 
and  tn^nty-one,  constituted  the  strength  and 
vigor  of  every  war.  What  was  the  fact  as  re- 
spected France!  Sojnst  was  this  principle  in 
the  conCemitlation  cri*  France,  that  her  whole 
army  is  made  np  of  these  young  men ;  and  yet 
an  attempt  is  made  to  deter  ns  from  using  them 
by  a  fiimsy  pretext,  that  to  employ  them  would 
be  violating  the  obligations  of  a  contract  and 
the  principles  of  morality.  If  our  feelings  and 
sympathies  be  suffered  to  influence  us  in  favor 
of  the  iodividaal  who  voluntarily  enlista,  the  rea- 
sons are  much  stronger  in  favor  of  dischar^ng 
one-half  of  those  already  in  your  ranks,  than 
the  description  just  spoken  of.  There  is  scarce- 
ly any  man  over  tbe  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
between  whom  and  other  individoals  there  is  not 
some  strong  oblipitory  moral  tie,  which  we 
ought  not  to  sever  if  we  could  conveniently 
avoidit.  Look  at  the  case  of  ahoaband  desert- 
ing his  wife  and  children,  or  of  a  man,  above 
twenty-one,  deserting  his  aged  parent,  depend- 
ent on  him  for  subsistence.  Are  not  these 
oases  equally  strong  I  ThedoctrineofthegentJe- 
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men,  whether  on  the  score  of  morality  or  eipe- 
diencT,  will  apply  to  cas«s  above  as  well  as  be- 
low the  age  of  twentj-one. 

Mr.  QoLD  premised,  that  he  did  not  rise  to 
enter  into  the  (^neral  policy  of  tbe  war ;  nor 
could  he  deny  it  to  bo  the  doty  of  those  who 
have  declared  the  war,  to  pnDvide  an  array  to 
carry  it  on.  Bnt  he  added,  it  is  better  for  the 
army  to  he  aapnented  by  Tery  liberal  bounties 
«nd  wages,  tnui  that  important  principles 
should  be  violated  and  an  inroad  made  npon  the 
great  relations  and  interestfi  of  eociety.  Are 
gentlemen  aware  how  eitAnsire  iathe  proTinoe 
of  master  and  apprentice  I  How  wide-spread 
the  relation  in  the  commnnityt  A  BeDsatioD 
will  be  prodnced  which  gentlemen  neem  not  to 
have  anticipated.  The  reepective  States  have^ 
with  stndioQs  care,  legislated  upon  and  regula- 
ted the  varioas  duties  and  obligations  of  masters 
and  apprentines.  Under  those  laws,  a  clear  ob- 
ligation is  created  upon  the  apprentice  to  serve 
lul  of  age ;  and  in  some  States,  to  cumpensate 
for  absence  or  desertion  during  the  atipnialed 
apprenticeship;  for  a  faithful  performance,  the 
piu^nt  or  gaardian  becomes  responsible ;  and 
for  non- performance,  liable  for  damages  to  the 
muter.'  Can  the  anthors  of  this  bill  imagine 
that  those  solemn  obligations  contained  in  in- 
dentures of  apprenticeship,  will  dissolTO  and 
vaniah  nnderthe  charm  of  the  bill!  Can  the 
hndameutal  principles  of  the  constitution,  ren- 
dering contracts  sacred,  be  thus  aprooted  and 
dMtroj-ed  ?  Can  this  bill  deprive  the  master  of 
his  action,  secured  to  him  by  the  laws  of  the 
State,  against  the  maater  or  guardian  for  absence 
or  desertion  of  the  apprentice  t  Hera  is  a  most 
serious  bearing  npon  the  laws  of  the  States,  reg- 
ulating this  important  relation.  Bnt  gentlemen 
allege  n««»*i(y/  the  army  most  be  filled  np; 
officers  are  imposed  on  by  frandnlent  minora, 
who  receive  the  bonntj,  and  then  claim  a  re- 
lease npoD  the  plea  of  non-age.  In  answer,  let 
gentlemen  beware  how  they  yield  to  this  fan- 
cied plea  ofnecesdty.  All  history  attests  the 
danger  of  yielding  essential  principles  to  State 
necesaities;  to  temporary  pressure  and  im- 
pulses ;  such  precedents  become  infinitely  mis- 
Dcievous  in  society.  No  fancied  benefit  can  com- 
pensate fur  the  evil  of  such  eiamples.  How  easy 
is  it  to  remove  much  of  the  complaints  by  pro- 
viding that  the  minor,  who  shall  impose  upon 
the  recruiting  officer,  shall  refund  the  bounty 
he  received  before  he  shall  receive  hisdiscbarge. 
Such  a  provision  would  be  just,  and  not  violate 
general  principles. 

Mr.  LiTTLB, — In  removing  one  evil,  Mr.  Chwr- 
man,  let  as  beware  that  we  do  not  sabstitnle  a 
greater.  The  object  of  the  section  proposed  to 
be  stricken  out  of  the  bill  on  yonr  table,  and  now 
under  consideration,  is  to  fill  up  the  ranks  of 
your  army.  From  every  attention  I  have  been 
able  to  bestow  on  this  subject,  which,  permit 
me  tosay,  lam  anxiously  desirous,  as  much  so,  I 
trast,  as  any  gentleman  in  this  committee,  to 
see  realized,  will,  if  returned  in  its  present  shape, 
in  mj  komble  opinion,  be  productive  of  mnoii 
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evil,  and  perhaps  of  little  good.  Ton  receiva 
into  the  army,  hy  voluntary  enlistment,  that 
description  of  our  fellow-citizens,  at  a  time  irf 
life  to  them  the  moat  inferesling  and  atispi- 
cions  as  respects  tbeir  fntnre  pnrsnita  and  wel- 
fare. I  have  always  been  given  to  naderstand 
that  the  camp  is  but  illy  calcninied  in  tboee 
stations  which  they  only  can  fill  in  the  army, 
either  to  improve  their  understandings  or  pei^ 
feet  them  in  sncb  habits  as  are  calculated  to  ac- 
quire a  respectable  snbsisteuce,  or  fit  thetn  fm' 
ue  domestic  duties  of  their  future  lives.  Iii1i« 
course  of  nature,  tliey,  it  may  be  truly  aaid, 
constitute  the  future  strength  and  glory  of  every 
conntrv.  The  taws  of  this  land  render  every 
act  of  theirs  illegitimale.  Abstract  froni  the  con- 
sideration of  a  soldier,  for  which  they  are  only 
rendered  fit  ttam  their  corporeal  powers,  every- 
thing with  them  is  premature;  if  forced  into 
existence,  like  the  flower  or  Anit  anseasonably 
raised  in  a  hot-bed,  wears  the  external  qnalttie^ 
but,  in  fragrance  and  taste,  is  nnnatnral  and  in- 

Sir,  have  we  not  some  reason  to  doubt  tiie 

constitutionality  of  this  section.  In  its  opera- 
tion, it  evidently  will  vitiate  contracts,  which 
ongbt  always  to  be  held  sacred,  solemnly  and 
vofuntaiily  entered  into  by  the  parent  or  gnai^ 
dian  with  the  matter  of  an  apprentice,  recipro- 
cally beneficial,  founded  on  the  most  landable 
and  praisewortby  principles,  on  the  fiuthfol  pf^- 
formaace  of  which  materially  depends  the  fn- 
ture  welfare  of  the  yonth,  to  which  I  believe 
may  reasonably  be  added  the  ^mforts  and  good 
order  of  society.  Do  we  not  know,  Mr.  Cbaii^ 
man,  that,  at  that  period  of  their  livea  and  aei^ 
vitnde,  in  which  yon  make  them  liable,  if  this 
section  is  retained,  to  be  drawn  irom  the  service 
of  their  masters,  that  then,  and  only  then,  an 
they  enabled  and  become  qoalifled  to  make  same 
remuneration  for  the  pains  and  attention  paid 
to  their  improvement  and  instmction  hy  the 
worthy  and  industrious  mechanic  or  manu&o- 
turer;  and  will  you,  by  this  unpropitiona  act 
endanger  the  future  happiness  of  the  former,  and 
withhold  that  just  reward  due  to  the  indostry  (^ 
the  latter !  You  annihilate  this  contract,  whidi 
ought  to  be  held,  if  possible,  inviolate  by  the 
Government.  Every  principle  of  justice  and 
sound  policy  dictat«8  its  rigid  fulfilment.  Are 
we  not  aware,  sir,  of  the  immense  Enms  now  in- 
vested and  actively  employed  in  the  differrat 
mannihctorios  distributed  over  our  extenave 
country !  Do  we  not  know  that  the  mannal  la- 
bor of  them  is  conducted  principally  by  such 
who  now  are,  or  will  in  time,  come  within  tbe 

S-ovision  of  this  section  of  your  bill  f  Have  this 
ovemment,  and  the  people  of  this  country,  no 
interest  in  the  prosperity  of  these  manu&eto- 
ries  I  I  have  been  alwaya  taught,  and  for  one 
do  religiously  believe,  on  their  materials  virtual- 
ly depends  the  completion  of  our  independence 
as  a  nation.  Let  me  entreat  yon  to  reflect  be- 
fore you  hazard  this  dangeroos  experimenL 
lest,  in  the  adoption  of  this  hitherto  novel 
principle,  and  in  its  operation,  yoa  may  ea- 
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duger  the  eafeVj,  or,  at  laaat,  tha  proBperit^ 
of  oar  BepabUc,  by  giving  ite  maunfaotories  a 
TttatsUb. 

Suodrr  other  unendniBtita  were  proposed  in 
tbe  oomnilttee,  afUr  the  bill  vea  reported  to 
tbe  House,  aod  oegadved.  The  bill  was  then 
ordered  to  be  en^j^csed  for  &  third  reading. 

Batcbpat,  NoTember  21. 

Pay  of  tht  Army. 

An  eogroaeed  bill  "  oonoeniing  the  pa;  of  the 

lUHi-coiiuniBsioned  officers,  mnsieians,  privates, 

and  others  of  the  Armj,  aiid  lor  other  pnrpOMa," 

waa  read  the  third  time. 

Xr.  QuiNOT.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  sensible  that 
I  owe  an  apology  for  addreeungyou  at  so  earlj 
a  period  of  tbe  seasioo,  aad  so  aoon  after  taking 
my  seat,  if  not  to  the  House  at  least  to  my  par- 
ticnJar  oonstitueote.  It  ia  well  known  to  them, 
at  least  to  very  many  of  them,  for  I  have  taken 
no  puna  to  cooceal  Uie  iatention,  that  I  came 
to  thid  session  of  Congress  with  a  settled  deter- 
mination to  take  DO  part  in  the  deliberation  of 
the  House.  I  had  adopted  this  resolution,  not 
BO  much  from  aseoseof  self-respeot,  as  of  public 
daty.  Beven  years' experience  in  the  bu^esB  of 
this  House,  baa  convinced  methat  from  this  side 
of  the  Uooae  all  argmneot  is  hopeless ;  that  what- 
ever a  m^ority  has  determined  to  do,  it  will  do 
in  spite  ot  any  moral  euggestioa,  or  any  illns- 
tration  made  in  this  quarter.  Whether  it  be 
from  the  nature  of  man,  or  whether  it  be  from 
tbe  partjcalar  provisiuns  of  our  ooostitution,  I 
know  not,  but  the  experience  of  my  political 
life  has  perfectly  convinced  me  of  this  faot^  that 
the  will  of  the  Cabioet  is  the  law  of  tbe  land. 
TJnder  these  impressions,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty 
net  to  deceive  my  oonstitaenta ;  and  had,  there- 
fore, resolved  by  no  act  or  ezpreaaion  of  mine, 
in  any  way,  to  conntenance  the  belief,  that  any 
representation  I  could  make  on  this  floor  could 
be  useful  to  them,  or  that  I  ooold  serve  them 
any  farther  than  by  a  silent  vote.  Even  now, 
sir,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  iato  this  dis- 
cussion. I  shall  present  yon  my  thoughts  rather 
by  way  of  protest  than  of  argument.  And  I 
■ball  not  trouble  myself  afterwards  with  any 
cavils  that  may  be  made;  neither  by  whom,  nor 
in  what  manner. 

_  I  should  not  have  deviated  from  the  resola- 
tionof  which  I  have  spoken,  were  it  not  for 
what  appears  to  me  tbe  atrocity  of  the  priocipie, 
■nd  the  magnitude  of  the  mischief  cunt^ned  in 
the  provi^oDS  of  this  bilL  When  1  speak  of  the 
principle  as  atrocious,  I  beg  distinotly  to  be  nn- 
derstood  as  not  impeaching  the  motives  of  any 
gSDtlemen,  or  rep  resenting  them  as  advocating 
an  atrocious  principle.  1  speak  only  of  the 
numuer  in  whioh  the  object  presents  itself  tomy 
meral  view. 


Iti 


the  principle  oontained  in  the  third  seo- 
'  the  bill  of  which  I  speak.     That  section 


provides,  that  "  every  peraon  above  the  age  of 
eighteen  veors,  who  shall  be  enlisted  by  any  of- 
ficer, shall  be  held  in  the  service  of  the  United 


States  during  the  period  of  sach  enlistment; 
any  thing  in  any  act  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
stMiding."     Tbe  nature  of  this  provision  is  ap- 

Sarent,  its  tendency  is  not  denied.  It  is  to  se- 
uce  minors  of  all  descriptions,  be  they  wards, 
apprentices,  or  children,  from  the  service  of 
their  gaardians,  masters,  and  psreots.  On  this 
principle,  I  rest  my  objection  to  the  bill.  I 
meddle  not  with  the  nature  of  the  war.  Kor 
I  am  hostile  to  this  war,  both  ia 


its  principle  and  its  oonduot,  that  I  at  presenl 

make  any  ot^jection  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill 


bill. 


I  say  nodiing  ag^st  its  waste  of  public  money. 
If  eight  dollars  a  month  for  the  private  be  not 
enough,  take  sixteen  dollars.  Lf  that  be  not 
enongh  take  twenty.  Economy  is  not  my  dif- 
ficulty. Nor  do  I  think  much  of  that  objection 
of  which  my  honorable  friend  from  Pennsylva- 
nia (Ifr.  Miufos)  seemed  to  think  a  great  deal ; 
the  liberation  of  debtors  from  their  obligations. 
8ofar  as  relates  to  tbe  present  ailment,  with- 
out any  objection  from  me,  you  may  take  what 
temptations  you  please,  and  apply  them  to  the 
ordinary  haunts  for  enlistment— -clear  the  jails 
— exhaust  the  brothel— make  a  desert  of  the 
tippling  shop — lay  what  snares  you  please  for 
overgrown  vice,  for  lunacy,  which  is  of  full  age, 
and  idiooy  out  of  its  time. 

But  here  stop.  Touch  not  private  right — re- 
gard the  Bocred  ties  of  guardian  and  master — 
corrupt  not  onr  youth — listen  to  the  necesMUee 
of  our  meohanics  and  manufacturers— have 
eompasuon  for  the  tears  of  parents. 

In  order  to  give  a  clear  view  of  my  subject,  I 
shall  consider  it  under  three  aspects — its  ab- 
surdity— its  inequality — its  immorality. 

In  remarking  on  the  absurdity  of  this  princi- 

£le  it  is  necessary  to  recur  to  tbat  part  of  the 
[essage  of  the  I^sident  of  tlie  United  States  at 
the  opening  of  the  preseut  session  of  Congress, 
which  introduced  the  objects  proposed  in  tliis 
bill  to  the  oon«deration  of  the  House;  and  to 
observe  the  strange  and  left-b«nde<l  conolosions 
it  contuna  The  paragraph  to  which  1  allude  is 
the  following: 

"  With  ■  vie*  to  that  vigorons  piosecntion  of  the 
mr,  to  which  oornatiOBalficnlCiessre  adequate,  the 
■ttentiini  of  CoDgrets  will  be  particularly  drawn  to 
the  iamffioieiu^  of  existing  provinoob  for  filling  op 
the  unitary  EstablJahment  Such  ii  tbe  happy  eon- 
dilioD  of  our  oouatiy,  arising  from  tbe  facility  of  leb- 
ustence  and  the  high  Hagea  for  every  species  of  oo- 
cupatian,  that,  DotwithBtauding  the  augmented  ia- 
ducementi  provided  it  the  lust  Kaiion,  a  partial  >no- 
cess  only  haa  attended  the  recruiting  aervice.  The 
deficiency  has  been  necesMrily  nipplied  doriiu  the 
campaigD,  by  other  than  regular  troops,  vitb  aS  ths 
iDConvanieDCea  and  eipeoM  iucident  to  thsm.  The 
remedy  lies  in  ostHbli dung  more  favorably  for  tbe 
private  (oldier,  the  proportjon  betnsao  his  recom- 
pensB  and  the  term  of  enliitment.  And  it  ia  a  nb- 
ject  which  oaonot  too  aooa  or  too  •erionily  ba   taken 


Mr.  Speaker — What  a  picture  of  felicity  has 
the  Prendentof  the  United  States  here  drawn  in 
describing  the  situation  of  tbe  yeomanry  of  this 
ooontry !    Th^  condition  happy — snbsistemM 
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easy — wagea  high— Ml  emplo j.  To  snch  (a- 
Tored  beings  what  would  be  the  snggeatioua  of 
love,  tTul7  parental  t  Sorely  that  bo  much  hag^ 
pineas  Bhould  not  be  pat  at  hazard.  That  in- 
nocencB  should  not  be  tempted  to  aoenea  of 
gnilt.  That  the  prospering  plooghshore  ahoiUd 
not  be  exchanged  for  the  sword.  Such  would 
be  the  lessons  of  parental  loTe.  And  snch  will 
slwayo  be  the  lessons  which  the  Freaident  of  the 
nnit«d  States  wiU  teach  in  aacfa  a  state  of  tbiogs, 
whenever  a  fether  of  hU  conntry  is  at  the  head 
of  the  nation.  Alast  Mr.  Speaker,  how  dif- 
ferent is  this  Message!  The  borden  of  (he 
thoDght  is,  bow  to  decoy  the  happy  yeomen 
from  liome,  from  peace,  and  prosperity,  to 
Bcenes  of  blood — bow  to  but  the  man-trap ; 
what  indnoements  shall  be  held  forth  to  avarice, 
which  neither  virtue  nor  habit,  dm'  wise  infla- 
enoes,  can  resist  But  this  is  not  the  whole. 
Oni'  children  are  to  be  seduced  from  their  per 
,  rents.  Apprentices  are  invited  to  abandon  their 
masters.      A   legislative  sanction  is  offered  to 

Sirfidy  and  treachery.  Bounty  and  wages  to 
ial  disobedience.  Snch  are  the  moral  means 
by  which  a  war,  not  of  defence  or  of  necessity, 
butof  pride  and  ambition,  should  be  prosecnted. 
Fit  means  to  such  an  end. 

The  absnrdity  of  this  bill  consists  in  this :  in 
soppodng  these  provisions  to  be  ihe  remedy  for 
the  evil,  of  which  the  Preudent  compluna. 
The  diffloolty  is,  tliat  men  cannot  be  enlisted. 
lite  remedy  proposed  is,  more  money~-and  le- 
gislative liberty  to  corrupt  our  youth.  And  how 
is  this  proved  to  be  a  reined  v  ?  Why  it  has 
been  told  us,*  on  the  other  side  of  the  Honse, 
that  this  is  the  tbing  they  do  in  France.  That 
the  age  between  eighteen  and  twenty-one  is  the 
best  age  to  nialce  soldiers.  That  it  is  the  most 
fevorile  age,  inBonaparte's  conscription.  Well, 
lir,  what  then?  Are  we  in  France  f  Is  Napo- 
leon our  king )  Or  is  he  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales?  The  style  in  which  this  exam- 
ple has  been  urged  on  the  Eoase,  recalls  to  my 
recoUectiun  very  strongly  a  caricature  print 
which  was  much  ciroukted  in  the  early  period 
of  onr  Revolutionary  war.  The  picture  repre- 
sented America  as  a  hale  yonlh,  about  eighteen 
or  twenty-one,  with  a  huge  purse  in  his  pockeL 
Lord  North,  with  a  pistol  at  his  breast,  was 
saying  "  deliver  your  money."  George  the 
Third,  pointing  at  the  young  man,  and,  speaking 
to  Lord  North,  said,  ''  I  give  yon  that  man's 
money  for  my  use,*'  Behind  the  whole  group  was 
aFrenchman  capering,  rubbing  his  bandf  for  joy, 
and  eicl^ming,  "  Be  Gar  I  just  so  in  France  I  " 
Kow,  Mr,  Speaker,  1  have  no  nunner  of  donbt, 
that  the  day  that  this  act  passes,  and  the  whole 
class  of  our  Northern  yontb  is  made  subject  to 
the  bribes  of  your  recruiting  officers,  that  there 
will  be  thousands  of  Frenchmen  in  tbeae  United 
Slates,  rubbing  their  hands  for  joy,  and  exclaim- 
ing, "Be  Garl  just  so  in  France."  Sir,  the 
great  mistake  of  this  whole  project  lies  in  this : 
that  French  maxims  are  applied  to  American 
Statea.  Now  it  onght  never  to  be  lost  sight  of  by 
the  legislators  of  this  conntry,  that  the  people 


of  it  are  not  sod  never  can  be  FrenehmcD— sod, 
on  the  contrary,  that  tbey  are,  and  can  ners 
be  any  thing  else  than  freemen. 

The  true  sonroe  of  the  al»ardity  of  this  ittll, 
is  m  mistake  in  the  natnre  of  the  eviL  Tba 
President  of  the  United  States  tells  us  that  tlie 
Administral ion  have  not  sufficient  men  for  their 
armies.  The  reason  is,  he  adds,  the  want  d 
pecuniary  motive.  In  this  lies  the  error.  It  ii 
not  pecnniary  motive  that  is  wanting  to  tin  tobi 
armies.  It  is  moral  motive  in  which  yon  m 
deficient.  Sir,  whatever  difference  of  o[h^ib 
may  exist  among  the  happy  and  wise  yeomaoiT 
at  New  Fn^and,  in  relation  to  the  principle  tai 
necessity  of  this  war,  'there  ia  very  little,  or  S 
least  mneh  less  diversity  of  sentiment^  coacera- 
ing  the  invasion  of  Canada,  as  a  means  of  jhmk- 
cutiog  it.  They  do  not  want  Canada  as  an  ob- 
ject of  ambiticsi ;  they  do  not  want  it  n  a 
otject  of  plnnder.  They  see  no  imagioablecoD- 
nection  between  the  conquest  of  that  provim 
and  the  attainment  of  thoee  oommeroial  r^m 
which  were  the  pretended  objects  of  the  wtr. 
On  the  contrary,  tbey  see,  and  very  plainly  to^ 
that  if  our  Cabinet  be  gratified  in  the  object  rf 
its  ambition,  and  Canada  become  a  conquered 
province,  tliat  an  apology  is  immediately  giva 
for  extending  and  maintaining  in  that  connirj 
alarge  military  force;  under  pretence  of  pre- 
serving the  conquered  territoriee — r^ly.  iri^ 
a  view  to  overawe  adjoining  States.  Vilh  ttw 
view  of  that  project  theyeomaury  of  NewEiif 
lend  want  that  moral  motive  which  wiO  tkiM, 
in  that  country,  fill  your  armies  with  men  Wiw- 
thy  enlisting.  Tbey  have  no  desire  to  be 
the  tools  of  the  ambiUon  of  any  mim  or  laj 
aet  of  men.  Schemes  and  conquest  have  m 
charms  for  them. 

Abandon  yonr  projects  of  invasion;  throv 
yonr  shield  over  the  seaboatd  and  the  frontie'; 
awe  into  silence  the  Indians  in  yonr  territory; 
forti^  yonr  cities ;  take  the  shackles  from  yonr 
commerce ;  give  na  ships  and  seamen  ;  and  ^xtr 
the  people  of  that  conntry  a  wise  object  of  wv- 
fiire ;  and  there  will  be  no  want  of  men,  moDty, 

I  proceed  to  my  eecond  otjection,  which  we 
to  the  inequality  of  the  operation  of  the  profi- 
rionsof  this  bill.  It  is  never  to  be  forgotten,  M 
the  cundnct  of  the  Government  of  these  I'uiUd 
States,  that  it  is  a  political  association  of  inde- 
pendent sovereignties,  greatly  differing  in  i«fiect 
of  wealth,  resource,  enterprise,  extent  of  leiri- 
tory,  and  preparaticm  of  arms.  It  ought,  also, 
never  to  be  forgotten,  that  the  proportion  of 
physical  force  which  nature  has  given  doe)  not 
lie  within  precisely  the  same  line  of  dirison 
with  the  proportiDn  of  political  influence  vUcb 
the  constitQiion  has  provided.  Now,  sir,  wi» 
men,  conducting  a  political  associaticn  thu  ooo- 
Btrnoted,  ought  always  to  have  mainly  ia  riev, 
not  to  disgust  any  of  the  great  sections  of  tht 
country,  either  in  regard  to  their  interests,  their 
habits,  or  their  prejudices.  Particularly  oo^it 
tbey  to  be  caotions  not  to  burdea  any  of  tbi 
great  sections  in  a  way  pecoliorly  odions  to  lhei% 
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and  in  which  the  reaidne  of  the  States  oannot 
be  partaken,  or  at  least  onl;  in  ■  verj  Boiall  de- 
gree. I  think  this  principle  of  poliiloal  BcCioa 
is  incontroTsrtible.  Now,  sir,  of  all  tbediatinc- 
tione  which  exist  in  these  United  States,  that 
which  resolta  from  the  character  of  the  lahor  in 
different  parts  of  the  coantry,  is  the  moat  obTi- 
OQs  and  critica].  In  the  Soathern  States,  all 
the  laboriooa  iadasti7  of  the  coantrj  ia  con- 
ducted b;  slaves;  in  the  Nortiiem  Siatw  it  is 
conducted  b;  the  yeomanry,  their  apprentices, 
or  children.  The  truth  is,  that  the  only  real 
property,  in  the  labor  of  omera,  which  exists  in 
the  Northern  States,  is  that  wliioh  is  posseseed 
in  that  of  minora — the  very  olaas  of  which,  at 
ita  most  Taloable  period,  this  law  proposes  to 
diveet  them.  The  planter  of  the  S<nith  con 
look  Tonnd  opon  his  hfly,  his  hundred,  and  his 
thonsand  of  hnman  beings,  and  say,  These  are 
my  property.  The  farmer  of  the  North  has 
only  one  or  two  ewe  Iamb* — his  children — of 
which  he  can  say,  and  say  with  pride,  like  the 
Boman  matron,  "These  are  ray  ornaments." 
Yet  these,  this  bill  proposes  to  tkke  from  him, 
or  (what  ia  the  same  thing)  proposes  to  oormpt 
them— to  bribe  them  oat  of  bis  service;  and 
that,  too,  at  the  very  age  when  the  desire  of 
freedom  is  the  most  active,  and  the  splendor  of 
&lae  glory  the  inoat  enticing.  Yet,  yoar  slaves 
are  safe ;  there  is  no  project  for  their  monomis- 
aion  in  the  bill.  The  husbandman  of  the  North, 
the  mechanic,  the  mannfaotarer,  shall  have  the 
property  he  holds  in  the  minora  aabject  to  him 
put  to  hazard.  Your  property  in  the  labor  of 
others  ia  safe.  Where  is  the  justice — where  the 
eqaelity— of  such  a  provision  ? 

It  ia  very  well  known  in  our  country — indeed 
it  is  obvioDS,  from  the  very  natnre  of  the  thing 
— that  the  exact  period  of  life  at  which  the 
temptation  of  this  law  be^na  to  operate  upon 
the  minor,  is  the  moment  when  bis  services  be- 

S'n  to  be  the  most  useful  to  the  parent  or  master. 
ntQ  the  age  of  18,  the  boy  haa  hardly  paid  to 
the  parent  or  master  the  cost  of  his  clotljingand 
education.  Between  the  age  of  IS  and  20,  is 
just  the  period  of  profit  to  the  father  and 
master.  It  is  also  the  period  at  which,  from  the 
approximation  towards  manhood,  service  begins 
to  grow  irksome,  and  the  desire  of  Uberty  pow- 
erful. Tbepaanonaare  then,  also,  to  their  most 
nagoverned  away;  and  the  judgment,  uot  yet 
ripe,  can  easily  be  infetualod  and  corrupted  by 
the  vain  dreams  of  military  glory.  At  this 
period,  your  law  appears  with  its  instrnmenta  of 
sednctiou.  It  ofiera  freedom  to  the  minor's  de- 
ure  of  Uberty — plunder  to  his  avarice — glory  to 
bis  weakness.  In  short,  it  offers  bounty  and 
wages  for  disobedience  to  his  natural  or  social 
obligatjons.  This  is  a  true  view  of  this  law. 
That  it  will  have  that  full  operation  which  its 
advocates  hope  and  eipect^that  it  will  fill 
jour  armies  with  runaways  from  their  masters 
and  &tbers — I  do  uot  believe ;  but,  that  it  will 
have  a  very  great  operation,  I  know.  The 
temptation  to  some  of  our  youth  will  be  irreaist- 


ible.  With  my  consent,  they  shall  never  be 
exposed  to  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  what  I  am  now  abont  to 
say  will  not  be  construed  into  a  threat.  It  U 
not  uttered  in  that  spirit;  but  only  to  evince 
the  strength  of  my  convictions  couceraing  the 
effect  of  the  provisions  of  this  law  on  tlie 
hopes  of  New  Englaod,  partionlarly  of  Uassa- 
chusetts.  Bat  pass  it,  and  if  the  Legislatures 
of  the  injured  Stales  do  not  come  down  npon 
your  recruiting  officers  with  the  old  laws 
against  kidnapping  and  mau-Btealing,  they  are 
f^se  to  themselves,  tbeir  posterity,  and  their 
country. 

Mr.  FiBK  expressed  the  aatonishmcDt  he  felt 
at  the  observation  which  bad  fallen  from  the 
genUemau  last  up.  He  certainly  agreed  with 
the  gentleman  in  one  thing:  that  those  who 
are  in  pursuit  of  a  favorite  object  frequently 
overleap  the  bounds  of  reason  and  decorum  in 
support  of  it.  Now,  it  had  been  a  favorite  ob- 
ject with  that  gentleman  to  shield  the  British 
Government  &om  blame ;  and  it  was  an  object 
which  be  certainly  pursued  with  the  greatest 
ardor  and  anxiety.  In  the  address  of  that 
gentleman's  political  tHends,  in  Congress,  tO 
their  constituents,  subsequent  to  the  duclaration 
of  war,  it  had  been  deceptively  said,  that  a  dis- 
position existed  in  the  British  Government  to 
make  an  arrangement  on  the  subject  of  impress- 
ment. Now,  sir,  that  the  ground  is  taken  from 
under  them,  we  hear  that  the  object  of  the  war 
is  an  unrighteous  one,  and  we  are  guilty  of 
waging  ic  Is  it  indeed  guilty  to  defend  our 
country!  said  Mr.  F,  The  gentleman  would 
overawe  the  Indians.  Sir,  the  most  innocent 
party  in  the  war  against  ue  is  the  savage  him- 
self. How  comes  he  in  the  ranks  against  us, 
with  his  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife  ?  Why 
is  he  impelled  to  shed  our  blood  1  Why  has 
the  gentleman  ahielded  British  instigation  of 
theiroutragesi 

Again,  sir,  has  the  gentleman  no  feeling  for 
the  sufferings,  no  ear  for  the  groans  of  our 
suffering  seamen}  Has  he  no  sympathy  for 
those  relations  of  life,  from  which  the  seamen 
is  torn  away,  and  for  that  moral  sentiment 
which  is  violated  in  that  outrage — and  are  we 
guilty  because  we  seek  to  shield  our  citizens 
from  itt  Are  we  guilty  because  wo  resist  the 
British  scalpuig  knife?  Recall  the  year  '96  to 
your  recollection,  sir,  and  the  pompous  display 
of  energy  at  that  day,  and  the  armies  raised — 
to  fight  whom? — a  few  miserable  Frenchmen 
whom  they  could  catch  at  sea.  War  was  then 
a  mere  amusement.  Why,  that  we  are  now  at 
war  with  the  nation  who  has  been  seizing  our 
property,  capturing  our  citizens,  and  carrying 
them  into  slavery — why  are  our  means  for  car- 
rying on  war  to  be  limited? 

As'to  the  provision  of  this  bill  so  much  ob- 
jected to,  was  it  esteemed  such  a  violation  of 
all  right  and  principle  in  the  commencement  of 
(he  Bevolution  to  take  children  of  sixteen 
years  of  age  from  their  parents?    That  was  a 
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period  whefl  the  jonth  of  the  oonntrj 
Tited  to  tlie  field.  I  was  one  who  accepted  the 
invitatioit,  and  1  have  never  regretted  it  Bnt, 
says  the  gentleman,  will  yon  take  the  oluld  from 
the  parent)  Sir,  which  excites  the  most  tears 
—a  child  leaving  bis  parent  to  defend-  hia  coaii- 
try,  or  a  poreat  torn  from  his  fiunil;  and  his 
oonntry  to  fight  for  a  foreign  power)  The 
tmth  is,  that  most  of  those  who  atyeot  to  this 
bill  would  destroy  all  the  means  of  carrjing  od 
the  war,  if  they  oonld.  It  was  not  ihooght  im- 
moral in  the  war  of  the  Revoln^oQ  to  take 
youths  of  this  age,  nor  were  they  the  least  e£B- 
cient  part  of  our  army, 

Mr.  D.  B.  WiLLUMB  said,  if  it  was  poOHble 
for  him  to  keep  down  those  teelings  of  indigna- 
tion which  pressed  upon  his  mind,  in  what  be 
had  now  to  oSer,  be  would  speak  with  dne 
respect  to  the  orders  of  the  House,  and  not  in- 
fringe its  privileges.  He  wished,  indeed,  he 
had  not  occasion  to  speak ;  bat,  sir,  eud  he,  it 
is  my  roisfonone  to  be  the  ChairmoD  of  the 
Military  Committee,  more,  Hr.  Speaker,  by 
your  partiality  than  by  any  merit  of  mine.  I 
am  compelled  to  rise.  I  have  been  stigmatized 
by  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Qcikot)  as  the  Introducer 
into  this  House  of  an  atrocioDS  principle.  If 
such  language  comports  with  our  rules  of  order, 
I  must  submit,  seeing  it  is  uttered  where  he  is 
protected ;  but,  sir,  1  must  pronounce  it  a  libel 
on  myself,  and  throw  it  back  on  him  who  ut- 
tered it,  as  a  foul,  atrocious  libel  on  the  com- 
mittee. Bir,  I  came  here  not  disposed  to  use 
such  laaguage  ;  nothing  but  extreme  injury 
ahould  extort  it  from  me.  I  wish  that  the  gen- 
tleman had  kept  the  resolve  be  informed  us  he 
had  formed;  as  he  coold  not  do  so,  i  would 
that  he  had  been  good  enongh  to  spare  me 
from  the  acrimony  of  his  remarks.  Atrocity! 
The  advocate  of  au  atrocious  principle  I  Let 
the  geniluman  recur  to  those  who  originated 
this  principle ;  let  him  go  back  to  the  day  of  the 
BevolutioD,  and  damn  the  memory  of  the  pa- 
triots of  those  times,  the  fnut  of  whose  labors 
he  so  ill  deserves  to  enjoy.  The  proviaons  of 
those  days  authorized  the  entistment  of  all  over 
the  age  of  sixteen  years.  Kor  does  the  stjite- 
ment  which  the  gentientan  from  New  York 
made  alter  the  case,  for  if  there  be  an  increase 
of  population  since  the  Resolution,  there  ap- 
pears to  be  a  correspondent  deterioration  of 
patriotism.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
admits  that  a  necesuty  may  exist  to  justify  the 
course  proposed  by  the  bill.  Well,  ur,  was 
there  ever  a  crisis  calling  on  a  people  for  vigor- 
ous exertions  more  awful  than  that  which  im- 
pends over  OS  now)  Now,  when  a  vile  spirit 
of  party  has  gone  abroad  and  distraeted  the 
Union)  Now,  that  the  State  which  the  gentle- 
man represents  is  almost  in  arms  against  ns? 
And,  in  such  a  state  of  things  are  we  to  be  told 
that  we  are  espousing  an. atrocious  principle, 
because  we  ere  seeking  for  the  means  to  defend 
our  country )  The  will  of  the  President  is  the 
law  of  tlie  land,  says  the  gentleman.  How 
can  he  expect  his  arguments  to  be  attended  to, 
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when  the  first  word  he  utters  after  taking  hi* 
seat  is  to  insolt  and  abuse  every  one  itppoaei 
him  in  opinion.  I  beg  your  paxdon,  Ur 
1  ssk  that  of  the  Honae,  for  the  laa- 
>m  compelled  to  use ;  but  so  long  as  I 
am  a  man,  so  help  me  God,  when  I  am  Udd  I 
am  actuated  bj  an  atrodoua  principle,  I  wiH 
throw  it  back  in  the  teeth  of  the  aaeertor  as  la 
atrocious  fidsehood.    I.ook  ba^  on  the  priod- 


not  call  the  honeet  federalist,  who  is  willing  to 
anpport  his  country's  rights,  hia  JHeod — even  ii 
England,  the  nation  from  which  he  talks  of  re- 
ceiving bis  religion  and  morality,  and  I  nu^ 
add,  his  ideas  of  mir  rights — even  in  that  ooua- 
try  tbey  do  not  prevent  enlistment  of  mioon— 
that  is,  they  are  not  discharged  on  the  groond 
of  minority.  I  have  said  before,  sir,  t£>t  rt 
had  examples  in  our  own  Oovemment,  drawa 
not  to  be  snre  from  the  purest  times,  bat  whiik 
more  than  covered  the  whole  case.  A  law  vh 
passed  in  1T6S  which  onthorized  the  enlistmeat 
not  only  of  minors  but  every  descriptioa  of  per- 
sons whom  the  President  of  the  United  Stau* 
thought  proper  to  have  enlisted — which  author- 
ized him  to  send  his  recruiting  sei^eants  inte 
every  family  and  take  those  who  anited  hia 
beat.  This  was  the  prindple  of  bis  fiieods. 
Does  the  gentleman  say  thai  it  wsa  atrocioosin 
1798  to  defend  ourselves  against  the  Frawhf 
But  it  has  become  bo  now,  s^mg  the  defoice 
we  seek  ia  against  the  English-  'Hie  gentlemu 
haa  said  we  act  on  an  abeord  principle ;  that  t« 
have  mistaken  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  wir 
to  eflect :  we  want  the  moral  means.  By  this  I 
preemne  he  would  be  understood  that  the  pco- 

file  are  opposed  to  the  war,  particularly  to  00 
and  operatioDS.  There  seems  then  to  be  no 
mot's]  objectian  to  the  war  on  the  ocean.  And, 
sir,  if  it  be  not  immoral  to  support  the  war  oa 
the  ocean,  on  what  posuble  principle  can  it  bs 
immoral,  in  the  same  cause,  to  support  it  oaths 
land)  The  war  on  both  dements  is  fbr  the 
same  object ;  not  as  the  gentleman  aaya,  to  lok 
and  plunder  in  Canada,  but.  according  to  the 
motto  of  the  gallant  Captain  Porter,  for  ''  fie* 
trade  and  sailors'  i%hts." 

Hr.  PrrEiN  remarked  that  the  power  giv» 
to  a  recruiting  o£Qcer  to  enlist  miaan  was  i 
new  principle.  It  had  not  been  acted  open 
before,  or  since  the  Bevolnljon — this  is  a  otw 
mode  of  raising  an  army ;  were  gentl^Dcn  pre- 
pared to  adopt  this  new  principle  t  Aithtngb 
by  the  resolves  of  the  Cougrces  of  1776,  minora 
could  be  enlisted,  yet  apprentice  were  ei- 
empted — and  if  any  were  enlisted,  ye^  o" 
proper  application,  they  were  discharged,  in- 
iees  it  could  be  shown  the  enlistment  was  «it^ 
the  oonsent  of  thur  masters  or  gnardians.  By 
the  law  of  '98,  the  Prudent  oertaiuly  ooold 
direct  relative  to  the  age  and  size  of  a  recrort 
—yet  to  whom  did  he  apply  ?  Not  w  appiw*- 
tices — not  to  wards — and  then  if  an  officer  SB- 
listed  an  apprentice  without  the  consent  of  hii 
master,  he  could  be  taken  away  fiom  him  by 
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the  writ  of  habeai  eorput  and  the  ofBcer  held 
lUtte  for  damages.  The  eleveotb  section  of  the 
Uw  for  raioDg  an  additioiiBl  military  force  con- 
tained a  smilar  proTiiion,  and  it  was  also  neoes- 
H17  the  ccDseDt  of  the  master  or  goardian 
should  be  in  vriting. 

Kr.  P.  did  not  intend  to  meddle  at  all  with 
die  policy  of  war — he  aboiild  confine  faimself  to 
the  connderation  of  tlie  most  important  prin- 
ciple contained  in  the  third  eection  of  the  bill 
The  efiect  of  this  bill  goes  to  infiinge  all  the 
State  laws.  Tbef  all  provide  for  the  relatioiiB 
which  exist  between  a  master  and  his  appren- 
tice— a  guardian  and  his  ward ;  if  the  appren- 
tice nms  awa;  he  can  be  procured  and  brought 
hack ;  and  aome  of  the  States  provide,  that 
when  the  apprentice  comes  again  into  the  pos- 
senion  of  his  master,  that  he  shall  serve  not 
only  the  time  lost,  but  aa  extra  time,  to  remn- 
nerate  hia  master  hj  these  servicee  for  the  losnee 
he  has  sustained.  If  joo  take  away  his  appren- 
tice jon  deprive  him  of  bis  property — tliis  is  a 
loss  to  the  master,  or  he  most  recover  where 
the  services  are  due ;  that  la,  of  the  parent  or 
gnardian,  who  are  one  of  the  contracting  par- 
ties 10  the  indentures — and  where  is  the  reme- 
dj!  Will  not  the  ofBcer  be  also  liable  to  the  State 
laws?  Does  not  the  consdtntion  saj,  no  laws 
shall  be  passed  ahrogating  contracts!  This 
bill  will  in  iu  operation  sanction  the  violation 
of  contracts,  or  it  means  nothing — it  sanctions 
the  right  to  take  away  the  property  of  gaor- 
diana,  parents  or  masters,  without  providing 
iDj  compensation  for  the  same.  I  repeat,  yon 
are  introducing  a  new  prindple  in  the  mode  of 
•dministcring  Government.  The  pressure  is 
also  beyond  comparison  nneqoal  on  the  North- 
ern States.  Do  gentlemen  plead  the  nec«B- 
■ty  of  the  ease  t  Does  a  neceesity  exist  su- 
perior to  the  laws  ?  Are  we  to  understand  that 
the  taiiu  populi  shall  rule  withont  control  t  If 
not,  then  What  ii  meant  by  this  grant  to  take 
the  property  of  your  oonstitnente,  and  leave 
them  no  remedy  for  the  iitjuryl  The  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina  has  refer- 
red to  the  practice  of  other  nations.  Great 
Britain  herself  never  incorporated  apprentices 
into  her  armiea. 

Mr.  WnxuiB  admitted  that  apprentices  were 
exempt — but  minors  were  not 

Mr.  PrrxiN  agreed  hut  even  when  minors  are 
enlisted  without  the  consent  of  their  guardians 
PT  masters,  they  can  be  released  by  the  writ  of 
kabeat  eorpvt.  I  believe  that,  in  17C4,  Great 
Britain  passed  an  act  which  was  designed  to 
extand  to  only  the  colonies ;  it  allowed  indent- 
ed fervanta  to  be  enlisted  into  the  army — but 
this  act  made  provinon  for  the  master,  if  the 
oompensalion  was  claimed  within  so  many 
months  after  enlistment,  and  the  necessary  facte 
were  proved  before  any  two  Justices  of  the 
peace.  Whether  this  act  was  ever  carried  into 
effect  I  do  not  know — but  I  do  know  that  com- 
MDsatJoD  was  provided  for  the  property  taken 
from  the  master  in  the  person  of  his  servant. 

Mr.  Tboup. — If  a  stranger  in  the  gallery  had 


i»An^. [H.  o»B. 

listeoed  to  the  member  from  Massachusetts,  h'e, 
wonld  have  supposed  that  the  provision  of  the 
bill  against  which  the  gentleman's  anathemas 
were  most  vehemently  levelled,  authorized  the 
recruiting  sergeant  to  enter  the  house  of  the 
citixeii,  drag  from  it  the  yonng  man,  and  trans- 
port him,  loaded  with  chains,  (as  is  said  to  be 
the  practice  of  one  nation  of  Enrope,)  to  the 
armies.  Who  would  have  supposed  that  the 
provisions  merely  authorized  the  recruiting 
sergeant  to  accept  the  voluntary  service  of  the 
yoong  man,  between  eighteen  and  twenty-onet 
The  service  due  to  the  country,  prior  in  point 
of  time,  paramount  in  obligation  roust  yield, 
says  the  gentleman,  to  the  service  due  to  the 
master,  the  parent,  or  the  gnardian.  If,  sir, 
in  the  days  of  Bome's  greatness,  if  in  the  proud 
days  of  Grecian  glory,  the  man  could  have  been 
found  base  and  hardy  enongh  to  withhold  the 
yoimg  men  ftom  the  public  service,  to  turn 
them  from  the  patli  of  honor,  or  to  restrain 
them  from  the  field  of  fam^  he  would  have 
been  hurled  from  the  Torpetan  Rock  or  con- 
signed to  the  Cave  of  Trophonlus.  The  yonrg 
man  is  preferred  here,  not  becanse  be  is  pre- 
ferred in  fYonce,  but  becanse  his  physical  con- 
stitution and  his  moral  temperament  peculiarly 
qualify  him  for  the  arduous  duties  of  tbe  field  and 
camp;  bodily  vigor  and  activity,  ardor,  enter- 
prise, impetuosity;  without  family,  and  there- 
fore without  the  cares  which  family  involve. 
No  wife,  no  helpless  children.  Without  care, 
but  for  his  connby.  Without  fear,  but  for  her 
dishonor.  He  is  most  eminently  qualiSed  for 
the  duties  of  the  camp  and  the  field ;  all  ex- 
perience has  proved  it. 


.  had  frequently 
been  heretofore;  that  is,  they  take  up  a  very 
small  Bultject  and  make  a  very  great  one  of  it. 
The  only  question  for  discusnon  appeared  to 
him  to  bo,  whether  or  not  they  would  enlist 
into  the  Army  young  men  between  the  ages  of 
eighteen  and  twenty-one.  He  was  very  sorry 
tbat^  at  this  early  period  of  the  session,  a  dis- 
cussion had  been  introduced  into  tbe  House, 
which  had  at  all  times  letter  be  let  alone,  that 
of  foreign  infinence.  He  did  not  mean  to  di»- 
CUHB  it;  but,  if  gentlemen  were  anxious  for  it, 
he  was  perfectly  willing  to  set  aside  a  day  for 
the  oonuderation  of  the  subject,  and  go  abont 
it  methodically.  Be  regretted  very  much  that 
the  feature  to  which  he  had  alladed  had  been 
inserted  in  the  bill ;  because  he  had  been  in 
hopes  that,  on  the  question  of  rising  the  pay 
of  the  Army,  they  would,  one  and  all,  have 
manifested  a  dispomtion  to  support  the  rights 
of  the  coontry.  In  the  hope  that  they  would 
yet  come  to  an  agreement  on  the  snt^ect ;  that 
they  could  give  some  vote  of  unanimity  in  rela- 
tion tA  the  war,  he  shonld  move  for  a  recom- 
mitment of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  amend  it 
4)y  striking  ont  the  third  section.  It  appeared 
to  him  that,  until  a  man  had  acauired  political 
rights,  he  ought  not  to  be  called  on  to  defend 
hu  country.    The  gentleman  from  Bonth  Caro- 
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^ina  eajs  the  principle  of  this  Kction  ilread; 
exists  in  onr  militiB  laws.  I  admit  it;  uid 
hence,  I  liave  always,  wheo  oar  militia  l&wa 
hare  been  noder  cODsidcration,  moved  to  strike 
ont  "  eighteen"  and  insert  "  tweDt/~ODe."  I 
hope,  if  we  do  not  take  recraila  nnder  twenty- 
one,  we  will  alter  the  militia  laws  also,  and  let 
the  conntrj  rel;  for  its  defence  on  those  who 
maOBge  its  concerns.  He  hoped  the  Honse 
wonld  oonsent  to  recommit  the  bill,  and,  in 
some  one  vote,  show  something  like  unanimity. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  to  speak  at  the  same 
moment  with  Mr.  Mkoos,  hut,  being  fliat  seen 
by  the  Spkakkk,  obtained  the  floor. 

Hr.  R,  said  that  he  was  extremely  happy,  as 
he  did  not  notice  his  friend  from  North  Ooro- 
lina,  at  the  time  of  bis  rising — in  which  case 
he  shotdd  certainly  have  given  way  to  him  ac- 
cording to  custom — that  he  had  can^ht  the 
Speaker's  eye  firaL  I  was  about  to  rise,  said 
Mr.  R.,  for  the  pnrpose  of  making  a  similar 
motion ;  and  there  are  considerations  on  which 
it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  dwell,  and  towards 
which  1  will  not  even^hint,  that  render  it  at 
least  as  agreeable  to  me  that  the  motion  for 
recommitment  ahonld  come  from  that  respect- 
able and  weighty  quarter,  rather  than  from  my- 
self. I  shal!  vote  for  it  npon  the  same  gronnds 
which  would  have  induced  me  ultimately  to 
vote  against  the  bill ;  because  it  contiins  pro- 
visions, I  might  say  principles,  nnsnsoeptible  of 
modification,  and,  In  my  judgment,  hostile  to 
all  those  principles  which  I  have  hitherto  en- 
tertmned,  and  to  which  it  is  impoBsible  for  ma 
to  give  the  sanction  of  my  support.  I  sliall 
not  vote  against  the  bill,  for  some  of  the  rea- 
sons urged  by  the  gentleman  from  MBS8a«hnsetta 
on  my  right,  (Mr.  QmsoT,)  with  more  of  elo- 
quence than  temperance,  and  answered  in  a 
style  notdissimijar  by  my  worthy  IHend  on  my 
left,  (Hr.  WiLLiuta.)  They  botii  reminded  me 
of  a  stroke  of  perhaps  the  only  oomic  poet  this 
country  has  produced : 


The  gentleman  from  Massachnsetts  tonched  a 
chord,  which,  he  ought  to  have  Imown,  was 
that  which  would  insure  the  passage  of  tills 
bill ;  which  wonld  excite  a  temper  that  would 
indispose  the  House  to  listen  to  the  still  small 
voice  of  conscience  and  of  reason.  I,  sir,  shall 
vote  for  the  recommitment  of  this  hill,  and  for 
reasons  which!  am  almost  ashamed  to  urge; 
which  I  hope  to  be  excused  for  adducing.  They 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  question  of  impress- 
ment, of  maritime  war,  of  the  invasion  of  Cana- 
da, of  Indian  warfare ;  but,  sir,  they  are  princi- 
ples wlilch,  from  length  of  time,  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  have  grown  so  obsolete,  like  some  of  the 
older  statutes  of  those  countries  of  more  ancient 
date  than  onrselves,  that,  thongh  I  am  not 
ashamed  of  them,  I  am  almost  ashamed  to  men- 
tion them— they  are  those  professed  by  the  Re- 
publican party  in  the  year  1798,  which  I  had 
the  honor  of  attempdng,  at  loast,  to  support  in 


those  days — the  principles,  as  reduced  to  record, 
of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  of  our  country 
in  thooedays.  In  truth,  it  has  been insnmted, 
if  not  asserted,  with  much  more  of  candor  than 
of  logical  addreaa,  tltat  the  principles  of  the  InH 
are  those  of  the  former  friends  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  on  my  left,  from  which,  I 
snppoee,  that  gentleman  has,  in  some  way  « 
other,  deserted.  This  goea  to  prove,  aa  fkr  m 
the  authority  of  the  gentleman  from  VennoDt 
and  of  my  wortby  friend  fi-om  Sonth  Carrfna 
has  inflnenoe,  that  a  long  oonrse  of  <^^>aatian 
has  instilled  into  the  gentleman  WHuethii^  of 
the  principles  which  did  not  hdung  to  tni 
friends  while  in  power;  that  be  b  a  deKTt« 
from  hb  party,  and  conseqnentiy  that  I  hart 
remained  a  fsithfnl  sentinel  at  my  post  I  did 
not  expect  t«  hear  it  said,  or,  that  thb  bill  «W 
not  to  be  opposed  because  a  similar  bill  hid 
been  passed  in  what  used  to  be  called  the  Reip 
of  Terror.  In  other  words,  I  did  not  expect  to 
hear  it  stated  that  the  principles  of  the  Admin- 
istration of  the  predecessor  of  Jeflerson,  wkid, 
I  snppose,  he  would  now  be  as  ready  to  recaat 
as  any  man  in  the  nation,  justified  the  bill ;  thtt 
it  oDght  to  t>e  passed,  because  it  was  fashioned 
in  conformity  to  such  doctrines.  It  b  now,  sr, 
I  think,  some  thirteen  or  fourteen  yean  igo, 
unoe  a  similar  qoeetion  was  agitated  on  ihs 
floor  of  thb  Honse,  and  it  was  my  lot  to  be 
compelled  to  sustain  the  same  dde  of  the  qncs- 
tion  which  I  snstain  to-day — for  1  will  not  nn 
the  qualified  term,  attempt  to  sustain,  against 
one  of  the  proadest  names  in  thb  oonntiy— 
against  the  man  who  now  presides,  I  will  not 
say  with  what  splendor  of  abilitiea,  at  the  h<ad 
of  the  Jodioial  departmeat  of  onr  Qovemment.* 
The  Uoose  will  reaJdily  agree  that,  plain  moEt 
have  been  that  qnostion  which  could  have  beca 
sopponed  with  snch  unequal  odds ;  that  strong 
must  have  been  that  ddeof  theargnmeniagHmt 
Buch  an  advocate.  It  was  one  of  those  occa- 
sions on  which  the  gentleman  who  then  presd- 
ed  in  the  Honse  declared  "he  never  witnessed 
a  more  unprombing  debate:"  it  was  so — for  It 
was  one  of  those  which  tended  to  put  that  g^- 
tleman  and  hb  friends  into  Che  situation  wbidt 
so  many  of  them — I  will  not  ray  all — for  tlien 
are  some  itlastrions  examples  to  the  contiary— 
into  the  situation  which  many  of  them  hiTa 
since  occupied.  It  was  an  assertion  of  thegnat 
fnndamental  principles  of  our  Govemaxnt 
i^inst  arbitrary,  high-toned  oonrtly  nottoiu. 
Ine  party  then  in  power  had  been  nearly  ta 
long  in  office  as  the  party  now  in  power,  and 
looked  at  the  question  pending  liefore  than, 
with  a  very  different  eye,  while  they  wieldwl 
the  sceptre,  than  that  with  which  they  loot  it 
the  queetion  now,  when  the  sceptre  b  applied 
to  their  backs.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  fear 
thattheoonverseofthe  proposition  is,  in  sgrea' 
degree,  true,  and  that  tlioee  principles  which  I 
then  supported,  and  which  were  the  ground  of 
the   revolution  of  political  sentiment  in   IBOl 
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which  thereaAer  ensued,  have  &]leii,  as  it  were,  |  on  exemption  from  arreet ;  and  do  we  clothe 
in  abeyance ;  liiat,  in  fact,  we  have  forgotten  onrselvea  with  a  power  of  exempting  from  ar- 
oor  oracle.  reat,  ad  libitam,  a  whole  class  of  society— of 

I  have  said,  dd  a  former  occasion,  and  if  I    creating  a  pri  vileged  order !     We  are,  indeed,  a 


I  Philip,  i  would  emplof  a  man  to  »kj  it 
«Tery  day,  that  the  people  of  this  conntry,  if 
«Ter  they  lose  their  lihertieB,  wil!  do  it  hy  sao- 
rificing  some  great  princ^le  of  iree  government 
to  temporary  passion.  There  are  certain  great 
principles,  which  if  they  be  not  held  inviolate 
M  all  seasons,  onr  liberty  ia  gone.  If  we  give 
tfaem  up,  it  is  perfectly  immatena]  what  is  the 
character  of  onr  Sovereign  ;  whether  he  he  King 
orJVesident,  elective  or  hereditary— it  is  per- 
fectly immaterial  what  is  hia  character — we 
shall  be  slaves — it  is  not  an  elective  government 
■which  will  preserve  na. 

Bat  I  am  afraid  I  have  fallen  somewhat  into 
error,  by  wandering  from  the  course  I  proposed. 
On  the  occosiDn  to  which  I  have  allnaed,  I 
maintained  that  the  provision  of  a  bill  '' 
pending,  similar  to  that  I  now  object  to, 
arbitrary,  nnramstitntional  and  unjust^  because 
it  wsa  in  the  nature  of  an  ez  po>t  facto  law.  It 
wofthenatnre  of  an  expe»t  faeto  law.— it  is 
more — it  tends  to  exalt  the  military  authority 
over  the  civil — it  is  this  or  it  is  nothing.  If  Uie 
section  pronounce  an  ambiguous  voice,  to  be 
conntraed  according  toexpediency,  then  is  there 
BO  mnch  greater  reason  to  recommit  the  bill,  to 
rednce  it  to  some  shape  which  shall  render  it 
Intelligible  to  the  meanest  capacity.  Itgpes  to 
alter  the  nature  of  a  remedy — to  impair  the  ob- 
ligation of  a  contract.  A  man  has  oontracted 
a  debt,  and  his  creditors  arrest  him.  He  enlists. 
He  enlists  through  the  grates  of  a  prison,  or 
within  the  limits  of  prison  boonda.  The  con- 
tract between  thia  man  and  the  creditor  is  va- 
ried by  the  law,  because  the  remedy  of  the 
creditor  is  changed-  Let  as  not  have  a  descant 
on  the  cmelty  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  and 
the  eipedienoy  of  introducing  other  provisions 
on  that  subject.  That  is  not  the  qnestjon.  It 
is  on  a  law  for  exempting  a  particular  clam  of 
men  from  those  penaltiea  and  provisions  which 
attach  to  all  other  classes  of  society.  The  mil- 
itary of  oil  classes  in  society,  that  class  which 
we  are  about  to  exempt  from  the  general  pro- 
vi^ons  attaching  to  otlier  clatfes,  is  that  of 
which  the  people  of  this  country  have  been  led 
by  all  onr  writers,  Jjy  all  otir  authorities,  to  en- 
tertain the  most  watchful  and  justly  founded 
jealonsy.  It  is  on  principles  somewhat  analo- 
gons  to  these,  or  rather  the  same,  much  better 
enforced,  that  an  opposition  was  maintdned  to 
a  law,  not  dissimilar  in  ita  provisione  from  this, 
in  the  winter  of  1799-1800. 

In  the  fury  and  tempest  of  his  pasdon,  my 
ft4end  fttim  South  Carolina  seemed  to  overlook, 
-what  I  thought  he  would  be  one  of  the  last  to 
forget,  that  we  hve  in  a  limit«d  Government, 
pKMeee^g  restricted  powers,  which  we  cannot 
exceed.  Has  the  constitution,  with  the  most 
Jealous  scrutiny,  defined  the  privileges  of  a 
member  of  this  House,  not  permitting  us  to  de- 
fine our  own,  and  made  our  principu  privilege 


privileged  order,  bnt  w 
constitution,  I  aslc  th  ^ 
Carolina  whence  he  derives  the  p 
ing  a  privileged  order,  and,  shall  this  ossnmp- 
tion  of  power  be  attempted  in  favor  of  the  mil- 
itaij,  of  all  other  classes  ?  In  my  opinion,  sir, 
the  section  to  which  I  have  had  reference  is 
freighted  with  most  fatal  confequences.  I  will 
suppose  a  ease.  Suppose  a  man  had  a  writ  serv- 
ed upon  him,  and  ne  afterwards  enlists;  that 
an  escape  warrant  is  taken  oot  a^tnst  him,  and 
a  contest  ensues  betTceen  the  recrnitiiig  sergeant 
and  the  civil  officer  for  this  man,  and  that  the 
civil  authority  supports  ita  officer  bycallingout 
the  force  at  its  disposal.  What  wonid  be  the 
upshot!  What  is  it  to  lead  tot  1  need  not 
state  the  consequences.  These  principles,  air, 
were  urged  thirteen  years  ago ;  they  are  urged 
now,  in  the  same  place,  and  on  the  snme  oeca- 
aion.  I  cannot  conEtent,  in  deference  to  any 
gentlemen,  however  great  Iheir  zeal,  to  admit 
Uiat  I  merely  urged  them  at  that  time,  from 
party  views,  to  put  donn  one  description  of 

rrsons  in  order  to  get  into  their  warm  berths, 
cannot  coniient  to  such  an  admission,  and. 
therefore,  cannot  give  my  support  to  any  bill 
which  contMns  such  provisions.  I  have  swd 
this  will  be  an  ec  pott  faeto  law,  It  ia  so ;  it 
operates  not  only  ^ter  the  right  haa  accrued  to 
the  creditor  to  sue  out  his  writ,  bnt  after  it  is 
in  a  course  of  execution.  Let  me  put  another 
case.  Suppose  that  Congress  were  to  pass  a 
law  that  every  malefactor  under  the  sentence 
of  death,  who  enlisted  in  the  Army,  should  not 
have  the  aentence  of  the  law  executed  on  hia 
body.  Have  yon  not  as  good  a  right  to  do  that 
as  to  pass  this  law  ?  Would  you  consent  to  see 
a  souffle  at  the  gallows  between  the  civil  author- 
ity and  the  military  fbr  the  body  of  that  wretch) 
I  will  put  another  case,  sir.  A  son,  who  ia 
e  only  support  of  a  widowed  and  aged  mo- 
er,  in  some  moment  of  hilarity,  perhaps  of 
intoxication,  led  astray  by  the  phantom  Glory, 
enlists  in  the  army  uf  the  United  States.  I 
speak  ofonewho  is  a  minor.  Although  I  know 
that  freemen  of  thia  country  cannot  be  proper- 
which  a  slave  is  property, 
yet,  I  do  allow  that  the  mother  baa  a  properly 
in  the  time  of  that  child ;  that  he  is  under  an 
obligation  from  which  no  human  law  can  absolve 
him — an  obligation  imposed  npon  him  by  the 
maternal  throes  that  issued  him  into  life — by  the 
nourishment  drawn  from  the  parent's  breast — 
by  the  cherishing  hand  which  fostered  him 
through  imbecility  and  infancy.  You  have  not 
a  right  to  take  him — I  hope,  then,  sir,  that  no 
question  will  be  made  of  your  power. 

1  put  another  case,  said  Mr.  B.  Althongh  an 
apprentice  and  a  minor  are  not  property  in  the 
"  '"  which  a  slave  is  property,  there  is  a 
i^uuB  wi  inen^nluckily,  in  certain  parta  of  onr 
cuimtry  (in  Fhlladelplua,  for  instance — I  mean 


.,L-ooglc    


ABBIDOHENT  07  THE 


rR]- 


that  oIbm  called  "redemptioners,'')  who  were 
■old  but  jesterdaj  in  the  markets  of  tbat  cAtj. 
Is  the  gentleman  who  represent*  that  dintrict 
(Mr.  Bbtbbkt)  willing  that  the;r  ^b^I  absolve 
thenutelveg  from  their  contract  by  anliEting  in 
the  Armjt  If  h«  is,  I  am.  A  redeniptioner 
sold  in  Philadelphia  for  a  term  of  je«n,  Dooght 
in  the  market  as  fairlj  as  anj  other  commodity 
— (I  sa;  fairly,  becatise  bought  with  his  own 
oonsent,  and  as  he  believes,  for  his  own  advan- 
tage)— SQch  a  person,  if  t«mpted  to  enlist,  will, 
unquestionably,  prefer  the  pay  and  emolument 
of  the  soldier  in  jonr  Army  to  his  present  sitn- 
atioQ.  With  regard  to  apprentices,  I  very  mnch 
fear,  sir,  that  mose  who  enlist  will,  for  the 
greater  part,  be  of  that  description  for  whom 
their  masters  have  advertised  sii  cents  reward, 
and  forewarned  all  penow  from  harboring  theni, 
I  remember,  when  a  noall  boy,  to  have  seen  a 
series  of  prints  by  Ilogarth,  calied  "The  Pro- 
gress of  Iadasti7  and  Idleness."  The  grada- 
tions were  not  more  regolar  than  natm^.  The 
one  ends  with  wealth,  honor,  and  an  eligible 
matrimonial  connection  with  the  daughter  of 
his  master,  with  whom  he  had  been  admitted 
into  partnership ;  the  oth<^  is  hronght  np  by 
the  gibbeL  Their  names  were  Thomas  Idle 
and  William  Groodchild.  I  believe,  sir,  that 
more  of  the  Thomas  Idles  than  of  any  other 
will  enlist  under  this  law,  and  I  sincerely  bme 
they  will ;  for  I  very  much  fear  that  even  Wil- 
liam Goodchild,  after  be  has  gone  through  the 
discipline  of  a  camp  for  five  years,  will  be  ut- 
terly unfit  for  any  other  species  of  employment, 
liiis  is  not  ail.  There  are  other  considerations, 
which  I  forbear  to  tonch — which,  I  shonld  have 
sapposed,  would  have  bronsht  themselves  home 
to  the  b<»om  of  every  genUemao  in  this  House. 
Personal  indisposition  naa  prevented  my  ot- 
tendence  in  [bis  Honse,  and  I  did  not  hear  of 
this  bill  until  last  night.  It  was  then  mention- 
ed to  tne  by  one  who  is  fast  in  the  old  (aitb,  and 
has  often  brought  the  Honse  to  a  recollection 
of  good  old  principles ;  and  I  did  hope  that  they 
woold  this  day  have  received  more  strennoas  aid 
from  that  quarter  than  they  have.  I  hope  the 
House  will  refuse  to  pass  the  hill,  if  it  were  only 
to  show  that  tbere  is  some  one  act  of  the  Admin- 
istration of  17SS-1S00,  which  the  present  pos- 
sessors of  power  have  not  copied  from  tneir 
statote  book.  There  remains  only  this,  and  the 
Mght  per  cent,  stock  loan — and  we  are  saved 
fKim  the  Ifttter  only  by  the  infractions  of  that 
law,  which  we  imperiously  refnsed  at  the  last 
session  to  repeaL  It  is  the  infractions  of  this 
law  which  has  poured  money  into  onr  coffers, 
and  saved  us  from  the  disgrace  of  an  eight  per 
cent  loan.  There  is  anoUier  part  of  this  bill 
whioh  strikes  me  as  being  inexpedient ;  but,  as 
I  do  not  wish  to  blend  considerations  of  expe- 
diency with  those  of  great  and  vital  prinoiples, 
I  shall  waive  any  thing  on  that  head. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  recommit  the  bill,  and  lost.  For  recommit- 
ment 43,  against  it  63. 

The  qoestion  was  then  taken  that  the  said 


MoicDiT,  November  28. 
Frcfoted  nea  StaU, 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Poihdeztkb,  the  Boos 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Vbul^ 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  pe<q)Ie  of  MJBaiS9]ip 
Territory  to  form  a  oonadtnUon  And  State  Got. 
enimeot,  andfbr  the  adtnlssioaof  tbeameiuo 
the  Union! 

Ur.  RicoABMOB  moved  to  strike  out  th«Gnt 
section  of  the  bilL 

This  motion  woe  snworted  by  Ur.  Fnih, 
prinoipallv  on  the  sronDd  d  the  inexpediaej 
on  MDenu  prindpIcL  of  givii^  to  a  Tcnib*; 
embradng  a  po^ilatioa  tf  only  twenty  or  tldrt; 
thousand  sotus,  a  repreaentatioD  in  the  Souii 
equal  to  that  poneased  by  other  States,  sou 
of  which  contained  a  million  of  inhabitastL 
Another  oljjection  was,  that  the  bill  prapoKi 
toincorporato  within  a  State  the  town  andcttk- 
del  of  Mobile,  now  in  possession  of  a  fcaeiga 
power ;  and  ihxia  make  it  the  duty  of  a  State  ta 
expel  from  its  territory  a  force  which  thePm- 
ident  had  not  thought  St  to  remove. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Pomnm^ 
who  contended  that  the  popnlatioa  of  the  Td^ 
ritory  was  mnch  greater  than  was  represented; 
and  even  if  it  were  not  what  it  is,  that  a  ]m- 
oedent  was  to  be  foand  in  the  incorporatioa  of 
Ohio  and  of  Lonisiana.  He  represented  in  glov- 
ing terms,  the  anxiety  of  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritory to  be  enabled  to  bear  their  share  of  tlie 
expense  as  well  as  the  dangers  of  the  pnsot 
war  in  support  of  our  just  rights;  in  irliidi 
OBuse  they  had  already  employed  tweUe  hu- 
dred  mihtia,  which  the  gentleman  could  not  ny 
of  the  popnloHS  State  be  represented;  indif 
that  were  not  enoosh,  they  were  ready  to  pat 
a  basnet  into  the  hands  of  every  man  in  dM 
Territory  capable  of  bearing  arms.  As  to  tbs 
oocupanoy  of  Mobile  by  the  Spaniards,  it  «M 
not  a  valid  objection ;  but  if  it  were^  be  said  ta 
hoped  it  would  soon  be  invalidated ;  he  trnata' 
that  the  spirit  of  tlie  coontry  woold  aid  the  dii- 
position  of  the  Executive  to  repel  every  fiimgi 
enemy  from  our  territories. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  sectiOD  n) 
n^tatived,  yeas  34. 

After  some  amendment  to  the  biD,  the  cc* 
mittfie  rose  and  reported  it  to  the  House. 

Mr.  PiTKiH  renewed  the  motion  to  strike  w^ 
the  first  section  of  the  bill ;  which  was  iKg*- 
tived  by  a  large  m^ority. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engmBedfir 
a  third  reading. 

TcBsDiT,  November,  at. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  As 
Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  vA 
State  Government,  and  for  the  admissjoo  « 
snch  State  into  the  Union  (Ht  an  equal  fcrtJnf 
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with  the  original  Btates,  ww  read  the  third 
lliae;  and,  ODtheqiiestiun  thatthoMmedopi 
it  paised  in  the  amrmative — jeas  68,  nays 

Wednkbday,  N'ovemher  SS. 

CoTUtitution  attd  OverrUre. 

Ht.  Basszit  commuDicated  to  theHoiue  the 
foUowiog  documents : 

Natt  DiFunumr,  Koc.  21,  1812. 

Sl>:  Id  oidar  to  enable  the  committM  to  farm 
ntirfactiny  opiuEoD  u  to  tlie  competiMtioii  to  be  pro- 
ndcd  for  the  officer!  uA  cam  of  tb«  frigate  ConiUtD-' 
titin,  for  tbe  raptnn  iind  tnbaniiieDt  dotmctioa  of 
Ibe  Biitiih  tHgaU  tha  GDerriere,  I  have  the  honor  ta 
Mate  to  fou  that  ths  CooatiCiitiaD  rated  44,  and 
mounted  55  gont;  tliaC  tbe  Gueiriere  rated  38  and 
monated  54  gUDi.  The  Guerriera,  although  entirelj 
dismuted,  and  in  other  reipecta  ranch  crippled,  could 
hare  been  brought  into  port  without  iDCntruig  Kay 
other  liik  than  that  of  recapture ;  but  Cnptaia  Huu 
eODceired  that  if  he  had  manned  tha  Gaerriere  for 
tha  pnrpoae  of  BundiDg  her  into  port,  be  would  have 
■>  far  t4diiced  tha  ere*  of  the  ConatiCntiDn  that  he 
might  have  nilqectod  both  veuela  to  capture.  Ha 
pTammed  that,  under  all  clrcnnutancei,  It  would  be 
tetter  for  him  to  dcitroy  the  Gaerriere,  and  preurvo 
the  toTct  of  tha  Conrtitudon  nnimpaired,  and  big 
baTing  done  lO  tinqtiestioTkabl}'  pracoeded  fVom  the 
noet  patriotic  coosidenttiona. 

The  Gnerriera  vai  a  frigate  ot  the  firat  clau  in 
the  Britiafa  nav;  ;  and,  no  doubt,  vbeii  tbe  engage- 
ment between  tha  Cgnstitution  and  lior  oommeDced, 
ihe  wai  compLetely  titted  in  all  raapeot*  for  tha  moat 
Kriona  eer^ce.  The  coat  of  inch  a  iliip,  independ- 
ent!; of  her  Mores,  conld  not  baTebeea  lesathaa  two 
knndred  thousand  dollara,  and  her  Moree  were  worth, 
ID  all  probability,  fifty  thousand  dollars  at  least; 
bende«,  the  had  on  board  a  nnmber  of  prize  goods, 
ttie  valne  of  tihich  cannot  be  aecertained ;  but  was 
prpbaUj  equal  to  fifty  thonaand  dollars  more.  So 
that  the  whole  value  of  tbe  Gn^niere,  bor  stores  and 
price  gDoda,  at  the  time  tbe  action  commenced,  may 
Ull;  be  estimated  at  three  hundred  thousand  doi- 
lan. 

Had  Captain  Hull  have  incimiid  the  risk  befiin 
meatioiied,  and  tncMeded  in  getting  tbe  Guenin« 
into  jMirt,  tbe  dEcen  and  erew  of  the  Cmiatitntion, 
oooi&ering  tbe  Guerricra  as  her  equal,  woald  have 
been  entitled  to  tha  whole  of  the  Guerriaro,  bet  stores 
and  priie  goodi.  Sooner,  however,  tl<.aa  run  the 
risk  ofloaing  tbe  ConstituliOD,  he  detennined  to  de- 
stroy the  whole.  The  qnestiontben  arises,  what,  mi- 
derthese  drcnmstances,  onght  the  ollicerii  and  crew 
to  be  allowed  (  For  my  own  part,  1  have  no  henta- 
tion  in  giving  Et  as  my  opinion  tbat  the  ram  of  One 
Inmdted  thontand  dollars  would  not  be  too  hberal  a 
porisicni,  or  too  great  an  onconragemMit  for  tbe  gt*at 
pdlantiy,  eUll,  and  sacriSosof  intensl  display^  on 
tUs  aoeui<Hi ;  and  I  am  penoaded  that,  if  such  a  pro- 
*isiao  were  made,  tbe  difflcultiea  of  mwiiiilT*g  our  fri- 
gates, at  pnaent  experienced,  woold  vanish. 

It  may  further  be  remarked,  that  Capbuu  Hull, 
while  on  the  cruise,  on  whioh  be  oaptand  and  de- 
stiDyni  the  Guerriere,  burnt  two  enemy's  venels, 
til :  tbe  brig  Lady  Warren  and  the  brig  Adeora, 
,  aid  obliged  the  enemy  to  bum  the  brig  Dolphin, 
I  >ilb  a  cargo  of  hemp  and  Rnnia  goods,  and  to  abau- 
dco  an  English  barque  laden  with  timber :  for  no 
Vou  IV.-8e 
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part  of  which  have  the  officers  or  erew  of  the  Con- 
etitoti(»i  received  any  compensation. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  with  great  reapeet,  dr, 
yoor  obedient  servant, 

PAUL  HAMILTON. 

Hon.  B.  EUEETT. 

VAMHtnamn,  Noc.  23,  1S12. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  yoni  request,  I  have  the 
bonor  to  state  to  yon  that  my  opinion,  as  to  the 
vahie  of  the  Guerriere,  atthe  time  tbe  action  between 
her  and  the  CotmtitutioQ  commenced,  is,  that,  ex- 
chiaively  of  lier  slorei  and  prite  goods,  she  was  prob- 
ably WOTth  two  hundred  thonsimd  dollars ;  and  my 
impression  is,  that  bar  stores  and  prize  ooods  must 
have  been  worth  one  handred  tboniand  £>llars. 

I  mm  informed  that  independently  ot  their  stores, 
the  frigate  President  cost  two  hundred  and  twenty 
tiioiuaad  dollars ;  that  tbe  Chesapeake  cost  tiro  han- 
dred and  twenty  thoosand  dollars;  and  that  the  Con- 
gress cost  one  hundred  and  ninety-seveu  thousand 
dollars.  These  vessels  were  certninl;  boilt  on  good 
terms  ;  and  it  is  from  their  cost  tbat  I  form  my  idea 
as  to  the  probable  value  of  the  Guerriere  ;  and  my 
impression  aa  to  tha  value  of  her  stores  and  priis 
Koods  is  derived  from  personal  obserradon  aitd  in- 
formation obtained  on  the   occasion  from  diSarunt 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  very  respectfblly,  sir,  your 
obedient  sarvaot, 

ISAAC  HULL 

Hon.  BumffBU.  BAsaicn,  Ciairmaii,  fyi. 
Jicdal*  and  Priis  Money. 

On  motion  of  Kr.  Babbett,  the  Hoqm  r&- 
Belved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  report  of  the  Naval  Committee  on  the  pro- 
puaed  vote  of  a  gold  medal  to  Captain  iBaao 
Hull,  late  commaader  of  the  frigate  Constita- 
tion,  and  silver  medals  to  the  other  officers, 

and  a  sum  of thoOHaud  dollara,  to  be  distrib- 

□ted  aa  prize-money  among  the  officera  and 
crew,  as  an  eipreaaion  of  the  sense  entertained 
by  this  Honse  of  their  bravery  and  conduct  in 
attacking  and  vanquishing  the  British  &igat« 
Guerriere. 

Ht.  BAsanr  spoke  in  support  of  the  resolo- 
tion.  He  sifted  the  magnitude  of  the  achieve- 
ment ;  tbe  amonnt  of  valne  of  the  captore ;  and 
asaigiied  many  reaaonB  partionlarty  in  fkror  of 
the  donation  to  the  offlcere  and  crew,  on  whom 
collectively  he  proposed  to  bestow  tlie  snm  of 
(100,000,  and  made  a  motion  to  that  effect.  He 
said  the  prize  money  arising  from  the  capture, 
had  not  uie  pnblic  service  required  the  destmo- 
tion  of  the  Gnerriere,  would  bave  amounted  to 
mnch  more;  end  the  merits  of  those  oonoerned 
in  the  capture  entitled  them  to  this  remunera- 
tion. He  dilated  on  the  present  low  price  of 
wages  on  board  onr  pnblic  ships,  and  adverted 
to  the  seaman's  hardships  and  the  Beomau's 

Tbe  question  on  SUing  up  the  blank  with 
"  one  handred  thonaand  dollara,"  was  then 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  —  SO 
to  87. 
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FBn>i.T,  November  27. 
A  new  member  to  wit,  from  Georgia,  Wil- 
uuc  Baknctt,  returned  to  ierve  u  a  member 
of  this  EoQse,  in  the  place  of  Howell  Cobb,  re- 
signed, appeared,  was  qaaliSed,  and  took  hii 


TuEBDAT,  December  1. 

Naturalitalion  Law*. 

On  motion  of  Ifr.  I^oock,  tbe  Hoosb  raenm- 

ed  the  eonudcradon  of  the  bill  snpplementarf 

to  the  nataralixaCion  laws. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Laoock,  the  bill  waa  amend- 
ed by  adding  thereto  tbe  following  additional 
section: 

"  And  ht  ilfMrHtr  tHoeted,  Tbmt  vmj  nitimlind 
eitUen  of  the  United  Statei,  or  tbe  Territorim  tfaeraoi; 
dull  fbcfdt  nKtb  oitiniuhlp  on  hit  Tolontuitj  depart- 
ing fhmi  ind  ramaiiiiiig  ont  of  Ifaa  Uoited  SCatei  tw 
and  daring  tha  term  of  two  jmn.'' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FicoH,  the  following  otber 
section  was  aUo  incorporated  in  the  bill : 

"  And  be  it  J\irAer  ewuitd.  That  all  pamnu  wbo 
ihall  hare  been  lutnnlizBd  labsequtnt  to  tbe  18th 
day  of  Jnoe  tart,  ihiU  be  entitled  to  all  thenghtiaDd 
pifrileges  of  citiieiu  i£  the  United  States,  frcm  the 
dkte  of  inch  natnnliution,  any  thing  ia  the  declara- 
tion oT  var  Bgalnit  Gieat  Britsin,  or  any  other  act,  to 
(be  cantruy  notwithstanding.* 

Mr.  FisK  moved  to  strike  ont  nuw  tnontha, 
the  time  allowed  to  citizens  to  take  tha  benefit 
of  onr  nataralization  laws,  sad  insert   thrte. 

He  said  he  could  nut  sea  why  so  long  a  time 
shoold  be  allowed.  The  longed  time  extended 
to  oar  citizens  in  Oanada  is  thirty  days ;  and  he 
did  not  see  why  so  much  more  lit>erality  should 
be  extended  to  thdr  citizens  here.  He  was  op- 
posed to  their  remaining  here  longer  thao  oe- 
ccasary,  the  more  espiecially  aa  they  employed 
themselves  In  exciting  divisions,  and  fomenting 
the  party  feuds  which  now  agitate  the  country. 

"iir.  Lacook  thought  the  time  proposed  was 
too  riiort;  that  in  some  districts  they  conld 
scarcely  hear  of  the  law  within  that  time,  and 
at  any  rate  might  not  be  able  to  'meet  with  a 
tribniiBl,  at  which  to  comply  with  the  reqnisitea 
of  tbe  naturalization  law,  before  the  expiration 
of  that  period. 

Mr.  FiBK  withdrew  his  motion  for  the  present. 

Thdssdat,  December  8. 
Shadbacik  Bo!ii>,  returned  to  serve  aa  a  dele- 
gate^ in  this  Honse,  for  the  Illinois  Territory, 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Satdbdat,  December  6. 
PrieaUer  Capture*. 
Mr.  McEiu  presented  a  petition  of  Commo- 
dore Joshoa  Barney,  on  behalf  of  himself  and 
the  owners,  officers,  and  crews,  of  anndry  pri- 
vate armed  vessels  of  war,  "  praying  to  be  con- 


udcred  as  claimants 

be  enemy's  property,  found  on 


[DKaian,im 

sailing  under  the  American  flag,  hating  la 
board  British  maan&otured  goods,  comirg&Da 
Great  Britwn  to  the  United  States,  'ind  im- 
der-the  protection  of  British  licenses,  vludk 
have  been  captured  by  them,  or  that  the;  mtf 
participate  as  '■informert^  in  tha  SNzmt  nil 
condemnation  of  the  said  proper^  i 
non- importation." — Keferted  to  the  C 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

ICoKDAT,  December  7. 
Another,    member,  to   wit,   from  Yii|^ 
Edwik  Gbat,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat 

TnzBDAT,  Decunber  8. 

Another  member,  viz:  from  Virginia,  Ts- 

UAM  A.  BuRWELL,  appeared,  and  took  lus  «A 

WaoNUDAt,  December  9. 
JtnpriwnmeRt  ^f  Amerkan  SeoBum. 
Mr.  BABsnr  t^red  to  the  Hoose  the  foOo*- 
ing  reaolotion : 

Whereas,  It  Is  repieaented,  that  Gnat  Briain  fci 
itiiBi  mndry  pnrioni  fghdog  onder  Ae  Ancrin 
flag,  Imying  clidmi  te  thnu  auke  ineempatflite  vtt 
jnrtice  and  the  ligbte  of  the  Uidted  BUM  u  nfa-   ' 


that  snljieot,  and  die 

evil  which  riolatee  the  righia  aiid  iDknab,  ui  <•■ 

iBgM  the  feelii^orafiM  and  independent  petfk 

Mr.  Bassitt  stated  that  several  cue*  M 
come  to  his  knowledge  in  which  the  &i6i 
naval  commanders  hail  seiied  persons  takes  <* 
board  of  Amarioan  armed  veeeela,  and  ora^ 
them,  in  one  instance,  in  irons,  and  ia  aoMktf 
had  transported  them  to  F.iigl«n.l  for  triiL  b 
was  aot  his  intentioa  now  to  go  into  an  tt 
amination  of  these  cases.  Such  an  enivM- 
ti(Hi  was  not  necessary  to  aathoriia  l^ 
House  to  call  for  tbe  information  reqairfd.  B* 
had  given  ila  present  form  to  themotitabe^ 
offered,  because  its  adoption  would  go  lo  «*•' 
that  tbe  oonncils  of  the  nation  'orere  not  a^ 
ferent  to  this  anhject.  It  wonld,  he  tn^ 
farther  enable  the  Executive  to  ihov  tint  ^ 
never  slumbered  on  any  occa^oo  in  irludi  I^ 
righta  of  tbe  people  were  concerned ;  ■'■'I Jj 
had  no  donbt  the  information  to  be  rsociM 
would  show  it.  When  it  was  reoeiTtd,  tkt 
House  might  take  what  course  it  pleased ;  p*' 
baps  no  legislative  act  would  grow  cot  of  iL 
But  it  was  proper,  in  any  event,  that  the  Hcaw 
ahotdd  be  in  ponesnon  of  infonnatim  t*^'^ 

Hi.  Milmob  tM  be  had  no  otjIeolioD  to  n* 
call  for  information,  bnt  he  excepted  b>  tM 
form  of  tbe  resolution,  for  two  ressons.  It** 
prefaced  by  a  preamble,  which  was  i»t  ■■• 
m  such  cases,  which  preamble,  moRonfi* 
snmed  aa  (act  cimomstancea  of  vhich  M 
House  had  no  official  or  authentic  infuiiii*iM>. 
His  other  ot^eetion  was,  that  it  expreW^ 
opinion  on  a  point  on  which  he  wa*  not  ™f 
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to  ezpreM  (Hie.  Hr.  U.  sud  he  knew  not 
«ztent  of  the«vil  of  which  tba  geatlenum  i 
plained.  Jf  it  was  merelj  that  Great  Britdn 
laid  clium  to  her  ovn  anl^leatB  flghtiiiK  oar  bat- 
tles against  her,  he  would  at  least  not  aaj  that 
this  waa  ao  act  od  the  part  of  Great  Britain 
deserving  all  those  eevere  epithets  which  the 

fjDtleiDsn  had  thonght  proper  to'att&ch  to  it 
he  resolution  stated  laots  sot  before  the  Hoase, 
and  eipreteed  an  opinion  on  an  act  the  degree 
of  enormity  of  which  depended  on  the  ciroom- 
Btances  respecting  which  it  was  proposed  to  ask 
for  iufonuaUon.  Mr.  M.  wished  tbat  the  Hoose 
should  not  tigbtlj  be  compelled  into  a  disous- 
moD  of  this  subject,  and  eepeclally  as  the  gen- 
tleman hud  intimated  the  probability  that  no 
legidative  act  was  Co  grow  oat  of  the  iuforma- 
taoD  called  for. 

!Mr.  SsTBEBT  said,  as  his  oolleanie's  principal 
objeclion  to  the  motion  appeared  to  be  a  diffi- 
cdltj  as  to  facts,  he  hoped  to  procnre  his  vote 
for  its  adoption  by  staling  at  least  one  which 
bad  come  to  his  knowledge.  I,  said  Mr.  S., 
had  the  honor  to  have  a  nephew  on  board  the 
aiiip  Wasp.  He  informed  me  this  morning  that 
afLer  tbey  had  been  canied  into  Bermnda,  ser- 
oral  of  their  crew  were  taken  and  confined  in 
irons;  tbat  he  saw  them  in  that  sitnationi  and 
tbat  their  crime  was,  having  fought  the  battles 
of  our  conntrj.  What  may  be  my  colleagne's 
feelings  on  this  occasion,  I  know  not — I  hope 
the;  are  honorable  to  himself  and  the  House — 
far  myself  I  wish  the  snt^ect  investigated.  Hr. 
B.  oonclnded  by  expressing  his  hope  that  the 
reaolntion  wonld  paas. 

Hr.  Uaook  said  he  was  auzions  to  obtain  in- 
formatioD  on  this  snbject,  bat  doobted  the  pro- 
j^ety  of  the  preamble.  After  the  information 
-wasreoeived,  it  woold  be  time  enough  to  eipresE 
an  opinion  on  the  sutgect.  Be  had  no  donbt 
tbat  we  most  at  last  come  to  the  determination 


berself  doe*;  and  in  this  respect  we  ooght  to 
follow  her  example.  If  these  people  nndertake 
to  fi^t  onr  battles,  we  ooght  to  protect  them. 
Hr.  M.  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  preamble, 
becAose  he  did  not  wish  to  give  reasons  to  the 
departments  of  tbe  Govenunent  for  any  call  for 
information  tbe  Eonse  thonght  proper  to  make ; 
it  was  enoogh  tbat  the  Uonse  ehoold  ask  for  it, 
and  the  President  should  give  or  withhold  it 
The  practice  heretofore  was  against  the  oonrse 
BOW  puraned. 

Mr.  BioELow  said  he  bad  no  objeotion  to  the 
eall  for  information,  divested  of  tbe  preamble 
and  tbe  opinion  expressed  in  it,  except  that  it 
did  not  go  iax  enongfa.  He  proposed  to  amend 
it  b;  adding  thereto  the  following  words,  "  ac- 
eompanied  with  all  the  evidence  in  his  posses- 
non,  which  will  tend  to  show  whether  sa^ 
persoos  are  American  citiseos  or  British  sub- 
jects." 

Hr.  Bassbtt  said  he  was  indifferent  as  to  the 


tbe  gentleman  irom  North  Carolina  should  think 
proper  to  make.  Bnt,  seid  Mr.  B.,  as  it  has 
been  stud  tbat  there  is  no  information  before 
the  House,  I  state  that  I  understand,  end  it  is 
my  belief,  that  six  men  of  the  crew  of  tbe  Unit- 
ed States  brig  Nautilns  were  detained  and 
sent  to  England  for  trial ;  and  that  Commodore 
Rodgers  had  detained  as  hostages  for  their  safe- 
ty twelve  British  subjeets.  I  state  ahio  to  tbe 
House  that  I  understand  and  believe  that  ux 
seamen  of  another  armed  vessel  have  been  de- 
tained, and  that  General  Finckney  had  detained 
a  like  number  of  British  But)]ects.  I  sl«te  that 
I  have  received  information  that  the  boatswain 
of  the  Wasp  had  been  put  in  irons  aitershewas 
taken.  These  violations  of  humanity  and  the 
law  of  nations  I  believe  to  require  retaliation. 
When  I  voted  against  a  bill  on  this  subject  (Mr. 
Wxiobt's)  it  was  not  because  I  was  opposed  to 
retaliation.  No,  air ;  retaliation  in  war  is  often 
mercy—it  puts  an  end  to  those  cruelties  wbiab 
would  otherwise  frequently  disgrace  parties  at 
war,  and  isindispensable  in  the  conduct  of  hos- 
tilities. 

Mr.  B.  having  withdrawn  his  motion,  it  was 
substituted  by  the  following,  offered  by  Mr. 

"  Saeivei,  That  tlie  FreiideTit  of  the  United  States 
be  requMted  to  csuse  to  be  laid  before  Iliii  Hoon  any 
Infonnation  which  may  be  in  big  poueuion  toacliing 
the  conduct  of  British  officers  towtrds  pereooi  taken 
in  American  armed  (hipe.' 

Hr.  KuiDOLPS  baid  be  trusted  that  the  reso- 
lution now  before  the  House  wunld  meet  with 
no  otyection ;  although  against  the  resolution 
as  first  propoeed,  he  must  have  voted  for  it,  not- 
withstanding all  the  odium  which  might  have 
attached  to  such  a  vote.  He  hoped,  tte  said, 
tbat  rigorous  retaliation  would  take  place  if  our 
countrymen  found  in  arms  had  been  treated  as 
criminals  and  not  as  prisoners  of  war.  He 
hoped  we  should  have  ample  atonement  for 
every  drop  of  American  blood  which  should  be 
spilt  in  such  manner.  Having  taken  ooca^on 
to  pay  a  handsome  compliment  to  the  ^lantrr 
of  our  Navy,  which  was  not  heard  with  eom- 
cient  distinctneea  to  be  reported,  Mr.  it  ocm- 
duded  by  hoping  there  would  be  no  ol^ection 
to  tbe  resolution. 

Mr.  HnJioB  said  he  thought  it  due  to  the 
gentieraan  from  Virginia  (Hr.  Basseit)  to  state 
that,  owing  to  the  noise  which  prevailed  in 
the  House,  he  had  not  before  heard  the  state- 
ment whidi  the  gentleman  had  now  been  kind 
enough  to  make.  He  had  heard  of  no  snch  case 
as  that  alluded  to  bv  his  colleague ;  but  he  trust- 
ed he  had  been  sumcienUy  guarded  not  to  com- 
mit himself^  even  to  the  most  invidious  con- 
struction, as  opposed  to  a  proper  inveetigaUon 
of  this  subject.  To  the  present  motion  be  yield- 
ed his  perfect  acquiescence.  Hr.  M.  said  he 
trosted  that  in  any  thing  that  related  to  the 
honor  of  the  cotmtry  in  the  contest  in  which  we 
are  now  engaged,  whatever  might  have  been 
big  opinion  of  tbe  propriety  of  entering  into  it, 
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he  Bhoald  not  be  fbuDd 
other  g«Dtl( 
then"  - 


B  backward  than 
the  Jtut  rights  of 

Mr.  SsEVrtT  Nud,  if  American  oitizeiu  had 
been  treated  in  the  taanner  represented,  he  was 
olearlj  of  opinion  that  severe  retaliation  oaght 
to  follow.  Bat  did  gentlemen  pretend  that  a 
British  subject,  mnning  away  from  a  British 
vessel,  and  found  on  biiard  of  one  of  onre,  was 
to  be  considered  as  entitled  to  be  treated  as  a 
prisoner  of  war  t  Could  this  doctrine  be  os- 
serted  by  any  gentleman  I  He  presamed  not. 
The  resolntion,  as  it  now  stood,  wonld  not  elicit 
the  facts  material  as  to  this  point  He,  there- 
fore, moved  to  amend  it,  by  inserting,  after  the 
word  "  persons,"  the  words  "  other  than  Brit- 
ish sntyects." 

Ur.  Sktbebt  said  he  was  happy  to  hear  the 
declaration  last  mode  by  his  ooUeagne,  (Mr. 
MiLNoB.)  He  hoped  the  amendment  first  offer- 
ed would  be  r^ectod  with  disdain.  [The 
Spi&Kut  declared  that  anch  language  was  not 
proper  in  debate,  the  expression  being  too 
strong,  and  such  as  sometimes  led  to  a  personal 
altercation,  always  to  be  avoided.]  Ur.  B. 
thnnlied  the  Speaker  for  bis  caution ;  he  meant 
no  personality ;  but  be  tlmugbt  it  did  not  be- 
come this  House  to  debate  whether  the  persons 
in  question  were  British  subjects  or  not,  wben 
they  bod  been  put  in  irons  for  fighting  the  hal^ 
ties  of  the  oountry.  Let  the  priNjf  rest  on  the 
aggressor  on  national  law  and  the  violator  of 
the  rules  of  war.  Ue  hoped  the  House  would 
without  hesitation  r^ect  the  amendment.  I 
may  go  too  fsr,  said  be,  by  stating  too  mnob ; 
but  I  will  say  thus  mucli  without  risk  of  con- 
tradiction: that  the  boatswain  of  the  Wasp,  a 
warrant  officer  of  the  United  States,  hod  been 
twelve  years  within  the  United  Slates  and  has 
a  wife  and  children  here.  These,  I  hope,  are 
suflicient  characteristios  to  insnre  him  our  sup- 
port: I  will  give  him  mine,  and  have  no  doubt 
the  House  will  do  the  same. 

Mr.  Kandolph  said  that  the  proposed  amend- 
ment brought  strongly  to  view  the  impropriety 
of  the  House,  on  tlie  rude  snggesljona  of  any 
member,  committing  itself  hastily  by  a  definite 
determination  which  to-morrow  they  might  be 
disposed  to  retract.  He  believed  tbis  was  one 
of  those  cases  in  which  there  was  no  neoessity 
for  haste.  The  House  would  be  as  competent 
to-morrow,  to  decide  on  the  subject  of  the  res- 
otntion  and  the  proposed  amendment,  and  in  a 
manner  to  redound,  at  least,  as  much  to  the 
credit  of  the  Hnuse  and  the  national  good,  as 
now.  With  regard  to  his  own  opinions,  if  they 
were  of  any  importance  with  his  wortliy  col- 
league, he  wonld  at  once  say  they  were  on  this 
subject  the  opinions  of  that  man,  tnim  wliom  he 
never  did  dissent  but  npon  one  question,  with- 
out being  wrong — that  man  who  was  emphat- 
ically called  for  eight  years  our  Commander- 
in-chief—the  founder  of  this  nation — the  author 
of  the  constitution— our  first  President— the 
man  who  was  made  forthe  office,  and  the  office 
for  him—the  man  who  discharged  oil  its  duties 


so  perfectly,  aaif  it  badbeenonlytosbaTlliM 
who  oome  after  him  their  iDcompeteney.  lb. 
R.  said  he  would  ask  his  worthy  coUetgne,  wM 
he  supposed  would  have  been  the  &te at  lett- 
tMD  Benedict  Arnold,  had  be  been  Imi^ 
alive  to  the  Amerloan  camp,  aftw  hiBdMerti<a 
from  itf  Chi  that  subject  there  can  be  botm* 
opinion.  On  another  qaeetion,  if  bis  ofuuta 
was  of  any  value,  he  wonld  state  it.  ItraM 
a  loose  thoDght.  taken  upon  the  hnpuhe  rf  At 
moment ;  but  tlie  resnlt  of  meditatioa  sod  » 
flection.  As  long  as  fbreignero,  ualataHadbr 
onr  law^  remain  on  our  soil,  be  was  resdj« 
throw  ow  them  the  mantle  of  the  oouctltBHB 
— he  would  protect  them,  as  he  woold  pnM 
the  native  citiaen,  at  the  ha^^  of  tM  hi 
abilling  of  the  pnbUc  revenue,  and  the  Int  di^ 
of  the  blood  of  onr  people.  But,  when  1% 
go  abroad  on  the  high  seas;  when  they  onu 
to  this  oountry  to  aoqnire  a  nentrali^  of  cte- 
aoter,  now  indeed  no  longer  to  be  fonod  Imh; 
when  they  come  here  only  to  nentrahn  pek 
in  the  Baltic,  at  Heligoland,  in  the  Kici  Sn, 
the  White  BtM,  and  the  Red  Sea,  and  the  pa*- 
ing  to  and  fro  on  the  highway  of  natiQni;ifiI 
please  God,  their  old  master  George  the  llnrl, 
or  Napoleon,  or  Alexander  of  Boaaia,  Aail 
lay  his  hand  on  them,  they  were  welcome,  Vr.  %. 
said,  for  him.  He  would  not  spend  oneshflB^ 
one  drop  of  American  blood,  to  redeem  leAi 
man;  much  lees  would  he  havereialiatiaae» 
cuied  on  sntijects  of  the  nation  daimiai  loi^ 
with  whom  we  should  happen  to  ctnae  m  td- 
lision,  whtch  might  have  to  bo  expiated  bf  (b 
native  blood  of  these  States.  I  wosld  Dot,  d 
Mr.  R.,  have  the  New  England  man  or  oM  Vi- 
ginianexecnted  by  any  despot,  limited  or  DDbA- 
ed  in  aotbority,  in  order  to  secure  to  m  tta 
worthless  property  in  the  man  who  is  a  OirisSa 
in  Christendom  and  a  Mnssnlman  in  Tntt^ 
But,  Mr.  R.  asked,  did  not  this  question  asRoci 
different  shape,  wben  this  man  was  not  gOif 
to  and  fro  onthehit^  seasinsearebof  ptrndo; 
which  he  calls  patriotism,  but,  when  hs  iiftn' 
in  a  pnblio  ship  of  war  of  the  United  SiWi 
On  that  sabject-^or  it  was  a  new  quegtioi>-4t 
was  not  prepared  to  decide.  It  was  not.  It. 
R.  said,  and  the  House  might  rely  on  i^t^ 
sentiment  of  the  people  of  theee  8tai»-i 
mi^t  l>e  of  some  oomparativelj  sniilt,  •>' 
therefore  only  insignificant  seotioa  of  the  ten- 
munity — that  we  should  enter  into  a  «Mt* 
tation  with  France  and  England  fbrprqiettjiB 
their  subjects. 
Ur.  R.  here  drew  a  oompariaon  betven  tin 

Sractice  of  harboring  staves  in  some  of  W 
[orthtm  cities,  Philadelphia  for  instanw,  oi 
the  oonntenance  given  in  this  country  to  Ea* 
pean  emigrants.  As  to  theee  fonigo«n,lfr- 
B.  said  be  owed  them  nothing.  He  vis  sott 
they  bad  ever  found  refhge  here — fas  wiriw 
he  bad  driven  tbera  from  our  tbtaw — or  ta" 
permitted,  as  we  have  the  merchants,  to  p)  n* 
where  they  pleased,  w  ithout  attemptiDg  u  in- 
tect  them. 
Mr.  QuiNOT  rose,  he  s^d,  amply  to  up*" 
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u  re^et,  that  a  debate  in  this  form  and  nian- 
ler  sboald  have  ariBen.  The  qaesUon  which 
ad  been  touched,  was  one  which  reaaired  a)1 
h«  informatioD  aod  light  which  conla  be  shed 
a  it.  The  priaciplee  connected  with  it  were 
o  nnmeroTU  and  critico],  that  it  required  oil 
be  reflection  of  which  gentlemen  were  capable, 
o  enable  them  to  discuaa  and  decide  it  in  a 
mper  mauoer.  He  rose  also  t«  express  his  re- 
iret  that  a  motion  for  amendment  ahonld  be 
□ade  by  a  gentlenum  with  whom  be  freqoently 
soiocided  in  opinion,  vhich  went  ta  exclude 
nfomiution  of  the  manner  in  wbioh  offloers 
rested  persons  other  than  British  snbjects. 
Sa  coald  not  vote  against  receiving  informa- 
ioa  of  anj  kind — particalarly  on  a  sat^ect  so 
nteresting.  Mr.  Q.  was  proceeding  in  his  re- 
narts,  when — 
Hr.  Bhbfvbt  withdrew  his  motion. 
Mr.  Babbett  explained  bis  ideas  of  expatria- 
tion. Ue  wonld  not  protect  the  man  who  had 
left  the  cooDtry  with  an  intention  not  to  return, 
bo.,  bnt  he  would  protect  the  man  who  went 
oat  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  cooutry. 

Mr.  RAHiMtLPH  rose  for  the  purpose  of  moving 
w  amendment.  He  adverted  to  the  language 
«f  the  reaolaiion,  and  drew  a  distinction  be- 
tween the  character  of  privateera  and  of  our 
pvbiie  armed  Teasels.  Was  it  competent,  he 
asked,  to  the  Government  to  receive  as  testi- 
mony the  statement  of  the  commander  or  crew 
of  an  American  corsair  I  It  was  well  known, 
loo,  he  remarked,  that  the  high  wages  which 
had  been  piud  to  the  crews  of  the  privateers, 
vas  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  American 
Havy  was  in  some  degree  nnmanned  And, 
w«s  it  not  a  difierent  question,  whether  we 
should  interpose  onr  authority  between  the  sab- 
}ect  of  a  foreign  nation  and  his  Qovernraent, 
vhen  that  subject  is  fighting  yoor  battles,  bleed- 
ing on  the  deck  of  yoor  pabiicship,  at  twelve 
doUars  a  month,  and  when  he  is  decoyed  into 
acoisair  by  the  temptation  of  eighty,  fifty,  or 
forty  dollars  a  raontnt  There  is  a  difibrence, 
rir,  uii  Mr.  R.  I  tmst,  said  he,  if  we  receive 
the  information  we  are  about  to  ask,  we  shall 
get  it  from  a  pure  and  authorized  sonrce,  snch 
as  no  man  can  qoeation.  I  mean  the  com- 
maodera  of  onr  pnblio  ships  of  war.  Mr.  R. 
oondnded  by  moviDgtostriteont  "American," 
•nd  insert  "public,"  so  aa  to  read  "public 
•nned  rfiipa." 

Mr.  Wir)aBBT  expressed  his  siirprise  at  the 
^■rions  expedients  reoorted  to,  to  embarraaa 
(his  qnea^on ;  and  hoped  this  wonld  have  the 
■une  fate  as  the  other.  He  s^d  he  conld  tell 
the  gentleman  that  man;  privateers  had  been 
nunned  witboDtacent  ofwages.  Bnt,  suppose 
they  had  been  manned  in  other  ways,  were  not 
pi'ateers  as  useful  in  annoying  the  enemy  as 
paUic  ahiDs  I  No  man  that  knew  anything 
about  maritime  affairs  wonld  deny  it.  Where- 
*ver  our  privateers  had  crane  across  an  armed 
vesel  of  the  enemy,  of  any  thing  like  eqaal 
(oToe,  they  had  done  their  duty  like  American 
tm.    We  are  at  war,  Mr.  W.  said,  and  ought 


carried  on  had  been  of  great  advantoge  to  ns 
and  injnry  to  anr  enemy.  As  to  the  objection 
which  had  been  offered  to  receiving  the  state- 
ment of  their  commanders,  what  were  gentle- 
men afraid  of!  No  disparagement  to  the  com- 
manders of  the  navy,  (for  lie  respected  them 
all,)  heknew  gentlemen  commanding  privateers 
nhoae  opinions  were  entitled  (o  as  great  respect 
as  that  of  any  other,  and  whose  word  could  not 
he  qneetioned.  In  relation  to  the  cases  re- 
ferreid  to  in  the  resolve,  pardcnlarly  that  of  the 
boattrwain,  Mr.  W.  said  we  were  bonnd  by 
every  prindple  of  the  law  of  nations  to  support 
him  to  the  lost  cent  of  our  money,  more  espe- 
cially as  he  had  a  warmnt  nndar  the  seal  of  the 
United  States.  The  conduct  of  onr  enemy  was 
the  less  jnstifiabl£L  as  she  manned  her  own  ships 
with  people  of  all  nations. 

Mr.  Ruidolph'b  proposed  amendment  was 
negatived  by  a  large  m^ority ;  and  the  reaoln- 
tion  was  agreed  to  wimont  mrtber  debate  or 
opposition. 

Fs]DA.T,  December  11, 

Maetdenian  and  Frolie. 

The  following  Meesage  was  received  fh)m  the 

PrKSIDXST  or  THB  1710X80  STATES  '. 
To  lilt  Seitalt  omdBaaM  of 

Srprttniaimi  of  ike  UtiUei  Statet  .■ 

I  transmit  to  Congmi  oopiea  of  aletCar  to  the  Sec- 
retaiy  of  the  Naij,  from  Csfitain  Decatnr,  of  the 
frigata  "United  Stitei,'  reporting  hii  combat  and 
CAptore  of  the  Britiah  frigate  Haoedoni  an.  Too  much 
praise  cannot  be  beitowed  on  that  officer  and  his 
oompanions  od  boaid,  for  the  consammat«  ekilt  sad 
conHpicQOi:u  valor  bj  which  this  trophy  has  been 
added  to  the  naval  armi  of  the  Udted  Statea. 

I  trarumlt,  also,  ■  letter  ftom  Captain  Jones,  who 
oammanded  the  >lo<^or-war  Waap,  mportiiig  hii  oap- 
tnn  of  the  British  iloop-cf-war,  the  Frolic,  after  a 
ctoM  action,  in  wlticb  odier  briDlaot  titlei  will  be 
seen  to  ths  pnblio  admiratiim  and  piuia. 

A  nation  feeling  what  it  owes  to  itnlf  and  ta  ita 
dtiieni  roold  never  absodoD  to  arUtraiy  violence  on 
the  ocean,  aolaMofthem  which  ^ve«  inch  examples 
of  capacity  and  cooian,  in  defacing  tiieir  righte  on 
Chat  element ;  ezampTei  which  onghC  to  impress  on 
the  enemy,  however  biave  and  powsrfal,  a  pnferenoe 
of  joatice  and  peace,  to  boatihty  asalnrt  a  conntry 
whoae  pToq>erooa  career  may  be  acederated,  bnt  Cao- 
not  be  preventedL  by  the  aisaolts  made  on  it 

JAMES  MADISON. 

WiLSHraoTon,  December  11,  1812. 

U.  S.  «Hip  UamtD  Srirna,  at  (ea. 

October  80,  1812, 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that,  on  the 
26tli  instant,  beiog  in  the  latitude  20°  north,  longi- 
Cnde  29°  80'  west,  we  fell  in  with,  and,  alter  an  ac- 
tion of  one  hour  aad  a  half,  captnred  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  abip  Macedonian,  commanded  by  Captain 
John  Garden,  and  monnting  forty-nlne  carriage  gan^ 
(iheoddgonibiftiDg.)  ^ii  a  frigate  of  the  iargoit 
daia,  two  years  old,  fonr  montha  oat  of  the  dock,  and 
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Rputed  one  of  Am  btnt  uilin  tn  Oa  Brituli  lerTica. 
The  ensmr  being  to  wiDdwftrd,  had  tha  adTBDUge  of 
engBging  hi  *tlu«  oirn  lUstaiicei  which  waa  so  great 
thar,  ftn  the  fint  half  hour,  we  di4  not  tm  out  oar- 
ronade*,  and  at  oo  moment  ml  be  within  llie  com- 
plete effect  of  onr  mukeliy  or  grape.  To  thii  cir- 
cmnatanoe,  and  a  bearj  (well  which  waa  oo  at  tha 
time,  I  aecribe  the  onasnal  length  of  tha  actioo. 

The  enthosiaim  of  ererj  officer,  Raman,  and 
marine,  on  board  this  bhip,  on  diicorering  tha  eoamj, 
theii  ilaadj  condact  in  battle,  and  the  ]neciaian  of 
tb«i  Ere,  could  not  be  nupaued.  Vbere  all  have 
met  my  fnlleit  eipectatiani  it  wonld  be  anjiut  in  ma 
to  dijcriminate.  Permit  me,  however,  to  racommond 
lo  your  particater  notice  my  firtt  liantenant,  William 
U.  Alleii;  be  hai  lerred  with  ma  npvardj  of  fire 
yearB,  and  to  hia  noremitted  exertions  in  diiciplining 
the  crew  is  to  be  imputed  the  obriofis  mpeTioritj  of 
onr  gunnery  exhibited  in  the  remit  of  this  cnnteK. 

Subjoined  is  a  list  at  the  killed  and  wounded  oo 
both  fides.  Out  loB,  oompared  with  that  oT  the 
enemy,  will  appear  emalL  Among  our  wonnded  yoa 
will  obserre  the  name  of  Ueoeenaat  Funk,  wbo  died 
a  few  hoars  alter  the  actiouj  he  wai  ao  officer  of 
great  galhuitiy  and  promise,  and  tha  aenica  ina- 
tained  a  neTere  loas  in  his  death, 

Thn  Macedonian  loat  her  rauxenmatt,  fbra  and 
main-topmast^ -Bud  main-yard,  and  wai  much  cut  op 
hi  h«r  hull. 

The  damace  auataiDed  by  thi*  ihip  was  not  ancb 
aa  to  render  her  ntuni  into  pot  neceasaiy ;  and  bad 
I  not  deemed  it  important  that  we  sbould  M«  onr  prixe 
in,  ihould  have  continnrd  onrcrniae. 

With  the  higheat  connderation  and  reqiect,  I  am, 
ur,  your  obedient  faamble  aervsnt. 

STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

Hob.  Padl  HAiin.Ton. 
ZJit  oftUUd  and  vounJtd  as  board  the  Unittd  Slattt. 

Tbomaa  Bnwn,  New  Ydt^  seaman ;  Baarj  Shep- 
herd, Pbiladf Iphio,  seaman ;  WUliam  Mnrray,  Boa- 
ton,  boji  Uichael  O'Donuel,  New  York.  priTata 
marine;  John  Roberta,  priiale  marine-— iiffaif. 

John  Mercer  Fank,  Philadelphia,  lieutenant,  (since 
dead ;)  John  Archibald,  New  York,  caipantar's  c 


William  Jtunea,  ditto  ditto;  John  Lawlon,  ditto,  pri- 

On  board  the  MacedoDian  there  were  thir^-nx 
killed,  and  sixty-eight  wounded ;  among  ibt  former, 
were  tha  boalawaio,  one  master^  mate,  and  the 
BchoolmaBter ;  and  of  the  latter  vei*  the  firat  and 
third  lienteuanta,  one  maaler'a  male,  and  two  mid- 
shipmen. 

Nkit  York,  Awonts-  21,  1813. 
Sir:  t  bereavMlmyaelfofthe  firatoppoitnnity  of 
informing  you  of  ocenmmcea  of  our  cruise,  which 
terminated  in  the  captan  of  the  V/tp,  on  the  18th 
of  October,  by  the  Poictien^  cf  serenty-fijnr  gnna, 
while  a  wrack  from  damages  recired  in  the  engage- 
ment with  the  British  sloop-of-war  Fmlie,  of  twenty- 
two  guna,  sixteen  of  them  thirty-two- pound  coiron- 
ades,  four  twelve-pouadfln  on  the  main  deck,  and 
two  twelve-poond  carronades  on  the  top-gallauC  fore- 
castle ;  making  her  superior  in  force  to  na  by  four 
twelve-pounders.  The  Fnilic  had  atruck  to  oa,  and 
waa  taken  poeseaiiou  of  two  hoon  baton  our  surren- 
dering to  the  Poictiera. 


We  bad  left  the  DeUwara  on  Uie  ISth ;  As  lOi 
had  a  beav  ^^  >'>  which  we  kicl  onr  jib-booD  sid 
two  men;  balf-pMt  eleven  on  the  night  of  die  ITtb, 
in  latitude  87  dtgreea  north,  and  k>ii|ntals  Si  in- 
greea  weit,  we  hw  Bereral  sail,  two  of  thsm  sffeu- 
iug  very  huge ;  wb  stood  for  them  for  nw  iat. 
ttun  ahnrtened  sail,  and  steered  the  reuuigdrv  cflii 
ni^t  the  course  we  had  perceived  ttvmm.  Ai^- 
li^t,  on  Sunday  the  1  Sih,  we  saw  them  ibesd ;  gn 
chase,  and  aooa  discovered  thrm  to  be  a  cMnrif 
aix  aail,  nnder  the  pnptectioa  of  a  doop-cf-w;  fcv 
of  them  large  ships,  mounting  from  sixteoi  Bo  n^ 
teen  gnna.  At  thirry-two  mimilet  past  elevta  A  M, 
we  engaged  the  alDi^i-of-war,bavingSnltee*iKdhs 
fire  at  the  diatanoe  of  fifty  or  sixty  y>rda,  which  ^n 
ve  gradually  lessened  until  we  laid  baonM. 
after  a  well-snppanad  fire  of  Ibrty-tliiee  minslo;  ui 
ahhongfa  ao  near,  while  loading  onr  laK  braalast. 
that  our  rammen  were  shored  sgainit  the  sda  tt  da 
enemy,  onr  men  exhibited  tha  same  alacrity  ■Ui 
they  had  dime  during  the  whole  of  the  adioo.  A? 
immediately  snmndered  open  om-  gmining  their  fai- 
castle,  ao  that  no  loas  waa  ansCaiaed  on  t^i  b^  af- 
ter boarding 

Oar  maintop-maat  waa  shot  away  batweoi  bm 
and  Stb  minute*  from  die  oommenoemait  <f  te 
firing,  and  falling,  together  whb  the  iiMUiito)aBitnil 
Bcron  the  larboard  ton  uid  f ora-t^ntl  bneca,  in- 
tend onr  head-yarda  mi  ma  nay  able  Aa  mtia^ 
of  the  action.  At  dght  minntea,  ttM  gaffnd  ibb* 
topgaDant-maet  came  down,  and  at  tmatj  wium 
from  the  beginning  of  the  action  every  bfsB  sJ 
moat  of  the  ri^iging  was  shot  away.  A  few  DiitH 
after  eeparating  from  the  Frolio  both  her  maiB  Id  ! 
upon  deck ;  the  main-mast  gnng  doM  by  ^ 
deck,  and  the  fbremaat  going  twelve  or  fiAceibd 

The  couTBge  and  exertions  of  the  officen  aai  an 
fiilly  anawered  my  expectation!  and  wishe*.  LiotB- 
ant  Biddle's  active  condact  conttibuted  mwh  to  Kt 
anooeai,  by  the  exact  attentian  paid  to  Bvniy  irjat- 
mant  during  the  engagement,  and  the  tiojttlnf 
example  be  aflbrded  the  crew  by  hia  innqidii^' 
Ljentenants  R^eri,  Booth,  and  Hr.  Rapp,  *m 
by  incessant  fin  from  their  diviaons,  ibtl  ibej  ■■' 
not  to  be  auqiasaed  in  reaolution  or  akilL  Ur.  ia^ 
and  eTCry  other  officer,  acted  with  a  ocarap  at 
promptitude  highly  booiffable,  and  I  baat  havi  pna 
aaaurance  that  they  may  be  relied  on  whenntrtU 
services  may  be  required. 

I  could  not  aacertsjn  the  exact  loea  oTth*  on*. 
aa  many  of  the  dead  lay  bmied  midet  the  mailiu' 
ipan  that  had  foUen  oo  deck,  wUch  two  boor^  »' 
ertion  had  not  tnffidently  removed.     Hr,  BiUk 


who  had  charge  of  the  Fiolio,  atates  tha^  Erm  >^ 
ha  aaw,  and  from  inlbrmatioo  finrn  ths  iAm 
the  number  killed  mnat  bav«  been  aboat  dntly,  >■ 
that  of  the  wound^  about  forty  er  fifty;  c''^ 
killed,  it  ber  fint  lieutenant  and  auHng^auMO';  ' 
the  wonnded.  Captain  ^^yatea,  and  Ifai  «» 
lioutenanL 

Wa  had  five  killed  and  five  wounded,  at  paUt 
the  wounded  are  recovering.  Lieatensnt  Qsm 
who  waa  confined  by  Bckneas,  left  hit  bed  s  Uml 
I^eviona  to  the  engagement,  bkI  thoogfi  loo  "^^ 
be  at  his  division,  remained  on  deck,  mi  ifcJ"'.  V 
his  oompoaed  manner  of  notii^  ita  inddenti,  IW  i* 
had  lost  by  hia  illueii  the  aernoea  of  a  bran  ofi"- 
I  am,  lespectfnlty,  &e.  JACOB  JOKES 

Hon.  Fadi.  HajauoR. 
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The  UeaMge  and  docmnents  bsviog  b«e& 

On  motion  of  If  r.  BuiMiLpn,  thej  w«re  re- 
ferred to  tlie  Committee  oa  NatuI  Affaire, 
"with  instractiona  to  report  a  mitable  expreaaiou 
of  the  Legialstive  approbation  of  the  services 
d«Uilad. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  did  not  wish  b;  this  motion  to 
limit  the  committee  to  reporting  a  resolution ; 
or  to  preclude  Lhem  ih>m  eipresaing  approba- 
tion in  a  more  snbataDtial  maimer. 

WiDNXBDAT,  December  16. 
Katy  of  the  United  State*. 

Thie  House  r««olved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  wb;ch 
hAd  been  previonalj  twice  read  in  the  House. 

Hr.  Sawtsb  made  a  motion  to  add  the  word 
*'  teen"  to  "  four,"  ao  as  to  make  it  fourteen  74 
gnn  shipeL 

Mr.  8.  thought  it  a  proper  occasion  to  tr;  the 
question  whether  we  were  to  have  a  navj  or 
not.  He  toolc  the  oconsioo  to  congratalate  the 
Honse  upon  the  repeated  victories  of  our  littie 
navy  over  the  enemy ;  and  of  the  grateful  pros- 
pect of  a  speedy  termination  to  the  despotism 
of  the  seas.  National  piracy  is  about  to  oe  ex- 
t«nninated,  and  all  nations  permitted  to  traverse 
tbeir  great  highway  in  safety.  The  thin^  can 
be  done;  and  if  we  say  so,  with  the  will  of 
6od,  will  be  done.  Tlie  eipuriment  upon 
which  the  proof  hangs  has  been  made.  British 
arms  cannot  withstand  American  npon  the 
■ea.  The  bully  has  been  disgraced  by  an  in- 
fant ;  and  fear  shall  no  longer  restrain  an  abject 
world  from  vindicating  its  long  violated  rishts. 
Give'ns  bat  a  respectable  fleet,  and  it  is  all  we 
ask.  But  what  can  we  do  with  four  seventy- 
fours?  They  are  a  mere. mockery.  If  we  do 
mean  to  make  a  seriooa  stand  upon  the  ocean, 
SDch  a  force  moat  be  ont  of  all  character.  If  we 
mean  merdy  to  annoy  her  trade,  (and  he  trusted 
we  meant  more,}  frigates  will  do ;  but,  to  make 
Any  serious  impre&flon  that  way,  wa  mnst  have 
k  rwpectable  fleet ;  at  least,  in  his  opinion, 
fourteen  sail-of-the-line.  That  would  give  us  a 
preponderance  on  our  own  coast,  and  enable  ns 
to  bring  in  our  prices  with  safety.  Who  can 
bear  the  idea  of  onr  being  obliged  to  burn  or 
sink  all  the  ships  we  may  take  away  irom  the 
enemy,  for  fear  of  their  being  reoaptnred  ?  He 
thought  we  should  save  enough  by  the  protec- 
tion they  would  afford  to  our  prizes  to  support 
the  expense  of  them.  We  can  eauly  sapport 
snch  a  foroe.  The  expense,  distributed  over 
onr  widely-'extended  population,  would  be  less 
than  a  dollar  a  head ;  and,  where  is  the  Ameri- 
can who  wonld  grudge  snch  a  sum  for  such  an 
object!  The  people,!  am  oonfldent,  will  cheer- 
fully pay  it,  because  we  are  now  at  war,  and  a 
navy  ia  ibund  the  most  eflicient  weapon  in  our 
hftTids  against  the  enemy.  He  therefore  trusted 
that  if  it  was  the  disposition  of  the  House  to 
have  a  navy,  they  would  establish  such  a  one  as 
would  answer  some  pnrpooe. 


Mr.  SxTBERT  said  he  did  not  anticipate  that 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  would  have  been  called 
for  to-day  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee ;  notwithstanding  he  bad  bestowed  some 
ationtion  on  the  subject,  he  confessed  his  re- 
marks would  be  made  in  a  manner  not  entirely 
sat.iatkctory  to  himself;  ha  wonld,  however, 
proceed  with  them, 

Mr.  Chairman,  said  he,  I  wish  it  was  as  easy 
to  build,  equip,  and  man  the  seventy-fours,  as  it 
will  be  to  odd  the  word  ''  teen"  to  "  four,"  as  ia 
proposedbytfaegeDtlemanftonf  North  Carolina. 
Bo  far  from  adding  to  the  number  of  these  ships, 
contemplated  by  the  bill,  he  had  intended  to 
move  that  no  seventy-four  gun  ships  ebonld  be, 
at  thb  time,  authorized  by  the  Legislature. 

On  a  former  occasion,  Mr,  S.  oontinued,  when 
a  naval  eetablishroent  was  the  subject  under 
consideration,  he  stated  at  length  his  reasons  for 
ojppoeing  the  propositions  before  the  House. 
The  opiniov  wiiich  he  then  advanced  concern- 
ing on  extensively  permanent  naval  establish- 
ment for  the  Fuited  Btates  were  still  believed 
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declare  his  intantion,  at  this  time,  and  under 
the  pressure  of  present  circumatances,  to  yield 
much  to  general  feelings,  and  the  sentiments  of 
the  nation;  nevertheless,  he  shoold  guard 
against  being  carried  too  far  by  the  current  of 

Kpular  opinion.  It  is  equally  my  duty,  said 
,  to  keep  in  view  what  is  conceived  to  be  the 
permanent  and  vital  national  interest.  He  de- 
clared a  uniform  opposition  to  that  establish- 
ment, which  oould  not  be  brought  within  the 
means  and  resources  of  the  nation  to  maintain 
it.  We  have  made  war,  said  he,  to  guarantee 
the  honor  and  independence  of  the  nation,  as 
well  as  for  the  support  of  the  just  rights  of  onr 
citizens ;  with  these  objects  in  view,  he  had 
consented  to  authorize  a  regular  force  of  26,000 
m^  and  advocated  one  more  numerous,  though 
in  principle  he  was  opposed  to  standing  armies. 
I^  then,  a  great  portion  of  my  fellow -citizens 
deem  an  increase  of  the  Naval  Establishment  . 
essential  to  promote  the  great  work,  why  should 
it  be  refusedonmy  parti  No  opposition  would 
be  made  by  him  to  the  principle  or  spirit  of  the 
bill  before  the  Honse,  though,  he  confessed,  he 
did  not  approve  the  provisions  as  to  the  kind  of 
force  therein  contemplated. 

Mr.  S.  continued. — At  this  time  our  princi- 
cal  object  should  be,  to  authoriiie  that  species 
Of  force  which  can  be  furnished  in  the  shortest 
period,  and  which  promisee  to  be  the  most  effi- 
cient in  the  present  contest.  If  the  views  of 
the  Government  were  not  now  confined  to  the 
present  war,  he  conudered  it  inexpedient  to 
build  public  ships.  It  was  necessary  that  the 
revenue  should  be  cautiously  applied.  If  it  be 
employed  so  as  to  carry  on  the  war  with  vigor, 
be  would  not  shriek  from  any  appropriation 
which  could  tend  to  produce  that  eflect;  by 
protracting  the  contest  for  the  want  of  means. 
expense  will  be  accumulated,  and  we  should 
achieve  nothing; 

Ur.  S.  would  not  assent  to  on  increase  of  the 
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navy,  with  b  view  to  reconcile  other 
to  toe  opporitioD — to  him  th&t  vote  promised 
no  each  reaalL  Onr  political  opponents,  con- 
tiaoed  he,  will  tell  as,  an  regards  the  navy,  yon 
tre  doing  right  to  add  to  it;  thuB  far  we  will  go 
with  yon;  we  always  maintained  this  to  bo  the 
proper  coarse ;  as  to  toot  golden  dreams  in 
Canada,  we  will  abandon  them  to  yonrselvee 
exdtuively.  Such  werehispresentiDipremions; 
It  would  gratify  him  to  find  himaelf  to  have 
been  mistaken.  He  declared  his  intention  to 
oppose  the  building  of  T4'h,  or  double-decked 
■hips,  and  to  advocate  a  greater  namber  of  the 
largest  class  frigates.  I^  however,  hia  state- 
ments should  not  prove  satis&ctory  to  the 
HoQ^e,  he  declared  the  Mlare  wonld  not  in- 
duce him  ultimately  to  vote  against  that  epedea 
of  force  which  a  majority  night  doem  expe- 
dient 

If,  sud  Mr.  8.,  the  great  reason  for  now  lay- 
ing the  keels   of  the  double-decked  ships,    be 
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tnre  as  to  a  permanent  naval  establishment,  he, 
fur  one,  declared,  he  would  not  thus  be  tested, 
nor  coald  he  b«  thereby  induced  to  vote  in  fa- 
vor of  the  pniposition ;  he  wonld  always  be 
governed  by  circnmstaDoes. 

The  declaration  of  the  committee,  that  it  wu 
proper  to  meet  "like  with  like,"  or,  In  other 
words,  because  the  British  have  seventy-four 
gun  ships,  the  United  States  should  have  them 
of  the  same  clos.^  wonld  have  no  eSect  on  him. 
We  might  as  well  say,  becanae  there  are  ships 
in  the  BritiBh  service,  which  carry  one  bnndred 
and  twenty  guns,  we  should  aUo  have  snob. 
This  reasoning  is  follacions.  So  one  has  at- 
tempted to  advocate  tlie  latter  proposition.  Ad- 
mitting that  yon  had  four  seventy-  foor  gnn  ships 
on  your  navy  list,  he  muntalned,  they  would 
answer  no  good  purpose.  In  the  course  of  the 
following  year,  their  number  will  be  more  tWi 
doubled  and  trebled  on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 
The  consequence  would  be,  that  yonr  most  ex- 
pensive ships  must  either  combat  under  very 
nnproiiiising  circumsumces,  or  tbey  would  tie 
blockaded  in  your  harbors,  and  then  he  worse 
than  useless ;  they  must  be  kept  at  a  heavy  ex- 
pense, and  their  crews  would  deprive  other 
ships  of  the  men  necessary  for  their  equipment. 
He  said,  the  opinions  which  he  hod  Just  ad- 
vanced were  not  the  result  of  idle  speculatione 
at  the  fireside ;  they  were  supported  by  intelli- 

Coommandere,  and  rested  upon  the  firm 
of  experience ;  they  were  confirmed  by  die 
conversations  of  some  whose  splendid  achieve- 
ments adorned  tlie  pages  of  our  Revolutionary 
hbtory,  and  by  others,  who  rank  as  heroes  of 
the  present  war.  He  asked,  why  need  we  re- 
sort to  olher  anthority,  when  that  of  the  head 
of  the  Naval  Department  can  l>e  brought  to 
bear  testimony  in  favor  of  the  propoutiona  laid 
downt  In  the  year  ITOS,  tlie  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  informed  the  House  that  twelve  seventy- 
fonrs,  OS  many  frigates,  and  twenty  or  thirty 
smaller  vessels,  "  would  probably  be  found  snffi- , 


dent  to  insnTeourftatnre  peace  with  tfaeoriku 
ofEurope."  In  1811,  it  was  declared  tiul, 
"  twelve  sail  of  leventy-fonrs  and  twenty  weD- 
constructed  frigates,  with  onr  smaller  rag^'' 
were  necessary  to  annoy  the  oommeRe  rf^ 
enemy,  andgnard  onr  coasts.  To  thisheaddid 
that,  in  the  year  1811,  daring  a  state  of  pesn 
with  tbo  United  States,  the  British  had  ssvea 
shipe-of-the-tine  on  the  American  itatioDs,  is- 
dependant  of  fiftiea,  frigates,  and  smaller  tw- 
sels;  at  the  tanse  time,  tliey  had  thii^-ui 
shipe-of-the-lioe  on  the  stocks  I  Tdl  me,  Mid 
he,  what  is  to  keep  a  great  proportkm  of  tk«i 
from  yonr  coast  in  IBIS  t 

Mr.  MoEu  aaid,  he  had  not  expeeted  Itai 
subject  wonld  have  been  taken  np  to-diy,  crV 
say  any  thing  on  it  when  it  should  be  taken  ip. 
But,  said  he,  for  what  pnrpoae,  I  fed  imp«M 
to  ask,  are  yon  going  to  baild  these  veNefel 
Are  yon  to  spend  four  or  five  millions  of  ddbr^ 
in  addition  to  your  present  extraordinary  ei- 
penditnres,  to  protect  commerce)  Willthii(il 
argument,  in  favor  of  a  navy,  now  be  ned, 
which  wo  have  so  often  beard  heretofore!  Sk, 
where  is  yonr  commerce  now  to  protect}  V9 

S>u  protect  that  dsndestiaely  defined  to  Grtat 
ritain  f  No,  surely.  Will  jon  protect  that  des- 
tined to  the  coast  of  Franoel  Let  ns  ndect 
what  commerce  you  can  carry  on  with  Frsne*. 
None  worth  protection,  or  of  any  moment  ta 
the  great  liody  of  the  American  people.  Doei 
France  purchase  yonr  tobacco  or  coOon,  whid 
heretofore  have  found  a  market  there?  Sbt 
has  never  been  a  purchaser  of  pioviacms  or 
breadBtnffik  What  is  the  state  of  trade  betwen 
ns  and  France)  Tour  cotton,  in  France,  is 
taxed  with  enonnoQs  duties.  No  man  who  ■ 
not  under  the  influence  of  the  moon  wonld,  tt 
this  time,  think  of  making  a  shipment  then. 
Would  yon  ship  yonr  oonuuerce  there  merrij 
to  surrender  so  mndi  property  into  the  gnip 
of  the  Emperor !  It  would  be  the  extxtgat  i 
folly.  Wher«,  then,  will  yon  protect  yonr  nw- 
mercef  To  the  BaJtio,  nrt  Yon  can  csiry  oa 
in  that  qnarter  no  commerce  at  all  interestiif 
to  the  great  body  rf  the  American  people.  Ii 
what  does  your  export  to  that  region  coutstt 
In  articles  of  colonial  produce ;  not  in  ti6At 
the  produce  of  yonr  soil.  WiB  yon  tax  tis 
great  agricultural  oommuiuty  for  the  punicM  d 
protecting  this  extraneous  commerce  }  I  aA  if 
the  people  of  the  West,  of  the  Atlantic,  of  ths 
Middle  States,  or  any  oUier  portion  id' the  Aiho^ 
icon  people,  will  be  content  to  be  taxed  to  np- 
port  a  navy  for  the  protection  <rf  a  otwnnen* 
in  foreign  prodsoe,  by  which  but  few  indirid- 
ualsinthe  nation  can  be  benefltedt  Tbenii 
no  commerce  to  protect,  unless  it  be  that  wkid 
exchanges  specie  for  the  production  of  the  EMt 
Indies,  and  benefits  no  port  of  the  oommimity. 
Having  no  valuable  oommeroe  now  to  prote^ 
the  object  of  adding  vessels  to  yonr  navy,  mHt 
be  to  fight  your  battles  at  sea. 

If  yon  wonld  propose  a  navy  sa  a  bwsos  rf 
carrying  on  war,  bend  your  resoarofa  to  ths( 
ottject.    We  have  been  told  that  ths  tiident  li 
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fieptane  is  puBing  into  our  bands.  Bnt,  iir, 
the  soTereigntjof  tbeoceau  ianot  to  be  aoqnir- 
«d  bj  four  ihipe-of-tb«-1ins  and  five  or  sii  irig- 
ateft.  Ton  oaa  h&ve  no  le^tintste  ot^ect  in 
bnilding  8Qch  tcbmIb  as  propoaed,  nukw  it  be 
to  canj  on  the  w&r.  If  tlutt  be  jonr  ot^ect, 
nuke  joar  meana  commeDSDrate  Co  tba  end  70u 

Do  yon  jet  ocint«nd  that  the  ot^eot  is  to  pro- 
tect commerce  ?  Yonr  conuneroe  is  not  worth 
tfae  cost.  And  who  would  pay  itt  The  mer- 
ohuits?  No,  Bir.  They  will  pay  only  their 
proportion.  I  reoollect,  when  a  boy,  to  have 
•eon  a  little  book,  in  which  I  admirea  the  pio- 
tnres  nK>re  than  the  reading,  in  which  were  the 
r^resentatioDS  of  a  king,  a  priest,  a  soldier,  and 
a  farmer;  s  Ubel  issaing  from  the  month  of 
«ach  contained  these  wqt^:  The  king  saya,  ''I 
govern  all;"  the  priest,  "I  pray  for  all;"  the 
■dldier,  "1  fight  for  all;"  and  the  fiutner,  "I 
pay  for  all."  This,  sir,  is  perfectly  true  aa  re- 
gwds  the  American  farmers — they  pay  for  all. 
And  what  adTantage  do  they  derive  from  it  1 
Vbat  advantage  are  my  oonBtitnenta  to  derive 
from  the  expenditure  of  this  money  t 

Trvbbdat,  December  17, 
Inereate  of  th«  JTaty. 

The  Honse  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  increase  the 
Navy  of  the  Cnited  Statw. 

Ur.  Sbtsbrt  moved  to  amend  the  first  seo- 
tion  of  the  bill  by  striking  out  "  fonr  seventy- 
fburs  and,"  so  as  to  erase  the  provision  for 
building  vesMls  of  that  descrijition. 

Mr.  Gold, — The  provision  in  the  bill  to  in- 
troduce shipft-of-thft-line  into  the  Kovy,  I  con- 
Rder,  Mr.  Chairmu),  as  fixing  the  great  policy 
of  B  navy  under  this  QovemmeaL  Frigates 
'we  have  had,  hut  in  common  with  petty  na- 
tions; for  the  Borbary  Powers  have  frigatce; 
the  provision  now  offered  rises  higher  and  prom- 
ises something  worthy  of  the  oonstitntion,  icme- 
thing  honorable  to  the  Qovernment.  .  I  rejoice, 
Mr.  Chairman,  at  the  favorable  cirouuistances, 
and  hail  the  auspices  nnder  which  we  now  meet 
this  question ;  we  are  no  longer  left  to  erring 
■peculations,  to  nncertain  reasoning,  but  have 
under  onr  eyes  the  snre  and  infallible  teet  of 
experience,  of  practice  in  war  with  a  naval 
force.  Within  a  few  weeks  oar  tars  have  thrice 
grappled  with  the  enemy,  and  thrice  have  they 
trinmphed  in  oombat;  the  snooeea  han  swelled 
tfae  American  bosom  with  Joy  from  Orleans  to 
Maine — all  withont  exception  of  party,  vie  in 
demonstrations  of  Joy  and  in  the  bestowment  of 
honors  upon  the  nctors. 

While  such  a  scene  is  presented  here,  (^oom 
and  dissatisfiotion  prevail  in  the  metropolis  of 
Great  Britain — thuee  who  have  been  so  long 
ftceustomed  to  oonqner,  receive  the  capture  of 
the  Gaerriere  with  as  mnoh  astonishment  as 
tiiey  would  behold  a  suspension  of  the  laws  of 
natnre.    A  strange  event  to  Britons  1 

How  irilen,  ^r,  baa  it  been  echoed  and  re- 
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echoed  within  tbese  walla,  that  it  woald  be 
in  vain  to  attempt  any  thing  with  a  navy 
a^inet  Great  Britun,  unless  we  conld  bring 
ship  to  ship  and  man- to  man — could  equal  onr 
enemy  on  the  ocean.  How  much  mistakes 
have  gentlemen  been ;  bow  vain  is  human  rea- 
son 1  The  earliest  stage  of  (he  first  war  nnd<r 
the  Governineat  has  yielded  a  clear,  full,  and 
incontestable  refutation  of  the  argnment.  While 
the  American  arms  have  suffered  disgrace  upon 
disgrace  on  what  was  deemed  tfae  natural  and 
proper  theatre  for  the  display  of  our  power: 
while  by  land  all  is  cloomy  and  oomfortlesis  and 
the  heart  sickens  nnder  the  past,  our  little  Kavy, 
a  handfiil  of  men,  has  nobly  sustainud  ns  upon 
the  ocean,  and  bauiabed  that  despondency  which 
onr  diaastars  by  land  must  have  otherwise  pro- 

If,  ^r,  imder  snoh  anspicea,  such  overwhelm- 
ing evidence  of  the  emciency  of  a  oavj,  this 
question  is  to  bo  nut  by,  I  shall  deopair  of  a 
navy;  we  may  ranlc  witli  Algien  in  a  force  ot 
frigate^  but  shall  do  nothing  worthy  of  a  com- 
monity  of  eight  millions  (rf  souls,  placed  by 
Heaven  in  a  sitnatJon  most  favorable  to  com- 
merce and  naval  power. 

The  objections,  sir,  to  a  navy  are  not  a  little 
atnnsing.  Do  you  move  the  anestion  in  peace, 
it  is  objected,  that  commerce  tioarisbes  and  you 
want  not  protection ;  at  another  time  it  is  s^d 
not  to  be  worth  the  expense  of  a  navy,  and 
lastly  a  navy  will  draw  America  into  the  Euro- 
pean vortex  and  involve  ns  in  a  war.  Now 
that  we  are  in  war,  a  new  book  of  logic  is 
opened,  and  it  if  oljected,  that  you  have  not 
time  to  build  a  navy,  the  war  will  be  over  be- 
fore ships  can  be  finished.  It  is  thos,  sir,  that 
the  arguments  aguust  a  navy  are  made  io  an- 
swer and  refute  themselves;  nay,  more,  the 
argament.  in  war  is  a  satire  and  reproach  to  the 
objection  in  peace.  "  There  is  not  now  time  to 
bnilda  navy,"  reproaches  as  for  not  having 
passed  the  requisite  laws  at  the  last  session, 

I  have  always  considered  the  great  policy  of 
a  navy  settled  by  the  constitution ;  aoea  I 
spend  Ume  to  show,  that  no  great  specific  pow- 
er was  delegated  to  the  General  Government 
unices  it  was  deemed  necessary ;  not  necessary 
for  a  dormitory,  but  to  be  executed  for  the  gen- 
eral protection  and  wel&re.  This  was  the  po- 
lar Btar — the  test  and  criterion  that  governed 
in  the  del^ation  of  powers  by  tlia  States — 
powers  not  necessary  to  be  exercised  for  the 
general  sood  were  retained  by  the  several 
mates.  What  greatly  ^p^n^ens  the  argu- 
ment is,  the  power  to  provule  a  navy  is  not 
only  given  to  the  General  Government,  bnt 
token  away  or  denied  to  the  several  States.  In 
adopting  the  constitution,  this  question  was 
considered  at  rest,  and  a  navy  was  deemed  the 
necessary  consequence  of  this  power ;  in  the 
Virginia  Convention,  where  great  talent  and 
ingenuity  waa  dlqilayed  in  the  debate,  the  point 
was  so  considered,  and  tbe  objection  rested  on 
that  ground ;  the  consequence  of  adoption  was 
supposed  to  be  an  imequal  strengthening  of  th« 
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comnierclal  puis  of  the  Union.    %o  de«plj  im- 

Kresaed  was  President  Wabhimotov  with  the 
nportance  of  a  dbt?,  and  bo  trae  to  hia  dnty 
taa  Jnst  claims  of  comineroe  for  proWction,  that 
he  conld  not  consent  to  qott  hia  high  station  ~~ 
the  poblic  conncile  without  jilaoing  on  reoa 
his  sentiments  for  the  good  of  his  oonntrj — this 
he  did  in  his  speech  to  the  fbnrth  Congress 
(second  session)  in  language  that  well  attests 
his  irisdom  and  paternu  care  and  sohcitode  for 
his  conntrj.  He  recommended  and  nrged  tlie 
policy  of  a  navj  ia  the  strongest  tenns,  and  I 
will  not  believe  that  the  parting  lesson  of  that 
great  and  good  man  will  be  lost  to  bis  oonntr; 
— there  is  certainly  too  much  respect  for  his 
memory  to  disregard  his  solemA  advice  and 
oonnsel  on  any  subject.  In  this  policy  Mr. 
Jbfpbbbox  also  concurred  at  a  perioa  most  ans- 
picionH  to  fair  inquiry  and  dispBsdonate  Judg- 
ment ;  it  was  before  the  tempest  of  party  arose, 
to  obscure  the  great  Inminary  of  trnth  and 
blacken  the  political  horizon. 

Mr.  WiDOEBT. — Mr.  Chairman,  it  will  be  r«- 
Gollected  that  I  was  Isat  session  of  Congress 
opposed  to  the  bnilding  of  seventy- fbora,  until 
we  had  got  more  frigates.  I  have  been  rather 
oppoeed  to  them  in  the  Committee  of  Naval 
Attairs,  not  hecaase  1  was  opposed  to  ao  aug- 
mentation of  the  Nary,  but  Iwcanse  I  thonght 
it  more  to  the  advantage  of  the  country  to  build 
frigates  and  sloops  of  war  at  present ;  and  if, 
hereafter,  when  we  have  sailors  ]ilenty  to  man 
the  large  ships  with,  it  shonld  be  thought  best 
to  have  larger  ships.  It  ma^  be  very  well  t» 
bidid  them;  but,  at  present, *OQr  resources  nre 
inadequate  to  build  the  seventy-fours  and  the 
ten  frigates,  and  say  eight  or  ten  sloops  of  war, 
which  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  protec- 
IJon  of  our  seaooast,  in  order  to  keep  off  the 
British  gnn-brigs  or  privateers.  The  ships-of- 
the-line  will  not  answer  this  purpose,  when 
they  are  at  sea ;  they  must  keep  deep  water ; 
they  cannot,  with  sa&ty,  follow  in  under  the 
land  those  small  vessels  which  annoy  onr  oosst- 
era,  and  capture  them  all  along  shore.  Within 
a  few  days,  I  have  accounts -of  a  small  priva- 
teer, of  eight  gnns,  having  captured  twenty  or 
thirty  s^l  of  coastiag  vessels.  Sir,  it  is  a  sight 
to  see  a  pnblio  armed  ship  of  the  Uuited  States 
anywhere  on  our  shore  lo  the  eastward  of  Bos- 
ton— a  seacoast  of  SOO  miles — when  the  enemy 
can  take  every  thing  that  passes  out  to  sea,  and 
a  country  in  whioh  there  are  the  heat  of  ship- 
harbors,  where  they  might  cruise  with  safety, 
always  having  a  harbw  handy  to  run  into.  1 
cannot  feel  willing  to  bnild  seventy-fours,  to 
the  esclosion  of  the  smaller  ships,  of  which  we 
are  s0  mnch  in  want  at  this  time.  If  you  bad 
the  money  in  yonr  chest,  and  all  ready  for  the 
building  four  seventy-fours,  and  all  the  timber 
in  tjie  yard — which  you  have  not — still  I  should 
have  doubts  on  my  mind  as  to  the  propriety  of 
those  heavy  ships.  Say,  if  you  please,  that  you 
bad  those  ships  built,  could  yon  send  them  to 
seat  I  presume  not,  if  at  war  with  England,  be- 
oanse  she  would  always  blockade  yonr  harbors 


wberev^tbey  wet«;  and  if  you  sent  them  oat, 
peritape  yoa  would  never  Iwve  to  man  tboa 
again ;  not  beoanse  onr  shipa  in  ai^le  comtat 
are  not  a  mat«^  for  faers,  bnt,  because  tbty 
have  more  shipa  than  they  know  what  tods 
with ;  they  would  always  oumumber  yon  k 
sea,  aiid  they  wonld  be  able  to  CMne  ap  with 
and  esptnre  your  four  ships,  But,  fur  wfait  pur- 
pose are  you  to  send  them  outt  CertainlT, not 
to  take  merohantmen.     They  are  n^ 


to  intercept  their  East  In^  fleet,  which,  get- 
erally,  are  under  strong  convoys  of  heavy  ^uf^ 
then  it  might  be  an  object  to  send  them  to  snl 
If  you  are  to  keep  them  in-port,  for  the  [n^ 
pose  of  harbor  defence,  you  must  always  b^ 
them  manned ;  it  will  he  too  late  to  man  then 
after  the  enemy  oomes  in  nghL  And  tbera  i^ 
in  my  mind,  another  diffiouhy :  In  the  maimijig 
these  heavy  ships,  you  wiU  have  to  inpi^ 
men  to  go  on  board  of  them,  or  rajaa  the  <rwa 
up  tQ  what  is  given  in  a  merchant  ship;  be- 
cause the  saikm  will  not  be  willing  to  go  on 
board  large  ships,  when  they  have  no  chtoN 
for  prize  money.  On  the  other  band,  theywiS 
be  very  willing  to  enter  on  board  cruising diips, 
snch  as  frigates  ot  sloops  of  war,  in  hi^m  of 
taking  priias;  and  yon  have  not,  at  preaeat,! 
sufficient  number  of  sailors  to  man  what  mill- 
er vessels  we  want.  If  you  bnild  friEatca  and 
sloops  of  war,  tl>ey  csn  be  famished  wiltunt 
yonr  advancing  the  money;  the  tnerchantsvill 
bnild  them,  and  loan  them  to  the  GorenuDoL 
The  frigates  and  smaller  vessels  can  be  ptf 
afloat  in  six  months  from  the  time  they  an 
agreed  for;  and  yonr  ships-of-the-line  wiU  iM 
be  finished  in  leea  than  two  years ;  and  if  they 
do  not  cost  80  per  cent,  more  than  they  u* 
calculated  at,  I  will  dare  pay  all  I  am  wortk 
towards  them  for  nothing.  1  am  willing  to  p 
for  almost  any  number  of  frigates,  becsase  I 
know  yon  can  have  them  bmlt  without  adnae- 
ing  a  dollar  until  they  are  ready  for  aan», 
and  iieoanae  I  am  convinced  they  are  mmt  i» 
oQT  interest.  Popular  opinion,  I  know,  htf 
great  wei^t  at  times ;  let  us  not  be  carried  <£ 
on  the  wings  of  enthusiasm ;  we  are  at  pratsi 
at  very  great  expense,  and  we  ought  to  sd  pm- 
dently  with  our  flnanoes,  or  they  will  soon  te- 
oume  low.  At  the  same  time,  I  cannot  sgn« 
with  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  who  ssn 
he  is  opposed  to  any  augmentatiou  of  the  Xaiy, 
1  asks  if  you  are  willing  to  tax  the  plantcn 
the  building  a  Navy,  and  the  prateetion  if 
the  merchant )  Sir,  will  not  the  same  resaoo- 
ing  apply  against  the  maritime  towns  beJof 
taxed  to  support  the  army  of  1 0,000  men  in  Cbe 
West !  Gentlemen  say,  stay  on  shore,  and  yoi 
will  be  safe.  Sir,  may  we  not,  in  retum,  eij 
to  the  gentlemen  who  are  settling  the  cl>e*p 
lands  of  the  interior,  keep  among  as;  go  not 
into  the  Indian  conntjy ;  we  cannot  be  taxed  [a 
defend  yon.  This  reasoning  will  ^>ply  with  •• 
much  foroe  against  the  interior  as  tbein  doe* 
against  the  Atlantio  towns.    Sir,  we  tre  all  one 
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people,  and,  in  order  to  remdn  bo,  we  miut  be 
wiliiDg  to  defend  tit  all  points. 

Ur.  BissKTT  spoke  several  times  in  the  ooiine 
of  the  debate.  The  foUowingiH  the  sabstance 
of  the  vhole  of  his  remarks :  He  said,  on  rising, 
that  it  was  with  no  feigned  diffidence  that  he  aa- 
dreaaed  the  Hoose.  jCshall,  said  be,  have  credit 
with  every  one  in  tajaflsortion  that  I  am  most 
aoxioas  that  the  proposition  I  have  made  shonld 
■□cceed.  Uoat  l  not,  then,  deplore  the  feeble- 
Dess  of  voice,  the  want  of  force,  of  manner,  and 
promptness  of  mind  and  thought,  which  limit 
met  ButI  shall  feel  compensated  if  the  House 
will,  in  heart,  join  me  in  regretting  that  a  caose 
worthj  of  the  first  of  advocates  has  fallen  into 
Ench  pnnj  hands.  For  the  eaiite,  then,  will 
they  hear  me,  and  for  their  country's  good  will 
they  improve  each  liint  [  may  let  fall,  by  their 
better  Judgment.  It  is  tme,  rir,  we  have  little 
experience — I  cannot  boast  of  naval  knowled^ 
in  onr  land — but,  yet,  we  arenotqnite  deficient. 
Let  it  be  remembered,  that  it  is  on  the  first 
principles  that  we  are  to  decide;  tbat  we  are 
to  mark  the  outlines  only,  which  depend  mncb 
on  general  reasoning,  and,  in  doing  which,  we 
may  resort  to  the  experience  of  others.  T  will 
follow  (tboogh  with  aneqaal  step)  the  oonrse 
taken  by  my  predecessor  last  year,  and,  on  the 

Juestion  to  fill  this  blank,  bring  the  whole  snb- 
ect  before  the  committee.  It  will  be  assamed, 
as  then  proved,  that  protection  is  dne  to  every 
national  right,  which  cannot  be  estimated  by 
pecnntary  calcolation,  but  must  be  tested  by 
national  ability  only  to  defend  and  protect 
them.  To  the  mode  of  eilbcting  so  deeirable  an 
object,  I  shall  confine  myself.    The  report  has 


oppose  like  to  like, 
man,  whom  we  Snd  ever  availing  himself  of 
the  improvements  of  his  asswlant  for  self-de- 
fence. Hence  has  the  art  of  war  become  to  all 
nations  the  most  interesting  science,  and  no 
citizen  is  more  estimable  than  he  who  can  di- 
rect the  national  force  with  most  efEciency. 
The  importance  of  a  naval  force  is  amply  attest- 
ed on  record.  I  will  first,  sir,  point  you  to  the 
conflicts  between  the  rival  Republics  of  Rome 
and  Carthage,  and  ask  you  to  remember  the 
agency  that  their  veseels  had  in  them.  Had  the 
Romans  confined  themselves  to  the  land,  never 
had  Carthage  been  destroyed.  The  faistoiy  of 
Europe,  fTora  Venice  to  Great  Britain,  is  too 
fiuniliar  to  all  who  hear  me,  to  require  reference 
to  particnlars.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  call 
attention  to  the  effect  of  navalpower,  as  it 
passed  from  nation  to  nation.  What  was  the 
power  of  Venice  and  Genoa  when  they  led  the 
Tan  of  naval  power?  How  quickly  did  the 
sceptre  of  Portugal  rise,  as  she  assumed  a  sta- 
tion on  the  ocean!  how  sink  as  she  lost  her 
naval  preponderance  I  How  did  a  navy  once 
Bopport  the  United  Provinces!  and  how  is  it 
now  the  salvation  of  Great  Britain  1  It  is  then 
a  fact,  that  a  naval  armament  gives  efi'ect  to 
the  power  of  a  nation,  as  do  the  musket  and 
bi^ooflt,  the  cannon  and  the  mortar.    And  how, 


dr,  is  it  attempted  to  rebnt  this  fact  t  By  show- 
ing a  physical  disability  in  the  country  to  avail 
itself  of  this  force  (  No.  For  than  wonid  they 
be  rebutted  by  the  extent  of  our  coasts,  by  the 
materials  for  ship-bnilding,  (so  ample,)  and  the 
known  habits  and  geninsof  our  countrymen,  as 
each  day  is  evincing.  And  here,  sir,  I  wish  I 
could  follow  up  the  beantifa!  figure  of  my  friend, 
who,  on  a  former  occasion,  showed  yon  onr 
continent,  extending  to  dther  ocean,  with  the 
Snger  of  Uimifloence  pointing  to  the  goodly 
heritage. 
We  have  then  these  fiicts:  tbat  a  navy  is  a 

Kwerftil  means  of  national  operation ;  that  our 
»1  situation  is  fitted  for  its  use ;  and  that  we 
have  the  necessary  materials.  To  which  it  is 
objected  that  yonr  infant  Navy  must  be  op- 
posed to  one  which  has  reached  tlie  full  man^ 
hood  of  power  on  the  ocean.  I  admit  iL  But 
shall  we  therefore  abandon  the  ocean,  yield  onr 
birthright,  our  goodly  heritage,  without  a  strug- 
gle! Or,  shall  we  not  rather,  deducing  ai^n- 
ment  from  example,  like  the  gallant  Captwn 
Hull,  avoid  their  fleets  and  capture  thar  single 

I  am  aware  that  habit  impels  some  to  be  fear 
Ailon  this  subject,  and  the  experience  of  the  past 
will  not  convince  them.  With  diffidence,  there- 
fore, do  I  refer  to  the  efficiency  of  twelve  ships- 
of-the-line  and  twenty  frigates,  as  demonstrated 
last  session.  Let  me  ask  of  gentlemen  who 
thus  think,  who  thus  feel,  to  examine  the  ex- 
tent of  their  argument.  Does  it  not  go,  not 
only  to  the  abandonment  of  the  ocean,  but  to 
the  seocoast  alsol  I  shall  trust  to  former  state- 
ments for  the  magnitude  of  this  sacrifice,  with 
the  observation,  that  abandoning  the  ocean  in- 
volves the  loss  of  one  million  four  hnndred 
thousand  tuns  of  shipping;  and  that  in  giving 
up  the  eoasia,  yon  lose  a  valuable  portion  of 
your  soil,  and  some  of  your  fairest  cities.  I 
will  not  dwell  on  the  magnitude  of  this  sacri- 
fice, becatise  I  cannot  believe  that  Americana 
will  abandon  any  right  which  there  is  a  proa- 
peot  to  maintain.  1  cannot,  I  admit,  answer  aa 
conclusively  the  objection,  tbat  mnch  time  will 
be  passed  before  tnis  force  can  be  procured; 
yet,  I  beheve,  that  a  mind  which  relied  on  that 
objection,  might  be  satisfied  that  late  prepara- 
tion is  better  than  none.  Nor  could  a  mind,  so 
drcumstonced,  tail  to  see,  that,  while  mohing 
preparation,  you  come  every  day  nearer  yonr 
object :  in  neglecting  it,  yon  are  every  day  fur- 
ther from  it,  and  yon  are,  in  neglecting  it, 
blending  ultimate  loss  with  temporary  sacrifice. 

Mr.  Chairman,  is  it  for  an  infant  nation,  or  a 
popular  Government,  to  be  deterred  by  the 
want  of  preparation  ?  What  is  it  that  the  youth 
has  not  to  prepare,  or  when  was  it  that  a  popu- 
lar Government  taxed  itself  with  previous  prep- 
aration! But  why  this  argument  of  despair? 
What  were  yonr  preparations  for  the  Bevoln- 
tionary  war,  and  when  mode?  After  an  army 
was  to  your  country.  Yet  were  they  then 
made  and  eflectually  made.  By  the  bravery  of 
our  fathen  car  Boil  was  secured;  toi  us  it  rests 
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to  tMiira  oar  rigbta  on  Um  wftter,  oommon 
CT«r7  indepeDdent  nftUoo,  and  m  o1«^^  oon 
u  ts^  ara  eoMatlal  to  oor  interMts.  What  is 
this  argmnent  of  infaiucrt  Had  not  the  ISvrj 
of  Great  Britain  a  be^nniiigt  Tea.  There  was 
a  time  when  Britain  had  no  ship,  Wbat  then! 
Bhe  was  invaded,  and  more,  she  waa  oonqnered. 
At  thta  daj,  her  wooden  walla,  aa  thef  are  pro- 
TsrbiaUj  railed,  are  her  defence  uid  protection. 
Jb  tt  admitted  tjiat  the  British  fleet  aeomrea  her 
from  attack?  If  so,  would  not  a  fleet  aecnre  as 
from  attack  alsot  Bnt  we  have  it  not.  Is  it 
not  then  oor  dntj,  as  gnardians  of  the  pabli< 
terest,  to  provide  this  powerfid,  this  neoen .  . 
means  of  defence!  But  some  are  alarmed  at 
the  eost.  Permit  me  to  recnr  to  the  calcula- 
tion of  the  last  year.  And  first,  as  to  the  injlbr- 
mation  derived  from  British  experieD<M,  whoae 
example  ma7  be  taken  ai  precedent  on  mari- 
time sabjects;  at  least  the}'  make  a  powerfbl 
BTgnmenC^  where  tbey  are  rejected  as  foil  proof. 
Id  recorring  to  British  estimates,  it  cerUunl; 
was  miexpected  to  the  American  eje  to  aee  the 
aame  snm  charged  for  a  aoldier  as  for  a  sailor, 

viz : dollars  per  month ;  and  as  aneipected, 

OS  investigating  tiie  British  expenditures  for  a 
aeries  of  years,  to  find  that  the  appropriations 
for  the  NsvjT  are  fonnd  len  than  those  for  the 
Army,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  An- 
nual Begitter,  In  corroboration  of  this  is  oor 
own  history,  as  appears  fhim  the  ealcoUtiona 
made  by  mj  predeoeawr,  of  whidi  I  will  arail 
mvselt 

la  it  not  then  demonstrated  \>j  foreign  and 
domeatio  experience,  that  a  naval  force  is  the 
cheapest  the  nation  can  resort  to  for  defence 
and  protection  ?  Is  it  not  also  proved,  that  a 
force  believed  to  be  competent,  might  be  ob- 
tained at  a  sum  greatly  within  the  means  of  the 
Government — aay  twelve  millions  of  dollars — 
or  a  fbnrth  leea  than  the  ordinary  amoant  of 
revenae  for  a  year  in  good  times  I  Test  this 
aabject  in  another  way.  The  cost  of  joor  Mavy, 
twelve  millions;  give  np  the  ocean,  and  yon 
lose,  for  one  item,  one  million  four  honored 
tbonsaiid  tons  of  shipping,  which  at  fitly  dollars 
the  ton,  would  be  worth  Ave  times  the  sam. 
Yet  that  would  nntiawtioDably  be  the  least  item 
tn  the  Bcconnt,  becaose  that  would  be  hut  one 
loss,  while  that  of  your  coasting,  and  other 
trade,  wosld  swell  into  a  great  annnal  amonnt, 
and  be  as  great  a  sacrifice  of  convenience  as 

Sroflt,  Nor  is  sach  a  conclusion  the  less  to  be 
eprecated,  becanse  it  is  difficult  to  foresee  all 
the  evils  which  must  result  from  the  abandon- 
ment of  one  essendal  right  of  an  independent 
nation.  I  know  it  maj  be  said  by  those  who 
view  this  subject  diflerently  from  me,  tliat  they 
do  not  mean  to  abandon  the  ocean.  It  is,  then, 
for  them  to  show  the  difference  between  not 
abandoning  a  right,  and  not  defending  it;  for 
I  cannot  believe  that  any  gentleman  will  eon- 
tend  that  the  national  defence  shall,  he  left  to 
privateers.  They  have  most  justly  been  con- 
ndered  an  aid  lo  the  national  arm,  bat  Heaven 
forbid  that  they  ahonld  be  relied  on  aa  priod- 
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paL  A  private  arm,  with  power  to  shield  th» 
nation,  is  what  I  conJd  not  contemplate  widioat 
terror.  I  cannot  believe  it  nsoeeasry  to  pnnoe 
this  argument 

To  retnm  then :  The  force  adequate  to  the 
defence  of  our  seas  wonld  cost  twdv« 


I  will  not  say  that  this  i^le  expoue  onght  to 
be  incnrred  in  one  year ;  Bdeed,  it  ou^  to  be 
remarked,  that  of  the  twes^  frigates,  neaHy 
eight  are  ready  fur  aervice.  Let  the  principle 
be  yielded,  and  we  can  then  eoter  on  the  mI- 
enlation  aa  to  the  portion  which  ma;  be  vo- 
enred  each  year.  The  deciHoo,  too,  woolo,  in 
my  Judgment,  be  the  strongest  iiiduo«inait  to 
the  enemy  to  make  peace  wh^i  they  aaw  tbat 
yoD  were  progrearing  to  a  fbrce  which  tbey  eooU 
not  meet.  It,  indeed,  the  force  which  has  be«i 
named  was  not  altogether  adeqoata  to  tint  oh- 
ject  of  defending  yonr  own  waien,  yon  would 
find,  having  that  force,  that  yon  could  make 
Any  small'  addition  that  was  reqniste  withoot 
difficulty.  In  reference  to  the  Ofuniona  <rf  otb- 
era,  in  some  measure,  did  the  select  committee 
determine  on  the  number  of  ships,  and  their 
force,  to  be  procured  this  year.  Thus  if  the 
first  blanks  are  filled  with  fonr  aeventj-nz  gUB 
shipe,  they  cost,  per  estimate,  $833,000,  sod 
wiU  require  an  appropriation  of  $1,582,000.  If 
the  other  blank  be  niled  with  aix  thirty-eight 
gon  ships,  which,  by  estimate,  cost  (280,000, 
the  requisite  appropriation  for  them  will  be 
$1,820,000.  For  the  sloops  of  war,  the  last 
blank  I  have  calculated  at  $61,300,  which  wonld 
reqnire  an  appropriation  of  $367,800 ;  which, 
with  the  neoesaary  appropriation  for  the  four 
frigates  ordered  to  be  reboilt  last  year,  via :  the 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  Generu  Greene,  and 
Boston,  will  amonnt  to  $3,G00,000.  This  woold 
give  TOQ  fbar  seven  ty-aiiee  and  ei^teen  frigatet^ 
moelly  of  the  beet  size.  Oompare  the  effideooj 
of  that  force  with  the  interest  of  three  millions 
and  a  bali^  the  cost,  and  you  cannot  bnt  be 
gratified  with  the  result  I  say,  Mr.  Chairman, 
the  interest ;  becsoBe)  thou^  it  was  not  in  the 
province  of  the  select  committee  to  look  oat 
the  ways  and  means,  yet  was  it  so  intenetedr 
as  to  their  otgeot,  that  they  could  hut  ask  how 
was  the  money  to  be  had ;  and  they  were  aatia- 
fiod  that  three  millions  ajid  a  half  oonld,  witii 
.  I  state 
ways  and  means, 
bnt  only  that  nntil  the  sntject  is  given  them  to 
provide  for,  the  House  might  not  be  embarn»- 
ed  with  the  diScnlty  of  money. 

With  the  humbla  hope  that  the  views  of  the 
committee  have  been  shown  to  Em  at  least  moat 
reasonable,  if  not  most  correct,  I  beg  leave  to 
say  a  few  words  aa  to  the  different  kinds  of  ves- 
sels proposed.  I  will  not  ask  that  the  dtA 
should  read  that  excellent  letter  from  Captain 
Stewari;,  because  I  presnme  every  geotleman 
who  wishes  information  has  read  it  more  than 
once.  From  that  and  the  other  documeoia,  the 
committee  thought  themselves  wgmated  in 
recommending  four  seveuty-aii  gun  ships.  In 
addition  to  the  snfflcient  reasons  <^fered  tben^ 


;,iz...,L-OOglC 


DEBATES  OF  COMOBESS. 


IS19.] 


AcTRWB  if  lit  Ifatf, 


[H.  or  R. 


tliat  &  large  Bhjp,  with  fewer  men  and  *  less 
ocst,  wilt  be  more  effloieot  than  amall  ones,  b; 
the  table  A  it  ie  most  ofwclurivelf  evinced,  that 
A  aeventj-Bix,  at  one  round,  throws  on  the  ene- 
m7  four  pounds  foarteen  oimceB  of  boll  for  each 
nun;  whereas,  the  gnnboat  throws  onlj  ten 
onnoee.  I  only  give  the  oitremes,  that  the  ar- 
gument may  be  the  more  readtlj  tAken.  Here, 
too,  ve  have  the  fact,  that  six  hundred  &na 
fifty  men  are  snfflcient  for  a  seventy-six,  while 
foar  bnndred  and  twenty  are  reqaired  for  a 
frigftte.  The  auniu]eif>enEe  is,  for  the  Urge  ship, 
$303,110;  for  the  frigate,  $110,000.  While  in 
action,  the  larger  ship  is  eqaal  or  saperior  to 
three  frigates.  To  support  this  oalonlation  by 
flgores,  we  have  the  opinions  of  Captains  Hull, 
Stewart,  and  Morris;  and  Mr.  Hamilton  says, 
that  all  the  officers  in  servioe  concur  in  the 
opinion;  >md  I  am  told  that  snch  is  the  real 
lustory  o!  naval  conflicts.  Mr.  Hamilton  men- 
tion! one,  and  Captain  Stewart  mentions  anoth- 
er, of  fonr  FrenoD  Aigates  attacking  a  British 
aeventj-fonr,  of  which  one  was  sunk,  two  taken, 
BBd  the  other  mn  off. 

It  is  oanse  of  some  exnltation  tome,  that  onr 
nnval  men,  where  the  opportnnity  is  afforded 
them,  give  the  example  to  prove  onr  theory. 
Ab  I  am  told,  ordere  were  sent  from  Washing' 
ton  in  September  to  Captain  Channcey,  then  at 
New  YorK,  who  made  his  preparation,  took  bis 
workmen  with  him  U>  the  Lakas,  and  some  days 
Biace  we  had  the  aoconnt  that  ha  had  bnilt  and 
lannohed,  before  November  was  oat,  a  frigate 
of  twenty-six  gnna.  The  gallant  Channoey  en- 
ables me  to  present  an  argnmenl  that  wonld, 
oonld  I  do  it  Jnatice,  I  am  anre,  have  moch 
weight.  Will  any  gentleman  r^ret  that  this 
twenty-six  gnn  ship  has  been  built,  thongh  the 
mastery  of  the  Lakes  has  been  acquired  with- 
out it?  Neithershall  we  regret  the  building  of 
the  seventy-sixes,  tbongh  peace,  which  God 
send,  should  come  before  mey  are  laanobed. 
There  is  yet  one  other  objection  too  important 
to  be  passed  over,  though  it  was  on  a  former 
ooca^on  10  ably  canvassed.  It  is  the  difficulty 
of  getting  seamen.  That  difflonlty  exists,  I  do 
admit  Yet  is  not  the  dif^olty  insarmoantable. 
Here  again  I  avail  mvself  of  the  iUnatratioos  of 
my  frirad  trom  Sontn  Carolina. 

The  gentleman  has  again  refbrred  to  the 
difficulty  of  manning  your  ships,  and  deems 
.  impreesment  indispensable.  Sir,  I  admit  the 
weakness  of  onr  nation,  and  lament  it  toa 
Yet  I  cannot  believe  that  the  hard  hand  of 
tyranny  is  essential  to  their  well-being ;  and  I 
r^ret  that  in  an  aaaembly  of  freemen,  that  this, 
the  most  if  not  the  only  detestable  example 
England  has  set  na  as  to  a  navy,  should  be  so 
mnob  relied  on.  Look  to  the  fact  that  in  five 
years  forty-two  thousand  seamen  deserted  from 
tha  British  navy.  Look  to  the  fact,  that  their 
prisoners  require  to  be  oDmniitt«d  to  retnm  to 
their  own  conntry.  It  is  with  no  little  pride 
that  I  call  the  attention  of  tli«  gentleman  and 
the  committee  to  our  gallery.  Did  a  British 
gallery  ever  exhibit  such  a  spectacle  t    No,  a 


seaman  tiiere  is  a  slave,  and  seldom  puts  hia 
foot  on  ahore  but  under  the  guard  of  an  officer. 
Let  OS  therefore  be  cautioos  in  admitting  that 
thongh  Great  Britain  has  I>een  most  socoessftal, 
that  she  owes  it  to  the  hard,  to  the  iron  hand 
of  impressment.  It  wonld  not  I>e  difficult  to 
find  in  her  naval  institutions  other  principles 
to  which  the  mind  would  delight  to  attribut« 
her  superiority,  rather  than  that  f^m  whinb 
we  cannot  but  turn  in  disgnst 

Mr.  Stow  said  he  should  not  conrider  the 
motion  made  br  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Penn^lvania  (Mr.  Ssibvbt)  as  eoiog  to  defeat 
the  mrun  ol^eot  of  the  bill,  which  was  a  liberal 
inorease  of  the  navy,  becanse  he  understood  hia 
intention  to  be  to  move  a  laraer  nnmber  of 
frigates  if  the  clanse  for  seventy-foora  should  be 
stncken  out.  The  qnesUon  then  be  slioold 
conrider  as  tnmply  whether  it  was  best  at  pres- 
ent to  bnild  any  shlpe-of-the-line,  or  to  confine 
our  exertions  to  frigates  only)  He  said  his  own 
opinions  hadleaned  pretty  strongly  to  the  latter 
side  till,  as  a  member  of  the  Navy  Committee, 
he  had  been  led  to  a  more  oareM  examination 
of  the  sulfjeot;  and  he  confe»ed  that  that  ex* 
amination  had  fiilly  oonvinced  him  of  the 
utility,  and  be  might  say  neoMsitj,  of  building 
some  line^of-batue  ships.  The  propriety  of 
boilding  them,  as  well  as  a  proportion  of  lighter 
ships,  grew  out  of  thediflbT«ntot^ectatowhioh 
they  were  to  be  applied.  There  could  be  no 
donbt  of  the  superior  advantages  of  frigates  and 
sloops  of  war  when  employed  in  omiang  agiUnct 
our  enemy's  comoierce,  but  whenever  the  ob- 
ject is  to  repd  a  powerM  force,  shipe-of-tbo- 
'  le  on^t  to  be  resorted  to.    They  form  bat- 


the  cost  of  a  seventy-four  is  less  than  one- 
third  more  than  that  d  a  fbrty-fonr  gmi  frigatt^ 
yet  the  force  is  as  three  to  one,  or  according  to 
the  lowest  estimate  I  have  heard,  as  two  to  one. 
This  Is  ea^Iy  explained  when  we  ctHirider  that 
to  make  a  seventy-fomr  is  little  mor«  than  add- 
ing another  dedk.  to  a  laige  frigate.  It  would 
then  appear  evident,  tbatnnlese  we  resorted  to 
this  kind  of  force,  we  should  Sght  onr  enemy 
on  the  most  unequal  terms.  She  oonld  at  any 
time  lay  a  few  heavy  ships  at  the  months  of  our 
harbors  and  in  our  narrow  waters,  and  thus 
effectually  destroy  not  only  onr  foreign  trade, 
but  whatwasof  infinitely  more  importance,  she 
could  destroy  the  whole  of  our  coasting  trade. 

Farther,  f^d  Mr.  S.,  knowing  that  we  have 
no  powerfal  ships,  she  can  easily  protect  by 
convoy  all  her  valuable  fleets ;  but  if  we  had 
four  shipe-of-tbe-line  she  wonld  be  driven  to 
the  Enormous  expense  of  convoying  every  fleet 
of  merchantmen  sailing  to  any  part  of  America 
by  five  or  six  sevoity-fonra,  or  they  would  be 
exposed  to  capture  by  our  fieet 

Bat,  sud  lb-.  S.,  it  is  objected  that  they  would 
be  blockaded.  This  objection  was  eq^nallyag«nst 
frif^tes ;  but  he  was  perfectly  wilhng  to  put  it 
npon  that  gronnd,  that  Qreat  Britain  woold  at- 
tempt to  blockade  than.    What  then  wonld  be 
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the  oaset  Sfae  must  etoploy  inx  blockadiog 
ships,  BDpported  at  an  eDormoos  ezpoiue^  at 
BDch  a  distance ;  snd  as  had  been  fdtlj  itaoim 
bj  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Cbbvks,)  Iflat  jear,  six  more  sbipt  at  least  mait 
be  occupied  in  preparing  and  suliog  to  replace 
,the  first  six — tuui  emplojiag  twelve  ships  b> 
foor.  And  after  all,  the  attempt  to  confine  our 
ships  would  freqaentlj  he  rendered  abortiire  bj 
storms.  Again,  it  has  been  ot;]ect«d  that  vr« 
had  no  harbors  south  of  Muntaafe  Point,  in 
which,  if  par^aed,  our  ships  ooutd  take  shelter. 
If  b;  thb  wta  ineaDt  barely  that  ire  had  no 
harbor  properly  fortified,  he  adntitted  it  was 
true ;  and  it  was  also  equally  troe  as  applied  to 
our  heavy  frigates;  bat  if  it  was  meant  that 
there  wa^  no  bortior  in  which  ships  could  enter 
that  was  citable  of  being  prt^rly  defended,  it 
was  entirely  erroneous.  Por  many  aach  there 
were,  and  where  sufficient  works  ooold  t)e 
erected  in  a  few  months. 

Mr.  S.  said  a  strong  reason  for  building 
Mveoty -fours,  and  to  which  he  partionlarly  re- 
qaested  the  attention  of  the  committee,  grew 
out  of  the  state  of  our  preparation.  We  have 
timber  for  fonr  seventy-fours,  seasoned  and 
ready  for  use,  which  could  nut  be  applied  to 
frigates,  without  great  lose.  And  this  explained 
the  fact,  that  we  could  build  seventy-foars 
sooner  than' frigates,  nnleas  the  timber  thus  pro- 
vided slionld  be  cut  np,  which,  after  years  of 
deliberate  preparation  for  seventy-foura,  would 
^tpear  like  children's  play.  He  said  in  a  case 
of  this  kind,  he  thought  great  respect  was  due 
to  experience.  That  many  years  ago  all  the 
ijhips  of  war  belonging  to  thenaUons  of  Europe 
were  small,  but  that,  wiihout  one  exception, 
they  had  resorted  to  a  certain  proportion  of 
heavy  ships.  From  thia  cdrcumstanoe,  as  well 
as  from  the  uniform  opinion  of  onr  own  cdiceis, 
he  inferred  that  these  were  the  most  oMiclo- 
nve  reasons  in  fovor  of  them. 

The  qaeation  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
t0  strike  out  the  seventy-fours,  and  negatived. 
The  oommittee  rose  and  had  leav«  to  Ai  again. 

Fbidat,  December  18. 
Inereatt  qf  tht  Ifatj/, 

The  House  again  resolved  itaelf  into  a  Ootmnit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  increase  the 
Navy  of  the  United  Btatee. 

Mr.  (hnrs  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
seventy-fours,  v/i&  a  view  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  fKgates  to  be  bnilt  to  ten,  and  to  add  a 
number  of  sloops  of  war. 

Mr.  0.  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  sap- 
port  of  his  motion,  and  in  favor  of  fiigates  and 
sloops  of  war  in  preference  to  seventy-four  gnu 
ehi|«. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
.  the  jirovisioD  respecting  seventy-fbura,  and  was 
earned — for  the  amendment  C6,  agunst  it  S8. 

Mr.  Ouns  moved  an  amendment  authoriiing 
the  building  of  ten  ships  of  war,  ot  forty-fonr 


HoNDAT,  December  SI. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Ba«btt,  the  petitjon  of 
J.  A.  Chevaliie,  attorney  of  Amelie  Ensuw  ds 
Beaumarcbais,  presented  on  the  S4th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1B06,'  and  ad  of  April,  1806,  togetlia  witii 
all  the  documents  conoeraing  the  said  clum, 
were  referred  U>  the  CMnmittae  of  Olainu. 


Mr.  BAssKrr,  from  the  C<Hnmittee  on  \ie 
Naval  Establishment,  presented  a  bill  r«latlD| 
to  captures ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Who^  on  Wed- 
nesday next.  The  bill  ia  as  follows : 
A  Bill  relating  to  captniea, 

S»  it  emaeled,  fv..  That  wliera  any  ship  or  TcMd 
in  the  Murice  of  the  Dnind  States  •hall  hart  ctp- 
tored,  or  may  hereaftBr  capConi,  a  ihip  or  tcskI  b»- 
loDging  to  aa  euemj,  oT  equal  or  iataior  torse,  nd 
it  bIhuI  become  neceoaiy  to  deatroy  snd  ptia  to 
IvsTsnt  her  fftlltDS  into  the  handi  of  the  enoiij,  or 
for  the  Kcority  of  lach  abip  or  veuel  aa  in  (be  Kr- 
vice  oT  the  United  State*,  the  Soaetuj  of  &e  Xiiy 
it  hereby  leqoired  to  iuae  his  caauuiwan  to  cne  er 
more  fit  person  or  persooa,  whc^  on  die  b«t  eridaia 
ttiat  can  be  procDrBd,  ih^  pnxeed  to  estimate  tit 
valoa  of  mcli  ship  or  vessel,  piise  aa  aforaai^  ia  ttw 
port  into  wliicb  the  c)q>tiiiing  veaad  shall  Cnt  enla, 
and  make  rotim  on  oath  of  laid  eatiuuH  or  nlu- 
tion  to  tin  SeciMsry  of  Hie  Navj. 

Sbci.  2.  And  be  it  ftrlker  nacUd,  That  tbe  Sicie- 
taiy  of  Ae  Navy  ihall  thereon  pnoeed  to  appat6m 
the  ami,  wliicb  slisll  be  equal  to  aae-halT  ihe  nil 
valnataoa  or  efttimat^,  as  prjie  money,  aDHng  iht 
oSeen  and  cnw  making  nioh  capture,  and  caiuc  llH 
nune  to  be  paid  to  them  accocdiiigly. 

8bc  a  And  be  U  /totlcr  tamSd,  That  each  <■»• 
miuioiiail  officer  ihatl  reoalva  ax  dollan  per  day  kt 
each  day  h«  shall  be  employed  iu  ""*^'Tg  tbe  *£■»- 
•aid  estimate :  Provided,  lus  oompenaatioa  ihtll  ia 
no  case  exceed di^sn. 

Sac.*.  Andie  itjirtiereaaeled,  Thatemyc^ 
tain  or  comtnapdbig  officer  of  aay  v«smI  in  tke  Mr- 
vice  of  the  United  Staui  immediately  oo  Us  nndig 
Into  iMn%  afttr  having  oaptnred  a  diip  or  n«el(< 
eqaUorsqieiiorfiirce,  shall  make  npert  tlwwf  ■• 
die  Seoietary  of  the  Navy,  deeoribfi^  partic«li4f 
tbe  uxe  and  equipment  at  the  ihip  or  vtmA  n  d*- 
MroyBd,  and  the  DaCara  and  extent  of  dn  iiaeft 
done  her  in  the  action,  a*  al«o  the  caiues  and  indBoe- 
menta  for  deitroying  hia  priie,  irhioh  lepott,  in  pu^ 
ahall  be  rcoeived  aa  evidence  by  tlie  minniiaiir— 

Sac  e.  And  ie  U  /mier  tmadtd,  TtaX  tbe  Secre- 
tary of  tbe  Navy  shall  caose  the  aecaaat  if  Aa 
money  so  by  him  ordered  Ut  be  paid,  to  be  attlnl  it 
the  end  of  one  year,  and  all  the  ondsimed  diridsdi 
he  ahall  canae  to  be  paid  over  to  the  Kavy  Ilo^lal 
Fnnd. 

Hr.  Basenr,  fhtm  the  same  committee,  ilw 
presented  a  bill  r^nlating  pensions  to  posoas 
on  board  private  armed  ships ;  which  was  iwd 
twioe,  and  oommitted  to  ■  CommiOee  of  tbs 
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The  bill  is  as  fol- 


A  Bill  regnlatiag  pen^Di  to  ponoiu  on  bcmrd  private 
umed  ibipL 

Be  U  tiucled,  ^r.,  Tbmt  the  two  and  a  half  per 
cttntnm  merrod  tn  tbe  haod*  of  the  coUeoton  and 
conmli  by  the  act  of  Jane,  eighteen  Inmdred  aod 
twelve,  entitled  "AnacteoDcenunglettenorniarqne, 
prim,  and  priie  Boodi,"  ehall  be  paid  into  the  Treaa- 
ory,  under  the  like  Nsnlationi  prorided  fbr  other 
pnblic  moner,  and  ahalTomutitata  afimd  for  the  pni^ 
poaei  of  thii  act,  -  and  inch  other  panoaei  ai  Con- 
gren  mey  direct,  fbr  the  aid  and  commit  of  the  lea- 
men  of  the  Uuled  States 

Sec  2.  And  bt  it  firtier  ataelti.  That  the  Secre- 
tary of  tbe  Navy  be  anthomed  and  reqaired  lo  place 
on  tbe  petteion  hit,  under  the  like  icguladoni  and  re- 
etrictiani  ai  are  osed  in  relation  to  the  Kavy  irf'  the 
United  Statea,  any  cAoer  or  MamcD  who,  on  board 
of  any  priTate  Brmed  ihip  or  vesul,  hearing  a  oom- 
mtuion  or  letter  of  marque,  ihall  have  bem.  In  the 
line  of  da^,  Toanded  or  Dtherwiw  diaabled ;  if  an 
officer,  allowing  him  one-half  hii  inontbly  pay  for 
tbe  gresCer  diubility,  and  ao  in  proportion ;  and  if  a 
teaman,  or  ictaog  u  a  maiiQe,  the  nun  of  aii  dollan 
per  month  far  the  greater  diiabilitr,  and  eo  in  pro- 
portion; which  Mveral  pennon*  ihall  be  paid,  by 
direction  of  the  Secretsiy  of  the  Navy,  oat  of  the 
(bud  above  provided. 

Sec.  S.  And  he  UfurOer  emicleJ,  That  the  com- 
manding officer  of  every  veuet  having  a  oommLinon, 
or  lettera  i^  marqns  and  repriwl,  shall  enter  in  hii 
jonniul  the  name  and  rank  of  any  officer,  and  the 
name  of  any  aeamen  who,  doling  hii  cmise,  diaD,  in 
tbe  line  of  his  dntj,  have  beeit  wounded  or  diiabted, 
describing  the  manner  aud  extent,  u  far  u  practica,- 
hle,  of  inch  wonnd  or  diaahility. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  /itrtirr  taaOtd,  That  every  col- 
lector shall  transmit  qnarterty  to  the  Secretary  <^  the 
Kavy  a  transcript  of  such  joumali  as  may  have  been 
reported  to  him,  so  far  as  they  give  a  UiC  of  the  offi- 
oera  and  crew,  and  the  description  of  woonds  and 
diasbilitiei,  the  better  to  enable  the  Secretary  to  de- 
lude on  chums  Ibr  petukmi. 

Ihitiet  <m  PritaUer  Prite  Goods, 
Ur.  CsBVKS,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Ueans,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  direoting  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
ury  to  remit  certain  fioos,  penalties,  and  forfeit- 
urea,  reported  tbe  same  with  amendcnenta,  tbe 
principal  one  of  which  is  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  and  the  depeudeuoiea  thereof,"  bo  as  to  exclude 
from  tbe  operalionof  the  bill,  tbe  caseaof  goods 
brought  in  from  Canada,  &c. — The  bill  wai  re- 
ferred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Hr.  C.  also  introduced  the  following  report; 
The  Comnuttee  of  Ways  and  Henna,  to  whom 
were  referred  ■>  mnch  of  tbe  petition  of  the  owoen 
and  ageuta  of  nindiy  private  armed  veaielj  fitted  out 
of  the  port  of  New  Voik,  as  prays  tbe  redaction  of 
the  dnties  on  piiie  goods,  and  the  petitions  of  sundry 
owners  of  private  armed  venels  fitted  out  of  the  port 
of  Boston,  and  of  sandiy  owners  d  like  venels  litted 
oat  of  the  port*  of  Norfou  and  Portsmooth,  Virginia, 
alao  prapng  a  redndtiaa  of  the  dnUes  on  priie  goods, 


and  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Tivaniiy,  both 
addiBssed  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  and 
which  accompany  this  report,  contain  all  the  facts 
■nd  views  which  will  probably  be  found  material  in 
the  eiaminalton  and  consideration  of  this  subject; 
aud  that  this  committee,  having  maturely  considered 
them,  are  of  opinion,  that  a  rodnction  of  the  duties 
on  prize  goods,  without  embracing,  at  the  same  time, 
all  importaUoos  made  in  the  pcoaecntion  of  the  ordi- 
naiT  commerce  cA  the  country,  cannot,  conustently 
with  sound  policy  and  rattonal  lenalation,  be  made, 
and  that  a  general  reduction  woidd  dimiiush  a  rere- 
nne,  where  it  does  not  distress  the  coninmer,  and 
would  not  produce  any  material  incraaje  of  gain  to 
the  captors.  The  committee,  therefore,  leoommend 
the  foUoiving  renlve : 

ReKktd,  Thatitisinezpedlenttograotfbepniyec 
of  the  petitioners. 

DoaiBtm!!  T'ftrrei  to  in  At  oAore  r^urt. 

WaaoiiKiTOH,  ffoB.  23,  1612. 

Sib  :  We  take  the  liberty  of  auclostng  to  yon,  for 
the  inspecdon  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  aikd  Meant, 
stmdiy  papers  connected  with  the  application  by  tbe 
ownen  of  privateers  in  New  York.  Ibr  a  reduotian  of 
dntiss  on  priie  goods.     They  are  as  follow : 

No.  1,  exhibits  tbe  proceeds  of  the  schooner  Venns 
and  cargo,  captured  by  the  privateer  Teaier. 

No.  2,  U  a  statement  of  the  cost  of  the  privaCsers 
Qeneral  Armstrong  and  Governor  Tompkins 

No.  8,  contains  extracts  of  letters  from  several 
privateer  agents. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  are  (indading 
the  accompanying  doenments)  in  possewion  rf  three 
statements  of  pnie  sales,  where  the  property  was, 
in  each  case,  ox  a  different  character  from  the  others. 
The  cargo  of  the  New  Liverpool  condsted  (contrary 
to  our  un[»esnons  when  before  the-  committee)  alto- 
gether of  wine,  amonuting  to  2T,9S9  gallons,  wbereou 
the  dn^  was  46  cents  per  gaQon,  which  consumed 
more  than  one-half  of  the  proceeds  of  vessel  and 
cargo,  and,  connected  with  the  other  charges,  left  the 
owners  of  the  privateer  about  one-sikth  of  the  cap- 
tared  property.  Tbe  Indnstiy  was  laden  with  163 
bbla.  salmon ;  and  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the 
privateeremen  to  restore  to  an  indigent  owner  tbo 
smonnt  of  her  loss,  lennhiated,  in  consequence  of 
the  high  dnties  and  churges,  in  an  inability  to  present 
her  with  more  than  a  pailiy  sum,  scarcely  worth  her 
acceptance.  Tbe  Venus  had  a  cargo  of  mm,  sugar, 
friut,  and  preserve^  which  produced  |1 7,637  68,  and 
was  charged  with  dnties  amounting  to  t8,28T  6S. 
The  vesaeX  being  well  calcnloted  for  a  privateer,  was 
bought  in  by  tbe  captors  for  that  business.  But,  ex- 
perience teaching  them  that  the  pnifits  of  privBta 
naval  warfare  are  by  do  means  equivalent  to  the 
hazard,  tbey  have  alMindoned  that  intentim,  and  are 
now  ofiering  the  Veous  for  sale  in  tbe  pubUc  news- 
papers, but  cannot  find  a  purchaser. 

We  woold  respaetfUly  sttggest  to  the  Committoe 
of  Ways  and  Means  that  great  aniie^  exists  in  New 
York,  that  Congress  may  give  the  question  of  a  re- 
ductton  of  priie  duties  a  ipeedy  decision  ;  which,  il 
bwrable,  will  revive  the  spirit  uid  teal,  now  expiring, 
with  whiefa  privateering  was  undertaken  at  tbe  com- 
mencement of  the  war  j  and.  If  unfavorable,  will 
prevent  tboee  who  have  purchased  veaseli  tat  warlike 
enterprises,  in  which  tbey  cannot  now  diqmee  of  any 
interest,  &om  Incurring  lossea  accumulated  nnder 
frnitless  expectationi, 

We  have  token  the  liber^  of  rcoiinding  the  com- 
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miCtee  that  do  nsTal  force  of  any  efficiency  can  be 
Bapported  bj  tlie  GoTeiumrat  but  at  ui  eipenH  far 
greater  tbun  the  amount  of  the  iJati<>a  of  which  we 
pray  the  letnisiion ;  and  that  tfaent  ii  prababl;  no 
other  species  of  rmral  erQUUDent  half  >o  deetmcttTe 
'  rateera  to  tbe  oomioeice  of  an  enemy. 
I  employment  of  a  great  uamber  of  experienoed 
n  of  veawls  and  eeameo  neeeuaiily  engaged  {□ 
them,  whoee  eenicea  could  not  probably  be  obtained 
ia  any  other  way,  and  whose  akill  and  intreiridity 
prodnoa  to  much  hoDor  to  tbe  country,  forma  anodier 
importnnt  caniideratloD. 

To  these  may  be  added,  that^  in  no  other  way,  can 
tbe  mercantile  intereel  be  ao  efitctoaHy  united  in  &e 
apport  and  prosecntion  of  the  war,  as  by  offering 
idncements  to  the  inveetmenti  of  its  otherwise  nn- 
employad  capital  in  Rich  enterprise*. 

We  are,  sir,  with  groat  respect,  yonr  obedient  »«- 
T>nl*,  JOHN  FERGUSON, 

JOHN  L.  LAWRENCE. 
Hon.  L.  CuErm,  dairmait,  j-c 

TresDAT,  December  83. 
Impriionment  of  Aitieriean  Seamen. 

Tbe  Spsakkb  liiid  before  the  Honse  the  fd- 
lowing  Uesaage  from  the  Fkesiduit  ot  tbe 
Uhitkd  SriTKa : 
To  At  Uoaie  of  Ripraeatatieu  of  Ikt  Vml*d  Slettt : 

I  tranimiC  to  the  House  of  RepreHntatirei  a  report 
of  tbe  Secrotaiy  of  State,  complyiDg  with  their  ro«o- 
Idtion  of  the  9th  inRut.        JAMES  MADISON. 

Decekbsk  21,  1812. 

DETABTHKin'  o»  State,  Dftl.  19,  1812. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  waa  teTened  the 
reeolntion  of  tbe  Houe  of  RepreeeotaCinM  of  the  9th 
iDstanC,  requeiting  mformatian  toocbing  the  conduct 
of  Britiah  officers  tonardi  penoni  taken  in  AmeiioBn 
aimed  ihipa,  ha*  the  honor  to  lay  bofare  the  Pmu- 
dent  the  aocompany ing  papers  marked  A,  B,  C,  from 
which  it  spears,  that  certain  persons,  some  of  whom 
are  said  to  be  native,  and  others  naturalized  ddien* 
of  the  ('oited  States,  being  parts  of  the  crews  of  the 
United  States  armed  vessels  the  "Nauttlui"  and  the 
"  Wasp,  *  aod  of  the  private  armed  vessel  the  "  Sarah 
Ann,"  have  been  seized,  nnder  the  pretext  of  their 
b^g  British  mbjecta,  by  British  oScen,  for  the 
avowed  purpose,  as  is  nnderMood,  of  having  them 
broujifat  to  till  for  their  live^  and  that  others,  beii^ 
put  of  the  crew  of  the  Nautilai,  have  been  taken  into 
tiie  BriCi^  service. 

Tbe  Seoretwy  of  State  begs  leave  also  to  lay  be- 
fore the  Fresident  the  papen  marked  D  and  K 
From  these  it  will  be  aeen,  that  whilst  the  British 
naval  officers  arrest  aa  ciiioiaals  such  persons  taken 
on  board  American  armed  vessels  as  they  may  eoa- 
■ider  British  enbjecti,.tbey  claim  a  right  to  retain  on 
Board  British  ^ips  of  war  American  citizens  who 
may  have  married  in  EIngland,  or  been  impressed 
from  on  board  Btitifh  merchant  vessels  ;  and  that  ^ley 
consider  an  impi«Bsed  American,  when  he  ia  dis- 
charged from  one  of  their  ships,  as  a  prisouer  of  war. 
All  which  is  tespectfnlly  submitted. 

JAMES  MONBOB. 
(A.) 
^  JolOt  BerloK  Warm  to  Mr.  Xonroe. 

KAurAi,  StpUmbtf  80,  1813. 

Sib  :  Having  received  inibrmation  that  a  moct  no- 


anthorixed  act  haa  been  comnitted  t^  Cimwidus 
Rodger*,  >n  fordbty  seiziog  twelve  British  staaira, 
piiaonerB  ai  war,  late  beloii^nK  to  the  GooritK,  tai 
taking  them  out  of  the  £agli£  cartel  brig  EndeaKT 
On  her  passage  down  the  harbor  of  Boston,  bAef  1^ 
had  been  regularly  embarited  on  board  of  ber  (br  ai 
exchange,  agreeable  to  the  arrangements  sntlsd  be- 
tween £e  two  countries,  and  that  the  nid  Bdtiik 
seamen  eo  seized,  are  now  detained  on  board  da 
United  State*  frigate  Preadent  aa  hcatages;  IM 
myKlf  called  upon  to  request,  sir,  your  most  toiiw 
attention  to  a  measure  so  fraught  with  miBchJef  tad 
inconveoieaoe,  destrncCiTe  of  the  good  futhof  afai 
of  truce  and  the  sacied  pratection  of  a  cartel  1 
should  be  extremely  sorry  that  the  imprudent  act  li 
any  officer  abonU  involve  conseqnotcet  so  partjuslsiif 


if  repeated  ;  and  althon^  it  it  very  modi  my  wiA, 
during  the  continnanne  c^  tbe  diflerenee*  exiiti^ 
between  the  two  ceontries,  to  adopt  every  uiLsiwi 
that  might  render  the  effect  of  war  leas  rigDrai^  ttt, 
in  another  p(unl  of  view,  tbe  oonvietioB  of  tbe  taj 
I  owe  my  country  wottkl,  in  tbe  event  of  soeh  gri>>- 
sncee  as  I  hstve  already  stated  heii^  ccotlnned,  est 
admit  of  any  hesitation  in  retaliatmy  decidcos ;  bil 
a*  I  am  streogly  pertnaded  of  tbe  high  Ilberaliit  <^ 
your  sentJioents  and  that  tfaa  act  am^dained  d  has 
originated  entirely  with  the  rJBcer  wbo  onunitted  i^ 
and  tliat  it  will  be  aa  censntabta  in  your  coasider*- 
tion  as  it  deserves,  I  rely  upon  yonr  taking  inch  np 
as  win  prevent  a  reconenoe  ri  eondoct  eo  extnoelf 
rapiebenuble  in  every  shqie.         . 

I  have  tbe  booorto  be,  with  tbehighni  ccosdoi- 

tioa,  iii,  yoormoat  obedient  and  most  faithful  hnmblr 

•arvant,  JOHN  BORLASE  WARREN, 

Admirtd  af  lie  ^m,  Cmmmdnr-iR-iiitf,  fc 

James  MointOE,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  Slala. 

Mr.  Monroe  to  Sir  Jti»  Borbte  ITorrea. 

DEI-AKTKE.Tr  OF  SlATS,  Ort.  S8,  1811 

Sir;  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  yoor  l<«*f 
of  the  SOlfa  September,  complaining  tiilt  Commodin 
Rodgen,  commanding  a  squadron  of  tbe  Cmtid 
Stales  Navy  at  the  port  ot  BctUm,  had  taken  twdn 
British  seaman,  lately  belon^ng  to  Hi*  Btitsasic 
Majesty's  ship  the  Gnerriere,  from  a  cartel  is  da 
harbor  of  Boston,  and  that  be  had  detained  dmi  is 
board  the  President,  a  frigate  i^  tbe  United  SBts% 

I  am  instmcted  to  Inform  you,  that  ioqmiy  A>I 
be  made  into  the  drcnmitaDces  attending  tad  At 
caases  which  produced  the  act,  of  which  yva  oas- 

Elaln  1  and  that  such  measuies  wiQ  be  taken,  <m  * 
nowtedge  of  tbem,  as  may  oomport  vi&  the  i^to 
of  both  nations,  and  may  be  proper  in  tbe  caM  M 
which  they  relate. 

I  beg  you,  sir,  to  be  aasored  that  it  is  the  snnt 

deMTO  of  the  Preaident  to  see  (and  to  prcunote,  to  fc 

depends  on  the  United  States)  that  '  -'^'■^ 

JAMES  ubXBOE. 
it  JoHM  B.  Wabres.  Adninl  of  lie  Bin, 
•      n-CMrf,  ^ 


WAMDroros,  flat.  17,  I81i 
Sib:  Ihava  thehonor  tosnoei  afistof  twttn'tf 
tbe  crew  of  the  late  United  States  sloop  of  war  Wsif 
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[H.O 


detiii»d  bj  Captun  John  Bsrufiird,  of  the  Biitiah 
gUp  Pnctum,  ander  the  pTBlsnoe  of'  their  being 
Britiib  tnbjeeU. 

I  bxn  Eha  honor  to  ha,  ie>pectlhll7,  air,  joor  obe- 
Jimt  MTTuC,  GEORGE  S.  WISE,  Pvrmr. 

Son.  PuL  SAiaVton,  Bte'ry  Nan/. 

[Here  follow  several  other  docnments,  not 
dewned  of  material  importanoa,  except  the  fol- 
lowing:] 

(CO 

Eximi  <^  a  Utter  Jnm  Major  Otntral  Paidmeif  to 
tin  Stavtary  of  War,  daUd 

HSADQOABTZBS,  CaARi;ESTOir, 

jrotxnier  4,  iai2. 
"blbniMtion  hiTing  basa  pna  upon  oath  to 
UcntaBMit  GnudiBu,  who  at  prsieat  comiauidi  in 
tha  Kbt>1  Deputment  here,  that  lii  Amecicui  sea- 
men, wlto  had  been  taken  priaooera  on  board  of  our 
pijvataen,  had  been  aent  to  Jamaica  to  be  tried  aa 
Britiab  mbjecta  for  treason,  he  called  apon  the  mar- 
■hal  to  retun  double  that  Qamber  of  Biillih  aeamen 
■I  hoatige).  The  roanhal,  in  cxmieqnflnce  of  in- 
atnetiDna  from  the  Department  of  State,  aiked  mj 
adiiee  on  the  aobjeet,  and  I  bare  given  mr  opinion 
that  Qhj  ODght  to  be  detained  until  the  pleaaare  of 
Dm  PreudeQt  shall  be  knomi.  The  testiincinjr  oT 
Captain  Hoon  ia  herewith.  I  hope,  iir,  yon  will 
have  the  voodBoaa  to  have  thia  bniinea*  pnt  in  the 
pn^  train  to  have  the  Pnaidaat'a  pleaaare  on  tlua 
ntj*''  ooramoiiicated  to  the  marahal.' 

The  Message  and  documents  were,  on  mo- 
ioD,  referred  to  tlie  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Re- 


VxomaDAT,  December  28. 
Another   inembei\  to  wit,  from    LonisisDa, 
^voiuB  BoLUKO  RoBBBiao^i,  appearecL  pro- 
loced  his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took 

Inereata  qf  tha  Jfiny. 
The  bill  fiiiin  the  Sentito  to  increase  the  Navj 
f  the  United  Stntee,  was  read  a  third  time ; 
nd  the  qnesUon  being  statod,  "  Shall  the  hill 

Ur.  MgKbb  spoke  at  oonriderable  length 
gainst  its  passage,  and  ooncladed  bj  iDoving  to 
oMpone  it  to  Mondaf,  with  a  view  to  obtain- 
ig  Jbrther  infbrmaUon  on  tbe  subject  of  the 
isterislfl,  &0, 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  snpported  by 

r.  AxBToiT  and  Mr,  6btbkbt,  and  oim>sed  by 

r.  HiLKOB,  Ur.  Babsbtt,  and  Hr.  Widqbbt. 

[le  votes  were  for  postponement  61,  against 

78. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

The  question  recnriing  on  the  pairage  of  the 

Mr.  PoiTKB  sidd,  as  he  represented  a  oommer- 
tl  Stkto,  and  his  oonstitDentg  at  present  were 
17  smions  for  a  navy,  he  felt  it  his  dnty  to 
ilgn  bis  reasons  for  ue  vote  he  was  aboat  to 
re.  He  eaid,  when  be  saw  bis  political  Mends, 
ttt  only  one  exception,  in  favor  of  the  bill 
der  conoideration,  and  the  aniloQs  mticitude 
the  gentleman  on  the  other  side  of  the  Hoose 
Ton.  IV.— 89 


for  its  fate,  be  felt  hinuelf  much  e 
but  while  he  was  by  his  feelings  at  timee  almost 
impelled  to  vote  in  its  favor,  bis  judgment  com- 
pelled him  to  vote  agunst  it. 

Mr.  P.  said  his  objections  to  a  navy  were  that 
it  woald  cost  more  than  ever  it  would  be  worth 
to  the  nation ;  that  we  could  not  bnild,  man, 
and  sapport  the  ships  contemplated,  in  addition 
to  onr  present  establishment,  without  resorting 
to  the  same  means  for  their  support  as  other 
maritime  nations  had  done ;  that  it  must  be 
supported  by  impression  or  oppression ;  we 
mast  dther  impress  onr  oitizens  to  man  onr 
Navy,  and  compel  them  to  serve  against  their 
wills  for  almost  nothing,  or  oppress  the  nation 
with  taxes  not  to  be  endur^  to  enable  the 
Government  to  give  such  wages  as  wonld  in- 
duce onr  seamen  to  enter  voluntarily  into  our 
service.  He  said  it  had  been  observed  by  the 
friendsof  the  bill,  and  particularly  by  his  friend 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  MnjrOR,)  that  the 
Navy  was  at  this  time  very  popular  with  all 
parties,  in  this  House  and  the  nation ;  that  they 
had  done  honor  to  themselves  and  to  the& 
country,  while  our  army  had.  in  almost  eve^ 
instance,  been  defeated  and  disgraced.  Mr.  P. 
sold  we  had  been  very  unfortunate  in  the  selec- 
tion of  some  of  our  commanding  officers,  who 
hod,  OS  it  would  seem,  been  appointed  more  be- 
cause tbey  wanted  ofSce,  than  Mcanse  they  were 
qualified  for  il ;  some  of  tbem  were  too  old,  snd 
others  too  yonng ;  bnt  he  believed  we  had  as  good 
officers  in  our  Army  as  we  had  in  the  Navy,  and 
whenever  the  time  shonld  arrive  that  wonld 
afford  them  a  fair  opportunity,  that  they  wonld 
equally  distingnish  themselves. 

Mr.  P.  said  there  was  a  kind  of  popular  delo- 
sion  at  this  time  abont  a  Navy,  that  he  found 
difflonlt  to  oppose.  He  said  it  was  at  least  popu- 
lar with  all  those  who  ezpeot«d  to  make  money 
ont  of  it,  and  with  many  from  the  most  honor- 
able motives.  Bnt  be  believed,  when  the  peo- 
ple, who  were  to  pay  all,  and  receive  nothing, 
come  to  see  that  we  hod  spent  for  them  the  last 
year  upwards  of  twenty  miliions  of  dollars, 
and  that  notwithstanding  all  the  moneys  we 
bad  received,  by  double  duties,  and  otherwise, 
that  we  had  increased  the  national  debt,  in  that 
year,  t«n  millions  six  hundred  thousand  dollara, 
and  that  we  want,  for  the  expenses  of  the  pree- 
ent  year,  agreeably  to  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  toe  Treasury,  $81,825,000,  eiotusive 
of  the  expense  of  the  contemplated  increase  of 
our  Navy,  and  for  losses  and  war  contingencies 
— that  when  they  should  put  those  snms  to- 
gether, and  apportion  them  to  the  several 
States,  agreeable  to  the  ooostitation,  and  see 
that  bnt  few  individuals,  and  not  many  States, 
wonld  have  personal  property  sufficient  to  pay 
their  proportions — that  this  dehinon  as  to  those 
who  nave  eventually  all  this  money  to  p^ 
wonld  at  least  vanish. 

It  waa  likewise  said  that  the  spirit  of  the 
nation  demanded  this  increase  of  our  Navy. 
He  remembered  very  well  that  it  waa  sosaidon 
a  fonner  oocadoo,  and  tiiat  tlie  finger  of  Heaven 
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ABRIDQHENT  OF  THE 

UmU  to  Cammedtrt  Pntb,  *e. 


pointed  to  war,  bat  it  wu  YtiTj  worm  fonnd  tbftt 
tbe  finger  of  the  people  pointed  to  peftoe.  It 
wu  then  mu<!,m  it  ia  now  nid,  thftt  we  were  ft 
divided  people,  and  It  wu  aeeemarj  to  cod- 
viDoe  fotwga  nations  that  we  wonld  eapport  our 
own  Oorernment.  The  then  Eieontive  wu 
addreaaed  from  all  parte  of  the  UDtl«d  Btatei, 
witb  pledgee  of  life,  fortane,  and  escred  honor, 
iq  eapport  of  what  he  had  done,  or  ahonid  do. 
liii*  wai  intended  to  oarreot  the  error  Abroad 
aa  to  onr  Iwing  a  divided  people,  knd  for  no 
other  pnrnoee.  Its  otject  waa  entirelf  miniD- 
deretood  bj  the  then  Premdent  fie  thought 
they  were  nneaaj  and  wanted  aomething  to 
■teady  them.  An  army  waa  taiaed,  and  taxee 
laid  for  their  benefit ; — a  navy  wu  provided 
which  did  honor  to  themselvea  and  the  nation, 
that  protected  oor  commeroe,  and  catwed  oar 
flag  to  be  reopeoted  la  every  aea,  in  oonseqoenoe 
of  which  oar  revenae  conlinned  to  inoreue, 
notwithstanding  all  the  depredaUone  com- 
mitted on  oar  oommeroe,  and  the  nation 
^tpeored  to  be  prosperous  and  ht4)p7;  bnt 
when  tbe  people  were  called  upon  to  t«et 
the  sinoeritj  of  their  pledgee  and  promiaea,  bj 
tbe  payment  of  B  tai  of  only  two  milliona  of 
dollars,  they  said  they  had  been  entirely  mlenn- 
derstood,  that  those  pledges  were  intended  to 
have  an  inflaeaoe  abroad,  and  not  for  the  por- 
poee  of  troobte  at  home,  and  that  they  woold 
not  pay  taxes  to  sopport  a  navy  or  anny ;  and, 
the  nmt  opportunity  they  had,  they  chained  the 
Administrolion.  If  they  wonld  not  then  pay 
two  milUons  of  dollars,  to  support  that  Admin- 
istration, can  they  be  expected  to  pay  neariy 
fifty  millions  for  the  aopport  of  thia,  for  the 
••me  purpoees  f 

Mr.  P.  said  thia  Administration,  dnring  the 
iMt  session  of  OoDgreet^  wu  addressed  frmn  all 
MrtA  of  the  Union,  and  firom  many  of  the  Statee 
In  thdr  legislative  c^adtiea,  promising  to  anp- 
port  them  with  their  live^  fortunes,  and  aaored 
honors,  in  oommon  form.  This  perhaps  wu  to 
have  its  iofiaence  abroad.  The  Administration, 
believing  them  sincere,  have  been  induced  to 
declare  war,  and  are  lell  to  carry  it  on  without 
money.  They  find  that  those  pledges  and 
promises  cost  bnt  little,  and  are  worth  nothing ; 
and  tbe  oonseqnenoe  will  be,  that  when  toe 
people  are  eaUed  opon  to  pay  those  enormooa 
ezpensea,  the  present  Administration  will  share 
tiie  same  &t«  from  them  u  the  former  did. 

The  gentlonaa  from  llBsaachasetta  (Ur. 
Ocm)  ttH  the  expense  of  this  Navy  would 
swamp  tbe  present,  as  it  had  done  a  former 
Admlntatration ;  that,  Mr.  P.  said,  waa  a  hatA- 
neasof  their  own,  it  wuno  oonoernof  his;  bnt 
if  with  their  means  they  conld  not  manage  the 
affitirs  of  the  nation,  with  their  preeent  experi- 
ence, having  seen  the  rook  on  which  a  former 
Administration  split,  they  would  richly  deserve 
it;  his  only  object  wu  tekeep  his oonstitnenta 
from  being  mired  down  with  debt  and  taxes. 

Many  gentlemen  sapport  this  bill  npon  the 
prindpte  that  this  settW  the  question ;  that  we 
are  to  beoome  a  great  naval  power,  and  to  have 


a  pennanent  Naval  Establiahment ;  to  this  Mr. 
P.  said  he  ob,}eotad  ftx  tbe  reuona  be  liad  b- 
aigned ;  he  said  he  had  found  mankind  awdi 
tbe  same :  give  them  power,  and  they  wmld 
not  only  use,  bnt  abase  it — give  them  moMj, 
and  they  will  spend  it,  and  want  to  borrow; 
and,  he  said,  if  an  AdminiatrstioD  like  (he  pro- 
eut,  without  money,  withoot  an  army,  or  naiy, 
wonld  plnnge  this  oonntry  m  nnprepsied  iatoa 
war,  and  oontinne  it  for  the  present  en^tiag 
oanae,  and  extend  their  viewa  of  oonqueat  to  (lit 
lloridaa,  the  Canadaa,  Qn«t>«o,  Balibx,  nd 
NovaSootia,  whenever  they  ahoald  have  moan, 
an  army,  and  abipa ;  the  next  thing  they  voud 
want  colonies,  u  other  nations  had  done,  ui 
that  Bermuda  and  New  Providence  would  b«  b 
oor  way;  and  we  must  have  Jamaica  to  pt 
good  mm  and  sngar.  And  instead  of  thiseoin- 
try  et^nytng  peace,  which  is  above  all  things tU 
mostoeeirable,  weahonld  be  involvedlikeotlitr 
nations  in  perpetaal  war, 

Mr.  R1.HD0LPI1  moved  to  postpone  tbefiiTdHr 
oonaideration  of  the  bill  till  to-morrow.— LtA 

Bo  the  bill  was  paaeed. 

M«dat  to  ComMudort  PrtbU,  <(«. 

The  following  Meeeage  wu  received  froai  Ik 
PRSBiDEirr  OP  THB  UNrtKD  Stites  : 

7b  li*  Bomte  pf  BifrturHaHti  of  dU  Utiitti  SMa: 


teaolntaou  of  tb«  I6th  ia 
DKcaxau  28,  IBia. 


JAMES  MADISOK 


Navt  DvJiKnmn,  Dte.  II,  1611. 

Sm;  On  the  tal^ject  of  thanaolntianflf  tbahaor- 

able  tbe  Bonn  oT  BspreMotalivn,  of  tha  IGlh  iolu^ 

I  have  tbe  booor  U '  "^ 


r  Confcrau  of  tbe  8d  Uaiefa,  ISIO,  a  mU 
medal,  ambiamatical  of  the  attacki  od  the  tovii,  W 
teiUa  and  naval  rorooitf  Tripoli,  by  tbe  ifoadrH  m- 
itf  Commodon  PnUe'a  oommand,  wai  praatatiJ  K 
Commodora  Prabis,  in  Uw  manner  atatad  in  tbe  «- 
ckaad  letter,  dated  Hay  IT,  1806:  TtutioemoM 
pay  wo*  allowed,  ■*  eidndva  of  the  MWUBMi  aUown^ 
to  all  the  pet^  oSoeca,  •eomen,  and  malioM,  rf  Ik 
•qnadron,  who  ao  ^miaoMlj  acmoited  dtaboMrrf 
tbeAnwrioan  Ba^nndertbe  oideia  of  dxir  gilint 
oomnuuidar.  In  the  aaveral  attacks :  ■  Thatnoin' 
baa  been  pnaented  to  either  of  the  oaaniatai 
oSken  or  midabipmen,  wbo  diitingiuahed  ilwinKi'H 
in  tbe  nveial  attu:k> :  And  tliat  it  Is  not  kson  H 
this  Dqartment  that  there  ever  vaa  nude  bj  Ca- 
grwa  a  qndfio  approprialion  of  $20,000  for  tbt  ^ 
poae  of  cairying  into  efiect  tha  rsaohitlan  ttfarM  la 
With  m^tct  to  that  paut  of  tbe  reiotntioa  vlidi 
leqneits  tha  Pnaident  to  caosa  a  swoid  to  be  p<*'^ 
ed  to  B«h  of  the  eommitiiiXMd  officen  and  aiiiif- 
man  who  dimlngaished  tfaeniKlTea,  it  is  pn""*^ 
that  tbe  Praudent  akw  what  to  Me  mind  append 
diSoaltias  of  gmat  deliea^,  tima  the  peeoliu  '•■' 
gnage  ot  the  raaolntioa.  By  the  neolntioB,  be  ni 
reqaeited  to  presBnt  twordi  to  mch  only  u  W  »- 
tlngniihed  thenLttlvea ;  and  all  haviog  been  jefii<*^~ 
ed  K>  liim  a>  having  acted  ^orioiuly,  be  onU  >* 
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In  jusdn  dn«  with  pmclBon  ■  liiM  of  dJinriinipatlnB. 
He  felt,  it  i*  jn^taiaei,  a  npngDanoe  to  the  making 
of  a  nlectioo,  whicb,  b;  implication,  would  iMoeoa- 
rilj  have  caat  aa  niunerited  reproach  upOD  all  not 
Aenin  inelndBd.  A  degrailati(m  of  that  Vlnd  might 
baregreatlj  iiynind  the  urvice,  audcoaldDotpoiu- 
bl;  have  been  grateful  to  the  boninvble  feeliogi  </ 
flielkvored  offinn. 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 

AtUitimml  tmHam  Faro. 


SaVT  DtrAMTMKItt,  Jfiv  IT,  ISIS. 

Sib  :  Id  pnimaiice  of  the  reeoliitian  of  CoagrrM  erf' 
die  ad  Haii^  IMS,  nqueitiiw  the  Pnodeiil  ct  Ae 
United  StatM  (0  came  a  gidd  medal  to  be  itrack, 
mblematioal  of  the  attaoke  on  the  town,  battariei, 
and  DaTal  foroe,  of  Tripoli,  by  the  eqDaiiriHi  undei 
jooi  oommand,  and  to  piHuint  it  to  rcn  in  loch  maa- 
nn  ai  in  hie  ofauton  would  be  moctbonorabk  to  yoo, 
Ibe  medal,  which  will  heiewilh  be  deliTered  to  yon 
bj  Lieutenant  Jonee,  hai  beea  etrock.  Yon  will  n- 
odnit,  BT,  u  a  tutimany  of  70Droo^utIy'>e•IIma- 
^a)  of  the  ifnputtatit  and  honorable  lervlcei  nndar- 
ed  by  jon ;  and  yon  will  be  pleased  to  accept  an 
umaoce  of  the  great  pleaioie  I  have  In  the  bODor 
of  pnaentinK  it  to  yon. 

I  have  the  honor  lo  be,  with  great  n^Mct,  dr, 
your  mmt  obedient  nmnt,  R.  SMITH. 

To  Com.  E^ABD   PUBLI. 

Fram  the  record*  ol 


After  fome  ooDTenation  u  to  tb«  proper 
ooDTM  for  this  bniinesB  to  take,  it  was  referred 
to  t,  wieot  committea,  to  oondst  of  Mveo  e 
Ixra,  to  coorider  and  report  thereon. 

M.  QniNcT,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Roarb,  ib 
lutoooK,  Mr.  Tkodp,  Hr.  Emott,  and  Mr.  Dikb- 
iroOB,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

MoHDAT,  D«oember  29. 

iVUte  Lamdt — Qah  Sgitent  and  £eduetio»  qf 

Pne*. 

The  HoDM  reaolved  Ittelf  into  a  Oommlttee  of 
tbe  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
tb«  pqblio  Lands,  made  on  the  Moond  ingtaat, 
.leqweting  an  extennon  of  the  time  limited  by 
law  for  the  payment  of  tsnda  pnrohased  of  the 
United  Statea. 

The  report  oooclndea  with  tbe  following 
IntiooB,  tae  adoption  of  which  tbe  oommittee 


"  JlMoIm^  That  mch  part  of  Oie  lawi  ibr  the  «le 
of  [al'^c  land*  aa  allow  a  oredit  on  part  of  the  por- 
ehue  money,  be  repealed ;   and  that  the  price 
which  landj  ihall  be  oflfered  in  (Mnn  ihall  be  i 
dollar  and  tweDty-fi*e  cents  per  acnk 

"  Raelttd,  That  is  ftitara  wlee  a  portion  of  tbe 
fBbUc  land*  be  oflhnd  in  tracti  of  eigUy  acres. 

"  RunlKd,  That  two  yean  be  given  in  addiritm 
Ilia  time  allowed  by  law  to  the  pnrobaeen  of  pnUle 
Uiidi^  whose  tiOM  of  Bayment  iliall  have  or  nuj 
expire  on  or  before  tbe  ariit  d«j  of  Jawtuy,  1811,  osi 
eonditiaa  that  all  the  interest  that  has  acenwd  or 
may  accma  on  or  before  tlie  18tb  day  of  HarcJi 
next,  ihaU  be  paid  at  that  d^,  and  the  uilera*  •■'-• 


tliese  propoaitiona ;  bnt  the  committee  rose  with- 
oDt  coming  to  any  decision  thereon,  and  ol>ta]ti- 

ed  leave  to  dt  again. 


TnxsDAT,  December  29. 
Additional  Military  Fcree. 

The  Eonse  resolved  itself  into  aOommitteectf 

Le  Whole  on  tbe  bill  "sopplementarj  to  the 

1  fur  the  more  perfect  organization  of  dw 

Army  of  the  United  Stat«>s"  attd  on  the  bill  "tu 

addition  to  tbe  act  for  raiamg  an  additional  miU- 

tATT  foroe." 

Tbe  bills  having  been  read  throngfa,  a  motion 
was  made  b;  Mr,  David  B.  Williams  to  fill  tbe 
blanks  in  tbe  first  bill,  for  tbe  ainont  of  bonnt;, 
Ac,  and  tbe  qaestion  having  been  stated — 

Hr.  D.  K.  WiLUAVB  said,  tbe  embairoHsment 
which  be  felt  on  tbe  present  occauun,  was  not  of 

ordinary  kind ;  he  was  so  solemnly  impressed 
with  tbe  importance  of  tbe  subject  before  the 
ommittee,  be  wsa  fearM  its  sncoess  might,  in 
ime  degree,  depend  oo  his  efforta  to  eustaia  it ; 
nd,  feeling  that  tbe  iotereet,  perbi^ts  the  char- 
Dter  of  his  conntry,  mislit  tie  oommitted  by  the 
decinon,  he  was  hambled  that  its  canaa  oonld 
not  by  him  be  more  ably  supported.  lie  felt, 
however,  some  coufidenoe  from  the  oircomstanoe 
that  tbe  Military  Committee  was  entitled  to  the 
candor  of  the  Honse,  because  it  had  not  present- 
ed mere  fragmeots,  to  be  acted  on  in  detail,  but 
a  system  on  which  to  rest  tbe  fbtnre  proseon- 
tioD  of  tbe  war.  An  eiplanstion  of  its  merits, 
from  the  relation  in  wbiob  he  stood  to  that 
committee,  waa  probably  expected  of  him. 

Withoat  going  back  to  tbe  nnavoidable  and 
Just  causes  of  tbe  war  in  which  we  were  en- 
gaged,  he  wonid  presnme  it  was  the  otjeot  of 
all  to  termioate  it  snooessfiilly,  and  that  there 
now  remained  no  other  mode  than  to  call  into 
the  field  a  force  adeqoato  to  the  command  of 
every  honorable  objecL  Tbe  force  waa  abiiD- 
dant  thronghoat  the  commnnity,  to  lecnre,  if 
directed  with  skill,  epirit,  and  enterprise,  onr 
defence  everywhere;  and,  by  offence,  to  make 
tbe  enemy  feel  it  had  become  his  interest  to 
abstain  from  plunder  and  oppresdoo. 

The  character  of  onr  Government  had  been 
so  depressed  in  Enrope,  not  mora  by  tbreign 
than  domutio  misrepreaentation,  as  mnch  even 
witUn  these  walls  as  without  tbem,  it  bad  be- 
oome  necessary  to  make  war  to  plaoe  onr  backs 
against  the  wsill  and  prove  to  European  maraod- 
ers  there  is  a  point  beyood  which  we  will  not 
recede.  This  good  tbe  war  haa  accompliahed  { 
but  it  has  become  more  than  ever  necessary  to 
prove  that  we  will  not  only  declare  war,  bnt  can 
proeecnte  it  with  energy  and  conraoeous  enter- 
prise. The  honor,  the  character  of  the  nation, 
reqoire  that  tbe  British  power  on  oar  borders 
shall  be  demolished  in  the  next  campaign— Iter 
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Anerlcaa  proTinccs  onoe  wreated  from  her, 
OTery  attempt  to  recover  them  will  be  chimeri- 
cal, except  through  negotiation.  The  roAd  to 
peace  thea  liee  tlwongh  Oanada.  When  we  shftll 
onoe  be  in  poasesdoii  of  it,  peace,  honorsble 
pesoe,  the  aolo  otyect  of  ua  all,  ia  seoDred.  Bat 
some  gentlemen  affect  a  aympathj  for  th« 
CiinadiaD»^wh7,  My  they,  will  ;od  make  war 
oa  themf  They  have  not  ii^ured  tu.  Nor, 
sir,  ha9  the  British  tar  ii^jurad  ns,  althongb 
he  ia  the  iiutmment  of  plunder  and  im- 
pressment. It  is  to  oon^uer  the  Bovereignty 
of  the  soil,  to  raze  the  Bntish  power,  to  reach, 
hj  such  mtians,  her  profligAte  and  unjust  minis- 
try, that  war  is  waged  at  all — the  naarmed  will 
never  fall  on  American  bayonets ;  it  is  not 
against  the  people  Of  either  Canada  or  Great 
Britain,  but  against  the  English  sutjjeot  In  arms, 
that  the  war  is  directed.  By  phyaioal  force 
then  alone  can  we  proceed. 

Having  shown  the  necessity  of  augmenting 
the  regular  forces,  it  was  equallj  material  to 
provide  fur  filling  the  ranks,  and  for  keeping 
them  at  their  full  cumplemenl  when  filled.  With 
tliis  view  was  the  1st  section  introduced.  The 
greatest  evil,  incident  to  the  recruiting  service, 
resnlta  from  the  number  of  persons  to  whom  the 
public  money  was  necessarily  distributed ;  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  persons  with  whom 
it  is  tntrasted,  will  be  its  misapplication.  To 
remedy  this  it  is  proposed  to  appoint  offloers  to 
each  regiment,  for  that  particular  purpose,  in 
no  way  different  fVom  those  already  «f)pointed, 
who  shall  be  employed  in  recruiting  for  their 
respective  regiments;  these  to  be  under  the 
onler  of  a  mqjor,  who  shall  receive  and  be 
accountable  for  the  issue  of  money  and  clothe 
for  that  service.  The  ranks  filled,  the  presence 
of  all  the  officers  on  the  present  establishment 
will  be  indispensable,  as  in  our  servioe  the  pro- 
portion of  privates  to  the  officers  is  greater  than 
m  any  otlier  service  whatever.  The  new  or- 
ganization which  was  given  to  the  Army  at  the 
last  session  increased  the  number  of  privates  in 
each  company,  without  a  corresponding  increase 
of  officers.  If  two  lieutenants  were  necessary 
in  a  company,  for  the  purpose  of  discipline  and 
recruiting,  when  it  consisUd  of  onlv  siity-foor 
privates,  asaoredly  three  are  as  much  so  now  it 
IS  raised  to  ninety.  The  recraits,  as  fast  as  they 
are  enlisted,  may  be  concentrated  under  the  eye 
of  the  m^jor,  where  thev  may  be  exercised  and 
drilled,  BO  that  when  he  Joins  the  regiment, 
tbey  will  be  qnalified  to  enter  the  rai^  and 
&ce  the  enemy. 

One  other  objection  he  could  anticipate — per- 
haps those  who  can  sneer  at  the  disasters  and 
misfortunes  of  the  late  campaign  may  ol^ject  that 
there  ia  no  encouragement  to  vote  additional 
forces,  seeing  those  which  have  been  already 
raised  have  been  so  illy  employed.  It  becomes 
OS  ell  to  be  equally  faithful  to  our  country, 
whether  her  anna  are  victorious  or  not ;  it  is  lu 
times  of  discomfiture  that  the  patriot's  resolu- 
tion and  virtues  are  most  needed.  It  is  no  mat- 
ter by  what  party  names  we  ore  distinguished ; 
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this  is  our  country — we  are  children  of  the  sama 
family,  and  ought  to  be  brothers  in  a  conmKia 
cause.  The  misfortune  which  befalla  one  por- 
tion, should  sink  deep  in  the  hearts  of  the  otbai 
also.  What  miaforUme  so  great  as  the  loa  of 
character?  If  we  shall  forget  our  hnpaticaa 
under  disgrace,  and  lookback  on  the  events  that 
have  pOBBfid,  with  only  as  much  condor  ai.bt-' 
comes  ns,  this  olgeotioa  must  Tuiiah.  Under  tbe 
drcumstance«  in  which  it  found  itself  wiiboDt 

Xrience,  either  in  itself  or  otheta  to  guide  it, 
inistration  ought  not  to  be  censured  Hit 
the  bad  military  H>p(riatmMits  it  may  bare 
made,  howevo'  much  it  may  deserve  if  it  ihaH 
retain  men  in  employ,  when  fuand  inct^wble  10 
diaoharge  the  dnties  intrusted  to  him.  He  th 
fearless  of  contradiction  in  declaring,  all  our  dii- 
aatert  sprung  from  a  cause  which  no  man  inllu 
nation  could  have  anticipated.  It  was  next  ta 
impossible  any  hnman  being  could  have  fon- 
seen,  much  leas  provided  against  it.  It  was  with 
pain  and  reluctance  he  felt  it  hia  duty' to  ipesk 
of  an  officer  fallen  and  diigraoed  ;  be  wishsd  be 
oonld  disoover  any  cause  for  the  surreDder  i' 
Detroit,  less  heinous  than  traadiery  or  coward- 
ice— between  them  he  saw  nothing  to  choost 
Jnatioe  will  hereatter,  if  party  heat  denies  it 
now,  pronounce  the  plan  of  tiie  campaign,  ta 
intrusted  to  General  Hull,  easy  to  be  aocom- 
pliahed  and  judicious  in  its  objects.  The  com- 
mandant was  furnished  with  every  meiBi 
neoeesary  for  suoceae— with  money,  men,  pro- 
visiooa,  and  muDitiona  of  war,  in  abundaiiea 
What  better  mode  ooold  hare  been  adopted,  te 
prevent  Indian  hostility  and  interoept  Ibitiah 
supplies  of  the  instruments  of  maasocrel  Tiat 
your  army  had  not  been  protected  beyond  tha 
point  with  which  communications  could  bivs 
been  munt^ed,  ia  evident  from  the  evenU 
which  followed.  What  was  there  to  maraw- 
ceeei  The  commandant  at  Maiden  needed ouly 
an  apology  to  surrender!  Wliat  if  the  othw 
Hull  bad  commanded  r  Every  thing  would  hsvg 
fallen  before  him — great  science  was  not  neces- 
sary ;  courage  and  taithfulnees  would  have  se- 
oompliAed  every  thing.  A  train  of  heavy  srtil- 
lery  was  not  required  to  batter  a  breach fiirlhs 
assault ;  it  was  not  necessary  to  fire  a  nngia 
gun — not  a  cartridge  need  have  been  eipended 
— the  bayonet  ahme  was  adequate  to  have  tskra 
Maiden  at  any  hour  fh>m  the  moment  the  Amv- 
lean  army  crossed  into  Canada,  till  its  tact 
shamefiil  retreat  The  fort  was  not  endosei^ 
one  entire  dde  was  open  to  assault.  Yes,  sir, 
had  the  brave  Hull,  who  bore  your  "  thunder 
on  the  mountain  wave,"  directed  the  vslor  of 
the  army,  be  would  have  poured  the  sttno  ^^ 
victory  r^stlees  on  the  foe.  This  bladi  d««d, 
without  *  battle,  was  consummated  ia  tl« 
tolieitmu  sarrender  of  the  brave  corps  wliicli 
were  hastening  to  his  relief;  these,  too,  was 
arreeted  and  thrown  back  on  the  oommiuiity, 
leaving  die  whole  Weetem  ihmtier  eipcsed  ta 
savage  inroad.  Hence  all  our  misfarl^seil 
After  thi^  will  it  be  contended  that  the  wd- 
dental  appointment  of  an  improper  agent  sbill 
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HMeArefiiealof  the  force  iMceMar;  to  drag  our 
rowned  honor  np  from  the  ocean  of  intamj 
tto  which  it  baa  been  plongedf  Imponiblel 
'cononiy  of  life  and  treasure  call  for  a  vigoroos 
UDpaign-  awAj  with  lifeleaa expedients;  inis- 
nble  inertness  must  be  baniehed — zetj  aad 
oergj  must  be  infiiwd  everywhere.  One  pro- 
racted  campaign  will  coat  twenty-fold  more 
Imd  tha  expendiUire  now  asked  lor.  Let  this 
e  the  signal  for  reaolntion — the  first  evidence 
f  eoei^tic  policy.  Let  ns  sappoee  onraelves 
wding  the  forlorn  hope,  and  assiune  the  spirit 
nd  vigor  oharaoteristic  of  aaoh  an  enterprise — 
h«  army  will  feel  it — the  people  will  feel 
: — disBEter  and  disgrace  will  then  diaiqipear. 
t  is  to  save  the  pnbliii  troasare — the  people's 
'lood ;  it  is  for  the  redemaCion  of  character,  I 
sk  for  high  bonnties  and  preminma;  and,  ao 
sking,  I  hope  not  to  be  denied. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  filling  the 
ereral  blanks  in  the  first  bill,  and  carried. 

Mr,  H.  Clat  congratolated  the  committoe  and 
ba  nation  on  the  ayatepi  which  bad  been  pre- 
eated  to  their  consideration,  and  the  prospect 
if  proeeontlng  the  next  campaign  with  a  vigor 
rhiob  abonld  insnre  a  ancoesaful  result.  He 
OM  at  thia  time,  however,  to  propose  an  amend- 
oent  to  the  bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to  re- 
ie«I  BO  mudi  of  former  laws  as  authorizes  a 
lonot?  of  Iwid  to  the  recroita.  He  was  satisfied 
hat,  aa  respected  the  nation,  this  was  a  waste 
if  its  capit^  wicbont  prodncing  a  aiogle  provi- 
lent  result.  As  to  the  rofimiting  service,  be 
vae  convinced,  from  what  he  had  heard,  tiiat  it 
idded  aoarcely  any  inducement 


aken  as  to  the  effect  it  had  been  expected  to 
irodoee,  &c  Mr.  0.  added  many  remarks 
;oing  lo  sapport  his  positions,  stating,  among 
>ther  things,  that  the  land  wonld  in  the  end  get 
Dto  the  htmds  of  specnlatora,  and  the  individn- 
ila  for  whose  benefit  it  was  intended  wonld  de- 
lve no  advantage  ftom  it.  Now  that  it  waa 
irt^oaed  to  increase  the  bonnty  in  money,  he 
Jionght  it  would  be  a  proper  occasion  to  repeal 
lomoch  of  the  existing  laws  as  allowed  a  bonoty 
a  land,  on  whioh  the  reornita  aet  generally  aa 
nooh  valne  aa  if  it  were  located  in  the  moon. 
Kf.  C.  coucloded  by  making  a  motitxi  to  that 
■flbct. 

Hr.  Txovp  and  Ur.  Bibb  stated  objectians  to 
the  motion,  aa  going  to  withdraw  what  was  eer- 
tidnly,  in  many  parts  of  t^  oonntry,  an  indnce- 
ment  to  enlistments,  at  a  time  when  every 
moans  ought  to  be  called  into  aotion  for  the 
pnrpoee  of  filling  the  ranka  of  the  army. 

Mr.  Clay's  motion  waa  then  agreed  to  by  the 


The  other  bill  before  the  ocanmittee,  gt^ngto 
aatliorize  t^e  rainng  an  additional  force  of 
twenty  thooaand  men  for  one  year,  was  then 
taken  op,  and  the  blanks  ther^n  severally  filled. 

Ur.  PiTKiK,  advertiiig  to  the  provision  of  the 
bill  which  gives  the  appointment  of  officers  he- 
low  the  rank  of  odonel  to  the  Preddent  alone, 


inqnired  tiie  reasons  why,  contrary  to  the  gen- 
eral nsage,  the  Senate  were  precluded  fiwD  oon- 
cnrrence  in  these  apptMntmentsI 

Mr.  WiujAMS  stated  that  the  motive  of'tha 
committee  in  proposing  this  provision  wai  to 
avoid  the  delay  incidental  to  the  minor  appoint- 
ments, which  coald  be  moch  more  easily  and 
efFectually  made  by  the  colonela  of  the  regiments, 
reepectively,  who  wonld  be  personally  acqnaint- 
ed  with,  and  responsible  for,  the  good  condact 
of  those  who  were  appointed. 

Mr.  Taluuddi  moved  to  strike  out  the  sec^ 
tion  of  the  bill  whioh  directs  the  manner  in 
which  the  company  officers  shall  be  appointed. 
He  said  he  had  hoped  that  the  committee  would 
have  risen  and  given  at  least  one  day  for  con- 
sideration ;  that  thej  wonld  have  matnrely 
weighed  and  deliberately  made  op  their  mlniu 
on  &is  qnestion.  It  is  tme  that,  in  17SS,  there 
was  a  power  given  to  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed Stat«s  to  appoint  all  officers  for  ten  thou- 
sand men  under  the  rank  of  field  officers;  bnt 
the  appointment  of  all  field  officers  waa  retained 
to  the  President  and  Senate.  Mr.  T.  said  he 
knew  how  perfectly  easy  it  was  to  go  on  step 
by  step,  and  yield  power  till  it  all  passed  oat  of 
oar  hands.  The  ailment  now  is  a  plea  of 
nrgenoy.  What  was  the  ease  in  17981  Not 
the  same  as  now.  Congress  had  been  making 
preparations  on  the  contingency  of  war.  The 
language  of  the  law  which  has  boon  referred  to 
is  to  this  effect :  in  case  of  war  being  declared 
by  any  foreign  power,  or  the  country  ectnally 
invaded,  then  the  President  shall  have  the 
power  of  appointing  these  offioera.  8ach  a  pro- 
vbion  was  very  different  ttota  that  now  pro- 
posed. Mr.  T.  was  also  oppoeed  to  thia  section 
in  the  bill,  beoaose  he,wonld  not  pass  a  bill 
going,  as  far  as  in  the  power  of  thia  House,  to 
take  away  the  power  of  appointment  fh)m  the 
Senate.  It  was  a  disrespect  he  would  not  offer 
to  them,  to  call  npon  them  to  ratify  a  law  de- 
priving themaelvea  of  a  power  they  have  uni- 
formly possessed  and  exercised. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Tallmadob'b 
motion  to  strike  out  the  section,  and  lost. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  two 
billa  and  the  House  adjourned. 


WKDNxaDAY,  December  SO. 
Additional  Military  Foret. 

The  question  was  then  taken  O) 
of  the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  and  pa^ed  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  70,  nays  87,  as  follows; 

Yeas. — VISMa  Alston,  jr.,  StevensoD  Archer,  Danisl 
Ave;7,  Eiekiel  Bacon,  David  Banl,  William  BwraeO, 
Burwell  BuMtt,  WHIiam  W.  Bilib,  WUliam  Black- 
ledm,  Robert  Brown,  Williiun  A,  Bnrwell,  William 
EuSer,  John  C,  Calbonn,  Francii  Csir,  Lai^on 
Cbeves,  Matthew  Clay,  Jstnee  Cochran.  John  Clop- 
ton,  ^^Uiam  Crawford,  Riobard  Cntts,  Roger  Dav^ 
Jo«epV>eBha,  Samasl  Dinamoor,  Eliu  Elarle,  WiUiaa 
Findlay,  Jama*  Fiik,  Mediack  Franklin,  Charles 
GoidiboToiutii,  Iniah  I.  QnaD,  Felia  Qnuidy,  Bol- 
liag  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Haipsr,  Aylett  Hawv^ 
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Jehu  M.  Hthoduii,  JoKph  Kent,  WUlIvn  R.  Kag, 
Aboer  Luock,  PeMr  littie,  Aano  I^U,  NBthuiisl 
Uacon,  Thomu  Uoon,  WillUm  HcCoj',  SanniBl 
McEm,  Sunoal  L.  MitchiU,  Jenmikh  Homnr,  Aa- 
Ihoqr  New,  ThoiDM  Neirtoo,  Stapben  Omaby,  Ihm! 
PIckiD),  Jamc*  PUuanU,  jr.,  B«qjaauD  Pood,  WO- 
lUm  H.  RichudKU,  Thomu  B.  Robattno,  John 
Rhea,  John  Koane,  Jonethm  Robert*,  Ebenoter  Sage, 
Tlwa.  SannDona,  John  SeTter,  Admm  Se^bert,  Geo^ 
Smith,  John  Ttliafemi,  Uii  Tncr,  G«ciiga  H.  Trom, 
Chariei  TDnMr,>..  Robert  Whitehill,  Dand  B.  WO- 


NAn.— John  Baker,  AtJjth  Kgahnr, 
Biaacker,  Adun  Bojd,  Jamea  Bni^enridge,  El|ji^ 
Biigbam,  Epaphrodjtiu  Chimpioa,  Uarttn  ChittSD- 
den,  John  DaTCapart,  jr.,  WlUiam  Ely,  Jamea  Emott, 
ThoaL  K.  G4dd,  £il*in  Gny,  Jacob  Untty,  Riehaid 
JackaoD,  jr.,  Ljmaa  Law,  Joaaph,  Lewii,  jr.,  Geoip 
C.  Maxwell,  Aiehibald  McBiyde,  Jonatbu  O.  Hoae- 
ly,  Tboa.  Newbald,  Joaeph  Pe*r«Hi,  I^BMtln  Pitkin, 
jr.,  Elliha  R.  Potter,  Joaiah  QnJncy,  J<An  Ran- 
dollOi,  Wimam  Reed,  Heniy  H.  Ridgely,  William 
Bodman,  Daniel  Sbettaj,  R.chard  Stanlbcil,  Lewis  B, 
StDigea,  Saomel  Ta^ait  BeiyuDm  TaUmad^ 
Labui  Wheatoo,  LwMard  ttliite,  and  Tbomat  Wil- 

80  th«  Mil  wu  ordered  to  I>«  engroased  for  a 
Hard  retidiDg. 

Tbe  House  then  proceeded  to  tin  couridem- 
tloii  of  tbe  report'  of  the  Committee  tat  the 
Whole  OQ  the  other  bill  reported  by  the  00m- 
Initte^  entitled  "  AbiU  in  addition  to  the  act  to 
rsiae  an  additional  militei?  foroe,  and  for  other 
parpooea  " — the  Grvt  section  of  whidi  is  as  ibl- 

B*  it  nuried^  tte^  That,  in  addition  to  tbe  present 
tClitaiy  KstabUahinent  of  the  UoiCed  Slatea,  then  be 
r^aed  twenty  re^menti  of  infaotiy,  to  be  enliated  (far 
die  tetm  oT  one  year,  unlest  kiomt  diaohaiged. 


Kr.  Gold  aud  this  waa  a  bill  invotyiiuoDea- 
tioos  of  great  imporUwoe,  as  well  in  i«inc^  as 
inits  details.  There  was  one  feattire  eBpe<aaIly 
of  the  bill  which  required  matore  oonwderatioii ; 
he  allnded  to  the  limited  period  of  ewrrice  oT  the 
proposed  additicmal  fbrce.  There  waa  no  preea- 
ing  emergency  to  borry  Uie  bill ;  and  be,  there- 
tore,  moved  to  postpone  tlie  fbrtber  oon- 
■ideratkin  of  it  to  Mtmday,  which  waa  nega- 
a^ed. 

Death  <if  Mr.  SmilU. 

So  aoon  as  thla  dedrion  waa  declared — 

Mr.  FccDLAT  roee. — It  is  my  melanclioly  doty, 
s^d  he,  to  annoQDce  to  this  Honae  that  my  Ten- 
erable  colleagae  and  old  friend  and  associate, 
John  Smue,  is  do  more.  He  departed  this  life 
at  two  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

A  conimittee  was  then  appointed  to  anperin- 
tend  tbe  fimeral  of  the  deceased,  oonaistiDg  of 
jleaan.  Fimdu.t,  Ltlx,  Bbows,  Robcsts,  Da- 
vis, Lacoce,  and  Hrxuujt. 

A  TesolntioQ  was  nnanimonsly  adopted,  re- 
qnesting  each  member  of  the  Honse,  in  teeti- 
monjr  of  tb^r  respect  to  the  memory  of  Joes 


BuuK,  to  wear  crape  «i  tlie  kft  ann  6x  oM 
month. 

And,  on  motion  of  Ur.  Fnaa,  tbe  Bctthii 
a^joomed. 

THCBSD^r,  December  81. 

On  motioD  of  Mr.  Fihsiat, 

Sfolted,  HaanMWtwJy,  That  tbe  mentoirf 
this  House  will  attend  tbe  funeral  of  the  tau 
Jomr  SmiiK,  this  day,  at  two  o'clock. 

Bmoked,  That  a  meaeege  be  evit  to  tbe  Sa- 
ate  to  noti^  them  of  tbe  death  of  Joaa  Sana 
late  a  member  of  this  Hoose,  and  that  hisfi»ni 
will  take  place  at  two  o'clock,  this  day. 

And  then  tbe  Hooee  a^joonked. 


Satitkdat,  Jannary  2, 181S. 
Additional  MUitari  Fcru. 

Tbe  House  reanmed  the  eoDaidwMicn  tt  th 
rn>ort  of  the  Co^mittM  <tf  theWbtdeea  th 
bill  in  addition  to  the  act  fbr  rising  aa  ail- 
tional  uilitan  fiiroe. 

Tbe  amenftmeDta  made  by  the  Hoose  bsni 
been  agreed  to,  tbe  qwetion  waa  stated,  6W 
tbe  bill  be  eogrbeeed,  and  read  a  thbrd  linMt 

Mr.  MosKLT  said  that,  in  atatiiw  eauMs 
sMne  of  the  reasons  whiob  would  isdaoe  bia  t* 
Tote  aguBst  tbe  present  hill,  be  sbooM  dm  «• 
tempt  to  enter  into  a  oonsideratiMi  irf  dw  jw- 
tioe  ot  expedient  ot  tbe  war,  dot  tbe  ptdicj  of 
eontinoing  it.  War  is  declared,  and  it  sfifMn 
tobetbedeterminationof  those  who  b*fe  A* 
control  of  ovr  potilie  ooneems  to  presewls  it 
with  tbe  ntmoat  vigMj  Tea,  ihi,  wit^  a  fipt 
that,  within  twdre  mraUis  from  the  iinlisfwt 
c^  the  twMity  thooaand  mea  to  be  rajsodl^ttii 
bill,  we  are  told  most  bring  it  to  a  wobmM 
twmination.  Really,  Mr.  Speaker,  when  I  b- 
teaed  to  tbe  confident  assBrance  of  tbe  bcMn- 
Ue  Chairman  of  tbe  IClitary  Committee,  lU 
with  these  twan^  thoaasnd  men,  in  addiiiMl* 
tbe  trocM  alreadr  raited,  nd  Toted  to  be  ivN^ 
we  afaoiud  ia  a  sin^  """P^y  be  able  lo  tea- 
qner  Canada,  Nora  Scotia,  aiS  New  KuMwiA 
and  that  the  otfjeet  oi  aH  theae  conqoesta  wis  le 
jwocnre  an  bonwaUe  peace,  I  ahngat  ftbair 
■elf  persoaded  as  a  peace  man  to  join  tbe  beav 
able  gentleman  in  his  pnjfect  oS  fi^itiiw  i* 
peace  one  year,  with  soch  a  oertoio^  of  i'*- 
taining  It  at  tbe  es^ration  id  that  period;  M 
nnforbinalalj  I  ooud  not  bnt  reooUiMt  tbe  &■ 
^•imilar  assoranees  made  on  ibnoeroMasna 
When  we  were  about  ^'^"'"g  war,  I  veiT  *<" 
remember  that  we  were  bdd  with  eqnsl  eoi^ 
denoe  by  oanllemen  anxioiia to  engage  in  it(iM 
who  wotM  Ibten  to  no  aigUDenli^  ereo  te  ^ 
lay,  agunst  tbe  mensare)  tiwt  we  bad  nlr  ^ 
declare  war,  and  Canada  would,  in  tbe  coene 
of  a  few  months  at'most,  be  oon;  tbs(  tM 
militia  alone,  with  tiM  ^d  of  a  Tety  faw  w»- 
lara,  would  be  competent  to  tbe  eonqnast  (/ IM 
whole  eonntry,  except  the  lortraB  of  Qnslw; 
and  that  that  must  very  toon  bll  of  conns.  Ao 
bMKMtUe  geaUmnan  from  Vennont  (Ifr.  fw 
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informed  us  tbat  the  people  of  thorn  Provinoee 
would  almoBt  coD^ner  tnenuelres ;  thftt  thej 
were  at  least  pre-diEpoeed  to  be  conquered — to 
Me  hie  own  oipreeaon.tbat  they  were  "pant- 
ing "  to  participate  in  our  liberty. 

Experience  haa  now  proved  tlie  fsllacy  of 
these  prediction!.  Qentiemen  miut  now  be 
eonvinced   that  C&nad&  lit  not  to  be  oonqnered 


r^pilars,  ur  volanteerB,  though  aided  bj  . 
DiBtions.  I  mention  proclamations,  because  thej 
Kern  to  be  oonndered  aa  an  inditpensaMe  aozil- 
iar;  on  bH  great  emergencies.  What  can  be  done 
bj  prodaiDation,  I  will  readily  concede  we  are 
competent  to  do.  No  nation,  I  believe,  ever 
arrived  at  greater  perfection  in  the  art  of  proo- 
lamatjoo-making  than  we  have  done;  and  if 
hIstor7  is  faithful  to  record  them,  we  shall  in 
this  particular  at  least  bear  the  palm  from  all  the 
woiid. 

Bir,  it  can  afford  pleeaore  to  no  man,  who 
feels  aa  be  ongbt  for  tbe  honor  and  interest  of 
his  country,  to  dwell  nnneocAsaritj  npon  tbe 
disaatera  and  disgrace  wliich  have  everywhere 
attended  oar  military  operations  from  tlie  com- 
mencement of  tbe  war  to  the  present  time.  I 
mean  upon  land;  for  to  onr  little  Kavy  too 
much  pr^ae  cannot  be  given.  Oar  gallant  sea- 
mem  have  not  only  afibi^ed  to  th«r  conntrymen 
aiamples  of  valor  worthy  of  imitation,  but  they 
have  also  tanght  na  a  lesson  of  wisdom,  by  which 
I  am  happy  to  find  we  have  manifested  a  dispo- 
sition to  profit.  Bnt,  sir,  while  gentlemen  most 
feel  mortified  at  the  miserable  termination  of  all 
onrboaated  military  exploits  thns  &r,  and  might 
wish  to  draw  a  veil  over  the  diegraoeful  scenes 
which  have  taken  place,  it  oannoC  be  done;  it 
wonld  be  anwise  to  attempt  it  We  oaght 
rather  to  look  at  the  causes  whicli  have  pro- 
duced our  misfortnnes,  and  pnrsne  a  course  in 
future  which  idkj  not  eipoae  as  to  similar  evtla. 
Hr.  Gou>  said  the  annals  of  this  Govemmeot, 
the  lastrii  montba,  commencing  with  thedaola- 
ration  of  war,  wonld  be  fooad  the  most  inter- 
esting, the  most  depioT&ble. 

In  that  period,  we  have  seen  a  war  declared, 
precipitately  and  prematurely ;  for,  notwith' 
standing  all  the  arguments  urged  on  that  ooca- 
rion,  with  bo  much  zeal  and  eloqnenoe,  time  has 
dimpated  all ;  the  illusion  has  vanished ;  jonr 
■rmy,  so  oonfldently  expected,  did  not,  under 
the  ma^c  of  that  declsrolJoD,  Boring  into  eziat- 
eaee :  the  condition  of  yonr  enlistments  wonld 
not,  I  apprehend,  at  this  hoar,  juatify  thedeola- 
ration  of  war.  We  have  seen,  sir,  that  war  con- 
ducted in  a  manner  wdl  to  ooniport  with  the 
■piritiQwhichitwosdeoUred;  disaster npon dis- 
aster in  rapid  snccesaion  have  followed;  the 
tone  and  heart  of  the  conntry  bn^en;  nniver- 
nl  disgnst  at  the  past,  and  deep  oonoem  and 
anxiety  for  the  future,  prevail  everywhere. 

And  what,  Mr.  Speaker,  ts  now  proposed  for 
tbe  fbtura — what  is  to  retrieve  our  ofilhirs — on 
what  are  onr  hopes  to  rest  I  An  army  of  twelve- 
months' men  I    A  broken  r»ed  I    An  army  and 


term  of  service,  which  well  nigh  loet  the  conn- 
try  in  the  Bevdutionary  war ;  an  army  which 
in  every  step  and  stage  of  that  war  received  the 
uniform  and  reiterated  censure  and  condemna- 
tion of  Washington,  and  every  mtelligenl  officer 
of  that  period ;  an  army  that  stands  recorded  by 
every  hiatorian  of  thai  war  with  deep  reproaidi 
and  i«probatJon.  Bocb  is  the  foundation  of  onr 
fhture  hopes;  shutting  our  eyen  upon  the  lea- 
sons  of  experience,  we  live  but  to  repeat  fomier 
errors  and  renew  oursnfi'eriiigB.  Sh^  we  never 
learn,  that  a  soldier  is  not  the  creature  of  an 
hour;  tbathe  mast  be  seasoned  to  tbebardfihipi 
of  war;  that  to  remove  your  recruit  from  his 
fireside,  from  hia  plentiful  board,  and  ^  the 
comforts  with  which  he  is  snrrouQded,  to  the 
theatre  of  service,  there  to  sleep  on  the  groimd 
in  tenta,  with  two  or  three  articles  of  sabaistence 
only,  Is  to  ^ve  him  op  a  victim  to  disease,  to 
oonaign  him  to  the  gravel  This  precise  result 
is  presented  to  the  mind  by  the  melancholy  re- 
view of  the  last  campaign  ;  disease  and  death 
have  walked  abroad  in  our  armies  on  Uie  fron- 
tier :  they  have  b«en  swept  to  the  grave  as  by 
the  besom  of  deetrnction.  It  hoe  not  stopped 
with  joar  army;  the  frontier  inhal>itanta,  in- 
fected by  the  diseases  of  the  camp,  fly  from  the 
deadly  theatre  aa  from  a  desbvying  angel  I 
Shall  we  never  leorn  the  difference  between  onr 
aitootioD,  and  that  of  nations  who  have  a  com- 
petent military  eetabliahment,  sufficient  at  all 
times  for  Iwtb  ofieusive  and  defenMve  opera; 
tionst 

The  slender  Kilitaiy  £stablishment  of  tbe 
United  States,  whilst  it  consults  economy,  and 
fevon  (he  geniua  of  the  Government,  fortnde  a 
hasty  resort  to  war,  especially  extra-territorial 
and  offeUNve  war ;  time  for  preparation,  after 
themeasnreisresolvedon,isindiBpenaabIe;  and 
a  disregard  of  our  situation  in  this  req>ect  can- 
not faU  to  induce  defeat  and  disaster — to  pro* 
dnce  such  a  campaign  as  has  JuBt  now  closea. 

But,  Ur.  Spe^er,  wherefore  change  the  term 
of  enlistment,  from  five  years,  or  during  the 
war,  to  one  year  t  Tbe  Bole  avowed  object  of 
the  war  by  laud  was  the  oonqaeet  of  the 
Canadas.  Are  yon  at  this  boar  nearer  your  ob- 
ject than  on  the  day  yon  declared  war,  or  has 
that  object,  with  a  steady  and  sure  pace,  con- 
stantly receded  from  yoD  as  you  have  advanced 
in  the  war)  Is  Canada  so  far  conquered  that 
you  can  now  rednce  the  term  of  enlistment  t  It 
is  impossible  to  shot  our  eyes  on  the  past; 
while  all  is  disgast  and  despondency  with  onr 
own  oitizenB — aick  of  tbe  past,  and  oonowned 
for  the  taVxrb ;  while  every  post  brings  to  the 
Cabinet  fearfol  and  alarming  chan^  in  the 
sentiments  of  the  people  under  this  iU-tated 
war;  your  enemy,  the  Canadians,  take  oonrage, 
their  wavering  sentiments  have  become  re- 
served, and  niuon  in  defence  of  their  flreddes,  the 
land  that  gives  them  bread,  is  spreading  and 
cementing  all  in  tbe  patriotic  vow. 

There  was  a  time,  Bir,  when  yon  had  friends 
in  the  Upper  Province ;  there  were  many  who 
wished  well  to  jonr  arms,  and  wonld  have 
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greeted  junr  approach,  but  that  ill-fated  p<^cy 
wbich  precipitated  «v«r;  tliittg,  which  in  seal  for 
tiie  end  overlooked  the  means,  hea  blasted  all 
(SOI  hopes  from  that  qnarter.  The  Caoadiao, 
while  he  knowi  joar  power,  dittroata  your  wis- 
dom and  jour  capacit j  to  ooaduct  the  war ;  he 
dare*  not  commit  himself,  hia  all,  to  aach  ana- 
pioea.  Hence,  sir,  diffiooltiee  thicken  on  BTery 
ude,  and  at  least  three  times  the  force  ia  now 
neoesaarj  to  effect  the  coaqueet,  which  woeld 
have  been  required  at  the  commeDoeineDtof  the 
war.  Have  we  made  an  impression  on  the 
Pnnoe  Eegent  and  bis  Ministry !  are  they  now 
more  disposed  to  soccnrob  and  accept  yooi 
terms  than  before  the  wart  How  stand  the 
people  of  the  British  Empire  ?  Instead  of  their 
ooercinx  the  GoTemment  into  onr  terms,  which 
we  ibndy  sntioipated,  the  late  election  to  Par- 
liament shows  them  disposed  to  go  hand  in 
hand  with  the  Government  in  resisting  oar 
claims  and  iuflioting  on  as  all  the  evils  of  war. 
"  Maritime  EUghts"  are  echoed  and  re-echoed 
with  applause  througboat  the  Empire.  Socb, 
itr,  are  the  bitter  fralta  of  yonr  policy,  and  to 
what  farther  point  tbe  same  band  sbaU  coudoot 
tbe  deetinies  of  the  oonntry,  remains  to  be  seen. 

I  seek  not  to  a^rsvate  the  miaoondnct  of  tbe 
war,  nor  to  commend  onr  enemies,  bat  only 
wiab,  sir,  tbat.  we  may  see  things  aa  they  are, 
onr  actanl  situation,  and  thna  look  danger  in 
the  foce.  I>o  yon  persevere  in  the  conqueat  of 
Canada!  Pass  not  the  barrier  with  an  army  of 
less  than  forty-five  or  My  thoosand  men :  if 
yon  do,  in  my  appr^ension,  the  defeats  and 
disastere  of  the  past  campaign  will  be  vinted 
apon  yon ;  another  army  wiU  be  made  to  pasa 
tinder  the  yoke,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year,  yon 
will  find  yourself  still  further  removed  from 
your  oltjeat.  The  tug  of  war  is  now  placed 
Wrly  before  us,  we  cannot  advance  withont 
meeting  it.  Bnch,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  tlie  grounds 
cm  which  I  object  to  this  twelve-mouths' army ; 
it  is  not  adapted  to  the  profeased  object  of  the 
war,  the  conquest  of  Canada.  Ia  there,  sir,  any 
other  otiiect  in  oontemplation  of  the  Govern- 
toent;  any  other  land  of  leeks  and  onions, 
which  Heaven  has  given  us,  or  to  wbich  onr 
deetiniea  lead!  Is  the  South  of  easier  aocees 
than  the  Horth,  and  is  the  circle  of  hostility  to 
be  extended  to  that  quarter  T  We  profess  a 
pacific  policy ;  moderation  and  justice  are  our 
nonst ;  let  ns  beware  bow  we  commit  to  tbe 
hazard  this  high  and  enviable  character;  how 
we  yield,  on  apecions  grounds,  to  the  mad  and 
destructive  policy  whiw  we  reprobate  in  athers; 
a  policy  which  has  in  all  periods  overwhelmed 
nations  with  calamity,  and  swelled  the  tide  of 
human  misery. 

I  fear  there  are  points  in  onr  nentrAl  course, 
in  onr  relative  oondnot  towards  Great  Britain 
and  France  which  will  not  bear  examination. 
Tou  proclaimed  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decreee 
revoked,  and  put  upon  Great  Britain  the 
threatened  alternative  of  no n -intercourse.  Was 
tiie  fact  sot  Yon  took  a  promise  for  the  fact; 
yon  proclaimed  the  foct,  while  Fronoe  herself 


the  author  of  tbe  deed  and  party  to  l>e  bene- 
fited, deniea  and  disowns  it  oe  done  XL  tlie 
time.  Here  was  a  fatal  error,  a  deportuiefrooi 
tbe  straight  line  of  joatice ;  end  when  our  mac 
in  this  was  palpable  to  all  tbe  world,  we 
gave  no  ezplacatioo,  no  eicuse,  bat  penevmd 
in  a  measure  which  led  to  war.  It  is  this 
ooorse,  sir,  this  departure  train  even-handed 
nentr^ty  between  Great  Briton  and  Fnuce, 
tbat  has  loat  yon  the  support  of  yoor  own  dii- 
lena  to  a  great  and  alarnung  extent,  and  at  thk 
moment  sustains  tbe  British  Ministry  in  tba 
hearts  of  Englishmen.  It  is  ttua  belief  of  onr 
Qoyernment's  leaning  to  France,  that  baa  car- 
ried tbat  Miniatry  so  triampbantly  throngh  the 
late  elections  to  ParliamenL 

If  any  thing  oonld  add  to  tbe  gloom  aod 
ncken  tiie  mind  nnder  the  proqtect  befiwe  us,  it 
istheinanspiciousronjuictioDofeveota.  Amei^ 
ioa  and  France  both  niairiTjg  war  at  the  sama 
time  on  Great  Britain ;  we  making  tbe  eaemf 
of  France  onr  enemy,  and  thia  at  the  iU-fiUed 
moment  when  tbe  ^-grasping  Emperor  of  that 
oonntry  is  rolling  a  baleful  cloud,  charged  wiib 
destruction,  north  upon  tbe  Rosaioc  Empire; 
upon  a  power  always  jnst  to  America;  npcn 
onr  traest  and  best  friend  in  the  Eoropeu 
theatre.  Against  snob  a  friend,  at  snob  a  pttiod, 
we  have  beheld  the  march  of  the  Coraieu 
through  rivers  of  blood ;  his  footatepa  si* 
traced  over  the  ashes  of  the  proudest  citiea,  and 
be  aits  himself  down,  at  len^,  at  Moeoow,  liks 
Marina  over  the  mina  of  Carthage. 

The  question  was  then  token  on  Mr-  Cut's 
motion,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  MiooK  moved  to  strike  ont  one,  «nd  ia- 
aert  five  years  as  tbe  term  of  enlistment  B« 
regretted  as  mnch  as  any  one  the  diaastets 
which  had  befallen  the  oonntry ;  and  there  was 
but  one  way  to  obviate  their  effeota,  aod  tbit 
waa  by  liaing  soperior  to  them,  aa  a  piart  of  lbs 
nation  bad  already  done — he  meant  tlie Western 
oonntiy,  where  a  patriotism  had  been  exhibited 
equal  to  that  which  might  have  distingnisbad 
Rome  m  ita  beat  days.  Thek  zeal  was  equal  to 
their  bravery — and  the  only  drawl>ack  on  their 
enterprise  waa  the  difficulty  of  finding  some- 
thing to  eat  in  the  wilderness.  We  most  liM 
after  revereee.  What,  %n,  sud  Mr.  M.,  wmld 
have  become  of  Bome,  bad  she  detnondedwbM 
Hannibal  defeated  her  armies?  She  rose  upoa 
it  and  became  the  mistreae  of  the  world,  ytiai 
would  have  been  tbe  silnation  of  onr  cause  m 
tbe  Bevolntion,  i^  after  the  British  SDccesses  in 
Jersey,  we  had  deeponded?  Bat  the  mea  d 
Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey  rose  on  it,  and 
victory  and  triumph  followed.  Onr  ol{jecl  mr 
ought  to  be  to  reoover  the  gronnd  we  havs 
lost,  and  meet  the  enemy  with  troops  that  irill 
insore  sncoees.  We  ore  told,  sir,  this  war  hM 
nnited  England  to  a  man.  Sir,  I  never  expected 
aid  from  our  enemies.  Let  ns  follow  eo  good 
an  example,  and  nntte  toa  man';  let  as  remun- 
ber  tbe  old  Oontinentol  maxim — "  Cnited  w« 
stand,  divided  we  full."  If  we  were  aa  onitad 
in  defence  of  onr  rights,  as  England  ia  in  litf 
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lorpalloos,  this  war  voold  not  last  &  single 
unpugD — and  I  hope  in  thb  regpect  ne  eliall, 
t  least,  leam  wledom  from  an  enemy.  The 
ilculatioDS  about  one  or  two  campai^s,  how- 
rer,  in  present  ciroumstaDces,  are  visionaty. 
Fe  biTe  engaged  an  enemy  not  ia  the  habit  of 
ielding  very  soon.  But,  if  we  were  to  onite, 
lie  question  would  soon  be  settled.  The  caose 
ad  object  of  this  war  has  been  more  conciBelj 
tated  by  one  of  those  actively  engaged  in  it, 
dan  by  any  other  person — I  mean  Captain  Por- 
ar'a  motto — "Free  trade  and  sailors'  rights;" 
a  man  conld  have  given  a  better  deflnition  of 
•  It  appean  to  me  that  one  part  of  this  con- 
inent  ought  to  be  zealous  for  the  rights  of 
Bsmen— another  part  for  a  free  eiport  trade ; 
nd,  if  we  were,  as  we  oaght  to  be,  nnited,  the 
far  would  be  carried  on  with  energy  and  with 
Qccesa.  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  New 
ersey,  that  this  thing  is  not  to  be  done  by 
itpcr  men.  Uy  opinion  is,  that  the  best  thing 
re  can  do,  is  to  raise  men  for  five  years.  Let 
he  Legislature  of  the  country  do  its  dnty.  If 
he  tliirty-five  thousand  men,  now  authorized, 
>e  not  enough,  let  ua  get  as  many  as  will  be 
deqaote  Ui  the  end  we  propose.  Gentlemen 
isre  thought  proper  to  review  former  tronsac- 
ioDs.  I  would  be  willing  to  pasa  titera  over, 
believe  almost  every  measure  adopted  by  the 
teneral  Government  would  have  had  its  des- 
ined  effect  if  adhered  to.  Yon  have  always 
;ut  the  better  of  the  ai^ament ;  you  have  bet- 
«r  proclamations;  but  what  avails  all  this? 
Mtsia  has  impressed  your  seamen,  and  given 
?on  blows  for  good  words.  Yon  have  been 
leretufore  lold  jour  paper  measures  were  worth 
lothiog ;  now  that  it  is  proposed  to  give  blow 
ur  blow,  what  is  said?  That  yon  are  departing 
rem  the  pacific  systom,  which  the  same  per- 
«DB  before  reprobated,  and  to  which  they  have 
lecome  flriendly  only  aft^r  every  attempt  at 
Mcification  has  Med.  Sir,  we  are  now  en- 
Jiged  in  war,  and  we  must  succeed  or  we  must 
field  the  rights  of  sailors  and  free  trade.  Does 
iny  man  doubt  that  the  war  is  justly  under- 
sea ?  Is  tliere  a  man  in  the  nation — I  care 
not  of  what  political  sect,  many  as  there  are 
—who  believes  that  the  war  is  not  undertaken 
>n  jnst  grounds — that  we  had  not  home  with 
ieir  indignities  till  we  conld  have  borne  them 
10  longer  I  After  plundering  jour  property  and 
impres^ug  your  seamen  on  the  Ocean,  their 
■eepts  have  been  sent  into  this  nation  to  sow 
lit^ous  among  ns,  who  ought  to  be  but  one 
wmilj.  What  crime  has  been  left  undone? 
what  injury  have  we  not  suffered  I  Could  ono 
t«  added  to  the  catalogue?  It  seems  to  ine 
pot  No  man  loves  peace  more  than  I  do,  and 
if  it  had  not  been  for  Great  Britain  eending  her 
"gents  to  our  fireaidta,  I  do  not  know  hut  I 
should  have  voted  against  the  war.  It  seemed 
to  me  like  ao  attempt  on  a  man's  daughter. 
Not  content  with  vexing  and  harassing  yon 
"benever  yon  went  from  home,  they  came 
We  to  put  strife  into  yoor  family.  Ton  have 
been  told  iJiat  the  Frince  Begent  and  his  Kia- 


Istera  are  firm.  Bir,  we  never  oalcolated  on 
their  receding,  bnt  on  the  energies  and  force  of 
the  nation  to  obtdn  redress,  and  if  we  had  been 
united,  we  should  have  equalled  our  most  ssn- 
gnine  expectations.  Let  ns  follow  their  example, 
and  determine  to  maintain  our  national  rights,  sa 
they  do  to  maintain  their  usurpations  on  them. 

Ur.  U.  Olat  seconded  the  motion  of  Ur. 
MiOOfT  to  strike  out  "  one  year"  and  insert 
"five,"  as  the  term  of  enlistment.  He  Eaid  an 
army  onght  to  be  seasoned  Ijcfore  it  was  carried 
into  the  field.  We  have  heard  much  said,  ob- 
served he,  about  siclfneas  in  your  army ;  mnch 
of  the  eJckneaa,  some  time  ago,  at  New  Orleans, 
and  much  lately  of  the  sickness  at  Plattsbnrg. 
nave  yon  ever  heard  of  an  army  on  earth  that 
was  carried  into  the  field  before  it  hod  been 
seasoned  in  the  camp?  It  must,  to  be  good  for 
any  thing,  be  first  disciplined  in  camp,  and  be- 
come inured  to  the  mode  of  living  and  the  fare 
of  soldiers.  It  will  take  some  time  to  season 
men  to  the  change  in  their  mode  of  living 
which  ranet  take  place  on  going  into  camp. 
It  will  take  a  year  to  prepare  them  for  the 
field.  Without  discipline  they  will  be  use- 
less. Your  seamen  are  brave  and  suceessfU 
tiecanse  they  know  what  tliey  go  to  sea  for. 
Take  a  landsman  on  tioarda  ship,  and  whatsort 
of  a  sailor  will  he  make !  Such  as  the  French 
have  on  hoard  their  vessels.  We  take  no  man 
into  the  Navy  but  who  nndorstands  his  business 
and  the  purpose  for  which  he  goes  there,  and 
we  see  the  effecls  of  it.  1  do  not  wish  it  under- 
stood, Mr,  if  I  vote  against  the  bill,  that  I  am 
opposed  to  the  war.  No,  sir.  It  Is  a  righteous 
war,  into  which  I  go  with  hand  and  heart. 
We  may  differ  ationt  the  mode,  but  that  is  all. 
I  speak  from  experience  more  than  from  any 
thing  else.  Let  us  raise  a  sufficient  army  to 
serve  during  the  war,  be  it  lone  or  short  It  is 
absurd  to  suppose  that  we  sliall  not  succeed  in 
our  enterprise  agdnst  the  enemy's  provinces. 
We  have  the  Canadoa  as  mnch  nnder  onr  com- 
mand as  she  has  the  ocean ;  and  the  way  to 
conquer  her  on  the  ocean  is  to  drive  her  from 
the  land.  I  am  not  for  stopping  at  Quebec  or 
anywhere  else;  bnt  I  wotild  take  the  whole 
continent  from  them,  and  ask  them  no  favors. 
Her  fleets  cannot  then  rendezvous  at  Halifax  as 
now,  and  having  no  place  of  resort  in  the 
North,  cannot  infest  our  coast  as  they  have 
lately  done.  It  is  as  easy  to  conouer  them-  on 
the  land  as  their  whole  navy  could  conquer  ours 
on  the  ocean.  As  to  coping  with  them  at  sea, 
we  cannot  do  it.  We  con  annoy  them,  but  not 
meet  tbem  on  the  open  sea,  I  would  meet 
them  and  hurt  them,  however,  where  we  can. 
We  must  take  the  continent  from  tliem.  I  wish 
never  to  see  a  peace  till  we  do,  God  has  given 
ns  the  power  and  the  means;  we  are  to  blame 
if  we  do  not  use  them.  If  we  get  the  continent, 
^e  must  allow  us  the  freedom  of  the  sea,  I 
hope,  sir,  the  amendment  of  my  friend  from 
North  Carolina,  going  to  make  this  army  more 
efficient,  may  be  adopted. 

]£r.  FiKiuHTB  said,  before  the  question  ^as 
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taken,  he  viihed  to  nibmit  %  few  of  the  reMoiiB 
•wbj  ha  wu  oppoaed  to  the  UDeDdment.  The 
qnestioo  before  the  Hoiue,  if  he  correctly  nnder- 
Mood  it,  w^s  not,  what  were  the  beat  tnaterials 
of  whidi  to  mftke  an  armj ;  whetba  mea  for 
the  war,  for  five  yean,  or  for  twelve  moatha ; 
bnt  the  qoeatioD  was,  what  ia  the  Und  of  force, 
and  for  wliat  length  of  tjme  can  jon  ruaa  an 
armr  to  take  the  field  at  the  eariiest  period!  I 
faedtate  not  a  moment,  Ur.  P.  said,  to  declare, 
that  if  it  were  withio  the  oompaaa  of  our  aldlit* 
to  ruse  on  armj  for  fire  jean  by  Toting  iL  I 
wonld  aathorize  it.  Not  a  moment  ahonld  I 
doabt  OD  the  Butjeot.  The  history  of  the  world 
is  strongij  in  favor  of  anch  an  ann;.  Bnt  we 
perfecti;  know,  from  the  progress  of  Uie  recmit- 
tng  service,  that  we  have  already  aathorixed  aa 
many  men  of  tltatdeecription  aa  we  shall  prob- 
ably be  able  to  ruse.  This  fbroe  ia  wanted  to 
render  tbe  neit  camp^gn  effident,  I  oonaider 
the  bill  merely  as  a  subtAitnte  fbr  the  volonteer 
system  heretofore  poraned.  Of  what'materiala 
will  this  army  be  oonij>oaed  t  Of  yotmg  men 
reai^  to  Tolonteer  their  aervioes  fbr  one  year 
ia  the  form  of  regolara;  and  in  ninety-nine 
oaaea  oat  of  a  hmidred,  men  will  enlist  in  this 
corps  who  wonld  not  enlist  for  five  years,  or 
for  tbe  war.  I  am  sangnine  in  tbe  opinion, 
that  thia  meaanre,  if  now  adopted,  will  do  away 
the  defects  of  the  prcMat  Tolonteer  system,  and 
I  am  fully  of  opinion,  tbat  nnder  it,  a  foroe 
may  be  drawn  into  the  field  ready  to  act  efB- 
oiently  in  the  next  oamp^gn.  I  am  aot  one  of 
those,  sir,  notwitbatauding  the  aocoonts  we 
have  heard  of  onr  disasters,  who  despair  of  the 
Bepablie.  K  we  torn  to  history  we  shall  find 
that  we  have  never  engaged  in  any  war  in 
which  we  have  oome  ont  better  in  the  first  cam- 
paisn  than  we  have  in  this.  Look  at  the  war 
ondertaken  under  tbe  auspices  of  Gen.  Wash- 
ington against  tbe  Indiana.  What  was  the  his- 
tory of  iti  We  all  reoollect  the  campaign  under 
Earmar,  and  its  bloody  scenes.  The  camp^gn 
under  St.  Clw-  cannot  be  forgotten.  We  then 
Bufiered  defeat  upon  defeat,  disaster  upon  dis- 
aater,  in  tbe  course  of  the  war,  which  was  not 
terminated  till  the  treaty  of  QreenTillet  in  1790, 
tliougb  it  may  be  add  to  have  virtoaUy  termi- 
nates by  tbe  defeat  of  tbe  Indians  by  General 
Wayne,  wbich  occurred  previona  to  the  treaty. 
If  Uiis  oonntry  be  wUlinir  to  go  into  the  oontest 
heart  and  band,  we  shall  in  a  very  short  time 
demonstrate  to  the  enemy  all  we  want  to  oon- 
fioce  her  o(  that  it  is  in  reality  her  interest  to 
be  at  peace  with  this  country.  I  hope,  sir,  tbe 
motion  to  amend  the  bill  will  not  prevail.  I  am 
perfectly  oonvinced  that  the  bill  as  It  is  will 
enable  ns  to  call  a  valoable  force  into  service, 
and  I  am  sanguine  in  the  hope,  that,  witfa  its 
aid,  ti^ther  with  the  other  force  we  shall  have, 
we  may  clear  the  continent  of  the  enemy's  do- 
minion in  one  campaign,  though  I  do  not  under- 
take to  predict  tbat  we  shall. 

The  qnestion  vras  then  taken  on  Ur.  Maooa's 
pri^NMetl  an)endinent,  and  looL 


Tbe  qnestion  redured  on  tbe  paaaage  of  tbe 
bill  to  a  thirdreadiog. 
l£r.  Fkobsox  said,  not  nnfreqnently  it  hs^ 

fiens,  ib.  Speaker,  both  in  private  and  pdidod 
Ife,  tbat  men  of  the  clearast  peroeptiaiB  sod 
most  correct  moHvea,  experience  mnch  &t- 
onlty  aod  embarraaonent  in  determining  on  die 
course  beat  to  be  pursued,  or  the  appliotioo  of 
means  best  calcnlated  to  produce  a  given  objeC. 
The  oljeot  most  devoutly  wialked  for  by  myMl( 
and,  no  doubt,  equally  deured  by  eveiy  hones 
aad  honorable  man  in  thia  communis,  is,  that 
my  country  should  once  more  be  natorti  Id 
the  enjoyment  of  peace.  Under  tbe  preasure  gf 
eiisting  circomstanoe^  involved  in  a  war  witt 
a  powwful  natifw — a  war  now  proaecnted  (bra 
doubtfiil,  or,  at  least,  stron^y  controvcntd 
question  of  national  ri^t — a  war,  the  prawcD- 
tion  of  which,  BO  &r  aa  relates  to  oar  mifiUiy 
operations,  has  everywhere,  and  on  oU  ooea- 
sions,  been  attended  with  disgrace,  defeat,  o 
disaster ;  under  such  circnmatanoes,  I  eoe&m, 
sir,  I  am  not  f^  from  embarrassment  in  dettf- 
minlng  on  tbe  course  demanded  by  gennnis 
potriotiam,  or  best  calctilated  to  restore  the 
bleeaings  of  peace  to  the  country.  I  r^joioed 
'  hear  tbe  honorable  Chairman  of  tbe  Militaiy 
_  immittee  pir.  D.  K.  Wm  "  "  ' 
other  day,  tJiat  bis  object  i 
must  be  a  source  of  gratification  to  tbe  connDT 
toleamthatsomeof  tbe  strongest  advocates  l(« 
the  declaration  of  war  begin  now  to  think  and 
talk  of  peaoe. 

Tbe  nonorable  gentleman,  however,  n^ 
the  paaaage  of  the  bill  nnder  eonadoatita, 
(which  authorizes  tbe  enlistment  of  tweoty 
thousand  additional  r^nlar  troops  for  one  jeir; 
and  provides  for  the  appointment  of  propor- 
tjonably  an  nnnsnal  number  of  officer^  witk 
all  theaooompanyingpanvhemaliaofanoniiy,) 
aa  the  meaoa  best  calculated  to  prodoce  the  cm 
in  view.  Did  I  believe,  ^,  that  the  postage  of 
this  bill,  or  (what  b  more  difflouh  and  1m 
likdy  to  happen)  tbe  actual  enllstmoit  of  tbe 
proposed  additional  force  would  secure  to  ai 
our  object,  I  would  not  only  consent  to  give  tl» 
foroe,  but  ten  times  the  number,  if  it  were  by 
foroe  alone  to  be  obtained;  but  when  I  reflert 
on  the  special  and  sole  canss  for  which  it  if 
avowed  the  war  is  now  proaecnted ;  when  I 
consider  the  relative  strength,  sitnotioa,  sod 
disposable  force,  by  sea  and  ^d,  of  the  fo 
nations  and  espedally  when  my  reoolleetioaii 
assailed  (for  we  cannot,  nor  ought  we  to  ttom 
our  senses  against  such  domeing  bets)  with  ii» 
heretofore  scanty  enlistments ;  tbe  oonftuwn 
and  insubordination  which  has  pervaded  many 
parts  of  your  army ;  the  eitraordinary  eipems 
already  Incnrred,  and  tbe  uniform  disasto) 
which  have  marked  all  your  military  opMatioo^ 
I  cannot  bring  ntj  mind  to  the  belief  ihti  tb* 
foroe  now  proposed  con  prodooe  any  d«^rsUe 
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qnent  ereDtshaTeooiiTinoed  me  of  the  corroot- 
umb  of  the  vote  I  gave  on  that  momeDtoos 
question,  it  is  not  mj  pnrpoM  on  thi»  occasion 
toqneetioti  the  polic/ of  that  tmfonaDate  aoL 
t^  mind  ii  bent  on  peace ;  to  that  object  mj 
cflbrti  are  directed.  The  imprewion  la  stroDglj 
fixed  on  my  nnderatandiog,  tnat  thia  war  can  be 
tonninftted  with  honor  and  adrantage  to  thla 
nation,  withoDt  the  Ibrther  efibsion  of  human 
blood.  If  BO,  BOrelj'  no  Chriatian  will  den;  bnt 
justice,  hnmanity,  and  sonDd  polic;  demand 
that  nothing  shonld  remain  undone,  on  onr 
part,  to  stop  this  career  of  carnage  and  blood- 
shed. 1  have  said,  sir,  that  il  ia  m;  impreeaion 
that  thia  war  can  be  terminated  with  honor  and 
■dvanU^  to  this  nation,  without  a  farther  ap- 
peal to  arms.  In  staling  thia  opinion,  I  do  not 
mean  to  be  nnderatood  as  identifying  the  honor 
of  the  nati<»i  with  the  honor  of  those  bj  whom 
the  war  waa  declared ;  or,  in  other  words,  I  do 
not  admit  that  the  pational  honor  reMa  aolelyin 
the  bands  of  those  who  may  happen  ta  be  in 
the  Administration,  or  who  may  happen  to  oan- 
■titnte  a  majority  in  Congress.  No,  ur,  this  is 
an  electdve  OoTemment — the  power  and  nlti- 
mate  responaitrility  rest  with  tLe  people;  tbey 
oannot  be  dishonored  nnlesa  they  pertina<noDaly 
approve  of  nnwiae  or  wicked  meaanrea,  and 
continue  to  support  the  anthors  of  sndi  meas- 
vree.  It  is,  therefore,  not  with  me  a  primary 
eondderaUon,  In  the  snggeetions  I  am  about  to 
make,  how  far  the  honor  or  reputation,  for  po- 
Utioal  wisdom,  of  any  indiridnals  may  be  af- 
ISeoted  by  the  adoption  of  the  plan  for  peaoe 
which  haa  oocnrred  to  my  mind.  I  do  not 
know  that  any  honorable  gentleman  will  be 
■fibctad  by  it,  abonld  it  be  adopted.  I  hope  he 
will  not;  to  me  it  is  perfectly  indifferent  who 
•re  in  power,  ao  that  the  affitirs  of  the  nation 
are  welt  oondnoted. 

Kr.  Speaker :  Whatever  mny  bare  been  the 
original  oanaes  for  the  dedaratjon  of  this  war, 
we  aie  now  tao^t  to  belioTe  that  the  qnestion 
in  oonteet  is  rednoed  to  a  single  point.  The 
British  Orders  in  Oonndl  were  repealed  on  the 
Slat  of  Jane,  three  days  after  onr  declaration  of 
-war ;  and,  of  conrse,  withont  a  knowledge  of 
that  event,  the  blockade  of  May,  1806,  hadlong 
eeaaed  to  enst.  Tlie  sole  avowed  cause,  there- 
fore, remaining,  and  for  which  the  war  is  now 
carried  on,  is  Uie  practice  of  impresnaeut  from 
on  board  onr  merchant  vessels.  This  subject 
baa  for  many  yean  engaged  the  attention  of 
both  nations;  it  has  been  a  fraitfbl  theme  of 
ttucration  and  declamation  for  almost  every 
editor  and  orator  of  tbe  age.  Oreat  as  onr 
oanae  of  oompUnt  may  have  been,  (and  I  am 
not  disposed  to  palliate  it,)  it  must  be  admitted 
hy  all  who  nndent«nd  the  natare  and  tree 
bMi^g  of  the  qoeetion,  that  it  had  been  snb- 
Jeoted  to  much  exaggeration.  Permit  me,  wr, 
to  remark,  that  notwithstanding  the  import- 
■noe^  the  difficulty,  and  delicacy  which  have 
been  justly  attributed  to  this  snbjeot,  and  the 
unwillingness  at  all  times  maut&eted  on  the 
part  of  the  British  Qovemment  to  abandon  or 
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derogate  from  the  aittraet  right  of  impressing 
her  own  seamen  firom  on  board  neutral  mer- 
chant vessels,  it  is  very  far  fhnn  being  certiun 
that  she  has  not  been  willing  to  enter  into  such 
arrangement  with  this  Government,  as  would 

Elaoe  the  question  of  impresement  on  a  ba^ 
oth  sale  and  honorable  to  this  nation.  By 
a  reference  to  tbe  oorrespondence  of  Uessrs. 
Monroe  and  Pinkney  with  the  British  Comuiis- 
sioners,  which  preceded  the  treaty  concluded 
by  thoee  gentlemen  in  the  vear  ISOfl,  bnt  which 
was  unfortunately  r^ected  by  the  then  Presi- 
dent^ it  is  evident  tliat  the  interest  of  impress- 
ment was,  in  the  opinion  of  those  gentlemen, 
placed  on  a  footing  well  calculated  to  secure 
our  own  seamen  from  the  abnse  against  which 
we  had  complained,  and  against  which  it  was 
our  duty  to  protect  them.  This  opinion  was 
not  only  expressed  in  forcible  and  decisive  lan- 
guage at  the  time  of  entering  into  the  arrange- 
ment, bnt  repeated  by  Hr.  Monroe  more  than  a 
year  after,  in  a  fiarroal  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  State.  The  language  of  that  gentleman,  now 
your  Secretary  of  State,  is  peculiarly  emphatic, 
and  must  be  within  the  recollection  of  every 
gentieman  in  this  House.  Withont  troubling 
Uie  House  with  tbe  reading  of  the  documents 
referred  to,  it  is  snffloieut  for  me  to  state,  that 
your  present  Secretary  of  State  did,  in  a  letter 
addreased  to  Mr.  Madison,  dated  February  2S, 
1 80S,  declare  "that  he  always  believed,  and 
did  still  beUeve,  that  the  ground  on  which  the 
interest  of  impresement  was  placed  by  the  pa- 
per of  the  British  Commissioners  of  the  Bth  of 
November,  1806,  and  the  eiplsnatiuns  wbidi 
aooompanted  it,  was  both  honorable  and  advan- 
tageoos  to  tbe  United  States." 

Thus,  sir,  as  we  have  conclusive  evidence  of 
"  "  ''■  on  the  part  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, at  one  period  at  least,  to  advance  con- 
liderabla  length  towards  an  adjustment  of  this 
long-contested  qnestion ;  and  as  we  have  no 
evidence  that  different  principles  and  claims  are 
now  asserted  from  those  then  advanced;  I 
think  it  fair  to  ctmclude,  that  it  ia  still  In  onr 
power  to  put  an  end  to  thia  controversy  with 
safety  to  our  seamen,  and  advantage  to  the  na- 
tion. Instead,  then,  of  passing  this  bill,  and 
spending  the  blood  and  treasure  of  onr  conntry- 
men  in  the  proseontion  of  this  war,  I  conceive 
it  OUT  doty  to  make  an  effort  for  the  sanction 
of  our  Just  rights,  and  the  restoration  of  peace, 
without  a  further  appeal  to  force.  It  is  my  de- 
cided opinion  that  encb  an  effort,  if  fairly  and 
liberally  made  by  this  House,  and  the  Exeon- 

.  brandi  of  the  Government,  would  not  fail 

>rodudng  the  desired  effect. 

be  pecnliar  nature  of  the  qutetion,  which 
now  oonstitntes  the  sole  object  for  continuing 
the  war;  the  intimation  given  by  the  Exeon* 
the  ccHTespondence  with  tlic  British 
Qovemment,  since  the  declaration  of  war,  to- 
gether with  tbe  oi>inionB  stated  by  Mr.  Monroe 
and  Mr.  Pinkney,  in  their  letter  to  tbe  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  January  S,  ISOT,  all  tend  to 
'    the  belief,  that  it  is  tint  doty  of 
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ConsreM  to  mm  a  Uw  which  wonld  not  oulj 

check  de»ertioni  from  the  BrilJah  aervice,  by 
ozclndiog  peTBons  of  that  deeoiiption  from  em- 
ploy in  our  service,  but  also  deprive  the  B:'"  * 


ing  American  eeomea,  by  exolading  Bril 
Jeots  fr«m  the  commercuU  and  public  mrvioe  of 
the  Unlteil  States.  Having  alluded  to  the  let- 
t^  of  If  r.  If onroe  and  Mr.  Piokneyofthe  Sd 
of  Jannary,  180T,  I  will  take  the  Bberty  of 
reading  from  it  a  short  extract.  Aft«r  atating 
the  opinion  they  bad  formerly  expressed,  that 
althoagh  the  British  Government  did  not  fe«l 
itself  at  liberty  to  reliaqniah  formally,  by  treaty, 
its  claim  to  seArcb  onr  merchant  vesMls  for 
British  seamen,  its  practice  would  aevertheleos 
be  essentially,  if  not  completdy,  abandoned, 
they  observe:  "That  opinion  lias  since  been 
confirmed  by  frequent  oonferoioea  on  the  mb- 
Ject  with  the  British  Commissioners,  who  have 
repeatedly  assured  us  that,  in  their  judgment, 
ve  were  made  as  secure  against  the  exercise 
of  their  pretensioii  \>y  the  policy  which  th^ 
Government  had  adopted,  in  regard  to  that 
Very  delicate  and  important  question,  as  we 
ooiud  have  been  made  by  treaty.  It  is  proper 
to  observe,  however,  that  the  good  effect  of 
this  disposition,  and  its  continnance,  may  de- 
pend, in  a  great  measnre,  on  the  means  which 
may  be  taken  herealter  by  tlie  Oongresa  to 
checkdesertionsfrom  the  British  servioe.  If  the 
treaty  is  ratified,  and  a  perfect  good  under- 
Btonding  is  prodac«d  by  it  between  the  two 
conntries,  it  will  be  easy  for  their  Governments, 
by  friendly  communications,  to  state  to  each 
other  what  they  respectively  desire,  and  in  that 
mode  to  arrange  the  business  as  satis&otorily 
as  it  coald  be  done  by  treaty." 

Thus,  sir,  hod  the  treaty  of  1800  been  ratified 
and  a  good  understanding  been  produced  be- 
tween the  two  countries.  Congress  were  warned, 
even  in  that  ewnt,  that  it  was  their  duty  to 
lend  their  aid  in  rendering  effectnsl  and  per- 
petual any  arrangement  which  might  be  made 
on  this  subject  of  impressment.  As  to  the  late 
communioationB  from  the  Execntive  deptart- 
ment,  made  to  the  British  Government,  since 
the  declaration  of  war,  it  is  not  my  intention  at 
this  time  to  enter  into  a  particular  examination 
of  their  merit  or  demerit  I  willtiarely  remark, 
that  to  me  they  presenta  novelty  in  the  history 
of  war  and  diplomacy.  Propositions,  alleged 
to  be  of  a  pacific  nature,  made  in  six  days  after 
the  declaration  of  warl  8nch  a  procedure 
(much  as  I  desire  peace  and  much  as  I  was  c^ 
posed  to  the  war)  is  to  my  mind,  to  say  the 
least,  extreinely  extraordinary,  and  ita  poUoy 
incomprehensible.  It  is  the  more  so  from  the 
circumstance  of  a  British  Minister  being  .on  the 
spot  at  the  moment  of  declaring  the  war  and 
keeping  ap  a  continned  correspondence  with 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  last  moment  of  the 
existence  of  peace.  Under  such  circnmstancea 
I  should  conceive  eaoh  nation  ought  to  have 
known  the  ultimatum  of  the  other  and  not 
wuted  for  the  form  of  a  dedarati(«  of  war,  I  tary  foroe  of  twenty  thousand  meo. 


n.  laia. 

to  readme  the  negotiation  and  give  a  new 
diape  to  their  proportion.  I  oonfeas  that  I  tm 
not  anrpriaed  at  tlie  reaolt  <3(  this  war  n^oCia- 
tion — every  thing  was  demaaded  to  be  yidded 
by  our  enemy,  for  which  tSe  war  wo*  declaicd, 
even  aa  a  preliminary  in  the  first 'BstaDce  toia 
•rmiatiee,  and  in  the.,seooDd  Instaooe  «a  pm- 
liminary  to  a  EKgotiatioo.  The  eqnivalent  ot- 
fered  on  am  port  was  ttf  a  nature  which  it  waa 
not  within  the  province  of  ttie  £zecative  1* 
oonftrm,  and,  of  oootae,  dMiended  on  what  €••- 
greea  might  or  might  not  do  on  the  sutg«ct.  !■ 
addition  to  thia,  our  agoit  in  Lcmdon,  throo^ 
whmn  tfaoee  propoaitioiis  wen  made,  did  not 
pOMMi  ngnlar  «»d  o<Mnpctaot  powwi^  and  waa 
oonridered  by  the  British  Govenimeat  aa  vor 
competent  to  act  with  them  on  stich  a  Hatgaet 
on  equal  t«rms  of  oUigadon  and  responailMU^. 
Whatever,  therefore,  may  be  my  ^^intnn  ia  i«> 
lation  to  thoee  late  propcuduns,  and  however 
illy  calculated  Ihey  may  have  been  ta  prod^ 
any  desirable  reenit,  I  am  &!r  from  cooHdering 
tbem  nnworthy  the  particular  attaatioa  <rf'thB 
Honae.  I  allude  particnlarly  to  the  eqaivalcoK 
proposed  as  an  inaucement  for  the  discontinn- 
anoe  of  the  practioo  of  impresament.  Here,  fr» 
the  fint  time  in  the  whole  hiAory  of  th«  lo^- 
protracted  disctunon  on  thia  astyect,  it  is  ial*- 
mated  that  something  effectual  wiU  Ite  dona  oa 
our  part  to  prevent  tha  cante  of  die  abnaa  <d 
whi^  we  complain — a  promise  is  given,  in  i^ 
event  of  obtwning  the  oonceaaiona  demanded, 
that  a  law  would  be  passed  \^  Ctmgreai  to  pro- 
hibit the  employment  of  British  seamen  in  tba 
pablio  or  commercial  service  tsi  the  United 
titateek  This,  then,  is  what  I  ask  yon  now  to 
do— pass  a  law  effectually  to  exclude  al!  Briti^ 
sabjects  from  the  pnblic  and  private  maritima 
service  of  the  United  StUee ;  let  the  law  ba 
well  guarded  against  the  posubility  of  violatjan 
or  evanon ;  ana  let  na  be  determined  rigidly  to 
enforce  it;  place  this  law  in  the  hands  of  yoor 
Executive ;  let  him  immediately  ^tpoint  ona  or 
mOTe  honeat,  able,  iiidq>endent  eommisioners; 
men  who  neither  hare  nor  expect  an  office ;  aaga 
in  whom  the  nation,  without  regard  to  par^, 
would  Iw  willing  to  confide ;  give  tbent  aooida 
power*  to  fbrm  a  treaty  or  arrange  iba  a^ 
question  which  is  now  the  pivot  en  which  thii 
depends.  Do  all  this ;  do  it  faithfoUy,  and 
Qtnre  to  predict  you  will  obtain  a  peace,  and 
re  your  Just  rights  more  speedily,  mora  tt- 
fbctoally,  and  more  saHsbctorily  to  the  people 
of  this  ooontry,  than  by  all  the  militacj  opara- 
tiona  in  the  compaae  of  yoor  power. 

MoNDAT,  Jannary  4. 

EnwARD  HBUPflTXAD,  retsmed  to  eerva  m 

the  Delegate  in  this  House  from  the  Territny 

of  MisBonri,  appeared,  produced  Us  credential^ 

was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Additional  Military  Foret, 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  iha 

bill  for  raising  for  one  year  an  addidooal  miU- 
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'Th«  qawdoD  vm  stated  od  tbe  engromnent 
a  the  bUl  for  •  third  reading. 

Mr.  BxiGHAH. — Mr.  Speaker,  the  bill  under 
nnnideratioD,  if  passed  into  a  law,  will  deeplj 
i%ct  mj  coDstitventa  and  the  public  in  geoe- 
il.  It  proTides  for  proeecnting  this  war  on  a 
oore  eztensive  Bcal« — it  is  a  kind  oT  Recond  de- 
ilaration  of  war.  The'  objects  of  conqoeat  are 
Dultiplind ;  the  field  of  operation  la  enhu^ed ; 
he  Army  mmt  bo  iocreased  with  the  addition 
if  S0,000  r«gi)Iar  troope;  and  enliatmeDts  eh- 
loaraged  ]>y  additional  bonot;  and  wages.  Sir, 
his  is  the  sfstem  of  arrangement  to  prosecute 
he  scheme  of  foreign  invaaioa.  One  error  fre- 
ineatly  preparoa  the  vay  f<x  another;  we  are 
tow  nnhappilT'  involved  in  the  oalamitiea  of 
rar,  and  the  qaestion  ta,  how  we  shall  proae- 
iDte  and  Bnpport  it. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  been  nnitbrmlf,  and  in 
nindple,  opiioaed  to  this  war,  and  <x  oonrse 
ipposed  to  all  the  measnres  connected  with  it ; 
hat,  in  his  opinion,  this  war  was  both  politi- 
aBj  and  morBll?  wrong;  that  it  was  declared 
vi^oDt  enitable  preparation,  without  necesaitj, 
fitboat  an  arm;,  withont  adequate  reaonrcea, 
md  without  nnanimity ;  it  has  been  proseonted 
without  sneceta;  we  nave  also  (rained  nothing 
int  loM,  defeat,  and  disgrace;  the  people  are 
darmed  at  the  loss  of  their  peace,  distressed 
rtth  the  Anits  of  the  war,  and  have  serious  ap~ 
■rebecnons  of  what  ma;  be  the  fiitore  measures 
rf'  Oongresa  on  thia  snbjeet. 

Sir,  continued  Hr.  B.,  this  war  is  of  an  of- 
hndye  oharaoter ;  it  is  a  war  of  conqnest,  Uh- 
all;  ineonsiBtent  with  the  spirit  and  genine  of 
or  oODBtJtati(Hi,  and,  if  proeeented  in  the  pres- 
et divided  state  of  the  conotry,  I  fleer  it  may 
le  flttal  to  our  meet  Talnable  institutions.  Re- 
inbKcs,  sii:  ought  never  to  .i>e  engaged  in  a 
imign,  offensiTe  war ;  thej  are  caknlated  onlj 
or  defen^Te  war. 

Bir,  there  is  something  noaooonntable,  that 
he  dispoMtion  to  proeecnto  thia  war  ehgold  in- 
Tease,  as  tbe  oooaee  of  tbe  war  decrease,  and 
he  means  and  ability  to  carry  it  on  lesflen. 
[he  war  which  we  now  have  on  hand  is  predl- 
loted  principallj  on  tbe  Orders  in  Ooonoil. 
rUe  impressment  of  seamen,  during  the  last 
esnon  of  CoogrHB,  was  considered  of  minor 
mportoDce  and  aa  a  proper  subject  of  negotia- 
ion  between  the  two  nations,  and  was  so  oon- 
odered  in  tiie  days  of  Qeneral  Washington,  in 
boee  of  If  r.  J^m^fSL  and  why  not  now  by 
Hr.  Madison  t 

Sir,  tbe  Order*  in  ConncU  which  interfered 
nth  OUT  neatral  rights  are  revoked.  The  Preo- 
dqnt,  in  his  Meuage  at  the  commencement  of 
hk  see^n,  declared  the  fkct,  and  the  war  now 
eats  solely  on  the  sal^ect  of  impressment.  I 
lo  not  I^Ueve  that  the  prosecnting  of  this  war 
rill  have  a  tendcuoy  to  bring  abont  an  oraioa- 
ile  and  satisfitctory  a^jo't'nent  on  this  subject, 
ind  at  the  end  of  the  war,  If  It  ever  oeasea, 
Mi  qoeadon  of  impressment  most  be  settled  by 
reoty. 

Ky,  «t  this  time,  and  tmder  these  drGnm- 
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stanoee,  we  are  called  on  to  angroent  onr  stand- 
ing army  to  tbe  number  of  S5,000  regular  troops 
to  proseonte  the  war  with  vigor,  and,  as  £<mie 

say,  for  glory. 

Sir,  if  this  system  of  warfare  is  carried  into 
effect,  we  diall  nnavoidahlj  create  an  annn^ 
expense  of  forty  millions  of  dollars;  and  where 
is  your  money  to  defray  this  expense?  Why, 
yon  most  take  it  ikim  tbe  pockets  of  onr  con* 
stitoenta,  and  fh>in  thoee  who  are  opposed  to 
this  war;  and  if  yon  fail  of  obtaining  the  ne- 
cessary loans,  yon  mnst  stop  payment;  the  nn- 
tion  will  become  bankmpt,  and  ftitnre  genera- 
tions will  be  loaded  with  an  enormons  debt 

Bir,  oap  this  be  for  the  honor  and  interest  of 
the  American  people ;  can  it  be  for  tbe  satis- 
lootion  of  our  constituents;  are  they  in  lore 
with  this  wart  Are  they  prepared  to  barter 
away  their  pn^erty  ana  their  peace  for  the 
hazards  and  fUJgae  of  a  foreign  war,  which 
promises  nothing  bnt  poverty  and  distress  t  It 
u  Impoerible.  Sir,  it  is  laiii  that  we  are  now 
abont  to  make  one  snblime  military  effort, 
which  shell  do  honor  to  this  nation ;  that  with 
these  troops  we  are  to  take,  not  only  the  Cana- 
daa,  bnt  Halifax  and  Nova  Scotia,  and,  for 
anj^t  I  know,  East  Florida,  follow  np  the  Tip- 
peoanoe  expedition,  and  exterminate  the  In- 
dians. Hr.  Brsaid  that  he  never  had  known 
the  incipient  oanse  nor  by  what  authority  Qen- 
eral Euriaon  made  bis  incnrcion  into  the  wil- 
demces,  beyond  where  the  United  States  had 
extinguished  the  Indian  tiUes,  and  destroyed 
the  I^phet's  town,  bnt  sud  that  he  hoped  the 
time  wonld  come  when  he  ahoold  know  the 
merits  of  that  enterprise. 

Mr.  B.  said  if  the  frienda  of  this  hill  and  of 
the  wiir  could  accomplish  their  darling  object 
snbdne  and  take  poseession  of  the  Canadas,  and 
all  the  other  British  provinces  in  North  Ameri- 
ca, In  his  opinion  it  would  be  a  great  pnblia 
misfortnne— 4Btal  to  the  dvil  hberties  of  the 
eonntry,  and  change  the  character  of  onr  Gov- 
ernment. 

Sir,  eaii  Mr,  B.,  with  these  impressions  I  de- 

Srecate  the  taking  of  the  Canadas,  or  the  other 
riliah  provinoee,  as  I  do  the  loss  of  liberty  and 
the  rnin  of  this  eonntry.  This  war  cannot  be 
perpetuated  and  prosecnted  withont  violating 
the  laws  of  hnmanity  and  justice,  the  laws  lU 
religion  and  morality — and  these  laws  ai '  '    ' 


oonoems  of  men,  will  give  st 
onr  ann^  or  blast  onr  enterprise,  according  to 
ita  moral  oharacter.  If  the  Canadas  are  sab- 
dned  and  oonqoered,  it  mnst  be  done  by  force 
of  arms;  and  what  have  the  inhabitants  of  those 
provlBoea  been  guilty  o^  which  warrant  this 
Qoverninent  in  putting  them  to  the  sword  I 

Sir,  they  ore  now  inoffensive,  and  quietly 
pursuing  their  own  bnsineae;  they  are  content 
nnder  tbeir  own  Administration;  they  are  pro- 
tected by  their  own  Government,  and  are  not 
panting  for  the  llbertiee  of  thia  eonntry,  as  was 
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Tunlj  gapposed  the  but  aeoBOD,  nor  do  they  uk 
hb  to  relieve  them  ttma  the  oppreedon  of  Uieir 
own  GoTeinineiit,  which  General  Hull,  ii 
tender  mercj,  promised  them  in  hU  pompooi 
procUmadon,  on  the  condition  that  tbej  woold 
revolt  from  their  tigbtfol  Sovereign,  and  pat 
tiienuelves  under  Ait  gradous  protMtlon ;  nor 
were  thej  terrified  by  the  threat  of  extermina- 
tion,  if  fonod  flgJiting  In  their  own  defence  b; 
the  Bide  of  an  Indian ;  nor  were  thej  to  be  in- 
duced fKun  their  allt^ajtce  by  promiaes  which 
oould  not  tie  performed.  No,  air,  nor  do  thej 
aak  an;  favor  bpt  that  yon  ceaae  from  tron- 
hling.  Bir,  the;  will  not  sabmit,  and  they  have 
told  yon,  tnr  their  aetnal  remalanoe,  that  they 
will  defena  themMlvea,  their  council^  their 
fireside*,  their  wivei,  and  their  children,  their 


where  Is  yonr  anthoritT,  where  is  yom^  right 
to  ^  home,  invade,  and  break  into  a  fbreign 
terntoTT,  and  there  establish  *  slaughter-house 
for  the  brave  sons  of  America;  there  spill  yonr 
blood,  and  eipend  your  treasare,  destroy  dties, 
and  aemolish  houses,  plnnder  ttte  inhabltanta, 
and  waste  the  enbstanoe  of  the  indDstrioiia  and 


that  which  reason  aspi 

Hr.  B.  s^d  that  the  war  was  becoming  more 
and  more  aapopnlar  in  the  Eastern  States,  «sg^ 
cially  in  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  to 
represent ;  and  tbey  had,  in  their  late  deetiona, 
come  forth  and  declared  it  in  a  vcrice  and  lan- 
gaage  which  cannot  be  mism^derstood.  And 
whether  there  will  be  a  majority  in  the  next 
OongresB  In  &vor  of  this  war  was  uncertain — 
he  hoped  not. 

ICr.  RiDoxLT  said  he  claimed  the  patience  of 
the  HoDM  while  he  assigned  the  reasons  that 
wonld  inflnence  him  to  Tote  against  tbe  hill 
now  ander  ctmnderation.  He  oonsideTed  the 
force  contemplated  to  be  raised  by  the  bill  as 
nnnecessary.  The  present  Military  ErtabUsh- 
ment  of  the  United  States  consisted  4^  variona 
deeoriptioDS  of  troops;  they  were  the  rcfrnlar 
army,  the  rangers,  tne  volunteers,  and  the  mi- 
litia. The  rttolar  army  was  made  np  c^  the 
Peace  Establishment,  anthorised  by  the  acts  of 
tbe  16th  of  March,  180B,  and  the  ISth  of  April, 
,  1808,  containing  abont  10,000  men,  InoludlnK 
ofBoers,  and  of  the  "additional  militsiy  force, 
which  WHS  directed  to  be  r^sed  by  the  act  of 
the  11th  January,  181S;  these  different  estab- 
lishments were  moorporated  by  an  act  passed 
on  the  SSth  of  June  last:  and  the  present  regu- 
lar arm;  of  the  Duited  States,  as  aathorized  by 
law,  consisted  of  twenty-five  regiments  of  in- 
fhDti7,  three  regiments  of  artillery,  two  of  light 
dragoons,  one  of  riflemen,  and  one  of  li^t  ar- 
tillery, containing  in  all  abont  thirty-six  thou- 
sand men,  including  company  ofDceri  and  pri- 
TBtea;  of  these  the  President  might  have  not 
exceeding  fifteen  thonsand  enlisted  for  eighteen 
months,  and  the  residue  enllrted  for  five  yean, 
nnless  so<Hier  dlsoliarged.    Of  the  rangers,  there 


uary,  auu 

handred  mu.  By  the  act  of  tbe  6th  Febravy 
last,  the  President  was  anthorised  to  accept  it 
any  company  or  companies  of  Tolnntcov,  etth« 
of  artillery,  cavalry,  or  infhntry,  who  mi^ 
offer  their  services  to  the  number  of  Hcj  tlioB- 
ssnd  men ;  their  commlsdooed  officers  were  te 
be  appointed  in  the  manner  prescribed  \ij  law 
in  the  several  States  uid  Teirittwies  to  which 
tliey  might  respectively  belong,  and  tJiey  eonU 
only,  aMording  to  the  &ir  oonstnictioa  irf  this 
act,  be  considered  as  militia,  liable  to  be  caBed 
on  to  do  military  duty  at  any  time^wltliiii  two 

5 ears  after  they  were  accepted  b^  the  Pres- 
ent, and  bound  to  contlnne  In  service  one  year 
after  arriving  at  the  place  of  rcndesvona.  Bf 
tbe  law  of  the  eth  of  Joly  la^  the  PresdcsEt 
was  empowered  to  ^>point  and  commission  ths 
officers  of  the  volant«ers  who  had  or  shcold 
offer  their  services,  and  to  form  them  into  bat- 
talions, aqnadrona,  &o^  and  they  were  thos  eco- 
verted  trvta  militia  into  a  species  of  regular 
f6roe.  By  the  aot  of  the  10th  of  April  lart,  tht 
Preaident  was  anthoriMd  to  call  od  tbe  sevcnl 
Slates  and  Territoriee  for  th«r  respective  pro- 
p(Htl<H)H  of  a  detachment  of  tne  handred  thos- 
sand  militia;  and  the  call  has  been  made,  I 
believe,  on  every  State  and  Territory.  T^ 
present  military  force,  then,  of  the  United 
States,  as  anthoriaed  by  existing  laws,  ccfwts 
of  npward  of  one  handred  and  Mgbty-six  tfaoe- 
sana  men,  all  <A  whom,  when  in  service,  are 
eol^jeot  to  the  ndes  and  articles  of  war.  Of 
these,  the  militia  can  only  be  nsed  in  the  pross- 
CDtion  of  thb  war  fi>r  defensive  pDrpoaes;  tbs 
regalars  and  the  Tolnnteera  may  be  ordored  to 


men ;  and  if  Oauada  be  as  weak  and  badly  de- 
fended as  gentlemen  seem  to  suppose,  and  the 
listratioa  shoold  persist  in  thmr  dcAei^ 


minatlon  to  oonqoer  it,  they  ahonid,  I  thin^ 
be  sotlsfled  with  sneh  a  ianv  to  obtain  an  ob- 
ject ao  easily  attunaUe.  Bnt,  rir,  said  Mr.  B., 
onr  present  Milltai?  Establishment  is  certunly 
snfficient  for  all  purpoaes  of  defence;  and  I  wish 
to  see  no  land  forces  ndsed  for  any  other  pnr- 
poae.  I  have  no  hoatatitm  in  dec^ring  thati 
shoald  lament  to  see  Canada  or  any  ol  the 
Brilaeh  provinces  on  this  continent  in  oor  pos- 
session, or  forming  a  part  of  the  American  Be- 
pnblio.  They  will  never  he  worth,  to  this  na- 
tion, in  any  point  of  view,  tbe  blooid  and  treas- 
ure that  their  acquisition  will  cost  ns.  It  hM 
been  said  by  the  honorable  chairman  <rf  ths 
Oomnuttee  on  Military  Affairs,  that  there  see 
Oooada  twelve  tfaoosand  regnlar  troops 
and  that  the  militia  amonnt  to  nx  tboasand. 
To  any  thing  that  gentleman  sbonid  say,  as 
matter  of  fact  within  his  own  knowlei^  I 
should  give  the  meet  implicit  oredit.  Bnt  his 
estimate  of  the  militia  of  Oonada  most  be  too 
low.  His  Bonrees  of  information  on  this  pdst 
mnst  have  been  IncorreoL  Tbe  popolatku  ^ 
Canada  (and  when  I  a^ttk  of  Canada,  I  mean 
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both  Upper  and  Lower  Canada)  haa  been  vari- 
odsIt  stated,  from  three  to  five  hoDdred  thon- 
Mod  aonli ;  aecording  to  do  aoooont,  I  believe, 
un  it  be  lev  than  Uiree  hundred  tboasand; 
snd,  I  preraooe,  no  gentleman  on  thia  floor  will 
laj  that  eatini«t«  is  too  high.  Take,  then,  the 
popnlatioB  of  Canada  to  be  800,000  bodIb  ;     ' 


u  a  guide  for  our  calcnlatioa;  acoordiog  to  the 
gensuB  of  1810,  the  popnlstion  of  that  State  is 
M,3&6,  and  its  militia,  'hj  the  retara  fbr  the 
nme  year,  88,740,  and  the  militia  bean  aboot 
the  Mme  profUrtion  to  the  population  in  the 
States,  geoerall;,  as  it  does  in  thia  Slate.  I^ 
then,  the  militia  of  Jersey,  with  ita  popolatioB, 
■mounts  to  near  thirty-four  tboasand,  we  may, 
I  think,  witbont  dai^er  of  oontradiclion,  eat]* 


to  thMe  add  the  twelve  tboasand  regnlar  troops, 
■ad,  in  all  probability,  before  we  can  act  ofTea- 
Nvdy  aghast  them  in  the  Bpring,  the  somber 
of  these  treops  will  be  greatly  increased,  and 
they  may  have  an  eflioient  force  of  about  fifty 
tboDaand  men  to  oppose  an  invading  army.  It 
ought  to  be  recollected,  alao,  that  a  ganerons 
people,  contending  in  their  own  defence,  are 
actoated  by  far  dificrent  and  more  worthy  mo- 
ti*es  than  an  army  of  soldien  can  be  who  at- 
tempt their  sol^DgaUon.  The  Cana^ana  will 
ooDlend  for  their  homes,  their  wives,  tbeir 
ehildren;  for  every  thing  that  oan  or  that 
eoght  to  be  dear  to  the  human  heart  Tbey 
wiU  be  excited  in  such  a  cause  to  the  boMeat 
deeds.  Instead  of  b^tora,  we  shall  find  them 
troe  to  their  conntry  and  tbemselvea,  and  able 
and  ready  to  esert  all  their  ener^ea  in  their 
own  defence.  If  we  ooaquer  them,  it  must  be 
by  great  exertions,  and  witb  immense  lose.  To 
SDMna  a  people  acting  under  the  impulse  of 
sncb  conuderations  as  will  operate  on  them, 
will  require  a  fbroe  at  least  double  to  that 
which  they  can  oppose  to  us.  Bnt  can  any 
man  inugine  that,  If  we  Invade  tbe  Brlti^ 
ocdoniea,  the  war  will  be  there  t  Will  the  pride 
(S  Britain,  powerful  as  she  is  at  sea,  and  ready 
at  any  moment  to  meet  eveiT  eme^eacy,  pw- 
mlt  ber  tamely  to  look  on  and  see  her  provinc«B 
wrested  from  her,  wUhoot  exerting  herself  with 
all  ber  energiea  for  their  secnrity  t  'Will  she 
make  no  diversions  in  tbeir  favor  t  Will  she 
snfbr  DB  to  carry  the  war  Into  her  territories, 
and  not  retort  upon  at  (  Does  an  unsTotected 
■MooBst  of  two  thonsand  mike  afibra  her  no 
<qiportuiiities  of  attacking  net  Do  our  rich 
ana  flonrishing  citie&  exposed  without  defence 
w  the  seaboard,  to  the  cannon  of  ber  ships  of 
war,  famish  her  with  no  objects  worthy  ber 
attantjon  %  Will  the  city  of  New  York,  laid  in 
ashes,  atone  for  the  invadon  of  Canada;  or, 
will  the  aoquisillon  of  Canada  compensato  to 
Di  fbr  the  loss  of  New  York  t  Sir,  sud  Mr.  R., 
ten  Canada!,  ten  lime*  told,  would  not  be  worth 
to  this  nation  that  sin^e  city. 
Bat  of  what  value  woold  these  provinces  be 


to  us,  if  tbey  could  be  easily  Boanired  t    Shall 

we,  by  their  conqnest,  obtain  the  objects  for 

which  this  war  is  waged!  Shall  we  thereby 
secure  our  commercial  rights  t    Not  at  all,  sir. 

On  the  other  band,  if  (be  British  Government 
wonld  oSer  them  to  us,  it  would  be  our  true 
pdic;  to  refbse  to  accept  them.  It  !s  known 
to  everybody  that  the  population  of  several  of 
the  Eastern  Statee  is  now  fall,  and  that  great 
numlwrs  of  tlieir  citizens  are  constantly  emi- 
grating. The  direction  this  emigration  takea, 
It  b  auo  well  known,  is  South  and  West.  This 
BorplOB  of  population  of  the  Eastern  States  set- 
tles OD  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  and  MissiBsiopi, 
and  carries  with  it  its  Eastern  habits,  and.  if 
yoD  please,  its  Eastern  pr^udicee.  They  oe- 
oome  connected  and  united  with  the  people  of 
the  Booth  and  West.  This  nnion  and  inter- 
conrse  will  tend  to  render  as  the  brothers  of 
one  &mily  the  citizens  of  this  extended  Empire. 
The  pr^ndices  of  tbe  Sonth  agunst  the  North, 
and  the  North  against  tbe  South,  are  weakened 
daily  and  will  b«  deatntyed.  Tbe  eonrse  this 
emigration  takes  !s  Just  as  it  should  be.  Tbe 
correnta  flow  flrom  the  extremities  into  tbe 
centre  of  tbe  country.  Tbe  operatiun  la  most 
benefloial  to  the  nation,  and  tends  constantly  to 
strenKthen  and  cement  tbe  union  of  tlie  States, 
Bnt  if  tbe  BriUsb  provinces  should  be  conquer- 
ed and  become  incorporated  Into  the  KepoDlIc, 
the  direction  of  tbe  emigration  from  tbe  North- 
ern and  Eastern  States  will  be  at  once  changed. 
It  will  take  a  North  iustead  of  a  South  oourae. 
It  will  go  Just  where  it  onght  not  to  go.  The 
strength  of  tbe  nation,  already  t«o  much  scat- 
tered, will  be  still  more  weakened  by  a  ^irtlier 
expansion  of  its  territory  and  population.  The 
Northern  and  Eastern  States,  at  present  po»- 

'ip  more  tiian  their  proper  proportion  of 

t£,  population,  and  strength,  and  having 
diflereat  habitik  puranlta,  and  interests,  from 
tbe  Middle  ana  Southern  States,  will,  by  tbe 
addition  of  these  provinces,  and  the  settlement 

*  their  surplus  of  population  in  th^n,  acquire 

weight  and  inflnenoe  that  tbia  Union  cannot 

oontru.    It  will  exist  only  at  their  pleasnre, 

id,  in  a  few  yeani,  tbe  deBtmclion  of  mis  Gov* 
ernment  and  a  separation  of  tbe  States  will  be 
the  inevitable  oonaeqnenoe. 
Mr.  FiTxra  rose  and  said : — Before,  Mr.  Speak- 

r,  we  give  onr  sanction  to  tbia  bill ;  before  we 
agree  to  odd  so  lane  a  force  to  our  present 
armv,  making  tbe  whole  number  fifly-flve  thon- 
sand men.  Is  It  not  a  duty  we  owe  to  oaradvet 
and  to  our  constitaents,  seriously  to  inquire  Into 
the  policy,  into  the  necessity  of  the  measure,  aa 
well  as  into  the  present  state  of  onr  relations 
with  that  nation  agamst  which  we  have  de- 
clared war  I  Almost  at  the  very  instant  when 
Congress  declared  war  against  Great  Britain, 
tbe  Orders  in  Ckinncil,  and  the  blockade  of  Itay, 
1806,  tbe  moet  prominent  caoaea  of  the  war, 
were  removed.  I  have  always,  sir,  oontfdered 
the  Orders  in  Cooacil  as  tbe  greatest  obstacle 
to  tbe  restoration  of  harmony  and  ttbb  Inter- 
course between  the  two  oonntrles.    Had  tbia 
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obstacle  been  removed  before  tbe  declarftdon 
of  war,  no  one  oan  b«)Ieve  Uiftt  th«  Eiecntlre 
would  have  recommended,  or  that  a  m^<Hitj 
in  either  House  of  Oongresa  would  have  adopt- 
ed a  meaaura  idwaya  franght  with  eyile  in  all 
govern TDeate,  and  which,  in  a  GoTemment  like 
oars,  oaght  never  to  be  resorted  to  bnt  in  the 
lait  extremity.  I  cannot  believe  that  the  Prea- 
dent,  in  that  cose,  would  have  recommended  it, 
when,  on  tbe  Seth  of  Jnly,  1811,  tbrooi^  tbe 
Secretary  of  State,  be  informed  the  Britbh 
.  Minister  that,  on  tbe  rerocation  of  the  Orders 
in  Conncll,  the  non-imporUUon  law  would  be 
removed,  and,  of  consequence,  commercial  in- 
terconrso  would  be  restored  between  tb«  two 
nations.  It  woald  be  strange,  indeed,  if  tbe 
PreBident  shonld,  in  one  moment,  restore  a  ft«e 
interconrse  between  the  two  coontriea,  and,  in 
the  next,  recommend  to  Googreea  a  d«claratioa 
of  war,  solely  on  acconnt  of  another  topic  re- 
maining in  dispnte.  And,  in  case  snch  rwcm- 
mendation  had  been  made,  if  any  confldenoe  is 
to  be  placed  in  the  declared  opinions  of  gentle- 
men, many  who  voted  for  the  war  wonM  not, 
under  snch  circimietaDoes,  have  given  it  their 
snpport.  Unfortanately  for  the  country,  the 
President  did  not  etdbraee  tlie  opportunity, 
presented  by  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Conn- 
cU,  to  remove  th€  non-importation  law,  and 
thereby  smooth  the  way  for  a  complete  restora- 
tion of  harmony  between  Oreat  Briton  and  the 
United  StaUa.  Sir,  this  wonid  have  been  done, 
and  tbe  remaining  sabject  of  dUpnte  been  left 
in  the  same  ritaation  as  before  ue  dedaration 
of  war,  to  be  ai^nsted  by  amicable  arrange- 
menta.  But,  sir,  as  this  was  not  done,  it  re- 
mains for  us,  it  remains  for  the  people  of  tbe 
United  States,  to  determine  whether  they  will 
encoanter  all  tbe  evils,  all  the  calamities  of 
war;  whether  they  will  sacrifice  tbe  fairest 
prospects,  and  tbe  best  interesla  of  this  rising 
conntry,  on  the  point  now  in  dispute  with 
Great  Britain. 

In  the  few  remarks  I  shall  submit  to  yon,  sir, 
and  to  the  House,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  go 
into  the  consideration  of  all  the  original  avowed 
caasea  of  the  war ;  bat  to  oonflne  myself  to  tbe 
new  aspect  of  affairs,  presented  to  ns  since  the 
declaration  of  war  by  the  remoral  of  tbe  Orders 
in  Conncil  and  blockades. 

On  the  subject  of  impressmenta,  for  which 
alone  the  war  is  now  to  be  continued,  what,  let 
me  ask,  is  the  principle  for  which  our  Govern- 
ment contends?  It  is  this,  air;  that  the  flag  of 
the  merchant  vessel  shall  cover  ail  who  sail 
imder  it ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  onr  flag  shall 
protect  all  tbe  foreigners  onr  merchants  may 
think  proper  to  employ  in  their  service,  whether 
naturalized  or  not.  Before  we  raise  immenee 
armies,  before  we  sacrifice  any  more  of  tbe 
lives  of  American  citiiens,  let  na  inquire — 

1st.  Whether  the  principle,  if  gelded  to  m 
to-morrow,  wootd  benefit  onr  native  seamen,  or 
would  promote  the  real  permanent  interests  of 
their  country. 

Sd.  Whetner  then  b  a  probabifity  of  obtatn- 


ing  a  feoognitlon  of  this  principle  by  a  o 
anoe  of  tM  war. 

The  foTtigners  employed  tn  onr  Htntw  sr« 
thoee  who  have  not  been  naturalised,  and  tboM 
who  have  taken  tbe  benefit  of  om-  natnrmE^ 
tion  taws.  The  fbrmer  cansdtate  nearly  tba 
whole:  the  latter  class  is  very  ineoondenfale: 
The  foreigners  of  the  first  deseription,  of  eonrn, 
were  in  competition  with  onr  native  seamcB, 
and  either  exclude  them  from  employoieiit,  w 
lessen  the  rats  of  their  wages.  In  this  way, 
then,  tbe  employment  c4  foreign  aeanmi  b  sb 
ir^fory  to  onr  native  seamen ;  and,  in  a  natioaal 
point  of  view,  it  may  well  be  qnesdooed,  wbetbs 
their  employment  sobserves  tbe  pemunrait  and 
solid  interest  of  tbe  country. 

Is  it  not,  sir,  of  the  first  importance  to  bb,  m 
a  oommerci&l  and  maritime  nation,  especially 
when  it  may  be  engaged  in  a  war  with  at  great 
naval  power,  to  be  able  to  have  a  soAelait 
nmnber  of  native  seamen  employed  in  onr  ser- 
vice t  Seamen,  who  shall  be  attached  by-  every 
tie  to  tliis  eoontry,  and  on  whom  we  CAn  de- 
pend for  its  defence  in  time  of  danger  f 

This,  mr,  it  is  presumed,  cannot  be  denied. 

so,  is  it  not  the  dictate  of  wisdom  «nd  of 
sound  policy  fi>r  ns  to  give  enconrageioeDt  t» 
our  natrve  seamen  in  preference  to  tlioee  at  any 
fbreign  oonntry  I 

The  ritiiati<Hi  in  which  we  now  are  provea' 
the  c 

Hie  poMtitai. 
Britain.  And,  at  tbe  very  time  when  tlus  war 
was  declared,  thousands  of  British  seamen  whs 
had  not  been  natnialized  In  tUs  conn^,  wn^ 
and  tbey  atiil  continue  in  our  emtJoyineBt. 
These  seamen  (I  am  speaking,  sir,  of  those  not 
natnraUzed^  are  now  claimed  as  British  sub- 
jects, and,  mdeed,  by  onr  own  laws,  are  aow 
oonsidered  as  alim  enemies.  Will  gestlemsa 
snffer  me  to  torn  their  attention  to  this  last 
bctl 

By  a  law  pa»ed  the  6th  of  July,  1798,  it  is 
enacted,  that  "whenever  there  sh^  be  s  de- 
clared war  between  the  United  Statea  and  any 
foreign  nation  or  Government,  Ac,  all  native^ 
citizens,  denisen^  or  Battels,  of  the  boetOe  n*- 
tion  or  Govwnment,  beuw  males  of  the  aige  «t 
fonrt«en  years  and  npwaroB^  who  ahatt  be  witb- 


jmJ,  shall  be  liable  to  be  apprehe 
ed,  secured,  and  removed,  at  olun  t 
Ong^t  we.  mr,  to  depend  upon  these  men  te 
man  our  fleets,  or  to  defend  our  ports  and  'btte- 
bors  f  So  (kr  as  foreigners  of  this  dcscriptiqa 
are  concerned,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  it 
is  not  for  the  interest  of  this  country  that  oar 
fiag  should  protect  them,  and  that  I  will  never 
consent  to  continue  this  war  tar  the  maialoa- ' 
anoe  of  this  prindple  no  their  aoooont.  It  s 
well  known,  sir,  that  not  only  Oreat  Britali^ 
bnt  thst  Franoe^  and  all  tbe  nsUons  ef  Earop^ 
elaim  ii  rt^  to  the  services  rf  all  their  sabjceM 
in  time  id  war.  In  the  exercise  <A  this  ngli^ 
the  history  of  £ur<^  shows  that,  at  the  oc  - 
'  -'  -Jmort  all  wvs,  [---' " 
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nr  TupectiTC  ooontriM.  During  the  preeent 
X  in  Europe^  this  has  been  d<me  by  Great 
ritain,  bj  France,  and  tbe  other  belligerent 
Dveia.  With  mpect  to  this  claim  of  alle- 
imoe,  it  is  oot  my  intention  to  enter  into  the 
isenanon  whether,  in  the  abstract,  it  is  well  or 

I  foDDded.  Thtg  would  lend  me  too  far  uid 
'otdd  t«id  to  DO  practical  good.  I  will,  now- 
rtf,  obaerve,  that  it  ii  a  right,  a  olum,  which 
M  been  long  eierdsed  in'Enrope,  and  has 
tea  aaoctioDed  and  aoknowledged  bj  the  moet 
ble  and  distingnished  European  wTfters  on 
oblic  law. 

Vitfa  respeot  to  foreignera,  who  have  been 
UoriliEed  tmder  oor  laws,  the  qneetdon  la  of 

DVre  disti\)ot  natnre,  and  preaenta  greater 
ifflonldea.  We  ought,  nndosbtedlT,  to  fnlfill 
U  oor  obUgatioDs  towarda  them^  What  these 
bllgttions  are,  and  how  fitr  they  extend,  are 
oaelionB  about  whioh  a  diverElty  of  sentiment 
1^  prevwl. — While  they  remun  within  onr 
nitories.  and  within  our  ezfilnaiTe  Jnriadiction, 
liey  are  uiiBlded  by  the  general  principle,  that 

II  within  OUT  dorainioD  &nd  exolnsive  lansdio- 
loe,  are,  of  ooorae,  protected  against  ah  daiiDS 
rhaterer,  and  never  to  be  molested  in  any  way 
rithout  our  consent.  But,  air,  when  they  go 
rithont  aui  territwies,  and  beyond  oar  ezclaaive 
niadkdon,  and  come  within  the  sphere  of  the 
laim  of  their  former  OovemmNit,  the  opinion 
f  tbe  best  writere  on  pablio  law  seems  to  be, 
hat  the  obligation  of  tne  country,  nnder  whose 
ivi  they  have  been  natnnlixed,  does  not  ex- 
and  to  guaranty  them  against  such  claims, 
nlen  their  aUe^anoe  was  changed  with  the 
MMnt  of  tiieir  tbrmer  Qofenunent.  Bnt,  sir, 
whatever  speonlotive  opinions  may  be  enter- 
■ined  on  this  subject,  tne  number  of  natural' 
Md  seamen  is  so  small,  that  few,  if  any,  cob 
«  of  opinion  that  we  ought  to  have  declared 
rar,  or  that  we  ought  to  ooutinne  it  on  their 
eooimt  alone.  The  whole  number  of  seamen 
Moralized  from  1790  to  1810,  m  appears  by 
be  retoms  made  to  the  Department  of  State, 
I  1,8S3.  This  Indades  those  of  aU  nationa. 
VhM  ^DiKHlion  of  these  were  British,  or  how 
uny  of  uiem  are  now  in  onr  sHrice,  it  is  im- 
nanUe to  determine.  Ipreeome,  however,  the 
lunber  of  notnraliMd  BiitJah  seamMi  now  in 
Kir  vnploy  does  not  exceed  two  or  three  hnn- 
Ired.    Khali  we,  sir,  oontinDe  the  war  fbr  theae 

I  am  aware,  nr,  that  with  respect  to  impress- 
Dent  from  onr  merchant  vessels,  abases  have 
>4ip«aied,  that  althongh  the  riRfat  of  taking 
Unnioaa  citizens  is  not  cltdmecL  the  Briti^ 
■onmandere  have  not  been  gcmpalous  whether 
h(7  took  British  snl^ecta  or  American  oitiiena. 
Hr,  Qime  abuses  I  never  can,  and  I  never  will 
nttify.     I  am  satisfied,  howevw,  that  they 


I  ask,  if  we  have  not  really 
ntended  to  protect  foreign  seamen  under  our 
lag,  if  we  have  not  been  guilty  (rf  gross  neg- 
Tou  IT.— « 


[H.  or  K. 

ligenae,to  say  tbe  least  of  K,  towards  our  native 
seamen  t  whether,  by  our  laws,  and  the  prac- 
tioeunder  them,  wehsTeeflbrded  them  all  that   . 
protection  and   eecnri^  to  whioh    they    are 
entitled! 

In  1796,  Oongrese  passed  an  act  for  the  relief 
and  protection  of  American  seamen.  By  this 
act,  the  collectors  of  tiie  several  porta  were 
directed,  on  application,  to  enter  the  names  of 
seamen,  being  oitixens  of  the  United  States,  to 
grant  them  certiflcates,  in  a  form  given  In  the 
act.  In  this  certificate,  the  collector  is  to  de-  ■ 
scribe  the  person  of  the  applicant:  also,  to 
declare  that,  on  proof  produced  to  him  agree- 
able to  die  act,  the  seaman  U  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

It  is  not  a  little  ringnlar  that,  altboash  the 

{iroof  of  dtisenship  to  be  produced  to  the  col- 
eotor  mnst  be  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  tbe 
act,  the  act  itsdf  nowhere  directs  what  that 
proof  mnst  be.  Every  collector,  therefore,  has, 
under  this  act,  need  his  own  discretion,  or  has 
pnrsned  snoh  direotiona  as  he  may  have  received 
from  tiio  Govemraent  as  to  the  kind  of  proof. 
What,  sir,  has  been  the  praotloe  under  this  law  } 
Have  those  oertiflcatea,  or  protections,  as  they 
are  commonly  called,  been  oon:^ned  to  bcnaflde 
American  citizenst  No,  sir;  we  cannot,  we 
onght  not,  to  shot  onr  eyes  against  facts  too 
Dotorions  to  be  concealed  or  denied.  Under 
this  act,  made  expressly  for  the  protection  of 
American  seamen,  every  foreign  seaman,  almost, 
at  the  moment  of  setting  his  feet  on  oar  shores, 
has  obtuned  a  o«rli£oate  from  some  ooUeotor, 
th^  he  is  a  cititen  of  the  UniC«d  States ;  and, 
with  this  certificate  in  his  pocket,  although 
perhaps  a  deserter  from  his  own  Government, 
ne  enters  a  pnblic  or  private  vessel,  as  an  Amer- 
ican seaman.  The  mode  of  obtaining  proof 
of  citizenship  is  well  nnderstood.  Amons 
other  modes,  some  of  which  are  too  disgracefu 
to  be  mentioned  in  this  place,  those  foreign 
seamen  will  go  before  a  ma^trate,  and,  al- 
though hardly  able  to  speak  Uie  EngUsh  lan- 
guage intelligibly,  will  swear,  for  each  other, 
that  th^  were  bom  within  the  United  States, 
and  are  American  citizens.  On  such  nroof,  a 
proof  of  this  sort,  tbe  collector  issues  his  oer- 
tifloate. 

It  will  be  recollected,  sir,  that  this  subject  wea 
brought  before  this  Honse  dnring  the  laat  ses- 
sion, in  a  case  from  Philadelphia,  when  a  oer- 
tifloate  of  this  kind  was  obt^ed  by  the  most 
flagrant  and  avowed  act  of  peijury  on  the  part 
of  a  foreigner  who  had  Just  arrived  In  this 
oonntry.  It  was  fonnd.  on  Inquiry,  that  thera 
was  no  law,  either  of  Pennsylvania  or  of  the 
United  States,  to  punish  the  man  for  this  act  ol 
folse  swearing.  Not  only  have  these  protec- 
tions been  thus  obtained  by  fraud  and  peijnry, 
but  they  have  also,  long  since,  been  an  object 
of  barter;  thev  have  been  bonght  and  sold, 
and  transferred  from  one  to  another^  not  only 
bi  this  country,  but  in  foreign  oonntnes. 

To  show  the  extent  of  this  tratBc  in  seamen's 
proteotiona,  permit  me  to  state  some  bets,  of 


,L-ooglc 


ABBIDGHENT  OP  THB 


a.  or  K.] 


AddUeital  IfiUmf  Faret. 


[3iMv.tmr,  int. 

ere  the  eipeotatiwu  of  that  tinM,  thit  I 
did  not  accord  with  th«m.  TboM  enttetaikni 
faave  Dot  been  raalized ;  hut,  lastMA  tboM^ 
we  h&ve  DMl  witik  du^qioiiitmcBts  and  niAip- 
tnoe*.  I  thought  that  viewing  the  eiron  tt 
the  past  was  the  moot  oertain  way  to  avoid  tb 
futare ;  sod  I  am  not  at  tbia  time  HBiiblt  ef 
that  being  eiroaeoiu. 

Mr,  Speaker,  I  am  an  old  taaa,  and  not  in  tbt 
habit  of  public  ipealung;  and  if  I  have  not  the 
fkoultT  of  oompoaiug  ray  argnmenla  in  m  Ha> 
neoteo  a  form  aa  a  Uwjer'a  special  pleadingi,  1 
hi^  the  Honee  will  ezouee  me,  and  grant  m 
their  indulgence  to  do  it  in  sach  IbnB  aa  aj 
capacity  will  admit  oC 

p*he  Bprazn  obaenred  that  it  was  anplNt' 
ant  to  the  Chair  tbti  the  gentleman  «boiud  ^ 
dulse  in  nidi  remarks ;  h«  bdd  c«rtainlj  n* 
wiah  not  to  give  folllatitDde  to  debate,  ib.i. 
aaid  be  atowl'  ootreoted,  and  was  allowed  to 
proceed.] 

Then,  i£r.  Bpeaker,  I  object,  b«csaae,  in  b^ 
opinion,  it  is  not  ctdcolated  to  prodocetbeda- 
aired  anfect,  or  that  which  ia  intended  b;  it: 
tliBt  ia,  to  ruae  a  force  competent  to  tbe  eot- 
qaeat  <^  the  Canadaa  in  the  given  time.  I  wil 
aak  bow  many  regiments  70a  have  in  jubt  pm- 
ent  eatabliahmentl  Say  thirty-five,  and  jm 
add  twenty,  making  together  fifty-five:  vtial 
OM  is  there  in  mnltiplving  re^m«ats  withorf 
men  I  The  Ch^rman  did  state  that  flvmpn- 
denti^  motiTes,  he  hod  thon^t  it  ineiptmat 
to  ^«e  the  number  now  actaaUy  in  terrieit  or 
enlisted  by  Qie  present  eatabli^moit.  Kr,  it 
ia  not  my  wish  to  go  into  a  strict  inqnir;;  th  , 
regard  1  have  for  the  honor  of  my  countrj 
Affbida  me ;  but  I  will  aappoae  seventeen  tboB- 
aand,  and,  I  believe,  that  ia  large ;  then  then  ii 
left  officers  for  eighteen  thooaand  men.  An 
theae  not  anfficient  fur  the  recmiting  aetriwf 
to  engage  every  man  who  ia  wiUing  to  serve  bi> 
ooontry  I  to  plaoe  a  recraiting  officer  in  alnorf 
every  town  and  village  in  the  United  Slalat 
They  are ;  and,  therefore,  jon  ooght  not  la 
create  an  nnneceaaary  ad^tion.  If  the  prv- 
ent  eatctbliahmentisDot  full,  wliat  iatheieaNBt 
Either  that  the  pay  and  bounty  are  not  aoS- 
cient  inducements,  or  there  is  a  dialike  to  tb 
service ;  yoor  neating  more  re^menta  wiQ  aot 
remove  that  difficulty.  I  am  agaiust  the  toll, 
because  the  term  of  aervice  is  too  short  U 
answer  any  valuable  porpoae.  Suppose  thw 
intMkded  to  operate  aa  a  force  agwnat  Ciaadt. 
Let  OS  see  how  that  will  answer  the  pnipaae: 
Yoo  aeud  out  toot  wonanta  to  oonunenoa  tin 
enliatment  of  the  propoeed  troopa  at  this  tern; 
bow  long  a  time,  ia  it  contemplated,  wiQ  ta 
neoeeaary  for  their  enlistment  f  Ky  opinioo  i^ 
that  you  will  not  have  than  half  fidl  in  fiiar 
months;  itia  then  time  to  take  the  fldd,a>d 
thej  are  than  raw  troopa.  The  boDontile 
Chairman  (Mr.  D.  R.  Vnuins)  states  to  j^ 
the  number  of  troopa  neoesaary  for  itiiadf* 
operations,  aooordlu^  to  Us  ealoulalkm,  to  I* 
tea  tboDBBiid ;  dadnmlng  that  nomber  Avb  (k 
present  estatdiahment,  snppo^og  it  (0  be  M 


which  1  have  no  donbt,  knowing  the  soorce 
from  whence  1  hare  derived  them.  An  Amer- 
kan  captain  having  a  ship  in  Briatol,  in  England, 
without  a  crew,  he  applied  to  a  man  who  kept 
a  board ing-hoDse  for  sailors,  to  procure  a  crew 
of  American  sailors  in  port ;  he  ahowed  him 
a  great  number  of  Aiuerioan  protecti<»u,  which 
be  agreed  to  sell  hiui-for  two  guineas  each, 
and  with  the  aid  of  these  to  procure  him  a  crew. 
By  high  wages,  and  by  sailing  these  protectiiHis 
to  tbe  descriptioQ  of  British  aailora,  be  procured 
.  thla  oai>tain  his  ship's  crew;  not  only  so,  but 
whan  iLe  ship  was  about  to  a^  and  it  was 
doubiful  whether  thosewbohadengsged  for  the 
voyage  would  actually  go  on  board,  this  man 
actually  procured  some  of  a  prees  gang  to  take 
them  aa  Amerioan  sailors,  who  had  deserted 
from  their  ships,  and  put  them  on  board.  When 
we  ourselves  place  no  ooufidenoe  in  theae  oer- 
tjflcatee,  when  we  know  that  they  are  tbua 
obtained  by  fraud  and  peijury,  can  we  expect 
that  foreign  nations  will  give  credit  to  QiemC 
Instead  of  being  a  shield  uid  protection  to  the 
real  American  aoiloi^  they  have  become  a  dan- 
gerous weapon  of  oSence. 

Ifiur,  it  is  not  for  the  permanent  Intereat  of 
the  United  Stat^  to  employ  so  many  trannent 
foreign  seamen,  we  ought  long  since,  not  only  to 
have  refused  these  false  protections,  but  to  have 
passed  laws  for  the  enooura^emwit  of  on  native 
srnmi'n.  similar  to  those  which  have  been  adopt- 
ed in  commercial  oountriea,  and  are  commonly 
called  navigation  acta.  This  would,  in  aotne 
measure,  ba?e  relieved  ua  from  the  evils  which 
we  now  experience.  La  consequence  of  the  em- 
ployment of  ao  many  foreign  seamen. 

TrssDAT,  January  6. 
.  Additional  Military  F^ret. 

The  House  resomed  tbe  order  of  the  day  on 
Uie  bill  fur  rai^ng  an  additional  military  force 
of  S0,000  men  fur  one  year,  the  g^nestion  being 
on  the  passage  of  tbe  bill  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Born.— Mr,  Speaker:  It  is  with  great 
^ffidenoe  that  1  address  the  Chair,  When  the 
bill  now  before  llie  Ilousa  was  under  diaons- 
don  on  Saturday  last ;  that  ia^  the  then  pro- 
posed amendment  to  insert  eighteen  montha, 
tnatead  of  one  year,  I  was  offering  my  reasons 
why  I  thongbt  that  that  amendment  oo^t  to 
pr«vul;  when,  unfortunately  for  me,  I  was 
eODwdered  as  taking  too  great  a  latitude,  and 
.prevented  from  conneoting  my  remarks.  As 
there  is  little  diSerence.  in  point  <tf  principle, 
as  Uie  bill  then  was  and  now  is,  I  embrace  this 
opportunity  to  make  up  that  deficiency,  and 
vitl  now  Uke  care  to  stick  as  dose  as  poasibla 
to  the  text. 

Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  paasing  the  bill  to  a  third 
.reading,  because  I  believe  it  to  be  altogedier  in- 
adequate to  the  parpoae  intended  to  be  aoccm- 
Ssbed  by  it.  bir,  when  I  last  addressed  the 
air,  I  Uien  took  a  retroapeotiva  view  of  our 
paat  ei^ectations,  plaus,  and  proposition^  from 
■rhkb  we  axpeoted  to  derive  great  advantages. 


Sochu 
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It  is  not  for  m«  to  uj  how  for  the  preseot 
catablishmeiit  b  short  of  the  whole  oambar,  or 
wiU  bo  at  that  time ;  hnt  we  know  that  it  is  f&r 
Rhort ;  we  do  not  know  that  it  can  be  filled,  and 
if  it  coDDOt,  then  those  oalonl&titMia  are  flctitjons. 
He  also  states  to  jon  that  the  regolar  force  in 
~       '  Dt  to  be  estimated  at  less  than 
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B17  viewi,  JOD  cannot  enter  Canada  the  next 
fSKinpaigii  with  man  for  man ;  and  nirel;  that 
is  not  mfficieot  for  oonqneet  in  an  enemy's 
ootmtry.     But  I  will  nppoaa  that  joa  conquer 


time  of  enhstment  their  term  expires,  and  what 
becomes  of  yonr  oonqneet,  withoot  force  to 
keep  it,  snpponiiK  it  to  be  nuide  1  Bay  that  the 
offioers  will  be  callad  ioto  service  in  four  montha, 
and  there  is  some  of  the  men  eolisted  six  or 
eight  months  hence;  the  officers  mnet  serve 
Bntil  the  expirattoa  of  the  term  of  the  last  man 
engaged,  or  a  derangement  mnst  take  place — 
always  a  disagreeable  occnrrenoe  in  an  annj. 

Sir,  if  yon  have  not  numbers  snfficieDt  to 
bear  down  all  oppodtion,  invade  it  not :  act  on 
the  defeniive  until  70a  have  engaged  your  men, 
and  for  a  term  of  time  suffident  to  answer  jonr 

Sorpoee ;  then  may  yon  count  upon  Bitcoeea  and 
onor.  I  do  not  say  that  I  belieya  land  oon- 
^neats  will  produce  an  acknowledginent  of  our 
rights  on  the  ocean.  I  believe  it  will  not ;  but 
U^eas  70a  act  with  great  r^ulsrity,  system, 
and  economy,  yon  oannot  avoid  it;  you  must 
meet  with  nothing  hnt  diaappointmoiti  and 


It.  L^w  said  as  he  was  originally  mipOMd 
to  the  war,  and  the  preparatory  steps  which  led 
to  it,  he  could  notadmit  the  prindple,  tlal  b»- 
eaaie  tear  viat  daclartd  he  was  boQud  to  ac- 
qoieece,  and  lend  his  ^  to  promote  every  plan 
for  prosecuting  the  war  which  might  ba  pro- 
posed, however  wild  and  extravagant  the  same 
mi^bt  appew.  He  said  he  felt  it  a  duty,  and  he 
claimed  it  as  a  right,  (although  he  was  not  am- 
bitious very  often  to  exercise  the  right,^  to  offer 
objections  to  any  measores  which  mignt  be  ijk- 
triMuced,  if  he  sapposed  they  were  not  oalcn- 
lated  to  prodnoe  uie  effect  intended,  althongh 
he  mi^t  not  be  in  favor  of  the  oljeet  itsdf; 
or  if  he  believed  the  measure  proposed  would 
be  productive  of  real  evil.  Now,  sir,  on  this 
importaot  ocoadon  it  would  be  wise  for  a  mo- 
ment to  look  back,  aod  if  we  can  bear  the  pain 
of  retrospection,  consider  what  this  natJoo  once 
-was,  what  it  might  be,  and  what  it  in  fact  is. 
Time  was,  and  that  within  the  recollection  of 
113  all,  when  industry,  commerce,  prosperity, 
and  peace,  gladdened  the  hearts  of  this  once 
bappy  people,  and  the  use  of  arms  was  known 
onl^  as  a  pacinc  pastime.  The  nation,  like  some 
individuals,  could  not  bear  the  intoxicating  in- 
fluenoe  of  prosperity.  It  might  have  preserved 
its  enviable  condition,  but  it  labored  oA  groan- 
ed under  the  weight  of  national  Ueesiogs;  it 
enbmitted  to  regard   the  sinister   views  and 
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malign  inflneoce  of  foreign  powers ;  it  listened 
— &tally  listened— to  a  serpent  more  fell  than 
the  serpent  of  cdd.  And  now  how  sad  it  the 
reverse,  let  a  d^ected  aud  impoveriabed  nation 
answer;  in  the  past,  we  see  departed  comforts; 
before  us,  we  behold  min  and  distress.  The 
unhappy  crisis  to  which  we  have  arrived  has 
been  progres^ve.  Had  the  transition  been  sud- 
den, toe  nation  would  have  been  driven  to  des- 
peration. We  have  been  often  admonished  by 
tboee  who  foresaw  the  present  evils ;  and  had  we 
been  wise,  might  have  avoided  the  calamities 
in  which  the  country  is  now  involved,  and  from 
which  diere  is  at  present  no  prospect  of  speedy 
relief. 

Sir,  we  will  no  longer  dwell  on  times  past; 
we  will  now  briefly  notice  the  oanses  which 
were  alleged  in  the  manifestoes  which  immedi- 
ately preceded  the  dedaraUon  of  war,  and 
what  was  said  to  be  the  olgect,  and  attempt  to 
show  that  the  bill  now  noder  consideration  is 
unnecessary  for  the  attiunment  of  the  originsl 
ot^ect;  that  it  will  be  t^Jnrions  to  the  mili- 
tia, and  may  endanger  the  liberties  of  the 
country. 

As  to  the  CMises  of  the  war,  without  admit- 
ting or  denying  their  Justice  on  national  princi- 
ples to  jastiQr  the  act  at  the  time  it  was  de- 
clared, he  might  say  that  some  of  the  pretended 
oanses  have  never  been  seriously  relied  on  by 
onr  own  Qovemment.  The  principal  one  has 
been  wholly  removed ;  and  but  one  of  the  in- 
genions  oatologne  now  remains,  and  that  might 
eadly  be  adjusted  to  the  mutual  satisfaction  of 
both  nations  And,  sir,  it  onght  not  to  be  for- 
gotten, that  the  act  declaring  war  was  carried 
with  great  labor  and  much  reluctance;  and 
saoh  was  the  majority  io  eaoli  branch  of  Con- 
gress that  it  might  well  have  Justified  a  doubt 
OS  to  the  expodienoy  when  it  did  pass.  Be- 
sides, a  large  proportion  of  the  United  States 
were  then,  and  even  since  have  been  opposed 
to  the  act.  And  this  opposition  was  not  con- 
fined to  those  who  have  been  alanderonsly  re- 
?]rted  to  be  in  the  interest  of  Great  Britain. 
be  disgust  and  abhorrence  was  fslt  by  some 
of  the  beetpatriots  and  purest  bosoms  in  the 
oonntry.  Experience  has  also  proved  that  the 
poblio  sentiment  was  agaiost  the  war;  witneea 
the  feeble  ranks  of  your  volunteers,  the  slow 
and  reluctant  march  of  the  militia,  and  the 
tardy  prt^reaa  in  the  recruiting  service.  Sir, 
the  disgrace  and  disasters  which  have  hitherto 
attended  the  army,  have  resulted  more  from  a 
want  of  oonfldenoe  In  the  Justice  and  propriety 
of  the  war.  than  from  the  lack  of  Ulenta  In 
those  who  have  conducted  the  battles,  incom- 
petent as  they  have  been  represented  to  com- 
mand. A  nation  like  this  cannot  be  driven  to 
war.  They  mnst  feel  the  justice  and  necessity 
of  it,  and  the  jostice  must  be  so  strong  as  to 
pierce  every  heart.  This  would  be  fait  in  a 
necessary  and  defensive  war ;  then,  indeed,  the 
nation  would  smil«  with  one  arm.  Before  such 
a  peo[de,  roused  in  suoh  a  cause,  the  veteran 
legions  cf  Napoleon  wonld  be  compelled  to  bite 
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tbe  diut.  Bach,  mlul  i>  not  our  cue.  We 
have  a  ■wu,  withoat  the  tpiit  or  mumiroity 
whitdi  spring*  from  these  oonses,  and  witbont 
tlie  peODoiarj  means  of  nppOTting  it.  Snob  & 
war  miut  be  diMstroosI  On  wh&t,  sir,  is  the 
houor  of  thU  nation  now  suspended!  On  tbe 
Nat;  !  tbat  little  datj  whioli  waa  de^tised, 
neglected,  and  forgotton,  nntil  it  fongbt  itself 
inhi  notioe,  and  resened  the  sinking  honor  of 
the  conntiT', 

Wltat,  ur,  was  tbe  avowed  otijeot  of  this 
wart  It  has  ever  been  said  th»t  oonqoeat, 
with  a  view  of  eiteoding  onr  territory,  and  en- 
iarging  our  dominion,  was  not  the  wi^  of  this 
GuTernment.  The  idea  of  this  BepnbUo  fol- 
lowing the  footsteps  of  foreign  ambitiuos  na- 
tion!, waa  so  repognaot  to  uie  genios  of  the 
American  people,  and  the  conatitation  under 
which  we  live,  tnat  few,  if  any,  of  the  warm- 
est advoootM  of  the  war  dare  avow  it. 

Tbe  pretenoe  was  to  take,  <»*  rather  to  re- 
ceive Canada ;  for  it  wai  vainly  sappoud  tbe 
inhabitants  of  that  province  would  readily  Join 
oar  standard,  on  the  first  invitation.  Bnt  we 
moal  go  tbrougb  tbe  form  of  conquest  to  pro- 
tect them  ft'om  tbe  charge  of  treason  to  tlieir 
own  OoTcrnmeDL  We  were  to  hold  Ossada 
nntil  peace  should  retam,  and  then  it  was  to 
be  dehvered  up  in  eiobonge  for  maritime  rights. 
And  this  it  was  supposed  would  be  a  powerfU 
weapon  in  onr  bands  in  tbe  negotiation.  With 
this  view  the  bills  augmenting  tbe  Army,  ris- 
ing th»  yolonteers,  ana  transferring  the  mililja, 
passed.  By  the  present  bill  and  tbe  pnrieot 
connected  with  It,  the  original  plan  ia  abandon- 
ed with  the  voinnteers  and  militia,  and  we  are 
now  presented  with  a  compound  syBtom  of 
oonqueac,  eitenuination,  and  aefonoe.  Itwonld 
seem  with  the  force  of  fifty-five  thonsand 
regular  troops,  we  are  to  oonqaer  all  the  resi- 
dne  of  North  America ;  exterminate  every 
tawny  infidel  this  side  of  the  Isthmus  of  Da- 
rien,  and  defend  a  seaooast  many  hundred  miles 
in  extent  from  the  incursions  of  tlie  enemyl 
This  is  tmty  a  gigantic  prqieot.  He  sidd  he 
ooold  not  give  it  his  aid ;  and  be  tboogbt  some 
hoDca^Ue  gentlemen  who  voted  fur  the  war 
would,  when  they  reflected  on  the  magnitude 
of  the  eebeme  now  presented,  seize  this  occa- 
sion to  retire,  unwilling  to  entul  on  thunselves 
and  posterity  tbe  expense  and  min  which  wonld 


state  of  my  health  may  prevent  my  doing  jus- 
tice to  my  seutjmenta  concerning  this  bui.  I 
will,  however,  make  tbe  attempt  thongh  I 
should  fail  in  iL 

The  bill  proposes  that  90,000  men  slioald  be 
added  to  tne  existing  Uilitary  EstablishmenL 
This,  at  present^  consists  of  89,000  men.  Bo 
that  the  edect  of  this  bill  b  to  pUoe,  at  the  dia- 
posal  of  the  Executive,  an  army  of  65,000.  It 
Is  nut  pretended  that  this  addition  is  wanted 
either  for  defence  or  for  the  relief  of  the  Indian 
frontier.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  expressly  ao- 
knowledged  that  the  present  eetablisbment  is 


saSdent  for  bc«h  of  thoae  ot{je«a.  Bnt  tbe 
pnrpoae  for  which  these  80,000  men  ore  de- 
manded is,  tbe  invaaon  of  Canada.  Thia  is 
unequivocally  avowed  by  tbe  chairman  c/  tiie 
Committee  ofMUitary  Attain,  (Mr.  D.  B.  Wn^ 
UAMS,)  the  ca-gan,  as  ia  admitted,  of  tbe  will 
and  the  wishes  of  the  American  OabineL 

Tbe  bill,  therefore,  brings,  nect warily,  into 
delibwation,  the  conquest  at  Canada,  ^Iher  ss 
an  object,  in  ilccdf  deurable,  or  oonaeqnentiallT' 
adTOJatageoDS,  by  its  tSeat,  in  prodw^ng  aa 
eariy  and  honorable  peace.* 

Before  I  enter  upon  the  discosaion  of  dMS* 
topics,  which  naturally  arise  from  this  state  of 
tbe  BnltJecC,  I  will  aak  yoar  indolgenca,  toe  oia 
moment,  while  I  make  a  &w  remarka  tqMm  this 
intention  of  the  American  Cabinet  thos  ane- 
qnivooally  avowed.  I  am  indaoed  to  this  from 
the  knowledge,  whidi  I  have,  that  this  dnga 
is  not  deemed  to  be  seriooa  by  soma  men  of 
both  political  parties ;  as  well  within  this  House 
as  out  of  it.  I  know  that  some  of  the  flrieods 
of  the  present  Administration  do  considar  tha 
proposition  as  a  mere  feint,  made  for  the  pur- 
pose of  potting  a  good  face  npon  things,  aad  ot 
strenKtbening  the  nope  at  a  sncoessfnl  negotia- 
tion, Dj  ezoiting  tbe  apprehendons  of  tbe  Brit- 
ish CaUnet  for  the  &te  of  their  eoloniea.  I 
know,  also,  that  some  of  thoae  who  ai 
in  political  sentiment  to  the  men  who  ore  d 
at  tbe  head  c^  affiurs,  laugh  at  these  h 
of  invaw>n ;  and  deem  them  hardly  worth  oon- 
troversy,  on  aoconnt  of  Ibeir  opinion  of  the 
imbeciUty  of  tbe  American  Cabinet,  and  the 
embarrassment  of  its  reaources. 

I  am  anxious  that  no  donbt  shonld  exist  iqran 
this  subject  either  in  theHonseorin  thenalioii. 
Whosoever  considers  the  olriect  of  this  bill  to  be 
any  other  than  that  which  baa  been  avowed,  ii 
mistaken.  Whosoever  beltevee  this  hill  to  he  a 
means  of  peace,  or  any  thing  else  than  an  in- 
strument of  vigorous  and  long-protracted  war, 
is  grievously  deceived.  And  whoever  acts 
under  such  mistake  or  such  deceptitm,  will  have 
to  lament  one  of  tne  grossest,  and  perh^is  one 
of  the  most  critical  erron  of  his  ptditkal  hfe. 
I  warn,  therefore,  my  p<^tical  opponents ;  Ihoes 
honest  men,  of  whom  I  know  there  are  eome^ 
who,  paying  only  a  general  attaotion  to  lbs 
oonrse  of  pnblio  f^ura,  submit  tbe  guidance  rf 
their  opinions  to  tbemenwhostondattiMhalm, 
not  to  vote  for  tliis  bill  nnder  any  behef  that  its 
ol^aot  is  to  aid  negotiation  for  peace.  Let  sndi 
gentlemen  roour  to  their  past  ezp^^ence  <■ 
similar  occaaone.  They  will  find  that  it  has  beea 
always  the  case,  whenever  any  obnoxioasmtis. 


■  Thtl  d*t«t«,  llllun^  UUOR  OB  ■   IDblfMlt   WU4  IB. 

pTI«d  B  limited  AiMaativn^  mton  pHHd  b«7Wid  111  appunt 
boundi,  and  lulsad  of  bttng  sosllwd  In  thi  rtmid*  biIUbt 
fOHlIoD  of  nUDc  iddltlaDil  tnapi,  aipABdad  iBMiCf. 
aimliia  el  Uu  whol*  poller,  otijaeli  ud  saoia  if  &*  n; 
ud  boam*  tlM  MMlpil  datato  or  Itaa  itirtiM.  AQ  tW 
latdltic  BiMtibcn  n(  tho  BoBM  took  put  In  II  j  ud  auj 
Ektv  mcmbon.  ttMB  joaa^  Hd  irbooo  nunaa  Ibtb  riH* 
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Dra  id  abont  to  be  passed,  that  its  psBBoge  is  as- 
sated  hj  the  aid  of  aome  aach  collateral  tag- 
geetiona.  Ko  ioooer  do  the  Cabinet  perceive 
tbat  aD7  potion,  which  thej  intend  to  Bdminie- 
ter,  \a  loathed  bj  a  ctmaiderahle  part  of  the 
majority,  and  that  thdr  apprehennwia  are  bIitb 
leet  it  Bhould  have  a  soooring  effect  apon  their 
populailtj,  than  certain  nnder-operatora 
■et  to  work,  whose  badness  it  ia  to  atnuae 
minds,  and  begnile  the  attention  of  the  patients 
while  the  dose  is  swaUowing.  The  language 
always  is:  "Trnst  the  Cabinet  doctors.  The 
medicine  will  not  operate  as  yoa  imagine,  bnt 
qnlta  another  way.  After  this  manner  the 
kan  of  the  men  are  allayed,  and  the  purposes  of 
the  Adminiitration  are  attained  under  sagges- 
tiune  Tery  different  from  the  true  motives. 
Thus,  the  embargo,  which  has  sinoe  been  nu- 
eqnivocolly  acknowledged  to  have  been  intuided 
to  coerce  Great  Britain,  waa  adopted,  as  the 
Execative  asserted,  "  to  save  onr  esBeotial  re- 
sonrces."  80,  also,  when  the  present  war  was 
declared  against  Great  Britain,  membera  of  the 
Honae  were  known  to  state  that  they  voted 
fbr  it  under  the  snggeetion  that  it  wotdd  not  be 
•  war  of  ten  days :  that  it  waa  known  that  Mr. 
Foster  had  insb'actinns  to  make  definitive  ar- 
rangements, in  his  pocket ;  and  that  the  United 
Btatee  had  only  to  advance  to  the  point  of  war, 
and  the  whole  bndness  wooid  be  settled.  And 
DOW  on  army,  which,  in  point  of  nnmbers, 
Dromwell  might  envy,  greirter  than  that  with 
whiob  Cesar  paieed  Uie  RnbioMi,  ia  to  be  help- 
ed tbrongh  a  reluctant  Oongrei«,  nnder  the  sag- 
Ideation  (^  its  being  only  a  parade  fbrce,  to  make 
negotiation  snccewftil ;  that  it  is  the  Incipient 
itate  of  a  project  for  a  grand  pacification  I 

T  warn  also  my  political  friends.  These  gen- 
tlemen are  apt  to  place  great  reliance  on  tleir 
)wn  intelligence  end  sa|pKity.  Some  of  theee 
ivill  tell  yon  that  the  invarion  of  Canada  is  im- 
poAnble.  They  ask  where  are  the  men — where 
is  the  money  to  be  obUUned  I  And  thev  talk 
rery  wisely  concerning  common  sense  andoom- 
non  prudenoe,  and  will  show,  with  mooh  learn- 
ing, how  this  attetnpt  is  an  offence  agunst  both 
;he  one  and  the  other.  Bnt,  sir,  it  lua  been  my 
at  to  be  an  observer  of  the  ohsracter  and  oon- 
Inct  of  tbe  men  now  in  power  for  these  eight 
rean  paat.  And  I  state,  withont  hentation,  ^at 
10  scheme  ever  waa,  er  ever  will  be,  r^ected  by 
item,  merely  cm  aoconnt  of  its  running  connter 
M  the  ordiaary  dictatee  of  common  sense  and 
xnninon  prudence.  On  the  contrary,  on  that 
rery  aoebnnt,  I  believe  it  more  likely  to  be  both 
nggested  and  adopted  by  them.  And,  what 
nay  appear  a  paradox,  for  that  vetj  reason,  the 
ihwice  is  rather  increased  that  it  will  be  sno- 
iemtai 

I  eonld  illortrate  thia  position  twenty  ways. 
;  shall  content  myself  wiu  remarking  only  upon 
iwo  instances,  and  those  recent;  the  present 
var,  and  (he  late  invadon  of  Canada.  When 
VAT  against  Great  Britain  waa  proposed  at  the 
sat  sesnon,  there  were  tbonsands  in  tbese 
bolted  States,  and  I  oonfesa  to  joa  I  was  nUyself 
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smong  the  nomber,  who  believed  not  one  word 
of  the  matter.  I  pnt  my  trust  in  the  old  fash- 
ioned notions  of  common  sense,  and  common 
pmdence.  That  apeople,  which  had lieen more 
than  twenty  yean  at  peace,  shonld  enter  upon 
hostilities  against  a  people  which  had  t>een 
twenty  years  at  war ;  that  a  nation,  whose 
army  and  navy  were  litUe  more  than  nominal, 
shoold  engage  in  a  war  with  a  nation  possessing 
one  of  the  best  appointed  armies  and  the  most 
powerfal  marine  on  the  globe ;  that  a  coontry, 
to  wliich  neutrality  liod  l)een  a  perpetual  har- 
veet,  should  throw  that  great  blessing  away  for 
a  eontroveniy  in  which  nothing  was  to  l>e  gain- 
ed, and  every  thing  valuable  put  iu  jeopardy ; 
from  these,  and  innumerable  like  considerations, 
the  idea  seemed  so  absurd  that  I  never  onoe  en- 
tertained it  as  possible.  And  now,  after  war 
has  been  declared,  the  whole  affair  seems  so  ex- 
traordinary and  so  utterly  irreoonoilable  to  any 
previons  BUggestionaof  wisdom  and  dnty,  that  I 
know  not  what  to  make  of  it  or  how  to  believe 
it.  Even  at  this  moment  my  mind  is  very  much 
in  the  state  of  certain  Pennsylvania  Gerinana, 
of  whom  I  have  heard  it  asserted  tliat  they  are 
taoght  to  believe,  by  thedr  political  leaders,  and 
do  St  this  moment  consider  the  allegation, 
that  war  is  at  present  existing  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Bntun,  lo  be  a 
"federal  falsehood." 

It  was  jtist  BO  with  respect  to  ilie  invasion  of 
Canada.  I  heard  of  it  hut  Jnne.  I  laughed  at 
the  idea,  as  did  mnltitndes  of  others,  as  an  at- 
tempt too  absurd  for  serious  examination.  I 
was  in  this  case  again  beset  by  common  sense 
snd  common  prudence.  That  tiie  United  States 
should  precipitate  Itself  upon  the  unoffending 
people  of  that  neighboring  colony,  unmindM  of 
all  previously  snbaisting  amities,  because  the 
parent  State,  three  thousand  miles  distant,  had 
violated  some  of  onr  commerolal  rights ;  that 
we  shonld  march  inland,  to  defend  our  ships, 
and  seamen ;  that  with  raw  troops,  hastily  col- 
lected, mlsOTably  appointed,  and  destitute  of 
discipline,  we  should  invade  a  oonntry  defended 
by  veteran  force^  at  least  equal,  in  point  ti 
numbers,  to  the  invading  army ;  that  bountf 
should  be  offered  and  proclamations  issned,  in- 
viting the  subjects  of  a  foreign  power  to  treastm 
and  rebellion,  under  the  influences  of  a  quarter 
of  the  oonntry  upon  wliioh  a  retort  of  the  same 
nature  was  so  obvious,  so  ea^,  and,  in  its  con- 
sequences, so  awful ;  in  every  aspect,  the  derign 
seemed  so  franriit  with  dsjiger  and  disgrace, 
that  it  appeared  absolutely  impossible  that  it 
should  be  seriously  entertamed.  Those,  how- 
ever, who  reasoned  after  this  manner  were,  aa 
the  event  proved,  mistaken.  The  war  waa  de- 
clared. Canada  waa  invaded.  We  were  in  baste 
to  plunge  into  these  great  difflcultiea,  and  we 
have  now  reason,  as  well  as  leisure  enough,  for 
re^t  and  repentance. 

The  great  mistake  of  all  those,  who  reasoned 
oonceming  the  war  and  the  invasion  of  Canada, 
and  oondtided  that  it  was  impossible  that  either 
shoiUd  be  seriously  intended,  resulted  from  this. 
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tbat  tbej  Derer  took  into  oonnderstioD  the  oon- 
neotion  of  both  those  eventiwith  the  great  elao- 
tion  for  the  Chief  llagiatracv  which  wu  then 
peDdiDg.  It  never  was  laScienUr  ooniidered 
by  them,  thAt  plunging  Into  war  with  Great 
Britain  was  unong  the  conditions  on  which  the 
Rnpport  for  the  FreetdeDC;  was  made  dependent. 
Thev  did  not  nnderstand,  that  an  invasion 
of  Canada  was  to  be  hi  trnth  only  a  mode  of 
carrying  on  an  electioneering  eampaigo.  Bnt 
sinoe  ereDta  have  ezi^ainod  political  purposes, 
there  is  do  diffloultj  tn  seeing  tne  conneotions  be- 
tween projects  and  interests.  It  i«  now  ap- 
parent to  the  most  mole-sighted  how  a  nation 
may  b«  disgraced,  and  yet  a  Cabinet  attain  Its 
deeired  honors.  All  is  dear.  A  eoantry  nay 
be  mined,  in  ntaking  an  AdmhilMration  happy. 
Isaid,  Mr.  Speaku",  tbatsaohBtrangeMihetaesL 
apparently  irreconcilable  to  oommon  aense  and 
eommoa  pmdenoe^  were,  on  that  Tery  aoeonnt, 
more  likely  to  be  raooestdU.  Sir,  there  is  an  aa- 
daoity,  which  sometinies  stands  men  instead 
both  of  genins  and  strength.  And  moat  assur- 
edly, he  is  most  likely  to  perform  that  which 
no  man  ever  did  before,  and  will  never  be  likely 
to  do  s^in,  who  has  the  boldness  to  undertake 
that  wliieh  no  man  ever  titooj^  of  attempt- 
ing in  time  past,  and  no  man  will  ever  think 
of  attempting  in  time  future.  I  would  not, 
-however,  be  understood  as  intimating  that  this 
Gatnnet  prqject  of  invasion  is  impraaticsbl& 
either  as  it  respeota  the  collection  of  means  and 
instmmenta,  or  in  the  ultimate  result.  On  the 
contrary,  sir,  I  deem  both  very  feasible.  Men 
may  be  obtained.  For  if  forty  dollars  bounty 
cannot  obtain  them,  a  hundred  dollars  boanty 
may,  and  the  Intention  is  explicitly  avowed  not 
to  suffer  the  attainment  of  tne  desired  army  to 
b«  prevented  by  any  vulgar  notions  of  economy. 
Money  may  be  obtained.  What  by  means  of 
tiie  iucreaaed  popularity  derived  from  the  ang- 
mentation  of  t))e  navy,  what  by  opening  sub- 
staiption  offices  in  the  interior  of  the  country. 


point  of  patriotio  resistanoe,  and  all  the  attain- 
ed means  being  diverted  to  the  nse  of  the  army, 
pecuniary  rasourccs  may  be  obtained,  ample  at 
least  for  the  first  year.  And,  sir,  let  an  army 
of  thirty  thousand  men  be  ooUeoted,  let  them 
be  pat  nnder  the  command  of  a  popnlar  leader, 
let  them  be  officered  to  suit  his  purposes,  let 
them  be  flashed  with  victories;  and  see  the 
fascinating  career  of  military  jdory  openins  upon 
them,  and  they  will  not  thereafter  ever  oe  de- 
ficient in  resouroea,  U  they  cannot  obt^n 
their  pay  by  yoor  votes,  they  will  collect  it  by 
their  own  bajoneta;  uid  they  will  not  rigidly 
observe  any  uir-linee  or  water-lines  in  enforc- 
ing their  neeeasary  levies;  nor  be  stayed  by 
airatract  apeoulation  concerning  right,  or  learned 
consUtutionoI  difBoultiea. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  disonss  those  topics 
which  naturally  arise  oat  of  the  bill  nnder  oon- 
eiderstion,  and  examine  the  proposed  invanon 
of  Canada,  at  three  difEbreut  points  of  view. 


1.  Aa  a  means  of  cariTuig  on  the  snbsbting 
war. 

2.  Aa  a  means  of  obtuning  an  early  and  hon- 
orable peace. 

8.  As  a  means  of  adrandiw  the  personal  sod 
local  projeeta  of  ambition  of  the  membenef 
the  Ainerioan  Calnnet 

Concerning  the  invarion  of  Canada,  sa  a 
means  of  canying  on  the  aabmstlng  war,  it  ii 
my  dnty  to  spe^  plainly  and  decidedly,  nat 
oidy  beoanse  1  herein  eipreas  my  own  ofno- 
ions  upon  the  subject,  but,  as  I  oonsctentloady 
believe,  the  seaQments  also  of  a  very  great 
m^ority  of  that  whole  sectica  of  country  in 
which  I  have  the  hapiuneas  to  reside.  1  mj 
then,  sir,  that  I  consider  the  invu^oa  of  Cas- 
oda  as  a  means  of  carrying  Ml  this  war,  aaorad, 
wanton,  seaselesB,  and  wicked. 

Yon  will  easily  onderstand,  Mr.  Speaker,  bf 
this  very  statement  of  opinion,  that  I  am  not 
one  of  that  class  of  politicians  which  haa  for  m 
many  years  predominated  in  the  world,  tm 
both  sides  of  the  Atlantis.  Ton  will  readily 
batieve,  that  I  am  not  one  of  thoae  who  woidiiB 
in  that  temple,  where  Oondorcet  is  the  Eisn 
Priest  and  Jtacbisvel  the  God.  With  such  poU- 
ttoians  the  end  always  sanctifies  the  means ;  the 
least  possible  good  to  themselves  perfectly  justi- 
fies, accordino  to  their  creed,  the  inflicting  the 
greatest  pcesiUe  evil  upon  others.  In  the  judg- 
ment of  such  men,  if  a  corrupt  ministry  at  ifane 
thousand  miles  dis^ice  shul  have  done  them 
an  injury,  it  ia  an  ample  cause  to  visit  with  deta- 
lation  a  peaceable  and  tmoffending  race  of  men, 
their  neighbors,  who  happen  to  be  asaociated 
with  that  ministry  by  ties  of  mere  political  de- 
peodenoe.  What  though  these  colonies  be  n 
remot«  from  the  sphere  of  the  questions  in  con- 
troversy, that  their  rain  or  prosperity  taaii 
have  no  possible  infiuenoe  upon  the  result  t 
What  tiiough  their  dties  offer  no  plunder! 
What  thongh  their  oonqneet  can  yidd  noglwyt 
In  their  ruin  there  is  revenge.  And  revenge  to 
such  politioians  is  the  sweetest  of  all  moreehL 
With  such  men,  neither  I  nortiie  people  of  that 
section  of  country  in  which  I  reude  bidd  aa; 
oommunion.  There  is  between  be  and  them  na 
one  principle  of  sympathy  either  in  motive  or 

That  wise,  moral,  reflecting  people,  which 
oonstitnte  the  great  mass  of  the  popnlation  </ 
Hassaohnsetts — indeed,  of  all  Kew  En^and— 
look  for  the  sooroes  of  their  political  dudea  no- 
where else  than  in  those  fountains  from  whidi 
spring  their  moral  duties.  According  to  their 
estimate  of  human  life  and  its  obligationa,  both 
politioal  and  moral  duties  emanate  from  tiia 
nature  of  things,  and  from  the  easential  and 
eternal  relations  which  sabnst  among  them. 
True  it  is,  that  a  state  of  war  (pvea  the  riglit  to 
seiie  and  appropriate  the  property  and  territoriea 
of  an  enemy.  True  it  is,  that  the  colonies  d 
a  foreign  power  are  viewed,  according  to  Ihs 
law  of  nations,  in  the  light  i^  its  prt^Mcty. 
Bat  in  estimating  the  propriety  of  oarryingdw- 
olatiou  into  the  pesoefnl  abodes  of  th^  oei^ 
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bora,  the  people  of  New  England  will  not  limit 
their  coDlemplation  to  the  mere  oircnm stance 
of  abstract  risht,  nor  ask  what  lawjere  and 
Jnrirprndista  navo  written  or  add,  u  if  this 
was  coDclnsive  upou  the  mt^ect.  That  people 
are  mnch  addicted  to  think  for  themselvea,  and 
in  canvassing  the  proprietj  of  enoh  an  inTadon, 
thej  will  consider  the  actnal  condition  of  thnee 
eolonies,  their  nataral  relations  to  na,  and  the 
effect  which  their  conqnestand  ruin  will  have, 
not  oalj  npon  the  people  of  those  colonies,  bnt 
upon  themseWes,  and  their  own  liberties  and 
conttitation.  And  abore  all,  what  I  krow  will 
seem  strange  to  some  of  those  who  hear  me, 
they  will  not  foi^t  to  apply  to  a  case  oocnrring 
between  nations,  as  far  as  is  practicable,  that 
heaven -descended  rale  which  the  great  aathor 
and  founder  of  their  religion  has  given  them 
for  the  regulation  of  their  conduct  towards 
each  other.  They  will  consider  it  the  duty  of 
these  United  States  to  act  towards  those  oolo- 
nies  as  they  wonld  wish  those  colonies  to  act, 
in  eiehange  of  drcnmatancei,  towards  these 
United  Btates. 

The  actnal  condition  ef  those  colonies,  and 
the  relation  in  which  they  stood  to  the  United 
Btates  antecedent  to  the  declaration  of  war, 
were  of  this  nature.  Those  colonies  had  no 
connection  with  the  qnesdons  in  dispute  be- 
tween us  and  their  parent  State.  They  had 
done  ns  no  ii^nry.  They  meditated  none  to  ns. 
Between  the  inhabitants  of  those  colonies  and 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  the  tnost  fHend- 
ly  and  mntually  useftii  interconrse  snhsifted. 
The  hordo'ers  on  this,  and  those  on  the  other 
side  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  of  the  boundary 
line,  scarcely  realized  that  they  were  subjects 
ot  diSerent  govemmeots.  They  interchanged 
eiprcesions  and  acts  of  civility.  Intermarriages 
took  place  among  them.  The  Canadian  some- 
times settled  in  the  United  States;  sometimes 
our  citizens  emigrated  to  Canada.  After  the 
declaration  of  war,  had  they  any  disposition  to 
assail  OS?  We  have  the  reverse  eipreBaly  in 
evidence.  They  desired  nothing  so  mnch  as  to 
keep  perfect  the  then  snbsistic^  relations  of 
unity.  Wonld  the  conquest  of  those  colonies 
shake  the  policy  of  the  British  cabinet  I  No 
man  has  shown  it.  Unqnalifled  assertions,  it  is 
true,  have  been  made,  out  totally  unsapported 
by  any  evidence,  or  even  the  pretence  of  argn- 
njeot.  On  the  contrary,  nothing  was  more  ob- 
vious than  that  an  invasion  of  Canada  must 
strengthen  the  kDnistry  of  Great  Britain,  by 
the  excitement  and  sympathy  which  would  be 
.  ooeasioned  in  the  people  of  that  oonntry  in  con- 
seanence  of  the  sufferings  of  the  innocent  in- 
habitants of  those  ooloniea,  on  aocoont  of  a  dis- 
pute in  which  they  had  no  ooncem,  and  of 
which  they  had  scarcely  a  knowledge.  All  this 
was  anticipated — all  this  was  A^nently  urged 
to  this  House,  at  the  last  and  preceding  sesaons, 
"-"■ y  effect  of  snch  a  measui       "" 
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in  the  oompleta  triumph  of  the  Meade  of  the 


Canada  has  bad,  undeniably,  a  mighty  influence, 
by  the  disgust  and  indignation  felt  by  the  British 
people  at  a  step  so  apparently  wanton  and  crueW 

As  there  was  no  direct  advantage  to  be  hoped 
from  the  conqnest  of  Csnada,  so  also,  there  was 
none  inddentaL  Plunder  there  was  none — st 
least,  none  which  would  pay  the  coat  of  the 
conqnest.  Glorv  there  was  none.  Could  seven 
millions  of  people  obtain  glory  by  precipitating 
themsdves  npon  half  a  million,  and  trampling 
them  into  the  dustf  A  giant  obtain  glory  by 
crashing  a  pigmy  I  That  giant  must  have  a 
pigmy's  spirit  who  conld  reap,  or  hope^  glory 
from  snoh  an  achievement. 

Surely  a  people,  with  whom  we  were  con- 
nected by  so  many  natural  and  adventitions  tdes, 
had  some  claims  upon  onr  humanity.  Burely 
if  our  duty,  required  that  they  and  theirs  should 
be  saorificed  to  onr  interests  or  our  paaslona, 
some  regret  mingled  in  the  execution  of  our 
purpose.  We  postponed  the  decree  of  min 
nntu  the  last  moment.  We  hesitated — we  de- 
layed until  longer  delay  was  dangerous.  Alas  I 
sir,  there  was  nothing  of  this  kind  or  character 
in  the  conduct  of  the  Cabinet.  The  war  had 
not  yet  been  declared,  when  General  Hull  had 
bis  instructions  to  pnt  in  train  the  work  of  de- 
struction. There  was  an  eagerness  for  the 
blood  of  the  Canadians — a  headlong  precipita- 
tion ibr  their  ruin,  which  indicated  any  thing 
else  rather  than  feelings  of  bnmanitj,  or  vint- 
ings  of  Datore,  on  acconnt  of  their  condition. 
Our  armies  were  on  their  march  for  their  fron- 
tier, while  yet  peace  existed  t>etween  this 
country  and  the  parent  State;  and  the  invasion 
was  obstinately  pursued,  afl«r  a  knowledge  that 
the  chief  ground  of  controversy  was  setued  by 
the  abandonment  of  the  British  Orders  in 
CunncU;  and  after  nothing  remained  but  a 
stale  ground  of  dispute,  which,  however  Im- 
portant in  itself,  was  of  a  nature  for  which  no 
man  has  ever  yet  pretended  that  for  it  alone 
war  would  have  been  declared.  Did  ever  one 
Government  exhibit  towards  any  people  a  more 
bloody  and  relentless  spirit  of  rancor?  Tell 
me  not  of  petty  advantages — of  remote,  and 
possibly  nsefal  eontingencaee  which  might  arise 
troni  the  devastation  of  those  colonies.  Show 
any  advantage  which  Justifies  that  dreadful  vial 
of  wrath  which,  If  the  intention  of  the  Ameri- 
can Cabinet  had  been  fulfifled,  would,  at  thla 
day,  bavebeen  poured  out  upon  the  heads  of  the 
Gnuadians.  It  is  not  owing  to  the  tender  mercies 
of  the  American  Administration,  if  the  bones  of 
the  Canadians  are  not  at  this  hour  mingled  with 
the  a^ea  of  their  haUtations.  It  is  ea^  enough 
to  make  an  eicnw  for  any  purpose.  When  ft 
victim  is  destined  to  be  immolated,  every  hed« 
presents  sticks  for  the  sacrifice.  The  lamb  who 
stands  at  the  mouth  of  the  stream,  will  idways 
trouble  the  water,  if  yon  take  the  account  of 
>the  wolf  who  stands  at  the  source  of  it.  But 
show  a  good  to  ns  bearing  any  proportion 
to  the  multipUed  evils  propowd  to  be  Tinted 
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npoQ  them.  There  U  none.  Nerer  wa«  there 
tD  iUTasbn  of  toy  cuantij  701M  thuk  tbU,  in 
point  of  monl  pnndple,  unce  the  iavason  of 
the  Weat  ladies  by  the  Bnccaueen,  or  that  of 
the  United  Statw  bj  Cafttain  Kidd.  Indeed, 
both  Eidd  and  the  Bnccoaeera  had  more  apology 
for  their  deed  than  the  American  Cabinet. 
Thej  bad  at  least  the  hope  of  plunder ;  but  in 
this  ease  there  1b  not  even  the  potw  refoge  of 
oopiditT.  We  have  beard  gTMt  lamMitationB 
abont  the  diagraoe  of  onr  anna  on  Um  trootier. 
Why,  lir,  the  di^*''"  of  '>*>'  "^^  "*  ^^  ^'^' 
tier  is  terrestrial  ^rjr,  In  eompariacu  with  tbe 
disgrace  of  the  attempt  The  whole  atmosphere 
ringe  with  the  otterance,  from  the  other  dde  of 
tbe  Honse  of  tliia  word  "  ^ry"— "gioiy"  in 
oonneotioii  with  this  ioTaeion.  What  ^urj  t 
Is  it  the  glory  of  the  tiger,  which  lifts  his  Jaw*, 
■U  fool  and  Uoody.  fh>m  the  bowels  of  his  vio- 
tim,  and  roars  for  iiis  oompanions  of  tbe  wood 
to  come  and  witoern  his  proweaa  and  his 
spoils  I  Snoh  is  the  glory  of  Genghis  Khan, 
■nd  of  Bonaparte.  Be  bdi^  glory  far,  rery  lar, 
from  my  ooantry.  Never,  nerer  may  it  bo  ao- 
OUMd  with  snchfame. 

*■  Fune  l>  no  plant  tbtX  grovt  on  mortal  soil, 
Sot  ill  the  gHMBring  &il 
Snt  off  to  Ae  world,  nor  ta  broad  nimor  lies, 
Bnt  liTU  snd  ^truds  aloft,  by  tfaoss  pan  syss, 
And  paiftct  witmoM  of  aU-jndgiiw  Jore, 
As  ba  pTonauiees  laitly  on  each  dead." 

|£iy  laDb  (mma  as  this  ba  my  nmulry'i  msad  I 
Bat  the  wise  and  tboagbti^I  people  of  onr 
Northern  secUon  will  coDfine  their  refleetioos 
to  tbe  daties  which  result  twin  tbe  actual 
dltioa  of  those  oolonies,  and  their  general  re- 
lations to  the  United  Btates ;  they  will  weigh 
the  dntieB  the  people  of  the  United  States  owe 
to  themselves,  and  contemplate  the  effect  which 
the  BQbjogation  of  those  Canadians  will  have 
npon  onr  own  liberties  and  coostitaUon.  Sir, 
it  reqnires  bnt  little  experienoe  in  the  nature  of 
the  human  character,  and  bat  a  very  limited 
acqaaintaace  with  the  history  of  man,  to  be 
satisfied  that  with  the  conquest  of  the  Canadas, 
the  liberties  and  constitntion  of  this  ooontry 

Of  aO  nations  in  tbe  world,  this  nation  ia  the 
last  which  oaght  to  admit,  among  its  pnrposes, 

the  design  of  foreign  con  quests.  States  such  as 
are  these,  connected  by  ties  so  pecoliar ;  into 
whose  combination  there  enters  Decessarily  na- 
meroos  jealousies  and  feara ;  whose  interests  are 
not  always  reconcilable ;  and  the  pasdons, 
education,  and  character  of  whose  people,  on 
many  acoonnta,  ore  repugnant  to  each  other ; 
with  a  constitution  made  merely  for  defence ; 
It  is  impiiSBible  that  an  association  of  independ- 
ent Sovereignties,  standing  in  soch  relations 
to  each  other,  should  not  have  the  principles  of 
its  unioD,  and  tbe  hopes  of  its  constitntion, 
materially  affected  by  the  collection  of  a  large 
mQitary  force,  and  its  employment  in  tbe  mb- 
Jngation  of  n^gkboring  territories.    It  is  easy 


to  see  that  an  army  oolleoted  in  (ocb  a  stal*  «i 
sodety  as  that  which,  exists  in  this  omintiy, 
where  wages  are  high  and  snbsisteaoe  easily  ts 
be  obtained,  must  be  composed,  so  &r  aa  m- 
spects  the  soldiery,  for  the  moat  part  o(  tte 
refhse  of  tbe  coontry ;  and  as  reapeMs  the 
offioetB,  with  some  honorahle  exeeptaons  iufcwl, 
must  connst,  in  a  considerable  degree,  of  aaa 
deaperate  sometimes  in  fortune,  at  otben  ian- 
pntation ;  "  choice  spirits ;  "  men  "  tired  <f 
the  dnll  pnranits  of  civil  life,"  who  bnve  not  vk- 
tne  or  tidents  to  rise  in  a  calm  and  settled  Mtfs 
(^thin^  and  who,  all  other  means  <rf  advance- 
ment or  snnicrt  wanting  or  filing,  take  t<i  tb* 
sword.  A  body  of  thirty  or  fiftj  tbonsand 
such  men,  oombined,  armed,  and  imder  apop- 
ular  leader,  is  a  very  formidable  force.  Ths; 
want  only  discipline  and  service  to  make  thta 
veterana.  Opportnnlty  to  aoqnire  these,  Can- 
ada will  affoi^  The  army  which  advances  to 
the  waUa  of  Quebec,  in  the  present  oonditiantf 
Canadian  preparation,  most  be  Tetcnn.  Anda 
veteran  army,  onder  a  p<^nlar  lead^  flotbad 
with  victory,  each  in«vtdaal  realizing^  tbit 
while  tbe  body  remains  eomlrfned,  be  nay  b* 
something,  and  poadbly  ve^  great ;  thM  if  dia- 
solved,  be  sinks  into  inagnificanoe ;  will  not  b* 
disbanded  bv  vote.  They  will  oonsnlt  with  caa 
another,  and  with  their  beloved  chieftain,  span 
this  BDMect ;  and  not  trouble  themaelrea  alMat 
the  advice  of  tbe  old  people  who  are  knittiag 
and  weaving  in  the  chimney  comers  si  Wa^ 
ington.  Let  the  American  people  recMve  this 
ss  an  nndoabted  truth,  wluch  experience  will 
verify.  Whoever  ptanta  the  American  ataudsid 
on  the  walls  of  Qoebeo.  oonqoers  it  for  himself 
and  not  for  the  people  of  the  United  States 
Whoever  lives  to  Me  that  event— may  my  bead 
be  low  In  the  dost  before  it  h^tpen  I — wiH  wit- 
nen  a  dynasty  established  in  tnat  oonntry  by 
the  Bword.  He  will  aee  a  Sing  or  an  Empoor, 
dukedoms,  and  earldoms,  and  bartHues^  disOibid- 
ed  to  the  officers,  and  knights'  feea  bastowsd 
on  the  soldiery.  Bach  an  umj  vritl  not  tranbk 
itsdf  abont  geographic^  linee,  in  pwtitxiing  oM 
the  divinons  of  its  new  empire ;  and  will  m 
the  parallels  of  its  power  by  other  steel  thaa 


tbatof  the  compaaa.    When  that  event  h^ipen^ 

people  of  New  England,  if  tbMnNantebt 

free^  most  have  a  force  equl  to  ddend  Ihtn- 


sdves  against  such  an  army.      _  .      . 

force  eqoal  to  this  olgect  wiH  itself  be  aUs  ta 
enslave  the  conntry. 

Jfr.  Speaker — When  I  oontemplata  the  cha> 
acter  and  conseqnenoea  of  thn  iuvaaioii  </ 
Canada;  when  I  leSectnpon  itscriminaUtyaBd. 
its  danger  to  the  peace  and  liberty  of  this  once 
hqipy  coantiy ;  I  thank  tbe  great  Anther  lad 
Source  of  all  virtue,  that  throuj^  His  grace  that 
section  of  country  in  which  I  have  tbe  hapi»- 
ness  to  reside,  is,  in  so  great  a  degree,  firce&w 
die  inii|Dity  of  this  transgression.  I  qieak  it 
with  pnde,  the  people  of  that  secticm  have  doae 
what  they  conld  to  vindicate  thema^Tti  and 
their  ohildren  &om  the  burden  of  this  on.  nat 
whole  aeotlOB  has  risen,  almoat  aa  one  mai^  ta 
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Jm  porpose  of  driviiig  from  power,  bj  one 
p«at  cooBtitntional  effort,  the  giiiltj  onthora  of 
Jus  war.  If  they  have  biled,  it  has  not  been 
iirofigb  tbe  wimt  of  will  or  c^  exertion,  bnt  in 
toDseqoeaoe  of  the  weakoeas  of  tlielr  political 
lower.  When  ia  tbe  naaal  oonrae  of  Divine 
t^vidence,  who  pnniabea  nationa  as  well  as 
ndividuala,  Hia  deatrojuig  angel  aball  on  thla 
MKonnt  paag  over  this  coantry— -and  socHter  or 
■ter,  pass  it  will — I  may  be  permitted  to  hope 
Jttt  over  New  England  his  hand  willbesUj^ 
!>ar  Bonis  are  not  steeped  in  the  blood  which 
las  been  ahed  in  this  war.  The  spirits  of  tbe 
inbappj  men  who  bare  been  sent  to  an  nnUota- 
J  andit,  have  borne  to  tbe  bar  of  diTine  jostioe 
M>  accostUions  against  na. 

This  opinion,  concerning  tbe  prino^les  of  this 
nva»on  of  Canada,  ia  not  peonliar  to  me.  Hoi- 
atndes  who  approve  the  war,  detest  it.  I  b»- 
iere  this  sentiment  ia  eoterfadoed,  wiUiont  dis- 
ioction  of  parties,  by  almost  aU  tbe  moral  senae, 
md  nine-tentliB  of  the  Intelligence,  of  tbe  whole 
lortbern  section  of  the  United  Statet.  I  know 
Jbat  men  from  tiiat  quarter  of  the  oonntrj  will 
^  yon  differently.  Stories  of  a  very  different 
dud  are  bronght  by  all  those  who  oome  troop- 
ng  to  Washington  for  place,  appointments,  and 
tmolomenla;  men  who  will  say  any  thing  to 
>lease  tbe  ear,  or  do  any  thing  to  please  the 
rye  of  Huesty,  for  tbe  sake  of  those  &t  con- 
racts  and  gi^  which  it  scatters;  men  whose 
JKhers,  brothers,  and  ooo^ns,  are  provided  for 
ty  the  Departments ;  whose  fall-grown  children 
kre  at  suck  at  tbe  money-distilling  breasts  of 
be  Treasnr; ;  tbe  little  men  who  ugh  after 
[Teat  offices ;  those  who  have  Judgeships  in 
■and  or  judgeships  in  promise ;  toads  that  live 
ipon  the  vapor  of  the  palace,  that  swallow  great 
uen's  spittle  at  the  levees ;  that  stare  and  wou- 
ler  at  all  the  fine  sights  which  they  see  there ; 
wd  most  of  all  wonder  at  thenuelTea— how 
bey  got  there  to  see  them.  These  men  will 
«11  yon,  that  New  En^^d  applauds  this  inva- 

Bnt,  lii.  Speaker,  look  at  tbe  elactlooa,  "What 
s  the  language  tbey  speak  t  The  preaent  tenant 
if  tbe  Chief  Magistracy  rejected,  oy  that  whole 
«ction  of  country,  with  the  exception  of  a  sin- 
^  State  ananimODsly.  And  for  whom  t  In 
kror  of  a  man,  oat  of  tbe  circle  of  his  own 
Mate  without  much  influence,  and  penooally 
Jmoet  nnknown.  Id  favor  of  a  man  agunst 
rbom  the  prevailing  inflaenc«  in  New  England 
lad  previously  strong  poUtical  pr^udioes ;  and 
ritb  whom,  at  tbe  time  of  giving  him  their 
npport,  they  had  no  political  onderstanding;  in 
svor  of  a  man  whose  merits,  whatever  in  other 
espects  they  might  be,  ware  brought  into  no- 
ice,  in  tbe  tirst  initanoe,  obieSy  so  ftr  as  that 


ion  they  opposed. 

Among  ue  causes  of  that  wiiveraal  diagnst 
vbioh  pervaded  all  New  England,  at  the  Ad- 
[linistration  and  its  sapporters,  was  the  general 
Mik*  and  contempt  of  this  invasion  of  Utnoda. 


[H.  or  E. 

.    .  e  pains  to  learn  the  aentimenta 

which  prevMl  on  this  eut{ject  in  New  England, 
and  partdoolarly  among  its  yeomanry,  tbe  pride 
and  the  hope  of  that  conntry.  I  have  convers- 
ed with  men,  resting  on  their  spades  and  lean- 
ing on  the  handles  of  tbeir  ploughs,  while  thev 
rdaxed  for  a  moment  from  the  labor  by  whicJl 
tbev  support  thuir  iamilies,  and  which  ^ves 
sucb  a  huilihood  and  character  to  their  virtues. 
They  asked — "What  do  we  want  of  Canada  I 
We  nave  land  enough.  Do  we  want  plunder? 
There  is  not  enough  of  that  to  pay  the  cost  of 
getting  it  Are  our  Ocean  rigbta  there  I  Or  ia 
it  there  our  seamen  are  held  in  c^tivity !  Are 
new  Stat«s  desired!  We  have  plenty  of  tbosa 
already.  Are  they  to  be  held  as  conquered  ter^ 
litorieet  This  will  require  an  army  there. 
Then,  to  be  safe,  we  must  have  an  army  here. 
And  with  a  standing  army,  what  security  for 
onr  libertieat" 

These  are  no  flctitions  reasoninss.  They  are 
tbe  Buggestions  I  doubt  not  of  tnousauds  and 
tens  of  thODsanda  of  our  hardy  New  England 
yeomaoiy ;  men  who,  when  tbdr  conutry  calls^ 
at  any  wise  and  real  exigency,  will  start  from 
their  native  soils  and  throw  their  sbielda  over 
their  libertiea,  like  tbe  soldiers  of  Cadmn^ 
"  armed  In  complete  steel ;"  yet  men,  who  bav« 
heard  the  windmg  of  your  horn  to  tlie  Canada 
campaign,  with  the  same  apathy  and  indiffer- 
ence with  which  tbey  would  bear  in  the  streeta 
the  trilling  of  a  Jewsharp,  or  the  twirrlng  of  a 
banjo. 

Ihe  plain  truth  is,  that  the  people  of  New 
England  have  no  desire  for  Canada.  Their 
moral  sentiment  does  not  justify,  and  tbey  will 
not  countenance  its  in vanon.  I  have  thus  stated 
the  gronnds  on  which  they  deem,  and  I  bav« 
felt  myself  bound  to  muniain,  that  this  con- 
templated invadon  of  that  territory  la,  as  it  re- 
spects the  Canadians,  wanton  and  crnel;  because 
it  iuflictH  the  greatest  imaginable  evils  on  them, 
without  any  imaginable  benefit  to  us;  that,  as 
it  req»ect8  the  United  States,  sach  an  i 


an  abuse  of  the  blessings  of  Divine  ProvIdeno& 
and  a  manifest  perveruon  of  His  multiplied 
bonnties,  to  the  purpose  of  desolating  an  inno- 
cent and  nntfending  people. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  the  next  view  I  pro- 
poaed  to  take  on  this  project  of  invading  Cana- 
da, and  consider  it  In  the  light  of  a  means  to 
obtain  an  early  and  honorable  peace.  It  is  lud, 
and  tliis  is  tbe  whole  argument  In  favor  of  tbla 
invasion,  In  this  aspect,  that  the  only  way  to 
negotiate  succeaafully  with  Great  Qrittun,  is  to 
appeal  to  her  fears  and  ruse  her  terrors  fur  the 
fate  of  her  oolonies.  I  shall  bore  say  nothing 
concerning  the  difficulties  of  executing  tliis 
scheme;  nor  about  the  posubillty  of  a  defioienoy 
both  in  men  and  money.  1  will  not  dwell  on 
the  disgust  of  all  New  England,  nor  on  tbe  in- 
fluence of  this  disgust  with  req>ect  to  your 
efforts.  I  will  admit,  for  the  present,  that  an 
army  may  be  raised,  and  tbat  auriog  tbe  fint 
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jtm  it  ma;  be  supported  b;  loans,  and  that 
■fterirkrdii  it  will  sapport  itself  bj  bayoneta.  I 
will  admit  farther,  for  the  sake  of  argnmeDt, 
that  mccMs  is  posaible  and  that  GmX  Britain 
realizes  the  praoticabilitj  of  it  Now,  all  this 
bring  admitted,  I  maintain  that  the  BnreBt  of 
all  possible  ways  t«  defeat  aaj  hope  from  n^o- 
tialioo,  is  the  threat  of  such  an  invasion,  and 
an  active  preparation  to  eieout«  it.  Those  mnat 
be  very  young  politioians,  their  pin-feathers 
not  yet  grown,  and  however  they  may  flntt«a- 
on  this  fluor,  they  are  not  yet  fledged  for  any 
high  or  distant  dight,  who  think  that  threata 
and  appealing  to  fear  are  the  ways  of  nodnc- 
ing  a  disposition  to  negotiate  in  Qreat  Britun, 
or  in  any  other  nation  which  onderatanda  what 
it  owes  to  its  own  safety  and  honor.  No  na- 
tion can  yield  to  threat,  what  it  mi^t  yield 
to  a  sense  of  interest;  because,  in  that  case,  it 
has  no  credit  for  what  it  grants,  and  what  is 
more,  loses  sometliing  in  point  of  reputation, 
ftom  the  imbecility  which  conoeseiona  made 
under  snch  oircnmstanoea  indicate.  Of  all  na- 
tions in  the  world.  Great  Britain  is  the  last  to 
yield  to  conuderationa  of  fear  and  terror.  The 
whole  history  of  the  British  nation  is  one  tissue 
of  facts,  tending  to  show  the  spirit  with  which 
she  meets  ell  attempts  to  bally  and  brow-beat 
her  into  measnres  inconsistent  with  her  IntATesta 
or  her  policy.  No  nation  ever  before  made  suoh 
■acriflces  of  the  present  to  the  f^tm^  No  na- 
tion OTer  bnilt  her  greatness  more  systamatl- 
oally,  on  the  principles  of  ahanghtyBelf-reapeot, 
which  yields  notliing  to  suggestiona  of  danger, 
and  which  never  permits  either  her  ability  or 
inclination  to  mdntain  her  rights  to  be  suspect- 
ed. In  alt  negotiations,  therefore,  with  that 
power,  it  may  be  t&ken  as  a  certain  truth,  that 
your  chance  of  fiulure  is  just  in  proportion  to 
the  publicity  and  obtru^veDess  of  threats  and 
appeals  to  fear. 

The  American  Cabinet  understands  all  this 
very  well,  althongh  this  House  may  not.  Their 
policy  is  founded  upon  it.  The  project  of  this 
biit  is  to  put  at  a  still  fiuther  distance  the  ehanoe 
of  amioabie  arrangemeoc,  in  coneeqnenoe  of  the 
dispositions  which  the  threat  of  invauon  of 
their  colonies,  and  attempt  to  execute  it,  will 
esdte  in  the  British  nation  and  Uinistry.  I 
have  some  clum  t^i  speak  concerning  the  policy 
of  the  men  who  constitute  the  Amwican  Csbi- 
nat.  For  eight  years  I  have  stndied  their  his- 
tory, characters,  and  interests.  I  know  no 
reason  why  1  should  Judge  them  severely,  ex- 
cept such  as  arise  ttom  those  inevitable  conolu- 
aions,  which  avowed  principles  and  distinet 
conduct  have  impreeeed  upon  the  mind.  I  say, 
then,  sir,  without  hesitation,  that  in  my  Jadg- 
ment,  tlie  embarrassments  of  onr  relations  with 
Qreat  Britun,  and  keeping  alive  between  this 
conntry  and  that  a  root  of  bitterness,  baa  been, 
is,  and  will  continue  to  be,  a  main  principle  of 
the  policy  of  this  American  Cabinet  ll>ey 
went  not  a  solid  settlement  of  our  diffbrenoee. 
If  the  nation  will  snpport  them  in  it,  they  will 
persevere  in  the  present  war.    If  it  will  not, 
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some  general  arrangementB  will  be  the  reecr^ 
which  will  leavtt  open  opportnnltiesfordiMctd; 
which  on  proper  occasions  will  be  improved  tiy 
them.  I  shall  give  my  reasons  for  this  i^nifw. 
I  wish  no  sentiments  of  mine  to  have  insoenee 
any  farther  than  the  reasons  nptMi  which  they 
are  founded  Justify.  Th^  are  public  rtMooa, 
arising  from  undeniable  beta;  tAe  natiou  will 
judge  for  itaeiL 

The  men  who  now,  and  who,  fbr  these  twdva 
years  past,  have,  to  the  misfortune  uf  this  codd- 
try,  guided  ita  conncils  and  directed  its  des- 
tinies, came  into  piower  on  a  tide,  which  was 
raised  and  snpporl«d  by  elements  constitnted  cf 
British  pri^ndiccS  and  British  antipathies.  The 
parties  which  grew  np  in  this  nation  took  their 
origin  and  form  at  the  time  of  tbe  adoptiw  d 
the  treaty  negotiated  by  Mr.  Jay,  in  17M.  Tha 
opposition  of  that  day,  of  which  the  m«i  sow  in 
puwer  were  the  leaders,  availed  them9elvG& 
very  deiterously,  of  the  relics  of  that  hatred 
towards  tbe  British  name  which  remained  afta 
the  Revolutionary  war.  By  perpetaally  blow- 
ing np  the  embers  of  the  ancient  pasdons,  they 
excited  a  flame  in  the  nation ;  ana  by  systema- 
tically directing  it  against  the  htworable  men 
who  at  that  time  condacted  its  affairs,  the 
Htrenath  and  influence  of  those  men  were  im- 
paired. The  embarrassments  with  France 
which  succeeded.  In  1T98  and  1799,  were  ton- 
ed to  the  same  acoonnt.  Unfortunately,  those 
who  then  conducted  the  pnblio  afiairs  attended 
lett  to  the  appearance  of  things,  Uian  to  tbcir 
measoreai  and  conudered  more  what  was  doa 
to  tbeir  country  than  was  pmdent,  in  the  Etala 
of  tlie  pr^odices  and  Jealoosiee  <^  tbe  peopk^ 
thus  nrtftuly  exdted  against  them.  They  went 
on,  in  the  conrae  they  deemed  right,  regardkn 
of  personal  otmseqoences,  and  blind  to  the  evi- 
dences of  diaoontent  which  snrrouuded  than. 
The  conseqnenoea  are  well  known.  The  su- 
preme power  in  these  United  Btates  passed  into 
the  bands  which  now  posses  it ;  in  wnich  it  hM 
been  continued  down  to  the  present  time.  Tbe 
transfer  of  power  was  effected,  nndeniably, 
prindpally  on  the  veij  ground  of  those  pr^o- 
dicea  and  antipathies  which  existed  in  the  na- 
tion against  Great  Britain ;  and  which  had  been 
artfully  fomented  by  the  men  now  in  power, 
and  their  adherents,  and  directed  against  their 
predeceasors.  ThesoprejudiceeandpamonBCon- 
BtiCute  the  main  pillar  of  the  power  of  these 
men.  In  my  opinion,  they  never  will  permit  it 
to  be  wholly  taken  away  from  them.  They 
never  will  permit  the  people  of  this  country  u 
took  at  them  and  their  political  opponents,  free 
of  tliat  janndice  with  which  (hey  have  careWly 
imbued  the  vidoa  of  their  own  partisans.  They 
never  wiU  consent  to  be  weighed  in  a  balance 
of  mere  merits ;  but  will  always  take  care  In 
keep  in  reserve  some  portion  of  these  Britid 
antipathies,  to  throw  as  a  make-weight  into  tiie 
oppodte  scale,  whenever  they  find  their  own 
silking.  To  continue,  multiply,  strengthen, 
and  extend  thesepropeof  thdrpower,  has  been, 
still  is,  tho  oljeot  of  the  duly  itndy  and  tte 
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Bishtlf  vigila  of  onr  Americao  Oabinet.  For 
thia  the  British  Treaty  was  permitted  to  expire 
1>T  its  owDlimitntioa;  notwithstanding  the  atAt« 
of  things  which  the  Treat;  of  Amiens  had  pro- 
dnced  in  Enrope  was  so  little  like  permanent 
peace,  that  the  ooonrrenoe  of  the  foo^  on  which 
the  force  of  that  limitation  depended,  might 
«a8il7  have  been  qnestioned,  with  bat  little 
-violence  to  the  terms,  and  io  perfect  conformitj 
■with  its  spirit  For  this  a  renewal  of  the  Trea- 
ty of  1TS4  was  refbsed  bj  oar  Cabinet,  althoagh 
proffered  bj  the  Britiih  Government  Fot  thia 
the  treaty  negotiated  by  Messrs,  Monroe  and 
Hoknej  in  1807  was  rejected.  For  this,  in 
1811,  fifty  tiioDSand  dollara  were  paid  out  of 
Hm  pnbtio  Treaanr;  to  John  Hear?,  fbr  tiie  ob- 
Tions  purpose  of  anflbling  the  American  Cabinet 
to  calumniate  their  political  oppouenta,  on  this 
very  point  of  Britdah  infloenee,  npon  the  eve  of 
elections,  occnrring  in  Ifaseachuaetta,  on  the 
STent  of  which  the  perpetuation  of  their  own 
power  was  materioll;^  dependent. 

l£r.  Speaker,  such  men  as  these  never  will 
permit  a  atate  of  things  to  paaa  away,  so  enen- 
tial  to  thuir  influence.  Be  it  peace  or  war,  ar- 
i&Dgeoient  or  hostility,  the  association  of  these 
Br^sh  antipathies  in  the  minds  of  the  masa  of 
the  comroonity,  wilh  the  characters  of  their 
political  opponents,  constitutes  the  great  maga- 
aiti«of  their  power.  Thia  composes  their  whole 
political  iarder.  It  is,  lilce  Lord  Peter's  brown 
loaf,  their  "beet  mutton,  real,  venison,  par- 
tridge, plnib-pndding,  and  costard. " 

From  the  time  of  the  expiration  of  the  Brit- 
ish Treaty  of  17B4,  and  the  refusal  to  renew 
it,  tlie  American  Cabinet  have  beencarefiil  to 
precede  negotiation  with  some  circnmstaneei 
or  other,  c«Icnlated  to  make  it  fail,  or  at  least 
to  make  a  sucoeasfiil  result  leas  certain.  Thus 
In  1806,  when,  from  the  plunder  of  commerce, 
by  British  onusers,  a  negotiation,  notwithstand- 
ing the  obvious  rekctaDoe  of  the  Cabinet,  was 
fenced  upon  them,  by  the  clamors  of  the  mer- 
chants, the  non-importation  law  of  April,  in 
that  year,  was  obtruded  twtween  the  two  conn- 
triee.  In  the  conrse  of  the  debate  upon  that 
law,  it  was  opposed  npon  this  very  gronnd, 
thnt  it  was  an  obstacle  to  a  saooessM  negotia- 
tion. It  was  advocated,  like  the  bill  now  un- 
der diacDssion,  aa  an  aid  to  successful  negotia- 
tion. It  was  also  said  by  the  opponents  of  the 
Iaw  of  1806,  that  Grwt  Britain  would  not  ne- 
gotiate under  its  operation,  and  that  arrange- 
inent,  attempted  under  proper  auspices,  could 
not  be  difficult,  from  tbe  known  interests  and 
iuclinatioiu  of  that  nation.  What  was  the  con- 
sequenoe?  Precisely  that  which  was  anticipat- 
ed. The  then  President  of  the  United  States 
-was  necessitated  to  come  to  this  House,  and 
recommend  a  suapension  of  the  operation  of  that 
law,  upon  the  openly-avowed  ground  of  its  be- 
in^  expedient  to  give  that  evidence  of  a  con- 
ciliatory disposition ;  really,  beoanse,  if  permit- 
ted to  oontinae  in  operation,  n^otiation  was 
found  to  be  impritcticaMe.  After  the  auspen- 
■ionoftiiat  law,  »  treaty  waa  formed.    The 
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merits  of  that  treaty,  it  is  not  within  the  "cops 
of  my  present  argument  to  discuss.  It  is  snm- 
cient  to  say,  it  was  deemed  good  enough  to  re- 
cuve  the  sanction  of  Measrs.  Monroe  and  Pink- 
ney.  It  arrived  in  America  and  was  rqected 
by  the  authority  of  a  single  individual;  appa- 
rently beoanse  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  ar- 
rangement about  impressment.  Really  becanse 
a  settlemBQt  with  Great  Britain,  at  that  tiB& 
did  not  "  enter  into  the  *cope  of  the  policy"  of 
tbe  American  Cabinet.  The  negotiation  waa 
indeed  renewed,  but  it  was  followed  up  with 
the  enforcement  of  the  non-importation  law, 
and  the  enactment  of  the  embargo.  Both  which 
step*  were  stated  at  the  time,  as  they  proved 
afterwards,  to  be  of  a  nature  to  make  bopelea 
succeMifid  negotiation. 

In  this  State  the  Executive  power  of  thia  na- 
tion formally  passed  into  new  hands,  but  sul>- 
stantially  remauied  under  the  old  prinoiplea  of 
action,  and  snMect  to  tbe  former  infiuencea.  It 
was  desirable  that  a  fund  of  popularity  should 
be  Qoquired  for  the  new  Administration.  Ao- 
cordingly,  an  arrangement  was  made  with  Mr. 
Erskine,  and  no  qnestione  asked,  conoemii^  the 
adequacy  of  his  powers.  But,  lest  tliis  xiircum- 
stance  should  not  defeat  the  proposed  arrange- 
ment, a  clause  was  inserted  in  the  correipoadence 
containing  on  insult  to  the  British  Govemuient, 
oSersd  in  the  face  of  the  world  such  as  no 
man  ever  gave  to  a  private  individual  whom  he 
did  not  mean  to  offend.  The  President  of  the 
United  Btatee  said,  in  so  many  words,  to  the 
person  at  the  head  of  that  Government,  that  he 
did  not  understand  what  belaaged  to  liis  own 
honor,  aa  well  as  it  was  understood  by  the 
Preudent  himself.  The  effect  of  such  language 
was  natural,  it  was  necessary ;  it  conld  not 
hot  render  the  British  Government  averse  to 
sanction  Mr.  Erskine's  arrangement.  The  ef- 
fect was  anticipated  by  Mr.  Robert  Smith,  then 
acting  as  Secretary  of  State.  He  objected  to 
its  l>emg  inserted,  but  it  was  done  in  the  Pree- 
ident's  own  handwriting.  As  Mr.  •Erskine'g 
authority  was  denied  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, it  is  well  known  that  in  fact,  on  the  point 
of  this  indignity,  the  fate  of  that  arrangement 
turned  Oan  any  one  doubt  that  our  Cabinet 
meant  that  itahonld  have  this  effect)  I  send 
you  word,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  1  have  agreed  with 
yoar  messenger,  and  wiah  you  to  ratify  it.  I 
think  you,  however,  no  gentleman,  notwith- 
standing; and  that  yon  do  not  understand,  as 
well  aa  I,  what  ii  "dne  to  your  own  honor." 
What  think  yon,  Aci  Would  yon  ratify  snob 
an  arrangement  if  yon  conld  help  itl  Does  a 
proffer  of  setUement,  connected  with  such  lan- 
guage, look  like  a  disposition  or  aa  intention  to 
coucilinte)  I  ^peal  to  the  common  sense  ot 
mankind  on  the  point. 

The  whole  stage  of  the  relationa,  induced  be- 
tween thia  country  and  Great  Britain,  in  conse- 
quence of  our  embargo  and  restrictive  systems, 
was,  in  fact  a  standing  appeal  to  the  feara  (a 
the  British  Oatnnet.  For,  notwithstanding  tijose 
systems  were  equal  in  their  terms,  ao  for  as  tiiey 
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affected  Forel(^  Poirera,  yet  their  operation 
vaa  notorioody  almoet  wholly  upon  Great  Brit- 
ain. To  yield  to  that  presaore,  or  to  an;  thing 
whidi  sbonld  foater,  in  this  coonbr,  th«  idea 
that  it  waa  an  eflbetoal  we^xm  of  hoeUIity,  was 
nothing  more  than  conceding  that  die  iraa  de- 
pendent npon  na.  A  eonoenioD,  which,  when 
onoe  made  by  her,  waa  eertain  to  enoMinge  a 
resort  to  it  by  na  on  every  ocearion  rf  difficnity 
between  the  two  naticma,  Beaaoning,  therefore, 
npon  the  known  nature  of  thloga,  and  the  plaio 
intoreata  of  Great  Britain,  it  waa  fin'^cM  that, 
during  iti  oontinnanoe  abawonld  oonoede  noth- 
ing. And  the  event  luB  jnatUed  tbcae  |H«di<^ 
tions.  fintthe  dronmatanoe  the  moat  atriUng, 
and  that  famiehiog  the  moat  condnrive  CTidenoe 
of  the  indispoeitioQ  of  the  Amwicaa  Cabinet  to 
peae&  and  their  daterminatioD  to  eaxrj  on  the 
war,  ia  tliat  oonnectad  with  the  |xetended  re- 
peal of  the  French  deoreeiL  In  NoTeniber,  1810, 
and  the  conaeqnent  reTiral,  in  181 1,  of  our  re- 
ttrictJTe  ayetem  againit  Great  Britain. 

If  ever  a  body  of  men  were  pledoed  to  any 
things  Uie  American  Cabinet,  Its  frieDds  and 
aapportera,  were  pledged  for  the  troth  of  this 
fact ;  that  the  French  decreea  of  Berlin  and  IC- 
lan  were  deflnltively  r^Maledaa  it  respects  the 
United  States,  on  the  llrat  of  November,  1810. 
If  aver  any  body  of  men  it^ed  their  whcde 
etook  of  reputation  npon  any  point,  onr  Cabinet 
diditonthis.  They  and  tlievparaaana  assert- 
ed and  raved.  Thej  denooncea  aveiy  mjut  aa 
a  Britiah  partiaan  who  denied  it  They  de- 
clared the  restrictive  ayatem  waa  revived  by  the 
mere  cfibot  of  the  prodsmaUm.  But  leat  the 
oonrts  of  law  Bhowd  not  be  as  snbservient  to 
their  policy  aa  might  be  wished,  they  passed  the 
lawt^theSd  of  March,  1811,  npon  the  bads  of 
this  repeal,  and  of  its  being  oefliiitive.  The 
British  GovermnenC  rettaaed,  howler,  to  re- 
cognize the  validity  of  this  repeal,  and  denied 
that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  r^>ealed 
on  the  first  of  November,  1810,  aa  onr  Oabinet 
aeaerted.  •  Thna,  theiL  stood  the  argnment  be- 
tween the  British  lunistry  and  onr  OatnneL 
The  British  Ministry  admitted  that  if  the  Beriin 
and  Milan  deoreea  were  repealed  on  the  1st  of 
November,  1810,  they  were  bound  to  revoke 
their  Orders  in  Cooncil.  Bnt  they  denied  that 
M>  exist.    Onr  Cabinet,  on  the  other  hand, 

nitted  that  if  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
were  not  repealed  on  the  1st  of  November,  1810, 
the  restrictive  system  ought  not  to  have  been 
revived  against  Great  Britaiu.  Bat  they  as- 
•erted  that  repeal  to  exisL  This  was,  virtnally, 
the  state  of  the  question  between  the  two  coun- 
tries on  this  pomt  And  it  is  agreed,  on  all 
hands,  that  this  reftual  of  the  British  Goveni- 
ment  to  repeal  their  Orders  in  Coancil,  sfter 
the  existence  of  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  as  aaserted  by  the  American 
CaUnet,  was  the  oaosa  of  the  declaratitm  of 
war  between  the  two  conntriee.  So  that  in 
tmth,  the  question  of  the  right  of  war  depend- 
ed npon  the  existence  of  that  f^t ;  for  if  that 
tact  did  not  exist,  even  the  American  Cabinet 
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did  not  i»«tend  that,  in  the  poation  in  whitk 
things  then  atood,  they  had  a  right  to  dedwa 
war,  on  account  of  the  omtinnanee  of  tiie  ftit- 
iah  Orders  in  ConnciL 

Now,  what  is  the  Imth  in  relatiMi  to  thii  d- 
important  faetL  the  definitive  repeal  of  the  Ba- 
lin  and  Milan  decrees  on  the  1st  of  VovooilNr, 
1810;  the  pivot  npon  which  toraed the  revinl 
of  the  restrictive  svstem  and  oar  deciaratjen  «f 
wart  Why,  rir,  the  event  has  proved  tbatia 
relation  to  that  bet  the  American  Catunet  wm, 
to  say  the  least,  in  an  error.  Bonaparte  hiB- 
self;  in  a  decree,  dated  the  2Sth  of  Ai»il,  IBll, 
tint  not  promnlgated  till  a  year  afterward^  & 
tinotlr  declares  that  the  Berlin  and  Hilaa  de- 
oreea wve  not  definitively  repealed,  as  rdsM 
to  Um  United  States,  on  ^le  1st  of  Koveml»r, 
1810.  He  also  dedarea  that  they  are  then,  <m 
that  twmty-eif^th  of  April,  fbr  the  first  tmM^ 
repeded.  And  he  fonnda  the  iseaing  of  dni 
deoreo  on  the  act  of  tiie  American  Congiess  it 
the2dofMarch,  1811.  That  very  act,  wIkI 
was  passed  upon  the  ground  of  the  defimtirs 
repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  on  tlM 
1st  of  November,  1810;  and  which,  it  is  agred 
on  all  sides,  the  American  Governmeit  w<re 
bound  in  honor  not  to  pass,  except  in  ease  d 
snch  antecedent  repeaL 

Were  ever  a  bony  of  men  so  abandoned  a 
the  hour  of  need,  as  tbe  American  CabiDst,  in 
this  instance  by  Bon^>artet  Waa  ever  laj 
body  of  men  so  cruelly  woimded  in  the  booaa  id 
tbdr  friend!  This,  this  waa  "tbe  nnkindtst est 
c^  alL"  fiot  bow  was  it  received  by  the  Amer- 
ican Cabinet  t  Sorely  they  were  indignant  ti 
thia  treatment.  Sorely  the  air  rings  witb  r^ 
proaches  npon  a  man  who  has  thus  made  tbcn 
stake  their  reputation  npon  a  falsehood;  loi 
then  raves  little  less  than  the  lie  direct,  to  tbdr 
assertions.  No^  sir,  nothing  of  all  this  is  hcaid 
from  our  GabineL  There  is  a  philoeo^^c  tuDe> 
that  would  be  remarkable,  if  it  were  no^ 


it  in  hie  heart  to  saf,  in  relation  U 

oree  of  Bonaparte,  whioh  eoatradiots  his  m- 

vionBal]egationsandBaBeverationB,is,that"TUi 

proceeding  is  rendered,  by  the  time  and  mauicr 

of  it,  liable  to  many  objections  I  " 

I  have  referred  to  this  snt^jeot  as  bdng  em- 
nected,  with  ftitore  ocNidnet,  strikingly  illnitn- 
tive  of  the  dispoddon  of  the  American  Cat^ 
to  carry  on  the  war,  and  of  their  intentiai,  if 
poaublc,  not  to  make  peace.  Sorely,  if  uj 
nation  bad  a  ctum  for  liberal  treatment  fraa 
another,  it  was  the  British  nation  firom  the  Amo^ 
ican,  after  the  discovery  of  the  erroroftiie  Aaw- 
ican  Government,  in  relation  to  the  repeal  oftbi 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  in  November,  ISVL 
In  consequence  of  that  error,  the  Aaieriea 
Cabinet  had  roioed  nnmben  at  our  owioti- 
zens,  who  had  been  caught  by  the  rerinl  vl 
the  non-intercoorae  law ;  ihey  had  revired  t'l*' 
law  against  Great  Britain,  under  drcomstiaMi 
whioh  now  appeared  to  havA  t>een  fiilliaiw; 
and  they  had  declared  war  against  her,  m  tb* 
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sappomtioii,  that  she  had  refbied  to  repeal  her 
Oraers  Id  Ooundl,  after  the  French  deoreeg 
were  In  &Bt  revolced  :  irhereas,  It  now  appeim 
that  the?  were  in  fact  not  revoked,  enrelf 
tlw  koowledge  of  thia  error  was  followed  bj 
■n  initant  and  anxiouB  deeire  to  redress  the  re- 
gnmngiinDrj.  Aa  the  British  Orders  In  Oonn- 
oil  were  m  fact  revoked,  on  the  knowledge  of 
the  existenoe  of  the  French  decree  of  repeal, 
smelT  the  American  Oabinet  at  once  extended 
the  buid  of  frieodabtp ;  met  the  British  Oot- 
enunent  half  way;  stopped  all  farther  irritation; 
and  (trove  to  place  every  thing  on  a  baaia  beat 
suited  to  promote  an  amicable  adjustment.  Ko, 
■ir,  nothing  of  all  this  oooarred.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  question  of  impreaementB  ia  made  the 
bams  of  continuing  the  war.  On  this  enbject, 
•  stodied  &imess  of  proposition  is  preserved, 
aooontpttnled  with  systematic  perseverance  in 
measnres  of  hostility.  An  armistioe  was  pro- 
posed by  them.  It  was  refueed  t)y  ns.  It  was 
kooeded  to  by  the  American  General  on  the 
Crontiers.  It  was  r^ected  by  the  Cabinet  No 
oonsideratioa  of  the  false  allegation  on  which 
the  war  in  fact  was  fbonded ;  no  connderation 
of  the  critical  and  extremely  consequential 
nature  to  both  nations  of  the  subject  of  impress- 
ment; no  considerations  of  humanity,  interpos- 
ed their  inflnence.  They  renewed  hostilities. 
They  rushed  upon  Canada.  Nothing  would 
■mtisfy  them  bnt  blood.  The  langnsge  of  their 
ooodnct  is  that  (^  the  giant,  in  &»  bgenda  of 
iD&ncy : 

"  Fee,  (aw.  fow,  flna, 

I  amellttieblowlof  aiiEngliihnian; 

Dead  or  bUts,  I  wOl  have  nms  I" 

Out  aach  men  pretend  that  peace  is  tbeir  ob- 
|eet?  Whatever  may  resnlt,  the  perfect  con- 
riotion  of  my  mind  is,  that  they  have  no  such 
intention,  and  that  if  it  oomee  it  ia  contrary 
both  to  tfa^  hope  and  expectation. 

I  would  not  Judge  these  men  severely.  But 
it  is  my  duty  to  endeavor  to  Judge  them  troly ; 
uid  to  express  fearlessly  the  reeolt  of  thatjn<lg- 
nent,  whatever  it  may  be.  Uy  opinion  resulte 
ixaa  the  ^jplication  of  the  well-known  prini^ 
>1e  of  jndging  concerning  men's  narpoBes  and 
noUves:  to  consider  rather  what  men  do, 
haa  what  they  eay ;  and  to  examine  tbeir 
leeda  Id  oonneotion  with  predominating  pae- 
aons  and  intereet«;  and  on  this  basis  decide. 
[n  maVing  on  estimate  of  the  intentions  of 
beMor  any  other  politician^  I  make  little  or 
lO  aooonnt  of  pacific  pretensions.  There  is  a 
•enerol  reluctance  at  war,  and  d«Bire  of  peace, 
vhicii  pervades  the  great  mass  of  every  people ; 
jid  artful  rulers  oonld  never  keep  any  nation 
t  war  any  length  of  time,  beyond  thdr  true 
Dtereets,  without  some  aaorifloe  to  that  general 
>Te  of  peace  which  exists  in  dvilized  men. 
tonaparte  himself  will  tell  yoo  that  he  is  the 
loet  pacific  creature  in  the  world.  He  has  sl- 
aady^  declared,  by  his  proolomation  to  Frenoh- 
leu,  that  he  has  gone  to  Moecow  for  no  other 
Q(]  than  to  cultivate  peooe,  aod  ootmteroct  the 
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Emperor  of  Bussia's  de^re  of  war.  In  thli 
ooontry,  where  the  popular  sentiment  has  so 
strong  an  impulse  on  its  affairs,  the  same  ob- 

trasive  preteomon  mnst  inevitably  be  preserved. 
No  man  or  set  of  men  ever  can  or  will  get  this 
oountry  at  war,  or  continue  it  long  in  war,  with- 
out keeping  on  band  a  stont,  roond  stock  of 
Kolling  matter.  Fair  propositions  -will  always 
be  made  to  go  hand  in  hand  with  ofTensive 
acts.  And  when  something  is  offered  so  reason- 
able that  no  man  con  doubt  bat  it  will  be  ac- 
cepted, at  the  same  moment  something  will  be 
done  of  a  uatnre  to  embarrass  the  project,  and  if 
not  to  defeat  at  least  to  render  if" •— "~ 


As  from  tLe  uniform  tenor  of  the  conduct  of 
the  American  Cabinet,  in  relation  to  the  British 
Government,  I  have  no  belief  that  their  inten- 
tion has  been  to  make  a  solid  arrangement  with 
that  nation;  so,  from  the  evidenoe  of  their  dis- 
poation  and  intention,  existing  abroad  and  on 
the  table,  I  have  no  belief  that  such  is  at  pres- 
ent their  purpose.  I  cannot  possibly  tiaink 
otherwise,  than  that  snch  is  not  their  intention. 
Let  ns  take  the  case  into  common  life.  I  have 
demands,  Mx.  Speaker,  against  yon,  very  Just 
in  their  nature,  bnt  different  Some  of  recent, 
others  of  very  old  date.  The  former  depending 
upon  principles  verv  clearly  in  my  favor.  The 
latter  critical,  dlmonlt,  and  dubiona,  both  in 
principle  and  settlement  In  this  state  of 
things,  and  during  your  absence,  I  watch  my 
opportunity,    declare    enmity;    throw    mjseU 


do  them  all  the  ii^ary  I  can.  While  I  am  doing 
this,  I  reodve  a  meaeenger  from  yoo,  stating 
that  the  grounds  of  the  recent  iignry  are  set- 
tied;  that  you  comply  foUy  with  my  terms. 
Tour  servants  and  children,  whom  I  am  plander- 
ing  and  killing,  invite  me  to^tay  my  hand  until 
yon  retom,  or  until  some  aooommodation  can 
take  plaoe  between  ns.  But,  deaf  to  any  such 
BUgeeetions,  I  prosecute  my  intention  of  injury 
to  the  utmoet  When  there  is  reason  to  expect 
yonr  return,  I  multiply  my  means  of  injury 
and  offence.  And  no  sooner  do  I  hear  of  your 
arrival,  than  1  thmst  my  fist  into  your  face,  and 
say  to  you — "  Well,  sir,  here  are  fur  properi- 
tions  of  settlement ;  come  to  my  terms,  which 
are  very  Jost;  settle  the  old  demand  in  my  w^, 
and  we  will  be  as  good  friends  as  ever."  Ifr. 
Speaker,  what  wonld  be  your  conduct  on 
snch  an  occasion  t  Woold  yon  be  apt  to  lot^ 
as  much  at  the  nature  of  the  propouttons,  aa  at 
the  temper  of  the  assailant?  If  yon  did  not 
at  once  return  blow  for  blow,  and  iqjuiy  for  in- 
Jury,  would  yon  not  at  least  take  a  littie  time 
to  oonnderl  Would  you  not  tell  snoh  an  as- 
sailant, that  yon  were  not  to  be  bullied  nor 
beaten  into  any  concession  t  If  you  settled  at 
all,  might  you  not  consider  it  your  duty  in 
some  way  to  make  him  feel  the  consequences 
of  bis  strange  intemperanoe  of  pasH<ml    For 
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mj»e\f,  1  luive  do  qnwUon  bow  a  man  of  spirit 
onsbt  to  act  under  saoh  circamatAncea.  I  have 
ulittle,  how  agreat  iiatio[i,likeGreat  Britain, 
will  act.  Now,  I  have  no  donbt,  mr,  that  the 
■  American  Cabinet  riew  thia  subject  in  the  aame 
light.  Thej  DDderatand  well,  tbat  bj  th«  de- 
^tratton  of  war,  tbe  InTasion  of  Oauada,  the 
refusal  of  an  anni^tioe,  and  perseverance  in  hos- 
Ulitieg,  after  the  principal  ground  of  war  had 
been  removed,  they  have  wrought  the  minds 
of  the  British  Cabinet  and  people  to  a  very 
high  state  of  irriottion.  Now  is  the  very  mo- 
ment to  get  up  Bome  grand  scheme  of  pacifica- 
tion; such  as  may  permsde  the  American 
people  of  the  inveterate  lore  of  otir  Cabinet  for 
peace,  and  make  tbem  aoqaleaoent  in  their  per- 
■everanoe  in  hostilities.  Accordinglj,  before 
the  end  of  the  Bc«aian,  a  great  tub  will  tie  thrown 
OQt  to  the  nbale.  Probably,  a  liUle  while  be- 
fore the  Spring  elections,  terms  of  verj  ^r 
import  will  be  proffered  to  Great  Britain.  Such 
as,  perhaps,  six  months  ago  onr  Cabinet  wonld 
not  have  granted,  had  nhe  solicited  them  on  ber 
kneee.  Sacb  as  probably,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  Qreat  Britain  ought  to 
accept  i  such  perhaps  as  in  any  other  state  of 
things,  she  would  have  acoepted.  Bat  sacb  as, 
I  fear,  under  the  irritation  produced  by  the 
Btrauge  ooane  parsued  by  the  American  Cab- 
inet, that  nation  will  not  accept.  Sir,  I  do  not 
believe  that  oar  Cabinet  expect  that  they  will 
be  accepted.  They  think  the  preeent  state  of 
induced  passion  is  sufficient  to  prevent  arrange- 
ment. But  to  make  assnranoe  doubly  inre,  to 
take  a  bond  of  fate,  that  arrangement  shall  not 
happen,  they  prepare  this  bill  A  hill,  which 
propOMa  an  augmentation  of  the  army  for  the 
express  purpose  of  conqnering  the  Oanadaa. 
A  hill  which,  connected  with  the  recent  dispo- 
sition evinced  by  our  Cabinet,  in  relation  to  those 
provinces,  and  with  the  avowed  intent  of  mak- 
ing tbeir  snbjugation  the  means  of  peace, 
thjrongh  the  fear  to  be  inapired  into  Great  Brit- 
on, is  as  ofibnsive  to  the  pride  of  that  na- 
tion aa  can  well  be  imagined ;  and  is,  in  my 
apprehension,  as  snre  a  gaarant«e  of  continued 
war  aa  conld  be  given.  On  these  grounds,  my 
mind  cannot  force  itself  to  any  other  conclusion 
than  this,  tbat  the  avowed  ottjeet  of  this  bill  is 
the  true  one;  that  the  Canadas  are  to  be  in- 
Taded  the  next  season ;  that  the  war  ia  to  be 
protracted :  and  that  thia  is  the  real  policy  of 
the  American  Cabinet 

I  will  now  reply  to  those  invltaticms  to 
"onion,"  whioh  have  been  soohtmaively  urged 
npon  us.  If  by  this  call  to  union  is  meant  a 
union  in  a  prqject  for  the  invasion  of  Canada, 
or  for  the  invasion  of  East  Florida,  or  for  the 
conquest  of  any  foreign  country  whatever, 
either  as  a  means  of  carrying  on  this  war  or 
for  any,  other  purpose,  I  answer  distinctly,  I 
will  tmito  with  no  man  nor  any  body  of  men 
'  ft>r  any  such  puiTioses.  I  think  such  prq'  ' 
criminal  in  ^e  highest  degree,  and  minoc 
the  prosperity  of  these  StAtea.  But,  if  by  tbia 
invitation  ia  meaot  union  in  preparation  for  de- 


fence, strictJy  so  called ;  onion  in  forti^-ing 
onr  seaboard ;  onion  in  patting  onr  cities  into  a 
state  of  safety ;  union  in  raising  soch  a  military 
Ibree  aa  shall  be  saffident  with  the  local  tnilitia 
in  tbe  bands  of  the  constitotiooal  leadera,  tha 
Ezeoativea  of  the  Btatee,  to  give  a  ratiooa]  de- 
gree of  security  against  any  invasion ;  snfficieBt 
to  defend  our  frontiera,  Buffident  to  awe  into 
dlwice  the  Indian  triljea  within  our  Territoriea; 
union  in  creating  sncb  a  maritime  force  as  ahd 
oommand  the  seaa  on  the  American  coastsL  and 
keep  open  the  intercourse,  at  leaat  between  the 
States :  if  this  is  meant,  I  have  no  hcsttatian ; 
union  on  sach  principles  yon  shall  have  frc^ 
me  oonEally  and  fatuifully.  And  thia,  too,  ar, 
without  any  reference  to  the  state  of  my  Ofiar 
ion,  in  relation  to  the  justice  or  ueceHdl;  u/ 
this  war,  Beoanse  I  wm  understand  such  fa> 
he  the  condition  of  man,  in  a  social  compact, 
that  he  most  partake  of  the  late  of  the  aoddcg 
to  which  be  Delongs,  and  must  submit  to  ibe 
privations  and  sacrifices  its  defence  reqnirea, 
notwithstanding  tbeae  may  be  the  rewlt  cf 
the  vicea  or  crimes  of  ila  immediate  rakii. 
But  there  is  a  great  difference  between  sapport- 
ing  such  rulers  in  plans  of  neceaeniy  a^-de- 
fenoe,  on  which  the  safety  <^  our  altsra  and 
fireaidea  especially  depend,  and  sapporting  tbem 
in  projects  of  foreign  invasion,  and  encooraging 
them  in  schemes  of  conqoeet  and  ambitka, 
which  are  not  only  nnjust  in  ttaemselrea,  bat 
dreadful  in  their  oonseqnenoea ;  inasmuch  a^ 
let  the  particular  project  result  as  it  may,  tha 

Seneral  effect  must  De,  according  to  human  view, 
BBtmctive.to  our  own  domestic  liberties  and 
constitntioD.  I  q>eak  as  an  iudividna].  %-, 
for  my  single  sel^  did  I  support  sacb  projeett 
as  are  avowed  to  be  the  objects  of  this  IhII,  I 
should  deem  myself  a  traitor  to  my  eoontiy. 
Were  I  even  to  (ud  tbem  by  loan,  or  in  any 
other  way,  I  shonld  consider  myself  a  pnrtaker 
in  the  guilt  of  the  pnrpoee.  But  when  thcaa 
projects  of  an  invasion  shsU  be  abandcMwd ; 
when  men  yield  up  schemes  whidi  noC  Mily 
openly  cootemi^Bte  the  ru^ng  of  a  greu  nuli- 
tary  force,  but  also  the  concentrating  (hen 
at  one  point,  and  pladng  them  in  one 
hand ;  scbemes  obviously  minous  ta  Ae 
fates  of  a  free  Republio— aa  they  comprelieDd 
the  means  by  which  such  have  ever  herctofire 
been  deslfoyed ;  when,  I  say,  such  acbonei 
shall  be  abandoned,  and  the  wishes  of  tha 
Cabinet  limited  to  mere  defence  and  frontier 
and  maritime  protection,  there  will  be  no  need  c^ 
calls  to  union.  For  such  oljects  there  ia  not,tlMn 
cannot  be,  bat  one  heart  and  soul  in  Uib  pet^dd 
Mr.  AscHBS  said,  so  great  was  the  reject 
which  be  felt  for  tjie  House,  so  deep  was  tha 
consciooanees  which  he  entertained  of  his  ina- 
bility to  do  justice  to  a  cause,  espedally  one  of 
so  much  magnitude  and  importance^  ttf  wludk 
be  might  be  the  advocate,  that  be  woold  be 
doing  u^ustice  to  his  feelings  were  he  not  te 
express  the  weight  of  tbe  erobaJTrasementB  whidt 
oppressed  him.  But  tbe  wide  range  which  te 
preeent  discnasion  bad  taken,  iuvolviug  war- 
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rideratioiu  of  great  national  ioterest,  and  call- 
ing forth  the  cruel  asperities  of  politicial  intoler- 
BDoe,  eeeined  to  leave  blm  ao  alteruaUve  in 
the  discbar^  of  his  dntj,  bnt  to  r«)el  the  nn- 
founded  inainuationa  which  had  nuwn  in  ao 
eopions  a  stream  from  the  other  side  of  the 
HoDM.  Were  ^[entlemeii  to  oonflne  themselves 
to  a  temperate  laveetigation  of  the  propriety  of 
adopting  measnreB  either  reoommended  b;  the 
Ezeeatire,  or  proposed  by  the  m^orit;,  who  is 
Uiere  that  would  not  listen  vith  pleasure  and 
aatisfaetion  t  But  when  the  liberty  of  debate 
-was  proetitnted  In  diBseminating  the  moat  on- 
fonnded  charges,  in  the  indiscrimiDate  abase  of 
the  oonstitnted  aathoritiea  of  the  nation,  he 
confessed  be  conld  not  "always  be  a  hearer, 
and  never  reply."  The  few  obserrations  he 
had  U>  make  would  be  vitbont  either  s^tem  or 
airaDgemant,  having  beetowod  no  prerioas  oon- 
aideratioD  on  the  anbject,  and  should  beconfined 
not  BO  mnch  to  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional 
army,  as  the  remarks  and  awnnents  of  thoee 
gentlemen  who  had  preoeded  aim  on  Qia  other 
ride  of  the  Hoose. 

And  here,  he  aaid,  he  hoped  to  be  permitted 
first  to  notice  the  charge  which  had  been  confi- 
dently made  by  a  gentleman  ^m  New  Tork 
(Mr.  Gold)  against  the  majority  of  the  Eonae. 
He  had  asserted  (and  be  seemed  to  dwell  npon 
the  aseertion  with  peculiar  satdsfaction)  Uiat 
war  had  been  declared  by  Oongress  premature- 
ly and  wiiboQt  due  preparation ;  that  to  em- 
hark  in  a  war  with  a  powerful  nation,  without 
a  large  standing  ormv,  was  impolitic  in  the  ex- 
treme. This  prindple,  sud  Mr.  A.,  in  the  gen- 
eral might  be  true,  but  it  bad  certainly  no  ap- 
plication to  this  country.  Our  Government 
waa  founded  on  the  broad  basis  of  popular 
opinion,  liable  to  fiuctnation  npon  the  first 
appearance  of  any  aystem  which  might  be  oal- 
onlated  to  destroy  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
A  laudable  Jealousy  of  their  rulers  throbbea  in 
the  heart  in  every  man  in  the  country,  who 
would  seize  the  firat  opportunity  to  change  an 
Administration  that  would  raise  a  standing 
army  in  time  of  peace,  whatever  might  be  the 
profeBsed  objects  of  such  an  Administration. 
From  this  Jealousy  the  natural  resnll  would  be, 
that  the  men  who  raised  the  array  wonid  never 
declare  the  war  which  it  was  intended  to  wiwe. 
He  would  refbr  to  the  Administration  of  Mr. 
Adama.  An  army  bad  been  than  ruaed,  or 
■ttempted  to  be  rdaed,  to  defend  the  country 
against  an  anticipated  French  invasloD.  The 
profeeeed  object  was  disbelieved,  and  tbo  peo- 
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pie,  apprehending  an  invanon  of  thdr  rights, 
removed  from  power  the  men  who  bad  voted 
for  the  army.    All  onr  inaUtntionB  were  repug- 


nant to  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace.  An- 
ticipated invasion  would  seldom  Justify  it,  be- 
cause it  might  be  made  a  pretext  for  the  pur- 
pose at  all  times,  and  with  the  most  dangerous 
views.  What  bad  been  aaid  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Qdtnct)  seemed  to 
cooflrm  this  powti(»,  for  he  had  ezpresaed  hie 
fettrs  of  the  army,  even  In  a  state  of  declared 


war,  when  that  army  was  to  be  employed  oat 
of  tiM  limits  of  the  country ;  and  if  jealousy 
existed  at  such  time,  the  concluaion  would 
naturally  follow  that  it  would  exist  to  a  greater  . 
degree  in  a  time  of  peace.  The  argument  then' 
of  the  genUeman,  if  it  proved  any  tntng,  proved 
too  much,  because  its  effect  would  always  be  to 
frustrate  the  views  of  the  Government,  and 
prevent  it  from  going  to  war  to  avenge  even 
the  grossest  insult,  or  to  assert  even  its  moat 
indisputable  rights.  Bat  en  appeal  had  been 
made  with  much  confidence  to  the  history  of 
all  Europe,  to  bear  him  out  in  the  charge  ha 
bad  made,  and  it  had  been  said  that  no  instance 
of  a  nation's  engaging  in  a  war  without  having 
a  well-regulsted  and  disciplined  army  could  be 
adduced.  This,  said  Mr.  A.,  will  be  admitted, 
but  he  presumed  it  was  incumbent  npon  the 
gentleman  to  show  that  some  analogy  existed 
between  the  Govemmenia  of  Europe  and  that 
of  the  United  States,  before  his  argument  could 
have  any  application  to  the  subject.  There  the 
people  had  no  voice  in  the  seloction  of  their 
rulers.  There  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  monarch 
was  the  law  of  the  land,  and  his  docrees,  how- 
ever oppreeeive  or  obnoxious,  were  enforced  hy 
the  band  of  power,  without  a  murmur  or  com- 
nluQt^  There  each  Goveroroent  is  surrounded 
□y  kingdoms  powerful  and  strong,  the  ambition 
of  whose  mlera  prompts  them  to  seize  npon 
every  occasion  to  enlarge  the  boundaries  of 
their  dominions.  For  one  of  these  powers, 
even  in  the  most  peaceAU  condition  of  the 
world,  to  be  destitute  of  a  powerful  and  per- 
manent military  force,  would  evince  an  inat- 
tention to  its  own  security  and  independence, 
which  would  demonstrate  the  incapacity  of  ita 
monarch  to  govern  his  subjects,  or  to  preserve 
the  integrity  of  bis  possessions.  But  the  dis- 
similarity of  the  Government  and  situation  <rf' 
the  United  States  would  show  the  inapplica- 
bility of  the  gentieman's  maxim  to  this  country. 
Here  we  have  no  powerful  neighbor  wboee  in- 
cnrrions  we  drea£  Here  we  are  happily  re- 
moved, by  a  wide-extended  ocean,  from  those 
nations  who,  uoon  a  declaration  of  war  by  ua, 
could  overrun  tne  country  with  a  military  force, 
or  endanger  its  civil  institutions.  Here  we  have 
a  people  proudly  Jealous  of  their  liberties,  who 
will  put  down  conatitntionally  every  attempt  in 
a  state  of  peace  to  raise  a  Military  Establish- 
ment. To  have  delayed,  then,  the  declaration 
of  war  against  En^and,  until  the  ranks  of  the 
army  antborized  to  be  raised  had  been  com- 
pletely filled,  would  have  been  a  most  certain 
course  to  have  defeated  the  abject  which  Con- 
gress had  in  view.  Tbe  jealouaiea  and  fears 
which  would  have  been  the  necessary  conse- 
quence of  such  delay,  would  have  brought  into 
power  men  of  far  duTerent  views;  men  who,  if 
the  natural  conclnsion  to  be  drawn  from  the 
argomenta  of  some  of  them  conld  be  admitted, 
would  sooner  submit  to  all  the  indignities  we 
had  received  from  Great  Britain,  tWi  reuat 
her.  The  war  was  therefore  not  declared  pre- 
matorely,  bat  waa  delayed  to  as  late  a  period 
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dered  at  Detroit,  if  it  had  been  commanded  bj 
B  man  of  spirit  and  fidelity,  would  long  before 
this,  by  tbe  posseMion  which  it  would  have 

Eivea  us  of  an  important  province  of  the  enemy, 
ave  convinced  him  that  war  was  not  declared 
witboDt  preparation.  But,  for  having  aoid 
much  upon  this  point,  some  apology  seemed 
be  seceseary  upon  his  part,  and  he  ooold  only 
Bay  that  ho  had  been  inanced  to  do  so,  becanse, 
having  been  one  of  the  m^ority  who  Toted  for 
war  against  England,  the  chaise  seemed  to  be 
Bn  impotation  against  bis  character,  which  the 
dnty  every  man  owed  to  himself  bomid  him  to 
repel 

It  had  been  aaid  by  a  gentleman  fivm  Con- 
Becticnt  (Mr.  Fttkin)  that  the  natare  of  the  war 
had  been  changed ;  the  principql  canse  had  been 
removed  by  the  British  Order  in  Oonncil  of  Jmie 
S8d,  181S,  by  which  her  previona  orders  were 
repealed;  that  it  was  a  well-aacertuned  fact 
that  war  wonld  not  have  taken  place  if  this  in- 
telligence had  reached  the  United  States  befbre 
ita  decUration ;  and  that  the  Execntive  ought 
to  have  acceded  to  the  terms  proposed  through 
Admiral  Warren,  and  have  terminated  the  con- 
test. These  were  grounds  which  demanded 
some  consideration,  and  he  trusted  tliat  he 
wonld  be  able  to  show,  from  anthentic  docu- 


Bnt  he  wonld  now  admit,  for  the  sake  of  argu- 
ment, f  what  he  should  hereafter  prove  incor- 
rect,) tliat  the  Orders  in  Ooancil  were  the  prin- 
cipal cause  of  the  war ;  he  could  not,  for  nim- 
ael^  see  how,  even  then,  the  war  ought  injustice 
to  have  terminated.  Did  it  follow  that  minor 
oonsiderations  should  be  placed  ont  of  view  or 
yielded  up  entirely  1  Would  it  have  been  proper 
for  the  Government  to  have  entered  into  no 
stipulations  for  the  security  of  American  sea- 
men t  Wonld  it  have  been  proper  in  them  to 
have  claimed  on  behalf  of  our  dtLiens  no  in- 
demnity for  the  vaat  amoont  of  spoliations 
which  have  been  made  on  the  property  of 
American  merchanta  f  Unquestionably  not. 
Until  these  coneideretloDS,  admittdnB  them  to 
be  of  minor  importance,  should  have  oeen  satis- 
factorily adjusted,  to  have  made  a  peace,  in  bis 
opinion,  would  have  been  the  height  t£  impoli- 
cy. Bir,  B^d  be,  it  is  not  sufficient  that  the 
liljury  should  cease,  bnt  that  ample  compensa- 
tion should  be  made  for  the  oommissioa  of  the 
wrong.  This  was  the  case  every  day  between 
Individuals  in  civil  sodety,  and  why  ought  not 
the  rule  to  apply  with  equal  force  to  States,  in 
their  rebtion  to  each  other!  Justioe  was  its 
foundation,  and  that  would  operate  npon  the 
one  as  well  aa  the  other.  These  conuderations 
alone,  perhaps,  ought  to  be  deemed  sufficient  to 
show  that  the  coarse  the  gentlemen  would  have 
taken  would  have  been  unwise.  But,  suppos- 
ing them  to  have  no  wei^t,  he  thought  it 


might  be  satis&ctMily  shown  that,  to  hsve  te- 
c«aed  to  the  terms  propooed  I7  die  Biitidi 
Government,  would  luve  l>een  an  aebid  tbu- 
domnent  of  the  prindpal  cause  whidb  had  is- 
duoed  hostilitiea.  To  have  n^^ated  witbimt 
entering  into  an  arrangement  in  Telation  to  tbi 
important  interest  of  impreflament,  would  m- 
qnetitionabiy  have  been  a  relinqoiahment  <^  tbt 
right  whioh  we  claimed,  to  be  exempted  fron 
ita  exercise.  Bnt  it  was  said  thatwaaaMcMid- 
ary  oonsidu^on.  From  wbeooe  was  this  cod- 
clnnon  drawn  I  Were  we  more  regaidfnl  of 
the  property  tbMt  tb»  personal  liberty  tl  lit 
dtiten  f  Was  it  taken  from  an  ImprcaDoa 
which  had  gone  abroad  in  the  oountij)  cr 
from  the  UDMfltdtl  oonvenation  of  the  mcmbm 
of  the  HoDse  t  These  (pinions  (if  tlie  eipn» 
sion  were  allowed)  he  would  call  exba  judicid, 
and  entitled  to  no  oondderation.  Bat  to  ebor 
that  impreaameBt  was  the  prindpal  oaose,  h» 
would  resort  to  the  best  evidence  of  which  tbt 
case  was  susceptible.  He  wonld  aiqwal  to  tbi 
archives  and  reoorda  of  the  conntry,  whidi,  ii 
his  opinion,  would  be  coadu^ve,  to  show  whtf 
the  opinions  of  Oongrees  were  upon  that  nb- 
Ject.  And,  in  the  first  place,  wonld  call  6» 
attention  of  the  Honse  to  the  report  of  tbi 
committee  to  whom  our  fordgri  o^ira  iren 
intrasted,  whioh  was  made  on  Uie  29tb  of  5»- 
ventber,  1611.  After  commenting  on  the  of»- 
ration  of  the  Orders  in  Conndl,  they  say: 

■<  That  thay  an  not  of  thai  sect  whwe  vonliB  ■ 
at  the  ibiliie  of  a  calculating  avarice,  and  ^lilt  IB7 
laying  before  the  Hobm  the  jost  ocmpluiib  a 
mercliBnti  againM  th«  pltmder  at  their  ibxpt  md 
eargoea,  they  cannot  nAsin  fmtn  pnaentiiig  to  lb 
juAce  sod  bumani^  of  their  country  the  imbi|i(V 
can  at  our  impresaed  eeuneo.  Altboogfa  Oa  grau> 
of  thsia  vietimi  of  baibaiity  for  the  km  of  (lAit 
~Mild  b«  desnr  to  Asierieaiia  than  life)  Ibedr  libar- 
.  ;  aMM^h  Ae  eris*  of  tbnr  win*  and  ditdra  !> 
the  privstiou  of  proteoton  and  p«renb  htTe  at  Ui 
been  diowiwd  In  the  louder  cUmon  at  the  toi  tC 
>per^ ;  yet  !•  the  practice  of  fotcing  ooi  muisa 
0  the  Bntijh  navy,  in  violatioa  of  the  rij^ttrfinr 
flsg,  curied  on  with  nnal)at«d  rigor  and  tetaitr,  S 
it  Im  our  dutf  to  encourage  the  fair  and  le^tmuh 
commene  of  the  oountiy  by  protecting  tbe  inf^ 
rf  the  merchant,  then,  indeed,  by  u  much  aaEbiri 
libor^  an  mnrv  estlniable  than  ihipe  and  goodi,  W 
Ecnch  more  impreavrg  is  the  dnty  to  shield  die  jn- 
KiD>  of  our  seamen,  whoae  bard  and  boBMt  ttr^ 


of  th<dr  oonDtiy.' 
Again,  the  same  committee,  in  the  leport 

which  they  made  to  tbe  House,  detailing  tbe 
causes  which  should  induce  the  Honse  to  de- 
clare war,  saj^  (after  speatinff  of  the  evils  flow- 
ing from  the  Orders  in  Oouncil :) 

"  That  they  will  proceed  to  the  cmndentiix  ^ 
another  wrong,  which  hae  been  etill  mon  stieffJy 
felL  Tbi»it  the  impreMmcntcfonrKeartn,  •?•* 
■|  baa  been  uncesMo^y  mainUined  hjGnal 
11  the  wan  to  which  she  bu  been  ■  pu^ 
RflTOlution.  That  they  eaaoot  connj,  jl 
temii^  the  de^  Mose  wbieh  tbey  niv**" 
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tit  the  faynatice  mod  apprenion  of  thia  piocMding. 
Under  th«  prslaEt  of  imprecuDg  Britiui  MBineD, 
Americmiu  wen  Miied  in  Bridjh  ports,  on  the  blgh 
■a&i,  and  in  erarj  other  qauler  to  whidi  the  Britiah 
poirer  extendi,  were  t«ken  on  board  British  man  of 
■mi,  uid  compelled  to  lerre  there  aa  Britiiih  rabjecti. 
In  this  mode  onr  citiieiu  were  wnntoDly  Bnatched 
from  their  own  eonntiy  ind  their  hmiiiea;  daprired 
of  (heir  liberty,  end  doomed  to  &n  Ignominions  and 
riavish  boodage;  compelled  to  fight  the  battles  oT  ■ 
fcnefgn  conotry,  and  oftati  lo  perish  in  them.  Onr 
Btg  hu  grrea  them  no  protection  ;  it  haii  beeti  un- 
ceuingly  riolated,  and  onr  veivU  eipoaed  to  danger 
b;  the  Ion  of  the  men  tales  from  them.  That  while 
this  practice  is  continued,  it  is  impoaible  Tor  the 
United  Statu  to  consider  themselves  an  independent 
nation,  for  ererf  casn  produces  a  neir  proof  of  their 

These  reports,  by  the  adopdon  of  the  meos- 
ores  they  recommended,  were  sanctioned  by 
the  Congreas  of  the  United  States,  and  may  be 
considered  as  farnidhing  strong,  if  not  full  and 
complete  evidence,  that  the  Legislative  depart- 
menC  of  the  OovernmeDt  considered  the  itn- 
pressment  of  onr  seanien  aa  the  principal  cause 
which  impelled  them  to  have  reconrse  to  the 
last  resort  of  injured  nations.  The  opinion  of 
the  Execative  had  been  manifested  in  clear  and 
explicit  terms  npon  the  subject,  in  the  Heaaa^e 
of  the  Chief  Mogistrate  of  the  1st  of  June,  1S12. 
TboB  we  have  these  concLirrent  proofs  against 
the  assertiona  of  the  gentleman  from  Connectj- 
cot,  (Mr.  PiTKis.)  If,  then,  as  it  appears  clear- 
ly to  have  been,  from  the  docnments  before 
ollnded  to,  that  impressment  waa  the  principal 
cause  of  the  war,  tnat  it  was  an  injary  which 
DO  independent  nation  conld  submit  to  with- 
out  sarrendering  n  portion  of  its  eovereignty, 
would  it  not  be  admitted,  even  on  the  gioand 
which  had  been  taken,  that,  to  Lave  torminated 
tbe  war  by  acceding  to  the  propositions  alluded 
to,  wonld  have  been  d^roding  to  the  nation, 
and  bi^ve  maoifosted  tbe  incompetency  of  the 
EiecutJve  to  have  conducted  witn  firmness  the 
helm  of  State  which  hod  been  eubmitted  to  his 
guidance  and  direction?  And  no  doubt  could 
be  entertJUDed  had  snch  an  event  taken  place, 
bat  we  sbonid  have  heard  dennnciations  against 
the  Administration  proceeding  from  the  very 
quarter  whence  tbey  now  Sow.  Then  they 
woold  have  been  made  with  infinitely 
Jostice,  because  they  would  have  been 

Krted  by  reason  and  by  truth.  'We  shoDld 
re  then  foond  the  opposition  i^pealing  to 
tbe  eympathiee  of  the  people,  and  proclaiming 
that  their  most  inestimable  rights  hod  been  sur- 
rendered by  Government  in  the  pacification; 
ttut  attbough  they  were  ori^nally  opposed  to 
a  war,  when  it  bad  once  been  declared  tbey 
I  wotdd  have  prosecuted  it  until  the  claim  hod 
I  heen  abandoned  by  the  British  Government. 
For,  it  cannot  be  concealed  that  unless,  in  the 
I  present  contest,  Great  Britain  can  he  compelled 
i  to  relinquish  her  claim  to  tbe  right  of  impress- 
ment, nnless  it  be  made  the  lint  qua  non  by  the 
]  American  Govemment,  to  any  arrangement  of 
j  Vofc.  IV.— 11 


the  existing  differences  between  the  two  na- 
tion^ our  daim  to  exemption  from  the  practice 

must  be'  forever  given  np,  and  Great  Britain 
'ill  feel  herself  at  liberty  to  continue  to  eier- 
be  it  with  ten-fold  rigor  and  Beverity. 
Mr.  A.  declared  that,  notwithstanding  the 
cLiraor  ofFrench  influence  and  French  alliance, 
he  felt  no  apprehensions  upon  that  subject,  an 
vas  well  convinoed  it  was  not  the  intentioa 
„  wish  of  our  Government  to  engulph  ns  in 
the  uniuUiomBble  vortex  of  European  warfare. 
One  word  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  OoLu)  and  he  iiad  done.  It  bad  been  oral- 
sidered  by  him  as  a  most  onfortunate  circum- 
stance that  we  ahould  be  engaged  in  a  war  with 
Great  Britwn  when  Rnsua  was  struggling  for 
her  independence.  The  most  amicable  relations 
existed,  it  was  true,  between  Russia  and  the 
United  States;  bnt  would  the  gentleman  have 
us  on  that  account  lo  submit  to  every  species  of 
indignity  from  the  ally  of  that  power?  He  be- 
held with  aa  much  det«atation  and  nbborrenoe 
the  conduct  of  the  French  £mperor  as  any  man. 
could  pos^bly  do.  His  ambitious  progress  was 
everywhere  marked  with  blood.  The  Ten- 
geaoce  of  Heaven,  he  trusted,  would  arrest  him 
in  his  career  to  universal  coniguest  and  domin- 
ion. The  present  condition  of  Russia,  olthoagh 
her  people  groaned  under  a  despotism  of  the 
most  unrelenting  nature,  most  excite  ttie  sym- 
pathy of  every  man  in  this  country,  because  she 
was  contending  for  her  independeQce,  and  he 
would  wish  her  complete  success  in  the  war  in 
which  she  was  now  engaged,  bnt  that  her 
triumph  wonld  protract  the  restoration  of  peace 
to  his  own  oountiT. 

Mr.  Grohot. — Mt.  Speaker,  had  this  debat« 
been  confined  to  the  bill  before  you,  I  should 
certainly  not  have  troubled  the  House  witii  any 
remarks  of  mine ;  but  as  tbe  genUemen  opposed 
to  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged  have  se- 
lected this  OB  a  fit  oocasion  to  bring  before  this 
House  and  the  nation  a  full  view  of  all  the  re- 
lations which  exist  between  this  and  other  conn- 
tries,  an  apology  at  least  is  furnished  for  a 
member  of  that  committee,  to  whose  examina- 
tion these  subjects  have  been  confided,  to  give 
his  ideas  upon  the  various  points  snggeated. 
This  I  shall  endeavor  to  do  with  Oemper  and 
moderation. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  state,  as  accurately 
and  OS  concisely  as  1  am  able,  the  manner  in 
which  the  points  in  difference  between  the  two 
nations  ought  to  be  conndered. 

'Upon  some  pi  the  subjects  in  controvert,  fbr 
instance,  that  of  impressment,  negotiation  had 
been  tried  unsuccesafully  for  twenty  years,  as  I 
will  show  before  I  sit  down,  from  thepuhlic  re- 
cords of  the  country ;  on  others  it  had  been 
tried  for  a  shorter  period.  At  tbe  last  seaaion 
of  Congress,  when  every  hope  of  obtaining  Jus- 
tice in  any  other  way  was  lost,  tbe  Unitedi 
States  declared  war,  not  to  procnrea  repeal  of  the 
Orders  in  Oouncil  only,  but  to  obtain  redress  fbr 
the  unjust  spoUatioos  which  had  been  commit- 
ted on  the  property  of  American  citizens,  and 
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to  came  GrMt  Britain  to  eeue  the  practice  of 
impresMnent  Other  caDi!es  of  irritntiou  eiUud, 
hnt  these  were  the  promiaeDt  causes  of  the  wir. 
It  may  be  taikea  as  granted,  in  thU  diaciuBion, 
that  those  orders  are  revoked,  notwithstanding 
the  objectionable  mmuier  of  the  revocation. 
Ton  are  now  aafced  to  lay  down  the  sword  be- 
fore jon  have  obtained  anj  of  the  object  of 
the  war,  except  the  abolition  of  these  obnozions 
orden.  I  reqnest  gentlemen  to  reflect,  whether 
thie  is  not,  in  point  of  fact,  an  abandonment  of 
the  other  points  in  dispatef  Do  yon  not,  hy 
ceasing  to  prosecnte  the  war  which  is  already 
commenced,  declare,  in  the  atrongeet  poesible 
terms,  that  yon  will  not  ma^e  war  for  the  in- 
Jnriea  which  remain  nnredressed?  Cananyman 
persuade  himself  that  yon  will  obtain  that  by, 
negotjation  for  which  yoa  hare  determined 
yon  win  not  fight  I  and  that,  too,  from  a  nation 
at  an  times  disposed  to  depress  this  growing 
country  I  That  politician  most  have  a  very  im- 
perfect knonled^  of  the  considerations  which 
mflnence  all  Cabineta,  who  doee  not  know  that 
the  strongest  inducement  which  can  be  bronght 
to  operate  in  favor  of  an  ii\]nred  nation,  is  the 
apprehension  of  retaliation,  or  fear  of  war,  enter- 
tained by  the  other  party.  I  cannot,  perhape, 
establish  this  more  clearly  in  any  other  way 
than  by  recarring  to  the  history  of  a  transac- 
tion wliich  took  ^Tace  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain.  Immediately  after  tbe  at- 
tack on  the  Chesapeake,  this  Government  de- 
manded reparation.  The  terms  proposed  were 
reasonable,  and  sach  as  a  nation,  inclined  to  act 
Jostly,  wonid  promptly  have  acceded  to.  For 
live  years,  or  more,  did  the  British  Government 
refnse,  or  ratber  fail,  to  make  that  arrangement, 
which,  at  the  last  session,  produced  a  satis&o- 
tory 'adjustment  on  that  subject.  Why,  sir,  was 
Jostioe  so  long  delayed,  and  why  was  it  at  last 
obtained?  The  British  Minister  discovered  a 
determination  in  Congress  to  submit  no  longer. 
He  saw  that,  untess  something  was  done,  friend- 
ly relations  between  the  two  countries  must  im- 
mediately cease.  He  saw  that  public  sentiment 
called  so  loudly  for  an  opportunity  of  obtaining 
that  justice  by  force  which  had  been  refused  to 
jair  ar^pment,  that  he  granted  us  that  reasona- 
ble satisfaction  which  had  been  so  long  with- 
hehL  Sir,  had  he  not  seen  the  approaching 
(torm,  no  atonement  for  that  wanton  Dulrace 
on  onr  national  sovereignty  bad.  yet  been  made. 
If  yon  now  say  that  yon  will  not  prosecn1«  the 
war,  the  enemy  mnst  viev  it  as  a  deciuon  pro- 
noonoed  by  this  Government,  that  war  sbidl 
not  be  waged  by  the  American  nation  for  the 
iiopreeement  of  her  citizens,  or  for  depredations 
committed  on  commerce.  It  might  as  welt  be 
said,  in  plain,  inteUig^ble  langnage,  that  the 
ooean  is  ti)  be  abandoned  by  the  people  of  the 
United  Btates,  except  so  far  as  depends  on  the 
will  of  Great  Britain.  If  both  the  property  and 
liberty  of  American  citiiens  on  the  ocean  are 
Bnbject  to  her  disposal,  you  cease  to  possess  the 
rights  of  a  sovereign  and  independent  nation. 
For  my  own  part,  if  we  have  the  right  to  claim 


zens  agwust  tbal  natioiL  ol 
express  a  doobt,  I  am  for  asserting  it  natii  ik 
olgect  ia  attained,  or  the  alHlity  of  thii  UHm 
fails ;  of  the  latter  I  have  no  &»i. 

Itispreteitded  that  tlus  GiiremmentB  not  d»- 
sirons  of  peaee^  and  that  th  is  is  a  war  of  eoii«t 
and  ambition.  I  beg  gHitleniMi  to  refrttara 
making  statements  which  they  tbensdvei  & 
not  believe.  After  the  declaration  of  war,  wU 
has  been  the  conduct  of  the  Sieeotinl 
Through  Wi.  Russell,  our  Charg6  des  ABoff 
at  London,  they  have  offered  to  conclude  h 
armistice  on  terms  which  wonld  remove  eT97 
pretext  for  complaint  on  the  part  of  Gns 
Britain.  He  propoaed  Chat  this  oountry  tlxidl 
exdnde  from  her  service  British  seamen.  It  ii 
tme  that  Lord  Castler«a^  nrged  Mr.  BaMffi 
want  of  powers,  and  stated  that  the  Amenen 
CongreM  alone  oonld  make  the  necessary  pnn- 
sions  on  thst  subject  It,  howeter,  satiaij 
had  existed  with  the  British  Ministry,  a  temp)- 
rary  arrangement  could  hare  been  mad«,  V 
which  hostilities  woald  have  been  sospeuiEd 
nntil  the  legitimate  authorities  of  this  couUit 
could  have  expressed  an  opinion.  If  Mr.  B.  bv 
not  adequate  powers  to  conclude  an  arminici^ 
tbe  proposition  made  by  Mr.  Monroe  to  Adu- 
ral  Warren  was  not  liable  to  the  same  objcciioa 
In  substance,  both  propoddona  were  tbe  mat; 
to  the  latter,  no  offer  of  compliance  has  bM 
tendered.  If  I  have  any  objections  to  tbs  1« 
overtures  made  by  the  Executive,  it  ia  ihsl  M 
great  an  anxiety  fur  peace  is  manifested;  M 
when  the  nature  of  our  insUtutioDS  isoomnllid, 
a  strong  propensity  for  domeetie  quiet  u  diM*- 
ered;  and,  therefore,  the  AdminiatratioaitMMU 
be  indulged  in  any  measure  calculated  to  mm 
harmony  between  tbe  two  cuontries,  proriU 
the  honor  and  interests  of  tbe  natioo  are  lA 
compromitted. 

I  ask  gentlemen  in  oppositim  to  Iij  »* 
party  feelings,  and  reflect  whether,  if  we  nt* 
recede,  pointe  are  not  conceded  to  tbe  NMVi 
which  they  wonld  not  yield  if  in  power.  Bfl 
aSect  to  be  the  fullowers  of  WiseiseWi.  1 
will  show  them  what  his  (pinions  were  oa  vt 
Butgeot  al  impreesment.  from  them  ibe  I^ 
tended  Tashingtonians  of  the  fmeut  dij  «i 
^soorer  their  deg^ieraoy.  Tea,  sir,  tbe  fi^ 
of  his  Gonntry  too  well  onderstood  ibe  v*iM« 
liberty  ever  to  ooneent  that  the  most  <^bww 
individual  of  his  conntry  shonld  be  depnna' 
it  by  a  foreign  despot  So  earij  m  tbe  J* 
17B9,  the  British  nation  commenced  tbe  [W- 
tice  of  impressment,  as  now  exercised  !>?''■* 
the  llth  day  of  June,  in  that  year,  die  tw  , 
Secretary  of  State  addreesed  a  fetter  W  *■ 
Rnkney,  the  American  Minister  at  J-o"^*? 
which  the  practice  of  impressment  ii  *f*W 
reprobsted;  and  let  it  be  remembewi,  m 
although  this  letter  was  vtritten  by  ibe  Sefr 
retary,  it  contained  the  sentinienOof  then* 
dent  of  the  United  States.  In  order  thsi  I" 
HoQM  may  more  fnlly  comprehend  wbti  •« 
the  seotimenta  of  that  man,  whose  aeaots  " 
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tH  fanerato,  1  will  read  io  utuch  of  the  lettai 
referred  to,  as  relates  to  this  Nlgect : 

"  Tbe  p«cii1iu'  cnrton  in  England  of  impreaing 
MUDSn  on  every  appeannca  of  w»i  will  oocasonally 
•ipoM  oar  ■e«m«i  to  pecolur  oppreaiimi  uid  Teza~ 
tiiKU,  It  wi]!  bs  expedient  that  jon  take  proper  op- 
portonitiea  in  the  mean  lime  of  oocrerrins  with  tlie 
Uiniiter  oo  this  nxbject,  in  order  Co  (orm 
uraogement  for  the  protection  of  our  eeamea  on 
tncaDimt,  We  antiFaly  reject  the  mode  which 
the  iQlyect  of  a  conTeraation  between  Mr.  Horria  and 
Urn;  which  wai,  tbat  onr  seamen  ahould  alwsji 
carry  aboet  them  oeitiScatee  of  tbeir  citizenthip. 
This  is  a  coodilioa  never  jeC  enbrnltCed  to  bj  any 
natian — one  wilh  which  acamen  would  never  have 
the  ptaeantiDQ  to  complj.  The  cmnaltiea  of  their 
celling  would  cipoae  them  to  the  constant  deatrnctioa 
or  leas  of  thia  paper  evidence  ;  and  tbua  the  Bt^dah 
Gorenunent  wonld  be  armed  with  lu[al  aathotitj  to 
impnea  tbe  whole  of  onr  leaDien.  T^  aimpleet  role 
will  be,  that  the  veaeel  being  Americao,  ahall  be 
dance  that  tbe  eesmen  on  baard  her  are  meh." 

If,  U  eo  early  a  period,  the  right  of  search  for 
mea  was  Directed  to  by  this  GoTemment,  hoir 
mncb  more  forcible  ia  Che  objeotion  now  t  We 
were  then  a  young  oation ;  we  have  sioce  in- 
ereaxed  in  reeonrcea  b;  which  oar  rigbte  can  be 
maint^ned;  whilst  tbe  TioIatioD  of  those  rights 
bive  been  aagraented  in  a  greater  degree.  On 
the  Sth  of  NoTember,  17D2,  tbe  Secretary  of 
State  wrote  to  the  Amerioaa  Minister  at  Lon- 
don a  letter,  in  which,  when  speaking  on  the 
ntject  of  iinpreguneot^  the  following  Ian gnage 
is  used :  **  It  is  UDUeoeasBry  to  develop  to  yon 
ttie  iucoDvenienoee  of  this  cundnct,  and  the  im- 
poasibility  of  letting  it  go  on.  I  hope  yon  will 
be  able  to  make  tbe  British  Ministry  eenwble  of 
tbe  necessity  of  pnoishing  the  past  and  prevent- 
ing the  foture."  I  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
there  is  danger  of  fatigning  the  House  by  recur- 
ring to  documents  of  this  sort,  bat  my  eiK>logy 
Is  a  good  one;  those  to  which  I  refer  have 
never  been  printed  for  the  information  of  the 
nembersof  this  Honse,  nor  have  the  public  had 
ID)  opportonity  of  inspecting  them.  I  hope, 
therefore,  to  be  indnlged  ia  pnrsaing  the  senti- 
ments of  former  Administrations  farther  on  a 
subject  of  so  much  interest.  On  the  80th  of 
February,  1800,  Mr.  Pickering,  Secretary  of 
State,  addressed  the  Preaident  of  the  United 
Btatea.on  the  eulject  of  a  proposed  treaty  be- 
tween the  two  ooontries,  npoa  which  occasion 
he  makes  the  following  remark:  "That  he 
Inmstnita  Mr.  listen's  note  of  the  ith  of  Febru- 
•T,  together  with  his  project  of  a  treaty  for 
tbe  reraprocal  delivery  of  deserters ;  which  ap- 
pears to  the  Secretary  utterly  inadmissible,  nn- 
lewit  would  pat  an  endtoimpressment;  wliich 
Mr.  Listen  seemed  to  imagine,  while  tbe  sev- 
Mth  paragraph  of  his  project  eipreasly  reoog- 
luiee  the  right  of  impressing  British  subjects,  and 
wtiseqnently  Amencan  citizens  as  at  present." 
»r.  Woloott,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  when 
siring  his  opinion  to  the  President,  ssya — "That 
tte  prujeot  of  a  treaty  proposed  by  His  Britannic 
Majestv  for  the  reciprocal  deliTerv  of  deeertera 
&<Hn  the  land  and  oaTal  service,  aoea  not  suffl- 


cienOy  provide    against  the   ! 
American  seamen,  and  b  therefore  deemed  in- 
admissible." 

Mr.  Stoddert,  who  acted  aa  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  at  that  period,  when  advising  the  Presi- 
dent on  the  same  subject,  says — "TbattJie  Sec- 
retary is  clearly  of  opinion  that  it  is  better  to 
have  no  article,  and  meet  all  eonsequenoea,  than 
not  to  enomerate  merchant  vessels,  on  the  high 
seaa,  among  the  things  not  te  be  forcibly  enter- 
ed in  search  of  deserters." 

Tbe  letter  of  the  present  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  Stales  to  Mr.  Xing,  Minister  at  London, 
dated  on  the  20tk  of  September,  1800,  places 
thid  subject  in  a  strong  light;  he  says — 

"  The  impL'siiment  cf  onr  seamen  Is  an  Iqjmy  of 
vary  >Briaaa  magnitode,  whkb  deeply  aSuots  the  fo«l> 
inga  and  the  honor  of  the  DBtion.  Toil  valiuble  olam 
of  men  ia  composed  <£  natives  and  Eiielgiier^  who  en- 
gage volnntanly  in  om*  aerrioe.  No  right  has  been 
asserted  to  impress  tbe  natirea  of  America.  Yet  they 
are  imjpresaod ;  thsy  are  dragged  on  board  British 
ehips  of  war,  vich  the  eridence  of  citiieiuhip  in  tb^ 
head,  and  forced  by  violence  then  to  serve  natU  eon- 
clnaive  testimonials  of  their  birth  can  be  obtained. 
These  mniit  most  generally  be  aonght  for  on  this 
tide  the  Atlantic.  In  the  mean  time  acknowledged 
violenoe  is  practised  on  a  &ee  dtlzen  of  the  United 
States  by  compellji;^  bim  to  engage  and  to  continue 
in  foreign  aenUx.  Although  Ins  Loidi  of  the 
Admiral^  nniroimly  direct  their  diaoharge  on  the 
prodoctian  of  thia  teatimoBy,  yet  many  mnit  pciuh 
unrelieved,  and  all  are  detained  a  contideisble  time 
in  lawless  and  iiunrioos  confiiiement,  It  ia  the  dnty 
as  well  u  tbe  tight  of  a  fHandly  nation  to  require 
that  meaanrea  be  taken  by  the  British  Uoveranienl 
to  pievent  tbe  continued  repetition  of  inch  violence 
by  ita  agents.  This  can  only  be  done  by  puniabing 
and  frowning  on  those  who  perpetrate  it  The  mere 
releaae  of  tbe  iiyuied,  arter  a  long  conrae  of  aervice 
and  of  seffering,  ia  no  compenntion  for  the  past  and 
DO  secmity  for  tits  future.  It  is  impoudUe  not  to 
believe  that  tbe  deciiive  interftienee  of  the  Qorero 
ment  in  this  reapeot  wonld  prevent  a  practioe,  the 
aantiananoe  of  which  most  inevitsbly  |Hodiioe  disoord 
between  two  nations  which  ought  to  be  Mends  to 


In  another  part  of  tlie  same  letter,  Mr.  Mar- 
shall observes,  "  the  United  States  require  ^Mi- 
tively  that  their  seamen  vrho  are  not  British 
subjects,  whether  bom  in  America  or  elsewhere^ 
shall  be  exempt  from  impressment." 

From  theee  documents  we  clearly  eollect 
what  was  the  view  which  the  first  and  second 
Preddents  of  the  United  SUles  had  on  thissub- 
jeot,  and  that  of  the  principal  ofBoers  of  the 
Qovernment.  It  appears  that  this  exemption 
from  impressment  is  no  new  clMm  set  np  by 
men  now  in  power.  It  is  aa  old  as  the  Govern- 
ment itseli^  and  there  never  has  been,  nor  can 
there  be,  an  Administration  in  this  country 
who  dare  surrender  this  point  te  M)y  foreign 
power.  Once  rellnqnished,  we  bad  aa  well 
abandon  the  ocean  altogether.  If  the  Hbertv 
of  American  oituensis  to  be  snbjectto  the  will, 
not  of  the  English  Government,  but  what  la  in- 
finitely worse,  of  every  petty  officer  that  navl- 
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gates  ■  Britleb  ship,  it  is  in  vain  that  we  boMt 
of  freedom ;  we  do  not  powew  it ;  and  only  let 
the  Brittah  GoTeniment  nndentand  70a  dis- 
tinotlf  on  this  point,  and  joo  need  talk 
of  Amerioao  oomii]et«& 

It  his  been  uid,  bj  &  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  (Ur.  Piabsor,)  that,  if  we  ezolnde 
British  MBmea  ftom  our  service  bj  law,  one  of 
two  ihings  most  happen — either  s  peace  wonld 
be  the  resalt,  or  the  petqile  of  this  ooimtrjr  all 
unite  in  a  vigoroas  prosecntion  of  the  war.  If 
I  hove  mistaken  the  meaning  of  the  gentleman, 
I  wish  him  to  correct  me  at  this  time,  and  an- 
swer the  question  directly,  if,  in  that  event,  he 
will  snpport  the  wnri  [If''.  Pubbok  exphun- 
ed.]  Mr.  Gbukdt  proceeded :  Sir,  from  the 
explanation  given,  it  will,  I  fesr,  be  as  difBcolt 
to  come  to  an  anderstanding  with  that  gentle- 
man, B3  it  is  to  accommodate  the  points  in  dis- 
pute with  the  British  Ministrj;  for,  althongh 
the  gentleman  aajB  he  will  not  surrender  an 
essential  right  of  the  couutrj,  a  question  might 
be  made  bj  him  as  to  what  were  essential 
rights.  I  will,  nevertheless,  Mr.  Speaker,  make 
one  more  effort  to  elicit  the  opinion  of  the  gen- 
tleman on  this  snlyect.  I  aak  hira  whether  he 
oonsidera  the  impresiment  of  American  seamen 
"a  violation  of  an  essential  right  of  this  conn- 
trjf"  [Hr.  Peabson  eaid  he  so  conaidered  it] 
Then,  said  Ur.  Gbhtidt,  from  the  gentleman's 
own  declaration  he  is  bonnd  to  support  ns  in 
the  war,  if  the  principle  of  impressment  is  not 
relinqaished  b?  Great  Britain.  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying  that,  in  a  time  of  peace,  I  am 
willing  British  seamen,  not  naturalized  in  this 
conutrj,  slionld  be  excluded  from  our  service. 
I  believe  that  such  a  reflation  wonld  inflict 
□o  injar;  or  inconvenience  on  the  countrj. 
Wlieuever,  tberefore,  n  proposition  to  this  ef- 
fect is  made,  so  as  to  take  effect  at  the  ooncln' 
mon  of  the  war,  I  shall  vote  for  it.  1  consider 
it  a  direct  enconrsgemeot  to  our  own  seamen, 
onlcnlsted  to  foster  and  cberisb  the  enterprise 
uid  indcutr;  of  that  important  chwe  of  onr 
citizens. 


Thubbdai,  Jannnry  7. 

Ifr.  Blsbczsb. — Mr.Ohurman:  Ihavea  very 
few,  very  desultory,  and  I  fear  very  nnimport- 
BDt  observatioua  to  make  on  the  subject  now 
before  the  committee.  They  will  be  few,  not 
beosnse  the  sobject  does  not  abonnd  with  vari- 
ous fruitful  and  interesting  topics,  bnt  because 
an  indiepoeition  of  some  days  has  unfitted  me 
for  any  considerable  effort  of  memory. 

I  was  opposed  to  the  war  when  it  was  de- 
clared, because  I  was  confidently  persuaded 
that  the  evils  of  which  we  complamcKl  were  of 
a  nature  not  to  be  remedied  by  war.  I  thought, 
too,  ^r,  that  by  entering  into  war,  we  were 
plunging  Durselvea  into  evils  a  million  fold 
greater  than  those  tram  which  we  sought  to  be 
relieved.  I  was  opposed  to  the  war,  because  1 
thought  that,  notwithstanding  all  the  decrees 
•nd  orders  of  the  belligereota  affecting  our  nen- 
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peace.  The  war  in  Enrap 
was,  in  fact,  a  ^leeshw  to  this  ecnntiy.  1  wm 
oi^Kieed  to  the  war,  beoaose  I  knew  bB  tk 
whole  of  one  of  thegreatMditic«lptitie)iili« 
Northern  and  Eastern,  tbe  most  cmmmmI 
section  of  the  comitry,  whic^  was  most  tUr- 
eeted  in  the  avowed  objeets  of  the  wir,opad; 
coDdemnedit;  and  I  believed  that  a  grettpor 
tdon  of  the  other  party  was  secretly  oppoied  » 
it.  This  otgection  was  to  my  mind  pcriMf 
conclusive.  If  there  had  been  no  other  nm 
against  the  war,  this  wis  enough.     What,  at. 


of  that  part  of  the  country  which  is  . 
intereeted  in  its   oommeroe   and  navigMia^ 
<^nly  eiect«te  war  I 

It  seoued  to  roe  that  it  became  lepdiM 
who  were  dlqioeed  to  exercise  a  paiemal  npii 
over  the  interests  of  the  mtticH),  to  give  up  Ibw 
own  opinion^  their  prqndicea  and  psrtitlitlM 
rather  than  go  to  war  with  a  peo|de  tkm  & 
vided.  And  permit  me  to  say,  ur,  withontoj 
disparagement  to  the  netnb^  of  this  How 
that  thonsands  and  tens  of  thousand  of  ^  '^ 
habitantoofthat  port  of  tbeoHmtry  ofwhirkl 
have  been  speaking,  are  as  competent  la  miif 
stand  the  true  interest  and  honor  of  the  miiaa, 
as  gentlemen  who  happen  to  be  memben  cf 
Oongrees. 

I  WHS  opposed  to  the  war,  becanae  I  tboegU 
it  might  exDose  our  happy  form  of  GoTcmnHl 
— our  ezodlent  political  inBtitati<His — to  1  da- 
gerous  trial,  i  was  afraid,  sir,  that  the  »* 
mi^ht  produce  a  pressure  npon  the  GovenaiMtf 
which  It  wonld  not  be  able  to  austain.  1  va 
opposed  to  the  war,  and  thb  was  the  liiif 
draught,  because  it  brought  us  into  eoooot  nd 
co-operation  with  the  great  destroyer,  tbepH^ 
enemy  of  freedom  and  humanity  througboatib 
world,  I  was  opposed  to  the  war,  becaiiM  I 
believed  the  state  of  things  in  £arop«^  out  of 
which  our  diSonlties  arose — &  state  of  tbittp 


plunge  onrselves  into  the  vortez  of  EatepM 
politics ;  rather  than  encounter  Ibe  eriM  nj 
dangers  of  war,  I  thought  it  would  be  wiMod 
prudent  to  wait  nntif  "the  tronUed  «I« 
should  subside,  and  the  ancioit  landrB*ii>  <■ 
the  world  reappear  above  the  fiood ; "  villi  * 
living  statesman,  I  thoudit  I  saw  in  th«  ^ 
cloud  which  blackened  all  oni  hMiun,  ^ 
bow  which  was  set  for  a  token,  that  Ih*  t** 
pest  would  not  be  fcvever. 

But,  air  war  was  declared,  and  the  'l<x^ 
has  since  been  promulgated,  that  it  i^  do*  ^ 
dnty  of  every  man  to  support  it;  that  ill  ieqwi 
most  be  hushed,  and  all  examination  of  if^ 
pedieney  and  propriety  cease.  So  fsr  M  ™i 
doctrine  incnlcates  obedience  to  the  laws,  it  ^ 
my  oordiil  approbation ;  butiuavnochaiitw' 
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niea  the  right  of  the  dtizen  to  eiainiDe  into  the 
esnaei  of  the  war,  to  express  Bnd  pablish  his 
Dpinions  respecting  Its  polioj.  it  is  an  insolt  to 
the  DDderstanding  of  an  intelligent  people,  &nd 
incoDetstent  with  the  char&oter  and  spint  of  the 
Oon^titDtion.  War  a  declared  hj  law.  How 
shall  the  law  be  repealed  f  How  can  we  get 
rid  of  Che  war,  if  we  ma;  not  ca;  that  it  ie  inex- 
pedient, impolitid,  and  rninousi  How  abomi- 
nable thedoctriDeis,  that  the  declaration  of  war 
■hota  the  door  against  eJl  inquiry,  is  manifest 
from  the  consideraiioD,  that  it  wonld  enable  a 
wicked  Adminiatration  to  perpetoate  its  power 
by  decUring  war.  Again,  sir,  I  would  ask  the 
sdTocates  uf  the  doctrine  I  am  reprobating, 
wlien  will  it  lie  proper  to  show  the  (ollj  and 
mioooa  oonseqaenoea  of  the  war !  Suppose  the 
war  to  have  contjnned  five  or  ten  yean,  and  the 
GOontr;  to  be  impoverished,  itsoommerce  anni- 
hilated, its  reaoarcea  eihansted,  its  best  blood 
expended  in  wild  and  fruitleea  projects  of  oon- 
qnest,  the  people  oppressed  by  debts  and  tal- 
es, will  it  then  be  deemed  improper  to  expose 
the  absurdity  and  mischief  of  continninK  the 
wart  Bnrely,  air,  it  will  be  patriotic  and  laud- 
Able  to  alarm  the  people,  to  entreat  them  to  pat 
an  end  to  that  which  is  the  cause  of  their  ca- 
lomitiea.  And  if  such  conduct  will  then,  be 
proper,  it  must  be  laudable  and  patriotic  note 
to  show  them  their  evils  and  dangers,  and  to 
point  them  to  the  means  of  escape. 

But,  rir,  what  has  been  the  stat«  of  the  oonn- 
try  nnce  the  deolaratton  of  war!  I  spea^ 
a^in  in  reference  to  public  opinion.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  North  and  East  have  poured  out 
their  feelings  and  opinions,  their  compl^nta  and 
groans,  io  addresses,  petitions,  resolutions,  and 
remonstrances  against  the  war.  Iiook,  air,  at 
the  Preddential  election,  and  you  see  all  the 
fiorthem  and  Eastern  States,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Vermont,  BTTBjed  against  the  Admin- 
istration. Ton  see  the  people  ^aregarding  the 
old  line  of  party  division  and  distinction.  Tes, 
air,  iu  spite  of  sach  division  and  diatinotiOD, 
*'  burying  their  mutual  animosities,"  their  an- 
(uent  prejudices,  "  in  their  common  detestation  " 
of  the  policy  of  the  Government,  rising  up  in 
their  might  and  strength  to  manifest  their  hos- 
tility to  the  courae  of  measures  it  lias  pursued. 
Thia,  Mr.  Cbairmsn,  is  a  state  of  things  which 
ousht  to  arrest  the  attention,  and  engage  the 
reflection  of  the  National  Legislature,  for  with- 
ont  that  section  of  country  our  strength  is 
weakness.  I  know  how  nngracious  and  invid- 
ious topics  of  this  kind  are  to  some  gentle- 
men. But,  sir,  we  cannot  help  it  that  the 
oonntry  is  made  up  of  sections.  We  are  legis- 
lating  for  such  a  country,  and  it  is  our  bnsi- 
nees  and  duty  to  regard  ^e  circumstances,  the 
int«resta,  and  feelings  of  the  people  of  different 
parts  of  the  Union.  We  declared  war  for  com- 
tneroe ;  the  people  most  interested  in  commerce 
were  opposed  to  it.  We  continue  the  war  for 
Bailorv'  rights,  and  three-fonrths  of  our  native 
American  seamen  belong  to  New  York  and 
the   Eastern  States,  the  people  of  which  are 
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sigfaingfor  peace.  Itought  to  h«  remembered, 
too,  sir,  tliat  the  war  itself  must  have  the 
effect  of  driving  a  vast  portion  of  our  sailors 
out  of  the  country  into  foreign  service. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  whatever  may  have  been 
the  reasons  for  declaring  war,  the  question  is 
not  now  what  it  was  wlien  war  was  declared. 
Oar  relations  with  the  belligerents  have  mate- 
rially and  eseencially  chang^  So  much  have 
they  chan^,  that  I  declare,  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  that  had  they  been  on  the  ITth 
of  June  last  what  they  now  are,  we  should  not 
have  gone  to  war.  I  hope  no  gentleman  of  this 
committee  will  deny  this.  But  if  any  gentle- 
man should  deny  it,  the  nation  will  not  believe 
him.  Sir,  we  have  received  new,  important, 
and  interesting  evidence  of  the  true  stateof  our 
foreign  relations  since  the  declaration  of  war. 
Facta  which  were  then  unknown,  and  which 
have  shed  a  flood  of  light  upon  the  situation  and 
policy  of  the  United  States,  have  dnce  beea 

Sublished  to  the  worfd.  The  repeal  of  the  Or- 
ers  in  Oounoil  itself^  by  removing  the  princi- 
pal cause  of  the  war,  has  produced  a  most  ma- 
terial change;  for  had  they  been  repealed  be- 
fore the  war  was  declare^  there  would  have 
been  no  war ;  and  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
th^  were  repealed  before  the  war  was  known 
in  England.  But  this  is  not  all  to  which  1  refer. 
I  mean  to  speak  of  the  evidence  we  have  r^ 
oeived  respecting  our  relations  with  France; 
and  I  hope  gentlemen  will  not  be  startled  ca 
offended  by  what  I  am  about  to  say.  I  declare 
confidently  and  boldly  that  JfapcUon  hai  tn- 
zeigUd  V*  into  th«  tear.  He  has  cqjoled  and 
deo^vod  OS.  Bat  for  his  arts,  intriguea,  and 
duplicity,  the  United  Btates  would  not  now 
have  been  at  war  with  Great  Britain.  Tes,  air, 
he  has  led  us  on  step  by  atep,  until  he  brought 
us  to  the  edge  of  the  precipioe,  and  plunged  us 
into  the  abyss.  We  nave  been  humbled  and 
mortdfled.  He  has  trinmphed  over  our  cbarao- 
ter,  our  honor,  onr  rights,  our  independence.  I 
do  not  say  these  things  hastily,  carelessly,  at 
lightly.  And  I  will  add,  that  after  the  disooveiy 
of  the  deceit  and  duplicity  which  the  Emperor 
of  France  has  prootjaed  upon  ua,  it  l>eoame  the 
duty  of  this  Government  to  go  back  to  the 

Cund  it  occupied  before  the  Premdent's  proo- 
lation  of  November,  1610,  or  to  declare  im- 
mediate war  against  France.  A  proper  regard 
to  the  honor,  the  character,  and  independence 
of  the  country,  demanded  this  of  ila  Govem- 
ment. 

Sir,  the  proof  of  what  I  have  aoid  is  p1^ ; 
and  it  is  time  that  it  be  stated  here,  and  spread 
before  the  nation.  I  beg  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  the  iacts  on  which  it  rests.  I 
need  not  go  back  farther  than  to  the  law  of 
May,  1810,  which  provided  that  the  oon-inter- 
oonrse  act  should  oeaee,  as  to  that  belligerent 
which  should  fint  rmtiU  ita  decrees  violating 
onr  neotral  ri^Ca,  ana  that  it  should  operate  on 
the  other,  which  should  fail  so  to  do,  within 
three  months  after  &e  President's  proclamation 
of  the  foot  of  snoh  repeal.    This  law,  and  the 
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conduct  of  the  Preeident  under  it,  ve  the  im- 
mediate cauae  of  the  war,  and  the  proBent  iid- 
happ;  state  of  the  oountrj.  On  the  Clh  of  Au- 
gust, 1810,  the  Duke  de  Cadore  wrote  his 
&moas  letter  to  General  ArmatroDg,  the  Amer- 
ican Minister  ia  Paris,  stating  that  the  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees  would,  npon  certain  condi- 
tions, erase  on  the  &nt  of  November  then  next 
On  the  anthoritj  of  this  letter,  the  Preddent  of 
the  United  States  issoed  his  proclamation,  de- 
claring the  fact,  that  the  French  decrees  were 
repealed.  But  the  British  Government,  not 
ooDudering  the  letter  of  the  Dnke  de  Cadore 
sofflcient  evidence  of  their  repeal,  did  not  re- 
voke tlieir  Orders  in  Coonci^  and,  in  conse- 
quence, onr  non-intercourae  set  went  into  ope- 
ration against  Great  Britain  the  FobrUBry  fol- 
lowing. Notwithstanding  the  proclamation  of 
the  President,  ereat  donbtsezist^d  in  thisconn- 
trjr,  whether  the  French  decrees  were  in  ttet 
repealed.  To  remove  these  doubts,  to  confirm 
the  proclamation,  to  preAnt  inquiry  and  inves- 
tigation in  the  Judicial  tribunals  of  the  M>nnb7, 
the  act  of  March,  1811,  was  passed.  Yet,  ur, 
it  has  ever  since  been  denied  that  the  decrees 
of  Beriin  and  Milan  were  repealed.    The  public 

Sints  hove  teemed,  and  the  tables  of  this 
onae  have  been  loaded  with  the  proois  of  their 
existence  and  execution.  Yon  remember,  sir, 
an  irapressiTe  argument,  in  man;  respects  ori- 
gin«l,  an  nnanswerad  and  unanswerable  argn- 
ment  of  the  honorable  gentlemaniram  Virginia 
(Mr.  RLNi>OLPn}  on  this  subject  in  this  House, 
towards  the  cloae  of  the  last  session.  But,  sir, 
notwitlistanding  all  this,  tliia  Government  per- 
sisted in  declaring  that  the  French  decrees  were 
repealed.  I  do  not  n:ean  to  diacnsa  that  state 
matter.  The  statement  I  make  ia  necessorj  to 
m7  present  purpose.  The  qneetion  of  their  re- 
p«al  was  the  snhject  of  a  very  voluminous  and 
long-oonUnned  correspondence  between  Mr. 
Foster,  the  British  Minister,  and  our  Secretnry 
of  State.  The  discussion,  I  believe,  was  pro- 
tracted to  the  last  moment  of  peace.  War  was 
declared  on  the  ISth  of  June.  Some  weeks  af- 
terwards, appeared  in  this  oonutr;  &  decree  of 
N^ioleon,  issued  in  Ma;  last,  and  bearing  date 
the  2eth  of  April,  1811.  This  ia  an  extraordi- 
nary paper,  and  deserves  some  attention.  I 
will  KM  it : 

"Ann.  28,  iei& 
"  NapoUam,  £mptror  qfiit  FmuJt,  Jx. 
"  On  the  report  of  aur  Minlitar  of  Foreign  Bela- 

"  Suing,  by  a  law  passed  2d  March,  1611,  the 
Congreu  £aa  onlered  the  execation  or  the  protirians 
of  the  act  of  aon-tolercoiir*B,  which  pnAibita  the  vet' 
sail  anii  mercfaanduc  a!  Great  Britain,  her  colonial 
and  dependencies,  fVom  entering  tha  ports  oT  the 
United  States. 

■'  Conndaring  that  the  uid  law  is  an  act  of  TS- 
datanoe  to  the  aiUtrary  pratendoni  cooiaarated  by 
the  Biitith  Oiden  in  Conncil,  and  a  fanoal  tefoul  to 


and  do  decree,  ai  followa  ; 


[j4nuT,  IBll 

"  Tbs  deenea  of  Berlin  and  MDu  an  defiuttfdj, 
and  to  date,  from  1st  November  laac,  ranidind  M 
not  existing  is  ngard  to  American  veaadi.' 

Now,  air,  did  tliis  decree  exist  at  the  tirne  of 
ita  date  t  No,  sir,  the  date  is  /ait.  If  tL* 
decree  existed  in  April,  1811,  why  waa  it  not 
OMnmnnicated  to  this  nation,  the  only  oneiB' 
lereated  in  the  snbjeotT  Why  was  it  not  (DBh 
mnnicaled  to  Mr.  Rnssell,  whosostmn^yn^ 
npon  the  French  Government  the  necesHt;  rf 
furnishing  some  evidence  of  tbe  repeal  of  lb* 
decrees.  For  the  purpose  of  ooinmaDialiiif 
■ome  satisfactory  information  on  that  salgecttg 
this  country,  be  detained  the  John  Adam  ia 
Frvtoe,  in  jvly,  1811.  Toa  will  rancmher 
Napoleon's  decree  is  doted  in  ApriL  PnvdI 
me  here  to  read  a  passago  of  Mr.  Kussell'i  ktltt 
to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated  tbe  ISth  of  July,'  ISII. 

'■  On  the  Uth  of  Jnne,  Mr.  Hainflm,  oTtheMi 
Adanu,  reached  Paris,  and  informed  me  that  lb 
voHcl  had  arrived  at  ChcrtKMUg:  UawillinglodgB 
my  deqiatcbea  by  ber,  wittiODt  hiing  able  to  soBun- 
nicalfl  ■omething  of  a  more  d^nite  and  lalirficttit 
charaoter  than  any  thing  which  hod  hidisrto  ln»- 
pired,  I  hnmediately  called  at  tbe  Office  of  Fcn^ 
Kela^oni,  but,  tbe  Hiuistet  being  at  St.  Claod.  I  m 
obliged  to  postpone  tbe  interview  which  1  lon^  n- 
til  the  Toetday  following.  At  this  ioterriew,  I  nued 
to  him  the  nrrival  of  the  frigate,  and  my  nlidtale 
to  tnuismit  by  her  to  the  United  Stmtea  lonig  art  d 
this  Govemment,  Jnstiflpiig  the  expectatiin  wit 
wbich  the  important  law  which  sbe  had  bmo^ 
hither  had,  ondonbtedly,  been  paisai." 

After  Mr.  Hussell  had  left  Paris,  he  wrote 
trma  England  to  Mr.  Barlow,  who  suceeidd 
him,  "for  additional  proofs  of  the  removil  d 
the  decrees."  Mr,  Barlow  seems  to  be  twj 
get  the  treaty  through,  carrying  ii 
unequivocal  stipuhitian,  that  shall  lay  that  ipa- 
tion  to  rest." 

oil  in  vain;  no  authentic  evidoM 
of  the  repeal  was  furnished.  Thia  decne  did 
not  eiiat;  and  why  was  it  not  Issued!  W^ 
was  the  ev!denc«  of  the  repeal  of  the  d«nej 
withheld}  The  answer  is  obvious.  ITu  Unil^ 
State*  Kare  Mt  ytt  eommiUed  togotetearmli 
Great  Britain.  Napoleon  knew  very  wdltial 
when  proper  evidence  of  tbe  repeal  of  bii  d^ 
crees  was  furnished,  the  English  Orden  in 
Conncil  would  be  repealed,  and  tbe  UmUd 
States  woold  not  go  to  wur  with  Great  Britain. 
For,  sir,  he  knew  very  well,  and  we  know  vhj 
well,  that  for  the  subject  of  impreesmaitssten 
this  country  would  not  go  to  war.  It  oaiMt 
be  denied,  that  for  this  cause  we  aboold  bA 
have  declared  war.  This  Government  bB 
never  been  disposed  to  go  to  war  on  H^ 
ground  alone.  The  present  President  al  Hx 
United  States  mode  sn  arrangement  with  Tt. 
Erskine,  which  Maddened  the  heart  of  ertT 
man  in  the  nation,  without  Miy  proriaoo  M 
that  sabject,  without  any  mention  of  it;  «* 
there  was  not  a  mnrmur  in  the  country,  obm- 
connt  of  its  omission,  Mr.  Pinkney,  too,  »««»tw 
by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Twrp.) 
yesterday,  again  and  again,  offered  tn  sKcni- 
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modAte  -with  Englaud,  oa  the  rescindiiig  of  tl 
Orders  in  ouuncil,  witliODt  an;  reference  to  ic 


Sir,  this  decree  itself  is  ad  inanlt  to  this  Oov- 
emment.  It  is  issaed  expressly,  because  we 
had  taken  our  stAiid  against  England  \  it  is  de- 
clared to  be  insaed  in  conseqnence  of  our  act  of 
Uarch,  1811,  when,  in  fact,  the  President's 
proclamation  and  the  act  of  March  ware  foond- 
ed  on  the  repeal  of  the  decrees.  To  show  the 
correctnesti  of  nij  remarks  on  tins  part  of  the 
BDbJect ;  to  show  ihat  Napoleon  has  triomphed 
over  our  Iionor  and  charaotar,  I  beg  leare  to 
call  the  atlenlion  of  the  oommlttee  to  Hr. 
Boeeeirs  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated  the  9th  of 
Janp,  1811.  His  langoage  does  credit  to  his 
nnderstandiiig  and  feelings: 

"  To  likTQ  iraited  for  the  receipt  of  the  proclsma- 
Uon,  In  order  to  mulie  u>e  of  it  for  the  Ubention  of 
the  New  Orlesni  Packet,  appeared  to  me  ■  prepoft- 
tenms  and  unworthy  course  of  proceeding,  nnd  to  be 
nuthiojf  better  than  ebsurdlj  uid  batety  employing 
tike  declamtion  of  the  Prondeat,  that  tie  Berlb  and 
Hilmn  decrees  hadhcm  revoked,  «■  tiia  mennsof  ob- 
taining their  mocation.  I  helieved  it  became  me  to 
take  hiahor  graand,  and  without  canfioing  mjulfto 


"  A  cricia,  in  ni;  opinion,  prewntod  Ittelf,  whieh 
was  to  decide  wbetlier  the  French  edicti  were  retract- 
ed lu  a  prelimiuu;  to  the  eiecntiDn  of  oar  law ;  or 
whether,  hy  the  non-perfonnmnee  of  one  par^,  mnd 
the  prompt  performance  of  the  other,  the  order  in 
wtuch  these  meBsoreg  ought  to  stand  waq  to  be  >»- 
versed,  and  the  American  GoTBnunent  ihoffled  into 
Ae  lead,  wheie  nafumoJ  turner  and  the  law  reqalicd 
it  to  follow. ' 

It  wonld  hare  been  fioM  to  have  em^oyed 
the  President's  proclamation,  that  the  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees  bad  been  revoked  as  the 
means  of  obtaining  their  revocation.  Bnt 
what,  sir,  is  the  price  we  have  at  length  paid 
for  the  repeal }  The  President's  proclamation 
was  not  enough ;  the  act  of  March  added,  to  it 
was  not  enoogh ;  we  conld  not  prooare  the  re- 
vocation till  we  went  to  war.  For,  sir,  the 
Emperor  would  not  issne  this  decree  till  he 
knew  that  we  wore  pled^  and  committed  to 
go  to  war  with  Great  Bntain.  How  he  koew 
this,  dr,  it  is  not  for  me  to  aay.  We  all  know, 
however,  that  he  had  all  the  acts  of  this  Gov- 
verament  to  satisfy  him  of  the  course  we  were 
pnrsaing — the  step  we  were  about  to  take.  He 
nad.the  President's  Message,  the  report  of  the 
Oommittee  on  Forei^  Relations,  tlie  war 
■peeches  of  the  members  of  this  House,  the  laws 
'  bt  raiung  armies,  and  the  embargo.  In  the 
month  of  May,  then,  when  the  policy  of  this 
conntrj  in  relation  to  Great  Britun  was  set- 
tled, he  isened  hie  decree,  jost  in  snoh  time,  too, 
fat,  that  it  conld  not  reach  this  country  till  we 
had  plunged  into  the  war.  And  well,  in  sach  a 
Mate,  might  he  repeal  his  decrees,  which,  by 
the  war  itself,  woold  l>e  superseded — wonld  be- 
come a  nollity. 


Thus,  sir,  believing  the  French  decrees  to  be 

repealed,  we  departed  from  our  neatrtJ  standby 
enforcing  the  noe-intercourse  law  against  Great 
Britain.  We  have  in  vain  wuted  for  such  evi- 
dence of  their  repeal  as  would  have  fnduced 
Great  Britain  to  rescind  her  Orders  in  Council 
— the  great  cause  of  the  war.  Their  revocation 
depended  upon  the  repeal  of  the  French  de- 
crees ;  and  had  they  been  revoked,  there  would 
bave  been  no  war  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain.  The  decree,  declaring  the 
edicts  of  France  to  be  revoked,  is  at  length  issu- 
ed, when  the  Emperor  knows  it  is  too  late  to 
prevent  the  war.  The  decree  is  commonicated 
to  the  English  Government,  the  Orders  in 
Council  nre  revoked  on  the  ground  of  the  re- 
peal of  the  French  decrees,  bnt  tlie  United 
States  have  declared  war.  How,  sir,  can  I  maie 
this  matter  plainer  t  Our  whole  course  agtunst 
Great  Britam  has  proceeded  from  the  belief  of 
the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees ;  bnt 
that  evidence  of  their  repeal^which  would  have 
stopped  oar  oonrse,  by  means  of  which  the  Or- 
ders in  Council  would  have  been  revolced,  and 
the  war  would  have  been  avoided,  is  withheld 
till  the  Emperor  knows  that  war  is  inevitable. 
Thus,  sir  have  we  been  duped,  deceived,  and 

I  repeat  it,  sir,  had  we,  on  the  ITtb  Juno,  un- 
derstood our  foreign  relations  as  we  now  under- 
stand them,  we  should  not  have  declared  war. 
And  would  it  not  have  been  jnst  and  magnani- 
mous in  this  Government^  when  all  doubt  was 
removed  on  the  snbject  of  the  French  decrees, 
to  have  acknowledged  its  error  ?  Bid  not  the 
honor,  the  character,  the  independence  of  the 
country  require  of  nato  go  back  to  our  ori^nal 
neutral  gronnd  f  I  rose  principally  for  Uie  pur- 
pose of  presenting  this  view  of  the  arts  end 
deceit  of  the  Frendi  Emperor  to  the  committee. 
I  regret  that  I  have  not  done  it  more  fnily  and 
clearly ;  and  I  hope  that  some  genticmon  more 
competent  to  a  proper  examination  of  the  sub- 
ject will  jet  take  it  np  before  we  get  throogh 
this  discnssion. 

Hr.  TALLUxnoz  said  he  felt  a  peculiar  embar- 
rassment in  rising  to  offer  to  the  consideration 
of  the  committee  some  of  his  own  reflections  on 
the  important  sul^jeot  now  nuder  debate,  from 
a  twofold  oonaideration.  In  the  first  place,  the 
magnitude  of  the  question  might  claim  the  aid 
of  more  exalted  talents  than  he  pretended  to 
possess,  and,  therefore,  to  do  it  Jastice,  he 
reared,  would  not  ha  in  his  power.  For,  aud 
Mr.  T.,  in  the  extensive  ronge  of  debate  which 
has  been  permitted  by  the  Chair,  the  whole 
field  of  our  foreign  relations  bos  been  open  to 
examination,  and  the  policy  of  our  own  Govern- 
ment in  relation  to  Great  Britain  has  been 
deemed  thirty  within  the  range  of  discusmon. 

In  the  second  place,  the  gentlemen  who  hod 
preceded  have  occupied  the  ground  so  ably,  and 
discussed  the  subject  so  extensively,  that  it  was 
somewhat  difflcnlt  to  present  argnments  entirely 
novel  to  arrest  the  attention  of  the  committee. 
Having  a  belief  however,  that  there  were  some 
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iniportaDt  considerstioiis,  in  relation  to  Uie  bill 
DOW  under  debate,  which  had  not  jet  been 
brought  into  view,  be  b^ged  the  attention  of 
the  comtuictee  while  he  endeavored  to  Uj  be- 
fore them  the  TiewB  which  he  had  taken  of  the 
Bubj^t,  and  which  coDstrained  him  moat  de- 
oidedlj  to  oppose  the  passage  of  the  biU. 
Before  I  enter  upon  the  meriti  of  the  enb- 

iect,  Eud  Mr.  T.,  I  take  occaaion  to  eiprcM  my 
leartj  asMnt  to  declarations  made  b j  honorsbla 
sentlemen  that  this  ia  no  time  to  indnlge  the 
bickerings  of  part  J ;  and  that  it  ia  greatlj  to  be 
desired  that  all  distinctions  of  this  surt  were 
entirely  laid  aside  and  forgotten.  Sir,  I  should 
consider  it  tlie  most  auspicions  event  of  mj  life 
if  I  conld  aee  orery  gentleman  on  this  floor  de- 
termined to  take  and  maintain  the  trae  old 
American  ground  oocnpied  b;  the  patriota  of 
'70.  Althoagh  it  may  be  painfal  to  the  feelings 
of  an  honorable  mind  to  be  assailed  wiUi 
odiona  wpellationa,  and  chained  with  dnplidty 
and  falsenood,  yet  the  mind  which  has  virtne 
for  ita  basis,  a  conacioos  int^rity  for  its  eap- 
pcrt,  and  firmness  sufficient  to  enable  the  man 
to  do  hie  dnty,  may  hope  ta  paas  nnhort  by 
tnch  msIicioUB  darts. 

Standing,  as  I  do,  in  the  highly -responsible 
Htnation  of  one  of  tiie  legislators  of  this  eiten- 
rive  conntr7|  I  hope  to  have  stability  and  in- 
tegrity sufficient  to  enable  me  to  discharge  my 
duty  to  my  constitnents.  If,  after  having  pass- 
ed uirough  tlie  Revolutionary  war,  and  having 
never  changed  my  political  creed  to  the  pres- 
ent day,  an  odioas  epithet  conld  indace  me  to 
alter  my  coarse,  I  ahoold  be  unworthy  the  con- 
fidence of  my  conntry.  Bnt  whence,  Mr. 
Chairman,  proceeds  this  ayatem  of  alander  and 
sbnse?  From  the  fonl  pressea  of  oar  country. 
To  whom  are  aome  of  the  fairest  charactera 
which  have  ever  adorned  this  or  any  other 
conntry  indebted  for  the  odioas  epithets  of 
monarchists,  foreign  agents,  tories,  and  the 
like?  To  your  imported  patriots,  who,  weary 
of  the  dolt  pursuits  of  indiutry  on  their  native 
Boil,  or  escaping  from  the  jnalice  6f  the  laws  of 
their  own  country,  have  fled  to  this  happy  land 
Xa  instruct  its  inhabitants  in  the  true  principles 
of  liberty  and  eqnality. 

To  this  set  of  newly-fledged  politicians,  and 
men  of  a  aimilur  stamp,  is  this  once  happy 
conntry  indebted  for  one-half  the  miseriea  and 
much  of  the  disgrace  which  it  suffers. 

I  have  been  led  into  this  digression  in  ooq- 
seqnenoe  of  remarks  which  have  fallen  from  the 
other  ude  of  the  House,  bnt  will  now  retnni  to 
my  sutyect. 

A  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Brow,) 
who  addretised  yon  early  in  this  debate,  told  ns 
that  he  reprobated  the  war,  and  had  no  confl- 
dence  in  the  Administration  to  conduct  it  to  a 
SDccessfal  issne,  bnt  sboald  vote  for  the  bill  to 
enable  them  to  carry  it  on.  This  is  Strang  po- 
litical logic  to  my  understanding.  IVhile  I  snb- 
scribe  fully  to  his  premises,  the  reasonings  of  xaj 
mind  bring  me  to  a  very  different  reatut  Be- 
cause I  deprecate  this  war  as  pregnant  with 


great  evils,  if  not  rnin  to  my  couutrF,  1  aiO, 
tiierefore,  take  all  oonstitutional  measurei  In 
bring  it  to  a  apeedy  and  honorable  close ;  nd 
becanae  I  have  no  confidence  in  tlie  Exeenlin 
department  of  oar  Goverrunent,  nor  in  ^ 
anbordiiiate  agentswho  have  been  apptuidedla 
vote  for  this  bill,  which,  if  adopted,  viD 
enlist  still  greater  evils  on  this  devotad 
country. 

In  presenting  the  subject  tn  thia  boDonUa 
committee,  in  ila  most  appropriate  fwm,  it  nq 
be  proper  to  examine  into  the  prdtninent  eaa« 
of  our  diapute,  which  baa  terminated  in  opta 
war  with  Great  Britun.  Theae  I  take  to  Iw 
UireejVii; 

1.  The  Orders  in  ConndL 

S.  Impreasment  of  our  aeamen. 

8.  The  aUacki^n  tJie  Cheaafwake. 

That  we  may  narrow  the  piHnt  izi  cxtatmrKoj 
as  nincb  as  possible,  I  remark  that  ample  u4 
satisfactory  atonement  having  been  made  te 
the  violation  of  our  ri^ts  by  the  attack  <«  tba 
Ches^ieake,  one  oanae  of  disquietade  taA  a 

Erominent  one  too,  hta  been  finaUjrenkoved.  U 
as  indeed  been  frequent^  remarked  on  Uh 
floor,  that  the  aatiafaction  oSta«A  for  the  hum- 
thorized  attack  on  the  frigate  Chesapeake  «« 
long  delayed,  and  very  relnotonlly  offered. 
However  painful  it  may  be  to  censure  the  eon- 
dnot  of  OUT  own  Government,  yet  a  stjise  d 
justice  obliges  me  to  say,  that  to  every  oveitim 
made  by  Great  Britain  to  accommodate  thii  na- 
pleasant  a&ir,  onr  Administratjon  attwdied 
Bome  exceptionable  condition  which  dosed  tb« 
door  to  an  amicabie  at^ostmeDt.  The  commit- 
tee cannot  have  forgotten  the  early  disavonl 
of  this  wanton  aggression  on  the  honw  of  our 
flag  by  the  British  Government,  and  the  tenda 
of  satisfaction  which  was  made,  but  failed  b»- 
cause  onr  Minister  was  instructed  to  couple  «itli 
thia  oompl^t  the  snlject  of  impreasment ;  nr 
can  they  have  forgotten  how  indignant  tlM 
Ministry  and  nation  were  when  the  Frendent 
assumed  the  right  of  Judging  what  would  bol 
oomport  with  tbe  honor  of  their  £ing.  Fcr, 
I  beUeve,  who  read  the  ofienaive  remark,  a- 
pect  a  diffirent  result  fri»n  that  which  enioed. 
And  while  I  am  upon  this  subject  I  take  oc- 
casion to  remark,  tnat  in  all  onr  attonptt  t» 
negotiate  with  the  British  Government  tbn 
seems  to  have  been  some  imtoward  dnma- 
stance,  some  nnfbrtunate  oonditSon,  fttbcr 
aooideotally  or  iDteaUoDallf,  attached  to  tka 
qneeticn  at  inne,  which  )uu  defeated  the  iKp>- 
tiatton.  ^ 

It  would  be  within  the  soope  of  my  preteot 
plan  to  take  a  panicnlar  review  of  the  BritUi 
Orders  in  Conncil,  as  well  as  the  aabjeet  of  i*' 
preeaments.  Bnt  inasmuch  as  the  docmnein* 
relating  to  theae  two  snbjeots  have  beei  lud 
on  every  gentleman's  table;  and  more  wpe* 
cially  when  I  reflect  that  both  topics  hare  bw 
very  ably  discussed  by  eome  aentianen  •!* 
have  preceded  me,  and  txfoaxuj  by  the  p^ 
tieman  who  has  jnst  aat  down,  (Ui,  Bmcm 
I  shall  content  myself  with  taking  bat  %  bn 
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nview  of  these  procninent,  and  I  maj  add,  the 
onlr  remHining  caasea  for  the  present  war.  Ah 
to  the  Orders  iri  Oonncil,  it  oiiglit  not  to  b«  for- 
gotten, tbat  during  several  length;  dbcassloDB 
to  obtain  their  repeal,  as  well  bj  oar  Ministers 
in  London,  as  at  this  place,  thej  have  been  con- 
ridered  03  the  prominent  point  in  dispnte.  So, 
again,  as  to  the  origin  of  oor  reetrictivc  BVBtem ; 
it  cwmot  be  forgotten  that  the  Mends  and  abet- 
tors of  those  measures  uniformly  professed  that 
Uiev  were  adopted  as  retaliator]'  for  the  Orders 
in  Oonncil.  From  the  first  paitial  noQ-impor- 
tation  act,  which  passed  on  the  eighteenth  of 
April,  1806,  down  to  the  Uw  of  the  second  of 
March,  1811,  the  object  has  been,  on  the  very 
fiioe  of  the  law,  to  procnre  a  repeal  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Council,  and  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees.  If  anj  donbt  should  remda  on  the 
mind  of  anj  member  of  this  committee  as  to 
this  fact,  I  beg  him  to  turn  his  eje  to  the  re- 
strictive code,  and  I  presame  he  will  find  the 
svidence  to  be  abundBnt  and  complete.    In  this 

SEtem  of  anti-commercial  Tegnlatjona,  I  find 
e  origin  and  progress  of  oar  present  political 
calamities.  And  here,  Mr.  Ohairman,  I  ahall 
readily  admit,  Hiat  we  had  grlevanees  and  oom- 

EluDts,  great  and  heavy,  agsunst  both  of  the 
elligerents;  nor  have  I  the  least  inclination  to 
palliate  or  eicnse  them.  My  object  is  to  show, 
what  I  have  nniformly  expressed  on  this  floor, 
that  our  system  of  non-importation,  non-inter- 
conrse,  and  embargo,  have  been  directed  against 
the  Ordera  in  Oouncil,  as  to  Great  Britwo,  and 
nothing  else  ;  and  finally,  have  brongbt  this 
country  into  a  rninoos  war.  Is  there  a  man 
within  these  walls,  who  does  not  now  believe 

Si  was  fully  predicted  when  the  law  passed)  that 
e  conditions  held  oat  to  the  two  great  belli- 
gerents, to  indnce  them  to  repeal  their  obnox- 
lODS  edictd,  violating  the  neutral  commerce  of 
the  Uniied  States,  placed  the  execution  of  onr 
law  in  the  hands  of  a  foreign  Government  f  Is 
tiiKK  a  man  of  ordinary  capacity  in  the  United 
States,  having  the  means  of  information,  who 
now  believes  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
were  repealed  on  the  Ist  of  November,  ISIO, 
acoording  to  the  proclamation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  solemnly  annonnoing  that 
fkot;  and  that  they  thenoeforward  ceased  to 
violate  our  neatral  commerce !  Does  not  candor 
constrtun  all  to  confess  that,  long  after  the  pre- 
tended repeal  of  the  aforesaid  decrees,  our  com- 
merce was  harassed  in  evety  sea  where  French 
cruisers  could  reach  it  1  Need  I  point  yon  to 
the  piraUcal  seizures  and  bnmiug  of  American 
property  in  the  Baltic,  the  Mediterranean  and 
the  Atlantic  seaa,  by  the  privateers  and  fleets  of 
the  French  Empire ;  snbseqnent  to  this  pre- 
tended repeal,  and  sanctioned  expressly  by  its 
anthority?  If  all  other  evidence  should  be 
deemed  insnfficient,  I  inquire  whether  the 
French  Emperor  himself  has  not  saffldently 
humbled  this  country  (if  indeed  onr  cnp  of  hu- 
miliation had  not  been  full  before)  by  his  Own 
formal  ante-dated  repeal  of  his  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  long  subsequent  to  the  time 
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It  cannot  have  escaped  the  attentinn  of  the 
committee,  or  of  the  nation,  that  Napoleon's 
decree,  respecting  the  Berlin  and  Uilan  decrees, 
bears  date  the  26th  of  April,  1811,  and  is  ex- 
plicitly bottomed  on  the  law  of  Congress  passed 
March  S,  IBIl ;  the  sole  object  of  whidi  law 
was  to  confirm  the  proclamation  of  tlio  Fred- 
dent  which  had  then  been  issned  more  thnn  four 
months,  and  the  legality  of  which  had  become 
very  questionable.  This  decree  may  be  found 
among  the  docnmcLts  accompanying  the  Fre^- 
dent's  Meaaage  of  November  4th,  1B12,  and  on 
the  forty-sixth  page  of  those  printed  papers. 

If  forthsr  evidence  should  be  needed  to  prove 
the  abominable  fraud  of  this  tronsaclion  it  may 
be  found  in  the  correspondence  of  our  Minister 
at  Paris,  in  the  summer  of  Ifill,  wherein  he 
remarks,  that  be- had  repeatedly  demanded 
evidence  of  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  ]£lan 
decrees,  bnt  «one  could  be  obtained.  And  yet, 
foFGDotb,  we  are  now  furnished  with  a  decree 
dated  in  April  preceding,  but  not  issued  until 
we  are  so  entangled  in  flench  toils,  that  war 
with  Great  BHt^n  was  inevitable.  It  this  fact 
alone  had  been  understood,  I  put  it  .to  the  can- 
dor of  this  honorable  committee  to  suy,  whether 
they  would  have  consented  to  the  declaration 
of  war  against  Great  Britain  at  the  time  and 
for  the  reasons  which  were  given  ?  I  say,  with- 
out fear  of  contradiction,  that  they  would  not 
If  my  premises  ore  true,  and  the  inference  un- 
disputed, ainoe  the  Government  ha«  been  grossly 
deceived  and  drawn  into  tliis  war,  for  reasons  and 
X  which  did  not  then  exist,  must  assncedly 
it  become^  our  duty  as  well  as  interest  to  re- 
lieve the  country  from  its  pressure  as  soon  al 
possible. 

In  addition  to  all  this,  it  Is  a  singular  fact  in 
the  history  and  progress  of  this  war,  that  in 
fivedajsafter  its  declaration,  (viz.  on  the  23d  of 
June,  1812,)  and  as  soon  as  the  aforesaid  decree 
of  the  French  Emperer  was  made  known  to 
the  British  Ministry  by  Mr.  Gu»«ll,  an  Order 
In  Council  was  issued,  repealing  the  furmer  ob- 
noxious orders,  which  had  been  ostensively  the 
most  prominent  cause  of  the  war;  and  yet  the 
President  has  never  issued  )iis  proclai nation  an- 
nouncing that  feet,  as  ty  the  terms  of  the  law 
of  March  Sd,  1811,  he  was  expressly  bound  to 
do.  On  this  failure  of  the  President  to  do  what 
the  law  enjoined  on  him  to  perform,  as  well  as 
having  issued  bis  proclamation  of  November, 
1810,  witbout  posMssing  the  foots  required  by 
the  law  to  support  him,  I  make  no  comment; 
The  account  is  still  unsettled  between  him  and 
this  injured  oouDtry. 

The  Orders  in  Council  having  thns  been  re- 
voked, the  continuance  of  the  war  seems  to  rest 
upon  the  Impressment  of  our  seamen  alone. 
Give  me  leave  then  to  inquire  into  the  grounds 
of  this  practice,  as  claimed  by  Great  Britain. 
Is  it  not  bottomed  on  the  ancient  doctrine  of  per- 
petual  alle^ance — or  in  other  words,  that  the  na- 
tive-born snbject  can  never  so  eipatriale,  as  that 
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the  motW  country  may  not  oMm  hU  Mrvioe 
in  time  of  war  t  la  this  a  novel  doctrine,  either 
la  to  titne,  or  the  nation  who  now  attempts  to 
enforce  it  f    I  reotare  to  saf  that  Great  Britdn 


that  France,  and  all  the  maritime  powers  of 
Europe,  have  maiotained  the  same  dootrine. 
NVi  '■"t  ^s  muntaia  the  same  doctrine  in  our 
own  conotry ;  in  proof  of  which,-  witness  the 
Freaident's  proclamation  at  the  oommenoement 
of  this  war ;  and  noUce  also  the  recent  caae  of 
Clark  the  spy,  who  waa  oondemned  to  enffar 
dealh  by  a  court  martial,  and  was  poidoned  by 
"     "     ""     '      i  the  gronnd  of  hia  owhig  al- 


□ited  States,  althongh  reeidiDg 
rritory,  and  havhig  Men  natn- 


the  President 

in  an  enemy's  territory,  and  having 
rallied  or  sworn  allegiance  to  the  King  of 
Great  Britain.  Hence  it  wonld  seem,  that  the 
prinoiple  set  up  was  not  novel  nor  lingnlar. 
Bat  wtutt  is  the  principle  in  oonteat  betireeu 
the  two  Governments?  Great  Britain  claims 
the  right  to  viat  nentral  merchant  ahipa  on  the 
high  seas ;  and  if  she  finds  an;  of  her  natural- 
born  sabjects,  to  take  them  into  her  service. 
The  Giovemraent  of  the  United  States  denies  to 
her  this  right,  and  asserts,  that  a  foreigner 
naturalized  in  this  oonntry,  is  absolved  from 
all  allegiance  to  the  parent  State.  The  nractice 
of  Great  Brittun  andef  her  principle,  nas  un- 
donbtedly  subjected  some  of  our  native  citizens 
to  caplare  and  in volnntary  service,  from  causes 
which  I  need  not  here  repeat  In  all  such  cases, 
I  take  it  to  be  admitted  on  all  handa,  that  she 
sets  up  no  claim,  and  therefore  every  abuse  of 
tliis  sort  is  capable  of  remedy.  Bot  on  this 
head  I  have  no  hesitation  in  expr«^tog  my  nn- 
qualiiied  belief^  founded  on  documents  which 
have  been  laid  on  our  tables,  that  the  list  of 
■QCh  impressed  seamen  is  greatly  eia^erated. 
Out  of  the  number  six  thousand  two  hundred 
and  fifty-seven  of  American  citizens  siud  to 
have  been  impressed,  and  forming  a  standing 
head  piece  to  the  list  of  our  grievances,  I  very 
much  question  if  five  hundred  naUveAmericaita 
can  be  tbund  among  them  all.  The  documents 
lately  fnrnished  by  the  Becretarj  of  Btate,  if 
oarefnlly  examined,  will  serve  very  much  to 
substantiate  this  fact.  Many  names  are  there 
returned  who  have  only  forwarded  their  claims 
to  our  Consul  at  London,  and  who,  very  prob- 
ably, never  set  foot  on  American  ground. 
Others  again  are  continued  on  tlie  list  who 
have  been  discharged  years  ago,  and  oth^v  who 
have  voluntarily  engaged  in  her  service. 

The  question  then  at,i9ene,  I  take  to  be  this 
—Shall  the  war  with  Great  Britian  be  con- 
tinued to  oblige  her  to  relinquish  the  praodce 
of  taking  from  our  merohontmen  her  native 
British  sailors!.  If  we  oould  obtain  tjieprlnd- 

Sle  by  oontinuiDg  the  war,  I  think  it  can  be 
emonstrsted,  that  it  would  be  iqjurions  to  the 
American  seamen  to  have  it  so  established,  in- 
asmuch as  it  would,  by  increasing  tbe  number 
of  OUT  seamen,  necessarily  diminiui  their  wages. 
Bot,  oiroumstanced  aa  Great  Britunis,  oontendr 


Jbnmd- 
;arth,  and  resting  her  last  Ihms 
upon  her  navy,  I  presnme  she  will  never  ttW 
quish  the  principle. 

The  inquiry  has  been  made,  with  some  s^a- 
tude,  what  will  yon  do  with  naturalUti  for- 
eiffner*  T  I  answer,  treat  them  ho^tabtr,  nd 
extend  the  arm  of  protection  and  all  tbe  blefs- 
ings  of  govermnent  to  them  while  they  an- 
tiuue  within  your  territorial  Jurisdiction;  WiT 
they  leave  your  territory,  and  choo^  to  ga 
upon  the  great  highway  of  nations,  the  rist  tad 
the  choice  are  their  own,  as  will  be  the  peiiL 
Put  the  case  fairly  to  the  yeomanry  of  va 
oonntry,  and  let  them  understand  the  rabjeo, 
that  this  war  is  to  be  carried  on  for  the  purpcM 
of  protecUng  foreigners  while  sailing  an  tk 
high  seas,  and  J  very  much  incline  to  tl» 
opinion,  that  they  would  dismiss  the  autixn 
of  this  war  from  further  servioo,  or  oblige  Ibm 
soon  to  bring  tt  to  a  close.  Sir,  I  will  not  no- 
sent  to  waste  one  drop  of  pure  American  Uood, 
nor  to  expend  a  single  dollar,  to  protect,  in  tbt 
high  seaa,  all  the  vagabonds  of  Earopa  Tils- 
able  aa  may  have  been  the  acquisition  in  eb- 
taininc  manj  great  and  good  men  as  enigrwlt 
from  Europe,  still  I  must  maintain  the  opinioB, 
that  all  the  blessings  of  liberty  and  dooMsA 
government,  which  are  secured  to  themiuiiDm- 
mon  with  our  native  citizens,  ought  to  be  aa 
ample  compensation.  I  know  it  is  no  u^ 
matter  to  draw  the  predae  line  where  prutct- 
tioD  shall  cease ;  but  in  a  question  of  such  mo- 
ment as  peace  or  war,  the  prosperity  and  bsp- 
pinen,  perhaps  the  misery  and  ruin  of  ourooiai- 
try.  1  cannot  hesitate  as  to  the  course  p»p>r 
to  be  purau6d. 

WitJi  respect  to  protections,  they  have  bfr 
oome  so  much  a  matter  of  bargun  and  h1^ 
that  having  been  oounterfdted  and  sokl  in  il- 
moet  every  port  in  Great  Britain,  as  well  aa  in 
America,  they  have  long  since  ceased  to  sniirv 
any  valuable  porpose.  It  has  been  s  fact  bog 
sinoe  well  eetablished,  that  a  fordgner,  who 
oonld  eoarcely  speak  our  language,  could  prD- 
cure  a  protection  in  Great  Britun  purportiiijr  to 
be  evidence  of  his  Ameriean  eititenihip.  Tto 
then  may  account  for  the  light  and  cont^tapU- 
ous  treatment  given  to  thia  species  of  erideDoa 
by  the  officers  m  the  Britiah  navy. 

Fridat,  Jannary  B. 

JtomiUi  Sangert, 

T£i.  JsNinKOs  sud  that  it  mast  be  reooBH^ 

by  the  House,  that  the  act  which  waa  pa«ed  tl 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  for  the  raisiDgcH^ 
tain  oompanies  of  rangers  for  the  proi«ctJan  t^ 
tlie  frontiers,  had  expired.  Those  rangeis«H« 
r^sed  under  the  apprehen^on  of  attactsfrnn 
the  savages  \  and  these  apprehen^ons  have  na- 
fonnnately  been  realized  far  beyond  tiiegeHii' 
anticipation,  When  those  oc«npaui«  *'^ 
raised,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  expected  long  sinu  to 
Iwtve  taken  possession  of  the  British  FraTiiM 
of  Upper  Canada,  thereby  to  have  mI«rc«ptM 
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the  eonDBction  and  oommnnicaUoD  between  the 
Britiah  and  the  Dorthwestern  Indians.  It  will 
therefore  readily  be  perceived,  that  in  conse- 
qneoce  of  our  disappointed  ezpectatioos  in  that 
quarter,  the  northwestern  frontier  will  be  more 
exposed  to  th«  savage  knife  and  tomahawk,  at 
the  <^>ening  of  the  approaching  spring,  than 
tbeyhare  been  heretofore.  This  descripiioQ  of 
furc^  if  agun  organized,  and  stationed  at 
soitable  points  without  the  fhintior  Bettlementa, 
will  reader  it  more  efBcient,  and  in  a  better 
sitnation  to  range  the  woods  and  prevent  the 
unapprised  attaok  of  the  aavage  npon  the  help- 
less women  and  ohildren.  If  we  had  toeipeot 
Invasion  from  a  civilized  foe,  our  sitnation 
wonld  not  excite  so  naah  terror,  bnt  the  savage 
cfaaract«r  draws  no  distioction  between  the 
helpless  infant  and  the  priaoner  of  war.  Under 
snoti  oironmstances,  no  calculation  of  eipendi- 
tnre  ought  to  have  anj  weight,  agaanst  a  meas- 
ure calculated  to  afford  a  necessarj  and  proper 
protection  to  such  an  important  and  extensive 
frontier  of  the  United  States.  The  secreoj  and 
facititj  with  which  the  Bayages  can  assail  that 
frontier,  renders  it  improper  that  we  slionid 
depend  entirely  for  protection  npon  the  volun- 
teers and  militiaof  an  adjoining  State.  Thej 
oarrj  with  them  Ibeir  pr^udioes,  and  too  often 
forget  the  sacred  rights  of  private  property. 
This  fact  has  anfortonatety  been  verified  by  a 
petition  which  I  presented  yesterday  from  the 
territory  which  I  represent.  But  I  cannot  be- 
lieve that  snch  is  the  character  of  the  citizens 
of  Kentncky,  although  I  do  believe  that  the 
oause  of  that  plundering,  so  far  as  it  did  take 

flace  in  the  western  part  of  the  territory  of 
ndiana,  by  a  portion  of  the  Kentnoky  voluu- 
teera,  may  be  fonnd  in  the  nnhallowed  exer- 
tions of  local  political  purposes,  to  impress  on 
the  minds  of  at  Ibast  some  of  those  volunt«er8, 
that  they  were  to  defend  British  agents,  British 
partisans,  and  persons  having  connection  with 
tfaesavagea. 

I  shall  now  (said  Mr.  J.)  present  to  the 
House  the  following  resolutions  which  I  have 
prepared,  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  offering  a 
Doonty  in  lands  to  those  who  ironld  volanteer 
tbeir  aervioee  as  rangere  for  the  protection  of 
the  northwestern  frontier,  as  for  the  purpose 
of  inqairiug  into  the  expediency  of  paying  the 
militia  and  volunteers  who  have  already  ren- 
dered important  services  in  shielding  the  help- 
less from  Mvoge  onidty : — 

"  Radved,  That  tlie  ConmittM  on  HHitaty  Abin 
b^  and  they  are  berebj,  diraated  to  inqaire  into  ch* 
eipedienc;  of  authorizing  the  Preaideut  of  the  Ueiced 
Statu  to  ni»  aX  leoit  tvdv«  companiu  of  nngan, 
by  tbe  »ccept»no«  of  TcJnntaepa  orenli«tmentror  one 
yesTj  to  be  mounted  or  othsrwiae,  ai  ths  urrios  may 

■*  Bmltti,  That  the  laid  eonmittee  inquire  into 
die  eipediaiKv  </  allawing  a  bounty  in  land  to 
those  who  ihaU  taiidsr  thsir  Mrricei  oi  roDgen,  and 
be  soosptad  bythe  Prendent  of  the  Dalted  Statei. 

•'Ruolwd,  That  the  nid  oommlttea  inquire  like- 
wiis  lato  the  e^wdianoj  of  making  proviaoa  for 
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oompenMting   the   militia   or  valnuteeii^  who  may 
hava  been  called  out,  or  vhon  eerricci  may  have 
been  aocepMd    b;  tbe  Eiecalires  of  either  of  the 
territoriei  of  tlig  United  Statea" 
The  resolations  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 


Addititmal  Military  Fhree, 
The  Eoose  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senata 
anthoriang  the  raising  of  twenty  thousand  men, 
for  one  year,  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  the  public  service  di^  re- 
quire it. 

Hr.  Whbaton  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  every  in- 
telligent man,  whose  age  has  given  him  an  op- 
portunity of  oombining  experience  with  ob- 
servutiou,  most  know  that  there  ore  times 
when,  on  cert^n  qnesUons  relating  to  the  great 
interests  of  the  nation,  the  sober  remonstranoes 
of  truth  and  reason  are  of  little  or  no  av^ 
agunst  the  misguided  impetuosity  of  publio 
prqndice.  To  suoh  a  crisis,  if  we  baye  not  el- 
ready  arrived,  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared  that  we  . 
are  fust  approaching.  To  fioat  along  the  current 
of  popular  opinion  requires  very  little  exertion; 
but  the  man  that  is  placed  in  a  situation  where 
the  publio  safety  demands  that  he  should  stem 
the  torrent  and  buffet  the  storui,  cannot  bat  re> 
fleet,  with  peoulior  sensibility,  on  the  very  tm- 
equal  task  he  has  to  perform.  The  bill,  now 
under  consideration,  htis  opened  a  field  of  dis- 
onssion  on  the  general  policy  of  the  war,  in 
which  its  advocates  and  opponents  seem  to 
have  givenfiill  range  to  their  imaginations;  and 
the  arguments,  on  both  sides,  have  apparently 
been  attended  with  various  success.  There 
oan,  however,  be  littie  doubt  on  wliich  side  the 
victory  will  finally  be  declared.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  m^ority  are  determined,  and 
the  bill  will  pass.  I  bad  therefore  resolved  to 
take  no  part  in  the  dispute,  bnt  to  oontent  my- 
self with  giving  a  simple  vote.  But,  reflecting 
that  1  am  called  upon  to  act  on  a  subject  by  me 
deemed  important  not-ouly  for  myselC  but  for 
the  good  of  the  people  whom  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  who  will  be  equally  interested  in 
the  result,  I  have  felt  myself  impelled,  lioth  by 
duty  and  inclination,  to  state  some  of  the 
reasons  on  which  that  vote  will  be  grounded. 

The  bill  proposes  giving  authority  to  the 
President  of  the  Unitol  States  to  raise  twenty 
thousand  regular  troops,  in  addition  to  the 
thirty-five  thousand  already  authorized  by  law. 
This  may  be  right  or  -wrong,  proper  or  im- 
proper, according  to  times  and  cirourastonces, 
and  the  objects  which  the  measure  is  contem- 
plated to  effect.  Were  tbe  country  invaded  by 
a  foreign  foe,  and  a  foe  so  powerful  ss  to  make 
this  additional  number  of  troops  neoessory  &tt 
iu  defence,  I  should  say  it  were  right  and 
proper  to  raise  them,  whatever  expense  it  might 
be  u>  the  nation.  But  i^  as  the  advocates  of 
tbe  bill  profess,  these  men  are  to  be  enlisted, 
and,  together  with  those  heretofore  authoriced, 
are  to  form  a  powerful  army  for  the  purpoae  of 
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foreign  conquest,  I  bave  no  kedtation  In  girii^ 
it,  as  mj  opinion,  tbot  it  is  improper  and  wrong, 
or,  st  least,  tts  the  President  hai  told  m  respectr 
ing  the  French  decree  repealing  thoee  of  Berlin 
and  Uilaa,  that "  the  proceedinB  ia  rendered,  by 
the  time  and  manner  of  it,  liable  to  manj  ob- 
jections." Objectioiu,  it  ia  apprehended,  may 
arise  from  wantof  powers  given  toOongreBS  by 
the  conatitntion,  either  exprcMed  or  Impliea, 
to  do  this  thing,  -with  its  professed  object  in 
view — that  i?,  foreign  oonqQest.  And  if  thwe 
are  onavailii^,  c<Hnmoa  reason  and  oommoD 
aense  famish  objections,  Bnffidently  strong,  to 
the  expediency  of  our  nudertaking  snch  enter- 
prises. Objections,  for  want  of  eomoient  pow- 
ers giren  by  the  eonstitntion,  may  be  cank- 
ered as  novel ;  bat,  if  sound,  they  Bhoold  never- 
theless prevail.  The  war  itself  is  novel,  this 
being  the  first  of  the  kind  that  ever  we  bave 
undertaken  dnce  that  instmment  was  formed, 
or  since  we  became  an  independent  nation.  If 
the  constitation  gives  Congresa  any  power  to 
carry  on  foreign  wars,  those  powers  mnst  be 
eoltected  from  expressions  it  coatuns,  or  hom 
Borne  clear   and    necessary  implication    from 


emment  is  a  Government  of  a  very  aimplt 
strnction,  and  that  it  posseaees  very  limited 
powers;  being  established  by  compact,  not  by 
oonqaeat,  it  has  not  all  the  powers  incident  to 
tbe  sovereignties  of  other  conntries ;  not  pro- 
duced by  conqneet,  it  was  not  made  /or  con- 
qnest.  "  Tbe  ennmeratiun  of  certain  rights  in 
the  constitation  shall  not  be  oonstraed  to  deny 
or  disparage  others  retained  by  the  people ;" 
and  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United 
Btates  by  the  constitation,  nor  prohibited  by  it 
io  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States,  re- 
spectively, or  to  the  people."  The  framen  of 
this  conatitntion  took  particalar  care,  not  only 
to  define  the  powers  they  intended  to  rive,  but 
the  olgects  to  which  that  power  shonfd  be  ap- 
plied, and  therefore,  bat  for  those  defined  ob- 
Jecta,  CongresB  have  no  powers  at  alL  Tbe 
ot^ects  are  first  pointed  ont  clearly  and  plainly, 
and  then  the  powers  necessary  to  their  atttun- 
ment.  The  people  of  this  conntry,  after  having 
effected  the  Bevolatton  and  eetabliahed  their 
independenoo,  considering  their  great  trans- 
marine distance  from  tbe  nations  of  the  Old 
World,  and  all  theirjarring  and  rival  interests, 
flattered  themaelvea  with  the  expectation  of 
long  peace.  Dnspprehenaive  of  being  attacked 
at  home,  they  had  no  idea  of  making  war  for 
the  pnrpose  of  conquest  abroad.  "Peace  and 
friendship  with  all  nations,  entangling  alliances 
with  none,"  was  their  motto,  and  tbe  same  sen- 
timent hsa  been  sanctioned  by  a  man,  whom 
the  advocates  of  this  war  have  never  ceased  to 
admire.  An  aversion  to  standing  armies  was 
among  the  cansea  that  induced  the  Declaration 
of  Independence ;  without  standing  armies,  It 
was  then  believed,  and  we  now  know  full  well, 
foreign  wars  cannot  be  carried  on.  Foreign 
wara  did  not,  therefore,  oome  within  the  scope 


of  that  policy  that  dictated  tbe  c 
am  not  insensible,  that,  by  the  constitalJDii,  a 
power  ia  given  to  Congress  to  declare  war,  (not 
to  make  it,J  but  their  power  is  not  to  be  ate- 
eiaed  but  in  the  spirit  of  that  instrument,  ni 
for  the  attainment  of  some  or  all  of  tbe  oljwii 
for  which  it  was  filmed.  And  what  are  thoK 
objects!  Why,  and  for  what  was  the  comtiti- 
tion  made!  Its  anthors  have  told  ns.  It  nt 
for  "the  forming  of  a  more  perfect  nmon, 
establishing  justice,  insnring  domestie  traa- 
qnillity,  providing  for  the  common  defencej 
promoting  the  general  welfare,  and  secoringtha 
blessings  of  liberty  to  onrselvea  and  oar  pos- 
terity," and  all  Uiese  benefits  for  the  peo^ 
that  then  did,  or  who  thereafttf  ahoold,  bdoig 
to,  or  reaide  fn  the  territory  then  embraced  by 
the  United  States,  and  none  other.  The  coo- 
Stitntion  waa  not  made  for  any  other,  nor  ea 
it  give  jnrisdiction  over  any  other.  If  all  or 
any  of  these  objects  are  endangered,  and  it  <>■ 
be  made  to  appear  that  rising  the  additiontl 
army  proposed  by  this  bill  be  necessary  to  tbt 
preservation  and  security  of  them,  and  cai 
afford  a  rational  proqiect  of  prodacing  sadi  U 
effect,  then  my  objections  to  the  measure  so 
far  aa  they  arise  from  the  apprchen»bn  of  tbt 
want  of  constitutional  authority,  will  be  ol>- 
viated.  But  here,  permit  me  to  aak,  whether 
adding  twenty  thonjand  new  troops  to  ov 
present  regular  army,  wilt  be  likely  to  have  lbs 
effect  of  forming  a  more  perfect  onion  laott 
the  people  bt  these  States,  or  whether  tbe  Itttla 

Srogress  already  made  in  the  war  haa  not  pco- 
Qced  fearful  apprehensiona  of  &  ead  reversel 
If  Jostice  be  not  already  established  in  onr 
conntry,  can  there  be  anr  probability  that  t 
more  rormidable  army  will  ^ect  an  object  so 
dcHrable  t  No ;  fbr  it  is  a  well-known  nuiiiii, 
as  true  now  as  in  those  ancient  times  when  it 
was  written,  that "  Inter  ama  UgetnknL"  So 
romantic  an  idea,  as  bdng  able  to  establtdi 
jostice  through  the  world,  conld  not  hive  en- 
tered the  heads  of  those  that  A^med  the  ewi- 
Btitntion.  Uuch  has  been  said  respecting  the 
laws  of  nations ;  but  they  are  now  nowhere  tt 
be  found,  but  in  thoee  books  that  treat  oa  that 
subject ;  they  were  formed  by  the  natioos  of  the 
civilized  world,  and  evidenced  by  the  treali<^ 
compacts,  and  agreements,  entered  into  bj 
them;  but  the  Govemmeota  of  Europe,  ia 
their  stmggle  for  power  and  dominioD,  seaa  to 
have  disregarded  or  broken  them  down;  wi 
they  being  the  m^ority  in  number,  and  superiot 
in  strength,  it  ia  not  at  present  in  our  power  M 
build  np  and  enforce  them.  The  □navoidsUa 
state  of  the  world  must  be  aubmitted  to,  until 
hamon  nature  shall,  by  its  Great  Author,  ^ 
corrected.  Nor  can  we,  from  what  we  l>»v« 
experienced,  promise  ourselves,  from  kraffi 
war,  an  increase  of  tranquillity  at  home,  ftit 
we  are  snthorized,  and  are  bound  to  provide  fx 
onr  common  defence,  and  to  raise  armk^  ■ 
well  of  regolors  as  militia,  for  that  pnrpM% 
whenever  the  unfortunate  aitoation  of  oM 
country  may  render auch  am 
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nd  onr  raisiDg  of  a  regolsr  vmj  could  uerer 
ave  been  ooDtemplated  by  the  fraroera  of  the 
onaUtntioQ  for  anj  other  purpose,  and  there- 
ire  ^Te  no  authoritj  bo  to  do,  ana,  aa  if  cou- 
^ona  that  this  were  the  case,  the  committee 
bat  pemied  the  aot  passed  by  Congress  in  June 
■st,  declaring  war,  made  use  of  a  form  alto- 
ether  miDsoal  in  other  countries  on  rimilar 
ooaaions.  The  act  declares  that  "  war  eiiats 
etween  the  United  Kingdonu  of  Great  Britun 
nd  Ireland,aDd  the  United  States ;"guiDgnpon 
lia  idea,  that  hostilities  bad  then  been  ootDKllj 
ouunenoad  agunst  ns  bj  that  QovBrnment, 
nd  onr  ooontrT  invaded  bj  a  Britiah  armed 
urce.  Snob  a  doctrine  would  have  been  very 
roper,  and  it  might  have  been  proper  to  raise 
nnies  in  punuanoe  of  it,  bad  it  been  true. 
tnt  Bac)i  was  not  the  fact.  Nohostileinvasion 
f  the  conntry,  bv  the  British  Government, 
ad  then  been  made,  attempted  or  threatened. 
lat  some  may  say,  and  do  say,  that,  if  it  were 
ot  a  point  then,  it  is  now,  and  that,  therefore, 
'  we  had  no  rignt  to  raise  regular  armiee  then, 
;  being  n  time  of  peace,  we  maj  feel  onnelves 
Uly  authorized  now,  smce  war  has  been  de- 
lared,  to  ruse  new  ones,  or  make  additions  to 
be  old.  This,  indeed,  would  bo  oontrary  to  a 
rinidple  miiversally  received  and  adopted,  that 

0  one  should  be  permitted  to  take  the  advan- 
ige  of  his  own  wrong. 

I  know  it  is  a  doctrine,  that  the  rnlingparty 

1  this  ooontry,  both  in  and  ont  of  thia  House, 
re  every  day  zealously  endeavoring  to  tncnl- 
a[«,  that  even  admitting  the  war  to  have  been 
rrong,  at  its  oommenoement,  it  has  now  be- 
ome  the  constitntional  daty  of  iu  original  op> 
onents  to  afford  every  ud  and  encouragement 
i  its  proeecution.  But  thisls  adoctrine  that  I 
tiiiik  no  ana  oan  yield  his  assent  to,  till  he  is 
ude  to  believe  that  two  lines,  constantly 
ivei^ng,  may  finally  meet  in  the  same  poink 
f  our  country  has  been  in  any  degree  invaded, 
ad  Buoh  invasion  be  in  consequence  of  unr 
aving  first  invaded  the  territoriee  of  the  in- 
oders,  It  is  proper  for  us,  by  withdrawing  the 
auae,  to  put  an  endtotheeSeot.  The  last,  and 
ot  the  least  otjjeot  of  the  powers  given  by  the 
ans^tution,  is  "to  secure  the  bleeungs  of 
beriy  to  oaraelvea  and  our  posterity."  Many 
rgnments  cannot  be  necessary  to  diow  the  ten- 
enoy  of  foreign  wars  to  ^troy  liberty.  I 
elieve  history  does  not  furnish  an  instance  of 
ay  people  long  free^  after  enga^ng  in  the  mad 
rojeots  of  foreign  conquest.  Whfle  Borne  was 
gotent  with  her  ancient  bonndariea,  her  in- 
ftbitants  were  blessed  with  treedom ;  but, 
Fterwards,  jealousies,  tumnlta,  inaurrectiona 
nd  aeditioos,  and  those  two  great  plagues  and 
iOQi^gea  of  mankind — anarchy  and  tyranny — 
>Uowing  in  the  train,  destroyed  eveir  vestige 
t  liberty  among  that  people.  Is  there  any 
berty  left  among  the  people  of  Franoe,  or  of 
lose  oonntries  that  France  has  eonqneredt 
'ortnaate  for  them,  if  they  are  less  enlightened 
lan  we  are ;  for,  in  such  case,  though  slaves, 
tMty  may  not   be  quite   so   miserable    ones. 


[a.  or  K. 

"The  very  age  and  body  of  our  conetitatioo, 
its  form  and  pressure,"  indicative  of  the  genias 
and  temper  of  the  people  that  adopted  it,  are  all 
opposed  to  the  prosecution  of  wars  for  con- 
quest. Such  enterprises  mnst  not  be  nnder- 
Uken,  or  the  oonstjtution  must  be  destroyed. 
Gentlemen  seem  already  inclined  to  attribnts 
the  disgrace  and  defeats  that  have  hitherto 
marked  onr  progress  in  this  war,  rather  to  the 
form  and  constitntion  of  our  Government,  than 
to  the  weakness  and  folly  of  its  AdministiatiiML 
The  French  Emperor  has  been  extolled,  and  hia 
mode  of  conducting  wars  has  been  more  than 
intimated  as  being  worth  car  imitation.  If^  in 
making  foreign  conquests,  we  would  have  his 
sncoeee,  we  must  make  use  of  his  means,  and 
then  we  may  bid  adieu  to  our  former  happy  in- 
stitntiona,  our  laws,  and  our  liberty.  On  tbia 
ground,  therefore,  I  am  opposed  to  the  pro- 
gress of  this  war.  But  if  I  had  not  a  aomplo 
left,  as  to  the  authority  given  to  Oongress  Dy 
the  constitution  to  make  this  war  for  conquest, 
(and  perhaps  I  onght  not  to  have,)  my  sense  (rf 
its  inexpediency,  while  1  shall  have  any  regard 
for  the  welfore  and  prosperity  of  my  country, 
will  forever  forbid  my  ^ving  it  the  smallest  aid. 
Mr.  H.  CLt.t  (Speaker)  stud  be  was  giatifled 
yesterday  by  the  recommitment  of  this  bill  to  a 
Oommittee  of  the  whole  House,  from  two  oon- 
siderations:  one,   since   it  afforded   to  him   a 


an  opportnnity  of  presentjog  to  the  committee 
bis  sentiments  upon  the  important  toi^cs  which 
had  been  mingled  in  the  debate.  He  regretted, 
however,  the  neoessity  under  whioh  the  Ohitiiv 
man  had  been  placed  of  putting  the  question,* 
precluded  him  from  an  opportunity  he  had 
wished  to  have  enjoyed  of  rendering  more  ao- 
oeptable  to  the  oommittee  any  thing  he  migbt 
have  to  offer  on  the  interesting  pcnnts  it  wu  hi> 
duty  to  touch.  Unprepared,  however,  as  ho 
was  to  speak  on  this  day,  of  which  he  was  more 
sensible  from  the  ill  state  of  his  health,  he  wonld 
solicit  the  attention  of  the  committee  for  a  few 


I  was  a  little  astonished,  I  confess,  said  Ur.  0., 
when  I  found  this  bill  permitted  to  pass  silently 
through  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  that, 
not  until  the  moment  when  the  gnestion  was 
about  to  be  put  for  its  third  reading,  was  it 
selected  as  that  snl^ject  on  which  gentlemen  in 
the  opposition  olioee  to  lay  before  the  HODSa 
their  views  of  the  interesting  attitude  in  which 
the  nation  stands.  It  did  appear  to  me  that 
the  loan  bill,  which  will  soon  come  before  us, 
would  have  afforded  a  mnoh  more  proper  occa- 
sion, it  being  more  essential,  as  providing  the 
ways  and  means  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 
But  the  gentlemen  had  the  right  of  selection, 
and  having  exercised  it,  no  matter  how  impn^ 
erly,  I  am  gratified,  whatever  I  may  think  of 
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the  character  of  sorae  put  of  the  debate,  at 
the  Intihide  tn  which  for  onea  the;  hare  in- 
dulged. 1  claim  onlj,  in  retnni,  of  sentleineD 
on  Uie  other  side  of  the  Hoaat,  and  of  the  ooai- 
mittee,  a  like  tndnlgenoe  in  expreuin^,  with 
theaame  nnresti^ned  freedom,  tnj  leDtinieiitfl. 
Perhaps  in  the  oonrse  of  the  remarks  which  I 
maj*  teel  mjaelf  called  apon  to  ms^  aatd  he, 

Ctlemeti  taaj  apprehend  that  thej  aasnme  too 
^  an  aspect ;  I  have  odI]^  now  to  ea,y  that 
I  ahall  Hpealc  of  partiea,  tneBsDres,  and  thlnga, 
u  thej  strike  m;  moral  seoM,  protesting  against 
the  imputation  of  anj  intention  on  my  part  to 
woond  the  feelings  of  any  ffentlemtm, 

GonMdering  the  sitaation  In  which  this  conn- 
try  is  now  placed,  in  a  state  of  actaal  war  with 
one  of  the  most  powerful  nations  on  the  earth, 
it  may  not  be  nselees  to  take  a  view  of  the 
past,  <^  varlons  parties  which  have  at  diflbKDt 
times  appeared  In  this  conntrr,  and  to  attend 
tothe  manner  by  which  we  have  been  driven 
f^m  a  peaceful  posture.  Snch  an  inquiry  may 
•esist  Ingnldlng  nsto  that  reenlt — an  honorable 
peace— which  must  be  the  sincere  desire  of 
every  friend  to  America.  The  course  of  that 
opposition,  by  which  the  administration  of  the 
Government  had  been  nnremittingly  impeded 
for  the  last  twelve  years,  was  singular,  and,  T 
beUeve,  unexampled  in  the  history  of  any  coun- 
try. It  has  been  nllhe  the  duty  and  the  interest 
ofthe  Administration  to  preserve  peace.  Their 
duty,  because  it  is  necessary  to  thegrowtb  of  an 
innnt  people,  their  genins  and  their  habits.  Tlieir 
Interest,  because  a  change  of  the  condition  of  the 
nation  brings  along  with  it  a  danger  of  the  loss 
of  tbe  afiectiona  of  the  people.  The  Adminia- 
tration  has  nut  been  forgeunl  of  these  solemn 
obligations.  No  art  has  oeen  left  unessayed ; 
no  eiperimeni,  promising  a  favorable  result,  left 
notried  to  maintain  the  peaeefbt  relations  of  the 
oonntry.  When,  some  sli  or  seven  years  ago, 
the  affairs  of  the  nation  assumed  a  threatening 
aspect,  a  partial  non -importation  was  adopted. 
Ah  they  grew  more  alarming,  an  embargo  was 
imposed.  It  would  have  attained  its  purpose, 
but  It  was  sscriflced  npou  the  altar  ot  coneilia- 
tioa.  Vain  and  fruitless  attempt  to  propitiate  I 
Then  came  a  law  of  non-interoonrse,  and  a  gen- 
eral non-importation  followed  in  the  train.  In 
the  mean  time,  any  Indicationsof  aretum  to  the 
pobllc  law  and  the  path  of  Josdce,  on  the  part 
of  either  Iwlligerent,  are  seized  with  avidity  by 
the  Admlnlstratlon^-the  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Enkineis  concluded.  It  is  Srst  applanded,  and 
then  oensured  by  the  opposition.  No  matter 
with  what  sincerity  tlie  Administration  culti- 
vates peace,  the  opposition  will  insist  that  it 
alone  is  cnlpable  for  any  breach  between  tbi 
two  couutnee.  Because  the  President  thoagh 
proper,  in  accepting  the  profiered  reparatioi 
nir  the  attack  on  a  national  vessel,  to  intimate 
that  it  would  have  better  comported  witli  the 
■  justice  of  tlie  King  (and  who  does  not  think 
so!)  to  punish  the  offending  officer,  the  oppo- 
sition, entering  Into  the  royal  feelings,  sees  In 
that  imaginary  insult  abundant  canse  for  r^ect- 


Mr.   Erskine's  arrangement.      On  snotber 

laon,  yon  cannot  have  forpitten  the  bypw- 

critical  iugenuity  which  tbey  displayed  todiceat 

Mr.  Jackson's  correspondence  of  a  premeditiled 

insult  to  this  country.    If  gentlemen  vosld 

ly  reserve  for  llieir  own  GoTemm^it  hslTlba 
sendblllty  which  is  indulged  for  that  of  Grest 
Britain,  they  would  find  much  less  to  coudemii. 
Restriction  after  restriction  baa  been  tritd; 
negotiation  has  been  resorted  to,  notil  Itmga 
to  nave  negotiated  would  have  been  disgrecdU. 
Whilst  these  peaceful  eiperimentB  are  oodtf- 
going  a  trio],  what  is  the  conduct  of  the  oppD- 
sltionT  They  are  the  champions  of  war;  tlw 
proud,  the  spirited,  the  sole  repository  at  tbt 
nation's  honor;  the  esclusive  men  of  rigor  ud 
energy.  The  Administration,  on  the  contnrj, 
Is  weak,  feeble,  and  punllanimuna — "  incipilJt 
of  being  kicked  into  a  war."  Themazi[n,"Bot 
a  cent  ^r  tribute,  millions  for  defence,"  is  loud- 
ly proclaimed.  Is  the  Administration  for  nego- 
tiationt  The  opposition  is  tired,  sick,  disgnsud 
with  negotiation.  They  want  to  draw  tin 
sword  and  avenge  the  nation's  wrongs.  'Wlien, 
at  length,  foreign  nations,  perlisps,  emboldened 
by  the  very  opposition  here  made,  reftised  to 
listen  to  the  amicable  appeals  made,  snd  repell- 
ed end  reiterated  by  the  Adiuinistratioo,  In 
their  Justicfl  and  to  their  interests;  «'ben,iii 
fact  war  wiih  one  of  them  became  ideotilW 
with  our  independence  and  our  sorereigo^, 
and  It  was  no  lon^r  posrible  to  abstain  frotn  'i, 
behold  the  oppomtion  become  tlie  friends  of  peu! 
and  of  commerce.  They  tell  yon  of  the  csWii- 
tiesof  war;  its  tragical  eveuta;  the  eqcudo^ 
iog  away  of  yonr  resoorces ;  the  va^e  of 
thepnblic  treasure,  and  the  spilling  of  inaooent 
Uooi.  They  tell  yon  that  honor  is  on  illosjonl 
Now  we  see  them  exhibiting  the  terrific  furra 
of  the  roaring  king  of  the  forest  Sov  tb 
meekneasand  Dumility  of  the  lamb!  Thejin 
forwar,  and  noreeitrictious,  when  the  Admin- 
istration la  for  peace ;  they  are  for  pesos  wd 
restriction^  when  the  Admlniatratioa  Is  Af 
war.  Youfindthem,  sir,  tackLngwitheverypk, 
displaying  the  colors  of  every  party,  and  of  ill 
nations,  steady  only  In  oneunallerablepnrpcse; 
to  steer,  if  possible,  into  the  haren  of  power. 

During  aJl  this  lime  the  paraaies  of  opposi- 
tion do  not  fUl  by  canning  sarcasm  or  elf  iun- 
endo  to  throw  out  the  idea  of  French  iaintsf*, 
which  is  known  to  be  false ;  which  ougbt  to 
be  met  in  one  manner  only,  and  that  is,  by  tin 
lie  direct  The  Administration  of  this  cooatrj 
devoted  to  foreign  influence !  The  Administ'*' 
tion  of  this  country  subeervient  to  FrssMl 
Great  God  t  how  is  it  so  influenced  I  By  tU 
ligament,  on  what  basis,  on  what  possible  foon- 
dation,  does  It  rest?  Is  it  on  simiiirit^  » 
languagol  Nol  we  speak  different  tongiKi; 
we  speak  the  English  language.  On  ths  rews- 
blanceof  our  kwsl  Nul  tlie  BOOTca  ot/Ht 
jurisprudence  Enpring  from  another  and  a  di&^ 
ent  country.  On  commereial  Interocmrse?  Sol 
we  have  comparatively  none  with  Fnoca  « 
it  from  the  correspondence  in  the  geniuof  t^ 
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two  govemmenlst  No!  here  alone  ia  the 
liberty  of  miui  seonn  from  the  inexorable  des~ 
potism  which  everywhere  ebe  tramples  it  onder 
foot.  Where,  then,  it  the  groand  of  «ach  la 
inflnencet  Bnt,  sir,  T  am  iuBiilting  yon  by 
ftTcainz  on  BDch  a  mbject.  Yet,  prepoateroaB 
and  ridicalouc  as  the  inBiDnation  is,  it  \a  propagat- 
ed with  Bomnch  indnslry,  that  there  are  pereons 
foood  foolish  and  orednlooB  enoagh  to  beUeve  it. 
Ton  will,  BO  doubt,  think  it  incredible  (but  I 
hare  nevertl)e]ees  been  tol^  the  fact)  that  an 
honorable  member  of  thii  Housa,  now  in  my 
eye,  recenUy  lost  his  election  by  the  cironlation 
(^  8  story  m  hla  dlatriot,  that  he  waa  the  fint 
eooein  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon.  The  proof 
of  the  charge  waa  rested  on  a  statement  of  fkcta 
which  waa  undoubtedly  tme.  The  gentleman 
in  question  it  was  alleged  had  raarned  a  con- 
nection of  the  lady  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  who  was  the  intimate  friend  of 
Thomas  Jefferson,  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  who  some  years  ago  was  in  the  habit  of 
irearing  red  French  breeches.  Kow,  taking 
these  premises  as  established,  yon,  Ur.  Chur- 
man,  m«  too  good  a  logician  not  to  see  that  the 
coDcInsion  necessarily  followed  1 

Throughout  the  period  he  had  been  speaking 
ot,  the  opposition  had  been  distinguished, 
amidst  alt  its  veerings  and  changes,  by  another 
inflerible  feature — the  application  of  eTery  vile 
epithet,  which  onr  rich  language  affords,  to 
Bonaparte.  He  has  been  compared  to  every 
bideoDS  monster  and  beast,  Irom  that  of  the 
Eevelalimu  to  the  most  insigniflcant  qoadmped. 
He  bos  been  called  the  sooni^  of  mankind, 
the  destroyer  of  Europe,  the  great  robber,  the 
infidel,  and— Heaven  knows  by  what  other 
names.  Really,  gentlemen  remind  me  of  an 
obscure  lady  in  a  city,  not  very  far  fftt,  who 
also  took  it  into  her  head,  in  conversation  with 
an  accomplished  French  gentleman,  to  talk  of  the 
aftUin  of  Earope.  Bhe,  too,  spoke  of  the  de- 
BtinotioQ  of  the  balance  of  power,  stonned  end 
r^ed  about  the  insatiable  ambition  of  the  Em- 

Seror;  called  him  the  curse  of  mankind— the 
estroyer  of  Earope.  The  Frenchman  listened 
to  her  with  perfect  patience,  and  when  she  had 
ceased,  said  to  her,  with  inefbble  politeness : 
**  Uadam,  it  wonld  give  my  master,  toe  Empe- 


6ir,  gentlemen  appe^  to  me  to  forget  that 
they  stand  on  American  soil ;  that  they  are  not 
in  the  BritUh  House  of  Commons,  but  in  the 
Chamber  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  the 
United  States:  that  wehave nothing  to  do  with 
dte  afDurs  of  Europe — the  partition  of  territory 
and  sovereignty  there— except  in  so  for  as  these 
things  affect  the  interests  of  onr  own  ooontry. 
OenUemen  transform  themselves  into  the 
Bnrkes,  Ohathams,  and  Pitts,  of  another  conn- 
try,  and  forgetting,  from  honest  seal,  the  inter- 
ests of  America,  engage, with  Earopeon  sensibili- 
ty, in  the  discussion  of  European  interests.  U 
gentlemen  ask  me,  if  I  do  not  view  with 
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power  in  the  hands  of  Bonaparte,  I  reply 
that  I  do.  I  regret  to  see  the  Emperor  w 
Ohina  holding  Such  Immense  sway  over  the 
fortunee  of  mtllions  of  our  species.  I  regretto 
see  Great  Britain  possessing  so  nnoontrolled  a 
command  over  all  the  waters  of  our  globe. 
And  if  1  had  the  ability  to  distribute  among 
tiie  nations  of  Europe  their  several  portions  of 
power  end  of  sovereignty,  I  would  say  that 
Holland  should  be  resusdtated,  and  given  the 
weight  she  ei^oyed  in  thedaysof  her  De  Witts. 
I  would  confine  France  within  her  natural  iMon- 
daries — the  Alps,  the  Pyrennees,  and  the  Rhine 
— and  make  her  a  secondary  naval  power  only. 
I  wonld  abridge  the  British  maritime  power, 
raise  Prtisaia  and  Austria  to  first-rate  powers, 
and  preserve  the  int^rity  of  the  Empire  of 
Rnsua.  Bnt  these  are  Bpecnlatlons,  I  look  at 
the  political  transactions  of  Europe,  with  the 
single  exception  of  their  possible  beajing  upon 
ns,  as  I  do  at  the  history  of  other  conntries  or 
other  times.  I  do  not  snrvey  them  with  half 
the  interest  that  I  do  the  movemenls  in  Sonth 
America,  Onr  political  relation  is  much  less 
Important  than  it  is  supposed  to  be.  I  have 
no  fears  of  French  or  English  Enhjugatioo.  If 
we  are  united,  we  are  loo  powerful  for  the 
mightiest  nation  in  Europe,  or  all  Europe  oom- 
blned.  If  we  are  seporateid,  and  torn  asunder, 
we  shall  become  an  easy  prey  to  the  weakeet  of 
them.  In  the  lattw  dreadfiil  oontingency,  our 
country  will  not  be  worth  preserving. 

In  one  respect  there  is  a  remarkable  difl^ 
euce  between  Administration  and  the  Opposi- 
tion— it  is  in  a  sacred  regard  for  personal  liberty. 
When  out  of  power,  my  political  friends  con- 
demned the  surrender  of  Jonathan  Bobbins; 
they  opposed  the  violation  of  the  freedom  of 
the  press,  in  the  sedition  law ;  they  opposed 
the  more  insidious  attack  npon  the  free- 
dom of  the  person,  under  the  impo^ng  garb  of 
an  alien  law.  The  party  now  in  opposition, 
then  in  power,  advocated  the  sacrifice  of  th« 
Dohappy  Bobbins,  and  passed  those  two  laws. 
True  to  onr  principles,  we  are  now  stragf^ing 
for  the  liberty  of  our  seamen  against  foreign 
oppresdon.  True  to  theirs,  they  oppose  the 
war  for  this  object.  They  have  Indeed  lately 
affected  tender  solicitude  for  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  and  talk  of  the  danger  of  standlngarmies, 
and  the  burden  of  taxes.  Bnt  it  is  evident  to 
you,  l£r.  Ohdrman,  that  they  speak  in  a  foreign 
idiom.  Their  brogue  betrays  that  it  is  not 
their  veraaoular  tongue.  What  I  the  opposition, 
who  in  1798  and  1799,  could  raise  an  useleaa 
army  to  fight  an  enemy  three  thonsand  mile* 
distant  from  us,  alarmed  at  the  existence  of  one 
rai^  for  a  known  ^)ecifled  object — the  attack 
of  the  adjoining  provinces  of  the  enemy)    The 

rentleman  from  Uassachusetts,  who  osrasted  by 
is  vote  to  raise  the  army  of  twenty-five  thou- 
sand,  alarmed  at  the  danger  of  oar  libertisa 
from  tins  very  army  1 
I  mean  to  speak  of  another  subject,  which  I 
think  of  but  with  the  most  awful  conrid- 


and  sorrow  the   concentration  of  such  vast  |  erationa.    The  gentleman  from  Uassaohosetta, 
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Id  imitation  of  hb  pred«ee«Bora  of  17M,  haa 
terUined  na  with  Cabinet  ^ota,  PrMiilential 
plotf,  which  are  coqjared  up  id  the  gentleman's 
own  pertnrbed  imagination.  I  wiib,  ar,  that 
uiotber  plot  of  a  mnch  more  serioos  kind — a 
[dot  that  aims  at  the  dUmembenneat  of  oiir 
Union — had  only  the  ume  imaginaiy  enstence. 
Bot  DO  nian,  who  bad  paid  anj  attention  to 
the  tone  of  oertain  printii,  and  to  tnmsactitMU 
In  a  particular  qaorter  of  the  UqIod  for  WTeral 
years  past,  can  donbt  the  existence  of  each  a 
plot.  It  waa  far,  very  far  fhim  my  intention  to 
charge  the  opposition  with  aaah  a  dedgn.  No, 
be  believed  them  generally  incapable  of  IL  He 
oonid  not  say  as  raouh  for  some  who  were  un- 
worthily aaaocioted  with  them  in  that  qoarter  of 
the  Union  to  which  he  referred.  The  gentle- 
man cannot  have  foivotten  hta  own  sentiment, 
nttered  even  on  the  uoor  of  this  Hoiue,  "  peace- 
ably if  we  can,  forcibly  if  we  miu[tj"iit  and 
aboDt  the  same  time  Henry's  mtsMon  to  Boeton 
was  undertaken.  The  flagitioaanesH  of  that 
«nbassy  had  been  attempted  to  be  concealed  by 
directing  the  public  attention  to  the  price  which 
the  geoUeman  says  woa  given  for  the  disclosure. 
Aa  if  any  price  conld  change  the  atTocionanesa 
of  the  attempt  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  or 
oould  extenuate  in  the  Hlighteat  d^ree  tbe 
offence  of  those  citizens  who  entertained  and 
deliberated  apon  the  infkmoos  proposition  I 
There  was  a  most  remarkable  coincidence  be- 
tween some  of  the  things  which  that  man  states, 
and  oertain  events  in  the  qaarter  alladed  to. 
In  tbe  contingency  of  war  with  Great  Britain, 
It  will  be  recollected  that  the  Dentrality  and 
eventual  separation  of  that  section  of  the  Union 
was  to  be  brought  about.  How,  sir,  has  it  h^ 
pened,  since  the  declaration  of  war,  that  British 
officers  in  Canada  have  asserted  to  American 
officers  that  thia  very  neutrality  would  take 
place  I  That  they  have  so  asserted  can  be  es- 
tablished beyond  coutroverav.  The  prqject  is 
not  brought  forward  openly,  with  a  direct 
avowal  of  the  intention.  No,  the  stock  of  good 
eense  and  patriot^mi  in  that  {wrtioD  of  tbe  ooan- 
try  is  too  great  to  be  nndiagotBcdly  encanntwed. 
It  is  assailed  from  the  masked  batteriea  (rffrlend- 
diip  to  peace  and  commerce  on  the  one  side, 
and  by  the  gronndless  imputation  of  opporite 
propensities  on  tbe  other.  Tbe  afibctions  of 
the  people  are  to  be  gradually  ondenDined. 
Tbe  project  la  su^eated  or  withdrawn;  the 
diabolical  parties,  in  this  oriminal  tragedy, 
make  their  appearance  or  exit,  as  the  audience 
to  whom  they  address  themselves  are  silent, 
applaud  or  bias.  J  was  astonished,  sir,  to  have 
lately  read  a  letter,  or  pretended  letter,  publish- 
ed in  a  prominent  print  in  that  auarter,  written 
not  in  the  fervor  of  party  zeal,  out  coolly  and 
deliberately,  in  which  the  writer  affects  to 
reason  about  a  separation,  and  attempts  to  de- 
monstrate Us  advantages  to  different  sections  of 
the  Union,  deploring  ue  existence  now  of  what 
he  tenfta  prejudices  against  it,  hot  hoping  for 
tlie  arrival  of  the  period  when  they  sh^  be 
eradicated. 


The  war  was  declared  becanse  Great  Britiia 
arrogated  to  herself  the  pretension  of  regniatiDg 
foreign  trade,  under  the  deiu^ve  name  A  le- 
taliatory  Orders  in  Cooncil — a  pretensoD  by 
which  ^e  undertook  to  proclaiia  to  Amtriai 
enterprise,  "Thus  &r  abalt  thon  gi\  ind  oa 
flulher."  Orders  which  she  refused  lo  rercb 
after  tbe  alleged  cause  of  thdr  ensetmeiit  tud 
ceased;  beoanae  she  persisted  in.  the  act  of  in- 

Geaing  American  seamen ;  becsnae  abe  lid 
tigated  the  Indians  to  ccoomit  boatiGiiei 
against  ne ;  and  because  she  refiiaed  indeBmitj 
fbr  her  past  injuries  upon  onr  ecmroove.  I 
throw  out  of  the  question  other  wrongs.  Tbt 
war  in  &ct  was  announced,  on  our  part,  to 
meet  the  war  which  she  was  waging  on  bs 
part.  So  undraiiahle  were  the  consea  of  the 
WOT ;  so  powerfully  did  they  addreea  tbenaetra 
to  the  feelings  of  the  whole  American  peopla, 
that  when  the  bill  was  pending  iiefiire  tkia 
House,  gentlemen  in  tbe  oppoaitton,  altboo^ 
provoked  to  debate,  wotild  not,  or  oould  vA, 
utter  one  syllable  against  iL  It  is  true  th^ 
wrapped  themselves  up  ui  saUen  ulence,  pn- 
t«^"g  that  they  did  not  choose  to  debate  ndi 
a  question  in  secret  seanon.  Whilst  qteakini 
cS  the  proceedings  on  that  occasion,  I  l>eg  to  le 
permitted  to  advert  to  another  fact  thai  tun*- 
pired — an  Important  tact  material  for  the  ns- 
uon  to  know,  and  which  I  have  often  regretted 
bad  not  been  spread  upon  oar  jonraoLi.  K; 
honorable  oc^eague  (Mr.  HoEuc)  moved,  in 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  to  comprehend  Fraixt 
in  the  war;  and  when  the  question  was  lakes 
upon  the  proposition,  there  appeared  tat  tea 
votea  in  anj^rt  of  it,  of  whom  seven  bdon^ 
to  tliis  aide  of  tbe  Hoose,  and  three  only  to  ibi 

It  is  said  that  we  were  inv^led  into  tbe  tit 
by  the  perfidy  of  France;  and  that  hod  she  fiv- 
niahed  the  document  in  time,  which  vaa  Int 
lublished  in  England,  in  May  last,  it  woiU 
lave  been  prevented.  I  will  concede  to  gcstle- 
aen  every  thing  they  ask  about  the  injoetiw  ol 
France  towarda  this  country.  I  wish  to  God 
that  our  (lulity  was  equal  to  our  diapoeitioD  to 
make  her  feel  the  senae  of  that  iignatice.  the 
manner  of  the  publication  of  the  paper  in  qB» 
tion,  waa  undoubtedly  extremely  eioeptionaUc. 
Bat  I  muntain  that,  had  it  made  ita  appearam 
earlier,  it  would  not  have  had  tbe  cflto  np- 
poeed ;  and  the  proof  lies  in  tbe  nneqaivoal 
declarations  of  the  British  GovemmenL-  I  will 
trouble  yon,  air,  with  going  no  fiirther  baA 
than  to  the  letters  of  the  British  Mioisler.  ad- 
dressed to  tbe  Secretwy  of  State,  ju^  befcie 
the  eiiuration  of  his  diplomatic  fonctioiia.  It 
will  be  recollected  by  tbe  oommitt«e  that  b« 
exhibited  to  thia  QovemmeDt  a  deapatcb  from 
Lord  Castiereagh,  In  which  the  priouple  *■) 
distincUy  avowed,  that  to  produce  theeffKt  of 
the  repMl  of  the  Orders  in  Conndj,  the  ^^^ 
decrees  most  be  aheolutely  and  entirely  rernkcd 
aa  to  all  the  world,  and  not  as  to  America  alooe. 
A  copy  of  that  deapatcb  wait  demanded  of  hin^ 
and  lie  ver}'  awkwardly  evaded  iL    But,  on  tlu 
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lOth  of  Jnne,  after  the  bill  declaring  war  had 
Mtnallj  passed  this  Booae,  and  was  pending 
lefore  tlie  Senate,  (and  irbicb,  I  have  no  donbt, 
waa  known  to  bim,)  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe, 
le  BttTs:  "1  bave  no  hesitation,  gir,  in  Etating 
iiat  Great  Britain,  as  the  case  bas  hitherto 
^tood,  never  did,  nor  ever  conld  engage,  with- 
mt  Uie  greatest  i^jostioe  to  herself  and  ber 
dlie&  Bs  well  oe  to  other  neutral  nadona,  to  re- 
>eal  her  orders  as  affecting  America  alone,  leav- 
Qg  them  in  f!>roe  a^fainst  other  States,  upon 
londitioii  that  France  would  except  nngly  and 
peoiallj  America  from  the  operation  of  ner  de- 
ireee."  On  the  14th  of  the  same  month,  the 
liU  itlll  pending  before  the  Senate,  he  repeats ; 
'I  will  now  aay.  that  I  feel  entire! j  authorized 
o  asenre  you,  tiiat  if  700  can  at  any  time  pro- 
Ince  B  nil  and  nnconditional  repeal  of  the 
rrencb  decrees,  as  jou  have  a  right  to  demand 
t  in  joox  character  of  a  nentral  nation,  and 
hat  it  be  disengaged  As>m  anj  qnestion  con- 
lemlng  onr  maritime  rights,  we  aball  be  readj 
o  meet  700  with  a  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
!)otmciL  Previonslj  to  jour  prodnoing  snch 
n  inRtmment,  which  I  am  sorry  to  see  jon  re- 
prd  as  nnneceaaary,  yon  cannot  BSt^ot  of  os  to 
^ve  up  onr  Orders  in  ConnoiL"  Tins,  sir,  yon 
ee  that  the  British  Government  woold  not  be 
nntent  with  a  repeal  of  the  French  decrees  as 
0  OS  only.  Bnt  the  French  paper  in  question 
via  such  a  repeal.  It  conld  no^  therefore,  sal- 
sfy  the  British  Government  It  conld  not, 
berefoie,  have  induced  that  Government,  had 
t  been  earlier  promnlgated,  to  repeal  the  Or- 
lers  in  ComioiL  It  conld  not,  therefore,  have 
tverted  the  war.  The  withholding  of  it  dd  not 
iccasion  the  war,  and  the  promnlgation  of  it 
Tonld  not  have  prevented  the  war.  Bnt  gen- 
lemen  have  contended  that,  in  point  of  fact,  it 
lid  prodnce  a  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Conncil. 
rhis  I  deny.  After  it  made  its  appearance  in 
England,  it  was  declared  by  one  of  the  British 
Uinistry,  in  Parliament,  not  to  be  satisfactory, 
ind  all  the  world  knows,  that  the  repeal  of 
he  Orders  in  Oooniul  resolted  from  the  inqniry, 
"Blnctantly  acceded  to  by  the  Uinistry,  Into  the 
iffect  npon  their  mannfactnring  establishments, 
if  OUT  non-importation  law,  or  to  the  warlike 
ittitnde  assamed  bj  this  Oovemment,  or  to 
x)th.  But  it  is  said  that  the  Orders  in  Coan- 
lil  are  done  irway,  no  matter  from  what  cause ; 
tnd  that  having  been  the  sole  motive  for  de- 
laring  the  war,  the  relations  of  peace  ought  to 
>e  restored,  lliia  brings  me  into  an  ezamina- 
ion  of  the  grounds  for  continning  the  war. 

I  am  for  fi'om  acknowledging  that  bad  the 
>rdere  in  Council  been  repealed,  as  they  have 
)een,  before  the  war  was  declared,  the  declare- 
ion  wonld  have  been  prevented.  In  a  body 
o  Dnmerons  as  this,  from  which  the  declaration 
manated,  it  is  impossible  to  say  with  any  de- 
cree of  certainty  what  wonld  have  been  the 
iffeot  of  such  a  repeal.  Each  member  must  an- 
iwer  for  himself.  I  have  no^  hesitation  then, 
n  saying,  that  I  have  always  considered  the 
mpresement  of  American  seaman  as  mnch  the 
Vou  IT— *a 
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most  serioDs  aggression.  Bnt,  air,  how  have 
those  orders  at  last  been  repealed?  Great  Brit- 
ain, it  is  tme,  has  intimated  a  willingneas  to 
suspend  their  practical  operation,  but  she  still 
arrogates  to  bereelf  the  right  to  revive  them 
upon  certain  contingencies,  of  which  she  con- 
stitutes herself  the  sole  judge.  She  wdves  tlie 
temporary  use  of  the  rod,  bnt  she  suspends  It 
in  terroTem  over  onr  heads.  Supposing  it  was 
conceded  to  gentlemen  that  sach  a  repeal  of  the 
Orders  in  Conncil,  as  took  place  on  the  S3d  of 
Jnne  last,  exceptionable  as  it  is,  being  known 
before  the  war,  wonld  have  prevented  the  war, 
does  it  follow  that  it  onght  to  induce  ns  to  lay 
down  our  arms  without  the  redress  of  any  other 
ininry  t  Boes  it  follow,  in  all  cases,  that  that 
which  would  have  prevented  the  war  in  the 
first  instance  should  terminate  the  wart  "Bj 
no  means.  It  requires  a  great  struggle  for  a 
nation  prone  to  peace  as  this  is,  to  bnrst  through 
its  habits  and  encounter  the  difflcultioa  of  war. 
Such  a  nation  ought  bnt  seldom  to  go  to  war. 
When  it  doeo,  it  should  bo  for  clear  and  essen- 
tial rights  alone,  and  it  should  firmly  resolve  to 
extort,  at  all  hazards,  their  recognition.  The 
war  of  the  Revolution  is  an  example  of  a  war 
began  for  one  object  and  prosecuted  for  another. 
It  was  waged  in  its  commencement  against  the 
rifht  asserted  by  the  parent  country  to  tax  the 
coloniesL  Then  no  one  IhouKbt  of  absolute  in- 
dependence. The  idea  of  independence  was 
repelled.  But  the  Britjsh  Government  would 
have  relinquished  the  principle  of  taxation. 
The  founders  of  onr  liberties  saw,  however,  that 
there  was  no  security  short  of  independence, 
and  they  achieved  onr  independence.  When 
nations  are  engaged  in  war,  those  rights  in  con- 
trovorey,  which  are  acknowledged  by  the  Treaty 
of  Peace,  are  abandoned.  And  who  is  prepared 
to  say  that  American  seamen  shall  be  surrender- 
ed the  victims  to  the  British  principle  of  impress- 
ment! And,  sir,  what  is  this  prinoiplo!  Bhe 
contends  that  she  has  a  right  to  the  services  of 
her  own  subjecta:  that,  in  the  ererme  of  this 
right,  she  may  lawfully  impress  them,  even 
although  she  finds  them  in  onr  vessels,  upon  the 
high  seas,  without  her  jurisdiction.  Now,  I 
deny  that  she  has  any  right,  without  her  Juris- 
diction, to  come  on  board  our  vessels  on  the 
high  seas,  for  any  other  purpose  but  In  pursuit 
of  enemies,  or  their  goods,  or  goods  contraband 
of  war.  Bnt  shefurther  contends  that  her  sub- 
jects cannot  renounce  their  allegiance  to  her 
and  contract  a  new  obligation  to  other  Sover- 
eigns. I  do  not  mean  to  go  into  the  general 
question  of  the  right  of  expatriation.  If,  as  is 
contended,  all  nations  deny  it,  all  nations  at  the 
same  time  admit  and  practice  the  right  of  nato- 
ralization.  GreatBritain,intheverycaseof for- 
eign seamen,  imposes  perhaps  fewer  restrainta 
npon  uaturnliKation  than  any  other  nation.  Then, 
if  Bubjeots  cannot  break  tlieir  original  allegiance, 
they  may,  according  to  universal  usage,  con- 
tract a  new  allegiance.  Whatis  the  effect  of  this 
donble  obligation  t  Undoubtedly,  that  tlie  Sov- 
ereign having  possesion  of  the  sntfject  would 
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have  ft  rigbt  to  tiie  tervices  of  the  mitfject.  If 
he  retnni  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  hi*  primi- 
tive Sovereign,  he  maj  resume  his  right  to  hta 
services,  of  vbich  the  sobjeet  by  his  own  act 
eonld  not  divest  himself  Bot  his  primitive 
Sovereign  can  have  no  right  to  go  Id  qneat  of 
bim,  ont  of  his  own  jarisdictjon  into  the  jnris- 
diotion  of  another  Sovereign,  or  apon  the  high 
Mas,  where  ithere  exists  either  no  jurisdiction, 
or  it  belongs  to  the  nation  owning  the  ahip 
navigating  tiiem.  Bat,  rir,  this  discnarion  is 
altt^^her  nseless.  It  is  not  to  the  British  prin- 
ciple, objectionable  as  it  is,  that  we  are  alone  to 
look;  it  is  to  ber  practice — no  matter  what 
guise  she  pots  on.  It  is  in  vsin  to  assert  the 
hiTiolability  of  the  obligation  of  allegiance.  It 
is  in  vain  to  set  np  the  plea  of  necoasitj,  and  to 
allege  that  she  cannot  exist  without  the  im- 
pressment of  her  eeamen.  The  truth  ia,  she 
ooines,  by  her  press  gangs,  on  board  of  oor  ves- 
sels, seizes  our  native  seamen,  as  well  sa  nator- 
■lized,  and  drags  them  into  her  service.  It  is 
the  case,  then,  of  tbe  assertion  of  an  erroneona 
principle,  and  a  practice  not  oonformabl«  to  tbe 
principle — a  principle  which,  if  it  were  theoreti- 
cally right,  most  be  forever  practically  wrong. 
We  are  told  by  gentlemen  in  me  opposition  that 
Qovemment  baa  not  done  all  that  was  incum- 
bent on  it  to  do  to  avoid  just  canse  of  oompliuat 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain ;  that,  in  particnlar, 
tbe  certificates  of  protection,  ftuthorized  by  the 
act  of  1T6S.  ere  frandnlently  used.  Sir,  Govern- 
ment has  done  too  mocb  in  granting  those  pa- 
per  protections.  I  can  never  think  of  them 
without  being  shocked.  They  resemble  the 
passes  which  tbe  master  grants  to  hia  negro 
slave:  "Let  the  hearer,  Mango,  pass  and  re- 
see  without  molestation."  What  do  thev  im- 
lyf  That  Great  Britdn  has  a  right  to  t^e  all 
'ho  are  not  provided  with  them.  From  their 
very  naUire  they  mnst  be  liable  to  abuse  on  both 
sdes.  If  Great  Britain  desires  a  mark  by  which 
she  can  know  her  own  snbjects,  let  her  give 
them  BJi  ear  mark.  The  colors  that  floAt  from 
the  mast  head  shonld  be  the  credentials  of  onr 
seamen.  There  is  no  safety  to  ns,  and  the  gen- 
tlemen have  shown  it,  but  in  the  rule  that  all 
who  sail  nnder  the  flag  (not  being  enemies)  are 
protected  by  the  flag.  It  is  imposnble  that  this 
conntry  sbonld  ever  abandon  the  gallant  tars 
who  have  won  for  us  snch  splendid  trophies. 
Let  me  suppose  that  the  Genios  of  Columbia 
^nld  visit  one  of  them  in  his  oppressor's  pris- 
on and  attempt  to  recondle  him  to  his  wretched 
condition.  Sne  would  say  to  him,  in  the  lan- 
goage  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 
"  Great  Britain  intends  yon  no  harm ;  she  did 
not  mean  to  imprna  you,  but  one  of  her  own 
snbjects;  having  token  yon  by  mistake,  I  will 
pemonstratc,  and  try  to  prevail  upon  her  by 
peaceable  means  to  release  you,  but  I  cannot, 
my  SOD,  fight  for  yon."  If  he  did  not  consider 
this  roockeiT,  he  would  address  her  judgment, 
ftitd  say,  "YoD  owe  me,  my  country,  protec- 
tion ;  1  owe  yon  in  return  obedience.  I  am  no 
Britijb  solyect,  1  am  a  native  of  old  Uasaachn- 
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•ette,  where  live  mj  aged  htlier,  my  wife  ai 
my  children.  I  have  feitbfoUy  disdiargtd  bj 
dnty.  Will  yon  reAise  to  do  yonrer"  Anctt 
in^  to  her  panions,  he  wonld  oontunie,  'Ibtf 
this  eye  in  fighting  under  Trnxtoa  with  ths  Is- 
snrgent;  1  cot  this  scar  before  Tript^;  Ii«fa 
this  leg  on  board  the  CtxistitntioQ  whei  ih 
Gnerriere  struck."  If  she  remained  idO  d- 
moved,  he  wonld  break  out,  in  tbe  •cccait  rf 
mingled  distress  and  deqioir, 
"  Baid,  hard,  ii  my  fate  I  once  I  freedgn  r^f^ 

Wu  w  happy  u  happy  eonld  be  I 
Oh  I  how  hard  is  my  fate,  how  gafliug  flum  thatT 
I  will  not  imagine  tlie  dreadfnl  catartn^ 
to  whioh  he  wotud  be  driven  by  an  aiisDdoB- 
ment  of  him  to  hia  oppressor.  It  will  not  be,  il 
cannot  bo,  that  bis  coootry  will  refuse  faim  pn- 
t«cti<»l 

It  is  said  that  Great  Britain  has  been  tinn 
willing  to  make  a  satiriiwtoiT  arrangtmsDt  of 
the  sutyect  of  impresement ;  and  that  ilt.  Siai 
bad  nearly  concluded  one  prior  to  his  deparOn 
fVom  that  country.  Letnshear  what  that  IGit- 
ister  says  opon  hjs  return  to  America,  inlu! 
letter  dated  at  New  York,  in  July,  IBOl,  Ob 
giving  an  account  of  his  attempt  to  form  tn  v- 
rangement  for  the  protection  of  our  seaniai. 
and  his  interviews  to  this  end  with  Lo^ 
Hawkesbnry  and  &L  Vincent ;  and  statiog  ibf, 
when  he  had  supposed  the  t«rms  of  aoonne- 
tion  were  agreed  npon,  a  new  preteusioD  wuNt 
np  (thenar* cZattfum,)  faeconcludes:  ''lieprt 
not  to  haTO  been  ftble  to  put  this  buMnesxe' 
satisltetory  footing,  knowing  as  I  do  iisntj 
great  importance  to  both  parties;  but  1  StOe 
myself  that  I  have  not  mi^ndged  the  intMsu 
of  oor  own  conntry,  in  refnsng  to  sinetini  i 
principle  that  might  be  prodactive  of  more  a- 
tensive  evils  than  those  it  was  our  aim  to  p*- 
vent."  The  sequel  of  bis  negotiation,  ea  ihii 
affiur,  is  more  fully  given  in  the  recent  ean«r 
lation  between  Mr.  BneseU  and  T.atd  Ci^ 
'eagh,  communicated  to  CoDgreee  dariv  i^ 
present  seaeion.  Lord  Csstlere^h  says  to  Kc. 
kussdl: 

Indeed  thsre  has  eridvntly  been  mmJi  m^ 
prebeniioD  on  this  mbject,  ukI  an  tuaotaa  Wis  ■ 
eDlcitaiiMd  thit  an  artaugeDieDt  in  regard  nitha 
be«D  nearer  an  accompli^inenC  thu  tkt  &rti  wH 
wtmoL  Even  our  friends  in  Congre»^I  ■*■ 
thoH  who  were  opposed  to  going  to  »ar  "ti  "~ 
have  been  so  oonfident  tn  this  mistake,  t^  <°^  '■ 
have  SKiibed  the  fsilare  of  neh  an  UTuig<~ 
ilelj  to  tbe  miacondact  of  tbe  Amokaa  Go 
lent.  This  error  piobab^f  wiginaled  with  Mr-  ^'t' 
for,  being  macb  eateemed  here,  and  slwiji  nD  ■** 
eeived  by  tbe  persons  in  power,  ha  trenani^ 
minoonnwd  their  nadiness  Id  liilan  to  hit  npnM- 
tationi,  and  th«r  warm  pntfemoos  of  ■  ii^t*™* 
the  complaint!  of  America  in  "'™'JJ 


prcfHiaed.     Bot  Lord  St  'Vincent, 
have  thcmgbC  be  had  brought 
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rannidable.  if  not  minummmtable  obitsdei,  Thu  ti 
obvioDi  from  ■  letter  wliich  hii  Lordaliip  BdilraMad 
to  Sir  Wniiim  Soott  »t  tho  time.' 

Here  Lord  Coatlereagh  read  a  letter,  confin- 
ed in  die  records  before  bim,  in  wbioh  Lord  St 
"Vincent  states  to  Sir  Wllliiim  Scott  the  zekl  with 
-which  Mr.  Eing  had  assailed  him  on  the  snb- 
Ject  of  impruBsment,  confesses  bis  oivn  perplex- 
ity, and  tfital  inconipetency  to  discover  any 
practical  project  for  the  safe  diecontiniiance  of 
that  practice,  and  askn  for  coonael  and  odrice. 
"Thus  joQ  see,"  proceeded  Lord  Castlereagb, 
**  that  the  confidence  of  Hr.  King  on  tbis  sabject 
\ras  entirel)'  unfoonded." 

Thos,  continned  Mr.  Cl&T,  it  is  apparent, 
that^  at  no  time,  has  tbe  enemy  been  willing  to 
place  this  Bohjeot  on  a  eitisTactory  footiiiK.  I 
-will  speak  hereafter  of  the  oreriures  made  by 
tbe  Admiiiiatration  since  tbe  war. 

The  disasters  of  the  war  admonish  na,  we  are 
told,  of  the  necessity  of  terminating  the  contest 
If  onr  achieTements  npon  tbe  land  have  been 
less  splendid  than  those  of  onr  intrepid  seamen, 
H  is  not  becanae  the  American  soldier  is  less 
brave.  On  tbe  one  element,  organization,  dis- 
cipline, and  a  thorongh  knowle^e  of  tbeir  da- 
tiea,  exist  on  tbe  part  of  tlie  omoers  and  their 
men.  On  the  other,  almost  every  thing  is  yet  to 
be  acquired.  We  have,  however,  tbe  consola- 
tion that  oar  coantry  abonnds  with  the  richest 
materials,  and  that,  in  no  instance,  when  en- 
gaged in  action,  have  onr  arms  t>een  tarnished. 
At  BrownBtown,  and  at  Qneenstown,  tbe  valor 
of  veterans  was  displayed,  and  acts  of  the  noblest 
heroism  were  performed.  It  is  true,  that  the 
disgrace  of  Detroit  remains  to  he  wiped  off. 
Tliat  is  a  snbjeot  on  which  I  cannot  trast  my 
feelings,  it  is  not  fitting  I  shonld  speak.  Bat 
this  mncb  I  wiU  say,  it  was  an  event  which  no 
human  foresight  oonld  have  anticipated,  and  for 
which  the  Administration  cannot  be  Justly  cen- 
enred.  It  was  tbe  parent  of  all  the  misfortnncs 
we  have  experienced  on  land.  Bat  for  it  the 
Indian  war  wonid  have  been  In  a  great  measore 
prevented  or  terminated,  tbe  ascendency  on 
Lake  Erie  acquired,  and  tbe  war  pnsbed  per~ 
haps  to  Montreal.  With  the  exception  of  that 
event,  the  war,  even  apon  the  laud,  had  been 
Attended  by  a  series  of  the  most  brilliant  ex- 
ploits, whioh,  whatever  interest  they  may  in- 
Sire  on  thia  dde  of  the  nwnntains,  have  given 
e  greatest  pleasure  on  tbe  other.  Tbe  expedi- 
taoD  nnder  the  command  of  Governor  Edwards 
and  Culonel  Rnssell,  to  lake  Peoria,  on  the  Illi- 
Doia,  was  completely  snocessful.  So  was  that 
>  of  Captain  Oraig,  who,  it  is  said,  ascended  that 
river  still  higher.  General  Hopkins  deetro;ed 
the  Prophet's  town.  We  have  Just  received  in- 
telligence of  the  gallant  enterprise  of  Colonel 
Campbell.  In  short,  sir,  the  Indian  towns  have 
been  swept  ^om  the  month  to  the  scarce  of  the 
Wabash,  and  a  hostile  coantry  has  l>een  pene- 
trated for  beyond  the  most  daring  incnrsions  of 
any  campaign  ilurbg  the  former  Indian  war. 
Never  was  more  oocS,  deliberate  bravery  dis- 
played than  that  by  Kewnan's  party  Irwn  Qeor- 


'  da.  And  tbe  capture  of  the  Detroit,  and  the 
aestraction  of  tbe  Caledonia,  (whether  placed  t« 
our  maritime  or  land  acconnt,)  for Jodgment^ 
skill,  and  courage,  on  tbe  part  of  Lienteoant 
Elliott,  has  never  been  surpassed. 

What  csnse,  Mr.  Cliairman,  which  existed  for 
declaring  the  war  has  tieen  removed?  We 
sought  indemnity  for  the  past  and  security  for 
the  future.  The  Orders  in  Coancil  are  suspeiid- 
ed,  not  revoked;  no  compensation  for  spolia- 
tions; Indian  hoBtiltties,  which  were  befora 
secretly  instf^ted,  now  openly  encouraged ; 
and  the  practice  of  impreasment  nnreraittinglj 
persevered  in  and  insisted  npon.  Yet  Adminis- 
tration has  given  the  strongest  demonstrations 
of  iia  love  of  peace.  On  the  29th  June,  less  than 
ten  days  ajter  the  declaration  of  war,  the  Seo- 
retaiy  of  State  writes  to  Mr.  Bnssell,  author- 
izing him  to  agree  to  an  armistice,  upon  two  con- 
ditions onlv;  and  what  are  theyt  That  th« 
Orders  in  Ooandl  should  be  repealed,  and  th* 
practice  of  impreasing  American  seamen  cease, 


trace ;  that  the  war  shonld  in  fact  cease  on 
both  sides.  Again,  on  the  STth  July,  one  month 
later,  anticipating  a  possible  objection  to  theae 
terms,  reasonable  as  tbe;  are,  Mr.  Monroe  em- 
powers Mr.  Rassell  to  stipulate  in  general  temu 
for  an  armistice,  having  only  an  infomial  un- 
derstanding on  these  points.  In  retam,  the 
enemy  is  offered  a  prohibition  of  the  employ- 
ment of  his  seamen  in  onr  service,  thus  remov- 
ing entirely  all  pretext  for  the  practice  of  im- 
pressment The  very  proportion  which  tlie 
gentleman  fKim  Connecticut  (Mr.  PrrKts)  con- 
tends onght  to  be  made,  baa  been  made.  How 
are  theae  padfio  advances  met  by  the  other 
party  I  ■  Bejected  as  absolutely  Inadmissible; 
cavils  are  indulged  about  the  inadeqnaoy  of  Mr, 
Raeaell's  powers,  and  the  want  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress is  intimated.  And  vet  the  constant  usago 
of  nations  I  believe  is,  wnere  the  legislation  of 
one  party  is  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  a  ^ven 
stipulation,  to  leave  it  to  the  contracting  party 
to  provide  the  requisite  laws.  If  he  fails  to  do 
BO.  it  is  a  breach  of  good  faith,  and  a  sulgect  of 
subseqnent  remonstrance  by  the  injured  party. 
When  Mr.  Russell  renews  the  overture,  In  what 
was  intended  as  a  more  agreeable  fbrm  to  the 
Bri&h  Government,  Lord  Caatlereagh  is  not 
content  with  a  simple  r^ection,  bnt  alotbea  it 
~  the  language  of  insult.  Afterwards,  in  oon- 
sation  with  Mr.  Boasell,  the  moderation  at 
Government  is  misinterpreted  and  made  tbs 
asion  of  a  sneer,  that  we  are  tired  of  tbe  war. 
The  proposition  of  Admiral  Warren  is  submitted 
in  a  ^irit  not  more  pacific.  He  is  instmcted, 
he  tells  ua,  to  propoae  that  the  GovemmeDt  of 
the  United  States  shall  instantly  recall  thrir  let- 
ters of  maniue  and  repriaal  againat  British  ships, 
together  with  all  orders  and  instruotiona  for  any 
acts  of  hoatiUty  whatever  against  the  territories 
of  His  Ui^es^  or  the  perBona  or  propertv  of  hia 
nilijeots.  That  small  afikir  being  settled,  he  ia 
AirUier  anlhorised  to  arrange  as  to  the  revooa- 
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tion  of  tha  l&ws  which  interdict  the 
nad  abips  of  war  of  His  Mqjwtj  from  the  h«r- 
bon  ud  waters  of  the  United  States.  This 
meaBenKer  of  peace  comes  with  one  qualified 
ooDcemoD  in  hie  pocket,  not  made  to  the  Jds- 
tice  cf  onr  demanda,  and  ia  fbllj  empowered  to 
receive  onr  homage,  the  contrite  retraction  of 
all  onr  measoree  adopted  agunat  hi«  master! 
And  in  defanlt,  he  does  not  fiul  to  assnre  oa,  the 
Orders  in  Oonnoil  are  to  be  forthwith  revived. 
Administration,  stiU  aniioDS  to  terminate  the 
war,  Bnppresses  the  indignation  which  moh  a 
propoBaf  oDght  to  have  created,  and  in  iu  answer 
couclades  b;  informing  Admiral  Warren,  "that 
if  there  be  no  objection  to  an  aocommodation  of 
the  difference  relating  to  impressment,  in  the 
mode  proposed,  other  than  the  sn^ension  of  the 
Britiah  <^aim  to  impressment  dnrinff  the  armis- 
lioe,  there  am  be  none  to  prooeeding,  withont 
the  armistice,  to  ao  immediate  disc^sion  and 
arrangement  of  an  article  on  that  aabject." 
Thos  it  has  left  the  door  of  nraotiation  no- 
closed,  and  it  remains  to  be  eeen  if  the  enemy 
will  accept  the  invitation  tendered  to  him.  The 
honorable  gentleman  &om  North  Carolina  (Hr. 
Fiabsoh)  supfHMes,  that  if  Congress  would  pass 
a  law,  prohibiting  the  employment  of  Britiah 
■eamen  m  our  service,  upon  condition  of  a  like 
prohibition  on  their  part,  and  repeal  the  act  of 
non-importation,  peace  woald  immediately  fol- 
low*. Sir,  I  have  ao  donbt  if  sacb  a  taw  were 
passed,  with  all  the  reqaisite  soleomitiea,  and 
the  repeal  to  take  place,  Lord  Castlereagh  wonld 
langh  at  our  simplicity.  No,  sir,  Administr^- 
tiou  has  erred  in  the  steps  which  it  has  token  to 
restore  peace,  bat  iu  error  has  been  not  in  doing 
too  little,  bat  in  betraying  too  great  a  solicitude 
for  that  event  An  honorable  peace  is  attuna- 
ble  only  by  an  efficient  war.  My  plan  would 
be  to  call  out  the  ample  reeonrces  of  the  coun- 
try, give  them  a  jodicions  direction,  prosecute 
the  war  with  the  atmoet  vigor,  strike  wherever 
we  can  reach  the  enemy,  at  sea  or  ou  land,  and 
negotiate  the  terms  of  a  peace  at  Quebec  or  Hal- 
ifax. We  are  told  that  England  is  a  proud  and 
iotlj  nation  that,  disdaining  to  wait  fur  danger, 
meets  it  half  way.  Haughty  as  she  is,  we  once 
triomphed  over  her,  and  U'wedonot  listen  to  the 
oonnsels  of  timidity  and  despair  we  shall  again 

Sirevul.  In  snch  a  cause,  with  the  aid  of  ProT- 
dence,  we  must  come  out  crowned  with  suo- 
oess ;  bnt  if  we  fait,  let  ns  fiiil  like  men — laab 
onraelvM  Co  onr  gallant  tars,  and  expire  together 
in  one  common  stra^le,  fighting  for  "  seamMi's 
ri^ts  and  free  trade." 
Mr.  UoKsK  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill. 

Sing  to  place  the  appointment  of  the  other 
Id  offlcera  of  each  regiment,  as  well  as  the 
ColDoel<^  iu  the  President  and  Senate.  The 
motion  waa  agreed  to. 

HoHDAT,  January  11. 
Additional  Military  Faret. 
The  Home  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  tlte  whole,  on  the  bill  for  riunng  an 


additional  military  force  of  twenty  ihooMiiJ 

Ur.  SHirrBT  said  be  felt  gratefiil  for  the  op- 
portnni^  which  bad  been  afibrded  him,  lo  de- 
liver bis  sentiments  on  the  subject  befontke 
committee.  It  was  now  aboat  a  year  igc,  yHtm 
he  tiad  stated  his  reasons  at  length  aa  the  qut- 
tion  of  the  war  then  meditated  against  Gnat 
Britain.  Since  tlut  time,  he  had  been  gmenllT 
a  silent,  though  not  an  inattentiTe  speetihr. 
Coiucioug  that  there  had  fkllen  to  his  dun  i 
full  portion  of  the  frailty  common  to  mtn,  bs 
felt  disposed  to  distrust  his  own  ooiniou.  Ht 
had  even  hoped  he  might  be  mistifen,  he  bid 
hoped  that  experience  would  prove  the  liSscy 
of  bis  apprehensions;  that  the  predictiDiu  i 
gentlemen,  who  differed  from  him  in  sentimHi^ 
would  be  realised ;  that  the  rights  of  the  coii- 
try  wonld  be  seoired  by  arms,  to  which  tin 
m^tnity  had  rest^led ;  and  that  the  evils  wti- 
cipated  would  vanish  before  na.  Ou  a  teiisT, 
however,  of  the  reasons  which  had  then  infli- 
enced  him,  aided  by  the  experience  (rf  the  Isit 
year,  he  foond  his  opinions,  not  only  umlntw, 
but  strondy  confirmed. 
The  bill  before  us,  said  Ur.  8.,  oontem^^d 
I  addition  of  twenty  thousand  m«i  to  tb«  if- 
my  heretofore  authorized  to  be  raised.  Bj  tlie 
measures  preparatory  to  the  war,  npwsrdiof 
thirty-six  thousand  men  were  directed  tobetn- 
listed;  with  the  addition  now  ccutemplated, 
our  regnlar  army  will  amount  to  more  th» 
fifty-eii  thousand  men.  The  question  wbidi  It 
once  presents  iteelf  to  every  mind  disposed  to  ii- 
qnire,  ia,  what  is  the  object  of  this  vast  milituy 
force  ?  We  are  here  not  left  to  oonjertnrt ;  tii 
inquiry  has  been  anijcipated,  and  we  have  beea 
directly  told  by  the  chairman  of  the  HiliiUT 
Committee,  (Mr.  Woxums,)  that  it  is  intendij 
for  offensive  purposes;  that  the  couqa^t  <^ 
Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  New  Bnmsirirk  is 
to  be  achieved.  If  I  have  any  right  to  deb1)er- 
ate  on  this  sul^ject,  and  to  express  the  epiaiaa 
which  my  riew  of  the  reel  interests  of  the  cood- 
try  dictates,  I  at  once  say,  that  I  caucoc  gi<e 
my  assent  to  raise  racb  a  force  for  such  s  pni^ 
pose.  Was  an  angmentation  of  the  army  re- 
quired to  defend  as  against  any  encsuy,  ^ibff 
on  the  maritime  or  inland  frontier,  no  menilM 
of  this  House  would  more  readily  accord  Iba 
means  of  defence  and  protection  than  rajsH 
In  such  event,  I  shall  not  inquire  how  «-e  rot 
into  the  situ^on,  or  by  whose  temeri^  tb* 
enemy  has  been  brought  on  our  bord«i.  I 
shall  confer  d^anee  as  a  matter  of  impericn 
neoenity,  forbidding  all  calculation  as  to  nitaai  ^ 
and  otmsequeQcee.  But,  as  it  is  admitttd  bj 
all,  that  the  force  already  aatboriied  is  mon 
than  Boffident  for  every  defensive  pnr;»9e;  s) 
it  is  expressly  avowed  that  it  is  required  fcr 
offennve  opwat^ons  in  the  territories  itf  the  ea- 
emy,  the  queotioD  assumes  a  different  sb^;  ^ 
is  stripped  of  ^e  overroling  influence  wlucb  it- 
tends  necesdty ;  it  becomes  a  mere  questioe  <■ 
enedieucy,  controlled  by  the  various  cooadw 
Btions  which  reason  and  policy  may  dictate 
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6a  (ar  SB  mj  condact  ia  conceroed,  before  I  can 
ooiwerit  to  the  prosecQtjon  of  the  war,  in  the 
nunaer  cootemplitCed,  I  mast  be  convinced  that 
the  objects  io  ooDtruverej  ore  not  onl;  joBt, 
bat  of  autficient  importance  in  tbeir  practdcal 
efieoC  on  the  communitj  lo  juatifj  Hnob  an  ex- 
periment, and  not  attdnable  in  anj  other  waj ; 
that  there  is  a  reaaocmble  probability  that  anab 
a  war  will  secure  to  ns  those  otgeotu ;  and  that 
we  are  not  endangeriog  the  greater  good,  to 
obtain  an  eiemption  from  the  Teaser  evil;  haz- 
arding certain  great  rights,  to  aectire  othen  of 
ftr  inferior  importance. 

I  regret  that  I  cannot,  consiatentt;  with  my 
■eme  of  dotj,  yield  the  nnlimited  confidence  in 
their  measQreH,  which  the  mMority  demand. 
My  reason  must  be  oonvinoed,  before  my  oon- 
fidenoe  oan  be  bestowed.  There  are,  indeed, 
cases  where  superior  virtue  and  wisdom,  tested 
hy  long  and  snoceseftil  ezperienoe,  have  a  strong 
oUim  to  onr  confidence.  But  this,  in  my  opin- 
ion, is  not  the  ease  here.  A  retrospect  of  the 
transactions  of  the  last  eight  years,  will  show 
bow  much  gentlemen  have  been  mistaken  and 
dist^pointea  in  their  views  of  oar  foreign  pol- 
ity; particularly  that  part  which  is  connected 
with  the  difficulties  in  which  we  now  find  our- 
■elves,  and  which  may  be  said  to  be  the  ground- 
work of  them.  In  making  this  declaration,  and 
in  leading  your  attention  to  the  facta,  it  is  not 
niy  object  to  give  offence  to  any  one.  I  believe 
gentlemen  are  actuated  by  the  pnrest  motives, 
and  sincerely  disposed  to  render  essential  ser- 
vice to  the  oount^.  I  speak  of  {»tsta  only,  in- 
tending to  show  a  mistaken,  not  a  corrupt  or 

Our  difficultiea  with  Great  Britain  commenc- 
ed soon  after  the  treaty  of  1794  (generally  called 
"  Jay's  Treaty  ")  expired  by  its  own  limitation, 
in  conseqnence  of  the  peace  of  Amiens.    About 
that  time  the  British  Government  ofibred  to 
oar  Minister,  then  resident  in  London,  a  renew- 
al of  the  treaty.    That  instmment  bad  been 
negotiated  under  the  anspioee,  and  received  the 
sanction  of  VfxBaanrtori,  the  father  and  bene- 
fiujtor  of  his  conntry.    It  is  true,  that  its  stipn- 
lattoQB  did  not  embrace  every  subject  which  we 
oould  have  wished  \  and  those  Uiat  were  em- 
braced, were  not  so  advantagennsly  settled  as 
might  have  been  done,  had  we  had  it  in  our 
power  to  have  dictated  the  terms.     Bnt  it  is 
eqnally  troe,  that  experience  refuted  all  the 
apecnlationa,  and  di»ipated^  the  apnrehett- 
aionn,  with  which  the  country  was  filled  at  the 
tiioe  of  ita  ratification.    Daring  its  operation 
■we  eiijoyed  a  degree  of  prosperity  nnexainpled 
in  this  or  any  other  oonntry.    Opr  leading  in- 
terests flonriahed  in  a  manner  unknown  b^ore, 
ftnd  nnezperienced  since;  oar  agricnltare  was 
enconraged  by  high  prices  and  ready  markets 
for    its   prodnots ;  the  freedom  of  navigation, 
»ad  the  enterprise  of  onr  people,  carried  our 
oommeroe  to  every  part  of  the  globe.    I  ask 
this  House  and  this  aatioo,  whether  their  hopee 
or 'wiebea  extend  beyond  what  we  then  ei^oyed  f 
If  tbey  do,  they  hope  for  that  which  is  opposed 


by  all  human  probability,  and  they  wish  for 
that  which  has  scarcely  ever  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
man.  We  were,  indeed,  not  exempt  from  every 
evil,  or  gratified  by  every  possible  good.  What 
nation  or  individual  ever  reached  that  state? 
But  the  great  essentials  of  national  prosperity 
were  in  onr  possession.  Onr  Government,  how- 
ever, was  not  satisfied.  The  overtnre  of  the 
British  Government  was  rejected,  under  the  im- 
preseion,  no  doubt,  that  better  terms  could  be 
obtained ;  that  the  aitnation  of  Great  Britain 
would  compel  her  to  yield  to  onr  demands, 
however  extensive. 

Soon  after  the  rejection  of  this  overture,  Great 
Briton  assumed  the  right  to  interdict  the  trade 
in  the  products  of  her  enemies'  colonies,  when 
taken  directly  trota  those  colooles  to  the  mother 
cooniry,  oomormahly,  as  ahe  asserted,  to  the 
principlesadoptedin the warof  1TS6.  Inconse- 
quence of  which,  our  Government,  with  a  view 
to  ooerce  her  into  a  relinquishment  of  her  pre- 
tensions, passed  the  partial  non-importation  act 
of  1806.  It  had  not  the  intended  and  promised 
effect.  They  again  resorted  to  negotiation,  and 
repealed  the  restriction.  About  this  lime,  a 
change  happened  in  the  Britiiih  Cabinet,  highly 
suspicions  to  onr  interests.  "  Onr  friends,"  yes, 
our  old  Mends,  who  had  espoused  our  cause 
in  time  of  peril  and  danger,  who  had  defended 
onr  rights  dnriug  all  the  vicissitudes  of  the  Rev- 
olution, and  who  had  manifested  their  friend- 
ship fOT  OS  on  every  occasion  since,  got  into 
power.  With  these  men,  a  negotiation  was 
opened  by  our  Government  through  the  instra- 
mentality  of  onr  Ministers,  Messrs.  Monroe  and 
Pinkoey,  which  resulted  in  a  treaty,  as  oar  own 
Ministers  declared,  "  both  honorable  and  odvaa- 
tageoos  to  the  United  States,"  and  the  best  that 
oould  be  obtained.  It  was  not  only  "  advanta- 
geous" as  It  respected  onr  commerce,  bnt  the 
informal  understaading  which  accompanied  it, 
woold  have  secured  us  agwnst  the  abases  of  im- 
pressments; soonrownMinistersbelieved.  Bnt 
It  was  rqected  without  being  even  submitted  to 
the  Senate.  The  reasons  have  never  been  dis- 
closed to  the  nation.  I  presume,  however,  that 
it  was  confidently  expected  that  such  was  the 
situation  of  Great  Britain,  that  any  terms  that 
we  should  dictate  would  be  granted. 

The  terma  which  our  Government  demanded 
not  being  accorded  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
a  new  pohcy  was  resorted  to  by  onr  Govern- 
ment, which  was  held  op  to  the  nation  as  a 
sovereign  remedy  for  all  dot  difficulties,  which 
were  daily  increamng.  An  embargo,  not  limit- 
ed in  its  duration,  was  laid  on  our  shipping. 
The  prominent  virtues  of  this  remedy  were  sup- 
poeea  to  be — that  it  would  coerce  the  belliger- 
ents, but  particularly  Great  Britain,  into  an 
abandonment  of  thdr  Injnrions  measures;  and 
above  all,  that  it  would  save  us  from  being  in* 
volved  in  war.  The  experience  of  one  ^ear, 
however,  manifested  how  little  its  suppcoters 
understood  of  the  means  and  reoonrces  of  oUier 
nations,  and  of  the  character  of  our  own.  The 
privations  to  which  a  great  portion  of  our  pao- 
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pie  wera  latyected  in  oonseqneiice  of  tiiis  meas- 
ure ooeroed  our  Governineiit  into  a  repeal,  lung 
Wore  Kij  MiiBible  impreamoa  conld  be  made  on 
Great  Britain.  The  embargo  wa«  abandoned, 
beoanse  tie  people  would  bear  it  no  longer,  and 
the  non- intercourse  syetem  was  adopted  in  ita 
stead.  TbU  also  had  iu  da;— but  this,  like  the 
embareo,  experience  condemned  ae  iijurious 
and  ruiDoua  policj ;  and  the  pnblio  voice  called 
for  ita  repeal.  It  was  sucoeeded  bj  the  act  of 
the  flrst  of  Ub7,  1610,  the  aouree  of  am  present 
difficultiea. 

When  this  act  passed  this  House,  we  were 
told  that  its  proviaions  held  oat  the  strongest 
indQoemeDt  to  each  of  the  great  belllgerenta, 
to  precede  ita  rival  in  the  abrogation  of  the 
iqjariona  edict*  affecting  the  oommerce  of  this 
coDBtry,  and  that  whoever  might  lead  the  other 
would  unqoestioDabl;  follow.  It  required  very 
little  sagacity  to  penetrate  tiiis  subject  It  was 
•asil]'  foreseen  that  this  roeaaore  would  be  em- 
ploved  to  detach  na  fhjm  oar  naatral  situation, 
which  it  was  ao  maoh  onr  interest,  and  had 
been  so  much  out  desire,  to  maintain.  This 
aiiprehensioo  experience  haa  realized.  We  now 
feel  the  eonseqnences  in  their  fullest  eitent 

After  we  had  become  the  dupes  of  French 
perfidy,  by  putting  in  force  the  non-Importation 
■yBteu  against  Great  Britain,  under  the  belief 
that  on  the  fint  day  of  November,  ISIO,  the  de- 
crees of  Berlin  and  Milan  were  repealed,  the 
falsehood  of  which  has  since  been  placed  be- 
yond all  rational  doubt,  it  liappened  as  had  been 
anticipated,  that  finding  the  mefBciency  of  the 
reetricUvfl  system  against  Great  Britain,  the 
nation  was  called  on,  about  the  oommencement 
of  last  seesiOD,  to  assame  a  threatening  attltsde 
towards  that  power.  We  were  then  told  bj 
the  eupporters  of  onr  foreign  policy,  thflt  war 
would  not  be  necessary.  That  justice  was  with- 
held fW>m  ns  by  the  Government  of  that  nation 
under  the  impression  that  force  would  not  be 
used  to  maiottun  onr  rights,  which  impreaston 
It  woa  only  neceesary  to  remove  by  manifedting 
a  determined  spirit  m  making  warlike  prspara- 
tioDB.  This  p-evailed  with  many,  and  the  army 
was  voted.  But  it  did  not  intimidate  onr  ene- 
my. We  were  then  told,  that  it  was  necessary 
to  declare  war,  as  affording  conclusive  evidence 
of  our  ainoerity :  but  that  it  would  not  be  ne- 
ceaaarj  to  continue  it  beyond  a  few  weeks, 
when  onr  objects  wonid  he  attuned  by  a  jost 
and  honorable  peace.  We  were  also  told,  at 
die  same  time,  that  in  six  weeks  after  the 
declaration  of  war,  we  should  be  in  poesession 
of  a  great  portion  of  the  enemy's  ooloniee.  All 
these  promises  have  been  disappointed.  We 
have  effected  nothing  by  oommeroial  restric- 
tions, nothing  by  arms,  and  nothing  by  nego- 
tiation ;  and,  if  there  is  not  a  change  in  onr 
policy,  the  war  promises  to  be  perpetual. 

Having  detained  you  thus  long  with  these 
preliminary  topics,  permit  me  to  othw  yoar  at- 
tention to  tlioee  tjiat  grow  directly  ont  of  the 
bill  before  the  committee.  I  have  said,  that 
the  causes  ought  not  only  to  be  just,  but  impor- 
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tant  in  their  effect  on  the  oommnnity,  to  justify 
a  reeort  to  arms.  I  will  say  more.  A  natioK 
situated  as  this  is,  who  has  so  much  to  lose,  and 
so  little  to  gain,  ought  not  to  rslinqnish  its 
peaoeflil  Mate  bat  in  the  last  extremity.  Are 
the  causes  which  existed  at  the  time  whea  tfaia 
war  was  declared,  of  that  diaracter  which,  bo- 
cording  to  this  idea,  Justified  its  commencement ; 
and  ore  those  now  remaining  sufiScient  to  bodo- 
tion  its  conUnuoncef 

I  exclude  all  oonsideratian  of  the  absbvct 
Justice  of  our  oomplaints  against  Great  Britwn. 
Upon  that  subject  I  never  had  but  one  opioutD. 
I  alwaya  did  believe  that  her  conduct  towards 
this  country  was  not  only  niHost  as  it  affected 
us,  but  imM>Iitio  as  it  affected  herself. 

Before  tie  war  oommenced  last  Sninmer,  Ott 
Orders  in  Council  formed  the  principal  KTOuod 
of  complaint  against  Great  BriUin.  I  venture 
to  assert,  withont  the  dread  of  contradictjoii, 
that  if  the  repeal  which  has  since  taken  placs 
had  b^ipenea  and  been  known  here  before  we 
resorted  to  the  award,  we  should  have  remained 
at  peace.  I  make  this  declaration  on  (what  I 
deem)  the  most  nnqnestionable  anthoritf .  Tbe 
proof  is  on  record.  In  1808,  Mr.  JeOeraom, 
then  Preudent  of  the  United  States,  tbraogh 
our  Uinister  In  London,  proposed  to  the  British 
Government  to  relinquish  the  embargo  a&  ti> 
her,  on  condition  the  Orders  in  Conncil  were 
revoked.  In  1809,  Mr.  Madison  entered  into 
tbe  arrangement  with  Mr.  £rskine,  which  made 
the  same  condition  the  sole  fonadation  for  re- 
storing amicable  intercourse  between  the  two 
nations.  In  1810  and  1811,  the  diacnseions  be- 
tween onr  Government  and  that  of  Great  Brit- 
ain were  confined  almost  eidnaively  to  that 
subject.  And  in  1S13,  preceding  the  declara- 
tion of  war.  the  Secretary  of  State  infornied 
the  British  Envoy,  that  if  the  Orders  in  Conacil 
were  revoked,  the  non-importation  act  woold 
cease  imme^tely.  During  tbe  whole  of  this 
period,  onr  complaints  were  directed  to  the 
Orders  in  ConnoU,  and  our  mctsnres,  (I  speak 
of  onr  restrictive  8ystem,)soiara3  they  sfTected 
Great  Brittuo.  were  adopted  with  a  wngle  ej« 
to  their  repeal.  Until  the  war  was  declared,  I 
did  not  suppose  that  it  would  be  waged  for  any 
other  objecL 

The  Orders  in  Oonncil,  thongh  a  violation  rf 
onr  marilicne  rights  in  point  caprindple,  were 
practically  of  very  little  iignr;  to  onr  oom- 
merca  at  tbe  oommencement  of  tbe  war  in 
which  we  are  now  engaged.  Tbe  reoaoos  are 
obvions.  Onr  oommerco  to  France,  Hol- 
land, Italy,  &0.,  never  was  of  great  importancb 
And  the  effect  ofthe  French  "municipal  r^lh 
lations"  had  caused  it  to  dwindle  into  in$i^ 
niScanoe.  The  exclusions,  reetrictlone,  impoet- 
tioDB,  and  confiscations,  so  permanent  in  the 
commercial  code  (and  practice!  of  Kap(rfeon, 
had  inspired  our  merchmits  wilfi  a  due  portiMi 
of  caution,  how  they  vectored  thmr  property 
into  the  power  of  a  Government  actuated  by  no 
liberal  principle,  and  bound  by  no  faith.  ¥na 
tbi3  state  of  thic^  it  was  not  difficult  to  ood 
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Ittoture  thkt  the  period  wu  not  distant  when 
Qreat  Britaia  mast  beoonie  convinced  of  Che  in- 
effi<nenoj  of  the  Orders  in  Connci),  bo  far  «■ 
respected  their  retaliatory  object  on  her  enemj. 
How  ooald  France  be  distressed  b;  the  British 
interdiction  of  her  foreign  commerce,  when 
f  ranoe  liereelf  was  hostile  to  that  commerce — 
-when  she  adopted  everj  measure  to  narroWjto 
shackle,  and  nltlinatelj  to  exclude  it  I  We 
bad  even  strong  evidence  that  firltiah  statMmeli 
began  to  waver  on  the  subject.  The  vote  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  during  the  last  Winter, 
ahowed.  a  minoritj  nnnsoallj  strong,  and  indi- 
cated moat  clearly  that  before  long  the  Orders 
in  Council  were  doomed  to  perish.  But,  with 
this  tnfomiBtiun  before  oar  ejes,  we  hnniod  on 
to  war  without  wuting  for  the  event,  or  ev«i 
'Without  waiting  for  preparation. 

The  Orders  in  Cooncil  have  since  been  re- 
pealed. The  manner  has  indeed  been  objected 
b>  bj  the  honorable  Speaker,  (Ur.  Ci.at,)  be- 
eanse  the  right  to  secure  them  in  oertain  eventa 
Ib.  reserved.  Bat  snrel;  this  cannot  be  and  has 
not  been  considered  bj  our  Governraent  a  seri- 
ODB  objection;  for  without  such  reservation  the 
power  to  revive  them  existed  to  everj  possible 
extent.  The  only  qnestion  is,  do  they  cease  lo 
Tiolate  our  neatral  commerce!  This  is  not 
dttubted.  ~  The  remaining  obstacle,  therefore, 
to  a  good  understanding  between  tjie  two  na- 
tions, and  the  sole  ostensible  oanse  far  persever- 
ing in  the  ivar,  is  the  sabject  of  impressments. 

This  ia,  indeed,  a  difficult  and  unqueationiibly 
an  iiitereating  subject.  Kot  that  I  place  entire 
CuiiUduDce  in  the  sympathetic  deecriptions  of 
the  magnitnde  of  the  evil,  which  we  have  so 
often  heard  and  daily  heard  in  this  House.  I 
am  inclined  to  believe  fsncy  has  colored  the 
picture  too  highly.  There  is  one  reason,  above 
all  otbera,  which  leads  me  to  that  concIuMoD. 
It  is  this:  InAatBection  of  the  United  States 
of  which  two-thirds  of  onr  seamen  are  nativen, 
there  is  a  strong,  overwhelming  current  of  opin- 
ion against  ihLs  war.  Can  it  be  possible  that 
tbecooDtry  where  dwells  the  kindrod  of  those 
who  are  said  to  be  "incarcerated  in  great  num- 
bers in  the  "floating  dungeons"  of  Great  Brit- 
idn  is  not  only  indifferent  abont  the  fate  of  its 
children,  but  opposes,  as  minons,  the  war 
waged  for  their  protection  ?  It  is  cert^nlj  a 
curious  spectacle  Ut  see  the  defenders  of  sea- 
men's rights  come  from  those  portions  of  tiie 
Union  that  have  little  commerce,  and  few,  if 
any,  eeamen.  I  do  not  mean  to  insinuate  that 
those  gentlemen  do  wrong  in  eaponsing  the 
eanse  of  the  opprensed,  to  whatever  quarter 
the;  may  belong ;  bat  I  state  the  fact  to  show 
tiiat  their  syn^athiee  may  possibly  have  mag- 
nified the  evil — and  to  infer  from  it,  that  the 
opposition  of  those  most  immediately  interested 
is  to  be  ascribed,  not  to  their  insensibility,  but 
to  their  apprehensions  that  thia  war,  instead  of 
securicg  seamen's  rights,  will  banish  their  aea- 
Dien  into  foreign  service. 

Tha  controversy  between  this  country  and 
Great  Britun  seema  to  have  been  brought  to  a 


single  point  She  claims  the  service  of  her 
seafaring  subjects  in  time  of  danger.  Our  Gov- 
ernment admits  this  right  To  give  effect  to 
the  right  thus  claimed  and  admitted,  she  insists 
that  her  officers  may  go  on  board  onr  merchant 
ships  on  the  high  seas,  or  in  her  ports — search 
for  and  take  her  subjects.  This  onr  Govern- 
ment deny,  and  cldm  the  immunity  of  the  Qag 

der  the preteitoftakingBriUah  subjects,  Amer- 
ican citizens  are  frequently  taken.  It  does,  in- 
deed, not  distinctly  appear  in  the  late  commu- 
nication from  oar  Executive  to  the  British 
Goveniment,  that  they  mean  by  the  terms 
American  citizens,  whether  it  Includes  natural-  - 
ized  persons  as  well  as  imtivee.  With  respect 
to  those  of  the  first  description,  I  confess  I  feel 
no  great  interest  for  their  immnnity  abroad  or 
on  the  high  seas ;  I  am  one  of  thow  who  think 
that  we  act  sumciently  liberal  when  we  offer 
them  any  asylum  from  the  oppression  or  pov- 
erty of  their  own  conntry,  receive  them  into 
oar  bosom,  and  extend  to  them  all  the  advan- 
tages twionging  to  us ;  and  so  long  as  they  re- 
mnin  within  oar  territorial  limits,  the;  shall, 
with  my  consent,  have  the  full  benefit  of  the 
protection  which  our  laws  afford  to  all.  But  I 
cannot  consent  that  the  native  blood  of  this 
connirv  shall  be  profusely  wasted  to  protect 
aliens  ooro,  wherever  they  ma;  ramble.  We 
all  profess  a  deep  solicitude  for  the  interest  of 
seamen.  To  describe  their  distresses  and  to 
eulogize  their  valor  and  patriotism,  is  one  of 
the  topics  of  the  day.  And  yet  we  are  con- 
tending for  principles  which,  if  SDCcessful,  will 
bring  a  host  of  foreigners  in  competition  with 
them  to  elbow  them  out  of  employment  Bat 
it  is  said  that  Great  Brittdn  does  the  same— 
that  b;  the  act  passed  during  the  retsn  of 
George  II.,  foreign  seamen  are  naturalized  who 
have  been  in  the  King's  service  for  two  yeara, 
and  that  she  has  no  right  to  object  if  we  imi- 
tate her  conduct  It  is  true  she  has  adopted 
such  a  regulation.  But  I  have  never  heard  of 
any  instance  where  she  has  coot«nded  that  snoh 
a  person  is  abeolved  from  his  natural  allegi- 
anoe,  if  he  oomea  within  the  power  of  his  origi- 
nal sovereign.  I  have  understood  that  act  to 
mean  that  such  persons  should  become  entitled 
to  certain  rights — not  absolved  from  any  duties 
towards  others,  should  the;  leave  the  oonntry.* 
That  they  should  have  the  right  to  hold  lands 
— be  admitted  uoderthercgolations  of  the  navi- 
gation act  as  British  seamen  on  board  merchant 
ships,  and  participate  in  the  pennon  and  hos- 
pital provisions.  Should  I  be  mistaken,  bow- 
ever,  I  am  not  inclined  to  relinquish  my  opin- 
ion, merely  because  the  practice  of  Great  Britun 
is  opposed  to  it. 

Sir,  I  do  not  find  fonlt  with  the  Administra- 
tion for  insisting  on  the  immunity  of  onr  flag, 
as  it  respects  the  seamen.  I  approve  of  the 
priodple.  It  is  of  that  character  which  at  a 
proper  time  and  with  proper  means  ia  (in  efiect 
and  to  all  general  purposes)  attainable,  if  we  do 
not  by  ill-timed  and  impradeut  efforts  frastrat« 
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It.  It  is  sapposed  thAt  the  preseDt  ii  th«  hub- 
pEoioDfl  moment  to  iiwst  on  our  rights.  That 
pressed  as  Great  Brit4un  is  b;  the  most  power- 
nil  vaemj  the  world  ever  saw,  who  threatens 
h«r  TeT7  existenoe ;  the  impresaioD  which  we 
can  make  npoD  her  by  onr  arma,  will  be  greMtf 
than  at  any  other  time.  This  Terr  olronmstanoe 
randNs  the  attaipment  of  our  object  more  diffi- 
cult, and  makes  onr  case  hopeless.  Her  danger 
fbrbida  a  oomi^iance  with  our  demands.  In 
her  present  struggle,  her  naval  power  oonsti- 
totes  her  secnritf.  Without  that  ahe  would 
long  unoe  have  become  a  French  province. 
This  ererj^  man  In  England  knows  and  feeb.  It 
b  well  koowD  that  four-fifths  of  her  seamen  on 
board  her  navy 'render  not  voluntarf  but  com- 
palsOT7  service  Should  this  principle  be  ea- 
tabUshed,  which  iu  all  oases  would  afford  a 
seeate  asylum  in  our  merchant  ships,  it  is 
dreaded  b;  British  statesmen  and  the  British 
people,  that  their  seamen,  allured  bf  higher 
wa^  and  easier  employment,  wonid  abandon 
their  aervioe,  and  thus  render  their  countrj  ao- 
ceaaible  to  their  enemy.  Hence  yon  see  every 
Ministry,  of  whatever  political  party  or  distino- 
tjon,  tremblingly  alive  to  this  BobJecL  They 
dare  not  touch  it  in  the  present  state  of  that 
country,  No  man  could  mainUun  bis  power  a 
moment  after  having  hazarded  tlte  public  safety 
by  making  an  experiment,  the  effect  of  which 
oould  not  be  foreseen,  and  may  be  productive 
of  such  disastrous  conseqaeuoea.  This  spirit  Is 
manifest  in  all  the  oommunicatioDs  from  the  Brit- 
ish Cabinet  to  our  Oovernment  We  have  seen 
the  sentiments  of  Lord  Grenville,  lord  Auck- 
land, Lord  Holland,  and  Mr.  Fox,  men  whose  pre- 
poeseaaiona  were  in  oar  favor,  and  who  on  almost 
avery  other  snt^ect  supported  onr  pretenuons. 
Od  this  satfjeot  they  resisted  onr  demands,  be- 
oanaethej  dared  not  grant  them.  While  loon- 
odve  the  claims  of  oar  Oovernment  as  not  go- 
ing too  far,  I  doubt  their  pmdenoe  as  to  the 
time  and  manner  of  giving  them  efibct  I  fear 
that  instead  of  realizing  our  wishes  the  meas- 
nrea  pursued  are  calculated  to  deprive  ns  of 
every  hope  hereafter.  In  the  present  unexam- 
pled state  of  the  world,  according  to  my  limited 
conception  of  our  true  interest,  we  ought  to 
have  seriously  avoided  all  hostile  collision  with 
ftrreign  powers.  We  ought  to  have  cherished 
the  resources  within  our  grasp.  Nothing  is 
more  obvioos  than  the  remark  made  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Blbbcekb,)  that,  with  all  the  injuries  which  we 
received  from  the  belligerents,  our  commerce 
was  more  extensive  and  more  profitable  in  the 
aggregate  than  if  Europe  had  been  at  peace. 
We  might  have  obtained  (and  we  ought  not  to 
have  rejected)  such  temporary  arrangements 
with  England,  (with  whom  our  commerce  was 
ohiefly  carried  on,}  which,  though  they  did  not 
embrace  all  our  interests,  would  have  secured 
those  of  first  importance  and  kept  ns  at  peaoe. 
The  benefits  of  such  a  policy  are  to  my  mind 
self-evident.  Should  Enrope  be  restored  to 
tranquillity  and  assume  something  like  its  for- 


b»eD  able  to  have  effected  every  valoaWe  cigeet, 
because  such  a  citange  will  probably  bring  witk 
it  a  respect  for  the  rights  of  oatioBS,  whkh 
have  now  no  existenoe  but  in  name.  And 
shonld  an  imposing  attitude  have  been  wanting 
to  give  efibct  to  our  claims,  we  should  have  ex- 
hibited an  unbroken  spirit  and  a.       ' 


An  honorable  member  from  Tminenee,  {}b. 
OBmniT,)  the  other  day,  read  aoma  estnets 
from  the  instructions  tranonitiad  (o  oar  Minis- 
ter in  London,  in  1T92.  His  olyect  wis  !• 
show  the  deep  interest  which  the  Kreat  niall 
who  then  presided  over  this  natioD  felt  on  tke 
subject  of  impressments.  I  uucerely  wiah  that 
whd6  gentlemen  resort  to  bis  opinioos  to  sap- 
port  theirs,  they  would  consent  to  imiiJtj  lug 
oondnct  Nothing  can  be  more  atrikinglj  dit 
ferent  than  his  pMicy  and  that  vhi<^  is  now 
pursued. 

In  1793  the  subject  of  impresemeDta  did  net 
form  the  only  complaint  against  Great  Britain. 
The  Treaty  of  Peace  remained  onezeoated  on 
her  part.  To  that  was  added  the  great  iqjuiy 
which  our  commerce  sustained  by  the  exlensiva 
oapturea  made  by  her  cruisers  during  that  year. 
The  interest  which  was  felt  for  tbeanooesnof 
the  French  Bevolution,  against  which  Great 
Brit«n  had  arrayed  herself;  tended  to  «icite  the 
nation,  even  be  joud  the  measure  of  its  wrocg^ 
and  ripen  it  for  war.  But  the  wisdom  of  Wash- 
□toioN  saved  us  trota  being  drawn  into  the 
vortex,  which  has  ^oe  devoured  all  who  ap- 
proached it.  His  genios  oooaidered  the  tnie 
interarta  of  his  oountry  to  oonust  in  the  pre- 
servation of  its  peaoe ;  and  he  had  firmseaa 
enough  to  presNve  it,  though  oj^Kieed  by  tte 
strong  feelings  of  the  people.  Notwilhetanding 
tbe  aoonmuuted  wrongs  which  we  had  re- 
odved,  be  sent  a  messenger  of  peace,  aad  ulti- 
mately gave  his  assent  to  a  treaty  in  whieli 
there  was  not  one  stipnlatiMi  even  to  restrain 
(he  abusea  of  impressments,  which  Qie  year 
before  he  had  declared  could  not  be  longer  t(4er- 
ated.  Why  was  this  done  by  him,  who,  to  say 
the  least,  bad  as  much  affection  for  his  oountry's 
rights,  as  the  politicians  of  the  preaeot  d^ — 
whom  fear  never  inflnenced — and  who  OMild 
safely  oaloulate  on  the  support  of  the  peoi4e, 
should  he  reeort  to  arms?  The  aiisw«'  ia 
obvious.  Peace  upon  almost  any  t^nna  was 
better  than  a  hopeless,  eodleM  contest.    What 

ooDtrast  does  his  example  preaoit  to  the 
conduct  of  titose  who  now  direct  the  des- 
tinies of  this  nation,  and  who,  while  they  r^eet 
his  policy,  resort  to  his  opinions  to  anpport  thur 

Upon  the  subject  of  foreign  war,  and  the  ot>- 
jects  connected  witli  it,  the  opinions  of  gentle- 
ten  of  the  m^ority  have  certainly  andergoae 
struige  revolution  unoe  they  came  into  powtf . 
Little  more  than  twelve  years  ago,  they  depre- 
cated foreign  war  as  incondstent  with  tJie  a^rit 
of  our  institutitHia,  and  tiie  geoios  of  onr  Got- 
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TDmeDt  Notiiing  short  of  edf-defence,  when 
XUoked  in  oar  own  coontrj,  wea  comidered 
«  a  Jiutificntioii  fur  abandODiiig  onr  peacefnl 
lOTsDite,  and  miogltiig  in  hostUitj  with  En- 
opean  powers.  Every  other  object  was  deemed 
nbordinate  to  the  preservation  of  peace,  be- 
lanse  with  it  was  connected  ererf  benefit  wliich 
t  had  pleased  Prorideace  to  bestow  upon  ns, 
md  which  oar  detached  aitoation  rendered  se- 
'.□re.  We  now  hear  those  very  gentlemen  tallc 
■f  Rome  and  Qreoc«  in  their  proadest  days, 
Then  they  inspired  terror  into  the  inhabitants 
f  distant  elimea  and  carried  their  arms  to  every 
[Darter  of  the  ^lobe ;  and  their  example  is  held 
ip  for  oar  imitation.  The  almost  tranndless 
ixtent  of  onr  territory  is  become  too  limited, 
md  we  hear  of  conqaeets  in  the  North  and 
kintb,  as  eflBentisl  to  onr  security  and  h^pi- 
letsa.  In  taking  a  retrospect,  and  contrasting 
ormer  opinions  with  present  conduct,  a  per- 
lon  wonld  almost  be  inclined  to  distrust  his  ob- 
«rvation,  was  there  not  left  on  record  monn- 
nents  with  sentJmeDts  of  former  times  enter- 
ained  by  gentlemen  in  the  days  of  hamility, 
vhen  they  were  Btmggling  against  power. 
Permit  me  to  call  joar  attention  to  a  resolniion 
>f  the  Vir^aia  Assembly,  adopted  in  ITQ8, 
(Bid  to  be  draughted  by  Mr.  Madisonj  now 
President  of  tbe  United  States,  npon  tbia  anb- 
eet.  It  was  then  considered  the  standard  of 
Xepnbliean  opinion,  by  all  who  professed  to  be 
»f  that  party.  It  in  snbstanoe  declares,  that 
iioogb  tne  Genera!  Aaeembly  view  with  indig- 
lation  the  violations  of  onr  commerce,  the  im- 
>ressnient  of  onr  seamen,  and  other  wroDgs 
tommitted  by  foreign  nations,  yet  detached  aa 
lie  United  States  are  from  Enropean  concerns, 
iiey  ahonld  deprecate  a  war  waged  for  any 
>tlier  object  except  self-defence,  m  cases  of  ao- 
.ual  invasion.  This  resolution  bad  an  eye  to 
)iir  relations  with  France,  from  whom  we  had 
■hen  received  every  injury  and  indi^ity  she 
N>nld  inflict,  and  with  whom  we  were  in  a  atala 
)f  pnrdal  hostility ;  bni  it  explicitly  declares, 
hat  we  ought  to  engage  in  offensive  war,  for 
lo  objaot  whatever.  Let  the  sentiment  be 
lompu^  with  the  conduct  of  the  same  men 
low  they  are  in  power. 

Sir,  I  am  me  of  those  who  doubt  our  oqia- 
dty  to  obtain  the  conquest  of  tbe  British  pror- 
ncea.  I  believe  that  the  opinion,  that  we  are 
t  very  powerAil  nation  abroad,  ia  a  fanciful 
lelnaion.  To  lie  powerful  abroad,  requires  a 
government  of  sufficient  energy,  not  only  to 
>ring  into  action  all  the  physical  and  pecaniary 
■eeonrcesof  the  coantry,  bnt  to  command  tbem 
iromptly.  The  very  natnre  of  oar  Govem- 
aent,  where  every  thing  dependa  immediately 
ipon  tbe  people,  forbids  tbe  idea  that  yon  can 
iffect  one  or  the  other.  The  inconveniences 
md  privntioDB  to  which  they  must  be  aubject- 
id,  areeofficient  causes  with  the  great  txtdy  of 
.be  oommnnity,  who  do  not  perceive  very  dis- 
incily  how  they  are  to  be  benefited  by  an  of- 
'ecsive  war,  to  tnm  their  faces  agunst  it 
riieir  Be^Mvaentativee,  knowing  their  feelings, 
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dare  not  prees  tliem  with  a  heavy  hand,  which 
at  once  deetroys  every  thing  like  energy.  Be- 
sides, the  want  of  promptitnde,  tbe  characteris- 
tic defect  of  snch  a  Government^  whose  powers 
are  divided  into  many  hands,  prevents  tbe  re- 
sources even  within  their  reach  to  be  obtained 
and  applied  In  time  t«  insore  success.  The 
conseqnence  of  all  this  is — imbeciiity  in  ob- 
taining, and  want  of  celerity  in  applying  tbe 
necenary  means.  This  may  be  considered  aa 
a  very  great  evil,  particnlarly  to  those  who  have 
presented  to  ns  the  example  of  Rome  in  her 
prondest  days,  when  she  was  mistress  of  the 
world,  for  onr  imitation.  Sir,  I  rejoice  tbat 
sncb  is  tbe  state  of  my  country.  It  is  the  le- 
gitimate of&pring  of  oar  free  institntions.  The 
people  are  strong  and  the  Government  is  weak ; 
whenever  this  state  of  things  shall  be  reversed, 
then  shall  we  be  able  to  inspire  terror  Into  other 
nations.  Bnt  until  that  period  shall  arrive,  we 
shall  exhibit  weakness  and  slowness  of  actjon, 
as  to  all  oSenuve  and  external  purposes. 

To  retain  the  British  provinces  aa  an  indem- 
nity for  onr  loasea,  is  an  event  which  I  cannot 
wi^,  becanse  I  can  see  no  possible  benefit  re- 
snltioK  from  it.  Have  we  not  already  territory 
enoDgh  t  Is  it  desirable  to  incorporate  with  as 
a  people  oompoeed  of  heterogeneons  materials, 
who  are  not  only  unaccustomed  to  our  institn- 
tions, bnt  many  of  whom  entertain  an  nncon- 
qoerable  hatred  for  tbem  ?  T  believe  it  woold 
have  been  better  bad  we  never  acquired  any 
foreign  territory  at  all.  If  we  bad  been  con- 
tented with  the  limits  embraced  by  the  old  thir- 
teen United  States,  the  prospects  of  remaining 
a  united  people,  and  preserving  our  free  insU- 
tntious,  would,  in  ray  conception,  be  mach  more 
flattering.  I  am,  therefore,  opposed  to  new  ao- 
quigitione.  Bat  it  is  repeatedly  nrged  that  the 
poBseerioD  of  Canada  ia  necessary  to  secure  as 
from  the  hostilities  of  the  savage  trities  on  onr 
northwestern  borders;  was  this  the  fact,  I 
might  yield  my  assent  to  prosecute  the  war  to 
attain  that  object.  Bnt  experience  has  shown 
can   have  peace  with  them,  though 


years  after  the  Treaty  o: 
viUe  we  were  entirely  exempt  from  Indian  hos- ' 
tilitiee ;  and  not  until  we  waged  war  oorJelves, 
did  they  become  troublesome  npon  onr  fron- 

Mr  apprehenalons  are  not  solely  oonflned  to 
the  danger  resulting  from  military  power ;  diere 
are  other  eonseqoences  equally  to  be  dreaded, 
which  I  fear  may  overwhelm  ns,  should  we 
continue  in  this  course.  There  ia  one  pecnliarly 
delicate,  but  equally  important — so  delicat«^ 
that  gentlemen  have  supposed  itonght  not  even 
to  be  mentioned.  Sir,  shall  I  not  be  permitted 
to  point  to  the  yawning  goJf  beneath?  Shall 
I  not  attempt  to  arrest  yonr  progress  in  the  path 
where  lies  a  serpent  that  will  stingyoa  to  death  t 
I  deprecate  disnoion  as  an  event  pregnant  with 
every  evil.  The  moment  it  happens,  civil  lib- 
erty ia  banished  from  this  coantry.  I  feel  deeply 
interested  thatitebould  not  happen.    Permit 
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me,  howeTer,  to  obserTs,  tliat  ^  imion  is  < 
nected  bv  a  ooiucionBiieM  which  is  felt  that  the 
vuioas  iDt'eresta  of  th«  difiwent  Mctions  are 
conaulted  and  protected,  and  not  by  fbroe.  If 
yoD  wiah  to  perpetuate  the  TJnion,  joa  mast 
prceerre  that  opinion.  The  moment  that  it 
aball  BO  longer  eiiat,  the  ties  that  bind  ns  to- 
gether become  feeble  indeed.  The  present 
WOT,  though  ostensibly  waged  for  princtplea  in 
which  the  Northern  aod  Easlem  people  have  a 
deep  interest,  is  considered  by  thera — and  Iher 
certftinl;  underatand  their  loUreBt  beet — as  cal- 
culated to  prostrate  it.  They  feel  the  evils  of 
jom'  measnres  dsilT,  and  the;  see  no  prcq>ect 
that  thej  ever  will  be  benefited  by  them.  The 
physical  power  of  the  conntry  ia  in  their  bauds, 
and  it  renins  nothing  but  pnbUo  sentiment, 
which  qmckly  follows  poblio  interest,  and  yon 
ripen  them  ftr  a  state  of  thin^  meet  of  sU  to 
be  deprecated.  I  hope  we  sh^  avert  the  evil 
by  bwiisliinK  the  cause  of  dianontent. 

Besides  the  immediate  pbyucal  evfls  which 
present  themselves  as  probably  reenlting  from 
onr  measures,  there  are  other  moral  evils  which 
I  most  dread.  Onr  Government  was  made  to 
secore  the  happiness  of  the  people,  and  every 
thing  which  even  remotely  is  colcuLsted  to  im- 
pair tbeir  moral  sense,  will  have  an  effect  npon 
Qieirsitoation.  When  the  people  shall  become 
attached  to  [Hinciplea  inconsistent  with  mo- 
rality, or  with  their  tranqsil,  civil  parsnits, 
their  prosperity  and  their  freedom  are  at  haz- 
ud.  The  spirit  of  conquest  and  of  military 
glory,  however  &scinating,  is  baneful  to  the 
prosperity  and  liberty  of  every  conntry.  This 
spirit  has  shown  itself  in  our  country,  of  lat^ 
in  an  unusual  degree.  We  have  become  tirod 
of  the  peaceful  character  of  onr  pnrsnits; 
and  we  want  nothing  bat  snccess  on  this  first 
attempt  to  encourage  ns  to  become  a  gr«at  mili- 
tary nation,  attempting  conqoeet  in  every  quar- 
ter, IVhenever  that  happens,  we  shall  share 
the  destiny  of  other  nations.  When  the  same 
spirit  and  ihe  same  councils  prevail,  the  misery 
<tf  the  mass  of  the  people  is  the  support  of  the 
nations]  glory. 

One  of  the  evils  which  I  dread,  aa  attending 
the  war,  and  in  my  opinion  not  the  least,  Mr. 
Chturman,  ta,  that  we  have  anited  our  exertions 
with  the  efforts  of  the  great  destroyer  of  man- 
kind, who,  having  prostrated  the  independence 
of  almost  every  nation  on  the  continent  of  En- 
rope,  has  drawn  us  into  onr  present  Ntuation, 
to  assist  him  in  humbling  his  remaining  enemy, 
whose  destruction  is,  above  all  others,  nearest 
bis  heart.  I  do  not  believe  that  gentiemen  are 
so  fu"  lost  to  all  sense  of  their  conntr^'s  interest, 
as  deBig;nedly  to  unite  the  destiny  of  this  nation 
with  hiin,  who  lives  only  to  destroy,  I  believe 
them,  when  they  declare  that  sscb  is  not  their 
intention.  But  we  are  anited  in  fact.  His  oa- 
teosible  object  is  the  liberty  of  the  seas :  so  is 
ours  His  successes  are  onr  soccessea,  and  his 
defeats  are  onr  defeats.  Being  thus  associated  in 
&cCi — havbg  one  common  object — if  the  war 
continnes  any  time,  we  shall  be  assooiated  in 
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name  also.  When  pressed  bejoikd  our  prexat 
expectation  by  onr  enemy,  we  shall  not  msk* 
any  difficulty  in  submittiug  to  artangenwnts 
which  may  appear  to  ns  advantageous,  tot 
which  are  calculated  to  fasten  as  to  the  <sr  of 
the  conqueror.  We  may  want  men  to  msUa 
ns  to  obttun  the  object  of  onr  QfTensTe  open- 
tioQs  in  the  North ;  France  can  fomtih  tW. 
We  may  want  ships  to  defend  our  coast:  «t 
con  obtuin  them  from  the  same  qnarter.  But, 
for  the«e  things,  we  must  stipulate  an  eqnirs- 
lent;  and  what  can  that  be,  but  to  imila  is 
striking  England  from  the  list  of  independcBt 

If  r.  BoBKBTSOX. — Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  wcQ 
aware  that  the  Hoose  will  listen  (if  it  lieteu  it 
all)  with  much  reluctance  to  a  further  dianv- 
■ion  of  Qie  subject  under  conaideraticm.  Xevff- 
thelees,  it  is  my  intention  eipliciily,  but  aa- 
dsely  to  ttate  some  of  the  reasons,  which  inflii- 
ence  me  to  support  the  measure  proposed ;  foot 
of  the  views  connected  with  them,  which  com- 
mand my  approbation,  and  induce  my  aid.  Si, 
I  propose  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  bill  i;- 
self^  and  subsequently,  without  fulloving  gai- 
tiemen  in  the  wide  and  expanave  rouge  of  if- 
gnmentative,  declamatory,  and  defamatorr  tia- 

Saeoce^  in  which  they  have  thonght  fit  to  in- 
ulge,  to  reply  to  some  of  the  observations  whki 
struck  me  with  most  force,  and  whidi  mj 
memory  still  retains. 

The  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  ti^ 
House,  and  of  the  nation,  for  the  able  and  ]aai 
exposition  he  has  given,  of  the  plan  inCendedlo 
be  pursued  by  the  Government  in  the  proeees- 
tion  of  the  war  Inwhich  we  are  engaged,  lodcf 
the  olyects  for  the  attainment  of  which  an  in- 
crease of  the  Military  Establishment  is  detmtd 
necessarj.  What  is  that  plan,  and  what  ire  tin 
objects  m  contemplatlonl  The  power  of  tb 
nation  is  to  be  called  out ;  a  portion  for  a  ds- 
feuoeof  our  seocoaatand  extensive  frontier;  tb* 
residue  to  be  sent  forth  to  battie  against  oor  im- 
placable foe,  to  drive  bini  from  the  Amerioi 
continent,  and  thus  to  insnre  oar  flitnre  pest^ 
if  not  onr  trnion  and  independence.  Tb^  ob- 
jects are  avowed,  and  emulia  and  enei^  u* 
necessary  to  their  success. 

The  propriety  of  defending  onr  conntiy  «so 
be  denied  by  none.  This  proposition  i>  dear. 
Even  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  tlis 
House  (as  it  is  fashionable  to  speak)  do  not  qt- 
pose  it.  Tor  myself  I  do  not  hesitate  to  a«j,  it 
itjelf  on  my  feelings  with  irrraistibl* 
When  I  take  into  consideration  thea- 
poeed  situation  of  the  people  whom  it  i>  mT 
pride  and  honor  to  represent,  when  I  view  tbem 
surrounded  by  nnmerona  and  warlike  tribes  rf 
Indians,  skirted  by  strongholds  in  the  posMs- 
slon  of  a  nation  devoted  to  our  foe,  ocHilwiuf 
the  bosom  of  their  conntry  a  class  of  beinp 
always  on  the  watch  to  overwhelm  tbm  i> 
ruin,  I  lose  Nght  of  other  cousideratioas,  ud 
am  compelled  to  urge,  as  I  do  most  earniesil^ 
that  no  obstacles  may  be  thrown  in  the  viy  <* 
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nr  oomplete  proteotlon.  I  have  lived  for  some 
'Cars  ia  the  coDntry  to  which  I  hsT«  called 
'onr  atiention.  1  have  Dot  been  altogether  ai 
oAttaDtive  observer,  nor  tDdiffer«ut  to  its  in- 
er«3tH.  The  neglected  state  of  the  militU  no. 
.er  the  territorial  goverament,  ita  present  anor- 
ADized  and  Qnairaed  state,  have  not  escaped 
nj  notice.  But  we  niQat  "  blame  Lfae  onlture, 
lot  the  Bofl,"  The  inluibltants  are  brave,  ex- 
lert  ID  the  management  of  the  horee  and  in  the 
ise  of  arms.  The  materialsare  good.  It  Is  an- 
lecessarj  to  dwell  on  the»e,  or  to  men^on  other 
ilrcDmstanoea  of  ao  lotemal  natare.  Saffl 
o  be  observed,  onr  situation  is  insecnre.  I  have 
tAted,  rir,  that  we  are  sorronnded  by  numer 
nd  warlike  tribes  of  Indians.  I  will  not 
onnt  their  nnmbera,  nor  blazon  their  powers 
>f  AcAag  mischief.  Those  &cta  are  too  notori- 
>aa  to  require  repetition.  I  have  stated  that 
trongholds  in  onr  immediate  neighborhood 
D  the  possessioD  of  a  people  devoted  to  < 
inemy.  The  Bpaniards  on  onr  eastern  frontier 
ire  under  their  perfect  control.  They  conwd- 
>red  the  English  as  fighting  for  the  independ- 
inoe  of  Spain,  their  native  conatry,  their  reli- 
■ion,  and  their  King.  In  their  towns  an  eiteQ' 
ire  British  trade  ia  earned  on,  and  from  their 
torts,  where  they  refit,  issae  forth  the  armed 
'easels  of  tliat  nation  to  the  annoyance  of  the 
»mmeroeof  onr  conntry.  The  Indiana  too  are 
ixcited  against  us.  On  my  Journey  from  New 
)rleans  to  thia  place,  passing  tjirough  the  Greek 
tonfederacy,  I  received  certain  information  tbat 
be  Spanish  commandant  at  St.  Marks  had  as- 
larei  them  liiat  their  friends  tlie  British  were 
ixpected  soon  in  considerable  force  at  that 
>lace  and  at  Penaacola,  and  that  they  should  be 
nmisbed  with  arms  and  other  munitions  of 
war  to  he  used  against  the  Americans.  Sir, 
inmanity  to  that  people,  as  well  as  the  irresis^- 
>le  claims  we  have  to  protection,  require  that 
i  force  shonld  be  stationed  on  the  Mobile  and 
iCisNssippi  enfficient  to  prevent  the  effect  of 
British  and  Spanish  machination,  or  to  throw 
lack  on  themselves  the  evils  of  hoetility 

I  DOW  prooeed  to  examine  some  of  the  ob- 
ecUoos  which  have  been  made,  not  to  the  bill, 
)nt  to  the  further  prosecution  of  the  war.  The 
rar  is  denounced  aa  nnconstitutional,  oriiei, 
beeffect  of  EVeaoh  influence,  and  as  intended 
o  place  Jamee  II.  on  the  throne  of  America, 
in  making  the  fint  Direction,  gentlemen  conld 
lot  have  been  serions ;  they  could  not  have  ei- 
>«cted  that  it  would  have  been  deemed  worthy 
it  an  answer.  The  power  to  make  war  belongs 
o  all  nations;  isof  theeasenoeofQovemment; 
tut  the  Constitution  of  the  nnit«d  States  gives 
t  expressly,  in  so  many  words :  "  The  Congress 
ball  have  power  to  declare  war,  to  raise  and 
npport  armies."  Whether  the  war  b^  defen- 
ave  or  offensive,  depends  on  ciraurastanee  and 
icddent,  but  cannot  affect  the  riglit.  If  war  be 
lefenMve  and  oflbnsive,  still  the  whole  is  eqoal 
a  its  parts.  But  to  what  does  this  doctrine 
eadi  Do  gentlemen  believe  it  to  be  traet 
nun  it-beoomea  their  duty  to  move  for  the  tf>- 
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cashier  the  American  officer,  declare  the  attack 
and  capture  luconstitQtional,  and  restore  tb« 
vessel  to  her  former  master.  Then  an  enter- 
prise, giving  rise  to  a  new  era  in  maritime  his- 
tory, and  entwining  round  the  hrows  of  the 
United  States  a  wreath  of  imperishable  laurel, 
turns  oat  to  be  a  violation  of  that  instrnment 
on  the  sacredneas  of  which  depends  the  UnioD 
and  happiness  of  America.  The  war  is  not  on- 
constitDtional,  nor  can  It,  by  any  possibility,  bo 
so  considered. 

Bnt  it  is  said  that,  as  the  Orders  in  Oonndl 
are  repealed,  the  queation  of  impressment  is  the 
only  one  in  controversy  between  the  United 
Stales  and-Oreat  Britain ;  and,  on  thesut^ect,  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Pkarsos,)  has,  without  difficulty,  settled  prin- 
ciples about  which  Jurists  have  differed  in  opin- 
ion. He  contends  that  individuals  cannot  di- 
veet  themselvw  of  their  allegiance;  that  tho 
right  of  expatriation  does  not  exist ;  that  the 
practice  of  naturalixation  is  wrong.  These 
opinions  are  aa  erroneous  as  they  are  repugnant 
to  every  principle  of  hnman  liberty,  and  owe 
their  origin  to  feudal  times  and  feudal  States; 
times  and  States,  the  prolific  sources  of  the 
vilest  nrinciples  in  politics  and  morals. 
I  believe  that  every  civUiced  nation  under 
le  snn  is  in  the  practice  of  naturalizing  for- 
gnera.  The  omnipotent  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  eseroisee  this  right.  The  rights  of  all 
independent  nations  are  equal.  Wliatever 
Doorse  Great  Britain  pursues  in  relation  to  the 
subjects  or  oitiiens  of  other  countries,  theM 
conntries  are  authorized  to  puraoe  in  relation  to 
the  subjects  of  Great  Britain.  Whatever  her 
admirers  may  say  to  the  contrary,  if  she  does 
not  acknowledge,  she  is  compelled  to  act  in 
conformity  to  this  principle.  Where  is  there  In 
her  history  an  example  of  her  punishing  as  a 
trutor,  a  Briton  naturalized  by  a  foreign  Gov- 
ernment, although  found  in  arms  against  her ) 
If  a  subject  oonld  not  divest  himself  of  his  nat- 
ural allegiance ;  if  once  a  sntgecl  always  a  sub- 
ject, were  true,  bow  is  it  that  Napper  Tandy 
was  SD&red  to  escape  pnnishment  ?  Why  was 
he  not  hanged  as  a  traitor  I  He  was  born  in 
Ireland,  became  a  French  citizen,  served  in  war 
against  his  native  country,  was  taken,  tried,  and 
found  guilty  of  high  treason ;  but  when  a  terri- 
ble retaliation  was  threatened  by  France,  in  the 
event  of  his  execution,  thatnation,  which  never 
yields  to  threats,  iMtored  him  to  \m  theo 
adopted  country. 

But  gentlemsD  are  opposed  to  the  farther 
prosecution  of  the  war.  Do  they  contend  that 
the  eanies  which  rendered  it  necessary  have 
been  removed  t  Have  we  obtained  tlie  ot^ects 
fbr  which  it  was  commenced  t  Is  the  new  and 
before  anbeard-of  system  of  blockade  abandon- 
ed I  A  system  which,  nnder  the  pretence  of 
bung  a  miUtarj  measure,  was  oonverted  into  a 
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oommerdal  Boheme  beaeflcUl  to  the  belliger- 
eats,  and  destniativ«  alone  to  the  rights  of  the 
nenlrale.  Have  oar  citueni  been  restored  to 
their  oountrj  I  Is  anj  dkpodtion  Avidenood  to 
omit  tearing  them  from  their  bomea  and  lami- 
liee  in  ftitnrel  What  will  be  the  oonaeqaeooe 
of  laying  down  onr  anna,  of  shrinking  from  onr 

g-esent  atUtnde!  We  are  at  the  feet  of  Great 
ritaiu :  and  after  having  for  years  attempted 
in.  Tain  to  obtain  jnstioe.  we  are  torecomoM 
frnitleee  negotiation.  Admit  that  we  are 
able  to  enforce  onr  demandi,  to  wpport  oni 
dependeooe,  that  we  eannot  carry  on  war,  that 
the  friends  of  tbe  British  GoTernment  in  thie 
oonntry  (to  nse  tb^  own  «zpM«ion)  will  not 
permit  aa ;  in  sncli  a  ritaatioa,  with  sncb  admie- 
aion,  to  expect  Jostioe  woold  be  follj  in  the  ex- 
treme. England  wonld  return  to  her  habitoal 
■poliationa,  wonld  re-e«tabliah  that  state  pre- 
dsdy  the  most  tienefieial  to  herself;  tbe  moat 
iitjaHons  to  ns:  inflnitelj  better  to  her  than 
peace  on  fair  terms,  for  then  the  opportanity 
would  be  lost  of  fbeding  and  enriching  ber  navy 
at  onr  expense ;  better  than  war,  aa  the  nnmer- 
ona  prizes  brooght  into  ber  porta  of  late  very 
cleariy  prove.  Formerly  tbe  loases  were  exdu- 
idrely  oars.  Tee,  tar,  willingly  would  abe  retnm 
to,  and  forever  continoe,  her  former  career  of 
depredation;  and  tbe  next  ten  years  wonld  add 
another  tbonsand  to  tbe  thousand  American 
vesaeh  already  carried  into  her  ports. 

Too  long  did  we  anSer  disgnuw  and  degrada- 
tion. Peace,  with  all  its  bleemngs,  may  be  ea- 
Joyed  at  too  dear  a  price.  Bat  yet,  while  It 
was  possible  to  preserve  it,  we  dint  onr  eyes 
against  the  most  flagrant  iinnriea ;  we  affected 
not  to  hear  the  loudest  ininlte.  Peace  was  con- 
genial to  onr  habits,  fikvorable  to  the  prindplea 
of  onr  Government  It  waa  not  to  be  appre- 
hended it  would  be,  nor  cannot  be  now  believed 
that  it  was  wantonly  abandoned.  Whilst  tran- 
quillity prevailed  it  was  wise  to  dwell  on  its  ad- 
vantages. Now,  that  in  spite  of  all  onr  efforts 
we  are  at  war,  it  is  well  to  inqoire  whether  dr- 
oumstancee  may  not  grow  ont  of  it  &Torab)e  to 
onr  future  h^tpinees  and  prosperity. 

The  British  poseeeiioDa  In  America  present 
themaelTu  to  onr  view  and  invite  a  c<mi^nesL 
I  am  struck  with  the  eontrarietj  of  opinion 
which  preraila  among  gentlemen.  Some  <^ 
them  speak  of  the  conntry  as  barren,  the  cli- 
mate as  inclement,  the  inhabitants  thereby  scat- 
tered over  the  face  of  the  territory.  If  this  be 
troe,  it  will  not  be  considered  as  worth  defend- 
ing, and  aa  by  its  Joes  Britain  loses  nothing,  the 
sympathy  which  she  seema  to  have  excited,  and 
die  doleful  jeremiads  to  which  her  anticipated 
disasters  have  given  rise,  are  as  Dnneceraary  as 
they  are  misplaced.  But  otherasay,  no  doubt 
from  its  importance  to  jta  Enropean  sovereign 
it  will  lie  defended  to  tbe  last  extremity;  that 
the  United  Btatea  cannot  take  it ;  that  the  army 
we  propose  to  send  into  the  field  will  prove  in- 
sntBoient  When  gentlemen  differ  so  widely, 
no  aatisfaotory  conclnsion  can  be  drawn  from 
th«r  opinions.    Sir,  Canada  will  be  defended, 
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and  it  is  from  a  belief  of  that  (set,  snd  frtn  a 
knowledge  of  the  force  which  Gttat  Brittin 
may  bring  into  the  field,  that  the  troofe  vov 
demanded  become  neceseary.  We  have  beard 
an  estimate  of  that  force  too  often  to  be  igus 
repeated.  It  has  lost  nothing  of  its  mi^tedt 
and  importance.  Its  valor  has  rtoeivcd  d« 
highest  prwae,  and  we  are  trinn^haoilj  kM 
if  we  expect  to  intimidate  Great  Britain. 

Sir,  none  but  cowards  calcnlote  on  tbe  cof- 
ardioe  of  their  foe.  We  do  not  expect  to  intiB- 
idate  her.  We  expect  to  meet  her  armia  ii 
the  Geld  and  to  vanquish  them.  The  powtr  «f 
Britun  must  be  extinguished  in.  America.  9ie 
tnnat  no  longer  be  permitted  to  comipt  de 
principles  and  to  disturb  the  peace  andtna- 
qaillity  ofonrcitiians.  Our  frontier  inhabilufe 
must  not  be  kept  in  dread  and  danger  bi>nt  b« 
Indian  allies.  And  never  shall  we  be  aeat 
among  onreelvea,  and  exempt  from  tbe  mii- 
ohtevons  intrignee  of  Enrupeana,  nntil  Eoropea 
power  is  expelled  across  the  Atlantic  Tlit 
gentleman  from  !UasMchneetta  aays,  that  Cu- 
ada  entered  into  the  Fcheme  of  tbe  wir.  It 
oert^nlydoee  now  enter  into  the  echeme  cf  ll» 
war.  Sir,  no  citizen  of  the  United  Statcsimld 
have  given  his  consent  to  an  unprovoked  tXoA 
on  that  country  merelv  for  tlie  purpose  of  fa- 
ting poseeeeioa  of  it  %ntl  do,  for  one,  rgcHC* 
that,  under  present  cireomataiicM,  we  tbos  htn 
an  opportunity  afforded  ns,  not  only  to  tuake 
onr  enemy  feel  our  power,  but  to  drire  hn 
fi«m  this  continent,  and  to  remove  one  of  tlie 
most  f^nent  cauree  of  war  among  natiout- 
neigfabornood  and  contiguity.  Die  evilt  d 
peace,  on  the  terms  of  gentlemen  in  cppostiiB, 
cannot  be  borne.  Let  us  then,  with  nniuM^ 
persevere  in  the  contest  in  which  we  sre  at 
gaged,  nntil  it  can  be  terminated  on  priodpln 
oompatible  with  the  rights  and  honor  of  11k 

The  committee  now  rose,  reported  propi^ 
uid  obtained  leave  to  at  again. 

TcBSOiT,  Jannar;  IS. 
Addttwiuii  Military  Form. 
The  House  agun  resolved  itaelf  into  C«a- 
mittee  of  tbe  Wholes  on  the  bill  to  raise  is  id- 
ditional  army  of  twenty  thousand  men,  fbr  nt 
year. 
Ur.  Ehott  addressed  the  Chair  as  foUon  '■ 
Mr.  Chairman ;  1  mean  no  common-place  re- 
...ark,  when  I  declare  to  you,  that  I  addregsfN 
on  the  suljjects  which  have  been  brooght  inti 
this  debate,  and  as  I  think  properly  eu  tiio^K 
with  great  reluctance.    My  general  deportniwi 
I  have  been  honored  with  a  seal  on  tliii 
floor,  is  sufficient  evidence  to  jon  and  the  com- 
mittee that  I  feel  an  tinwillingne«s  to  minded 
the  war  of  words  which   is  carried  on  wrti 


„„„„  Jed  for  puch  a  length  of  time,  and  in  part 
has  been  conducted  with  so  much  asperity,  iliw 
the  minds  <^  all  have  become  btigoed,  mibi 
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purions  of  mxDj  ioflBmed.  I  know,  and  I  dniy 
^^reciste  the  diffionlties  which,  nDder  eocb 
droatnatsiioea,  aurroiind  and  face  the  speaker. 
Bnt,  eir,  there  are  coosideratioDS  of  public  doty, 
and  individoa]  propriet]',  which  urge,  naj,  de- 
Butnd  of  nie,  to  ask  jonr  patience,  and  the  ia- 
dolgenoa  of  the  House,  while  1  preaent  to  yon 
a&id  to  them  mj  view  of  tba  great  anl^eota  in- 
ToJvad  in  thia  discmaioii. 

Mr.  Ohairman,  I  am  aware  that,  in  the  dis- 
cnsMon  I  am  about  commeaciiig,  I  shall  render 
myself  obDoxions  to  the  wit  of  gentlemeii  who 
tbmk  that,  to  bring  into  view  other  topics  than 
thoBa  which  arise  out  of  the  details  of  the  bill 
BOW  OQ  jour  table,  is  to  go  bejond  the  range  of 
legitimate  debate.  The  bill  coDtemplatea  the 
ranng  an  additional  militarj  force  of  twentj 
thooaand  men ;  fhna  increasing  the  ^litary  E»- 
tabliohment,  or  the  standiDg  armj  of  the  oonn- 
ti7,  to  upwards  of  fifty-STe  tnonaand  men. 
No<w,  mr,  with  the  details  of  this  bill  I  have 
nothing  to  do.  Naf,  I  will  confess  Co  yon  that 
I  like  the  bill  as  it  stands,  providing  for  eulist- 
m«ats  for  one  year  only,  better  than  I  shonld 
were  it  amended,  as  has  been  proposed,  b/ 
prolonging  the  terms,  precisely  for  toe  reason 
that  the  force  will  be  lees  efficient  and  daoger- 
ons,  and  more  ooder  legislative  control.  1  med- 
dle not  with  the  fitness  of  the  instmment. 
That  ia  the  boainem  of  other  men ;  bnt,  being 
opposed  to  the  contJnoaDoe  of  the  war  offen- 
nvelf,  aa  I  was  to  its  oommenoement,  I  cannot 
oooaent  t«  grant  anj  ftirther  force  to  oarrj  it 
on.  The  only  chetft,  or  control,  which  the 
L^lislatare  can  constitntdonallj  have  over  a 
war  after  it  ia  begnn,  is  in  withholding  the 
means ;  and,  in  voting  the  means,  either  in  men 
or  money,  every  member  of  the  Legislature 
onght  to  tie  satisfied  of  the  neceasity  <^  prose- 
eating  the  war. 

Acoordlng  to  my  beatjodgment,  sir,  this  war 
was  improperly  commenced,  and  it  ia  nnneoea- 
■ttrily  continued ;  and  I  shall  now  proceed  to 
explain  the  gronnds  of  that  judgment  by  an  ex- 
amination of  the  causes  of  die  war,  as  they  ei- 
iated  at  its  commencement,  and  ae  they  now  re- 
main. As  this  is  the  first  time  the  eubjeot  has 
been  broaght  into  debate,  and,  indeed,  the 
•arliest  opportunity  which  has  been  allowed,  of 
an  open  oisonsdou,  I  am  snre  I  shall  be  pardoned 
for  going  into  detail,  if  I  even  should  be  tedi- 
ooa,  as  I  know  I  ah^  be  oninteresting.  It  ia  a 
rigbt  which  I  think  I  may  claim,  to  state  die- 
tinotly  my  reasons  and  motives  for  the  votes 
wMch  I  nave  given,  and  may  give,  in  relation 
to  the  war,  after  what  has  been  aaid  in  this 
Eonae,  and  out  of  it,  about  the  t^podtion  to  the 
Tiews  of  the  Administration. 

In  making  tJiis  exuninatico,  I  shall  pass  in 
review,  in  as  tu^ef  a  manner  as  poarible,  the 
three  great  sutfjeota  of  complaint  against  Oreat 
Britdn;  her  orders  of  blockade,  her  Orders  in 
Conncil,  and  her  practice  of  impressment.  Bnt 
fbr  one  or  all  of  these,  the  war  certainly  would 
not  have  been  declared ;  andlmayassumethat, 
for  bat  one  or  all  of  titeee,  the  war  ought  not 


to  be  continued.  I  cannot,  indeed,  but  recol- 
lect, that  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  has 
mentioned  the  conquest  of  Canada,  and  of  the 
Floridaa,  as  caoaes  for  the  conCinnance  of  the 
war.  As  respects  the  Oanadaa,  I  have  here- 
tofore understood  that  their  rednction  might 
be  a  bonsequence  of  the  war,  bnt  never  notil 
now  did  I  know  that  it  was  to  be  shifted  into 
a  cause  for  carrying  it  on.  And,  in  re^rd  to 
the  Floridaa,  I  will  not  consent  that  their  con- 
quest should,  in  the  existing  rebtiona  of  this 
country,  be  either  a  cause  or  consequence  of 
war.  I  will  confoas  to  you,  that  an  invasion 
of  the  colonies  of  Spain  at  this  time,  under  the 
stale  eicQsea  of  con vepience  or  necessity,  strikes 
me  with  abhorrouce.  It  ia  ,not  only  against 
the  genius  of  our  GovernmentL  and,  aa  I  hop^ 
the  character  of  our  people,  bnt,  if  persisted 
in,  will  be  a  foul  blot  in  our  national  hiatery. 

[Hare  the  speaker  entcnd  into  an  elabomte  doco- 
mentaiy  invutigatiaa  In  ihov  that  the  Decaaa  of 
Blookade,  and  tb«  Orders  in  Council,  were  not  ade- 
qnate  caoMS  for  war  at  the  lims  it  wu  declared — and 
that  both  those  canwa  had  amoa  cMSsd  Id  eziit,  the 
Orders  in  Ckmndl  having  bean  reroksd,  and  the 
fictitioai,  at  paper  blocksden,  diaoontinnsd.] 

Impreesment  of  Seamen.— 'The  injury  done  to 
our  seamen  under  the  Brittafa  practice  of  im- 
presament,  was  also  made  a  cause  of  the  war, 
and  to  the  eye,  at  least,  it  is  the  only  one  which 
now  remains. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  diaoossion  of  this  sulfjeot 
is  attended  with  adventitious  difficulties,  grow- 
ing  out  of  the  times  and  the  state  of  the  conn- 
try.  The  public  mind,  in  some  sections  of  the 
Union,  is  in  such  a  feveriab  state  on  this  ac- 
count, fhim  tales  oft  told  of  bondage  worsflk 
than  negro  slaverf,  and  of  condemnation  with-* 
out  triiU,  that  the  person  who  is  willing  to 
"hear  the  other  party,"  is  at  once  branded 
with  foreign  partialitiee,  and  threatened  with 
the  trial  by  mob.  Besides,  air,  it  is  intimated 
that  a  negotiation  ia  to  be  hac^  or  may  posd- 
bly  be  attempted,  which  may  be  affected  by 
an  open  discnasion  of  the  topia  In  point  of 
dut^,  I  feel  myself  called  upon  to  take  some 
notice  of  the  satjeot,  bnt  my  view  of  it  will 
be  leas  perfect  than  in  a  different  situation  I 
shonld  think  deurable. 

The  Preeident,  in  the  war  Message,  thus  in- 
trodnoea  the  subject:  "British  omisers  have 
been  in  the  continned  practice  of  violating  the 
American  Sag  on  the  great  highway  of  oaoons, 
and  of  seizing  and  carrying  Off  persons  suling 
under  it;  not  in  the  exerdaeof  a  belligerent 
igbt,  founded  on  the  law  of  nations  againat  an 
enemy,  but  of  a  municipal  prerogative  over 
British  snlfjeots."  As  this  does  not  present  the 
case  in  its  trae  light,  I  shall,  for  the  purpose  of 
fairly  bringing  to  view  the  conflicting  claims  of 
the  two  nations,  nve  you  an  extract  from  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Madison  to  Mr.  Monroe,  of  the  £th 
of  Janoary,  1601,  oont^ning  instructions  for  a 
treaty  with  Qreat  Brlttua :    "  With  thia  exoep- 
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tion,  (persons  In  the  military  serrloe  of  an  .  . 
mj)  we  considBr  a  nentra]  flag  on  tlie  high  seas, 
as  a  Bafegnard  to  those  sailing  nnder  it.  Great 
Brit^D,  on  the  contrary,  aMerts  aririittosearch 
for  and  seize  her  own  satjeets ;  and  under  that 
oover,  as  cannot  bnt  happen,  are  often  aeiaed 
and  taken  off,  citisens  of  the  United  States,  and 
cttizena  or  aattjecta  of  other  neutral  ooantries, 
navigating  tlie  high  seas,  under  the  jHVtectit 
of  the  American  flag." 

The  claim,  then,  on  tbe  part  of  the  British  la, 
that  in  time  of  war  thej  have  a  r^t  to  eat< 
neutral  merchant  reaeds  on  the  hlsh  seas,  t 
search  for  and  seize  their  sabjecta,  being  set 
men.  On  onr  part  it  is,  that  on  the  high  set 
the  flag  shall  cover  and  protect  all  sailing  under 
it,  whether  British  aubjecta  or  American  oiti- 
sens.  These  are  distinctly  the  claims  of  right 
on  the  part  of  the  two  natims,  and  I  shall  so 
consider  them,  without  regard  to  praolictt  apart 
from  righL 

Oa%  or  two  remarliL  sir,  before  I  enter  npon 
the  antjiect.  The  flrst  is,  that  I  do  not  mean  to 
moot  the  point,  relative  to  the  righta  of  our 
naturalized  citizens,  or  the  extent  of  our  dntiee 
towards  them.  But  this  I  will  say,  that  I  am 
willing  to  give  them  all  the  protection  which 
the  sitaalion  of  the  country  and  its  trne  inter- 
esta  willJoBtify.  I  know  that  the  nnmly  pas- 
sions and  the  meddling  disporitions  of  some 
foreigners,  have  ruaed  prgndioea  in  the  minds 
of  many  pereons  against  aU  foreigners.  Bnt  I 
know,  also,  and  I  speak  witbont  reference  to 
political  opioioos  or  prejudices,  that  among  our 
naturalized  citizens  are  to  be  found  men,  and 
many  men,  too,  of  great  worth  and  respectabili- 
ty, and  who  are  extensively  nsefol  to  the  conn- 
try.  These  men  have  my  good  will,  and  it  ia 
eerteinlj  my  wish,  that  they  should  be  foetered 
and  protected,  as  (or  as  it  can  be  done,  without 
putting  at  hazard  the  great  interests  and  the 
permanent  welfare  of  the  country.  Bat,  sir, 
to  this  clnsa  of  our  citisena,  the  claim  that  they 
are  to  be  protected  ou  the  high  seas  by  onr 
flag;  is  really  of  little  importance.  Onr  claim 
never  waa,  and  I  aro  snre  never  vrill  be,  that 
they  are  to  be  protected,  if  ihey  put  themselves 
within  the  power  of  their  former  Sovereign, 
by  going  to  his  ports,  or  placing  themselves  on 
big  territories.  And  yet  such  is  the  state  of 
the  commerce  of  the  world,  that  it  can  scarce- 
ly happen  in  a  mercantile  voyage,  in  this  or  the 
other  hemisphere,  that  the  vessel  will  not  at 
some  time  be  in  a  British  port,  and  the  crew 
on  British  ground ;  onr  right  of  flag  will  not 
then  save  oar  adopted  citizens  from  imprese- 
meot.  For  the  dight  benefit,  therefore,  to  onr 
naturalized  citizeua,  which  can  arise  under  our 
cl^m,  if  eetablished,  I  am  snre  the  well-mean- 
ing and  rensooable  part  of  them  will  not  ask 
the  conntry  to  continue  the  war  on  their  ao- 
oount 

Another  retnaric  which  I  wish  to  make  ia,  that 
I  am  most  decidedly  the  friend,  nay,  rir,  if  yon 
pleaae,  the  partisan,  of  the  seamen  oT  the  conn- 
try.    I  have  no  doobt  diat  this  nation  ia  deadn- 


ed  to  be  a  great  maritime  power;  and  that  is 
times   not  very  tar  distant,  we  are  to  owt  our 

Eroaperity,  as  a  commercial  pet^le,  and  p«aa- 
ly,  under  Providence,  onr  security,  to  «w 
seamen.  I  am  therefore  a  friend  to  "tanaii 
Tighta,"  property  nnderstood  and  fiutly  votan- 
•d;  bat  this  shall  not  blind  tne  to  the  rigliti  of 
others.  Besides,  in  a  war  to  be  carried  oa  ht 
seamen  alone,  and  that,  too,  on  the  alatnct 
aiMBtioll  of  the  right  of  flag,  I  can  see  gntf 
danger  to  the  seamen  in  their  jost  cUhh  Is 
prot«ctian;  and,  1  most  beg  their  ftiendi,iii 
and  ont  of  this  Honae,  to  reflect  belbre  tb? 
act  As  surely  as  the  war  is  ooutinBcd  aa  thii 
gronod  alone,  so  surely  wHl  teamen  beeiMS 
nnpopalar,  and  their  rights  be  nt^leeted.  Wta 
the  evila  of  the  war  press  npoo  tb«  conDttr, 
and  press  they  will ;  when  the  many  lives  mat- 
flced,  and  the  conntlesa  milUona  expanded,  rial 
be  brought  to  view,  it  it  not  to  be  apprdittM 
that  seamen  and  tiieir  cWm  will  be  remenbs- 
ed,  only  aa  the  cause  of  the  scenes  of  eipnt 
and  blood  through  which  we  ore  to  pass  I  li 
is  not  dealing  fiurly  with  onr  aeom^  to  nab 
them  the  aoape-goata  of  this  war. 

The  British  then  dum  the  right,  in  timsrf 
war,  to  take  their  seamen  out  of  neutral  wtr 
chant  vessels  on  the  high  seas. 

A  (Au  eiain  a  rumtl  arte  f  That  the  clna 
is  novel,  is  oertdnly  intimated  by  the  CcoiiDit- 
tee  of  Foreign  Eelationa,  when  Qiey  aay  that 
the  impressment  of  which  we  complain,  is  'i 
prBctico  which  has  been  unoeasii^ly  muDttb- 
ed  by  Great  Britain  in  the  wars  to  wbidi  da 
has  been  a  party  ainoe  onr  Kevolution.''  It- 
deed,  it  baa  been  most  roundly  aararted,  tod  bj 
many  it  is  believed,  that  the  British  dins  >■ 
made  for  the  flrat  time  after  ourwar;  thtl  it 
originated  in  views  hostile  to  onr  connnens 
and  maritime  rights  ;  and  that  in  prscliesilii 
only  bron^t  to  bear  npon  ut.  In  troth,  ho'- 
evtT,  whatever  may  be  the  justice  of  the  dua, 
it  is  not  a  reoent  one.  It  has,  in  a  gretltf  ■ 
lees  degree,  been  practised  on  in  all  the  wins 
which  England  has  be«a  engaged  fi^thatm 
last  centariea. 

The  iDHtructions  to  armed  shipa  are  not  ft*- 
qnenUy  made  public;  bot  it  so  h^pen^tt* 
we  have  In  print  an  instruction  on  thii  vbT 

Kint,  given  in  1648,  by  the  Earl  of  Northnm- 
rlan^  lord  High  Admiral  of  England,  to  Sr 
John  Pennington,  which  goes  beyond  the  je* 
ent  dum  :  '*As  yon  meet  wiUi  any  men  rf 
war,  merchants,  or  other  ships,  bdonging  to  itj 
tbrelgn  Prince  or  State  in  any  road  where  ««. 
any  of  His  H^esty's  fleet,  may  [iu>p«  f 
me,  yon  are  to  send  to  see  whether  umi*  t* 
any  of  His  Hejesty's  sntjecta  on  board;  tad  if 
any  seamen,  gonners,  }Jlots,or  mariiw!s  {wh^'iK 
EnglUh,  Scotch,  or  Insh,)  be  fbond  on  boui 
yon  are  to  canse  snch  of  his  H^estj'i  nljtM 
to  be  taken  forth,  and  so  disposed  dI  n  i^ 
^all  be  forthcoming,  to  answer  their  c""^!* 
of  Ela  Idgeaty's  prodamatioa  in  that  Uni 
Theae  instraotjons  were  modified  in  the  ruga  <* 
Obarlea  the  Swxmd,  ao  as  to  ezdode  FR» 
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•rmed  vesels,  and  with  Qiia  modiflOAtioo  tlie]r 
have  come  down  to  tbo  present  times.  If  it 
were  at  all  necessary  to  the  porposea  of  my  ar- 
gument, I  miKbt  show  that  this  right  has  been 
exerdsed  both  towards  France  and  Holland, 
long  before  we  had  existence  as  a  nation. 
Their  vesiels  have  been  searcbed,  and  British 
seamen  taken  from  them.  Bnt  enoogh  has 
been  Mid  to  prove  that  the  claim,  if  npJiiBt,  ia 
not  novel. 

J*  the  claim  pteutii^  to  t&e  SriHAf  I  am 
jnstifled  in  saTiDs  that  this  ol^n,  in  time  of  war, 
to  search  for  and  seize  seamen  in  nentral  mec^ 
chant  vessels,  on  the  high  seas,  has  been  made 
and  eiercised  hj  everf  maritime  nation  in 
Europe.  To  be  uore  partionlar — I  assert,  and 
Btana  ready  to  prove,  that  It  has  been  made  and 
enforced  bj  France  as  well  as  England,  and  is 
now.  It  wonld  be  a  waste  of  time  to  go  vetj 
mnch  at  large  into  the  French  usages  on  this 
entJeoL  I  propose  to  do  little  more  than  to 
refer  to  one  or  two  French  ordinances,  and 
then  show  from  oor  Slate  papers  their  proctj- 
ckI  application  to  ns. 

By  the  French  laws,  and  they  are  ancient 
laws,  the  seamen  of  the  conntry  are  all  classed, 
and  enrolled,  and  licensed.  In  1TB4,  an  edict 
was  made  which  is  still  in  force,  declaring,  that 
any  classed  seaman,  who  shall,  in  time  of  peace, 
be  fomid  serving  in  foreign  ships,  shall  be  sen- 
tenced to  fifteen  days'  confinement,  and  rednced 
to  the  lowest  wages,  and  serve  two  years  extra- 
ordinary at  the  lowest  rate  ;  but  those  whOj  in 
time  of  war,  shall  be  arreetad  in  foreign  ships, 
or  passing  into  foreign  conntries,  shall  be  sen- 
tenced to  three  years'  service  in  the  galleys, 
tinder  the  authority  of  this,  and  similar  ordi- 
nances, the  French  have  taken  their  seamen  ont 
of  onr  vessels,  and  in  some  instances 
men  with  them. 

Mr.  Ohairman,  the  Sntt  proof  relative  to  the 
committee,  is  the  impressment  doooment  of 
January  last,  known  to  the  American  people  as 
the  6,0B7  doooment  The  Secretory  of  State, 
Ifr.  Monroe,  at  the  close  of  the  introdnotory  re- 
port, says,  "it  is  eqaally  Impossible,  fVom  the 
-want  of  precise  retnrna,  to  make  an  accnrate 
report  of  tbe  namesornoinberof  eifitnu  of  the 
Uaited  SlaUt,  who  havt  been  eompellad  to  enter 
into  IM  PreTiich  leniee,  or  are  hew  in  tf^tinty 
Mnder  tho  authority  of  that  Oovtmntent,  whe- 
ther taken  from  v^isels  captnred  on  the  high 
seas,  or  s^ied  lo  rivers,  ports,  or  harbors ;  the 
names  of  a  few  only,  greatly  below  the  nnmber 
believed  to  be  so  detained,  being  within  the 
knowledge  of  this  Department  A  detail  there- 
fore is  not  attempted,  with  respect  to  this  part 
of  the  call  of  the  Hoose  of  Bepresentatlves." 
Tea,  sir,  it  is  known  to  the  Administration,  that 
■ome  of  oor  citizens  have  been  compeUed  to  en- 
ter into  the  service  of  the  French  Emperor,  whUe 
others  are  held  in  o^dvity  by  him.  Ask,  bow- 
ever,  for  their  names,  and  you  have  for  answer, 
that  all  the  persons  detuned  are  not  known 
to  the  Government,  and  therefore  it  cannot  he 
material  that  yon  should  have  the  names  of 
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any.  Say  to  gentlemen,  here  is  a  cose  ef  Amer- 
ican rights  violated,  and  yon  wilt  be  told,  that 
the  iijnry,  in  practice,  is  not  of  snfficient  impor- 
tance to  justify  strong  measures  against  tbe 
French  Government.  Be  it  so.  Bat  attempt 
to  prove  to  the  same  gentlemen,  that  the  prac- 
tical operation  of  British  blockades  and  Orders 
In  Coundl,  b  not  such  as  to  reqaire  war,  yon 
will  then  hear,  that  it  is  necessary  to  fight 
about  tlie  principle. 

I  have  one  other  paper  to  lay  before  the  com- 
mittee, on  this  Bobject  For  some  years  back, 
the  information  abont  French  impressments  has 
been  general  and  vagae,  or  altogether  withheld. 
Formerly  this  was  otherwise.  In  a  report  re- 
specting the  impressment  of  seamen  in  1797, 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  this  House, 
on  the  87th  of  Febmary,  1798,  we  have  the 
names  of  apwards  of  twenty  American  citizens, 
taken  out  of  American  vessels,  on  the  high  seas, 
by  French  privateers.  We  have  more,  air, 
liiis  same  report  states,  that  two  French  seamen 
named  Lewis  had  been  impressed  from  on  board 
the  American  ship  Bryseis  by  a  French  Com- 
modore's ship ;  that  Francis  Gibbons,  a  native  of 
France,  bnt  married  and  resident  st  New  Lon- 
don in  Oonnectiaut,was  impressd  iVom  the  Amer- 
ican ship  Edward,  at  Bochefort,  by  authority  of 
the  French  Republic,  and  put  on  board  a 
French  ship  of  war :  and  that  Henry  Doughty, 
an  American,  was  Impressed  at  sea  from  the 


cases,  but  these  are  snfficient  to  show,  that 
neitherthe  claim  nor  the  exercise  of  it  is  pecu- 
liar to  the  British. 

If  this  right,  or  claim  of  right,  however,  is 
msde  a  mere  pretext  by  any  naUou  to  seize  and 
det^n  our  seamen,  I  am  willing  to  allow  that 
it  would  be  a  cause  of  war.  But  even  in  this 
case,  war  ongbt  not  to  be  waged  until  we  have 
done  our  duty  to  our  seamen  and  tbe  ofTendicg 
nation,  by  making  suitable  reguladons  to  pre- 
vent the  employment  of  the  seamen  of  such 
natioui  Have  we  done  this,  as  respects  Great 
Briton  t  Perhaps  some  snch  regulation  is  to 
be  found  in  the  law  which  defines  what  vessel 
is  an  American  vessel,  and  which,  as  such,  is 
entitled  to  hoist  oar  flag.  Look  at  it,  sir.  Ac- 
cording to  the  act  of  December,  1792,  an  Amer- 
ican ship  is  one  wholly  owned  by  an  American 
citizen,  and  oommonded  by  a  person  also  a 
citixen.  The  crew  may  be  all  foreigners — all 
Englishmen,  if  yon  please — all  English  deeertera. 
In  this,  therefore,  we  find  no  security  to  the 
Bridsh  Oovemment 

But,  we  have  also  the  law  of  Kay,  17*00, 
which  provides,  that  the  collectors  may  register 
seamen  ooUing  themselves  American,  and  grant 
certificates  of  citizenship.  Ont  of  this  law,  it- 
is  presumed,  has  grown  the  practice  of  granting 
protections,  as  they  are  called— papers  procured 
irom  notaries  and  magistrates,  oittimes  on  the 
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are  a  scandal  to  tbe  nation.  It  has  made  &lse 
awearlng  an  emplojmeiit,  and  the  granting  of 
fHiBO  papers  a  bnsioees.  The  price  of  mich  a 
pap«r  ia  aa  well  kooim  in  the  great  waport 
towna  as  ia  that  of  jonr  stocks.  All  ues  and 
complezjona  and  tongnes  ma;  have  thli  badigo  of 
dtjienahip,  bj  paying  the  chai'ges  in  such  caaea 
provided.  If  this,  howeTer,  »aa  not  ao;  if 
protectiona  were  only  granted  to  real  Amer- 
icana; it  ia  difQcnlt  to  Bee  hoir  thia  is  to  pre- 
vent tbe  employment  of  British  aailois.  it  ia 
not  neoenary  that  the  persona  navigatiiig  an 
American  veusel  sbonld  have  them. 

This  act  of  oois  waa  presented  to  the  Bridah 
Qovemment  by  Mr.  Kmg,  in  Jannary,  1707) 
and  Lord  GrenriUe,  on  the  27tb  of  Mitf«h  fid- 
lowing,  in  a  manner  highly  conoiUatorj,  and 
oertainly  with  mnch  force,  stated  speciSo  oUeo- 
tiona  to  tbe  law.  Tbe  Eiecotive,  when  in  Jnly 
last  he  answered  the  call  of  the  Smale  for 

Kpera  relative  to  impreasmeats,  omitted  tiiis 
t«r  of  Lord  Grenville,  bnt  he  gives  a  lell«r 
fhnn  the  then  Secretary  of  State,  to  oor  Minister 
at  the  British  Court,  of  tbe  third  of  October, 
1707,  in  which  the  force  of  the  oblecUona 
seematobe  admitted:  "Lord  GreaviUe's  ob- 
aervationa  on  the  act  of  Gongren  fbr  the  relief 
and  protection  of  Ameriosu  seamen,  present 
difficulties  which  demand  consideration  at  the 
enaning  session."  Nothing  was,  however,  done 
at  that  or  any  fiiture  session.  In  tmth,  we 
have  done  nothing  to  prevent  the  employmuit 
of  British  seamen  in  oar  public  or  private  ahipe ; 
and  they  are  to  be  fonnd  in  both.  And  yet, 
with  this  fact  staring  ns  in  tbe  &oe,  we  are 
called  npon  to  say  that  the  war  ia  altogether 
Jnat  on  onr  part  I 

It  will  probably  be  ni^ed  that  the  Britjdi 
practice  nnder  thia  claim,  in.  its  application  to 
ns,  was  anfficient  to  prove  that  the  reclamation 
of  their  seamen  waa  not  so  much  the  object  of 
the  British  Qovemment,  aa  the  seiEore  of  onr 
seafaring  citizens :  that  it  had  become  so  out' 
rageons  as  not  only  to  jnstiiy,  bat  to  require 
war.  Withont,  sir,  meaning  to  ezonse  or  to 
palliate  tbe  taking  even  the  cabin  boy,  if  done 
knowingly  and  wittingly ;  and  being  willing  to 
admit,  that  al>oat  the  period  of  the  attack  on 
tbe  Chesapeake,  we  had  much  and  serions  canse 
to  complain  on  the  anlject,  I  mnst  be  permitted 
to  say  that  I  have  not  evidence  to  satiafy  me, 
that  when  we  declared  war,  the  practice  of  the 
BritJsh  was  snoh  as  to  prove  that  the  claim  on 
their  part  was  a  mere  pretext  to  take  onr 
■ailoTS.  Ia  trath,  I  believe,  if  tbe  Administra- 
tion have  not  deceived  themselves  on  this  sub- 
ject, that  they  have  attempted  a  groas  deception 
on  the  pnbUo. 

The  instractions  given  at  this  day,  by  the 
British  Admiralty  to  a  naval  commander,  on 
this  snttject,  directs  him,  "  when  be  meets  with 
any  foreign  ship  or  vessel,  to  send  a  lieutenant 
to  inquire  whether  there  may  be  on  board  of 
her  any  seamen  who  are  the  subjects  of  His 
Ui^esty ;  and  if  there  be,  to  demand  them,  pro- 
vided it  does  not  distress  the  ship;  he  is  to  de- 


mand their  wages  np  to  the  day ;  but  he  ii  to 
do  this  withont  detaining  the  venel  looser  thsa 
shall  be  neceaaary,  or  offering  any  viijaKe  to, 
or  in  any  wav  ill-treating  Uie  master  or  bk 
crew."  Mr.  Monroe  may  perbq«  recogniKii 
this,  the  inatrnctions  shown  to  him  sAh  liii 
arrangement,  and  of  which  he  dedared  tjm- 
aelf  si^iBfied;  bnt  whether  he  doca  or  not,  it 
mnst  be  conceded  that  it  provides  for  a  nwdo- 
ate  exercise  of  tbe  right.  The  person  who  is 
to  make  the  search  is  an  officer  of  some  stand- 
ing; he  ia  only  to  take  seamen  who  are  BiioA 
snqects,  excluding  thereby,  not  nttfely  o«r 
dtiiena,  hnt  aD  foreigners ;  and  he  is  not  to 
take  even  British  seamen,  U,  by  it,  he  ittsiajt 
the  erew,  or  endangera  the  vessel.  AUowisg 
tb«  right  to  exist,  it  ia  difficult  loore  Uity  to 
rwilate  ita  exercise. 

But  it  may  be  urged  that  the  practice  (^  titt 
British  commanders  does  not  oorreqKiad  with 
theae  instmotiona;  that  they  search  and  mm 
at  lai^e^  acc<H^inK  to  their  will  and  jiemm. 
I  know,  or,  that  the  habits  and  ednation  ct  a 
military  man,  not  nnfreqaently  make  him  set  a 
if  power  and  right  meant  the  same  thii^:  and 
I,  therefore,  have  no  doubt  that  there  have  beat 
abases.  Bnt  I  do  most  oonsoieutiaaaly  bdiert 
that  theae  abosee  have  been  greatly  mtgniMi 
and  are,  even  hy  the  wdl  meaning,  vastly  ova- 
rated.  I  am  aware  that  I  duSl  be  icAmd  M 
the  impreaonuit  docoment  of  last  senon. 
This  document,  sir,  is  so  illy  understood,  and 
haa  been  the  sonroe  of  so  much  misrqiRsenta- 
tdon,  that  I  must  be  allowed  sligfatl;  to  Tevie* 
it. 

The  SeoretaiT,  in  the  report  says,  that  tht 
list  transmitted  had  been  received  from  our 
agent  at  London,  and  "  contains  the  names  at 
American  seamen  and  citizens  who  have  bra) 
impressed  and  held  b  bondage  in  His  Britsaue 
Majesty's  ships  of  war,  for  the  several  goartcn 
of  1809  and  ISIO."  The  list  is  headed,  "  A  r»- 
tnm  or  list  of  American  seamen  and  citimn 
who  have  been  impressed  and  held  on  board  of 
His  Britannic  M^esty''s  ships  of  war,  from  1* 
of  AihtI  to  the  SOth  of  June,  inclnsivelj,''  tni 
so  of  the  other  quartars.  Now  the  plain  raeao- 
ing  of  this  is.  If  any  meaning  it  has,  that  tha 
persons  whose  names  were  thus  sent  to  ns  *«* 
impreased  and  made  to  serve  on  board  Btitisfc 
armed  ships,  at  some  period  in  the  years  IStS 
and  1810.  Indeed,  tMs  has  beea  ao  stated  ia 
this  Honse,  and  in  the  Administration  prisla 
And  yet  the  most  snperScial  examinatioD  inu 
show  that  this  ia  not  true.  Let  me  read  U)  jm 
one  or  two  names :  "4868.  David  Wilev."  In 
the  column  of  the  "  result  of  applicationi  mi 
remarks,"  we  have  thia  explanation  of  hi^  caHj 
"  Impressed  on  shore  at  New  Brunswick,  »nd 
taken  ea  board  the  Plumper,  was  dctsiixd 
two  days,  when  the  commander  put  him  »■ 
board  a  vessel  bound  to  Aberdeen,  &om  th«M 
worked  hia  passage  to  London,  and  qwand  rt 
this  office  8Bth  Angnst,  1806 ;  is  evidently  §■ 
American.  Discharged."  Here,  then,  we  i>*^ 
a  man  who  was  not  on  board  a  British  ehqi  n 


,.  Google 


JlBVXlCT,    1813.] 

1809,  and  whose  "  bondage"  did  not  probably 
continue  more  than  two  days. 

Again,  "4986.  Richard  Butler,  fepresenting 
himself  of  Peterabni^,  Pennsylvanift.  Impress- 
ed 1797  Bt  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  From  the 
Mercury  of  Baltimore,  and  detained  on  board 
the  Garland."  Remark:  "Remained  onboard 
the  Garland  two  months,  then  draughted  to  the 
Tromcndooi  in  which  ho  Berrod  two  and  a  half 
years,  was  then  disabarged ;  has  never  received 
hia  wages  or  prize-money ;  says  he  was  well 
used  on  ho^d  both  ships.  Was  discharged  as 
an  American  citizen  at  the  Oape  of  Good  Hope ; 
hi9  pay  and  prize-money  liata  Arere  given  to  the 
consul  at  the  Cope.  Discharged."  This  man, 
therefore,  ac<»raing  to  the  statement  of  our 
Consnl,  BO  far  from  having  been  impressed  and 
held  on  board  a  British  ship  in  1809,  had  been 
impressed  in  1797,  and  discharged  in  1709.  I 
might,  sir,  give  yon  many  other  oases  eqnaUy 
etroDg,  bat  these  are  anmcient  to  prove  that, 
by  design  or  mistake,  the  document  ia  wrongly 
beaded ;  that  the  persona  named  in  the  list 
were  not  all  on  boori  British  ships  in  1809  and 
1810;  and,  therefore,  that,  in  its  general  results, 
it  docs  not  show  the  state  of  the  British  practice 
in  those  years. 

In  trnUi,  the  list  is  nothing  more  than  the 
retnm  of  the  nomea  of  persons  who,  within  the 
year,  had  ajpplied  to  Mr.  Lymao,  our  Consul 
and  agent  tor  eeameo,  tor  protections  againat 
future,  or  for  hia  aid  in  getting  released  from 
present  impressment.  It  was  hia  duty,  as  I  do 
not  doubt  it  woa  made  bis  interest,  to  receive 
all  applications,  and  when  neoesaory,  to  lay 
them  before  the  proper  British  anthority.  Jew 
and  Greek,  Turk  and  Christian,  the  growth  of 
onr  own  soil,  and  the  produce  of  other  coun- 
tries, all  tlu-ew  tbemsetvea  upon  Kr.  Lyman, 
and  be,  laboring  in  his  vocation,  granted  patents 
of  citizenahip,  or  made  hia  claim  on  the  British 
Admiralty.  Sir,  there  is  not  a  man  who,  in 
practice  or  by  mquiry,  has  made  himself  ac- 
counted with  the  manner  in  which  this  busi- 
ness is  transacted,  but  knows  that  manv  foreign- 
en  who  never  saw  thLi  country,  or  sailed  under 
its  flag,  have  attempted,  by  application  to  onr 
ftgenCs  abroad,  to  ahield  themselves  against 
British  irapreaament.  The  Secretary  of  State, 
Ifr.  Uonroe,  needs  no  information  on  this  sub- 
ject, having  himself  resided  in  London  as  our 
Minister.  It  was  the  dutv  of  onr  agent  to  send 
home  some  accoont  of  his  proceedings,  and  I 
have  DO  objection  to  his  mAiog  soch  a  list  as 
we  have  before  na.  But  I  do  otjeot  to  its  hdng 
palmed  on  the  American  nation  aaa  true  history 
of  British  impressments  affecting  our  people 
and  nation.  1  pray  you  look  at  this  hat.  In 
the  year  commencing  in  April,  1809,  and  end- 
ing in  March,  I8l0,  we  have  aboot  nine  hun- 
dred and  fortv  names;  and  of  these,  about 
seven  hnndrea  are  given  with  blanks  in  the 
columns  for  the  "towoa  and  Slates  of  whioh 
they  represent  themselves  to  be  citizens"- 
"  when  impressed" — "  where  impressed"- 
"  ships  iVom  whence  taken" — "  nationa"- 
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masters,"  The  time  and  the  result  of  the  ap- 
plication are  only  given.  And  from  these  en- 
tries in  Mr.  Lyman's  book  yon  are  called  upon 
to  admit  that  the  applicant  waa  an  American, 
and  that  he  waa  irapresaed  in  the  year  1809  by 
the  Britiab,  on  the  high  seas,  out  of  an  American 
vessel.    Really,  this  is  asking  too  much. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  examined  tlie  list  from 
April,  1809,  to  April,  1810,  with  great  atten- 
n,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  nnrober 
impressments  which  took  place  in  that  year, 
and  I  will  now  moke  to  yon  one  or  two  state- 
ments, which  may  cast  some  light  on  the  aub- 
ject  of  the  British  practice.  The  number 
which,  by  the  list,  appears  to  have  been  im- 
pressed in  that  year,  la  one  hnndred.  It  will 
be  understood  that  in  this  number  I  do  not  in- 
I  those  whose  names  ore  carried  out  in 
t,  as  has  been  stated.  It  is  unoertiuD 
whether  such  persons  ever  were  impressed ; 
end,  at  all  events,  it  is  f(ur  to  presmoe,  that 
their  service  on  board  British  ships  had  com- 
menced before  1809,  or  otherwise  there  could 
o  difficulty  in  givini^' dates.  Of  the  one 
hundred,  seventy-aii  were  discharged,  nnd  six 
had  deserted,  leaving  less  than  twenty  to  be 
accounted  for. 

Another  result :  Of  the  persons  thus  taken, 
fifty-seven  were  impressed  on  shore,  and  for^- 
threeatsea.    Again:  Thirty  of  these  seamen, 
when  impressed,   made  part  of   the  crewa  of 
British  veasela,  and  thirty-fonr  American  ves- 
;  and  of  the  thirty-four,  twelve  were  token 
land;    leaving  about  twenty-two  persona 
taken  from  Americon  vessels  on  the  high  seas, 
is  possible,  sir,  that  in  these  statements  I  may 
it  be  perfectly  accurate ;  I  am  certain,  bow- 
er, that  I  am  substantially  so. 
I  do  not  mean  to  represent  that  this  is  a  full 
account  of  all  the  impressments  which  took 
place  in  1809;  on  the  contrary,  I  admit  that  it 
"  "ot.     Many  impressments  were  cert^nly 
)  of  persons  undeniably  British  subjects, 
who  would  scarcely  think  of  opplying  to  Mr. 
Lyman,  and  will  not,  therefore,  be  found  m  his 
book.    Many  persona,  alao,  having  a  right  to 
bis  interference,  were  not  then  known  to  Mm. 
My  object  in  malting  these  explanations,  waa  to 
show  that  the  6,06T  document  does  not  fomiah 
such  strong  evidence  of  British  sggreaoon  as 
has  been  supposed. 

The  number  of  oar  seamen  impresaod  by  the 
British  has  been  so  variously  represented,  that 
I  have,  from  motives  of  onriosity  oa  well  at 
duty,  been  desirous  to  arrive  at  aomething  like 
a  reasonable  certiunty  on  the  anbject.  We  hear 
of  ten,  twenty,  nay,  forty  thousand  of  onr  citi- 
zens, cooHned  in  the  floatJug  dungeons  of  Great 
Bntmn,  fighting  her  battles  agdnat  their  will. 
The  evidence  of  this,  however,  is  only  to  be 
found  in  the  imagination  of  gentlemen.  It  ia 
the  old  story  over  again,  of  the  "six  men  in 
buokram."  In  part  representiDg  the  greatest 
commercial  State  in  the  Union,  it  may  be  ex- 
pected that  I  have  some  personal  knowledge  oa 
this  subject,  but  indeed  I  have  none  such  ta 
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give.  Is  then  not  in  this  some  proof  thAt  the 
evil  baa  been  magnified  I  I  have  aongbt  for  in- 
formatioD  in  qDartera  where  onl;  ii  is  to  be 
foand,  among  the  ibipping  mercbanCs  and  ship 
owners  of  the  country.  I  will  now  famish  jon 
,  with  the  opinion  of  an  intelligent  gentleman 
from  Marblehead,  whose  means  of  information 
■re  ample,  and  whoee  veracity  will  not  be 
doabted.  I  mean  my  Mend  from  Uassacbn- 
tetta,  who  Hts  before  me.  (Ur.  Rsbd.)  He  hu 
&Tored  me  with  this  Katement. 

"  In  annrer  to  tout  inqoiij  telatiTS  to  die  uamen 
of  H>rbl«b«ad,  I  Lave  to  nmark  thmt  tbe  arenga 
■hipping  of  tbat  port,  for  tbe  lut  twtD^  Tcan,  maj 
be  estimited  at  abaut  19,006  too,  i^vbich  it  ii  fair 
to  cmlcnlatc  t«n  tbooMnd  loni  wera  employed  in 
Gneign  connneroe,  and  tha  rendne  ia  the  fiiheiia* 
and  in  the  eoaatiiig  trmit.  Allowing  ux  men  to 
•nrj  hoodred  tooa,  which  ii  the  imud  Cftimate,  it 
girea  an  aTerage  of  elaTen  hnodied  and  aereD^-d: 


m  in  an,  and  lix  bondred  in  oar  taoAta  tnde, 
each  Tear;  the  mmber  of  Kamen,  tbere&e,  em- 
ployed trom  MarUebaad  for  the  lait  twan^  Teai^ 


mml  ha«e  been  rantiderable,  uj  fire  thaownd.  I 
bara  lesidsd  at  that  place  nearlj  twenty  yean,  and, 
during  the  greaCei  part  of  the  time,  hun  baau 
actively  engaged  in  coDnnerce.  Accoiding  to  my 
own  lacoUecdOD,  aided  by  that  of  othen  who  have 
the  but  meant  of  iDrormatioo,  I  do  not  beiiera  that 
twen^  of  the  seamen  of  Madjlehead,  natiTe  or  na- 
tnralixed,  bare  been  Impreued  by  (he  British  within 
tha  twenty  yean,  and  it  i«  not  known  that  one  bai 
been  demanded  witbont  being  nleaeed." 

As  there  is  no  reason  to  anppose  that  Uarble- 
head  has  been  more  fortunate  with  respect  to 
Impressmente  than  other  places,  we  bsve  here 
■Oiuething  whereby  to  form  an  estimate  of  the 
number  of  our  pearoen  taken  by  the  &itish. 
Uy  own  conviction  is,  that  tbe  American  sea- 
men, impressed  and  held  by  the  British,  at  tbe 
oommenceraent  of  this  war,  did  not  muob  ex- 
ceed five  hundred  in  all,  and  certainly  did  not 
amount  to  one  tboosaud.  Permit  me,  sir,  to 
mention  one  circa  instance  whiob  speaks  loudly 
OD  this  snbjecL  If  the  practice  of  impressment 
had  been  as  ontrageoasas  has  been  represented, 
it  must  have  fallen  with  great  force  on  the  East- 
em  Stat«9,  ea  it  is  there  the  mass  of  oar  seamen 
are  found.  "We  are  then  to  expect  mnch  fec'.ing 
and  passion  on  this  aooonnL  The  war  mast  he 
popmar  when  the  cause  of  it  is  bronght  home 
to  every  man's  door.  No  anoh  thing,  ax.  Tbe 
war  is  confessedly  odinns  there.  It  is  in  Statea 
where  seamen  never  grew  that  the  war  has  ita 
atrongest  advocates.  It  i»  there  that  joq  prin- 
cipally find  the  dark  pictares  of  sailors'  Buffer- 
ings, and  bear  the  lond  and  long  appeals  to  tbe 
sympathies  and  passions  of  the  people  about 
seamen's  rights  and  seamen's  injaries. 

I  have  now,  dr,  fiidsbed  the  remarks  which  I 
Intended  to  make  on  the  British  clum  and 
practice  of  impressment  We  have  for  years 
past  bad  so  much  idle  declamation  on  the  snti- 
ject^  that  a  dispassionate  investigation  of  it 
appeared  to  me  to  be  called  for.  In  the  oonrae 
of  these  remarks,  I  have  attempted  to  show 
tbat  the  claim  was  neither  novel  nor  peooliar, 


and  it  is  not  wholly  nnsupported  by  reasoi; 
that  onr  tnie  interest  colls  more  for  »  fair  regu- 
lation of  tbe  practice  than  an  abandoament  <f 
the  rights ;  and  that  the  conduct  of  the  Brit«d^ 
of  late,  has  been  snch  as  to  warrant  an  0{Miti<s, 
that  an  arrangement  may  be  made,  having  fv 
ita  object  a  proper  r^ulatjon  of  the  praete, 
leaving  the  rigbia  of  both  nations,  wbatem 
they  may  be,  nutoncbed.  Sir,  with  this  view 
of  the  subject,  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  cmismt 
to  the  adoption  of  meosnrea,  hsTiog  for  thes 
object  tbe  ^rther  proMcation  of  the  war  oflen- 
wvelyononrport;  and  I  cannot,  therefore,  vote 
for  Uie  bill  on  your  tabl&  The  war  has  net 
yet  asgnmed  a  character.  We  have,  indeed, 
added  much,  and  are  sbont  to  add  more,  to  tbe 
pnblio  debt.  Already  a  portion  of  onr  citueai 
ore  burdened  with  oppressive  exactions  in  lb* 
form  of  daties,  and  heavy  taxes  are  storing  iQ 
in  the  face.  But  yet  onr  bomea  and  altera  it- 
main  safe  and  nnpoUnted.  Let  us  seise  this  mo- 
ment to  give  the  nation  peace,  and  tbe  peoolt 
happiness.  This  is  the  appointed  time,  and  if 
we  do  not  improve  it,  I  fear  my  country  is  to 
suffer  in  its  prosperity  aud  itsinstitayons.  For 
Heaven's  sake  let  us  pause ! 

Ur.  Uacoh  said  an«r  failing  in  his  attempt  V 
oroend  tbe  bill,  he  had  conndered  it  of  >«rT 
little  importance ;  indeed,  in  its  present  (bnn, 
he  was  not  anzioua  whether  it  passed  or  not; 
and  he  had  intended  not  to  have  troubled  dM 
committee  on  the  subject,  bat  the  etronge  contn 
which  tbe  debate  had  taken  had  colled  him  qi 
almost  Bgunathisown  consent  Heoouldtnlj 
say  that  he  would  not  have  offered  o  wwd  la 
tbe  committee,  had  not  those  who  oppose  (ba 
bill  have  brought  into  the  diacuseion  French  in- 
flaenc^  operating  by  a  sort  of  ma^c  on  every 
act  of  the  Executive.  The  condnct  of  tbe  Ei- 
ecotive  had  undergone  tbe  strictest  acnitiny  by 
these  gentlemen,  and  their  own  argODMiia 
would,  in  his  opinion,  convince  every  impoilial 
niaiL  that  it  had  been  perfectly  fur  and  uprigiil 
to  all  fbreign  nations;  tbe  least  attention u>th« 
documents,  which  have  from  time  to  time  beai 
published,  would  also  convince  exery  man  li 
it,  ond  ntisfy  all  that  the  great  object  of  tbi 
Government  had  been  peace,  and  that  peoet 
wea  mtuntoined  until  it  ooold  no  longer  bedaoa 
without  surreodering  almost  every  natiaml 
right  worth  preserving.  Hr.  M.  said  he  wotdd 
endeavor  in  nis  obeervationa  to  fallow  tbe  ex- 
ample which  hod  been  set  the  lost  two  dijs: 
not  to  ntter  a  word  to  wound  the  feeSngs  of 
any  one ;  nor  would  he  refer  to  the  docuinent^ 
because  every  member  possessed  them,  and  they 
bad  been  publiahed  for  tbe  icfonnation  of  tfas 
people;  and  he  was  sure  that  th«  oommittM 
most  be  tired  with  hearing  a  sentenoe  ber«,  and 
a  paragraph  there,  read  from  tbem.  The  tras 
way  to  tmderstand  them  was  to  read  tbt 
whole.  But  be  hod  never  been  in  the  practice 
of  making  many  qnototions  &om  books  or  dee- 
nments,  and  he  thought  it  nnneoessv?  to  nnkt 
any  now.  He  was  clearly  of  opinitHi  that  the 
gentlemen  who  were  opposed  t«  the  Adntinir 
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trattoD  had  the  right  to  mj  irbatever  the; 
tiioDght  of  it,  tnd  to  select  the  sabject  on  which 
Uiey  wonld  speak;  and  as  thev  had  made  the 
oelectioit,  he  hoped  thej  wonld  have  an  oppor- 
tanitf  DOW  to  deliver  their  nentiinenta.  He, 
however,  regretted  thnt  the]^  had  sel«<)ted  this 
bill ;  becaase,  of  all  the  hilts  which  maj  be 
twonght  before  the  House  the  present  aesNon, 
not  one,  he  thought,  wonld  require  despatch 
more  thin  this.  The  loss  of  a  day  now  may  be 
tbe  loss  of  the  next  campaign.  He  had  expected 
that  this  general  debate,  which  seems  to  in- 
clude every  thing  bnt  the  bill,  wonld  have 
been  delayed  nntil  the  losu  shoald  be  ander 
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The  points  made  in  the  debate  Beem  to  be : 
impresement;  the  right  to  expatriate;  the  right 
to  natnralize ;  and  French  influence ;  neither  of 
which  have  any  oonneotion  with  the  bill  which 
is  to  raise  troops  for  one  year,  Bir,  said  Mr.  K., 
I  will  not  retort  a  charge  of  Briti^  ieflueQce, 
and  so  balance  one  assertion  against  tbe  other, 
because  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  much  of 
either  in  the  nation ;  bnt  if  I  was  to  say  there 
\raa  none,  I  should  notsay  whati  believe.  Peo- 
ple may  bouestly  differ  in.  opinion  as  to  the 
effect  which  the  success  of  England  or  France 
over  the  other  might  have  on  the  interests  of 
tbe  United  States,  without  being  under  the  in- 
flaenee  of  either;  and  this,  no  doubt,  is  tbe 
case  with  thousands. 

I  will,  before  I  proceed  farther,  notice  some  of 
the  observations  made  by  the  gentleman  fhim 
New  York,  (Mr.  Emott.)  If  I  have  not  nnder- 
etood  him  or  any  other  gentleman  correctly,  I 
hope  that  I  sbell  be  corrected ;  becaase  it  is  my 
sincere  desire  to  state  their  statements  &irly; 
aod  it  is  not  always  possible  to  take  down  their 
own  words.  He  said,  if  there  was  any  English  In- 
fiaence,  it  was  the  mflnence  of  Locke  and  Sid' 
ney.  As  well  might  he  have  spoken  of  the  in- 
flnence  of  any  other  patriots  who  lived  before 
Tis.  Their  in flnenee  will  be  respected  wherever 
their  works  shall  be  read  ;  but  that  sort  of  In- 
fluence is  not  the  inflnence  of  whioh  we  have 
beard  so  mach,  and  which  I  intend  hereafter  to 
notice.  He  also  mentioned  the  Inflnence  which 
drove  the  first  settlers  to  Plymouth.  Yes,  sir, 
that  influence  was  tmlj  British,  and  that  sort 
of  influence  Great  Britain  has  t>een  exercising 
ever  since  the  flret  settlers,  by  tbeir  own  in- 
doftry  and  exertions,  got  into  a  situation  to  t« 
nseful  to  her;  and  that  inflnence,  or  rather 
that  persecution,  oompelled  the  first  settlers  of 
G&rofina  to  leave  tbe  other  provinces,  and  to 
settle  a  second  time  in  the  woods,  and,  as  soon 
an  they  were  able,  to  pay  taxes.  That  same  in- 
fluence followed  them,  and  made  their  condi- 
tion much  worse.  It  pursued  the  people  in 
every  part  of  the  continent,  until  they  declared 
themselves  independent ;  and,  from  taat  day  to 
tbis,  she  has  not  treated  the  United  States  as 
she  hai  treated  other  independent  nations. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  was  astonished  when  the 

Sintleman  told  ns  he  was  not  a  friend  to  stand- 
g  armies;  and,  almost  in  the  same  breath, 


said  that,  at  tbe  last  session,  he  voted  for  rais- 
ing tbe  tweDty-flve  thousand  men,  and  that  he 
did  not  mean  to  go  to  war  when  be  gave  the 
vote.  For  what  purpose,  then,  oould  they  be 
wanted?  Experience  had  already  showo  that 
the  oM  establishment  was  quite  safficient  in 
time  of  peace.  Indeed,  a  very  considerable 
part  of  that  was  raised  soon  after  tbe  aflttir  of 
the  Chesapeake,  and  under  an  expectation  that 
war  would  follow,  and  not  for  a  regular  peace 
establishment. 

The  same  DBOtleman  told  ns,  that  impress- 
ment by  tbe  British  Gtovernment  was  no  new 
thing.  This  is  certainly  true  as  far  as  i^gards 
her  own  sul^ecta,  and  Irom  her  own  ve^els ; 
bnt  the  systematic  impressment  of  foreigners 
from  foreign  ships,  is  a  new  thing;  and  that^ 
too,  when  the  men  and  tbe  ships  both  belong 
to  the  same  nation.  That  Qovernment  never 
attempted  to  impress  Spaniards,  Dutch,  French, 
Swedes,  or  Danes,  from  vessels  belonging  to  tiie 
same  nation  with  the  person ;  and  it  is  this  new 
doctrine,  which  operates  solely  on  us,  of  which 
we  oomplun.  The  question  between  us  and 
England  baa  nothing  to  do  with  tbe  doctrine 
that  free  ships  shall  make  free  goods,  or  free 
men,  if  gentlemen  please.  And  why  draw  that 
into  the  debate  on  the  iuipreesment  of  Ameri- 
can citizens  from  American  vessels  T  No  law 
or  precedent  can  be  prodnoed  for  this  abomi- 
nable and  wicked  practice.  It  wsb  never  at- 
tempted to  be  justified,  notwithatandiiu  im- 
pressment is  no  new  thing  with  her.  Every 
Sovereign,  said  the  gentleman,  has  a  right  to 
tbe  service  of  all  his  snbjeots  in  time  of  war, 
Bnt  tbis  right  is  like  some  others  which  Sover- 
eigns claim;  it  Is  without  a  remedy.  Of  what 
avail  is  the  proclamation  of  tbe  Prince  Regent 
in  tbis  country,  ordering  the  British  snbjeots 
home  f  None.  Many  of  them  are  still  here, 
and,  probably,  will  remain  nntU  the  termination 
of  the  war,  and  tbe  Bridsh  Qovernment  will 
never  dream  of  pnnishing  one  of  them  for  dis- 
obedience. But,  admit  this  right  in  Sovereigns 
to  its  fullest  extent,  and  it  does  not  give  one 
Sovereign  the  right  to  impress  Ibe  citizens  or 
snl^ects  of  another ;  nor  does  it  Jostil^  snch  an 
act ;  of  course  It  does  not  touch  the  aM  of 
which  we  complain;  that  is,  the  impreeung  of 
American  seamen  ftara.  American  vessela. 

It  is  curious  that,  throughout  this  whole  de- 
hate,  there  seems  to  have  been  drawn  a  distino- 
tiou  between  the  rights  of  a  man  who  cultivatea 
the  soil,  and  of  him  who  follows  the  sea,  Bud 
that  this  disUnction  should  have  been  drawn  by 
those  who  cl^m  to  be  the  champions  of  com- 
merce and  of  a  navy,  and  who  have  told  ns 
that  a^icolrore  and  commerce  were  insepara- 
ble. Ought  it  not,  then,  to  follow,  that  the 
rights  of  those  employed  on  land  or  water 
should  also  be  inseparable  f  This  strange  doc- 
trme,  as  was  observed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana,  (Mr.  Robkktvon,)  may  dust  the  eye, 
hut  oounot  stagger  the  understanding  of  any 
one. 

Tbe  same  gentleman  sud,  that  we  had  taken 
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a  ezclnde  BritUh  Beamen  horn 
American  vessels.  For  what  pnrpose  were 
protectiuDs  given  toAmericaufteamenl  Sarel; 
to  protect  them  agaiuBt  impressment,  and  to 
Bhow  that  we  had  no  desire  to  protect  others ; 
and  what  more  ongbt  to  have  been  done,  be 
did  not  tell  us.  I  ask,  did  anj  nation  ever  do 
morel  Bendes,  has  not  the  United  States, 
orer  and  over  again,  offered  to  make  an  ar- 
rungement  with  Enriand  on  the  subject  of 
sailors,  which  shonld  be  satisfoctorj  to  both, 
b;  securing  to  each  the  use  of  their  own  sail- 
ors !  and  has  she  not  always  refused  to  make 
any  arrangement  about  them!  And  it  maj 
be  fairly  asked  here,  what  measnrea  Great 
Britun  has  taken  to  prevent  her  officers  from 
impressing  om'  aeamen  I  None  that  I  have 
heard  oi,  and  she  is  the  aggressor.  We  have 
not  imured  her,  while  she  has  been  impressing 
our  saUors  whenever  she  wanted.  >nd  could  find 
them.  If  the  United  States  wanted  sailors 
ever  so  moob,  tbey  could  not  impreas  one  of 
hei«,  anil  she  knows  this ;  and  she  would  not 
suffer  one  of  them  to  be  imDressed  by  any 
foreign  power ;  and  we  must  aetermine  to  de- 
fend the  rights  of  onra,  or  it  will  be  idle  to  talk 
about  navigation,  commerce,  and  a  navy.  In- 
deed, if  commerce  and  agriculture  be  insepara- 
'  ^  yon  must  defend  the  rights  of  the  p^^ons 
concerned  in  both,  or  both  must  be  floored. 
There  are  no  neutrals  able  t^i  carry  oor  pro- 
docts  to  market,  and  if  you  will  not  protect 
your  seamen,  they  will  not  carry  them. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that,  for  twenty 
fears  past,  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  bos  been  trying  to  settle  the  question  of 
soUoiB  with  Great  Britain,  and  that  every  at- 
tempt has  failed,  and  that  it  is  iust  now  dis- 
covered that  we  have  always  begun  wrong. 
Uy  colleague  (Mr.  Peajcsoh)  and  the  gentleman 
fh)m  Connecticut,  (Mr.  PrcEiK,)  it  appears, 
could  settle  this  great  miestion  without  mnch 
diffioolty.  If  they  can,  I  wish  most  uncerely 
they  would.  I  am,  however,  apprehensive  that 
they  are  a  httle  mistaken,  because  General 
Wuhington,  when  President,  having  M^or 
I^aokney,  now  Major  General  Hackney,  for 
Minister  at  London,  tried  without  effect.  Mr. 
Adoma  renewed  it  with  Mr.  £ing  for  Minister ; 
Mr.  Jefferson  with  Colonel  Monroe  and  Mr. 
Pinkney,  now  the  Attorney  General ;  and  Mr. 
Madison,  with  the  last  named  Pinkney.  All 
these  Premd^ts  and  Ministers,  with  the  ud  of 
every  Cabinet,  have  failed.  £very  description 
of  political  opinion,  with  the  greatest  talents, 
have  been  employed  and  done  nothing.  At  the 
end  of  twjenty  years  we  hare  gained  nothing, 
and  lost  our  labor ;  the  qaestion  is  as  nnsettled 
as  ever ;  and  we  have  been  worsted  in  this  way, 
that,  while  we  were  negotiating,  tbey  were  im- 


We  have  been  told  by  my  colleague,  that  it 
is  not  the  right,  hut  the  abuse  of  impressment 
of  whioh  we  complain.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  we 
do  not  complain  of  Great  Britain  impressing 
hei'own  subjects;  she  may  do  as  she  pleases 


with  them  \  that  is  no  concern  of  oms;  tD  m 
ask  of  her  is  to  keep  ber  hands  off  our  people; 
and  we  deny  her  right  to  impress  Ameiion 
citizens ;  and  if  the  abuse  be  the  impcamg 
them,  of  that  we  do  complun,  sod  not  withont 
just  cause,  becacee  she  has  impreeeed  maar  cf 
them,  and  compelled  them  to  fight  her  bunki: 
and  I  have  understood,  after  we  had  dedand 
that  war  existed  between  her  and  ns,  that  fht 
detained  those  she  had  before  impressed  asprit 
oners  of  war,  and  this  may  be  a  part  of  bcr 
public  law.  Indeed,  we  have  heard  much  abott 
universal  law  and  pnblic  law,  neither  of  wludi, 
from  the  statements  made,  seem  to  have  mntb 
regard  to  right  orjosdce,  whichaogbttobette 
foundation  of  all  law.  Oneonivo^  lawseeni 
to  be,  timt  Sovereigns  can  oommand  their  sub- 
jects to  return  home  in  case  of  war;  another, 
that  no  person  can  expatriate  bimseif ;  and  Gittt 
Britain  is  no  doubt  willing  to  ocknortedp 
another,  by  which  she  migbt  impres  saikn 
from  all  the  world.  As  to  the  first,  we  need 
not  trouble  oarselves  about  it ;  and  the  secobj, 
the  United  States  have  not  acknowledged;  ttd 
we  are  now  contending  against  impreeraiait; 
and  permit  me  here  to  obaerve,  that  the  n- 
publicans  have  always  oon^dercd  the  imprts- 
ment  of  citizens  a  more  serious  ii^jnry  than  the 
spoliation  of  property. 

I  must  return  to  Porcupine's  paper,*  nhicli, 
as  well  as  I  now  recollect,  never  contused  a 
sentence  in  favor  of  the  Revolution,  or  murfa  in 
pndse  of  the  constitution,  if  it  was  praised  at 
all;  no  outrage  was  committed  which  it  did  lul 
approbate ;  a  few  of  the  outrages  of  that  tine 
Hholl  be  stated :  The  Rogue's  March  whs  pla;td 
nnder  the  window  of  the  man  who  drew  tba 
Declaration  of  Independence,  Th«  man  wb« 
first  took  np  arms  after  the  Ml  of  Charl«8tMi, 
and  whose  body  bad  been  almost  riddled  in  de- 
fence of  his  country,  was  a  member  of  Ci»- 
gresa,  and  was  iDSulted  at  the  circus.  Anotbtf 
member,  of  no  common  cost  of  mind,  was  in- 
sulted at  the  theatre ;  a  man  who  will  da  his 
dnty  in  whatever  situation  he  may  be  placed. 
Another,  returning  home  with  his  family,  *v 
insulted  and  almost  mobbed ;  he  is  now  coe  <S 
the  Oabinet,  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  frcm 
Massacbnsetts,  (Mr.  Qitikot.)  If  I  was  not  il- 
moet  exhausted  1  would  give  some  of  the  dtfiiis 
of  these  then  fashionable  transacUons.  I  will 
only  add,  it  was  nothing  in  those  days  fac\  fe» 
men  to  whip  a  printer  whose  publications  lh*J 
did  not  like.  All  tbeee  outrages  &iid  Tiolaliuoi 
of  law,  it  is  believed,  were  not  only  appwtd 
by  the  editor  of  the  before-named  paper,  bi4 
other  Federal  p^>ers  also.  Thia  same  ii&vt 
claimed  to  have  more  subscribers  for  hb  pagw 
than  any  other  editor  in  the  Union.  And  arar 
be  returned  to  Europe,  he  wrote  and  pablisbed 
about  some  of  his  former  supporters.  Had  Ibis 
have  been  a  French  editor,  and  acted  toward 
theFederal  party  os  he  did  toward  theR^bK- 
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can,  anil  the  sabscribers  to  tiia  paper  RapnbU- 
nua,  oonld  not  those  who  look  at  eveij  thing 
now  done  to  flod  French  influence,  hava  had 
aa  good  a  field  to  hnnt  in  as  any  they  have  ;et 
found  t  At  the  very  time  these  events  took, 
pince,  the  majority  talked  osmach  about  French 
influoDoe  as  the  minoritj  now  does;  tbej  had 
claes,  tub-plotfi,  ocean  massacrea,  and  a  handred 
other  equally  ridicalous  and  unfonnded  tales, 
which  circulated  for  a  day.  I  have  mentioned 
tbase  things  not  with  an  intent  to  wound  the 
feelings  of  any  man  living,  bnt  with  a  view  of 
trying  to  persuade  those  who  talk  ao  mach 
about  French  influence,  to  look  at  both  sides  of 
the  qaeation  about  fumgn  influence ;  and  if 
they  will,  Ihope  wo  shall  never  hear  of  It  again 
in  Uiis  House. 

Mr.  Genet,  when'  he  was  Minister  of  France, 
began  to  intrigue,  for  which  he  was  dismissed. 
Mr.  Liaton,  when  he  was  Minister  of  England, 
b^an  the  same  work,  for  which  he  was  not  dis- 
missed. If  the  RepDhlioans  had  then  been  in 
power,  and  listen  a  French  Minister,  could  not 
m  strict  examination  of  the  documents  hare 
placed  it  as  easily  as  many  other  acts  have  been 
to  French  influence! 

'White  all  these  things  were  doing,  and  many 
othersquiteas  strange,  thegentlemen  call  them- 
selves  the  followers  of  General  WAeamoTos. 
If  they  be  truly  his  followers,  thej  ought  to 
adhere  to  hia  principles,  and  attend  to  bis  last 
advice.  Every  act  of  hia  went  to  perpetaate 
the  Union  and  b)  attach  the  States  to  each 
other.  I  fear  the  sentiments  contained  in  hia 
farewell  address  to  the  nation  are  getting  out 
of  fashion  with  those  who  claim  to  be  his  es- 
cloaive  followers;  or  why  do  we  hear  within 
these  walls,  the  foondation  of  which  he  laid 
far  nnion,  union,  onion;  disunion  spoken  of, 
"  peaceably  if  we  can,  forcibly  if  we  must ;" 
and  why  listen  to  idle  and  unfounded  tales 
about  foreign  influence,  which  can  never  injure 
osaa  long  as  we  stick  to  the  old  maxim — united 
■we  stand,  divided  we  fall !  Straws  ahow  which 
-way  the  wind  blows!  What  has  become  of 
the  newspaper  called  the  Waahington  Federal- 
ist 1  The  name  was,  I  have  understood, 
changed  to  the  Independent  American ;  out  of 
that,  I  believe,  wbs  rused  the  Federal  Repub- 
lican— all  good  names ;  but  why  lose  the  name 
of  Washington  to  a  paper  supported  by  his  ex- 
dosive  luUowers  ?  And  this  is  the  first  time  to 
my  recollection  that  they  have  adopted  Repub- 
lican in  tiieir  calendar. 

I  have  heard  that  Federalian  is  not  now  the 
same  that  it  was  when  Mr.  Adams  waa  Presi- 
dent :  we  shall  know  more  abont  this  if  ever 
they  get  into  power  again ;  be  this  as  it  may, 
every  man  hoa  a  right  to  change  his  opinion; 
It  is  a  right  which  no  Government  can  take 
from  him,  and  when  convinced  that  he  is 
wrong,  it  is  his  duty  to  change.  But  I  had 
thought,  when  Mr.  Adams  was  President,  we 
were  told  that  he  followed  the  plan  of  General 
'Washington,  and  that  he  was  then  a  favorite 
with  the  party  who  elected  hun,  bnt  a  great 
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change  baa  taken  place  in  regard  to  him.  I  al- 
ways tliougbt  bim  an  honest  man,  and  I  tliink 
BO  still.  After  Mr.  Adams  got  out  of  fashion, 
Colonel  Burr  became  so  groat  a  favorite  with 
the  Federal  gentlemen  who  were  then  in  Con- 
gress, that  they  Toted  thirty-five  times  for  him 
to  be  President,  when  ihey  must  have  known 
that  not  one  elector  who  voted  for  him  intended 
bim  for  President  Afterward,  Mr.  Madison 
was  a  favorite;  but,  after  the  refusal  of  the 
British  Government  to  rati^  the  arrangement 
made  with  Mr,  Frskine,  they  examined  the 
matter,  and  discovered  ho  had  not  done  right, 
and  he  got  oat  of  fashion.  Then  the  late 
worthy  and  venerable  'Vice  President  and 
Colonel  Monroe  became  favorites ;  Colonel 
Monroe  got  oot  of  fashion  abont  the  time  he 
was  ^pointed  Secretary  of  State ;  and,  lastly, 
Mr.  De  Witt  Chnton  became  a  favorite.  I 
hope  he  will  not  be  injured  by  it,  but  he  seema 
to  be  losing  ground,  as  we  have  l>een  told  it 
was  not  hia  merit  that  induced  the  Federalists  to 
support  him  for  President,  but  the  demerit  of 
Mr.  Madison.  This  does  not  appear  to  be  a 
good  reason,  because  they  might  have  selected  a 
man  from  their  own  party,  who  they  thought 
had  merit.  But  all  these  things  may  be  the 
doings  of  those  who,  a  former  member  of  this 
House  called  ultra- Federal iste ;  and  it  will  be 
recollected  that  all  these  men  became  favorites, 
on  the  old  doctrine  of,  "divide  and  conquer;" 
and  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that,  when 
Messrs.  Ellsworth  and  Davie  returned  from 
France,  their  political  friends  were  a  little  shy 
of  them ;  indeed,  I  should  not  be  surprised  if 
Messrs,  Jay,  King,  Walcott,  and  Dexter,  should 
not  much  longer  be  favorites.  If  we  mayjudge 
from  the  public  prints.  Commodore  Rodgers  is  no 
longer  one,  tliougb  he,  like  the  others,  is  under- 
stood to  be  a  Federalist ;  but  these  men  will  never 
say,  "  peaceably  if  we  can,  forcibly  if  we  most." 
I  would  really  thank  any  gentleman  to  tell  me 
what  is  now  meant  by  the  party  name,  FederalisL 

It  is  a  fact  on  record,  that  General  Washing- 
ton did  not  approve  of  self-created  societies, 
and  I  have  unaerstood  that  some  of  the  people 
who  claim  to  be  his  exclusive  followers,  have 
their  self-created  Washington  Benevolent  So- 
cieties, wherever  they  can  establish  them,  and 
that  they  are  pohtical  societies,  and  they  were 
intended  to  oppose  some  other  society ;  perhaps 
the  Tammany.  This  could  not  justify  Uie  pro- 
ceeding. As  to  myself^  I  do  not  care  if  there 
was  one  In  every  three  miles  sqnare  in  the  na- 
tion, BO  that  I  am  left  free  not  to  be  a  member. 

We  naturalize,  without  hearing  a  complaint 
from  any  quarter,  emigrants  from  Great  Britwn, 
of  every  trade  and  profession,  merchants,  law- 
yers, docWri,  and  even  divines;  to  which  may 
be  added  tradesmen  and  mechanica ;  they  all  go 
where  they  please,  Uve  among  us,  and  take  pari 
in  the  politics  of  the  day.  If  foreign  influence 
could  be  introduced  into  the  country  by  natural- 
izing, we  should  have  more  of  British  than  of 
French ;  but  naturalizing  seems  well  enough  for 
every  body  bat  a  s^or,  but  do  not  permit  him 
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to  become  a  ddsea ;  he  will  be  in  the  way  of 
native  uilurs,  who  want  enooarageraent ;  be- 
ride«,  we  know  that  Great  Britain  will  imprees 
him,  and  we  know  te  well,  when  her  officers 
want  men,  they  care  not  whether  they  are 
American  or  En^Iitih.  The  natiye  Atnerican 
haa  aeTer  complained  that  the  natnralizing  of 
forrigners  of  hia  trade  or  profenion,  injured 
him;  nor  has  a  complaint  cieen  heard  from  i 
native  seaman  against  naturalizing  foreign  sul- 
ore;  and  we  have  had  experience  enoogh  tc 
know  that  onr  merchants  ooold  complun,  and 
complun  almost  against  their  own  ec»nplunt. 
Let  their  property  he  captared,  or  expected  to 
be  captared,  under  a  new  order  in  France  or 
England,  and  more  ctHnplaints  will  be  made 
aboQtic,  than  the  impressingof  a  doxen  citizens. 
The  eitnatiun  of  the  merchant,  when  plnndered, 
ia  had  enongfa,  bet  his  property  is  not  taken 
•way  without  a  trial  of  aome  sort  before  a 
judge  learned  in  the  law,  whoee  dnty  it  onght 
to  be  to  decide  according  to  law ;  he  alao  em- 
ploys lawyers  to  have  jnatioe  done  him.  Not 
■owith  the  sailor;  when  impreeaed,  there  is  no 
learned  judge  to  decide  his  case,  or  lawyer  to 
have  jnatioe  done  ;  force  is  law  to  him,  and  his 
oppressor  jadge ;  he  ia  pat  on  board  shipo,  and 
compeUed  to  tight  hatUea,  in  which  neither  he 
nor  his  conntry  have  any  concern :  deprived  of 
tbe  right  to  complain  or  petition ;  he  ia  poor, 
friendless — Great  GodI  can  it  lie  possible,  that 
we  shall  yield  the  point  of  impressment,  for  the 
sake  of  carrying  on  a  little  trifling  trade  by 
hook  or  by  crook  1 

All  agree  that  we  ought  to  fight  for  the  rights 
of  native  seamen,  and  all  agree  that  some  of 
them  have  been  impressed ;  why  not  all,  then. 
Join,  heart  in  hand,  to  maintain  their  rights? 
It  it  becaose  the  BritiA  officora  impress  from 
oorvesBelsothersbeaides  natives!  Thiseannot 
lessen  theirjost  claim  to  the  protecdon  of  their 
oonutry.  We  have,  however,  been  told  that 
only  ninety-three  persons  were  impressed  in 
one  year  from  American  vessels ;  if  only  three 
of  them  had  been  the  sons  of  the  gentleman 
(BCr.  Euon)  who  gave  the  information,  I  ask, 
wonld  he  have  been  contented  with  the  long 
investigation  of  documents,  to  ascertain  if  any 
of  the  diplomatic  meanders  tmned  towards 
French  inonence )  No,  sir,  he  woold  not ;  he 
wonld  have  demanded  of  the  Nati(»ial  Gov- 
ernment to  have  his  children  restored  to 
his  arms;  he  ooold  demand  this  in  a  way  to  be 
heard.  Far  different  is  the  case  with  tbeee  nn- 
fortunate  parents  who  have  had  their  sons  im- 

Ereesed ;  Uiey  are  too  poor  and  friendless  to  be 
eard;  tiie  rights  of  toe  nation  may  tie  aban- 
doned by  little  and  little,  antil  none  be  left ; 
exactly  aa  yon  may  take  a  cent  at  a  time  from 
one  tbonsand  dollara,  antil  none  be  left.  All 
most  determine  to  protect  American  seamen  on 
board  American  vessela,  or  not  hereafter  pre- 
tend to  claim  any  Jurisdiction  over  the  vessels 
when  they  are  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United 
States.  If  a  single  citizen  shoald  be  Impressed 
on  American  land,  tbe  whole  nation  would  be 


in  a  flame;  the  rightto  pnri«etioa  ia  tbe  ■ 
whether  on  Americsn  land  or 

It  has  been  swd  that  we  do  not  act  justly ; 
that  we  enoontage  British  seamen  to  ran  away, 
becaose  we  do  not  apprdieod  them  and  acad 
tbem  back,  when  they  have  ma  sway  flma 
their  Teasels ;  they  run  away  brfore  oar  peoplt 
see  them,  of  coarse  there  >■  no  encouragement 
to  the  nmning  away.  As  to  tbe  sutding  th^ 
back,  we  are  not  boimd  to  do  it ;  and  if  it  de- 
pended on  me  one  should  never  be  settt  bade, 
until  the  British  ceaaed  impressing  and  pfan- 
dering  oar  citizens,  and  I  wonld  agree  that 
every  man  who  engaged  in  the  war  on  oar  side 
should  have  the  right  to  be  natnralized,  tlm^ 
he  fled  from  British  naval  tyranny. 

It  ia  remarkable  that,  wbik  we  hear  not  a 
word  said  to  josti^  En^and  for  impreenng  and 
plundering  tbe  people  A  the  Umted  Sutca,  that 
so  mncfa  sbonld  have  been  aud  to  prove  tlist 
we  onght  not  to  hare  gone  to  war  witli  bw. 
and  that  we  were  wnMig  in  dxAag  so.  This  is 
the  best  way  that  oould  have  beoi  devised  to 
keep  her  aggressions  ont  of  view ;  not  to  anya 
word  about  them,  and  talk  a  great  deal  abuot 
the  hardships  of  war,  and  the  taxes  wfatdt  miM 
be  imposed  to  carry  it  cm,  winding  np  aD  Iheir 
lamentations  for  tbe  state  of  the  conntry,  with, 
if  it  was  not  for  the  war,  a  little  trade  conld  be 
carried  on.  Impressment,  then,  u  a  mere  trifle, 
compared  with  this  trade,  and  it  nuiy  be  Ibat 
Great  Britain  understands  it  so,  and  is  willing 
to  graUty  ns  with  this  trade  for  kin-sake,  m 
long  as  we  are  oontented  to  be  impressed  for 
kin-sake.  The  citizwu  who  are  iin[H«sed 
would  tell  her,  if  telling  wonld  release  them, 
that  nations  are  no  kin. 

This  snrely  has  been  the  moat  nnfoRonata 
Government  from  its  establishment  to  the  pres- 
ent time  that  ever  existed ;  almoet  eVery  tiling 
that  has  been  done  is  wrong :  it  was  wrong  tc 
£x  the  seat  of  Government  here;  it  was  wrong 
to  place  tliia  Iloase  and  the  hooses  for  tbe 
offices  so  far  from  each  other ;  it  was  wrong  to 
pve  paper  protections  to  American  se«m«i;  it 
was  wrong  to  have  a  little  mercy  in  the  rerene 
laws ;  it  was  wrong  to  repeal  the  internal  tuta; 
I  believe  that  was  called  oppresnon — tfaon^  I 
am  no  prophet,  1  ventore  to  [vedict,  that  to  Iq 
them  to  carry  the  war  aa  will  be  wnuw  aba; 
to  take  Canada  wonld  be  wrong; — in^ed,  h 
wonld  be  difficult  to  find  any  thing  which  haa 
lieen  done  right,  aocording  to  the  mooem  Fedtral 
creed.  How  are  we  to  get  things  ^ht  t  Give 
up  the  chair  yon  are  in  to  one,  tM  nhite  Hosaa 
to  another,  and  they  will  soon  give  jon  a  sec- 
tion law  whioh  will  pat  all  right.  Tbe  gteat 
discovery  which  these  gentlemen  bare  madt^ 
that  so  mnoh  has  been  wrong  under  every  Ad- 
ministration, would  sarprise  tho  pottle,  vtra 
they  not  this  moment  astonished  at  tbe  dis- 
covery of  perpetoal  motion  by  BedhiAr— 
two  such  grest  disooyeries  most  add  vastly  to 
the  characUv  of  the  nation. 

The  attempt  to  take  Canada  is  so  wicked  that 
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MHoe  of  the  gcntlemeD  are  qnite  Blarmed  at  it 
Ta  hear  of  the  nnofiendii]^  Canadiant,  liDt  not 
of  the  unufTending  Bailor;  at  one  time  thef  are 
the  mo£t  aooffeading  and  lojal  people  in  the 
voiid,  at  another  thej  are  Frenoii,  aod  not  fit 
to  be  QDited  in  our  GoTemment.  We  have 
beard  mooh  of  the  ume  lort  former];  said 
■boat  the  people  of  LouiBltma,  and  they  have 
become  a  Stat«,  witbont  any  trouble  to  tbem- 
ielvea  or  the  UDion.  What  has  beoome  of  that 
high  Federal  spirit  which  disduaed  to  buy 
Loninanu  !  where  ia  it  when  Canada  is  men- 
tioD«d  t  The  FsderBlism  which  desired  to  con- 
quer Louiiuana  and  keep  it  b  v  force  of  arms,  is 
chantr^  when  Canada  la  tne  qneation.  The 
Dotrageona  conduct  of  Great  Briton  is  as  mnch 
iniiBe  than  that  of  Spain,  as  her  tmpresament 
and  plnaderins  were  worse  than  the  refosot  of 
the  right  of  deposit.  For  one,  I  am  willing 
to  have  Canada  and  Florida,  and  have  them 

Sm  mnst  before  many  yeara.  The  utnation  of 
abile  is  anch  as  to  compel  yon  before  very 
long  to  take  possession  of  it.  Canada  and 
Florida  wonld  rid  ns  of  bad  neighbors,  and 
make  ns  more  happv. 

The  coDiniittee  Uien  rose  and  reported  the 
biU. 

The  several  amendments  made  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  were  agreed  to  by  the  Honse, 

Mr.  FiTOB  again  movod  to  atrike  out  the  4th 
section,  giving  the  Freudeni  exclnuvely  the 
appointment  of  all  offioers  under  the  rank  of 
field  officers. 

The  onestton  waa  decided  in  the  negative  by 
yeas  and  nays.   For  tb«  motion  84,  af^mat  it  74. 

And  the  bill  waa  then  (half  past  Ax.  o'clock) 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
without  a  dWi«on. 

And  on  motion,  the  Honae  a^oamed  nntil 
to-morrow. 


WsDyzsniT,  Janoary  IS, 
Additional  Military  Force, 

The  bill,  in  addition  to  the  act  passed  at  the 
last  ses^u  ''  to  raise  an  additional  military 
force  " — the  ol^ect  of  which  is  to  raise  twenty 
regiments  of  men  fi>r  one  year,  if  deemed  neces- 
sary by  the  President  to  the  public  service — 
wag  read  a  third  time,  and  the  qaeadon  stated, 
"Shall  the  bill  pass!" 

Mr.  Eebt. — Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  with  great  re- 
luctance I  rise  to  trouble  the  House  with  any 
remarka  of  mine,  at  a  time  when  their  patience 
must  be  BO  completely  ezhan8t«d,  by  the  unusoal 
length  of  the  debate  which  baa  ^eady  taken 
[Joce  noon  the  subject  before  yon.  The  bill  on 
four  taole  propoaea  to  raise  on  additional  mili- 
tary force  of  twenty  thousand  men,  and  it  has 
been  objected  to  on  accoont  of  ita  eipenae,  and 
the  consequent  danger  growing  out  of  it  to  the 
liberties  of  onr  country.  We  are,  sir,  in  a  state 
of  war ;  and  what  is  evidently  the  coarse  which 
we  should  pursue  whilst  in  that  situation?  We 
should  advocate  and  support  snob  meosnree  as 


[a  OF  B. 

are  calcnlat«d  to  bring  that  war,  jnstly  made  on 
our  port,  to  a  speedy,  honorable,  and  saoceeaful 
conduaion.  Viewing  the  bill  on  your  table  at 
a  measure  of  that  description,  I  shall  give  it  my 
sappor^  rwardlesa  of  that  additional  expense 
which  gentlemen  so  emphatically  dwell  upon. 
Nay,  sir,  it  is  better  to  expend  the  thirty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  (even  if  that  sum  waa  necessary) 
so  repeatedly  spoheo  of  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  as  the  cost  of  the  war  for  two  yeara,  to 
accomplish  our  object,  than  to  expend  the  same 
sum  in  five  years,  even  if  we  could  effect  our 
object  with  equal  ewtainty. 

However  commendable  economy  may  be  ii 
every  other  situation  in  life^  in  wr-  '*  —  '"-■ ' 
miasible ;  it  loses  ita  character  \ 


a  and  economy.    All 

prudence  can  require  of  you 

o  make  your  means 


yon  look  for  economy  or  for  savings ;  for  the 
want  of  an  inconsiderable  anpply  of  men  or 
money,  a  campaign  might  prove  disastrous,  to 
recover  which  would  require  an  immense  sacri- 
fice of  blood  and  treasure. 

The  Army  has  been  represented  as  dangerous 
to  the  liberties  of  the  couatry.  At  one  moment 
we  are  told  tliat,  when  it  shall  be  complete*!,  it 
will  be  unequal  to  tbeconquestof  a  petty  prov- 
ince adjoining  tia,  and  not  exceeding  in  popula- 
tion the  State  of  Uarytaad :  the  next  moment 
we  are  told  that  it  will  endanger  the  liberties 
of  seven  milUons  of  freemen.  Arguments  thus 
parodoncol  need  no  refotatiou.  Sir,  I  do  not 
pretend  to  have  any  military  experience,  and  1 
am  willing  to  ooooede  the  point  to  those  poa- 
sesaing  it,  that  men  enlisted  for  three  or  five 
years  are  preferable  to  those  enlisted  for  one 
year  as  proposed  by  the  bil! ;  yet  I  feel  confi- 
dent that  every  object  will  be  accomplished  by 
this  bill  that  is  intended.  It  is  not  proposed  to 
rely  solely  on  on  army  of  this  description  to 
carry  on  the  war;  yon  have  nearly  a  sufBdent 
military  force  authorized  for  five  years,  and  yon 
wont  the  men  to  be  raised  by  this  bill  only  as 
aaiillories,  till  the  ranks  of  that  army  can  b« 
filled.  With  these  observations  on  the  bill  be- 
fore yon,  I  shall  proceed  to  moke  a  few  re- 
marks npon  what  has  fallen  from  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  IIooso  \  in  ooLog  which  I 
shall  endeavor  to  confine  myself  to  what  has 
not  been  noticed  by  others,  or,  if  attended  to, 
not  sufficiently  so. 

If  1  understood  an  honorable  gentieman  from 
Coanecticut  correctly,  who  addreased  you  the 
other  day,  (Mr.  PiTxnr,)  be  said  we  were  ooa- 
tending  for  the  employment  of  foreigners.  We 
contond,  sir,  for  nothing  which,  as  an  independ- 
ent nation,  we  are  not  entitied  to,  and  which 
the  laws  of  nations  do  not  ^arantee  to  na. 
What  have  been  the  propositiona  heretofore 
made  by  onr  Government  to  Great  Britain  npou 
this  snbject?  I  find,  by  a  recurrence  to  the 
correspondence  of  Uessrs.  Uouroe  and  Pinkney 
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with  tfa&t  Government,  in  160fl,  that  we  raade 
the  following  propositions,  the  uost  material  of 
which  were  omitted  yestttrdaj  (not  intentionnl- 
W  I  hope)  bj  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  EuoTT.)  Here  Ur.  E.  read  the  following 
prmKMals  from  the  pablio  doooments  of  IBOT 
and  1808.    We  offered— 

1.  To  afford  no  refnge  or  protectioD  to  Britiah 
seamen. 

3.  To  deliver  them  np  if  they  took  refage 
among  hh. 

8.  To  make  laws  for  restoring  them. 

4.  To  aid  in  searching  for,  seimig,  and  restor- 
ing tbem. 

0.  To  keep  tbem  in  oor  prisons  when  re- 
qocsted. 

6.  To  prohibit  oar  citizens  from  canTing  them 
oS. 

7.  To  prohibit  their  emplajment. 

8.  To  make  penal  laws  for  punishing  th«r 

9.  To  make  it  onr  dntj  to  restore  them. 

10.  To  extend  the  foregoing  provisions,  not 
onlj  to  deserters,  but  t«  all  seafarins  people. 

These  propositions  went  completely  to  secure 
to  Great  Britain  the  services  of  all  her  seafar- 
ing  subjects,  except  each  as  were  natiiral)2ed 
nnder  oor  laivs,  which  araonnted  to  bnt  few, 
indeed;  thirteen  hundred  British  seamen  only 
having  been  natnrslized  since  the  commenoe- 
ment  of  our  Government,  and,  in  all  probabili- 
t7,  an  eqnal  number  of  our  seamen  have  been 
naturalized  bf  Great  Britain  during  the  same 
period.  Tet,  to  mj  astunisbroent,  have  I  heard 
It  stated,  daring  this  debate,  that  oor  Govern- 
ment had'mado  no  serions  propositions  to  se- 
onre  to  Great  Bril^n  the  services  of  her  sea- 
men. 

Bateqnitable  as  these  proportions  were,  they 
were  rejected.  NotwitiwtaDding,  sir,  oor  Gov- 
ernment, anxious  in  their  pnrsait  after  peace, 
have  gone  still  fiirther;  they  have,  throng  our 
late  ChargS  d' Affaires  in  London,  (Mr.  Rnsaell,) 
proposed  to  Great  Britain  to  exclude  from  onr 
naval  service,  aa  well  public  as  private,  all  ber 
seamen,  inclnding  those  which  may  hereafter 
be  naturalized ;  and  notwithstanding  the  liberal- 
ity and  justice  of  this  proposal,  it,  like  all  others, 
has  been  made  without  prodncing  the  desired 
effect  And  what  more,  sir,  codd  have  been 
asked  of  iis,  required,  or  granted,  than  is  cen- 
tred in  these  offers?  Notiiing  more,  unless, 
indeed,  they  had  asked  for  onr  independence, 
and,  yielding  to  the  reqaiaitioit,  we  had  granted 
it.  When  an  American  vessel  ia  at  sea,  it  ia 
amenable  to  no  laws  but  tliose  of  its  own  conn- 
try  and  the  laws  of  nations;  and  where,  in 
either  of  these,  will  the  advocates  for  impress- 
nieut  find  their  jostification  I  Sir,  hod  not  the 
practice  of  impressment  been  treated  as  a  casu- 
al, a  trivial  circumstance,  during  this  debate,  I 
should  not  have  presumed  to  trouble  the  House 
with  my  desultory  remarks ;  and  my  principal 
object  in  addressing  the  House,  was  to  ask  their 
inlion  to  a  docutnent  which  appears  to  have 
1  overlooked,  and  which,  if  neoessai;,  will 
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place  the  abomination  of  t2iat  practice  in  ecbts 
too  strong  to  be  mistaken. 

Here  Mr.  E.  read  the  foDowing  extract  of  a 
letter  from  the  8ecretarj  of  Stat«  to  Vr.  Jim- 
roe,  dated  Jannary  4th,  1804 — 

"  The  whole  nmnbcr  of  a{q>liotio(u  mads  by  im- 
prened  leuneD  to  our  Comal  ia  Lndon,  betvea  ttK 
month  of  Jnae,  1797,  mad  September.  1804,  wen  t«s 
thmuand  and  fifty-nine.  Of  diU  mmiber,  one  Iied- 
died  and  two  eeunao  only  wen  detained  ■■  BritiA 
■objects,  which  ii  Ics  thin  ooe-twattietb  oT  W 
whole  DDmber  impteoed.  Eleven  fatmdiad  and  tortv- 
two  were  dischwged,  or  ordered  to  be  ao,  and  (i^ 
Inuidnd  and  fivo  were  detained  fi>r  fordieT  ftni. 
with  the  tbtmgstt  pmomption  thit  tbe  groMer  pai^ 
if  not  the  wholp,  were  Americaiu,  or  otfaer  t^aa, 
whose  pnxif  of  dtjienaliip  had  been  kM  tx  destroyed.'' 

It  is,  th«i,  evident,  from  this  document,  that, 
for  every  British  seamen  obtained  by  tliis  violeol 
proceeding,  a  nnmber  of  Americ&ns,  or  oths 
aliens,  with  whom  Great  Britain  has  no  rigiil 
to  meddle,  not  less  than  twenty  for  one  have 
been  the  victims  to  iL  Sir,  have  we  bectane  so 
lost  to  the  real  independence  and  eovereizntj  of 
the  conutrj,  that  we  are  prepared  to  yield  la 
tlus  d^rading,  debasing,  and  ikDmiliatiDg  badgi 
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The  Romans,  of  old,  hod  a  practice  of  makinf 
the  govemon  of  those  countries  thej  conqanea 
pass  annually  beneath  thdr  yoke,  as  a  mark  of 
enbmission ;  bat  we,  doomed  to  humiliation  bi 
greater,  are  made  to  pass  daily,  nay,  hoQiiy, 
beneath  one  much  more  galling.  Some  geatJf- 
men  object  to  the  propositions  made  by  Xr. 
Russell,  and  assert  tnat  be  was  not  autboriied. 
They  should  recollect  that  Mr,  Enssoll's  letto-, 
containing  this  final  offer  to  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, was  commnnicated  to  this  House  by 
the  Preffldent,  and,  had  it  not  met  with  htscan- 
curreoce,  it  ia  preamnable  he  would,  in  his  fom- 
mnnication,  have  expressed  his  diaapprobatJoB 
towards  it.  Kay,  a  similar  offer  has  neen  mada 
by  the  Secretnry  of  State  fo  Admiral  Warren. 

I  know  not  whether  the  feelings  of  shame  <x 
indignation  predominate  in  my  breast,  when  I 
see  gentlemen  constantly  laboring  to  place  thrir 
own  Government  in  the  wrong ;  and,  in  contra- 
diction to  the  ofBciol  records  of  tbl^  House,  in- 
nst  that  we  are  contending  for  the  einplormeat 
of  foreienets. 

The  langnage  of  onr  Govemment  npon  that 
subject,  is  this,  sir :  that,  if  the  oppr^aed  and 
unfortunate  inhabitants  of  Europe,  escapiiq 
from  their  tyranny  and  panting  alter  their  loDg- 
lost  liberty,  seek  a  refjge  in  our  happy  counti?, 
upon  their  compliance  with  our  natnraliadou 
laws,  we  are  willing  to  extend  to  them  thoee 
bleeangs  we  enjoy;  but  should  they  become 
diasati^ed  with  the  advantages  which  the  iste- 
rior  of  the  country  affords  them,  and  they  thiot 
proper  to  depart  from  oor  shores,  we  aiy  to 
them,  we  will  not  risk  our  peace  for  their  pro- 
tection beyond  our  territorial  limits.  So  & 
from  our  contest  with  Great  Britun  being  &« 
the  employment  of  her  subjects,  it  is  a  contest 
for  ahieJding  a  large  and  valuabla  portion  of  onr 
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fdlow-cttiuna  from  British  thraldom,  under 
the  Irufa  of  which  thej  have  too  loag  labored ; 
and  who  wil]  dare  discriminate  ia  that  protec- 
tion which  ia  eqaaliy  dae  to  all,  that  ia  due  tc 
the  meanest  individnal  in  the  commanitj',  and 
withhold  it  from  a  clan  of  men  who  have  done 
honor  to  the  American  character,  and  covered 
tbemaelTes  with  glorj ) 

Mr.  RiMDOLPH  rose,  apparently  laboring  nn- 
der  the  effects  of  a  Berioos  indlspoaitioD,  and  ad- 
dreased  the  Chair. 

I  rise  (said  he)  with  a  heart  saddened  hy  the 
disgrace  of  oar  common  eountrj,  and  siolcened 
by  the  WBj  in  which  the  business  of  the  State 
has  been  managed. 

Of  the  temper  and  virnlence  which  have  nian- 
ifested  themselves  in  this  debate,  I  ahall  not 
have  taj  occasion  to  divest  m jself  in  the  course 
of  the  very  few  remarks  which  I  fear  I  shall  be 
enabled  to  make,  becaase  towards  them  I  have 
no  parpose.  Indeed,  when  1  look  aronnd  me, 
I  am  eiceedioglj  aad ;  and  I  know  not  now  if 
it  will  be  iu  my  power  to  go  on. 

I  hod  inteaded,  if  time  and  health  permitted, 
to  address  to  this  Assembly  some  few  observa- 
tions, confined  principally  to  the  change  which 
haa  taken  place  in  the  relationa  of  onr  country 
since  the  declaration  of  war,  not  only  respecting 
that  belligerent  with  whom  we  are  en^ged  in 
hoBtvliiiee,  bat  her  adTersary  also.  Bnt  the 
conrse  that  thia  debate  has  taken  imposes  npon 
me  a  pwnful  doty,  which  I  trust  God  will  give 
mo  strength  to  discharge :  the  duty  of  review- 
ing post  transactions  in  the  Government,  which, 
from  my  lieart,  I  wonid,  instead  of  bringing 
them  np  on  the  present  occasion,  gladly  dis- 
charge from  my  memory.  Bat  self-defence  is 
the  first  law  of  nature.  The  merest  reptile,  the 
worm  itself,  will  tarn  when  trod  upon.  Nor  is 
the  force  of  the  blow  lessened  by  its  i>eing  dealt, 
IS  in  the  present  case,  by  the  hand — I  will 
not  say  under  the  garb  and  ciroamstanoea — of 
Friendship. 

It  was  my  lot,  sir,  and  I  may  assnredly  say 
my  misfortune,  to  talut  some  little  share  in  those 
transactions  which  bronght  about  a  civil  revo- 
lution in  the  Government  of  this  conntry.  I 
hope  that  I  am  understood.  I  feel  I  shall  be 
understood,  when  I  speak  of  thia,  by  all  wise 
and  good  men ;  and  it  ia  with  them  only  that  I 
wisli  to  bold  intercourse — to  commune.  It  is 
of  their  good  opinion  alone  that  I  am  ambi- 
tiona,  if  indeed  ambition  dwell  any  where  in  my 

Let  me  endeavor  to  recall  to  recollection  the 
state  of  things  about  the  period  when  I  h^  the 
nohappjness  to  dedicate  myself  to  politictd  life. 

Through  the  opposition,  bold  but  just,  which 
Was  made  by  myself,  and  those  associated  with 
ne,  to  the  measnres  of  that  Administration,  an 
<atire  change  was  effected  in  the  control  of  the 
Government.  One  Administration  was  (Jected 
from  powur,  and  another  took  its  place.  Is  it 
'•^•'essary  for  me  to  descant  npon  the  topics  of 
difftrence  which  then  separated  the  two  great 
parties  in  the  Government  ?    Is  it  necessary  for 


me  at  thia  time  of  da;  to  make  a  declaration  of 
the  principles  of  the  Republicos  party  i  Is  it 
possible  that  snch  a  declaration  could  be  deem- 
ed orthodox  when  proceeding  from  lips  so  nn- 
holy  as  those  of  an  eicommnnicant  from  that 
church  I  It  ia  not  necessary.  Those  prinoiples 
are  on  record ;  they  are  engraved  upon  it  indd- 
ibly  by  the  press,  and  will  live  as  long  as  the 
art  of  printing  is  snffered  to  exist.  It  is  not  for 
any  man  at  this  day  to  nndertake  to  change 
them.  It  is  not  for  any  man  who  then  profesa- 
ed  them,  by  any  gnise  or  circumlocution,  to 
conceal  apostooy  from  them,  for  they  are  there 
—there  ia  the  book.  What  are  tliey)  They 
have  been  delivered  tp  yon  by  my  iionorable 
oolleagne — what  are  they!  Love  of  peace,  ha- 
tred of  offensive  war ;  jealousy  of  the  State 
Governments  towards  the  General  Government, 
anA  of  the  infiuence  of  the  Eiecutive  Govern- 
ment over  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  that 
Government;  a  dread  of  standing  armies;  3 
loathing  of  public  debt,  toses,  and  excises;  ten- 
derness for  the  liberty  of  the  citizen ;  jealonsy, 
Argna-eyed  Jealousy,  of  the  patronage  of  the 
President.  From  these  prindples  what  deser- 
tions have  we  not  witnessed  ?  Will  yon  have  a 
list  of  them  t     I  shall  not  nndertake  it. 

Principle  docs  not  consist  in  names.  Foder- 
aliam  is  a  real  thing — not  a  apectre,  a  shadow, 
a  phantom.  It  is  a  living  addition  to  the  power 
of  the  General  Government,  in  preference  to 
t^e  power  of  the  States;  partiality  for  the  Ex- 
ecutive power,  in  distinction  to  that  of  the  co- 
ordinate Deportments  ofthe  Government;  the 
support  of  great  military  and  naval  force,  and 
of  an  "  energetic  "  administration  of  the  Gov- 
ernment That  is  what  is  called  Federalism. 
Yes,  an  energetic  Administration,  not  in  ita  real, 
hat  technical  sense;  for  it  has  a  sense  as  tech- 
nical as  any  in  onr  laws,  TluU  is  Federalism. 
And,  when  I  am  opposing  the  course  which 
looks  toward  the  rearing  np  of  great  Military 
and  Naval  Establishments,  of  an  extent  not 
only  incommensurate  with  the  necessity  bat  the 
ability  of  my  oomitry,  I  care  not  with  whom  I 
vote ;  I  will  be  true  to  my  principles.  Let  any 
man  lay  his  finger  upon  a  vote  in  which,  since 
I  have  had  the  honor  (yt,  indeed,  it  be  an  honor) 
of  a  seat  in  this  Eonse,  I  have  departed  from 
thoee  principles,  and  I  will  consent  that,  q^ioad 
hoc,l  am  a  Federalist.  But  it  wil!  bo  in  vun 
to  search  for  soch  a  vote. 

Bo  strenuoas,  Mr,  had  been  the  contest — so 
hot  the  spirit  of  rivalship  between  the  two  con- 
tending parties — that,  after  the  Revolution  of 
ISOI,  a  curious  spectacle  was  presented  tii  this 
nation  and  to  the  world — a  spectacle  which,  I 
am  bold  to  say,  never  did  before  make  its  appear- 
ance ir  any  Government,  and  never  will  appear 
^ain.  It  was  this :  that,  as  if  the  charact«r 
that  each  party  had  borne  when  in  collision 
with  one  another  was  indelible,  the  two  parties, 
after  power  was  transferred  from  one  to  the 
other,  did  aotnally  m^ntoin  the  same  character 
which  they  had  derived  from  impressions  re- 
ceived daring  their  late  conflict :  and  the  t^ 
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miring  world  saw  with  utoniafament  the  ease  of 
■n  oppositJoa  minorit;  attempting  to  force  upon 
&  reluctant  AdmiDistratioa  patroiuge  and  pow- 
er, which  that  AdmiDbtratioa  put  bj,  and 
stemlj  refoaed  to  acc^t.  Yea,  air ;  for  ■  time 
ao  oompletel;  had  the  Repablioaiu  been  imbaed 
with  the  prinoiples  which  tbc^  profeaeed  whilst 
in  a  minorit;,  tW,  after  i>eeoming  the  m^ritj, 
the  Federalists  prwsed  cm  their  old  adversariea 
power  and  patronage,  to  which  tbej  abeolntelf 
oppoaed  tbemeelTea,  repelling,  fOT  a  aeaHm,  every 
project  of  the  kind.    Is  it  neoeasarj  for  me  ' 


was  originally  made  bj  the  peraonage  now  ad- 
dressing jtta ;  it  came  from  wliat  was  then  con- 
ridered  the  Governmental  aide  of  the  Boose. 
And  by  whom  was  it  opposed !  By  gentlemen 
who  had  ao  long  fonght  nnder  the  banners  of  a 
Oovemment  of  "energy,''  that  they  were  not 
content  to  Bnbmit  to  the  diminntion  uf  its  pa- 
tronage or  its  power,  even  in  the  hands  of  their 
political  opponents,  I  speak  of  facts.  Bach  a 
case  will  sever  occnr  again.  Nay,  indeed,  in  a 
little  time,  the  sweets  of  power  had  their  effect 
on  one  side  of  the  House,  as  the  frowns  of  ad- 
versity had  npon  the  other;  and  after  awbile, 
the  court  and  country  partiee  as  easily  changed 
udes  as  right  and  left  do  when  a  man  tnms 
npoD  his  be<^. 

Yes,  sir,  the  tone  of  this  Hoaae  was  soon 
changed.  We  ancceeded,  bowerer,  in  the  re- 
daction of  the  Army;  but  I  will  tmat  to  the 
recollection  of  gentlemea,  npon  all  aides  of  the 
Honse,  by  wliat  iostnimentality  this  change 
waa  effected.  The  Commander  of  that  Army 
waa  retained  in  his  poeiUon.  '  I  have  not  leisnr% 
health,  or  Etrengtb,  to  go  into  the  detuls ;  gen- 
tlemen will  remember  tbem.  Meanwhile,  peace 
with  this  country  whs  negotiated  in  France  by 
the  commissioners  sent  by  Mr.  Adama,  and  was 
fbllowed  np  very  soon  afterwards  by  the  short 
respite  that  the  tmce  of  Amiena  gave  to  Euro- 
pean combatants,  wearied  rather  than  satiated 
with  slaughter.  These  events  placed  this  oonn- 
t^  in  tbe  happiest  condition.  Of  the  proceeds 
of  the  direct  and  internal  taiee  voted  by  the 
predecessorsof  theadministratioQof  Mr.  Jeffer- 
■on,  one  moiety  at  least  came  into  the  Treasnry 
after  their  dismissal  &om  office.  Bot  these 
proceeds  were  not  neoesaary  to  give  an  overflow 
of  money  into  the  Treasarj,  which  we  never 
ceased  to  have  nntdl  we  departed  fhim  thoee 
prinoiples  of  government  and  that  policy  which 
brought  ns  into  power.  We  sailed  on  for  some 
time  in  the  fail  tide  of  saooessfnl  experiment, 
imobstructed  by  sqaalls  or  adverse  gtues,  if  we 
except  only  the  Yazoo  lireeie.  That  qaestion 
waa,  if  I  forget  not,  the  first  oanse  of  a  breach 
between  those  persons  who  had  a  direct  lead  in 
the  Government  of  the  country.  Xhare  were 
men  who  did  not  hesitate,  in  opposition  to  all 
tbe  heoda  of  your  Departments,  to  throw  them- 
selves into  the  breach  at  that  time  attempted  in 
the  constitution  of  the  oonnlry,  to  defend  it, 
and  to  de&nd  it  with  Bnocess,    It  appears,  from 
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some  docoinents  that  have  lately  been  laid  apoa 
our  table,  that  errors  of  that  day  have  been 
perceived,  and  that  tender  eonsciencee  whidi  it 
that  tjme  revolted,  are  now  entirely  recoDdkd 
to  the  compromise  which  was  then  stamped 


connderations  of  personal  feeling  which  gave  id 
other  parts  of  tbe  Union,  and  to  certain  irtdt- 
Tidoals  therein,  a  bias  on  that  anbject;  and  I 
shonld  be  extremely  sorry  to  l>e  considered  n 
passing  any  thing  like  general  censure  apon  the 
advocates  c^  that  measure  in  or  out  of  thii 
House.  I  refbr  only,  of  coarse^  to  those  vha 
were  not  parties  concerned  in  the  fraud. 

At  that  time^  sir,  all  was  prceperity  and  joy. 
At  that  time  were  accnmulated  in  the  Treasury 
those  sarplnaea  which,  in  one  year,  nearly 
equalled  tbe  snm  for  which,  in  the  present 
year,  the  revenue  ia  deficient,  Dotwithatanding 
the  loan  of  last  year,  and  to  make  np  wliich  de- 
ficiency tbe  head  of  the  Treasury  has  been  able 
to  devise  no  other  means  than  a  resort  to  new 
loans.  Yes,  Mr,  there  wera  then  those  snrjdiiKS 
in  the  Treasory,  the  ghosts  of  wliich  lingered 
along  its  vaults  for  a  time  after  their  f»rportaI 
bodieadeparted,  and  were  then  beard  of  no  mae. 

Bat  to  proceed.  The  eip«iditut«s  i^  tha 
Government,  during  the  first  foor  years  of  the 
Jefferson  Administration,  excloaive  of  paymeiil* 
on  account  of  the  pnblic  debt,  avenged  only 
eight  millions  of  dollars  a  year.  In  the  four  last 
yeara  of  the  JefTeraon  Admin  btratJon,  those  ei- 
peaditnree  were  very  greatly  increased,  amo^Il^ 
ing  in  the  year  1608,  (tbe  last  of  tbe  fbnrO 
withont  any  increase  of  Army  and  Navy  ex- 
penditures, to  npwarda  of  uiteen  millions  of 
dollara — rivalling  the  expenditures  of  any  ods 
year  of  Mr.  Adams's  war,  and  amountiag  to 
(me-balf  as  much  as  waa  expended  by  the  Fatbtr 
of  his  Country  in  hia  eight  years  of  the  Pres- 
dency,  during  which  be  was  called  upon  to  es- 
tablish pnblic  credit,  to  maintain  a  bloody  In£- 
an  war,  and  to  lay  the  foandaUoo  of  that  oh■^ 
acter  of  integrity  which  tbe  Government  has  m 
long  snstained  abroad,  notwithstanding  the  nui- 
condoot  of  its  mlers.  Yea,  sir,  it  is  a  curiooi 
but  notorious  fact,  that  in  1808  and  1800— and 
I  speak  of  180B,  for,  although  the  preeent  io- 
onmbent  came  into  office  on  the  3d  of  Macrli  of 
that  year,  eipenseg  were  incurred  and  voted  ia 
his  predecessor's  time — the  expenditures  of  tha 
Govemment  outraged  alt  beli«f  when  otHuptred 
with  the  objects  on  which  they  were  lavished. 
And  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  put  to  yon, 
and  to  the  gentleman  on  my  ri^t;  if  it  be  with- 
in the  compass  of  any  man  s  powers  to  detratt 
more  from  the  merit  of  an  admin istrati<n  it 
the  Government  of  tbe  United  States  in  msni^ 
ing  at  least  one  branch  of  the  revenue  than  hM 
been  done  by  that  honorable  gentleman  t  Wh«t 
has  be  saidt  I  wilt  not  repeat  bis  words;  (o 
do  BO  would  be  odiona,  invitUoQa ;  but  I  veQ 
know  if  what  be  did  say  had  come  from  tlw 
other  side  of  the  Honse^  it  would  have  been  Mt 
down  to  the  ranoor  of  party  tspAt;  to  pemud 
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•pleen ;  or  to  want  of  respect  for  the  IVhite 
hoQBe,  or  the  Bed  hooee,  or  some  other  house. 
'What  has  become  of  that  vast  amoimt  of  mooej  1 
Ka  m&a  tnowB ;  and  to  the  beet  of  mj  huowl- 
edge  and  belief  ho  help  me  God,  no  man  will 
ever  know. 

I  fiod,  as  I  ftnticipftted,  &  difBonltj  io  draK- 
giDg  along  my  miserable  bodj,  and  mj  feeble 
mmd,  in  this  discaeaioo ;  a  ilifBcoJty  not  less, 
perhqis,  than  that  of  draoriDg  along  with  me 
the  attention  of  members  ^  this  Uonee.  I  oak 
its  patience,  ita  pardon,  and  its  pitj. 

Hnt  to  continue.  In  this  proaperons  state  of 
our  conntrj,  the  war  in  Earope  waa  renewed, 
or  abont  to  be  renewed.  The  Government  of 
the  TTnited  States  would  Dataralij,  from  the 
aitnation  of  ftfTaira  in  that  qoarldr  of  the  world, 
experience  a  temporarj  diminntion  in  ita  reve- 
nne,  which  it  need  not  feel  or  regard,  becaoae 
it  had  been  enabled  to  make  that  noble  provi- 
aion  for  a  sinking  fiind,  for  legaeoing  the  na- 
tional debt,  for  paring  off  the  mortgagee  on  the 
estate  of  every  man  in  the  oouutr/  and  of  those 
Trho  are  unborn.  It  bad  made  that  noble  pro- 
vuuon,  which  was  attempted  to  be  diverted  to 
the  necessities  created  hj  the  policy  of  the  last 
fonr  years  of  Jefferson's  Administration,  and 
the  actual  diveraon  of  which,  I  believe,  was 
the  first  act  of  this  Administration.  It  had 
made  that  appropriation  of  eight  millions  of 
dollars  for  a  unking  fund,  not  to  be  touched 
for  any  other  purpose,  and  which,  at  the  time 
of  the  appropriation,  no  man  dared  to  believe 
wonld  be  gambled  away. 

The  war  in  Europe  brought  to  this  country, 
among  other  birds  of  passage,  a  ravenous  flock 
of  neutralized  carriers,  wbidt  int«rpoged  the 
Sag  of  nenlrality,  not  only  between  the  prop- 
erty, bnt  even  botween  the  persons  of  the  two 
belligerent  powers;  and  it  was  their  clamor 
principally,  aided  bj  the  representationa  of 
those  of  onr  mercbanta  who  saw  and  wished  to 
participate  in  the  gains  of  sncb  a  commeroe, 
that  the  first  step  was  taken  in  that  policy  of 
restriction,  which  it  was  Ihon  foreeeen  wonid 
lead  to  the  disastrons  condition  in  which  we 
now  find  onrMlvea.  Yea,  it  was  then  foreseen 
and  foretold.  Vbat  was  then  prophesied  is 
now  history.  It  is  so.  "Tun,"  said  the  prophet, 
"  are  proepering  beyond  all  human  example. 
You,  favontes  of  Almighty  God,  whUa  all  the 
net  of  the  world  are  aooorged,  and  rftvaged, 
and  desolated  by  war,  are  abost  to  enter  into  a 
policy  called  ^tvmUine  of  war ;  a  policy  which 
oomea  into  this  Hoase  in  the  garb  of  peace,  hnt 
which  mast  end  in  war."  And  in  war  it  ha* 
ended.  Yea,  sir,  we  have  been  tortored,  fretted, 
goaded,  nntjl  at  last,  like  some  poor  man  driven 
from  his  family  by  discord  at  nome,  who  saja 
to  himself,  "any  thins,  even  exile,  is  b«tter 
than  this,"  wo  have  soia  that  we  will  take  war; 
we  will  take  any  thing  for  a  change.  And 
when  war  came^  what  said  the  people?  Th«i/ 
mii,  "  any  thing  for  a  change  t " 

At  that  time  circumstances  occarred,  and  I 
liope  the  HoDse  will  pardon  me  for  allading  to 
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them.  It  is  absolntely  necessary  that  I  should 
do  BO.  They  have  been  spoken  of  by  others 
before  me ;  they  were  at  the  time,  and  have 
been  since,  detailed  in  the  meet  solemn  manner 
on  the  floor  of  this  body.  A  deninl  of  them 
has  been  challenged  and  never  received.  At 
that  time,  I  repeat,  circumstanoea  occnrred 
which  made  it  raj  dnty  to  oppose  the  projects 
of  the  Executive  Government  of  thia  cooutrj 
in  ita  relations  with  foreign  powers. 

At  that  time  nothing  that  the  ^lanith  Gov- 
ernment could  do,  not  even  the  invasion  of  oar 
own  territory,  not  even  the  capture  and  carry- 
ing o^  not  from  our  decks,  but  onr  soil,  a 
portion  of  our  citizens,  coold  rouse  this  HonM 
to  a  spirit  which  would,  in  mj  judgment,  have 
comported'  not  only  with  its  honor,  bnt  was 
abeolntety  indispensable  to  its  dignity.  We 
were  wanting  in  the  sasertios  of  the  righM  of 
our  own  country  over  its  soil  aod  Jarisdiction, 
by  which  assertion,  then,  we  might  have  averted 
the  calamities  which  have  since  befallen  tu; 
but  a  prqjeot  for  that  purpose,  reaomineoded  by 
the  committee  to  whom  that  subject  was  re- 
ferred, did  not  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
House.  And  from  that  day  and  date,  the  black 
cload  haa  thickened  over  ns ;  has  become  more 
and  more  dense.  From  that  day  and  date, 
have  we  departed  from  those  counsels — in  my 
humble  judgment^  at  least/~from  those  princi- 
ples, adherence  to  which  had  indnced  the  people 
of  the  United  States  to  clothe  ns  with  their 
power  and  confidence. 

What  have  we  done  dnce !  From  that  day, 
with  a  short  interruption,  the  policy  of  thia 
Government  haa  actually  subserved,  as  far  as  it 
could,  the  purposes  of  IVimee.  I  speak  of 
&cls;  of  facts  susoeptible  of  proof  which  may 
be  felt,  seen,  touched,  hesrd,  and  understood 
b;  all  except  those  too  indolent  to  examine 
them,  ortoo  ignorant  tor  the  light  of  tmUi  to 
have  any  effect  upon  their  nnderstandings.  I 
say,  sir,  that  the  pohoy  of  this  Government  haa, 
irom  tiiat  tjme,  anbeerved  the  pnrpoeee  of 
France.  And  how  do  I  prove  iti  Why,  air, 
by  way  of  meeting  the  French  decrees,  which 
prohibit  to  us  all  intercourse  with  Great  Britun, 
we  cut  t^  tbe  intercourse  between  ns  and 
the  whole  world.  We  virtually  held  out  to 
our  great  commercial  cities — to  Boston,  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Charleston 
— the  same  language  as  Bonaparte  had  held  to 
his  own  cities :  "I  know  that  yon  are  suffering, 
and  unhappy ;  that  the  grass  is  growing  in  yonr 
streets ;  that  the  ships  at  yonr  wharves  are  rot- 
ting, until  they  are  fit  only  for  fnol ;  that  your 
trade  is  dwindling  only  to  nothing ;  but  what 
is  all  that  to  mj  coounental  system?  What 
ore  a  few  seaport  towns — enterprising,  wealthy, 
and  prosperona.  as  indeed  they  are — what  ore 
they,  compared  to  my  continental  system!" 
And,  sir^  what  was  our  "restrictive"  system  t 
Similar  in  point  of  effect — certainly  cotempo- 
raneons  in  point  of  time — to  Bonaparte's  "con- 
tinental system."  Sir,  it  is  a  matter  susceptible 
of  demonstration,  if  I  poteeaaed  the  physical 
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power  to  go  throoKb  with  it,  that  tli«  nrBtem 
reoommended  bj  the  then  Preddent  of  tbe 
United  Statei,  of  laying  an  embargo  on  bU  ships 
and  vessels  in  oar  ports,  for  the  porpoae  of 
"keeping  in  soTetj  theee  essential  resonroes," 
took  place  in  conseqnenoe  of  a  oommaiiioation 
from  oar  Minister  in  Paris  to  this  Government, 
tiansmiitiiig  certain  ooneepondenoe  of  his  with 
tbe  French  Government.  And  althongh  in  tbe 
message  to  both  Uooses  of  Congreee,  recom- 
mending the  measure,  tbe  President  does  use 
the  term  "belligerent  powers,"  1  do  attest  the 
foct,  and  I  call  npon  other  gentlemea,  who 
know  it,  to  attest  it  also,  that,  while  the  mee- 
•age pnrpoeelj  referred  to  both  "belligerents," 
not  one  scrip  of  manuscript  relating  to  the 
other  "  belligerent "  accompanied  that  meaeage ; 
nor  was  there  any  tliins  contained  in  that  mee- 
•age  relating  to  that  "  oelligerent,"  but  a  ecr^ 
from  an  English  paper,  about  the  size  of  a 
tqnare  of  its  columan,  containing  some  ^lecnla- 
tJODS  of  a  London  editor  j  and  I  say  that  there 
did  not  eiist  in  this  Ilonee,  nor  in  this  nation — 
if  there  did,  let  the  evidence  be  produced — any 
knowledge  of  Uie  eiidtence  of  the  order*  iu 
OoonciL,  which  have  been  put  forward  as  justi- 
fying the  embargo.  If  their  eiistenoehad  been 
known  at  the  time,  wonld  the  President  in  bia 
meesoge  recommending  an  emboigo  have  failed 
to  notice  the  fact?  Would  he  not  have  nsed  it 
as  one  of  the  strongoirt  indaeementa  to  the  adop- 
tion of  this  syslera  ?  Woald  those  "orders" 
not  have  been  published  in  the  Nationd  Intel- 
ligencer, which  is  considered — and  certainly  not 
without  caose,  in  view  of  certain  tilings  which 
we  have  lately  seen  in  it — to  be  the  Court 
paper!  Produce  the  National  Intelligencer  of 
that  date ;  there  is  not  one  sjllable  to  be  found 
in  it  concerning  the  Orders  in  Council.  No, 
sir,  in  his  message  on  the  oecasion  referred  to, 
the  President  did  not  produce  anr  actt  of  the 
"  l>elligerents  "  referred  to,  but  only  the  corra- 
Bpondence  between  General  Armstrong,  our 
Minister  at  Paris,  and  that  Government,  on  the 
anbject  of  the  construction  of  one  of  its  first 
decrees.  It  was  in  consequence  of  the  more 
recent  decrees  of  Fnmce,  and  not  of  tlie  British 
Orders  in  Council,  that  tbe  embargo  was  recom- 
mended and  laid.  And  yet,  in  tbe  discossion 
which  came  off  on  that  measure,  it  was  repre- 
■ented  as  a  weapon  against  England,  whicli 
would  be  more  efficient  than  any  war,  and 
must  bring  her  to  our  feet:  it  would  give  effect 
to  the  object  which  Bonaparte  liad  in  view,  of 
destroying  her  by  consumption,  b;  cutting  her 
off  from  the  oorainerce  of  the  world.  Although 
I  state  these  facta,  I  know  that  it  may  be 
proven — and  I  am  sorry  ibM  it  can— by  refer- 
ence to  the  journals  of  this  House,  and  br  a 
report,  too,  of  an  honorable  and  respectaoie 
committee  of  this  House,  that  the  embargo  was 
designed  to  obviate  the  effects  of  the  Orders  '~ 
Council. 

But,  sir,  it  is  indisputably  true,  that  there 
was  no  mention  in  the  embargo  message  of  those 
Orders  in  Oouucil — no  allusion  to  them 
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bate  npon  it — no  knowledge  of  them  at  tbe  thne 
that  the  embargo  law  was  passed,  that  can  be 
proven  by  anj  docnnient  whatsoerer  entitled 
to  the  least  respect ;  and  I  will  even  go  so  tar  as 
to  allow  OS  evidence  the  authority  of  any  news- 
paper. The  members  of  that  committee  had 
neard  so  much  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  and 
the  effect  that  it  was  pretended  that  the  tan- 
hwgo  would  have  upon  them,  that  in  their  re- 
port, speaking  of  them,  they  absolutely  trans- 
posed canse  and  effect.  It  is  unfortnua'e  that  it 
should  be  so;  but  it  is  nevertheless  true. 
Events  subsequent  to  the  period  to  whicli  I 
have  now  brought  myself  have  been  detailed  in 
this  debate  in  a  manner  bo  clear,  so  tncid,  OO 
convincing,  by  two  honorable  gentlemen  frmn 
New  York,  that  there  is  no  need  of  my  t«pe«t- 
iug  the  narrative  .*  but  I  must  be  permitted  to 
say  that  the  statement  made  yesterday  by  a 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Ur.  Euott,)  vQl 
be  refuted  when  Euclid  shall  come  to  be  con- 
sidered a  shallow  sophist,  and  not  before.  Hj 
honorable  friend  from  the  same  State,  who 
spoke  a  few  days  ago,  called  upon  gentlemen  to 
handle  that  part  of  the  Butt)ect-~the  revocation 
of  the  Berlm  and  Milan  decrees,  and  the  in- 
veiglement thereby  of  this  country  into  a  war 
with  England — in  a  manner  more  able  than,  be 
was  pissed  to  say,  he  himself  had  done  it. 
Tlie  attempt  to  do  this  would,  indeed,  be  to 
gild  refined  gold,  to  paint  the  lily,  to  add  to  the 
perfume  of  the  violet — in  all  cases  a  most  ridi- 
cnloui  and  wasteftU  excess.  And  yet,  sir,  the 
situation  iu  which  I  unhappily  stand,  anil  in 
which  it  was  my  lot  to  stand  at  the  cottcloaoa 
of  the  last  session  .of  Congress,  compels  me  to 
say  a  word  on  this  subject.  You  will  remem- 
ber, sir,  that  it  was  my  misfortune,  during  tbe 
first  session  of  this  Congress,  to  oppose  the  at- 
tempt to  impress  upon  this  House  and  tbe  na- 
tion certain  most  preposterous,  absurd,  and 
false  propositions;  fur  the  temerity  of  which 
effort  1  came  under  the  censore — implied,  at 
least,  if  not  to  aay  direct — of  this  honorable 
body.  The  contrary  propositions,  which  I  un- 
dertook to  maintain,  were,  first,  that  tlie  BMiin 
and  Milan  decrees  were  not  repealed  on  the 
first  of  November,  1810,  and  that  the  only  evi- 
dence of  sny  Each  repeal,  up  to  that  date,  was 
the  Pre*idenC*  J'roelaToatica  of  the  seoond  of 
that  month ;  and  secondly,  that  the  British  Or- 
ders in  Conncil  did,  in  point  of  fact,  establish  no 
serious  iusormouatable  obstacle  to  negotiation 
between  that  Government  and  the  United 
States.  Why,  sir,  I  shall  not  here  go  into  any 
argument  on  this  poiut ;  if  I  had  the  ability,  I 
have  not  the  will ;  and,  if  I  bad  tbe  will,  I  faave 
not  the  ability.  Nor  can  it  be  necessary,  when 
tbe  Emperor  of  France  himself  comes  into 
court,  and  cannot  r^ect  his  own  authority,  as 
borne  in  his  own  laws.  Yes,  sir,  he  did  come 
forth,  and,  in  his  antedated  decree  of  the  SSth 
of  April,  1811 — though  it  UD questionably  ongbt 
to  bear  dale  full  twelve  months  later — does,  in 
the  most  offensive  of  all  possible  ways,  estab- 
lish the  fact,  not  only  that  the  Berlin  aad  Uilan 
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decrees  were  not  repealed  (as  a1L  the  world 
knew  except  the  President  of  the  United  States) 
on  the  fint  of  November.  1810,  but  that  thej 
were  in  his  mind  when  ne  iaened  his  decree, 
dated  iiStfa  April,  1811.  Thej  were  repealed, 
finallj,  in  ooDseqnence — of  what!  Ca  yonr 
doing  that  which  for  ^eara  be  had  been  at- 
tempdng,  hj  menaoe  and  blandishment,  to  in- 
dnce  TOD  to  do — that  is  to  saj,  embark  in  war 
with  England,  taking  udes  with  Franoe,  "  cans- 
ing,"  as  the  phrase  was,  "out  flag  to  be  re- 
spected  : "  And  this,  too,  after  joiir  havtog 
posted  np  in  the  ledger  of  this  Hoase  that  war 
with  one  of  the  "  beUigerentii "  was  equivalent 
to  Bobmission  to  the  ot£er  1 

M;  other  proposition  was,  tliat  the  Orders  in 
Council  coDstitDtad  no  insnrmouDtable  obstacle 
to  nef^otiation  between  this  country  and  Great 
BritAtn.  And  what  waa  the  (act  in  regard  to 
them  t  Wby,  tbat  almost  at  the  time  that  this 
position  was  taken  on  this  floor — a  fbw  weeks 
only  thereafter — the  Orders  in  Gonncil  were  re- 


boriona,  nnsnspectiog,  kind-hearted,  eonfidiug, 
generons,  and  Jost  people — had  the  fact  been 
known  that  the  Frenoh  decrees  were  not  re- 
pealed, and  that  the  Orders  in  Council  teere  re- 
pealed, whether  any  man,  in  any  station,  would 
have  bad  the  confidence  to  propose  a  declara- 
tdon  of  war  against  England,  taking  part  against 
ber.  and  mding  with  France  in  the  oonfliot  in 
which  those  nations  are  engaged? 

And,  whilst  I  am  npon  this  subject,  permit 
tne  to  say,  suppose  the  proposition  wbicb  was 
repeatedly  nude — in  more  than  one  instance 
by  the  person  who  is  now  addressing  yon,  and 
supported  with  the  greatest  ability  by  gentJe- 
meu  on  the  other  side  of  the  Hoose — to  post- 
pone our  declaration  of  war  against  Great  Brit- 
on until  the  autumn,  when  we  might  be  in 
Bome  state  of  preparation  and  readiness  for  it 
— had  succeeded,  what  would  have  been  the 
consequence!  At  this  time  we  should  have 
been  at  peace ;  we  should  have  been  lying  se- 
onre  in  that  snug  safe  haven  of  neutrality,  in 
which  the  good  sense  of  the  greatest  and  best 
men  of  this  country  have  always  attempted  to 
moor  the  public  uiip.  ^tne,  where  are  we ! 
And  shall  this  war  be  called  a  popular  war ;  a 
war  of  the  people ;  a  war  called  for  by  the  pub- 
lic voice,  into  which  this  country  has  been 
plnnged,  not  more  by  the  agency  of  the  itiends 
of  (^vemment  thui  of  its  enemies,  in  the 
hope  of  the  latter  tliat  this  Administration 
would  nuk  and  founder  In  it,  and  they  rise  to 

K^M  thereupon  t  Is  it  possible  that  tliat  can 
deemed  a  war  of  the  people,  a  popular  war, 
which  has  enabled  a  gentleman  known  to  be 
of  the  most  respectable  connections,  and  pos- 
sessed, I  believe,  of  considerable  talebt — bat 
who,  pnt  in  competition  with  the  veteran  poli- 
tician now  at  the  helm  of  Government,  is  but 
a  boy  in  politics — a  person  whose  pretensions 
are  so  extremely  inferior,  to  rival  'Uie  present 
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Chief  Magistrate  in  the  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  for  a  time,  as  yon  know,  make  bim 
tremble  for  his  re-election)  It  is,  however, 
some  consolation  to  reflect  that,  in  all  tree  Gov- 
ernments,  the  public  voice  will  sooner  or  later 
be  heard  upon  all  their  measures,  and  in  con* 
demnaUon  of  those  which  the  opinion  of  that 
public  detests  and  execrates.  This  is  a  great 
law  of  politica ;  it  is  to  the  political  what  gravi- 
tation IS  to  the  physical  world ;  it  cannot  be 
coonteracted.  Statesmen  know  it,  feel  it ;  they 
do  not  reason  to  it,  but  from  it ;  they  never  lose 
Mght  of  it,  but  are  guided  by  it  in  all  their 
measures.  And  those  of  as  who  live  to  see  the 
next  Congress,  will  live  to  see  the  effects  of  that 
law  In  this  House, 

Sir,  we  have  passed  so  many  laws,  we  have 
had  BO  many  objects  for  enticing  the  belliger- 
ents on  the  one  hand  and  coerciue  them  on  the 
other,  and  enticing  and  coercing  thent  together, 
that  I  feel  some  little  difficulty,  in  the  present 
state  of  my  brain,  in  referring  to  tbeui  by  title 
or  date ;  but  it  is  the  law  passed  on  this  subject, 
in  consequence  of  which  the  celebrated  letter 
of  the  Ist  of  August  of  the  Duo  de  Cadore  was 
written,  to  which  1  desire  most  particularly  to 
refer.  If,  after  the  proclamation  of  the  Preri- 
dent  of  the  United  States  of  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber thereafter,  issued  in  consequence  of  that 
letter,  revoking  so  much  of  our  non-intercourse 
law  as  related  to  France,  an  unbroken  warfare 
being  kept  up  by  France  on  our  coromeroe-Hi 
fact  as  notorions  as  the  existence  of  any  &ct  in 
nature — was  tt  not  good  cause  for  reinstating 
the  law  in  relation  to  France,  and  potting  ber 
on  her  ancient  ground  t  Then  I  would  be  glad 
to  know,' for  one,  whether  our  continuing  at 
war  with  England  was  any  better  cause  for 
keeping  up  the  interdiction  in  relation  to  ber, 
after  she  had  revoked  her  Orders  in  Councilt 
In  other  words,  it  being  admitted  by  gentlemen 
on  one  side,  as  it  has  been  contended  by  gentle- 
men on  the  other,  that  the  revocation  of  the 
Orders  in  Council  by  Great  Britain  was  such  ■ 
one  as  did  satisfy  uie  terms  of  the  non-inter* 
course  act,  what  was  the  reason  tbat  the  proc- 
lamation required  by  our  law  in  such  case  did 
not  iasne  I  Why,  sir,  the  state  of  war  t«tween 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  being  of- 
ffensive  on  our  part— being  of  our  own  making 
— was  held  to  be  a  canse  why  we  cannot  exe- 
cute our  law  as  relates  to  her.  Now,  whilst 
the  continued  war  upon  us  by  France,  by  seii- 
ures  of  OUT  merchant  veesds  and  their  cai^oes, 
is  not  considered  an  olwtaole  to  its  eieontioa 
in  regard  to  her,  is  it  not  as  clear  as  the'noon- 
day  sun,  that  if  the  making  of  war  by  France 
on  the  United  States  did  not  constitute  any 
good  cause  for  withholding  thtf  revocation  as 
to  her,  when  she  professed  to  have  repealed  her 
Berlin  and  Uilau  decrees,  there  was  no  reason 
why  it  should  not  have  been  extended  to  Great 
Britain  also,  when  she  aotnaUy  repealed  her 
Orders  in  Oonn<dl ) 

I  am  extremely  at  a  loss  to  say  whether  roy 
my  memory,  my  imagination,  or  my 
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jtct ;  J  fear  that  the^  maj  ful  me.  But  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  conceded,  on  all  handa,  that  1^ 
after  the  reTocatioa  of  the  BritiBh  Orders  in 
Oounoil,  the  Preeideot  of  the  United  Sulee  had, 
U  he  honorably  might  have  done,  made  that 
repeal  the  basis  of  negotiation  with  Great  Brit- 
on, then  is  not  a  man  in  thia  conntrr — cer> 
tainlj  then  la  atme  among  hie  admirers  and 
•dherente— who  wonU  not  have  btdled  him  as 
the  reetorer  of  the  peace  and  proeperity  of  the 
country,  which  had  been  ao  idty  (I  had  almost 
aaid  BO  wickedly)  distarbed.  But,  regartUtas 
of  ererr  coiueqnenoe,  we  went  into  war  with 
Englanil  aa  an  inconsiderate  eonple  go  into 
m^rimony,  withont  conudering  whether  tbej 
have  the  meant  of  aastaiuing  tbeir  own  exiet- 


The  lacri&ce  waa  made.  The  blood  of  Chris- 
tiana enjoying  the  prlvil^^  of  Jnry  trial,  of 
the  writ  of  kabeat  eorpvM,  of  the  freedom  of 
conscience,  of  the  bleeaings  of  civil  liberty, 
citiiens  of  the  last  Republic  that  ambition  has 
left  upon  tbe  face  of  a  desolate  earth — the 
blood  of  Hueh  a  people  was  ponred  out  aa  an 
atonement  to  tbe  Moloch  of  France.  The  Jag* 
gemaot  of  India  is  said  to  smile  when  it  sees 
the  blood  flow  from  tbe  hnman  aacrifice  which 
iU  worehip  exacts;  the  Emperor  of  France 
might  now  smile  opon  ns.  Bat  no,  sir,  onr 
miserable  ofiericig  is  spnmed.  The  French 
monarcb  turns  hia  nose  and  his  eyes  another 
way.  He  snnSi  on  the  pluns  of  Uoeoow  a 
thonsand  hecatombs,  waiting  to  be  sacrlSeed 
on  the  shrine  of  his  ambition  ;  and  the  city  of 
the  Cxars,  the  lamat  In  the  world,  is  to  be  at 
once  the  altar  and  the  fire  of  sacrifice  to  his 
miserable  ambition.  And  what  injary  has  the 
Emperor  of  Ruma  done  to  himt  For  what 
was  he  contending?  For  national  existence; 
for  a  bare  existence ;  for  himself  and  the  peo- 
ple who  are  subject  to  his  sway.  And  what, 
air,  are  jon  doingi  Virtnally  fitting  tbe  bat- 
tles of  liis  foes ;  enrrendering  yourself  to  the 
Tiews  of  his  adversary,  witlionC  a  plea — with- 
out any  thing  to  Jostily  yonr  becoming  the  vic- 
tims of  his  blasting  ambition. 

Yes,  sir,  after  having  fbr  years  attempted  to 
drive  ns  by  menace  into  war  with  England, 
when  he  has  seen  ns  fairly  embarjied  in  it,  and 
the  champions  of  bnman  rights  bleeding  in  his 
oanse,  the  Bnter  of  France  has  turned  with 
contempt  from  vonr  reclamations ;  he  has  left 
jonr  Minister,  who  was  charged  with  those  re- 
clamations, to  follow  him  in  bis  Rassian  oam- 
pdgn,  to  whip  np  his  Jaded  Peffaasns,  and,  trav- 
elling at  his  heels,  to  overtake  him  if  he  can.* 

For  theise  injuries  and  insults  what  atonement 
has  been  model  What  satisfaction  has  been 
reoeived  for  your  plnndered  property?  And 
what  is  the  relation  in  which  yon  stand  to 
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France!  At  this  moment,  when  it  is  weQ 
known  that  it  would  not  require  one  addiliaBal 
man  in  the  army  or  navy  to  make  good,  in  Ibe 
eye  of  nations,  voar  character  as  an  independ- 
ent and  high-fpirited  people,  jon  are  prostrate 
at  the  feet  of  yonr's  and  the  world's  nndott. 
la  there  any  thing  yet  wanting  to  fill  up  tbe 
fnll  measore  of  injaatice  yoa  have  snstauwdl 
Gentlemen  on  all  sides  are  obliged  to  admit  that 
the  provocation  which  we  have  received  from 
France  is  ample;  that  the  enp  of  it  is  ovnflmt- 
ing.  And  yet,  what  ia  onr  Mtnadmi  in  relation 
to  that  destroyer  of  mankind — faim  who,  de- 
vising death  to  all  that  live,  sita  like  a  oonno- 
rant  im  the  tree  of  life ;  who  cannot  be  glutted, 
nor  tired,  with  human  carnage ;  the  impersooa- 
tion  of  death  ;  himaelf  an  incarnate  death! 

All  this,  I  say,  does  prove — and  if  it  does  not 
I  call  on  gentlemen  to  disprove  the  fact-r-thit 
there  is  a  difference  in  the  standard  by  whieh 
we  measure  French  a^resraons  and  the  tg- 
msaionB  of  any  othw  people  under  tbe  sna. 
When  Spain  was  the  ally' of  France  she  wu — 
what?  She  was  seonre  from  onr  indiguatioo. 
There  was  not  a  murderer,  a  barbsrian,  in  ill 
onr  Western  wilderness  that  was  not  safe  under 
the  Spani^  cloak.  For  why  I  Because  the 
King  of  Spain,  such  as  he  was — for  be  wore 
only  the  semblance  of  a  crown — was  in  iIB- 
ance  with  France ;  and  he  most  not  bo  toudied. 

Bat  what  has  Betohttiotutry  Spain  donel 
What  offence  has  she  committed  against  France  I 
That  she  is  not  only  helpless,  deatitnte  of  re- 
sources,  nnahle  lo  return  a  blow,  but,  above  ill, 
id  coveted  by  France,  are  conaderations  which 
cannot  justify,  on  the  part  of  France,  condnct 
towards  her  more  infamons  than  that  of  tbe 
English  at  Copenhagen — conduct  cowanHy  a 
it  b  nnprincipled.  But,  wr,  I  forewarn  genlk- 
men  of  the  Southern  country~~I  do  beaeedi 
them,  with  a  sincerity  which  no  man  can  hs'S 
a  right  to  question — to  beware  how  tbey  trans- 
fer the  theatre  of  war  from  the  rocks  and  smui 
of  Canada  to  the  sand-hills,  the  rice-fields,  the 
tobacco  plantations  of  the  Southern  Stitts. 
For  them  ia  think  of  volnntarilj  consenting  to 
make  that  r^on  the  theatre  of  the  war,  wotdd 
ooropel  me  to  believe  that  they  are  on  the  vtfge 
of  that  madness  which  precedes  the  destructlM 
of  all  doomed  by  Heaven  to  perish. 

Sir,  I  have  Just  touched,  with  tremUlng  and 
faltering  hand,  some  of  the  preliminary  idM> 
vations  which  I  had  intended,  at  some  time  er 
other,  to  make,  into  which  1  have  now  bea 
prematnreiy  forced  to  enter,  not  more  nnei- 
pectedly  than  unavoidably,  by  the  strange  tun 
which  this  debate  has  taken. 

There  are  two  other  points — for,  in  mSftfi 
to  the  Orders  of  OonnciL  T  shall  not  say  a  wud 
about  them — upon  which  I  am  very  anxious  to 
offer  myself  to  yonr  attention :  the  one  the  cd- 
ehrated  point  of  Impressment,  which,  Ihoi^ 
it  has  been  very  ably  handled,  is  not  yet  vs.- 
bausted :  the  other  the  Indian  war  on  our  West- 
ern border.  And  I  also  wish  to  say  something 
on  tbe  subject  of  n^otiatirai.    In  ibe  niidit  at 
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a  war  with  one  of  the  greateat  powers  of  En- 
rope,  whj  ghunld  the  gleam  of  the  tomahawk 
and  the  Bcalping-knife,  the  oriee  of  mttasaored 
-women  and  children  reaching  oar  aare — whj 
should  theee  fright  us  from  onr  proprietj  f 
Wh^,  we  are  told  the  Indians  of  the  West  have 
been  stirred  up  to  war  with  na  by  Britiah 
sgenta.  But  what  U  the  fiictt  That  we  hare 
Eo  Indlao  war,  bat  a  war  of  onr  own  aeeking, 
Bs  1  have  already,  in  the  coarse  of  this  aefluon, 
r«ad  to  7on  cert^  proot^ ;  and  I  will  now  give 

KD  another.  It  ii  this:  It  is  agreed  on  all 
nds — no  man  has  attempted  to  diapnt«  it — 
that,  in  the  affair  of  the  battle  of  Ti^pecanoej 
the  commander  and  the  officers  disUngaiahed 
themselves  by  the  greatest  gaUantrj.  How 
has  it  happened,  then,  that  while  we  have  been 
fteelj  votinj;  medals  to  tho»e  gallant  offlceri  of 
Qor  navy  who  have  distingaished  Ihemselvea 
on  the  ooean — and  I  hope  we  shall  vote  them 
Bomething  more  substantial — not  a  whisper  has 
been  heard  in  reladon  to  those  who  have  been 
engaged  in  thia  expedition  against  the  Indians  t 
The  snt^eot  has  not  been  even  inqnired  into. 

Do  woknow,  Btthiamoment,asaL^ialatnre, 
the  oanses  of  that  disastroos  bn^inesB — I  oaU  it 
BO  from  its  ooQseqaences — or  bj  whose  anthor- 
ity  this  war  was  made  ?  Or,  is  it  come  to  this : 
that  (lovemora  of  onr  Territories  are  to  con- 
rider  themselves  as  bo  manj  Haatinga  and  Wel- 
leitlej'B  of  onr  country,  and  that,  while  the;  do 
not  involve  oa  in  war  with  Christians  like 
themselves,  they  maf  go  to  any  extent  in  ex- 
terminating the  Sed  Barbarians  here  as  in  the 
East  Indies  QoTemora  and  Procousnla  of  the 
Britiah  Government  do  there  in  regard  to  nn- 
oivilixed  powers  of  that  qoorter  of  the  globe  I 
Is  it  discovered  that  onr  Territorial  Governors 
may  at  pleasore  invade  the  territory  of  other 
nations — for,  inconriderable  and  contemptible 
though  they  be,  the  Indian  tribes  an  nationa — 
iu  like  manner  that  the  British  authorities  make 
war  npoii  those  nations  of  the  Eaett  Tes,  air, 
not  only  is  thb  a  war  of  onr  own  seeking— not 
only  we  had  it  in  oar  power  to  keep  the  peace 
— but  in  the  country  which  was  the  scene  of 
the  battle,  and  in  the  adjacent  country,  it  waa 
the  most  Jiopalar  war  ever  waged.  The  frontier 
people  of  Uiis  oonntry  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  oriving  the  heathen  before  them ;  and  to 
them  the  chase  of  the  deer,  the  elk,  and  the  an- 
telope, is  not  BO  grateful  as  that  of  the  red  men 
they  hunt.  I  believe  that  It  is  the  canse  of  se- 
rious r^ret  to  many  of  the  people  of  the  Vest 
that  there  is  now  no  longer  any  motive  to  drive 
them  ^m  their  lands.  As  to  the  B«d  Uen, 
the  Big-Knives  have,  without  any  foreign 
prompting  or  instigation,  driven  them  off  from 
a  conntry  more  extensive  than  that  over  which 
tbo  Emperor  of  France  wields  his  aoeptre-  So 
I  pnt  aside  this  item  of  Indian  war  altogether 
as  a  matter  of  acoonnt  in  the  list  of  onr  griev- 
ances against  the  Britiah  Qovomment.  There 
is  not  a  shadow  of  foundation  for  believing  that 
these  Indians  were  or  could  have  been  instiga- 
ted to  take  up  the  hatohet  against  na  until  hoa- 
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tile  arms  had  been  tak«i  up  agunst  them. 
When  driven  to  the  wall  they  most  fight  or  die 
— the  last  alternative  lelt  to  them — for  which 
nobody  can  blame  them. 

It  was,  sir,  a  saying  of  one  of  the  beat  men 
who  ever  wrote,  in  correspondence  with  a 
friend,  that  he  bad  no  time  to  write  a  ^ort«r 
letter ;  and  I  con  troly  say  that  I  have  not  timt 
to  deliver  a  shorter  speech.  I  know  that  this 
question  will  be  taken  to-day,  for  I  have  been 
BO  admonished;  and  my  own  very  severe  and 
sudden  indisposition,  which  I  am  almost  ashamed 
to  name,  will  compel  me  to  detain  your  atten- 
tion much  longer  than  under  other  oircumstau- 
ces  wonld  have  been  the  case. 

A  word,  now,  on  the  aobject  of  impressment. 
Our  foreign  trade  had  grown  beyond  the 
oapadty  of  ^ther  onr  tonnage  or  seamen  to 
mamwe.  Onr  meroantile  ntarine  was  an  in- 
fant Hercules;  hut  it  was  overloaded  Iwyond 
its  strength :  the  crop  was  too  abundant  to  be 
gathered  by  our  hands  alone.  The  conseqnencft 
was,  and  a  natural  one  too,  that  not  only  the 
capitalists  flacked  into  our  country  from  abroad 
to  share  in  our  growing  commerce,  but  the 
policy  also  of  onr  Government  was  adapted  to 
it,  and  a  law  was  passed  to  enable  us  to  avail 
oturselves  of  the  aervices  of  British  seamen  and 
seamen  of  other  countries.  And,  in  doing  this, 
we  availed  ourselves  of  the  preteit — which,  u 
long  as  the  countries  to  which  they  belonged 
winked  at  it,  was  fair  for  us  to  use — of  taking 
these  British  seamen  for  Americana.  It  was  in 
1796  that  commenced  the  act,  lo  which  refer- 
ence has  been  mode,  and  that  system  of  "  pro- 
tections," aa  they  were  called,  the  very  mention 
of  whioh,  at  this  day,  oanses  a  burst  of  honest 
indignation  in  the  breast  of  citiEena  whose  ait- 
nation  enables  them  to  asoertun  their  true 
character.  If  these  "protections,"  so  termed, 
have  not  been  forged  all  overEnrope,  it  ia  only 
for  the  reason  that  the  notes  of  a  certain  bank 
of  wbidi  I  have  beard  have  not  been  forged, 
viz :  that,  the  bank  being  broke,  ite  notes  were 
BO  worthless  that  people  would  not  even  ateal 
them.  The  "protections"  are  attwnable  by 
everybody;  by  men  of  all  ages,  countries,  and 
descriptions.  They  are  a  mere  farce.  The  is- 
suing of  them  has  gone  far  to  disgrace  the 
oharaeter  of  the  oountry,  and  has  brought  into 
qneetion  and  jeopardy  the  rights  of  real  Ameri- 
Dan  citizens.  This  qnestion  of  impressment, 
delicate  as  it  has  been  B^d  to  be — diiBcalt  as  in 
one  view  it  certainly  is — is,  of  all  others,  in  my 
Indgment,  the  most  compact.  With  the  gen- 
tleman ft^jm  New  York,  I  will  say  that  the  tide 
of  emigration  has  brought  to  the  shores  of  onr 
oountry  many  moet  valuable  characters  ;  some 
of  them  persona  witb  whom  I  have  the  honor 
of  being  in  habits,  not  only  of  intimaoy,  but 
friend^ip.  I  believe  there  does  not  exist  one 
man  of  tnia  description,  who  comes  bona  Jide 
to  this  country  to  setUe  himself  and  children 
here,  that  wotud  require  you  to  go  to  war  on 
his  aoconuL  And,  sir,  I  believe  that  tbe  bellig- 
erent podtion  itself  In  whioh  yon  now  find 
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TODTBelf  will  reliexe  joQ  in  a  great  degree  of 
thia  evil,  for  jdodj  seamea  wbo  have  ea  loag, 
by  TiTtne  of  these  "protections,"  pasted  them- 
•elvea  off  for  American,  will  find  it  to  be  very 
couFenieot  tobe  PortngQese  or  Swedish  seainen, 
or  searoen  of  tome  other  Stat«  than  the  United 
States — some  State  that  is  not  at  war  with  Eng- 
laod.  Sir,  there  is  a  wide  difference  between 
the  character  of  American  Beaman  and  seamen 
of  every  other  conntry  on  earth.  The  Ameri- 
can seaman  has  a  home  on  the  land,  a  domicfl, 
a  wife  and  children,  to  whom  he  U  attached, 
ta  whom  he  ia  in  the  habit  of  returning  after 
hia  Toyagea ;  with  whom  hespends,  sometiines, 
a  long  vacation  from  the  toils  of  maritime  lifb. 
It  is  not  eo  with  the  seamen  of  other  oonntriea. 
For  the  protection  of  men  of  the  flrn  descrip- 
tion, I  am  dispoaed,  if  ncoessary,  to  ase  the  force 
of  the  conntry,  bat  for  no  other.  I  hiow,  in- 
deed, that  some  gentlemen  who  have  spoken 
mnch  on  the  subject  of  the  principle  of  im- 
pressment, will  tell  yoa  that  tbe  right  to  take 
from  a  nentral  vessel  one  seaman,  lif  carried  to 
its  extent,  involves  a  right  to  talte  any,  or  all 
seamen.  Why,  air,  in  lise  manner,  it  might  be 
argned  that  the  taking  illegally  of  one  vessel  at 
sea  involves  the  right  t«  take  every  vesGel. 
And  yet,  sir,  who  ever  heard  of  two  nations 
going  to  var  ahoot  a  single  case  of  captnre, 
though  admitted  not  to  be  justified  by  the  laws! 
Such  a  cose  never  did  and  never  will  occor. 

Of  one  thing  we  are  certain:  it  rests  Dponno 
doubtful  ground:  that  Great  Britain,  rather 
than  smrender  the  right  of  impresung  Ler  own 
seamen,  will  nail  her  colors  to  the  mast,  and  go 
down  with  them.  And  she  is  right,  becaose, 
when  she  does  surrender  Et,  she  is  Bamson 
ihorn  of  his  strength :  the  Binews  of  her  power 
are  cnt.  I  say  this  openly  in  the  House  of  Eep- 
resentatires ;  and  I  am  not  ccmmnnicating  to 
tbe  enemy  a  secret  of  any  vslne,  because  she  has 
herself  told  us  that  she  can  never  surrender  it. 
She  has  told  ua  so,  not  when  she  stood  in  tbe 
relation  of  an  enemy  toward  ns,  but  in  the  friend- 
ly interconrse  of  the  British  Ministry  with  our 
late  Commissioners  at  London.  Tnm  to  the 
book :  I  wish  the  honorable  gentleman,  if  he 
has  it,  would  for  a  moment  let  me  have  the  nse 
of  it.  You  are  told  in  that  book  that  every  ef- 
fort was  made  by  the  American  Commissioners 
to  effect  a  relaiation  of  this  right ;  that  the 
British  Uinistry  evinced  tbe  eincerest  desire  to 
give  satisfaction  to  them  on  this  point :  hut 
what)  The  Admiralty  was  constUted;  they 
waked  up  ont  of  their  slumbei^  the  Civilians  at 
Doctors'  Commons  to  deliberate  upon  it;  and 
they  came  to  tbe  conclusion  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  conid  not  give  np  that 
ri^ht.  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney,  tbe  Com- 
missioners of  the  United  States  to  negotiate  a 
treaty  withthe  Government  of  GreatBrit^n,  in 
their  correspondence  with  their  own  Govern- 
ment, ^ve  tliis  fact  to  ezcnse  .themselves  for 
failing  to  aocomplish  their  object,  and  to  prove 
that  every  thing  bad  been  done  that  could  be  on 
their  part,  and  eveiy  thing  conceded  on  the  oth- 


er side  that  tbe  most  friendly  dispostkai  eoild 
warrant — and  here  I  do  not  speak  of  nuAed 
friendahip,  bnt  of  real  friendship.  Altbtn^ 
every  thing  possible  bad  been  done,  this  ri^trf 
impressment  of  her  own  seamen  was  a  «u  fu 
non  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain — one  vludi 
would  not,  oonld  not,  most  not,  be  surroidsed. 
And,  sir,  if  this  question  of  the  right  of  iiapn» 
ment  was  one  on  which  we  were  to  go  to  wir 
with  Great  Britain,  we  ought  to  have  gone  to 
war  then;  because  we  were  then  toldlij'  tbi 
highest  anthority  in  that  Government  tint  tin 
was  a  point  which  never  would  be  given  up. 

I  find,  air,  that  I  cannot  trost  my  brokeD  TOM 
io  nad  the  book,  now  that  it  is  in  myhand,b«t 
must  rely  upon  my  rec<^eclion  for  fecta. 

Now,  thia  question  lies  as  I  have  said,  in  i 
very  small  oompan.  The  right  of  Great  Britait 
to  take  her  own  seamen  from  your  merchut 
vemda,  (if  it  be  a  rightO  is  one  which  she  bm 
exercised  ever  since  yon  were  a  People,  wbcnr- 
er  occatdona  for  ita  exercise  have  ocenmd 
Win  you  not  only  go  to  war,  bnt  wage  a  Mhos 
ad  tntertMeinvm  fur  it  ?  Will  you  wage  ao  end- 
less war  of  extermination  for  this  ri^t,  wbtdi, 
yon  have  known  for  two  and  twenty  yean  d 
your  national  existence,  she  win  not  refinqtwiil 
A  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  of  whose  capsritf 
few  men  have  more  rcspoctftil  opanion  thsn  nj- 
Bel£  has  quoted  the  diplomatic  correspondam 
as  far  back  as  1798,  to  show  what  Geoenl 
Wi^HnroTox's  opinioiu  were  on  this  qnestioB 
of  impresBment,  and  this  opinion  of  the  Fttber 
of  his  Oonntry  is  now  held  up  to  tbe  people  of 
the  United  States  for  the  pm'poee  of  enlisClii; 
their  pr^udicce  in  the  conviction  that,  by  in- 
volving Uie  country  in  warfare,  we  are  it  tM) 
moment  treading  in  the  footsteps  of  that  pnit 
man,  and  acting  upon  his  principle?.  }<ottiiiig 
can  be  more  untrue.  To  say  that  the  Trestjoi 
Lonisiana  was  negotiated  two  years  sAer  ibi 
letter  of  instruction  quoted  from  the  Wibhbs- 
TOS  Administration,  and  that  that  treaty  «*- 
tained  no  proviaons  on  (his  point,  is  a  r^v  ii 
full  on  thia  course  of  argument.  But  what  doet 
the  corrc^Mjndence  referred  to  prove  t  Wilt 
every  treaty,  what  every  negotiation,  has  ptx- 
en :  that  England  would  not  give  op  this  ptnot, 
although  she  made  offers  for  guarding  aguii< 
abuse — offers  more  favorable  to  ns  than  our*  to 
her.  And  yet  the  Administration  of  this  Gov- 
ernment have  hod  the  hardihood  or  the  foilj  to 
plunge  the  nation  into  a  war  for  it — for  ■  point 
on  which  General  Washington,  Hr.  Adam.^vld 
Mr,  Jefferson,  men  differing  from  each  other  B 
may  be  in  every  aspect,  had  been  content  to  ne- 
gotiote,  rather  than  go  to  war  for  lis  aweriiMi- 

What  was  the  offer  made  to  our  Govwninat 
by  the  British  Ministry  I  If  I  do  not  forpt, 
their  offer  was  that  they  would  not  imprw 
American  seamen.  Their  offer  to  us  wn  not 
accepted,  but  It  was  beyond  question,  in  pj 
opinion,  more  benefidal  than  the  propoaliia 
which  we  on  that  occauon  mode  to  them. 

But  it  may  be  s^d  that  the  right  of  fttt«> 
cannot  be  endured ;  that  the  protection  d  <W 
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Heg  mOBt  be  held  mviol&te ;  that  if  &  March  of 
our  ubipa  be  pwmitt«d  for  British  seatnen,  thej 
inaj  ActnaUj  take  AniertcaiL  seamen.  Sir,  there 
ii  DO  doubt  of  the  &ot  that  bj  miBtake,  Bome- 
times  perhaps  by  wilfnl  miscondool,  on  the  part 
of  offioen  engaged  in  tbe  search,  such  a  thing 
maj  buipen.  Bat,  should  we  not  think  it  ex- 
ceedinglf  straoge  that  tbe  Diiecondoct  of  an 
officer  of  tbe  American  Government,  in  oue  case 
ia  twenty  if  joa  will,  should  be  a  canse  of  war 
fbr  an;  nation  against  us  t  It  is  one  of  those 
eases  which  does  occur,  and  will  forever  occur, 
to  a  neutral  power,  whenever  a  general  war  is 
lighted  up.  It  is  one  of  tbe  prices  which  this 
oonntrj  has  to  pay  for  ite  rapid  accesslou  of 
wealth,  such  as  is  unheard  of  in  the  annals  of 
an]r  other  nation  but  our  own.  Aodtliia,  sir,  is 
the  state  of  things  in  which  we  have  undertak- 
en, in  children's  language,  to  quarrel  with  onr 
bread  and  bntter;  andtoidentiff  our^ves  with 
one  of  tbe  belligerents  in  a  war  in  which  we 
have  no  proper  concern.  I  will  not  touch  at 
all  the  abstract  qnestion  of  the  right  of  impress- 
ment: it  has  been  so  4naah  more  ablv  bandied 
by  others  that  I  shall  not  say  a  word  about  it. 
I  address  myself  to  tbe  common  sense  of  the 
planter,  the  farmer,  the  agricultarist  of  our 
conntry — are  you  willing  upon  such  grounds  as 
these  to  contione  this  war?  I  have  no  doabt 
what  will  be  thtfir  answer. 

On  these  sabjects  I  have  delivered  tnj  sentl- 
menta  more  than  once  before  in  this  House.  I 
think  of  them  with  horror  as  the  accursed  cause 
of  this  war.  Not  that  tbe  men  who  are  in  power 
are  worse  men  than  other  people,  but  that  they 
have  bron^t  upon  this  land  of  peace  and  free* 
dom  issues  the  end  of  which  it  would  he  impoe- 
rible  for  any  human  being  to  divine. 

One  thing  is  certain,  that  the  right  of  search 
does  practically  exist,  and  has  been  acknowl- 
edged by  all  nations.  The  President  of  the 
IJnited  States  and  his  Secretary  of  State,  aa  great 
maaters  of  the  Law  of  Nations,  will  be  among 
the  flret  to  acknowledge  it ;  they  hatt  acknowl- 
edged it,  and  by  oar  treaties  with  foreign  pow- 
ers, this  country  has  heretofore  acknowledged 
it,  so  fiu-  as  concerns  the  right  to  search  for  con- 
traband goods  and  enemj's  property.  Suppose 
that  there  are  notorious  abuses  under  tbisright: 
should  we  bejustified  in  declaring  that  no  search 
whatever  of  our  merchant  vessels  shall  be  al- 
lowed? There  is  no  doubt  that,  under  the  color 
of  the  right  of  search — for  I  am  advocating  its 
lawful  purposes  only — abuses  have  been  com- 
mitted on  neutrals ;  and  as  long  as  men  exist  it 
win  be  so.  The  liability  to  abuse  of  this  right 
is  the  price  which  neutrals  pay  for  the  advan- 
tages which  they  derive  ttom  their  neutrality ; 
and  I  shoidd  like  to  know  whether  it  would  be 
for  me  to  Join  in  the  contest  in  which  these  bel- 
ligerenta  are  engtued  for  the  recovery  of  my 
neutral  rights.     Where  are  those  rights  when 

Ct  maritime  powers    become   belligerent! 
rv  are  neatral  rights  undoubtedly,  but  there 
are  also  neutral  duties.    And  shall  a  neutral  na- 
tion, a  nation  which  has  in  that  character  proe- 
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pered  and  flourished  more  than  any  people  on 
the  face  of  the  globe,  sacrifice  those  rights  and 
those  advantages,  and  resort  to  war  against 
one  of  those  l>elligerenta — and  for  what  ?  For 
a  point  of  honor!  Yet,  whilst  in  this  Quixotic 
spirit  we  have  gone  to  war  with  England ;  al- 
though we  have  been  robbed,  reviled,contemned 
thronghoQt  by  the  Emperor  of  France,  we  con 
see  no  cause  of  war  with  him  I 

What  shall  we  say  of  the  French  doctrine  in 
relation  to  this  suljeot  of  impressment  t  If  that 
has  bean  dwelt  upon  in  this  debate  by  any  hon- 
orable ^ntlemao  of  this  House  it  lias  escaped 
mv  notice.  What  is  tbe  French  doctrineon  thu 
subject— established  at  the  time  when  tlie  United 
States  stood  in  relations  of  peace  and  amltj'  to 
that  power,  when  every  heart  beat  high  with 
sympathy  for  the  success  of  French  freedom ; 
when  some  of  those  who  have  since  transferred 
their  admiration,  I  will  not  say  their  love,  to 
the  present  head  of  the  French  Government,  to 
the  enemy  of  French  freedom,  and  all  freedom, 
to  all  ooinmerce,  and  riglit,  and  religion — at  tbe 
time  when  some  of  those  who  have  since  so  la- 
mentably changed  on  this  snbject  felt  an  interest 
for  freedom  and  France  scarcely  inferior  to  that 
which  tLey  felt  for  freedom  and  America  I  What 
were  then  the  doctrines  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment)  Thatsll  who  spoke  tbe  English  language 
sbonid  be  treated  as  Englishmen,  unless  they 
could  give  proof  to  the  contrary ;  the  <mia  pro- 
boTidi  Tying  on  those  who  spoke  the  language  of 
LockCj  ondNewton,  and  Milton,  and  Shakapeore. 
Tea,  sir,  whilst  the  English  Oovemmeat  estab- 
lishes no  snob  doctrine,  the  French  Goverumont 
acts  upon  the  principle  that  speaking  the  Eng- 
lish langnsge  is  prima  facie  evidence  of  your 
being  a  British  subject,  and  would  juatiiy  their 
treating  you  as  an  enemy,  the  burden  of  the 
proof  to  the  contrary  being  thrown  upon  your- 
self. 

And,  At,  is  it  nothing  to  the  bill  which  we 
are  now  debating,  for  raising  an  additional  army 
of  twen^  thousand  men — or  is  it  a  departure 
from  order  to  bint  on  this  floor  at  a  circnmstance 
which  all  men  are  employed  and  oocnpiod  m  dis- 
cussing at  their  fire-sides! — that  this  army,  to 
constitnte  an  a^regate  of  fllty-five  thousand 
regular  troops,  is  about  to  be  put  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  man  who  was  the  author  of  the 
Anonymous  Letters  at  Newbnrg  at  the  close  of 
the  Revolutionary  war,  inciting  a  handful  of 
men,  the  remnant  of  the  old  American  army — 
perba^  not  numbering  edx  thousand  altogether 
— to  give  a  matter  to  the  nation  ?  Is  that  a  con- 
Bideration  to  have  no  weight  upon  such  a  ques- 
tion sathisf  Withme,sir.itisconclQrive.  IwDl 
tell  gentlemen  on  both  uaes  of  the  House  that  a 
Gktvenunent  or  a  man  may  despise  a  calumny — 
that  tbe  arrows  of  slander  wiU  &II  blunt  and 
harmless  upon  them — provided  that  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  man  be  tme  to  itself  and  himselC 
Yes,sir,aEk  yourself  this  question  in  r^ard  to  any 
man,  to  whom  yon  ore  about  to  confide  important 
trusts :  Does  he  pay  his  just  debts  ?  Ie  he  a  man 
of  trath  t  Does  be  discharge  as  he  ought  the  da- 
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tieaof  Afriead,ft brotheriDwcietjf  AfterhaT- 
ing  done  that,  tw  hU  po]iLi<»  what  they  ma^. 
Rod  his  pecoliuilT  of  opinioa  in  politics  what  it 
mny,  he  is  a  ROod  man ;  he  acqairas  the  esteem 
of  ail  who  know  hiia ;  h«  is  iinpeDetrable  to 
mere  valgar  calmnii;.  Thii  Government  ought 
to  empJoj  men  of  rial  worth  and  capacitj ;  it  is 
not  alwajra  that  those  showing  qnalltiea  attract- 
ing attention  in  private  life,  or  ta  companions, 
areof  fM^capacitj.  Do  those  who  administer 
the  Government  make  it  a  mle  to  emploj  in  the 
public  service  none  bnt  men  of  real  capacity ,  or 
worth,  of  int^iitj,  and  of  high  character  t  Do 
thej  give  their  contracts  and  offices  withont 
fear,  &Tor,  or  affection,  to  men  of  reeponsibilitj 
and  character — to  snch  men  as  joa  wonld  in 
private  life  g^ve  your  own  contracts  to  ?  Or  do 
thej  beatow  them,  ta  is  done  in  some  Govero- 
tseots  differently  constituted  from  onra,  where 
chnrch  prefannent  and  military  preferment  are 
•otnatiniei  made  a  dirty  Job  of  Parliamentarj: 
intereetl  Do  they  employ  men  of  clean  hands, 
with  &lr  cbaract«r3 ;  or  is  every  cutiff;  withont 
eiaminatioD,  welcome  to  their  arma,  provided 
he  can  bring  with  him  theproof  of  hit  treachery 
to  his  former  employers  I  It  depends  on  these 
facts  whether  ooofldenoe  is  dno  to  any  Adjnin- 
iatntion  ot  the  Government. 

Sir,  I  have  much  yet  to  say  which  appeared 
to  me,  whea  I  rose,  not  to  be  unworthy  your 
attention ;  bnt  I  confess  to  yoo,  with  feelings 
tomething  like  contrition,  that  roy  opinion 
this  anhject  has  undei^one  a  change. 

There  is  one  point,  however,  on  which  I  do 
not  know  how  to  apeak  in  this  place  with  the 
reverence  which  is  one  to  it,  I  cannot  pass 
over,  and  yet  I  kaow  not  how  to  touch  it.  Yea, 
nr,  there  is  one  reflection  preasiog  iteelf  as  a 
crown  of  thorns  npon  my  own  htSd,  which  I 
am  bonod  to  preaent  to  the  consideration  of  this 
Assembly  ana  this  people.  Is  it  fitting  that  the 
only  two  nations  among  whom  the  worship  of 
the  trne  God  has  been  muntained  with  any 
thing  like  troth  and  freedom  from  cormpUon ; 
that  the  only  two  nations  among  whom  ibis 
worship  bos  been  preserved  nnstdned,  shall  be 
the  two  now  arrayed  aguost  each  other  in  hos- 
tile arms  in  a  conflict  in  which,  let  who  wUl 
conqner  ia  the  fight,  his  success  in  one  pointy  if 
that  be  an  object,  will  have  been  stlajned  :  so 
much  of  hnman  life,  liberty,  and  hsppioesa,  will 
have  perished  in  the  affray — in  the  service  of 
this  scourge  with  which  it  has  pleased  God,  in 
his  wisdom  and  justice,  not  in  hia  mercy,  to  in- 
flict mankindf  la  it  fitting  that  those  hands 
which  unite  in  giving  to  idolaters  and  to  the 
heathen  the  Word  of  God,  the  Boot  of  Life— 
that  those  hands,  and  those  alone,  should  be 
thns  drenched  in  each  other's  blood  ?  Will  you 
nnite  ss  a  Ohristian  with  yonr  Froteatant  bro- 
ther across  the  Atlantic  for  these  noble  pnrpoees, 
and  then  plnnge  the  dagger  into  his  breast  with 
whom  yon  are  associated  in  a  cause  so  holy — 
onesoinfiniteiy  transcending  the  low,  thelittie, 
the  dirty  buunesa  we  are  called  upon  here  to 
tnvDMct?    I  hope  that  the  sacrifice  may  be 


[JUBUT,  Ull 

stopped.  We  have  nothing  to  eniect  friai  iIk 
mission  of  onr  Wniater  to  the  Bnler  of  Fnuet. 
whether  at  Hoacow,  or  wherever  else  be  mj 
be.  The  Deity  or  Devfl  whom  we  worsliip  is 
not  to  be  mollified  by  onr  suppliant  wpjitk. 
Let  na  turn  from  him— come  oot  rf  bis  boint— 
and  Join  in  the  worship  of  the  tne  and  Erigg 
God,  instead  of  spilling  the  blood  c^  bis  pMdi 
on  the  abominable  altar  of  the  FrendiXoloa. 

8ir,  I  have  done.  I  eonld  have  wisfatd  K 
oontinne  my  remarks  farther,  bat  I  cannot 

When  Ifr.  RaxDOLpn  cooclnded,  the  Hcmi 
a^Jonmed. 

Thcmdat,  Jannary  14. 
Additional  MUtiary  Fbrtt. 

The  Honse  tlien  resnmed  the  eonsidmfioiirf 
the  bill  to  raise  twenty  additional  regimtntitf 
infantry  for  one  year. — The  qneation  being  <■ 
the  passage  of  the  biU. 

Mr.  Stow,  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  await  rf 
the  delicacy  and  novelty  of  my  ntna&m, »  rd 
from  the  indnlgence  of  the  House,  ae  from  dit 
neutral  coarse  which  I  mean  to  pame.  Ei 
must  have  been  indeed  an  inattentive  obsffrff 
of  mankind  who  proposes  to  himself  tod  i 
oourae  withont  being  exposed  to  dilficnllia  lai 
dangers  from  every  side.    Our  country  has  ei- 

C'enced  them  too  long  from  the  great  bA- 
rents  of  Europe,  and  an  individual  vil 
quickly  find  them  here.  For  evoi  this  Hota 
is  not  exempt  from  its  great  party  beUi^ertab 
who  issne  their  conflicting  decrees  and  Oiira 
in  Conndl;  and,  in  imitation  of  the  hostilt 
~  sometimes  a  sofGdent  caice  of 

a  have  been  spoken  with  bftin 
Yet,  notwithstanding  all  tbw 
,  to  launch  my  neutraT  hiA  m  ' 
3  ocean,  conscious  of  the  refr 
titudo  d  my  iutentioo^  and  bnmUy  bnpi^ 
for  the  ai^robattoD  of  my  coontiy  and  nj 
God. 

The  proper  extent  of  the  discnsdon  gnriif 
out  of  this  bill  seemed  to  be  (mnfined  to  tbM 
inqutriea :  Can  the  force  contemplated  be  ob- 
t^nedt  Ifobtwned,  will  it  aocomplishChetaJ 
proposed  I  And  lastly,  will  the  force  In  is 
'  one  t  If  the  ^scnssion  had  bM 
these  limits  I  would  have  rsIeiKil, 
and  not  have  spoken ;  bnt,  ar,  it  has  tskca* 
wider  range,  and  assnmed  a  more  importnl 
aspftct  It  has  embraced  the  present,  andpatt. 
and  the  future.  The  causes  of  the  war,  and  tte 
mode  of  conducting  it,  have  been  investigsttd 
and  even  confident  predictions  have  be«i  nai 
as  to  its  end.  The  nistory  and  the  state  <rf  c 
negotiations  have  been  careftally  examined— «>* 
the  Presidential  order  of  succession  has  bM 
if  experience  ai  *^  M 
that  of  propliecy.  ^e  have  eometinns  bp« 
forced  into  the  scenes  of  private  life :  ti>4  ' 
other  times,  we  have  been  chained  to  tbt  of  <* 
Napoleon.  In  short,  sir,  the  discnaiai  1* 
ranged  aa  wide  as  existence,  and,  not  wntat 
with  thu,  the  q>eakers  "  have  ezhansted  v«U( 


condemnation  I 
adverse  aide. 
dangers,  I  meai 
this  tempeHtnon 
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•nd  then  ima^oed  new."  I  do  not  pretend  to 
censiira  thia — it  ma;  be  well  for  the  people  to 
hare  their  political  coDcerns  thos  Hplendidlj 
dressed  sad  passed  in  review  before  them.  But 
Ettll  I  will  atteiDpt  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
ilonse  from  the  re^ons  of  fiction,  of  faacj,  and 
of  poetTf,  to  the  bumble,  .but  I  truBt  no  leas 
profitable,  sphere  of  reality  and  proie.  Paasuig 
Of  many  of  those  things  which  bare  amused  hy 
their  ingenuitj,  or  surprised  b;  their  novelCv. 
bat  which  do  not  deeerve  a  serious  answer,  I 
will  endeavor  to  state  distinctl;'  the  groands 
tsfcea  by  the  opponents  of  this  bi)I,  or  ratber 
the  opponents  of  forniBhing  the  means  of  proe- 
ecnting  the  war:  Firstly.  It  is  alleged  "that 
the  war  was  originally  uqjogt."  Secondly. 
"That  if  the  war  was  originally  Just,  it  has 
become  nnjost  to  oontinne  it  in  conseqoence  of 
the  revocation  of  the  British  Orders  in  Coon- 
cQ."  Thirdly.  "  That  it  is  ineipedient  to  pros- 
ecat«  the  war,  beoonse  we  have  no  means  of 
coercing  our  enemy  or  enforcing  onr  cliunis." 
Fourddy.  "That  we  are  nnableto  snpporttho 
war."  And  fifthly.  "Thatin  consideration  of 
all  these  circamstancea,  the  Honae  ooght  to  with- 
hold the  means  of  farther  prosecuting  the  war." 
First,  then,  it  was  aUe^  that  the  war  was 
origin  Blly*n]^ast.  Here  let  me  call  on  the  Honse 
to  distinguish  between  upjost  and  inexpedient. 
Nothing  can  be  more  important  than  to  have 
clear  and  distinotideas  about  those  words  which 
lie  at  the  bottom  of  a  scienoe,  or  inquiry.  This 
is  happily  iKostrated  in  mathematics — there 
erery  word,  by  the  help  of  diagrams,  is  carefully 
defined ;  and  the  ouiiseqaence  is,  that  there  are 
no  disputes  among  mathematiaians,  while  their 
labors  have  done  honor  to  mankind.  A  thing 
may  be  jast  and  yet  ineipedient:  the  josUceof 
an  act  relates  to  the  coodact  of  another,  the 
expediency  of  onr  own  situation.  It  may  be 
Just  for  me  to  sue  the  mau  who  withholds  fhim 
me  tlie  smallest  snm  ;  and  yet  so  inexpedient 
as  to  be  even  ridioolons.  Xbas  a  war  may  be 
perfeciJy  jost,  and  at  the  same  time  highly  in- 
expedient. This,  if  I  mistake  not,  was  the 
ground  generally  taken  the  last  year  by  the  op- 
ponents of  the  war,  particularly  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  before  me,  (llr.  Sebt- 
«T,)  which  pointed  out  the  diatinctionwhichi 
have  endeavored  to  do,  though  with  more  abil- 
ity and  sQooew.  1  hope  the  Hoose  will  bear 
this  distinction  in  mind ;  becanse  it  is  of  the 
greatest  importance  in  the  investigatjon  which 
I  intend  to  make.  Before  I  enter  further  on 
the  argnment,  I  ask  the  Souse  to  indulge  me 
for  a  moment  while  I  explain  my  views  relative 
to  the  commenoement  of  the  war.  I  never  saw 
any  want  of  provocation  on  the  part  of  Oreat 
Britain.  I  never  for  an  instant  doubted  the 
Justice  of  the  war,  while  I  urged  its  inexpe- 
diency with  all  my  might.  I  considered  man 
placed  here  by  a  beneficent  Providence  on  a 
fertile  soil,  and  in  a  happy  climate,  enlightened 
by  science,^  and  protected  by  the  wisest  of  laws. 
"  '  '■  '  ■"  'ft,  as  I  may  say,  from 
)  storm    whioh  was  . 
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By  oor  Revolution  cat  adrift,  as  I  n: 
t£»  old  world,  before   the  storm 


about  to  desolate  Enrope  arose,  I  fondly  hoped 
that  this  new  world  would  furnish  one  fair  ex- 
periment of  what  science,  liberty  and  peaoe, 
might  achieve,  free  from  those  corruptions  which 
have  eternally  attended  on  war.  I  hoped  to  see 
the  country  improved,  and  bound  together  by 
roads  and  canals,  to  see  it  adorned  by  literary 
institutjons,  and  by  every  establishment  whidi 
refiecta  honor  npon  man.  Nor  do  I  yet  believe 
that  this  was  an  Utopian  vision,  or  an  idle 
dream.  1  still  believe  it  might  all  have  been 
realixed  by  a  different  coarse — bnt  the  nation 
has  determined  on  war,  and,  though  it  was 
not  my  choice,  I  still  loaintain  that  it  is  not 
nnjust, 

I  shsU  now  examine  the  second  proposition, 
"  that  if  the  war  was  oripnally  Jast,  its  fhrther 
prosecntion  is  nnjost."  On  what  gronnd  does 
this  rest  1  It  is  this,  that  the  Orders  in  Oonndl 
were  thecaose  of  the  war;,  those  orders  having 
oeased,  the  prosecution  of  the  war  beoomes  nn- 
Just.  Hero  o^in  Justice  and  expediency  are 
confounded.  It  was  never  maintained,  that  the 
Orders  in  Council  rendered  war  more  Just  than 
many  other  outrages,  thongh  they  went  farther 
to  prove  its  eipedienoy,  and  even  necessity. 
It  therefore  follows,  that  their  repeal  does  not 
afiect  the  Justice  of  the  wor ;  anless  acoom- 
panied  wi^  compensation  for  the  spoliations 
committed  under  them,  and  atonement  made 
for  other  wrongs.  Neither  of  theee,  is  it  pre- 
tended, has  been  done ;  except  bo  far  as  relates 
to  the  afbir  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  which  I 
purposely  left  ont  of  the  catalogno  of  grievances. 
An  iqjnry  which  was  a  Jost  cause  of  war,  re- 
muns  a  Just  cause  for  its  continnance,  till 
atonement  is  offerod,  or  till  it  is  settled  by  nego- 
tiation. Bnt,  sir,  an  ample  Justification  of  war 
remainsintheimprcssmentof  oar  seamen.  The 
chum  on  onr  part  is  not,  as  has  been  alleged,  a 
claim  to  proteijt  British  seamen — it  is  a  claim 
to  protect  American  citizens.  Nay,  more,  as 
respects  the  justice  of  the  continuance  of  the 
war,  it  is  aclaimonly,  that  they  will  cease  from 
the  practice  during  the  trnce,  that  it  may  be 
seen  whether  it  is  posubie  to  arrange  it  by  d»- 
gotiatioa.  Is  it  ni^nst  to  continue  the  war,  till 
this  demand  is  oomplied  with?  or  does  any 
American  wish  to  see  his  country  prostrated 
still  lower} 

Having  thns  &r  explained  my  ideas  relative 
to  the  Justice  of  the  commencement  and  con- 
tinuance of  the  war,  I  will  now  proceed  to  an- 
swer the  third  o^ecdon,  namely :  That  it  is 
ineipedient  to  carry  it  on,  beooose  we  have  no 
means  of  coercing  oar  enemy — of  compelling 
him — to  what}  bvely  to  a  jost  and  honorable 
peace ;  for  that  is  all  we  demand.  And  have 
we  no  means  of  doing  this!  Better,  then, 
to  surrender  the  charter  of  our  independence, 
oonfe&s  we  are  incapable  of  self-protection,  and 
beg  his  most  gracious  Majesty  to  again  take  us 
nnder  bis  paternal  core.  Such  a  dootrine,  sir,  is 
as  nnfonnded,  OS  it  is  degrading  to  the  American 
character.  We  have  ample  means  of  compel- 
ling tireat  Brit^  to  do  us  Jostice ;  they  are  to 
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be  found  in  the  Talae  of  our  oommeroe ;  in  the 
.  enterprise  of  oar  privateers  \  in  the  oAlliuitry  of 
our  Bhipe  of  war,  and  the  oonqneat  <n  her  pror- 
inoes.  Our  cQHtom  (conaideriDg  her  in  the 
light  of  s  m«chanio  or  merchuit  who  sappllee) 
is  of  vital  importance  to  Great  Britain.  Jt  is 
nott«  bemeasared  by  its  amoant,  in  pounds, 
ihillingH,  and  pence,  bnt  hj  the  atrength  and 
Bnpport  die  derives  from  the  ioteroonrse.  For, 
while  I  admit  that  Great  Britain  doee  not  aend 
half  her  exports  to  the  United  States,  I  do 
mdntain,  that  the  euatom  of  thia  coontry  ia  of 
more  importance  to  her,  than  that  of  the  whole 
world  beaidee.  It  is  with  a  nation  as  with  an 
individnal,  if  he  eiohange  Iniuriee  for  lunries, 
or  «aperflaitiee,  aooh  as  ribands  for  ribands, 
which  be  oonamnea,  he  odds  nothing  to  his 
wealth ;  bnt  if  he  ezcbange  bis  laxnries,  or  his 
ribands,  for  bread,  or  for  each  materials  as  give 
eoope  to  his  indnstrj,  be  is  then  benefited,  and 
enriched  \>j  the  interchange.  Sach  is  the  sitna- 
tion  of  Great  Britain  with  regard  to  Amer- 
ica. She,  and  her  dependencies,  receive  more 
of  provifflon,  and  raw  materials,  from  America, 
than  from  all  other  parte  of  tbe  world  twether. 
Onr  trade  exactly  givee  effect  to  bw  indosCrj, 
her  machinery,  and  her  capital.  And  it  is  this 
wiiich  has,  in  a  peat  degree,  enabled  her  to 
make  snob  gisantio  efforts  in  the  awfnl  contest 
in  which  she  is  engaged.  Onr  wiTateera ;  will 
the;  have  no  effect  on  Great  Britunt  Will- 
she  learn  nothing  from  the  loss  of  three  or  fbnr 
hnndred  ships !  And  will  she  be  insensible  to 
the  efforts  of  our  little  Navj  I  Can  they  tonoh 
no  nerve  in  which  Britonsfeelf  For  (Afferent 
are  raj  conciusions,  from  what  I  have  seen  in 
British  papers — they  show  that  ebe  is  trem- 
blingly uive  to  that  aabieet. 

Sir,  I  will  now  coDsider  her  province,  abont 
which  Ml  mnch  has  been  said.  I,  too,  will  speak 
of  that  wonderfiil  country,  called  Canada,  which 
nnites  ia  itself  all  contrarietiM  I  Which  is  so 
oold  and  sterile,  as  to  be  not  worth  posseBsinB ; 
and  so  fertile,  that  if^  b;r  >ny  calamity  it  Bhoiud 
become  onrs,  it  wonld  seduce  away  onr  popnla* 
tion ;  which  is  so  imhappy  nnder  the  British  Gov- 
ernment as  not  to  lore  onr  inhabitants ;  yet  so 
happy,  that  it  is  criminal  to  dietorb  their  feli- 
city ; — whose  inhabitants,  if  nniied  with  onrs, 
would  destroy  ns,  becaose  they  have  Done  of 
the  habils  of  fi-eemen ;  and  who,  well  knowing 
the  privileges  of  their  free  Government,  will 
defend  them  to  the  last  A  coontry  which  is 
of  no  importance  to  Great  Britain,  and  whose 
loaa  would  not  make  her  feel ;  a  oonntry  which 
b  so  valoable  to  Great  Britain  that  she  will 
never  give  it  np.  A  country  so  weak  that  it  is 
ingloriooa  to  attack  it ;  and  a  country  so  strong 
that  we  can  never  take  it.  But,  sir,  leaving 
these,  and  a  thonsand  other  contradictions,  the 
work  of  fancy  or  of  ^leen,  I  will  preeeot  to  the 
House  what  I  believe  to  he  a  tme  view  of  the 
sabjeot,  drawn  Irom  anear  residence  and  roach 
careful  examination.  Canada  is  of  great  im- 
portance both  to  Great  Britun  and  the  United 
Statee.    It  is  important  to  Great  Britain  in  the 


amount  and  Idnd  tA  its  eipwta.  Id  the  IM 
year  preceding  war,  its  exports  amoonttd  (a 
between  aeven  and  nine  miUiona  of  ddlMs,  n 
amount  almost  aa  f^vt  as  the  ezpora  of  tke 
United  States  preoecung  the  Bevi^DtioiittyaB. 
And  had  the  most  diMeming  Btateaman  mid* 
out  an  order,  he  oookl  not  have  seleeted  irtidei 
better  adapted  to  the  —«*■«<  wanto  of  Gka 
Britain.  It  has  been  sud  that  Canada  is  nflefl 
valne  than  one  of  the  sugar  islands  ol  the  WeB 
Indies.  Sir,  in  the  present  state  <4  the  virii, 
Canada  ia  of  more  importance  to  Great  Kitiii,  j 
in  my  omnion,  than  the  whole  VfM  ladi  . 
Idan^  takoi  tt^ether.  In  danger,  as  she  ii,tf 
being  shot  out  mnn  the  Baltic,  and  figbtingte 
her  existence,  abe  wanta  not  the  hintrii^  tli 
sngars,  and  the  sweetmeats  of  the  Test  bSa 
— ^e  wants  the  proviajom^  the  timber,  tb 
maata,  and  the  sptzn  of  the  Korth. 

Canada  is  also  oi  the  greatest  importsnce  to 
the  United  States  in  a  commercial  and  pi^ii)- 
cal  point  of  view.  I  have  in  a  gnat  aemn 
explained  its  oommenaal  importance,  by  NUiB; 
its  exports;  alarge  portion  of  whidi  werttlu 
prodocta  of  the  United  States.  Let  aa  itut- 
tive  observer  cast  hia  eye  for  one  momeot  m 


tade  the  watere  of  Canada  bound  for  a  tl.. 
trait  one  of  the  moat  fertile,  and  wliich  will 
become,  one  of  the  most  populous  paria  rf  the 
United  States;  and  he  will  readily  peroat 
that  the  river  St  Lawrence  mnst  soon  be  Ik 
outlet  for  one-third  of  all  tbe  prodneti  <t 
American  labor.  The  same  circnmatancei  ^ 
enable  it  to  lay  an  impost  on  one-tbiid  of  mr 
imported  articles.  Nor  will  the  evil  to  oiu  rer- 
enne  end  here.  Great  Britain  will  be  enabM 
to  smng^e  her  goods  through  this  chsniKi  iato 
aU  parts  of  tlie  Union.  It  will  be  in  vain  Ihit 
yon  attempt  to  oonnteract  her  bylaws;  tnn 


your  laws  yon  can  change  the  nature  (^ibw. 
Bnt  its  greatest  importance  is  in  ap<^tic^  pwO 
of  view :  for,  althoagfa  not  aa  happy  in  in  p>^ 
emment  as  tbe  Unii«d  States,  it  is  soSaa^ 
so  to  draw  off  multitodee  of  our  new  i*^"^ 
wbeu  tbe  intermediate  lands  of  tbe  But*  « 
New  YMk,  which  separate  it  fitim  New  ^ 
land,  shall  be  fully  ooeapied.  From  this  t^ 
cumstance  it  will  divide  the  American  ftni^T 
and,  by  tbe  commercial  relations  which  I  but 
pointed  out,  it  will  eiert  a  dangerous  inflMM 
over  a  part  of  onr  ooontry ;  for  the  trsoBli* 
from  commercial  dependence,  to  politictl  »Bf- 
gianoe,  is  t«o  obvious  to  be  insisted  oo.  B*^ 
ing  endeavored  to  shoi^  the  importiDW  » 
Canada  to  both  of  the  contending  nitian  ' 
will  only  add  that  it  is  within  our  power. 

The  fourth  objection  is,  that  we  csnnot  niP' 
port  the  war— that  we  have  not  the  sWiT  " 
carry  it  on.  Before  I  proceed  to  answer  B" 
objection,  permit  me,  air,  to  notice  a  an^  * 
oonsiBtency  of  the  gentlemen  bywbanit** 
beenurged.   His  this:  inonepart  of  tbwriV 


,.  Google 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


TAjnTAHT,    1619.] 


Additiimal  MUibry  Ftrat. 


[H.O 


n«nt,  they  represent  the  people  as  too  happj  to 
snlist,  and  in  another  part  as  too  poor  to  pay  1 
Both  of  these  propoaitioDs,  I  preHDoie,  cannnt 
tie  tme.  Not  to  dwell  longer,  however,  upon 
thia  contradiction,  I  do  maintain,  sir,  that  the 
nntaoB  is  AiUj  able  to  proeecnte  the  war.  On 
what  does  the  ability  of  a  nation  depend  f  A 
person  who  will  give  himself  the  tronble  of  ex- 
Bmining  things  rather  than  words,  will  flod  that 
tt  is  proportioDed  to  the  number  of  laboren  and 
the  prodnctivenesB  of  their  labor.  Wherever, 
from  Boil,  climate,  or  improrement,  the  labor  of 
a  oonntr;  will  produce  more  than  a  sappi;  of 
the  neceaariee  of  life,  it  is  evident  that  the  snr- 
pliis  time  may  be  devot«d  to  idleness,  to  the 
prodnctjon  and  consomption  of  iDinries,  or  to 
the  carr/ing  on  of  wor.  To  illustrate  this 
farther — snppose  the  labor  of  a  person  for  fiv^ 
days  ivill  support  him  six,  then  it  is  clear,  that 
the  labor  of  five  men  will  snpport  the  sizlh 
man  in  idleness  or  in  war,  Now,  tir,  there  ia 
nowhere  that  the  labor  of  seven  millions  of 
people  will  prodooe  so  mnob  as  in  tiiis  conntr; ; 
coneeqnentlj,  noi^ere  have  seven  millions  of 
DHBOple  BO  great  on  ability  to  cany  ou  a  war. 
Th«  quantity  of  oircnlatlDg  medium,  whether 
mode  of  paper  or  of  silver  dollars,  haa  very 
little  to  do  with  the  sabjeot.  If  it  is  made  at 
pai>er,  and  to  a  great  extent,  it  only  shows  that 
the  people  are  in  their  habita  commereiai ;  and 
that  the  fiuth  of  contracts  is  well  supported. 
The  real  ability  of  a  nation  lies  in  what  I  have 
stated ;  and  he  moat  be  a  weak  poUtician  who 
cannot  oall  it  forth. 

Mr,  Speaker,  I  will  now  consider  the  last, 
sod  by  far  the  most  important  objection  of  all ; 
and  ooe,  withoat  whieh,  I  oertmnly  wonld  not 
have  spoken.  It  ia,  that  in  consideration  of  all 
the  eircnmstanoes  in  which  we  are  placed,  it  is 
the  duty  of  this  House  to  withhold  the  means 
of  ftrther  proseonting  the  war.  It  will  not  be 
denied,  I  trust,  diat  this  ia  a  &ir  statement  of 
the  scope  and  ol^ect  of  most  of  tlie  reaaoniogs 
which  have  been  employed  ;  and  that  withont 
this  constrnctjon,  they  wonld  be  irreconcilable 
with  common  aenae.  This  doctrine,  in  my 
opinion,  p^es  not  only  to  the  overthrow  of  oar 
conatitntion,  bnt  to  the  destmotion  of  liberty 
itself.  The  principle  of  our  Qovemment  is,  not 
only  [hat  the  minority  shall  role,  bot  that  they 
shall  role  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  con- 
adtntion.  So  that  if  it  could  be  proved  that  a 
BUtjority  of  the  people  were  in  &vor  of  certain 
measures,  it  would  not  be  auffioieut  tlQ  tliey 
bad  pronounced  that  decison  through  the  eon- 
ttittttional  organs.  In  short,  it  mnst  have  been 
a  principal  otyeot  with  the  framers  of  onr  oon- 
ititntion  to  auapend,  at  least  for  a  limited  time, 
the  effects  of  popular  opinion.  The  constitu- 
tion haa  oommitled  the  legislative  power  to 
three  co-eqnal  branches ;  and  to  the  same  hands 
haa  it  entrusted  the  power  of  declaring  war ; 
while  it  has  expressly  oonSded  the  treaty-mak- 
ing power  (and  whioli  alone  can  moke  peace) 
to  two  only  of  those  branchea.  The  cMm  now 
wt  np,  goes  to  invest  that  brandi  which  has  no 


authority  in  the  matter,  not  only  with  the 
treaty-making  power,  bnt  also  with  a  complet« 
control  over  the  other  two  branches.  Thus  on4 
branch  of  the  Government  forcing  the  nation 
to  d^nit  from  doing  what  three,  including  itself, 
had  thought  best  to  ptrform.  Let  us  test  the 
correctness  of  thia  principle  by  applying  it  to 
another  co-eqnal  branch  of  the  Government 
Let  ua  suppose  the  President  haa  made  a  treaty 
of  peace,  which  is  disapproved  of  by  the  Senate 
— and  suppose  upon  this  he  abould  say,  the  war 
ought  not  to  be  farther  prosecuted,  and  refuse 
to  employ  the  public  force,  would  you  not  im-  ' 
peach  him  f  Moat  unqaeationahly  yon  wonld. 
I  expressly  admit  that  cases  may  be  imagined, 
where  such  a  course  woald  be  proper — where 
it  wonld  be  not  only  the  duty  of  this  House  to 
withhold  supplies,  bnt  where  it  would  be  the 
dnty  of  an  individual  to  reust  the  laws;  but 
sncn  are  extreme  coses,  not  provided  for  by  any 
organization  of  Government.  What,  sir,  bM 
been  the  practice  of  the  British  House  of  Com- 
mons t  Have  they  ever  refused  auppliee  because 
a  war  was  unpopular,  since  their  revolution! 
Did  not  the  same  Parliament,  which  resolved 
that  they  wonld  consider  anyman  as  an  enemy 
to  his  country,  who  would  advise  his  H^eaty 
to  the  farther  prosecntion  of  offenaive  war  in 
America,  still  vot«  the  means  for  carrying  on 
the  war?  A  similar  case  occurred  when  Ur. 
Fox  came  laat  into  power — he  disapproved  of 
tiie  commencement  and  conduct  of  the  war, 
and  yet  ha  oalled  for  and  received  the  naoeaaary 
auDpIies. 

Mr.  CxLHou^  observed,  that  he  could  ofTer 
nothing  more  acceptable,  he  preenmed,  to  the 
House,  than  a  promise  not  to  macnsa  the  Orden 
in  Council,  French  decrees,  blockades,  or  em- 
baigoes.  He  was  induced  to  avoid  theae  topioe 
for  aeveral  reosona.  In  the  first  place,  umj 
were  too  stale  to  furnish  any  interest  to  thii 
House  or  country.  Qentiemen  who  bod  at- 
tempted it,  with  whatever  abilities,  had  Mled 
to  command  attention;  and  it  would  argue  very 
little  sagacity  on  his  part  not  to  be  admonished 
by  their  want  of  auccesa  Indeed,  whatever 
interest  had  been  at  one  time  attached  to  these 
subjects,  they  had  now  lost  They  have  poewd 
away ;  and  will  not  soon,  he  hoped,  return  into 
the  circle  of  politics.  Yea,  sir,  as  reviled  as  haa 
been  our  country's  efforts  to  curb  belligerent 
injustice,  as  wealc  and  contemptible  as  ahe  has 
been  represented  to  be  in  the  grade  of  nations, 
she  has  triumphed  in  breaking  down  the  most 
dangerous  monopoly  ever  attempted  by  one  D»- 
tion  ogainat  the  commerce  of  anotner.  He 
would  not  atop  to  inquire  whether  it  was  the 
non-importation  act,  or  the  menace  of  war,  at, 
what  was  the  most  probable,  the  last  operating 
on  the  pressure  produced  by  the  former.  The 
fact  is  eertain,  tnat  the  Orders  in  Oouncil  of 
1807  and  1809,  which  our  opponents  have  oft«n 
said  that  England  would  not  yield,  oa  they 
made  a  part  of  her  commercial  system,  ore  now 
no  more.  The  same  firmness,  if  persevered  in, 
which  has  carried  na  thus  far  with  succeee,  will, 
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M  oar  CAaae  U  jnit  and  moderate,  end  Id  final 
Tiotory.  A  farther  reuon  which  he  had,  not 
t«  follow  our  opponeD Is  into  the  region  of  doco- 
inonts  tud  records,  was,  that  be  wu  afraid  of  a 
decoy ;  as  he  was  induced  to  beliere  from  ap- 
pearances tliat  their  object  wag  to  draw  onr  at- 
tention from  the  merits  of  the  qneation.  Gen- 
tlemen bad  htenJIj  buried  their  argvmeats 
under  a  hnge  pile  of  qaotations;  and  had  wan- 
dered so  for  into  tliis  realm  of  paper,  that 
neither  the  vUioa  of  thia  Hooae  has  been,  nor 
that  of  the  oountry  will  be,  able  to  follow  tbem. 
There  tlie  best  and  wont  raaMmi  share  on  equal 
faU.  The  truth  of  the  one  and  error  of  the 
other,  are  covered  with  like  obscaritj. 

Mr,  C.  laid  he  wonld  not  mQltiplj  proof  on 
n  course  of  condnct  the  bad  effect  of  which 
was  too  sensibly  felt  to  be  easily  forgot,  and 
the  continoatioD  of  which  was  but  too  apparent 
in  the  present  diacnssion.  For  whst  was  the 
ol:i{ect  of  the  opposition  in  this  debate?  To 
defeat  the  passage  of  this  billt  It  has  been 
sr^trcely  mentioned;  and  contains  nothiog  to 
raise  that  storm  which  has  been  excited  against 
it.  The  bill  proposes  lo  ruse  twenty  tbousand 
men  only,  and  that  for  one  ;ear;  and  sn  rely 
there  is  nothing  in  that  calculated  to  lay  such 
strong  hold  of  the  jealousy  or  fear  of  the  oom- 
munity.  What  tlien  is  the  object  of  the  oppo- 
sition? Qeotlemcn  certainly  do  not  act  with- 
out an  intention ;  and  vide  as  has  been  tiie 
range  of  debate,  it  cannot  be  ao  lawless  as  to 
be  witboat  an  object.  It  was  not,  be  repeated, 
to  defeat  the  paesage  of  this  bill ;  no,  bnt  what 
was  much  more  to  be  dreaded,  to  thwart  that, 
which  the  bill  proposes  to  contribute  to,  tlie 
final  Bui^cess  of  the  war;  and  for  this  purpose 
he  must  do  the  opposition  the  credit  to  say,  they 
have  resorted  to  means  the  best  calculated  to 
produce  the  effect.  In  a  free  Government,  in 
the  government  of  laws,  two  things  are  neces- 
sary for  the  effectual  prosecution  of  any  great 
measnre;  the  law  by  which  the  executive  ofil- 
oor  is  charged  with  the  exeontion  and  vested 
with  suitable  powers  ;  and  the  co-operating 
tad  and  anion  of  the  people,  who  are  always 
indispensable  agents.  Opposition  to  be  success- 
ful must  direct  its  efforts  against  tbe  passage  of 
the  law  ;  or,  what  was  more  common  and  gen- 
erally more  effectual,  to  destroy  the  union  and 
the  zeal  of  the  people.  Either,  if  snceessfnl,  is 
effectual  The  former  would  in  most  cases  be 
seen  and  renrobated  j  the  latter,  much  the  most 
dangerons,  noa,  to  the  great  misfortunes  of  Re- 

Snblics,  presented  at  aU  times  a  ready  means  of 
efeating  the  most  solntary  measures.  To  this 
point  the  whole  argumeuta  of  opposition  have 
converged.  This  gives  a  meaning  to  everr 
reason  and  assertion,  which  have  been  advanced, 
however  wild  and  inoonnstent.  No  topic  has 
been  left  untouched,  no  passion  nnessayed.  The 
war  hoa  been  represented  aa  unjust  in  its  origin, 
disastrous  in  its  progress,  and  deeperate  in  its 
farther  prosecution.  Aa  if  to  prevent  the  pos- 
sibility of  doubt,  a  determination  has  been 
boldly  asserted  not  to  support  it.    Such  is  the 
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oppositioo  to  the  war,  which  was  admitted  on 
an  tidcM  to  be  just;  and  which  in  a  manner  iv- 
oeived  the  vote*  even  irf'  thoM  who  now  ap- 
pear to  be  willing  to  rain  the  oooDtr;  in  oriSa 
to  defeat  its  succew. 

Bnt,  soy  oar  opponents,  as  they  were  op^Mned 
to  the  war,  they  are  not  boDod  to  sDp{KHt  it ; 
and  so  for  has  this  oppo«itioD  been  earned,  that 
we  have  been  accused  ahnoet  of  violatii^  tfaa 
right  of  oonscieace,  in  denying  the  rij^t  set  up 
by  gentlemen.  The  right  to  oppose  the  efibrts 
of  our  oonntry,  while  in  war,  oo^t  to  be  estab- 
lished beyond  the  posnbility  of  donbt,  bef<x«  it 
can  be  Justly  adopted  as  the  basis  of  roadaet. 
How  conscience  con  be  daimed  in  this  caee 
cannot  be  very  easily  imagined.  We  oppoee 
not  by  laws  or  penalties ;  we  only  aaaert  that 
the  opposition  experienced  cannot  be  dictated 
by  love  of  country,  and  is  inoonastent  iritfa  the 
dnty  which  every  citizen  is  under  to  promote 
the  prosperity  of  the  Republic.  Its  aecedsory 
tendency  ia  to  prostrate  lite  country  at  the  feet 
of  the  enemy,  and  to  elevate  a  pttty  on  the 
ruins  of  the  public  Till  oar  opponenta  con 
prove  that  they  have  a  right  which  is  psr&moiiDt 
to  the  public  interest,  we  must  persist  ia  deny- 
ing the  right  to  thwart  the  sucocaa  of  tl>e  war. 
War  has  been  declared  by  a  law  of  the  land; 
and  what  would  betiiou^t  of  similar  attempts 
to  defeat  any  other  law,  however  inooiudder^U 
its  object  f  Who  would  dare  to  avow  ao  ioteo- 
tion  to  defeat  its  operotioo  t  Con  that,  then, 
be  true  in  relation  to  war  which  would  be  re- 
probated in  every  other  case?  Can  that  be  tme 
which,  when  the  whole  physical  force  of  the 
oountiy  is  needed,  withdraws  half  of  that  force  I 
Can  that  be  trae  which  gives  the  greatest  vioteDce 
to  party  animosity!  What  wonld  have  bem 
thought  of  such  conduct  in  the  war  of  the  Revolo- 
tjon !  Many  good  citiiseas  friendly  to  the  libo^ 
of  our  country  were  opposed  to  the  declatatioa at 
the  time ;  could  they  have  been  Justified  in  sod 
opposition  as  we  now  experience  t  To  tenni- 
nace  the  war  through  disoord  and  veakneas  a 
a  hoiardons  experiment.  But,  in  the  most  un- 
just and  inexpedient  war,  it  can.  scareely  be 
poadble,  that  disnnioa  and  defeata  can  have  a 
salutary  operation.  In  the  nnmerons  ez^nples 
which  history  furnishes,  let  an  instanoe  be 
pointed  out,  in  any  war,  where  the  public  iniei^ 
est  has  been  promoted  by  divieiona,  or  iqjured 
by  concord.  Hundreds  of  instanoes  may  )m 
cited  of  the  reverse.  Why,  then,  will  gemtle- 
men  persist  in  that  course  where  dangci'  is  al- 
most unavoidable,  and  shun  that  where  safety 
la  almost  certtun ) 

But,  sir,  we  aro  told  that  peace  is  in  onr  pow- 
er without  afortheriHYtmotion  of  the  war.  Ap- 
peal not,  say  our  opponenta,  to  the  fear,  hot  te 
the  generowty  of  our  enemy.  England  yield* 
nothing  to  her  fears ;  stop,  theref<H^  7oar  pi«- 
paration,'  and  throw  yoorself  on  her  mercy,  a&d 
peace  will  be  the  result  We  might,  indeed, 
nave  pardon,  but  not  peaoe  on  aaisk  term. 
Those  who  think  the  war  a  sacrilege  «■  a  crima, 
might  oonMstentIf  adopt  suoh  a  oourse ;  but  wo. 
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wbo  know  it  to  b«  for  the  mainteDSiioe  of  the 
jost  rights  of  HiB  oommanitj,  never  can.    We 

are  fArtiierl«1d  that  impressment  of  WBnien  was 
notconsitlereilaaoffioientcaaeeof  war;  and  are 
Sdked  n-hj  Ehonld  it  be  continned  on  that  ac- 
ootint?  Mr.  0.  obgervod  tliat  he  individoally 
did  Dot  feel  the  force  of  the  ai^oment ;  for  it 
had  been  hia  opinion,  that  the  nation  was  bonnd 
to  reMBt  »o  deep  an  i^ury  even  at  the  hazard  of 
war;  but,  admitting  itsfoll  foroe,  thediffersDce 
is  strikiDg  between  the  commeacemeat  and  the 
OontinnaDce  of  hostilities.  War  on^t  to  be 
oontinned  nntil  its  rational  objeot,  a  permanent 
and  aecare  peace,  oonld  be  obtaioed.  Even  the 
friends  of  England  onglit  not  to  desire  the  ter- 
minatjon  of  toe  war,  without  a  satisfactory  ad- 
jnsttnent  of  the  sntgect  of  impreaament.  It 
would  leave  the  root  tiiat  most  neoeasariij  shoot 
np  in  future  animosity  and  hostilities.  Ameri- 
ca can  never  qnietly  Bubmit  to  the  deepest  of 


srowth  of  national  strength,  and  to  seize  the 
tirst  favorable  opportanity  to  seek  redress.  The 
worst  enemy  to  the  peace  of  the  two  oonntries 
eonld  not  desire  a  more  efTeotoal  meaas  to  pro- 
p^le  eternal  enmity. 

Bat  it  is  said  that  we  ought  to  offer  to  Eng- 
land snitable  regnlstiona  on  this  sntjject  to  «e- 
oora  U>  her  the  nse  of  her  own  eeamen;  and 
beoanso  we  have  not,  we  are  aggressors.  He 
dented  that  we  were  boond  to  tender  any  regn- 
latioQB.  or  that  we  had  not  England  was  the 
party  ininring.  She  ought  to  confine  her  sea- 
men to  her  own  eervioe;  or,  if  that  was  imprac- 
ticable, propose  snoh  arrangements  that  she 
might  exercise  her  right  without  injury  to  ns. 
This  is  the  rule  that  governs  all  analogous  oases 
in  private  life.  Bat  we  have  made  onr  offer  ; 
it  is,  that  the  ship  should  protect  the  sailor.  It 
is  the  most  dmple  and  only  safe  rale;  bnt,  to 
secure  so  dadrable  a  point,  uie  most  liberal  and 
efleotnal  provisions  ongbt  and  have  been  pro- 
posed to  be  made  on  oar  part  to  guard  the  Brit- 
ish Government  agUDst  the  evil  they  eppre- 
bended,  the  loss  of  her  Beamen.  The  whole 
doctrine  of  protection  heretofore  relied  on,  and 
still  recommended  by  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
nectioat,  (Mr.  P.,)  is  false  and  derogatory  to  oar 
honor ;  and  under  no  possible  nodiScation  can 
effect  the  desirable  objects  of  affording  safety 


governed  by  Jastioe,  she  will  yield  to  the  offer 
of  onr  Government,  particnlarly  if  what  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Blebcksb)  says 
be  true,  that  there  are  ten  thousand  of  her  sea- 
men In  our  service.  Bhe  would  be  greatly  the 
Siner  by  the  arrangement  Experience,  it  is  to 
feared,  however,  will  teaoh  that  gentleman 
that  the  evil  lies  maoh  deeper.  The  use  of  her 
seamen  is  a  mere  nretence.  The  blow  is  aimed 
at  onr  commeroial  greatness.  It  is  this  which 
has  animated  and  directed  all  of  her  inji 
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and  extent  of  the  inarketsof  a  belligerent,  makes 
avariety  of regnlations  necessary ;  and  prodncM 
heavy  taxes,  which  are  inimical  to  the  prosperi- 
ty of  mannfaclories  and  conseqneritly  commerce. 
These  causes  combined  give  to  trade  new  chan- 
nels, which  direct  it  naturally  to  neotrnl  nationi. 
To  oonnteract  this  tendency,  England,  nnder 
various  but  flimsy  prelenees,  has  endeavored  to 
support  her  commeroial  superiority  by  monopo- 
ly. It  has  been  onr  fortune  to  resist  with  no 
inconsidersble  success  this  spirit  of  monopoly. 
Her  principal  object  in  contending  for  the  right 
of-  impressment  is  to  have,  in  a  great  measure, 
the  monopoly  of  the  sailors  of  the  world.  A 
fixed  resistance  will  compel  her  to  yield  this 
point  as  she  has  already  done  her  Orden  in 
Council.  Success  will  amply  reward  our  eier- 
tJons.  Our  futnre  commerce  willfeel  its  Invig- 
orating effects.  Bat,  say  gentlemen,  England 
will  never  yield  this  point,  and  every  effort  on 
onr  part  to  seonre  it  is  hopeless.  To  cooflrm 
this  prediction  and  secare  our  reverence,  the 
prophecies  of  the  last  session  are  relied  on. 
Mr.  0.  felt  no  disposition  to  disparage  oor  op- 
ponents' talents  in  that  line;  but  he  very  much 
doubted  whether  the  whole  chapter  of  woes  had 
been  fulfilled.  He  woald,  fur  instauce,  ask 
whether  so  much  os  related  to  sacked  towns, 
bombarded  ciUes,  ruined  commerce,  and  revolt- 
ing blacks,  had  been  realized  t 

Such,  then,  is  the  caase  of  the  war  and  its 
oontinuatioQ ;  and  such  the  nature  of  the  oppo- 
sitioQ  experienced,  and  iu  justification.  It  re- 
mains to  be  seen  whether  the  intended  effect 
will  be  produced.  Whether  animosity  and  dis- 
cord will  be  fomented,  and  the  zeal  and  union 
of  the  people  to  maintain  the  rights  and  indis- 
pensable duties  of  the  community  will  abate; 
or,  describing  it  under  another  aspect,  whether 
it  is  the  destiny  of  our  country  to  sink  nnder 
that  of  oor  enemy  or  not.  Mr,  C.  said  he  was 
not  without  his  feois  and  his  hopes. 

On  the  one  hand  our  opponents  had  manifest- 
ly the  advantage.  The  love  of  present  ease  and 
enjoyment,  the  love  of  gain,  and  party  zeal, 
were  on  their  side.  These  constitute  part  of 
the  weakne»  of  onr  nature.  We  naturally  lead 
that  way  without  the  arts  of  persoasion.  Far 
more  difficult  is  the  task  of  the  m^'ority.  It  is 
theirs  to  support  the  distaDt  but  lasting  interest 
of  oor  country  ;  it  is  theira  to  elevate  tlie  minds 
of  the  people,  and  to  call  op  all  of  those  qoali- 
ties  by  which  preseat  saciifices  are  made  to  ee- 
core  a  tbture  good.  \>n  the  other  hand,  oor 
cause  is  not  without  its  hope.  The  inter«st  of 
the  people  and  that  of  the  leaders  of  a  party 
ore,  as  observed  by  a  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Stow,)  often  at  variance.  The  people  are 
always  ready,  nnless  led  astray  by  ignorance  or 
delosion,  to  partidpate  in  the  suooesa  of  the 
country,  or  to  sympathize  in  its  adversity. 
Very  aifierent  are  the  feelings  of  the  leaders ; 
on  every  great  measure  they  stand  pledged 
against  its  saooess,  and  almost  invariably  con- 
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uder  tbtt  their  politicil  ooiweqiieooa  depends 
on  ita  defekt.  The  beat  of  debato,  tb«  ipirit  <rf 
•ettled  oppodlion,  and  the  oonfldent  predietioD 
of  diaaater,  are  amoag  the  caoMs  of  tbU  oppo- 
■itioD  b«tween  the  interest  of  a  party  and  thtii 
ooantrj ;  and  in  no  inaUnoe  under  oar  own 
Oovernment  have  the;  existed  in  a  greater  de- 
gree than  in  relatioD  to  the  present  war.  The 
evil  is  deeply  rooted  in  the  constltntion  of  all 
ft«e  Qovernmeuta,  and  ia  the  principal  caoM  of 
their  weak nesi  and  deetmction.  It  hubntone 
ramedy,  the  virtue  and  InteUigenoe  of  the  peo- 
ple—it behooves  Uiem,  as  they  vatne  the  bleu- 
ingi  of  their  freedom,  not  to  permit  themselves 
to  be  dra-.vn  into  the  vortex  (tf  party  ntge.  For 
ifbysQch  opposition  the  flrmest  Oovernment 
slionld  prove  iuoompe tent  to  maintain  therishta 
of  Che  nation  agaiust  foreign  aggresuon,  they 
will  find  realiied  the  troth  of  the  assertion  that 
government  is  prot«ction,  and  that  it  cannot  ex- 
iHt  where  it  fails  of  this  great  and  primary  ob- 

feot.  Theanthorsof  the  weakDes8areaoDlrooa• 
y  the  first  to  take  the  advantage  of  it,  and  to 
tarn  it  to  tho  doslmction  of  liberty. 

ICr.  Duiu. — lir.  Speaker,  it  is  not  ray  in- 
tention to  detain  yon  long ;  my  principal  oljeet 
in  rising  is  to  conjure  gentlemen  to  bring  this 
debate  to  a  close.  Sir,  what  can  gentlemen 
flatter  themselvca  by  soSering  this  discnssion  to 
be  protracted  to  so  nnwarrantable  a  length  I  It 
cannot  be  sapposed  that  the  substantial  part  of 
this  House  (I  mean  those  who  think  tnnoh  and 
speak  tittle)  will,  by  theoretiool  or  sophisticated 
remarks,  be  driven  from  their  course.  Then, 
sir,  those  long-winded  speeches  mast  be  either 
intended  for  the  gallery,  or  for  gentlenien's  oon- 
Btitnents.  It  woold  certainly  be  n^Jnstifiahla 
to  sport  away  the  public  money ;  to  exhaust 
tho  pnblio  patience  in  making  long  speechee, 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  amusing  the  ear  of 
tho  gallery.  And,  sir,  yonr  constituents  would 
mncTi  rather  yon  woold  act  with  dedsioD,  with 

r aptitude,  in  adopting  measnres  calculated 
a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  that  it 
might  be  bronght  (o  a  speedy  and  honorable 
termination,  than  to  take  up  weeks  in  detailing 
the  csnaea  of  the  war.  The  people  are  fUly 
apprised  of  the  causes  of  the  war,  from  the 
documents  that  have  been  promolgated;  they 
are  satisfied  that  it  is  a  Just  and  necessary  war : 
that  it  has  been  forced  upon  us  by  the  li^nstice 
and  oppression  of  our  enemy,  occasioned  in  a 
great  iiieasore  by  the  violent  opposition  of  a 
party  to  the  Adminietration,  Sir,  act  so  as  to 
give  a  vigorous  prosecntion  to  the  war,  and  act 
promptly,  and  the  people  will  sopport  yon  with 
manly  firmness,  independent  of  the  considera- 
tjon  of  expense. 

Hr.  Speaker,  this  bill  contemplates  raising 
twenty  tlionsand  men  for  one  year.  AlthongL 
I  shall  vote  for  the  bill  nnder  consideration,  I 
do  not  altogether  approve  of  it.  Sir,  the  time 
of  service  is  too  short  to  answer  a  valuable 
j)nrpose. 
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overrun  the  British  provinces  in 
I  should  like  it  much  oettar  if  the 
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time  of  aervioe.  as  has  been  proposed,  wn  ex- 
tended to  eighteen  months,  and  the  boon^ 
raised  in  proportion.  Yon  would  then  h»Te 
the  sdvantage  of  two  campugBS ;  in  the  iMt 
of  which,  you  might  cnlculato  on  a  oexiahOj 
of  being  able  to  do  something  of  a  decisva 
character,  as  yon  would  have  the  advantage  d 
disdplined  troops;  and  re^ly,  sir,  if  tbis  bin  is 
to  answer  any  valnabte  purpose,  it  ooght  to  have 
been  passed  some  time  since.  GentleoiencntHD- 
ly  must  see  that  the  oMect  of  the  oppoaitHHUs 

Croorsstination;  they  have  predicted  that  the 
ill  nnder  oonsideration,  if  adopted,  will  not 
only  ran  the  country  to  extraordinary  expense^ 
swell  the  national  debt  to  aa  enwrnona  SMt, 
bnt  that  it  will  nltimately  bring  disgraoe  cm  tlie 
Oovernment.  And,  sir,  they  are  detMnuned 
that  their  predictioni  shall  be  realized,  by  pot- 
ting off  the  passage  of  the  bill  nntil  kaU  in  tlte 
season,  thereby  preventing  you  from  obtuning 
the  men  in  time  to  do  any  thing  of  a  deaaiva 
character  next  summer.  This,  in  my  mind,  is 
nnqnestionahly  their  object ;  and  I  believe  the 
ambitioD  of  some  of  them  is  such,  that,  rather 
than  1m  found  false  propheta,  they  would  eodan- 
g«r  the  only  repobUo  in  the  world.  &t,  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  understood  to  include  the  whole 
Federal  party ;  far  &(Hn  it  I  believe  there  an 
some,  and  I  hope  a  considerabla  porticHi,  who 
are  American  in  principle,  and  woold,  pertL^l^ 
go  as  &r  as  any  Am^ican  in  defonding  thoir 
country's  rights.  Sir,  it  ii  not  my  intenticm  to 
arraign  moUvn;  but,  q>esking  of  party,  what 
has  been  the  oondnot  of  the  Fodwalists  &r 
twelve  years  past,  ever  einoe  the  terminotioa 
of  the  Reign  of  Terror  I  A  uniform  oppotdtion 
to  every  thing  of  a  prominent  character  pro- 
posed Dv  the  different  republican  AdminisQ*- 
tions.  Now,  sir,  if  Ur.  Jefferson  and  llr. 
Madison  bad  been  the  weakest  of  moi,  as  wdl 
as  the  wickedest,  (which  no  man  in  h^  seose^ 
who  had  any  respect  for  his  character,  or  stand- 
ing in  society,  would  aisert,)  they  must  have 
aocidentally  happened  onsometiiing  right  in  the 
conrse  of  twelve  yeaia, 

Mr,  Speaker,  it  is  mortifyiu|[  to  see  gentle- 
men who  call  themselves  Amerioana,  rise  op  ia 
the  faoe  of  the  nation  to  palliate  and  vindkate 
the  ooodnot  of  an  enemy,  and  at  the  same  time 
reprobate,  in  the  strongest  langoiwe  of  riiUenl^ 
every  step  proposed  by  the  AdminiBtrUion  cal- 
culated to  connteract  the  iniquitous  and  de- 
structive policy  of  our  enemiy.  Can  aach 
conduct  be  called  American  t  Sir,  when  it 
ought  to  be  the  duty  Mid  pride  of  every  man 
having  any  pretensions  to  Ameiioan  prineiples, 
to  rally  under  the  goveirunental  standard,  ia 
order  to  assist  in  expelling  our  tyranniesl  <w- 
pressors  from  the  oontinent,  by  whioh  eitn- 
oating  the  Government  from  its  present  diffi- 
onlties,  you  see  the  Federal  party  making  evoy 
exertion  in  their  power  to  make  the  war  a 
dishonorable  one. 

I  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  it  b  in  the  natorr 
of  tp;  rannical  or  aeepotical  Oovemments  to  take 
arbitrary  strides ;  yet,  ur,  I  do  believe  that  Hw 
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wa  at  thtfl  time  labor,  &re  measnrablj,  if  not 
entirely,  attribnUble  to  the  party  hostility  ar- 
rayed against  tlie  Administration.  Sir,  tbey 
have,  by  their  nniform  oppoeitioii,  led  the 
British  to  believe  that  they  had  a  powerfal  par- 
■^  in  this  ooontry;  that  parties  vere  Dearly 
equally  halanced ;  that  it  would  be  impoaaible 
fiv  a  Bepnblican  Administration  to  adhere  to 
any  decided  stand  taken  Against  England,  and 
that  finally  the  English  party  would  prevful. 
Thna,  sir,  have  GoTemment  been  beset  by  party. 
TlKy  have  been  baffled  in  every  peaoeaole  step 
ealcolated  to  vindicate  oar  rights,  or  redrees 
onr  grievances,  Diilil,  by  the  injustice  of  onr 
foreign  enemy,  twttomed  on  the  aid  they  calcn- 
loted  on  receiving  from  onr  domestio  foea,  the 
Government  have  been  forced  inta  war.  And 
now  yon  are  told  to  pnt  a  stop  to  the  war,  and 
try  once  more  if  Briton  will  not  do  as  justice. 
Degrading  thought!  Sir,  we  have  already 
humbled  onrselvee  in  making  proposals,  and  aU- 
efibrts  on  the  part  of  the  Amuinistration  failed. 
The  world  has  seen  and  nnderstood  that  the 
f^ure  was  attilbntable  to  her  own  wickednesa, 
and  not  to  onr  pertinacity.  Bir,  the  American 
Admin  iatration  has  exhibited  an  example  of 
moderation  imparatleled  in  the  annals  of  the 
world ;  oar  forbearanoe  has  astonished  the  nni- 
verse,  and  we  have  the  consolation  to  see  that 
neitlier  the  gnilt  of  aggresdon,  nor  the  folly  of 
ambition,  can  be  fUrly  attribated  to  it.  Nego- 
tiation, as  well  as  patience,  has  been  eihansted. 
Instead  of  appealmg  again  to  the  justice  of  a 
Government  that  makes  prinoiple  bend  to 
power,  we  have  been  necesearilj  compelled 
(though  relnctantij)  to  appeal  to  anns.  and  I 
tmat  la  God  that  Uiey  will  never  be  leii  down 
short -of  jnatice. 

Mr.  Chbvu  rose. — It  was  fw  some  time 
during  this  debate,  said  he,  my  intention  to 
have  mingled  my  unimportant  opinions  and 
nntimenta  with  those  of  other  gentlemen  in 
this  diacuEsion ;  bnt  I  gave  way  from  time  to 
time  be&a«  the  eageraees  of  others  who  were 
desirous  of  presenting  themselvee  to  your  atten- 
tion, and  I  had  entirdy  abandimed  the  idea  of 
taking  aiiy  part  in  the  ar^ment ;  bnt  the  sud- 
den and  nnezpeoted  indigpoaidon  at  Ihia  mo- 
ment of  my  worthy  friend  and  honorable  ool- 
lesgae,  (Ur.  Willuhs,)  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  with  whom  this  bill  originated,  who 
was  expected  to  close  the  debate,  has  left  a 
TacQum  in  the  argonient  which  I  propose  to 
fill.  Oonld  he  have  addressed  you,  as  he  was 
prepared  and  anxious,  in  the  &iihM  discharge 
of  his  doty  to  do,  it  would  have  rendered  the 
feeble  attempt  which  I  «ball  make  as  unneces- 
sary as  it  would  have  been  impertinent  and  ob- 
tramve.  I  propose,  then,  to  speak,  as  my 
honorable  friend  would  probably  have  done, 

Sanerally,  bnt  briefly,  on  the  several  heads  of 
Iscussion  whiob  have  been  introduced  into  the 
debate,  which  has  not  been  on  the  bill  before 
yon,  bnt  on  the  general  merita  of  the  war ;  the 
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ori^,  progress,  and  continuance  of  it.  I  mean 
not  to  censure  the  wide  range  which  this  dls- 
cusnon  has  takeiL  It  is  fair  and  right  in  gen- 
tlemen of  the  opposition  to  select  some  occasion 
during  each  session  on  which  to  disonss  the 
great  questions  of  state  which  theirablic  events 
of  the  passing  times  present ;  and  the  one  ftir- 
nished  by  the  bill  before  you  was  perhaps  as 
proper  as  any  other. 

Almoet  all  the  gentlemen  who  have  addressed 
yon,  have  very  gravely  told  yon,  by  way  of  ex- 
ordium, of  their  unquestionable  right  to  do  so, 
and  of  the  firinness  with  which  they  mean  to 
assert  and  exercise  it,  as  if  there  had  been,  at 
any  time^  really  an  opposition  to  this  freedom  of 
discussion.  These  introductions  must  be  a  little 
anmsing  to  the  members  of  this  Hoose  and  to 
the  attendants  in  your  galleries,  who  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  listening  to  the  gentlemen.  Bat 
if  there  ever  could  have  been  a  donbt  on  this 
eutject,  and  surely  there  never  was  any,  the 
debate,  which  I  hope  is  about  to  be  closed,  af- 
fords, an  ample  refntation  of  it.  There  are 
parts  of  this  debate  which  will  descend  to  dis- 
tant posterity  as  a  monument  of  the  freedom 
of  discussion  in  this  Hall.  1  trust,  sir,  we  shall 
f^imish  few  snch  testimonials — I  hope  never  to 
see  another  exhibition  on  this  floor.  They  mnst 
be  looked  upon  with  apprehension  by  oil  those 
who  oonsider  the  restraints  of  personal  polite- 
ness and  the  arbonity  of  social  esteem  as  af- 
fording a  better  security  to  those  who  love 
peace  and  good  manners,  for  the  preservation 
of  these  vtdoable  objects,  than  con  be  lent  by 
the  Btrongeet  arm  or  the  severest  sanctions 
which  positive  institutions  have  established; 
reetrainta  under  which  even  "  vice  itself  loses 
half  its  evil,  by  losing  all  its  grossnesa."  I  shall 
imitate  iho  example  of  gentlemen  who  followed 
in  the  debate — I  shall  pour  oil  upon  the  waves, 
and  endeavor  to  still  toe  raging  of  the  storm. 

Gentlemen,  froitful  in  epithets,  yet  rather 
fruitful  in  their  abandonee  than  in  their  variety, 
have  nailed  tiiis  an  ut^Jnst,  wanton,  wicked,  ana 
isary  war.  I,  on  the  oontrory,  assert  It 
.  .  k  last  and  necessary  war.  One  cbarao- 
toristio  mfficulty  here  presents  itself,  which  has 
ooourred  in  all  the  discnnion  in  and  out  of  this 
House  on  this  subject  What  is  a  just  and  no- 
cessar;  wart  By  the  advocates  of  war  it  b 
asserted  that  the  ininriea  and  insults  of  the  en- 
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the  magnitude  of  the  insults  and  injuries,  bnt 
deny  the  inference.  They  assert  that  the  war 
is  unnecessary  and  not  Justifiable,  because  the 
pecuniary  expenditure  and  loss  will  exceed 
in  value  the  commercial  objects  for  which  we 
are  contending.  The  advocates  of  war  deny 
both  the  premises  and  the  conclusion.  The  oh- 
ieota  of  the  war  are  not  merely  commercial,  bn^ 
if  they  were,  the  inference  is  denied.  They  ad- 
mit that  the  pecuniary  expenditure  and  loss 
will  exceed  the  pecuniary  value  of  the  com-, 
meroial  ot^ecta  for  which  they  contend,  but 
they  deny  that  a  war  fbr  oommeroial  otjjeols  is 
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therefore  nnneoesaarj  or  indefensible.  To  &n 
inteUi^ble  argnment  it  seema,  therefore,  under 
theee  circonislanoea,  n^ooBBarj  that  we  abonld 
begin  by  tome  defiuition  of  a,  jnat  ud  Deoe»- 
SBTj  war ;  and  ^et  it  seetna  to  be  a  melanclialy 
labor  in  a  great  and  free  State,  vbere  pnblio 
aentiment  ^ould  be  nneqnivocal  on  anoh  anb- 
Jeota,  to  proceed  bj  miee  of  logio  to  establish 
great  first  principles  of  public  eentimcDt ;  bot 
I  fear  that,  as  all  ^ood  things  are  pnrohMed  b; 
concomitant  sacrifices,  we  have  not  obtoinea 
the  imnimerable  blesrings  and  advantagea  of 
the  flreedom  of  speech  and  of  the  preaa  for 
nothing.  I  fear  thej  have  eonietiniea  anbstitn- 
ted  an  erring  reason  for  a  better  goide — the 
great  nncontamlnated  cnrrent  of  pnUio  feeling 
— the  moral  sense  of  the  nation,  of  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  HasbchnaettJl  (Mr. 
Qcihct)  bo  often  tella  so  mnch. 

But  we  mnat  Inqoire,  what  ia  a  tnat  and  n»- 
ceeaarywar?  A  war  is  Jnat  and  neceasai? 
when  waged  to  protect  and  defend  the  violated 

Cnniar;  interesta  of  the  oonntr; ;  or  to  de- 
1  and  secure  the  sovereign  rights  and  inde- 
pendence of  a  coontry ;  or,  lastlj  and  prinei- 
rally,  to  support  and  maintain  the  national 
nonor.  The  last,  indeed,  embrooes  all  the  others; 
and,  if  1  have  distingoiahed,  it  is  rather  in  con- 
formit}r  with  castom,  or  for  the  pnrpoee  of  eln- 
ddation  than  from  an;  practical  separation 
which  I  admit  between  the  last  and  the  former. 
But  I  am  lilcei;  to  incur  the  derision  of  the  hon- 
orable gentlemen  in  tbe  opposition  b;  spealung 
of  national  honor.  The;  seem  sot  to  have  ad- 
mitted the  term  into  their  vocabnlarj ;  the; 
treat  it  as  a  new  langnage;  the;  remind  me  of 
the  character  of  Qoldjiach  in  one  of  Eolcro/t't 
plafs,  who,  when  he  bears  tbe  Romans  men- 
tioned, exclaims,  "  Romans  I  Romans  I  who  are 
the;)''  Bo  the  gentiemen,  "national  honor! 
what's  that?  what's  that!"  Tet,  sir,  strange 
as  it  ma;  seero  to  the  honorable  gentleman  over 
the  wa;,  the  maintenance  of  the  principle  of 
national  honor,  b;  which  I  mean  thatpnnolple 
which  animates  and  snstuns  an  elevated  fitneee 
of  character  and  conduct,  is  the  on];  Jtutiflable 
caose  of  war ;  and,  if  jiecesHor;,  the  principle 
onght  to  be  maintained  b;  all  the  sacrifices  of 
war  in  its  worst  shape.  Ko  war  is  Justifiable 
or  neceasar;  which  is  waged  merel;  fbr  pecuni* 
ary  objects,  if  we  can  suppose  such  a  war,  for 
all  wars  involve  expense  and  loss  greater  than 
the  amount  of  anv  pecuoiaiy  otfjeets  fbr  which 
the;  can  be  wageo.  On  the  ground  of  interest 
merel;  they  would  not,  therefore,  be  justifiable; 
and  there  is  to  be  superadded,  what  cannot  be 
valued  in  mone;,  the  value  of  human  life.  But 
the  value  of  ever;  thing  is  fbnnded  on  the  aecn- 
ritf  with  which  it  is  e^oved.  One  unpunished 
violation  of  right  provokes  another  and  an- 
other, until  all  secnrit;  is  destro;ed;  and, 
therefore,  it  is  oeoessary  to  resist  given  infrac- 
tions of  pecnniat?  right  b;  aacrifioea  beyond 
the  value  of  the  right  itself  because  raristanoe 
ia  necessary  to  the  security  of  all  other  pecuni- 
ary ri^ts — na;,  to  the  seonrit;  of  oil  other 


rights.  Secnrit;  of  rights  ia  a  political  thing; 
it  is  tbe  protectitHi  c^  Govorunent ;  it  denrti 
its  valae,  and  a  great  portion  of  Ha  power,  too, 
tmm  a  (oithfhl  and  nnrdaxed  spplieatim  uf  it 
to  al!  the  rl^ts  and  interests  of  a  natioo ;  sad 
is  diminished  in  its  value,  and  in  its  power  sbo, 
by  an;  failure  to  affwd  the  proteetioa  which  ia 
due  b;  Government  to  tbe  snbjeets  and  tlta 
intereeta  under  its  amtroL  To  abandon  ii^ 
)3lere«t  is  to  abandtni  all,  and  to  protect  ooeis 
to  protect  all ;  war,  therefore,  waged  to  F'ltMt 
one  political  right  is  waged  to  protoet  m  \k&- 
tical  rights ;  no  war  is,  in  conseqaeuce,  mtdt 
for  an;  ^ven  right  m«el;  as  mch,  but  to  all 
tbe  ri^is  and  interests  which  ore  bound  to- 
gether in  a  nation  nndor  the  social  and  drS 
compacts.  To  compare  the  expenditure  snd 
loeeea  of  war  with  the  value  of  oomii.er<dsl(^ 
Jects,  which  may  be  the  immediate  cause  d 
war,  is  to  talk  idl;,  and  to  for^  the  true  end 
of  ^  war  and  the  first  great  pnrpoee  t£  Got- 
ernment — security.  A  great  man  (Sir  Jsraa 
Mockintoab)  has  said,  "Ute  paramount  intereit 
of  every  State,  that  which  comprebeods  ill 
others,  is  secnrit;."  Will  ;oii,  then,  it  mi;  \* 
inquired,  go  to  war  to  avenge  the  infraction  i/ 
the  smallest  right  under  tbe  iHvteotioo  of  Gcf- 
emment,  and  for  thb  olject  jeoparffias  cva; 
other,  and  spill  the  blood  of  yonr  feBow-dli- 
lens  ?  Certainly  not.  There  is  a  fitness  whki 
cannot  be  defined  in  ontitupation,  but  which 
is  easily  discoverable  when  the  oecasionacm^ 
which  determines  when  a  •ntx  is  necessirr.  It 
ma;  depend  upon  the  nature  of  the  iq}ary;  m 
the  character  which  the  nation  has  aoqrared; 
on  its  ability  to  avenge  the  injury ;  on  ik« 
character  of.  the  nation  which  has  inflietel 
the  ii^nry,  and  a  thonsond  other  circunstia- 
cea.  The  qneetion  onght  always  to  be,  Whit 
becomes  the  natJODt  What  is  dne  to  the 
national  honor  t  What  is  neoesaai;  to  ■>»■ 
twn  an  elevated  fitnea  of  character  and  eoe- 
duot  in  the  nUiont  If  the  iiynt;  sastiiiwd 
be  one  which  cannot  or  will  not  proboblr  b* 
repeated,  it  is  leas  neocssar;  to  avenge  it  V 
the  nation  be  poor  and  feeble,  it  ma;  be  obiigid 
to  submit  to  the  violation  of  a  great  rif^it.  If 
it  be  great  and  powerful,  it  must  aonietinx*  i* 
sent  a  smaller  injury ;  it  may  sometimes  ditdm 
to  notice  a  oonsiderable  aggroBsion  upon  iU 
rii^ts;  in  abort,  in  do  iostanee  is  the  eiptus 
of  the  war  a  role  which  will  prove  it  Jnst  mil 
necessary,  or  otherwise;  in  every  instSDCe  i> 
national  nonor,  that  is,  a  fituesa  of  chai*^ 
and  conduct,  the  role  b;  whi<di  its  neesM? 
and  justifiable  cbsraoterare  determinable.  G«t- 
eraU;when  a  nation  is  able  to  resist  with  dM 
the  infraction  of  important  peonoior;  ri^lB,  it 
seems  indnbitable  tnat  an  elevated  fitnaa  c' 
character  and  condnct  reqairee  tesistanee.  But 
this  oUigotion  is  increased,  and  is  1«sb  donlithl 
when  any  of  the  sovereign  ri^ts  of  a  Mii<« 
•re  iufiinged,  as  in  gross  and  reiterated  iasolct 
to  the  nationid  flog,  hobitnal  violatiooa  of  ^ 
perwHial  libert;  of  ita  snhjecto,  iuvasioa  of  it^ 
territories,  and  the  like ;  these  are  assaallnvM 
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ita  independence,  and  there  Ib  no  room  left  for 
an  iiiQQiry  into  the  fitnesa  of  re^taooe ;  it  maj 
indeea  be  snpposed  to  change  from  a  question 
of  expadiency  to  an  act  of  neoeHit; ;  it  is  a 
Btmggle  fur  self-preserration ;  the  nation  acts 
upon  a  principle  which  is  inhereot  in  the  mean- 
est insect,  and  of  which  inanimate  matter  is 
not  divested ;  the  worm,  when  troddon  on, 
writhes  io  resistAnce  as  well  as  anguish,  and  the 
reaction  of  inanimate  matter  seenu  to  be  the 
repnlsive  act  of  self-preservation. 

What,  then,  did  an  elevated  fltneaa  of  oharac- 
ter  and  conduct  require  of  the  American  Gk>T- 
ernment,  in  relation  to  Great  Britain,  at  the 
moment  war  was  declared  ?  What  does  it  still 
require )  1  repeat,  the  war  is  a  just  and  neces- 
HBr;  war.  This  will  be  proved  by  adverting  to 
the  causes  of  the  war.  What,  then,  were  the 
canecB  of  the  war }  They  were  principallj  new 
and  before  nnheard-of  blockades — the  Orders 
in  Gonncil,  which  have  been  generally  so  called, 
by  way  of  pre-eminence;  the  spoliations  of  oar 
commeroe  under  rarioas  nnfoanded  and  inmlt- 
ing  pretexts,  and  the  impressment  of  our  sea- 
men. I  am  not  permitted  by  the  circnmstan- 
cea  nnder  which  I  address  you  to  go  at  length 
into  any  of  these  subjects.  But  I  may  mk, 
what  on  the  ocean  did  we  enjoy  but  by  the  suf- 
ferance of  Qreat  Britaini  What  insults,  what 
ii^nriea  had  we  not  suffered  I  When  did  they 
begin ;  when,  thon^  they  may  have  been  va- 
ried in  charanter,  were  thev  relaxed  in  degree, 
and  when  were  Uiey  probably  to  ce8^e^ 

Great  Britain  has  been  properly  selected  as 
the  first  object  of  onr  hostility.  When  a  prop- 
ortion was  made  to  include  France  as  well  as 
Great  Britain  in  tlie  declaration  of  war,  gentle- 
men on  neither  side  of  the  House  did  support  it. 
The  opposition  prints  thronghont  the  Dnion 
laughed  it  to  scorn.  Few  men  thought  of  re- 
eistmg  both  at  once.  The  voice  of  both  pai^ 
tlee  appeared  to  be  against  it.  The  Govern- 
ment, obliged  to  resist,  was  obliged  to  select  its 
enemy.  Bhonld  France  have  been  selected  I 
With  the  blood  of  our  citizens  insultingly  slaugh- 
tered wiiluiut  the  slightest  provocation,  on  the 
shores  of  our  own  territory,  nnatoned  for  till 
the  moment  of  the  declaration  of  war,  with  the 
hai>itnal  impressment  of  our  seamen  in  every 
aea,  with  the  continual  and  reiterated  violation 
of  your  right  to  seek  where  yon  choose  a  mar- 
ket for  your  native  produce,  all  before  your 
eyes,  and  with  no  hope  of  a  discontinuance  of 
th«ae  injuries,  we  are  told  that  we  ought  to 
have  diverted  our  eimiity  ttota  Great  Britain, 
And  directed  it  against  France.  Where,  sir, 
oould  we  attack  France?  Where  are  her  colo- 
nies into  which  we  oould  carry  our  armst 
Where  oonld  we  snlyngate  her  provinces  t 
Where  are  her  shlpst — where  her  commerce} 
Where  could  we  nave  carried  on  against  her 
naj  of  the  operations  of  war?  Would  the 
ohivalry  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Bouse  have  suggested  an  invasion  of  France? 
An  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr, 
Gold)  lud  it  would  not  have  reqoired  another 
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man  nor  another  ship,  to  have  resisted  France. 
But,  why.  1  pray  you  T  Because  such  a  resist- 
ance would  have  Men  confined  to  the  idle  and 
nugatory  act  of  declaring  iL  Effectual  reeist- 
anoe  would  have  been  impracticable.  Gentle- 
men would  resist  France,  would  declare  war 
against  France,  merely  to  show  tlieir  indigna- 
tion at  her  perfidy  and  injustice;  and  here  I 
confess  my  feelings  go  with  the  gentlemen — I 
would  do  so  too,  had  we  no  other  enemy  to 
contend  with.  But  if  we  had  abandoned  or  de- 
ibrred  onr  reristance  to  the  iijuries  of  England 
and  as  a  pretext  for  it  assailed  France,  would 
not  the  act  have  been  idle  and  weaki  Woald 
it  not  have  been  wicked)  to  borrow  one  of  tVe 
epithets  which  gentiemen  have  applied  to  the 
war  with  England,  so  to  have  sported  with  the 
public  feelings  and  the  nations!  resentment  as 
to  have  declared  war  ag^nst  France,  the  minor 
aggressor,  whom  we  could  not  touch,  and  to  have 
snppressed  our  reeentment  agtunst  Great  Brit- 
ain, whose  iigurios  were  unlimited  and  unceas- 
ing, and  whom  alone  we  could  reach?  But 
why,  sir,  are  the  Injuries  these  nations  have 
done  oontrastdd,  and  those  of  the  one  made  an 
apology  for  those  of  the  other !  Why  are  we 
partisans  of  either  ?  Have  we  no  country  of 
our  own?  Is  there  a  land  upon  the  globe  so 
&ir,  M  happy,  and  so  free  ?  And,  beholding 
and  eiyoying  these  blessings, 

"  Bienthei  there  a  man  with  lonl  so  dead 

Who  nenr  Co  himHlThHth  nid, 

TTat  u  »q>  vtsn,  my  natitt  land!" 

Sir,  I  feel  neither  as  a  Frenchman  nor  Briton, 
but  as  an  American.  As  a  citizen  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  I  bear  no  affection  to  any  other 
country.  If  I  have  any  feeling  of  partiality  for 
either  of  the  great  belligerents,  it  is  for  the 
country,  and  tie  people  of  Great  Britain.  From 
them  I  draw  my  blood  iu  a  very  short  descent. 
But  that  nation  is  the  ininrer  of  my  country, 
and  I  can  see  her  in  no  other  light  than  that  of 
an  enemy,  nor  can  I  find  any  apology  for  her 
in  the  injuries  France  has  done  us.  Sir,  the 
Government  did  right  in  discriminating  between 
Britain  and  France,  and  selecting  the  former.  It 
was  the  only  mode  of  real  practical  resistance. 
The  world  would  have  laughed  at  ns  bad  we 
declared  war  ag^nst  France,  who  was  no  long- 
er able  to  injure. us,  whom  we  oonld  not  assail 
with  efi'eot,  and  have  left  the  unceasing  injuries 
of  Great  Britun  to  go  on  unresisted  and  nnre- 
sented.  The  world  would  have  considered  tt 
as  a  mere  cover  for  onr  pusUlauimit^.  I  say, 
then,  that  the  Government  was  not  tricked  into 
a  war  with  Great  Britain.  It  was  commenoed 
of  the  beet  and  moet  deliber- 
Jt  was  the  only  honorable  and 
practicable  course.  If  there  has  been  an  error, 
and  I  think  there  has,  it  was  in  not  having  long 
since  resisted  England.  War  against  England 
should  have  followed  the  first  embargo;  that 
was  a  wise  measure,  but  it  oould  not  endure 
fbrever ;  it  carried  the  policy  of  commercial  re* 
■triction  upon  the  enemy  as  far  as  such  a  poUcy 
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ihould  ever  be  earned,  which  from  ita  natare 
can  onij  b«  Umponrj.  It  at  the  same  time 
prepared  the  natioa  for  war;  it  brought  home 
jonr  wealth  and  Beameo;  it  brouKht  home  yoar 
vewela,  and  placed  jud  id  the  attitude  io  which 
the  nation  ought  to  have  been  previoDS  to  war, 
tnd  its  termination  on^bt  to  have  been  follow* 
ed  b7  Immediate  and  vigorous  war.  The  pnlae 
of  the  DBtioQ  was  high,  and  the  oonfldenoe  of 
the  people  in  their  rulers  and  rewmroea  greaL 
Dtatrast  has  grown  out  of  the  heeltfttion  and 
tiralditf  then  monifeitod.  If  the  embti^  had 
been  followed  up  bj  war,  aome  of  the  greatMt 
iqjnries  we  have  since  snfiered  wonld  not  have 
oocnrred.  France  woqld  not  h^ve  rentnred  to 
have  seized  and  seqaeatered  our  vesMls  and 
propertT  aa  she  safaeeqaeatl;  did.  Bhe  waa 
tempted  to  do  it  because  she  saw  we  would 
auffer  and  submit  to  anj  itfjurj. 

Gentlemen  saj,  that  popiUar  opinion  waa 
against  the  war.  I  deny  it,  sir.  It  was  called 
fiir  hj  popular  opinion ;  and  this  will  not  be 
disproved,  however  soon  popular  opinion  shall 
incline  to  peace,  and  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Iloase  regain  the  reins  of  power, 
as  they  are  not  unliKely  to  do,  however  Just 
and  net^easaij  the  war.  Any  man  who  thonght 
with  half  the  ability  with  which  the  gentlemen 
do,  must  h»V6  believed  that  in  voting  for  war, 
he  was  probably  surrondering  himself  politically 
a  victim  on  the  allar  of  his  country ;  yet  it  is 
frequently  declared,  that  the  majority  nave  de- 
clared thia  war  to  preserve  their  seats.  They 
declared  it  agninst  popular  opinion,  too,  to  pre- 
serve their  seats,  which  they  hold  by  the  ten- 
ure of  popular  opinion  1  Are  gentlemen  seri- 
ous) Look  Qt  the  history  of  nations,  and  see  if 
the  wHT-makcrs  have  been  generaJly  the  peaoe- 

Bnt  war  was  prematurely  declared,  it  is  said, 
beeanse  we  liad  not  a  regular  disciplined  army 
U  the  time.  Preparation  for  operations  on 
land  ranst  have  been  relative  to  tlie  defence  of 
our  own  territory,  or  the  invauon  of  the  ene- 
my's territory.  The  militia  are  the  proper  and 
the  adequate  defenders  of  the  soil  on  which 
they  live ;  fur  this  purpose  we  did  not  want  any 
other  army.  Tbey  might  have  been  made 
mora  eitenxively  nselbl.  I  join  not  with  their 
revilers"!  wish  tliat  their  useMness  had  not 
been  circnmecribed  by  a  doctrine  subversive  of 
the  true  principle*  of  the  constitution  which 
waa  maintained  on  thia  floor.  I  r^oioe  that  1 
combated  that  doctrine;  yet  I  do  not  mean  to 
consider  them  as  a  fit  army  of  invasion.  I  ao- 
knowledge  that  we  were  not  prepared  with  a 
regularly -disciplined  array,  qneJified  for  the  in- 
vasion and  conqaest  of  the  enemy'a  country. 
But  should  we  have  been  preparea  by  winter, 
the  time  to  which  gentlemen  wished  to  have 
deferred  the  decUrntion  of  war  t  It  is  a  troth 
tliat  a  Government  like  onrs  never  will,  and 
never  can,  be  prepared  for  war  in  peace.  The 
great  and  effective  preparation  for  war  must 
grow  out  of  the  progress  and  events  of  the  war. 
Notwithstanding  oar  disasters  on  land,  1  believe 
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oar  preparation  is  greater,  and  onr  eitnatioQ 
better,  than  it  wonld  have  been  had  the  war 
been  deferred.  We  were  to  expect,  in  the  eom- 
mencement  of  the  war,  to  soffer  sach  misfor- 
tunes. Except  in  tbe  affair  of  Detroit,  nothing 
has  hwpened  whidi  should  caoM  as  to  bloih : 
that  du^ntoe,  like  the  disgrace  of  tbe  Chesa- 
peake, will  be  the  harbinger  of  gloi; — I  take  it 
as  an  omen  of  victory.  I  pledge  nysel:^  if  tbe 
war  continue  it  will  be  so  in  the  evenL  Aa  the 
war  stands  at  this  moment,  we  have  suffered 
little,  and  we  have  hmnbled  tbe  pride  of  the 
enemy  where  it  waa  most  insulting.  We  have 
insured  the  confidence  of  the  nation,  from  the 
saasbore  to  the  monntuns  beyond  tLem,  as  br 
as  our  popollUion  reaches,  in  onr  naval  abill^. 
I  ask  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Honse,  whether  we  have  not  gained  eomelMng 
in  this  respect  by  the  war  t  Iji  one  word,  wlu 
wonld  now  commence  the  war  and  take  the 
ehanoe  of  better  success  in  preference  to  the 
actnal  fbrtone  of  the  war  since  it  has  been  de- 
clared. It  was  not  prematurely  declared.  I 
now  oontend  the  war  ought  to  be  continued. 
Some  gentlemen  have  thought  fit  to  eay  in  de- 


their  own  act,  their  celebrated  protect,  I  will 
prove  tlie  contrary.  Impressment  is  tliere  enu- 
merated as  among  the  causes  of  war,  as  it  waa 
in  all  the  pabtic  acts  of  the  time  relative  to  the 
causes  of  war.  Without  more  words,  I  am  ait- 
tboriied  in  assertiDg  that  impressment  was  one 
of  the  principal  caosesof  the  war;  andsllhongh 
had  tha  Orders  in  Council  been  revoked,  and 
their  revocation  known  to  us  before  war  was 
declared,  we  would  no  doubt  have  tempc 


longer;  yet  this  cause  itself  most  in  i 
have  produced  war. 

It  appears  that  very  soon  after  the  General 
Government  went  into  operation,  this  practice 
was  the  subject  of  remoustranoe ;  thia  was  un- 
der the  Administration  of  Geueral  WaAEison». 
It  has  been  the  snl)]ect  of  negotiation  and  le- 
monstrance  under  every  sncceediug  Adminis- 
tration, But  it  u  alle^d,  because  it  waa  not 
settled  in  the  Treaty  ta  17M,  that  it  was  not 
considered  by  General  WaBHiiroTON  as  Jostifia- 
ble  cause  of  war,  and  it  is  inferred  that  it  ongfat 
not  now  to  be  considered  as  snfBnent  canse  for 
the  continnonce  of  tbe  war.  What,  sir,  sbaQ 
constitute  cause  of  wart  The  spoliation  of 
your  property  t  Not  so,  eay  ^tlemen,  beeanse 
the  expenditure  for  redress  wdl  be  greyer  than 
the  imury  snst^ned.  The  violation  of  tbe  pe^ 
sonol  liberty  of  your  citiaeDs  and  tbe  degrada- 
tion of  the  ensign  of  your  sovereignty  1  No, 
s^  gentlemen,  Gener^  Washibotos  did  not 
consider  these  as  sufficient  cause  of  war.  Will, 
then,  any  injury,  or  any  combination  of  inju- 
ries, authorize  or  require  national  reeentmentt 
The  reasoning  of  tbe  gentlemen  wonld  lead  us 
to  a  negative  concluuon.  But  in  their  estimate 
of  the  actnal  causes  of  tbe  present  war,  tbej 
^ipear  to  oonMder  the  bauness  of  impresement 
as  trivial,  and  the  Orders  in  Councit  aa  every 
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thing.  What,  bit,  ■will  jon  go  to  war  for  prop- 
arty,  the  valoe  of  which  is  011I7  relative,  and 
vluch,  compared  with  persomJ  liberty,  ia  worth- 
lea^  ODiI  n&iK  to  go  to  war  for  the  perBooal 
lib«rt;  of  the  citizen  t  for  that  which  ia  alike 
"Qinn  to  the  fbol,  the  t^,  Am  evQ— 
To  Ward,  to  iraten,  Chattm,  and  tha  Dnill* 
Too  will  wage  war,  and  not  to  rescue  yonr  fel- 
low-citizens fVom  impiisonment  and  stripea? 
Bnt  however  this  snlgect  was  to  he  viewed  be- 
fore we  were  aotnallj  involved  in  war,  It  moat 
DOW  be  put  on  a  footing  of  certaintj;  if  our 
claim  be  not  seoared  it  will  be  smrendered; 
to  make  peace  withont  obtaining  any  aecnritf 
agninst  the  abuse  of  which  we  oompMn,  woold 
be  to  aoqnieace  in  it,  and  to  acqaiesoe  in  it 
would  be  to  surrender  the  lighta  of  the  conntrj. 
Thu  was  the  reasoning  of  Mr.  King,  who  in  one 
of  his  commonications  to  Government  on  this 
Bobject  says,  he  has  abandoned  negotiation^  be- 
cause to  BCquieece  in  the  views  of  the  Bntish 
Government  wonld  be  to  snrrender  our  righta. 
And  shall  I  be  obligped,  sir,  to  «nne  here  with 
Tolumes  of  docnments  to  prove  the  rights  of  the 
citizen ;  to  demonstrate  that  the  naval  officers 
of  Britain  have  not  a  right  to  incarcerate  him ; 
to  draff  faim  to  the  gangway  and  flog  bim? 
.  Shall  I  DO  obliged  bj  a  lalwrioua  proeesa  of  rea- 
soning to  prove  the  obligation  of  Government 
to  rescae  nim  from  snoh  anfferiEg?  No,  gen- 
tlemen generally  have  abandoned  this  ground, 
and  say,  that  the  impreaement  of  our  citizens 
is,  under  proper  turcamstances,  justifiable  canse 
ot  war ;  and  the  gentleman  from  North  Caroli- 
na, (Ur,  Peaxson,^  who  opened  the  debate  on 
this  anbject  says,  toat  if  a  fit  proportion,  aooom- 
panied  oy  meana  calculatea  to  give  it  a  fair 
chance  of  SQCcesa,  were  tendered  and  did  not 
procure  a  oessation  of  the  practice  of  imprese- 
men^  he  would  support  the  war.  What  is  the 
proposition  which  he  sabmita  ?  That  we  shall 
protiibit  from  serving  in  onr  shipH  the  seamen 
of  Great  Britun  and  other  foreign  seamen,  and 
confine  oar  crews  to  onr  own  citizens.  This 
being  done  he  will  support  tiie  war.  I  chal- 
lenge gentlemen  on  the  other  nda  (rf  the  Hoose 
to  lay  distinotif  to  the  people,  for  whom  an 
honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Qcinot)  has  etXA  this 
debate  was  intended,  that  thia  war  should  not 
be  contlaned  for  the  protection  of  onr  seamen ; 
the?  will  not,  they  dare  not.  But  if  tbey  are 
against  the  oontinnance  of  the  war,  it  is  on  that 
ground  and  no  other.  The  honorable  geaUe- 
man  fifom  VirginiA  (Mr.  IUndolfh)  says,  Great 
Britain  has  a  right  to  insist  on  the  services  of 
her  own  subjecta,  and  that  England  wonld  not 
be  &igland  if  she  conld  not  command  them.  I 
Bay  that  America  will  cease  to  be  America  if 
ahe  suffers  her  to  command  them  at  the  price 
of  the  Uber^  of  her  citizens  and  the  honor  of 
her  fiag.  The  same  genUeman  says,  England 
vill  niJl  the  flag  to  the  mast  and  go  to  the  bot- 
tom with  it,  rattier  th»i  aorrender  the  right  of 
taking  her  aeamen  from  on  board  onr  merchant 
vewela.    I  hope^  dr,  we  shall  Imitate  the  noble 


example  she  sets  ua,  and  make  every  sacrifice 
rather  than  give  up  onr  citizens  to  bondage  and 

stripes. 

Bat,  say  gentlemen,  the  public  law  of  all  na- 
tions on  earth,  ancient  and  modem,  has  denied 
the  right  of  expatriation.  Admit  that  they  are 
correct,  and  for  the  purpose  of  the  argnment, 
I  do  admit  that  such  is  the  general  law.  But 
what  ia  this  law  as  modified  by  the  practice  of 
nations  t  Every  nation  which  has  inns  forbid- 
den expatriation  has  at  the  same  time  granted 
naturauzation,  and  the  general  practice  of  na- 
tions ia  undoubtedly  the  law  of  nations.  Does 
not  England  naturalize  foreignerat  Does  she 
not  naturalize  your  dtizenst  If  she  does  not 
do  it  as  generally  as  yon  do,  it  is  because  it  is 
not  her  policy  to  do  so ,'  it  is  enough  that  she 
natarslizea  yonr  seamen;  it  is  enough  that  all 
nations  have,  at  the  same  moment,  forbidden 
expatriation  and  granted  DatnraUzation,  The 
law  most  be  the  resnlt  of  neither  exclouvely, 
bnt  of  both  tiieae  practices.  Mr.  Burke,  (the 
great  Edmund,)  who  was  certainly  no  innovator, 
denominates  Charles  XII.  the  murderer  of  Pat- 
kuL  Batknl waabornaSwedishsubjeotandhod 
repeatedly  taken  up  arms  against  his  Sovereign; 
he  was  adopted  by  Kussia  and  had  been  her 
Muiister  at  the  Conrt  of  Pohmd.  Charles  XII., 
the  Sovereign  to  whom  his  natural  allegiance 
was  due,  (A>tBined  poasession  of  his  person  and 
put  him  to  death — this  act  Mr.  Burke  denomir 
nates  murder  I 

Governments  which  have  naturalized  foreign- 
ers have  protected  their  naturalized  sulgects, 
and  the  Government  to  whom  the  native  allo- 
wance of  snch  subjects  was  due,  though  they 
have  denied  the  right  of  expatriation,  have  not 
impugned  the  proteotins  interposition  of  the 
adopted  sovereign.  If  they  have,  it  has  been 
oonadered  as  an  act  of  unprincipled  violenc^ 
and  in  the  instance  of  Fatkul  has  merited  and 
received  the  denomination  of  mnrder.  On  thIa 
anl^eot  I  will  qaote  a  single  sentence  from  one 
of  Mr,  King's  letters;  he  says,  "it  behoovee 
the  British  Govemment  to  adhere  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  natnral  allegiance  wholly,  or  renounce 
it  wholly,"  Contending  themselvea.fbrtheright 
of  naturalization,  eon  the  British  Govemment 
deny  it  to  others  1  On  the  part  of  this  Goven>- 
ment  snfBcient  evidence  of  its  padflc  and  ao- 
oommodating  disposition  appeats  in  its  offer  to 
Borrender  every  thing  it  can,  consistentiy  with 
national  fiuth.  On  the  part  of  Britain  a  pro- 
traction of  the  war,  by  renisbg  to  meet  as  on  the 
terms  proposed,  can  proceed  from  no  other  mo- 
tive than  a  determination  to  continue  that  abuse 
of  power  which  she  has  inflicted  and  we  have 
suffered  so  long.  The  ground  taken  by  thia 
country  is  what  we  must  inust  upon  keeping, 
and  I  doubt  not  we  will  succeed  if  we  contend 


for  it  as  we  oo^t.    The  informality  of  the 
)tiation  between  our  Charge  d'Affairee 


British  Government  has  been  mentioned  as 
a  oaose  of  its  &ilure.  Iftberehadbeenanamioa- 
ble  diqKtsltioa  on  the  part  of  tlie  British  Gov- 
emment, the  authority  wonld  have  been  oonaid- 
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ered  ample.  If  there  be  not  an  amicable  dbpo- 
rition  we  will  negotiate  in  VMD.  We  most  fight, 
or  we  ihall  never  succeed  in  obUuning  a  reoog- 
Dition  of  DOT  rights.  I  will  advert  to  one  btrd- 
ment  of  the  gentlennui  bom  Sew  York,  (Mr. 
Ekott,)  who  baa  examined  this  enljeot  with 
abilit]'.  It  Is  that  one  which  appeared  to  me 
to  make  the  greatest  impresrion  on  the  Hoose. 
Be  said  he  had  examined  the  volnminons  docn- 


Hoose,  and  that  it  did  not  appear  from  that 
docDinant  that  mi^ra  than  ninetj-throe  Ameri- 
can seamen  had  been  impressed  in  the  year 
1809;  from  which  I  believe  every  one  who 
heard  him  iaferred  that  it  was  proved  afBrnia- 
tivel;  by  that  document,  that  no  more  than 
ninety -three  American  seamen,  who  were  named 
therein,  were  impressed  in  that  rear.  Now, 
what  IB  the  fact  ?  The  docnment  does  not  state 
in  one  ciwe,  perhaps  of  eight  or  ten,  when  the 
Impressment  took  place,  and  there  are  one  tbon- 
■and  five  hundred  and  nfty-eight  persons  named 
in  that  docnment.  Of  coarse  the  gentleman 
could  not  be  aathorized  to  saj  that  Init  ninety- 
three,  or  any  other  precise  number,  were  im- 
pressed in  1809.  All  those,  the  date  of  whose 
detention  is  not  stated,  may  have  been  impress- 
Ad  in  1609.  It  is  probable  much  the  greatest 
portion  was.  A  more  particnlareiamiDatioa  of 
this  point  of  inqairy  will  prove  the  magnitnde 
of  the  evil.  From  the  1st  of  April,  1809,  to 
the  80th  of  September,  1610,  a  period  of 
eighteen  months  only,  a  single  agent  of  this 
Government,  in  London,  received  one  thonsand 
five  hnndred  and  fijty-eight  applications  from 
impressed  seamen.  How  many  were  unable  to 
Bppljt  Men  imprisoned  on  board  ahipe  of 
war^  scattered  over  the  ocean  and  on  distant 
atatione,  how  could  they  apply  to  Hr.  Lyman 
in  London  and  give  in  their  names  I  The  num- 
ber impreaeed  must  have  been  great,  indeed, 
when  a  siogle  agent  in  the  short  space  of 
eighteen  months,  registered  the  names  of  one 
tboosand  five  hundred  and  fifty-eight  appli- 
'  cants.  Of  this  number  a  part  was  discha^ed, 
acknowledged  to  be  Americans  beyond  the  pos- 
mbility  of  denial;  a  small  namber  ia  detained 
as  being  born  in  England,  and  the  remdnder 
are  detained  nnder  various  pretexts — such  as 
rappoaed  to  be  bom  in  England,  being  on  dis- 
tant stations,  having  consular  certificatea  prov- 
ing them  Danes,  Swedes,  ic% ;  as  if  tb«y  had 
any  bettor  right  to  take  from  on  board  an 
American  vessel  a  Swede  or  a  Dane  than  an 
American  citizen.  Even  their  own  doctrine 
goes  to  assert  a  right  to  seize  none  but  their 
own  Butjects.  I  ask,  now,  whether  the  iin~ 
iffeedon  made  by  the  gentlemao  from  New 


York  was  a  Inst  one  t  Whether  it  does 
appear  probable  that  at  least  one  thousani 
those  contained '  in  this  list  were  impressed 


without  even  a  plausible  preteitl  Bnt  if  In 
*  ringle  statement  I  make  out  a  reenlt  so  vari- 
ant from  tbe  statement  of  the  gentleman,  I  beg 
you  and  the  public  to  test  the  other  -' *- 


of  the  gentleman  in  the  same  way.  Not,  sr, 
that  ih^  gentleman  made  the  statement  with 
any  unfur  intention,  for  no  man  ia  more  boa- 
orable  or  correct — be  has  my  highest  esteem — 
but,  it  will  show  how  liable  we  are  to  err — nay, 
how  prone  we  are  to  err  when  oar  feelii^  aad 
habit  of  thinking  ran  with  our  argoniait.  So 
much  for  impressmenL  It  is  an  abase  sach  as 
csnnot  be  tolerated  by  an  independent  "PtJ™" 
It  ia  one  which  ought  to  be  resisted  by  irar. 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken  on  the  pttange 

of  tbe  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative For 

the  bill  77,  against  it  42,  as  follows : 

Yus.— Willis  Alston,  joiL,  Wmtm  Aaimam, 
SteTBiuon  Anher,  Danisl  Amy,  *?—*■■'  Baooa,  Da- 
vid Bwd,  Joiah  Bvtktt,  Bvrwdl  BamM,  WOIum 
W.  Bibb,  WilUuD  Blw^li^  BobtH  Brown,  Wii- 
lism  A  Borwell,  WiUiam  Bntler,  Joho  C  Calkiaii, 
Francis  Csit,  Laogdou  Cheves,  James  Cochiui,  Jniin 
Clapton,  Leirii  Condic^  WDIiun  Ciawforl,  Ridiud 
CntU,  Rogor  Dsvii,  John  Dawion,  Jovpfa  Desha, 
Samael  Dinmoor,  Etiu  Eul«,  WOliaai  Fmdl^, 
Jamei  Fi^  Mnhaek  FrankllD,  Tbomai  OliolaDB, 
IiaUfa  L.  QiMD,  FeHi  Gnindy,  BdKng  H^  Obed 


.^2*- 


m«ii  lUefaaid  M. , 

King,  Abncr  Laoock,  Petet  £itU«,  Jui 
TboDiu  HDon,  William  McCoy,  Samiw: 
Alexandsr  MoKia^  Anoab  Metoair,  SuawJ  I-  HU^ 
chill,  Jetemiah  Umvw,  Hugh  Keboo,  Autfaaaiy 
New,  TbomBi  Mewton,  Steptwn  Onosby,  Inad 
PickeoB,  Jama  Ple&iantB,  Jan.,  B^qjamin  Pc^id, 
William  M.  RichardsOD,  Sunuel  Ringgold,  Tbomas 
B.  Rnberlma,  Jobn  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jotathaa 
Roberts,  Ebeneier  Sage,  Lemnsl  Sawytr,  Ebraeier 
Sfavcr,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Sfjbert,  Samnel  Shaw, 
Cieorge  Smith,  John  Smith,  Wflliam  Strong.  Joira 
Tali&tie,  GtHtp  H.  Troop,  Cbarie*  Tsnier,  ^ 
William  Widgeiy,  and  Bichaid  Wymi. 

Saib. — John  Bsker,  Abjjah  Kgnlow,  HemiaiaM 
Bleeekar,  Jsmet  Bieekenridge,  Elijah  Brigfaaa, 
Epaphroditw  CIiam[uan,  Uania  Cl^ttanden,  Mat- 
thew day,  TlK»aai  B.  Cooke,  John  Dareiipart,  >-., 
William  Ely,  Jamet  Kmott,  An  Fitch,  ThamM  &. 
Gold,  Chails  Goldaboroagh,  Edwin  Gray,  Jacob 
HuAy,  Kichard  Jackwo,  jnn.,  Philip  B.  Kiy,  Ljmaa 
Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  William  Lowodsa,  Aitbibmli 
McBtyda,  James  Milaor,  Jonathan  O.  Uowlj.  Jo- 
leph  Peanoo,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jnn ,  EUiha  R.  Pat- 
tar,  Jonah  Qnincy,  John  Randolpb,  VlUiain  Heed, 
Henry  H.  Ridgelj,  William  Rodman,  Daniel  SIufliFy, 
Richard  Stanibrd,  Lewis  B.  StnrgM,  Saomd  T^ 
gart,  Benjamin  Talknadge,  Uri  Tnej,  Laban  WLm- 
ton,  Leonard  While,  and  Thomai  Wibon. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be,  "An  act  in  ad<£- 
tion  to  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  to  nuse  an  ad- 
diUonal  military  f<»ve,  and  for  other  pnrpoaes.*  " 

Fbidat,  Janoary  IB. 
Land  elaimi  in  JftMOurt  jTerriCory — fti^trwi 
tivn  iffpritaU  elainu — Pro^ptietu. 
Ifr.  EiMPSTXAD  observed,  that  he  had  certain 
reeolnlions  to  submit,  on  which,  as  they  ven 
somewhat  in  detail,  he  would  ask  the  liberty  to 
make  a  few  remarks.  Under  the  seoond  aeotHa 
of  the  Srst  act  for  adjusting  land  clutas  in  0» 
Territory  of  Louisiana,  (now  ICisouri,}  eacb  ae- 
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toal  settler  waa  entitled  to  nix  hundred  and 
fort;  &creB  of  land,  together  with  snoh  other 
aad  ftirther  qauitlt;  oa  heretofore  had  been  al- 
lowed fnr  the  wife  and  familj  of  snch  actnal 
aettler,  agreeabl;  to  the  laws,  usages,  and  cm- 
tonis  of  the  Spanish  Government  A  majority 
of  the  Board  of  Land  CommiHsionera  In  that 
TerritoT?  were,  uoder  that  section,  eo  liberal  in 
their  grants,  that  it  exoited  the  alarm  of  Got- 
eminent.  This  alarm,  sir,  was  soon  transferred 
to  the  people,  and  hai  continued  ever  since; 
becanse  a  m^jorit;  of  the  Board  passed  from 
one  extreme  to  the  other,  and  granted,  in  manj 
instances,  only  one  hundred,  oae  hnndred  and 
fifty  or  two  hundred  arpens,  where  they  had 
before  granted  seven  or  mght  hundred  arpens. 
The  grants  for  the  smaller  qnantities  are  ooQ' 
tain^  in  the  lists  of  grants  and  beiqg  final 
Bgainat  the  Umted  States,  would  never  come 
before  Congress,  unless  upon  petitions  fh>m  in- 
dividual claimants.  Other  boards  of  CommiS' 
sioners,  acting  under  the  same  law,  have  granted 
to  the  actual  settler  in  every  instance,  when 
the  ISiW  had  been  complied  with,  ux  hundred 
and  flirty  acres;  and  it  would  seem  to  me,  sir, 
thatthepeopleof  theMissonriTerritory  are  en- 
titled to  the  same  jnstice. 

The  second  resolution  is  to  provide  as  wcH 
fbr  rejected  claims,  in  which  no  testimony  has 
been  adduced,  as  when  testimony  haa  been  re- 
ceived; and  to  prerent  individual  claimants 
iVom   loading   onr   table   with  petitit""      '"'" ' 


Ls  for  the  sanction 

Raoltei,  That  the  Commlttas  on  (he  Pnblio  Lands 
be  instnicted  to  inqnin  into  the  KtftHtBcj  oC  ao- 
thori^ng,  in  favor  of  the  claimanta,  th«  re-^iamins- 
tion  oT  l&e  grsnts  of  Und  made  by  ths  tmard  of 
Comminimierg  for  ucertslaing  and  a^ioatiiiK  the 
titles  and  claims  to  land  in  the  diibict  of  LoDiuana, 
undor  the  *eoond  wcdoa  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  aacerUtinlng  and  adJQitmg  the  tfUei  and 
dalmi  to  land  within  Ihs  Tenitoiy  of  Orleani  and 
the  diitrict  of  Loniaiana,*  pmwd  the  2d  of  Maith, 
ISDfi ;  and  al»  tbe  granti  mada  b;  ths  Recorder  of 
Land  Titlu  for  the  Territory  of  Miuoori,  Dodei  that 
part  uf  the  tbiid  leetian  of  ths  act,  entitled  "An  act 
fnrtber  pn>Tidins  for  Mttiing  the  ctoima  to  laud  in 
the  TerritoTj  of  Miuonri,'  pavad  the  ISCh  of  June, 
1813,  which  proridee  !ta  Mttlemeut  of  donation 
light)  in  all  coaea  where  the  qaautiqr  of  land  granted 
ia  leu  than  lii  hoadred  and  fgrty  acm ;  and  that 
■tid  committee  have  leave  to  lepcwt  by  bOl,  or  otben- 

Sfolcfd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
ha  !nMnicted  to  inquira  Into  the  expadiaapy  of  an- 
thoriilng  the  Beoorder  eTLand  Tltlci  lor  the  Tetrl- 
tory  of  MiMOuri  to  leeeive  tesdnuny  In  an  the  clalma 
to  laod  in  which  nana  hai  been  addooed,  and 
which  are  rejected  in  the  report  made  b;  the  kte 
boaid  of  Conunis^nen  (or  aacertalning  and  adjoit- 
ing  the  titles  and  claim*  to  land  in  the  tlien  diitriot 
of  Loniidana,  now  Territory  of  Uinoinii;  and,  after- 


thii  ieaolDtion,ai  the  atfaerrqjectedclalma  mentioned 
in  aald  report,  and  made  abttracta  Cfmtaining  the 
mhataDce  i^  the  evidence  in  n]{q>ort  of  nu^  (daimi, 
and  ancb  other  infortDatioa  and  remarka  aa  may  ho 
necesaaiy  to  a  proper  d«iiioD  thereon,  and  report  on 
aaid  olaum  to  the  General  CommiiaioneT  of  the 
Land  Office ;  and  tiiat  aaid  committee  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill,  or  otherwias. 

Rallied,  That  laid  committee  be  inatmcted  to  in- 
qnire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  the  right  of 
pre-emptian  to  actual  aettloia  on  (he  pablio  laudi  In 
the  laid  Territory  ofMIaaoori;  and  Uiat  aaid  oom- 
mittea  have  leave  to  report  by  tnll,  or  otherwiaa. 

The  molutlons  were  then  agreed  to, 

Monday,  January  18. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Haaaa- 
chusetts,  pBLSo  Taluian  ;  and  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, WiLLUM  Pmtn,  appwired,  and  took  their 

EjiamrofemeKt  to  Privatter  Ci^taret. 

The  House  reeolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  "  relating  to  captares." 

[The  bill  provides  that  compensation  sb^  be 
allowed  to  the  officers  and  crews  of  our  public 
vessels,  for  veeseU  of  the  enemy  necessarily 
destroyed  at  sea  after  their  capture.] 

Mr.  Babbbtt  stated  to  the  House  the  consid- 
erations by  which  the  Naval  Committee  had 
been  indnced  to  report  this  bill.  It  grew  more 
immediately  out  of  the  case  of  the  Gnorriere 
destroyed  by  the  Constitution — a  case  precisely 
in  point  Such  a  principle  as  that  which  the 
bill  pn^osed,  be  believed,  had  been  engraf1»d 
in  the  British  service.  It  was  at  least  required 
by  equity  and  sound  policy,  where  the  pnbUo 
service  required  the  destruction  uf  a  vesMl  for 
fear  of  re-capture  by  the  enemy  in  its  disabled 
state,  that  some  compensation  should  be  made 
to  the  captors  in  lieu  of  that  which  would  have 
accrued  trom  the  sale  of  the  vessel  bad  it  been 
brought  into  port 

Mr.  H.  Cut  (Speaker)  qwke  in  oppodtion 
both  to  the  principlee  and  details  of  the  bill. 
He  was  disposed  to  believe  the  principle  un- 
precedented in  any  other  country;  but  even  if 
it  were  not,  he  thought  it  ought  not  to  exist  in 
this  oountry.  It  would  have  the  effect  to  make 
it  the  interest  of  the  c^tor,  unless  the  vessel 
should  be  immediately  on  the  const,  or  in  the 
very  mouth  of  our  rivers,  to  destroy  the 
captured  vessel.  On  consulting  the  uuder- 
writers,  gentlemen  would  6ud  the  premium  re- 
c^nired  on  bringing  in  a  veasel  of  any  descrip- 
tion from  any  considerable  distance,  wonld  be 
equal  to  one-Wf  her  value;  and,  as  proof  of  it, 
Mr.  C.  instanoed  the  high  insurance  even  from 
Charleston  and  New  Orleans,  along  our  own 
coast,  to  a  oorthem  port  The  strongest  poasi- 
ble  temptation  would,  therefore,  be  offered  by 
giving  half  the  value  of  the  destroyed  vessel 
to  the  cantors  in  case  of  her  destruetion,  Mr. 
O.  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the 

ba 

Mr.  BAsenr  replied  to  Mr.  OLaT,.and  de- 
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fended  th«  biU,  on  the  fronnd  of  expedimoy 
wd  of  precedent.  In  tbe  British  DUion,  he 
•Bid,  rewards  were  Blwafs  tibenlly  bestowed 
OD  skSU  uid  valor,  and  thtij  miut  alwaji  be 
by  every  ooiiDtiy  that  wisbee  to  encourage 
the«e  qnalitiea  in  ita  citiiena.  The  priDdpIe 
did  exist  in  Uie  Britiali  service,  not  b;  Mata- 
torj,  bnt  bj  adniiralCj  reffolaUoDSi  and  in 
all  Buch  cues  rewuda  had  bean  libwaUy  dia- 

ICr.  Bacox  opposed  the  bill  as  inexpedient 
and  anpreoedented.  To  show  that  it  vent  bft- 
fond  the  British  legal  provisions  In  that  re- 
spect, he  qaoted  a  statnta  of  that  nation  which 
aUows  to  the  captors  of  Teasels  ao  deatrojed, 
as  the  bill  coDtdEQpIatea,  a  bonuty  tit  five 
pounds  for  every  man  fonnd  alive  on  board 
aald  captured  ve^sela,  the  aggregate  to  be 
equally  distributed  amoog  the  crew  of  the  oaf- 
ton.  Further,  he  believed,  that  Qovemment 
had  not  gone. 

Mr.  Chetes  od  this  remarked,  that  eveir  en- 
oouragement  was  afforded  to  BritJBh  naTBl  offi- 
ce™, by  their  Government,  a*  well  by  promo- 
tions to  higher  office  sod  to  nobility,  dtc,  which 
were  not  known  in  this  conntry,  as  by  pecu- 
niary rewards  and  pensions,  not  in  all  caaes 
by  statutory,  but  by  Executive  sanctions.  He 
was  disposed  to  be  liberal  to  onr  officers,  to 
fuBtcr  oar  rining  navv.  But,  though  ftiendly 
to  the  principle,  he  objected  to  the  particular 
detail  of  the  bill,  which  he  thonght  anacep- 
tible  of  modiflcationB  which  woold  be  better 
made  in  Milect  coramittoe  than  in  the  House. 
He,  tltereforo,  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  QuiNOT  objected  to  the  prin1:iple  of  the 
bill,  which  he  thought  fundunentally  qneslJOD- 
sble.  }Ie  was.for  providing  specially  bv  statute 
for  each  case  odcr  it«  occurrence,  wnere  the 
circnmstanceB  of  the  case  required  an  exercise 
of  liberality  by  Congress,  and  to  le^^slate  gen- 
erally for  fature  occurrencea. 

The  committee  then  rose,  reported  pn^reas, 
and  were  refbaed  leave  to  bit  ag^n:  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cebtcs,  the  bill  was  re- 
committed to  the  Kaval  Oommittee. 

TnssDAT,  January  19. 
Pritatetr  P«a»um». 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  aa,  the  bill  regulating 
penaiona  to  persons  on  board  private  armed 

[Thia  bill  directs  that  the  two  per  oent  re- 
served in  the  hands  of  consuls  and  collectors,  In 
pursuance  of  an  act  of  Jane  last;  req>ecting  pri- 
vate armed  vesKels,  &o.,  be  pud  into  the  Tnta- 
nry,  to  constitute  a  fund  for  pensions  to  per- 
sons disabled  on  board  private  armed  vessela,  of 
the  mode  and  degree  of  which  disability  the  log 
book  of  each  vessel  is  to  be  evidence.] 

Mr.  BuBWBLL  moved  to  strike  out  the  vital 
section  of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  try  the  prin- 
ciple. In  support  of  tlie  motion,  he  remarked 
tut  he  conceived  it  Improper  to  adopt  a  prin- 


dple  so  extremely  hable  to  abase  as  this,  e*- 
pedally  whra  penmmiB  had  been  reAtaed  la  at 
least  eqnally  meritorioDS  sufferera  during  Ae 
Revolntion.  The  evidence  which  the  h^  bot* 
of  a  vend  would  afford,  wonld  be  so  very  liafato 
to  error,  and  ao  IndeBoite,  aa  not  to  be  entitled 
to  that  conclnsive  weight  given  to  it  by  the  \S0, 
The  proper  coarse,  he  conoeived,  would  be,  to 
leave  the  tuljtct  open  to  the  annual  diqiositiaa 
of  Congress ;  whiim  was  now  the  caae  witb  oa- 
tain  other  pensions. 

Ur.  BAserrr  stated,  in  re|^y,  that;  at  Om  last 
sesrion,  two  per  cent,  having  been  reserved 
from  the  wages  of  the  seamen  on  board  private 
armed  veasds,  (or  the  avowed  and  dedar«d  par- 
pose  of  ooBstitvting  a  ftwd  for  peuMHis  to  tlM 
wooaded,  this  bill  now  merely  indicated  the  mode 
ofcar^ingtbisproTinonintoeffbet.  TbenKHMj 
had  been  reserved  by  the  collectors  and  coxurali^ 
and  as  It  was  never  the  intention  of  Congraas  to 
make  tbem  a  preeent  of  it,  it  remained  for  Goct- 
Rtss  to  direct  the  mode  of  its  distributioo.  If 
Uie  principle  was  incorrect,  it  ought  to  here 
been  oljectedto  when  the  pledge  was  given  hy 
the  House  last  saesion  on  the  anlyect. 

The  question  on  striking  ont  the  section  -wu 
negatived  by  a  very  small  m^lwitr ;  and  tbe 
oommittee  rose  and  reported  the  bill. 

Mr.  &TOW  made  a  motion  gtnng  to  confine  tbe 
pensions  allowed  by  the  Inll  to  such  aa  ahonld 
be  disabled  In  actual  service,  and  q>oke  in  enp- 
port  of  his  motion. 

Ifr.  UoEn  opposed  the  motion.  The  Mr- 
vices  rendered  by  the  privateers  were  vahiaUe 
to  the  country  and  ought  to  be  enoonraged. 
The  duties  od  prize  goods,  he  Raid,  brtwgfat  into 
the  port  of  Baidmore  alone,  liad  tmoQDted  to 
three  hundred  and  fiAy-fonr  tbonaond  dollon. 
This  showed  the  im^rtance  of  this  system  in  s 
peooDiary  point  d  view. 

Ur.  Brow  qnestjoned  tbe  benefit  rendered  to 
the  public  interest  by  privateering,  and  asjd  be 
was  In  favor  of  letting  this  fimd  aocamulete,  and 
first  see  whether  there  was  sufficient  to  pensoa 
those  having  received  knonn  wotuids  in  action, 
before  they  agreed  to  extend  it  to  all  rmmtltin 
on  board  private  armed  vessels. 

Mr.  Lrm.K  asserted  the  utility  of  priv-ateert 
and  their  efficiency  as  a  means  of  annoying  the 
enemy.  He  bore  testimony  to  the  bravery  they 
had  <£^ayed  in  all  conflicts  witii  the  enemy. 
and  to  the  injuries  they  had  inSicted  on  bia 
oommeroe.  The  enterprising  individiials  con- 
ceiued  in  it  ought  to  be  encouraged ;  for,  bj  the 
impediments  to  the  prosecation  of  their  ent»- 

Erise,  many  had  been  already  lUsconraged  and 
ad  ^mantled  their  vessels.  If  property  en- 
couraged, they  would  Boonr  every  sea,  however 
distant,  and  ransack  every  port  and  harbor  in 
aearoh  (^the  enemy.  He  was  in  fkvor  of  ex- 
hibiting the  moat  liberal  dbporition  towards 

Oon^erable  further  debate  totA  place  on 
the  amendment,  which  was  st  last  agreed  to  by 
a  very  amoll  mejority. 

Mr.  Rhk^  anbaequantly  moved  to  recc»nmit 
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the  bill  to  the  same  oommittee  wbicb  rMiorted 
It,  for  the  porpoae  of  anwodiDHit;  and  tbe  bill 
irM  reoommitted. 

■WMwntBDAT,  J^nnary  80, 
Aitrtmemieal  Oi*arvtii»ry. 

Hr.  MrrcniLi^  fVom  the  committee  to  whom 
'was  referred  the  memorial  of  WiUiam  LuDbert, 
■ndthe  report  made  thereon  by  tlieSearetarT' of 
State  at  the  last  8e«^on,  presented  a  bill  antlior- 
iziog  the  establish  ment  of  an  Astronomical  Ob- 
servatoi7 ;  wbicb  was  read  twice,  and  commit' 
t«d  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  onFridaj  next. 

The  report  ia  sa  follows : 

On  ths  STth  DMonber,  1809,  Hr.  Lambert  ad- 
dinanil  the  Hows  at  BeprBMutatJTaa  opoD  the  expe- 
dienoy  of  BriaUuhing  ■  fint  meridian  (ot  the  United 
SWaa  at  their  parmuient  wM  of  GoTsnuiiBiit.  Tbi* 
wa*  ordared  for  coniidentian  to  a  •elect  number  of 
trentlemeD,  vbo,  on  ths  Z8th  Harah,  cd^leen  hut- 
dred  and  ten,  laid  uptm  tba  table  an  able  and  learned 
opinion,  aooompanied  wiib  iiiieDtifia  calmlatiani  Q- 
InitntivB  of  the  object.  Tba;  oooohiilsd  tbrir  in*«*- 
ti^ntiDn  by  mcommendinz  that  pTorUoo  sbooU  be 
Buds,  b7  law,  for  deteimiDing,  with  the  sraatett  ae- 
enrac/,  lbs  distaace  between  the  (^tj  of  Wailung- 
-ID  and  Giaenwieh  in  England,  and  that  the  proper 


Afterward!,  dd  the  23d  Jannaiy,  1811,  the  memo- 
rial wu  referred  to  a  eetsct  oraamlttee  ;  and,  on  tlu 
38d  of  tba  eaaaing  Febroary,  that  ooounittee  wai 
diicharged,  and  the  memorial  niernd  to  lbs  Secre- 

taiy  of  Stale  for  liis  coniideration. 

ConJbnnaMy  to  the  deure  of  the  House,  thatofficer 
wrote  to  tba  Speaker  a  letter  which,  alter  hsTing 
been  read,  on  the  third  daj  of  Jolj,  181S,  was  or- 
dernd  to  Ue  on  the  table.  That  letter  wal^  on  the 
8lb  December  1  ait,  ordered  to  the 


who  hSTS  diligently  weigbed  the  matlela  which  it 


„     IT  the  comple- 
tion fi  their  nadonal  dignEty  and  tplendor. 

The  moit  read?  method  of  obtuiuug  the  Informa. 
tinn  to  be  derived  (rom  notjng  the  phenomana  of  the 
beiveui,  is  by  the  eatabliBbment  of  an  Dbnrraton'. 
Tbii  may  be  erected  at  the  city  of  WashingtoD.  By 
aoch  an  LniEitution,  meaoi  may  be  adopted  not  only 
to  fix  the  fint  meridian,  but  to  aKertaln  a  great 
number  of  other  astronomical  facts  and  occmrencei 
through  the  Tigilanoe  of  a  complete  astronomer. 

TauRSDAT,  January  SI. 

The  Honse  met  with  oloaed  doors ;  taA,  after 

ttdng  opened,  uother  member,  to  wit,  fhim 

Vew  Tork,  Pbtbr  B.  Pobtxb,  appeared,  and 

took  hia  Beat. 

Fbidai,  Jonnar?  29. 
ETiwvTogtmeKt  to  Privatetri. 
.     The  Hooae  anin  resolved  itaelf  into  a  Oom- 
ndttee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Com' 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  petitions  of 
joshw  Barney  and  Stephen  Kingston. 

The  reaolatjon,  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Vol.  IV— « 


Ways  and  Ueans,  "  that  it  is  ineipedient  to  le- 
sislata  npoa  the  snbjeot  of  the  petitions,"  was 
disssreedtoj  and  the  following  was  reported  to 
the  Uoose  as  a  anbetitale  thereto : 

"  Bmlttd,  That  any  right  or  claim  cl  the  United 
StaM  to  Biitiab  proper^  which  may  hate  been  c^- 
tnrad  by  American  ptinlaen,  aiiring  fram  fbtteitnn 
under  any  provisoa  of  the  non-impoTtetioo  aots,  ought 
to  be  rshnquiihed  for  the  benefit  of  the  capton." 

The  qnestioiioD  the  original  resolntionwsaslao 
disagreed  to  by  a  rote  of  the  EoDse.  For  disa- 
greeing 61,  against  it  47. 

And  the  resolntlon  proposed  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  as  a  substitute^  was,  as  stated  above, 
agreed  to;  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Wars  and  Mean*  to  bring  in  a  bill  in  poraQ- 
anoe  uiereot 

Irr^reu«d  Seanun. 

The  following  Uessage  was  received  he  m  the 

PoBSIDBin'  or  IBS  UxITBII  STi,TEB  : 
To  Oka  Stnau  ami  Sauf  of 

ReprmetatiBn  of  lit  Unitai  SMit  .- 

I  tnosmit,  for  the  information  of  CongreH,  oopiea 
of  a  oomq»ndsnca  between  John  Hitcbell,  Agent 
for  American  Prigam*  of  War  at  Hahfac.  and  the 
British  Admiral  ocmmandlng  at  that  station. 

I  transmit  for  the  like  purposes  copies  of  a  letter  from 
Conunodore  Rodger*  to  tbe  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy. 

Jahuakt  23,  ISIS.  JAH£4  MADISON. 

Eztrael  of  a  tetler  front  JAn  UitchtU,  Etq.,  Agent  far 

A»irunm  Ptitonen  of  War  at  Bali/ai,  to  Ihi  See- 

ntart  o/ auot,  daUd 

"DbcehbbbS,  1813. 

"leaver  yon  a  copy  of  a  corrsspondeiioe,  which 
took  ^aoe  In  conseqnence  of  different  application*  I 
readved,  either  by  letter  or  penooally,  from  psrsoaa 
detained  on  board  His  Britannic  H^jeity's  ibips  ct 
war  in  thli  place. 

"  Iformeilymeutionedloyautliatths  Admiral  bad 
Bleared  me  that  he  would  difcharge  all  tbe  oltiiens  of 
the  United  Statu  who  were  in  the  fleet,  and  actnally 
did  discharge  Mveral.  Thii  induced  ma  to  think  I 
ehould  be  coirecE,  and  In  Iha  perfect  line  of  my  do^, 
in  sending  him  a  list  of  tha  ^^licant*  to  ma,  and  re- 
qoeitiDS  an  inquiry  to  be  made,  sod  dlichaijei  granted 
Co  all  who  were  citiiensoftiie  United  States;  I,  diere- 
foie,  covered  him  a  list  of  the  names  now  enclosed  to 
you,  which  produced  bis  letter  to  me  oftheaame  date, 
^December  ],  ISIS.) 

''Ireadit  with  surprise, because  soms  oTths  men 
had  informed  ma  thrir  captain*  had  refdied  to  report 
them  to  the  AdmiraL  Nov,  if  no  one  here  was,  or  ia, 
allowed  to  do  it,  their  aitualaoa  1*  hopelen.      ^ 

t  i>  not  my  plaoe,  >ir,  to  reaaon  with  you  en  thl* 
basjaesi.  n-oo/  iff  Nativi^,  In  hi*  firal  letter,  b  a 
strong  eipresdoa  \  and  how  few  are  in  posKiuoa  of 
it,  and  how  many  who  cannot  obtain  It. 

"  The  aeoond  paragraph,  in  the  lecond  letter,  pre- 
vents my  Inteifertng ;  and  I  have  since  been  obliged 
to  aand  a  man  away,  requsiting  him  to  apply  to  bis 

t^fyo/alMerfnmJoin^tdUill,  Etj.,  Agent  far 
AnerKoH  Pruomenof  War  at  Balifiix,  la  Sir  Jolhi 
Bmbat  Warrtn,  daUd 

Dbcembu  1,  1813. 
Bia  1  Sinoa  the  uullng  of  ths  last  cartel*,  in  which 


nGoogle 


ABBIDaHSNT  OF  THB 


tinhftwnfoaMadaf  Be  to  praonra  Atir  fiKlmga, 
■od  tob*  nothooi*. 

Win  jM,  air,  lum  tba  gpodn**  to  iitmst  an  Id- 
oalnr,  ud  avtor  the  nloH*  (€  mch  u  an  4dtinM  «f 
IballiiiMdSttMiF 

BcddM  dM  cwtlond  Uit,  I  un  toU  dun  an  otlMM 
itkoM  DamM  I  ban  not 

I  b***  tb*  boMC  toba,  ftc^ 

JOHN  lOTCHELL,  JjmI; 

Oma/a  {rttor^hMn  JAiival  Sb-  Jita  Borlam  War^ 
fWL,  It  Mm  MUchM,  Etq.,  Ayemt  fir  Amtnttm 
Phttmtn  qf  War  al  Bali/a*,  Jaltd 

Dscnreaa  1,  18I& 

Bn  :  I  ban  Ae  honor  to  aoknciwledga  tba  reealpt 

of  TOor  tatter  ot  tbia   daM,  l«qiB«tIng  aoma  man, 

AaniD  maadoiied,  on  board  Hli  U^jea^'i  Mpt  on- 

dar   mj  command,  aaid  to  be  citiiana  c^  the  UniMd 

,  and  in  nplj,  beg  to  aeqoaint  Ton,  tbut  wbeo- 

clnd  ■   ■■  '         ■■ 


r  I  baTa  r 


I  from  the 


O^ 


)  of  Uif  MqartT*!  iblpa  of  anj  part  of 

crait  bah^  dtiiaiu  of  Amarka,  with  tnSciant  proof 

of  (bcir  natiTi^,  I  ha*a  dinolad  tb^   divharp 


'  any  appHcatiooi  fVom  man  belacgiiig  ta 
■  ablpa,  bot  (htongb  tbafr  cominaD&ig 


Orgi^a  UUir  from  JoK»  XitAra,  S^^  Aftml  fir 

Ameiiean  PnKHun  <^  War  at  Btiifax,  to  Admiral 

8if  JUbi  Bortam  Wamm,  daltd 

Dbcembek  8,  I81S. 

Sat  I  I  had  yaaterday  lb«  honor  to  laodT*  joor 
lattai,  dated  tb«  IM  liutani  is  wbiob  70a  ^lor** 
Ibat  yon  oaoDot  pemiC  tba  iotarferann  of  a»  appU- 
eadon  n^om  mao  00  board  of  Hia  Britanaio  lluMty'a 
abipa  nf  war,  bat  Aioogb  tbair  oommandingoaoara. 

DadroD*  of  ooBToiming  a*  iai  aa  powble  to  aitab- 
llihad  ragolatioiu,  parmil  ma  tb«  bonor  to  inqniro  of 
yoar  ExoeUan^,  if  \>J  Toor  l*ttar  I  am  to  andor- 
•HadlhallamDot  tonoaiT*  the  appUoatiuu  of  aaa- 
BMS  ■<— 'H^'y  tbamaalTca  ciliwai  of  the  Uoited 
Statea,  who  en  on  board  of  Hia  Hijeatjr'a  ddpa  of 
war,  ud  frnnllWT'''"'''  tba  lame  to  700?  If  thit  ii 
tba  maanli^  I  Aall  moat  oartainlf  coofom,  tbotigb 
I  mtiM  lament  the  regulation. 

I  bai*  tba  honor  to  be,  Ac„ 

J.  MITCHELL,  Agm^  dx. 

Ciftaf  altfr from  Aimir^  Sir  JAnBotioM  War- 

rw,  la    JolM   JlUdaU,  Etj^  AgtM  far  Amariem 

PritUMf  0/  ITor  at  ifoij^ai,  doMd 

'     DWXMUB  *,  18IS. 

Sn  I  In  r«plj  to  jonr  latter,  dated  TOiterdaj,  I 
haTa  to  acqnunt  70a  that  whenerer  aii7  addreM  la 
made  relatiTe  to  man  00  hoard  Hi*  H^jeMr'a  ibipa,  it 
mnat  be  b7  the  commanden  of  aocli  Taaaeli  ditoet. 

I  cannot  ponaitaov  application  hj  other  peraOna  in 
time  of  war,  but  in  the  abore  m  ' 

ItwiU. 


il  alwaja  aflbrd  me  pleaai 
In  any  n^ect  ttmtn  b 


change  of  priaonera,  or  to  aObid  enj  aid  or  raliif  in 
mr  powar.    I  ban  tba  bmor  to  be,  Ac, 

JOHN  B.  VABBEI. 


D.  S.  Fna 

BoeKDs,  J<H.  li,  ISU. 

Sbi  HenwiATavwillrecrin  twaaaatarbaoka, 
of  Hia  Britamio  U^aa^s  Teaaala  MoeeDe  and  Si^ 
pbo^  fcnod  on  board  the  Britiab  packet  SwaDow. 

Aa  tba  Britiab  bare  alwm  danied  that  Okj  de- 
tained on  board  their  id^ia  of  war  Aioeriean  citiaen^ 
knowing  them  to  be  iDeb,  I  aaad  70D  the  eodoaed,  ai 
a  pabUo  doonm^  ot  their  own,  to  prate  bmr  iDf 
■Ml  an  aaatftloB  aeoocda  wilb  dtair  pncttea. 

It  wffl  appear  bj  thMa  two  mnatn-  book*  tbat  *■ 
lata  aa  Ansnat  laat,  aboat  an  eigbth  part  of  the  M^- 
aeUa  and  fl^pho'a  newt  ware  Amaricana;  ceaaa- 
qnaott7,  if  tbare  i*  odIj  a  qnartor  part  of  that  pm- 
portioa  on  hoard  their  odiammdl,  that  tber  ban* 
an  infinitelj  greater  nnmber  of  Amaricane  in  iMr 
a^f  Ameriean  baa  7et  bi^  an  idea  t£. 


qwak  bat  too  plalalj  for  tbamaalna.     I  baie  the 
honor  taha,  fto^ 

JOHN  BODGEBS. 
Hoii.  Txn,  HaiOLiat,  Aaefatery  a^Oa  JVaay. 

The  itemMgt  mod  dootuncota  irer«  raad,  Kkl 
rafemd  to  tlMOommittee<tf  FweignBeliiiMa, 

TvEKHJ,  Juiuu7  86. 
TVwntry  UToUt. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Ghktis,  the  Home  re- 
•olved  ttMlf  into  A  Committee  of  the  Wbok  ca 
the  biU  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Waji 
and  Means  aathoriiing  the  issniDg  of  Tnamrj 
note*  for  the  Mrrioe  of  the  year  IBIS. 

["Ha  bin  antboriiea  the  Preaident  of  the  Unitid 
Statea  to  eaaaa  to  ba  iHoed  Traainrj  notee  to  Ae 
amonnt  of  fin  milliona  of  doUora,  latd  alao,  V  be 
ibin  deem  It  expedient,  to  iawie  a  fiuther  anmni^ 
not  eioeediiw  Die  "■il'""  trf'  doQan,  prortdnd  the 
amonnt  iaac^  nnder  tbe  latter  proriaion  aban  be 
deemed  and  held  to  be  in  part  o[  the  loan  <^  liiffm 
milliona  of  dollan  antboriied  by  the  lull  paoed  Itfc 
i^.  The  notea  to  bear  intereat  at  tbe  rate  of  fi*« 
and  two-flnba  per  cent,  per  annnm,  to  be  11  ilii  iimiI 
one  year  after  ue  day  on  which  diey  ore  m^iectiTdy 
iaaved.] 

The  Mil  haTiog  been  resd  through  hj  *eo- 
tloae,  end  no  ot^leotion  btving  been  made  tbera- 
to,  the  ootmnitlM  loae  and  reported  it. 

Tbe  bill  waa  ordered  to  be  engroosed  fcr  a 
third  readiitg  without  diviiioa ;  and  then  tha 

Fbidat,  January  39. 
A  new  memher,  to  wit,  ftotn  New  Ywi, 
Thohu  p.  OBoaTHMOK,  elected  to  rapplTtbt 
Taoanoj  oomloned  by  the  remgnatkin  ot  Brii- 
ert  Le  K07  Urlngiton,  ^>peared,  produced  faoi 
eredanHals,  wat  qualified,  and  took  hiaeeab 


.,L-ooglc 


[H.  or  R. 


Orant  to  Daniel  Soon4, 
Hr.  EavPsmD,  from  the  comii]itt«e  to 
Thom  were  referred  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Boone,  and  the  reaolDtioiu  of  the  LegidMore  of 
Eentackj  in  his  behalf^  made  a  report;  which 
vu  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole  on  Uonda;  next 

Territory  ^  Mimouri. 
Kr.  MoEkk,  from  tlie  Mleet  committee  which 
WM  directed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
amending  the  act  for  the  gOTernment  of  the 
Uisoari  Territory,  reported  ag^nst  any  amend- 
ment   The  report  is  aa  follows : 

That  tb^  )!■▼«  had  At  nibjaet  to  them  teAiTBd 
mdar  thcb  eoD^nta™,  and  bave  examined  th« 
ai*  than  noitad.  The  principal  difficnl^  ngguted 
In  tbs  acminittM;  oomuriiig  in  the  ezaonlioD  of  tba 
liw,  appear*  to  reUCa  to  (h«  aleotioii  of  a  deloftate  to 
KpewDCdieiiitera*t(rftli«  Twritoiy  in  tha  Congraw 
of  the  Doited  StatM.  By  dw  firrt  alaaia  of  tbe  6th 
Rction  of  the  act  It  ii  proridei]  **  that  (he  Hmim  of 
Bcpmeiitati*e>  thall  be  oompoaedofniembeii  elected 
mry  Becood  year,  by  the  people  of  the  nid  Terri- 
bwy,  to  ierre  for  tfo  yean.*  By  the  ISlh  (ootlon  of 
the  Hid  act  it  ij  aleo  prorided  "  that  die  dtimii  of 
tbe  Mid  Teiricorr  entiUed  to  vote  for  RepreeeatadTea 
to  Om  Gsiienl  AMembly  (heracr,  ihall,  at  the  lime 
vf  eleetiDg  tbalT  }{^n*nitatlT«e  totbeiaid  Qeneml 
AiMnUy.alao  elect  one delente ftmi  Uw  aaUTeini- 
toiy  (0  the  Coonen  erf' Oe  United  Stato«.*  It  abo 
q^aan  that  an  uecdon  wa«  held  ia  Hrioaooe  of  the 
act  DD  tbe  aeeond  Mondaj  of  NovomW  lai^  wban  a 
dtlegata  wai  elected.  It  a[^)eai«  tiiat  doabts  have 
been  eDtiTtuaed  whether  the  delegate  tho*  elaolad 
can  legally  hold  Ml  >eat  after  the  8d  iuf  <i  Haidi 
next,  and  an  aherBtioD  of  the  law  hai  been  nggeated 
u  seceisary  to  obviate  the  difficnlty.  It  uenu  to  the 
committee  ihat  the  firet  clanae  of  the  6lh  lectiOD,  aad 
the  I3th  wction  of  the  act,  taken  together,  leavel  no 
loom  for  doubt,  bat  evidently  fiiei  the  period  for 
aihich  the  Selegata  may  hcdd  U*  teat  at  two  yean 
iioDi  the  aeeoDd  Mond^  of  Kovember  latt ;  uid  it 
Utowa,  ae  a  neoeaaaiy  ooniaqaeDoe^  that  the  deltgala 
le  rf  the  law,  and  fbr  the  taim  of 
be  d^iirad  id  hia  rij^  to  a  aiat 


it  al»  appear*  I 
tonal  Le^Mtnre  ai 


may  ocem  !□  the  nibieqiieDt  etectiau  oT  ■  delegate. 
The  committee,  therefoie,  ncommcDd  tbe  f<ulow- 

Jtt*oictd,  That  the  aet  entitled  "  An  aol  prorl Ang 
Ii>r  Ae  goTemmeut  of  the  Temtory  of  Hiooori,*' 


•nor  If  uiu  lamiory  oy  an  am  oi  toe  ijongre**  w 
the  Udted  Statu  of  Amerioa,  ^piored  the  4^  of 
Jiue,  1B12,  entitled  "  An  ael  nonding  fhr  die  gor- 
enuaent  of  the  Territory  of  luiMmri,"  I  have  made 
the  fUtowiiig  airangementi,  preparatoi;  to  the  new 


OTwuEation  of  GorennneDt  to  be  inatitoled  by  Ae 
eaid  ac^  and  which  will  oommeooe  it*  opention  on 
the  Gret  Monday  Id  Deomnber  next ;  l}iat  ia  to  lay; 
I  have  divided  the  fatiiie  Territory  of  Miaioari  into 
five  ooontiea,  eiolndiog  fknm  tbe  dvll  }ari*dlofioa  of 
each  of  add  ooontle*  any  met  or  tract*  of  ooontiy 
which  may  (all  within  their  renective  gensral  llmila, 
Bi  hereinafter  let  forth,  the  Indian  title  to  which  miff 
not  have  been  eitlngnidwd. 

That  portion  of  leiritoiy  Htaated  north  of  the  llOi- 

■onri  River,  aad  umally  known  by  Ihe  name  of  the 

FaAi,  aa  lying  between  that  river  and  the  river  Hla- 

unipid,  ahall  eompoae  one  oonn^,  and  be  caUed  tte 

>nnty  of  SL  Charlea, 

That  poitiaD  of  territory  banndBd  by  the  MlMOori 
ver  on  the  north  {  by  the  Hiiiiiaippi  on  the  eait  { 
I  Uie.toDCh  by  tbe  Platin  creek,  from  it*  month  to 
I  MHUoe  j  thenoe  by  a  weit  line  to  tbe  Adeonri ' 
FET,  01  to  the  wettem  bonndary  of  the  Owge  pnr- 
chaae  ;  and  on  the  we«t,  by  the  Mid  weMeni  boun- 
dary of  the  0*1^  porobaacs  dull  eompoae  rae  other 
ooon^,  and  be  oalted  the  coon^  of  St  Looi*. 

That  portion  of  tenitoty  bonnded  by  the  ooon^  of 
St  Lonit  OD  the  nrath  g  on  the  eaat  by  the  Uiaiu- 
lippl ;  on  tbe  lonth  by  Apple  enek,  Ikim  it*  month  to 
ita  eonroe ;  thence  by  a  dne  weit  line  to  the  weiteni 
boundary  of  the  Ouge  purchase  ;  and  on  tbe  wert, 
by  the  eaid  weriam  bocudaty  of  the  0*age  purchaae, 
■hall  coinpoM  one  other  oonnty,  and  be  called  tbe 
mnty  of  St.  Genevieve. 

That  portion  of  territory  bounded  on  the  north  by 
e  MMith  limit  of  the  connly  of  St,  Genevieve ;  eaat 
W  the  MUdaiippi ;  weat  by  the  wsatam  boondaiy  of 
tb*  0*ag*  pniohaaa  ;  and  aoatb  by  that  line  which 
Ebrmarly  *eparated  tbe  Dommandenof  Cape  Girardaan 
and  New  Madrid,  and  known  more  recMitly  ai  the 
boondaiy  between  then  two  diatriot^  ahaH  oompo** 
one  other  cono^,  and  be  called  the  coiu^  of  Ci^ 
Quardeau. 

That  portion  of  territory  bounded  D<Bth  by  the 
•onth  limit  of  the  connty  of  Cape  Girardeau ;  eaM  br 
the  Mieaia^i ;  eonth  by  the  S8d  d^ree  of  north 
latitode,  (the  loatbem  boundary  of  thi*  Territory  ai 
•ettled  by  act  of  Congre« ;}  weat  by  the  wertem 
boundary  of  tha  Oeage  jnvchaaa;  and  from  the 
■outhem  extremity  theiMf  totb*  88d  degrve  of  north 
latitude  afbicaaid,  iball  oompoae  one  (^ler  county, 
and  be  oalled  tbe  ooiui^  of  New  Uadrid. 

And  I  do  hereby  mue  known  and  declare  that 
eleotiout  of  ITdiiiiaiiiililiine,  to  earve  in  the  General 
Auembly  of  the  fbtnre  Territory  of  HiaMnii,  ihall  ha 
holdeo  thnnighout  tbe  Terribny,  on  the  eeoond  Men- 
day  of  Morember  nei^  at  tbe  reapectire  leata  of  jna- 
Uoe  of  Ihe  pienut  diitricti,  which  an  heralv  da- 
claied  to  be  tbe  aaataof  JuMioafiirtheeeTemlnitun 
oonotie*  reepecliTely  except  that  the  town  of  New 
Madrid  ahall  be  the  leat  of  jurtioe  of  the  fntnn 
oouDty  of  New  Madrid,  which  taid  fntore  coon^ 
will  comprehend  tbe  preewit  diibicta  of  New  Madrid 
andAAamuai  to  wit:  at  the  town  of  St.  Charies  At 
tbe  fhtuie  connty  of  St.  Charlea,  at  which  time  and 
place  there  will  be  choeea  tor  tbe  aaid  county  two 
B^ircaeotatives.  At  tlie  town  of  St.  Louia  for  the 
ftitnre  connly  of  St.  Lonii,  at  wbioh  time  and  plaoe 
there  will  be  chown  four  Bepreaantative*.  At  the 
town  of  St  Genevieve  for  the  fatore  cooo^  of  St. 
Genevieve,  at  which  time  aad  ^aoe  there  will  be 
cltoiBn  for  the  nid  oonn^  three  Kepreaenlativea.  At 
ttie  town  a'  Cape  Girardeaa  for  the  fdture  ooun^  of 
C^  Giiaideao,  at  which  time  aad  pUc«  there  will 
ba  choMu  fhr  «w  mU  oonnty  t 


H.  <»  R.] 

And  M  ttt*  town  «f  Kev  Uadrid  for  Om  fatari 
CMiDtj  c/  Nb*  Madrid,  *t  whkb  time  utd  pUn  than 
wOl  ba  chonD  ftr  Iba  —U  «oain7  tvo  Rgprawnta 
thM. 

Aiidld»,  manaw.Haka  known  anil  daoUia  tii«t 
on  Iha  mid  tMond  Hondaj  of  Norvmbar  naxt,  an 
alMtlM  win  ab*  ba  boUan,  at  tba  Nnn]  Mate  of 
'  I  ttanmii,  tar  a  Tanltorial  driagata  to  dia 
roaoflbeUnitadSMtaa.  Andl  doai^naiid 
tioiu  b«  boMaa  hj  tba  •bari& 
of  tba  praaant  dublota,  or  in  tbalr  ahaanoe,  or  in- 
■bili^  to  act,  by  tba  cvrooari  reipaotlntlj ;  tbat  tba 
■ud  dnriffi  or  ooionan  iball  taka  tbs  polli  nf  thoN 
qualified  to  vats;  tbac  tba  oleifcacf  tbe  oonrU  of  tba 
proaent  diitclcti,  or  their  deputiet,  thall  Teapactivelr 
write  dawn  tba  namea  oTtbeTOtan  io  a&ir  and  Imi- 
bla  mannar,  and  that  the  preilding  judgaa  ef  uie 
oomti  of  tba  praasnl  diatriota  re^iactivaly,  or  la  can 
tt  abaanea,  or  InabDi^  M  act,  tba  nert  In  oommU- 
4iMi  iball  attend,  and  be  jndgM  of  tba  qnaliSoa- 
Ika  of  tbt  Totata ;  tbu  tba  aaid  aleMioni  Aall  be 
opanad  at  dw  reipaotlre  teat*  of  jiuAct  aforeaald, 
at  or  befen  B  o'dnA  in  the  nxoning  ot  tba  aald 
aaooBd  Uondaj  of  Norembar,  nod  doaa  at  anniet  tt 

And  tba  dierilb  or  coronen  leapaetinilT,  altar 
h*Tinc  canaed  tin  procea-Terbal  of  uid  polla  to  be 
rignad  by  tfae  decka  or  tbdi  depntiea,  who  may  hare 
raqi«oti*dy  oommittad  tba  aama  to  wilting  and 
oonatMiigned  bv  tba  jnd^  rpipactiinlj  who  may 
bare  attaided  tU  et^ction*,  will  tbemBelTes  oettify 
file  iame,  explldlly  atadnj^.  at  large,  tb«  namei  of 
Ae  penona  elected  aa  Bepreaantatire^  and  tba 
nanM  of  the  panon  baring  tb«  gl«aMI  nwnbar  of 
TCtaa  og  a  delrgate  toCongnai,  and  DMka  immadlatB 
intnm  tberaoTto  tbeOoranarof  (be  Tenttofy. 

And  I  do,  laallf ,  enjoin  and  reqaire,  diat  tba  Rap- 
naantadrei  of  tba  tcrenl  tatan  oonntlea,  ao  aa  afon- 
•aid  to  be  elected,  do  conrene  in  the  town  it  St 
Loots  on  tba  tint  Hnnday  bi  I>eoan]ber  next,  ■«  pro- 
vided by  tba  act  of  Consms  aforaiaid. 

In  teitimony  whereof  I  bare  caiued  tbe  aeal  of 
At  Territory  of  Louisiana  to  be  hertanio  afBxerl. 
Olien  under  my  hand,  at  the  town  c^  St  Lomn,  the 
Ant  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  oae 
tbonaand  eight  haadred  andtwHtre,  and  of  thelnde- 
pendnKs  of  tba  United  Statai  of  AmaricB  tbe  tblrtf- 
aaranth.  BENJAMIN  A.  HOWARD. 

Fcr  tbe  Information  of  tba  people  who  are  called 
on  to  dooide  the  Hsbt  of  ntlfyan  by  tbe  GoTemot'i 
ptrolamation,  we  bare  inaerted  below  tbat  part  of 
tba  law  which  defince  the  qnalifioatlon  a*  well  of  the 
Repieeentatire  as  of  tbe  Tatar. 

"  No  paraon  iball  be  eligible  or  qoalilled  to  be  a 
RepTeaantatJTe,  wbo  shall  not  baTe  attained  to  tbe 
an  of  twenty-one  yean,  and  wbo  riiall  not  bare  re- 
aided  in  tbe  Territory  ons  year  next  preceding  tbe 
d^  of  aleotion,  and  who  iduU  cot  be  a  timhaldar 
within  the  connty  in  wbich  be  may  be  elected;  and 
no  peraon  balding  an  office  nnder  the  United  States, 
or  an  office  of  profit  nndar  the  TanltDry,  ihall  be  a 
RepceaentatiTa.  In  eaae  of  vacancy,  by  deatii,  nAg- 
nation,  or  remoral  or  otharwiae  of  a  Repreaentad'n, 
tba  Ooremor  ibBlI  inne  a  writ  to  tba  oonn^  wbar- 
e»er  a  faoancj  may  be  aa  aforeiaid,  to  elect  another 
peraon  to  •ene  the  reudne  of  the  term.  That  all 
tkee  white  male  ciciiens  of  the  United  States  abora 
.  tba  age  </  twenty  one  yean,  who  have  resided  in 
•aid  Territory  tvrelie  months  next  preceding  an  alno- 
lion,  and  wbo  shall  bare  paid  a  territorial  or  caun^ 
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tai,  aaesasd  at  least  six  mondts  pnrloaa  tbaaela^ 
Jiall  be  entitled  to  rote  for  K^reeentatira  to  tba 
Gtnenl  Aaaambly  of  said  Tetritoty.' 
The  raport  wM  ordered  to  lie  oa  tbe  tsUa. 

Armtng  imi  Claming  the  Militia 
Tbe  HoD«e  raanmed  the  conmderatioa  of  tbe 
bill  Bnpplementarj  to  the  aot  far  anniog  the 
militia,  and  for  claMing  tbe  ume, 

Mr.  FnoH  moved  to  etrike  oat  all  that  part 
of  the  bill  wbkb  proTldw  far  the  dwdng  the 
milida  of  the  United  8Ut««. 

ICr.  £lt  Mid  that  be  wu  totttUy  on>aaed  to 
the  QlMitBoWion  of  tb»  militu;  that  it  bid 
been  prNMd  npoo  as  from  jtu  to  jr«ar,  I9 
mntlenMO  from  tbe  Sontfaeni  aeetioa  of  tb 
Unioti,  he  knew  not  why ;  that  be  thought  the 
effects  of  the  meMara  in  rendering  the  militia 
^dent,  Ibr  conatitntional  pnrpoeee,  irere  v«t 
trifling  and  nnitnportant.  From  loine  cwi8e  or 
other,  the  militia  in  tbe  Soadiem  Stktea  are 
Terj  little  improved,  and  gentlemen  eeemcKl  to 
imagine  that  daasiSoatioD  waa  la  supply  tbe 
place  of  annt,  of  organizatioo,  of  diacipline,  of 
ever;  tiling.  This  jronld  not  prove  to  be  the 
case.  Ue  said  that  tbe  Uws  herotoJbre  ma^ 
bad  ivoved  in  the  Northern  Sl*te^  pattknUtly 
in  Mflaaaohuaetla.  abundantly  euffii^eat  l«  a- 
Bwer  all  tbe  pDrpoaes  of  ftvming  wo  efficaft 
ndlitla ;  bat  tbej  have  been  followed  np  by 
Btala  regolations  whidi  had  been  radioed  1^ 
penaltiw  luBdentlj  severe.  Thwe,  he  had  im- 
derstood,  bad  been  in  a  great  measnre  neglect- 
ed in  tbe  Booth,  and  this  was  the  reaaoa  that 
the  militia  were  so  imperfeot ;  and  if  the  States 
would  not  enforce  those  laws,  be  had  no  idea 
they  would  aofbroe  this.  The  sums  expeadad 
on  the  militia  in  Mswachnsetts,  both  from  the 
pablio  tTBasDry  and  by  private  individnal^ 
IS  very  great-Abtt  SlM«  Jiaa  fumisbed  non 
than  sixty  artiUer^  oompaniee,  with  tbdr  peoa^ 
ammoniEion  OMtu^m  and  ever;  thiiw  apfw 
tenant  to  them,  oomplete;   the  artiliery  mi 


part,  tbe  infbntt;  are  la  oniibnn  oooqdete,  ai 
well  armed,  and  are  eqnal  in  all  respects  to  any 
militia  in  the  world.  That  this  clasrificaliaa 
would  add  to  their  burdens,  and  the;  had  al- 
ready burdens  enough ;  that  it  woold  be  ao  ia- 
aidious  thing,  and  so  considered  b;  the  militii, 
and  go  to  deatroj  the  honnonj  oi  tbe  militii 
ootpa,  Thatif  geatlamen  in  tbe  Sooth  tho^^ 
it  would  be  useful,  let  their  State  govaiuaMit& 
who  were  tbe  beat  judges,  adopt  as  moeh  of  it 
aa  they  pleaaed.  No  one  woold  oty^ct  to  that, 
if  they  did  not  interfere  >'ith  existing  twsla- 
tjona.  All  will  acknowledge  that  the  beau 
Governments  have  it  in  their  power,  and  it  his 
been,  in  aotae  fonn  or  other,  ezerdsed  by  waa» 
of  tbe  Statea,  and  pardoularly  b;  PemonlTaua 
— this  measore  will  int«rfere  with  their  bvorila 
mode.  He  a^d  he  was  disposed  to  hare  dw 
militia  in  the  Booth  improved,  but  he  prsyed 
zentlamen  not  to  adopt  a  measure  calculated  to 
Injure  one  part  of  the  militia,  tnore  tbsa  it 
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wonld  benefit  the  other ;  he  hoped  the  provi- 
•ions  for  cloiRDg  the  miHtia  would  be  etrioken 
oat  of  the  bill. 

Ur.  WiLLUica  utd  Hr.  Stow  opposed  the 
motioi!. 


The  bill  wm  then  ordered  to  b 
•  third  reading, 

BitVBDXJ,  Jauauj  SO. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  firom  North  Oaroli' 
lu,  WiLLUu  KBimDT,  elected  to  *Qpp^y  the 
vMoncy  oocaiioDed  by  the  deatli  of  Qen.  Tbom- 
■s  Bknint,  appeared,  waa  qoolifled,  and  took  bia 
■eat. 

Couititiitwn  and  Cfuerritre, 

The  engrossed  bill  providiog  compensatttm  to 
Oaptali)  Hull,  and  the  offioers  and  oraw  of  the 
frigate  'ConBtitation,  for  the  capture  and  de- 
(traction  of  the  British  frigate  Qoerriere,  waa 
read  a  third  tdme. 

[The  bill  anthorizea  a  grant  of  $00,000.] 

Hr.  MoKxB  oppoaed  the  pasaage  of  the  bill, 
on  the  groaad  that  tlie  Pre«deQt  has  no  enthor- 
tt;  to  expeod  the  pahlio  money  in  gratnitoua 
grants  to  individuals. 

llr.  Sawtkb  stated,  tliat  he  wished  to  make 
■ome  reniarks  ia  reply  to  Mr.  MoKjuc,  bnt,  from 
the  lateneas  of  the  honr,  and  an  indisposition 
with  which  be  was  oppressed,  it  was  not  now 
in  his  power.  He  therefore  moved  on  a^oom- 
ment,  which  was  carried — ^ee  64. 


UoKDAT,  Febmary  1, 
Ur.  Sbatbb  preaented  a  petitioa  of  Beijamia 
Vaterhonse,  medical  doctor,  of  Boatoo,  stating 
that  h«  is  williiiK,  am]  wishes  to  nndertake  the 
SnoanUtion  of  the  army  of  the  United  Statea 
with  the  "  kine-pock  inoculation,"  and  praying 
the  aid  and  patrooaffs  of  Oongreea  in  tnat  un- 
dertaki^.— Referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  Mil- 
itary Aifaira. 

ConttUtttion  and  QvtrHere. 

The  Houae  resamed  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  bill  making  oompeiisslion  to  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  Conatitation  for  the  deetrnction  of 
the  ftngate  Oaerriere.  Xhe  bill  being  on  its 
third  rMdii^— 

Ur.  Sawtbb  spoke  in  support  of  the  bill,  and 
In  reply  to  Ur.  UoEn. 

Mr.  Dawsow.— Mr.  Speaker ;  The  bill  whidi 
is  now  on  yonr  table,  and  which  I  hope  will 
soon  receive  your  signature,  was  drawn  from  a 
resolntion,  or  rather  the  part  of  a  resolotion 
which  I  bad  the  honor  to  offer  yon  at  tlie  very 
oommenoement  cf  the  seesion. 

When  J  offered  yon  that  resoliitioQ,  I  did 
hope,  and  I  did  believe,  that  it  would  have  re- 
ceiveid  the  immediate  attention  and  onanimoas 
ninvbatioD  of  this  House ;  that  refnudleas  of 
Uoie  ponetilioti  whioh  too  crften  shackle  the 


beat  intentionx,  and  do  ii^air  to  the  best  causes, 
and  in  oomplisnce  with  the  Eentiments  and 
feelings  of  the  nation,  we  shontd  have  imme- 
diately ezpreesed  oor  own,  thereby  giving  force 
to  tliat  eipreasiou,  and  have  rendurtd  that  trib- 
nte  which  is  jostly  dae  to  andaunted  valor,  and 
to  modeat  merit ;  tbat  we  shoiild  have  deoUred 
onr  admiration,  and  the  high  sense  we  enter- 
tain of  the  gallant  condaotof  the  defenders  of 
tbur  country's  flag,  and  the  delenders  of  her 
rights,  and  while  we  gave  to  some  testtmoniala 
of  onr  approbation,  we  should  have  yielded  to 
all  that  which  ia  Justly  due. 

In  this  expectation  I  have  been  wofnlly  ii» 
appointed ;  doubta,  difficulties,  and  delays  have 
taken  place;  commitment  has  succeeded  com- 
mitment, and  BO  many  amendments,  or  rather 
alt«rationB,  have  been  made  to  the  original  reo- 
olution,  tdiat  I  can  scarcely  call  it  my  own;  it 
has  received  the  fostering  care  of  m  many  etep- 
fUiierB  that  I  sm  almost  constrained  to  disown 
it  as  illegitimate ;  bnt  aa  it  is  natural  to  prcK 
teot  that  which  we  call  "onr  own,"  althou^ 
aU  the  featnres  do  not  please  ds,  so  I  shall  vote 
fbr  that  bill  idthough  all  its  provisions  do  not 
please  me. 

Borne  gentlemen,  with  a  liberality  whioh  I 
neither  envj,  nor  shall  I  imitate,  are  willing  to 
load  those  brave  tars  with  all  the  praise,  with 
all  the  applause,  which  the  pride  of  language 
can  bestow,  or  which  a  resolution  written  on 
p^Mr  gilded  with  eold  can  confer;  and,  beooro- 
ing  tbelr  own  Jadsea,  they  think  iMt  ample 
compensation  for  all  the  hardships  they  have 
snSbred,  for  all  the  dangers  they  have  enooon- 
tered,  for  all  the  wonnds  they  have  reotivad. 
With  all  the  respect  which  I  feel  for  these  h<at- 


good ;  they  merit  some  more  substantial  stofF 
than  $^ ;  they  have  aoqnired  for  you,  ur,  tb^ 
have  given  to  your  enemy,  someUung  more 


Others  there  are,  who  are  well  pleated  to  b»> 
stow  on  the  brave  officers  who  have  dlstin- 
goished  themselves,  some  testimooiale  of  oar 
ibation — some    insignia   of    their   merit. 


that  porpoee.  Bnt,  while  I  remember  the  gal- 
lant captun  who  proodly  stws  the  qnartei- 
deok,  I  will  not  forget  tbe  sailor  boy,  "  who 
whistlee  o'er  the  lee,"  or  the  aged  manner  wlio 
fathoms  the  deep,  and  on  whom,  when  the  bat- 
tie  rages,  danger  has  no  more  effect  thao  the 
tboming  surge  which  surrounds  him  has  on  the 
hard  rook,  when  it  dashoe  and  breaks  against 
its  aide ;  they  all,  sir,  are  entitled  to  yoor  ^>- 


plange  s 


justice ;  and  to  render  that  Justice  Is  the  objetf 
of  the  bill  now  on  your  table,  as  I  will  presently 


riod  of  the  seidon,  as  I 
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jonr  "  Oonatellatioa  "  would  not  hftve  Uin  for 
irMks  within  joar  tww  Tor  th«  wtnt  of  men, 
and  ii  Rill,  I  beliere,  Id  yonr  waters,  bDt  would 
kmg  bIdoo  hiTo  been  U  ae*,  and  waald  baxe 
added  new  trophiea  to  tlioee  alreadj  won. 

The  SecreUry  of  the  Narj,  I  atmn  the  late 
8eoratv7,  in  whoee  Teradty  and  iDlegrity  I 
hare  the  higbeet  confidenoe,  who  oanies  t«  hia 
retirement  the  best  wWiee  of  my  heart,  and 
under  wboee  Moapioee  tbia  nllant  exploit  wm 
■chieT«d,  and  CcHnmodwe  Hall,  whoM  dWnter- 
estedneea  Menis  only  eqn^ed  by  hit  valor,  bare 
informed  db  that  "tbe  Gneiriere"  when  abe 
wont  into  ao^n  waa  worth  two  bnndred 
tboQKuid  doUara,  and  that  the  had  articlea  on 
board  to  tbe  valae  of  one  himdred  thooMuid 
doUaiB.  Bbe  waa  one  of  tbe  finest  frigates  in 
th«  British  nary,  well  mannjJ^  and  commanded 
by  one  of  their  moat  experieDced  and  gaUant 
captains  1  This  ship,  onr  frigaUi,  "  the  Conrti- 
tntion,"  of  equal  force,  attacked,  Tanqniabed, 
and  captnred,  after  a  short,  tboogb  one  of  the 
moat  brilliant  aodons  reoorded  in  the  naval  bt»- 


tory  of  any  ootmtrr;   thereby  giving  owtain 

preaagea  of  fatnre  uory,  and  a  ebMi 

risng  navy,  ooevu  almost  with  il 

■ad  setting  an  czampla  which  other  officers 

and  ccewi^  equally  emnlons  of  &me,  have  aiooe 

imitated,  and  have  obtained  the  same  laorels, 

wbich  will  never  Ewie. 

Agreeably  to  the  wt  for  the  better  goveni- 
menl  of  tbe  Nary  of  tbe  United  SUtM,  the 
Aip,  with  all  artiolea  on  board  her,  became  their 
prfie ;  they  might  bare  used  it  to  their  best 
■dvantase;  tbey  might  have  brought  her  into 
port,  and  divided  the  whole  among  themselvM ; 
Init  apprehenmve  that  from  the  crippled  atste 
(rf  the  prize  she  might  again  fall  into  the  hands 
of  yonr  enemy ;  n^,  sir,  that  your  own  frigate 
might  be  endangered  in  protecting  and  oonroy- 
ing  bar,  tbey  with  that  liberality,  with  that 
magnanimity  which  tnarlu  tbe  obarsoter  of  the 
Buko',  determined  to  destroy  her,  thereby  Bai>- 
rifidng  their  interest  tor  yoar  good. 

And  here,  Ur.  %»eafcer,  let  me  aak  what  oth- 
er olaas  of  men  in  onr  sodety  can  yoa  find  who 
would  have  act«d  thns  nobly  t  I  (bar,  or,  we 
■hall  seardi  for  them  in  vain.  I  am  sore,  rir, 
that  we  ahall  not  find  them  anxng  those  who 
dsil^f  violate  yonr  Uwa,  relieve  yonr  enemy  of 
his  sorpliu  roannfactnre^  or  supply  him  with 
yonr  provirions,  and  then  oome  here  and  re- 
odre  iDdemniScMion,  remismon  for  the  erimea 
idiioh  they  have  committed. 

And,  sir,  what  is  the  mighty  boon  whioh 
tbeee  brave  and  indif^ent  tars  ask  from  yoa  t  or 
ntthw  was  it  that  I,  m  the  name  of  joalice,  de- 
maaded  for  tbem  t—it  Is  cme-nzth  put  iibvalne 
<d  that  proper^-H>f  thdr  }«operty,  which 
tbey  have  sacrUoed  tor  yonr  good,  raUier  than 
it  dionld  Ml  into  the  bukda  of  yomr  enemy. 


man  faaart,  and  I  think  I  know  yoma,  taiMt 
it;  yoa  dare  iiot,becwneJiisttoefbrtiidait;*id 
yon  dare  not  do  an  act  so  flagitious. 

Mr.  Speaker,  during  tbe  very  leoj^thj  &esi 
nons  which  have  taken  place  in  this  mhos,  1 
have  remained  silent  in  my  seat ;  this  hai  M 
arisen  from  a  sninneness  of  di^oaitkn,  cr  tn* 
an  inattention  to  the  poblio  bnaiwM,  or  Oc 
poblie  welfare,  bat  in  the  hope,  that  when  ps- 
tlemen  had  exbansted  all  their  eloqaence,  tlwr 
wonld  have  permitted  os  to  progrt^  sad  w 
place  onr  ooDntry  in  the  ritnatHW  demanded  bj 
the  crisis ;  and  I  abonid  have  indnlged  tint  di»- 
position  wbiob  I  have  to  be  silent,  bad  sot  ■ 
attempt  been  made  to  deprive  tbe  bnrt  vi 
needy  tarairf  that  which  isjiMlydae  tothiai 
bat  ander  these  eircnmstaooes  1  conld  nrt  » 
atTwn  m^  feeliugs,  uid  have  to  regnt  tbst  I 
cannot  give  to  them  that  atterance  which  tbi 
oocaaioa  calls  fX. 

[The  ailment  agunst  this  bill  was,  that  it 
woold  be  setting  a  precedent  which  would  t* 
considered  authoritative  in  ftitnre  eaees;  t^ 
it  waa  giving  a  donation  for  an  act  i)f  duly  opt;, 
thongb  gallsntlr  performed.  It  was  rewtrdicf 
a  aerrice,  which,  had  it  been  rendered  oo  iud, 
wonld  have  reoeired  no  remimeraticii,  aaa^ 
rienoe  had  proved  in  thecaaeof  theTipfiecsBM 
eirpedition ;  and  that  it  was  contrary  loJoSiM 
to  oonfer  pecuniary  rewards  on  one  dan  oTciat 
citizena  In  ezclnaion  of  otbera.  In  bror  of  tk 
bill  it  was  stated  that  the  captnred  vevel,  iltlw 
had  been  brought  into  port,  would  ban  V<>- 
dnoed  sis  tiroes  the  amoont  now  pnqMaed  to 
be  allowed  to  her ;  and  that  tbe  capton  oo^ 
not  to  incur  a  total  lose  from  tbe  dcatrocdaii  if 
the  vessel,  which  the  fear  of  her  &ttiii|  iaw 
the  baada  of  the  enemy  had  rendoed  nuxamrj 
to  the  pnblio  servioe.  It  was  niged,  that  if  so.* 
0)(y  in  tbe  United  States  had  to  legislate  on  diii 
■ntjject,  fire  times  as  much  wonld  ban  Ims 
■warded  ■■  is  itow  proposed.  All  the  fO^ 
who  qm^  oObFed  the  tribote  of  tboris- 
1  to  the  gaUaatty  and  ooodDct  of  tbe  oA- 
and  seamen  ot  oar  pvblio  veasd&.) 
le  qneation  <m  the  paange  <rf  tlw  bDl  n 
decided  m  tbe  negative — yeas  66,  nsjs  St. 

VKDiriBDAT,  FebraaryS. 
Virginia  ItaUarg  Bomtg  LvM- 

The  Honse  then  proceeded  to  oonsder  die  n- 
port  of  the  Gomndttae  of  the  Thole  oo  the  )•■ 
port  of  tbe  seleot  eammittee  toDchiag  As  dH' 
of  the  offloen  and  soldien  of  tbe  Tiipiis  ■• 
of  tbe  Bevolntiooary  army  to  militaiy  b>M? 
lands.  ^ 

The  qoestitm  was  tbra  taken  to  eoeevm 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  Bonae  in  tU^»- 
agreement  to  the  reeolniian  reocnuModedq 
tbe  aeleot  committee,  which  is  sa  fiJlows: 
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F^Mnur,  1818.] 


Onliv  y  Zbttevl  ^<M(. 


laaolntioD  oT  ths  mM  Coaimonttsaltb,  out  of  ths 
budi  not  otbarwiaa  Bppio|irUI«d,  »nA  Ijing  on  Uh 
marthweM  nda  of  the  Htst  Ohio,  witbin  thv  Virguu> 


_ .  .     «  there  b«  rauuil,  that  their  hocDtiei 
■stiified  out  of  any  othsr  pnblie  land  of  tha  Unitad 
StaUa,  not  hantaiore  otherirua  ippnjnutBd : 

And  was  determined  in  the  •ffinnaliTe — jm 
66,  Mji  41. 


Fkid^t,  Febrnvj  6. 

.RtMttrafftouiU  to  .PvHie  and  t«  J^rnat*  Armtd 

PrieatMr*. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  VoEni, 

£MalD«J^  Thftt  the  Committee  on  ITaral  AF- 
&lTa  be  instmcted  to  Inqnire  into  the  eipe- 
dieno;  of  relmqnishinK,  in  b^or  of  the  officers 
and  crews  of  the  pnblio  armed  ships  of  the 
TTnited  States,  a  greater  portioD  of  the  ralue  of 
prizes  tbnn  tbey  are  now  hj  Uw  entitled  to ; 
and,  also,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding farther  enoooragement  to  equipping  and 
employing  private  armed  Tesaela  of  war  against 
tbe  ships  and  eomineroe  of  the  enemy;  and 
tiiat  the  oommittee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill, 
or  otherwise. 


ViDXisDAT,  Febniary  10. 

was  i«cdved  ttom  the  Senate  ii 


__.     .  .    ,     e  Senate  tiave  appoint- 

ed Hi.  Fbahkub  the  teller,  on  their  part,  at 
the  ooanting  of  the  votes  of  the  Electors  for 
Preadeat  and  Vioe  Fr«aident  of  the  United 
BUtOB. 

OtwUtHg  «f  Et»eUiral  Yoti, 

The  hour  of  12  having  arrived,  the  Senate 

Mitered  the  HaQ  of  Bepreeeotativee,  preceded 


pared  for  th«n— tbe  members  of  the  Honae 
saving  riaen  to  reoeire  them,  and  remaining 
ttanding  ontil  all  had  entered.  The  Preddent 
at  the  Senate  took  a  seat  which  bad  been  pre- 
pared for  him  at  the  Spealier's  right  hand,  and 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  Senate  was  placed  beelde 
tlie  Clerk  of  the  Honae.  The  Tellers— Ur. 
FaiKXUN  of  the  Senate,  and  Uessrs.  tLuxm 
and  Talliuixib  of  the  Honae — were  seated  at 
a  table  in  front  of  the  Speaker's  oh^. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  then  proceeded 
to  open  and  band  to  the  Tellera  the  sealed  re- 
tnrna  Irani  each  State,  which' were  severally 
read  aloud  by  one  of  the  Tellers,  and  noted 
down  and  annonaced  by  the  Secretaries  of  each 
Honse. 

The  votes  having  all  been  opened  and  read, 
tbe  Allowing  reenlt  was  aunoanced  from  the 
Obair,  bj  the  Preiideiit  of  tbe  Benata,  via: 
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RBCAPITULATION  OF  KLECTORAL  TOTBB. 

/!t  Pttiidmt  of  th»  Unitad  StatM. 

Jakh  lUniaoK,  of  Vireinia,  .  .    198 

Da  Wm  Oldttob,  of  New  York,  .      89 

m 

Ibr  7*M  PreMmt  <)f  iU  United  State* 
EtBUtwi  Gksht,  of  Hassachnsetts,        .    181 
Jabkd  iNoiBaoLL,  of  Pennsylvania,         .      88 


is^  then 

annoanoed  tbe  state  of  the  votes  to  both  Hooaes 
of  Congress,  and  declared  "  That  James  Madi- 
BOK,  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  was  duly  elected 
President  of  the  United  States,  for  four  years, 
to  commence  on  tbe  fourth  day  of  ICarch  next  j 
and  that  ELBSiDcia  Oxsbv  was  duly  eleoted 
Yioe  President  of  the  United  SUtea,  for  the 
like  term  of  fonr  years,  to  commence  on  the 
said  fbnrth  day  of  March  nest." 

The  two  HoDses  tlien  sepArated,  and  the  Sen-' 
ate  retnmed  to  their  Ouunber, 


Thcbsdav,  February  11. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
Honse  that  the  Senate  have  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, on  their  part,  t«  Join  sncn  committee  aa 
this  House  may  appoint  on  their  part,  to  wait 
npon  the  Preeideot  of  tlie  United  States,  and 
to  inform  him  of  bis  re-election,  for  four  yean, 
to  eommenoe  (» the  fourth  d^y  of  Uaroh  next 


(^  the 

Ifr.  ] 

MCtion 

Merali 

ODIt,  b 

way  to 

Kt.I 

Mctioa 


Wt^E 


Ifr.  I 

That, 
tUt,  I7 

ctple  poI 
to  tite  I 

that,  if  I 
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tao 


«t  wbit  particular  perioda  many  of  thtm  gen«rml  offl- 
cen  left  the  Hrvioe  ;  bat  U  li  widiin  mj  reoolleetioa 
Aat,  aa  the  2StIi  oT  Jnna,  ITTS,  fbuitMn  m^or  gtm- 
ersls,  and  aiiteen  bilgadJcra,  ware  actually  in  Mrvice 
«f  the  Unitsd  Stataa.  Yst,  hf  nTKninff  to  the  offi- 
cial letlerarf  Gene™!  Waihinffton,  in  lT78and  1779, 
it  will  be  Men  that  a  fhrther  tnotean  oTgeosral  offi- 
een)  wae  onvn  and  warmi;  rsFommetidef 

The  main  armj,  ander  the  immediate  eommand  of 
GenenI  Wathington,  it  i)  beliered,  neTer  amounted 
to  thlrty'Gre  IbonsaDd  men,  and  it  ii  bj  no  meau 
certain  that  thii  nnmber  vai  erer  in  aerrioe  at  one 
and  the  anma  tinta,  in  the  whole  of  what  vaa  deaig- 
aatod  "  the  oontinrutal  anaj."  Yet,  at  no  period, 
between  the  fint  of  Ha;,  1TT7,  and  the  cloae  of  the 
WW,  bad  we  lau  than  thlrt;  general  oSean  la  wr- 
it waa  deemed  neoeiearir.  In  Iha  Ravolntion,  and  it 
i«  nndentDod  ID  be  the  geiwra]  praetloe  in  Ennpe,  at 
Ail  time,  to  hare  at  kajn  one  brigadier  general  ' 
creij  two  tboonnd  men,  aod  ooe  m^or  general 
tntiry  lour  tbooaand. 

In  fliis  oonntrf  we  haio  ncTer  had  a  grade  between 
die  ctHDmaDder-lD -chief  and  that  (^  m^or  geneisl  j 
benoo  it  waa  found  neoenaiy,  in  the  "  oontinairta] 
'""Ji'  *"  S'"  *"  ^^*  aantor  major  genenl  the  eom- 
msitd  of  the  right  wlug,  and  to  the  next  in  rank, 
that  of  the  lell,  which,  (him  the  limited  nnmbar  of 
ceneral  ofllo^n,  oftan  left  a  diviaoa  to  a  brigadier,  a 
brigade  (o  a  ootiMiel,  aod  a  ragiment  to  a  nibm^iinate 
field  oSoer;  but,  in  Europe,  ihii  diScnIlf  ia  obvia- 
tsd  by  the  appointment  of  ganani  offieera  of  higher 

Ftvm  the  beat  Informalion  I  hate  baen  abh  to  ob- 
tain on  thl>  anbjflct,  I  hare  no  hsiHation  in  aajing 
that  eight  major  generali,  and  aixtoea  brlgadian,  to 
command  the  diTiaioni  and  brigadea  of  an  armj  of 
thirlT-GTe  thonaaod  man,  la  we  loweat  eatiniala 
wbicb  the  nnifonn  practice  of  France,  RuBtia,  aod 
England,  will  warrant,  and  that  Ihia  ia  much  below 
the  praporilon  of  officera  of  (hen  gradea  acbally  em- 


be  neceuui;  to  hare  a  higher  grade  than  that  of 
tn^or  genenl,  I  have  not  deemed  it  proper  to  touch 
tliia  (abject,  and  have  cunGced  myaelf  to  the  nnmbar 
of  major  genarala  and  brigadlera  deemed  neceaaary 
to  command  the  diviiioni  uti  brigadea  of  an  amy  of 
dtlrtji-BvB  thonaand  man.  It  may  not,  however,  b« 
impn^r  to  remark  that,  if  it  ia  intended  to  hare  so 
bigber  grade  than  that  of  m^r  general,  their  nom- 
ber  ahonld  be  Incraaaed  to  eleven  j  ao  aa  to  give  one 
Ibr  the  chief  oommaod,  one  for  each  wing^  and  one 
for  each  diviuon  of  four  thouwad  men. 


Waa  DsFUiMZtrr,  Fti.  10,  181B. 

Sib  !  In  reply  tu  the  letter  yon  did  me  the  honor 
to  write  to  m«,  on  the  Gth  loatant,  by  diii>ctioD  o( 
tfao  Committee  on  Military  AAiuM^  I  reapaotfnlly  ■ab' 
mit  the  following  opiniooa: 

lit.  That  an  increased  niunbar  of  general  officen 
la  eiaential  to  the  public  aerrioe.  ilia  nnmber  of 
legimaots  pravidad  for  by  law,  ii,  two  of  light  dra- 
goon*, thin  of  heavy  artDlery,.aoe  </ light  artillery, 
one  of  riflemen,  and  forty-five  of  In&mtTT,  makirtg, 
iDgatiiar,  fifty-two  tagimanta. 


The  ihnpleat  organliallon  ia  ever  tlie  beat;  Htne« 
it  it,  that,  aa  a  regiment  ocndMa  of  two  battalimu,  ao 
a  brigade  ahonld  oonaiat  t£  two  n  ' 
idnon  of  two  brigaden 

Tbia  ^ere  ofcammai 
mfficiently  large.  Them 
men  in  the  Geld,  will  be  amfje  du^  for  a  brigadier, 
and  the  direcliou  of  double  that  cmnber  w^l  give 
full  oocnpatiDa  to  a  major  general.  To  enlarge  the 
^ibere  of  command  in  either  grade  would  not  be  ■ 
mean  of  bait  prouioting  the  pnblio  good. 

Taking  these  ideaa  aa  the  baais  of  the  rale,  and 
taking  for  granted,  alacs  that  our  ranka  a 


admiasion  requirea  quallHcatiDn,  and,  under  eiiMing 
drcnmiCance^  It  may  be  aufflcient  that  Che  hi^ier 
atalT  ahoold  oraiaiit  of  elf^  m^jor  genarala,  and  aix- 
teen  brigadiera. 

The  general  atgnment,  on  Ihia  head,  might  be  far> 
tified  by  our  own  practice  during  tba  war  i^  the  Rar- 
olntian,  and  by  that  of  Enropeaa  nation*  at  all  timek 
Believing,  however,  that  this  view  of  the  aubject  haa 
bean  already  taken  by  the  a^ntant  general,  in  a  lata 
commnnioatioa  to  you,  I  forbear  to  do  man  than 
anggnatit 

2.  The  racmidng  ajrvioa  would  be  niocb  pro- 
mMad,  were  the  bonn'T  in  land  commutable  into 
money,  at  the  opUon  of  the  aoldier,  and  at  the  end 
of  hi*  Mrric*.  Tfaia  modification  would  be  addnaaed 
to  both  daaciiptiou  at  men — tfaoae  who  would  prefer 
monay,  and  anoh  aa  would  prefer  land. 

I  need  hardly  remark  that  bopntie*,  at  the  clow 
of  aerric^  have  many  advanlagea  over  those  given 
before  aerrioa  begin*.  The  farmer  tie  men  down  to 
their  du^  ;  the  Tatter  fdmiah,  if  not  the  motive,  at 
leaat  tba  meana  of  debauob  and  deaertion. 

Another,  and  a  public  reaaon,  for  the  prefarenoa, 
may  be  found  in  the  greater  convenience  with  which 
money  may  be  paid  at  the  end,  than  at  the  <Mm- 


Boa.  D.  R.  WiujAna, 

Ciaimam  Coat,  an  Hiliimj/  Affidrt. 

The  bi]l  anthorixing  the  appointmeDtirf  addi- 
tional general  officers  in  the  Army  of  Uie  Unit- 
ed States,  WM  theik  read  a  third  time,  and 
paaaed  by  yeas  and  nays :  for  the  bill  05,  ogaiiwt 
It  SO. 

HoBDAT,  Febmoij  IB. 
Stupeiuiim  qf  Sott-Importatiaa, 

Ur.  Cbbtbb,  iroia  the  Committee  of  Waja 
and  Means,  made  the  followlag  report : — 

Tha  CenuniUt*  of  Way*  and  Heaua  report :  That 
they  liave  deemed  it  Co  be  their  duty,  Chat  the  pabllo 
nrvice  may  not  aoffer  and  that  the  public  credit  may 
be  duly  anpparted,  to  look  beyond  the  way*  and 
meana  of  the  preaeot  year,  and  to  take  into  con- 
tideration  the  revenue  which  may  be  wanted  for  the 
year  IBH.  That  an  aatimata  oF  the  probable  amounC 
of  tlie  leveona  whirh  wiU  accrue  under  eilating  law*, 
and  be  recaivable  within  that  yetUf  has  bean  anbmit- 
ted  to  Conn«B(  in  tba  Annual  Rntort  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treoaoiy  made  during  cha  present  snisinn. 
That,  comparii^  the  aaoniit  thereof  with  the  ioim 
which  will  probab^  be  required  by  a  pradent  t^avl 
to  the  johUe  endU,  It  aiipMn  t  " 
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ll^iiMililj  MdiMiy  lo  aakt  b  hiAsr  pmrijiao ; 
A^lhii  Di^badoM  tv  aputtal  Mupanilon  of  &» 
Ma-iuMrtUiM  Mto,  wUch  wOl  mC  fra>tl;  Ihwd 
Aiir  Iqjuiau  dbctt  t^oo  tli«  •mov.  b;  hi  addi- 
lloaal  do^  od  fofiigD  Mon^i,  sod  b*  tba  impou- 
don  at  iDtaraal  tu«  and  dattui  Tha^  in  dub 
•pii^on,  all  lbu»  mMni  wQl  Iw  nacMMiy  to  mppl; 
Oe  rmma  wUeh  wiU  ba  wanted:  ThM  it  b  btt- 


with  a  dm  attaMNd  to  tba  oUmt  baahtM  of  Uie 
tlon,  to  araot  (ba  lawi  nsownij  to  anbraM  tba  laat- 
dol^jao*!)^'^*  ">'■»>?  >>*<<••>*  witboot 
and  wftboat  a  May  vhkdiaiil  ba  Imaiisw 
tb«F«Ule  cndltor^  pabtto  •«*ka,  bj 


■ima  Bi  ihaU  ba  Jtimd  b»oM  propar  and  etpallMU 
That  it  U,  bowsvar,  MMMaij  tbat  tba  tuyinJBB  o. 
tta  uoD-importatNa  acta  ^kiob  1*  Motamplslad 
dMMild  b«  anactad  at  tlie  pfwant  naaoa  oT  Coi^reM ; 
and  for  lUi  porpoae  and  dw  impoddon  c^  additional 
dUiM  on  fbnign  tonnaga,  tfaaj  b«g  laave  to  i«patt  a 
UU.  Tbvj  am  nport  banwitb  a  Mmq^iodesoa 
batwaiD  tba  3ecntU7  of  tba  Traaaarj  and  thij  eom- 
miltaa  on  tba  nlgeot  cf  tbU  leprat. 

Lmr  fnm  Hf  Chairman  of  Ika  CmmHtM  »f  W^t 
a^  JfeoMi  to  Of  BtcTtUKi  a/  tin  Tmu^ : 

Cownnn-Roaii,  Fab.  8, 1818. 
Sim :  I  am  diracted  b^  tba   Committae  of  Wan 
•sd  Maaiu  to  nqocat  from  jon  tha  fanr  of  a  repj 
to  tbe  foUowiag  qneitiaiu  : 

1.  Wbat,  ia  jouT  opinion,  tranld  ba  tba  probabla 
amooDt  of  nTBDoe  applioabla  to  tba  aairioo  of  tha 
jaar  IB14,  which  wonw  nmlt  from  a  modiBoition  or 
partial  rejwa]  of  tbe  noo-impoitalion  aeta,  neb  aa  i* 
niggBat«d  in  toot  latter,  oT  tbe  lOtii  of  Jniw,  181S, 
addwiad  to  tb<  Committea  of  Waja  and  Maao4  ? 

2.  Ia  the  modlficatlaii  nggeatod  b7  tbat  letter  the 
bait  in  J01U  opinioD  that  oao  ba  deriaed  to  obtain  a 
nTeo  revBDiM,  with  the  leait  powibki  diminntioa  of 
tbe  aSticIa  oT  th«  oon-importatiott  acta  f  IT  nol^  ba 
plaaiad  to  niggwt  inch  allatationj  and  improrsmanta 


\,  Are  tbara^  in  jaa 


■  cnlDiaD,  anj  (bithar  legal 
wUl  anj  ba  axpadient,  more 


t.  VooU  it,  in  jvat  oplnlm,  be  adTllaUa  to  in- 
CTeate  tba  dn^  on  Ionian  tDOMiga  f  If  it  woald,to 
what  amooDtf  and  what  voidd  be  tba  probable 
addittoo  to  tba  rarenna  applicable  to  tbe  jaar  1611 
bf  nob  lucreaie  F    I  am,  he  , 

LANODOH  CHETE3. 

Hon.  AiMMxt  Guj^uiB,  ia, 

JanMT  ^  Am  Sttrtlary. 
tBMjmwT  Dzr.aiiiim,  T»h.  U,  181& 

Snti  I  ban  die  booor  to  aobmit  the  followmg  an- 
•wer  to  tbe  qoeetioni  {nopoaed  in  jour  letter  <■  tha 
SdinMaot: 

1.  It  ia  belieied  fl^m  the  leaion*  Kated  in  mj  lat- 
ter of  tbe  lOlh  Jniie  Uit  to  the  Committee  cf  Way* 
and  Meani,  that  tbg  amannt  of  rennne  applicable  to 
tbeaerrioe  of  the  jear  1S14,  which  would  remit  fiom 
a  modiScalion  of  the  Doa-importadoa  acti  niggeitad 
In  tbe  laid  laltar,  may  i«  estimated  at  abuot  five 
BiilHon  of  dollaia,  prorided  tbat  modification  takai 
ylaoe  durii^  the  pnnni  naioo  of  Cia^iai. 


1.  No  batter  modiOcallon,  for  the  mpaeeatiwiein 
intended,  liai  nunated  Itaalf  than  Oat  propeaed  in 
the  letter  aftm^  Bnl  it  woold  »cb  nquate,  br 
the  (aoe  olQect,  tbat  no  drawback  ibonld  be  aOoind 
OB  tba  ra-expottalioD  of  tbe  mafchandiis  wMcb  «0 
ba  thu  impMted. 

S.  Tbe  moat  Impoiteot  legal  proriKoa  trbiA  Kf- 
MM*  ntcwaaiy  to  anfine  the  noa-inqxKtatioa  ant^ 
la  a  poiitt*e  pndiibition  ct  a  raatoruioa  bj  order  cf 
coDct  of  meiehaiMliie,  the  bnportatiaii  of  wludi  k 
prohibited  br  !*«■  It  i>  aba  Ulieied  that  it  will  be 
otCBWiy  to  order  all  tbe  oatgoea  of  Mlt,  paiticB- 
larlj  from  liibon,  to  ba  dlacha^^  nnder  Ae  ioipec- 


i.  It  appeui,  in  btsij  punt  of  Tiew,  bigliljr  de- 
drabte,  that  tha  doty  on  fortigo  tomiage  ahomld  be 
iasraaaed.  A  duty  of  tea  doUaia  per  ton  dnea  net 
•eem  gnater  than  what  b  nqi^ied  Ibc  tbe  proteetfaB 
of  Ameiioan  TaaeeU.  Bnt  I  oaonot  fbrm  anj  ocr- 
reet  ealimate  of  the  probable  addiliOB  reeollii^  to 
IberemnneAoaianeb  bcmue.  K uji  wcmU  d^cod 
en  tbe  euBMatAw  of  the  tiaae  ooiied  on  bj  Ax^ai- 
can  Teaaeb  with  enemiee'  Uceam. 

With  reapact  to  the  neoeaatj  ot  pmriding  ma  ad- 
ditional reTeaue  fur  tbe  fear  1814, 1  beg  Irani  la 
refer  to  the  (tatemenli  m^a  and  onniona iiiiiiaeiiiii, 
when  I  had  tba  boDor  nTeial  week*  ago  to  wait  oa 
tba  Committee  of  Way*  and  Ueaoe.  And  I'  b^ 
leaTO  to  »U  that  thi*  necei^  baa  bean  ooD^daisHj 
inenaaed  bj  tbe  aabaeaneDt  expentftoree  antboriaad 
bj  law ;  amcogrt  vluoh  mmt  be  particolai^  mea- 
tbmed  tiie  aot  &' tbe  iDcroaae  of  tbe  naiiy,  and  tbat  ftr 
laiaing  tweo^  tbaueand  men  for  ooe  fear.      ludae^ 


am  of  opfniixi  it  will  be  twcusai;  to  recnr  both  to  a, 
modificatjoo  or  repeal  c/  the  non-importatian  acti 
and  to  the  prapoaed  iatemal  taiea,  in  order  to  pro- 


When  an  additiooal  rerense  of  fire  mUIioni  « 
lieved  (nffideat,  that  ofunion  wai  predicatad  on  tba 
lappoaitfaa  made  ij  the  ocaniDlttee,  that  «"""rl  loaaa 
ef  odIj  tan  or  twelve  millioae  of  ddlan  woold  be 
wanted.  With  a  tereima  <^  twdTe  mlllkKia  of  Al- 
lata  fi«  thu  Tear,  it  b  awer&ined  tbat  a  loan  of  at 
lean  tixtaan  millione  b  mdb— ly. 

I  bare  tbe  honor  to  he,  dio,, 

ALBEST  GALLATQC 

Hon.  LuMDOB  Cvxm,  CAoimoi,  f- 

Tha  report  and  doonmenta  were  read. 

Hr.  Chsth  then  introduoed  th«  bill  abora 
mentioned,  wfaioh  was  read  tbe  flm  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  leeoiid  tune  bj  a  tc4»  «f 
4*  to  36.  

Tdksdat,  Febniarj  IB. 
Mr.  MiLiiOB  presented  a  memorial  of  tha 
PeonaylTania  Sodetj  for  pnmotiug  tbe  Ab^ 
tion  of  SlaTerj,  oomplauiing  tbftt  AmeticaB 
veaaela,  navigated  bj  Amerioan  (ntisena,  area- 
gaged  in  the  AAioan  davo  trade,  nsdo-  lb* 
Saga  of  farrfgn  natioDS,  and  prayitig  that  Coa- 
gresa  will  take  this  subject  into  oonsjderaticiii,  ' 
and  poM  Kioh  laws  as  wilt  remedy  tha  evil  of 
whion  tbej  oompiaiii. — Referred  to  a  adeot 
committee;  and  Mr.  Miujok,  Ur.  EoBXBnoH, 
Mr.  GsoeviNOB,  Ur.  Weextok,  and  Ur.  Eaai^ 
were  appointod  the  oommittee. 


,L-oo^lc 


DEBATES  OV  GONGBBBS. 


rnwuT,  ISIS.]  Wm 

On  motioii  of  Mr.  Laoook,  the  House  re- 
•olT«d  itself  into  ■  Oommittee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  to  Mnend  the  oUnnUzatlon  Uwi 
of  th«  United  Btate*;  whioh,  bsTing  b«eii 
■mended  in  conunitlM,  waa  reported  to  the 
Eotne. 

Mr.  Laoock  mored  to  ameDd  the  bill  bj  ex- 
tending the  natnraliutioQ  of  ajieng  to  all  thoae 
"who  hare  heretofbre  or  maj  within  nice 
Bonthi  hereafter,  declare  thdr  intention  agree- 
aUj  to  lair  to  beoome  dtizena  of  the  United 
Btataa,"  and  deolaring  that  the^  maj  be  admit- 
ted as  sooh. 

Hill  motioii  was  negatived.— For  the  amend- 
ment 4S,  against  it  4S. 

On  the  question  of  conenrrenoe  witb  the 
committee  in  striking  ont  the  aeootid  seolion  of 
the  bill,  wbicdi  deprives  of  bis  right  to  the 
dHtU^^  of  dtitmuhip  anj  dtiien  who  shall 
oqiart  fiom  and  remain  wilhont  the  limits  uf 
the  United  Btatea  for  a  t«m  of  two  ^eara— the 
yeas  and  nays  were,  tor  striking  out  tiie  seotitHi 
71,  against  it  48. 

The  bill  having  been  thus  amended,  was  or- 
dered to  be  engroased  for  a  third  reading. 


WzDHisDAr,  February  IT. 

The  engrossed  bill  supplenients^  to  the 
several  acts  on  the  subjeot  of  a  uniform  rule 
of  nataralication,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Baoos  opposed  its  passage  on  the  ground 
of  the  impolloj  of  enoonraging  tlie  emigration 
of  alien  enemlea  during  the  ezistenee  of  war ; 
and  eonoluded  a  short  ^»eeah  ac^nst  the  bill  by 
moving  Its  oommitment  to  a  Oommittee  of  the 
Whde. 

Mr.  QnnmiT  supported  the  motion  on  the 
gronnd  of  defects  in  the  det^  of  the  bill, 
whioh  he  wished  to  amend. 

The  motion  for  reoommitment  was  carried 
by  ft  laree  m^orlty,  and  the  bill  made  the  order 
of  the  &j  for  Mondftjr. 

For  TIawi. 

Mr.  Lrtlk  introdnoed  the  following  reaola- 
tion,  with  some  reroarki  in  favor  of  the  policy 
itf  the  non-importation  act,  to  which  he  avowed 
himself  to  be  very  (Hendly,  and  to  the  anspen- 
non  of  whioh  he  was  opposed : 

"Bmalredf  That  tbs  CmnmltlM  of  Wayi  and 
Usani  be,  and  hereby  sis,  initnicted  to  nport  to  thii' 
Hovss  a  bill  or  iaD*  Isyiiig  taxes  for  tbe  siq^trt  of 
flu  War." 

The  qneation  of  oonsidering  (tf  thia  resolution 
was  deeded  In  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and 
Dan — for  consideration  66,  agaiiut  U  S8. 

The  reeolation  being  thna  presented  to  the 
Bouse  for  its  adoptioD — 

A  dwoltory  debate  of  two  hours  took  plftoe 
on  it,  in  the  course  of  whioh  a  motion  waa 
made  by  Mr.  Gruddt  to  lay  the  reaolnlion  on 
the  table,  and  negatived — 60  to  40. 

The  following  was  the  oonrae  of  the  debate^ 


Thni.  [H.«sS. 

which  was  ot  too  irr^ulor  a  uatore  to  be  re- 
ported entire: 

Mr.  Gbdhdt  opposed  the  motion,  beoauae  It 
had  already  been  declared  impracticable,  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  aet  pivperly 
on  the  snbject  st  tiie  preaeat  seegion. 

Mr,  LinLB  supported  it,  on  the  gronnd  of 
his  oppontlon  to  a  snspeuiion  of  the  non-im- 
portation act,  a  measure  whioh  he  reprobated 
ftaiDJarious  to  the  mannfaotures  of  ouroonnbj, 
and  weakening  oar  measures  against  Great 
Britain,  of  whioh  he  considered  the  non-im- 
portation act  to  be  Bs  powerful  as  any. 

Mr.  Stow  advocatea  the  motion,  bacanse  be 
wished  the  Bouse  t«  redeem  the  pledge  given 
at  the  last  session,  that  taxea  would  be  laid  at 
this,  and  to  observe  something  like  eonriatenoy 
in  theirproceedings. 

Mr.  WmoRr  was  also  warmly  in  favor  of  the 
inessare,  and  rather  imputed  blame  to  the  0(»n- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  not  having  be- 
fore acted  on  this  suUeot,  withont  wuting  for 
instmotioDS  trom  tlie  Hoose. 

Mr.  BiHB  replied  to  the  remaika  whioh  had 
been  made  in  &vor  of  the  resolntion.  At  the 
last  sesaion  it  was  prMnmed  that  it  woold  be 
r  to  lay  taxes  at  this  season ;  bat  the 
Bccroing  in  the  intennedlate  time  bad 
swelled  so  &r  beyond  its  anUdpated  amoont  as 
to  render  it  unneoeaaary  to  levy  taxea  for  the 
servioe  of  the  ensning  year. 

Mr.WaiaHT^ainBpokein&voroftbemotion, 

Mr.  BiOHABDeoH  waa  deddedly  in  &vor  of  a 
repeal  or  modiScation  of  the  non-importation 
act,  though  he  believed  both  that  measm«  and 
the  imposition  of  tazee  would  be  neonaaary  to 
snoply  the  revenue. 

Mr.  HcKnf  was  in  fbvor  of  the  motion,  be- 
oauae he  was  opposed  to  the  suspension  or 
weakening  of  Qie  non-importation  act. 

Mr.  Ohkvis  KMke  at  length  in  defbnoe  of  the 
Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  in  demou- 
atofttioa  (rf  tiie  impraetioabiU^  ot  acting  on  the 
■nl^eotpn^keriyat  tbepneenlaestion.  Sitting 
day  and  n^^t,  and  pasnug  by  all  other  buri- 
nesa,  a  proper  aystem  o(  tftxation  could  not  be 
digested  and  pot  into  the  form  of  law  before 
the  end  of  the  seedon.  Two  only  oat  of  fbur- 
teen  of  the  Ults  it  would  be  necessary  to  pass 
to  carry  the  system  proposed  at  the  last  session 
into  effect,  would  require  the  whole  of  the 
present  sesdon  to  perfect  them.  The  passage 
of  ft  system  of  taxation,  beeidea,  would  not  ob- 
viate the  necessity  of  the  passage  of  the  law 
SDBpending  partially  the  nou- importation  act. 
It  woold  require  both.  The  taxes,  he  agreed, 
must  be  laid,  but  could  not  at  the  present  sesuon. 

Mr.  Wbiort  replied. 

Mr.  Stow  again  qioke.  He  would,  if  all  the 
tax  bills  coold  not  be  passed,  at  least  pass  one, 
and  break  the  charm  which  seemed  to  with- 
hold the  Bouse  ftoin  tonching  the  sutiject. 

Mr.  AsonsB  moved  to  etnke  oat  the  whole 
of  the  rcaolution,  fitf  the  pui^>ose  of  inserting 
an  tnstraction  to  the  Oommittee  of  Waya  and 
Meana  to  report  a  ^  or  bills,  poranant  to  tba 
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rqwrt  of  th«  Oomniittee  of  Wiyi  and  Ueana  on 
tfau  lubject,  wbicb  pwwd  the  Uoua  on  tbe  4th 
lUr  of  March,  I81S. 

This  modiflottioii  of  the  motion  waa  aooepted 
by  Mr.  LmLt. 

Ifr.  Chitis  then  withdrev  bte  olfjectSon  to 
the  moUon,  u  it  oontaiovd  •  deflitit«  iiutnio- 
tioD,  ud  be  felt  k  delioMj  u  a  member  of  the 
Oommittae  of  Waja  and  Meana  In  opposing  it, 
tbou^  be  w>a  oonrinoed  it  voold  M  impnoi 
HcMa  to  ptm  tli«  bill*  at  the  imseat  iMUoa. 

Hr.  Roism  opposed  the  motion,  and  «z- 
pretsed  bis  regret  that  Uie  discQMi<Hi,  which 
was  fixed  for  to-morrow,  shonld  be  (breitalled 
by  this  reaolnlion. 


Mr.  JoaNsoiT  warmly  opposed  the  motion.  •■ 
going  to  oast  oensore  on  a  oommittee  whiob  bad 
bbored  iaj  and  night  in  ita  vooatdtMi,  and 


pairing  thrai  to  originate  measarea  which  tbej 
had  already  declared  it  impraotkable  to  aet  on 
at  the  tmsent  session,  &o, 

Mr.  WIDOIBT  alao  apoke  ngainat  the  motion, 
decidedly. 

Tlie  qnettion  on  the  adoption  of  the  resoln- 
ticai  as  modified  by  Mr.  Aactras,  wu  dedded 
in  the  negative— yeas  4T,  nays  OB. 

Tbubsdat,  February  18. 
£nMuragttn»nt  to  PriKttetrinf. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Littlx,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
bill  remitting  the  claim  of  the  United  6tst«e  to 
certain  goods,  wares,  &o,,  captured  by  tlie  pri- 
vate anned  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  MoKiH,  under  the  belief  that  the  bill  as 
It  now  stands  does  not  place  prirateen  on  a 
better  footing  than  before,  and  aoes  not  answer 
the  olfject  intended  by  the  resolution  which  pro- 
duced it,  proposed  t.lie  fullowing  snbeUtate  by 
way  of  amendment: 

"  That  %11  right  sod  claim  ot  the  United  StitM  to 
Britiih  propertj,  whioh  mi^  bkrg  bosn  captarad  by 
Americin  iniisteen,  tiiung  tna  forfeitnra  imdsr 
any  pmTidaD  of  tba  sot  entillcd  '  An  set  to  prohibit 
eommtroisl  f ntsreoone  batvean  the  United  Stataa  ud 
Great  Britain  and  Fraoee  and  their  depaodande^ 
■nd  fur  other  paipou^'snd  so  act  antitlsd  *Ad  aot 
coDceming  the  oommBrviat  interooorw  batweon  Great 
Britain  and  Franca  mad  tbeir  dapaiideai:iea,  and  for 
other  purpoaes,'  and  an  act  tuppUmentBcy  to  tba  lut 
mantioiwd  act,  ba,  and  tfae  ume  ii  hereby  relinquUb- 
•d  for  tba  benefit  of  the  ownen,  officers,  and  crewi  of 
the  piiTateen  reqwjliTdy  that  may  liaTe  oapnmd 

TIlis  amendment  prodnoed  some  discussion,  in 
which  Messrs.  MoKut  and  Wbiokt  advocated 
the  motion,  and  Uossrs.  Kobebts  snd  Fibk  op- 
pose it;  when  the  qoeation  was  taken  and  lost, 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  RoBUTB  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
to  iacluda  oaiitnres  mode  of  goods  which 
shipped  anterior  to  as  well  as  Biooe  the  declara- 
tion of  war  was  Icnown  in  England.  This 
amendment  was  adopted,  46  to  8S. 

The  committee  then  rose,  reported  the  I 
the  House,  as  amended ;  the  ames^uenti 


Fbioat,  February  19. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Kew  Amp- 
shire,  Oboroi  BnuJVA9',  KppMxtA,  and  took 
his  seat. 
JSneeuragemtnt  ^fffrUiaU  Antiei  JPrioatttruif, 

The  engrosMd  bill  to  Tdease  tbe  dums  of  the 
United  States  on  certain  goods,  woro^  and  msr- 
ohandise,  captnrtd  hy  private  armed  vcwJi, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  debatod. 

Tfae  l>iil  was  passed  by  the  vote,  by  yeaa  lad 
nijs-^r  the  bill  S2,  sgainst  it  88 : 


Capture  ef  fke  Jo/bo. 

The  following  Message  was  received  frtxo  the 
pBKau>UT  or  THZ  UHmo  BxAtme  ; 
lb  Ita  d<MM  tHi  Btmm  ^ 

JttfmmtaUtf  of  Ike   Unitti  St^: 

I  lay  belbte  Congnn  a  lettnr,  witii  aeeompanjit^ 
document),  (ham  Captain  Bunbridge,  now  Dammsiid- 
ing  die  United  Statei  frigate  "  the  Cooititntiofi,''  re- 
porting Ms  capture  and  deatniction  ot  the  BiitiA 
ftigaU  "tba  Java."  The  circamitaaces  and  tha 
ianie  of  thi*  combat  afford  anotiier  ezaiD|de  of  tbs 


Cqitain  Baintsidge,  his  olllcer^  and    i 
&»  hlgbaat  prwa*. 

This  being  a  saoond  ioatanoa  in  which  ibt  oaiS- 
tion  of  the  eaptnted  dilp,  by  nndeiing  it  't— r"Mt 
to  gat  bar  into  poM,  haa  baned  a  eontsmplMad  nswd 
of  MMMesifal  nloT,  I  ivoommand  to  dia  ""miili'ialjiie 
e(  Co^pren  Ae  eqinty  and  pnprieQ  «f  a  gensal 
pntvisjon,  aliowiog,  in  meh  oase^  both  poK  and 
Ihture,  a  Ur  pn^Kstion  of  die  value  which  moU 
accrue  to  tile  eapton  on  tha  aab  aniTal  and  sale  of 

Fib.  22, 1S13.  JAIIES  MADISON. 

U.  S.  FotoATX  CosBii'iuiKn, 
9i,  Su-VAWW,  Jaaiym-if  Sd,  IStS. 
Sui  I  have  the  boooi  to  infinrn  yoa  that,  id  Iha 
29ttiiiltimo,atiP.  M.,  inaodthlatitade  13°  6",  and 
west  longitude  88°,  about  ten  leagnea  distant  &n 
tba  ooaiC  of  Bruil,  I  fell  in  with,  and  captiind,  Hn 
BritanDiD  Majeitj's  frisate  Java,  of  49  kbus,  and  u- 
wardi  of  four  hnndredmen,  commanded  b;  Captaa 
Lambert,  a  very  dletingalBbed  officer.'  Tha  acta 
lasted  one  hour  and  fiftj-Gnt  minnles,  in  iilucli  time 
the  enemy  wai  DOmplelaly  dismasted,  not  bavinga 
Riar  of  any  lund  stajidins.  Tba  Idb  on  board  da 
CoMtitndon  was  nine  kiUad  and  twso^^five  w«a^ 
edtOaparenolosadUst.  Theeaemy  liad  uc^kiHid 
and  one  hundred  and  one  wmmdodiCatM^ntr  { (aBiag 
the  latter.  Captain  Lambar^  mectallj  ;>  bat  l^  tte 
enclosed  ktter,  written  on  board  thi*  slup,  by  oat  d 
the  offioanof  (he  Java,  and  accideotaJly  IoukI,  it  is 
evident  that  the  aiiemj-'s  wonndad  muit  have  baea 
much  greater  than  as  above  ■talsd,  and  wbo  miul 
I  have  died  of  tbair  woanda  prerioualy  to  their  being 
j  removed.  Tbe  letter  stalas  uity  killed  ai^  au 
I  hoDdred  and  tsreo^  woonded. 


i.L.ooglc 
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For  fnrtlier  •ktaOi  of  tba  action,  I  bef(  1mt«  to 
tcftr  jon  to  tba  ancloMd  exincU  from  m  j  joDmaL 
Tba  Java  bad,  io  additicn  to  bar  own  ciaw,  apwardi 
it  one  haadred  nipeTiiaiii«r«t7  oEBcen  and  namMi, 
to  ji^  tba  BrItUb  ihipi  of  war  in  the  E^aat  lodjca ; 
alio,  Umlanant  Ganaral  Hiilop,  appoiutad  to  tba 
eomnuLod  of  Bombaj,  M^  Walkar,  and  Captain 
Wood,  of  hia  atoff,  and  Captain  Manball,  master  and 
ooniinandeT  tn  tbe  Bridib  navy,  going  to  tbe  East 
Imllai  U>  taka  command  of  a  iloop  of  war  tbere. 

Sltonld  I  attempt  to  do  ju>tice,  b;  re{rcaeDtatiDn, 
to  Uw  gnat  and  good  coodnct  of  all  my  cfficera  and 
crav,  diiriiig  tba  actjon,  I  (boold  fail  in  tbe  attempt ; 
^onrfore,  inffioe  it  to  uy,  tbat  ths  wbola  of  tbeir 
it  mj  bigheat  encominiii*. 


»  of  OorammeDt,  and  alio 
•eamaa  wbo  wan  wounded,  and  tba  ftniUa*  of  tboia 
brars  nMn  wbo  fell  in  tbe  actioii. 

The  great  distanre  from  onr  own  ooai^  and  the 
perfact  wnck  «e  made  of  theeoemj'a  frigate,  forbade 
eT«ij  idea  cS  atlemptiag  to  take  ber  to  tbe  tloited 
Statra.  I  bad,  tberefore,  no  altematife  but  bamlng 
bar,  wbicb  J  did  on  tbe  Slil  oldmo,  after  recaivlag 
an  tbe  prjaoaera  and  their  bagjjage,  whicb  waa  rarj 
tediooi  work,  onlj  baring  one  boat  laft  out  of  eight, 
•nd  not  one  boat  left  on  board  Ibe  Jaia. 

On  blowing  np  tbe  frigate  Jara,  I  prooaaded  la 
thii  place,  where  i  bare  landed  all  the  priaonef^  on 
dieir  parole,  to  return  to  England,  and  tbare  remain 
ontil  regnlarij  eiohanged,  and  not  to  lerTe  in  tbeir 
pTD/eiKmaJ  tofodtitt,  in  any  plaoe,  or  in  anj  manner 
wbaterar,  againat  the  United  SCatee  of  America,  until 
laid  eiobanga  i*  eSbctad.  I  have  tba  honor  to  be,  &c. 
WILLIAM  BAINBRIDGE. 

Hon.  "Pun.  Hu(ilk>x,  SKntaif  Navg, 


TcBBDAT,  Febmary  28. 
Hit  FriffaU  CcattituticTi, 

The  Home  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommlttee  of 
tbe  Whole  on  the  bill,  reported  by  the  Naval 
Committee  this  rooming,  to  compensate  the 
offloers  and  crew  of  the  United  Statea  fKgate 
Oonstitntion  for  the  destmotion  of  the  British 
frigates  Gnerriere  aad  Java.  [Thia  hill  provides 

that dollars   ahall    be   paid  ont   of  the 

Treasnry  to  Captun  Hnll  and  the  officers  and 
(irewB  of  the  Oonstitntion  frisat«,  and  a  like 
anm  to  Captain  Bainbridge  and  his  crew,  for 
their  two  gsllunt  aohievementa- ;  and  appropri- 
ates a  sam  of  — ■--  dollars  therefor.] 

Mr.  BxoBrrr  moved  to  flU  the  first  blank  with 
QStj  thousand  dollars 

After  Home  conversotjon  between  Uesars. 
BAflSKT,  Elt,  Stow,  and  MruroH,  on  the  pro- 
priety of  making  a  general  instead  of  a  special 
proTMon  on  this  head,  as  reoommended  by  the 
President,  the  question  on  filling;  Uie  first 
blank  with  &Hj  tnonsand  dollars  was  oairied  in 
tbe  afflrmative,  ayes  60. 

The  second  blank  was  then  filled  with  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  hill; 
and  the  amendments  were  ooncurred  in. 

The  bill  waa  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
utd  rood  a  third  time. 


WsDiraaDiT,  February  34. 
The  Frigate   CoTUtitutioa. 

The  bill  making  compensation  to  the  offltwrs 
end  crew  of  the  frigate  ConstitnUon  for  thede- 
strucUon  of  the  British  frigates  Gnerriere  and 
Java,  was  read  a  third  time  atid  passed,  by  jeaa 
and  nays.  For  the  bill  81,  against  the  bill  89. 
Ordtr  in  CowteiL 


Ta  the  Senate  end  Boiae  of 

RtprtttntatcBti  ef  At  XJtatai  Stala  ; 

I  lay  before  Congreii  copies  of  a  pmclamsClDn  of 
the  Britiah  Liautanant  Governor  of  tha  island  of 
BermndB,  which  bag  appeared  under  drcumatances 
leaving  no  donbt  of  ita  aa^anticit^.  It  recites  a 
Britiih  Order  b  Coaneil  of  the  2Stb  of  October  laa^ 
providing  for  tbe  rapply  of  tbe  Biitiih  Weit  Indie* 
and  other  oolimial  poawwona,  by  a  frada  under 
ipedal  liaeaaai ;  and  la  aooompaniod  by  a  oiimilar 
ioitroctiou  to  thie  Colonial  Govetium,  which  confinea 
licensed  importatioaa  tivm  porta  of  Che  United  States, 
to  the  porta  of  tba  Eaatem  States  exclnavelT. 

Tbe  GorenunenC  of  Great  Briton  bad  alraady 
introduced  into  commerce  during  wnr,  a  lyMem, 
which,  at  once  violaliiig  the  lights  of  other  nation^ 
and  reating  on  a  mass  of  forgery  and  perjury  uji- 
known  to  other  times,  was  rn^ng  ta  aiifortonate 
progreia  In  nndenninlne  those  principles  of  morality 
and  tallglon  which  an  Ue  best  foundatiou  of  natioDa] 


The  policy  now  prodatmed  to  the  worid,  hitrodaoea 
into  b«  modea  of  warfare  a  v'tem  equally  diatbi- 
gtiithed  hy  the  dsf(»mtty  of  its  foatnrea,  and  tbe  de- 
pravi^  (^  ita  cfaaraeter;  having  for  ita  object  to 
diaaoln  the  Uea  of  alle^aace  aod  the  aautiiiientt  of 
loyal^  in  the  adversary  nation,  and  to  seduce  and 
•oparate  it>  compoiteat  parti,  tba  one  from  the  other. 

The  ^eral  tendency  of  these  demoraliiing  aij 
dlaorganiziDs  contri ranees  will  be  Teprobated  by  the 
civilized  and  Christian  world  ;  and  the  insulting  at- 
tempt OD  the  virtue,  the  honor,  tbe  patriotism,  and 
the  fideli^  of  our  brethren  of  the  Eaat«m  States, 
wm  not  &il  to  call  forth  all  their  Indignation  and  re- 
sentment, and  to  attach  more  and  more  all  the  States 
to  that  happy  Union  and  Conatitu^cn,  againat  wbioh 
each  inaidiooi  and  malignant  artifice*  are  directed. 

The  better  to  guard,  nevertheleu,  against  tbe  e^ot 
of  indiridual  ciqiidi^  and  treachery,  and  to  tnm  tba 
oomtpt  pngects  of  the  enemy  against  bimself,  I  ra- 
i  (J,  (Ijj  ooasideraKon  of  Congress  the  expe- 


ipecial  licenses,  whether  relating  to  persons  or 
porta ;  and,  in  aid  thereof,  a  prohlbltian  of  all  cipor- 
tatioui  &om  the  United  States  in  foreign  hottomi — 
few  of  which  are  aetnellv  employed— whilst  mnlli- 
plying  counterfnls  of  tnni  Saga  and  papera  aia 
covering  and  anoonraging  the    navigation   of  the 

JAUE3  MADISON. 
FKBiinAaT  a*,  1818. 

The  Uessage  and  accompanying  docomenla 
were  referred'to  the  Oommlttee  on  foreign  Be- 

EjsUra  Settion. 
TheHoiue  went  into  0«Hnnutt«ecf  Uu  Whole 


"b.CoogIc 


OD  the  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  the  next  meeting 
of  OoDgreaa — s  motion  being  nailer  oonndera- 
tMQ  to  fix  OD  the  fourth  HomL^y  in  Ootob«r. 

Mr.  Gbotdt  spoke  in  reply  to  some  obwrrm- 
tions  of  Mr.  JonHBon  (on  T«flterda}')  in  favor  of 
that  day.  Mr.  G.  was  decidedly  in  Give 
meetiDg  in  May ;  he  believed  it  neoeeaary  to  the 
npport  of  public  credit  that  the  House  abonld 
meet  in  May.  Had  not  the  Oonimittee  of  Waya 
and  Meana  first  tan^t  him  that  an  early  aeadon 
was  Decenary  with  that  view,  if  rvvenoe  shontd 
not,  as  itwoDld  not,  be  provided  at  this  aeanon, 
be  ahonld  not  have  beeD  Ibnnd  advocating  an 
extra  aeasion.  The  House  bad  been  told  by  their 
flnancial  committee,  that  it  was  indispenMbly 
neoeeaary  fortliwich  to  provide  a  revenue ;  and 
that  a  paper  Ryetem,  witliont  a  fonndation  of 
pernianent  revenue,  would  involve  the  nation 
in  disgrace  or  irretrievable  rnin.  Mr.  O.  quoted 
varions  reports  of  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  show  that  they  had  uiade  snch  state- 
ments. With  theee  facts  staring  him  in  the  face, 
bow  could  he  do  otherwise  than  urge  an  earty 


sinoe  occurred  ubviiitinir  that  neoecaity  t  Noth- 
ing. War  had  been  declared,  and  it  was  the 
duty  of  thoae  who  declared  it  to  provide  the 
ways  and  means  of  carrying  it  on.  Mr.  G.  pro- 
tested against  the  idea  which  had  been  advanced 
of  giving  enormous  interest  for  loans,  and 
■gainst  accumulating  a  large  debt,  almost  wlth- 
ont  the  knowledge  of  the  people  im  whom  it 
wgnld'be  saddled,  and  expressed  his  detennina- 
tion,  as  &r  as  lay  in  his  power,  to  go  on  and 
provide  the  ways  and  means. 

Baiubdat,  Febmary  ST. 

Pmear  of  Setaliatioti. 

The  bin  giving  to  the  President  of  the  United 

States  ttte  power  of  retaliation  In  certain  cases 

therein  mentioned,  was  read  a  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Qcimot  to  ad- 
journ— lost,  5S  to  IS. 

The  bill  was  then  psased  by  the  foDowing 
vote: 

TeIB.— Willi*  Alston,  jr.,  WilliKn  Anderaon,  Ste- 
vsnson  Archer,  David  Bvd,  William  Baniett,  har- 
wen  Bauett,  Willivn  W.  Bibb,  William  Blockledge, 
WMsm  Badsr,  Jolm  C.  Calbonn,  Frmucii  Cur, 
Langdou  Cbeveii,  Jamea  Cocbran,  John  Clapton, 
Kchvd  Cutt>,  John  Damon,  Jowph  D«eha,  Sunoel 
Dinnuoor,  EUu  Earia,  Muliack  Franklin,  Tlioma* 
GholiOD,  Fetanon  Goojsyn,  laoioh  L.  Green,  Felix 
Gnindy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Kicliard  H.  Joluuan,  William 
Emmedy,  William  R.  Kng,  Peter  UtQc,  William 
Lowudea,  Thomas  Moor,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  L. 
IGtcbill,  Jamfla  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh 
Nelfon,  Thomoi  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Itr^l 
Piokeni,  William  Piper,  James  PleaiauM,  jr.,  John 
Shea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Robarls,  Thomas  B. 
'  Robertaon,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  George 
Smith,  John  Taliafemi,  Charlea  Turner,  jr.,  Robert 
WhitehUl,  David  E.  Williams,  and  Roban  Wright. 

Nats.— Abijoh  Bigelow,  El^  Brigfaam,  Ep^h- 


roditna  Cbampicm,  Martiii  Cbittenden,  Jamas  Xuali 
Am  fltcb,  ThcosK  P.  GnMreDV,  Lymaa  I^w,  Job 
Lawi^  jr^  Jooathao  O.  Manly,  EUriw  R.  tVm, 
Joriah  Qainey,  WilUsm  Beod,  WiDiaia  Bodaa, 
Daniel  Shefley,  Riohard  Stairfbrd,  and  T  iiMii 
White.* 

MoDDAT,  March  1. 

Fbreiffit  Lietntm. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  prohihit  the  nae  of  fi- 

oenses  or  passes^  issued  nnder  the  antbority  of 

any  foreign  Govenunmit,  was  read  the  third 

And  on  the qneatioo,  "Shall  this  bill  p«aat" 

it  passed  in  the  affirmative — jeas  69,  nnjs  33. 

Sdati&nt  Kith  FnMM. 

Mr.  GOLDSBOBOCOH,  after  obaerving  oo  Um 
propriety  of  the  House  having  all  the  infiiraia- 
tion  on  foreign  affairs  which  was  accessible; 
and  remarking,  also,  that  they  were  mneh  in 
the  dark  in  respect  to  our  relations  with 
France,  moved  the  following  resolution : 

SaalHd,  That  die  PraBdent  al  the  United  SOOm 
be  Teqwated  to  canie  to  be  laid  before  thiaHoonOt 
Freudi  decree,  pniporting  to  be  a  repeal  <£  Ik 
BeHIn  decnei,  refemd  to  In  his  Ueaage  of  the  4tb 
of  Norember  laat  j  together  with  nich  infonnatioa 
a*  be  may  poesea  cooeeming  die  ttue  and  —-— — >  J 
ptomolg^iiig  tbe  tame ;  and,  olaot  any  oorreyd- 
eoce  or  information  toocfaiiig  the  relatiooa  of  the 
United  States  with  Fnoca,  in  the  eeea  of  tke  D»- 
paitment  of  State,  not  tientofon  eomniBDinlBd, 
which,  in  Um  •»inion  of  die  Praideat,  it  is  net 
inrompatibls  wilA  the  public  inteieat  to  commaai- 
cat& 

And  on  the  gneetioo  to  agree  to  tbe  same,  it 
passed  in  tbe  affirmative — yeas  109,  nnys  1. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOBouoH  and  Mr.  Kunnrnv  wen 
appointed  a  committee  to  present  the  aaid  rcao- 
Indon  10  the  President. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 

TunoAT,  March  9. 

JfoH'Sxpertatunu  in  Foreigit  Bottom*. 

The  House  s^un  resolved  itaelf  into  a  Con- 


Faltad  Kingdom  of  Oreat  BrttilB  osd  InlOD^ 
(oftlia  Ian  and  oava  of  war  amoDipelTOlHd 

, be  lit  li«v«  been  dooe  md  pcrpelratad  ^  tboa* 

ostliic  undn  ntborltv  of  Um  Biltlib  eoTaraiReat,  ■■  «v 
of  the  dcliau  of  tbe  lJnlt«d  BUtM.  or  snHiia  la  lb*  Ml 
or  UTol  MrrlcH  of  cha  Unlud  Statu,  the  Pmldnt  of  At 
"nitpdfiutte  lahenbTiothoriwl  to  ciu*  hll  SDd  oafte 
tallanoD  lo  b«  nud(,  tuordlng  to  tbe  lawa  lod  B««a  tf 
u  uDoiui  slTlllHd  BUlou.  for  all  SM  aieiT  uicli  tIsMIw 

Sio.  t.  Awl  It  a  >rtUr  t»»4ttd.  Tktt,  la  ttt  oaa 
..henUTOatncaarHtutflraaltJOTtHiitaiitr  •htDU  « 
baa  been  piactlHdbyKnjIndlanar  ladlanL In alHaaee  with 


dsBtoftha  United  8(atF«  la  benbraalhiirtaHl  ID  caaoaM 
and  tmpU  ralailatloB  to  be  dooa  and  uenlcd  an  wuA 
■^rltlab  iDtdtcta,  aoldkn,  KamtB,  nt  aiaitBaa.  w  LBdtu^ 
I  iUlaace  or  unneetloa  with  Qpcol  BiHato.  briag  j  rla  lai 
fwar.Hirtha  wmaantrageoraetot  endirot  (artaiKr 
ad  beea  dgua  oadai  tba  aattoil  V  <f  <ba  BiltU  Qotmb- 

Approrad,  Mardi  1, 18U 
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Naii-ExporliUieni  M  FortifM  BoOomt. 


[H.  . 


mittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bUl  prohibiting  the 
«xportAtioa  of  oertm  articles  therein  specifled, 
in  foreiKQ  Teewls. 

Mr.  Ol&t  spoke  ftt  considerahle  length  in  fk- 
Tor  of  this  bill,  as  formiag  a  coioplflte  ejetein, 
eoDDeoted  with  one  which  pawed  toe  Hoose  the 
Otlier  day,  prohibiting  the  nae  of  foreign  licenses 
on  board  reseets  of  tbe  United  States,  niited  to 
the  present  rebtione  of  the  United  Statea,  &Dd 
to  the  proper  action  on  the  enem/. 

Hr.  KoBEBTSoN  spoke  aa  foUawa :  Hr.  Chair- 
.man,  I  do  not  often  treBpass  on  the  patieQce  of 
the  Eonse,  but  I  request  their  ettentiun  whilat 
I  itcte  a  few  of  the  reasons  which  compel  me 
to  oppose  the  hill  now  onder  ooDaidcration. 
'  I  am  the  more  disposed  to  do  tbis^  becanse 
mj  opposition  arises  from  oonwderationa  in  a 
great  meuanre  peculiar  to  inyseli^  and  beoanse  I 
diSer  with  gentlemen  in  the  oorrectnesa  of 
whose  opinions  I  ugnallj  oononr.  Withont, 
then,  conridering  the  principles  it  involves,  I 
nject  this  bill,  Mcanse  it  is  not  in  &ot  what  it 
professes  to  be  ;  it  is  not  a  restrictive  measure ; 
its  provisions  maj  operate  prqndicially  on  our- 
selves, bnt  cannot  amot  the  enemj.  In  one  of 
two  general  s^slemfl,  I  mi^t  go  along  with 
^ntlemen.  Let  ns  have  non-importadon,  non- 
^nterconrse,  and  embargo — thns  the  restrictive 
ajstem  mny  have  its  ftm  bearing  ;  let  ns  refuse 
to  pnrohase  mannfeotores  of  the  British ;  let  n* 
refuse  to  fomish  them  with  ^visions,  thea  we 
niaj  be  consoled  for  the  privatioiis  which  we 
ourselves  mnst  experience,  bj  reflecting  on  the 
great  evils  which  we  Inflict  on  the  enemy. 

I  ean  but  anile  at  the  patriotism  of  honorable 
gentlemen,  who  afibot  to  starve  the  English  b; 
refosing  to  bny  their  manufactures,  whUet  tbej 
bnndate  the  arm;,  the  navy,  the  colonies  of 
that  nation,  with  a  profnaon  of  all  the  neoe»- 
saries  and  Inxnries  oif  life — they  will  starve  a 
feit  miserable  manufactorers,  whilst  they  in- 
dnstiiousl;  feed  their  armed  men.  With  the 
most  glaring  and  barefaced  inconsistency,  thej 
ot^ect  to  admitting  into  oar  markets  any  the 
minutest  article  of  British  manufactore,  that  the 
inhabitants  may  perish  for  the  want  of  means 
to  purchase  bread  ;  whilst  bread  is  exported 
with  a  hope  that  it  shonld,  indeed  a  perfect  cer- 
tainty that  it  will  he  consumed  by  this  same 
people.  I  cannot  oononr  in  these  half-way 
measurea  1  voted  for  a  repeal  of  the  non-im- 
portation act.  I  hoped  that  oommarce,  enffi- 
raently  hazardous  and  fettered  by  thepreaent 
state  of  the  world,  would  cease  to  be  shackled 
by  onrselves.  I  hoped,  that  now  the  sword  was 
.  drawn,  we  shonld  cury  on  war  in  the  usual 
and  BcOQstomed  manner — that  the  Government 
voold  be  aided  by  the  receipt  of  revenue  ari»> 
ing  from  datiea  and  imposts — that  the  people 
wunld  be  thns  partially  relieved  from  taxe»— 
that  the  nation  would  be  strengthened  and  in- 
spired hj  an  aocesuon  of  wealth,  now  more 
Uian  ever  necessary. 

But  whatever,  sir,  might  be  my  opinion  of 
this  bill,  viewed  aa  a  restrictive  measure  ;  for 
other  connderationi  It  meets  with  my  dedded 


disqtprobation.  We  prohibit  nentrals.  from 
clearmg  ont  from  our  ports  with  the  prodno- 
tions  of  onr  conn  try,  whilst  onr  own  vessels  are 
left  free  to  do  so.  we  deny  to  tbem  that  com- 
merce, which  as  a  uentral  we  formerly  eqjoy- 
ed.  Heretofore  we  oomplained  of  the  mjustice 
of  belligerents,  and  now  that  we  are  enraged 
in  war,  and  that  too  for  neutral  rigJUt  anifru 
trade,  we  are  about  to  practise  similar  ahnsea. 
Aware  that  some  apology  would  be  deemed 
necessary,  we  call  it  a  mnnicipal  regnlation ; 
it  may  be  so — and  perhaps  we  are  borne  out  by 
strict  law  :  bnt  we  attempt  a  Jostiflcation  on 
the  ground  of  cutting  off  our  enemy  from  snp- 
pliea,  of  which  he  stands  in  need,  and  whicK, 
notwithstanding  his  perilous  sitnation,  he  dares 
to  hope  tA  receive  tlu'ongh  a  train  of  insolent 
artifices,  derogatory  to  the  integrity  of  the 
Union,  and  disgraceM  to  those  wiUi  whom 
they  shall  prevad. 

Kow,  sir,  if  the  maaanre  proposed,  coold  in 
anv  w^  counteract  his  views — if  it  went  the 
fnu  length  of  preventing  him  from  proooring 
the  vanons  articlu  whiofa  his  necessities  r»- 
([nire,  I  oonfen  it  wonld  be  inflicting  a  punish- 
ment, which  not  only  the  laws  of  war  wonld 
authorize,  but  which  the  nnprecedenled  base' 
ness  of  his  late  attempt  most  londly  colls  for; 
but  no  snch  effect  will  be  produced.  For  what 
is  there  to  prevent  our  vessels  from  transport- 
ing the  products  of  the  United  States  to  Amelia, 
Pensscola,  St.  Bartholomews,  there  to  be  de- 

Kuted,  and  tbenoe  carried  in  nentral  or  Britidi 
ttoms  to  Jamaica,  the  Bahamas,  or  whereso- 


we  stand  in  relation  to  each  other  England  is 
compelled  to  encourage  a  trade  by  license,  will 
not  her  necessities  equally  induce  her  to  con- 
nive at  exportation  I  Can  it  be  doubted,  that 
her  armed  veesela  would  not  be  instructed  to 
allow  our  provisions  to  pass  unmolested,  when, 
by  pursuing  a  contrary  condnct,  sbe  wonld  be 
starving  her  own  colonies  t  And  is  it  not  clear 
that  a  traffic,  which  the  war  prevents  frvm 
being  direct,  would  continue  to  be  carried  on, 
as  it  is  at  present,  through  intermediate  ports  t 
Ur.  Chiurman,  the  present  scheme  seems  to 
me  to  he  merely  calcnlated  to  produce  vexation 
and  embarrassment  at  home ;  to  operate  with 
peculiar  hard^ip  on  nentral  rights,  withont  in- 
flicting on  the  enemy  any  iiynry  commensurate 
with  these  evils.  ^Ir,  if  gentlemen  wish  to  rei^ 
the  fall  effect  of  a  restrictive  system,  that  sys- 
tem must  l>erig^  and  complete.  Let  our  ports 
be  sealed  ;  let  there  be  neither  egress  nor  in- 
gress; let  na  neither  bny  nor  sell,  and  let  us 
prepare  to  bear  the  positive  burdens  of  active 
war.  No  section  of  our  widdy-eitended  Union 
could  tiien  complain  of  pteuliar  oppression. 
The  plan  would  present  itself  to  us,  recommend- 
ed, at  least,  by  Uie  generality  of  its  operation ; 
by  the  impartiality  of  its  character.  But,  if 
this  cannot  be  doD%  if  the  shipping  interests  oi 
some  of  the  States,  and  the  manufaclnring  e»- 
tabliahmenta  of  otnera,  most  be  encoiffage^  and 
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Non-Bi^tTlaAt  H  Fvnijpt  BMomt. 


[H.. 


The  hoiOTKbte  gentlemAn  frc»ii  SodUi  Caro- 
Uds  (ICr.  LoimDiB)  haa  pertinently'  asked, 
wh&t  eztoDt  you  would  carrj  yonr  new  prm- 
ciples  of  honor  and  retaliatiuo.  The  enemy 
RHtres  the  oommeroe  of  the  Es«t,  and  destroys 
tnat  of  the  South;  yoa  must  equalize  them  by 
destroymg  the  fonaer.  You  cannot  stop  here. 
If  the  eaemy  btoetade*  the  South,  yon  modt 
unbarge  New  England.  If  he  bums  CharlsBton 
and.  Norfolk,  yon  muat  bnm  New  York  and 
Boston.  In  fine,  any  thing  spared  in  one  Mo- 
tion of  the  Union  by  the  enemj,  whloh  he 
haa  the  power  to  destroy,  and  not  spared  in 
another,  moit  be  destroyed  by  our  Govern- 
meat,  by  way  of  eqnalidag  the  burdens  of  the 

lie  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina,  (Mr.  CiX- 
HODH,)  to  whom  I  have  so  often  alluded,  was 
diapnaed  highly  to  oompllment  the  people  of 
the  Northern  States.  He  declared  hie  full  con- 
fidence in  their  fidelity,  patriotism,  snd  honor, 
and  hebelievea  that  tbey  will  not  ouij  sporn  with 
eont«nipt  the  attempt  to  seduoe  them,  bat  wilt 
hail  the  prvsent  measure  as  Jast,  honorable,  and 
wise.  Sir,  the  patriotism  of  that  people  is  nn 
doubtedly  as  warm  and  as  disiatereeted  as  that 
of  any  people  on  this  globe ;  and  i^  indeed,  this 
were  an  attack  on  their  honor,  tbey  would  need 
lio  such  law  as  this  to  teach  them  their  dnty, 
or  to  compel  them  U>  perform  it.  But,  sir,  I 
do  not  believe  that  their  patriotism  will  (bel 
insulted.  They  wiU  hardly  be  satisfied  by  flat- 
tery and  compliment  for  this  attack  upon  their 
commerce.  I  would  not  be  snrprieed  if  they 
ahoald  answer  the  honorable  gentleman  some- 
what in  this  manner:  "Hands  off,  Hr.  Cal- 
BouK,  if  it  please  yon  ;  we  do  not  dislike  yonr 
compliments ;  indeed,  we  are  pleased  with  the 
notes  of  this  new  tnne  from  the  Sooth.  We 
will  do  any  thing  in  reason  to  oblige  yon  ;  but 
really,  air,  to'be  oompllroeated  ont  of  onr  com- 
merce ;  to  be  flattered  into  poverty  ;  to  be 
cowed  into  aerrioe,  is  a  little  more  than  the  roles 
of  civility  demand." 

It  has  been  avowed  on  this  floor,  [by  Mr. 
Speaker  Clat,]  that  this  bill  la  only  one  part  of 
a  oi'ntemplated  system  of  rigid  non-exportation. 
Have  gentlemen  reflected  on  the  disastrous  con- 
sequences of  such  a  system  at  the  present  ttmef 
The  district  which  I  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent, is  a  portion  of  an  extensive  tract  pf  mer- 
cantile and  agrioultond  ooootry,  extending  up 
the  Hudson  River  Ikr  into  the  interior  of  New 
York.  The  merchants  and  formers  of  that 
country  did  believe,  that  when  you  appealed  to 
arms,  your  reetrlctive  system  was  at  rest  for- 
ever. They  hod  a  rieht  so  to  believe,  from  the 
declarations  of  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  and 
from  the  nneqnivocal  conduct  of  Government 
IJnder  this  belief  during  the  present  winter 
the  raerchauta  have  constantly  purchased  pro- 
duce at  high  and  advanced  prices.  In  the  no- 
merona  villagea  scattered  on  either  ^e  of  the 
Hadson  Kiver,  and  over  immense  tracts  Est  to 
the  west  of  it,  the  stores  are^groaoing  vrith  the 
Vol.  IV.-^6 


prodnctiona  of  tli^r  soil  Sir,  when  the  Spriw 
opens,  they  will  find  all  their  prospects  blasts^ 
and  bankruptcy  staring  in  their  faces.  Throngh 
the  whole  frozen  interior  of  the  North  and 
East,  the  condition  of  the  merchants  and  farm- 
ers is  similar,  and  similar  disastrous  conse- 
quences will  be  realized. 

We  are  invdved  in  war  with  a  nation  pow. 
erfnl  in  her  reeonrcea,  clothed  in  complete 
armor,  and  to  whom,  fWim  long  habit,  a  state  erf 
wariare  has  become  almost  a  national  condition. 
We  need  all  onr  resonroes  and  all  onr  energies 
to  save  this  war  from  a  disgraceful  oonolnaion. 
What  then  but  madness  can  dictate  a  policy 
tending  to  dry  up  our  resonrces  and  paralyze  ont 
energies.  Wounded  by  the  spear  of  war,  what 
bnt  downright  political  quackery  could  prescribe 
those  "  reairictive"  nostrums,  to  restore  the  na- 
tion to  health  and  vigor!  Are  the  old  chimer- 
ical notions  otttarrtTiff  the  enemy,  yet  floating 
in  the  brains  of  gentlemen)  In  despite  of  expe- 
rience, do  they  yet  believe  that  our  blessed  coun- 
try alont  can  produce  food  for  the  world!  Are 
the  countries  of  the  Baltic  and  Oaspian  Seas  no 
longer  cultivated!  Has  the  Nild  ceased  to 
fhictify  the  fields  of  Egypt  t  Have  Sicily  and 
the  Barbary  coasts  returned  to  a  barren  state 
of  nature !  Haa  France  herself  agreed  to  bury 
her  surplus  bresdstuffs  in  tlie  earth )  Or  has 
England  lost  that  ascendency  on  the  ocean,  and 
forgot  all  those  commercial  arts,  by  which  she 
was  wont  to  procure  supplies  from  all  those 
oonntrles)  Seven  years  of  restrictions  have  in 
v^n  been  tried.  Yonr  enemy  has  laughed  yoo 
to  scorn,  and  yonr  own  people  have  cnrsed  the 
policy  that  crushed  their  prosperity.  There  il 
donbt  that,  as  at  the  time  you  laid  iko  em- 
Wo,  the  closing  of  your  ports  now,  might 
Mooe  a  temporary  inconvenience  to  the 
enemy  ;  but  the  measnre  would  finally  and  per- 
manenUy  recoil  on  our  merchants,  and  even 
formers.  These  men  have,  therefore,  a  deep 
and  vital  interest  in  this  question.  Twice  t£ 
ready  they  have  been  sacrificed  to  t«st  the  effi- 
cacy of  our  "  restrictive  enerpee." 
Do  yon  intend  agun  to  stretch  them  on  the 
ok,  again  to  cover  the  country  with  aackdoth 
id  aaheet  Is  another  brood  of  "restrictive" 
harpies,  more  unseemly  and  more  hungry  than 
their  predeoeaaois,  to  be  let  loose  among  them  t 
And  is  this  bill  a  pioneer  to  the  new  swarma  of 
"  continental"  locnsta! 

Ur.  Speaker,  I  ahndder  when  I  behold  that 
anti-commercial  demon,  which  for  aeven  years 
baa  been  glutted  with  the  mangled  limbs  of 
commerce,  atill  hovering  abont  ttiis  bill.  The 
deluded  people  did  believe  that,  when  "  voii 
let  slip  the  dogs  of  war,"  the  monster  had 
fallen,  never  agun  to  trample  down  thcli 
rigbteLor  devour  the  remnant  of  their  prosper- 
ity. They  were  mistaken.  He  haa  risen  in- 
-igorated  from  the  blow ;  tike  the  horse  leech, 
e  continues  to  err,  '^  give,  givel  "  He  nevei 
will  be  satUfled  while  the  formers  of  the  Nortb 
and  the  East  are  prosperous  and  powerfbl,  oi 
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the  Preaident  of  the  United  States,  and  no- 
tify him  of  the  pfopoBcd  reoeaa  of  Congtees, 
and  have  appointed  a   oommittee   on    their 

For  some  time  a  qnonmi  was  not  present. 
6ill»  from  the  Senate  were    waiting.     A 
cttU  of  the  Honse  was  had,  and  it  appeared 


that    uitj-fonr    tnetabeni    odIj    were    pres- 

AAer  receiTiog  from  the  President  h11  the 
bills  which  had  passed,  and  being  informed 
by  the  oommittee  that  lie  had  no  further  oom- 
monioations  to  malcc^  the  House  adjourned 
tme  die. 
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ple thtt  neir  men  own  to  tke  eenby  wUeh  pretecto 
Um,  Bllltafr  Mrrfce,  861 ;  tkeend  eeaUon  IsioIk*  u 
latrMtloB  of  the  oowtltaUon,  HI;  urmen  who  bed 
contawtted  e  debt  bed  oertelnlr  ^TOb  a  pledge  not  oalj* 
of  hit  piopeitj  bot  of  hl>  body  to  bli  creditor.  Hi ;  thie 
ll^t  of  the  eredltoT  to  take  the  bodj  la  eotnplctelj 
taken  out  of  hla  hende  In  regard  to  thoae  who  enUt, 
SSI  J  hea  en  M  putt  flmto  epenUon,  HI ;  thia  proTlelon 
neoMnrj  to  gnerd  egelnat  fraud,  H3 ;  peraona  enllNad 
proenie  themselTeetobeerTeateduDder  AcUtlonedebte, 
SSI;  wben  let  ant  OB  b*Il  and  the  oetnDieader  ettemptt 
to  take  him  he  la  rceoned  on  e  hainat  corjmt,  end 
eouta  daolde  the  men  to  ha  the  pnipertT-  of  hit  ball, 
BSl;  motion  lo  itrlhe  ont  loat,  HI;  third  leclkn  en- 
ooortge*  the  nneu;  bo;  to  thiow  olT  patentil  hIIkiiI- 
tr  01  to  dtlrand  *  maitn,  Ita  tandnnii;  la  to  Tlolete  pnb- 
id  the  aplrlt  of  the  i 


pDdUa  ec 


nr,Hl;l< 


■a  Immonl,  SSI;  other  objeotloni,  H8;  mlno 
elghteaa  allowed  to  enlUt,5BS;  joagelnio  tl 
ihop  end  tha  peranVi  dwelling  and  entloe  ewej  the  tp- 
prantloe  end  tha  nUld,  H3 ;  thlt  Tcrj'  popoUtlon  con- 
ititntee  the  itrength  end  vigor  of  war,  SBfl ;  whet  wet 
the  fKt  In  Fnnce,  H9 ;  ber  tnoj  >a  made  Dp  of  jonng 

children  aged  perenti,  lg  ta  maoh  entitled  lo  eympalhf , 
ESS;  better  reeort  (o  tlherel  bonntlta  endwagaa  than 
Ticdete  Importent  prlnelplee,  HI ;  (he  exIenilTeDUe  of 
the  rtletloB  of  matter  and  eppientioe,  H4;  can  thee* 
releUona  dlHolTB  onder  the  aherm  of  thta  bill,  H4 ;  ne- 
eeiallr  ia  alleged,  ESt;  bewen  how  fon  flald  to  thla 
anded  ii«>et(|[)',H4;  thi*  laotlon  will  be  prodnetlTa 
of  mneh  eill  end  perbqie  Utile  good,  6S1;  rcaton  to 
doDbl  lleeoiBtl(ntloBaUt7,  SB4;  amendmenli  n^>tlTed 
Mid  but  ordered  to  third  reeding,  U4;  the  etmltr  of 
the  principle  and  the  megnitudt  of  the  aill  oontelned 
In  Ihlt  blll,HS;  thltd  tecUon  la  oaleoleted  to  tedoea 
minora  from  their  mettert,  goerdlane,  end  parent^  OSS , 
tlia  ■btnnlltf  of  thlt  proTMoB— Iti  iBeqaallt^— Id  Im- 
morelltr  oonaJdered,  SSfi,  Kt ;  Blitaao  wai  the  age  ailed 

gnt,  t  child  leHlng  hla  perenti  to  delbnd  Ui  ooDhtrr, 
or  a  perent  torn  from  Ui  &inUj  to  dcbnd  a  tbretgn 
power,  ua;  the  ctaergei  agelnal  thla  bill  ere  a  libel  on 
tha  Hooae,  H8  ;  alnoloiia  prlDdpla  !  let  gentlemen 
damn  the  menorr  of  (ha  patrlota  of  the  itiolutlon  who 
orlglneled  thla  principle.  HS;  If  there  la  an  Uenaaa  of 
population,  there  appeara  to  be  a  delerloretlon  of  p^ 
trloUam  ilnee  (he  reiolnUon,  CSS ;  whet  «u  the  lew  In 
ITM,  ua ;  the  power  to  enllal  nlnon  b  e  new  prtnolpl^ 
S68;  third  teotion  *t»iw<ii*j_  figg .  neeon  for  the  prafbr- 
enee  of  fonng  men,  SBft ;  Hove  new  prepeied  to  lek# 
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T  be«n  Hriooilj'  n 


te  pntandtd 


nattt  of  ths  n 
t^  our  OoTBmn 
of  thii  mj  T  flS8  ^  UiB  pntciwe  wh  Io  UkB  or  ntlu 
n«tn  Cuxli,  Oa ;  tlu  tffHt  or  tUa  blU  li  to  plK 
Uw  dlapoul  of  the  Eucatln  u  umj  oT  lUtj' 
tbDuud  meo,  OS ;  the  porpoH  ftr  whldH  thau  mu 
deDusdvdUtbAlDTUloiKiJOuiula,  W8;  kithaoonq 
of  OftnwU  u  olJBct  deaLnblo  Ld  lOeU,  or  ■dTAliUgooai 
bf  Lti  eSKt  LnpTOmoLiiif  uiBftrl^ftbdfai>ni>rvbl« 
MS ;  «(<,  «S ;  tha  InlentloH  of  tba  Anwricu  C^lnet 
thu  DngDiTociillT  iTovtd,  098 ;  uiloni  Uut  no  doubt 
■bonld  (ilatoii  Ibla  antject,  SIS;  i 


1  nepiIliiCJon  i>  til 


^  thkt  It  wu  Lmpouibla,  van  that  Cliej  iHTar 
into  eonalderitioD  tbo  coDUectlon  of  thosa  oTonta  vltb 
the  than  pcndlag  sleetlan  of'cUaf  Uaglalnta,  ttl;  (ho 
InraaloD  cpf  Canada  conddarod  aa  a  moana  of  oairjlng  on 
th«  ■nbelatln;  war^a  maau  of  ohtalnlng  an  earif  and 
honorable  peao«.  and  a  mcuia  of  idTuidtig  Iho  pciaonaL 
and  local  pra]octi  of  ambition  of  Iba  mombera  of  the 

M17  conntTj  woiaa  than  thto  iR  point  of  monl  princi- 
ple, dnoa  tha  Innalon  of  the  Baecueen,  or  of  CapL 
Ktdd,  tat;  ther  had  Us  kopa  of  plonder,  hara  thora 
lb  not  eren  tba  pooi  refta^  of  enpldltT*,  0SS ;  tha  dlA- 
gncs  of  onr  anna  on  ths  frontier  It  teneitrU]  ^017 
oonpared  with  Ibe  dl^nu*  of  tha  attempt,  182;  thlt 
nattonlatba  Uat  which  ongbt  to  admit  tha  deaign  of 
fin^gn  eonqneat,  M2 ; -mnltltudaa  who  approro  of  tha 

of  New  England  IwTa 

at  of  iBTigloii,  tH ;  the 
Amoilflan  Cabinet  nndenlood  thla,  684;  the  project  of 
Ihia  bill  U  to  pDt  rartbat  off  the  chanoa  of  amicable  ai- 
ruigement,  084 ;  the  preODlit  men  were  r^aad  to  power 
br  element*  oomtllnted  of  Brltlah  pnJadloMandBrlt- 
tah  utlpathiaa,  «S4 ;  aach  men  will  nerer  permit  a  auU 

638;  the  Cabinet  haa  been  carafnl  to  proecda  negoUa- 

slnae  tha  nfnaal  to  renew  the  TrealT  of  tIM,  038 ;  tbe 
ExecntlTe  power  paoaad  Into  new  baoda,  nndcr  tha  old 
Infloencaa  and  prlnolplea  of  the  fbrmer  AdmUtletntloli, 
•SB;  the  whole  Wage  uf  the  reUUon*  indnoed  botwean 
thla  eooDtrr  and  Or«t  Britain  wai  a  Blending  appeal  to 
tte  Ifn  of  Omat  Britain,  888 ;  wbat  1>  the  truth  In  re- 
lation to  tba  rrpaal  of  tha  Beriln  and  hillan  decteeit 
888;  wereererabodrofmenHabindoBodlnlhahDnr 
of  need  as  the  American  Cabinet  bf  Bonaparte  t  8S6; 
lewnis  fbi  referring  In  this  SBbJeot,  888;  lUnitnttlam 
of  whst  Is  doing  and  Intended  at  present.  «37;  the  Inri- 
tatloDs  to  onion  wblcb  baie  been  to  obtmalTeIr  nrged, 
888;  the  II betif  of  debate  prostitntod  In  dlisamlnaling 


bad  been  declared  prematnrely  and  1 
ration,  688;  It  baa  bttu  laid  that  tha 


llhoa 


of  tbe  war  1>  ohingad,  840;  wha 
ridared  as  tbe  cause  of  war,  841 ; 
the  points  of  dllTertno*  between 


btUi  wb  hsTo  < 


rfbr*". 


It  poisis  oenoeded  to  the 
•overfnl  Is  the  otjectlon  to 


•s  been  the  t 


»  tbe  deoluatjon 
tjona  vlth  the  belllgerenti  hsie  etaantltUf  ohuged 
idnaa  war  was  daelared,  84fi;  Kepoleon  has  Inveigled  ua 
Into  a  war.  etS:  wh;  WH  tha  addenoa  ofa  repeal  of  tba 
daoteea  withheld,  848 ;  baUeilog  the  Frenoh  decraa  re- 
pealed, we  departed  from  our  nantrml  stand,  b^  eolbr- 
clng  the  Don-lntanwnne  law  against  Great  Britain,  MT; 
thepromlnent  eanaeaof  the  waraicamlDed,848;  whether 
this  bill  Is  right  or  wrong  depends  npon  dnui 


nenli  of  the  war  to 
KIB;  not  tba  most  soltabla  messDre  to  be  aelectad  bj 
Xba  opposition,  npon  which  10  show  their  retlslsnce, 
8SS ;  a  Tlew  of  the  pest,  of  different  parllaa  wbleh  have 
at  Tirions  times  appeared,  and  the  mannor  bj  which  we 
hara  been  drlTen  from  >  peaceful  postnre.  884;  tha 
CDuras  of  tha  opposltlun  In  impeding  tbe  OaTemment 
fbr  tha  last  twelre  70111  has  been  nneiampled  in  tal>li>- 
r7,(H;  gentlemen  seem  lo  brget  that  the/ stand  db 
American  BaU.8IIC;  a  plot  for  tha  dlamembetiiient  of  the 
Union.  888;  caoie  of  tbe  declaration  of  war,  eU;  it  Is 
■aid  franco  Inieiglad  na  Into  lbs  war,  888;  the  war 
migbt  hsTe  been  declared  CTen  If  tbe  Ordera  In  Conncll 
liad  bean  repealed  aarllar.  eST ;  it  Is  aild  Qreit  Brllaln 
has  iIUMji  baen  wiUing  lo  make  ■  Hlis&clory  arrange. 

which  ailgtsd  fbr  dsolaring  the  war  has  been  remuTad  ; 

Whatla  tha  obJaM  of  this  Tsit  mlUtarj  tDrcaf  880: 
ntnepect  of  the  last  eight  feara,  to  show  bow  mach 
gsntltmen  have  baen  miitakeo  and  dlaappolnted  In  their 

menla  bat  been  too  blghl;  eolorad:,  888;  In  thataeetlon 
(tf  tho  Union  wheiv  two-thlrda  of  the  teaman  oome 
from,  tbara  is  an  overwhelming  opinion  agtlnet  the  war, 
888;  the  contnTerar  Menu  brougbt  to  a  aingla  point, 
888 ;  It  is  enppooed  this  Is  tba  aupldoos  moment  to  M- 
asrt  our  righti,  884;  the  opinion!  of  the  m^Joritr  hsTe 
undergone  a  ttringa  rcrolatlon,  884  ;  tha  oonqnest  of 
the  British  proTlneea  doDlitfal,888;  pbrslaal  and  monl 

tlansDnthebiUilse1C8M;  none  can  donj  tlupioprletf 
of  defending  tba  Donntrj,  888 ;  objeotlons  to  ths  fanbor 
proseentlon  of  the  war  examined,  881;  oObtlMlatT  of 
opinloni  mtpMtliig  CuiBda,  68S ;  none  but  cevsrda  cal- 
enlate  on  the  eowanllee  of  their  foe.  888 ;  tbe  war  was 


eonunencemont  and  eilgt  aon,  S8«;  the  elslm  on  tha 
part  of  Britain  relattTe  lo  eeunen,  810;  this  claim  ex- 
amined, no.  BI1,  SIS,  GTS;  the  points  made  in  debata, 
imprasenient,  tbo  right  is  oipatrlato,  the  rigbt  to  nat- 
omllie,  and  French  lollueDce,  8111;  a  dittinsllon  been 
drawn  thronghoul  tbhi  debate  between  the  rlghU  of  a 
man  who  cnltiiMae  the  soil,  snd  one  who  Ibllowa  tha 
•eaa,  879;  nerj  attampt  to  Kttle  the  qaetUon  of  im- 
prMBatent  for  Iwent;  foan  hat  QOIed,  818;  It  It  said 
that  tC  it  tha  abuse  of  ImprMimant  of  whioh  weoom- 


,.  Google 


pUED,  Old ;  PorcBplu  ttff^  fl> ;  ■0  nfng  that  w( 
oB^t  (all|^tforth(i(fhUif  aaraonia,  whr  bM*U 
JgiB  bHIt  ud  hud  to  do  Mt,  tT> ;  tU>  bag  tnan  m  hhW 

bu  lolH  vroof,  4TS;  bUl  ordend  to  b«  cflp^sad,  fit. 
QoHdoii  on  tha  puH((  of  ths  bUl,  CT* ;  Ih*  um  J  hw 
beaa  repnaaatcpd  al  daofvrqiia  tg  tba  UberUva  of  iht 
«0«iiti7,  070 ;  what  hare  bven  tha  pnfHaltkma  barely 
ftca  mada  bj  our  GoTenuiieiil  (o  Qraat  ~  ' 
«4Bittbl<!  aa  Ih ./  van  aU  wan  r^aetad,  f 
BrttJtb  aMBiaB  ablatned  bf  Lmpnaamtnl  a  Du^tr  af 
Amaiicaiu  bara  bwD  Biads  TieUua,  HO;  tba  cbaiiga  of 
AdmLnldtraLliiB  [a  Ibnuar  jaan^  ttl ;  abaraetfll  of 
two  eoDtaadliig  partial,  Ml ;  eoiing  of  tl»  atHMs 
part;.  «S1;  prvemUngi  oT  our  Oaiamunt,  KS,  1 
tba  Ontn  in  Council  euutltated  no  iBioiiiHHBtabli 
ebataela  to  oe^Uatlon  betweaa  thli  onntrjr  and  Qnat 
Brttaln,  OH;  It  ih<  PmldaDt  bad  mada  that  rapaa]  a 
baiW  of  nr^tlatloD,  arcrj  man  In  tba  eoontrj  would 
bare  ballad  blm  aa  tba  raalonr  al  peani,  (St ;  tbs  nltr 
of  Fiaaoa  bu  tanid  «ltb  oantampt  frsn  j onr  ncU- 
raatlona,  tH;  wbat  aloBomonl  baa  baen  made  (br  tbaaa 
tnndU  and  Iqjarln,  AM;  tha  Indian  mn  ob  Iba  fron- 
tier, (Mj  hii  thla  labjeet  baea  tnqalrod  Into,  Kt;  t 
void  OS  the  inltjKtaf  lnipcaaamenta,mj  Onal  Brit- 
ain ratber  tbao  aarrendar  tha  rlgbl  of 
OWB  teaman,  wUl  dbU  her  colon  lo  tb 
down  wltb  tbam.  tSS  1  Iblg  Ilea  Id  a  amaD 
wbat  wai  tba  oOtt 
8tlUahUUI*tr7r  SSS;  tbe  right  of 
aad  haa  been  acknovMfMl  bJ  all  BaUoDa,  «(;  tba 

sf  tha  Sawbarg  letten  to  oommaDd  joni  annj;  SM; 
ean  the  tim  conlempUtsd  ba  obuln«d ;  «UI  It  aocom- 
pUab  tha  end  propoaed,  and  wlU  It  be  an  economical 
Hhm  r  mo  I  the  groDnds  taken  b;  tha  opponent!  of  Ibli 
Ulleiaailled,8>l,<n;  what  li  tba  alfjaet  of  Chi)  de- 
btta,  dM;  to  thwart  tba  final  neoeaa  of  Uw  war,  tU; 
all  tba  ai^nnienta  of  tba  oppoatUoii  ban  baao  dltaded 
to  d«dt»jr  the  nnlon  and  nal  of  tba  people,  6U;  bnt 


IT  Garajninent  bj  the 


ir  oppone 


Id  to  anpport  It.  (M ;  bnt 


to  the  war,  to 


tlonof  the  war,  <M;  Itlagald  wa  aught  to  olhr  Eng- 
land nllable  rcgnlaClaiu  on  thli  anl^act  to  aaeon  to  her 
tliaiiaoarharBaain(n,na;  will  the  Intended  elhct  itf 
Uw  oppodtkn  ba  pnidacadi  NG;  grntlamaa  an  eoa- 
Jued  lo  brinf  tbli  debate  to  a  oloaa,  (M ;  the  aneecaa 
a^lnat  tha  Canadaa  donblfnl,  (H ;  morticing  to  aae  tha 
aondnet  of  the  enemr  Tlndlcitod  and  paUlatod,  «M ;  tbe 
terenl  bndi  of  dlacnnton  Introdoeed  In  tbla  debate 
CDUlderad,  a)T;  what  la  a  Jul  add  IiMatHiy  wart  dM; 
what  did  an  eloiat^  ttuaa  of  -^"~*"  and  eondnet 
tafBlre  aflhia  nation  whtnwaiwai  deeUredT  SM;  pop- 
nlar  opinion  waanottgalnat  thla var,  TOO;  Impraaament 
■lone  would  hnTo  nldsiatelf  prodnnd  war,  TOOj  all 

'  pnbllo  law,  It  It  Hid,  haa  denied  tba  right  of  aipaCrla- 
tlon,  TOl ;  bill  paatad,  TOL    Ah  Jndw,  T<di.  1, 1,  8. 

TUI,  DAtruL,  BaprcaestatlTa  (Mm  Haw  York,  4at,  STT. 


XWR,  Bmm,  BeprcaanCaliTe  from  UaaBaehnaetlt,  M, 
IM,  1S7,  SIB.  4H,  BiBj  inpporta  the  ratolaUoB  Itor  Im- 

Ckrtbagena,  H ;  oSSn  a  reaolntlon  relttlTO  to  petltlont 
retpeoUng  the  Pruldtntlal  elecUon  iD  UaoaehnaettB, 
IDS  J  on  a  Tota  of  approbation  oftbacandoct  oflba  Ei- 


eentlTe,Ur;aBlQn 

dn  to  duiUeagea  and  dnela,  H 

of  Ellxabath  Hamilton,  tU ;  on 

SM;  agalixt  tb.  admladon  of  MlaiWppl.  «» !  <•  W 

of  tbe  anoT,  Kt;  agalaat  eDconraceBcnt  t«  ^Itatma 

eap>ana,TM.    Stlmdia,t<i.t. 

aai.1,  UacnioT,  gaignut-at-Arraa  to  tba  " ,  r~ 

alsauM^  WiLLua,  kettar  lelaUn  to  tbe  e^teta  rf  te 

frigato  Java,  117. 
tMMt,  JoBB,  KapnaentaUte  Inm  Tlrgfada,  dl^  Stt;  m 


Bmti^au  CHUatfiSMa^dlTldeBdBoe 


*a<188;i^ 


A  AhmM.— Petition  vt  tba  Priddest  a^  Dbaetn 
fbrarenawtl  itf  thHr  dnitir,  MS ;  Un  to  iMfai^ 
the  anhaerlban  ccmaldared.  tH ;  DOTedloatilkeesltha 
flnt  eeetloii.  In  order  to  trr  the  [wliwlpla.  m ;  rea^M 


tba  elgbtbtacUeQ  of  the  fint  article,  MS;  I 
Han  at  aertajn  powen  eielodet  alt  otber 
enuDcr^ted,  Ihit  point  uimlnBd,  SfZ;  m 
affiled  to  axpraaa  gnnia  ot  powvr,  atrlctlj 
aoma  ortglnal  iBbalasUra  power,  MT;  tul^tel  < 
MT;  11  la  njd  C^ingiaa  can 


right  to  areata  a  bank  la  Ineidantal.  MB;  BeBKnra- 
r,«t;lhk 
objection  to 

ITO:  the  medlnm  of  BUto  tIwk^  tK;  tbe  ■>_■  bj 
which  the  oomatntlonal  powen  maj  be  csniad  lata 
ellSGt.  mar  rar;  If  the  powen  do  not,  170;  tbe  BMia* 
to  aErika  mt  gatt  to  tbe  entin  dntraetlon  of  Ite  bV. 
m ;  tba  niaftilnaa  of  tbe  preaent  bank  admitted,  ttl ; 
what  b  tbe  l««t«  of  tba  bank  In  thla  d^,  ITl ;  tbe  etB- 
dnet  of  tha  bank  baa  twn  hononbla,  liberal,  wid  linpa 
tlal,sn;!n« 


lihaaof  th 


boldan  : 


1  enjoyed  i ' 


>t,m;  It  Hi 


poaslble  to  derlH  an;  written  ajilei 

wMch  after  a  lapao  ot  time,  extenalt 

■ball  be  able  lo  ean;  II 

hcnM  tha  necod^  of  implied 

whence  do  J'od  get  the  right  to 

at  an  implied  power.  ITS ;  wa 

act  of  Inoorporallon  baa  tvt 

and  nntenable  ol^setlan,  K 

on  the  ejplndoB  ti  Its  obarter,  and  th 

oammnaltj  eonieqaent  span  It,  tTS;  i 

ipade  la  tbe  Unfted  Btatai,  ta;  eOeeH  vhleh  1^  ^ 

ioliitlon  of  the  bank  wlU  bare  an  the  nrenne  a^  biy 

collected  be  Bth  in  tbe  State  bankaf  ST4 ;  ttfeicaa  toar- 
poao  a  law  whleb  haa  b*an  In  ariatJU—  tweatj  7111^ 


ITS ;  II II  eoDld  In  ■hawu  Uiit 
tBfnm  tram  tk*  em- 
uUtnllon,  noaia  It  be  ccnrect 


qnUIUou 


HDrCDDr«(lenUDD,«T 


Atod  powtn,  neerrlD^  ill  unflnnniflritdd  to  «»  Suu 
OoT0riiiii0Dt«,  or  to  tbfl  people,  ITT ;  '^  t4  proTlde  ftir  thfl 
eommoa  ddknei  >nd  genenl  wetbn."  npUliwA,  ITT; 

Hied  to  Bipran  th«  nda  or  objeeta  fbr  vblflb  putloiilar 
grsDtt  of  povor  wfin  glTea,  STS;  InitHms  of  Uwrt^ 
tJonifromtbHBTiDinermtvd  pDWArsfliuDilned.  ST9;  «rae~ 
tlDnof1l8tit-lianHa.nB;eiiMam-hoiuaa,ITS;  tbiHtiro 
povcn  IndlgpirnBablf  e<DDKt«d  with  taA  lubAerrleDt  to 
partlenlu  CDnmenUd  pawen,  iTg ;  tIgfat-liaiiMa  iraong 
tbe  SHDmOfX.  necfltnrj,  ud  proper  meuia,  for  the  rogu- 
UUnn  of  tommeRC.  STI ;  b  tho  Incorpantloii  of  ■  buk 
of  thbchirKt«rrsn;  the  deiying  mennar  of  the  irgn- 
IDeutfl  AdTuee^  Id  Ikvor  of  thfi  renanl  of  th«  chulBr, 
buDcailoDed  tbl>  debate,  In  order  ta  (Tart  ths  pimga 
afinanJustilUblBlaK,  £80;  It  la  uld  Ihit  thl>  hu  been 
mide  a  pertj  qneitloD,  elthoqgh  the  tint  Uw  pneeed 
prior  to  [be  fDnnitlon  of  pirdu.taO;  eipluitloo,  £90; 
the  pointed  d!irer«De«  which  hu  been  made  beCwoen 
the  opInloDS  and  InetniotlDiu  of  Bteta  le^eUtnTo,  and 
(he  opInloDi  and  detilla  of  depDUUoni  from  Philadel- 
phia, ISO :  the  new  and  ancmutltnUoiul  reto  vblch  (hl> 
bill  eetabllahefl,  991 ;  the  TAgnnt  power  to  erect  a  bank 
after  baring  vandered  thntqghont  the  vholo  corutlta- 
ttoq,  hu  be«n  located  ob  that  proTlalen  *h1ch  anthor- 
Ixca  Con^reea  (o  lay  and  collect  tueo,  Ml ;  eiipiKiee  the 
aoutltntlon  had  been  illentaatoin  IndlTldnal  depart- 
ment of  thle  goTemmeDt,  ooold  fon  tinder  tfae  poirer  to 
lay  and  collect  tuea,  eaubllib  aJodJelaryt  Klj  what 
la  a  eorporatlon  inch  as  the  bill  cnntemplatea  t  t3E ;  the 
Btatea  hare  (he  eiclnslTe  power  lo  regnlate 


>3£:wl 


Is  bank  In 


colleeUon  of 


radabs  of  the  Trmenrj  Do- 
pertinent  maj  be  as  well  condncted  wlthoat  a  buk  u 
with  one,  iSS;  the  management  of  tbe  luded  eyetem, 
nS;  It  IsialdlhecongcraoUonglien  totheconiUtndon 
kae  been  acqnlesffld  In  bj  all  partlH,  !Sa ;  whan  gentle- 
men  attempt  to  csrrj  this  measare  on  the  f^und  of 
aeqidcaseoce,  da  they  fbisat  that  we  are  not  In  West- 
iDlntter  HiU  f  Kt  J  the  doctrine  irf  preeeitvnt*  applied 
to  the  Leglstatora,  le  fnu^t  with  the  most  mlschleToiu 

nor  boaul  hy  any  practice  under  It  to  renew  the  charter 


i>f  thai 


.;  all  p 


inild- 


e,  by  whom  la  It  wielded  T  i 
I>nke  of  Northumberland  Is  laid  to  be  the  most 
erable  atockholder  In  the  bank.  K3 ;  the  principle  hei 
iBToUed  Is  moat  ImporUnl;  It  la  no  len  than  whelhi 
we  elisll  inrrender  to  the  Btale  OoTemmenta  the  powi 
of  oolloctlng  oar  revenno,  and  rely  npon  the  old  ajttei 
of  rcqnlilUons,  189 ;  the  bank  haa  anawered  the  nun 
BBUgnliie  eipecUtlona  of  Its  anthora,  1S5;  we  are  n 
qnlred  to  discard  the  leesona  of  txparlence,  to  try  aoic 
new  scheme,  !S&;  we  are  to  mln  many  Innocent  an 
DBoffCndlng  IndMdoala,  and  derange  the  flnanocB,  an 


BUtae,  and  Ib^  people  of  the  United  Btates,>8a;  Itlaa 
eontaat  between  the  Mends  and  enemies  of  Uw  Mu*l 
CosMltatlon  nrlTed,  Wt;  If  v*  jIaU  to  the  Btatia  the 


antborlty  to  pasa  t 
have  arisen  from  la 


I;  ttleaald  IhstdebaUla 


Fans  to  cpFTy  Ite  powcTS  Into  effect, 
adtotlon  was  fl-amed  with  ample  ^ 
laws  necessary  and  proper  Ibr  th* 
jeets,  KT;  erroneona  Impreaaloiu 
ranee  of  Ihets  relatlre  to  the  prae- 
Dr(heROTemment,S8T;  tbe  power 
t  derliod  by  Impliatlon,  KI ;  Ihs 
o  the  new  GoTemment  In  eiprtM 


ends  for  which  Hwas  lostllnled.  1ST;  the  question  of 
eoDstltntlonality  depends  open  (kcta  dehora  the  liutni- 
mebt,  t«T;  If  II  be  a  Ihct  that  a  bank  la  neceuary  and 
proper  to  elfcfitnale  the  legitimate  powera  of  goTem- 
ment,  then  our  pawor  le  eipraM,  and  we  need  not  resort 
to  ImplladoB,  KI ;  endeavor  to  prore  this  lo  be  a  bot, 
ni;  the  erection  of  a  bank  by  the  Congress  of  1781, 
KT;  ths  opinion  of  General  Hamlltoa,  K8;  chancier 
of  the  CongTcaa  of  ITBI  slated,  XSS;  anthorlty  ofTash- 
Ington,  t88;  the  ciy  la.  "down  with  the  bank,  houah 
Ibr  tbe  party  I"  ISS ;  sound  Interprendun  of  the  words 


Bute  buks  w 
eeaslty,  !3>;  i 


argumi 


the  prebahlllty  th 
m  admission  of  the  m 


!th* 


lallty  between  a  bank  and  the  ool 
lection  ot  onrreieDoe.iaO;  the  repeated  aanctionathr 
hank  haa  recelred  from  dllfcrent  Admlnlstntlons  b 
strangely  accoonted  fbr,  t»;  whence  was  derived  • 

tlon,  m ;  twelfth  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  eon- 
stIlDtlon  coesldered,  IN;  It  is  Dot  preteidad  that  our 
flBCal  coneema  conid  be  managed  with  gold  and  BllTer, 
!M ;  If  the  bank  la  remoTcd,  the  Becretsry  of  the  Traas- 
nrymnst  natlonallie  the  bank  paper  of  tbe  great  Ini- 
portlng  States,  991 ;  charges  of  British  Inflnenoe,  Wl ; 
.mbsrrassmcnts  nt  Philadelphia.  It  [s  nld,  co 


Id  by  the  1 


nek  J.  I  w, 


only  thine,  Ni ;  former  course  of  proceeding  In  regard 
to  the  principle  ofa  bin  and  lU  deUlla,  in ;  (he  coona 
of  the  press  on  this  anbjeet,  ttt;  It  Is  aald,  that  thia 
qnesUon  la  dlseussed  oh  party  grooade,  SOS ;  a  view  of 

cat  has  been  admitted  ai  a  director  of  this  InstltaUon, 
except  In  New  York,  »4:  petty  mlKhleiooa  IntHgaa 
lor  canylBg  meaanres  thjoogh  Congress.  204 ;  for  what 
do  merchants  form  a  part  of  the  bank  depntlest £0t; 

charter!  »4;  there  Is  scarcely  an  evil  which  haa  not 

with  as  little  Jnstlce  attributed  to-  the  non-renewal  of 
the  charter  of  the  bank,  «M ;  if  not  renewed,  dlfflenlt  la 
obtain  loans.  It  Is  said,  SOA;  Instructions  to  SenatOfa, 
their  force  discussed.  tM ;  a  Btale  baa  not  a  moral  right 

I^glahitnrf.nortbeLeglslalnrsto  the  Senator,  ai«;  the 
primary  ideation  Is,  whether  the  Oeneinl  OoTemment 
when  It  ilrst  csme  into  operation,  did  not  poasenlhe 
power  of  creating  a  National  Bank,  SO«i  to  anawer  Ihl^ 
let  na  Inqolre  whether  there  was  any  posilbUlty  of  car 
rylBg  Into  effMt,  with  auf  tolsraUa  « 


nGoogIc 


nGoogle 


mtte,KO;  puMga  of  Uw  bUl  U  O* 
KU    &■  AdOD,  TC^  I,  t  >. 

Bamknt])*  AtiL—Set  Indtm,  toL  t. 

B^as,  Satis,  BspmolsUTa  f 

1BT,Slak«M,l)n.    «M7<td*^T0litl,g. 

BABim,  Joura,  ScpiwDlillTi 


lou  HUMS,  !M.  SU;  In  brar  of  ■  unl  MaUUHuUDt, 
COS;  BB  «ti«oiiTiwsin«at  to  pilntw  otptiu^TW;  on 
pr1nt4or  p«iiloD«»  701    ^h  Jndcs,  tdK  S, 
ottiira  a(  Sm  OrI«aiH.— In  BoikIs,  manusiil  of  Sdmid 
LlTlBgitaii,  prM«Dtad  ui  ntttrwl,  lis. 

A  M«  JTsuH^Saolatlon  to  nfkr  tlu  n^oet  of  tlUa  to 
Um  AtbKDij  Oanenl  Air  Um  to  oollHt  tatJtnoDr,  ins., 
1«;  thu  tni<  ooniH  Ei  to  gin  tba  putlM  tli*  ri«htof  ip- 
ped  (Mm  th«  Orlcui  oosit  Is  Bipronia  Court  of  tht 
UBlt*dBliI«,I4S;imiHirIut  Isw  polnli  InTolrod,  1«S; 
tlB  tattaie  olalmed  !•  la  tbo  bod  of  tiM  IlTcr,  14S ;  wtut 
ooold  thfl  AttuTDOj  Oonenl  do  In  tho  oh  I  MB ;  vbU 
InflaoDoo  WH  lili  opinion  to  hiT* )  148;  Impoaribl*  to 
■00  boir  ma  IndlvIdOMj  hovlng  ptoporty.  In  wfalob  b*  ith 
pnt  tn  puHHioB  la  IBIM,  bj  >  Jodlnlil  dKlalon,  «nld 
bo  dltpoMMod  of  It  In  laOT,  1<9 ;  thla  boUnto  ncror  no 

(OHloii  of  tha  Uoltod  BUtM.  I4> ;  lothlng  bow  to  tvtm 
■  (Direct  to  lbs  held  of  ft  deputnitnt,  VH  \  t,  oopMIId- 
Houl  dJniiiatr  In  the  OBO.  Itt ;  bH  Congr««s  t^  power 
todHldothaTtUdltfof  ttilicUnIl(t;huCoiignHi 
rigbt  In  ordtr  to  datsnnln  Ibe  title  to  btnded  property, 
to  refcr  It  to  ujr  triboul  vhUaTOr  T  14S ;  mdnlttliig  mil 
tbU  to  b«  tno,  It  dote  not  applj  to  tbe  pneont  oue, 
IM ;  the  qoMtlon  Ii  wbtthat  It  It  poblle  prapertr  or 
not,  14S ;  qncttton  ezunlned  vn  the  ground  of  tbe  rigbt 
of  (be  dUun.ua;  If  idtlun  It  pnt  In  poieeielon  of 
pnsportjby  edeeioeof  eoovrt,  tod  ■ftfrwardt  dltpo*- 
■ettad  bj  mllitUT  power,  wbFn  thoold  be  eoma  If  not 
to  tbit  HoDM  to  dalm  radreiel  ISO;  tbia  elilm  afacKild 
Bonr  be  oooftiundad  wltb  Ibo  TaiM  cUIdk  IDD:  Ibe 


not  srrioit  tbe  low  Into  etlKt,  IM ;  the  Mt  of  ISO! 
eontaliu  two  elaoaaa  bearing  on  tbe  tablest,  IDS :  If  there 
baa  been  anj  Tioltdon  of  right  It  vaa  In  tbe  poMag*  of 
Ibelawnnder  whieb  the  Frealdrat  acted. IH;  reaolD- 
tlona  oSHed  la  tbe  Honas,  Mlj  laid  on  tbe  t^4e,in; 
bill  to  proTida  maat  to  aaeertain  tbe  Ulla  ooulderod, 


the  Preatdent  to  tafca  poaHaafoB  of  tbe  eonntr] 
(be  Perdldo,  IIS;  igilDM  tbe  dodantlvn  of 
«W  /«*««■  TnU.  S,  8. 
B»Tun,  WiLLtui,  BtpreacntitlTe 
Bibb,  Oboboi  M..  aenitor  from  Kpntnokr,  UM,  GTa 
BIM,  WiLUAK  W.,  SepreaentatlTe  from  OoorglB,  M,  VO, 
lW,Bl\4Kkfin;  OB  Ibo  ordlBanseof  ITSI,  «1;  en  tha 
otdliwnoaof  l'ST,M;  on  Ibe  bill  retatlTe  to  batlore  at 


EX. JSl 

Heir  OTlewu,iWi  <n  tbt  admlBbn  of  tbe  tanttor)'  of 

Orlaant  It  a SUIe, StO. Ki ;  on  Indian  affliln,4n;  on 

the  Britlib  iBtrlenei,  BU,  E18 ;  tpUDit  the  renewal  of 

Whltn<7'«  patent  right,  SOS;  on  war  taio,  IUl    5at 

/iNfaK,  vol  & 
BiDWBU,BAUAn[n.dS7;  AeCt,tf7.    St  Indtm,  ttiLi. 
BianLov,  AiiijiH,  lieprnenlallTe 

dSi,  BTTj  Bgalnal  the  adnUadf 

oommerclol  iBteroonne  with  Fraooa  and  Otoat  Britain, 

«S9;  onlmp<ialngaddJtl>mildut](e,e88. 
BOl  U>  pmtKl  ofrMa  of  prlTilegei  en]<9ed  bf  Ibrelgn  mlB. 

Ialiin,in. 
Bmimoon,  Wiluax,  BoprtMntitln  from  North  CMo> 

llna,W.«^KT.    5aa  Ails,  toL  S. 

RepieuntatiTa  ftom  Ntw  HainpaUra, 

ISi,  IBT,  Sid ;  agalBat  tbe  ftdoilaBlon  of  UlMtalppl,  81) ; 

00  oOBunenlid  InlerocHuia  wltb  Frinoa  ud  Oreat  Brtt- 

Drk,aa.    Su 

[oaaaonelao. 

tlon  Ju  Speaker  two  blank  boUotaiiere  aiit,abaU  the^ 
be  oouited  T  t(E ;  bluk  pleai  of  paper  cannot  be  eoa- 
tidered  aa  *ot*t,12B;  lB<tu«,tlM  oleclloa  Sir  Pru- 
dent In  ISOI,  IK;  la  there  to  be  a  Speaker  vltbont  an 
•lecUOQ  I  lU ;  the  eommlllee  nport  that  no  eandldit* 
baa  a  m^orltr,  lU ;  the  Bpoiker  ma;  booome  Preddant 
and  pndde  OTtr  tha  dettlnlet  of  the  bMIob,  UB;  no 
aulusr  wltb  Ibe  PioldeBtltl  election,  IS;  utabliah 
ancb  a  preeedent,  and  It  maj  pot  an  ead  to  thla  ^orer^ 
rnaBI,  ftmnded  on  tbo  principle  that  tbe  DHjorilf  ahaU 
goTem,  va  \  motion  for  a  new  ballot  earrled,  lU. 

Blbbcub,  liAuiAXCEa,  BflprceflBtatlfe  (torn  New  York, 
tt^fiTT;  OB  Impoting  additional  dutlea,IMO,'  ^palaattha 
embargo  bill,  KO ;  on  tbo  ot^oeta  of  the  war.  44t. 

Blour,  TnoKAt,  Btpreaontatlre  from  Mortb  CamllBB,  it, 
m.    Sttlndta, 


BooHB,  Dahiil,  petition  oC  TDI. 

BoIP.  Avui,  BeproeBBteUie  from  Mew  )eno7,  M,  IM,  IST. 
BID,  «H  bn  1  on  tbe  battnre  at  New  Oriant.  U» ;  aap- 
porta  petition  of  EUabeUi  Uamlltan,  119;  on  the  ro- 
doetlan  of  tbe  nav.  tU ;  on  foreign  relaUena,  dW;  on 
the  Ull  UflBg  an  embarso,  bM,  MS ;  on  an  addUbmel 
nlUtarr  I^iob,  W-    Sf  Indta,  toL  8. 

BOTU,  Jobh.  Kepreaentadva  IWnn  Kontnckj,  M.  At  A- 
dta,  ToL  S. 

BunLiT,  BnrB0  R^  Beaator  (Tom  Vermont,!,  111^  IM^ 
K0.1IH),SIt;  appolBtcd  P[«>ldent7rol(Bt.<tf  IIh  Ban- 
■ta,M;aBareeB«tafCoogn]aa,dl«.  £m Atfs^ roll.  1, 
%*■ 

BrtaA  nf  PHratgt.-Vitifon  of  committee  relatlro  to  tht 
letter  If  L  A.  Cola*,  S»h    £u  7iHba.  toL  *. 

BaioKaitBuiaB,  Juun,  KeprMeatatlTa  tram  Vitgllita,  IH, 
J3T,  wa,  «*,  67*. 

Bbbiit,  BioaaiB,  BuMor  trwa  VliglBlB,  a,lie.lM,lM, 
MO,  BID :  <»  t  Bank  of  the  United  Statat.  Wh 

BHbiiy.-auIndtK,iA.  1. 

JHffoiHar  fftMroU  oddlKOMj:— In  Ibe  BoBta  lb*  bOl  M 
(BtboflM  Iho  Ptteldent  to  qipolnl  addlUoBal  brigadier 
geoeraUeoBriderediBM;  If  thaaa  oOean  are  Intended 


re  feaeralt  ftir  tbe  regnlart,  Wl ;  If 
imeat  will  bi  u  bad  aa  thai  of 
'OTolntloB.IHL 


Sn ;  OB  rnlc*  and  ordera  of  the  IIooM^  411 ;  bb  bnpoaiac 


i,L.ooglc 
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■01  do  not  conUlD  tb>  luult  ImpntMl  b 

Umlt  •uumed,  S0>;   wbU  wan  tli 

upon  whlsh Ui» KJw  JoiUfled  UadkiTonll  S0»;  tha 

-not  of  utbirlljr  In  Ur.  EtiklB*  urigMd  u  lh<  k1* 

fiDind,  110 ;   Isttsn  fuilliar  cumliifd,  no ;  Ux  luult 

Hplnlud  iwiVi  I'd  i  iHoliiHaa  paawd.  nL 

fiiovif,  Jamib,  SfiutoT  troui  T-«iii*i*i*»^  5T8L 

Burn,  loan,  BaprMutitlvii  horn  Uujlud,  IM,  IBS. 

Bcovii,  OiiDUH.  (iMttd  ChiplilD  of  th<  Houi^n. 

BBOwa,  Ro»R.  BeiirHEntiitln  Irani  P<BUrlmda,  W,  IM, 
iei,8l9,<M,i;7.    SMliuHm,T6\».i.». 

BvminLL,  WiLUAii  A^  BapnHDUUTe  tmm  TIt(1d[i,  M, 
11M«I,Sie,4M,Wt;  aiiuiiitnHialiiii,10S:OB  par- 
mltting  Bwedlfli  ud  Ponii|[ii*K  thhIi  ta  load,  UT  ;  ob 

/the  pttiUOB  ftir  k  dlTUlOB  or  th*  HIidMlppI  Ttnltaej, 
141 ;  OB  ths  BiUon  >t  Nav  OrkiBi,  liSj  ob  npn- 
IntaiwDiK  irith  GraM  BriUla  u4  Fiue*,  IK;  ob 
t»d*  to  UiB  BklCli,  aoB;  oppKHSthapoiqionacuBtDfttia 
nBolBtloD  rsUtlTa  Is  tlw  ■ppoItlonmaDt  of  nprnenta- 
tton,  IM;  on  tha  Bank  of  tha  TlBltod  StitM,  mS;  od 
printaei  pnulona,  lOL  See  iiuteB,  wL  EL 
Bdtub,  Wnuu,  BapnacnUtlT*  from  BanthCue1lBi,1ST; 
■uks  ■  report  on  the  ooodoot  of  Oananl  Wllkluon, 


CtiMOBH,  JouK  G,  BopmentatlTa  ftvin  Bona  CaroIlBt, 
419,  SIT  1  on  fDnlgB  nliUou,  MT ;  on  th*  cue  of  Ha- 
tbaaiat  KoDnaiTall.  BU:  on  mode  of  ntlef  of  CaiwxM, 
set;  m»keaarBpartonn)nlgnn1aIlaB>,tlM;  praaanti 
*  bUl  dSDlarlnK  war  agalut  Oraal  Britidn,  U«  i  on  an 
additional  mllltarj  Einie,  IWtL 

Cliao(nf,J(iBirM,Bapre*«rtatJVB  ftsm  9mtb  Caroltna,  St, 
USklSI.SlB.    AaAxlasToLa. 

CuirBai.1,  AiMXurBMt,  Senator  fram  Ohio,  111,  iK,  400. 

OuiMBU,  OuneB  W  ,  B^nMBtatlT*  (ram  Tenneaaee,  M ; 
on  iDbmlialon  to  the  late  edloti  of  En^^and  and  rnuioe, 
48 ;  Bgilut  uninilineDta  of  Ui«  Senate  requliing  an  Im- 
madlata  annlng;,  Ail,  of  pnblla  Taiaali,  lit ;  on  an  extra 
MMl0B,lM;  8enataifNmTenn^a,4(KI.Mt;onaro- 
C*M0fCDngTeiB,411.     «H  fiidw,  TOL  & 

OuimLi,  Joan,  BaprHantatlTa  tnun  Maijland,  8T,  lU, 
IBI.SSa    5m /luf eiB,  Toli.  9  ud  >. 

Cut,  FiAnaia.  Bepnientatli'e  (Tom  Idaaaaehuatta,  ETT. 

Ctaraaufl.  Stt^f  of. — In  the  Honia,  resolntton  to  aathoilia 
the  Preeldent  U>p»anrs  and  wnd  flonr  (Or  the  Inhabit- 
ant! arCaraeoai,SBl:  better  to  anapand  Iha  reatrlaUva 
ijilem  •■  lo  UiemtSS!!;  wh;  ahonld  partj  fMUnga  enter 
Into  thia  propoalUoB  T  ASS ;  the  amendment  propoaad 
nonld  TlrtanJlj  repFil  tha  aultiia,  DN;  so  neceiall/ 
toau^taod  tha  embargo,  Att;  other  amaadDientaolXnad, 


CsuBinuiB,  Jons  O, 

•hire,  IM,  ISt,  SIl 
OauuBauH,  Wiluu,  BepreuntallTa  ftom  Tarmost,  11^ 

lST,Sie.    &«Ad<o^nL8. 
OKasnoK,  BrAFBBOiHTDm.  KeprtaantatlTa  from  Canaestl- 

snt,  Bt,  1H,  IBI,  SIB,  4M,  ETT.    &• />u(«,  toL  8. 
Cuxruv,  CBBBTCmn,  Beutor  from  Sbode  liland,  111^ 

m    ,8aa /•Htao^  ToL  1. 
Cmadvoit,  lai^o,  letten  to  th*  Beeretarj  of  the  Kbtj,  till, 


additional  mllltarr  (bre^  MT;  on  enoooncemaat  t* 
prlntsei  eaptana,  T0<;  reporta  ■  bill  to  aBthoilia  th« 
iarae  of  TrsMnrj  notia,  TOt ;  on  war  taiaa,  TU. 

CairnKinn,  ICabtik,  BeprtaentatlT*  frvm  TennOft^  t^ 
1H,1SI,  Sl<,4H,an.    ,SH /wise,  ToL  S. 

CLUKioa'a  Hlitoij  of  HlaTerj  presented  to  Congnan,  lit. 

CLaf  HlHal,  Senator  from  Kantngk/,  ITT,  Ml ;  ga  th*  Mil 
nlatlTB  to  non-lBtar«onns  with  Franea  and  Qreat  Brit- 
ain, 117 ;  preaente  peHHon  of  XUiba  Wlnten  far  rewind, 
it,  tuiing  th*  death  of  tha  UliaMppI  BIt*f  Pint*, 
U«:  glToa  noths*  of  aaklng  leaT*  ta  Mug  In  a  bUl 
npp1eiDeut*i7  to  th*  aot  ralatiTa  to  tha  pooUraiant 
of  eartaln  erlmea,  ISA;  on  the  oaonpatlaB  of  Florida, 
Ml ;  OD  jBiviFOTatiiig  a  Bank  of  the  United  Btataa,  XTt; 
reporta  against  extending  the  oharter  of  th*  old  bank, 
111;  rrportaaWU  to  enable  tha  Preatdant  to  Ink*  p«- 
aeadonortheeonnbTeaat  ofthaP«idldo,SlS;  Bapr» 
arBlatira  flom  KantoekT,  4MI,  SIT ;  eleotad  Spukar,  flnt 


an  amandmant  ta  th*  bill  to  onabla  th*  peopU  tf  Hli- 
siailpid  to  )bnn  a  State  OoTemment,  1)30 ;  on  the  llmlto 
of  Loolilana,  ABS ;  InthTorDfthabUlUTlDgaiiemb*!^ 
AlAi  on  an  additional  mllltarj  fOroc,  SIS;  agalnat  en- 
oooragimeBt  t«  privalur  cBptoFt*,  TOS;  Mknowledgat 
TotasflhankiofthaHonaa,n>.    A* /wlaa^  toL  R. 

Ulat,  If  xnanr,  EepreaaBlatlie  ftwn  Virginia,  ST,  lU^  ISI, 
SlA.  414,  on ;  on  an  sddlUeul  mUltaij  tacae,  Kl.  Sl4 
Jndta,  TDK.  1,  S. 

CunToii,  Dbwitt.  Totad  Ibr  aa  PnildaBt,  In  ISIS,  BI4. 

CunoN,  OBOBan,  Tin*  PraaidaBt.  prealdaa  In  th*  Senate,  i, 
lltj  elested  Tina Praddeot  In  1808,  «T;  nomber  *f 
Totae  for.  a>  Preeldent,  » ;  aa  Tloe  Piwldant,  tt;  M 
Tke  Pnaldant  gln«  oallBg  tot*  In  Sanata  a^ut  U. 
Btataa'  Bank,  8U;  takes  leat  In  Senate  aa  Vice  PrtM 
dent,  WO;  daaaau  0(411.    5se  fwfaiL  Tola.  1, 1,  JL 

CLorroi,  Joml,  BapreientatlTa  from  Vi^nla,  BE,  ISI,  SIS; 
4ST ;  m  non-lntenuan*  with  Great  Britain  and  Franot, 
lia.    5w  Adse,  Tola.  1. 1,  S. 

Cobb,  Howm,  BapreagntatlTe  from  Oeorgia,  Its,  IBT,  tU, 
4HL    ,Sa*  A<<<B,  vol  8. 

OocBBU,  Jahb,  Bepnaentatfre  &«n  Herth  Oarolina,  IH, 
181,  810, 480,  WO; 

COLBB,  latxo  A.,  latter  to  the  Speaker  of  tba  HDna^  IBL 
See  Htdra,  Tid.  1, 1. 

COd-FltlierUit.-  St  Indm,  Tol  1. 

Oomnune  q/Ue  GnUed  Bialet.—See  JtiOta,  toL  1. 

Ommltteee,  Meet,  reaolBtioi  telatlTa  ta  Swmalloa  «  4W; 
KBiDbera  at,  In  Honia,  4M. 

Qimpe%eattm9fPretld*<Uaiid  Ti«t  PrttU^KL—B— Hf 
d.a^TDkl.8. 

CoBDicn,  Jobs.  Senator  from  New  imef,  1. 118, 1(8,  M, 
400.    Am  AtdH^  Toll.  ^  a 

Conrr,  Liwia.  XepreaentatlTe  from  New  JerMi;,  414,  STT. 

Cenorm,  leeond  Seeelon  of  Tenth,  S;  meatlBg  of  tba  twa 
Hoiiw  to  a»Bt  Elietoial  Totaa,  SI ;  adjonnunant  of 
aceond  Sevlon  oTTeoth,  114 ;  SiBt  Seadon  of  EleTanth, 
lis ;  third  SaaaioB  al  EleTanth  CoBgnM,  9W;  third  Be*- 
liunofElBTenth  CoDgreiaa4)onniad.8ll;  a^foBranMnt 
of  third  Be^i>aafEl«TenthGoB(T*ei,SM;  oommeBoo- 
mant  of  fltit  BaaalDn  of  Twelfth  Congraaa,  40*;  uaood 
Beaeloa  of  TweUtli  meete,  ASS. 

Extra  Se—ton..^Iit  Bmue,  modu  to  altar  tk 
time  of  th*  aeit  meoUog  of  Coigreea,  101 ;  movad  to 
atrike  oot  liaj,  fDr  th*  pnrpoa*  of  inaartlBf  Septambar, 
101;  thIileanKiinentinuorUihIOl;  eoontrr  In b altnk- 
tloB  of  extreme  danger,  101 ;  Gongreea  ahonld  be  aoiH 
■tantly  In  atailon  till  a' mora  IhTonble  etaU  of  aOUa 
exlati,  tOI ;  nothlDg  likalj  to  osonr  to  do  awaj  with  the 


nGoogle 


'Il]r  tkoold  Owtm* 


PMfv*  u»d  diioaDtflflli  tX  bom*,  an  «idlel«Dt  n«Hn«  for 
mlliaf  GoBfm*  tuUw  Uua  DsousImt,  IK;  b«v  Ad- 
nlnlttnitlon  ilionld  ni««t  CoDgna  ■*  tarlf  u  poalbk. 
lU;  vu  Uk*  OBly  ntum  to  Hcon  th*  lnl«Ht  ud 
hoan  of  tba  uIi«i,lUi  rcuou  Uut  CoBcnii  itanld 
HUM  1b  H*t>1<»;  to  ths  ulhn  ta  b*  Hnd  bf  lo^ 
■pMObtal  lO;  foHr-Ilgbt  hoan  nOelent  to  pan  all 
Uwi  ta  tba  p»HDt  iiUi,  IM;  u  tarif  undui  will 
sMtilbvM  Id  tna^BJlUu  tbt  mladi  of  th*  pHpla,  lOB ; 
lfp«Mal>iiHatiubla,vaBiii>tbaT>ltr  IT  act.  Ibia  war, 
IDI ;  aaowarj  ta  abaagn  oar  altaatfaa  prrrlau  to  next 
DMtUiV  or  Cs^nii,  lOSj  »a*H)  ol  tba  Ihi  ta  Oiaat 
Brlnla  tbat  PirUuaaat  waaM  aot  maM  eAia  aeoofb, 
104;  Coagnia  da  men  food  bf  itayihf  awaXi  1M| 
laaT*  aa  aitis  mdaa  to  tba  SiaeaUTik  IM ;  DwUoa  to 
•brlkaBDtloat,lH;  bill  panad,  IIM. 

AtUiSnaM^rHolDtlaBoSend  Air  a  raeaa  ftnm  tha 
1Mb  af  April.  411;  ordand  ta  be  •igroiiad,  411 ;  morad 
toRU  tba  blukwllb-'itli  Uoadir  la  Jnaa.'lll;  laf- 
Bdsatljr  tarlj'  to  taka  muinrM  Is  soDtaqnuea  itf  tba 
arplntJoa  of  tba  embar^  411 ;  a  loaf  tLm*  weald  ac- 


pabUa  mlad  tha  ■am^  411 ;  tba  qnealton  ibfDld  net  ba 
daddad  an  tba  mara  i^^aad  of  paraonal  aoataalaiiM^ 
411 ;  aa  a^aaniDant  for  aaj  langth  of  tlma,  Ilka  daiar^ 
IBK  var  paMa,  411;  not  dtaartJag  oar  poat*,  41S;  hj 
•t>7ln(  bara,  CoairaB  caanat  aipadlta  tb*  iDaaaaraa 
ordarad,  41>;  algbtb  ol  Jaae  adoptad,  dU;  naolatlDn 


i;  Tota  fiw  rraildant,  la  ISOS,  11;  in  IBll,  BTt, 
TIL  ,Sm  AhIjb,  volL  1, 1,  A 
(klUtUvtIaB  iMd  ffttarrtan,  lettar&m  tbaSasratarr  aT  tba 
Ka«r,  aa  tb(  aotloa  bstwsaa,  W>;  bin  la  eompaaiaU 
tha  offlaan  and  craw  of  CoaaUtaDoa  U(ate,  TCA;  eon- 
■Idartd,  TW,  TIO ;  bill  to  oonipaaaata  affloan  and  era* 
tt,  ooaaldtrad,  Til,  Til. 


iuatla,Htl«l, 
itagaftbapabllBTaa- 


ha  Hooaa,  bill  nportad  to  *np1< 

Us  aniwd  T^li  to  soBTor  the  lawfal  aanuaara 

Vallad  SUtaa,  UK;  mo'cd  to 

of  the  Whole,  >M;  cmhracaa  t 

niat  to  ba  dlicnjaad  la  aommlU 
Ome,  OaCBjkBD,  BeprgaaatatlTa  tct 

IDS ;  la  Ibrar  of  aa  lomiedlala  i 

aala,  H,  IS ;  SB  addltloB*]  daCli 

f«oda,101.  «HJiHfM,ToL& 
Oaon,  TBOMai  S,,  BaptVMitMlT*  ftaa  N*v  TMt,  IM 


m  Haw  Jaraar,  lU,  IBT. 
CKan.  Blr  J.  H.,  hlalnatnutlona  to  John  Hanrj,  BOT. 
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At  Ua  JKmml— BUI  reUtNa  to  tba  ramlsloa  itf  amda 
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dpls  of  the  Uw  of  INT  wcn>  correatt  IM;  tbto  ka 
eaaa  of  a  peCDllai  Batara.  attaDded  wttb  al^nlaidreaB- 
alaiHea,lU;  tb*  law*  of  Soalh  CaroUaa  forbid  bila(l^ 
tboaa  panoni  lata  the  Stale.  lU ;  tba  paraosa  biiaflaf 
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DDim.  Taoxu,  cleetfld  <liiorkeep«  of  tba  H«ija,U<;  aUct- 
*<1  tei^eut-ftt-iTDW  to  tba  HonM,  4iB. 

DurnKKLU  1^4>™L  U.,  RftpKUDtatW^tf^mNawHunpililn^ 
M;  tD  &vai  or  Jmmtdlitc  iTmln;  oT  the  public  thhIi, 
IM;  oiiu»tnKaluD,10a.    Sm /wiM,  toL  8. 

DiMtw  w>  /njMrte— In  Benite,  bill  br  Impoiliiit  iddlUonil 
dnlltu  TEid  tbs  tblrd  dnM,  111  \  motion  to  pot^wna  to  a 
dlatut  iKj,  K\  tba  aubjact  la  a  eomnietcbil  onsaicaed- 
ia^y  Importut,  >I ;  th<  bill  can  In  advocitad  only 
Qpon  the  fToand  Ibat  a  var  la  abouE  to  anna,  and  to 
pnpantbepDbliatraaanijtoiiutala  IM  prowciillaii,  81 ; 
but  naltter  tba  ooa  nor  the  other  li  eipected  or  na- 
ceaHTf,  SXiGaUaUb'«reparta,SIj  ttaa  maaaon  *!11  alao 
be  betboneqaal  aiidDn]ut,BS;  the  oeir  datf  vlU  ope- 
nt«  (a  a  bonntj'  to  fbrcatallen  and  apccolMon,  31 ;  bill 
paaand.a 

IiHluiBoutt.—Tbe  bill  to  Impoaa  addlUooal  dotlaa 
eonalderad,  107;  moiioB  to  cdbDiw  incnaaed  datln  lo 
^ooda  of  Eauland  and  Fraoea,  lOtt  ;  motion  loat^  bill 
ordend  to  be  angroaaed,  100. 

ManM/atttiret,  JhmeMc — Id  ttaa  Hoiua,n«olnUon  lo 
layao  additional  dat^on  eoane  bemp  and  flax  consldar- 
«d,  4sa ;  cotton  added,  U3 ;  the  piopoilllon  ehoold  Include 
all  cbe  domeatic  znanolhcCaRe  of  the  oouDtT7,dS8;  the 
preaapt  a  ibporabla  time  to  adopt  Rome  maaiana  to  an- 
aonrageandiapporldameatlomaualhctanasl^;  menlj 

table,  Utj ;  talLen  np,  4Sl ;  amimdiaeiit  laflng  a  duty  on 
aall  inDTBd,4St;  Irmgnlar  mannar  uf  procwadiBi;,  tti; 
rnrtlier  debate  on  the  practice  of  tha  HoDae,  ttl ;  Ul- 

priKura  It,  <31 ;  nhf  tbla  great  aj  aboat  domeatls  nuin- 
nlhctute«l4Ul  what  will  be  tha  elftet  at  taxing  aalt, 


In  On  a 


— Engroiaed  bill  la}  log  additional  dnUea. 
^n^ ;  tLu  cremllun  of  a  public  debt  onght  to  ba  aoa 
nl<:d  B'ltb  the  taeau  oT  Itt  eitlngalBhinent,  HH;  I 
the  true  avcret  of  randarlng  pabUe  et«dlt  ImimrtiU, 
BSa  1  it  la  nupritlBg  to  Iriam  that  doubUng  the  dnllee  li 
the  oa\J  moana  lo  be  prorldMl  tat  tbla  pnrpcae,  IW  \ 
tbla  will  beamcai  nopopnlai  tai,E8>;  it  la  an  nnjaat 
mainre,  US);  wbat  will  be  the  oomaqnence  ol  paiilng 
tfaebllllGWl  gnat  ahangaa  have  lahtn  place  ilDca  tha 
■doptloB  of  the  praaebt  tarilT,  MO;  thren  pupoaia  In- 
tvndad  lo  bo  nuthered  bj  dnElea  on  imported  merehan- 
dlH,  &40;  Iba  obJoctlDna  to  the  Mil  an  pajpabia  and 
obTluoa,  HO;  Ita  tendener  t«  promola  amnggllDg,  S4] ; 
tha  nnfbrtunata  poUcf  adapted  In  ISM  haa  dcabojed 
tha  purltj  and  ate«atlon  of  eommercEal  mormla,  Ml ;  a 
nlianoa  on  the  Ivpoat  at  the  maant  of  aspportlog  the 
war  In  oonnaotl«n  with  an  abandonment  of  the  internal 
taiaa.  teachet  that  our  OovenuneDt  ia  anflt  tat  tha  pnr- 
poae  of  torelgD  and  olTanaiTa  war,  Ml ;  tha  protaction 
Ud  regulation  ul  commeres  haa  beooma  a  pHaie  object 
of  lagUlation,  Ml ;  It  ia  the  cwuc  of  war.  Ml;  tfalt  lo- 
ereaaa  of  tmpoet  it  *  tax  which  will  operate  Bnjnatlj 
and  DnequaUj,  Ml ;  burden  on  the  people  of  the  Eaat- 
•m  Staua,  Ml ;  deatmblc  ts  recommit  tha  bill  in  order 
to  l^ffn  the  BvntlnieiitA  of  tba  Hooaa  on  the  repaal  or 
the  partial  BDapenelan  of  the  preaent  noD-linportatioii 
aot,M£;  If  thiaaat  waa  aoeponded  and  wa  ha^ a  trading 
and  not  a  flghting  war,  wa  thoold  hare  lofflelant  rere- 
noe  under  tba  praiant  ralea  of  duUn,  eU ;  letUr  of  tha 
.Sacretaij  of  the  Treaanr/  on  the  tattjast  of  rareBna  ex- 
■mioad,  Ui ;  a  TVTf  laft-handed  waj  of  eacooriglng  the 


mano&ctaret  of  this  oountrr,  M3 ;  motl 
the  worda  "  one  hondrud  "  bafora  pera 
Sf  Iiutttt,  TUli.  I,  SI.  & 
iisMetoii  TtannajM.— ,Sm  Indft,  vol  1.  ^ 


Eaelc,  Ellu,  Etpreaentativa 

BTI. 
Ett^oral  Vattt  for  PruMeiit, 

otll. 
OpmiiV  ""^  CeterMng.— 


a  Booth  CaroUna,  US, 
mlnatlon  iDd  eonnttng 


now  propoeod  that  the 
Benate  come  to  the  Home,  and  that  the  gpoaker  Wc* 
tba  cbair  to  mako  room  far  the  rreridant  of  another 
body.Iffi;  iucba  proceedlag  wonld  dcrogaU  from  th* 
dlgBltJIf  Battherlghtaof  thlibodj.  IDS;  a  rupeetwe 
owe  onraolvea  and  tha  people  never  to  voBbi  the  prlvl- 
lagaaof  thia  Ilunae  to  ba  dlmlnlibed,  IDS;  In  counting 
th*  Totea  the  Bonw  of  BepreaCDtatlTci  I*  net  uaamblad 


inatltnUon  the  V 


I  PmldcDl 


iroprtaly 


the  Bpeaker  relinqulih  the  chair  lo 
of  tha  Proililent  sf  the  Senate  praal 
Ing.  100 ;  aa  regarda  the  priTllagei  of  the  Honu  agalut 
the  elalina  of  tha  other,  the  ninth  part  otahalrwuiDi- 
partant,]l>D;  thoEi^lllh  Commona  obtained  their  priT- 
llagei inch  \,j  Inch,  lOS;  If  be  comae  l«  Uila  Hooae,  the 
Pnaldent  tt  tha  Senata  oomaa  by  ooortea;,  and  cu  aa- 
inme  the  chair  onlf  aa  a  matter  of  brer,  10< ;  the  oon- 
atltqtion  praacribej  tha  powera  of  each  body,  and  no  faar 

ad,10ai  ooiiDtlngDf;STI,Ill.    S» /mlse.  role.  1,  l,  S. 
JBaclofa  </  ^fetWert— See  Imtnc,  voL  1. 
Eluot,  jAuia,  ReprnoDtatlTe  from  Vermont.  St.    £ea  Ai- 

Elliot,  Jiaai  D^  lattem  to  tha  Secretary  of  the  Hary,  BTL 

m. 

£lt,  WiLLiuf,  BapT«Mntat!*a  fVom  UaMwhoMtt^  St,  IM, 
IST.  n^  124,  BTT;  on  aTmlag  ud  dialing  of  the  mlUlia, 
'    I<>8.    5m  iKder,  toL  EL 

AnSorpo.^In  Benate  naolatlon  to  repeal  the  aot  laytn^  an 
embargo  ethrad,  B ;  ll^t  In  vhleh  it  haa  bean  Tlawad 
hj  f  nuica,  E ;  not  a  meaanre  of  hMlllltj  nr  eoaTCion  u 
appllod  to  her,  G;  UKle  elhct  on  Engiand,  B;  conld 
America  bxpect  to  atarraharr  d;  It  vaaaCaroa,  B;  am- 
ple tltrte  had  been  givfln  fbr  bor  to  make  other  at 


what  ai 


can  aatnally  porehaae  proriolohi  c 
other  plaoea  than  thdf  fbrmarlj  had  dona  from  na,  B; 
torn  to  another  article  ol  trade,  cotton,  S;  it  hai  been 
aald  a  want  of  thIa  article  wonld  dletrtaa  tha  Britiah 
manni^tnrera  and  prodnee  clamor  among  them,  and 
hence  aocalemte  the  repeal  of  the  Orden  In  Connell,  B ; 
ara  not  all  Iba  eiil  oonacqnencea  anticipated  from  tha 
embarga  likely  to  be  rwUied  I  8 ;  Great  Briialb  beoome 
tha  carrlen  of  the  world,  thaae  earrlen  will  anpplj 
thetn>alTe^  6 ;  get  anppliee  of  cotton  ^aewhere,  S ;  thia 
embargg  liietaad  of  operMliig  on  thou  natlaai  which 
had  been  violating  our  rlghta,waa  ffangbt  with  CTila 
and  printiona  lo  the  people  of  the  United  BUtea,  I ;  It 
ihoold  be  abandoned  aa  a  meaanre  wholly  InefflclflnE  for 
the  objecta  dealgned,  T;  aone  thought  ita  etBumney 

thia  Idea  futile,  I;  the  United  Btatea  ara  conitunen  of 
Brlllah  praaarte,  I;  what  bad  patiintlim  really  done  •  t; 
non-lnterooune  law  eannot  b«  axecoted,  T ;  pany  (pint 
■honlil  now  hare  beeti  laid  aalde.  and  all  eonanlled  fin 
the  eommon  good,  T ;  If  the  iplilt  of  oommenjlal  ipeeii 


nGoogle 


<  pTopovlliDn  for  np*«l 


'Mat  tnbjHA,  (Uepl^  ImpUcatlii^  ■ad  pcrlupa  dt- 
iBf  ttafl  llitfl  oT  Ebs  Eod 


I  Tou  with  tb*  gmUit  dUdilB,  a ;  Uwli 
aadDct  gftT*  rise  lo  thfi  embvgv^  fi;  if  It  his  bteii 
pnnd  bj  ■ipcrUnca  to  tw  l^gptnClF*  m  kr  u  nganli 
ibem,uiddutnutln  ■artftpecita  outhLth,  It  fthooldb* 
npndud,  8 ;  Uw  pnpiivtj  of  tUi 
6 ;  thm  polnla  nuonllf 
iltj  irfaidh  Lt  gftT«  td  oar  urtg»ll«D|  ud 
it  aSsra]  our  teunao.  It!  cOicU  OB  FiuMa  ud  QiMt 
BrtUia  la  eo«rciBf  them  to  Adopt  m  mon  Jiut  uid  hea- 
onblo  poUcj  tovudi  u.  tfao  vff^ti  It  ban  nod  mar  pro- 
duM  OB  oanclTCa,  a ;  II  hai  ilrcadj  uuvarod  all  Uut 
caa  bt  axpoctod  U  rv|ard  to  Hcurltj  to  DiTLgadoD  aad 
•camm,  S;  III  kmgir  oonUtiiuiuii  will  emiiitiniit  Uuao 
otf^aeta,  B  i  lla  oporatloa  !■  naptorj  on  Fraaot,  I ;  11> 
opustton  DB  Great  Brttila,  t;  tlM  n^eet  ibonld  bt 
takes  qp  with  cooIhm,  10;  It  li  eliar|ad  tlut  tliera  la  i 
dkpf^tloii  to  break  dews  eotamenie,  for  eke  paipoat  ol 
OMUiit  — — fc-«—  oa  III  rvlai,  10;  the  ehaiga  a 
mere  eleetliaeerlDi  tilck,  1>;  tb*  (raoDd  la  taken  that 

!■  not  ihawiL  10;  opentloo  at  the  Decroea  at  Fraaoe, 
ID;  oparatlanttf  tfas  Onlm  la  Council,  10;  atdbnta  re- 
quired for  UooBH  to  ^ade,  10 ;  hia  th*  embaigo  been 
prodaeCln  of  the  Dooeequeneea  ejipevtfld  to  molt  ftom 
It,  II;  IthaeDDlbHlaftlrtjrlallB  eouAitimcs  oToile- 
i^prtaeaCatlona,  11 ;  baa  the  emliargo  operated  more 
apoB  the  United  States  than  oa  the  EompuB  pvwen, 
11 ;  oae  ott)ect  ol  the  neidntlea  dcwbtleee  to  obtala  lo- 
ivmatlDn  of  tb*  opermtlon  of  the  aaxbargo  tbtoD^out 
th*  tlBlan,!];  theeeatlBieoteot  Ibe  people  of  Oewgja 
OQ  tbs  nbjecl,  IS ;  eflmti  ot  the  meaure  ob  oonalyea, 
lH;  th*  pfodDea  of  the  laadi  of  Oeorgla  llu  on  haul, 
I*;  It  li  laid  that  Great  Britain  willfflBd  KHne  aoam 
wbvDoe  to  obtain  th*  mppllea  the  baa  beretofon  got 
ftsm  aa,  11 ;  the  BoUoB  latanat  le  wiUltig  to  run  theriak 
e(  tb*  eofltlBaanfe  of  the  embargo,  IS ;  11  ia  aald  thia 
OHaaora  eaonot  be  eieoated,  11;  It  baa  been  a*  br  aig- 


'  repeal  of  tba  endiargo,  18 ;  i 
he  preaeat  Tl**«  of  Enflaad 
■re  Bot  enUtled  to  aredlt, 
[t.  Caulni^  languce,  14; 


loUina,  U;  b*ir  m  the**  ar 


■d  bat  b;  w 


aisapt  w*  k*ep  wltboDt  their  ic 


i;  It  la 

aatd  (bat  If  the  «Bib«|a  li  rapealed  w*  eaa  emj  ob  a 
aala  and  i*eiin  tiade  Is  the  eitaat  of  nearlj  foor-Oft^ 
the  amennt  of  ouf  di^HMtlc  prodaotlon^  14;  thi*  atala- 
DMIU  eumined,  IS;  If  tbe  embargo  bad  ool  been  laid, 
would  th*  BriUah  »hi'iIob»  bar*  lUpped  wjlh  tbe 
Orders  In  Conndl,  IS ;  If  the  embaiso  la  np*al*d,  ud 
•or  TOBela  Buffered  to  (o  out,  It  will  eipoa*  n*  to  new 
a  penereiuiie 


«  bellls«»ta,  H;  tbe 
I;  eflbeuof  th*  ic*hafio.«a:  owraitolalK 
H  we  biTe  Bothluf  ts  Iik;  »; 
•elf  to  tbe  charge  of  b^4  an- 
d*r  Brltiah  iBflnsnea,  It ;  th*  patnHia  ftf  tba  iBlamaaaa 
wbe  attar  tbeaa  alaiideiB  know  better,  SI ;  th*  wnap 
af  Qnal  Britain  ta  ui  iBtended  In  b*  iwored  bj-  the 
trvlj.lL 

J^lbrmamil  tf  O*  Xmiarge,  bm  dmUbc  fcttWr 
proTlMoB  fbr,  nported.  11 ;  aeetkoa  ef  tbi  bOI,ai;  n 
cmbaiiD  QTBT  a  ci^BtiT  like  cmra  a  pheBoqaoB  !■  the 
dvlllied  world.  (] ;  gplatona  leladTe  to  tbe  aBtaria,  11 
ooaiae  proposed  lo  be  punoed.  H  -.  tlil*  btO  bean  BBka 


II  plaeea  tbs  eoaatlBg  trade  nader  farther  tbisj««  n- 
stralote,!*;  paiHealanln  wUebIt  la  placed  tuds- the 
rsgiBlaUoB  of  tbs  Preeldent,  U;  other  aattJsH  liatmA 
on  th«  erdluaij  oHieam  of  tb*  ^nt  bodj  of  tbe  ptc 
I<la,n:  th*  iBllltarT  maj  be  emplored  br  ^EiD  nads 
thUbiU,ia;  anthotltr  ot  th*  manhal  oampeleal  ts  «• 
•mto  the  laws,  W :  rutber  otjecttoaa  to  Ike  bin,  H;  tte 
bin  preeeats  temptatloBB  Ibr  aJdrsAdns  thaporialaTai*- 
■JblUtr  too  (tTone  to  bs  nalated  bf  grutlunH  U  the 
opposlGlon,  1ft ;  thej  hsre  pnaentcd  lis  proTUeu  la  ^ 
alumlnr  a^Rt,  V;  thr  bll 
■T*r7  pmrMoD  la  Jialiflsd  brpiaeadrnla  ta  p: 
lag  laws,  14;  It  ta  Mtd  Iha 


meBt.M;< 

to  the  PreildeDt  over  th*  mOHarj  tmt  to  pivTlaa*  aA 
of  the  LegUatare,  M ;  p*«Bga  of  the  bm,  M. 

Im  au  -flou*.— Uuy  r«oIalloBBbaT(  been  anboM^ 
OB  tbe  anhjset  of  forslga  lalaHoiu  and  th 


plating  II*  a 

aepaimled  oa  from  Qreal  Britsln  1 40 ;  Joat  a*  ocri 

ure  of  Iset  jsar  la  begltmlng  to  cpeiats  ws  aro  < 

upob  to  repeal,  40;  wbst  Lb  the  purport  of  the  p 

■niHoD  lamed  bj  ooe  of  the  bsUlgereDtsT  a ;  n 

UoBa  olhred  to  eidad*  xeaaets  of  belUpoFenta  k 

force  dsereaa  or  onlen  TlolillB)t  the  lawfbl  e< 

of  tbe  United  Btatee;  ala 

and  alas  to  Inquire  tnlfl  tbs  S3 

smbiigo  set,  41 ;  It  le  time  (b 

bsrgo  a  lawftal  aa 

dccUts  It,  41 1  nelihsr  of  the  powaia  af  Suapa  ten 


lwa.«l; 


onlj  tluM  kLt«iiAtlT«  ftr*  opan  Ic 


t  b*  mr  ar  ai 


41;  Ut  ei 


imbwgii*  41t  latlbU  b*  IdiiliUd 
iirrlfliti  Hd  IMIspaBdvkee, 
smbup)  dou  sot  ouH  Ui*  pti niB  om  tha 
paspla,  41 ;  public  opinion  in  tba  IfortheTti  part  tt  tb« 
CbIob  ntoim  tb*  unbuipi  la  ba  nl«ad,  41 ;  lat  the  da- 


ror,  puHd  In  tha  Ban- 
i£a  laaalTad  from  tba 
imliwga  Ibr  ditj  din 


■te,l](l.  In  tha  Honte,  n 
Pntfdent  nlillTa  to  liTlng 
Mt;  bUI  i«port«d.  read  tiilog,  and  ral 
mlttaa  of  tha  Vhola.544:  morad  to 
tat  InKTt  oBt  hnndrad  and  tventf  di 
will  ba  mnch  loo  abort  fin  tha  irbola 
ion  pnpartr  abrond  to  ratniu,  M4; 


H4;  tt  U  nndentood  to  ba  ■  war  maruu*,  and  It  la 
iBtandedlt  ibaU  Uad  dlnotl;  to  It,  M4;  objtetloni 
to pw^  of  the  blll,»U;  dnftwl  aooKdlsf  to  tha  vlih- 
H  et  tha  Sacratarf  of  tba  TreaaoTj,  Ai4 ;  If  It  la  a  prO' 
nmor  to  var  what  !>  tba  tltaatlon  oT  dot  brtntaM 
ud  of  the  eonntrj  ^nanll^f  US;  none  can  qoei- 
tlon  the  pnpriatjr  vt  th«  pnpoaition,  MS ;  an  va  do* 
to  eoT«  ODiaelTM  with  ihama  and  Indelible  dlifraee 
hj  ittTBAtlBi;  from  tha  maaanraa  and  groanda  ««  have 
Uitn  r  US;  the  eondoet  of  Tranoe  ma;  ba  i  anb- 
Jeet  of  ttatiire  eonaldemtlon,  MS;  no  dlOcaltr  or  tarroi 
In  tha  vai  aieept  what  btIhs  from  navalt;,  SIS;  a 
aonita  of  pride  thai  the  £ieoQtiTe  bas  reamiBHndcd 
thlBDieugra,Ha:  thEiliBot  amaaaaraortha  Exaea- 
tlTa,  bnt  la  engendered  b;  an  tntanaa  exdtenient  upon 
tbeSiaeDtiTS,54e;  the  people  of  the  eonntij  vUl  egn- 
aldarlta  mbtarfliga  fiimr,M5;  t\  the  end  of  alit; 
daja  «e  ihall  net  hare  mr,  beooaa  the  EmsutlTe  dan 

eneraj  or  npal  her  attackil  MS ;  maclan  to  itrika  onl  lint 
aaetlon  loal,  MS ;  the  Preddeat  does  not  mean  mr,  MS ; 
BDlata  ereat  Billaln  nlenU  n«  mut  make  war.  aaja 
tba  Pnaldant,M0;  iraahonldnotgD  to  war  ODprapared, 
MO ;  what  oeclrred  In  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Bahi- 
tloBt,  MS;  If  jon  maan  war,  It  tha  t^rit  of  UweooiitiT 
la  Bp  to  It,  trbj  bare  jva  ipant  Bva  uontba  to  Idia  d«- 
batota4«;  DOl  powlbla  to  sominaiiM  war  with  aablr 
wltblB  foor  montba,M(;  vanlDg  of  the  danger  and 
ndn  vbloh  thnsian  oar  debnctleia  dtlei  and  tainu, 


MT; 


DBltyar 


no,  MT; 


war.  MT;  bill  oidered  to  be  eogroaaed  fOi 
tng.  MT;  noTad  to  read  third  tlma  lo-mgr 
poller  ■"■  til*  F*i^  .of  tb*  mi|J«ilr  ahonld  di 
l>diilgan»,  MI ;  the  mlnorltr  hataotud  with  hhr*  pro- 
prlatf  than  ma  arar  known,  MT ;  other  raaaon  lOf  de- 
Ur,  MT ;  motjon  loaC,  MI ;  UU  paeaed,  MT. 

BOl  ntDTDad  to  tba  Ilaiua  with  amaBdmanta  bj-  the 
Senate,  M8:  moTed  topoalpone  iBdaSnltel;,  Ma ;  it  la 
■  pare,  anaopblatititiid,  relnalatad  embargo,  048;  the 
ama  power  which  oiigiaatea  can  ooBUnnc  tbia  «^pne' 


war,  but  *i 


anbatltnta  tor  war,  MS;  t 


n  of  Oral 


BaoTT,  Jahb,  Bepr 

DTT;  on  Mlmida>  eapedltian,  14« ;  r 

tarcuniH,  SSg  ;  pnaanli  petition  of  i 

Tork,  48a ;  on  an  addltioBal  military 

Vm-  IV.— 17 


MeieentMltM);  thli Hoaae abonld 
ngemaa  ooaraa  thojr  tn  ponuing, 
it  Bfilaln,  GM;  motion  to  poatpona, 
oidared,(IW.    5m  Aula,  Tr^  8. 
ilatlTe  from  K.  T.,  114, 1ST,  110,  4M, 


Smi,  Jon  Wn  EepnaentatlTa  from  Tlrg1niB,BT,  ISO,  IST. 
(IS ;  OB  tha  reaolntlan  calllBg  on  tha  Praddant  Ibr  pa- 
pett,  IM;  on  the  eoiiTo]> afitem,  US;  OD  eommetBlal 
iBtersoone  with  Fiance  and  Qreat  Bittain,  MO.    St4 

IWiMt,  OUTU,  elalm  fi>r  dliraient  apfdlotiooa  of  itaam- 


—Si  Htdta,  ToL  1, 


AqMMoNim.— Sm  Atfac.  ToL  I. 

M^mdtlmit  of  P-Mia  JToiuy.— In  the  Horn*,  a  iMuin- 
tloB  to  appolat  a  committee  toinqalrelBtothaexpendi- 
ttire  of  pabUe  nwuiar,  4tft;  tha  raanlt  bi  a  former  in- 
qlir]',  4U;  how  do  pniaen  In  the  Jtarj  receive  their 
nooerr  4St;  aitnst  from  a  laltar,  419;   the  aboau 


Fiderai  Jadffi*,  amendment  of  tba  eonatltatlaB  to  ncnra 
the  nmoiai  sl^  ML  Ah /fufO,  tdL  I,  ^maiitfinaiitt  ^ 
Ma  OixitUliMoH. 

Fdtdut,  Wiujui,  BepraaaBtaHie  from  PeBBa/lnnla,  H, 
114,ieT,SUt4M,lin;  OB  a  role  of  approbation  oT  Iho 
eondnot  of  the  KxeoBtlTe,  138 ;  on  fbralgn  palaUoB^ 
4M.    «M  Aulia,  TDla.  1. 1,  S. 

Fbk.  Jahb,  RepneentatlTe  from  Tarmont,  BO,  US,  4M, 
STT;  onnoD-lntcnwDnswIthOraatBrltainindFruea, 
UD;  on  the  Torpedo  eiporiment.  IM,  m ;  offenarea- 

19B;  uppaaaapoatponemenlof  tboroaolption  relallTd  to 
Ihaapportloumentef  reprBaaDtatlon,>S4;  oo  tbe  ratio  of 
reptatBtatian,  81B ;  on  tbe  Baak  of  the  Unitad  Statet, 
tta :  agalnat  anaval  aatabtUimaDt.  CM ;  on  tbe  par  oT  tbe 
armr,  AST ;  on  amandoHBla  to  tba  natnraliiatloBlaw,  104. 

Fax,  JoiOTBU,  BepreaeBtatire  from  Mew  York,  IM,  IBT, 
Slfi.    Stt  InOm,  *oL  & 

FnoH.  Aai,  BopreMBtatira  (Mm  Kaw  Tork,  4M,  SIT. 

Flaftfllu  ViMtlt8bllM.—Be*Imcltir,-r<ill. 

Fiorida,  Wfl,  oonipaHiM  iif.—lD  tba  fianata,  bill  to  aitand 
tbe  Una  of  tha  TenllorrorOileanaoTerWeat  Florida, 
reported,  IM ;  debate  dd  Ita  paMage,  SSt ;  tha  llrtt  Un- 
pintuit  qBcnlaB  li  whether  the  Calted  atal«  hsTC  a 
good  title  to  tbe  tenltoir,  tSS ;  w^t  were  the  limlla  of 
Loaliiuia  bafiire  the  deatr  and  oeMoa  of  lT«-a  batwttn 
France,  tfAm,  and  Great  Britain  T  HW ;  tbe  treatf  tit 
Maalon  between  tbe  United  Blataa  and  France  examined, 
ISR ;  the  expedian^  of  taking  poaaaaalon  of  thia  tarrl- 
toiy  cannot  ba  donbled,  lU ;  other  groonda  apon  which 
thIa  Mil  might  be  aopportad,  enUrel]'  ladapendent  of  the 
ccMlM,  US  i  itate  of  the  SpanUh  colonlea  In  relation  to 
tha  Bpanlah  OOTCmment,  asS ;  thli  Mil  maj  be  Jnitlflad 
iDdependant  of  title  b;  the  law  of  aelf-preeervatian, 
Kb  \  Ibla  bill  oontaina  two  Impartant  prorlalana,  it  in- 
oorpontaa  wllh  tba  territoTj  of  Orleana  the  proTlnee 
irf  Waat  Florida,  and  II  eitenda  to  that  proTlnca  tbe 
lawe  BOW  la  larit  iB  the  Terrltor;,  ISS  ;  two  qneatleiM 
natunllr  InvolTed,  IM,  baa  the  Onitvl  Statu  a  good 
Utla  I  Id,  b  It  eapedlent  r  ts< ;  anthoiltj  of  tha  Frtai- 
denl  to  dlreot  a  fonlbia  oaeDpatlon  of  the  Teirltorj » 
pralimlBatr  qaaatloB.  tH ;  baa  not  tbla  prodamaUin 
tnuaMBdad  the  limlta  of  the  Pnaldant'a  powu  r  tM ; 
what  li  the  natore  aad  Import  of  Ihla  proelaoutJOB  T 
1S4 ;  It  la  Dot  onlj  war,  bat  an  act  of  Icglalatlon  too, 
SSd ;  nrw  power  oonAirred  bj  aels  of  Gongma^  SST ; 
Bot  a  ibadov  of  anthorltr  exlita,  SST ;  tllle  eiamlBed, 
KI ;  as  finmded  on  the  dnettlBU  of  uloppel  and  eoini- 
puur,  Ut ;  title  of  France,  tSS, 

Ab  laatnuneat  thai  obtained  not  obligator]-,  M ; 
tttle  derlTed  under  tha  TiMtf  of  Bl.  Udeftmao,  US ; 


,.  Google 


tJtli  ludlijinubla  mtnit  both  Fnnoc  >nd  Sptia, 
HI  1  the  tt«iilui7  b;  which  the  KlOf  of  gp4lii  !•  tl- 
b««]  lo  hin  lut  hl>  cro-n.  Ml  ;  our  till,  lo  W«t 
norliU  riuiliied,  ud  the  pn>|irlet7  of  Uic  rceut  n»u- 
nrei  far  Lb*  iicKiipitlam>r  It,  Ml ;  cmrtilLi  depcidi  gn 
the  llmlUof  th«  provlDcs  of  LoiiIbIuib,  uid  ijoal  expo- 
■Ition  Df  iTMtlii^  HI  ;  lo  detsnilaF  thli,  It  la  onlr  na- 
easHTjtoBi  tha  oiteTD  bounduy,  161 ;  tha  profldq 
at  LoDliLui  comprEMd  Wnl  Flohdi  praT[atu  lo  IIM, 
M9  ;  what wu than  doaaT  I«9j  •thit,  than,  Ii tha tnia 
noatrncttonortiia  tranlJaaorBL  IldaroB»  uid  c<  April, 
IBOiT  Mi  ;  litha  pnKUmitlun  uulhorlud  meataniil 
vuud  ]afliUtloDTuualnad,M3;  hid  tha  [>ra^ant 
Wlad  to  otpbnoa  the  opportnoLtj  ha  vquld  hare 
bean  arlmliull;  laitUnUia  la  the  deinat  IntenUa  of 


nirtdiu,  MoitpatiM  qt;  ■ 


4  aathorli*,  418 ;  pgat- 


ftfHda,  punJuut  nf.—Sit  ImUa,  loL  S. 

rortiffK  JUnitUrt,  atua  «r  PrlttiteM-Btt  Aifn,  toL  ■. 

Ar*(fn>  AetoMoM.— Id  Hoiue.  reulatlau  thai  the  Unllad 
fltataa  cannat,  wlthanl  a  lacrtllce  of  tbalr  rights  honor, 
and  Indepandanee,  inhmll  Eo  tka  lata  adlcta  of  Qnat 
BiitalD  and  Franca,  oonildarcd,  48;  tha  nwlnUoa  too 

UOTod  there  eaald  t>a  so  dJ9enn«  uf  aplnlm  od  tha 
mltlact  of  the  raaotnCloD.  althoogh  there  might  be  oB 
the  mode  of  resUtaiKa,  tbarelbra  It  wee  preaantad,  4fl  ^ 
Bat  MMaiary  lo  (hoii  that  the  deoreea  af  Francs  and 
ardart  of  Graat  Britain  were  an  aaaamptlon  of  powar  to 
(Ire  lam  lu  thia  eanntrjr  Id  dlract  rlolalloo  of  ooc  Daa- 
tiBl  t)gbt^  4S;  tha  ml  qoallon  Li,  >ball  we  |OTam  oai^ 
aalTea  or  be  amtrolled  bj  the  will  oT  ntben  1  it ;  apon 
mi  oBai  to  nmaie  tha  ambaifD  if  cither  party  vonld 
~i»ed  baibeoa  giren,  tt;  thcpnipoelUaaDaw 


of  the 


oaptloo. 


praatDtay 

tcDi  of  pobll 

ama  IhM  be  totally  ahaa- 

doned,M 

adapt  It  and 

■here 

U  an  end  of  the  poller  of 

de^irtlng 

orrighUun 

ar  lb 

th»Bl,«; 

HOB  and 

Pladp,  1» 

naad  h».  dlOciilly  In 

their  ooDrage 

op 

o  tha  aawrtion,  CO;  tha 

pledgab 

a  glorloni  on 

«,  » 

tbaplcdcan. 

bmll  Imply,  M;oV]aet.o« 

thaedItU 

iDd  ordeiB,  BO 

t«D 

ira.eo;  c 


I  of  the  t 


nagollatloD,Gl:  thee 


if  onr  Mlnlrter,  M :  tha 
ODdDctofoBlHrgaf  tbt 
I  of  the  Biitlah  goTero- 
DODtiMi  farther  aeKreaaloDa,  M;  thapraaaDtu  aitia- 
mdlDalT  CTlal^  M;  eiamlDatlon  ot  tb«  allaaUoD  o/  tbli 
WDDtrylD  relaUon  to  Fnnoa  andOreat  Britain,  aad 
aln  Iha  lojorjaa  aod  aggresaloDi  Ibaj  hara  eomnnlttod 
span  ODT  nantral  ilghU,  M;  Injnria  of  Great  BrltalD, 
U ;  priDclpal  Igjariei  eommlttad  by  Franee,  B3 ;  coua- 
qoenoeavhlcbraaDlttronithlaHri<«Dfln]Drt(a,U  th* 


Miinfl  to  nnaldn  tbe  ijitai 


onr  riijili  la  Dot  an  efflcjent  mode  of  reaiaUKS.  W;  If 
genllenMD  wcra  really  Amarfcaa^  they  *obU  mm 
tamely  glre  np  the  honor  of  thdr  eontry  by  aabvdt- 
tlng  to  Froneh  dacraea  aod  Biltiih  enkra,  Te ;  do  thy 
mean  that  IbdcpcudciMc  ehouU  be  Treated  trmm  im 
wttbogta  itrnggtat  TS;  vhatantha  rcaaosavhylte 
emhajfO  haa  mil  oonw  ItiUy  up  to 
mpportere  T  TO ;  yet  It  haa  batb  partieoUrly  le 
IB  many  Inatancea  T  TO ;  a  ratrograda  atcp  ml  thla  tina 
would  mark  the  OoTammcDt  vith  posUlanlmlty,  TV; 
■BMt  of  the  Frmch  decreea,  Tl ;  reaulta  i^  the  Bitlieh 
ofdara,  Tl ;  tha  Honae  of  EcprvsonLallTca  only  c^  Uary- 
tand  bare  paaaed  raaolDtlana  against  tha  aubar^m,  n ; 
tha  mllltla  ayitem  canaed  Cha  change  In  Maryla^  aad 
not  thg  amhargo,  Tl ;  It  la  lald,  the  nnbargo  haa  di- 
■tmycd  Iha  oominaiw  of  tbe  eonntry,  Tl ;  tte  sabaigD  ta 
a  dliagreeable  thing,  bnl  by  awallowlBg  It,  wa  iWI 
bring  health,  TS ;  eooie  States  hare  panad  lawi  fkr  aH- 
pcDdlng  euentloBa,  TS  ;  tha  only  quistlaii  U,  tkiM  wa 
defcnd  oniaelvta  ar  ahall  we  ubmit!  Tt;  opoBlhiafHi- 
Uon,  Id  avaiy  point  of  view  loo  «l«r  to  adiall  tt  a 
doDbl,  a  debate  haa  arlaen  embradDp  all  oar  fanl^  t^ 
UUoDBiTa;  tha  olhrto  anapandtba  embn^  kwi  fer  a 
iggpjBdoB  oT  tha  Onlera  la  OimBell,  hai  beem  eeatia^ 
taonaly  r^ect*d,  thoaa  orders  JoatiAad,  and  an  fstra^m 
ofthclroparmtloD  threalaned,  n^  In  tlilavl^  artfyaaa 
ahanld  do  bla  part,  TA ;  tha  origtuil  lupcvttiaa  al  the 


oflhaOrden 


London  for  00  gnlacu  par  crnt,  Tfi ;  mercaatila  di 
haTa  beaa  ejiggervted,  T4;  tha  anabargo  haa  pr 
Da  from  bloodflhad,  TO;  If  the  embargo  haa 
canae  of  triumph,  TO ;  It  ta  aihtd  IT  wa  ar 
Tlolate  tha  pnbllc  bllh,  Tt;  wilt  n 
pabllcdebt  I  TO ;  i  t  la  tald  the  amhaigo  Itaelf  ta  as 
TT;HIb  tha  appoDcute  of  Uie  meacure  whoci 
ndadon,  TT;  who,  la  the  rutted  Stalao,  arc  n 
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■olnlao 


liigB  u  the  iqain  of  tUa  Haaw  to  go  to,  ud  Ihtj 
nnild  can7  inj- the  whola  of  onr  nrpliu  pn>dniie,n; 
Ot  Oritrt  fD  Cosodl  orlgluud  [n  dudlj  kogtUltr  to 
1A,  Tt ;  Boath  C>r\iUiu  It  Intneated,  bj  tha  nupeuloD 
of  our  tndo,  In  tho  jirtldp  of  cotton  BJohe,  to  in  vnoont 
ITttler  tluD  tlie  wliola  leTeans  of  tha  Ualtad  Bt>t«, 
H I  olijKtloiia  eiunlned  and  cooeldand,  SI  i  It  Is  itld 
tha  embargo  iboold  t»  removed  boeuua  It  hu  opantAd 
at  ■  boDBtr  to  the  Britlih  tnda,  SI ;  oooatltstlunalltT 
of  tlis  unbarga  aettled.  Si ;  tt  Li  lald  If  Gnat  Britain, 
dnilii^  the  EaToladoD^  loalDlaLiiod  a  war  a^alut  tbe 
world,  will  aha  Ircckls  no*  t  81 ;  depoiltloa  of  aandiT 
EBfUih  marchanti  boDira  the  Hooae  of  Lordi,  Bt ;  It  b 


damaiid  ftir  angv,  that  tha  sulUratloo  of  eotton  In  tfa« 
BrftUh  WMt  ladlea  baa  oaaiad,  88;  it  li  dligrawftillr 
aald  that,  natlooi  Ilka  Indlridnijs,  ibonid  pookot  thati 
booor  for  money,  38 ;  ivhy  are  n  called  opon  to  Duka 
the  daelaratlDn  of  tbli  molatlonrst;  It  la  Dot  npo- 
dlant  to  adopt  tba  aaeood  raaolutlon,  H ;  vhat  wtO  b« 
tha  aHMt  of  iba  emWrgo,  If  oootlDBad,  ai  reipecta  oar- 
■clrtarai;  itapreatnia  laon  tha  wbola  oodhDt,  ud  It 
oirleimlaarj  throoghoDt  the  land.  U;  abettei  Una  of 
eniidnct  tni  the  United  Htalet  to  pnrana  pointed  ont,  gH ; 
win  moat  of  onr  property  be  taken  by  Ibe  belllfenuita 


the  rlak  vary  great,  B8 ;  ire  are  not  rednoad  to  tha 
ma  of  making  eboloe  oot  of  any  of  the  altematlTaa 
imended  by  the  oommltle«,U;  the  roHlntion  la 


w  from  It,  BT;  It 
[on  It  barmleia  at 


e  bonnd  to  Tot 
,  8T;  Itlaaaldtl) 
;  Itihonld  ba  n 


•thjra,  88,  e>.M;  It  may  ha  aald,  what  baa  b^pened 


anted.  81 


la  aald.  if 


mlttae,4fl 


1.  It  will  ba  crippled  by 
Fiance  or  Grrat  Britain,  ti ;  nothing  *o  well  calsntatod 
to  call  ont  tbe  nalitiuica  and  obatlnacy  ot  Or»t  Britain, 
latbli  mcaaDie  of  the  embai8o,ni  tbe  King  of  Eng- 
land dare  not  yield  to  onr  embargo,  K ;  the  objret  of 
BUT  preaant  legUlatlon  Ihonld  be  to  nllara  our  coantrj 
from  tbe  dlalr«Meinnd«rwhlebltgraena,>S;rMDlnlloa 
divided  byomlttlasthowoidi  "and  Fruwo.'M;  lint 
part  p4Med  In  eomraltto^Ml  (Mond  put  pa«ad,N; 
naolntlon  paeaed  in  tbe  Senate,  U;  otbet  reaolnUau 


/a  tta  Bduie.—Tbt  report  ot  tbe 

tn  «f  the  Tlewi 
1  only  Id  part,  with 
ue  uienuon  lo  louow  np  ue  reaolntloiu  If  adopted, 
vllb  nlteriiK  ona^  Vi;  oommltte*  latlalled  tbat  all 
hope  ot  accommodating  oar  dlfforenim  with  Gnat  Brit- 
ain by  negotiaUoD.  moat  ba  abandoned,  488;  are  Ibe 
maHUma  righta  wbleb  Qreat  Britain  It  riolatlng,  neb 
•a  wa  onght  to  npport  at  the  bacard  and  elpenae  ut 
mi  t  tiS  J  no  proapaet  of  a  tpeedy  repeal  of  the  Ordi 
In  CoDncIi,  488 ;  we  are  a  yonng  nation,  and  abeil 
■ome  prida  and  ipiiiC,  aa  well  ai  Jnatlaa  and  modantlii 
488 ;  we  ought  to  go  to  war,  in  eppodtlon  to  the  Urdert 
lnC(Kinell,488;  tbe  nnlted  Btatea  oan  nuke  a  aarloni 
Imprawion  npon  Oraat  Britain,  M  Ma,  even  witbont  ■ 
navy,  488;  qHeaUon  taken  on  tha  firat  neolntlon  fbi 
£Ulag  the  ruka  of  tbe  prtaent  army,  and  canlad,  4H ; 
ineation  on  the  agreement  to  the  MCOId  raaohitloa,  ao- 
thoiiiiog  tha  nialsg  aa  addlHoBal  ngolir  ton*,  <84; 


Uvea  and  Ubertlee  by  ten  tbooaand  vagabonda,  who  war* 
lit  (bod  liir  gnnpowderl  184;  It  would  be  Deeesiary  to 
knawthen1t«iorTlBWtoftbe«>mmIttah4U;  torwbat 
pnipoee  are  tb(»  troopa  wanted  1 484 ;  tbe  gentleman 
WH  a  member  of  the  commlttaa.  ud  attendfd  lU  alt- 
tinge,  484;  It  la  dao  to  tbe  committee  lo  explain  tbelr 
coaduet  in  the  onuet,  4M ;  BepnbUcena  ahould  remem- 
ber that  a  fiiw  ye^n  ago^  a  aet  of  men  who  held  ^Hbrent 
poUUcs,  bold  the  rein  of  GOTenment,  489 ;  It  yonr 
mlDda  are  reaolied  on  war,  yon  are  iUll  BepabUcana, 
489;  what  are  we  sailed  npon  to  decide)  Itia  whetbar 
we  will  realit  by  Ibree  the  attempt  made  by  that  Ooreis- 
ment  to  inbject  onr  marltlmH  righta  to  tbe  aprldoni 
nle  of  ber  wUl,  4S3 1  war  ia  already  bcgnn,  480;  It  la 
a  qoeeHon  of  peace  or  war,  488;  bow  a 
Bailing  ttaamaelTei  Efpnbllcana,  advocate 
488;  tboaewbooi^oeed  tbe  anny  arc  dent 
tiaana  of  France,  488;  In  1800,  Ihe  Dome 
mended  inlaing  tioape  owing  to  tbe  det^Qvl 
Uonof  tbetronUBn;  yet,thl>npor 
itiongby  theHonae,48Tj  it  la  Indnnated  that  tbe  nui- 
■aare  on  tbe  Wtiiaah  waa  IniUgated  by  the  Britltb  Oot- y 
emment,  481,  Mfa  411 ;  thla  war  ot  emqatat,  fcr  the 
aeqDlaltion  of  terrltoiy  and  mltlccln,  la  to  be  a  new  com- 
mentary on  the  doctrine  that  repnbllgl  are  deetltnte  at 
ambldon,  488 ;  the  war  ^Irlt  1b  gantlamen  fkom  tba 
Soarb,  not  anrprlilng,  488;  gentlemen  avowed  they 
would  not  go  to  war  fi>r  tba  aajrylng  trade,  yat  they 
atlekla  Ibr  onr  commercial  righta,  and  will  go  to  war  ftir 
tbem,  488;  gntKying  to  find  tbe  domorallili«  and 
daatmotlve  conaequenoee  of  tbe  Bon -importation  law 
ai^owledged,4S>;  the  eommittee  haa  ontatrlpped  the 
EieontlTa,  4S> ;  our  people  will  not  aabmit  to  be  taxed 
(or  thla  war  of  conquoet  and  domloion,  488 ;  tbe  defanoe- 
Ieh  atate  of  our  scaporla,  440 ;  danger  ailtlng  from  the 
black  popnlaUon,  440 ;  tbe  aqjnat  and  Illiberal  impnta- 


tblieonntiT,  M);  farther  debate 441;  then 
the  Brlliab  from  their  Neith  .^na 
granting  letten  of  marque  and  rapiltal  againat  Great 
Britain,  an  eantemplated,  Ml;  Ibr  tbe  flnt  time  there 
BOenu  to  be  but  one  opinion  witb  the  great  m^oilty  of 
thla  body,  that  war  with  Great  Britain  la  lneTltable,441; 
we  moat  now  oppoee  her  f  artbar  eneroacbmebte  by  war, 
or  fifrmally  annql  the  Declaration  i^  Indapendenee,  441 ; 
tbe  Canadian  Frencb,  448;  wby  are  theyto  be  deqOaadt 
148;  II  baa  been  denied  that  Britiab  inflnenc*  had  any 
i^ncy  In  the  mawcre  on  the  Wabaah.  448 1  onr  idantlty 
with  tha  people  and  instltutlouetOraat Br1tala,M4! 
tbe  Uea  of  rellgton,  langoaga,  blood,  aa  it  regard!  Great 
Britain,  are  dugaroni  tlee  to  tbli  ooontry,  witb  bei 
piMent  hoatUe  dijpoaltlon,  444;  tbe  military  ngslar 
lOnaa  bare  been  ealied  meroenarlea,  44a ;  It  I>  a  qaaatioa 
(fwar  or  aabmlBlon,44B;  ills  contended  that  It  la  a 
dlipate  aboal  the  canytng  trades  448;  tbe  eanying  tnda 
la  aa  mucb  tbe  right  of  the  American  people  aa  the  car- 
rying tbe  prodBcta  of  their  awn  aoU,  and  la  aoenred  by 
the  Biltlth  treaty,  448;  tbe  maieacre  on  theWaUM^ 
448 ;  tbe  prlndplea  that  ought  to  goreni  dvlUiad  na- 
tiona,  have  at  all  timea  been  dlarcprdad  by  the  oOeeia 
and  agent)  of  the  Brltlah  GovenuBant,  448 ;  meroanarj 
objecta  ahonld  BOt  be  aacrlbad  to  genUamen,  aa  moHvaa 
tor  tba  war,  448;  the  report  mcua  nothing  bntwaior 
empty  meaaoe,  44T ;  tha  grntlamaa  Axm  Ylrglnia  la  In 
error,  throDgblbadvertancy,  ormlatake,44T;aBieBaeln( 
ayitem  haa  nothing  to  commend  It,  44IimenaeeaalKHild 
be  reaortei  lo  with  aa  much  aantlon  and  aerlonviaa  aa 

war  itiel^  and  ahonld.  If  not itiil,  be  InvniUUj 

followad  by  It,  448 1  an  addltloaal  Ana  b  a  DUMU*  «tI- 


..LjOO^IC 


740 


we  do, 
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Huhtow,  Pact,  «*aVtiT  tt  tba  Hmrj,  UUu  to  Lleol 

zmat,Bn. 

BaMlU«*,llft^iialm  q^  In  the  Houa,  raport  m  tba  petl- 
Uoi  (TBIliibatb  HunUtoB.  Ill;  rapoitftmnUMcltUu 
(f  tba  patmoMr  on  gioanda  oTcqnl^,  bat  dwteM  tbej 
an  burad  bf  tha  ititnla  of  HnltaUoDt  and  ODght  sot  b> 
ba  gnolad,  lift;  tha  lata  Gan,  Hamilton  bad  no  dalm 
00  Uw  9oT*naMDt  udar  tb«  nMlothn  sf  a*  ddCon- 
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with 
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ported  InU  the  Ualttd  Btitu,  SU  i  Fiu«  did  h  nn 
ItoF  wUctt,  30& ;  thli  aDHDdmeDt  [Ht>posu  to  repeal 
boD-mtarsoiiru  aet.  nicludlng  the  menliudlie  of  Qi 
Brltiln.  11111011811  Fruee  hu  »  repnled  bar  edlctg,  i 
Orot  Brltdn  luu  not,  MO;  thli  lis  direct  tnweh  of 
ftll^MS;  Ui>eieBuli,tliitlthgPreeid( 
t4  issue  ble  proclunjiUoii,  and  that  the 
FruH  wer«d«epll<e,  MS;  the  PnsldeDt  1>  eiprsBlf 
iBitnicted  by  th> 
bmitian.  869 ;  u  well  nlgfat  tbe  kgltJoucr  dTb  trntf 
be  qDcillaiied  iltar  It  had  t)«Bil  ntllled,  HB ;  bow  sDuM 
the  PreeldcDt  act  a  dlffarant  put  ipon  the  oldeii 
th*  ciue  t  8«  1  ir  thli  diplomatic  •vldfooe  U  not 
Teflfllved,  as  tod  la  pat  to  all  dlplomatlo  InteruartBi 
MS;  If  Oreat  BiltalD  had  mtdt 
ud  the  pTBaldanC  h*d  taken  the  like  caonc,  what  rnnld 
hSTe  bean  laid  bfthaaa  gHUtlemeor  3«£;  thsjr  appmie 
tb*  ^Dclamatlon  Id  the  aaa  of  Oteit  Brllaln,  bol  de- 
mnnce  a  ^mUar  proportion  In  tbe  eaae  of  Pnnoe,  SM ; 
It  la  aiid,  the  non-lntereoona  act  Is  aat  Id  Ibres ;  vhenaa 
do  ftnthiiiiui  deitie  the  pover  to  deelan  an  aoC  of  Con- 
■TCHnotlDfOraitMS;  tha  nioked  decreea  of  Fruca 
an  GDoeldered  by  uma  u  mr 
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ilBConiMil,aMi  w 

hooanba«iapol<.gl.t 

ofFcaiwaor 

Eiiclaiid.wbeDeaDh 

hat  charged  the  other 

with  the  an 

ommereeieu;  while 

eraatBrltal 

Boda  lome  able  ad 

Toolea  Id  thli  Home, 

•ha-lQBod 

00  neoeeiltr  to  r«ln 

aaoarwronmMt 

In  Tiavlng  tb>  eonrae  ■Ucb  baa  be«i  adopt«d  Uile 

•Mdon,ltli 

orprlilDs  Ibal  the  pment  maanire  ahoold 

be  ailed  DP 

IbeProIdaD 

wa.  doped  by  the 

French  Emperor,  and 

of  ilMni.  to  iDdnoe 

thl.  oew  .tlempt  to 

lMt*>ioBthe 

wlth8r«itBntalDfMI;  tbe  laa 

the  Freildeo 

fumlihei  the  moit 

tbatreacherr 

ofBoDap.rt^M7;h 

owhaathePrealdeot'. 

beeo  TerlfledrMS 

Mr.  BuHll 

and  the  Ninr  OrluDi 

packet  nmal 

thli   daT.8«S:  after 

thirtiwidar. 

arihedeciruwaaor- 

an.d,888;a 

tat«ntnt  beft,™  Ibelt 

•7*1,  win  ge 

nUemen  awert  that 

the  decree!  were  n- 

TokedTWS; 

bad  OD  tbe  part  of  Franoa  t  MS ; 

lure  either  Fiiiic«  or 

Qreat  Britain 

compiled  with  the 

eondlUont  m;  moit 

tUi  laeTlBea  bi  nude  in  order  to  bolster  ap  the  Pregl- 
deot's  proolamatloD  »  premitDTFlj  lisaedF  M0;  lithfs 
an  hoDeat  Bantnlltrto  rsTlre  the  reatrietlTe  sjitem 
against  Orsat  Britain,  while  tbe  French  deeraea  are  still 
In  fcreef  M9 ;  (ha  preeeot  measnre  Is  iDteaded  as  a  prs- 
piUatorj  sacrlfiiie  to  eondUata  Hipoleon,  M9  J  UK  esloo- 
llted  to  pnidnoe  this  eSeetlMt;  a  vie*  of  the  eoune 
which  has  b«en  pnrsaed  can  answer,  M9 ;  tbe  imend- 
ments  oantemplale  the  oonUDninee  and  eDforcemeDt  of 

ulnlitrUloD  has  oondeaoended  to  develop  their  poUoj, 
■n;  the  ptopoaltloa  eontalDed  In  thaae  amendmenU 
has  relation  to  the  moat  mnDuntoiu  »d  uoat  eleraled 
oC  ODT  lefliLatlTe  obUgatloiH,  STl ;  tbe  Datore  aod  eSecta 
ofthleeominercliilreetilotlTeajitanianDa  longer  mat- 
ter of  speoolitloD,  S71 :  enl/  a  word  on  111  uture  neees- 
■irj,  S7 1 ;  tbe  STStem  conulned  Id  the  law  of  Her,  ISIO. 
and  March,  ISO),  li  l^Jarlani,  li  not  Bicil  In  ita  Datnre. 

•ithtr  belllgeten^  811 ;  who  waa  arer  Um  Mend  of  non- 


onld  therefore 


I  abandoned,  STS;1 
ir  blth  b 


wecsonut  abandon  II,  for  our  blth  Is  plighted,  STl ;  U 
anr  inch  Iklth  plighted  I  If  ao,  whoDce  did  It  arlsal  SH; 
nnder  tbeaotof  Mar,  181D,8iS;  wbatleltBcbaraeteraitd 
the  obllgitloDi  arising  nnder  iti  SIS;  the  obllgMloiB 
■rlia  DDder  a  ecrtalD  aeetlon,  STS;  dlresUd  of  tcabnlaal 
eipreislon,  II  prorlde*  that  a  oew  coiomercla]  oonditlon 
•hall  roalt  oa  tbe  octatreDce  of  A  certain  bet,  which 
Ihct  the  Prctidenl  shall  declare.  818;  the  lerma  oar  ad 
propcaed  was  the  modlfloatlon  or  reTocstlon  of  cvrtalk 
edicts;  thl  effect  to  t«  produced  wu  that  thlt  reroO' 
tlon  or  modiacatlon  ihoold  be  snch  aa  Chat  th«a  edleM 
shonld  "ceaee  to  violate  onr  neutral  commeice.'' SIS; 

to  an  boDurable  fOlOlDieDt  or  acceptance  ot  onr  tannal 

the  propriety  of  the  proclamation,  8TB ;  baa  the  fkot  oa- 
enrred  f  STS ;  tbla  point  eianilaed  with  regard  lo  Fnne^ 
8I«;  latter  of  the  Doe  de  Cadore  eumined,  874;  pnlBl 
of  honor  to  be  saved  to  Franee,  8TA;  how  was  Great 
Britain  b>  aee*da  to  the  terms  ?  3Td ;  the  declaration  Oh 
tbe  part  of  France  fDitber  eumlned.  SIS ;  the  Eaot  moat 
be  doDe  and  tbe  eO^C  prodoced,  hot  the  terms  of  that 
act  mnit  be  eiorpted,  870;  the  pmBtr  wa  mad*  wia 


rlnn*    belllgerei 


poller,  STt  I  Isltpi 
the  pollc)'  of  Fru 


o  point 


1  utonUu  lk«ni  tbe 
the  FreDch  mean, 
Bonaparte'!  plan  of 


V  p/opoaed  la  re 


suDtr;  before  and  slMe 
e  natoreof  tble  Cadof«  poller 
Is  lo  be  discovered  In  the  character  of  BcinapartA,  VTT; 
ItlalmpaalbletoreaioD  with  Iboae  who  danr  that  tb« 
decree!  now  eilM.  STT;  the  act 
paired  br  do  obligation,  8TI ;  the  p 
vniable  mament  Ibr  the  ahsodonment  of  these  reatrto- 
tlona,  8TT ;  the  edicts  of  the  President  are  fkr  more  de- 
testable to  tbe  merchants  than  those  of  France  or  Gaorga 

keeplog,  818;  wbr  not  give  the  same  nredenee  to  tb* 
letten  of  the  Doke  Df  Usssa  aod  (he  Due  de  Gaete,  aa 
wonld  be  given  to  a  latter  Item  the  Chancellor  ot  Ule 
Exchequer  In  Orest  Britain  T  813;  about  to  ehntnp  Iha 
ODlr  aienae  to  onr  commercial  hope,  It  is  said.  818;  thla 
point  examined,  SIS:  eitracta  DflettenfromUveipool, 
SIS;  one  gentleman  willing  to  snirender  the  eanrinf 
trade  to  Great  Britain,  818;  thim  clsssee  of  rour  dll- 
xena  lo  be  provided  for  as  contemplited  In  the  provl^ 
lou  of  thli  bill,  sn;  ant,  sequeatraUons  In  Franw, 
Spain,  Italr,  dK. ;  secood,  thoao  who  have  tailed  to 
Fruoe  under  the  bich  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore'i  tettar ; 
third.  Importers  of  British  manoaietDns,  8T> ;  It  Is  to 
be  hoped  tbe  dme  la  not  hr  distant  when  we  ihall  ataeit 
ud  defend  nor  right*,  STV ;  are  we  prepared,  after  hav- 
ing been  Insulted,  robbed  and  deceived  br  tbe  Fmoh 
Emperor,  to  follow  the  example  of  pettf  aervlie  staCai, 
and  throw  this  people  into  (he  embrmeog  of  that  moiH 
Blrrl8I>;  principal  object  of  Uu  amendment  to  tana* 
tbe  non-lDleroDune  of  18Dt,  so  br  as  respects  OrMt 
Britain.  SIR ;  the  amendment  to  inipend  tbe  whole  r» 
strlotlve  srstem  should  be  adopted, STB;  this  unend- 
meni  ehingei  the  poaltlan  reoommonded  br  the  Eieea- 
tlve,  bol  not  mocb  more  than  tbe  bill  with  tbe  amend- 
ment under  eonildention,  ai»;  tbli  bill  wunld  biv* 
been  scouted  at  the  production  of  a  madman  prevlOM 
to  tbe  reign  of  Uoniparte,  8S0 ;  we  have  conelaalTe  evl- 
denoa  that  the  edicts  are  not  so  revoked  that  Iheli  opa- 
V>  880 ;  bow  are  we  lo  eauaa  oar 


ration  ceased  on  that  d« 


nGoogle 


nGoogle 


tUtlDMinmr  111; flnuiH pMolluIr  nqnldls  at  thli 
tints  lU ;  moaaa  to  itrlke  ODt  loM,  114 

Jn  tkt  AihU*.— AmskdBWBt  to  Ih*  ut  ^IU*d,  pnr- 
pOTting  to  •ittnd  it  to  ill  pDb11«  irmtd  tmhIi  until 
BtodUM  bj  Uftj,  IIB ;  ■  BtomHj  to  oonddar  the  lu))- 
jHt  utocs  rnm  thn  UmltitJoii  of  miiln  Hctloa  of  Ui« 
act,  IIS ;  thii  aitaiiiloD  ihoold  tuve  been  nude  at  tlis 
iMt  HirioB.  U« ;  It  li  mcnlj  •  insnidpd  pnpadUan. 
llCoTsrtDni  or  the  Brttlth  ablHt,!!*;  iuiUto  »f 
NiMlii(  tlM  tfgrtmloa  of  Fnnot,  lIRj  rMuu  wh^ 
Diodlflathnu  ihonld  tw  iHda  bj  tntj,  tl«;  Oml 


it,l«L 


fiDuia  act  olhnd:  191;  UU  tram  U 

aod  uuDd  flntAlB  parU  of  Ik*  aet  t 

esana  eoiuidtred,  lU;  what  led 

BiltUh  TWlir  tin  altaok  on  tl 

■hall  the  meann  ot  hoiUUtr  be  eontlDnod  aRat  the 

wue  baa  bwn  doiw  m^nj,  ICl ;  Ibe  IstwilJoUan  of  the 

act  wu  flnmdaA  on  the  rlolatloB  or  our  rlghti  bj  the 

belUgereati,  lU ;  the  hoitUltr  eeaaeA  wbiD  the  act  wu 

paHtd.  IBS ;  it  wH  D«t  the  act.  m ;  npoo  the  paiaage 

lU;  the  qoeaHon  liwhal  refoluloD  ahall  be  made  le- 
■pKtlBK  pnbtle  thipa,  IM;  ahaU  wa  eiolnda  both— ad- 
iiitlbath,ar  dlaerimlBattfl  IM;  England  baa  madt  »■ 
paratlon,  IM ;  the  froond  va  have  takrn  In  raqwot  to 
Fna»  Md  England  nriewed,  IM ;  the  ijntam  pnpoaed 
U  one  of  ImpaitliUIf  to  tbs  belligerent  poven  of  Eu- 


9,  US; 


UC;  do 


lend  a  raeatDre  &TOTlng  Great-Britain, 
>rr  ponlbia  ItutlHstJon  that  can  be 

wlib  to  gala  the  adTantaea  of  nnion 
aj  enry  pretext  fbr  tbe  violation  of 
Toni  righti,  IW ;  did  oat  this  bill  place  tta*  two  belU- 
^erenta  on  equal  iboUngf  IN;  atatc  of  the  continent. 
IM;  It  li  Hid.  we  ihonld  not  dlaerlmlnate,  for  Fnnos 
ha  no  pnhlle  armed  Tcaseli,  IH;  II  la  ml  omulrtent 
«tth  anr  boior  and  dignllj  to  admit  Freneh  iblpa  with- 
in ODi  walen,  IBT ;  If  we  an  at  peace  with  Onal  Brit- 
lla  an  tbcy  aiitltl«d  to  all  the  righta  of  hoapllalltf  one 
naUoniuibowtoawtheTf  1ST;  thli  bOl  la  a  oonisea- 
tf  OB  to  Oreit  Britain  and  la  not  a  bcaUUIr  to  Fnno^ 


T  131 ;  1 


[iJeopardlK 
)  her  pnbllc 


whieh  would  require  a  dlaerlmlnatlon  aa 
TMwkFlU;  the  bUI  itiDBld  b«  pannl  is  Ito  preaent 
ftinn,  anr  malertal  alteration  will  oaua  It  to  be  I«t,  and 
Una  will  end  all  that  ba*  taken  place  between  thU  eoim- 
trj  and  Qreat  Britain.  1D6 ;  purport  of  th«  amandment 
propoaed.  IAS;  admlailon  of  Engllih  and  eielnalon  of 
Fnnch  nhlpa,  tsa ;  canee  of  the  Interdict  oT  Brltlah  Tea- 
aeli,  IW ;  tbere  baa  been  no  aatlehctorr  adtnstment  of 
au  dlBcnltlu  with  Great  Brilaln,  ISS;  pmccedlnp 
adopted  to  obtain  a  direct  queatlcn  on  tbe  tLat  araatld- 
,  ment,  lOft;  a  praeedent  fnmlthed.  Utt ;  moTad  to  ag- 
dDde  both  French  aad  En^labTaiaala,  IM;  loat,IU; 

lad  iboold  be  recoierabla  after  the  act  had  eipli^  110. 
A  dlaorlmlnatlon  ahonld  ba  made,  fbr  one  nation  haa 
compllad  witb  the  condltlou  of  the  non-lntereoaTte  act, 
vblUt  tbi  other  haa  not  ohanged  bar  poalUon,  IW ;  the 


haa  panttd  the  Senate 


n  nigotlailona,  IW;  lUa  bill 
ilmoDilT,  l€l;  Ibla  bill  doea 
u  of  pollejr.  161 ;  it  la  aaldi 
thli  bill  I*  conaldcrad  le  comportlog  with  tbe  Tiewi  of 
the  EiecnllTc,  HI ;  nothing  doe  fer  any  boon  Oreat 
Britain  haa  given  na,  18S ;  what  Is  tha  daclantlon  of  tbe 
British  mlnlaterri«9;  dllBcBlttosar  whatotherajttain 
would  be  proper,  ISI ;  bill  passed.  ICB. 

In  Ue  iSnuta-'HaTe  been  Ihr  jean  conteDding  agalnet 
the  tjrann;  of  the  ocean,  and  pledged  minelvca  to  the 
world  nottc  Dmndrr  onr  righli,  171;  war  pre Ibrable  to 
Ignominious  peace,  ITT ;  what  are  the  meant  Ibr  carrj. 
Ing  OB  war!  IH;  It  Is  eald.  no  object  la  attainable  bf 
war  wItb  Qreat  Britain,  ITI;  It  will  deprin  her  of 
thoee  auppllea  cf  raw  materials  obtained  mm  tUa  cona- 
tff,  1T8;  It  will  reproduce  and  cheris 
■pirit  In  SI,  ITS ;  tbls  blU  It  a  total  d. 
oppcalCloo  to  tba  edlott  of  tbe  beOlgerei 
to  reeonunit  tti*  blU  lost.  ITS. 

Qoatlon.  shall  the  Senate  adhere  to  tbe 
17» ;  tbalBUraiU  of  the  eonnttj  reqnlrc 
ahall  ba  fLnallf  acted  upon.  ITV;  committee  of  oonf^ 
ence  appointed,  Vn ;  report  and  the  qqeetlan  to  adhcir, 
190 ;  »Tlaw  of  the  cmuaa  that  led  to  the  meaautes  of 
ttala  goTemment,  ISO,  ISI ;  It  la  belter  fbr  Congress  to 
liie  and  do  nothing  than  to  do  that  which  will  onl;  la- 


nerdal 


juantit 
subject 


■•el«i,lB 


Jaoemk,  F.  J.,  bis  dnolar  to 

JaoDOH,  JoBii  a.,  Bepreienl 

1ST ;   in  IhToc    of   Imme 


Jf  CoBgl 


nin 


at  Britain  and 


MaiaachBsetts,  IOC  ;  both  to  pcetp< 

ecBtlTe,  lU ;  on  noD-laterconrse  with 
Fiaaca,  ua.    Bit  Indta,  rola  1. «,  8. 

Jaoaaon,  BiosaaD  S.,  BcpresentitlTC  from  Bhode  Island, 
gI,lM,187.  8I1.U4.  SIT;  on  aobmlHlon  to  the  lalu 
'edlcla  of  Eaglaiid  and  Fnuwe.  Si. 

JaUt  qf  StaU4.—Stt  Tmdaa,  Tol.  1. 

TBitoii.  Thoiui,  meataga  aa  Prcaldent  at  a  Sd  seaidan  of 
lOth  CoBgnaa,  S ;  (MnUng  priiUege  eonferred  on,  tS ; 
(alia  extra  seaslcn  of  the  Banata.SS:  rcanlla  of  bis  admlB- 
Islntioti,  luU,  114 ;  ftanking  piiTlIege  gianled  to,  119. 
8u  tniUm,  Tola.  1, 1,  S. 

Jnmn,  Boain,  BapnacEtatlTe  tnm  FcnnsflTBola,  8T, 
lU,tOli,nil.    dsa /wfa,  nU  g. 

nmot.  JananuK,  Delegato  from  Indiana  Territory,  1ST. 
SIB,  4HI,  ETT ;  on  ralstng  mounted  rangera,  SSO. 
man,  BioBaaD  H.,  Bepreaentatlvc  from  Kentuehr.  St, 
IK,  1ST,  SIS,  US,  bIT :  on  fornlgn  relations,  M ;  on  non- 
Intemnne  with  Qtml  Britain  and  Fnnoe,  IbT ;  sup- 
ports petWonofElliaheth  Hamilton.  HS;  InbTorortha 
admission  of  Mlarisslppl.  B9S ;  on  fbrelga  relatlans.  Ml ; 
■gainst  a  naTal  ealahUahmant,  <8S;  on  the  limit*  of 
LouiilanB  as  a  Btata,  S2S ;  oSBra  a  reaolntion  to  rdu 
monnted  ToloBtteia,  Ha    St  I»dm,  toL  & 

Jam*.  Ju»B.  hla  Uttar  to  Uie  Becretarj  of  tha  Narr.  BtEL 

JonB,WALTD,  KepmaBtatlTa  from  Tlrgiulv  ST.  ISO,  IS^ 
I*.    Sse /oife^  Tola.  1,  & 

JadMary  Bfttm,  bill  to  amend,  read  twice,  SI,  81.  A* 
/•ui«,ToLl. 

Judgt4.  ftiUrat,  n 


nGoogle 


nGoogle 


nundmsQC  propvaBd  to  tli«  tvfBrDDfl 


b7  itUBto,  wbit  th*  eo 

to  aafcre*,  4ST  j  i 

41T ;  propar  oiHMiRa  aid  noi  msd  uua  c 

nonmua  of  munini  ar  OH*  Usd,«n;  i 

<aiTiad,417.    A*  Aufwi,  toU  ^  1. 


UujlJlT,  Sumai,  Sautor  IKhd  Ptnnijlmili,  S ;  redgss 
U*  Hit  In  Saute,  S&    Sm /ndM,  Tola. 

Maooi,  HiT> jiniL,  Bci>HHiUUTa  trom  Nortli  Cunliiu, 
M,  lis,  191,  Sit,  4U,  STT 1  offan  raulatloD 
tlia  «](padlaiicj  of  coatlnolog  tha  ambar^ 

leu  priunara  ia  Oartha^na,  K}  on  tha 
■nslsg  of  th*  psbUa  laatsbi,  sa  J  on  u  aitn  aaialo 
KM;  on  soostlDg  bluk  ballott  13S;  deollDaa  to  b* 
o^ldiU  Kit  tha  Bpukanlilp,  IK ;  on  an  Inqnliy  ruL 
llTt  to  pTOHantiona  nndar  tba  BtdlUon  L*w,  laS,  131 
«n  tha  Battnn  at  Hair  Orltaaa,  Itf;  on  SOB-tntarconna 
vllh  fliMt  Brtttln  ud  FwuM,  1«0; 
af  oartaln  ana*  on  amlgnuta  from  Cnba,  IM ;  oppoaoa 
poatponemcnt  of  tha  raaotatton  nlatli 


•ulatlDti,  SIS ;  on  tha  admlialoD  at  the  Terrllotr  of  Or- 
laana,  aa  ■  Stale,  811.  BU;  on  wmmenilal  inUreaiina 
Tltb  Franea  and  Oieat  Britain,  SW;  on  lijlDg  id- 
dltloDil  dDtl«a,  191 ;  as  ■  QTurtemtaatai'a  DapartinenC, 
<II ;  on  tha  Britlib  intriguaa,  BIS ;  on  tha  Suta  Umlta 
«f  lUulaalppl,GiS;  on  moda  of  rellar  or  Canacu,  tH; 
on  pa^  of  tha  amijr,  DSB ;  on  tha  LmprUonmtDtof  Amer- 
Icu  asaman,  DM;  on  an  additional  mlUtur  brea,  SIB ; 
on  an  addlUoul  milltur  farea,  (Tl    £tt  InOat,  toLi. 

i.»,a 

Haddou,  Jabu,  Ua  letter  aa  Seeretuj  of  Stale,  on  tha  ob- 
ject of  tha  Marat  appropriation  fDr  fbral^  Intanonraa, 
W;  elected  Praaldaot  In  1808,  «T;  nombei  of  Tolea  l^c, 
at  PmldauC,  %^ ;  numhar  or  vote*  fbi,  la  Vice  Praal- 
dant,  IT ;  flnt  Inmgonl  or,  88 ;  letter  to  the  BenaU  on 
Iha  time  oT  taking  tha  oath  orotHot,M;  Aral  meaaiga  to 
Oongreaa,  1S7 ;  meaaasa  to  fliat  Beaaios  or  Twairth  Con- 
graaa,  Ml ;  hla  Uueage  at  aeoond  BmHod  oT  Twallth 
Concnaa,Mn;  aleotBd  PratJdent,fiIl,  ,Sh /mfao^  Tola. 
1,1 

lUsniis 
add 

KMlvni 


I.  Pitum,  choaaa  elorfc  of  the  Hooae,  IW ;  elt 
rkofthg  Hoaaa,U5.    Sta  India,  toLK 
I,  Allah  B^  Scutor  from  Lanlilani.  DM. 
I,  FitiroB,  Serator  ftom  Bbode  laland,  U,  i: 


Xartttmt  Dtftnet,  bill  nlitlTa  to,  read  twiea  In  Sanita. 

41B. 
Uauoh,  Boiiar,  BapreaentatlTa  from  South  Oarollna,  ST, 

US,  IST ;  en  the  remlMlon  of  oertalo  floaa  on  amlgnnCa 

from  Cnba,  ISa,  IH.    8tt  Indtm,  toL  S. 
Habball,  J^  latter  to  Ur.  King,  Ml  £h  Adao,  Tola.  1,  & 
iraryhKui.  vote  fl>r  PrealAant  In  IS08, 17 ;  In  ISIl  DT8,  Til. 
JRlaaiUUaalta,  Tote  Ibr  Prealdent  In  IBOS,  3T ;  In  IBll,  GTS. 

Til  I  TaaolaUoB*  nlitlTe  to  •  >u  with  Qieat  Briton, 

to. 

Itivmn,  Jmiah,  BepreaanlatlT«  from  Haw  Tork,  81.    Set 

£a<IaB,ToLl 
Hatsu*,  Jakb,  appointed  8ar)[aaut.at-inna,  bj  tha  Sen- 

ala,t;  sboaan  SergetDt-atHirmaoriha  Srnittslll. 
llATTHm,  TnanT,  BapraiantitlTe  ftom  Heir  Tork,  IH, 

ICATTBawtoK,  Elusa,  Btnitar  froiu  Bhoda  lalaad,  S,  lit, 

lW,Ki(l.    Su  ArfM^  TOl.  S. 
Hazwill,  QiOKSi  IX,  BepnaentWiTe  tnm  New  Janay,  41& 


lloCkiT,  WlLUAM,  Bepraaentatlva  from  Vlrglnkt,  4U,  SIT. 

UoCmiT,  WiLLiAH,  tiepreaeoUllTe  from  Maryland,  Sfl; 
pFwnla  petition  or  dtliena  oonfined  In  the  Jalla  at 
CarttiageDa,  South  Amarlca,  S7.    St  Indae,  toL  I. 

UoKii,  BiHUli.,  Bepreaentattve  rrom  Kantookj,  ItB,  ISI, 
8IS.UG,SS0;  oBhrelgn  nlatlou,  4St;  agalnita  Dnial 
eatabllahmant,  484 ;  on  the  bill  lifing  an  embaiso,  SM  J 
on  an  Ucreaae  of  the  NaT;,  WO. 

UoSia,  ALniABSii,  Bepra»ntall>e  fhiin  Uarrland,  1U, 
IBS,  810, 4M,  sri ;  pretwnta  peUUon  of  American  prlaon- 
eaalnCaithitnna,14l;  on  Mlranda't  Eipadltlon,  141; 
on  the  Torpedo  oxperlmeot,  ft90;  on  radnollon  or  tha 
Nary,  tST ;  on  dlabandlng  tha  luaaler  commandaota  In 
tha  Havj,  Ml :  In  IhTor  of  the  admlulon  of  Ulialaalppi, 
S99 ;  on  pilntair  po^aloD^  TM. 

UcKuiLn,  WiLLiAK,  BapniHntiUTa  from  Virginia,  SIS. 

Jfaddla  ana  PrUe  Mmvy,  tat  the  oOlcara  and  erair  oT  th* 
Conatltnlion,  rapottod  on,  MS. 

MidUtrrmum  JVadt—Stt  Indm,  Tol.  1 

Hkm,  Bnoui  JoiATBAH,  ][.,  Senator  from  Ohio,  M,  US, 
IM;  THigna  hU  seat  In  tha  Senate,  iSL 

Jttntorlal,  from  eltiiana  of  New  York  ralatlTa  to  the  em- 
baigo,  Ao,  41S ;  ranurka,  414. 

KiHMa^  a  firat,  Beport  on  the  eatabllahmant  ot  tit. 

M—agi  al  Fraaldant  Joffarun  at  awond  Saealon  of  tba 


M;of  Prealdent  Madlaon  i 


on  of  £leTentll 
Congraaa,  117;  orPreflldent  Uadiaon  at  aecobd  aeBeion, 
EleTenth CoDgmn,  in;eommnnleatlnge1nntar ofP.  J. 
Jackaon,  1*8;  with  report  of  Becistirj  of  State  relatlT* 
to  Tombl^bee  and  Alabama  ri  rera,  318 ;  oTPrMldent  Madl- 
aon at  third  SeagloDor£laienthCongTeaa,I91;eonfldeEi- 
tlal  ftom  the  Prealdent  to  tha  Sonata  Id  aeeral  Kialan, 
811 ;  ralatlTa  to  rapinUon  fbr  the  attack  on  the  IHgnta 
Cheaaptake,  408;  lelatlra  to  the  hittlg  of  Tlppeoino^ 
40S;  and  docnmenta  relatlTe  to  the  hoatlla  piolloy  of 
Great  Britain,  404;  on  tha  Hndaao  BlTOr  and  Lake  On- 
tario Canal,  4M;  ralatlTa  to  Brltieb  Intrlgnat  to  dl*. 
member  the  Unlan,  408;  relative  to  a  temporary  em- 
bargo, 410;  ralatlTe  to  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe,  408; 
irlth  pTDOeodlDp  of  a  conTeDtlon  In  Orteana  Territory, 
SOS;  do.  with  doonmenta  reliUfa  to  Britlab  lalllgaea, 
808;  ralatl re  to  an  embargo,  544;  on  aflUn  with  Great 
Britain,  tAX;  and  docnmenta  ralatlTa  to  Florida,  US; 
Annnal  toboth  Bonafeof  Congreaa,  86T;  oommnnlcat- 
Ing  tha  oaptnra  oT  tha  Macedonian  and  Frolic,  8T0 ;  and 
documsBta  relatlTe  to  the  aapturo  of  Brttlah  Tiaiala  on 
LakeEria,BTl;  oonimanlcatlnge^itnrMaBddaatmctlon 
of  the  JaTa.  Sit ;  with  docamantarelatlie  tolheaptnr* 
of  the  frigate  UacedoDlao,  NT;  relative  to  cooduct  oT 
Britlab  ofllfiarf  to  persona  taken  In  American  armed 
aMp«,«oe;  ralatlTa  to  Imprraaad  aeaman.  708;  rebllra 
to  the  capton  of  the  frigate  JaTa,Tl<;  ralatlTo  to  Um 
Ordera  In  Conndl,  TIT. 

JTaaaofaa,  Pntid*iMal—St«  In^ia,  toIi.  1,18. 

MnoALr,  AmiTAE,  BepreaentatlTe  thHo  Now  York,  41^ 


on. 


y^ 


BR,  Sen 


iMigfa,  11 
ih  of  tha  Senate,  ST.     Set  Indmi,  t< 


1  Pre- 


IL,  Bepraaentallra  tima  Tenneaew,  ISC^ 
187,818;  on  theadmlaaloB  of  tba  Territory  or  Orieaoa 
aaaBtata,SK 

Hauary  rant,  adHtUmal.—Sit  Army. 

IBMaiy  Aead*mv.—8»*  /»f(Bt  TOL  1 

JHKMa,annIngandcIaWncorisoutderad,TOe.  Si*  Indta, 
ToLl 

Hiufoi,  WiLLiAii,  BaprMantaUr*  Oom  PeniuylTanla,  88^ 
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BXMt  BffKtiu]  protoetlni  to  onr  HiportA,  BT;  hoirei 
■r  Kml]  our  iwt«1  Pace  It  ffauDM  not  be  Dndarnlntd, 
•T;  amr  wlUi  Gnat  BilUln  oonid  bg  oviltd  ob 
hjUgCm^Bf  her  tl«de,«T;  EC  we  hwl  *  utj  It  < 


«  oTtha  wtiola,  M,  i 

~  !•  but,  K 


light  to  jaif  at 

from  ftftow  bflt-KlUnf  fHj{itefl,ftS;  vhkt  d«ftonoa  k  ftv 
Mgmts  wonld  b«  nuld  Dot  ba  andMMaoiI,  (8 ;  oor  powu 
of  weTdDD  !•  nal  an  tha  anu,  *g ;  mflldtnt  STldeDoa 
la  iMarj  ts  wim  tli*  United  BMm  igiliut  ■  UTil 
IbTM,  M ;  (kala  baulBg  on  tha  aaa,  M ;  *(»naiii]i  li  good 
tn  ttme  of  peace,  bnt  sot  ftir  war,  M;  It  fa  abaqkliig  doo- 
triiH  that  tlilg  eaoatir  ongbt  ta  hart  a  naTj  eosipetant 
to  eope  with  a  detachmMit  of  Uh  Brttlah  imty,  M; 
■uglaBd  now  Ml*  uUtru*  of  tht  emu,  M ;  la  well  think 

fiB  bn  kII,  u  of  balldisg  ahlpi  eikoBgb  to  oppoae  the 
Britlah  BaTj,  *B ;  the  qaeatloD  la  wbatbei  we  wilt  e^ 
IDW  «l<ul  lanlee  the  little  oaTj  we  poatan,  M ;  thoae 
MtenipUDR  ts  atgna  In  bror  of  tbli  Deanira  IbtsIti 
tbgmaelTea  Id  atanrdltlaa, » ;  theaa  abaDnllllei  eipaed, 
M ;  not  weallh  enonth  Id  tbli  whole  natbiB  If  each 
rtHnId  glnUaall,  tomitntalD  odi  righta  a^ut  QttU 
Bt1talii,1in;  attba  doaaof  tba  HeTolDtlonarT  war  we 
tmi  but  ODa  Mcate,  and  the  belt  thlDg  wa  did  wai  to 
flTB  that  awBj,  100;  the  lanlt  at  Saraimah,  100;  would 
H  ba  c«>d  poUef  to  tet  aarmeanaafeaTTjlDiEOii  war  on 
t^  oeean  nt  at  onr  doohit  100;  whjr  then  tboold  the; 
MtbemanDedr  IDOl  tbe  upeDaeot  tbla  maaaon  wUl 
ennpel  Caagnm  to  borrow  Dunwjr,  100 ;  dUadnntagai 
orioana,lDOi  oo  the  eoore  ofproteoUoD  to  trade  It  la 
iroper  to  fll  ont  a  naTj,  101 ;  thli  pnpoaltloD  a  mere 
101 ;  caoMi  an  extanalon  of  £»gntlTa 
ihnuld  be  llmltad,  101;  ODlhloK  In  the 
'el^  mlatloBi  to  raqnira 
the  propria^  of  TaUni 
■ea,101;  ta  Idt^ob. 
•foiilj  tha  Uft-Uood 
of  eT«Tm*a,llll 

A  Ua  Anm— Bin  to  rednee  the  naral  (brce  read  In 
eommlttee,  MT ;  morad  to  atrlka  out  ao  mnch  a>  pro- 
tUm  tbal  all  the  frlptea  but  three  ihill  be  sold,  tp; 
mored  loatilka  ont  the  wbgle  bhUod.SHj  the  utt 
■hould  be  put  on  tba  nwtliip  of  the  peaco  astabUtlimeTil, 
US;  reform  !n  tha  eipandltDra  dedred,  n§;  other 
amandmenta  propoaed,  3!S;  motloD  to  Imert  Waahln^ 
ton  aa  a  place  tfbr  a  navy  yard  carried,  S20 ;  Indoflfilta 
pattpoDameDt  mored,  ISO ;  withdrawn,  HO ;  qaestlon  to 
atrlke  out  to  mniih  aa  otdsra  tha  lala  of  all  the  gnnhoata, 
S»;  mortifying  towltneia  the  CTenti  nnlbldlagin  tha 
Old  Vorld.  and  the  paralfilng  ■; atem  going  od  In  thla 
BomtlT,  m  1  aoma  ayatam  ghould  ba  adopted  fbr  tha 
protection  of  our  eonunanw,  120 ;  "  millions  for  delbnco, 
Dot  a  oaot  for  trlbnta,"  n» ;  tha  reHela  ihoold  be  Ullad 
ont,  S80;  motion  to  plaoe  the  narj  on  the  footlDg  of 
1300,  MO;  the  ajalem  of  the  naTf  ^arda  reqnlrea  a 
thoroDgh  relbnA,  380 ;  mode  of  eqalpment  referred  to, 
IM ;  a  reform  Id  the  expenae,  not  tha  abolition  of  the 


enoamoat  of  ttM 


Oomwallla,  381;  the  people  of  tha  United  Btitag  an 
degtlud  to  beoome  ■  great  DaTal  power,  tn ;  oljeet  of 
the  preaent  rodoatlon  ta  to  onabla  tha  GoTemment  to 
dlipenag  with  loani  and  taiea,  1S8 ;  nothing  ean  ao  tend 
to  atrangla  tha  InlWnt  Herenlea  of  the  Amerloab  naTj, 
u  the  InjBdtdona  manDer  fh  which  that  power  haa  bean 
atlanpled  to  be  bronght  lalo  action,  >S8;  the  reTenna 
BBoeiaar^  for  a  UTal  eataUlahment  la  fbondad  dd  oom- 
marela]  greatnaaa,  no ;  bet  wa  hare  etianged  and  pa> 
Terted  all  tbli,  MS;  whence  «me  theaa  proeaedlngl 
which  wg  find  t  «g ;  tbe  redaction  wUl  not  do  aof  e^ 
ftetnal  aerrlee,  M4;  eomparatlTe  aipeDaca  of  tha  navj 
nider  the  MTeial  admlnlitraUoDg,  HD ;  eipenHaofthe 
mulneeorpa,  880;  erpenaeaof  tha  nar; /ardi,  SN ;  an'  ^ 
unaloostof  *leamaii,!M;  argomento  eouldcred,  MI ; 
la  It  neeeaaarr  to  oontlnne  thla  aaUbUahment  In  lie 
preientitatattSg;  when  the  United  Btalea  had  fortf 
Mil  afloat  and  tight  thonaud  geaaen,  tber  had  no  narr 
Tarda,  MS;  onr  dntf  to  a«nmaiioa  a  thorongh  iBTegtl- 


iln  of  the  Teaiels,  MS ;  nanl  eqnlpmenla,  tSS ;  motion 
I  atrlh*  ont  ao  moch  aa  orden  the  lale  of  all  the  frlgatu 
ittbre<^liiat,Ha;  easDosnlallTetodUmlaialof  eea' 


HO;  proportion  ofmirlBen  to  acamen,  HO;  who  ar« 
tlw  true  frianda  of  the  Admlnlgtratlaii  f  HO;  KSOttOB 
atrleken  out.  Ml ;  motion  to  amend  ao  aa  to  disband  tha 
mailer  commandanta,  HI ;  reanni  aiked  for.  Ml ;  the 

aaalgned  A>r  the  ereaUoo  of  theaa  offloarh  MS ;  thb 
amendment  called  anbiolwlon  tothg  beUlgerenta,  HS ; 
our  eltDiHon  nqnlna  a  war  apeeoh  agalnat  somebod]i, 
H8 ;  well  If  onr  retaUie  aipendl(iir*>  eontd  be  brought 
back  to  Ifr.  Adanu*  AdmiulitnllOB,  MS;  amendmenta 
proposed,  H4 ;  aare  an  ciptEDdltnrB  of  neat  a  mUUoQ 
dollan,M*;  the  original  blU  In  a  dllforeDt  fiirm.Ml; 

fiReaD  hnndred,  HO ;  thla  retrenebmsBt  In  the  Bav7  will 
end  In  smoke,  MS;  Adama'  AdmlalitntlcD  made  tha 
onlj  rvlbTni  avar  made  In  tha  uaTal  aflCabllahment,  MS ; 
ndaotloD  made  bj  the  aet  of  IBOl,  MS ;  pnxsedlngg  In 
ISOO;  MS;  Authar  dehata,  H«;  anMBdniont  mond,  MI; 
lost,  HI ;  orlgliial  amendment  paaeed,  MI. 

/n  Ue  Stnal*.— tba  Mil  relaUTe  to  an  iDcreaae  of  (b* 
Da*7  mngldered,  400 ;  amendment  propoaod,  anthoriidag 
the  PresldaDt  to  canae  to  be  built,  aa  soon  ai  pontble,  a 
blank  number  of  tHgalaa,  400;  offered  from  a  Mnse  of 
dntj  to  gapport  the  dignity,  protect  the  rlghta,  and  ad' 
Tanoa  the  bait  Inlereila  of  tha  oogBtrf,  «og ;  If  It  be  not 
10  of  tba  Ooremment  to  engage  Id  *d  open, 


actual,  41 


1  atate  uf  dehne 


,.  Google 


OoTfniBUiitr  40T;  wko  «  actt  lBto(*i[<d  li  emn' 
■i*R«;  tiu  tjowtn  of  tbft  vt]fL««.  or  Uii  ibeton,  m 
be\gb^*n  tmijlorcd  In  tbtdr  trdiaiif*  f  40T ;  vxporti  nf 
i>FrlKD  prodncVoDi  conitilqtH  k  Qomtpvrefl  wbtcb  U  l^ 
leglttnuto  oftprlBf  of  war^  uhd  eiplna  with  the  flnt 
dAwnlnp  Drp«>««,  408;  It  liprnHuted  chJrH;  bjcorn- 


BkTja 


*1  fbna  of  Ih 


««tb>ii,«M;  tlmo  frlgitn  v*  M  U  tmfioTfi  >b  d>- 
■tro^Df  tbo  DomnHTTfl  of  thfl  *a«uy,  H^d  Bat  In  l^tlnfr 
bpF  unrtd  ToMclk,  KoordlDg  to  tht  nfnif  DtMlou  of 
tuUamtii.  KM:  Mil  ooiiHnLi^  Uw  Htnt  iMiMlib- 

SalHCtlDD  Wllb  |4S0.nOO;    ■  ^TfAt  qaHtloS,  iDTOlTlDg, 

In  tbli  iDblKl,  to  ■  cDDildnihl.  uleut,  tbe  lIiM  of  ■ 
■pKlo  Qf  nilLoul  dchDH,  tb(  moit  aHiUil  ud  h«i- 


1;  Ibe  I 


n.l,whlc 


o  the 


ID  dm  of*  I 


onr  people.  4IS 

tbalr  rixiiB,  4Ta :  IT  OreU  Brllnln  hud  Dot  the  Cuadu 
•B  oor  border,  how  conld  we  ituek  or  nsIM  her  ?  *IS ; 
the  NuTil  Htablli-bineiiC  hu  breh  too  oneh  Bi^leetiid, 
418 ;  the  Bommlliee  Mt  w^  thlt  Home  wUI  do,  pilB- 
«lp>ll7  towird  iBUtillnhlof  ud  perpelaUlii(  ■  reipeet- 
•blt  unl  fWee.  tor  tbs  pralwUoa  of  the  rigbu  erf  tbi 


reflpvclftblF  ^'B^' 


MtabUsbi 


idlm] 


the  ^undi 

t  lU  enonnoue  erprric  ud  the  ImMUIj 

of  the  BUlo 

to  rpslel  with  effect,  the  <nus(DH  b.™1 

1  Britain.  *T»;  lu  tipcnH  darini;  eichWu 

tn;  lhe»T, 

twice  the  im 
•xptBitie  lb 
pue  tbo  »r. 

UDl  of  oar  eeoaoBilnl  dvU  Uit,  471 ;  kiu 

oe  of  the  >m>T  with  that  of  the  n.r7. 4T« ; 

If  the  eiprn 

«a  iart  bees  ntnTigaat.  there  it  u  op- 

ugfa  eipartcBee,  to  refom  the  abnee,  478  j 

■  BanlfUree 

the  cheapeal  def'Doe,  411 ;  eompare  Itiei- 

tatt*  proposed  la  autncifnt  to  protect  ut  on  oor  owe 
aeafl,  and  defend  oar  porta  aod  barbori  agaJntt  tba  oava 
power  of  Qreal  Britain,  471;  aocb  latbeoplaloa  ofUTa 
mea,  tTO;  a  triple  forte  will  be  leqalred  bj  Ibe  eaem] 
to  pat  blDueir  00  a  fuotlBK  of  aqoalltr  vltb  that  gf  th< 
UBlled8tatM.48aj  the  kreea»Bt  here  miiat  berelleiM 
•T«7  three  moBlhe,  480;  EalUkx  !•  the  onlf  nitabli 
pert  Great  BriUli  hae  OB  tUa  mast.  4S0 ;  natmUcoB 
eepIloB  OB  the  inbjeet  of  the  BrtUih  aaTai  tima,  480 
tbie  foree  eianlnrd,  480 :  onlr  a  Umllod  PDmber  ofahlpa 
ctB  be  dlrrclFd  bj  her  toward!  a  glreo  point,  480;  her 
aeamen,  also,  are  limited,  480;  her  peeoalaFj  icaoBrcee 
An  limited,  480;  what  Bomber  of  Te«eli  U  ibe  prac- 
tloallT  able  to  keep  In  oommitalon  t  480;  same  oppnae 
tbla  bill,  It-It  w*  ehould  becomi  too  great  a  saTal 
power,  431;  bnt  a  bbtjIi  lald  to  be  aDtl-repnbUcao, 

aftoT  the  war  1>  mer.  the  navy  will  remain,  481 ;  the 
atinj  will  be  rtlsbainird,  48i ;  It  l>  laeipedleot  to  eom- 
mefloe  I.  permanent  niral  eetibllehnieDt,  181;  we  are 

OB  the  ooeal^  489 ;  the  eipentcs  of  a  MaTal  aitabllah- 


□HDt  fxoeed  tbe  proAti  whld  arlae  from  the  maiiumDo 
It  proteeta,  (St ;  tbwa  eipaaaea  an  a  aartsoi  ^bjilUm, 
4S>;  what  baa  tbe  saHoD  beuBted  fbr  tbe  paet  Mxw- 
mooe  tiipflBdltura  T  481 ;  4ataJU  of  the  eipcBdton  iC 
tbe  WaebiBgtoa  Havj  Tard.  43;  ■  »tj  will  be  Os 
DHvaof  eidtlBi  ■nuj' wara,  481 ;  eouidertba  Warf 
all  aatloBS  who  ban  been  hmwa  Cor  their  ■■•tea,  4S1; 
Great  Biitala  mnt  alak  DBder  the  heaTf  prumi, 
484;  oar  reiaeU  aaj  0DI7  (end  to  nrall  tho  pnaaU 
eatalogoe  it  the  Biltlah  Strj.  4S4;  amaU  ahipe  an 
pnpet  tat  tbeaenioe  of  tha  United  Stats,  4S4 ;  If  w« 
proceed  to  boild  a  Kaval  aitabUihnieiit,  It  aaj  iflKt 
the  deulnlc*  of  Ihla  oationlQ  th*  Umc  paalnltr,4§t: 
thia  BaUoB  ll  BOl  loe*ltabl)'  d< 


a  wUcheikta  be- 
twMB  n  aad  Ea^aad,  481;  the  object  la  vlaw  k  ■ 
TTdBonB  to  tba  Bnaseea  of  tbe  people  ■•  It  win  be  da- 
MmeU  TC  to  Uu  pt«e  of  the  BatloB.  4SS :  ali»e  the  poUU- 
oJ  reTolatloa  1b  1801,  tba  laesUoB  of  bvlldlas  a  btt 
baa  HTrr  bdbra  beea  preauntcd  dlreetlj  to  the  eouM< 
•ratloB  (rf  CoogrcH,  48« ;  the  Unltad  Slaua  cHHt  mala- 
•ala  a  bbt;  wHbont  oppmaloB  to  tba  gntt  uaaa  at  tba 
eDDUBDBl^  ta  the  perasw  of  tal-gilboren,  49(;  tba 
tjilwn  aa  wall  aa  the  eipeaae  aljeetwl  to.  4e« ;  v€*,4ati 
the  people  wIU  not  aapport  each  a  Baral  oatebUahiBca^ 
4b7;  the  adTocatsa  gfanaij  Bead  Bot  etpact  to  serar 
tbe  defbrmltr  aod  daa^r  of  the  aTBtem,  bj  tcOlBf  the 
people  thej  are  tbe  frlenda  to  (he  protectkin  of  eoia- 
meroe,  487 ;  tbe  dlTUOB  of  acBtlBieBt  ta  the  daleptloa 
from  dlHannt  Btatn,  431;  aear^  Ibr  examplca  Id  aa- 
elant  ud  Bwdera  blater)'.  4ST ;  baa  the  naiy  of  BiitA 
aTer  been  oonflned  to  the  proloeHoD  of  bar  lawful  ^b» 

OBl^a  oofral  right  of  protectloB  witb  other  objtati;  atffl 

hBTS  betD  derated  to  Iti  protection.  488;  Itlaaakedbaw 
we  ehall  eoBteDd  with  a  inatltlma  nUoB,  wttboat  ■ 
BaTj  T  abJectloEH  to  tbe  ol^ect  1b  rlew  aaswtred,  4M\ 

baa  beoD  atraogelr  mUnBdentood,  4S0;  bat  we  bar* 
'determloed  to  defend  It,  4*0;  we  unat  empln;  Out 
cheapoHt  and  matt  efflcacloui  meant  of  hoatnit  j  w«  pa*. 
HH,4ia;  Ifltlambannl  toptotcctfomoieTiebjaBaiT, 
how  mofh  more  eo  b;  an  armj,  wbldi  casta  nun  OaM 
a  naTj,  400 ;  tbe  etroBgeet  recommahdatlDn  of  a  navr  la 
ftte  goTcnuneDti  baa  been  that  It  wai  capable  of  dd^nd- 
Inj,  bnt  not  of  etulaTing,  400 ;  a  oat;,  it  l>  aald,  wooU 
terminate  1b  u  arlalocner  or  a  mlnoritf ,  400 ;  tba  eea- 
BtltQtloB  wai  Ibrmedhj  thennloBof  IndopeBfleAt  Btalc^ 
that  tba  iLmngth  of  tbe  whole  mi^t  be  traplored  fer 
the  protertlon  of  CTerr  part, 400;  u  annr  the  Sbrit* 
can  haia  wlthoot  tba  Union,  bnt  u  adaqoate  aa.rj  tbif 
tuB0t,4M;  the  ti periesea  <tf  tba  world.  4>1;  eipciM* 
of  the  nary,  401 ;  It  li  aaid  oor  reeonreva  are  InanlBcfeBt 
fcr  lla  eqnlpment,  411 ;  the  bUl  embnusee  two  obltutt, 
4n  1  DM  relttai  to  the  repaln  ud  eqatpmeBt  of  tbe 
■blpa  In  Hrrlce;  the  other  coDtamplatea  bDllAi«  Us 

B,Uli 


D,.,iz..i';Lj00glc 


llsbDitDt.m;  thU  proTAd  bf  Id  conoKtloii  with  the 
STHt  mid  (WMotJid  ioUnita  of  the  ooDDti;,  W ;  oDca- 
maree  ^>rliigi  from  out  •giiealtnre,  ud  miut  be  pro- 
t«ct«d,  48S ;  uhlla  Englud  ud  Fiuu  hire  bwn  eiMi- 
tendlng  for  the  muterj,  we,  with  ■  mlldila  unl  Airea 
•ad  strict  neutTMU^f  might  hare  panned  a  fBluAil  tnda, 
48S ;  thli  qaeetloD  miut  hare  u  inautnee  on  our  deetJur 
Ikmnble  IT  deeldad  negulvilj,  ud  idrene  U  deddsd 
aOnilitlTel;,  tW  ;  tbe  coutltutloii  li  not  ImpeniUTe 
with  regud  to  Kfpilkting  «nd  pratecllng  eammeroe. 
4M;  the  pflDenl  pilDcJplua  and  remote  coDMqaeDooi 
upon  which  thli  qautioa  hie  hwn  considered,  IS* ;  haw 
it  <■  proposed  to  protect  commerce,  4W( ;  (Tom  ■  unl 

mUeiT,  tfS ;  the  ploDder  of  half  the  world  h>s  not  sus- 
tained the  British  Uttj,  UK ;  a  dlienltj  of  Dplnlmu 
ias  always  ejlitad  on  this  aut^oot,  4SS ;  aitraordloary 
■■   ■  ■  nablejaalr  


aval  eelabllshmenl 


onrityln 


•  of  ah 


ou  Goremmaat  against  abiiM,  UI;  what  nuirltlma 
Itnnfth  la  It  oipwllant  to  proTlde  for  the  United  Btatea  t 
4n ;  three  dlfTcrent  degrees  of  power  pment  thcm- 
Mlra*,  aj ;  thgsa  degrese  ooasldsred,  07 ;  Tlews  ol 
CotDaTtesBiMS;  iuCt,taa;  vhaC  wm Bill}' In  IIH may 
be  wisdom  now,  4K ;  blank  flUed  with  tl»t),MO,  49S ; 

blank  bu  repairing  with  »«SO,MIO,  It  was  oarrled,  US ; 
qaestlDn  on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  ihe  oonunlttee  to 
atrike  oat  the  section  whTch  contemplated  boUdlng  new 
frlgatea.4m;  the  time  li>au>plcli>oetobeglnaDaTT,«)»: 
ear  ship*  probahl/  fkll  a  prey  to  the  snperlar  foioe  el 
EnglsDd,  4H ;  the  oeoctiit;  and  duty  of  a  sjstsraatlo 
protection  of  onr  maritime  rights  bj  maritime  meana, 

dnloB,  tW ;  the  national  protectlan  of  our 
terests  wlU  be  nndertaken  by  the  States  If 
CoDgreea.  4M ;  the  nature  of  the  Interest  ti 
ed,  and  the  c 


the  Incalltr  of 


of  onr  CD 


le  inUreat,  fiOO ;  It  la  the  Jesdlng  lotor 
one-hair,  and  the  predominant  Intersa 
e-tbird  of  the  Union,  BOO ;  oompadsoi 
I  with  that  uf  Great  Britain,  Ml 
hfslnterest  ekhlblutheiblly  and  mad- 
nsH  ol  Its  neglecU  Ml ;  as  to  the  nature  of  the  proteo- 
UoB,  rights  In  their  nalnre  locil  can  odI;  he  maintained 
where  Iher  exist,  and  not  where  they  du  not  exist,  fiOl ; 


than  gndnnted  hj  the  pi 


dltference  of  opinion  may  arise  touching  the  nature  and 
extent  of  thla  naval  foroe,  SOS ;  Isit  *«aiit  ofpeeonUi? 
or  phfBlaU  capacllrf  NB;  this  policy  will  produce 
oonSdenes  at  home  and  iMpMt  abroad,  MS ;  eBsct  of 
the  opposite  pallor,  S*>B;  anavf  never  had  and  aever 
Mold  protect  onr  oommerce,  DIM ;  tnrj  nation  wbloh 
baa  embarked  In  a  naval  estabUsbment  hH  eveotaaltr 
been  cmsbed  bf  it,  SM ;  the  embamaaments  at  onr 

eataUisbment  proposed  oonld  not  be  supported  but  bj  a 
nlnons  sxpensa,  SM ;  qnestlun  oa  strlklRg  out  oarriad, 
BU ;  amendmenta  offered  to  proonre  a  dockyard,  and  (o 
build  four  M^tes, US ;  do.  lost, SOS )  bUI  otdend  tn* 
third  resdlng,  SOB. 

In  a«  ffMisa.— Bill  from  the  Senate  coneldered,  Cn  ; 
nored  to  add  the  word  '  teen,''  to  "  four,"  making 
IniTtMn  gunshlpa,  SM ;  tlma  to  tij  the  question  whether 


Itand  American  on  the  seaa.  cn ;  Ihur 

saventy.teurs  are 

mere  mockerr,  EN ;  on  easily^  snppon 

snchalbrwfiM. 

00  fcr  by  the  onr. 

rent  of  popnlar  opinion,  B»9;   shon 

i   authorize  that 

rlest  notice,  SM; 

for  what  purpose  are  these  ehlps  t 

be  bnllll  m; 

m;  tbeot^eet 

of  theaa  nsaels,  then,  Is  to  flght  y 

our  battles.  aoO; 

moved  to  strike  out  all  relating  to  sc 

vonty-touIB,  Ml  J 

to  Intnduoe  theae  ships  woold  Qi  tb 

policy  of  a  nary 

upon  the  Government,  «1 ;  scene  1 

the  British  me- 

tropolla.  Ml ;  If  la  view  of  recent  ev 

nts  a  navy  Is  not 

settles  thr  poUey  of  a  navy,  Ml ;  aeve 

nty-fonnascem- 

pared  with  smaller  vtasels  (br  servlof 

KPSj  proteoUoa 

due  to  every  right,  beat  mode  to  effe 

tit, MB;  lmpo> 

tu.ce  ot  a  naval  finoo  attesUd  on 

ecord,  M3  ;  EUt« 

which  we  have  in  the  ease,  MS ;  Is  It 

for  HI  tnhntna- 

onary  wart  SOS; 

defonoe  and  protooUon,  SM :  aoat  oTthe  force,  SM ;  the 
dlffarentklnds  oTvessols proposed,  M4;  the  queetlon  la 
whether  It  la  beet  to  bnlld  any  ships  ot  Ihe  line  or  to 
conllne  onr  efforts  to  frigstea,  U3  ;  the  objects  for  their 
employment  to  be  oonsldered.  tCC ;  ships  better  for 
battle,  frigates  and  sloops  for  cmlsera,  flOS ;  as  we  hav« 
no  pDwerfbl  ships,  England  ca 
all  her 


9ebli>iikaded,«0Si  we  i 


[dtheae  i 


0  strike  < 


cnty-foQ. 


negiUved,  «M  ; 
Insert  frlgstes  and  sloops,  carried,  tut ;  i^ueetlon  on  the 
passage  of  the  MU,  U> ;  a  navy  will  oast  more  ihu  It 
ever  wUI  be  worth  to  tbo  nation,  flOfl ;  m  kind  of  popular 
delnilon  at  this  time  about  a  navy,  (Oil ;  tnrthor  ott|c«- 
tlons,Sia;  b1llpsBeed.<lS.  &e /fxf «,  Tola.  1,  fi,  S. 
S'atii^aUon  Ztivt.-In  the  Koose,  resolutions  relative  to 
vessels  oomlng  from  porta  to 


refer 


I  Comi 


wis  offered,  la 


'setlgaUon, 
character  otthe  pro- 


positions such  as  to  require  it,  183 

permanent  prlnclplea,  to  which  the  nation  may  idher* 

In  every  alternative,  166  ;  nftsrence  carried,  188. 

Ifign/tt,  XidnappiAg  qf.—Sl*  tndm,  vol.  1. 

NIUOH,  Hneil,  Bepresentatlve  from  Vliglnla,  <H  STt ;  on 
mlea  and  orders  of  the  Boneo,  4T1 ;  prenents  the  peti- 
tion of  dtliens  of  Louisiana  Territory,  474 :  on  the  tem- 
porary embargn  bill,  MI. 

NiuoR,  Boon,  SepresentaUve  from  Uaiyland,  ST,  1SS,  187 ; 
oniubmlsslim  to  the  late  edicts  otEnglandand  Franoe,  TS; 
presentsahlll  authorising  an  Increased  naval  torco,  S< ; 
ftrors  the  reioluUen  for  Immediate  measures  to  liberate 
American  prisoners  In  Carthagena,  95 ;  reports  on  peti- 
tion ofomeersottheBevolgtion,  ill.    £ee/nif<i^voL8. 

Iftidrat  BigUt,  rlolaUm  iff.—la  the  Bouse,  reaolnUoni 
an tgnlttod,  which  are  designed  to  vindicate  the  commer- 
olalrlghtaof  the  United  9tatiia  against  helllgerents  ot 
Europe,  181;  their  introduction  not  InconaUtent  with 
the  most  Aiendly  negotlatlan,  18>;  high  tlma  thas* 
righta  ware  Tindlcated  or  abandoned,  181 ;  upoB  what 
pilDdples  do  the  belllgerenti  pretend  to  Jnsdiy  these 

189  ;  what  principles  are  more  spedScslly  asserted  by 
Great  Britain  1 189 ;  the  right  to  blockade  hy  proclama- 
tion, 18»;  the  only  principle  we  recognize,  IDO;  thla 
right  Ibunded  on  the  most  arhltrary  power,  IM ;  have 
we  not  the  (Uile  right  as  Great  Britain  to  prohibit 


nGoogle 


tnddlM;  ot4»eted.tlut  UttdopUatiortliarcMlDiJDU 

W«M  iHd  la  boatllltr.  IW;  Ibe  resolatloiu,  IM;  kid 

«■  tlM  tabic.  I>1.    St4  A<t«,  ToL  S. 
Biv,  AuraoHT,  KgpnHDUUTe  tKiD  KentDckr,  *H,  tTT ; 

DD  tlied>liiiaribtU»sL7an,4M.    8f  riulta,Tali.l, 

t,«. 
NXT■ou^  Tbomai,  Bei>nHIItitln  tna  N*w  JarH]r,U, 

IM,  1S7,  IK,  4M,  CTT. 
ITtie  I/tutjnlUrt.—Y<itt  for  PruKUnt  Is  ISOO,  (I ;  Is  lais, 

eT8,m. 

JfntJintt.— Vote  tot  Pmldent  In  1808,  IT;  Id  Ull,  STt, 

JTnHpafMri.— ThTvfl  dailx  oTdcred  for  th«  H<nua,  4KL 
Nnrtnir,  Tnoitu,  BcprcHsUUTe  trom  TlrgUlit,  U,  IIS, 
1ST,  810, 4M,  en  i  OS  idditliiul  Itntau  cstUn,  4T, « ; 
on  pennlttlnc  Sstdlihud  PorlnguH  TMatb  tolud, 
1>7 1  on  Uw  remMoB  vt  ccrtatn  Sua*  on  onltmsU  from 
Cob*,  1H;  ■fMlnit  ft  Hininltee  on  mUBfoAiuf*,  IM; 
nUUn  to  tba  nndsct  of  Iba  Britlab  UlnJstvt,  tM;  n- 
porta  on  tbv  mortiltlj  of  tba  tnx^  nar  Naw  OtIaab^ 
HI ;  OD  hflsg  iddltloBal  daUM,  41L    «M  .AkIi^  toIl 


PiciVEtira,  Tuonii,  Seulor  from  UuBctaiuatu,  9 
1C^  KO;  on  tb«  np«l  of  tho  cmbu^  Kt.  11;  < 
mrponllng  i  bub  of  Ibn  0Dlt«l  BtUn,  *tl.    Ok 

Pmaui.  Bdjakii.  jr,  RfprcKBtatln  Own  MiB 
1«T,  Rl(;  OB  aaa-lBttnonna  wttb  Gnat  Brtlali 
Trues,  ItO;  mont  to  fattpuBt  tbs  nwlatli*  nl 
to  the  uppartlaoiiHIlt  of  RipremtUloii,  IM. 

Piu,  Catt.  Z.  IL,  b[U  nuking  ODrnprBMIIaii  ta,  M. 
India,  f  ol  I. 


PiTB,  WiLUAii,  BflpmcntaClTe  from  b 
TOB. 

Pmn,  Tiaomjr^  BfprtmtitJTi  fros 
lM,lST,Sia,4M,STT;  igiliiit  ImsKdUC 
of  tbe  bUl  reUtlie  ta  tba  pawtr 
nwDlf,  «;  npporta  pcUUaB  tt  Elliabdb 
StA;  reportj  on  tba  eatablEibnKnl  rf  a  Hist  r 
ni;  cm  the  ntio  of  rcprcHstaUoa,  SIT;  «  tb 
■Ion  of  tba  tdrrllDrr  of  Ortaui  h  ■  atsls.  SM; 
tbe  luIniMos  of  HlHtalppl,  S»;  on  aoBBMnl 
CDDna  with  Fruea  and  OrMtBritali,WT:  on  i 
orlen  of  tbe  Boua,  471;  on  tbe  Bricteh  fnOla 
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tlw  inlta,  tli*t  whan  th*  pnrlou  qQMtlai  li  ardtnd  to 
ba  tatkin,  upon  tlw  moUon  In  (jnwtloD  being  pat,  tnrj 
Bxnnbai  vho  haa  not  tpokas  ihill  bg  at  Uberl;  to  ^eik 
onoB,  US;  UlaieouH  Id  «TiitT  HHmbcr  th«  rl(bt  to 
ip«^ It  l«rt  DBoi  0D<T«7  qDsgUDD,  «a;  vbit  ii  te 
JiutUy  tUl  mann  of  InpodagtilliiMr  It  li  Mid  Itie 
ilgbt(ifdatetalu*b»miba»d,4Ca:  the  m^orltj  lidit 
fbatthonia  will  Dot  b*  abased.  M«:  oelther  (lie  Joni- 
uk  (tf  BMta  LegtaUton*  dot  ths  Un  of  PuiUmest  of- 
■uvA  nunplet  tor  tbii  u-btCnrT-  pnxeedlsg,  M> ;  tken 
b  •  dlfferaooe  betwsao  tha  frasdcim  of  debots  Btid  tb* 


H  of  It  w 


Dtiet* 


•zoiHeii  of  plifileil  ttnagth,  Mt ;  thli  ba  besn  ooi 
MWIM  MTsnl  tjmea,  tn ;  ■  debits  !•  oflsa  pn^angtd  t* 
pnreat  ■d«ddoa,UI;  If  (be  nujerttj  ibsH  thl*  n- 
ftndWitT,  tbt  p»^e  wUI  oomot  It,  4«B. 

IfttaenudoillTdanot  poewM  It  onder  the  ooaitlta- 
Um,  It  iboiild  not  be  glTin  ta  ttaam,  4M;  Iba  role  d*- 
■arTH  tba  eluiiMtar  of  ■  Oag  low  more  tfaiu  tbe  m- 
dltlon  l»<r  avar  d]d,4n;  tUi  qmaUon  nOMti  tba  la- 
lanUal  prlndplea  of  dTll  Ubartf,  ud  Mpa  Itt  bopM  at 
tbe  xtf  tbnnditloD,  M> ;  (be  sroiiDd  taken  br  tbow 
wha  oppna  thla  pnpoillloo  la,  ill  neeeasK^  and  aoBT*- 
■leliM^  M>  \  Oamt  are  tbe  polnl*  which  ihimld  b«  moat 
TlfllaiiUrcaarded,4N;  the  antjaat  la  m  boim  reapaeto 
dilIlealttDBianaf[e,4W;  a  feeling  In  and  ontsftbeHoiua 
DSptopltlona  to  an  Impartlil  debate,  Ut;  what  la  that 
pT^ulple  itf  cItQ  libertj  whioh  iBiroalganiatedandlden- 
tlflad  wlUi  the  Terj  eilatenee  ol  a  1(«UUtlra  body '  4M ; 
the  right  of  ererj  iDdlddnal  member  la  Id  hut  the  itftat 
•fUaeDnatlta*nta,«a;  let  not  anf  man  H7  tbia  powar 
viIlnotbaabnaad,4T0;  tba  right  to  ipeahlaaDlndlTld> 
Dj]  ri^t,  limit  It  aa  ^Dn  plewie,  undatanl  wltb  111  iln^e 
■lerclaa,  4T0 ;  It  U  not  tme  that  Ibia  power  arar  waa,  or 
arer  can  be,  ateiiaarj  la  1  lagtalatlTe  body,  ITO ;  It  omj 
tie  iomallniea  eonrenlant,  4T1 ;  the  haate  and  olattar 
whiofa  alwaja  attenda  the  e]«a  of  a  seaelon  li  urged  Id 

^loaatlona,  be  denlad  tba  prirllege  of  q>eaLlngT  ATI ;  to 
iBtardlet  Iha  t^aadom  of  ipeeoh  le  1  Tlolatlan  of  ri^t, 
4T1 ;  treedom  rtf  apeech  la  aacnred  by  the  conatJtotlon, 
<n;  dull  w«  ba  dapriTad  of  It  when  we  eome  to  tbil 
HdowT  *n;  thla  nile  baa  alawjriboeii  Id  pnctlea,4n; 
tbe  principle  lB,tliat  am^orityataDjClmaln  thlaBonaa 
ctm,  bj  calling  the  prexloiia  qneatlon,  ent  off  aU  debate, 
«n ;  a  new  aoDitrsctloii  waa  glreB  at  the  elMe  of  laat 
■lailim,  by  which  thUmle,  vblchit  lipropoaed  to  amend, 
waa  adaptad,  4T1;  no  aoch  power  arer  belbra  tba  laat 
■saalfHi  aiardaed  OTOr  tbe  mambera,  4TS;  aaa  Jcpumal  of 
tbe  llrM  aoMlon  of  the  Third  CoDgreiB,  «71 ;  reaeon  of  the 
lotrodnedon  of  the  praTkm*  qneatloD,  4Tg ;  no  neoaaaltj 
Ks  II  esdati,  ttl;  anwndment  loat,  i1* ;  ftirthai  amaod- 
ment  propoaad, 414)  rala adopted,  4U;  iuKa,4T4,' 
friraltrrt,  encODngeaieiit  to— paCItlDn  of  dtliena  ef  Kaw 
Tort  for  a  radnetloB  of  dntUaon  prlus,  l!T8 :  UU  An 
ancoDngamaDt  ot,  DSO: 

Oaphmt.  peUtloD  icIatlT*  ta,»4;  ablll  ralatlDg  to 
eqttnrea,  6D4 ;  do,  regnlatlng  pamlonB  to  peziona  on  board 
pTlTateamieddlp«,SOT;  dntlea  on  priratear  prlH  (OOda, 
report  on,  BffT;  docnmanta  rebrrad  to  In  the  report  tOT ; 
bin  giinllDg  1  bocnlj  to,  cootdered.  Tit ;  paieed,  n>. 
A>  Ha  fiiwaa.— Bill  to  eorapeuata  ofllcen  and  anw 
of  OUT  pnbllo  Teaaals,  ftir  Teaaela  of  the  anany  neeaaaa' 
illr  daatmrad  at  tu,Vlt;  bin  frawa  out  of  the  caaa  of 
Vol.  IV^-« 


the  gronsdot  aipadjencjr  and  p(Mad«Dt,TM;  Inexpe- 
dient and  upraeedentad,  TM 

/i»  U«  jSiwaa.— KU  to  prorlde  penalona  Ibr  peraona 
dlubled  In  priTata  aimed  Ttiiile,  104;  Impropar  to  adopt 
a  principle  ao  Uahle  to  abnaa,  TM;  a  per  cent,  of  wagca 
had  baen,  henlefon,  reaerrad  to  proilde  a  fnnd  Itv  thla 
■bjaet,  TM;  Important  aerrlees  rendered  bj  prtrataen. 
TIM ;  donbtfal,  104 ;  blU  rHommlltad,  IW ;  report  BD,  Til. 

In  a*  fiotiaa— BUI  to  aDeoai^e  bj  remitting  all 
olalm  to  dnHei  on  (Bptond  (Doda,  lid  i  prtrate  aimed 
Toaaala,  (DOODraganuint  at  bill  ftu  the,  piaeed,  TI& 


Stale  in  the  Senate,  ceaaow  the  Siit  Oar  of  the  maatlng 
(rftheLeglalata[e,eonaldaiad,113i  reaolaUon  aabmittad, 
in ;  anundmant  morad  aadlsat,  ISl ;  raanlntlaBf  awtt, 


FfMie  lanit,  report  on  the  eaali  ejaleio,  (11. 

rtiWi  IimcU— .Saa  Adaa^  tola.  1, 1,  S. 

!>■•■,  Joa>,  KapreaantatlTe.  from  Fanuajlnnla,  H.   St* 


Qiiat*n,m*intrtal^.~-at4  InOtm,  TOla.  1.1,  & 
CuortenwMiar'a  OtpartrntmL—Xit  the  Honae^  a  btU  hrlha 
eatabUahment  at,  tna  the  Sanala,  catna  op  Ibr  Iti  Ihbd 
reMSng,  4Tt:  no  naeeaillr  for  thla  oOoe,  and  that  of  a 
Pnrrejoref  pDbUo  aoppllaa^  4TT;  the  great  obJeM  la  to 
prortda  for  a  Qnartermaater-OenerBl'a  department,  fn- 
itead  of  mUltai;  agents  aa  amplofed  at  pieient,  fTT ; 
Uiaa*  igeDta,  wUhont  much  laaponalMIItr,  had  iiiailji 
oonticdlod  tha  whole  war  departmeDt,  4TT ;  the  dntlaa  of 
Qoartarmaater-Gesenl  and  FDrreror  are  very  dHhrant, 
4IT;  the  fbrmer  la  next  In  cDDia^Daniic  to  Die  Ccomaod- 
er-lD-obiet  arerj  morameDt  of  the  army  la  Ant  ooDma- 
nleatad  to  bim,  4TT 1  IfDol  aPorreyDrofauppHeadarlng 
the  SoTolnUonar;  war,  there  waa  a  eloChler,  wbo  dtd 
nearly  the  aame  bulnoa,  flT;  ImpoaalUe  to  go  to  war 
withoat  * QaaTtarmaataT-GenaTal, 411;  bill  paiaed,4TT. 
QimoT,  JoauB.  SapreaoDtatlTB  from  Manaefaiiaetli,  M, 
114, 1ST,  no,  414,  H 
the  aet  Uylng  an  1 


edlBti  of  Ki^and  aad  France,  41,  M;  on  DDD^ntereouaa 
with  Oreat  Britain  and  Franei,  101 ;  nlaUTe  to  praaaD- 
Uou  fbr  libel,  IM;  on  the  call  on  the  Fierident  for 


DlaaloD  of  tbe  territorr  of  Orleaua  aa  a  State,  MT; 
agilMt  tba  adndaHon  of  Uliilirii^  sn  1  on  eommeralal 
tntaRuona  with  FiancaaDd  Great  Britain,  8TD ;  oalay- 
Ing  additional  dnUaa,  411;  on  nlaa  and  AdBB  of  tba 
Hooee,  44t ;  on  a  Qnartarmaatar^a  departmant.  4TT ;  in 
ftTor  of  a  Naral  eatabUabmant,  4W;  en  tba  BriUab  In- 
trignea,  Bit;  on  tha  temporary  ambaigo  Ull,  MI; 
OB  tha  temponry  aubargo  MU,  Ml;  neraa  an 
■mandmant  to  tha  Ull  daolaring  war  wltb  Siaat 
Britain,  tlM;  OB  the  pay  oftbe  army,  B»;  onOiepellar 
a  aneaniagamant  t«  printas  e^- 


iSmA 


>i.TIH;< 


mToLi. 


,.  Google 


nGoogle 


•xdllBC  tba  iBdUu  OB  tk*  vMtfrn  Ragtlar,  W6 ;  nStr 
tira  to  tba  p*7  of  offlwi  ud  Hldl«i  1b  Ua  bude  << 
TIppesDM,  471 ;  nlmtjn  to  UndtUIao  of  cliJiin  at  Um 
esTOBmniit,  KM :  nlitlTa  to  Tlrglnli  mlliHry  boontj 
hadi,  BH;  eonunlttliig  NaUuid  EotiitMTell  to  tha 
mStttdy  at  tha  HrcaaDt-at-aimi,  0S8 ;  <UKlujg1nf(  17a- 
tbanlat  BoumTcU,  fiW ;  nlaltTe  to  t)i«  nmoTal  ol  fed- 
anljndfai,  SMj  oTrtQwct  to  tlka  niaiBDrr  of  Visa  Prat- 
Idaot  CUBton,  (HI ;  nlatlra  to  tha  nllaf  <rf  Canocaa, 
BM,I»;  nUtIn  to  aWDdmant  of  utEnUadoii  Ian, 
MS;  of  lB4iiti7  laUUig  to  ilolatiou  of  •eemi;,  MS; 
nIatlTa  ta  tlia  oaeapaUoB  of  Florida,  Ml;  of  laqalrr 
nIatlTa  la  any  pncMdldp  mpaodBi  tba  aaasliy 
Boatt  of  Qaorfia,  M ;  ta  luppl;  aaeh  Bcaator  with 
mtintfttt,  AM;  to  laqnlra  Into  tha  aipaditoer  of  oT- 
fcitBf  aBOnngaBUBt  taprlTal«n,IITO;  itf  ncpaetfer 
Um  BMDMT7  of  JohB  SmUla,  STl ;  of  hoian  to  Hall, 
Daaatar,  JoHa,BBdXllletl,GT1;ra1atlT«toUi*  D^nn 
rf  Oh  Oaairfan,  N3 ;  nUim  to  the  aiampUoD  of  aal- 
dloa  from  aiTst  tw  dabt,  BTS:  nlatlTa  to  iotlnnlilD( 
■D  axpadltloa  of  moontad  TOlimtaan,  SSO;  laUUia  to 
mIh  of  tha  pobUa  Uadt  A» 
■a  tt  BmlUa,  i 


V  Uw  FTopar  aiaeatlOD  af  tha  nt*- 
■ma  Um,  4T;  haa  aaj  Mtar  bMn  tMdirad  froa  tba 
BtcmtsiT  of  tiM  Tnamirm;  tnlbniiatioB  had  baa 
nealrad  dlreetlr  tnai  Um,  41;  mora  thaa  Tartwl  tattt' 


wra  more  than  t«B  as 

plojadtBthai. 

K-t  lloa>UJ.c 

tiMaa,4eiiiacDi>aaqBai 

oatothaHoiaa 

vhethar  than 
mmaariM^tt; 

«»,  ftorn  th.  p«p" 

aaiina.U;'aom 

aiiaatanaom- 

mltlB.t,T*;WUi«a.d. 

T*. 

afromTaBBai 

W,M,1«,1BT, 

>IB,«l,Bn;on«.a«tr 
tha  Britlah  MKUitar,  • 
naolnUoaiaUUTOtoth 

aaa^B,l»;oa 

tloB,  tK;  on  ndnctlw  of  tha  bit7,  M^  M(;  on  doma*' 

tlsmaaid>iitorea,«SSiaalBdlaiiaflUn,Ue;  BBthabOl 

to  aubla  tha  pao^  4  UUAdppt  (a  Ittrm  a  Btata  eoT- 

animaBt,m,    Aaa  iiHEia^  toL  A, 
U«ft/«ti»ul.— Tota  Ibr  Fnaldant  la  IMS,  tl ;  tn  ISU,  Sn, 

Til ;  raaoliillou  TabaiBg  to  marltlDK  dafrnoa,  *o,  US ; 

adralalon  of;  aaa  AdMt  ToL  1 . 
ttuaiis*,  JuMi,  BapumntatiTa  fMn  FannarlnBli,  IT. 

Aa  JsAot  ToL  a. 

itattT* 


lH,lSr,Sl&    i8M /odf^  ToL  «. 
BinKAXDMH,  ViLuui  IL,  BepNaaBtatlTa  Ihim  Wiaanhn 

•atta,  4M,  sn ;  OD  the  Un  to  aatherin  tba  psopla  <r  Mla- 

■balpppl  to  fonu  a  ooutttaUoB,  CM. 
.WaUuitd  naofi-L— BwilDtlon  ta  Benata  ralattra  to  tte 

bBTBlB^O^lOL 

SliMiLf,  BXHIT  U.,  BapraaaatatlTa  ttom  Salami^  4M, 

MS;  OB  an  additional  miUtarr  ftmt,  m. 
BiOEB,  flumL,  BapnaeatatlT*  from  Ha*  Tnk,  tt    St* 

JiKfaMoia. 
BOMOLBk  BAMim,  KapnaanWli 


tui,wi,sn. 


4M,BTT;  OB  fecalgB  nlatloBa, «BB;  agaliat  a  aanl  m- 

tabllaliiiitnt,Ma;  on  the  nan  of  abarataea,  Wl 
RciBBKTBOB,  Teovab  Boluwo,  HfpTMntatlTa  frota  LovW- 

ana,  an ;  in  hTor  of  an  addltSonal  mnitarr  ftnoa,  Ml; 

on  non-HpartaUan  In  (Melgn  bottanu,  Tl). 
BoannoB,  Jax^iBiji,  HaaatoT  bom  Tarmrat,  S,  ttl^  IM, 

>M.«H,BM    &e  Jadse,  Tol.  1. 
BonHiK,  Vouui,  Eepreaantaltre  front  PennarlTtBia,  IM, 

DTT. 
Bdsbb,  imai  B^  letter  with  dooDmaBla  relaHra  to  Im- 

pnmadMauen,  TM. 
torn,  SuMm,  BipnmilatlTa  fNu  Saw  Toifc,  Ul,  m, 

I1&    dMM«,T0L<L 

PeanvtTwd*,  IM,  Itt; 
to  Iba  InfBlif  napeeUBi 

]n«aeeal)«MBirHb«l,UT,1M;  oa  tha  nmWon  of  •«> 

talB  flnaa  on  amlgranta  from  Cnba^lM,  lU;oti&aaMI- 

dnet  of  tha  BritUi  WnUar,  1«L 


ky.w. 


tfai^ToL*. 
BumnLL,  JoBit,  B^naanlatlT*  b«m  K*v  Tnk,  N.   iSm 

Stluid,  Hbbiub  W.,  latter  to  Jobs  Banrjr,  HH 


ti»K,  EBBtno,  KepnamtatlTe  from  ITav  Teik,  IM,  in; 

mt,4at,m. 

Buoron,  Tbohib,  BepitHBtMlta  baa  Saw  Talk,  Ut, 
ia,ns,tlt.vn;  on  UmMII  toanthoriia  tU  appclBt- 
DMBt  of  addlHond  bHfndlar-gaBanl^  SO.  iSm  ItSm, 
ToU. 

AwmmA,  i-M^  V''— a*  Duf)^  VOL  1 

Biwm,  LcacBL,  BepnaaatatlTa  from  Kotth  CaroBaB,  H; 

IK,  m,  n«,  4n, " 

pabUe  Temala,  It 


aKBTal  ei 


Ulibm 


5HiM(Mi,YaL& 
lt,  BniiaiH,  BapKHBtitlT*  frmn  PRuiqiTaoia,  IT,  Itl ; 

pnaenIB  memorUii  from  oflnn  of  fli*  HaTointtonary 

aimr  la  Pannarlnnta,  M. 
nnoD,  Jonr  A.,  BepeecntallTa  from  Haw  Jtntj,  tUL 


a  Inqnlrr  fB<a  Ih*  lain  ftw  tha  pntaofloa 


of  American  a« 
on  tUa  ntdeet,  Ut;  their  ob]Mt  ibanld  ba  twofbld-ta 
proteet  &o*ui  JC^  Amarieaa  dtlaena,  and  to  prarant  tba 
abnat  af  thoaa  proteetloBa  bj  dtlHn*  of  ofliar  aomtilM. 
ta;  caae  of  an  Italian  at  Baltimore, «(. 

In  Ha  A^iiai.— Beaolntlon  of  InqiltT  nlatlrs  to  Ih* 
aelnre  bf  Oreat  Britain  of  panona  fluting  natar  tba 
AmerloD  fl*c  and  lajln|  clalnt  lo  tham,  A«,  DM;  ear*- 
nl  <Meabadoeeirred,eM;  ot4«aoDB  to  tba  Ibrm  tut 
axpreidan  ef  the  raaolBllaB,  DM ;  iMtiiMn  of  nmr  af  tha 
saw  of  the  Tup,  IM ;  eretr  maa  mait  ba  protaotat 
that  la  an  boaid  a  iblp  <f  tha  UBltad  Stataa,  er 


■ipatrlatloo,  NT;  rcaolatloB  ipaad  ta^Ht 
Sunun. fiitnrisMM  V.-BOI Ibr, Til;  paamd,nl 


,L-ooQ[e 


AMTri  PrtfiUiift,  paMtatitm  »•.— U  lh«  Hmm,  nport 
•(Uw  MBBlttM  dlncM  to  laiati*  vMkv  I^h  hud 
Wm  ■ar  Ttstattsa  (T  Ik*  I 


qd»  la  tha  aIkH  CM*,  U> ;  <M  BMfen  Uu  ■  HflMw 

^■■iImiiiT  frnynili  nhHtn  la  taj  pilnti  iiiiii|iinn 
tloa  ta  ngh  uBinn,  in;  Sa* usaut  aouM  Mtil^t- 
tiHj  laqnln  IbIo  thli,  lU;  Ika  dtadaMn  ml^  tx 
laui^llltoBoaMtelpaww  ta  iMka  tt,lU;irks 


tfajU  iBdlrldail,  lud  b^  tha 

,IH;  tlu  paUta  ikaold  ka«  muj<' tl« 

HorihttcMklXi  tta IdvtIauBaBt, UB; 

Ml  IB  Clw  kBdWnut  at  Lr«^  UB ;  wtat  do 

t;  tha  bv  ni  panad  aftar 

M ;  anwodiDMit  laat,  U> ;  iihiiIbimI  mond  to  la- 
dbandaMI 


I.1SIJ  ' 


0*  <<  Ika  act  to  ^  iBd  odiaat 


«atUMcpa<taaakaUiarrir;|)nprlatraf  |olfl(  th* 
«ltal«lucttiofttiapriKd^lt7ltkaa>irho  paid  tba 
tei^oaldabab*r«nu*aUd,UI;  lUa  piiMlpla  haa 
■MboaaMwrnad,  IM;  wbara  la  tba  dUtoaaea  la  tba 
MM  <tf av  <■<  thaaa  ■aflmnr  USi  t*  tlda  Hvaaa  MUa^ 
nabodjto  wamtalo  tbca*  who  italUad  Om  lamT 
la;  notad  Id  piM|iaH  ladaSMtalr,  l»i  tba  wbela  dla- 
duUeaottbaaHlltloB  U«  tanad  oB  It*  eosMltalloB- 


■Ball«litulfaDiHtttatlBuirU8;  tba  IB^ast  oT  cm- 
MbatloB  aoDBUarad,  Ui ;  M  lb*  lM>lrr  b>  Muda,  US; 
irtiat  tuod  pwpiH  can  It  aHwarf  IM;  asdar  wbat 
akuB  itf  tba  asMtltatl**  «••  Cwt  Uaawj  rainavir- 
*t*d,lM;  dDtrc<  Uh  HoDH  to  maka  tbe  Laqolir,  U* 


MBidM.  0"!  fc»  *"*  **»  llBMimi  *■  ■■■iMhWr**, 


)iifNatteBl«ISaBaaBTall.On;<iBBioda«f  nt^tl 
we**,  SB;  (■  lU  blU  kfUc  ••  tmbttfa,  Btf ;  da- 
M*(«M.    jlMAili^nlB.l,l,>. 


Bmlmdm.nLt. 
amn,  Jon.  BeD*toT  baa  B**  T«(K,  l;  in,  m  M^  Ml 

amJmdm,rtLt. 
B>R>,  Jon,  EapnaaatatlTa  frn  Tbtbd*.  i^  m,  IBI.  n^ 


reaction  ralaUii  to  tba  nwda of  snoatliic  tb*  Klittiaal 

*0M,r;  OB  iaeacpontlBS  ■  Bank  df  tha  Ualled  Sta^ 

m.    Am  AitfM,  ToU  1, 1 
^na  aaanL,  fitfnaaalatlT*  freB  PaaaarWaiila,  ^  tt^ 

IBT.nii;  OB  adhawnaairf  tba6a»*totainif  itiiMiilo 

tba  Wl  iiliatflM  B0B4Bt«e*uiB  vUb  Gcaat  Bilnda 

ladFiww^lao.    ,Sm  Jitda«  TaL  1. 
j»iiaCtorvUM,TOMKirPndd*iitUlUB,K;  laiau,m 

TIL 
BMtm  of  04  SamMtM—^ta  Aufti^  toL  & 

muiB,  Hj>bi,  KapnaaBtttln  fnna  Maw  Immj,  K 

1*4,' Un,  ns;  oppaa**  tba  raaolBtta 


M^W,ISI,tU,«kEn:o 


,.  Google 


OBpnw>«itIaiBftirin«I,lSa,lU;  on  tba  sindnotirfiha 
BritUb  HlDlMn,  IBT;  cm  Ibnigii  nUHmt,  flT;  oa 
nloi  udiirdntorthe  H<niM,4N.  A>  iittfaB.  Toli.  t,  & 


iBT.auj  I 


ihlunbtn, 
fliiwtti,Mi 


Ant*  JalawML— 5h  Aub^  Tel 
ttanmif ,  'WiLUAjf,  R«pr«Hnt«' 

iM,  m.   5m  jmm  toL  a. 

Brwannos,  Jura,  BcpntcntaUn  from  V1r(IiiJ>,  in,  18T, 

au.    &(iU«a,*aLl, 
ftimiMMS,  AuniB,  B*|>ni«ita(]Ta  from  llD^r'*'!^  ^ 

ffn. 

A.  £«<i.  nwmorbl  of  InhiUMila  ot  411 

BiocT, /Mirs,  B<pr(MDUIlT«  from  M 
&Tiir  of  u  ImmodUlc  irmlni     ~  ~ 

BroBn,  Cixart,  KtprcMBtatlT* 
5m  /iid<^  ToL  8. 

Brow,  Suit,  BcpnMDtitlTO  ft«ia  Efoir  Turk,  121,  RTT ;  on 
ths  bni  1*t1bc  id  embarfo,  Ml ;  on  (h«  tsmponrr  em-' 
burge  bill,  MT;  on  i*t  of  tlw  wxtnr,  HI;  Id  ATBiot 
InUdlns  wnBt^-Iban,  «»:  on  u  iddltUiiul  mlliiwT 
tm^  SN;  on  pilTBtau  pemloiu,  TH;  •>■  wu  tUM, 
T1& 

Snona,  Wiuiui,  SeiinHBtidTe  ftam  Tgnnant,  IH,  STT. 

Stxwait,  Fbilit,  BepTHUilsUT*  ftvm  MuyUnd,  IK,  GTT. 

BtouB,  Lnru  B.,  BepreHnUtlTe  IVom  CoDiMeUcat,  M, 
Ut,  1ST, 81(1, «M,CTS:  on  oomncrdil  <nt«n»iina  vlth 
Pnn«udtlr«tBriU]I>,SSi.     3t4lldtK,Tt>\.t. 

auabUUv  of  Btati4.—St»  IiKtia^Tol.  i. 

BcujTur  GnMi,  SaprwenUttTS  from  Kair  Sampahln, 

OnrrMK,  Tdohu,  Beutor  from  Boalb  OuoHu,  t,  IK,  IH. 

Ah  AiJia,  toIl  ^  & 
SwuT,  PiTo,  SepTuentitlTa  from  Ifair  Tcnk,  K    Bn 

Jitifw,  loL  S. 
BwoOF^  jAooa,  BepnaentatlTa  from  Tlifliilk,  U;  IBT,  HI. 


TAaanr,  Bamoil,  BeprtMBUtln  ftnm  Mimaelinaetti,  SI, 
IK, IBT. SI^  4M, DTa.    Sttbtdtm,TiA.t. 

Tait,  Ouilb,  BaiutoT  from  Qvrt^  ITMOO,  400,  EM. 

Tauui>ii\  JoHa,  BepnwatiUT*  from  l^qiliil^  4S),  Sit. 
Su  liult»,  roL  L 

TuxiuTfli,  Bn/unv,  Bq««MatattT«  tram  OaoiMolleat, 
M,lt4,IST,SlS,4S4,  SIS;  an  Iha  Torpado  wptrtiMDt, 
tn ;  BD  esUbUthlng  »  (tDiut«n>iutai*i  daputmsnl,  IIT ; 
m  the  THolatlon  of  the  Scute  raliUTe  to  tha  1  ifii 
of  the  Tl»  Pnddent,  Ml ;  oa  u  addltloul  mlUtarr 
ftntH^  aiSlDB  the  ouiwaof  thaw,  HT.  St*  fttdta, 
ToLIL 

Taujiav,  Fiuo,  BapraMBtatlTa  IHm  ViMiiitiniafti.  M, 
m. 

Tjtut,  War.— In  the  Bimia,  rMdntloii  to  lutrnet  the  Oan- 
mitte*  oT  W>7>  ""^  Meaiu  to  report  ■  Mil  lajing  lua 
£»  tha  mpport  of  tlw  nr,  TtS;  oppaaad,  h  Impna- 
tlHUa,  TIS;  «)Toaat*d  baewua  tha  Houa  ihonld  i*- 
deem  pledgee  of  lut  aaarion,  TIS ;  oumomhij  to  I17 
tuei,IU;  ImpneUemtila  to  tot  on  the  nljeet  >t  thtt 
MMloa,  TU;  Itartbec  debate,  TK ;  teaolutloD  loat,  HI 

IbHi,  <ffi-ic<  and  IndliteL—SH  IwUa,  Tol  S. 

Tatui,  Joe>,  BopntaotiUTe  ftom  BonUi  (krotln*,  St,  US, 
IST.nfi;  onMMa  the  reafitotlon  tor  Immediate  raeBHrea 
to  Ubenta  AmaileiB  prtHDan  Id  Carthagena,  W;  on 
Don-lnteteoiUM,  IM;  on  Uliuid*'!  aipeditlon,  Itf ;  on 
Don-lntenvHuae  with  Oioat  BrililB  and  Vraaea,  ISI,  IN, 
ISO,  an  thaTemlHton  of  oertain  flna^  od  tmljpvLti  from 
Cnhe,  lU;  lapoita  oa  th«  latter  o(  L  A.  Oolaa,  IH; 


A  procraatlmtloa,  wi 


Beutor  from  Soath  Carolina,  MO,  4DS,  DM;  on  tnear- 
poiattBgi  Unk  of  the  umtnt  Bta(*a,.SOO;  report*  In 
&Tor  of  poatpoDlDg  bllli  relillTe  to  the  WUiiialppI  tw 
MoTf  beeomlDf  a  Btiit«,  *«.,  411 ;  en  the  memorial  tt 
dtluuef>feTTorfc,«14.    SfIi,dtB,yo}.t. 

Pn  Prarident  U 1806,  tT ;  In  ISll,  SIS,  TIL 

TkiHuene,  oifnUatlaft  nf—Sm  Ittdm,  tbL  I. 

nrrUopdoI  ffsMmoMnd,  ordiiuMa  qniST.— In  tha  Boom, 
hU!  reportftd  to  lake  awey  from  Oorerwm  of  Terrltorlea 


he  treated  with  ta  mneh  delk*^  M  tha  eoMUtotton  tt 
the  Ocuml  OOTUnment,  SS ;  tUa  la  a  mlatake ;  the  er- 
dlnann  la  a  mere  >(atnt«,  W ;  tbtoe  onUunoe*  iboold 
tw  regiided  aa  a  compact  between  Iha  Oeneral  OoTem- 
ment  ud  the  lantloriea,  40 ;  qDeatloaable  whether  bb 
BlL«ntlon  oonld  be  made  without  thdr  oonaan^  40; 
Dataie  dolibentloD,  di 
wanted,  4D;  tha  ordlni 
eqnaUj  aaered  with  tlu  CoDRlIoUon  of  the  Cnllad 
Btatea,  and  u  tmaltaribla,  wlthont  the  eouant  of  (he 
partlea  to  It,  40;  opinion  of  St.  Oaor|e  Toeker,  W;  «ffMt 
flC  taking  awar  thla  power,  40;  taking  nraj  the  power 
to  promcoe  wooM  not  depilTe  the  leTsmon  of  their 
TOto  00  Uwa,  40 ;  now,  If  there  li  an;  mlennJantaadlifc 
the  OoTemor  aenda  them  home,  40 ;  light  at  thla  Best* 
to  pax  the  bill  denied,  41 ;  ooDditloD  of  the  eestfoB  bj 
Oeorgla,  4t ;  Mtt,  «l;bw>Uof  the  tmltortal  iDiera- 
Bienta,  41 ;  amendment  propoaed,  41 ;  two  parta  to  tbo 
ordlnaooe,  4S ;  opinion  of  Jadga  Tuoku,  4S ;  ipaidal 
naaon  far  tha  bUl,  48;  thla  prlndple  mnat  have  beta 
adapted  otlglDallr  wlthont  $tij  dlaoiiirioa,  U;  thla  wa* 
u  objHtlon  ta  eeoig*  IIL,  In  the  DadirttlOB  nf  lad*- 
peBdeno^44;  opinion  nf  ,fndgiiTnnkrr  riad,  li*  partlii 
to  the  prwant  oompaet,  44;  what  wu  tho  poUar  «( tb* 
ordtunoa,  and  what  tha  o^M  tt  lla  fruDant  44;  tt 
7on  hare  a  right  to  i«pa*l  OS*  p*ft  of  the  ordluM^ 
70B  <u  wother  par^  44 ;  the  CoBfUtntloa  of  th*  IJ^I*4 
Statu  dote  not  gintoth*  people  of  th*  tenttodu  Ite 
uin*ii^taHthe  people  of  the  Staler  40 ;  th*  IttMu 
ofthiB  oidiuau  *«■  euotad  prartou  to  Iha  adapttta 
of  the  oonitltntlon,  and  are  mad*  Undl^  brthatla- 
itnuncnt,  49 ;  tha  old  Cengiwa  wlael;  rcaarrod  tka  ll^ 
to  coBtnl  Ih*  p*a^  of  tbo  iMTlloiiai,  45 :  the  atita  o< 
thlngi  now  aHilllg  In  Uidailppl  BOUeed,  4Bi  wbtt 
part  irfthua  »rtlelul»BultawM»KB;th*»itlal*n< 
ordinance  and  not  thofbrm  of  gOTenuiMnl,  40;  ^^Uck- 
Uon  of  tbe  opinion  of  Jndge  Tneker,  45 ;  iltn«tloB  af  titt 
people  will  be  ImproTed,  45 ;  whatarer  Icada  to  tb*  oaB> 
alnilon  that  tha  p*(qi1e  are  alwaja  wroBg  and  the  Xu- 
onti.a  right,  at  -  -         ...        . 


«t 


mat  the  oppoalllau  of  Gaorgl*,  4S ;  a  oompaat  ailfti  bo- 
tweaa  tb*  United  Statu  and  Saorgla,  and  let  It  be  a^ 
btnd  ti\4(;  IndeOnlt*  poi^aDameiit  morcd,  4S;  aar- 

nrr<tBrv4^£M>M<iM;— In  th*  Boau,  bill  tirlh* 
goTemmeat  of  the  Laalibiu  Tairlloir  eoMtderad,  dH; 
Dored  ta  itrik*  ant  tha  accUon  reqilrlBg  a  Avehold  Is 
be  pmaitd  bj  all  Yolen,  4S0 ;  marad  to  ikmaad  bf 
itrtklng  out  *ni7  qntUdeation  bat  that  of  fru  white 
Bale  (dttiani.  Ao,  4M ;  qnctUon  oonddand,  whctharlt 
la  battel  to  reQolre  Toten  to  hold  freehold  pnpci^,  or 
to  nni  arerj  man  to  poMBic  tha  prirttag*  who  I* 
twentr-<iue7cantU,4«(l;  uaandUbcrlf  arecnp«r<«K 
piopaitr,  410 ;  dearer  to  the  poor  man  than  all  hla  iJi*| 
vXj  la  Iha  ilah,  4S0 ;  Impoaalble  lo  earr;  Ih*  V^Sad^ 


b.  Google 


ill  of  St.  Look.  IM 

iVrttorr  V  Jnii<HOv<^i>  >^  B«H>,  rtmm  fer 

th*  diTlalga  oi;  Ul ;  nind  Is  lif  la  tb*  tibK  1«1 ; 
(HMBt  a(  Una  putiM  mommit  «•  ■  arMom,  1«1 ; 
a*  TwiltiirT,  QhiiU.  ud  Uh  URlt^  Btila,  MllbM 
ku  H>H«tid,  Itl ;  If  Ik*  nqoHt  wh  Imrnfi,  tka 
n|iwtorsa«iimln«irOBUHUlilt,Ul;  Bol»n«n 
uiH  from  th*  Isqulrj,  Ul ;  teittla  htU  mlffct  bt  la- 


*lteUd.S91;  Orltui  irliiD  admltMi]  lud  >  miaor  pepn- 
latloB,  Ma  1  MHO*  nqMt  d»  to  tba  IMI^  gf  lb* 
X*rt*n  BlUai,  HU  ;  (dmbrioi  <^  *u  SIU*  dBri>(  ■ 
•Miloa«*wB>ieat,«H;  vkj  nut  wilt ferlhi Htul 
MMa*orik*Urtll«Tt>Nj  nmIiMsb  «H«d  u,  MIL 

A  a*  amatt—WR  to  Htb«U*  llliilii[iil  U  Ind 
SUI*  OararuiMiil  ntei^  «11 ;  np*rt  aa,  411. 

A««  HM«.~Bai  Is  *Btliiiri»  the  pw)pK  i^tllnlHlp- 
pITanlisiT  Is  tons  a  Sula  OoKniiMBl,  Ell ;  th*psplIl■- 
Ua■l■Ill■o)Mt.udtBtbDritrhl•h•Tel(llbnwlftl7b•■a 
«iiBkn*d  U  (11  inah  bum,  Mf  I  putttnlut  mpcatliif  th* 
HbII^  aO',  UHBdB*iit  otmi  nkllTa  to  th*  TorllacT 
of  Vint  nortl*,n>;  dabtU  UwfMii,  G»  ;  mrilcd, 
uthoili*  th*  p«pl*  ta 
ipcdla 

■■laUiaBu«l*wlth»eUt*,Enj  pnpOMi 
to  iBclnda  Hoblla,  bow  1b  pcwmlM  of*  ftnttga  pawn, 
BN;  popal*llaafTHUtt^nr*piwaiil*d,tM;  uxlou 
tali**rth*ir*h*r**(tb*biu4eBiii(UMwK,  Ml;  UU 
•r4*r*d  Id  thlid  nadtsf  ud  pua*d,  SM. 

nrrAory  ^  OrteNML— la  Sea*!*,  UH  ta  hUwHu 
a*  Ttnttorr  at  .Oricu*  to  tern  ■  Btat*  OonraiHat, 


Ja  A*  ftan— ttU  fcr  admlttinc  theT*iTlt«]r  gf  Oi~ 
l**HU  ■  Blala  latotb  Unloa,  nO ;  tbt  UU  pnniam  ta 
tadodB  In  a*  tttU  all  that  part  s(  th*  twHtaiT  1jIb( 
wat  of  Iha  FaidMo,  Ih*  righ t  to  Ihit  part  la  dadared  ts  he 
nbjMt  |p  aagetUUoai  IT  It  baeoiaea  ■  BtUa,  thia  Tl(lit 
of  B^oUallaB  wlU  ha  tehaa  ftna  the  rr*aM>at,IM; 
th*  ■iiiwHy  «r  a  8t*U  loiwaiiHBt  call*  tet  IhU  mnc 
■ia,nt;  ttlaapsUtorgoonttf  paittOBlarlr Impsrtaat 
to  th*  CilaB,  Ml ;  po»«r«f  lalf-priaifTallca  aiamaiy 
to  th*  p*>pl»  than,  ttl  j  IhaolitaatloBeflltladoaaBot 
meat  th*  DMilta  et  Um  UQ,  Bll ;  aot  i*ad]r  H  In^hr 
lb*  iahailtaae*  pan^oed  bj  the  bloed  sfaar  &than  to 
IhnlBacn,  Ul ;  dsnbUbl  If  Ki,OI»  InhaUlahti  la  tha 
tortllorj,  ttl ;  theaa  people  are  a  part  of  the  aMto^ 
;  the  great  ol^ectla  to 


ta  fraiaan  aad  thoaa 


tu  th*  Mm  Ualtad  Btataa,  M 
vba  adoptad  it  naTer  lalmdad  I 
■bo«U  aitaad  to  aar  pea|de  that  dU  net  thaa,  OI  ahoold 
aot  Ihaieafter.  b«  ladaded  U  tha  Umlla  of  tba  Dallad 
Btatae,  nt ;  Iher  did  aot  lataad  to  aatai  lato  partaat- 
■hip  of  Ihia  aort,  m ;  OiUuu  «■■  not  wIIUb  th«** 
SDtlU  whea  the  eoaiUtotloa  vaa  eetabllahad,  m ;  apoa 
thia  pilanlpit  v«  maj  ton  an  tha  tonllorlM  lato 
BtaUa,  than  That  will  baeem*  of  th*  old  U'altad  Btataa  r 
Ml;  th*  nmatltBCloa  Tefilree  that  B*i>*Un  ibonU 
hhT*  baaa  allliaaB  nla*  faan,  a  period  loafer  thaa  th* 
pao^  cf  lUi  Urrltorj  ban  b*lQiw>d  ta  tho  Datoa, 
«i;  ltl*aU,i*TatalD*vBtBt*ikBTabe*Btoia*dbr 


MeHnlTamtarKM 

rioB,mi  towaeletbi 

WW^anwnla,  m;  the  eeaaeatef  Georgia  wvaUbaB- 

aaHij,  tM;  mfaalag  eT  tha  aaa*lltiMi*»,  Nt;  tt* 

■V^t  (0  booane  Matae  *ii  eoM*d*d  ta  th*  aU  leni- 

loilaa  befare  th*  aibiptloB  af  tha  aaudtMtDa,  MB;  Um 

arttek ofth* KUBtltatlaB ma ■Bei.iii    j  ■■!*■  K^ 

pll*d  to  new  tenltarr,  SH ;  aotkr  ee  t itJilei  aha 

■hall  b<  their  BaHtsiB.  an ;  MoMle  aad  Oth^  * 


la  tha  bhaittM  aadrl^la  <<  the  ^Uila  paa- 
pl*orih*Dilt*dBt*l«,*tr;  KwMMjMlKyaimifa- 
Ilea  Ib  thta  aowHT.  BI;  If  Ok  UUpwa,  tha  baaAtf 
the  Ualoa  an  Ttrtoillr  dkaolTtd,  an ;  coOad  U  eedei^ 
Wt;mteJ.thatlttpnf  la  mi»»nT»HleeJatlin 
artha1lBlaa,*<^Bt;  daaUaa  i«  tha  Bpeakor  <■  Oa 


tloa*  of  tta  peepla  er  LifMMana  rf  th*  Btolaa.  aaa  ai- 
adtaewporttaaalNoaaatileaoiitiif  the  niglBal  ObM 
of  tha  Ualtad  StBtH,nS;  if  thuaathorttjle  dil^ed 


lerarr  aeat  of  the  power  *ad  InflMana  (T  iha 
pnatDt  membenof  th*  UBlaa,>tti  the  teen,- Kav 
Stotee,'  appUu  U  tarrilsiy  vltUa  tha  tbM  Bstti  <€ 
th*  UaloB,  nt ;  eTldOBae  i/  hIeleiT,  Ml;  reeolattaa 
1  II  •,  JolT  ad,  ITM,  b  brthn  astberftj.  Mi-,  lb 
meaiili*,  MO  i  the  erUcBae  aboald  be  Tarj-  ataaoc  ta 
p»T*  the  tenu  lattndad  a*m*thli|  da*  beMaa  IMi 
obTlow  pDipoa*.  S8« :  Ua  BeealBg  eaa  be  pnred,  bea 
adbmatlralr,  arlth  regari  to  M«  Statea  fttM  th*  adih- 
[BglliBlt^aad  BtcaUralr,  aptoal  aeir  Statea  wUhart 
thoee  Qmlte,  U«;  thla  aaeertloa  •nialBai],  SM;  la  It 
psadbia  that  aaoh  a  powo,  If  It  had  h«aa  latoaaaJ  to  h* 
gLvaa  bj  the  paapJa,  ehould  bare  be*4  li 
apoa  th*  oRhat  of  gaBeral  upraadoaa,  M 


■a  It  la  who  (hall  be  eoTeraitn,  Ml ;  the  tnalj-naklaa 
pawn  haa  llmllaf  w^  »*■ :  ""  ■""■tJnf  rf  n«w  nrf..^, 
Ml ;  th*  noral  aad  poUtlaal  eoaaaqBaBoaa  of  aanirtag 
thla  po<>ar,.>M;  what  <a  tu*  Hbai^  ni  wbK*  •* 
BO*  la  Hldt  an;  a*  liar  af  aaalTxl^  tba  aatn 
e(tU*lon«t  ow  Oalaa,  tM;  tUa  bin.  It  «BM«t 


,.  Google 


of  tk*  OOMSnUM  IW  tlw 

d«hU«sSM;lwMiaUpiMtpiuMUBtloM,ne;DUI 

&d-VT0ll.l.t». 

I  WaioBidlBf  tka  ut  (« 

Indtau  T«iltsi7,  SS; 

BmittH  nlMlTS  tp  ■  U- 

tUod  of  ths  ladiua  T«Tltn7,  ST  1  maka  ■  npoit  nl- 

■Ut*  Io  *  dlTWon  If  Oa  Indlu*  TnriUiTj.  N. 

CtoOKHOii,  JoMH,  BapcautitlTB  fMm  Ha*  Tark,M,m, 

lSI,n&    &•  Aidti^  ToK.  I,  & 
fui—un,  Bcosna,  Baiatar  froB  Kuta^,  ^  Ul  lt& 

TuviB,  KavAKD^  BaBstoT  from  OUo^  ft;  nporti  ufTOMad 
MU  SB  BOB^BtanouM  «ilb  Onat  BiUda,  K  A*  M- 
««iiM<il.a. 


I^TOLI. 


iWrfatiM  to  (tut  Hr.  f  olIaB  nag  (>r  tlia  HaU  >>r  a  pBb- 
Uo  laaton,  11«;  tba  HaU  la  udulTalr  aivnpilaUd  to 
aa  iqlnrigog  pnaalaBt,  til; 


ta  liMBtMit  US;  to  tba  aipaitaaat  vorlhr  U  be 
■Mdal  ftlS;  tUa  naolattaa  tpfnfittlat  maav  Im  aa 
"  W  Mir  I*  II.  »*;  Uw  InTanttoD 
I)  dUhnnoa  txtoMm  Uw  tvo' 
ifeadoiiT  porta  asd  harboia^SlV; 
Ilr.ralUm'tetIM*  narit  In  sriflBallB;  tUa  tUac  M) ; 


inr,m;U> 

ovBtaMM  ihadd  Bat  b*  mada,  m  1  Mil  paMd,  in 
Tnnao,  Jsdifa,  report  Talail**  ta  tha  aDadnit  sC  Hi. 
TuoT,  Vn,  BapNaanlatlTa  ftna  Haw  Toit,  IK  Ul,  SU; 


Tom,  Anui,K*FnaanlMi*aft«i*  TI>flBto,M.  a^Him, 


tDtlupawararianttiirial  gnraawartMS, 
idliiaBaaiiflTS7,Kt*;>Mn>  to  ptpiaa 
JT>  M  tka  ardlMMa  tf  ITK  «;  la  fcnr  af 


floB  ralaUva  t»  tba  Mlnlwlppi  TntMrr,  itl;  « 


f<(fat^U>;(niUwBritUilntilfM«,Slt,MI;«a|V<f 

Iba  araij.  B8&    5m  Aidat^  ni,  1. 
TsuiB,  OaaaLB,  Jr,  Rapraaantatlia  mm  llHnAantt% 

UT.il\*M,  SIT. 
Tnuia,  Jua,  BsnaCa  from  Karth  Oantlaa,  t,  lU^  IM 


Ufhik,  Jian,  Sapnautatlra  from  HiuMahiiMtti,  M,  IH 

1ST.  AM /lUfA,  ToL  S. 
EMon,  (Unolnttmi  of,  SIT. 
[Vai«>M  JTinj  a  Sew  Orlaaoa,  paUlkui  <(  tT& 


N»rT«rt. 


Ta>  Auxa,  Jakh  L,  BqnaaBtaUTa  ftoa 

«H  Ada^  Tolh  1, 1,  S. 
Tui  OonLUiDT,  Panir,  BapraaaBtattra  . 

4T.    «HJiid^Tola.l.l,S. 
T*>  OnTLaavT,  Pibbs  Jr.,  BaprtaaalatlTa  froa  Kav 

ToA,tll5TT. 
T*>  Dtd,  NiOBOua,  SapiaaaitallTa  from  Dalana,  Ul, 

msia    «MAda,ToLS. 
Ta>  BoMt^  Akmhald.  BupiiiiutaUTalhBD  ][ai7iaBd,Slt 

11B,1BT,1UIl    S—I<idm,nl».t,l. 
Tu>  HnanuiB,  Siuu>  K.  BapnaaateltTa  fraa  Ka« 

Yart,M,IM,lBT,SlS.    8t*Ada»,  n^tit. 
T»— Tm.i'niml1.iriprnaintiMTnfrnni¥MaMlinMtla.tl. 

IN,  1ST,  SUj  OB  maanna  cf   nM-lBMraouM,  lU; 

aekDoirladgaa  th*  Uumkg  of  Ua  Hoaia,  lU;  dasta4 

Hpaakar,  ItS,  IM;  raoiarka,  IM;  afaiaai  pattUoB  of 

XUiabathHaBilltoB,fia:ackaowla(lsaatbaUaakatf  tfca 

Boua  to  him  at  Bpaakac,  MS ;  Baaator  from  Ifnaiiilii 

aatt^MI>,BM    amlmdtm,nli.l,t,t. 
Fanaoi^  *aU  tr  PnddaBi  la  ISOS,  tl;  talSll,  SO,  Til. 
y^tntaoK,  DunxL  d,  Trii|iiaaiiilillii  bom  Kav Tiil^ 

U.    StIitdim,nlM. 
FaMAAffWartaff  nut  tUarimf.-S-  Imdtm,  tbL  1 

tba  blU  prOfldlBc  te  tka  trial  i<  H^l 
tha  Dlatrict  CoBit^  41«. 
Cunea,  daaaaaa  vt,  BSL 
Tlrfliila  BaBB^  luda,  iMslBtloa  niatm  ts,  WT,  TUl 
~  -     -       -  T8,*TilBlSll,«l.nL 


nipnbll«amn,in;ltlidBatatha  ai 
US;  rwrintlan  numd,  US;  tUa  pnpgaKm  n 
Plata*  a  aaTallr  In  ou  laflalallTe 


a  Bolanlil  reaolalloB,  approrlag  tha  ir'n-lant  atf  tte 
Piottdant,  ]»:  u  adopt  tha  laaolBtloa  al  t&k  tiaa 
nald  Bot  oampott  vttk  tha  atfaat  of  tha  BOTar,  US; 
tha  aoBdoat  of  tba  lart  adndalaDatiH  U  tbta  iwpail 
iHl  tk*  appnbaHaa  of  tha  aaaatrj,  IM;  paatpat. 
naat  morad,  IM ;  In  hit  jatieUaattoB  tte  pMMaM 
haa  datanad  wall  of  Ui  BOatiT,  UI;  to  thbaa  O- 
■Baat  pnpBrillanl  1»;  la  tUa  Boaaa  ta  havaoa  (»- 
1   tha    eoadwit  of  tho  SuaotlTa  t  IM;  Ito 


idbyGoOgIC 


pn^eet  al  (ood  Uru  wltli  On>l  Bill^  Ul;  IhU  aet 
at  datj  wUc*  lb*  PntUwt  hw  dm*  li  i»l7  ■■  oidl- 

MiT  OH,  181 :  irhr  thn  (In  Ubi  I 


BHMif*  Mat  to  tfaa  Boutc  bf  tin  PmUtBt,  US ;  da 
tMa  th«  Hoiu*,  4U ;  til*  Mt  dHUrfnj  wu  ■•  p— »d  b]r 
tlwH«iH,tU;  i«d  twin  ud  nCwMd,  lUl  dabuMd 
Is  onacilttH,  41B ;  MaandoiMit  propoHd,  41(1 ;  motleii 
to  poitpone  to  tlu  flnt  Uoadir  in  NoTamber,  41( ;  m 
fflD«ri]  tLiv  of  tha  fltnmUoq  of  tb*  eoiuitrT — c/  itl 
IDAUU  to  avT7  OD  offVvtn  opentloBi,  h  voLL  h  to  do- 

fuid  itMti;  ud  or  tiu>  iitiiiuoB  ud  nUtm  wn^rUi  of 

thAtoaaOj  woarenqDlndtoDukoirtr  iipaa,41^dlT; 
onriltiwtliniupaa  tbo  Inks  to  Solnii  ud  roit  H>]- 
du,dlB;nitiaDkHt,U8;ui*Dd*]  to  uthoilia  prln- 
tMTUcaB6rHlBiltaiBudFiuea,118i  bUlpwdan 
nmmltta*.  4tS;  npoitod  to  th*  Btuto,  aoRMtl/  u- 
(FMHd,  tlS;BUfadCi>poitp«B*  to  OctolHr  tUrtj-ant, 
«IB;  BotaUme  to  doeUn  wu.  UB i  tho  Be»ta  •Imld 
not  Ht  from  puiloD  or  nj  oouldontlau  vUoli  do  not 
criM  out  of  u  oitudtd  ud  dlitlsst  tIow  of  tho  Utu- 
Bti  of  tl»  oooitix,  419 ;  Hlilui  tb«  gonnuMBt  Bor  ih« 
pMpla  bid  olpactod  or  «•»  prapand  fur  nr,  41S ;  yoa 
ten  u  IDUBOBH  pcopart;  djmd,  ■  (mt  pattlg*  la 
KJ^lud,  ud  put  OB  Uo  aeou,  buUBlBf  Wnw,  *lt; 
Uu  qsoitloa  irf  iiu  bid  bean  donbttol  tm  tba  pwinl 
momaBt,*!*:  It  ni  nppoaad  tb«r  waia  obUcad  t 
TaBM,ai  baeoma  Cha  ob)*at  at  rapnaeb  ud  aeoi 
Maada  ud  IM,  41t ;  IT  va  wan  doobtfDl  H  to  wv, 
aooldiboo  wu  Itcoba  kaowB  bj  manbtali  ud  a 
that  tlka  BBtioq  woqld  bo  wuLkonJj  phmfad  Ib 
41*;  wa  abofild  MlMt  tha  CUoa  wbaB  tba  flntiboek 
Anld  ba  laHt  diHHtioBi  aad  bait  n*tad,4U; 
riiaBldbBTr7<i>tatowir,4M;  qmstloa  OBpeatpoBi 
loat,  4n  i  uottoB  to  Bdjoon  euTlad,  4M. 
JaMaffmaL— BintodseluawarwalBtcanat-BiitalB 
npoitad,  «B ;  iwd  bit  tmu.  US;  appoaad.BBei  qoafr 
tHoB  a>  (ha  njHtloa  ar  tha  bUI  loM,  ON;  utuC 
nnad,  5Nl  loat,  SW;  Diond  to  neaniBilt  tb<  bin 
BDd  i^udmaBt,  K»;  orinad  to  ba  ugiwaed  ud 
I  nil',  V» ;  ntSRMd  bom  tba  Baula  with  aaiud- 
Baati,  EM ;  nund  ta  Uf  oa  tha  tabli,  MI ;  biat, 
■M;  norad  ta  poatpona  tDdaflaltalr,  MO ;  loat, 


iii^in^ai. 

VhMHv'a   Pat»^    BI9U  It  Oa  OUtom    0U;    rmwmal 
«;— U  tha  biU  foe  tba  nUaT  at  KU  WUtur  a 


lud  to  ba  s^torad,  M4 ;  I 

a  ud  tha  olttac*  aboald  ba  kipt  H) 
inMwBlliMt  iDludadar 

•  alaaM  o<  tha  ^ 

Itad  tlma  to  JWiva  ud  h 
pa^«aof  thaMlltaBdapaitBiafteaatha  briwtof  Ite 
i,BM;  tba  opandni  0/ tbla  tmwffl  Ixr* 


anntrj.BU;  tba  tl^  (f  Mile  kia  haaB  pi 


•ipind  iMr  jnan  a^ud  u  n 
Taatad  la  tba  paople  oT  the  Uall 
Hau  iwaof  ICIUrMTajliic.Mf;  X^Uah  iluMi^ 
Mi ;  baa  OaagnM  the  Debt  to  dinat  tha  paapla  at  th* 
rl^ttnt;  thapanagaiflblabUl  wUlnsdaajHtlaata 
WUtaa;,  WT;  ba  baa  noalrad  bat  trtni^  u^liM 
[Iwi.  mrr.iMMiinriilliiij  n  riirn.ntT.almdaliaa 
Mtf  tf  af  tba  (la  to  briii«  tha  ai  '         ~       ' 

■rkat,n«;a 

IbaaMaaf  Aifcinl^t,MS;  < 


Ab^toLI. 
Vnxmoc  en.  JutH,  lattar  to  Bpaahtr  at  tha  Hank 
WT;(Wbo(  rap«t(B,n&    A*  '  ' 


laati  patlUoB*  fram  tba  oOaan  id  tha  nTOlntlaufy 

umr.K    daiA^w.nLl. 
Vbkuo*,  Labu,  BopnautaUn  IMh  IfaMadraHtli,  IM, 

let,  111,414,  an;  ea  tha  adaHariaa  or  tha  Tairitatr  ot 

OcluM  u  a  Mala,  Ml  i  u  p«r  of  tha  amr,  Ni :  M  tha 

poaaTa(tbawu,ni. 
Tatn,  LaoVAU,  RapnaaataUT*  ftcu  ViMitiaiitt^  4K 


1BI.IUL 
WnM^  Bimta.  BapnavilUln  frau  Haw  Taik,  M 
WMOa,  Tbmui,  BapraaaBtatJn  fioa  Vli«Wa,«S,«n: 
Wmm^  Xuau.  paUttou  *w  tha  laward  Iw  di 


,.  Google 


dMJMia^ToLl. 
irann^  Soaxn,  BaprMutatln  (nm  HmtjImlA,  IIS,  W, 
HT ;  OH  a*  iMlD  of  npmeiitatlou,  (18 ;  ontlH  tdnil*- 
dOD  sf  tb*  TmHUij  tC  (Mmu  h  ■  But*,  Mt ;  m  u 
■ninilmnt  to  Uw  nottltatloii  nlitln  lo  Iha  miHTal 
tt  MmllnlsM,  »1 :  In  ftroc  of  th*  admlMiBii  of  HI*- 
AURri,  MS;  «D  iBdka  tOUn,  118 ;  m  Jundfii  nUUaa, 
4Mi«ina«*od«i4«nartk*H«iiMk«»;oBtb*fiilll*ta 


■MUottb*  •Bb*c(s*«tWt  on  bUl  to  praUUt  ««m- 
DMrddbiMcoaiinevUta  QnatBiUilii,n;aiipBa9oiM- 
B»t  of  tk*  UU  t>r  •UtUoB*!  datl*^  n;  M  bni  lo  pn- 
tM*  tir  tk*  (oppart  If  poNla  ondit,  in  i  M  iHOimoB 
~ l«r,m;oB 


BU  Minii*.  im;  *■  motloB  to  poatpona  ftirUiR  aon- 
MmlloB  of  WU  to  MtMUi  ■  HUJoiu]  Suik,  IM;  on 
UD  to  latborlu  th*  T*RtlotT  Bf  Oltltnt  Id  Slrm  *  8Wa 
•OMtttntto,  lee;  nUfn  to  th*  idmlMloa  <(  <Mmh 
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tanltoi?,  W;  on  RiIUbi  sat  flnt  MoUon  atbiU  la  in- 
•cnponCa  ■  Tllltod  Btata*  Bank,  Sll ;  oD  iwohilloB  nl- 
Ul**lD*Mner,ni;  on  bill  to  nlM  >b  iddltlaul  mOt- 
t*Tr*>n»,«M;  DBtheblDnlitlntotballinltiitfLoa- 
litui*,  4(9 ;  OB  lomoTlBC  th*  ti|Jiuifltl<B  of  iogwy  z*!^ 
i«o,410l< 


o(  mt  vltl)  Qrwt  Britdn  p*aili«  to  third  nuUsc  US; 
on  th*  l*neorTKUiU7B0ls,411;  on  thabUltaia- 
thorlia  the  praddeDt  to  looept  TBlaat**n,  tn ;  on  rtm- 


Ja  U«  JTiHu*— On  tha  matlon  to  pot^waa  th*  btn 
i*litiTalethaanlln*nseof  1T8T,  Mionthablll  to  H- 
thoiti*  th*  Pnddent  to  smplo j  uddlUonil  n*«nB«  ont- 
tan,  n ;  on  tha  nulntloa  prohlhltlng  tha  admlaln  of 
la  Into  Amarlon  poH^  M ;  OB  bin  i^itln 
Ji  Qn*t  Britain  and  Tiano*,  M\ 
on  Iha  naolBUon  ralallTa  to  tha  ooBdnot  of  tha  Britlih 
Unlttar,  111 ;  nUtfta  la  tha  bill  nq;>actlii(  tht  eonTOr 
arrtam,  Ut;  on  tha  bill  lo  unUnoa  tha  ahwtai  ef  th* 
Bank  of  tha  Unllad  Btnla*,  *S1 ;  MXt,  Ul ;  on  Ika  hDl 
TaUdTa  to  eommardal  Intanoona  with  Fnno*  and 
Onat  Britain,  M8;  la  aammltteaea  naahitka  to  nia* 
•ddlUraal  tro(^«H;  on  tha  bin  lo  MHbl*  Ih*  pMpl* 
efWiriiidi^  to  lun*  State  ■ortnnaM.tM;  on  O* 


BritUiTi 


eguUtoth*bUldKairin(«ii,  Ao^MOi  Inoi 
OB  the  bill  to  aalhorlia  th*  FraaldaBt  to  tak*  p 
of  tRrltOTJ  laoth  of  UliaUilppI,  Ml ;  on  an  ■ 
nUltuT  tuna,  <U;  on  Iha  bill  Kn  an  addUlaul 
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